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Bishop’s 

message 


“Commitment  to  Christ’’  is  the 
watchword  for  the  Second  National 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men 
July  15-17  at  Purdue  University. 

_  Lafayette,  Indiana.  About  5,000 

representatives  of  local  United  Methodist  Men’s  groups  and  others  affiliated 
with  United  Methodist  congregations  are  expected. 

The  rally  is  the  second  such  gathering  for  men  since  the  merger  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  in  1968.  They  first  met 
at  Purdue  in  1969.  As  the  participants  examine  their  commitment  to  Christ  and 
to  Christian  outreach,  three  laymen  and  two  clergymen  will  lead  their 
activities. 

The  laity  are  Mr.  Keith  Miller,  a  business  consultant  and  free  lance  writer; 
Mr.  Don  Paarlberg,  Director  of  Agricultural  Economics,  U  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture;  and  Mr.  Bill  Mann,  tenor. 

Among  the  clergy  are  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel,  Syracuse  Area,  and 
Reverend  George  H.  Outen,  General  Secretary,  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  conference  schedule  will  include  worship,  singing,  Bible  study,  and 
educational  experiences  designed  to  deepen  men’s  commitment  to  Christ. 

Promotional  Chairman  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  is  Ernest  Arnold,  4320 
General  Pershing,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  70125.  He  has  registration 
materials  for  interested  persons.  A  fee  of  $40  includes  room,  board,  and  all 
activities.  I  would  like  to  see  a  large  delegation  from  Louisiana  participate  in 
this  great  meeting.  If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  the  Promotional 
Chairman  at  once,  because  the  deadline  for  registration  is  at  hand. 

Sincerely, 

‘  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
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Personal  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
is  conference  program  priority  for  1977 

Council  On  Ministries  Sponsors  Seminars  On  Personal  Commitment  In  Every  District 

Personal  Commitment  to  Jesus  Christ, 
"Exciting  ideas  and  the  Conference  program  priority  for 
resources  abound  to  1977,  will  be  the  subject  at  the  Seminars 
assist  us  to  enable  per-  on  Personal  Commitment  to  be  held  in 
sonal  commitment  to  every  district  in  January  and  February. 
5  arise  and  grow."  said  The  seminars  are  sponsored  jointly  by 
j  the  Reverend  Mr.  the  Conference  and  District  Councils  on 
I  Branton.  " and  I  am  Ministries.  Leadership  will  be  provided 
*£  f  eager  to  share  some  of  by  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  Conference 
these  with  our  Council  Director.  Designated  persons 
churches  and  their  will  be  invited  from  each  local  church, 
■BJI  leaders."  but  all  interested  persons  are 


L  Ray  Branton  will  lead  seminars 


On  Stewardship 


encouraged  to  attend. 


Conference  votes 
Centenary  $450,000 

The  Louisiana  Conference  at  a  special  session  at  First  UMC 
Baton  Rouge,  Sept.  10  gave  approval  to  a  goal  of  $450,000  to  be 
raised  for  Centenary  College.  This  new  amount  is  equal  to  tne 
World  Service  asking  of  each  local  church  for  1978  and  in 
addition  to  the  regular  asking  for  Centenary.  The  new  goal 
should  be  reached  by  May  31,  1978  to  alleviate  Centenary’s 
need  for  additional  cash  for  the  current  academic  year 

The  Centenary  Trustees  have  also  pledged  to  raise  $500,000 
in  additional  gifts  This  amount,  money  given  by  churches  and 
other  cash  gifts,  will  be  needed  to  achieve  a  balanced  budget 
this  year. 

Speakers  at  the  special  session  included,  Mr.  George  Nelson, 
Centenary  Trustee  Chairman;  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  Centenary 
President;  and  Mr.  Tom  Matheny,  Conference  Lay  Leader 
Dr.  Webb  said,  “the  issue  at  heart  is  theological.  We  need  to 
sense  God  leading  us  forth  to  our  God  appointed  destiny.’’  Dr. 
Webb  stated  a  year  was  needed  to  re-establish  communication 
with  Centenary,  seek  grants,  and  approach  alumni  toward  a 
deeper  loyalty  to  their  school. 


The  gentle  touch  of  greatness  Freedom  and  independence 


Thirty-third  President-elect  of 
Centenary  College  on  Campus 


Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb,  president-elect  of 
Centenary  College  will  be  presented  to 
he  annual  conference  Thursday 
norning,  June  2,  by  George  Nelson, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Centenary  College. 

Dr.  Webb,  Welch  born,  comes  to 
Shreveport  from  Delaware,  Ohio  where 
le  has  been  Vice-President  at  the 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio.  He 
las  also  served  as  Chief  Development 
Dfficer  and  Professoit  of  Theology  and 
Literature. 

From  more  than  sixty  candidates  for 
the  presidency  was  Dr.  Webb  chosen.  His 
undergraduate  work  was  done  at  Queen’s 
College  Cambridge  University  before  he 
received  his  degrees  from  Ohio  Wesleyan 
and  the  Methodist  Theological  School  in 
Ohio.  In  1966  he  received  his  Ph.D. 
degree  in  Literature  and  Theology  from 
Drew  University. 


Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb 
new  president.  Centenary  College 


170  years  of  Methodism 


By  GENE  WARREN 

(Editor's  note :  May  14  20  is  National, 
Soil  Stewardship  Week,  and  in 
connection  with  this,  we  are  printing  this 
feature  on  a  Christian  Steward. ) 

Every  morning  just  about  sunrise,  Don 
Hinton  steps  out  on  his  back  porch,  looks 
out  over  his  800-acre  dairy  farm  and  says 
“Thank  you  God.’’  Then  he  begins  a  busy- 
day  watching  and  tending  his  good  earth. 
If  that  isn’t  satisfying  enough,  he  turns 
up  at  Minden’s  First  Church  two  or  three 
times  a  week  to  worship,  pray,  and  hunt 
for  better  ways  to  serve  God  and  man. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  when  deep 
thought  is  given  to  stewards  of  the  soil, 
it’s  only  fitting  to  pay  tribute  to  men  like 
Pon  Hinton  of  Webster  Parish.  It’s  fitting 
because  here  is  a  man  who  has  spcrr- 
most  of  his  life  making  the  land  bountiful 
and  the  hearts  of  men  glad. 

Don  Hinton  pulled  his  roots  out  of 
Jackson  Parish  soil  at  a  young  age.  He 
grew  up  on  a  cotton  farm  .  .  .  headed  for 
Louisiana  Tech  after  high  school  .  sold 
milk  from  the  family’s  three-cow  herd 
for  10  cents  a  gallon  .  .  .  finished  Tech  in 
1934  with  a  degree  in  agriculture 
taught  school  for  $80  a  month  .  .  .  went  to 
work  for  Soil  Conservation  Service  in 
1935 .  .  . 

Through  his  many  years  of  service  and 
long  “love  affair”  with  the  land,  Don  has 
helped  countless  people  learn  about  soil 
conservation.  In  1948  he  started  his  own 
dairy  farm  near  Minden.  Today  he  runs 
close  to  400  milk  cows  on  his  800  acres.  He 
and  his  wife,  Jean,  have  a  home  on  a 
hilltop  overlooking  his  rolling  land. 
Although  his  son  Donald  has  taken  over  a 
large  part  of  the  operation,  Don  is  still  in 
touch  with  the  land.  “I  think  being  a 
Christian  has  helped  me  have  a  deeper 
respect  for  the  land.  I  see  God  in  the  out 
of  doors  and  strive  to  put  His  creation  to 
the  best  use,”  says  Don. 

He  has  been  active  in  his  community 
and  throughout  the  state  in  conservation 
projects,  and  is  a  director  of  the 
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Don  Hinton 

Louisiana  Association  of  Conservation 
Districts:  He  promotes,  sells,  talks 
Conservation  wherever  he  goes.  "Next  to 
serving  God,  conservation  is  the  most 
necessary  work  that  I  know.’’  he  says. 

Don  Hinton  takes  his  religion  seriously, 
just  as  he  does  his  conservation  and 
dairy  work.  He  was  a  Christian  at  the  age 
of  12.  He  has  taught  Bible  classes,  led 
church  departments  and  headed 
committees  for  church  improvement.  He 
now  is  a  member  of  the  Board  and  is  Lay 
Leader  of  his  church. 

What  can  you  say  about  a  man  who  has 
spent  most  of  his  life  spreading  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ  and  conservation  of 
the  land?  Thousands  of  people  benefit 
from  his  love  of  God,  man,  and  the  land. 

There  is  really  no  way  to  measure  his 
worth. 


Oak  Ridge 
United 
Methodist 
Church 


Slidell’s  First  Church  cares 


By  TROY  WELCH 

Slidell  First  Church  wants  to  let 
everyone  know  they  love  and  appreciate 
their  “Wonderful  People.’’  These 
“Wonderful  People”  are  the  older  adult 
members,  and  each  active  group  in  the 
church  expresses  particular  concern  in 
its  own  way. 

Now  who  would  expect  to  see  a  group  of 
young  people  who  call  themselves  “The 
Holy  Fools”  putting  on  grease  paint  and 
spending  time  entertaining  Senior 
Citizens?  Who,  indeed!  The  youth  of 
Slidell  First  Church  bnjoy  it  almost  as 
much  as  their  audience.  These  young 
people  not  only  entertain  older  persons 
(and  others)  in  the  church,  but  each 
week  they  put  on  a  show  at  the  local  rest 
homes!  Somebody  cares,  they  do! 

At  First,  the  Task  Force  for  Older 
Adults  has  provided  transportation  for 


the  older  ladies  to  church  gatherings, 
social  events  and  special  programs. 
Also,  UMW  has  a  special  program  each 
year,  in  honor  of  the  Golden  Agers.  Last 
year  they  singularly  honored  Mrs.  James 
N.  Levy,  Sr.,  a  member  who  has  given 
more  than  50  years  of  volunteer  service 
to  the  community  and  church.  And  she  is 
still  filled  with  vitality. 

United  Methodist  Women  think,  also, 
of  the  little  things  which  are  not  so  little 
—  like  birthdays,  and  anniversaries,  and 
other  significant  events. 

Now,  in  anticipation  of  the  90th 
Anniversary  of  First  Church,  each 
month's  edition  of  the  church  newspaper 
carries  a  special  article  featuring 
golden-agers.  The  articles  share  these 
persons’  memories  and  give  recognition 
to  service  and  dedication.  J.  Phillip 
Woodland,  pastor  and  Willis  Dean, 
associate  guide  their  caring  members. 


Dr.  Clark  presents 
checks  to  seven  agencies 

District  realignment  plan  announced 

Oak  Grove  Church  records 
112  subscriptions 

Caribbean  Cruise  — 
an  area  of  unrest 
Church  School  rallies  initiate 
program  priority  implementation 

125  attend  workshops 
on  bored  and  apathetic 
church  member 
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The  Nguyen  Hiep  Family 

Of  the  230  Vietnamese  who  live  in  the 
Shreveport  area,  three  families  were 
interviewed  who  are  sponsored  by  local 
Methodist  Churches  —  Broadmoor  UMC. 
First  UMC  Bossier  City  and  First  UMC, 
Shreveport . 

The  Pham  Nghe  family  sponsored  by 
Broadmoor  have  been  in  Shreveport  21 
months,  live  in  their  own  home,  726  Kirby 
Place.  Mr.  Pham,  employed  by  the 
Shreveport  Symphony.  is  an 
accomplished  violinist,  having  studied  at 
the  Conservatory  of  Paris,  France.  He 
writes  poems  and  is  a  music  critic.  His 
three  oldest  sons  have  performed  with 
him  as  soloists  and  in  trio. 

He  and  his  wife  have  six  children.  He 
called  her  the  “general”  of  the  home. 


The  T rinh  Hoa  Family 


They  are  enjoying  the  freedom  in  the 
United  States  and  want  to  be 
independent.  He  feels  that  the  people 
here  know  how  to  laugh,  but  not  how  to 
cry.  Pictured  are  Pham  Nghe,  his 
daughter  Tuyet  Trinh  age  11  and  his  son 
Viet  Quan,  15. 

From  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
the  Bossier  First  UMC  was  able  to  get 
$400  to  help  the  Nguyen  Hiep  family  at 
the  time  little  Bower  was  born  and  $1000 
toward  the  down  payment  of  their  home. 

More  sponsors  are  needed  for  families! 
Information  concerning  the  details  may 
be  obtained  from  Christine  Mowrev,  The 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Rm  1470,  475 
Riverside  Dr..  New  York,  N.Y.  10027. 


CONFERENCE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
ETHNIC  MINORITY  LOCAL  CHURCH 
QUADRENNIAL  PRIORITIES  FOR  LA. 

SPECIFIC  PROGRAMS  -  1977-80 

Preparation  of  Ethnic  Minority  Projects  for  Funding  by  General 
Boards  and  Agencies,  started  March,  1977. 

First  call  of  Projects  for  September,  1977. 

Dulac  Mission  ( Native  Americans )  -  completed 
Spanish-Speaking  Project  (Hispanics)  -  completed 
Neely  Church  Project  -  completed 
Faith  Teipple  Project  -  incomplete 
Second  call  will  be  December,  1977. 

Plans  to  hire  an  Educational  Assistant  to  work  in  Minority  Churches 
for  January  1. 1978 

Focus:  To  work  in  minority  churches  in  the  areas  of  the  Church  School, 
Evangelism,  Stewardship  and  other  areas  of  general  concern, 
one  full  year.  1  /2  time  person 

pilot-project  for  the  Raton  Rouge  Hammond  and  Lafayette  districts 

jointly. 

Study  and  prepare  Proposals  for  New  Sites  for  Minority  Churches  in 
the  Conference,  starting  October.  1977. 

Task  Force  Committee:  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Chairman;  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  Sr.,  L.  Ray  Branton,  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  Douglas  L.  McGuire, 
L  L.  Haynes.  Jr.,  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas,  Harvey  G. 
Williamson. 

A  Conference  Convocation  on  the  Minority  Local  Church  in  Louisiana 
—  March,  1979.  Special  presentations;  Asian-Hispanics,  Native-Dulac  and 
the  status  of  the  Black  Church  in  Louisiana 

A  Fall  Conference  Workshop  on  the  Future  of  the  Minority  Church  in 
Louisiana  —  October.  1979  (Follow-up Spring,  1980) 

Rev  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Conference 
Chairman  Ethnic  Minority 
Committee 
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Questions  of  happiness  are  luxury 
not  everyone  has  time  to  consider 


"Generally  speaking,  how  happy 
would  you  say  you  are?"  a  recent  Gallup 
Poll  asked  a  representative  sampling  of 
Americans. 

The  results  showed  women  to  be 
slightly  happier  than  men,  whites  to  be 
slightly  happier  than  non-whites,  the 
educated  to  be  slightly  happier  than  the 
less  educated  and  married  persons  to  be 
slightly  happier  than  single  persons.  But 
probably  the  most  striking  finding  was 
that  overall,  90  percent  of  Americans 
over  the  age  of  18  consider  themselves  to 
be  either  "very  happy”  (42  percent)  or 
"fairly  happy"  (48 percent). 

While  "happiness"  is  relative  and 
unmeasurable  objectively,  the  fact  that 
so  many  Americans  judge  themselves  to 
be  happy  is  significant.  The  high 
visibility  of  the  “not  too  happy”  ten 
percent  in  the  tragic  news  events  of  our 
times  would  lead  us  to  believe  that  most 
folks  must  see  their  lives  as 
overwhelmingly  bleak.  We  are  pleased  to 
see  indications  that  such  may  not  be  the 
case. 

At  the  same  time,  as  we  reflect  on  the 
poll,  we  are  struck  by  what  the  very 


existence  of  such  a  survey  says  about  our 
society.  The  pursuit  of  happiness  —  let 
alone  the  taking  of  polls  about  it  —  is  an 
unthought  of  luxury  in  much  of  the  world 
today. 

As  the  new  year  begins,  more  suitable 
questions  for  much  of  the  peoples  of  the 
world  would  be  questions  like.  How 
hungry  are  you?  What  are  your  chances 
of  surviving  illness  in  the  coming  year? 
How  likely  is  it  that  you  will  have  an 
adequate  place  to  live  in  1978?  What  are 
your  chances  of  being  arrested,  jailed  an 
tortured  by  your  government? 

While  Americans  and  others  in  the 
economically  developed  world  ask 
questions  of  “happiness,"  others  ask 
questions  of  “survival.” 

It  is  good  to  be  happy  —  we  believe  God 
wants  His  people  to  be  happy.  But  if 
happiness  is  to  be  more  than  self¬ 
gratification  it  must  be  tempered  with 
concern  for  others  who '  are  too  busy 
surviving  to  consider  their  emotional 
state. 

May  1978  be  a  year  when  the  happy  90 
percent  of  us  make  others  a  part  of  our 
joy. 


Welcome  new  readers  in  Central 
Illinois,  Oklahoma  Conferences 


JANUARY  6,  1978 


Here  I  Stand 


Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  left 
us  a  treasury  of  preaching 


By  MICHAEL  DAVES 

When  I  started  preaching,  I  was  17 
years  old.  That  was  (I  can  hardly  believe 
it!)  22  years  ago. 

Naturally,  as  a  young  preacher,  I 
needed  all  kinds  of  support.  I  searched, 
somewhat  frantically  at  times,  for 
preaching  models.  I  was  lucky  because  I 
grew  up  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  and  was 
treated  annually  to  the  Perkins  Lectures 
at  First  Methodist  Church,  which  fea¬ 
tured  the  pulpit  greats  of  the  world.  I 
remember  being  excited  by  such  giants 
as  George  Buttrick,  Leslie  Weatherhead, 
Gerald  Kennedy,  and  James  Stewart. 

Yet  the  preacher  who  made  the  most 
impact  on  me  was  one  I  never  heard,  but 
only  read  —  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick.  I 
first  met  Dr.  Fosdick  when  my  district 
superintendent  loaned  me  a  copy  of 
"What  Is  Vital  in  Religion.”  In  the 
months  afterward,  I  eagerly  devoured 
whatever  I  could  find  of  Fosdick. 

Twenty  years  later  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick  is  still  fresh  and  relevant.  His 
words  echo  down  the  years  to  our  era, 
addressing  the  problems  of  our  time  as 
surely  as  he  spoke  to  the  problems  of  his. 

I  believe  that  when  we  revisit  Fosdick 


With  this  issue,  more  than  18,000 
United  Methodist  families  begin 
receiving  new  annual  conference 
editions  of  TM/UMR  and  nearly  1,500 
families  begin  receiving  new  local 
church  editions  of  the  newspaper. 

We  welcome  10,500  subscriber-families 
in  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  and 
7,500  subscriber-families  in  the  Central 
Illinois  Annual  Conference.  This  brings 
to  37  the  number  of  annual  conferences 
which  publish  conferences  editions  in 
cooperation  with  TM/UMR. 

Each  week,  subscribers  in  Central 
Illinois  and  Oklahoma  will  receive 
special  editions  of  TM/UMR  with 
conference  news  published  on  the  front 
page  and  general  church  news  and 
comment  printed  on  three  other  pages. 

In  addition,  the  following  local 
churches  begin  receiving  local  church 
editions  of  TM/UMR  with  local  church 
news  printed  on  the  front  page,  annual 
conference  news  printed  on  the  back 
page  and  general  church  news  printed  on 
four  inside  pages  Abingdon  UMC, 
Abingdon.  Virginia  (Holston 
Conference).  500  subscriber-families; 
First  UMC,  Middiesboro.  Kentucky 
(Kentucky  Conference),  100  subscriber- 
families;  First  UMC.  Stillwater. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Conference).  750 
subscriber-families;  and  Salmon  UMC, 
Salmon.  Idaho  (Yellowstone 
Conference),  100  subscriber-families. 

We  believe  that  our  new  readers  in 
these  conferences  and  local  churches  will 
benefit  from  this  weekly  flow  of 
information  .about  the  church  into  their 
homes.  They  are  encouraged  to  join  our 
other  readers  across  the  nation  in 
providing  feedback  through  our  “Letters 
to  the  Editor”  column. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences  may  be  made  known;  to 
provide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis 
at  the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective; 
and  to  provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  opinion  by  concerned  churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  two-fold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian,  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinions  among  Christians. 

To  our  new  readers  we  say  “Wel¬ 
come.”  To  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  nation  we  say  again:  "Thank 
you  for  reading  your  edition  of  The  Texas 
Methodist  (TM)  or  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  (UMR).” 


My  Witness 


Faith  is  a  matter  of  trust 


By  DOROTHY  A.  STICKELL 

Now  that  I  am  old  enough  to  look 
back  and  see  the  emerging  pattern  of 
my  life,  I  realize,  with  humble 
gratitude,  how  many  tragedies  were 
averted  because  God  has  His  way  in 
spite  of  me.  I  can  only  dimly  imagine 
what  happiness  and  fulfillment  I 
missed  because  I  did  not  put  myself 
completely  in  His  hands. 

I  think  I  am  learning,  at  last,  that 
for  me,  the  Way  must  be  holy 
obedience.  As  Meister  Eckhart 
described  it:  “This  astonishing  life 
...  is  willing  sincerely  to  disown 
itself,  this  life  which  intends  complete 
obedience,  without  any  reservations.” 
Thomas  Kelly,  the  Quaker  adds,  “The 
life  that  is  wholly  obedient,  wholly 
submissive,  wholly  listening,  is 
astonishing  in  its  completeness.”  He 
calls  it  “  a  life  of  peace,  love  and 
simplicity.” 

I  believe  that  today  too  much 


emphasis  is  being  placed  on  self- 
analysis  and  self-assertion.  I  cannot 
see  that  this  is  bringing  either  success 
or  happiness  to  our  young  people. 

When  we  pray,  “Thy  will  be  done,” 
it  does  not  denote  helpless 
submission.  It  means  perfect  trust.  It 
means  that  we  are  constantly 
listening  for  guidance  and  ready  to 
accept  it.  It  is  not  a  passive  attitude, 
but  one  of  eager  expectation. 

Now,  at  seventy-four,  I  am  learning 
to  let  God  take  over  and  to  give  Him 
holy  obedience,  a  Way  which  is 
bringing  me  “more  than  I  could  think 
or  ask”  of  creative  achievement, 
peace  and  joy.” 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian 
life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Dorothy  A. 
Stickell,  resides  in  Lebanon,  Ohio. 


we  find  direction  for  vital  preaching 
whatever  our  theological  persuasion. 
Although  Fosdick  was  regarded  as  a 
liberal,  he  really  transcends  this 
category.  He  has  universal  appeal. 
Liberals  and  conservatives  and  all 
shades  in  between  can  find  the  Word  of 
God  in  his  messages. 

For  one  thing,  Dr.  Fosdick  prioritized 
preaching.  Although  he  was  not  a  slave  to 
a  schedule,  his  usual  practice  was  to 
spend  his  morning  workday  hours  in  the 
study.  This  kind  of  time  commitment  to 
study  and  sermon  preparation  indicates 
the  seriousness  with  which  he  undertook 
preaching.  His  sermons  were  always 
fully  manuscripted  before  delivery, 
although  he  would  vary  from  an 
extemporaneous  delivery  to  reading  the 
sermons.  His  vividness  and  clarity  of 
language  came  through  this  weekly 
discipline  of  manuscripting  sermons. 

Counseling  model 

Dr.  Fosdick  attempted  to  make  the 
gospel  real  for  his  hearers.  Dissatisfied 
with  both  “expository"  and  “topical" 
preaching,  Dr.  Fosdick  pioneered  a 
preaching  method  using  a  pastoral 
counseling  model.  He  would  imagine 
himself  speaking  to  one  person  in  the 
congregation  with  a  particular  problem 
and  sympathetically  helping  him  with 
the  problem.  He  often  used  this  prayer 
before  the  sermon:  “O  God,  there  is  at 
least  one  individual  here  this  morning 
who  needs  what  I  have  to  say.  Help  me  to 
reach  him.  Amen.” 

Preaching,  then,  was  a  personal 
counseling  writ  large.  As  Fosdick  put  it, 
“We  need  more  sermons  that  try  to  face 
people’s  real  problems  with  them,  meet 
their  difficulties,  answer  their  questions, 
confirm  their  noblest  faiths  and  interpret 
their  experiences  in  sympathetic,  wise 
and  understanding  cooperation.”  One 
can  understand  how  Fosdick  did  this  by 
referring  to  some  of  his  sermon  titles: 
"The  Cross  Confronts  our  Modern 
Mood,"  “On  Being  Adequate  for  Life,” 
“On  Finding  It  Hard  To  Believe  in  God,” 
“When  Each  Man  Cleans  Up  His  Own 
Life,"  “Making  the  Most  of  Friendship” 
and  “Are  We  Part  of  the  Problem  or  the 
Answer?” 

Deeply  biblical 

Some  may  object  that  this  is  not 
biblical  preaching,  but  I  have  always 
found  Fosdick  to  be  deeply  biblical.  His 
concern  was  to  engage  the  Bible  in  a 
dialogue  with  modern  man  and  to  show 
the  eternal  relevancy  of  the  scriptures. 


Articles  on  ministers’  salaries  didn’t  tell  whole  story 


To  the  Editor: 

Are  ministers  well  paid?  Well,  that  is  a 
difficult  one  to  answer,  but  your 
December  15  article  on  the  subject  did 
not  go  far  enough  in  presenting  the  facts. 

In  looking  at  the  United  Methodist 
minister’s  pay  package,  you  quite  rightly 
added  in  the  plus  factors  (housing  value, 
parsonage  utilities,  and  pension 
payments  made  by  the  conference). 

But  you  failed  to  mention  the  items  on 
the  other  side  of  the  ledger,  the  minus 
factors  (unreimbursed  professional  or 
business  expenses).  I  do  not  know  about 
the  average  churchwide,  but  I  know  that 
since  seminary  my  unreimbursed 
expenses  have  ranged  from  a  low  of 
$1,500  to  over  $3,400  a  year.  These  figures 
include  my  expenses  for  travel,  library 
additions,  entertaining,  continuing 
education  seminars  and  conferences.  I 
do  not  think  my  experience  is  that 
uncommon.  Surely,  someone  can  make 
an  educated  guess  as  to  what  the  average 
would  be  churchwide.  For  instance.  I 
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have  found  that  my  unreimbursed 
expenses  usually  add  up  to  about  30 
percent  of  my  cash  income  from  the 
church.  With  these  figures,  the  net  pay 
package  would  be  closer  to  $14,000  than 
to  the  $17,305  you  quoted  for  1977. 

And  come  on  now,  since  when  does  a 
“starting  public  school  teacher” 
compare  with  “the  average  minister  out 
of  seminary”  (your  words  and  your  only 
comparison  with  figures  included).  A 
starting  public  school  teacher  does  not 
even  compare  with  a  starting  minister 
out  of  seminary  —  much  less  the  average 
minister  out  of  seminary.  In  the  first 
place,  the  starting  teacher  is  required  to 
have  only  a  bachelor’s  degree  while  the 
starting  seminary  graduate  will  have 
training  comparable  to  a  Master  of 
Business  Administration  or  a  Doctor  of 
Jurisprudence.  In  the  second  place  the 
average  minister  out  of  seminary  is  not 
just  starting  nor  should  he  receive 
starting  pay.  If  you  want  to  compare 
teachers  and  preachers,  then  find  that 
group  of  teachers  with  comparable 
training,  experience  and  responsibilities 
—  maybe  school  principals,  school 
superintendents,  or  community  college 
professors.  Then  compare  them  equally: 
starting  educators  with  starting 
ministers,  or  average  educators  with 
average  ministers. 

If.  as  a  journalist,  you  concur  with  Mr. 
Hoick,  the  Lutheran  tax  specialist  you 
quoted  as  saying  that  a  fair  comparison 
would  be  the  ministers  to  community 
school  principals,  then  print  those 
figures  and  retract  those  which  do  not 
apply. 

J.  O.  Norred 

Melrose,  New  Mexico 

Need  realistic  salaries 

To  the  Editor: 

An  article  was  published  in  the 
December  16  issue  under  the  headline 
“Bigger  pay  packages  worry  ministry 
officials."  This  not  only  worries  officials, 
but  it  carries  down  to  the  members  of  the 
smaller  church 

I  sure  would  like  to  know  where  Dr. 
Thornburg  gets  the  ideal,  that  "rule  of 
thumb,"  that  40  percent  of  the  church 
budget  should  go  for  the  pastor’s  salary, 
including  benefits 

Our  church  has  to  do  without  a  lot  of 
things,  such  as  improvements  for  the 
building,  mission,  ministry  in  the 
community,  benevolences  and  for  the 
youth  in  our  church.  In  our  budget  for 
1977  our  committee  on  finance  could  see 
that  meeting  our  budget  was  not 
possible,  so  we  tried  to  figure  out  what 
part  of  the  budget  we  could  cut  down  on. 
The  pastor  told  my  committee  that  his 
salary  could  not  be  cut.  We  don’t  mean  to 
imply  that  he  should  not  get  a  salary,  but 
it  has  to  be  one  that  each  church  can 
support. 

I  think  it’s  about  time  the  annual 
conference  gets  realistic  and  gets  the 
rule  of  thumb  down  to  25  percent  of  each 


church  budget,  including  benefits. 

A  minister  is  God’s  gift  from  heaven 
and  when  he  is  there  for  salary,  it  is  time 
for  him  to  change  professions. 

Jack  Steele 

Casa  Grande,  Arizona 

fcFree’  rent  has  problems 

when  retirement  comes 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  do  not  insult  the  intelligence  of 
a  parsonage  family  by  telling  them  that 
they  should  figure  their  salary  is  30 
percent  higher  because  they  can  live  in  a 
parsonage  rent  free  (“Are  ministers  well 
paid?"  Dec.  16  issue). 

If  that  30  percent  were  invested  in  a 
house  that  could  be  theirs  upon 
retirement  or  refinanced  to  put  children 
through  college,  I  would  agree  with  you. 
By  no  stretch  of  the  imagination  will  a 
minister  living  in  a  church-owned 
parsonage  have  even  as  much  as  1 
percent  equity  in  that  home  when  he/she 
leaves  it. 

However,  a  minister  must  plan  early  in 
his/her  career  to  save  so  that  a  home  or 
an  apartment  in  a  retirement  community 
may  be  purchased  upon  retirement.  You 
cannot  save  what  you  do  not  receive. 

You  also  forgot  to  subtract  the 
approximately  two  percent  additional 
social  security  tax  paid  on  cash  salary 
plus  other  “benefits”  as  a  liability. 

Martha  Baillis 

Alliance,  Ohio 

Ministers  have  higher 
qualifications  than  most 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  article  “Are  ministers  well 
paid?"  (TM/UMR,  Dec.  16)  Mr.  Hoick, 
the  Lutheran  tax  specialist  is  reported  as 
suggesting  that  comparisons  of  United 
Methodist  ministers  with  lawyers, 
doctors  and  heads  of  personnel  offices 
are  not  good  guidelines  due  to  expertise, 
training,  experience,  etc.  He  is  reported 
as  saying  that  while  some  individual 
comparisons  between  the  ministry  and 
these  professionals  might  be  appro¬ 
priate,  on  the  whole  the  comparisons 
would  be  distorted. 

I  suggest  that  Mr.  Hoick  read  the 
United  Methodist  “Discipline”  on  the 
requirements  for  “ministers  in  full 
connection.”  The  majority  of  the 
ministers  with  whom  I  am  acquainted 
have  one  or  two  undergraduate  degrees 
plus  90  hours  of  graduate  work  to  obtain  a 
Masters  of  Theology.  The  ministers  who 
have  a  doctorate  of  ministry  have  30 
hours  beyond  the  masters,  a  total  of  120 
hours  beyond  the  undergraduate  degree. 
Each  minister  serves  one  year  internship 
under  a  district  superintendent.  In 
addition,  the  majority  of  the  ministers 
are  involved  in  continuing  education. 

Most  ministers  in  full  connection  have 
more  expertise,  training  and  experience 
than  lawyers,  doctors  and  heads  of 
personnel  offices.  Could  it  be  that  I 


misunderstood  Mr.  Hoick  and  he  meant 
that  the  comparison  between  ministers 
and  these  professionals  would/  be 
distorted  because  ministers  have  more 
education,  training  and  expertise? 

Larry  J.  King 
Lucien,  Oklahoma 
Ministry  should  be 

only  full-time  job 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  have  to  question  a  minister 
leaving  the  ministry  he  was  “called"  by 
God  to  do  for  monetary  reasons  —  but  I 
could  abide  that  easier  than  a  pastor  who 
accepts  a  full-  time  parish  and  works  full¬ 
time  or  even  part-time  at  an  outside  job. 
Wouldn’t  he  be  stealing  time  from  those 
who  have  claim  to  his  ministerial 
services? 

Or  could  he,  by  collecting  a  second 
salary,  be  stealing  from  somebody  else 
who  may  need  that  second  job  he  holds  as 
a  one  and  only  means  for  a  livelihood? 

Are  pastors  altogether  to  blame  for 
“playing  the  system"  as  Dr.  George 
Hunter  so  aptly  put  it?  Isn’t  it  the  upper 
echelon  that  has  expanded  the  politics  of 
the  church  to  a  degree  that  our  ministers 
are  contihually  drawn  from  their 
pastorates  for  one  reason  or  another? 

Doris  Peilly 
Cressan,  Pennsylvania 
Alcohol  article  praised 
To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  line  to  say  thanks  so  much  for 
the  fine  article  by  Timothy  J.  Smith 
urging  us  to  help  discourage  the  use  of 
alcohol.  Amen!  We  United  Methodists 
could  do  so  much  to  help  mankind  if  we 
would  really  take  a  strong  stand  as  Mr. 
Smith  has  done.  ( TM/UMR,  Dec.  9) . 

James  S.  Pollock 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee 
‘'Operation  Mixtec’ 

is  valuable  effort 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  considerable  interest  and 
happiness  that  I  read  the  article  on 
"Operation  Mixtec"  in  the  Nov,  25  issue 
of  your  publication. 

Because  of  a  personal  friendship 
developed  when  Tom  Ibach  and  I  worked 
with  the  Summer  Institute  of  Linguistics 
in  Mexico,  he  and  his  family  have  visited 
this  church  on  several  occasions.  These 
visits  created  a  great  interest  in  his  work 
and  the  church  has  been  contributing  to 
the  support  of  his  clinic  for  the  past  two 
years. 

It  is  wonderful  that  other  parts  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  seeing  the 
needs  of  the  Mixteco  Indians  and  helping 
Tom  in  his  work. 

Max  R.  Tyner 
George  West,  Texas 

Hell  does  exist 

To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  the  article  "Hell  going  out 
of  style?”  (TM/UMR,  Nov.  18),  Mr. 


Breig  did  not  mention  specifically  “what 
God  wants  of  us”  in  order  to  avoid  hell 
after  death.  We  are  to  give  up  our  evil 
human  spirits  and  accept  Jesus’  spirit 
into  our  souls  instead:  “Ye  must  be  born 
again.”  Good  works  are  “filthy  rags”  to 
God  if  we  are  not  born  again  and  they  will 
not  get  anyone  into  heaven. 

If  a  person  doesn’t  believe  in  hell,  then 
he  must  (1)  not  believe  the  Bible  is 
God’s  Word,  (2)  not,  therefore,  believe 
in  heaven,  or  (3)  not  know  why.  really, 
Jesus  died!  Hell  is  a  threat  to  (and  the 
destination  of)  everyone  who  has  heard 
the  Word  and  has  not  been  born  again! 
This  is  from  God’s  Word. 

Beth  Klein 

Greentown,  Pennsylvania 


Michael  Daves 
His  sermons  are  filled  with  illustrations 
drawn  from  the  prophets,  Jesus  and 
Paul.  To  be  sure,  his  emphasis  >vas 
different  than  that  of  “expository” 
preachers  because  he  felt  that  “only  the 
preacher  proceeds  still  upon  the  ideas 
that  folk  come  to  church  desperately 
anxious  to  discover  what  happened  to  the 
Jebusties." 

No  ‘sermon  machine’ 

Dr.  Fosdick ’s  sermons  grew  out  of  his 
pastoral  work.  It  would  be  a  mistake  to 
see  him,  locked  in  his  study  day  after 
day,  aloof  and  apart,  functioning  as  a 
sermon-making  machine.  His  mornings 
were  spent  in  the  study,  but  his 
afternoons  were  spent  doing  much 
counseling  both  at  Riverside  Church  and 
at  Union  Theological  Seminary  where  he 
also  taught.  His  sermons  came  from 
these  experiences  of  counseling 
individuals  —  listening  to  their  questions, 
their  pain,  their  struggles  and  their  joy. 
He  knew  that  meaningful  preaching  is 
the  result  of  knowing  a  congregation  and 
sharing  life  with  them. 

Dr.  Fosdick  also  had  a  fierce  loyalty  to 
truth.  He  told  a  story  about  a  man  who 
asked  for  a  copy  of  a  sweet,  consoling 
sermon  he  preached  once.  Sometime 
afterward,  it  was  discovered  that  the 
man  had  been  embezzling  from  his  firm 
to  pay  for  losses  on  stock  ventures.  Dr. 
Fosdick  concluded  that  anyone  who  only 
wants  a  sweet  and  consoling  Christianity 
is  in  the  process  of  moral  deterioration. 
Elsewhere,  he  spoke  of  honesty  as  the 
elemental  virtue  of  the  preacher.  His 
concept  of  honesty  has  to  do  with 
speaking  the  truth  instead  of  telling 
people  what  they  want  to  hear  and  taking 
unpopular  stands  if  that  is  what 
conscience  dictates.  He  also  spoke 
appreciatively  about  congregations  who 
supported  and  sustained  their  minister 
as  he  sought  to  speak  the  truth  from  the 
pulpit. 

Life  was  sermon 

Finally,  Dr.  Fosdick’s  life  itself 
preached  a  vital  sermon.  The  preacher’s 
life  is  the  ultimate  test  of  the  sermon’s 
efficacy.  Preaching  is  not  an  isolated 
act;  it  represents  the  preacher’s  life 
itself.  Dr.  Fosdick  was  a  man  of  deep 
personal  integrity.  He  put  into  practice 
his  words  about  truth  in  preaching.  His 
pacifism  during  World  War  II  is  just  one 
example.  His  ideas  were  often 
questioned,  but  never  his  integrity.  His 
associates  on  the  staff  of  Riverside 
Church  spoke  of  him  as  a  man  who  was 
firm,  forthright,  and  had  a  deep  respect 
for  others. 

I  am  not  recommendin&'that  preachers 
today  take  Harry  Emerson  Fb^dick’s 
sermons  into  the  pulpit.  “Imitation  is 
suicide,”  as  Emerson  pointed  out. 
Imitation  robs  a  minister  of  the  privilege 
of  developing  his  or  her  own  preaching 
style.  But  all  preachers  need  models  as 
they  continue  to  develop  their  own 
uniqueness.  Dr.  Fosdick  once  preached  a 
sermon  entitled  “Redigging  Old  Wells." 
One  of  the  old  wells  preachers  would  do 
well  to  redig  today  is  the  homiletic 
treasury  of  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick 
himself. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Michael  Daves,  is  pastor  of  Memorial 
UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas  (North  Texas 
Conference). 
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Wipe  Away  the  Tears 


Tidal  waves,  war,  chronic  hunger 
and  the  accompanying  problems 
plague  thousands  in  Bangladesh. 
In  this  overcrowded  land  despair 
is  everywhere  The  need  for  food  and  medicine 
is  ever  present.  Parents  see  their  children  go 
to  bed  hungry  and  awake  with  tears  in  their 
eyes  Through  UMCOR  the  United  Methodist 
Church  helps  thousands  each  year -wiping 


away  the  tears  The  Medical  Dispensary  at 
Khulna  reaches  more  than  350  patients  each 
day.  many  of  them  children  suffering  from 
malnutrition  and  hunger-related  diseases.  Op¬ 
erated  by  the  Church  of  Bangladesh,  the  staff 
of  four  nurses  and  local  volunteer  doctors 
depends  upon  financial  support  from  the  U  S 
You  can  be  a  part  of  this  important  Christian 
ministry  through  your  generous  gifts! 


Help  wipe  away  the  tears  with  your  gift. 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to. 

UMCOR 
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OLYMPIA,  Wash.  —  Artist-in-residence  at  the  United  Methodist  Church  here, 
Mary  Ann  Bigelow,  uses  a  high-speed  electric  hand  tool  to  fashion  a  face  from  a 
piece  of  driftwood.  (See  story  below. ) 


PHOTO  BY  CAROLYN  MAJOR 


U.M.  artist  makes  faith 
more  visible  in  driftwood 


By  MIKE  MAJOR 

OLYMPIA,  Wash.  —  For  Mary  Ann 
Bigelow,  her  art  and  her  faith  are  the 
expression  of  the  same  spirit,  although 
she  carves  portraits  ...  on  wood,  marble 
and  even  seashells,  her  speciality  is 
driftwood  sculpture.  She  is  also  the 
artist-in-residence  at  Olympia’s  United 
Methodist  Church  where  she  provides 
whatever  the  church  needs  artistically. 
In  addition,  she  is  a  lay  speaker,  and 
talks  to  about  30  groups  each  year,  her 
main  subject  being  human  potential  and 
artistic  creativity. 

‘‘I  believe  I  have  a  talent  given  me  by 
God,”  she  says,  “where  else  would  it 
come  from?  Unless  I  use,  I’ll  lose  it.” 
Mrs.  Bigelow  is  a  prolific,  professional 
artist,  who  receives  so  many 
commissions  she  no  longer  has  to  show  in 
galleries.  She  averages  three  major 
shows  a  year,  and  her  work  is  displayed 
in  countries  all  over  the  world. 

Mrs.  Bigelow,  64  years  young,  grew  up 
near  the  Washington  coast,  so  has  always 
had  a  special  affinity  to  driftwood.  She 
chooses  a  piece  of  wood  for  its  suggestive 
qualities,  and,  using  a  high-speed 
electric  hand  tool,  works  to  allow  a  face 
to  evolve  naturally.  She  seldom  carves 
the  rest  of  the  body,  leaving  that  to  the 
imagination  of  the  beholder.  Her  faces 
emerge  from  the  wood  with  a 
poignantly  beautiful,  almost  Grecian 
serenity.  The  expressive  faces  rise  from 
the  discarded  wood  like  youthful  souls 
from  a  worn-out  body. 

Although  her  sculptures  have  the 
classical  integrity  of  fine  art,  Mrs. 
Bigelow  reacts  strongly  to  the  term.  “I 
hate  to  call  it  fine  art.  Art  should  not  be 
framed  and  separted  from  ordinary  life, 
ft’s  like  breathing  and  gracious  living. 
Anything  you  do  with  spirit  is  art.” 

To  prove  her  point,  she  continually 
utilizes  her  art  to  fulfill  a  practical  need. 


More  ‘meaty’  worship  advocated 

Worship  specialist  finds  evidence  of  a  ‘new  spiritual  hunger 9 


For  instance,  in  addition  to  formal, 
artistic  works  she’s  done  for  her  church, 
she’s  made  a  series  of  banners  for  the 
liturgical  season  and  is  currently  doing 
sketches  of  each  Sunday  School  student 
for  the  church  bulletin.  She’s  always 
responded  to  church,  PTA,  or  any  other 
group  that  needed  such  things  as  posters 
or  table  decorations.  She  believes,  that, 
by  making  her  art  respond  to  people’s 
real  needs,  she’s  been  forced  to  stretch 
her  imagination  and  technical  facility  in 
a  way  not  possible  if  she  had  limited 
herself  to  a  narrow  area  of 4 ‘fine  art.  ” 

Mrs.  Bigelow  paradoxically 
downgrades  her  own  talent  in  her 
continual  efforts  to  awaken  others  to  the 
latent  creativity  buried  within  them. 
Her  talks  before  various  church  groups 
rely,  naturally,  on  visual  demonstra¬ 
tions.  But  her  intent  is  not  so  much  to 
show  off  her  own  work,  as  to  encourage 
other  people  that  they  can  do  something 
just  as  good.  “When  God  made  you,  He 
broke  the  mold,”  she  tells  her  audiences. 
“God  made  you  like  He  made  no  other. 
What  you  have  to  offer  is  just  as  valuable 
as  my  talent,  or  anyone  else’s.  What  you 
have  is  unique.” 

Mrs.  Bigelow  thinks  it’s  her  function, 
as  both  an  artist  and  a  Christian,  to  be 
willing  to  “go  out  a  little  further  on  a 
limb  than  most  people  dare  to.”  Though 
finding  this  courage  can  be  difficult  at 
times,  she  feels  it’s  the  way  God  wants  us 
to  live. 

“When  you  ask  God  for  strength.  He’ll 
give  it  to  you  ,”  Mrs.  Bigelow  maintains. 
“Not  when  you  ask  for  it,  but  when  you 
need  it.” 

In  addition  to  free  lance  writing.  Mr. 
Major  is  a  playwright,  producer,  director 
and  actor  in  Yelm,  Wash.  For  a  year  he 
was  artist-in-residence  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Davis.  Calif. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodist 
worshippers  today  are  calling  for  more 
“meaty”  Sunday  worship  experiences 
and  increased  spiritual  nourishment  all 
week  long. 

Add  those  ingredients  to  a  generous 
serving  of  lay  involvement  in  the  whole 
worship  experience,  and  you  have  a  diet 
which  could  well  bring  new  health  and 
vigor  to  U.M.  spiritual  life  in  the  year 
ahead. 

That’s  the  prognosis  of  a  specialist  in 
worship  resources  here  who  sees  “new 
spiritual  hunger”  and  a  “desire  actually 
to  encounter  God  in  worship”  as  strong 
trends  today  —  after  a  decade  or  longer 
when  styles  of  worship  seemed  to  loom 
larger  than  substance  and  deep  needs 
often  went  unmet. 

There’s  strong  evidence,  says  the  Rev. 
Hoyt  Hickman  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  (BOD)  staff,  that  more 
United  Methodists  today  are  insisting  on : 

•  more  biblical  preaching ; 

•  additional  aids  for  daily  spiritual 
growth; 

•  ways  to  make  communion,  baptism 
and  confirmation  more  meaningful,  less 
a  formality; 

•  ways  to  involve  children  in  public 
worship ; 

•  lay  participation  in  everything  from 
worship  planning  to  witnessing  to  public 
prayer. 

Change  from  the  1960s 

It  all  adds  up,  Mr.  Hickman  believes, 
to  “quite  a  change”  in  the  emphasis 
United  Methodists  —  particularly 
laypersons  —  place  on  worship  and 
spirituality  since  the  1960s. 

In  those  days,  he  recalls,  innovation  for 
its  own  sake  was  “in.”  Creative  style  in 
worship  seemed  to  overshadow  content 
and  “gimmicks”  often  prevailed. 
Preaching  was  downgraded;  it  was 
expected  to  be  conversational  in  tone  and 
“as  relevant  as  the  11  o’clock  news.” 
("Unfortunately,  many  persons 
discovered  that  sermons  based  on  the  11 
o’clock  news  weren’t  much  help  for  a 
person  w'ho  was  trying  to  keep  his 
personal  life  from  coming  unglued.”) 
Relating  to  one’s  fellow-worshippers  was 
of  prime  importance  then,  he  said. 

Today?  While  not  many  even  now 


would  knock  creative  style  or  relevant 
sermons  or  fellowship,  Mr.  Hickman  and 
his  staff  see  signs  that  many  U.M. 
worshippers  have  other  matters  on  their 
minds. 

“They  learned  back  then  to  encounter 
each  other;  today  they’re  concerned 
about  the  need  to  encounter  God  during 
worship,”  he  told  TM/UMR.  “They 
desperately  want  to  find  meaning  and 
structure  in  a  chaotic  world,  so  they’re 
glad  for  some  stability  in  worship 
Innovation  is  all  right  when  it  is 
appropriate,  but  they’re  not  as  excited 
about  it  as  they  once  were.  ” 

Trend  hard  to  peg 

Of  great  importance  to  worshippers 
today,  he  believes,  is  the  need  for 
“meaningful  celebrations  and  rituals 
which  are  other  than  just  ceremonial  or 
traditional.”  And  an  increasing  number 
of  them  genuinely  want  the  public 
worship  experience  to  be  another  part  of 
an  ongoing  daily  spiritual  journey. 

But  it’s  that  “spiritual  hunger,  the 
need  being  expressed  for  more  spiritual 
resources,  more  discipline  in  the  faith" 
that  perhaps  most  significantly  sets 
today’s  worshippers  apart,  Mr.  Hickman 
finds.  Not  entirely  sure  how  to  assess  this 
new  development  (new  in  that  it’s  wider- 
spread),  he  just  knows  it’s  there  and 
growing. 

Uncomfortable  about  pegging  today’s 
worship  trends  either  “progressive”  or 
“conservative,”  Mr.  Hickman  suggests 
that  actually  they  may  be  both :  “They’re 
conservative  in  that  many  people  are 
reaching  far  back  to  their  biblical  foots, 
to  their  authentic  heritage;  yet  liberal  in 
the  sense  that  they  want  to  change  things 
from  the  rather  shallow  way  much  of  our 
worship  has  been  conducted  in  the  very 
recent  past.” 

Meanwhile,  he  says,  if  requests  for 
worship  aids  and  workshop  topics  are  a 
yardstick,  these  concerns  loom  large: 

More  biblicallv-based  preaching:  A 
Number  One  concern  of  laypersons  the 
past  few  years,  this  response  is  now 
coming  from  clergy  —  many  of  whom 
admit  they  need  help  in  learning  to 
preach  sermons  more  directly  “faithful 
to  Scripture.”  (Mr.  Hickman’s  office 
receives  a  larger  amount  of  mail  on 
this  subject  than  any  other.) 

Laypersons  also  indicate  a  desire  for 


the  church  today 


Stockholm  conference  calls 
for  end  of  death  penalty 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (UMC(  -  The 
Rev.  John  Adams,,  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  was  one  of  five  American 
delegates  to  the  Stockholm  Conference 
on  the  Abolition  of  the  Death  Penalty, 
last  month. 

Sponsored  by  Amnesty  International, 
the  conference  drew  over  200  delegates 
and  participants  from  Asia,  Africa, 
Europe,  the  Middle  East,  North  and 
South  America  and  the  Caribbean 
region. 

The  final  product  of  the  conference  was 
the  Declaration  of  Stockholm.  It  cites  the 
use  of  the  death  penalty  as  “an 
instrument  of  repression  against 
opposition,  racial,  ethnic,  religious  and 
underprivileged  groups;”  lack  of 
evidence  as  to  the  deterrent  effect  of  its 
use;  and  the  violence  of  execution 
tending  “to  provoke  violence.” 

Declaring  the  group’s  “total  and 
unconditional  opposition”  to  capital 
punishment,  the  declaration  urges  non¬ 
governmental  organizations,  all 
governments  and  the  United  Nations  to 
work  for  its  world-wide  eradiction. 

Episcopal  Church  ordains 
90  women  in  first  year 

NEW  YORK  —  At  the  close  of  the  first 
year  in  which  women  have  been 
permitted  to  be  ordained  priest  in  the 


History  buffs  take  note! 


Novelties  to  help  save  chapel 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

HOUSTON  —  There  ought  to  be  more  ways  to  help  save 
historic  Wesley’s  Chapel,  a  concerned  member  of  St.  Paul’s 
UMC  here  decided  sometime  ago.  So  he  found  one:  he 
produced  a  commemorative  cup  and  paperweight  he  hopes 
United  Methodist  history  buffs  will  want  to  own. 

G.  A.  Burbridge,  who  is  in  the  stamp  and  novelty  business, 
got  excited  enough  about  the  restoration  project  after  a  visit 
to  the  famous  chapel  in  London  to  fire  off  a  sizeable  donation 
for  the  project,  recalls  Dr.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  II,  St. 
Paul’s  associate  pastor. 

Still  not  satisfied,  Mr.  Burbridge  designed  and  had  made, 
at  his  cost,  a  limited  number  of  ceramic  coffee  cups  and 
polystyrene  paperweights  bearing  scenes  and  data  of 
Wesley's  Chapel.  For  use  on  the  paperweight,  he  ordered  an 
old  Wesley  Chapel  beam  directly  from  England  and  used  a 
chip  of  wood  from  the  beam  on  each  weight. 

He  then  made  them  available  to  donors.  Whenever  a  $20 
contribution  is  made  the  person  receives  the  cup  and  for  a  $25 
contribution,  the  paper  weight.  All  proceeds  above  the  bare 
cost  of  production  and  handling  go  to  the  Wesley  Chapel 
project. 

With  perhaps  100  cups  left  and  a  gross  of  paperw-eights. 
which  were  manufactured  later,  still  on  hand,  the  project  is 
now  lodged  at  St.  Paul's  church  and  administered  by  Dr. 
Dunnam. 

Also  devoted  to  chapel  restoration  efforts,  Dr.  Dunnam 
says  his  presentations  tothe  church  school  classes  of  a  slide 
show  on  “Wesley’s  England  Today”  have  brought  gratifying 
response  to  the  restoration  fund  from  St.  Paul  members.  He 
estimates  more  than  $500  has  been  raised  in  donations  and 
purchase  of  commemorative  cups  by  church  school  classes. 

Donors  interested  in  receiving  cups  or  paperweights  may 
order  them  from:  “Wesley’s  Chapel  Project,”  St.  Paul's 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  8278,  Houston,  Tex.  77004. 


Wesley  Chapel 
adorns  the  com¬ 
memorative  cera¬ 
mic  coffee  cup  and 
the  paperweight 
created  by  G.  A. 


This  i*  u  piece  of  wood  from  an 
original  beam  of  Wcslc>  »  C  hapcl 

-47  C ii>  Road 
London.  England 


“sincere”  preaching,  perhaps  a  wish 
that  pastors  would  "preach  as  if  they 
mean  what  they  preach,”  he  surmises. 

Aids  for  daily  spiritual  growth: 
Resources  for  small-group  Bible  study, 
aids  in  how-to-pray  and  how-to-witness 
are  in  increasing  demand.  (Biblical 
preaching  tends  to  encourage  more  Bible 
study,  informed  laypersons  note. ) 

Meaningful  communion  and  other 
observances:  A  large  volume  of  requests 
for  a  resource  on  adapting  the  Lord’s 
Supper  observance  to  the  Advent  season 
was  indicative,  Mr.  Hickman  says,  of  the 
desire  worshippers  now  have  for  flexible, 
less  formal,  more  meaningful 
communion  services.  There’s  also  a 
hunger,  he  notes,  to  ritualize  “in  a 
meaningful  way,"  other  life-changing 
experiences  —  not  only  baptism  and 
confirmation,  but  post-confirmation 
times  such  as  the  reaffirmation  of  faith. 

“Christian  worshippers  are  seeing 
these  events  as  more  than  secular  social 
customs  or  just  traditional  rites  — 
they’re  emphasizing  their  Christian 
significance  and  see  them  as  occasions 


for  worship.” 

Involving  children:  Pastors  admit 
their  inadequacy  in  relating  well  to 
young  parishioners  during  worship, 
while  admitting  that  children  belong  in 
church  during  worship.  A  typical  letter, 
Mr  Hickman  says,  reads:  “I  know  I 
should  preach  children’s  sermons,  but 
I’m  terrified:  they’re  not  my  bag!" 

Increasing  lay  participation  in  all 
aspects  of  worship:  Clergy  and  laity 
alike  wrestle  with  this  issue,  which 
creates  both  pluses  and  problems  for  a 
local  church,  Mr.  Hickman  concludes. 

Ministers  obviously  have  mixed 
feelings  about  sharing  worship 
responsibilities  with  laypersons,  he  notes 
—  even  those  who  are  glad  to  do  it  are 
also  anxious  about  the  inexperience  of 
laypersons  and  concerned  about  the 
time-consuming  task  of  training  and  the 
“threat  of  losing  control  of  the  worship 
hour.” 

Yet  lay  reading,  public  witness,  prayer 
and  other  major  responsibilities  for 
laypersons  are  here  and  increasing,  Mr. 
Hickman  notes. 


Americans  religious 
people,  historian  says 


Episcopal  Church,  more  than  90  women 
have  taken  that  step  and  about  two-thirds 
of  those  are  in  some  sort  of  salaried 
position. 

Seventy-three  of  the  93  domestic 
dioceses  of  the  church  responded  to  an 
informal  questionnaire  from  the 
Diocesan  Press  Service.  The  survey 
indicated  that  60  of  the  women  hold 
positions  in  church  institutions  or  as 
ordained  ministers  in  secular  institutions 
such  as  college,  prison  or  hospital 
chaplaincies.  In  addition  to  working  as 
chaplains,  these  60  are  working  in 
congregations,  teaching  in  church 
schools,  colleges  or  seminaries  or 
serving  in  a  variety  of  capacities  on 
diocesan  staffs. 

Twelve  women  priests  have  charge  of 
congregations  as  either  interim  minister, 
vicar  or  rector. 

Pornography, 
pious  literature 
called  similar 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  Why  is 
devotional  literature  like  pornography? 

According  to  Harvard  theologian 
Harvey  Cox,  because  both  appeal  to 
prurient  interests. 

In  his  latest  book,  entitled  “Turning 
East,”  Dr.  Cox  asserted  that  “most 
allegedly  ‘devotional’  literature  today  is 
actually  a  kind  of  religious 
pornography.” 

He  commented  further  on  the  matter  in 
an  interview  with  John  Dart  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Times.  Dr.  Cox  maintained  that 
“the  pornography  of  sex  and  violence 
qualifies  as  pornography  because  it 
presents  sex  and  violence  unrelated  to 
the  concrete  lives  and  circumstances  of 
recognizable  human  beings.  It  is 
faceless.  But  so  is  much  of  the  ostensibly 
pious  literature  of  today.” 

The  theologian  cited  “Guideposts" 
magazine  and  “The  Upper  Room  ' 
devotional  guide  as  examples.  “Most  of 
what  I’ve  seen  is  the  sentimental  liberal 
type,”  he  said,  “but  there  is  a  lot  of 
Catholic  literature  of  that  kind,  too.” 

While  the  editors  of  “Guideposts” 
declined  to  comment  on  the  matter,  the 
Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam  of  Nashville,  the 
United  Methodist  minister  who  edits 
“The  Upper  Room,”  told  TM/UMR, 
“Harvey  Cox  is  right  about  some  forms 
of  devotional  literature.  We’re  making  a 
royal  effort  of  producing  the  kind  that 
doesn’t  fall  into  that  category. 

“At  the  same  time,  I  don’t  see  how  he 
could  talk  about  escape  from  the  world  in 
the  context  of  writing  about  the  religions 
of  the  East,”  he  said.  “I  haven’t  read  his 
book,  but  what  I  know  about  Eastern 
religion  causes  me  to  understand  them 
all  as  world-denying.  That’s  what  makes 
Christianity  unique.  The  Incarnation 
affirms  the  world  and  our  involvement  in 
it.  But  I  haven’t  had  a  conversation  with 
Dr.  Cox,  and  probably  won’t  be  able  to  do 
so. 

"In  the  meantime,  we’ll  keep  on  trying 
to  do  our  thing  as  faithful  to  the  Gospel  as 
w-ecanbe.”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 


ROCKFORD,  Ill.  (RNS)  -  Religious 
books  on  airport  newsstands,  the  Gallup 
polls,  the  charismatic  movement  and  the 
spread  of  Eastern  religions  indicate  that 
Americans  are,  by  and  large,  a  religious 
people.  Dr.  Martin  E.  Marty  told  a  group 
of  pastors  here. 

Indeed,  he  said,  the  country  is 
experiencing  religious  revival.  And, 
although  the  revival  will  run  down. 
Americans  are  likely  to  continue  to  be 
religious  in  some  form,  he  said 

“The  public  has  convinced  itself  that 
it’s  interested  in  religion  in  fresh  ways,” 
said  Dr.  Marty,  a  church  historian,  an 
associate  editor  of  "The  Christian 
Century”  magazine  and  a  University  of 
Chicago  professor. 

American  religion  in  the  future  could 
veer  toward  absolute  individualism  in 
which  each  person  has  his  own  private 
mix,  “suit  yourself”  religion,  he  said. 
That  is  more  of  a  problem  for  the 
evangelical  than  is  secularly,  and 
makes  it  much  more  difficult  to  present 
the  Christian  Gospel  to  people,  he  held. 

The  opposite,  a  destructive  course 
religion  could  take,  is  absolute 
homogeneity,  imposed  by  a  breakdown 
of  America’s  economic  system, 
establishment  of  a  surveillance  society  to 
combat  terrorism  or  the  like.  Dr  Marty 
said. 

A  more  positive  form  for  America’s 
religious  future  would  be  a  system  in 
which  religion  is  neither  individualistic 
nor  imposed,  the  church  historian  said 
He  pictured  a  “community  of 
communities"  in  which  differences  of 
religious  expression  could  be  maintained 
but  within  which  there  would  be  a 
concern  for  the  whole  diverse 
community. 

Dr.  Marty  addressed  about  100 
ministers,  lay  people  and  college 
students  in  a  day-long  seminar  at  Rock 
Valley  College,  a  community  college. 
The  seminar  was  one  in  a  series  for 
religious  professionals. 

Emphasis  on  mainline  denominations’ 
unique  roots  can  help  them  maintain 
strength  in  the  midst  of  a  more 
fundamentalist  revivalism,  he  said.  So 
can  emphasis  on  the  “rites  of  passage” 
like  confirmation  that  make  people  feel 
part  of  a  religious  community,  he  added. 

John  Wesley  said  effective  Christianity 
needs  a  warm  heart,  small  groups  and 
the  “virus  of  transformation,”  a 
conviction  that  God  is  active  in  the  world 
and  people  can  help  change  things.  Dr. 
Marty  said. 


United  Methodists,  he  held,  have 
maintained  the  latter  two  aspects  but 
need  to  re-emphasize  the  first, 
particularly  in  congregations  where  it’s 
hard  to  tell  whether  people  attend  out  of 
family  tradition  or  out  of  inner  religious 
intention. 

Lutherans  should  discover  their 
sacramental  heritage  and  Roman 
Catholics  should  reach  into  deep 
devotion.  Dr.  Marty  said.  “There’s  not  a 
religion  alive  that  was  not  bom  of 
experience.  When  that  dies,  you  are  in 
trouble.” 

President  Carter 
endorses  church 
related  colleges 

Compiled  from  News  Services 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  President 
Jimmy  Carter  met  in  the  White  House 
with  20  representatives  of  17  major 
denominational  groups  involved  in 
Christian  higher  education  and  told  them 
that  church-related  schools  “have  not 
always  been  understood  or  appreciated 
by  the  public. 

The  chief  executive,  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist,  said,  “It  is  important  that  you 
use  me  and  my  name  as  an  endorsement 
from  the  people  of  our  country  for  the 
contribution  that  has  been  made,  is  now 
and  will  be  made  to  our  nation.” 

In  the  group  was  Dr.  Ralph  Tanner, 
former  president  of  Birmingham- 
Southern  College  who  is  now  a  staff 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in 
Nashville.  Dr.  Tanner  said  the  meeting 
was  significant  because  of  the 
President's  personal  support  for  a  strong 
pluralistic  system  of  higher  education  in 
the  nation. 

United  Methodist  officials  have 
generally  concluded  the  future  of  the 
church-related  institutions  ultimately 
depends  on  a  favorable  public  policy. 
Otherwise,  tax  subsidies  to  state 
institutions  will  give  them  an  advantage 
over  independent  schools.  Some  states 
have  passed  legislation  giving  students 
tuition  grants  to  equalize  the  cost  of 
tuition  between  state  and  private  or 
independent  schools.  The  legislation  has 
been  upheld  by  the  courts  at  several 
levels. 


READY  for  previewing  and  planning  .  .  . 

UNITED  METHODIST 
VCS  Resources  for  1978 


VCS  Kits  save  time  and  money.  Check 
the  kit  of  your  choice: 


Cokesbury 


_VCS  KIT  #1  33.25  save  3.75 

Contains  1  each  of  all  leader's  guides,  student  s  books, 
packets,  publicity  aids,  and  resource  guide.  Order  No  1163 

_VCS  KIT  #2  71.95  save  8.20 

Contains  everything  in  VCS  KIT  #1  plus  one  each  of  the  five 
preferred  audio-visuals.  Order  No. 1174 

-VCS  KIT  #3  38.85  save  4.30 

Contains  1  each  of  the  five  preferred  audio-visuals 

Order  No.  1185 


Dale 
SEND  TO 
Address 
City 

Payment  Enclosed 


or  type) 

Slate 


Charge  my  Cokesbury  Account  Number  ' 

CHARGE  TO 
Address 

City  State 

Add  tax  where  applicable  Transportation  extra 
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Dr.  Graham:4!  used  to  play  God’ — now  view  changed 


Billy  Graham  preaches  at  recent  crusade 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Evangelist 
Billy  Graham  says.  "I  used  to  play 
God,  but  I  can  't  do  that  any  more.  " 

He  makes  the  comment  in  an 
interview  in  the  January  issue  of 
“McCall’s"  magazine,  during  which 
he  reflects  on  how  his  views  have 
changed  over  the  years  in  several 
areas  including  religion  and  politics. 

“I  used  to  believe  that  pagans  in 
far-off  countries  were  lost  —  were 
going  to  hell  —  if  they  did  not  have  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  preached  to 
them,”  Mr.  Graham  says.  “I  no 
longer  believe  that.  I  believe  that 
there  are  other  ways  of  recognizing 
the  existence  of  God  —  through 
nature,  for  instance  —  and  plenty  of 
other  opportunities,  therefore,  of 
saying  ‘yes’  to  God.’’ 

Speaking  of  people  like  Jews  who  do 
not  accept  Christ  as  their  Savior,  the 
evangelist  comments,  "God  does  the 
saving.  I’m  told  to  preach  Christ  as 
the  only  way  to  salvation.  But  it  is  God 
who  is  going  to  do  the  judging,  not 
Billy  Graham." 

(Mr.  Graham  issued  a  statement 
after  the  magazine  article  came  out 
saying  he  was  pleased  with  the 
accuracy  of  the  interview  but  “a  few 
of  the  statements,  unfortunately, 
convey  meanings  which  I  never 


intended  to  suggest."  Contrary  to 
what  the  article  says,  "I  do  believe 
that  non-Christians  are  lost  — 
whether  they  live  in  far  off  countries 
or  in  America,"  Mr.  Graham  said. 
"My  statement  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  only  way  of  salvation  pertains  to 
the  whole  human  race.  I  do  not  preach 
to  Buddhists  just  because  they  are 
Buddhists,  or  to  Jews  just  because 
they  are  Jews,  or  to  atheists  just 
because  they  are  atheists.  I  preach  to 
all  men  everywhere  both  the 
judgment  of  God  and  the  love  of  God," 
he  said.) 

Mr.  Graham  says  he  is  "far  more 
tolerant  of  other  kinds  of  Christians” 
than  he  once  was.  "My  contact  with 
Catholic,  Lutheran,  and  other  leaders 
—  people  far  removed  from  my  own 
Southern  Baptist  tradition  —  has 
helped  me.  hopefully,  to  move  in  the 
right  direction,"  he  explains. 

The  evangelist  asserts  that  his 
beliefs  “are  essentially  the  same  as 
those  of  orthodox  Roman  Catholics," 
and  draws  several  parallels:  “They 
believe  in  the  Virgin  Birth,  and  so  do 
I.  They  believe  in  the  blood  atonement 
of  the  cross,  and  so  do  I.  They  believe 
in  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus  and  the 
coming  judgment  of  God,  and  so  do  I. 


We  only  differ  on  some  matters  of 
later  church  tradition.” 

Mr.  Graham  relates  that  he  was 
invited  to  preach  in  Rome  five  years 
ago  by  the  city’s  Protestant  churches. 
Asked  why  he  has  not  done  so,  the 
evangelist  replies,  “The  facilities 
aren’t  good.  All  they  have  is  a  sports 
arena  outside  Rome  that  holds  only 
18,000  people.  But  I  did  look  at  the 
Roman  Coliseum.  If  they  could  fix 


that  up  and  make  it  safe,  I  think  I’d 

go.” 

Despite  his  reference  to  the  size  of 
preaching  facilities,  Mr.  Graham 
says  he  is  no  longer  concerned  about 
how  many  people  respond  to  his 
messages.  "I  don’t  even  give  a 
thought  any  more  as  to  whether  five 
or  5,000  people  come  forward,”  he 
declares.  "All  I  care  about  is  whether 
I  have  done  the  very  best  I  can  to 


explain  as  simply  as  I  can  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian.  ” 

The  evangelist  notes  that  "the  cost 
of  Christian  discipleship  is  coming 
more  and  more  into  my  message  now. 
This  is  where  I  think  I  failed  in  my 
earlier  ministry  —  I  didn’t  emphasize 
enough  what  it  costs  to  follow  Christ. 
That’s  something  I’ve  learned  from 
traveling  to  other  countries  and  from 
my  American  critics.” 

James  Michael  Beam  had 
conducted  the  interview  with  Mr. 
Graham  in  New  York  just  hours  after 
the  evangelist  returned  from  his  trip 
to  Hungary  in  September.  Comparing 
that  country  with  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Graham  says,  “I  wonder  whether 
Christians  don’t  have  a  harder  time 
coping  with  the  temptations  of  our 
society  than  the  Christians  in 
Hungary  have  in  coping  with  the 
difficulties  of  living  under  a  socialist 
system.” 

He  relates  that  "Jewish  lexers  I 
met  with,  said  that  although  they  are 
free  to  emigrate,  many  do  not  want  to 
leave  Hungary  because  of  the 
tremendous  amount  of  freedom  they 
now  have.” 

Commenting  on  the  possibility  that 
he  may  not  have  seen  all  aspects  of 
the  religious  situation  in  Hungary, 


Mr.  Graham  says,  “I’m  sure  there 
are  restrictions  on  (Christians)  that 
were  not  spelled  out  to  me.  You  could 
sense  that.  But  just  being  among  them 
I  felt  that  there  was  almost  a  New 
Testament  church.” 

Speaking  of  how  he  and  his  wife 
Ruth  handle  their  personal  finances, 
Mr.  Graham  says,  "We  had  to  give 
$400,000  to  the  government  and  gave 
away  another  $600,000  last  year.  I’d 
say  Ruth  and  I  spend  a  quarter  of  our 
time  trying  to  figure  out  how  to  give 
our  money  away.  We’ve  had  lots  of 
discussions  lately  about  how  far  we 
should  go  in  simplifying  our  way  of 
life.  It’s  even  occurred  to  me  that  I 
might  give  it  all  away  some  day  and 
go  off  and  live  like  Gandhi  did." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  interview, 
writer  Beam  comments  that  Billy 
Graham  “has  already  come  a  long 
way  from  his  early  days  as  a  hellfire 
Southern  Baptist  preacher.  He  has 
come  even  further  from  his  anti¬ 
communist  tirades  of  the  '50s  and  has 
learned  from  his  cozy  relationships 
with  Presidents.  Most  of  all.  he  seems 
to  have  learned  from  his  own  wife  and 
family,  how  to  be  more  tolerant. 
Billy’s  best  days  may  still  be  ahead  of 
him,  now  that  he  is  no  longer  willing  to 
play  God." 


Youngstown  religious  group  faces  bleak  problem 


YOUNGSTOWN,  Ohio  —  Bleak  and  empty  stands  the 
Youngstown  Sheet  and  Tube  facility  which  closed  this  fall 
terminating  5,000  jobs  in  the  Mahoning  Valley.  The  Rev.  David 
•.  Yoost;  pastor  of  Struthers  UMC.  looks  at  the  plant  which  some 
predict  may  cause  the  loss  of  an  additional  10,000  jobs  in  the 
ripple  effect  of  the  decision  to  close,  according  to  "East  Ohio 


Today,"  the  conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  Canton  Area,  joined  Roman 
Catholic  and  Episcopal  bishops  of  the  area  recently  to  form  the 
Mahoning  Valley  Religious  Coalition  to  explore  the  "profound 
issues  of  corporate  responsibility  and  justice"  raised  by  the 
closing  of  the  plant.  george schreckengost photo 


W  orld  leader  of  Methodist  women  says 


God’s  power ,  skills  can  effect  change 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC) 
Women  have  the  power  to  change 
conditions,  provided  they  learn  the 
necessary  skills,  but  “to  be  really 
effective  we  have  to  experience  the 
power  of  God.” 

This  was  the  assertion  of  the  top  world 
leader  of  Methodist  women  here. 
Elizabeth  Kissack  from  the  Isle  of  Man. 
United  Kingdom,  and  president  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women, 
spoke  to  the  North  American  Area 
seminar  of  the  federation  in  December. 

Some  60  women  developed  plans  to 
implement  their  programs  through 
regional,  state  and  city  seminars  over 
the  next  three  years,  on  the  twin  themes 
of  “Women  in  Christ’s  Redeeming 
Work"  and  "Living  with  Those  Who 
Differ  from  Us."  Representatives  from 
five  denominations  or  units  in  the  U.S., 
Canada  and  the  Caribbean  were 
involved. 

Aware  that  "power  corrupts,”  Mrs. 
Kissack  urged  women  to  start  at  the  local 
church  level  to  develop  and  use  skills 
needed  there,  in  the  broader  church  and 
elsewhere  —  "Skills  learnt  in  the  church 
are  needed  more  in  the  world  than  we 
need  them  in  the  church.” 

It’s  the  power  held  by  decision-making 
bodies  that  counts,  said  Mrs.  Kissack.  so 


MONEY  FROM  YOUR  LIBRARY'’  Do  you  ha- 
religious.  theological,  biblical  books  that  you  no 
longer  use"*  We  are  interested  in  purchasing  selected 
religious  titles  that  are  primarily  out-of-print  Send  a 
list  of  available  titles  with  the  approximate  price 
that  you  would  consider  selling  the  book  to  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  Bookstore.  Attn  Molly  Nash. 
4400  Massachusetts  Ave..  N  W  ,  Washington.  D  C. 
20016. 


Classified 


RATE:  48'  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
$12  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
hen  otherwise  approved  in  advance  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 


FOR  SALE:  Two  125  year  old  stained  glass  windows 
Each  window  8  feet  wide  by  18  feet  high  One  window 
depicts  the  Good  Shepherd  the  other  a  geometric 
design  centered  on  the  traditional  cross.  The 
mdows  are  in  excellent  condition.  Price 
negotiable  provided  they  can  be  placed  in  another 
sanctuary  Contact  Mr  R  D  Aho.  Secretary, 
Building  Committee.  Centenary  United  .Methodist 
Church.  Bath,  New  York  14810 


GIVE  HOPE  “Live  100  Years  —  Even  with  a  Fatal 
Disease"’ 1  tells  how  faith  heals  -  including  author  s 
critical  leukemia  Bookstores  or  Vantage,  516  W 
34th,  New  York.  N  Y  $4  95 


APPLICANTS  for  the  position  of  Administrator  of 
Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Waco.  Texas,  to  be 
vacated  upon  spring.  1978.  retirement  of 
Kennard  Copeland,  are  asked  to  forward  resumes 
before  . January  IS.  1978  Applications  including 
implete  educational  and  professional  background 
and  other  information  should  be  mailed  to  Search 
Committee.  Methodist  Home.  II I  Unerring  Ave 
Waco.  Tex  76708  All  information  will  be  kept 
confidential 


WANTED  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR 
for  2700  member  church  Send  resume  to  Littleton 
United  Methodist  Church,  1313  W  Shepperd  Avenue, 
.ittleton.  Colorado  '.Ki'U  794-6379 


women  need  to  do  such  things  as  develop 
a  talent  bank  to  get  “the  right  person  in 
the  right  job";  understand  the 
nominating  routine  and  how  to  challenge 
it;  read  minutes  and  other  material  to  be 
prepared  for  the  agenda ;  avoid  seating 
all  women  on  a  committee  together  in  "a 
ghetto”;  speak  at  the  right  time  (“The 
more  men  on  the  committee,  the  ruder 
she  has  to  be  if  she  is  to  get  heard”); 
learn  how  to  read  and  question  a  balance 
sheet,  and  train  "each  incoming 
generation.” 

But,  as  important  as  is  good  training  in 
business  affairs,  declared  Mrs.  Kissack, 
“how  much  more  important  for  the  world 
is  it  that  we  learn  how  to  be  instruments 
of  God’s  power."  Otherwise,  she  said, 
use  of  power  is  "apt  to  inflate  the  ego; 
the  power  of  God  will  crush  us." 

In  a  panel  discussion  of  "Living  with 
Those  Who  Differ  from  Us,”  several 
women  dealt  with  differences  involved  in 
age,  religious  beliefs  and  customs  and 
sex. 

Yonette  Johnson,  young  adult  leader 
in  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  in  Washington,  D.C.,  urged  the 
combination  of  youth’s  ideas  and  older 
persons’  experience  can  be  channeled  to 
good.  Reminding  that  "there  can  be 
growth  at  any  age."  she  suggested  young 
and  old  develop  relationships  in 
listening,  understanding  and  accepting 
the  thoughts  of  the  other. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Don’t  Blame  Your  Age 
For  Poor  Hearing. 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of 
special  interest  to  those  who  hear 
but  do  not  understand  words  has 
been  announced  by  Beltone.  A 
r, on-operating  model  of  the  small¬ 
est  Beltone  aid  of  its  kind  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
answering  this  advertisement. 

True,  all  hearing  problems  are 
not  alike  .  .  .  and  some  cannot  be 
helped,  but  many  can.  So,  send 
for  this  free  model  now,  and  wear 
it  in  the  privacy  of  your  home.  It 
is  not  a  real  hearing  aid,  but  it 
will  show  you  how  tiny  hearing 
help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to  keep, 
free.  The  actual  aid  weighs  less 
than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and  it’s 
all  a;  ear  level,  in  one  unit. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no 
cost,  and  certainly  no  obligation. 
Thousands  have  already  been 
mailed,  so  write  today  to  Dept, 
45/9  Beltone  Electronics  Corp., 
Victoria,  Chicago,  60646. 


Mrs.  Elsie  Randolph,  a  Silver  Spring. 
Md.,  Presbyterian  and  regional  vice 
president  of  Church  Women  United, 
encouraged  women  to  share  their  own 
religious  beliefs.  She  noted  she  has  not 
found  "religious  differences”  when 
working  with  ecumenical  groups. 

The  assembly  received  a  telegram 
from  President  and  Mrs.  Carter 
expressing  awareness  of  "your  spiritual, 
social  and  humanitarian  efforts  and  of 
your  positive  influence."  It  responded 
with  a  message  commending  the 
President  for  "the  stand  you  have  taken 
on  behalf  of  human  rights,  justice  and  all 
that  speaks  of  human  dignity.”  It  urged 
his  “continued  support  for  majority  rule 
for  Rhodesia,  a  firm  stance  against 
apartheid  and  flagrant  denial  of  human 
rights  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa." 

Pastor’s  daughter 
disappears  in 
upstate  New  York 

ONEONTA,  N.Y.  (UMC)  -  Christmas 
was  not  a  pleasant  event  for  a  Long 
Island  United  Methodist  pastor  whose 
daughter  disappeared  in  upstate  New 
York  in  early  December. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Velzy,  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Woodbury. 
Long  Island,  praised  the  church  for 
coming  to  his  aid  and  to  the  aid  of  his 
family  during  the  crisis. 

"This  is  a  time  when  the  church  as  a 
whole  has  ministered  to  one  of  its  pastors 
.  .  .  Probably  most  people  don’t  think 
about  it  but  ministering  works  both  ways 
—  from  lay  people  to  pastor,  as  well  as 
the  other  way  around,"  he  said. 

His  daughter  Linda.  18.  a  freshman  at 
the  State  University  in  Oneonta,  was  last 
seen  Dec.  9  hitchhiking  a  ride  back  to  the 
campus  from  downtown  Oneonta.  She 
was  not  seen  again. 

Police  have  ruled  out  kidnapping  in  the 
absence  of  any  ransom  note  or  phone 
call.  Family  and  police  cling  to  the  hope 
the  girl  is  being  held  against  her  will  and 
will  be  released  soon. 

Mr.  Velzy  said  his  home  church  on 
Long  Island  has  helped  him  through  the 
crisis  by  filling  in  for  him  so  he  could 
come  to  Oneonta  to  aid  in  the  search 

United  Methodist  churches  across  New 
York  State  joined  a  prayer  vigil  that 
began  in  his  home  on  Monday,  Dec.  19. 
Pastors  in  the  Oneonta  District  of  the 
Wyoming  Conference  have  done  their 
best  to  minister  to  the  Velzy’s  needs 
through  visits  and  gifts.  Each  church  in 
the  district  formed  a  prayer  chain  for 
Linda’s  safe  return. 

“My  wife  and  I  realjy  appreciate  all 
that  everyone  has  done  for  us.  We  are 
grateful."  Mr.  Velzy  said. 


American  Wesley ans  invited 
to  make  ‘Galilean  covenant’ 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.  (UMC)  - 
Persons  from  six  North  American 
denominations  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition 
are  being  invited  to  make  “a  new 
covenant  with  God  through  Christ”  in 
1979  along  the  Sea  of  Galilee  where 
Christian  disciples  were  first  called. 

"The  Galilean  Covenant  Experience” 
aims  to  bring  American  Wesleyan 
Christians  together  in  "covenant" 
communities  which  will  serve  as  nerve 
centers  for  the  developing  worldwide 
evangelism  program  being  sponsored  by 
the  World  Methodist  Council  (WMC), 
council  officials  said  here  in  announcing 
the  event.  Dates  are  Feb.  26-March  9, 
1979. 

From  the  Sea  of  Galilee  the 
participants  will  move  on  to  Jerusalem 
and  then  to  Athens  and  Corinth,  cities 

Author  gives 
helps  for  lay 
speakers 

"Look  Who’s  Talking"  by  Ronald  E. 
Sleeth,  Abingdon,  1977,  126  pp.  $3.95 
paperback. 

By  C.S.  WILLIAMS 
This  new  and  most  welcome  book  has 
been  recently  published  by  Abingdon  as  a 
guide  for  lay  speakers  in  the  church. 
Being  new  does  not  necessarily  make  the 
text  wiser,  but  it  does  have  the  virtue  of 
freshness  and  is  a  ‘ne  plus  ultra’  in 
precision  of  content. 

The  author.  Ronald  E.  Sleeth,  has 
written  a  surprisingly  comprehensive 
volume  of  10  chapters  devoted  to  the 
basic  principles  and  techniques  of 
effective  speaking.  After  his  scholarly 
book  on  preaching  titled  “Proclaiming 
The  Word,"  he  has  now  essayed  the  task 
and  succeeded  in  producing  this  terse 
and  instructive  guidebook  in  easy 
language  for  the  voices  of  the  laity. 

The  book  is  precisely  what  it’s  title 
suggests,  and  answers  the  layperson’s 
question:  "If  I  am  a  follower  of  Christ, 
when,  to  whom,  and  how  shall  I  speak?” 
It  is  not  made  up  of  rules  such  as  have 
burdened  the  pages  of  many  textbooks, 
but  clearly  sets  forth  the  principles  and 
precepts  of  natural  and  forceful 
communication. 

Three  characteristics  of  this  book 
should  be  noted;  (1)  Each  chapter  is 
summarized.  (2)  It  includes  most  all 
topics  related  to  lay  speaking.  (3)  It  is 
well  adapted  for  assignments  in  class 
study,  or  as  a  practical  resource  aid  for 
individual  development. 

Dr.  Sleeth  is  to  be  commended  for  his 
reference  in  chapter  three  to  the  basic 
needs  and  drives  a  lay  speaker  must 
recognize  in  each  particular  audience.  In 
the  fifth  chapter,  he  has  properly 
emphasized  the  need  and  importance  of 
always  formulating  a  clear  thesis.  Most 
important,  he  has  rightly  reminded  lay 
speakers  to  seriously  study  and  search 
the  Scriptures. 

These  lines  present  a  challenge  to  the 
laity,  and  bespeak  the  responsibility  of 
lay  speakers:  "A  postbaptized  Christian 
is  an  advocate.  He  or  she  wears  that 
label.  One  who  does  so  has  made  a 
commitment  ...  a  persuaded  Christian 
is  one  who  wishes  to  witness,  testify, 
speak  and  communicate  that  message  to 
others.  The  gospel  must  be 
communicated.” 

In  further  review  of  Dr.  Sleeth’s 
treatise,  the  following  conclusions  must 
be  made: 

•  Speech  is  another  rare  gift  in  helping 
others  sense  spiritual  values  and 
meanings. 

•  The  cultivation  of  a  pleasing  delivery 
is  best  achieved  through  much  practice, 
and  improved  and  perfected  by 
experience. 

•  Trained  lay  speakers  and  laypersons 
should  exert  their  religious  influence 
with  an  organized  and  sensible 
interpretation  of  both  God’s  Word  and 
their  faith. 

Dr.  Williams  is  conference  director  of 
lay  speaking  for  the  East  Ohio 
conference  and  lives  in  Akron. 


associated  with  the  movement  of  early 
Christians  out  to  confront  the  world  of  the 
first  century.  An  estimated  2,500  to  3,000 
persons  are  expected  to  take  part. 

According  to  Bishop  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe  of  Dallas,  chairman  of  the  U.S. 
section  of  the  World  Evangelism 
Committee  of  the  WMC,  the  Galilean 
experience  will  be  a  major  event  in 
linking  North  America  with  the 
worldwide  program. 

Bishop  Stowe  said  that  leaders  would 
include  two  of  Methodism’s  most  widely- 
known  evangelists  —  Oral  Roberts  of 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  and  Alan  Walker  of 
Australia. 

Dr.  Roberts,  widely  known  for  his 
television  appearances,  books  and  the 
university  in  Tulsa  bearing  his  name, 
will  preach  at  the  opening  service  on  the 
Galilean  shore.  Dr.  Walker  will  give  the 
concluding  address  in  Athens. 

Other  speakers  include  the  Rev.  John 
R.  Bryant,  pastor  of  Bethel  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  who  has  received  more 
than  1,400  members  into  his  church  in  the 
past  two  years,  and  the  Rev.  George  G. 
Hunter  III,  chief  evangelism  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Focus  for  the  event  is  on  “the 
challenge  the  American  culture  holds  for 
the  Christian  church  today,”  WMC 

Women  ’ s  center 
director  announced 

NASHVILLE  —  Sam  A.  Buchanan, 
chief  executive  officer  of  Scarritt 
College,  announced  the  appointment  of 
Eileen  J.  Stenzel  as  director  of  the 
college’s  Center  of  Women’s  Studies  here 
on  Dec.  22.  Ms.  Stenzel  will  assume  her 
duties  April  1, 1978. 

Currently  a  Ph  D.  candidate  at  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame,  Notre  Dame, 
Ind.,  Ms.  Stenzel  expects  to  complete  her 
dissertation  in  the  field  of  pastoral 
theology  during  the  spring  of  1978. 

A  former  classroom  teacher,  Ms. 
Stenzel  has  also  served  as  an  assistant 
administrator  of  the  Women’s  Career 
Center,  Inc.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 


officials  said. 

“This  is  not  just  another  tour  to  the 
Holy  Land  and  Greece,"  Bishop  Stowe 
said  in  announcing  the  plans.  “This  is  the 
right  place  and  the  right  time  for  a  new 
covenant  with  God  through  Christ.” 

Complete  information  on  travel 
arrangements  can  be  obtained  from 
World  Methodist  Council  offices  here,  or 
by  writing  to  Dr.  Raoul  Calkins, 
registrar,  at  P.O.  Box  6067,  Lakeland, 
Fla. 33802. 


How  about  a 
do-it-yourself 
coffin  kit? 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  A 
gift  for  the  person  who  has  every¬ 
thing? 

How  about  a  $115  do-it-yourself  pine 
coffin  kit?  If  you  can’t  afford  that,  the 
plans  are  $2.50  .  .  .  you  supply  the 
wood  and  nails. 

The  St.  Francis  Burial  and 
Counseling  Society,  Inc.,  founded  by 
an  Episcopal  Rriest,  offers  the  kits 
and  plans  as  a  low-cost  alternative  to 
an  expensive  funeral. 

Julie  Slavik,  executive  director  of 
the  Society,  said  that  the  do-it- 
yourself  project  also  "helps  you  work 
through  the  saying  good-bye 
process." 

Ms.  Slavik  said  that  participation  in 
the  burial  of  a  friend  or  relative, 
“helps  some  people  deal  with  the 
mourning  process."  She  explained, 
“if  you  turn  it  over  to  someone  else,  it 
takes  away  your  involvement." 

She  likened  such  participation  to 
planning  one’s  own  wedding.  “I 
wouldn’t  want  to  turn  that  over  to 
anyone  else,  ’’  she  said. 

The  Society  also  offers,  for  $150, 
birch  wood  coffin  kits  with  tongue-in¬ 
groove  construction  for  Orthodox 
Jewish  burials.  A  fiber  board 
cremation  tray  kit  is  available  for  $25. 


Give  now. 

So  she  can  learn  today...  and  earn  tomorrow. 


Right  now.  thousands  of  young 
black  women  are  seeking  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  They  want  that 
opportunity  to  learn. 

Since  1972  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  has  supported  twelve 
black  colleges  through  the  Black 
College  Fund. 

Young  adults  seeking  a  higher 
education  need  your  help.  They 
need  your  dollars. 

So  if  you’d  like  to  improve  the 


future  of  some  young  woman,  sup¬ 
port  the  annual  Black  College 
Fund  apportionment  through 
your  local  church  today. 

Your  dollars  will  provide  learn¬ 
ing  for  today. . .earning  for  to¬ 
morrow.  For  more  information 
write  or  call  today. 

The  Black 
College  Fund 


P.  O.  Box  871  Nashville.  Tennessee  37202  615/327-2700 
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Science  fiction  film  themes  touch  religious 

Religious  News  Service 


Science  fiction  has  become  box  office 
sensation. 

And  social  commentators  are  doing  a 
double-take  on  a  genre  of  literature  once 
considered  second  or  third  rate,  if 
considered  at  all. 

It’s  being  discovered  that  all  is  not 
lasers  and  phasers  and  little  green  men. 

The  best  of  the  tales  —  “2001 :  A  Space 
Odyssey,”  “Star  Wars,”  “Close 
Encounters  of  the  Third  Kind”  —  touch  a 
chord  of  human  responsiveness  that, 
some  say,  is  almost  religious. 

“Star  Trek,”  the  television  series  that 
spawned  a  whole  cult  of  “Trekkies”  and 
gave  the  name  “Enterprise”  to  the  first 
U.S.  space  shuttle,  has  from  its 
beginning  conveyed  a  message  of  inter- 
galactic  brotherhood. 

Themes  based  on  the  eternal  verities 
also  pervade  the  newer  films,  now 
dressed  up  with  breath-takingly 
spectacular  special  effects  made 
possible  by  computer  and  electronic 
advances. 


The  gadgetry  has  advanced  light  years 
beyond  the  now  laughable  paper  mache 
props  used  by  the  Flash  Gordons  and 
Buck  Rogers  in  movies  of  the  '30’s  and 
'40’s.  Yet  none  of  it  disguises  the  very 
human  qualities  of  such  other-world 
creatures  as  Chewbacca  the  Wookie  in 
“Star  Wars.” 

Sci-fi  writer  comments 

Ray  Bradbury,  considered  the  dean  of 
present-day  sci-fi  writers,  put  it  this  way 
in  an  article,  “The  God  in  Science 
Fiction,”  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
“Saturday  Review”: 

“Humanity,  after  all,  is  a  concept  that 
only  indirectly  has  to  do  with  shape,  size, 
color,  texture,  or  number  of  fingers, 
limbs,  heads,  presence  or  absence  of 
gills,  tails,  or  for  that  matter,  sex. 

“We  sense  a  near-humanity  with 
dolphins,  whales,  and  other  creatures 
here  on  Earth.  On  far  worlds  confronted 
by  six-foot  spiders,  we  would,  at  a  safe 
distance,  question  their  motives  to  judge 
their  humanity.  No  matter  how  dreadful 


their  maskings,  their  shapes,  their 
seeming  appearance,  if  Christ’s  Spirit,  or 
Buddha’s,  or  Muhammad's  instructed 
them  we  would  sit  back  and  break  bread 
with  them,  confident  that  they  were  no 
more  or  less  paradoxical  than  ourselves, 
knowing  that  dark  and  light  exist  in  us 
all,  with  the  will  to  murder  put  aside 
more  often  than  exercised.” 

Religion  often  implicit  theme 

Now,  critics  are  focusing  on  some 
theological  aspects  of  science  fiction  and 
discovering  that  many  works  have  had 
religion  as  at  least  an  implicit  theme. 

A  story  by  pioneer  science  fiction 
writer  H.  G.  Wells  is  one  oft-cited 
example.  He  built  his  “The  Time 
Machine”  around  a  world  in  which 
biblical  morality  had  been  discarded  for 
Nietzsche’s  concept  of  the  “Superman,” 
with  the  morals  of  the  Anti-Christ, 
beyond  good  and  evil. 

But  it  is  C.  S.  Lewis,  the  witty  and 
intellectual  advocate  of  Christianity,  who 
occupies  a  unique  place  among  science 


fiction  writers.  He  dared  write  a  novel 
from  an  explicitly  religious  viewpoint.  It 
was,  to  be  sure,  set  on  a  faraway  planet, 
“Perelandra,”  but  it  is  an  undisguised 
allegory  of  the  Fall.  The  novel  has 
attained  great  popularity  among 
aficionados  of  the  genre,  even  those  non¬ 
religious  or  hostilely  anti-religious. 

Often,  however,  when  science  fiction 
deals  with  religion,  it  is  from  a  negative 
stance. 

In  Arthur  C.  Clarke’s  seminal  work, 
“Childhood’s  End”  (1953),  for  example, 
alien  Chief  Karellen  comments  on  the 
leader  of  a  group  which  is  portrayed  as 
made  up  of  sincere  but  misguided 
religious  fanatics.  Of  this  man,  Karellen 
says : 

“You  will  find  men  like  him  in  all  the 
world’s  religions.  They  know  that  we 
represent  reason  and  science,  and 
however,  confident  they  may  be  in  their 
beliefs,  they  fear  that  we  will  overthrow 
their  gods.  Not  necessarily  through  any 
deliberate  act,  but  in  a  subtler  fashion.” 

But  what  of  “Star  Wars”?  What  do  the 


theological  implications  of  this  film  have 
to  do  with  its  astounding  popularity? 

Although  most  critics  have  drawn 
attention  to  its  traditional  plot  of  good 
versus  evil,  some  analysts  have  raised 
concern  about  the  unclear  elements  in 
the  portrayals  of  these  two  forces. 

One  of  them  is  David  Fetcho,  writing  in 
the  journal  of  the  Spiritual  Counterfeits 
Project  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  an 
evangelical  enterprise  set  up  to  study  the 
phenomenon  of  cults.  He  contends: 

“It  may  be  argued  that  ‘Star  Wars’ 
popularity  is  dangerous  because  it  plays 
so  powerfully  to  fundamental  moral 
categories.  The  audience  is  able  to 
transfer  its  primary  moral  longing  to  the 
action  on  the  screen  and  thereby 
experience  a  surrogate  resolution  that 
does  nothing  to  transform  or  even 
challenge  the  fallen,  dirty  tangle  of  ‘real 
life.’  ” 

Harold  O.  J.  Brown  expresses  concern 
that  the  evil  depicted  in  “Star  Wars”  is 
“undefined  and  unclarified.”  Writing  in 
“Christianity  Today,”  he  comments,  “We 


chords 

understand  the  Empire  to  be  tyrannical, 
and  we  see  its  sinister  genius  exemplified 
by  the  black-clad,  masked  Lord  Darth 
Vader.  But  exactly  why  it  is  evil  or 
wherein  its  evil  consists  is  not  specified.” 

In  a  “Time”  article,  Father  Greeley 
has  examined  “Close  Encounters  of  the 
Third  Kind”  from  a  theological 
perspective.  He  notes  that  “when  you 
deal  with  the  question  of  whether  we  are 
alone  in  the  universe,  you  are  necessarily 
dealing  with  a  religious  question,”  but 
warns  that  “if  science  fiction  has  built-in 
religious  tendencies,  its  answers  to 
religious  questions  are  not  automatically 
hopeful  ones.” 

Science  fiction  ‘respectable’ 

While  opinions  on  the  true  meaning  of 
such  films  as  “Star  Wars”  and  “Close 
Encounters”  vary,  there  is  a  growing 
consensus  that  science  fiction  is  coming 
into  its  own  as  a  “respectable”  and 
meaningful  genre  that  deserves  study  by 
scholars  of  religion  as  well  as  of 
literature. 


Report  queries  church 


treatment  of  marriage 


GENEVA  (RNS)  -  A  report  on  the 
theology  of  marriage  in  the  Lutheran, 
Reformed,  and  Roman  Catholic 
traditions  has  raised  questions  about  the 
problems  posed  by  how  divorce  and 
remarriage  is  treated  by  Protestants  and 
Catholics. 

Although  the  dialogue  found  a 
“common  conviction”  among  all 
Christians  that  marriage  involves  a 
lifelong  commitment,  it  also  noted  that 
Protestants  have  been  more  willing  to 
accept  divorce  and  remarriage  than  has 
the  Catholic  Church. 

The  report  is  the  result  of  several  years 
of  discussions  among  the  Lutheran  World 
Federation,  the  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches,  and  the  Vatican 
Secretariat  for  Promoting  Christian 
Unity. 

It  expresses  the  common  conviction 
that  “the  churches  should  not  disguise 
whatever  responsibility  they  have  for 
contributing  to  the  crisis  (of  marriage 
today),  partly  by  their  own  divisions  and 
divided  witness,  partly  by  caring  too 
much  for  the  institution  and  too  little  for 
those  involved  in  it.” 

While  acknowledging  that  marriage  is 
subject  to  constant  change,  the  document 
stresses  that  the  “basic  character  of 
marriage”  is  not  altered  by  radical 
changes  in  marriage  customs.  It  de¬ 
scribes  mafriage  as  a  “free  union  based 
on  reciprocity”  and  “cohabitation  that 
involves  the  life,  the  work  and  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  partners.” 

Another  aspect  of  marriage,  the  report 
says,  is  that  it  is  “based  on  a  community 
of  life  that  embraces  and  gives  security 
to  the  persons  and  becomes  enlarged  into 
a  community  for  the  begetting  and 
raising  of  children.” 

The  dialogue  found  agreement  that 
God’s  grace  is  bestowed  upon  the 
marriage  bond,  but  there  were  differing 
opinions  on  the  nature  of  this  grace.  This 
was  particularly  heightened  by  the  fact 
that  the  Catholic  Church  considers 
marriage  a  sacrament  while  Protestants 
do  not. 

On  the  problem  of  divorce  and 
remarriage,  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
participants  asked  the  Catholics 
“whether  in  their  approach  to  the 
indissolubility  of  Christian  marriage 
they  forget  the  quality  of  mercy  for  the 
sake  of  a  ‘mystery’  which,  to  their 
brothers  of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed 

Wom  en  religious 
leaders  visit 
UNICEF  projec  ts 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Representatives 
of  four  national  women’s  religious 
organizations  left  here  Dec.  29  to  visit 
projects  in  Senegal  and  Kenya  assisted 
by  UNICEF. 

They  will  be  led  by  Connie  Crosson, 
programs  coordinator  for  the  United 
States  Committee  for  UNICEF,  which 
has  organized  the  two-week  tour  in 
cooperation  with  the  United  Nations 
Children’s  Fund. 

In  Senegal,  they  will  see  how  UNICEF 
has  been  working  with  various 
government  agencies  to  promote  the 
provision  of  health  services  through 
training  volunteer  health  workers  and 
establishing  dispensaries.  While  in 
Kenya,  they  will  inspect  village 
technology  developments  promoted  by 
UNICEF  in  food  storage  and 
preservation,  water  conservation  and 
agriculture. 

Participants  are  Dora  Ashford  of 
Athens,  Ala.,  board  member  of  United 
Methodist  Women  and  their 
representative  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  Task  Force  for  the  1979 
International  Year  of  the  Child.  She  is 
assistant  professor  of  early 
childhood/elementary  education  at 
Athens  State  College;  Florence  G. 
Edelbrock  of  Detroit,  secretary  of  the 
National  Council  of  Catholic  Women; 
Edna  McCallion  of  Pelham,  N.Y., 
director  for  United  Nations  affairs  for 
Church  Women  United  and  supervisor  of 
the  CWU  office  at  the  Church  Center  for 
the  United  Nations;  Eleanor  R.  Schwartz 
of  New  York,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Temple 
Sisterhoods. 


churches,  seems  to  have  become  a  ‘law’ 
that  has  not  much  to  do  with  the  gospel .  ’  ’ 

The  Catholics  in  turn  asked  their 
Protestant  counterparts  "whether  the 
way  they  reconcile  divorce  and 
Christian  marriage  does  not  contradict 
the  mystery  of  Christ  and  also  whether 
the  practice  of  remarriage  after  a 
divorce  does  not  blur  the  principle  of 
indissolubility  itself.” 

Despite  these  questions,  the  report 
emphasizes  that  “the  Lutheran  and 
Reformed  churches  must  use  the 
possibility  of  remarrying  divorcees  in 
such  a  manner  that  this  will  not  obscure 
their  basic  conviction  and  their  witness 
that  marriage  is  of  lifelong  duration.” 


Theater  sign  takes  on  new  meaning 
ALBANY,  N.Y.  —  The  expression  "Oh,  God”  took  on  more  meaning  than  this 
movie  title  on  a  theater  sign,  as  residents  here  were  hit  by  nearly  12  inches  of  snow. 


Government  ‘fishing’’ discouraged 


Churches  issue  policies  on  investigations 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  If  a  federal 
investigator  walks  into  a  church,  shows  a 
badge  and  asks  to  see  congregational 
records,  what  should  the  pastor  do? 

Many  national  church  offices  are 
issuing  guidelines  to  answer  the 
question,  which  has  more  than  academic 
interest. 

At  the  former  Episcopal  Commission 
for  Hispanic  Affairs,  federal  marshals 
sought  information  on  alleged  Puerto 
Rican  terrorist  Carlos  Alberto  Torres, 
who  had  been  a  commission  member. 
Presiding  Bishop  John  M.  Allin  gave 
investigators  permission  to  look  into  the 
commission’s  files,  but  five  people 
connected  with  the  Episcopal 
commission  refused  to  cooperate  with  a 
grand  jury  investigation  and  were  jailed 
for  their  resistance. 

In  another  case,  the  Church  of 
Scientology  has  won  round  one  of  its 
multi-million  dollar  damage  suit  against 
the  FBI  for  raids  on  its  centers  in  Los 
Angeles  and  Washington. 

Seeing  this  as  a  trend,  denominational 
officials  and  attorneys  met  in  Newark, 
N.J.,  last  March  to  establish  an  orderly 
process  for  handling  inquiries  by  police 
or  other  governmental  agencies,  and  to 
discourage  “fishing expeditions.” 

The  meeting,  sponsored  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC) 
Division  of  Church  and  Society,  was 
chaired  by  the  Rev.  Lucius  Walker  Jr., 
and  Bishop  Allin. 

Denominations  which  have  enunciated 
some  sort  of  policy,  as  determined  by 
Religious  News  Service,  are  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. 
(Southern),  The  Episcopal  Church,  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  and  the  Church  of 
Scientology. 

Most  of  the  policies  or  procedures  have 
been  tied  to  the  grand  jury  reform  issue, 
in  which  many  of  the  denominations  have 
been  involved,  as  has  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

In  May  1977,  the  NCC  Governing  Board 
adopted,  as  part  of  its  resolution  on 
Grand  Jury  Abuse,  guidelines  which 
uphold  “due  process  of  law,  freedom  of 
association,  the  privilege  against  self- 
incrimination,  the  presumption  of 
innocence  and  the  free  exercise  of 
religion.” 

The  policy  states  “that,  if  and  when 


any  employee  of  a  church  or  church 
agency  is  approached  by  government 
investigators  (on  matters  related  to  that 
church  or  agency)  the  inquiry  be  handled 
by  the  senior  officer  available  (with 
appropriate  legal  advice)  ...” 

The  provision  suggests  “that  the 
investigators  be  asked  to  state 
specifically  in  writing  what  information 
they  want,  their  authority  for  seeking  it, 
and  whether  it  can  be  or  has  been 
obtained  in  any  other  way.” 

The  church  agencies  are  urged  to 
“make  contact  with  specialists  in  the 
ecumenical  community,  such  as  the 
Committee  on  Religious  Liberty  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  and  seek 
advice  of  legal  counsel  familiar  with 
church-state  law  to  determine  what 
information,  if  any,  can  properly  be 
given  to  the  inquiry  ...” 

Churches  and  agencies  are  advised  not 
to  “divulge  names  of  contributors. 


members,  constituents,  or  any  persons 
or  groups  with  whom  they  have  been 
working  in  a  relationship  of  confidence  or 
trust.” 

The  subject  of  the  investigation  and 
legal  counsel  must  be  informed,  the  NCC 
statement  says,  before  releasing  travel 
or  expense  records,  personnel  files, 
correspondence  or  other  internal  or 
confidential  documents  or  information. 

The  Rev.  Dean  M.  Kelley,  NCC  staff 
associate  for  religious  and  civil  liberty, 
said  such  guidelines  are  important  so 
that  denominational  officials  “are  not 
caught  off  guard  and  do  something  that 
they  and  other  denominations  might 
regret.” 

He  cautions,  “Government  agents 
have  what  they  regard  as  their  rights  and 
responsibilities  and  denominational 
officials  have  theirs. 

“We  think  that  it’s  better  for  churches 
to  be  forewarned  than  sorry  later." 


3 ‘Dear  Deborah’ 


iNewcomer  uneasy  with  dull  church ;; 


Dear  Deborah: 

What  can  one  do  when  one  moves  into  a 
new  town  and  cannot  find  a  compatible 
church  home ?  We  have  always  been 
loyal  United  Methodists  but  we  are  so 
turned  off  by  this  church  —  its  coldness, 
lack  of  program  for  children  and  youth, 
and  downright  dullness  —  that  we  are 
actually  thinking  of  sitting  these  years 
out  at  home.  We  can't  understand  how 
Christians  can  be  so  lackluster  when  the 
faith  is  so  exciting  and  inspiring.  Yet.  we 
feel  so  uneasy  about  this.  How  does  one 
cope  with  this  situation ? 

Wondering 

Dear  Wondering: 

Since  the  church  is  the  body  of  Christ 
and  bodies  can  have  ailing  parts,  it 
appears  that  you  have  found  such  a  part. 
This  church  needs  the  healing  touch.  Has 
it  occurred  to  you  that  your  family  may 
have  come  to  the  very  place  that  needs 
you  the  most?  Of  course,  we  all  want  a 
church  that  meets  our  needs,  and  that 
has  already  going  for  it  what  we  seek 
Why  not  take  the  difficult  way  and  do  all 
in  your  power  to  minister  to  this  church 
in  ways  that  can  bring  it  alive? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 


for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  The 
biblical  Deborah  helped  her  people  settle 
their  problems  and  our  modern  Deborah 
is  a  counselor  who  offers  her  insight  into 
contemporary  personal  needs.  Make  the 
letter  brief.  Although  individual  letters 
cannot  be  answered,  questions  for  the 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  letters. 
Write :  "Dear  Deborah."  P.  O.  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  Tex.  75221. 

Poem  of  the  Week  j 

Why  we  live 
By  JESSIE  J.  BROWN 
Where’er  I  go,  I  hope  I  may 
Live  on  a  street  where  children  play. 
They  clear  the  dust  from  grown-up  eyes 
Until  again  we  see  the  skies. 

Oh,  how  we  strive  for  self  and  fame, 
Forgetting  how  and  why  we  came 
To  live  at  all,  we  are  so  blind, 

So  lost,  we  forget  to  be  kind, 

Until  a  child  asks  us  to  stop 

And  help  him  spin  his  brand  new  top. 

And  in  this  joy  that  we  can  give, 

We  see  again  just  why  we  live. 


NASHVILLE  —  Coach  Norman  Weber  puts  his  Panthers,  the 
Hermitage  United  Methodist  4th-(»th  grade  soccer  team  which 
posted  an  undefeated  record  by  winning  the  10  games  in  the 
YMCA  Donelson  league,  through  its  paces. 

Soccer  was  introduced  in  this  area  by  Mr.  Weber  who  has 


organized  leagues  and  taught  players  in  several  cities.  A 
second  team  called  the  Falcons.  lst-3rd  graders,  came  in 
second  in  league  standings.  Thirty  boys  and  girls  —  over  80 
percent  from  Hermitage  church  —  competed  on  the  teams. 
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Mission  unit  presses 


bank  to  invest  locally 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  National 
Division.of  the*United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  started  talks  with 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Boston  about 
committing  some  of  its  funds  to  the 
development  of  Boston  neighborhoods. 
The  first  session  took  place  in  mid- 
December. 

The  division,  which  holds  3,700  shares 
of  stock  in  First  National  Boston  Corp., 
recently  filed  two  resolutions  with  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission  to 
appear  in  proxy  statements  going  to  the 
bank’s  stockholders  prior  to  the  annual 
meeting. 

The  first  resolution  requests  the  board 
of  directors  to  form  a  Community 
Reinvestment  Review  Committee 
including  neighborhood  representatives 
to  compare  the  percentage  of  deposits 
that  come  from  Boston  residents  with 
the  mortgage  and  home  improvement 
loans  made  to  city  residents. 

The  resolution  says  the  review 
committee  should  also  consider 
“reinvestment  strategies  which  promote 
the  preservation,  growth  and  vitality  of 
neighborhoods." 

According  to  the  National  Division, 

.  .  it  is  not  enough  for  our  bank  to 
simply  declare  it  does  not  redline.  It 
should  adopt  an  affirmative  stance  of 
examining  its  own  investment  patterns 
and  developing  new  strategies  of  urban 
reinvestment.” 

Officers  of  the  bank  explained  to 
National  Division  representatives  they 
do  not  make  mortgage  and  home 
improvement  loans  but  leave  this  field  to 


the  savings  banks. 

The  Rev.  Frank  White,  a  consultant  to 
the  National  Division’s  Economic  Work 
Group,  said  the  intent  of  the  resolution 
was  to  persuade  banks  to  invest  in  cities 
where  they  are  located  rather  than  send 
their  money  to  the  South  and  Southwest 
or  to  countries  like  South  Africa.  “We 
said  First  National  should  start  a  study 
to  find  what  is  the  best  thing  to  do,”  Mr 
White  explained.  “The  bank  asked  for  a 
more  specific  proposal  on  how  to  move 
into  this  area  and  this  we  will  provide.  ” 

Also  at  the  meeting  was  the  Rev.  John 
Collins,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
serving  as  consultant  to  the  Interfaith 
Center  for  Corporate  Responsibility.  He 
defined  “redlining"  as  the  arbitrary 
denial  of  credit  to  an  entire  geographic 
area  by  financial  institutions. 

“The  practice  has  not  been  limited  to 
racially  changing  neighborhoods,”  he 
said,  “but  in  recent  years  community 
groups  found  banks  applying  it  to  entire 
sections  of  major  American  cities.” 

Countering  bank  claims  that 
investment  in  redlined  neighborhoods  is 
a  bad  risk,  he  said  studies  have  shown 
home  mortgages  are  among  the  most 
secure  investments.  Delinquency  and 
foreclosure  rates  under  reinvestment 
programs  such  as  the  Philadelphia  Plan 
are  no  higher  than  in  suburban 
communities. 

T.he  National  Division’s  second 
resolution  filed  with  First  National  of 
Boston  asks  it  to  provide  a  list  of  loans 
the  bank  has  made  to  the  South  African 
government  and  its  agencies  since  1973. 


‘Christmas  Conference’  wrestles 


with  theology  of  John  Wesley 


SHAKERTOWN,  Ky.  -  Thirteen 
United  Methodist  doctoral  students, 
theological  professors,  and  resource 
consultants  met  here  Dec.  16-18  for  a 
contemporary  Christmas  Conference. 
The  weekend  event  was  sponsored  by  A 
Fund  For  Theological  Education  for  its 
John  Wesley  Fellows. 

Unlike  those  attending  the  original 
Christmas  Conference  193  years  ago^at 
Baltimore,  Md..  these  participants  were 
not  traveling  Methodist  preachers  —  nor 
was  their  task  to  begin  a  new  church. 
“We  came  together,”  explained 
conference  coordinator,  Dr  Kenneth 
Kinghorn,  “for  academic  exchange, 
mutual  encouragement,  and  spiritual 
reflection.”  Most  of  the  weekend  was 
devoted  to  theological  discussion. 

Current  John  Wesley  Fellows  are  in 
doctoral  programs  at  Drew,  Duke  and 
Emory  Universities,  and  the  University 


of  Durham  (England). 

Highlighting  the  weekend  was  a 
Sunday  morning  celebration  of  the 
Eucharist  followed  by  an  old-style 
conference  patterned  after  John 
Wesley’s  initial  1744  Methodist 
Conference  which  met  in  the  Foundery, 
London.  “Wesley’s  famous  question/ 
answer  format  was  used,”  Dr.  Kinghorn 
explained,  “and  participants  wrestled 
with  some  of  Wesley’s  original  questions, 
as  well  as  addressing  current  theological 
concerns.” 

The  sponsoring  group,  A  Fund  For 
Theological  Education,  awards  five  John 
Wesley  Fellowships  to  United  Methodist 
doctoral  students  each  year. 

“Our  aim  is  to  foster  a  cadre  of 
scholars  trained  in  the  Wesley  tradition 
who  will  maintain  a  lifetime  relationship 
with  one  another,”  stated  AFTE 
chairman,  Dr.  Edmund  Robb. 


‘Chaplain  Jim  ’s  ’  trucking  m  in  is  try 
offsets  ‘booze,  broads, gambling’ 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  He’s  known 
as  “Chaplain  Jim”  to  thousands  of 
truckers  whom  he  tries  to  convince 
“there  is  a  greater  power  than  what’s 
under  their  hoods  and  in  their  own  lives." 

For  26  years,  Jim  Keys  has  been 
preaching  safety,  courtesy,  the  simple 
virtues  of  family  life  and  of  brotherhood. 

He  took  his  nondenominational 
ministry  to  the  highways  of  North 
America  after,  he  says,  experiencing  a 
spiritual  rebirth  at  the  age  of  20. 

“We’re  tolerated  by  the  trucking 
industry,  not  really  accepted,”  he  said  in 
an  interview  here.  “It  was  worse  in  the 
beginning,  but  now  I  believe  we’re 
tolerated  because  some  good  things  are 
happening  on  the  highways." 

“Some  owners  have  become 
supporters  of  the  work,”  Mr.  Keys  said. 
“I’ve  had  a  few  of  them  tell  me  that  what 
we  put  into  men’s  ears  seems  to  sink  into 
their  hearts.  It  seems  to  follow  that  a 
man  who  is  right  with  himself  and  his 
family  has  a  good  relationship  with  his 
employer,  too." 

Mr.  Keys,  47,  no  longer  drives,  though 
he  is  on  the  road  constantly.  He  lives,  he 
said,  "on  faith  —  honorariums  when  I 
speak,  whatever  comes  in.” 

For  the  first  10  years,  Mr.  Keys  would 
hitchhike  to  truckstops  around  Toronto, 
when  he  still  drove  to  keep  food  on  the 
table.  “I  would  go  in.  talk  with  drivers, 
express  concern.  As  time  went  on, 
friendly  people  would  leave  word  for  me 
of  truckers  with  problems,  maybe  in  a 
hospital  or  having  trouble  at  home.  I'd  go 
see  them.  Word  got  around  and  I  began 


getting  calls  from  all  over  Canada  and 
the  United  States.  Somehow  I  would  get 
there." 

Loneliness  is  the  bane  of  a  trucker’s 
life,  Mr.  Keys  said.  “I’ve  been  over  the 
road  and  know  what  he  finds  when  he  has 
to  lay  over  Booze  and  broads  — 
syndicate  types  infest  the  truckstops  in 
the  East  especially,  with  prostitution  and 
gambling. 

“A  trucker  isn't  rootless,  but  he’s  on 
the  road  so  often  and  for  so  long  that  it’s 
hard  to  have  a  decent  home  life.  And 
drivers  are  running  scared.  They  see 
their  buddies,  killed  and  they  know  they 
could  be  next.  Fifty  North  American 
truckers  die  every  week  in  foolish 
accidents.” 

In  1951,  Mr.  Keys  founded  Transport 
for  Christ,  an  organization  that  equipped 
several  trucking  rigs  as  chapels  that 
roved  the  highways,  holding  services  at 
truckstops.  Last  year,  he  left  that  group 
and  founded  the  Association  of  Christian 
Truckers,  designed  to  serve  drivers  and 
their  families. 

“We  want  to  teach  drivers  how  to  live 
away  from  home,  to  keep  the  family 
bonds  strong,”  Mr.  Keys  said. 

Mr.  Keys’  association  has  taped  some 
television  shows,  which  are  being 
broadcast  as  public  services  programs 
on  many  eastern  stations.  He  hopes  they 
will  spread  across  this  country  and 
Canada 

Mr  Keys  came  to  Minneapolis  to 
organize  a  chapter  of  his  association. 
About  70  truckers  and  their  families 
attended  the  first  meeting  of  the  chapter. 
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LSU  students  participated 
in  Project  on  Global  Hunger 


Nine  members  of  the  student 
community  at  the  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  at  LSU  spent  part  of  their 
Christmas  holiday  learning  about  rural 
life,  agricultural  problems,  health  and 
nutritional  needs,  and  educational 
programs  in  the  small  (140.000  people) 
nation  of  Belize. 

Led  by  the  Rev.  William  Finnin,  the 
students  divided  into  three  groups  and 
spent  five  days  in  one  of  three  settings :  a 
Rural  Life  and  Agridultural  Training 
Program  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of 
Belize  where  they  lived  with  peasant 
farmers,  studied  cultural  and 
agricultural  traditions  of  the  region,  and 
interacted  with  settlement  farmers 
working  with  Indian  agriculture  and 


family  life;  a  Health  clinic  and  hospital 
setting  located  on  the  coast  in  a  Caribe 
village  called  Dangriga;  with  the 
director  of  the  Heifer  Project 
International  and  on  Central  Farm, 
Belize’s  ag-experiment  station. 

The  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to 
acquaint  students  with  the  first-hand 
problems  and  challenges  of  working  and 
living  in  a  third  world  nation.  The  British 
Methodist  Church  is  everywhere  present 
in  Belize.  The  trip  was  sponsored  by  The 
Project  on  Global  Hunger  at  the  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry  and  funded  in  part  by 
the  Project  and  by  support  from  several 
local  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  by  the  participants 
themselves. 


New  Officers  of  the  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  relax 
during  a  break  at  the  Methodist  Laymen's  meeting  in  Alexandria.  Serving  for  1978 
are  (from  left  to  right)  President  Ernest  C.  Arnold  of  New  Orleans.  Vice-President 
Goodgame  of  Pineville  and  District  Directors  Eloi  Primeaux  of  Lake  Charles. 
Delton  Hearn  of  Monroe  and  Ofney  Ellis  of  Baton  Rouge/Hammond.  ( Town  Talk 
photo  by  Larry  Jerden) 


Special  notices 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  and  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  meeting  concurrently,  added  their  endorsement  of  the  change  to  that 
voted  earlier  by  the  Council  of  Bishops.  Major  feature  of  the  change  allows  an 
annual  conference,  if  it  so  desires,  to  keep  for  its  own  programs  up  to  half  the  money 
raised  in  Advance  Specials  giving  for  the  missional  priority  on  ethnic  local 
churches. 

The  ethnic  local  church  Advance  Special  at  the  general  church  level  has  been 
lagging  far  behind  its  annual  goal  of  S3.5  million.  As  of  Nov.  30.  only  $173,717  had 
been  received. 


Monday  night,  January  16,  at  8:15  the  Seminary  Singers  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  SMU.  will  present  their  midwinter  concert.  They  will  have  just  returned 
from  a  tour  which  took  them  as  far  south  as  Monterrey.  Mexico. 

A  unique  part  of  the  program  will  be  the  presentation  of  Spanish  church  music 
sung  in  the  Americas  from  Renaissance  times  to  the  present.  Included  will  be 
authentic  music  sung  in  the  California  missions  and  in  the  Texas  missions  during  the 
early  part  of  the  19th  Century.  Contemporary  coritos  will  also  be  sung. 

The  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry  is  scheduling  a  slide  presentation  during  the 
program  given  at  the  Dinner  at  the  Convocation  of  Boards  in  Alexandria. 

An  up-to-date  list  of  persons  training  for  Diaconal  Careers  in  the  United  Methodist 
Schools  is  being  made.  Please  send  names  of  anyone  that  needs  to  be  included. 
Norma  Garlington,  Route  3.  Box  56.  Pitkin,  LA  70656. 

Dr.  Darrell  M.  Loyless,  chairman  of  the  department  of  history  and  govern¬ 
ment  at  Centenary  College,  has  been  promoted  to  the  post  of  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  development.  President  Donald  A.  Webb  announced  today.  The  appoint¬ 
ment  is  effective  January  1, 1978. 

In  his  new  position.  Dr.  Loyless  will  work  in  close  association  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Webb  in  developing  new  financial  resources  for  the  College. 


Dr.  Major  J.  Jones,  president  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  is  preaching  a  series  of  four  sermons  on  the  Book  of  Job,  at  Mount  Zion 
UMC.  in  New  Orleans.  He  has  recently  completed  two  of  the  sermons  and  will 
preach  the  third  sermon  in  January  and  the  fourth  one  in  February. 


Hurst  United  Methodist  Church  consecrated 


The  New  Sanctuary  of  Hurst  UMC.  Plaquemine.  La.,  was  consecrated  by  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  as  he  challenged  350-plus  people  in  attendance  in  his  sermon. 
‘Consecrate  Our  Lives.’  He  emphasized  that  our  future  definitely  depends  on  the 
quality  of  our  lives  That  we  must  be  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  consecration  is  a 
continual  experience  and  we  should  never  cease  to  commit  ourselves  to  God 
The  Building  Committee  members  are  Raymond  Smith.  Sr..  Chairman. 
Alexander  Carter.  Jr  .  Marjorie  Dejean.  Grace  Edwards.  Catherine  Johnson.  Ardie 
Scott.  Jr..  Ernest  Scott.  Lawrence  Stepteaux,  Henrietta  Vessel.  Leroy  Vessel,  and 
Joan  Watkins.  Special  attention  was  given  Mrs.  Lynn  Biggers  Bradley,  Architect; 
Mr.  W.  L.  Waldrep.  Surveyor;  Mr.  Alfred  Watkins,  Building  Supervisor;  and  Mr 
Alex  Carter,  Building  Coordinator.  Rev.  Wilber  Davis  is  pastor. 

For  the  years  to  come  special  emphasis  can  now  be  placed  on  the  Sunday  School 
and  working  programs  for  the  youth 


Subscription  F or  ni  52  issues  -  $3.50 

□  Cash  □  Check 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 

Please  Print 

Name _ _ _ _ 

Address _ 

City_ _ _ Church 

State  Zip  District 

Return  to  your  local  church  office  of  pastor.  LUM  Agent,  collection  plate  or 
mail  to: 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
P.  O.  Box  4325 

Shreyeport,  Louisiana  71104. 


Rev.  W.  G.  C.  Davis,  pastor  of  Hurst  Unitea  Methodist  Church,  walks  with  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  up  the  center  aisle  of  the  new  structure  to  begin  the 
consecration  ceremony.  After  Bishop  Shamblin  took  his  place  behind  the  pulpit,  he 
told  the  gathering.  "I’m  glad  to  be  part  of  this  consecration.  This  is  a  great  moment 
in  the  history  of  the  congregation  " 


The  United  Methodist  Women  officers 
for  1978  were  installed  during  a  morning 
worship  service.  New  officers  (left  to 
right)  are:  Mrs.  Catherine  Babb. 
President;  Mrs.  Bobbie  Martin.  Vice- 
President;  Mrs.  Fay  Clements. 
Secretary:  and  Mrs.  Josie  Foreman. 
Treasurer.  Rev.  Carey  Martin  is  pastor. 

Asbury  UMC.  Natchitoches,  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  and  members 
recently  completed  a  successful  “Extra 
Mile  Drive. ’’  designed  to  raise  additional 
funds  for  the  on-going  building  fund 
program. 

Rev.  George  M.  Alfred,  pastor  of 
Wilton,  Wesley,  Union,  and  Macedonia 
UM  Churches,  Alexandria  District, 
delivered  the  message  at  the  culminating 
service.  Program  participants  included 
Edward  Ward,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Rosemary 
Jones. 

The  eight-week  drive  was  conducted  by 
twelve  (12)  captains.  They  were: 
Mesdames  Dora  Combest,  Lovella 
Porter.  Daisy  Jones.  Vienna  Gay. 
Rosemary  Jones,  Thelma  Thrash. 
Winderlean  Lewis.  Odile  Ward, 
Jacqueline  Remo,  Gladys  Woodson  and 
Mary  Senere,  and  Pamela  Combest, 
youth  representative. 

The  grossed  income  from  the  drive  was 
$6,301.55. 


Methodist  Men;  St.  Luke’s 
willing  to  sponsor  new  clubs 

Information  Submitted  by 
John  W.  Holt.  Sr..  DDS 
The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  at  St.  Lukes 
has  a  monthly  supper,  which  is  prepared 
and  served  by  its  members.  It  furnishes 
fellowship,  leadership  and  worship  to  the 
20  or  25  men  of  varied  ages  in  regular 
attendance. 

As  a  service  club  many  things,  such  as 
a  riding  lawn  mower,  gas  grills,  have 
been  contributed  to  the  church. 
Sponsoring  basketball  teams  for  youth 
and  adults  has  been  an  ongoing  project 
The  ladies  of  the  church  are  included  at 
the  Valentine  meeting.  The  men  by  using 
their  physical,  mental,  and  spiritual 
talents,  support  the  pastor  and  the 
church.  They  believe  in  the  importance 
of  their  presence,  prayers,  gifts  and 
service. 

If  any  church  is  interested  in  starting  a 
men’s  group,  call  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in 
Shreveport  at  868-3613  to  reach  a  helping 
hand  from  their  club. 


Letter  to  the  editor 

Dear  Editor: 

I  am  an  inmate  at  the  Parish  Prison  at 
Baton  Rouge  and  the  Warden,  Roger 
Aucoin  has  given  me  permission  to 
enhance  our  depleted  Library  shelves 
with  softcover  and  paperback  books,  plus 
magazines. 

Therefore,  if  the  readers  of  Louisiana 
Methodist  would  look  about  their  homes, 
places  of  business,  sponsor  church 
drives,  and  ask  their  friends  to  bundle  up 
any  reading  material  and  send  to  us,  we 
would  appreciate  this  very  much. 

Our  greatest  needs  are  Western  books, 
which  are  in  continual  demand.  This 
shelf  is  always  empty.  However  any  type 
of  book  is  welcome. 

If  a  donation  is  forthcoming  from  your 
readers.  I  would  like  to  thank  them  and 
this  publication  in  advance  for  their 
contribution. 

At  this  time,  I  remain. 

Sincerely, 

Joe  Siegel 
Parish  Prison  F-2 
Baton  Rouge.  LA  70807 

Mission  Festival; 
North  Baton  Rouge 

Mission’s  Festival  Program  —  North 
Baton  Rouge  UMC  recently  held  a 
“Mission’s  Festival”  and  buffet  supper. 

Mrs.  Lelia  Fleming,  chairman  of 
Commission  on  Missions,  introduced  the 
guest  speakers;  Rev.  Spiller  Milton  from 
Dulac  Community  Center,  who  told  us 
about  the  progress  and  work  with  the 
Indians  in  the  Community  Center  Mrs. 
Spiller.  a  nurse,  related  experiences  in 
her  work  there  also.  They  brought  some 
beautiful  wood  carvings,  weaving  and 
beaded  jewelry  they  make  and  sell. 

Rev.  William  Mayo,  Administrator  of 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans,  spoke  on  the  neglected  and 
abused  children  they  receive  at  the 
home.  He  said  physical  and  sexual  abuse 
was  bad  enough,  but  the  emotional  effect 
on  the  child  was  the  hardest  to  cope  with, 
by  the  child  and  the  home.  Many  of  the 
children  have  to  have  psychiatric 
treatment.  His  talk  was  very 
informative,  but  heartbreaking.  There  is 
a  desperate  need  for  foster  homes  for 
these  children.  Rev.  Robert  C.  Carter  is 
pastor. 


A  number  of  dignitaries  and  friends  attended  the  consecration  service  of  Hurst 
United  Methodist  Church  Sunday.  Shown  are.  from  left.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow.  former  superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge- Lafayette  district.  Mrs.  J 
Kenneth  Shamblin.  Mrs.  Harvey  G.  Williamson.  Mrs.  V.  C.  Folse  and  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Lanier.  Not  shown,  but  present  during  the  ceremony,  were  Mayor  Stanley  R.  Hebert 
of  Plaquemine  and  S.  J.  "Bay"  Cardinal,  president  of  the  Iberville  Parish  Police 
Jury. 


150  ministers  to  attend  Pastors’ 
Workshop  on  the  Church  School 


More  than  150  ministers  have  pre-registered  for  the 
Workshops  on  the  Church  School  to  be  held  January  9-10  at 
Grace  Church  in  Ruston  and  January  12-13  at  University 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  leader  for  these  events  is  Dr.  Roy 
Ryan,  Director  of  Church  School  Development  in  Churches 
with  One  Full  Time  Pastor,  and  a  key  person  in  the 
development  of  the  Decision  Point:  Church  School  program. 
The  identical  sessions  will  open  at  10:00  a. m.  the  first  day,  and 
conclude  by  3 : 00  p.m.  the  following  day. 

Topics  in  these  sessions  will  be:  The  Pastor  as  Educator, 
The  Pastor  as  Teacher/Educator.  The  Church  School.  A 


Caring  Community,  The  Pastor  as  Church  School 
Administrator /Supervisor. 

The  latter  topic,  on  administration  and  supervision,  will  be 
divided  into  three  areas.  These  are  the  selection,  training  and 
support  of  teachers  and  leaders,  helping  persons  choose 
curriculum  resources  and  interpreting  the  resources,  and 
providing  a  variety  of  settings  and  groupings  for  educational 
ministry. 

Pastors  who  have  not  yet  pre-registered  may  do  so  by 
telephoning  the  Council  on  Ministries  office. 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Asbury  Methodist  Church,  Clinton, 
visited  Villa  Feliciana  Geriatric  Hospital 
to  entertain  125  men  in  Building  III. 

Members  attending  were:  Mrs.  Ola  C. 
Mins,  President;  Mrs.  Mary  Ella  Tutson, 
Vice-President;  Mrs.  Dorothy  Beckwith, 
Secretary;  Mrs.  Whilhelmina  J. 
Johnson,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Sherry  Smith; 
Mrs.  Louise  Nero;  Mrs.  Corine  Jarrell; 
Mrs.  Olevia  Chriss;  and  Mrs.  Ola  B. 
Fisher,  Secretary  of  Program  Resource. 


Members  of  the  Administrative  Board 
of  First  UMC.  Algiers,  N.  O.  were 
installed.  L-R  Mr.  Tom  Flynn. 
Layleader.  and  Mr.  Jack  McClanahan, 
Administrative  Board  Chairman  are 
pictured  here.  (Left  to  right) 


Around  the  Conference 


Victory  Sunday 
was  celebrated  at 
St.  Paul's  UMC. 

The  church  exceed¬ 
ed  its  $172,000  finan¬ 
cial  goal  for  1978. 

This  represents  a 
14%  increase  over 
commitments  one 
year  ago.  J.  C. 

Cunningham,  the 
General  Manager, 
is  pictured  on  the 
left  giving  certifi¬ 
cates  of  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Thurman  Potts,  executive  secretary,  and  Roy 
Lange.  Financial  Committee  Chairman. 

St.  Paul’s  25th  Anniversary  present,  an  I.T.  Verdin  Century  III  Carillon  system, 
was  presented  for  dedication  at  the  two  morning  worship  hours  on  December  4, 1977. 
The  system  includes  a  control  unit  which  is  capable  of  playing  pre-recorded  sacred 
music,  any  one  of  five  bell  peals  using  up  to  six  bells  in  each  peal,  and  a  twenty-five 
note  keyboard  played  from  the  organ  console.  The  carillon,  an  anniversary  gift  to 
the  church  from  its  members,  was  purchased  and  installed  at  a  cost  of 
approximately  $10,800.00.  The  bells  are  currently  being  played  at  12:00  noon  Monday 
through  Saturday,  8:15  a.m.,  10:30  a.m.  on  Sundays,  and  at  such  occasions  as  are 
desirable.  The  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway  is  Pastor  of  St.  Paul’s. 

Asbury  United 
Methodist  Women, 

Lafayette,  held  for 
their  Fall  fund 
raising  project  a 
Seminar  on  “The 
Inner  Woman” 
with  Mrs.  Elsa 
Rosborough  of 
Houston.  Texas 
conducting  the  seminar.  The  seminar 
emphasized  the  development  of  the  self- 
image.  a  feeling  of  self-esteem  and  self- 
worth.  Over  300  people  were  in 

attendance.  Mrs.  Judy  Atkinson  of 
Asbury  was  in  charge  of  the 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr., 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lafayette,  held  an  Open  House  for  all 
members  and  friends  of  Asbury  to  see 
the  newly  acquired  parsonage  at  401  Live 
Oak  Blvd.  The  Open  House  was  on 
Sunday  Afternoon  with  members  of  the 
parsonage  committee  assisting  the 
Fraziers. 


Youth  from  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge,  with  their  counselors  visited  the  women's 
prison  at  St.  Gabriel.  Five  Segments  of  our  youth  program  were  represented:  the 
Clown  Ministry  group,  the  Young  Artists  group  (who  make  the  props  for  the 
clowns),  the  youth  choir,  the  youth  handbell  choir,  and  the  “Cooks  for  Christ”  (who 
make  the  refreshments  for  such  projects). 

These  young  people  visited  with  and  provided  a  program  and  refreshments  for 
<ouglas  McGuire  is  pastor. 


Couples  from  Ingleside  UMC  and 
Gentilly  UMC  recently  attended  the 
Marriage  Enrichment  Weekend 
sponsored  by  the  New  Orleans  Districts. 
The  weekend  leaders  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jim  Hengstenberg  Associate  Minister 
and  wife,  of  Asbury  UMC.  Lafayette. 
Rev.  Wm.  Haskell  is  pastor  of  Gentilly 
and  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  is  pastor  at 
Ingleside. 


Haskin  Chapel  UMC  of  Zwolle,  La.  held 
its  69th  Church  Anniversary  recently 
with  Rev.  Lee  Jennings  of  Benton,  La., 
as  the  guest  speaker  of  Zwolle,  Louisi¬ 
ana.  $1221.70  was  raised.  Rev.  Hurvey 
Sweazie  is  pastor. 

A  talent  program  was  held  at  First 
UMC,  Franklin.  Members  and  friends 
brought  their  best  work,  with  a  variety 
and  beauty  to  the  display.  Rev.  Richard 
Hoffpauir  is  pastor. 


Death  notice 

Mrs.  Carrie  Pierce  McKinnon,  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  First  UMC, 
Slidell,  died  Monday,  December  12,  after 
a  lengthy  illness. 
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News  Releases  from 
Perkins  School  Of  Theology 


Perkins  Alumni  Council 

Dr.  0.  A.  McBrayer,  President,  Perkins  Alumni  Council  and  Pastor  of  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  Midland,  Texas,  has  announced  that  the  Perkins  Alumni 
Council  in  its  annual  meeting  October  31  set  January  1978  for  the  launching  of  this 
year’s  annual  Alumni  Loyalty  Campaign.  Proceeds  from  the  drive  is  designated  to 
student  scholarships  and  aid,  effective  June  1.  For  the  past  two  years  the 
contributions  to  the  Alumni  Loyalty  Campaign  have  been  designated  for  the  Perkins 
Intern  Program,  and  the  entire  council  affirmed  its  continued  support  for  the  Intern 
Program  as  the  greatest  step  forward  in  theological  education  in  many  years. 

Presentations  by  Perkins  student  senator  Ihsan  Ardhuerumbly  and  Perkins 
student  body  co-convenor  Dale  Hensarling,  pointed  out  that  the  average  present  cost 
to  a  student  at  Perkins  receiving  maximum  tuition  scholarships  is  $1,206  per  year  in 
tuition  and  fees,  plus  board  and  room. 

All  funds  received  prior  to  June  1,  1978,  will  be  designated  as  in  the  past  for  the 
Perkins  Intern  Program.  After  June  1,  1978  funds  will  be  designed  for  student 
scholarship  aid.  It  is,  possible  for  any  contributor  to  designate  a  specific  use  for  a 
gift. 

Church  Music  Workshop 

On  Sunday  night,  February  5,  and  Monday,  February  6,  the  Graduate  Program  in 
Sacred  Music  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  is  sponsoring  a  Church  Music 
Workshop  featuring  Alice  Parker,  folk  song  arranger  and  author  of  Creative  Hymn- 
Singing.  In  recent  years  Ms.  Parker  has  focused  on  the  great  wealth  of  hymns  in  our 
hymnals  representative  of  specific  times  and  places  in  the  history  of  the  church.  Her 
book.  Creative  Hymn-Singing;  presents  some  of  this  material.  Not  only  will  she 
bring  this  study  to  the  workshop,  but  will  work  with  participants  in  improvising 
creative  settings  of  hymns  to  be  sung  by  choir  and  congregation. 

Jane  Marshall,  noted  church  music  composer  and  teacher,  has  selected  a  packet 
of  anthems  which  she  will  lead  the  workshop  in  reading  through. 

Roger  Deschner.  the  Director  of  the  Sacred  Music  program,  is  inviting  all  who  are 
interested  to  attend  the  Workshop  without  charge. 

Ministers’  Week 

The  forty-third  annual  Ministers’  Week  will  be  held  on  the  campus  of  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  on  Monday,  February  6-Thursday,  February  9, 1978. 

The  Fondren  Lectures  for  Ministers’  Week  ’78  will  be  given  by  Dr.  Claire  Randall. 
General  Secretary  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA  with 
headquarters  in  New  York.  She  is  the  first  woman  to  be  chief  administrative  officer 
of  the  Council,  a  cooperative  agency  of  thirty  protestant.  Anglican,  and  Orthodox 
churches,  with  a  staff  of  approximately  375  persons.  She  will  give  four  lectures  on 
the  subject,  “New  Beginnings;  The  Ecumenical  Movement,  Phase  III.  ” 

The  Peyton  Lectures  >vill  be  presented  by  Dr.  Carlyle  Marney.  founder  and 
Director  of  Interpreters’  House,  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina.  He  will  give  a 
sermon  series  on  the  theme,  “A  Christian  Style?’’,  and  his  sermon  titles  are 
“Creation:  An  Ethic  of  Parsimony “Covenant:  An  Ethic  of  Responsibility;"  and 
“Incarnation:  An  Ethic  Identity.” 

The  three  Jackson  Lectures  for  1978  will  be  presented  by  Dr.  Leander  E.  Keck, 
Professor  of  New  Testament  and  Chairman  of  the  Division  of  Religion  of  the 
Graduate  School  at  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  His  overall  theme  will  be  “The  Bible  in  the  Church."  Dr.  Keck’s  sermon 
titles  are:  “Criticism  and  the  Recovery  of  the  Canon;  ”  “The  Canon  as  the  Criterion 
of  Gospel ;  ”  and  “The  Canon  in  Christian  Worship.  ” 

A  number  of  interesting  and  informative  Continuing  Education  Workshops  will  be 
conducted  during  Ministers’  Week  ’78  with  members  of  the  Perkins  faculty  and 
other  resource  persons  as  leaders. 

Laity  Week 

Laity  Week  ’78  at  Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
February  9-11,  1978  will  once  again  feature  seminary  courses  and  seminars  taught 
by  members  of  the  Perkins  faculty  as  condensation  of  regular  seminary  courses. 

Dr.  Douglas  E.  Jackson,  Professor  of  The  Sociology  of  Religion  at  Perkins,  SMU, 
will  present  three  lectures  on  the  theme,  “Christian  Social  Action:  Not  an  Option, 
But  a  Necessity." 

Presiding  over  the  Laity  Week  Luncheon  on  Friday  of  Laity  Week  will  be  Mr.  Leo 
Baker  of  Dallas,  Coordinator  of  the  Perkins  Lay  Advisory  Council  and  member  of 
Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist  Church.  The  luncheon  will  feature  an  address  by  a 
distinguished  lay  person. 

Courses  and  seminars  offered  during  the  fifth  annual  Laity  Week  are: 

Courses 

1.  “Introduction  to  Theology"  —  Dr.  Leroy  T.  Howe.  Associate  Dean  and 
Professor  of  Philosophical  Theology. 

2.  “Jesus  in  the  First  Three  Gospels ”  Dr.  Virgil  P.  Howard.  Assistant  Professor 
of  Preaching. 

3.  “Shaping  of  the  Early  Church ”  —  Dr.  William  S.  Babcock.  Assistant  Professor 
of  Church  History. 

Seminars 

1.  " Some  Aspects  of  Modern  Jewish  Thought ”  —  Rabbi  Levi  Olan.  Visiting 
Faculty. 

2.  “ Introduction  to  Jeremiah"  —  Dr  James  M.  Ward.  Professor  of  Old 
Testament. 

3.  “John  Wesley  as  Seen  in  His  Diaries ”  —  Dr.  Richard  P.  Heitzenrater. 
Associate  Professor  of  Church  History  and  Methodist  Studies. 

4.  “Apocalyptic:  From  Daniel  to  Revelation ”  —  Dr.  Harold  W  Attridge. 
Assistant  Professor  of  New  Testament 

5.  “ Interpersonal  Communications  Skills"  —  The  Rev.  James  A  Gwaltney. 
Associate  Director  of  the  Intern  Program. 

Full  registration  for  Laity  Week,  which  would  include  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday  sessions,  is  $25.00.  Each  person  attending  under  full  registration  will  be 
able  to  take  one  course  and  one  seminar  and  attend  all  of  the  Laity  Week  lectures. 
Partial  registration  is  provided  for  those  wishing  to  register  for  either  one  or  two 
days  of  the  three-day  event.  The  partial  registration  fee  $15.00.  No  meals  or  lodging 
are  included  in  the  registration  fee. 


News  briefs 


DAN  STEERE. 
\  associate  pastor  of 
a  Houston's  First 

■  UMC  and  founding 

1  pastor  of  the  Fran 

*  c is  Asbury  UMC  in 

Baton  Rouge,  uses 
a  speaker-phone  and 
]  long-distance  tele- 
I  phone  lines  in  a 
I  unique  way.  He  will 
connect  partici¬ 
pants  at  the  NA  TIONALA  UDIO-VISUAL 
ASSOCIATION  S  RELIGIOUS  CON 
i'ERENCE  banquet  with  the  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Church  and  Synagogue  Library 
Association  in  Nashville  and  the  organ¬ 
izing  officer  of  the  Media  Action  Re¬ 
search  Center  in  New  York  for  dialogue 
during  the  annual  banquet  in  Houston. 
Monday  evening.  January  16. 

Consultation  News  Release 
Ms.  .1  Vornita  Booker,  Mount  Zion 
UMC,  New  Orleans,  Vice  Chairman  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and 
Lay  Representative  to  the  Jurisdictional 


Matheny  dissents 
on  judicial 
council  decision 

Tom  Matheny,  President  of  the 
Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  Louisiana  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  recently  presented  a  dissenting 
opinion  to  the  Judicial  Council  regarding 
its  decision  to  rule  unconstitutional 
paragraphs  451.2  and  934.6  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline. 

The  effect  of  these  two  paragraphs  is  to 
allow  a  husband  and  wife  who  are  both 
ordained  ministers  to  serve  the  same 
church  and  divide  the  salary,  while 
waiving  additional  pay  to  which  the  two 
of  them  would  otherwise  be  entitled 
under  the  minimum  salary  rule  of  the 
conference.  A  minimum  salary  for  two 
ministers,  double  the  amount  for  one, 
would  presumably  be  larger  than  the 
salaries  paid  by  many  churches. 

In  his  opinion,  Mr.  Matheny  said,  “It  is 
obvious  that  the  General  Conference  was 
attempting  to  deal  with  the  evergrowing 
and  very  healthy  situation  in  which  both 
husband  and  wife  are  ordained  clergy 
...  It  was  enacted  to  give  flexibility  in 
permitting  husband  and  wife  to  perform 
their  respective  ministry  in  more  or  less 
close  association  the  one  to  the  other,  in 
fulfillment  of  their  individual  and  joint 
calling  to  ministry,  and  to  the  glory  of 
God  through  the  church.” 

Mr.  Matheny  pointed  out  the  Book  of 
Discipline, in  other  places,  allows 
flexibility  in  the  application  of  the 
minimum  salary  rule  which  could 
include  the  waiver  of  minimum  salary  by 
clergy  couples. 

Of  primary  concern,  he  declared,  is  the 
individual  nature  of  persons  with  respect 
to  conference  membership,  ordination 
and  appointment.  In  each  of  these  areas, 
he  said,  persons  are  related  (to  the 
United  Methodist  ministry)  without 
reference  to  sex  or  marital  status  as 
individuals  who  on  the  one  hand  have 
rights  and  on  the  other  hand  have 
responsibilities. 

Mr.  Matheny  further  explained.  “It  is 
not  inconsistent  ...  if  one  paragraph  of 
the  Discipline  provides  for  certain  rights 
and  another  paragraph  provides  that  a 
person  may  voluntarily  waive  such 
rights.” 

The  Judicial  Council  is  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  It 
rules  on  questions  of  interpretation  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline.  Minority  opinions  are 
frequently  presented,  though  the 
majority  opinion  becomes  official  for  the 
church. 


A.V.  Library 
up-date 

A  new  A-V  Catalog  is  in  the  process  of 
being  compiled.  New  A-V  items  will  be 
placed  in  the  Louisiana  Methodist  until 
the  catalog  is  completed. 


New  A-V  items: 

1 )  Three  sets  of  20  slides  related  to  the 
three  missional  priorities  for  this 
quadrennium:  The  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church,  World  Hunger,  and 
Evangelism.  Mixing  these  slides  with 
ones  of  your  own,  you  can  make  a  show 
relating  your  congregation  and 
community  to  the  national  and  global 
dimensions  of  each  study.  Each  set  of 
slides  comes  in  a  plastic  sleeve  that  will 
sit  in  a  looseleaf  notebook,  and  is 
accompanied  by  a  sheet  with  slide 
descriptions  and  program  ideas. 

2)  Ye  Shall  Be  My  Witnesses  —  In  this 
kit.  you  will  find  helpful  resources  for 
every  program  in  the  1978  program 
resources  book.  On  the  two  cassettes  you 
will  find  interviews  with  each  of  the 
authors  of  the  programs.  These 
resources  will  not  only  assist  you  in 
preparing  your  programs,  but  also  give 
you  ideas  on  how  you  can  invent  some  of 
your  own.  Above  all,  this  kit  will 
stimulate  your  imagination  and  help  as 
you  plan  your  programs  in  the  coming 
year. 

3)  How  Good  Life  Can  Be  —  This  24 
minute,  color  16mm  film  is  set  to  music 
using  the  theme  “When  you  do  something 
good  for  someone  else,  you  are  going  to 
find  yourself."  The  film  uses  examples  of 
people  giving  of  their  time  and  talent  to 
help  others.  A  teacher  instructing 
handicapped  children  to  swim  receives  a 
sense  of  purpose  and  a  smile  for  her 
reward.  A  father  and  his  sons  stop  to  help 
someone  with  car  trouble  and  experience 
the  closeness  to  each  other  after  sharing 
together  in  doing  this  small  deed.  “When 
you  give  to  other  people,  you  are  really 
giving  to  yourself;  so  be  willing  to  be 
distrubed  and  be  willing  to  get  involved." 

4)  Mandy  and  Jorge  —  Two  10  minute 
presentations  on  “Mandy”  and  “Jorge," 
two  lives  that  were  touched  by  the  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute  in  El  Paso,  Texas: 
Jorge  —  the  story  of  a  student  who  is  a  17 
year  old  Mexican  boy  that  is  shy,  poor, 
and  quiet:  Many  —  young  school  teacher 
in  Minnesota  whom  God  spoke  to  when 
she  went  to  the  Lydia  Patterson  Institute. 


Around  the  Conference 

WESTLAKE,  LA.  —  God  has  wonderfully  blessed  the  Westlake  UMC  during  the 
month  of  December  Confirmation  classes  for  both  Jr.  and  Sr.  Highs  were  held  in 
December.  The  total  new  additions  for  December  included  13  on  profession  of  faith, 
5  from  other  denominations,  two  by  transfer  for  a  grand  total  of  20  during  the  month 
of  December.  Rev.  Arby  W.  Cooby  is  pastor. 


New  Members 
December  11th 


The  group  uniting  with  the  Westlake  UMC  December  11th  (left  to  right )  Mrs 
Wilbur  Allen.  Jimmy  Miller.  Sandra  Hudson.  Judy  Ellender.  Tammi  Buchert.  Mrs. 
Sam  Ellender.  Larry  D.  White.  Jessica  White.  Cindy  Ellender.  Terri  White.  Donnie 
Davis.  T rina  Davis.  Patricia  Walker.  Dennis  Manuel  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  White. 


Council  on  Ministries,  was  a  consultant 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  The  Consultation 
on  Ministries  with  Nursery  and 
Kindergarten  Children  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Methodist  Children’s  Home 
To  Begin  Family  Ministry 

Rev.  Douglas  T.  Williams,  Jr., 
chaplain  at  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
will  supervise  a  new  service  of  the  Home 
designed  to  teach  skills  for  effective 
parent-child  relations,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  Mr.  Terrel  J.  DeVille, 
Executive  Director 

Helping  healthy  families  become  more 
healthy  in  their  relationships  will  be  the 
focus  of  this  program.  Three  two-  day 
training  sessions  are  to  he  planned  in 
three  different  local  churches  during 
1978  A  minimum  of  16  persons  per 
session  is  needed. 

Local  church  leaders  who  would  like  to 
lx-  included  among  the  three  churches 
where  training  will  be  held  this  year  may 
write  to  Rev.  Williams  at  P.O  Drawer  H. 
Huston,  71270, 


Alexandria  District  Ministers  &  Wives  Christmas  Luncheon  at  Pineville  First 
Church,  Rev.  J.  T.  Cupples  —  Boyce.  La..  Rev.  Jerome  Cain.  District 
Rev.  James  L.  Allen  —  Jena.  La.,  and  Rev.  Beverly  E.  Bond  is  the  host  pastor.  Mrs. 
Jerome  Cain  is  in  the  center  of  the  second  picture. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  entertained  a  large  group  of  members  and 
friends  of  the  Camphor  UMC  for  a  “Christmas  Open  House.  Serving  with  the  Calvins 
in  the  house  party  were  Mesdames:  Gloria  Chapman,  Brenda  Davis.  Thelma  Louise 
McDonald.  Blanch  Felder,  Kathryn  Jenkins.  Olivia  G.  Harris.  Gloria  Handy.  Diane 
Henry.  Portia  Hubband,  Eula  Masingale,  Helen  T.  McCrory,  and  Ardessa  Prophet. 


Death  Notice 

Mrs.  Marietta  Johnson  Brown,  85,  the 
widow  of  the  late  Rev.  T  A.  Brown  and 
a  retired  school  teacher  in  Calcasieu 
Parish,  died  in  Lake  Charles  Dec.  28,  '977. 
Mrs.  Brown  was  active  in  many  organi¬ 
zations  including  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  Parsonettes. 


Special  Notice  ^ 
Subscriptions  are  being  received 
every  day,  which  are  welcome,  but  it 
would  help  the  office  if  each  subscrip¬ 
tion  were  marked  new  or  renewal. 
For  an  extra  $1  or  $4.50  total  the  new 
subscription  could  begin  immediately 
in  January  instead  of  March  1. 1978. 


Current  happenings 
in  Louisiana  Conference 

The  Louisiana  Conference  On  World  Affairs.  Louisiana’s  Global  Future: 
Decisions,  Challenges,  Values,  and  Conflicts,  Friday  and  Saturday,  February  17, 18. 
1978,  will  feature  internationally  noted  speakers,  panel  presentations  by  scholars, 
leaders,  and  experienced  persons. 

The  Planning  Committee  is  keeping  costs  of  the  Conference  low  in  order  that 
students  from  across  the  state  will  be  able  to  participate  in  the  discussions  and 
lecture  events.  Lodging  will  be  available  at  Pleasant  Hall  on  the  LSU  campus  for 
very  reasonable  rates  or  in  nearby  churches  free.  Total  individual  cost  will  be  under 
$5. 

The  format  of  the  Conference  includes  Friday  evening  lectures  and  responses 
and  Saturday  morning  and  afternoon  smaller  group  panel  discussions  in  the  specific 
issue  areas  listed  above.  A  plenary  session  is  planned  to  conclude  the  conference 
Saturday  afternoon. 


Celebration  of  Faith  and  Unity  will  be  the  theme  of  an 
Ecumenical  Worship  Service  which  will  highlight  the  9th 
annual  assembly  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
t  LIC )  to  be  held  in  New  Orleans  Jan.  17-18. 

Dr.  Ernest  T.  Campbell,  former  pastor  of  Riverside  Church. 
New  York,  and  professor  of  homiletics  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  is  to  be  speaker  at  the  service.  His  topic 
will  be  “The  New  Divide.”  The  service  is  set  for  7:30  p.m.  in 
the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  (Jesuit  Church),  132 
BaronneSt. 


Foundation  Trustees  Annual  Meeting 

Prior  to  the  Convocation  of  Boards  in  Alexandria  on  Friday  January  20.  the  forty- 
one  Trustees  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  will  meet  at  noon  at 
the  Plantation  Manor  Restaurant  for  a  luncheon  and  their  annual  business  session. 
The  guest  speaker  for  the  occasion  will  be  Dr.  J.  W.  Leggett,  Executive  Director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Mississippi. 

According  to  the  Articles  of  Incorporation  and  By-Laws  of  the  Foundation  the 
Trustees  are  nominated  by  the  Bishop  and  the  Cabinet  and  are  elected  by  the  Annual 
Conference  for  a  term  of  three  years.  When  the  Foundation  was  organized,  those 
framing  the  constitution  made  sure  that  the  foundation  was  closely  tied  to  the 
Annual  Conference  structure.  The  resident  Bishop  of  Louisiana  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  of  the  Executive  Committee.  The  Conference  Treasurer  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  are  ex-  officio  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  Director  of  the  Foundation  is  appointed  by  the  Bishop 
after  consultation  with  members  of  the  Executive  Committee.  Each  of  the  nine 
districts  have  representatives  on  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Two-thirds  of  the  Trustees 
must  be  lay  persons. 

When  Trustees  are  nominated,  care  is  taken  to  select  them  from  among 
outstanding  business  and  professional  people  of  the  state.  While  it  is  expected  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  Trustees  will  be  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
it  is  not  a  requirement.  The  present  officers  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  are 
Shelby  L.  Smith,  Chairman;  John  Coleman,  Secretary;  Haynes  L.  Harkey,  Vice 
Chairman  ;  JohnWagnon,  Treasurer  : 

Other  Trustees  are  as  follows : 

Alexandria  District: 

Col.  Ruffin  Gray 
Mr  Roane  E.  Hathorn 
Mrs.  Nancy  Carruth 
Mr.  John  Wagnon 
Baton  Rouge — 

Lafayette  District: 

Mr.  Jones  S.  Davis 
Mr  Wayne  Gilmore 
Dr.  J  Woodrow  Hearn 
Mr.  Leslie  McKenzie 
Mr.  Jimmie  P  Owen.  Sr. 

Dr.  Harvey  G  Williamson 
Mr.  John  Coleman 
Dr.  Clyde  C.  Frazier.  Jr. 

Baton  Rouge  — 

Hammond  District : 

Mr  J  B  Stafford 
Dr  Douglas  L  McGuire 
Mr.  Thomas  H.  Matheny 
Lake  Charles 
District : 

Mr.  Joe  T  Miller 
Reverend  Henry  C.  Blount.  Jr. 

Monroe  District: 

Mr.  Haynes  L.  Harkey.  Jr. 

Dr.  James  J.  Caraway 
Dr.  John  Cooksey 
Judge  W.  D  Cotton 


New  Orleans  — 

Houma  District. 

‘Reverend  Kirby  A  Vrv .  ng 
Reverend  Nathar  i  P.  Williams 
Dr.  John  A  Bayliss 
hi  '.en  L.  Brown 
Mrs  Charles  N.  Cadawallader 
Mr.  Ferdinand  Grayson 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
New  Orleans  — 

Slidell  District: 

Mr.  T  J.  Butler 
Mr.  James  W  Mills.  Jr 

Ruston  District: 

Mr.  W  G.  James.  Jr. 

Judge  C.  A  Marvin 
Dr.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 
Mrs.  Glen  Laskey 
Shreveport  District: 

Dr  D  L  Dykes 
Dr  Benedict  A.  Galloway 
Mr.  A  M.  Moody 
Mr  George  D  Nelson 
Mr.  Cecil  E.  Ramey.  Jr. 

Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith 
Mr  J  Hugh  Watson 
Mr.  Paul  M  Brown 
* Dr  Leonard  Cooke 
*  Ex-officio  members 


Church  Growth  Workshop 

Southside  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe  is  sponsoring  a  Church  Growth 
Workshop  Saturday  January  28,  from  3:00-5:00  p.m.  Dr.  George  Hunter,  an 
executive  for  evangelism  for  the  United  Methodist  Church's  Board  of  Discipleship. 
is  the  guest  speaker.  Hunter  brings  a  significant  background  of  studying  and 
teaching  and  preparation  to  his  present  task.  He  has  written  both  scholarly  and 
popular  articles  on  contemporary  evangelism . 

Christ  Church  UMC.  Shreveport  will  hold  special  services  Sunday  15  Bishop  J 
Kenneth  Shamblin  will  participate  in  the  consecration  of  the  recently  completed 
sanctuary  and  parsonage.  Rev.  Fred  Shirley  is  pastor. 

THE  COMPLETE  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
WINTER  CONFERENCE  (JAN.  16-17) 

CSCC- CENTENARY  COLLEGE 
SHREVEPORT,  LOUISIANA 


The  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Parsons  and  Parsonettes  at  their  Christmas 
Banquet  held  in  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  were  visited  by  Clara  Clawsett 
Claus,  alias  Alice  Stovall,  on  her  Magic  Bike.  She  is  being  welcomed,  above,  by  the 
District  Superintendent,  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.  Among  other  participants  in 
the  evening  were,  seated.  Mrs.  Spain,  who  spoke  on  her  ‘  Album  of  Records,”  Mrs. 
Lonnie  Sibley.  President  of  the  District  Parsonettes,  an-  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Crichlow. 
Sr.;  standing:  Rev.  Crichlow,  Rev.  James  Stovall,  Mrs.  Claus  (Stovall).  Rev. 
Lonnie  Sibley,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  McGuire,  host  Pastor. 
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Editorial# 

We  should  join  in  prayer  and  in 
actions  to  overcome  our  disunity 


Here  I  Stand 


JANUARY  111,  1H7N 


Article  on  ministers9 salaries  was  misleading 

D.,  nwiruTD  nt'i«rE'iu'Aik<  •  i  '  ' 


One  of  the  most  disheartening  ironies 
with  which  Christians  have  lived  through 
the  centuries  is  that  the  church  —  which 
seeks  to  follow  the  One  who  came  to  heal 
brokeness  and  make  people  whole  —  is 
itself  divided  and  broken. 

Not  only  is  the  church  divided  along 
historic  lines  of  dogma  into  Roman 
Catholic,  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
segments,  but  Protestantism  is  further 
splintered  into  more  than  200 
denominations  and  sects  in  the  United 
States  alone.  And  within  denominations, 
splits  and  factions  regularly  threaten  to 
create  even  more  divisions. 

While  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
lists  37  separate  formal  efforts  now 
underway  around  the  world  toward 

Welcome  to  readers  of  three 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue  nearly  2,000  families 
begin  receiving  TM/UMR  each  week 
through  three  new  local  church  editions. 
The  local  church's  news  appears  on  page 
one  of  these  editions  and  is  printed  each 
week  in  combination  with  annual 
conference  and  general  religious  news 
and  opinion. 

The  new  subscribing  congregations 
and  their  circulations  are:  First  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  (Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference),  475;  Spring  Valley  UMC, 
Dallas,  Texas  (North  Texas 
Conference),  750;  and  West  University 
UMC,  Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Confer¬ 
ence),  525. 

To  our  new  readers  of  these  editions  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again :  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter).” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


"organic  union"  of  various  church 
bodies,  even  the  most  optimistic 
ecumenist  can  hardly  be  cheered  by  such 
activity  in  face  of  the  overwhelming 
disunity  in  the  Body  of  Christ 

These  facts  make  the  annual  “Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity"  which 
begins  Wednesday,  Jan.  18  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue)  among  the  most 
important  special  observances  on  the 
church  calendar.  Christians  can  attest 
that  those  things  which  seem  impossible 
when  looked  at  with  our  human  sense  of 
reason,  become  possible  in  prayer.  And 
few  seeming  “impossibilities”  are  more 
worthy  of  our  prayers  than  the  cause  of 
Christian  unity. 

We  reaffirm  the  call  of  Abbe  Paul 
Couturier  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  Lyons,  France,  who  in 
1939  charged  all  Christians  to  break  down 
the  walls  which  have  divided  them  and 
“to  cause  hearts  to  grow  into  one  another 
and  finally  unite  minds  in  the  eternal 
light  of  the  one  Christ." 

We  believe  that  if  Christian  unity  ever 
is  to  become  a  reality,  it  must  not  be  just 
the  cause  of  those  in  the  church 
hierarchy  who  identify  themselves  as 
"ecumenists.”  It  must  rather  be  a 
concern  shared  by  all  of  us  who  identify 
ourselves  as  followers  of  the  one  Christ. 
The  means  for  overcoming  disunity  are 
available  to  us  according  to  the  epistle  to 
the  Ephesian  church:  love  instead  of 
hard-heartedness;  consideration  instead 
of  stubbornness;  mutual  pardon  instead 
of  accusation;  and  promoting  harmony 
instead  of  entrenchment. 

We  hope  the  “Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity”  this  year  will  be  a  time 
when  Christian  churches  around  the 
world  and  across  the  street  begin  to 
reach  out  to  one  another  more  seriously 
than  ever  before  in  their  points  of 
common  belief  and  ministry.  And  we 
hope  that  a  concern  for  Christian  unity 
will  truly  be  included  in  the  prayers  and 
actions  of  Christians  everywhere. 


By  DWIGHT  R.  PATTERSON 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  layman  who 
has  spent  considerable  effort  trying  to 
establish  methods  and  information 
sufficient  for  the  local  church  to  answer 
the  question.  “Is  our  pastor’s  salary 
fair?”  I  believe  it  is  important  that  the 
laity  of  the  local  church  be  provided 
information  so  that  they  can  make  an 
objective  evaluation  of  the  many  factors 
involved.  Therefore,  I  was  very  pleased 
to  see  the  article  “Are  ministers  well 
paid?"  which  appeared  in  the  December 
16  issue  of  TM/UMR.  The  article  should 
be  very  helpful  in  encouraging  discussion 
and  further  study  of  the  subject; 
however,  the  article  failed  to  evaluate 
several  important  factors  which  resulted 
in  very  misleading  conclusions. 

In  1972  I  served  on  a  committee 
comprised  of  laypersons  from  the 
Knoxville  District  Holston  Conference 
which  prepared  a  booklet  for  use  by  the 
local  pastor-parish  relations  committees 
in  determining  if  its  pastor  was  receiving 
an  equitable  salary.  The  thrust  of  the 
booklet  was  aimed  at  two  areas:  first, 
considering  the  many  factors  involved  to 
guide  the  local  committee  in  establishing 
whether  the  cash  salary  paid  its  minister 
could  be  compared  to  the  same  cash 
salary  paid  a  layperson;  and  second,  to 


provide  current  salary  data  of  other 
trades  and  professions  in  this  area  for 
comparison.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
obtain  and  present  all  the  facts  as 
objectively  as  possible.  While  the 
guidebook  emphasized  that  fair 
comparisons  of  salaries  could  only  be 
made  by  each  local  church,  our 
committee  concluded  that,  in  its  opinion, 
the  cash  salary  of  UM  ministers  in  this 
district  would  be  essentially  equivalent 
to  the  same  cash  salary  paid  laypersons 
and  could  be  used  directly  as  a  basis  for 
comparison  with  salaries  of  laypersons 
in  this  area.  On  this  basis,  the  actual  area 
salary  data  compiled  by  the  committee 
indicated  that  the  average  salary  of 
ministers  was  substantially  less  than  the 
average  annual  salary  of  school  teachers 
for  a  10-month  year.  It  was  also  substan¬ 
tially  less  than  that  of  heads  of  United 
Fund  agencies  in  this  area  and  less  than 
that  of  top  craftsmen  in  industry. 

The  Holston  Conference  Committee  on 
Equitable  Salaries  has  named  a  task 
force  of  laypersons  and  ministers  to 
prepare  a  “Guidebook  for  the  Local 
Church  and  the  Pastor’s  Salary”  similar 
in  purpose  and  structure  to  the  1972 
Knoxville  District  booklet.  Considerable 
data  has  been  compiled,  but  evaluation  is 
not  yet  complete.  The  data  indicate  that 


the  relative  position  of  pastor’s  salaries 
in  our  conference  has  improved 
somewhat  since  1972,  but  it  would  not 
indicate  significantly  different 
conclusions  than  the  1972  study. 

Based  on  these  studies  I  would  point 
out  the  following  errors  in  your 
December  16  article: 

(1)  Bureau  of  Labor  statistics  indicate 
that  the  average  family  spends  26 
percent  of  its  income  for  shelter  (utilities 
included)  and  6.8  percent  for  home  fur¬ 
nishings  or  a  total  of  32.8  percent.  This 
is  far  below  the  45  percent  assumed  for 
housing  and  utilities  which  was  used  in 
the  TM/UMR  article. 

(2)  A  very  significant  portion  of  the 
cost  of  providing  housing  accrues  to  the 
owner  as  equity  and  appreciation  of  the 
investment  in  housing.  This  portion 
cannot  be  considered  as  salary  (or 
equivalent  income)  when  the  local 
church  furnishes  housing.  This  would 
even  further  reduce  the  equivalent 
salary  computed  in  the  TM/UMR  article. 

(3)  The  article  does  not  account  for  the 
fact  that  most  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Holston  Conference  do 
not  pay  the  cost  of  the  pastor’s  utilities. 
Even  those  which  do  are  not  likely  to  pay 
an  amount  equivalent  to  15  percent  of  the 
total  salary  as  assumed  in  the  article. 

(4)  Pensions,  health  insurance, 
continuing  education,  and  other  benefits 


are  not  salary  and  should  not  be  reported 
as  such  in  salary  data.  These  are  fringe 
benefits  which  should  be  compared  sep¬ 
arately.  I  believe  our  conference’s  fringe 
benefits  are  generally  less  than  such 
benefits  offered  employees  in  industry 
and  in  the  school  systems  of  this  area. 

(5)  The  article  give  only  minor 
treatment  to  travel  except  as  stated: 
"Travel  costs,  on  the  other  hand,  do  not 
count  as  a  benefit  because  they  are 
reimbursed  business  expenses."  The 
facts  are  that  in  many  —  if  not  most  — 
cases,  unreimbursed  travel  expenses  can 
actually  equal  the  value  of  housing 
provided  by  the  local  church. 

I  am  a  regular  reader  and  supporter  of 
TM/UMR  and  have  been  most  favorably 
impressed  by  your  objective,  factual  and 
professional  reporting.  However,  I  feel 
that  the  article  “Are  ministers  well 
paid?”  did  not  fairly  evaluate  the  facts.  I 
hope  some  of  the  errors  can  be  corrected. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributors  are  Mr. 
Dwight  R.  Patterson,  a  member  of  the 
Trinity  UMC  in  Knoxville.  Tennessee 
(Holston  Conference),  and  the  Rev.  John 
C.  Montgomery,  superintendent  of  the 
Columbia-Mexico  District  of  the 
Missouri  East  Conference. 


Other  issues  need  to  be 
included  in  salary  study 


Stand  against  ‘Campus  Crusade’  lauded,  hit 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  confirm  and  agree  with  Rod 
Saunders’  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
‘Campus  Crusade’  not  worthy  of 
support"  (TM/UMR,  Dec.  30). 

There  is  a  lady  in  our  church  who  went 
to  Campus  Crusade  in  college.  Every 
week  they  got  the  same  thing  —  music, 
testimonies  on  the  usefulness  of  the  “four 
spiritual  laws.”  and  a  sermon  based  on 
the  “four  spiritual  laws."  It  was 
depressing.  Her  freedom  in  Christ  was 
suppressed  so  to  mimic  the  goose¬ 
stepping  Christians  of  that  sect. 

When  I  was  a  missionary  in  Spain,  I 
met  Campus  Crusade  members  and 
other  parachurch  groups.  They  tried  to 
use  the  4  spiritual  laws,  but  it  did  not 
work  When  I  told  this  to  their  European 
leader  and  said  that  they  must  adapt  the 
message  to  fit  the  culture,  I  was  laughed 
at  and  put  down.  I  was  their  Spanish 
translator. 

I  agree  that  we  must  reach  people  as 
persons  and  not  as  “things."  I  appreciate 
Rod  Saunders’  stand  and  say,  “Preach  it. 

man!"  Edwin  Lee  Vrell 

Dolores,  Colorado 

We  must  not  only  ‘find  it’ 
but  also  ‘use  it’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Hooray  for  practicing,  levelheaded 
Christians  like  Rod  Saunders  and  his 
‘  ‘Here  I  Stand"  article  of  December  30. 

I,  too,  feel  that  it’s  great  to  have  “found 
it,”  but  until  you  “use  it,”  faith  is  a 
stagnant  commodity  of  little  value. 

Instead  of  harassing  others,  why  not 
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serve  their  needs,  regardless  of  what 
they  may  believe?  A  living  testimony  to 
the  Word  is  much  more  powerful  than 
any  biblical  quote.  Carolyn  Clark 
Houston,  Texas 

Campus  Crusade  helped  me 
and  kept  me  in  the  church 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  Rod  Saunders' 
comments  in  “Here  I  Stand"  (TM/UMR, 
;;  Dec.  30),  I  feel  compelled  to  comment. 

While  attending  the  University  of 
California  at  Santa  Barbara,  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  compare  the  approaches 
of  the  United  Methodists  and  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ.  At  the  time,  the 
Methodists  were  spending  their  time 
teaching  Bible  studies,  leading  prayer 
groups  and  evangelizing. 

While  the  local  student-oriented 
Methodist  Church  was  preaching 
sociology  and  psychology,  the  Campus 
Crusade  people  were  preaching  the 
gospel  of  the  resurrected  Lord. 

While  the  Methodists  seemed  so  distant 
and  uninterested  in  me  as  a  person,  the 
leaders  of  the  Campus  Crusade  group 
were  not  only  willing,  but  eager,  to  help 
me  get  my  thoroughly  messed  up  life 
straightened  out.  All  the  while  they  urged 
me  to  stay  with  my  local  church ! 

Which  one  of  these  groups  was  meeting 
my  needs  at  that  time,  I’ll  let  you  decide. 
As  for  me,  I  am  very  grateful  to  the 
people  of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  not 
only  for  showing  me  that  I  was  very 
much  a  sinner  in  the  need  of  salvation, 
but  also  that  I  should  not  abandon  my 
local  church.  Because  of  that.  I  am  a 
member  of  a  United  Methodist 
congregation  today.  Dieh,  „  Martin 

Weslaco.  Texas 

It’s  time  for  the  ehureh 
to  begin  leading  the  way 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  say  a  very  loud, 
"Amen"  to  Rod  Saunders’  article 
“  Campus  Crusade’  not  worthy  of  sup¬ 


port”  (TM/UMR,  Dec.  30).  I  do 
believe  it  is  about  time  we  heard  that 
viewpoint.  I  have  had  some  of  the  same 
experiences  talked  about  in  the  article, 
and  I  couldn’t  agree  more. 

I  do  think  we,  as  United  Methodists, 
need  to  become  aware  of  the  religious 
revival  that  is  overtaking  our  country. 
How  much  longer  are  we  going  to  let 
these  kind  of  movements  lead  America? 
Shouldn’t  we  be  just  as  interested  in 
people  —  and  in  showing  them  the  love  of 
God?  If  we  are  going  to  be  leaders  in 
organized  religion,  we  had  better  act  like 
it.  Our  viewpoint  and  what  we  believe  are 
just  as  important. 

I  have  just  one  other  comment.  Bill 
Bright,  think  of  what  $1  billion  could  do  to 
feed  the  starving  people  in  the  world. 

Glenn  A.  Young,  Jr. 

Shady  Side,  Maryland 

Judgmental  attitudes  cause 
division  among  Christians 
To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  30  article  by  Rod  Saunders 
headlined  “  ‘Campus  Crusade’  not 
worthy  of  support"  certainly  does  not 
express  the  feeling  of  many  loyal  United 
Methodists.  The  thing  that  has  hurt 
Christianity  down  through  the  ages  is  the 
division  among  Christians. 

I  am  personally  acquainted  with  many 
young  people  whose  lives  have  been 
beautifully  changed  through  Campus 
Crusade.  Whether  we  believe  in  their 
approach  or  not,  they  are  seeking  to 
bring  people  to  Christ  and  have  been 
very  successful.  We  as  Methodists  too 
many  times  fail  to  follow  Jesus’ 
command  to  “seek  and  save  those  who 
are  lost."  Is  it  wrong  to  ask  people  to 
accept  Jesus? 

The  statement  “you  cannot  ask  tough 
questions  or  challenge  any  assumptions’  ’ 
is  not  based  on  fact.  Campus  Crusade  is 
not  asking  people  to  follow  Campus 
Crusade,  but  to  follow  Christ. 

TM/UMR  should  have  more  articles 
praising  the  work  of  other  Christians, 
asking  prayer  for  those  we  feel  are 


wrong  —  and  fewer  judgmental  articles. 
We  are  all  working,  or  should  be,  for  the 
same  Christ,  and  I  believe  “we  should 
not  judge,  lest  we  be  judged." 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  who  believes 
Campus  Crusade  does  much  more  good 
than  harm.  M.  W.  Madden 

Lynwood,  California 
I  completely  agree 
To  the  Editor: 

You  published  a  “Here  I  Stand"  article 
by  Rod  Saunders  in  the  Dec.  30  issue 
headlined  “  ‘Campus  Crusade’  not  worthy 
of  support." 

I  couldn’t  have  said  it  better  myself! 

J.  W.  McLemore  Jr. 

Winnsboro,  Louisiana 

There  is  no  ‘one  way’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Rod  Saunders  is  to  be  commended  for 
his  article  “  ‘Campus  Crusade’  not  worthy 
of  support"  (TM/UMR,  Dec.  30). 

United  Methodists  should  not  support 
or  endorse  organizations  such  as  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ,  whose  methods  of 
evangelism  show  no  regard  for  an 
individual’s  expression  of  faith,  by 
assuming  that  they  have  no  faith. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
traditionally  affirmed  the  right  of 
interpretation.  We  must  continue  to 
uphold  our  heritage  by  recognizing  that 
although  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  is 
entitled  to  their  opinion,  there  is  no  “one 

Mary  Brooke  Casad 

Grand  Prairie,  Texas 

Perhaps  we  need  to  find 
a  new  ‘specialist’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  December  16  issue  there  was  an 
article  headlined  “Farmers  point  out 
‘wrongs.’  "lama  farmer  and  would  like 
more  income,  but  I  want  to  earn  it  by 
providing  a  product  that  is  bought 
because  of  need  and  not  by  an  artificial 
floor  price  maintained  by  the  taxes  of  the 
American  people. 

Dr.  Freudenberger,  UM  specialist  in 


By  J.  C.  MONTGOMERY  JR. 

TM/UMR’s  Dec.  16  articles  about 
United  Methodist  minister' 
compensation  raise  issues  which  should 
be  considered  by  denominational  and 
local  church  officials.  The  data  presented 
are  important  indicators,  .  but  not 
inclusive  of  all  factors  needing  further 
study  on  both  connectional  and 
conference  levels. 

One  significant  omission  is  any 
analysis  of  the  minister’s  work  load  in 
comparison  to  his  or  her  pay  and  other 
benefits.  That  doughty  old  circuit  rider, 
Peter  Cartwright,  lamented  “the  forty 
dollar  popgun  stations;’’  and  we  can  be 
certain  a  twentieth  century  counterpart 
exists.  Because  many  churches  insist  on 
a  “minister  of  their  own”  or  pastors 
desire  the  prestige  of  a  station  church, 
numerous  ministers  are  really 
underemployed  —  and  their 
congregations  pay  disproportionately  for 
salaries  and  related  benefits.  Given 
reasonable  driving  distances  and  a 
willingness  by  congregations  to  adjust 
worship  hours,  there  is  no  reason  why  a 
full-time  pastor  cannot  serve  an 
extended  parish  of  four  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  and  several  churches.  A  sharing  of 
strategic  leadership  and  program  would 
be  possible,  strengthening  local  churches 
and  placing  pastoral  care  on  a  reasonable 
dollars-per-member  basis. 

In  his  interview  with  the  TM/UMR 
staff,  Robert  W.  Thornburg  of  the 
Division  of  the  Ordained  Ministry 
suggests  that  40%  of  a  church’s  budget 
going  for  ministerial  support  represents 
a  “breaking  point"  in  a  local  church 
effectively  pursuing  a  viable  mission  and 
ministry  in  the  community.  A  cursory 
examination  of  local  church  statistics 
within  the  Missouri  area  indicates  that 
the  salary-dominated  church  budget 
exists  for  the  most  part  in  smaller 
stations  or  circuits  served  by  part-time 
clergy  or  full-time  ministers  with  an 
inadequate  work  load.  Of  course,  one 
viable  mission  of  the  church  is  to  equip 
and  enable  the  people  of  God,  i.e.  the 
congregation,  to  incarnate  Christian 
spirit  in  the  world  of  their  community.  A 
large  share  of  this  task  rests  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  minister.  However,  we 
must  also  admit  that  a  part  of  the 
mission  of  the  church  is  the  freedom  to 
place  funds  at  points  of  critical  need. 
This  is  scarcely  possible  in  the  salary- 
centered  churches. 

There  are  good  reasons  why  ministers’ 
salaries  and  other  benefits  have 
increased  dramatically  in  the  last 
generation.  It  is  a  measure  of  the 
affluence  of  the  postwar  years.  Likewise, 
congregations  have  a  greater  sensitivity 
to  the  needs  of  the  pastor  and  parsonage 
family.  Moreover  many  ministers  are  no 


longer  “shrinking  violets”  in  discussing 
financial  expectations,  as  well  as 
personal  necessities  —  subjects  once 
considered  "bad  form"  or  evidencing  a 
lack  of  dedication.  As  a  second-term 
district  superintendent  and  veteran 
conference  watcher,  I  can  testify  that 
this  open  approach  seldom  betokens  less 
spiritually  and  is  often  the  hallmark  of  a 
minister  who  shares  in  the  exchange  of 
honest  relationships  within  the  church, 
seeking  to  bring  our  human  dilemmas 
under  the  redemptive  power  of  God. 

Granted  the  increased  fringe  benefits, 
the  minister’s  monetary  return  remains 
on  the  lower  level  of  professional  gain. 
Ministers  as  well  as  lay  people  can 
succumb  to  the  deadly  sin  of  greed,  hul 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  an 
adequate  living  detracts  from  holiness. 
Certainly  a  church  which  proudly 
proclaims  the  Social  Principles  would 
want  its  ministers  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  work  freed  from  nagging 
economic  worries.  If  we  believe  the 
scripture  that  “the  laborer  is  worthy  of 
his  hire,”  then  we  might  also  accept  the 
paraphrase  that  “justice  (like  judgment) 
begins  at  the  house  of  God.” 

The  hardest  questiop,  of  course,  is 
raised  at  the  point  of  ministerial 
competency.  As  in  industry,  our  itinerant 
system  is  not  immune  to  the  “Peter 
Principle."  Every  bishop  and  cabinet 
must  struggle  with  the  appointment  of 
those  ministers  who,  even  though 
dedicated  to  Christ’s  work,  still  have 
pastorates  characterized  more  by  failure 
or  regression  than  by  measurable  gain  or 
signs  of  spiritual  vitality.  How  difficult  to 
make  those  hard  decisions!  The  personal 
welfare  of  the  minister  and  his  or  her 
family  enters  poignantly  into 
appointment-making,  and  we  are 
painfully  aware  that  there  are  no  fail¬ 
safe  measurements  or  evaluations  of  a 
minister’s  effectiveness.  We  are  also 
accountable  for  the  needs  of  the 
congregation.  The  itinerancy  offers  the 
best  answer  for  relieving  untoward  or 
unproductive  assignments,  but  it  does 
not  supply  the  ultimate  answer  of  how 
best  to  deal  with  the  minister  or  parish 
arrangement  so  costly  to  the  church  as  a 
whole. 


WANTED — Assistant  Manager  for 
new  division  of  this  newspaper  being 
organized  for  producing  annual  con¬ 
ference  journals  and  related  publica¬ 
tions.  Knowledge  of  mark-up  and 
cold-type  composition  procedures  de¬ 
sirable.  Full-time  position  involving 
seasonable  long-hours  and  hard  work 
meeting  deadlines  on  almost  daily 
basis.  Good  fringe  benefits  and  op¬ 
portunities.  Resume  to  TM/UMR, 
Dept.  J,  Box  1076,  Dallas,  TX  75221. 


My  Witness 

I  got  ‘high’  on  New  Year’s  Eve 
and  I  am  not  ashamed  of  it 


By  LOIS  PAINE  NEAD 
I  got  “high"  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  and 
I’m  not  ashamed  of  it.  I  even  drove  my 
car  —  to  the  nursing  home.  On  the  way,  I 
remembered  “Granny,"  who  passed 
away  this  year  at  age  92. 

My  introduction  to  Granny  Keltner 
really  shook  me.  I  was  teaching  a  class  in 
crafts  at  the  home,  and  had  never  seen 
her  before  when  she  came  barging  into 
the  room  She  didn’t  have  a  tooth  in  her 
head,  and  I  would  have  guessed  her 
weight  at  R5  lbs  ,  dripping  wet.  She  stood 
in  the  center  of  the  room  with  hands  on 
hc?r  hips  and  looked  at  me  as  she  said, 
“I’ve  got  it  made!"  as  if  she  dared  me  to 
contradict  her  I  nearly  dropped  my 
teeth'  When  1  recovered  enough  to  ask, 
''Why'’’’  she  said.  “First  time  in  eighty 
years  I  haven’t  had  to  wash  dishes!" 
Remembering  Granny  on  this  New 
Year’s  Eve  gave  me  my  first  “bubbley" 
sensation  She  was  an  inspiration  to 
everyone,  and  when  the  ambulance  came 
to  take  her  to  the  hospital  for  the  last 
time,  Granny  insisted  that  she  could 
climb  into  the  stretcher  unaided 
Unfortunately,  not  all  residents  of 


nursing  homes  have  Granny’s  spirit,  but 
how  many  of  us,  not  in  nursing  homes, 
do?  Some  people  tell  me  they  can’t  visij 
nursing  homes  because  it  depresses 
them  so.  I  am  so  thankful  when  I  visit, 
that  the  old  folk,  most  of  whom  would  be 
alone  if  not  there,  have  food,  shelter  and 
a  nurse  to  care  for  them  when  they  are 
ill. 

I  enjoy  visiting  nursing  homes,  and  I 
come  away  with  a  “high”  like  nothing 
else  gives  me.  Remembering  that  the 
residents  haven't  much  to  laugh  about.  I 
try  to  be  cheerful  and  give  them 
something  funny  to  think  about  If  I  have 
made  one  of  them  laugh,  my  day  is 
made. 

So  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  I  visited  up  and 
down  the  halls  at  the  nursing  home,  and 
the  good  cheer  got  more  and  more  heady. 

I  was  on  a  real  “high"  and  in  no  condition 
to  drive  home  when  I  left 

"Mv  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  readers  may  share  meaningful 
experiences  of  Christian  life  This  week's 
contributor.  Lois  Paine  Nead.  is  a 
member  of  the  Wesley  UMC  in 
Longview.  Texas. 


rural  development  and  agriculture 
attacks  Mr.  Butz  (former  US  Secretary 
of  Agriculture)  for  promoting  full 
production.  Yet  it  was  this  production 
that  helped  balance  our  payments 
worldwide,  slow  inflation,  and  give  the 
American  farmer  the  highest  earnings  in 
history  It  is  not  our  production  that  is  out 
of  line,  but  our  exporting  and  sales  effort 
overseas 

Dr.  Freudenberger,  "the  specialist,” 
also  refers  to  the  large  tax  write-offs 
available  to  the  agri-business  corpor¬ 
ations,  but  many  of  those  same  advan¬ 
tages  can  be  used  by  family  farmers 
and  some  financial  advantages  such  as 
low-cost  FHA  loans  are  only  available  to 
family  farms. 

Dr.  Freudenberger  didn't  miss  anyone 
in  summing  up  our  problems,  even  the 
large  foreign  land  speculator  was 
mentioned.  Here  in  North  Central  Illinois 
I  have  yet  to  hear  of  one  foreign 
investment  that  forced  land  prices  up  It 
is  not  the  foreigner  that  increased  land 
prices,  it  is  the  next  door  neighbor 
wanting  to  expand. 

When  commodity  prices  were  high.  Dr, 
Freudenberger  was  probably  dancing  in 
the  streets  and  praising  full  production  — 
but  now  that  things  are  different,  he  finds 
fault  with  everything  Perhaps  the 
United  Methodists  need  a  new  specialist, 
if  they  need  one  at  all. 

Frank  R.  F’outs 

Mendota,  Illinois 


UNTYPICAL  TRAVEL 

DREW  UNIVERSITY  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL 
and 

AMERICAN  EXPRESS  TRAVEL  SERVICE 
Programs  for  1978 

COMPARATIVE  ROLE  AND  STATUS  OF  WOMEN  -  an  18-day  program  to 
Denmark.  Sweden.  Poland  and  Ireland.  Discuss  with  people  in  positions  of 
authority  alternative  futures  for  men  and  women  in  four  diverse  European 
societies.  Departing  June  13. 

RUSSIA  AND  THE  TRANS-SIBERIAN  RAILROAD  -  a  20-day  program 
giving  you  an  intimate  look  at  the  vastness  of  Mother  Russia.  Take  a  journey 
across  Siberia  on  the  famed  Trans-Siberian  Railway.  Departing  June 23. 
EASTERN  EUROPE  AND  RUSSIA  —  a  20-day  program  visiting  Prague, 

Mozart  s  lavorite  city,  Liberec,  Warsaw,  to  see  how  town  planners  have 
reconstructed  the  old  town,  then  to  Krakow.  Fly  to  Russia's  3  major  cities  — 

Kiev.  Moscow  and  Leningrad  Departing  September  3. 

LAND  AND  LIFE  IN  EAST  AFRICA  -  a  22-day  program  to  view  the 
fascinating  wildlife  of  East  Africa  under  the  guidance  of  a  local  escort  with  long 
experience  in  East  Africa.  Visit  the  famous  natural  parks  and  game  reserves, 
including  Tsavo,  the  largest  park  of  its  type  in  the  world.  Departing  July  20. 

THE  ORIENT  EXPERIENCE  —  a  19-day  program  to  Japan,  Thailand  and 
Hong  Kong  Explore  the  lands  across  the  Pacific  with  their  fascinating  blends 
of  ancient  tradition  and  modern  technology  Hear  lectures  and  see  sights  which 
help  you  understand  Japanese  cultural  and  religious  history  Departing 
September  11. 

INDIA  -  IN  DEPTH  -  a  21-day  program  ot  visit  the  sites  which  represent 
India  s  cultural  heritage  and  which  form  the  basis  of  its  modern  society.  Special 
activities,  lectures  and  meetings  have  been  planned  to  shed  light  on  the  current 
state  of  India’s  social,  economic  and  political  life,  combined  with  traditional 
sightseeing.  Departing  November  4 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Church  urged  to  lead  evangelizing 

UMC  must  be  involved  if  spiritual  renewal  to  happen ,  evangelists  say 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

MIAMI  BEACH  —  Urgent  appeals  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  lead  the 
way  in  evangelizing  the  nation  and  the 
world  were  issued  by  bishops, 
theologians  and  pastors  to  more  than 
2,000  participants  in  a  United  Methodist 
Congress  on  Evangelism  here  Jan.  2-6. 

United  Methodism  ought  to  have  22 
million  members  by  the  year  2000, 
challenged  a  Disciples  of  Christ  (the 
First  Christian  Church)  theologian. 

Evangelists  Billy  Graham,  Oral 
Roberts,  Robert  Schuller  and  Bill  Bright 
have  said  in  recent  years  that  spiritual 
renewal  would  not  come  unless  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  a  part  of  it, 
declared  a  pastor  in  a  major  address  to 
the  congress. 

And  a  U.M.  bishop  said  churches  are 
dying  because  they  have  nothing  to  live 
for.  He  urged  local  churches  to  throw 
open  the  doors  of  the  church  with  a 


seven-days-a-week  ministry  and 
evangelize  the  neighborhood. 

Centering  on  the  church’s  missional 
priority  of  evangelism,  clergy  and  laity 
gathered  in  a  five  day  congress  to  pray, 
worship,  listen  to  addresses  and 
participate  in  one  or  more  of  the  22 
smaller  conferences  related  to 
evangelism  which  were  incorporated 
into  the  sessions  of  the  larger  congress. 
The  congress  was  sponsored  by  the  UMC 
Council  on  Evangelism,  an  auxiliary  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  million 
Americans  are  in  need  of  the  gospel,  Dr. 
Donald  McGavran  told  the  conference  on 
church  growth.  He  is  founding  dean  of 
the  Institute  of  Church  Growth  at  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary,  Pasadena,  Calif. 
He  said  80  million  consciously  remain  out 
of  the  church  and  another  70  million  are 
on  church  rolls  but  “are  conscious  of  no 
Savior,  no  Master,  no  rule  of  faith  and 
practice.” 


In  an  address  to  the  entire  congress  he 
encouraged  the  UMC  to  mount  a 
“massive  program  of  evangelization”  to 
ethnic  minorities  —  the  Japanese 
Americans  and  the  Spanish  speaking 
Americans. 

Minority  evangelism  urged 

“At  least  450,000  Japanese  Americans 
are  growing  up  as  non-Christians,  most 
of  them  secularists,”  the  Disciple  of 
Christ  theologian  and  former  missionary 
said.  “Why  not  put  enough  prayer  and 
muscle  into  United  Methodist 
evangelization  of  them  to  increase  your 
6,000  Japanese  American  United 
Methodists  to  60.000  in  the  next  10 
years?” 

And  of  the  25  million  Spanish 
speaking.  Dr.  McGavran  said:  “If  the 
wealthy  United  Methodist  Church  were 
to  intend  church  growth  among  this  fine 
people  and  ardently  pray  to  God  for  his 


Roman  Catholic/United  Methodists  agree 


Delaware  churches  in  ‘covenant’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  CASTLE,  Del.  -  The  first 
“covenant  relationship”  formally  agreed 
to  between  a  local  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  Roman  Catholic  parish 
will  be  signed  here  Jan.  22  at  a  ban¬ 
quet  during  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity. 

“A  beginning  of  something  great”  is 
the  way  Linda  Harshberger.  a  member 
of  the  drafting  committee  from  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church,  feels  about  the 
results.  But,  like  any  first  step, 
developing  the  covenant  wasn’t  all  easy, 
all  parties  admit.  “It  has  been  a  test  of 
patience,"  said  the  Rev.  Paul  Mast, 
associate  pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Fatima 
Church.  But  he  believes  it  was  well  worth 
the  effort. 

The  covenant  document  is  extremely 
general,  according  to  the  Asbury  UMC 
pastor  Tom  Short.  And  for  good  reasons. 
He  said  the  generalness  is  important 
because  “this  is  a  beginning,  and 
because  it  will  allow  more  flexibility  for 
the  future.” 

The  “spiritual  relationship”  outlined  in 
the  covenant  for  the  two  congregations 
which  stand  literally  “just  across  the 
road"  (Hwy.  13)  from  each  other  in 
suburban  Wilmington,  includes 
agreement  by  the  official  boards  of  both 
churches:  (1)  to  encourage  United 
Methodist/Roman  Catholic  dialogue,  (2) 
to  establish  an  ongoing  committee  to 
pursue  ways  bf  developing  cooperative 
areas  of  ministry,  (3)  to  hold  joint 
worship  services  on  Thanksgiylng  and 
Good  Friday  and  other  occasions,  (4)  to 
pray  for  each  other;  (5)  to  share  youth 
activities,  and  (6)  to  exchange  church 
facilities. 

What  will  Covenant  mean? 

What  does  the  covenant  really  mean 
for  these  churches? 

Mr.  Short  believes  the  covenant  “gives 
credibility  to  each  congregation  in  the 
eyes  of  the  other  —  to  its  ministry  and  its 
leadership.” 

The  Rev.  Glenn  Catley,  second 
member  of  the  Asbury  ministry  team, 
said  "the  covenant  demonstrates  our 
intention  of  working  at  community 
ministry  beyond  just  saying  it.  ” 

Mrs.  Harshberger,  who  with  her 
husband  Martin,  served  on  the  drafting 
committee,  said,  “It  is  definitely  true 
that  in  many  ways  we  are  strangers  to 
each  other  in  our  beliefs.  We  don’t  know 
enough  and  we're  not  always  willing  to 
learn.”  Theirs  is  an  ecumenical 
marriage  with  her  husband  an  active 
member  of  Our  Lady  of  Fatima.  She 
hopes  that  members  of  both  churches 
will  discover  what  their  family  has  found 
—  that  ‘  *we  hold  the  same  beliefs.  ” 

Mr.  Mast  of  the  Our  Lady  parish  said 
“the  biggest  impression  the  covenant  is 
making  is  that  we  are  continuing  to  live 
in  the  spirit  of  the  Ecumenical  Council 


held  12  years  ago. 

“I  think  it  speaks  well  that  two 
Christian  faiths  are  seeking  to  promote 
harmony,  goodwill  and  constructive 
programs  based  on  what  unites  us  rather 
than  emphasizing  differences.  I  am 
pleased  the  pastoral  and  lay  leadership 
of  both  churches  share  a  common  vision 
of  unity  and  a  willingness  to  put 
themselves  on  the  line  on  our  little  acre. 

“Perhaps,”  he  said,  “just  as  Jesus 
started  in  one  little  corner  and  affected 
the  world,  this  idea  will  expand  to  other 
borders  as  well.” 

While  next  steps  to  flesh  out  the  terms 
of  the  covenant  are  not  yet  drawn  out, 
ideas  are  already  fermenting.  Pat 
Panichelli,  another  ecumenical  family 
representative,  said  she  is  most  hopeful 
that  the  covenant  will  mean  more  shared 
youth  programs  and  activities.  “The  new 
generation  is  the  answer,”  she  said, 
admitting  that  she  has  felt  much 
bitterness  toward  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  because  of  its  inflexibility  during 
the  50 's  and  early  60’s  when  her  marriage 
wasn’t  even  recognized.  Charles 
Panichelli,  her  husband  is  a  member  of 
the  Catholic  parish  and  also  served  on 
the  committee. 

Other  areas  of  cooperation  might 
include  the  choirs,  theological 


discussions,  and  speaking  with  a  united 
voice  on  social  concerns  affecting  their 
community  such  as  senior  citizens, 
roads,  and  improvement  projects. 
“There  are  areas  where  we  could  visibly 
have  an  effect,”  Mr.  Mast  believes. 

Offering  a  few  tips  to  other 
congregations  that  might  want  to  take 
the  covenant  step,  Mr.  Short  said  it  is 
important  that  every  legitimate  question 
be  heard.  For  instance  Asbury  UMC 
members  questioned  what  the 
“exchange  of  properties”  clause  would 
mean  if  the  Catholic  parish  requested  use 
of  their  10-acre  site  for  a  carnival 
featuring  bingo  and  games  of  chance. 

Mr.  Short  said  the  covenant  does  not 
impinge  on  areas  of  difference  in  belief. 
He  said  it  would  be  no  more  permissible 
for  the  UMC  church  —  which  is  opposed 
to  gambling  —  to  be  used  in  such  a  way 
than  it  would  be  permissible  for  Asbury 
to  request  use  of  die  Our  Lady  of  Fatima 
facilities  to  conduct  abortion  debates. 

Another  tip  offered  by  Mr.  Mast  is  to 
keep  both  parish  leadership  and  other 
levels  of  church  leadership  informed  as 
well  as  seeking  their  guidance  and 
counsel. 

Even  then,  he  said,  "it  took  three 
drafts  before  we  arrived  at  a  satisfactory 
version.”  Most  of  all,  “it  takes  patience.” 


blessing  in  finding  and  shepherding  His 
sons  and  daughters,  it  should  be  quite 
possible  that  more  than  one  million 
Spanish  speaking  Americans  would  find 
new  life  in  Christ  in  multitudes  of  old  and 
new  United  Methodist  churches.” 

The  Rev.  Paul  Morell  of  Dallas  named 
a  number  of  prominent  religious  leaders 
who  have  said  that  a  significant  spiritual 
awakening  in  the  country  and  around  the 
world  will  be  largely  dependent  on  the 
UMC.  This  is  true,  he  said,  because  of  our 
even  distribution  of  churches  across  the 
nation,  our  large  number  of  “born-again, 
Bible-honoring  evangelicals,”  our 
institutions  and  resources,  our  heritage 
of  evangelical  concern  and  our  “belief 
within  the  church  that  it  is  the  will  of  God 
that  it  be  done.” 

Mr.  Morell,  senior  pastor  of  Tyler 
Street  UMC  where  church  school 
attendance  is  approximately  1,000 
persons  a  Sunday,  called  on  lay  persons 
to  become  involved  in  personal 
enlistment.  And  he  urged  bishops, 
district  superintendents  and  other 
administrators  to  “spend  as  much  time 
in  evangelistic  acts  as  they  do  in  going  to 
meetings.” 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols,  Pittsburgh, 
sounded  the  theme  for  effective 
evangelism  in  the  keynote  address  as  he 
appealed  to  the  church  to  turn  to  the 
neighborhood  “before  the  opportunity  for 
inclusiveness  is  lost.  A  local  church  that 
is  too  good  to  evangelize  and  serve  all 
kinds  of  people  is  not  good  enough  for 
God." 

Revive  “Saints”  as  well 

Bishop  Nichols,  who  before  his  election 
to  the  episcopacy  in  1968  was  pastor  of 
one  of  the  largest  churches  in  New  York 
City’s  Harlem,  warned,  however,  that 
local  churches  should  not  launch 
evangelistic  campaigns  to  save 
“sinners”  without  simultaneously 
reviving  the  “saints.”  To  bring 
expectant  new  converts  “into  the 
unredeemed  atmosphere  of  a  bickering, 
backbiting,  cold  congregation  is  to 
condemn  neophytes  to  a  disillusionment 
worse  than  their  first  state,’  ’  he  said. 

Evangelism  was  defined  by  a  British 
Anglican.  Canon  Michael  Green,  as 
“simply  the  Christian  community 


‘Dream  church  growth’ 

MIAMI  BEACH  —  Sounding  the  theme 
of  “possibility  thinking.”  Dr.  Robert  H. 
Schuller,  nationally  known  TV'  preacher 
and  pastor  of  the  8500-member  Garden 
Grove  (Calif.)  Community  Church,  told 
United  Methodist  evangelism  leaders  the 
L^MC  "unquestionably  holds  within  itself 
the  potential  to  change  the  world."  He 
challenged  them  to  dream  dreams  for 
church  growth  and  ask  three  questions: 
"Is  it  for  God’  Will  it  help  people?  And  is 
anybody  else  doing  it?” 

PHOTO  BY  JIM  ALEXANDER 

proclaiming  and  sharing  the  good  news 
of  Christ  as  Savior.” 

The  rector  of  St.  Aldates  Church, 
Oxford.  England,  gave  the  four  Harry 
Denman  Lectures,  named  for  the  late 
Methodist  lay  evangelist  who  headed  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  until  his  retirement 
in  1965. 

He  also  stressed  that  one  cannot 
separate  spiritual  and  social  gospels  — 
“they  are  the  same.”  He  credited  the 
gospel  for  “doing  more  than  anything 
else  to  break  down  racial  barriers  in 
England,  the  United  States  and  today  in 
Africa.” 

Canon  Green  reminded  the  audience 
that  the  two  main  characteristics  of  the 
New  Testament  church’s  leaders  were 
“their  changed  lives  and  overpowering 
passion”  to  spread  the  gospel.  In  a 
similar  manner  the  18th  Century 
Methodist  revivals  led  by  John  Wesley 
and  George  Whitefield  changed  the  face 
of  England.  “It  can  happen  again,”  he 
said. 


The  church  today 
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HAS  BROKEN  DOWN 
THE  WALLS 
THAT  SEPARATE  US 

wm  Of  PDAYBJ  foe  CHStSTUN  UNITY 

Poster  proclaims  week  of  unity 

GRAYMOOR,  N.  Y.  "No  longer  strangers,"  the  theme  for  the  annual  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity,  Jan.  18-25,  is  proclaimed  here  by  poster.  The  theme  was 
selected  jointly  by  the  Graymoor  Ecumenical  Institute  here  and  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  New  York. 

It  is  taken  from  the  second  chapter  of  St.  Paul’s  Letter  to  the  Ephesians,  in  which 
the  Apostle  appeals  for  unity  among  the  Christians  of  Ephesus  who  were  caught  in 
personal  animosities  and  intra-mural  wrangling  to  the  detriment  of  the  community 
and  its  witness  to  Christ.  religious  news  service  photo 


Mass  evangelism  ineffective 
in  promoting  membership 

PASADENA,  Calif.  (RNS)  -  Two 
studies  conducted  by  the  Institute  for 
American  Church  growth  here  indicate 
that  mass  evangelism  is  not  an  effective 
method  of  promoting  increases  in  church 
membership. 

Separate  studies  of  the  effects  of  a  1976 
Billy  Graham  crusade  in  Seattle  and  the 
“Here’s  Life,  America”  campaign  held 
in  several  cities  by  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ  found  that  relatively  few  of  the 
people  who  indicated  that  they  had  made 
"decisions  for  Christ”  followed  up  on 
those  decisions  by  joining  local  churches. 

The  study  of  the  Graham  crusade’s 
results  found  that  more  than  53  percent 
of  the  decisions  registered  were  by 
Christians  “rededicating”  their  lives  to 
Christ.  Of  the  non-churchgoers  who 
made  “decisions  for  Christ,”  nearly  85 
per  cent  did  not  join  churches. 

Of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
“decisions”  registered  by  the  Campus 
Crusade  effort,  97  of  every  100  were 
never  incorporated  into  a  church. 

President  Carter  “most 
admired  man”  in  poll 

PRINCETON,  N.J.  (RNS)  -  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Gallup  Poll,  President  Jimmy 
Carter  of  the  United  States  is  the 
“most  admired  man  in  the  world." 
Results  of  the  annual  poll  were 
announced  as  Mr.  Carter  began  a  tour  of 
foreign  countries. 

Two  religious  personalities  in  the 
Gallup  survey  finished  in  the  first  10  of 


those  most  admired  by  Americans. 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham  placed  fourth, 
Pope  Paul  VI  tied  for  ninth. 

Just  behind  Mr.  Carter  in  second  place 
was  Egyptian  President  Anwar  Sadat, 
while  Sen  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  (D  - 
Minn.)  was  third. 

Three  other  religious  leaders  received 
a  large  number  of  mentions  in  the'tdting. 
They  were  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson, 
leader  of  People  United  to  Serve 
Humanity  (PUSH),  U.S.  Ambassador  to 
the  United  Nations  Andrew  Young,  and 
the  Rev.  Oral  Roberts,  evangelist. 

New  York  minister’s 
daughter  found  dead 

ONEONTA,  N  Y.  (RNS)  —  An  18-year- 
old  student  at  the  State  University  in 
Oneonta,  whose  father  is  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  was  found  dead  in  a 
dense  woods  near  here. 

Ricky  A.  Knapp,  26,  a  part-time  tree 
surgeon  who  was  free  on  $5,000  bail  on  a 
sodomy  indictment,  was  arrested  in 
connection  with  the  death  of  Linda  Velzy 
of  Woodbury,  N.Y.  An  autopsy  showed 
that  she  had  suffered  a  fractured  skull 
and  brain  contusions. 

More  than  a  week  after  his  daughter 
was  first  reported  missing,  Mr.  Velzy 
praised  the  members  of  his  parish  for 
aiding  him  and  his  family  in  the  crisis. 
“This  is  a  time  when  the  church  as  a 
whole  has  ministered  to  one  of  its 
pastors,”  he  said.  “Probably  most 
people  don’t  think  about  it  but 
ministering  works  both  ways  —  from  lay 
people  to  pastor,  as  well  as  the  other  way 
around.” 


6 Better  idea’  eases  district  superintendent’s  job  rounds 


JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  —  Ready  to  hit  the  roads  of  the  Jefferson  City-Rolla 
District  in  their  home  on  wheels  are  District  Superintendent  Robert  W.  Core.  left, 
and  his  wife.  Falba.  They  find  taking  the  district  parsonage  with  them  is  "a  better 
idea.” 

For  a  job  that  requires  being  on  the  road  as  much  as  being  at  home,  the  Cores  find 
their  recreational  vehicle  is  a  practical  solution.  (See  related  story  on  this  page.) 
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GIVE  HOPE.  "Live  100  Years  -  Even  with  a  Fatal 
Disease?"  tells  how  faith  heals  -  including  author’s 
critical  leukemia.  Bookstores  or  Vantage,  516  W. 
34th,  New  York,  N  Y  $4.95. 


WANTED  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR 
for  2700  member  church.  Send  resume  to  Littleton 
United  Methodist  Church.  1313  W  Shepperd  Avenue. 
Littleton,  Colorado.  (303  )  794-6379 


DELUXE  Japan.  Taiwan.  Penang.  Hong  Kong, 
Singapore.  Bangkok.  March  4  27  Option  Honolulu 
Dallas  or  hometown  July  4th  Mediterranean  Cruise. 
Rev  Kirk,  3005  00  59th.  Lubbock.  Tex  79413 


METHODIST  TUTOR  IN  SYSTEMATIC 
THEOLOGY:  The  Joint  Anglican  Methodist 
Executive  is  seeking  a  Tutor  in  Systematic  Theology 
for  the  Wesley  Lirlureship  Applicants  will  need  to 
lie  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  or,  if  in  a 
United  Church,  have  lieen  in  full  association  with  it. 
The  Tutor  will  he  required  to  leach  in  Systematic  and 
possihlv  in  Philosophical  Theology  Interest  in  the 
contemporary  context  of  Theology  in  culture  and 
mission  is  desirable  Methodist  scale  stipend  and 
allowances  will  lie  paid  and  a  free  house  provided 
There  are  attractive  conditions  of  work  and 
superannuation  provision  Appointment  is  to  lake 
effort  from  September  t.  IWR.  or  February  1. 1979 
Written  application  closing  on  March  l,  l!)7K,  should 
tie  made  to:  The  Warden,  SI  John's  College.  202  SI 
John's  ltd  Meadowbank.  Auckland.  5.  New 
Zealand 

|.TLL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OK  MUSIC  desired 
Kendall  United  Methodist  Church,  7600  S  W  104  SI  . 
Miami.  K la  33156 

MINISTER  in  Higher  Education  wanted  for 
W  SMI  Silver  uj|V  New  Mexico  'Write  26111 
Walnut  Street  Silver  City  New  Mexico  HH06I  or  call 
■  505  i  538  235H 


By  JAMES  H.  STEELE 

JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (UMC)  - 
Way  back  when,  at  a  time  when  district 
superintendents  were  known  as  presiding 
elders,  they  made  their  rounds  on 
horseback.  Later,  of  course,  there  were 
buggies,  trains  and  eventually  the 
automobile. 

Today,  while  the  transportation 
situation  has  improved  considerably,  the 
schedule  of  a  “DS”  hasn’t.  Anytime  of 
the  year,  he  or  she  ^ill  likely  be  on  the 
road  as  much  as  at  home.  And  during 
charge  conference  time,  things  are  even 
tougher  —  for  most  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  that  is, 

But  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Core  of 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  like  the  Ford  people, 
has  a  better  idea.  He,  in  effect,  takes  the 
district  parsonage  —  and  more 
importantly  the  district’s  first  lady  — 
with  him. 

Mr.  Core’s  home  on  wheels  is  what  has 
come  to  be  known  in  recent  years  as  an 
“RV”  —  recreational  vehicle. 

The  Cores’  RV  will  sleep  seven.  It’s 
hardly  what  you’d  call  roughing  it.  In  the 
spacious  vehicle,  there’s  TV,  air 
conditioning,  forced  air  heat,  AM-FM, 
eight-track  radio  (all  in  stereo  no  less),  a 
refrigerator  which  can  operate  from  the 
vehicle’s  12-volt  system,  115-volt  house 
current  or  propane,  a  stove  with  oven,  a 
kitchen  sink  and  workspace  and  a  full 
bath  with  shower  and  tub. 

Mr.  Core  is  now  in  his  second  year  as 
superintendent  of  the  Jefferson  City- 
Rolla  District,  Missouri  East  Confer¬ 
ence.  In  terms  of  square  miles,  the 


district  is  the  largest  in  the  Missouri 
Area,  running  from  the  Missouri  River  to 
the  Arkansas  line.  It  is  210  miles  long  and 
125  miles  across  at  its  widest  point  and 
takes  in  part  of  the  Lake  of  the  Ozarks 
region.  There  are  37  charges.  64  churches 
and  two  Wesley  Foundations. 

“In  the  long  run,  using  the  RV  saves 
mileage  and  wear,"  Mr.  Core  says.  “We 
can  hook  up  and  stay  put  for  several  days 
in  one  cluster.  Falba  and  I  can  have  more 
time  together  and  of  course  there’s  not 
the  continual  driving  to  and  from  the 
district  office  and  parsonage  in  Jefferson 


JAMES  STEELE  PHOTO 

City."  A  daughter  and  son-in-law  stay  at 
the  parsonage  when  the  Cores  are  away 
and  forward  mail  and  telephone 
messages.  The  bishop’s  office  also  has 
the  couple’s  itinerary,  as  do  all 
preachers  in  the  district. 

“More  important  than  any  monetary 
savings,”  Mr.  Core  adds,  “is  the  fact  we 
can  get  to  know  the  various  ministers 
and  laypersons  better.  After  a  charge 
conference  or  cluster  meeting  is  over,  we 
can  stay  around  and  visit  instead  of 
immediately  having  to  head  back  to 
Jefferson  City.  Time  that  normally 


would  be  spent  driving  can  be  devoted  to 
more  important  things.” 

It’s  also  more  relaxing,  he  notes.  The 
Cores  enjoy  fishing,  the  outdoors  in 
general,  and  various  kinds  of  crafts 
work.  For  any  of  those  activities,  there’s 
no  better  place  than  Missouri’s  Ozarks. 
The  “Methodist  Traveler.”  as  the  vehicle 
has  been  dubbed,  puts  it  all  at  their 
doorstep. 

Mrs.  Core  takes  care  of  the  cooking, 
just  as  she  does  at  home  in  Jefferson 
City,  and  this  too  saves  money  since  it’s 
generally  not  necessary  to  eat  in 
restaurants.  The  RV,  which  measures 
seven  feet  wide  and  more  than  21  feet 
long,  has  ample  room  to  seat  a  half-dozen 
or  so  for  a  meal  or  whatever.  And  while  it 
becomes  a  bit  cramped,  even  more  can 
squeeze  in  for  a  meeting. 

Are  there  any  disadvantages?  “Not 
really,”  replies  Falba  Core.  “With  both 
our  daughters  grown  and  married, 
there’s  nothing  that  requires  me  to  stay 
at  home.  While  we’re  on  the  road.  I  take 
care  of  the  secretarial  work  much  the 
same  as  I  do  in  Jefferson  City  and  in 
many  ways  it  makes  for  increased 
efficiency.  One  thing  that’s  really  nice  is 
that  we  can  visit  with  old  friends  and 
don’t  always  have  to  jump  up  and  run 
when  a  meeting  is  over.  We  get  to  know 
more  about  the  various  towns  we  visit, 
too.  I  enjoy  needlepoint  and  several  other 
hobbies  and  of  course  it’s  no  problem 
simply  to  take  these  along.” 

Mr.  Steele  is  director  of  communi¬ 
cations  for  the  Missouri  Area  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 
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Half  million 
U.M.s  said 
charismatic 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

MIAMI  BEACH  —  An  estimated 
300,000  to  one-half  million  United 
Methodists  are  involved  in  the 
charismatic  movement,  the  new 
executive  director  of  the  movement 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  said. 

The  Rev.  Ross  Whetstone,  part-time 
director  of  Renewal  Services  Fellowship 
(RSF),  told  a  press  conference  here  the 
charismatic  fellowship  formed  this  fall 
has  no  membership  roll  and  the  number 
of  charismatics  within  the  UMC  is 
merely  an  "estimate.”  He  also  said  U.M. 
charismatics  seemed  evenly  spread 
geographically  across  the  church 
following  the  concentration  of  U.S. 
population. 

Dr.  Whetstone,  professor  of 
evangelism  at  the  church’s  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  and  here  for  the 
Congress  on  Evangelism  (see  related 
article),  emphasized  that  the  new 
fellowship  is  not  an  “organization  of 
members  but  a  ministry  to  the  ministries 
of  the  church.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
for  choosing  the  name  Renewal  Services 
Fellowship,"  he  said.  “We  want  to 
provide  services  and  enable  those  efforts 
within  the  denomination  which  are 
directed  to  the  spiritual  renewal  of  the 
church.” 

In  new  developments,  he  announced  a 
15-member  board  of  directors  has  been 
selected  which  includes  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas,  Canton,  Ohio,  as  well  as  seven 
laypersons  and  seven  other  clergyper- 
sons.  William  P.  Wilson  of  the  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  Medical  Center,  Durham,  N.C.,  is 
chairman. 

Numerous  members  of  “Good  News," 
an  evangelical  group  within  the  UMC. 
had  encouraged  the  charismatics  to  unite 
with  their  organization.  Dr.  Whetstone 
said.  “We  serve  overlapping  but 
different  constituencies.  Some  persons  in 
both  groups  would  not  be  happy  to  be 
identified  with  the  other  group,  so  we 
maintain  ties  of  love  and  support  but 
separate  groups.  Dr  Wilson  and  Dr. 
Robert  G.  Tuttle  are  on  the  board  of  both 
groups,"  he  noted. 

John  Wesley  is  responsible  for  a 
Roman  Catholic  charismatic  invitation 
to  the  RSF  to  send  a  delegation  to  their 
international  conference  of  20,000 
persons  in  Dublin,  Ireland  next  August. 
Dr.  Whetstone  said.  “They  see  in  John 
Wesley  and  his  theology  the  beginnings 
of  the  modem  charismatic  renewal.  And 
they  invited  us  because  of  the  substantial 
impact  the  Wesleyan  holiness  tradition 
has  had  on  worldwide  charismatic 
renewal.” 

American  Catholics  have  been  allotted 
space  for  “5,000,  of  which  160  spaces 
have  been  set  aside  for  the  United 
Methodist  delegation."  he  said.  "So  far 
as  we  know,  we  are  the  only  group  that 
has  received  this  kind  of  special 
invitation.” 

Asked  why  divisiveness  sometimes 
occurs  in  congregations  where 
charismatics  are  members.  Dr. 
Whetstone  explained  there  were  usually 
two  reasons:  “One  comes  from  an 
immature  reaction  of  people  who  have 
just  experienced  coming  to  Christ.  The 
second  reason  stems  from  a 
defensiveness  from  people  who  see 
Christianity  mainly  in  propositional 
terms. 

“Charismatic  renewal  is  not  the  only 
way  to  renew  the  church,"  he  said.  “But 
given  the  experiencial  orientation  in  our 
culture  today,  this  emphasis  will 
continue  to  flourish  in  the  church  —  and 
helpfully  so.” 

The  former  Board  of  Discipleship  staff 
member  said  he  hopes  the  UMC  will  be 
true  to  its  tradition  of  “openness  to  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  church  has 
tried  structure,  re-structure,  doctrine, 
policy  statements  —  where  is  power 
coming  from?  We  believe  it  comes  from 
the  empowerment  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
strengthen  and  build  up  Christ’s 
church." 


“ Because  God  first  loved  us." 

human 

relations 

V _ I _ / 

February  12,  1978 

United  Methodist  yifts  on  Human 
Helot  ions  Day  moke  possible  four 
vito) areas  of  sharing  ministry. Gods 
Tove.  changing  people's  lives 

•  United  Methodist  Voluntary 

t  Service.  More  than  500  vol 
unteers  working  with  com 
munity  groups  in  behalf  of  the 
church 

•  In-Service  Training  for  Eth- 

tnic  Minorities.  Special  train 
ing  opportunities  for  local  eth 
nic  leaders,  both  lay  and  clergy 
•  Community  Developers.  Ap 

tproximately  50  developers,  re 
lated  to  local  churches,  helping 
people  meet  community  needs 
•  Police-Community  Relations. 

t  Projects  and  programs  to  build 
better  understanding  and  ease 
tensions  in  conflict 


Order  Human  Relations  Day  materials  from 


United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  St. 
Evanston.  ILL  60201 
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Lobby  measures  draw  concern 

Church  officials  support  concept  but  find  curbs  overly  ‘burdensome 
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Epiphany  slarburst  celebrates  the  Incarnation 

BOSTON  —  In  keeping  with  the  earliest  themes  of  the  observance  of  Epi¬ 
phany,  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Guild  of  Old  West  United  Methodist  Church  here 
fashioned  the  epiphany  starburst  design  for  their  altarpiece.  The  Rev.  Richard 
L.  Eslinger  of  Old  West  Church  says  that  “the  image  of  life  expressed  with 
candles,  the  star  burst  design  and  special  lighting  effects"  are  all  appropriate  for 
the  Epiphany  observance  which  was  originally  known  as  the  “Holy  Day  of 
Lights." 

Beginning  with  the  celebration  of  the  baptism  of  Jesus,  the  season  is  the 
festival  of  the  incarnation  of  Jesus  Christ,  southern  new  England  reporter  photo 

UMW  funded  initial  tour 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Church  public 
affairs  officials  have  expressed  major 
reservations  about  lobby  disclosure 
measures  which  may  come  before 
Congress  in  early  1978. 

Although  supporting  the  concept  that 
some  lobbying  curbs  are  needed,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  Baptist  and  United 
Methodist  officials  claim  the  proposed 
bills  would  place  unnecessarily 
burdensome  restrictions  and  red-tape  on 
churches  and  other  non-profit  citizens 
groups. 

The  bills,  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Peter  W.  Rodino  Jr., 
( D-N.  J. )  and  in  the  Senate  by  Edward  M. 
Kennedy  (D-Mass.),  call  for  detailed 
reporting  by  organizations  engaged  in 
lobbying  or  "lobbying  communications.” 

The  Senate  bill  would  require 
registration  of  organizations  which  em¬ 
ploy  a  person  to  conduct  lobbying  activi¬ 
ties  for  24  hours  or  more  in  any  one 
quarter  ( 12  hours  or  more  if  two  or  more 
employees  are  so  engaged) . 

The  House  bill  would  require 
registration  if  an  agency  spends  $2,500  or 
more  during  a  quarter  to  pay  someone  to 
lobby  or  prepare  "lobbying  communi¬ 
cations." 

Both  bills  would  require  substantial 
disclosure  of  lobbying  activities,  in¬ 
cluding  who  is  being  "lobbied"  and 
who  has  formulated  the  policy  or  position 
to  be  advocated. 

Comprehensive  financial  reporting 
would  be  required  as  would  disclosure  of 
lobby  solicitation  methods.  Barry  Lynne, 
UCC  office  of  Church  in  Society,  says 
that  this  is  of  particular  importance  to 
the  churches  since  church-related 
organizations  often  urge  constituents  to 


Displaced  homemaker  support  builds 


By  NANCIE  FADELEY 

EUGENE,  Ore.  —  A  United  Methodist 
financed  speaking  tour  last  winter  by  a 
widow  in  her  fifties  has  launched  a 
national  movement  that  has  caused 
Americans  to  recognize  the  problems  of 
the  displaced  homemaker. 

Laurie  Shields 
spoke  to  audiences 
all  over  the  country 
about  the  pain  and 
tragedy  of  the 
woman  who,  be¬ 
cause  of  death,  di¬ 
vorce  or  illness  of  a 
spouse,  is  cut  off 
from  family  in¬ 
come  after  many 
years  of  homemak- 


m 


Laurie  Shields 


market.  The  organizational  skills  she 
needed  to  run  a  home  and  to  keep  up  with 
her  volunteer  duties,  her  knowledge  of 
nutrition  and  of  personal  relationship, 
her  ability  to  care  for  others  and  to 
enable  her  to  stretch  the  dollar  often 
make  her  a  remarkably  valuable  em¬ 
ployee." 

Centers  do  help 

The  time  a  displaced  homemaker  is 
served  by  a  center  is  relatively  short, 
less  than  six  months,  yet  those  six 
months  can  mean  the  difference  between 
a  life  of  bitterness  and  frustration  and 
the  life  of  self-sufficiency  as  a  contribut¬ 
ing  member  of  society. 

Persons  wishing  more  information 


about  Displaced  Homemaker  Centers 
can  write  to  Laurie  Shields,  Co¬ 
ordinator,  National  Alliance  for 
Displaced  Homemakers,  3800  Harrison 
Street,  Oakland,  Calif.  94611;  Cynthia  E. 
Marano,  Center  for  Displaced 
Homemakers;  2435  Maryland  Avenue, 
Baltimore,  Md.  21218;  or  Hazel  Foss, 
Director  of  the  Center  for  Displaced 
Homemakers,  1609  Agate,  Eugene,  Ore. 
97403. 

Ms.  Fadeley.  State  Representative 
from  Eugene,  wrote  the  audio-visual 
script  for  Oregon-Idaho  night  at  the  1976 
General  Conference.  But  she  prefers  to 
be  known  as  the  author  and  principal 
sponsor  of  Oregon's  Displaced 
Homemaker  Act. 


ing.  The  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  funded  the  initial  tour. 

From  that  start  displaced  homemaker 
legislation  has  now  been  introduced  in  30 
state  legislatures.  Fourteen  states  have 
approved  bills  authorizing  centers  which 
will  provide  personal  counseling,  job 
training,  health  information  and  other 
services  to  help  the  displaced 
homemaker  cope  with  the  unanticipated 
problems  of  a  life  alone.  In  three  states  — 
California,  Maryland  and  Oregon  — 
centers  are  already  operating. 

And  national  legislation  establishing 
more  displaced  homemaker  centers  is 
expected  to  be  signed  by  President 
Jimmy  Carter  this  spring. 

‘Displaced  homemaker’ new  term 

Throughout  the  southeastern  states  in 
1976,  Mrs.  Shields  traveled  talking  about 
the  displaced  homemaker,  a  new  term 
that  recognizes  the  age  old  problem  of 
the  person  (who  may  be  a  man  or  a 
woman  but  is  usually  a  woman )  who  is  no 
longer  married  to  a  breadwinner. 

The  typical  displaced  homemaker  is 
too  young  for  social  security,  yet  too  old 
to  be  welcomed  into  the  paid  job  market ; 
unemployed  yet  not  eligible  for  unem¬ 
ployment  benefits;  and,  if  her  children 
are  no  longer  at  home,  not  even  eligible 
for  welfare. 

United  Methodist  women  trying  to 
enlist  the  aid  of  male  law  makers  in 
displaced  homemaker  legislation 
continually  found  surprising  support. 

"Let  me  tell  you  about  my  mother-in- 
law."  the  male  legislator  would  say. 
“She’s  a  wonderful  woman,  but  ever 
since  Grandpa  died,  she’s  just  been  lost.” 

The  discussion  of  displaced 
homemaker  legislation  had  made  these 
men  realize  that  their  mother-in-law’s 
situation  was  not  unique,  that  there  was 
nothing  wrong  with  her,  but  that  she  was 
just  going  through  the  normal  process  of 
grief  over  loss  of  a  spouse.  For  the  first 
time,  they  and  many  other  Americans 
recognized  that  the  displaced 
homemaker  is  not  simply  a  personal 
tragedy,  but  a  social  problem  with 
possible  remedies.  And  they  were  eager 
to  vote  for  those  remedies. 

Why  overlooked  so  long? 

"We  have  had  widows  with  us  always," 
sighed  one  man.  “Why  have  we  over¬ 
looked  her  needs  so  long?  ’  ’ 

According  to  Hazel  Foss,  the  widow 
who  directs  the  Oregon  Center  for 
Displaced  Homemakers,  the  displaced 
homemaker’s  greatest  need  is  not 
extensive  retraining,  but  self-confidence. 
Her  own  feelings  of  self-worth  have  been 
shattered  by  the  experience  of 
widowhood  or  divorce,  and  she  feels 
inadequate  to  face  the  world  of  work 
because  of  her  lack  of  paid  job 
experience 

“She  needs  to  realize,"  says  Mrs.  Foss, 
"that  she  has  talents  even  though  she 
was  not  paid  for  her  household  labors.  At 
the  Center,  we  encourage  her  to  see  how 
the  expertise  she  developed  as  a 
homemaker  can  be  adapted  to  the  job 


Youth  organization  sets 
project  grants  for  1978 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Nine  projects 
representing  family,  evangelism,  and 
ethnic  minority  youth  concerns  have 
been  chosen  to  receive  a  total  of  $25,161 
from  the  Youth  Service  Fund,  the 
national  missions  fund  sponsored  by 
United  Methodist  youth. 

Grants  to  family  priority  projects  are: 
$3,500  to  the  "Sisterhood  of  Black  Single 
Mothers”  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  a  program 
aimed  at  preventing  teen-age 
pregnancies;  $1,000  to  "Upstairs-Back¬ 
door,"  a  recreational  and  educational 
program  in  Albany,  Calif.;  and  $3,887 
to  the  Breitmayer  Memorial  Ministry, 

SMU  theology 
students  intern 
in  Liberia 

DALLAS  (RNW)  —  Four  students 
from  Southern  Methodist  University’s 
theology  school  will  serve  internships 
under  a  United  Methodist  Bishop  who 
was  recently  named  vice-president  of 
Liberia. 

Bishop  Bennie  Warner  will  supervise 
the  students  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  a  pilot  project  of  cooperation 
with  the  church  in  the  African  nation. 

Perkins’  intern  program  requires 
students  to  spend  a  minimum  of  18  weeks 
working  full-time  under  trained 
supervision  in  churches  or  church 
agencies  before  their  final  year  of  study. 

The  Liberian  program  will  receive 
major  financial  aid  from  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
will  be  observed  by  representatives  from 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Perkins’  student  Ester  Hammond  will 
help  ready  an  indigenous  church  school 
curriculum  in  Monrovia.  Elias  Martinez 
and  David  Mosser  will  teach  at  the 
Gbarnga  School  of  Theology  and 
Sylvester  Chase  will  conduct  youth  and 
evangelistic  ministry  for  the  Cape 
Palmas  district  in  the  Liberian  church. 

“To  our  knowledge,  this  is  the  first 
time  general  agencies  of  America’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  a  major 
theological  school  and  an  indigenous 
Third  World  church  have  ventured  into  a 
cooperative  effort  of  theological 
education,"  said  Claus  Rohlfs,  Perkins 
intern  director. 

He  said,  "We  hope  to  work  with  the 
Liberian  church  in  assimilating  and 
redesigning  our  model  to  fit  its  situation. 
The  odds  are  high  for  realizing  mutual 
benefit  in  contrast  with  Third  World 
churches  " 

Liberian  Bishop  Warner  praised  the 
intern  program  saying,  "This  is  perhaps 
the  first  time  that  a  major  U  S.  theology 
school  has  had  the  vision  for  outreach  in 
a  distant  land  ” 


a  community  family  program  related 
to  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Grants  to  evangelism-related  projects 
are:  $1,000  to  "Companionship  Happen¬ 
ing,"  a  program  in  Newton,  Iowa, 
which  involves  youth  volunteers  in  a 
state  hospital  and  school  for  the  re¬ 
tarded;  $4,387  for  a  community  recre¬ 
ation  program  in  Nome,  Alaska;  and 
$3,000  to  an  ecumenical  youth-young 
adult  program  in  Milwaukee,  Wise. 

Grants  related  to  ethnic  minority  youth 
empowerment  are:  $4,000  to  a  career 
development  trainee  program  related  to 
the  Neighborhood  Center  of  Utica,  N.Y.; 
$1,000  to  the  Kingsley-Galena  Youth 
Program  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  and  $3,387  to  the 
conference  youth  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mozambique. 

The  projects  were  approved  by  the 
Steering  Committee  of  the  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization  (NYMO) 
meeting  here  Dec.  27-Jan.  2.  The  Youth 
Service  Fund  grants  will  be  made  during 
1978  from  funds  raised  during  1977. 

The  projects  were  selected  from  34 
applications  reviewed  by  a  committee  of 
four  youth  members  of  the  Steering 
Committee  and  three  adults  who  are  not 
members  of  any  denominational  agency 

Preference  is  given  in  the  selection 
process  to  projects  which  fit  into  NYMO 
priorities  and  projects  which  have  high 
youth  involvement.  The  grants  are  also 
considered  "seed  money”  and  not  on¬ 
going  support. 

The  administration,  program  and 
projects  of  the  national  youth  organiza¬ 
tion  are  supported  from  funds  raised 
from  local  contributions  to  the  Youth 
Service  Fund.  Seventy  percernt  of  the 
money  raised  remains  in  the  annual 
conferences  in  which  the  funds  were 
raised  and  30  percent  supports  the 
national  organization.  Twenty-five  per¬ 
cent  of  the  money  received  at  the 
national  level  goes  for  grants  to  projects. 

In  other  action,  during  its  six-day 
meeting,  the  Steering  Committee: 

•voted  not  to  send  visitors  to  the  44th 
Annual  Assembly  and  Summer  Camp  of 
Methodist  youth  in  Havana,  Cuba,  this 
summer  because  of  a  tight  1978  budget.  A 
message  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Cuban  Youth 
Council,  which  initiated  this  invitation, 
expressing  appreciation  and  interest  in 
exchanging  visitors  at  a  future  time. 

•agreed  to  ask  the  1980  General 
Conference  to  designate  a  "Youth 
Sunday”  each  February  at  which  time  an 
offering  would  be  taken  for  the  Youth 
Service  Fund. 

•threw  its  support  behind  a  proposal 
made  recently  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Family  Life  Committee  asking 
the  1980  General  Conference  to  designate 
“family”  as  a  priority  concern  for  the 
next  quadrennium. 


write  or  wire  their  representatives,  the 
White  House,  or  other  federal  agencies 
on  legislative  matters. 

Civil  penalties  for  failure  to  disclose 
lobbying  activities  are  levied  at  $5,000  in 
the  Senate  bill  and  $10,000  in  the  House 
version. 

Devastating  practical  effect 

He  says  that,  while  the  measures 
might  bring  much-needed  reform,  they 
"may  have  a  devastating  practical 
effect,"  and  interfere  with  the  ‘free 
exercise  of  religion’  guaranteed  to  all  by 
the  Constitution . 

Mr.  Lynn  said  "the  United  Church  of 
Christ  and  many  other  religious  bodies 
have  felt  compelled  to  speak  out  to  the 
government  about  the  formulation  of  pub 
lie  policy  and  to  criticize  government 
actions  which  fall  short  of  ethical  norms. 
It  is  a  crucial  part  of  the  prophetic  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church." 

He  cautions  that  these  bills  will  ‘chill’ 
even  further  the  churches’  involvement 
in  governmental  affairs  because  of  the 
record  keeping  requirements  of  the  lobby 
disclosure  recommendations  which  are 
expensive  and  time-consuming.  He  said 
these  administrative  costs  constitute  an 
indirect  abridgement  of  the  ‘free  exer- 

Schism  top 
religion 
news  in  ’77 

HOUSTON  (RNS)  —  The  schism  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  has  been  voted  top 
religious  news  story  of  1977  by  members 
of  the  Religion  Newswriters  Association 
(RNA). 

Results  of  balloting  by  48  members  of 
the  RNA  were  released  here  by  Louis 
Moore,  religion  editor  of  the  Houston 
Chronicle. 

Second  story  on  the  RNA  list  was  the 
drive  by  homosexuals  for  understanding 
and  acceptance  by  churches.  This 
involved  controversies  over  the 
ordination  to  the  Episcopal  priesthood  of 
an  avowed  lesbian  and  the  anti-gay 
rights  crusade  launched  by  entertainer 
Anita  Bryant. 

Ranking  third  on  the  RNA  list  was  the 
boom  of  the  evangelical  “born  again" 
movement  in  this  country. 

Controversy  surrounding  religious 
“cults”  active  in  the  United  States 
numbered  fourth  on  tf\e  RNA  poll.  This 
issue  includes  disputes  involving  the 
Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon’s  Unification 
Church  and  deprogrammers. 

Voted  fifth  was  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  French  Roman  Catholic  Arch¬ 
bishop  Marcel  Lefebvre’s  dispute  with  the 
Vatican  over  changes  in  the  Catholic 
Mass. 


cise’  clause  because  they  are,  in  essence, 
fiscal  constraints  on  the  right  to  engage 
in  constitutionally  protected  activity. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Corbett,  staffer  for 
United  Methodism’s  Dept,  of  Church  and 
Government  Relations,  said,  in  his  view, 
the  proposed  legislation  is  more 
damaging  to  freedom  of  speech  than  to 
freedom  of  religion.  He  argues  that  the 
legislation  would  greatly  hamper  the 
flow  of  citizen  opinion  to  the  Congress  not 
only  from  religious  groups  but  from 
dozens  of  small  citizen’s  groups  with 
limited  funds  and  small  staffs. 

Mr.  Corbett  reported  that  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  resentment  in 
Congress  that  they  receive  so  much  mail 
from  ‘the  people  out  there.’ 

"I  think  that’s  the  way  it  should  be  in  a 
democracy,"  Mr.  Corbett  said.  He  said 
this  legislation  could  destroy  a  lot  of 
citizen’s  special  interest  groups  and 
further  discourage  citizens  concerned 


about  government  policy  from  making 
their  voices  heard. 

Mr.  Corbett  said  the  legislation 
wouldn’t  particularly  harm  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  social  witness,  and 
he  supports  legislation  calling  for  reports 
on  who  is  lobbying  and  how  much  money 
is  being  spent. 

What  he  is  concerned  about  is  the 
"burdensome  aspects  of  some  the 
legislation  being  discussed  which  would 
result  in  an  organization  being  so 
accountable  filling  out  forms  and  records 
that  they  don’t  have  any  time  left  to  do 
their  job." 

John  W.  Baker,  an  associate  director  of 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affairs  in  Washington,  says  his  agency  is 
on  record  saying  it  will  not  comply  with 
any  legislation  calling  for  disclosure  of 
lobbying  activities.  It  is  "a  matter  of 
religious  liberty,”  he  said.  His  commit¬ 
tee  represents  nine  Baptist  bodies. 


Divorced  clergy  say 
vocation  not  at  fault 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  An  area  survey  of 
divorced  clergymen  and  their  former 
wives  has  found  that  all  said  the  divorce 
would  have  happened  whether  or  not  the 
man  was  in  the  ministry. 

Other  results  of  the  survey,  which  was 
taken  by  Adon  Taft  of  the  Miami  Herald, 
indicated  that  congregations  were 
accepting  and  supportive  of  the 
ministers  despite  their  divorces, 
although  most  of  the  ministers  and  their 
ex-wives  complained  about  a  lack  of 
support  from  their  denominations. 

The  newspaper  survey  covered  some 
24  ministers  of  eight  different 
denominations  who  have  been  divorced 
in  recent  years.  At  least  two  had  been 
divorced  twice.  In  analyzing  the  results, 
Mr.  Taft  also  drew  on  the  findings  of 
other  studies  on  clergy  divorce. 

A  study  conducted  by  Diane  Knippers 
and  Eddie  Robb  for  "Good  News,"  the 
magazine  of  the  Forum  for  Scriptural 
Christianity  Within  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  indicated  that  infidelity  is  a 
major  cause  of  clergy  divorce.  That 
research  suggested  that  nine  of  every  ten 
divorces  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
involve  infidelity  on  the  part  of  the  man. 

Dr.  David  Moss  of  the  Chicago  Center 
for  Religion  and  Psychotherapy  cited 
money  as  another  element  in  clergy 
divorce.  He  noted  that  clergymen  are 
paid  an  average  of  $8,500  a  year,  which 
he  described  as  "a  very  unprofessional 
salary.” 

According  to  Dr.  Moss,  infidelity  on  the 
part  of  one  member  of  a  clergy  marriage 
is  usually  a  symptom  of  a  deeper 


problem.  He  suggested  that  the  wife  of  a^ 
minister  may  nave  “a  feeling  of  being 
cut  off,  of  being  rejected  or  subordinated. 
Many  times  a  substitute  is  sought  in 
children,  a  job,  church  activities  —  or 
frequently  an  affair.” 

Dr.  Moss  felt  that  in  divorces  involving 
clergy  marriages,  "the  wife  gets  tagged 
with  the  black  hat  most  of  the  time, 
unless  the  minister  is  having  an  affair," 
Dr.  Robert  W.  Carlson,  professor  of 
ministry  at  Seabury-Western  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  gave  an  illustration. 

Dr.  Carlson  cited  the  case  of  a  minister 
who  was  a  "workaholic”  who  was 
greatly  loved  by  his  congregation.  He 
said  this  minister  felt  it  was  his  wife’s 
problem  that  the  marriage  was  breaking 
up.  "By  and  large,  he  was  supported  by 
his  congregation  on  this,”  the  seminary 
professor  related.  "A  number  of  women 
in  the  parish  could  not  see  how  she  (the 
pastor’s  wife)  failed  to  support  him  in 
this  wonderful  effort  of  doing  the  Lord’s 
work .  . 

Divorced  ministers  exhibited  varying 
reactions  to  their  experience.  One 
interviewed  by  the  Herald  said,  "My 
divorce  was  a  painful  but  growing 
experience.  Through  all  the  pain,  I 
learned  a  whole  lot  —  especially  how  God 
works  in  difficult  situations.” 

But  according  to  Dr.  Moss,  what  more 
frequently  happens  is  that  the  minister 
“feels  he  is  a  failure.  He  experiences 
shame.  More  often,  than  not,  he  leaves 
the  parish,  feeling  he  cannot  serve  in  an 
effective  fashion.  It  is  a  matter  of 
unresolved  grief  for  him  and  the  parish.” 


Th£  QUESTIONS 
AND 

THE  ANSWER 


Easter  Eggs  for  Everyone 

Evelyn  Coskey.  Drawings  by  Giorgetta  Bell  plus 
many  photographs.  Delightful  treats  and  how  to  make 
them — tie-dyed  eggs,  egg  mobiles,  an  Easter  egg  tree, 
etc.  All  ages.  $7.95 
Humbug  Rabbit 

Written  and  illustrated  by  Loma  Balian 
A  Junior  Literary  Guild  Selection.  A  delightful  fantasy 
about  a  rabbit  family  and  Easter.  Ages  3-7.  $7.95 


Books  for  Lenten/Easter  Reading 


Are  You  the  Christ?  And  Other  Questions 
Asked  About  Jesus  R.  Benjamin  Garrison.  This 
collection  of  Lenten/Easter  messages  portrays  the  Master  in 
his  humaneness,  wisdom,  authority,  meaning,  identity,  and 
compassion.  $3.50,  paper 

The  Transforming  Cross 

Charles  S.  McCoy  &  Marjorie  Casebier  McCoy. 

Forgiveness,  redemption,  comfort,  loneliness,  suffering,  fulfillment,  and  trust — all  are  echoed 
in  Jesus’  last  seven  words  from  the  cross  as  shown  in  this  book. 

$2.95,  paper 

The  Carpenter:  A  Play  for  the  Easter  Season 

Martin  K.  Doudna.  The  actors  in  this  clever  play 
struggle  with  the  reasons  Jesus  was  crucified  and  find 
that  the  same  prejudices  are  active  in  their  own  lives. 

65c,  paper 

The  Sanctuary  for  Lent,  1978 

Woodrow  A.  Geier.  What  does  Christ  ask  of  his 
disciples  and  what  are  his  promises  to  them?  Lenten 
devotions  answer  these  and  other  questions.  $18.95 
per  100,  paper 

Those  He  Came  to  Save 

Roy  C.  Putnam.  Jesus  Christ’s  keynote  addresses 
are  examined  to  show  their  relevance  to  bankrupt, 
brokenhearted,  bound,  blind,  and  bruised  persons. 

Good  News  for  all!  $4.95 

Putting  Your  Life  on  the  Line 

Seven  Sermons  for  the  Lenten/Easter  Season 

Maurice  A.  Fetty.  Seven  decisive  messages  make 
the  high  calling  and  spiritually  satisfying  commitment 
of  Christianity  clear  to  would-be  followers  of  Jesus. 

$2.95,  paper 

A  New  Happiness 

Christ 's  Pattern  for  Living  In  Today 's  World 

Gavin  Reid.  The  timely  wisdom  of  the  Beatitudes 
is  examined,  and  .the  lifestyle  which  evolves  when 
they  are  followed  is  revealed.  $2.25,  paper 

Celebrate — Lent  (Cassette  tape) 

An  enabling  process  tape  for  planning  worship  In 
preparation  for  Easter  (for  family  or  corporate  use ) 

Dennis  C.  Benson.  Creative  ways  the  family  and 
congregation  as  a  whole  can  prepare  for  Easter 
worship.  $7.95 

The  Easter  Story  for  Children 

Ralph  W.  Sockman;  illustrated  by  Gordon  Laite.  A 
clear,  reliable  explanation  of  Jesus'  life,  beginning  with 
his  birth  through  the  crucifixion  and  resurrection.  Ages 
7-10.  $4.50 


the  book  publishing  deportment  of 
the  united  methodlst  publishing  house 


L 


w  C  r  I 

x  o  m 
10  x  sr  r~ 
m  -HI 
c  ^  m 
m  -*  z 
-o  oc  > 

O  cc  X 


UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
SubscripjfTonioT  TO  B 


E  LOUISIANA  METHopiST- 
tublished  each  Friday 
it  of  a  single  subscriplioi 
3.50  per  year, 
id  all  subscription 
uests  to: 


JAf 


The 


8  19 


Eoui 


isiana 


e  Louisiana  United  Meth] 
0.  Box  4325 
•eveport,  Louisiana  71104] 


.  MAGALi-  LWK  I 
'ceWTE-MARY  CCLLl 


Week  «f  Prayer 
and  Christian  Unity 
-Jan.  18-25 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Tx.  75221 


(•  (I  it  lull 

JANUARY  20.  I97X 


SI  « 

;  3  of  Laity  sets  new 

guiuv  •inesfor  Howard 
Daughenbaugh 
scholarship 

The  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
adopted  new  By-Laws  for  the  Howard 
Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Fund. 

The  Howard  Daughenbaugh 
Scholarship  Fund  was  established  a 
number  of  years  ago  in  memory  of  the 
late  Howard  Daughenbaugh. 

The  By-Laws  state: 

I.  There  shall  be  a  Howard 
Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Fund  in 
memory  of  the  late  Howard 
Daughenbaugh,  former  Conference 
Lay  Leader  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

II.  The  purpose  of  the  fund  shall  be  to 
provide  educational  assistance  to 
women  students  in  college  programs 
leading  to  a  degree  in  some  form  of 
church  careers  or  Christian 
education  at  Centenary  College  or 
Dillard  University. 

III.  The  following  criteria  will  be 
considered  in  selecting  applicants : 

A.  The  applicant  must  be  an  active 
member  of  a  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

B.  She  must  be  recommended  by 
her  local  pastor. 

C.  She  must  be  interested  in  a 
program  leading  to  a  degree  in 
church  careers  or  Christian 
education  or  similar  field. 

D.  She  must  have  a  high  school 
average  of  B  or  above. 

E.  The  need  of  the  student  will  be 
seriously  considered. 

F.  The  Committee  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  the  Laity  will  be  orga¬ 
nized  as  follows: 

1.  A  Chairman  appointed  by  the 
Conference  Lay  Leader. 

2.  District  Chairman  selected  by 
the  District  Lay  Leaders  and 
the  District  Boards  of  the 
Laity. 

3.  Such  other  persons  as 
appointed  by  the  Conference 
Lay  Leader. 

IV.  Applications  will  be  sent  by  the  local 
pastors  to  the  Conference  Chairman 
of  the  Howard  Daughenbaugh 
Scholarship  Fund.  The  pastors  will 
annually  receive  application  blanks. 

The  applicants  will  be  initially 
screened  by  the  Howard 
Daughenbaugh  Committee  or  Sub- 
Committee  thereof  and  forwarded  to 
the  appropriate  college  or  university 
for  final  selection.  The  Scholarship 
Staff  of  the  Centenary  and  Dillard 
Campuses  will  make  the  final 
selection  with  the  assistance  and 
approval  of  the  Conference 
Committee  on  the  Howard 
Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Fund. 

V.  Funds  will  be  raised  by  the  Districts 
on  a  quota  basis  to  be  set  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  the  Laity 
annually. 
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Louisiana  Tech  University 


presents  their  1977  championship  football  team  for  the  second 
year.  Bill  Griffin.  White  Oaks.  Texas,  a  senior  Phys.  Ed.  major, 
served  as  coach.  Kevin  Rowell  Shreveport,  is  the  Men's 
Intramurals  Chairman  for  77-78.  Wesley  participates  in  the  total 
men  and  women  Intramural  Program.  Reverend  William  M. 
Stokes,  Jr.  is  the  director. 


The  minister’s 
“Little  Black  Book” 

Pastors  have  been  receiving  the 
DAILY  SUGGESTER  date  book  from  the 
Publishing  House  since  1906.  It  notes 
United  Methodist  calendar  events,  and 
lists  the  names  and  addresses  of  key 
United  Methodist  persons  and 
publications. 

Back  in  1906  the  book  was  one-half  inch 
longer  than  this  year’s  edition.  Then  it 
was  navy  blue  rather  than  black.  The 
cover  read  “Compliments  of  Jennings 
and  Graham,  Publisher  and 
Booksellers.’’  The  1906  book  contained 
everything  from  the  moon’s  phases  to  the 
approximate  values  of  foreign  coins  in 
United  States  money.  Other  earlier  books 
included  a  place  to  tally  monthly 
expenditures. 

According  to  many  pastors  it  would  be 
difficult  to  start  the  new  year  without  the 
SUGGESTER.  For  them  it’s  a  map  of 
wh^re  they’re  supposed  to  go  and  when. 
For  many,  it's  the  only  sure  place  to  keep 
up  with  the  address  of  a  new  friend  they 
met  in  South  Dakota.  During  the  course 
of  any  sizable  United  Methodist  meeting, 
almost  everyone  will  reach  in  his  pocket 
or  her  purse  to  confer  with  the  “little 
black  book"  before  setting  the  next 
meeting  date. 

This  month  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  the  official  publisher, 
printer  and  distributor  for  United 
Methodism,  sent  49,294  complimentary 
DAILY  SUGGESTER’S  to  United 
Methodist  ministers;  officials;  board 
and  agency  staff;  and  missionaries. 

The  arrival  of  the  new  SUGGESTER 
marks  the  doom  of  the  old  one.  It  will  be 
promptly  “tossed"  as  soon  as  all  of  the 
addresses,  phone  numbers,  clothes  sizes, 
and  birth  dates  can  be  transfered  into  the 
new  one.  Or  it  may  be  saved  —  saved  as 
an  interesting  diary  of  the  “itinerant 
ministry’’  of  a  church  leader. 


News  briefs 


The  Advisory  committee  on  the 
Dictionary  of  American  Hymnology 
reports  that  three-quarter  million  first- 
lines  of  hymns  have  been  indexed  frdm 
4,000  hymnals  printed  in  America  since 
the  Bay  Psalm  Book  of  1640  -  from 
Canada,  the  United  States,  and  Latin- 
America.  There  are  ca.  1800  hymnals 
still  to  be  indexed.  Files  now  include 
rough  material  for  ca.  2800  biographies 
of  hymn-writers. 

Dependent  on  adequate  funding, 
completion  of  the  project  was  projected 
for  1984,  with  publication  during  the 
following  year. 

Persons  interested  in  contributing  to 
the  project  should  contact  the  Executive 
Director  of  The  Hymn  Society  of 
America.  Wittenberg  University, 
Springfield,  OH  45501 . 

Winston-Salem,  NC  will  be  the  site  of 
the  1978  National  Convocation  of  The 


Helping 

hands  /CHANCE 

f€  INTE)  ivEKX6T  CHJX> 

Two  hands  clasped  in  friendship 
reaching  out  across  the  world.  This  is 
what  has  been  shared  in  1977  in  over 
90,000  separate  gifts  of  love  through 
Advance  gifts  to  World,  National  and 
UMCOR  Divisions. 

Even  though  in  1977  overseas  mission¬ 
aries  dropped  to  650,  the  forecast  is 
better.  In  the  fall,  33  new  “Persons  in 
Mission’’  were  consecrated  in  Atlanta 
and  in  1978  there  is  a  goal  of  a  total 
1,000. 

The  greatest  dilemma  is  the  drop  in 
pledged  support  funds  making  it 
impossible  to  pay  all  the  missionaries  in 
the  field.  These  names  can  be  supplied  to 
any  congregation  who  would  like  to  help 
by  The  United  Methodist  Church  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Office  of  Education  and 
Cultivation  1928  Ross  Ave.  Dallas,  Texas, 
75201 . 

Louisiana  Conference  Advance  giving 
as  of  Nov.  1,  1977  was  $62,676.78  less  than 
in  1976. 

Hymn  Society  of  America.  During  23-25 
April  1978  there  will  be  major 
presentations  on:  Ralph  Vaughan 
Williams  and  The  Hymn,  The  American 
Camp  Meeting  Song.  Moravian 
Hymnodv.. 

A  special  feature  this  year  will  be  mini¬ 
sessions  related  to  the  creative  use  of 
hymns  with  children,  in  preaching  with 
handbells,  with  organ,  and  with  piano. 
There  will  be  a  presentation  of  the 
historic  and  contemporary  use  of  table 
graces. 

For  information  write  to: 

The  Hymn  Society  of  America 

National  Headquarters 

Wittenberg  University 

Springfield,  OH  45501 


Jan  Curry, 
historian  says. 
“It's  overwhelm¬ 
ing.  but  exciting  " 


Federal  recognition  -  one 
goal  of  Houmas’  history 

To  explore  the  history  of  a  people  who 
didn’t  rely  on  written  records  adds  up  to 
a  job  of  interviewing  and  researching 
what  few  documents  do  exist,  explains 
Jan  Curry,  who  is  writing  a  history  of  the 
Houma  Indians 

Ms.  Curry  is  employed  by  the  Mennoite 
Central  Committee,  who  sent  her  to 
Dulac  along  with  Martha  Byers 
presently  working  at  the  Dulac 
Community  Center.  They  are  the  first 
Mennonite  Volunteers  to  work  with  the 
Houmas. 

The  history  of  the  Houmas  is  a  two- 
year  project.  During  her  first  year  of 
work,  she  plans  to  help  the  Houma 
Indians  apply  for  federal  recognition, 
and  according  to  the  regulation  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  must  be  done 
within  this  year. 

A  graduate  of  Bethel  College  in  St 
Paul,  Minnesota.  Ms.  Curry  has  a  B.A.  in 
political  science  and  minors  in  history 
and  German.  She  applied  to  the 
Mennonite  Church,  of  which  she  is  not  a 
member  of,  because  she  feels  they  have  a 
commitment  to  native  Americans,  a 
special  need  in  the  United  States.  Her 
reasons  for  being  on  this  job  include. 

“My  Christian  committment  and  a 
simple  lifestyle  " 

The  21-year  old  volunteer  is  not  the 
first  to  research  the  Houmas,  but  hopes 
to  add  more  historical  documentation  to 
an  earlier  20th  century  anthropologist’s 
work,  and  help  the  Houmas  to  receive 
recognition  and  hopefully  federal  aid  for 
them. 

The  Houmas  started  moving  south 
about  1706  from  the  area  where  the  Red 
and  Mississippi  Rivers  meet  when  the 
Tunicas,  who  had  taken  refuge  with  the 
Houmas,  turned  on  their  hosts. 


They  finally  ended  up  in  Terrebonne 
Parish  where  they  now  live.  How  much  of 
their  original  language,  which  was  close 
to  Choctaw,  and  culture  have  survived,  is 
yet  to  be  studied  thoroughly  by  an 
anthropologist  or  linguist. 

In  1932  a  special  commissioner,  sent 
from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  visit 
the  Houmas,  reported  some  3.000  Houma 
Indians  living  in  Terrebonne  who  spoke 
French  exclusively.  Curry  estimated 
that  there  may  be  as  many  as  6,000  in 
South  Louisiana  today. 

The  difficulty  in  gaining  federal 
recognition  for  the  Houma  Alliance  Inc. 
is  that  a  treaty  has  not  been  found 
between  the  Houmas  and  the  federal 
government.  Federal  recognition,  if 
gained,  could  lead  to  college  grants  for 
Houmas  students.  50%  of  whom  at 
present  do  not  even  finish  high  school 
"I’m  going  to  learn  more  out  of  this  than 
the  Houmas,’’  declared  Jan.  since  this  is 
her  first  experience  in  writing  a  history 
So  far  the  only  formal  information  is  an 
obscure  play,  written  from  a  true 
experience. 

Ms.  Curry  enjoys  working  with  the 
Houmas.  She  helped  prepare  the  seafood 
supper  the  Houma  Alliance.  Inc.  had  one 
recent  weekend  at  the  Dulac  Community 
Center. 

Referring  to  her  assignment,  Jan  says, 
“It’s  overwhelming,  but  exciting" ! 


Around  the  Con  ference 
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Lake  Charles  Men’s  Club 
report  fellowship  activities 


Mr.  Eloi  Primeaux  and  Mr.  Donis 
Hines  Co-Directors  UMM,  Lake  Charles 
District  Report  oh  some  of  the  activities 
of  selected  UMM  Fellowships  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District: 

Wesley  UMC  in  Sulphur:  Bill 
Arceneaux,  President  has  been  assisting 
the  Hackberry  UMC  in  getting  a  face¬ 
lifting. 

Eunice  UMC:  L.  D.  O’Brian  President 
has  cleared  a  newly  acquired  lot  behind 
the  Church,  and  assisted  with  the  church 
choir. 

Simpson  UMC.  Lake  Charles:  Ernest 
LaFleur  President  has  recently  put  on  a 
big  Bar-B-Q  with  proceeds  applied  to 
church  Debt. 

First  UMC  of  DeRidder:  J.  Dudley 
Roberts  President  has  been  successful 
with  projects  that  raised  money  to 
purchase  an  8-passenger  Dodge  Van  for 
the  use  of  the  church  -  particularly  its 
young  people. 

Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur: 
Jerry  Duhon  President  operates  a 
Repair  Shop  or  "Honey -do  service"  where 
talented  men  of  the  church 
do  minor  repair,  on  fix-up  work  of  all 
kinds  for  widows,  elderly  or  handicapped 
in  the  community.  They  also  Report  very 
spiritual  programs. 

DeQuincy  UMC:  George  Cockerham 
president  has  been  doing  painting  and 
cleaning  up  for  the  church  and  Education 
building. 

First  UMC  Lake  Charles:  Charles  A 


Carver  President  will  have  quarterly 
meetings  in  1978  with  work  or  social 
functions  in-between.  Major  project  has 
been  assisting  with  upkeep  of  grounds 
and  with  youth  activities. 

Warren  UMC,  Lake  Charles:  Willie 
Davis  President  meets  weekly  and  is 
active  in  all  of  the  church’s  programs. 

Ernest  Arnold,  Conference  President 
of  UMM  requests: 

1.  That  local  Fellowships  elect  their 
officers  early; 

2.  Re-new  their  charter  and  register 
with  the  Nashville  office;  so  a  complete 
list  can  be  available  throughout  1978  and 

3.  Suggests  that  every  Fellowship 
consider  the  needs  of  Centenary  and 
Dillard;  and  the  UMM  Fellowship  of 
Angola,  and  assist  with  those  state-wide 
needs. 


Louisiana's  newest  United  Methodist  Church  was  named  in  formal  ceremonies 
conducted  December  6th  in  Lafayette  by  District  Superintendent  Rev  Harvey 
Williamson  and  Rev.  H .  A.  Harrington.  Pastor. 

The  use  of  the  name  “Covenant”  reflects  the  most  Biblical  phrase  in  describing 
the  God-man  relationship,  and  it  denotes  the  deepest  of  membership  expressed  a 
desire  to  have  the  congregation’s  name  function  as  a  description  of  the  church’s  own 
concept  of  its  ministry. 

The  Church  of  the  Covenant  will  be  located  on  a  prime  64  acre  tract  located  in  the 
heart  of  Lafayette’s  southern  residential  area,  and  will  serve  one  of  the  fast-growing 
population  booms  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  The  new  congregation  currently  meets  in  the 
facilities  of  the  Ivanhoe  United  Methodist  Church 

The  constituency  of  Covenant  Methodist  will  be  drawn  from  current  residents  and 
new  incoming  families  in  that  area  of  the  city,  and  from  the  previous  membership  of 
the  Ivanhoe  United  Methodist  Church  The  current  Ivanhoe  Church  facilities  will 
soon  be  sold,  and  that  church’s  entire  records  officially  closed  in  the  state’s 
denominational  archives.  First  construction  on  the  new  facility  is  scheduled  to  begin 
in  late  spring  or  early  summer  1978. 

The  first  three  months  of  1978  are  tentatively  planned  as  Charter  Months,  during 
which  all  incoming  members  will  be  permanently  entered  as  founding  participants 

Architectural  design  of  the  church's  first  buildings  are  underway,  and  current 
projections  call  for  occupancy  between  December  1978  and  early  February  1979 


The  Men's  Glee  Club  conducted  by  John  Leman  from  the  University  of  Cincinnati 
presented  a  concert  in  the  Wesley  UMC.  Baton  Rouge  in  December.  Dr  L  L. 
Haynes  is  pastor. 

Members  of  North  Highlands  UMC  ■ 
held  a  Revival,  January  8-11, 1978 
I  Dr  Edmund  Robb  was  guest  Minister-] 

Evangelist  and  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne  thep 
i  musician-songleader 

Dr.  Robb  is  Chairman  of  Good  News,  a 
%  *  hHB—  MVi  national  organization  of  United 
'  Methodists  for  Scriptural  Christianity. 

He  has  authored  three  books,  published* 
i  “Challenge  to  Evangelism  Today,"  a 
quarterly  religious  publication. 

Rev.  Kilbourne  was  born  in  Peking.  China  and  raised  in  Seoul,  Korea  where  his 
parents  were  serving  as  missionaries  He  has  recorded  six  stereo  long-playing 
record  albums  He  is  currently  the  Minister  to  the  College  and  Young  Adult 
Community  of  First  Methodist  Church.  Shreveport,  and  serves  on  the  Church 
Relations  staff  for  Centenary  College. 

DMA  CLUB 
(DON'T  MENTION 
AGE):  Pineville's 
First  UMC  Senior 
Citizens  Annual 
Christmas  Lun¬ 
cheon.  Mrs.  Mary 
Givens  is  President 
of  the  club. 


Shown  above  are  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Leland 
D.  Wade  as  they  open  their  gifts  at  a 
recent  “going  away "  party  given  by  the 
Lakeview  Church  in  Minden  where  he 
was  pastor.  They  have  been  transferred 
to  the  Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 


Mrs.  Joe  Denison  of  the  Iowa  UMW  is 
presenting  Jessie  Chastain  Lake  Charles 
District  UMW  president  a  gift  who 
installed  the  UMW  officers  for  the 
coming  year,  also  Mrs.  John  Saves  and 
Mrs.  Almedia  Melendy  President 
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IOWAS  UMC:  METHODIST  MEN 
sponsored  a  family-night  supper.  Bryant 
Gore  led  Christmas  songs  and  Laura 
Collawav.  a  ventriloquist  performed. 
New  officers  were  announced  Pictured 
are  Mr  Eloi  Premeaux.  Mr  Crawford 
Mount.  Mr.  Clinton  Denny.  Mr.  Robert 
Allen,  and  Rev.  John  Saves,  pastor. 
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The  Nobleman  Civic  Club.  Inc., 
chartered  in  Louisiana  in  1954,  comprises 
10  men  from  the  greater  New  Orleans 
area. 

In  an  effort  to  promote  civic 
betterment,  several  activities  are 
planned,  one  of  which  is  to  donate  to 
some  agency  whose  welfare  is  the  care  of 
children.  This  is  done  annually  at 
Christmas. 

This  year’s  check  of  $300.00  was 
awarded  to  the  Methodist  Childrens' 
Home  Hospital.  The  Rev.  William  Mayo 
is  hospital  Administrator. 

The  Study  Superintendent  of  Brooks 
United  Methodist  Church  was 
instrumental  in  securing  this  fund.  Rev. 
O.  W.  Christopher  is  pastor 


^  \ 

The  pastor  Rev  Gene 
special  guest,  gave  the 


The  Jennie 
Columbia.  La. 


Wells  Prayer  group: 
met  at  her  home  in 


December. 

Kimble,  a 
devotional. 

Mrs.  Wells  was  presented  with  a  gift  of 
appreciation.  Her  home  bright  with 
seasonal  decoration  by  Mrs.  Lotabel 
Serrett,  Mrs.  Mabel  Bennett,  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Carpenter. 

4  cassette  of  the  1976  Christmas 
Cantata  was  enjoyed  by  Rev.  Kimble. 
Miss  Wells,  ar.d  25  guests. 

The  Older  Adult  Club.  Slidell  UMC 
recently  organized,  met  for  their 
Christmas  program,  a  concert  of  Jubilee 
Bells  directed  by  Mrs  Madeline 
Woodline  and  a  story  told  by  Mrs.  Hazel 
Lea  Ailor.  Past  Christmas  memories 
were  shared.  Rev.  Phillip  Woodland  is 
pastor  and  lev.  Jim  Ailor  is  Minister  to 
older  Aduns. 
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Immediate  help  needed  for  area 
of  India  ravaged  by  cyclones 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Here  I  stand 

Wp  need  to  be  6 born  again ’ 


The  worst  natural  disaster  in  India’s 
history  occurred  during  November  when 
two  cyclones  struck  that  country’s 
densely-populated  Hyderabad  area. 
More  than  30,000  people  were  killed  by 
the  cyclones,  and  more  than  two  million 
others  are  now  homeless.  Church  relief 
officials  say  that  it  will  take  at  least  two 
years  to  reconstruct  the  homes  and  wells 
which  were  destroyed,  and  to  return  the 
disaster  area’s  silt-covered  land  to 
normal. 

Our  church’s  response  to  this  incident 
of  extreme  human  need  is  itself  taking  on 
the  characteristics  of  a  “disaster.”  Our 
church’s  relief  and  rehabilitation  agency 
has  mobilized  its  forces  in  this  country 
and  in  India,  and  has  issued  an  appeal  for 
a  minimum  of  $300,000  in  financial 
assistance  from  United  Methodists. 

Welcome  to  readers  of  four 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue  nearly  2,000  families 
begin  receiving  this  newspaper  each 
week  through  four  new  local  church 
editions.  The  local  church’s  news 
appears  on  page  one  of  these  editions 
each  week  and  is  printed  in  combination 
with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion. 

The  new  subscribing  congregations 
and  their  circulations  are:  First  UMC. 
Napa,  California  (California-Nevada 
Conference),  425;  High  Plains  Parish 
composed  of  five  congregations  in 
Eastern  Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain 
Conference).  750;  Gretna  UMC,  Gretna. 
Louisiana  (Louisiana  Conference),  350; 
and  First  UMC,  Seminole,  Texas 
( Northwest  Texas  Conference ) ,  375. 

To  our  new  readers  of  these  editions  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


Through  the  end  of  December,  however, 
less  than  $3,000  had  reached  the  offices  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  ( UMCOR)  in  New  York. 

UMCOR  chief  executive  Harry  Haines 
says  that  such  appeals  usually  produce  a 
response  of  more  than  $1  million.  An 
appeal  following  the  1976  earthquake  in 
Guatemala  produced  a  response  of  $2  4 
million.  However,  the  recent  disaster  in 
India  has  created  far  more  human 
-suffering  than  occurred  in  Guatemala, 
and  has  received  the  lowest  response 
from  United  Methodists  to  any  appeal 
during  the  past  decade. 

Dr.  Haines  speculates  that  the  low 
level  of  response  is  the  combined  result 
of  scant  media  coverage  regarding  the 
enormity  of  the  disaster,  and  the  fact 
that  the  appeal  was  issued  while  church 
leaders  and  church  members  were 
caught  up  in  the  rush  of  activities  before 
Christmas. 

UMCOR  has  gone  ahead  and  sent 
$50,000  to  India  for  water  purification 
tablets  “in  faith"  that  the  response  from 
church  members  will  at  least  reach  that 
level,  Dr.  Haines  said.  However,  much 
more  than  this  is  needed. 

Dr.  Haines  says  that  experience  has 
shown  that  “if  the  church  doesn’t 
respond  immediately  to  a  disaster  it  is 
impossible  to  go  back  six  months  later 
and  make  an  appeal.” 

He  says  that  the  churches  of  India  have 
pledged  their  full  support  in  assistance 
and  personnel  to  the  recovery  effort,  but 
“we  need  the  tools  to  put  in  their  hands." 

We  can  best  provide  those  tools 
through  monetary  contributions.  We 
urge  United  Methodists  to  respond 
immediately  to  this  instance  of  great 
human  need  in  India.  Contributions  may 
be  sent  to:  “Cyclone  Response-India,” 
(account  no.  212410-6),  UMCOR,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027. 
Please  include  the  name  of  your  local 
church  with  your  contribution. 


Close  encounters 
oj the  third  kind 

By  RALPH  HASTEN 

“Close  Encounters  of  the  Third 
Kind”... 

Now  there's  a  topic  that  will 
preach! 

Someone— perhaps  a  parent  or  a 
friend—  or  even  a  stranger 
whom  we’ve  met  along  the  way 

tells  us  of  Jesus,  so  that, 
for  the  first  time, 
we  become  at  least  dimly 
conscious  of  who  He  is, 

And  suddenly  we've  made  a  close 
encounter  of  the  first  kind! 

And  then,  because  we  want  to  know 
more  of  this  Nazarene  who 
called  Himself  the  Son  of  Man, 
and  of  Whom  those  who  knew 
Him  best  remarked  that  He 
was  indeed  the  Son  of  God, 

We  go  to  church  to  learn  of  Him... 
Close  encounters  of  the 
second  kind! 

And  then  the  day  arrives 
when  we  experience  the 
friendship  of  the  Master 
in  that  marvelous  personal 
encounter  we  call 
“conversion.” 

And  thus  we  come  to  share  in  life’s 
most  complete  and  joyous 
experience : 

we  join  the  joyous  company  of 
those  who’ve  known  the  thrill  of 
close  encounters  of  the 
third  kind! 

Yes,  neighbor— 

there  are  some  interesting 
phenomena 

within  this  modern  world— 
and  it’s  quite  evident  to  me 
that,  as  we’re  open  to  them 
as  they  pass  by, 
most— if  not  all  of  them— 
will  surely  preach! 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

We  hear  the  term  "born  again" 
frequently  these  days,  usually  in 
reference  to  persons  who  have  had  a  life¬ 
changing  experience  of  God  through 
Jesus  Christ.  All  Christians  are  born 
again  Christians.  Whenever  the  Spirit  of 
God  becomes  determinative  in  a  human 
life,  all  things  are  made  new  —  one’s 
personality  is  changed,  purposes  and 
goals  are  renewed,  attitudes  and 
emotions  are  reconstructed. 

The  concept  of  being  born  again  brings 
to  us  significant  meanings.  First,  to  be 
born  physically  is  not  the  achievement  of 
the  one  who  is  born.  Nor  is  it  the 
achievement  of  the  one  who  is  spiritually 
born  —  it  is  God’s  doing.  This  is  why  no 
one  of  us  can  take  pride  in  our  rebirth; 
we  can  only  be  grateful  that  God  loves  us 
and  that  Christ  gave  himself  for  our 
salvation. 

Secondly,  to  be  born  is  not  an 
instantaneous  achievement;  it  is 
preceded  by  a  period  of  gestation, 
without  which  there  would  be  no  birth. 
Similarly,  the  experience  of  being  seized 
by  God  in  a  meaningful  way  usually 
follows  earlier  experiences  that  prepare 
the  way  —  training  by  godly  parents, 
reading  the  Bible,  experiencing  worship, 
facing  a  crisis. 

John  Wesley  in  his  sermon  “The  Marks 
of  the  New  Birth”  wrote:  “The  marks  of 
the  new  birth  .  .  .  or  in  .  .  .  being  a  .  .  . 
child  of  God  .  .  are  faith,  a  sure  trust 
and  confidence  in  God;  .  .  .  hope  (based 
on  the  conviction  that)  ‘now  we  are  the 
sons  of  God ;  ’  and  love  ...  the  fruit  of  this 
love  of  God  is  the  love  of  our  neighbor'.’’ 

“Is  it  necessary,  then,  for  the  children 
of  Christian  parents  to  be  ‘born  again’?” 
asked  Dr.  Charles  R.  Brown  of  Yale.  His 
answer  was,  “It  is  necessary  for  every 
life  to  turn  to  God.  It  is  necessary  for 
every  nature  to  receive  the  gift  of  new 
life  from  God.  The  religiously  reared 
child  m&y  never  know  the  day  nor  the 
hour  when  the  inner  life  of  trust  and 
obedience  emerged  into  self- 
consciousness  —  it  is  not  important  that 
it  should  —  but  he  will  know  that  there 


has  been  a  turning  to  the  Father  and  that 
there  has  been  the  corresponding  gift  of 
life  bestowed  by  Him .  ” 

Furthermore,  the  experience  of  being 
born  again  is  one  that  must  be  repeated 
again  and  again  if  we  are  to  mature  in 
the  Christian  life.  The  history  of  the 
Christian  movement  across  the  ages 
testifies  to  this  need.  Thomas  A  Kempis 
commented  that  often  we  realize  that  we 
were  better  and  purer  at  the  beginning  of 
our  conversion  than  later,  insisting  that 
"daily  ought  we  to  renew  our  purposes, 
and  to  stir  up  ourselves  to  greater  fervor, 
as  though  this  were 
conversion.” 

Wesley  certainly 
taught  this.  He 
wrote:  “A  man 
may  be  ‘dying  to 
sin’  for  some  time 
.  .  .  Yet  he  still 
‘grows  in  grace’ 
and  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Christ,  in 
the  love  and  image  of  God,  and  he  will  do 
so  not  only  till  death,  but  to  all  eternity.” 

In  another  sermon  (“The  New  Birth”) 
he  writes:  “When  we  are  born  again  .  .  . 
our  inward  and  outward  holiness  begins, 
and  thenceforward  we  are  gradually  to 
‘grow  up  in  Him  who  is  our  Head’  ...  A 
child  is  born  of  God  in  a  short  time,  if  not 
in  a  moment.  But  it  is  by  slow  degrees 
that  he  afterwards  grows  up  to  the 
measure  of  the  full  stature  of  Christ.” 

“Believers  must  be  reborn  again  and 
again.  Faith  is  like  a  sieve.  In  the 
presence  of  our  Lord  it  can  be  filled,  but 
it  leaks  away  and  must  be  refilled,” 
comments  Dr.  James  L.  McCord  of 
Princeton  Seminary.  The  New 
Testament  directs  that  a  bishop  “must 
not  be  a  recent  convert"  (I  Timothy  3:6) 
—  meaning  that  he  must  have  had  time  to 
grow  into  a  mature  faith. 

In  our  day  the  Rev.  Billy  Graham  has 
followed  John  Wesley’s  teaching  in  what 
he  writes  in  “How  to  be  Born  Again:"  “A 
converted  person  ...  is  not  reborn  full 
grown  .  .  .  It’s  just  like  a  baby  learning  to 
crawl,  then  toddle,  then  walk,  then  run.  It 
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■  many  times! 

takes  time,  study,  patience,  and 
discipline  .  .  .  The  new  convert  is  a  babe 
in  Christ.  A  babe  must  be  nourished  to 
grow." 

The  late  Dr.  Umphrev  Lee  of  Dallas 
had  a  helpful  sermon  “Saints  Wanted”  in 
which  he  agreed  that  we  should  work  at 
getting  more  people  born  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God  “But  I  incline  to  think," 
he  added,  “that  so  far  as  our  troubled 
world  is  concerned,  the  greatest  thing 
that  could  happen  would  be  for  some  of 
the  ‘babes  in  Christ’  to  grow  up.  We  have 
sometimes  forgotten  that  the  distincitve 
doctrine  of  Methodism  is  not  conversion, 
nor  witness  of  the  Spirit,  nor  justification 
by  faith,  but  Christian  perfection  .  .  . 
When  times  are  as  difficult  as  they  now 
are  ...  the  church  needs  mature 
Christians,  men  and  women  who  have 
come  to  full  stature.  .  ." 

“Many  churches,”  Dr.  Lee  continued, 
“waste  their  strength  coddling  their  own 
members.  Instead  of  being  an  army  of 
the  living  God,  they  are  simply  divisions 
of  a  spiritual  nursery.  Ministers  and 
officials  have  little  time  for  extending  the 
tents  of  Israel  for  they  are  kept  busy 
chucking  religious  babes  under  their 
spiritual  chins  to  keep  them  amused.” 

Yes,  we  need  born  again  Christians  — 
who  are  born  again,  time  after  time 
“until  we  all  attain  to  the  unity  of  the 
faith  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of 
God,  to  mature  manhood,  to  the  measure 
of  the  fulness  of  Christ;  so  that  we  may 
no  longer  be  children,  tossed  to  and  fro 
and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of 
doctrine  ...  We  are  to  grow  up  in  every 
way  into  Him  who  is  the  Head,  into 
Christ,  from  whom  the  whole  body  .  .  . 
makes  bodily  growth  and  upbuilds  itself 
in  love”  (Ephesians  4: 13-16). 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor.  Dr.  Walter 
Vernon,  is  a  retired  United  Methodist 
minister  (North  Texas  Conference)  and 
church  historian  who  resides  in 
Nashville.  Tennessee. 


the  first  day  of  our 


Walter  Vernon 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Why  does  6are  you  saved’  question  offend  us? 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Rod  Saunders  blast  at 
Campus  Crusade  (TM/UMR.  Dec.  30) 
brings  to  mind  the  quote,  “Me  thinks  he 
doth  protest  too  much.”  One  has  to 
wonder  what  his  problem  really  is  — 
Campus  Crusade  or  his  own  ministry. 

Some  examples  of  intemperate  zeal 
can  be  found  in  any  evangelistic 
ministry.  The  same  chorus  (sung  by  the 
same  choristers)  is  raised  against  Billy 
Graham.  Oral  Roberts,  Rex  Humbard, 
Bob  Harrington,  etc.  Personally,  I  prefer 
a  zealot  to  one  who’ll  tell  you,  “You  can’t 
save  everyone." 

On  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  there  are 
pronouncements  and  activities 
emanating  from  “United”  Methodism 
that,  in  my  view,  border  on  apostasy.  So 
far.  however.  I  haven’t  condemned  the 
whole  denomination. 

The  Campus  Crusade  approach  is, 
admittedly,  direct  and  simple.  This 
probably  gives  greatest  offense  to  Mr. 
Saunders.  It  is  my  observation  that 
“United”  Methodism’s  approach  to  a 
problem  is  to  form  a  committee,  give  it  a 
multi-syllabic  name  and  then  study  the 
problem.  Trouble  is,  after  the 
voluminous  report  is  delivered  with 
proper  ceremony  and  theological 
gravity,  the  problem  remains. 

The  question  “Are  you  saved?”  is  an 
offense  to  many  United  Methodists  for 
the  same  reason  it  was  to  me.  I  had  no 
assurance  of  my  salvation  and  had  to 
answer  “I  don’t  know.”  It  saddens  me  to 
admit  that  I  had  to  go  outside  my  church 
to  learn  the  answer 
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This  may  put  me  among  those  whom 
Mr.  Saunders  suspects  “are  not  really 
United  Methodists.”  If  he  has  a  test,  will 
you  publish  it?  I  may  be  in  the  wrong 
church  after  all  these  years. 

Robert  J.  Wright 
Dallas,  Texas 

Article  opposing  Campus 


Crusade  was  irresponsible 

To  the  Editor: 

I  found  Mr.  Saunders’  article 
‘“Campus  Crusade’  not  worthy  of 
support"  totally  irresponsible.  A  few 
isolated  examples  of  abuse  can  be  cited 
for  the  best  of  causes.  Even  Jesus  had  his 
Judas  and  Peter.  Mr.  Saunders  should 
have  pointed  to  the  thousands  of  persons 
whose  lives  have  been  changed  by  Christ 
through  CCC  and  who  are  now  productive 
members  of  United  Methodist  Churches 
and  other  mainline  denominations. 

Within  the  past  eight  years  I  have 
taken  four  different  courses  under  CCC.  I 
had  over  fifty  members  to  take  training 
for  “Here’s  Life  America”  for  Atlanta; 
repeatedly,  we  were  encouraged  to 
strengthen  the  church  we  belong  to.  Not 
one  time  was  money  mentioned  for  CCC. 
What  CCC  gave  us  was  worth  many 
times  the  $5.00  registration  fee. 

Mr.  Saunders,  praise  God  for  the 
tremendous  good  of  CCC,  and  be  patient 
with  the  immaturity  and  inexperience  of 
teenagers.  At  least  they  are  trying  to  do 
what  we  are  too  complacent  about. 

Emory  Brackman 
Calhoun,  Georgia 

W  ho  are  the  HEAL 
Edited  Methodists? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  don’t  necessarily  agree  with  the 
evangelistic  tactics  of  Campus  Crusade 
for  Christ  (hereafter  referred  to  as  CCC) 
described  by  Rev.  Rod  Saunders  in  his 
Dec.  30  “Here  I  Stand”  article.  What 
does  disturb  me  is  that  Rev.  Saunders 
seems  to  think  he  is  an  authority  on  what 
IS  and  what  IS  NOT  United  Methodist. 
He  says  that  United  Methodists  who 
support  CCC  are  either  not  informed,  or 
perhaps  are  NOT  real  United  Methodists. 

Aren’t  we  “pluralistic"  enough  to 
embrace  CCC  with  our  love  and  support? 
Does  CCC  violate  our  doctrinal 
guidelines?  Who  determines  this? 

A  case  could  be  made,  based  on  our 
“Articles  of  Religion”  or  "Landmark 
Documents"  (pp.  64-68,  1976  UM 

“Discipline”),  and  other  Wesley 
writings,  that  most  United  Methodist 
ministers  are  NOT  real  United 
Methodists.  A  poll  taken  of  Protestant 
ministers  by  sociologist  Jeffrey  Hadden 
was  published  in  the  October  1967  issue  of 
“Christianity  Today.”  When  asked 
whether  they  believed  in  Jesus’  physical 
resurrection  from  the  grave.  51  percent 
of  Methodist  ministers  said  “no.”  When 
asked  if  they  believed  in  the  virgin  birth 
of  Jesus  as  a  biological  miracle.  62 
percent  said  “no.”  When  asked  if  they 
believed  that  the  Bible  is  the  inspired 
word  of  God.  82  percent  said  “no."  These 
revealing  statistics  certainly  should 
make  one  wonder  who  the  REAL  United 
Methodists  are. 

GaryS.  Crain 

Little  Rock.  Arkansas 


A  Mrlliodisl  Anion ! 

To  the  Editor: 

Suffering  from  an  acute  overdose  of 
the  theology  of  the  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ  and  other  similar  movements,  my 


rung!” 

comment  to  Rev.  Saunders  on  his  column 
is  a  Methodist  “Amen.” 

Lucille  Hendershot 
Houston,  Texas 

Ton  few  are  willing 

to  share  their  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  always  a  question  as  to  how  to 
answer  such  a  highly  critical  article  as 
the  one  appearing  in  your  Dec.  30  issue 
about  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ. 

If  Dr.  Bright  reaches  his  financial  goal 
and  does  what  he  wants,  the  rewards  will 
be  great.  There  are  few  organizations 
whose  dollars  reach  so  far  because  of  the 
low  financial  expectations  of  its  workers 
It  is  a  work  of  love  in  answer  to  the  Great 
Commission. 

It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  there  is  an 
element  of  truth  in  much  of  what  Mr 
Saunders  wrote.  As  Christians,  there  are 
far  too  few  of  us  who  are  willing  to  let 
either  our  actions  or  our  words  speak  of 
our  Christianity  outside  of  our  own 
Christian  circles.  There  are  those  who 
meet  Christ  only  because  someone  very 
forcefully  approaches  them  and  for  the 
first  time  makes  them  think  about  what 
they  believe. 

I  found  a  note  in  the  same  issue  that  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  was  again 
going  to  increase  our  church’s 
missionary  force.  Since  the  reduction  up 
until  now  has  been  so  great,  one  can  only 
wonder  if  they  have  pruned  the 
missionaries  who  do  not  represent  the 
exact  philosophy  of  the  board,  and  now 
they  can  start  over.  Or  have  they  been 
truly  influenced  by  what  others  are 
doing,  and  a  fresh  insight  into  the  call  of 
Christ.  Bergliot  M.  Schevenius 

Minneapolis.  Minnesota 

We  know  a  bellerslory 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  Rev.  Rod  Saunders 
Dec.  30  “Here  I  Stand”  article.  I  must 
say  that  I  am  sorry  he  hasn’t  had  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  and  working  with 
the  staff  members  of  Campus  Crusade 
for  Christ  that  I  have  known  here  in 
Tallahassee.  Florida  —  home  of  Florida 
State  University.  I’ve  not  known  one 
member  of  CCC  or  heard  of  any  one 
acting  the  way  he  described  in  his 
article.  Instead,  they  have  worked  in  our 
church  school  with  children  and  youth 
and  have  helped  in  making  our  program 
effective. 

Also,  he  speaks  of  their  “harsh  and 
unfair  judgment”  and  then  he  proceeds 


to  “judge”  all  United  Methodists  who 
don’t  agree  with  his  assessment  of  CCC 
(“The  fact  that  some  United  Methodists 
help  CCC  suggests  that  they  do  not  really 
know  the  whole  story  .  .  .”).  The  fact  is. 
we  know  a  much  better  story  than  he 
does  about  Campus  Crusade.  That  is  why 
we  help  to  support  a  young  dedicated 
Christian  college  graduate  as  a  staff 

member  in  CCC.  0 

Ray  Fmklea 

Tallahassee,  Florida 

Article  on  Mary  appreciated 

To  t-he  Editor: 

The  article  "Protestants  take  a  new 
look  at  Mary”  (TM/UMR,  Dec.  23)  was 
most  heartwarming. 

Indeed,  a  “rediscovery”  of  Mary  could 
provide  added  hope  and  encouragement 
for  those  of  us  who  are  working  towards 
promoting  the  acceptance  of  the  talents 
and  skills  of  women  everywhere. 

Donna  Riker  Turner 
Madison,  Wisconsin 

God  have  mercy  on  us  all 

To  the  Editor: 

During  the  year  1977  The  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Mesa,  Arizona  sent 
$70,000  to  support  the  work  of  Christ  and 
His  church  beyond  this  local  church. 
Most  of  the  dollars  went  outside  the  state 
of  Arizona.  Some  went  to  support  United 
Methodist  organizations  which  feel  they 
cannot  meet  in  our  unrighteous  state. 

Gee  whiz,  we  support  their  self- 
righteousness  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
they  classify  us  as  second-class 
Methodists.  This  makes  me  feel  as  self- 
righteous  as  they. 

God  have  mercy  on  us  all. 

HaydenS.  Sears 
Mesa,  Arizona 

‘Marriage  Encounter9 

weekends  reconi  mended 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reaction  to  Mr.  Dunnam 's  recent 
article  on  the  renewal  of  marriage  vows, 

I  would  like  to  recommend  to  everyone  a 
movement  started  by  the  Catholic 
Church  called  “Marriage  Encounter.  ’’ 

My  husband  and  I  just  came  back  from 
the  weekend  and  we  feel  like  newlyweds. 
We’ve  been  married  16  years ! 

"Marriage  Encounter”  is  designed  to 
give  married  couples  the  opportunity  to 
examine  their  lives  together  —  a  time  to 
share  their  feelings,  their  hopes, 
disappointments,  joys  and  frustrations 
and  to  openly  and  honestly  have  a  face- 
to-face.  heart-to-heart  encounter  with  the 
one  they  have  chosen  to  live  with  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives. 

We  learned  a  new  “tool”  of 
communication  and  discovered  we  had 
been  “married  singles”  for  years  and 
resolved  to  act  as  a  couple  from  now  on. 
Our  kids  (15  and  11)  see  a  love  in  us  that 
was  not  present  before  now. 

The  climax  of  the  encounter  was  a 
beautiful  marriage  ceremony  reaffirm¬ 
ing  our  vows  and  love  for  each  other. 

"Marriage  Encounter”  is  primarily  a 
Catholic  expression,  but  they  always 
have  a  certain  number  of  non-Catholic 
couples  at  their  encounter,  and  I  hear 
expressions  have  been  started  in  the 
Methodist  Church  in  scattered  areas.  If 
you  want  to  find  a  new  world  with  your 
spouse  —  try  attending  a  “Marriage 
Encounter”  weekend. 

Florence  Frost 
Chubbuck. Idaho 


Mr.  Dunnam 


On  the  TM/UMR  beat 

Attitude  of  hearer  also  an 
important  element  of  sermon 


Several  months  ago  I  lamented  in  this 
column  the  poor  quality  of  preaching  in 
many  of  our  churches,  and  suggested 
that  every  sermon  ought  minimally  to 
include  four  elements:  (l)a  clear  and 
coherent  central  idea;  (2)  grounding  in 
Scripture;  (3)  obvious  conviction  in  the 
minister’s  delivery;  and  (4)  something 
concretely  worthwhile  for  the  listener  to 
take  with  him. 

The  column  produced  a  large  number 
of  letters  from  TM/UMR  readers  who 
agreed  and  disagreed  with  my  analysis 
—  many  of  which  were  subsequently 
printed. 

One  of  the  most  provocative  and 
insightful  responses  to  the  column, 
however,  came  to  my  desk  only  last  week 
from  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Criswell,  pastor 
of  the  College  UMC  in  Ventura,  Calif. 

Mr.  Criswell  took  what  I  described  as 
the  four  essential  elements  of  a  good 
sermon  and  asked  members  of  his 
congregation  to  rate  the  quality  of  his 
preaching  in  each  area.  At  the  same 
time,  he  asked  those  filling  out  the 
survey  to  evaluate  their  own  worship 
attendance,  prayer  life,  and  theological 
orientation.  And  he  asked  them  to  rate 
their  attitude  toward  hearing  the  sermon 
as  “neutral,”  “receptive,”  or  “prayer¬ 
fully  receptive.” 

Based  on  the  responses  from  his 
members,  Mr.  Criswell  has  concluded 


that  “the  single  most  important  element 
in  any  sermon  is  a  prayerfully  receptive 
attitude  on  the  part  of  the  person  who 
hears  the  sermon." 

Mr.  Criswell  found  that  persons  who 
bring  a  “prayerfully  receptive”  attitude 
to  hearing  the  sermon  consistently  rated 
his  sermons  clearer,  more  biblical, 
delivered  with  more  conviction,  and 
generally  more  worthwhile  than  persons 
who  bring  a  “neutral”  attitude  to  hearing 
the  sermon.  Persons  who  listen  with  a 
receptivity  to  being  helped  by  a  sermon 
tend  to  be  helped,  and  persons  who  listen 
without  such  a  receptivity  tend  not  to  feel 
helped  by  the  sermon,  he  has  found. 

I  cannot  honestly  modify  my  previous 
evaluation  regarding  thp  quality  of  much 
of  the  preaching  I  have  heard.  But 
neither  can  I  discount  the  obvious  truth 
which  Mr.  Criswell  has  identified. 

If  those  of  us  who  preach  God’s  Word 
need  to  work  more  diligently  on  the 
quality  of  our  preaching,  then  those  of  us 
who  occupy  the  pews  need  to  be  equally 
diligent  regarding  the  attitudes  and 
expectations  we  bring  to  hearing  the 
Word  preached.  If  we  approach  sermon 
time  with  our  minds  in  "neutral”  gear, 
we  may  miss  receiving  helpful, 
important  insights  which  are  available  to 
those  whose  minds  are  “prayerfully 
receptive." 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


So  she  can  learn  today...  and  earn  tomorrow. 


Right  now.  thousands  of  young 
black  women  are  seeking  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  They  want  that 
opportunity  to  learn. 

Since  1972  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  has  supported  twelve 
black  colleges  through  the  Black 
College  Fund. 

Young  adults  seeking  a  higher 
education  need  your  help.  They 
need  your  dollars. 

So  if  you'd  like  to  improve  the 


port  the  annual  Black  Colie 
Fund  apportionment  throu 
your  local  church  today. 

Your  dollars  will  provide  lea 
ing  for  today. .  .earning  for 
morrow.  For  more  informatio 
write  or  call  today. 

The  Black 
College  Fund 


P.  O.  Box  871  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202  615/327-2700 
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National,  world  missionaries 
urge  end  to  service  disparities 


India's  cyclone  victims  await  food;  HMC.  response  insufficient 


ANDHRA  PRADESH,  India  —  Survivors  of  the  recent 
cyclone  which  produced  the  worst  disaster  in  India's  history 
wait  for  CARE  food  distribution.  Some  two  million  people  were 
made  homeless  by  the  storm  and  more  than  2.5  million  acres  of 
crops  were  destroyed.  religious  news  service  photo 

‘Connection a  I  ism’  is  defense 


Another  “disaster”  of  sorts  is  the  lack  of  United  Methodist 
response  to  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief’s  UMCOR 
appeal  to  help,  said  Dr.  Harry  Haines,  director.  Less  than 
$3,000  has  come  to  UMCOR  offices  in  New  York  for  relief  of 
India’s  cyclone  victims.  (See  editorial,  p.2. ) 


UMC  dismissal  from  suit  urged 


SAN  DIEGO  (UMC)  -  A  California 
state  court  was  asked  here  Jan.  6  to  in 
effect  dismiss  the  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  denomination  from  a  $266- 
million  class  action  suit  brought  by  some 
160  residents  of  the  bankrupt  Pacific 
Homes  retirement  care  network. 

At  the  heart  of  approximately  20,000 
words  of  supporting  memoranda, 
affidavits  and  exhibits  filed  by  attorneys 
for  the  church  was  the  assertion  that 
the  denomination  is  a  worldwide 
“connectional  religious  system,”  not  a 
single  entity  ‘‘capable  of  suing  or  being 
sued.”  Neither,  the  court  was  told,  is  it 
an  unincorporated  association  under 
California  statutes  and  thereby  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  state  courts. 

‘‘Any  attempt  to  so  characterize  the 
United  Methodist  Church  would  violate 
the  constitutional  protections  for  religion 
and  the  constitutional  requirements  of 
due  process,”  declared  the  documents 
filed  in  Superior  Court  of  the  State  of 
California  for  the  County  of  San  Diego. 

Specifically,  the  motion  asked  the 
court  to  quash  the  ‘‘attempted  service  of 
process  on  the  United  Methodist 
Church.”  A  hearing  on  the  church’s 
request  has  been  set  for  today,  (Jan.  20). 

Samuel  W.  Witwer  of  Chicago,  Ill., 
principal  attorney  for  the  church,  and 
formerly  a  member  of  its  Judicial 
Council,  said  the  action  here  is  a 
landmark  in-that  “no  reported  case  has 

Preacher’s  day 
often  begins 
at  local  tavern 

CHATHAM,  Ill.  (RNS)  -  A  Southern 
Baptist  pastor  here  sometimes  begins  his 
day  with  an  early  morning  visit  to  a  local 
bar  —  not  for  a  drink  but  to  make 
contacts  to  win  converts. 

“In  all  my  ministry.  I’ve  stopped  in 
local  taverns  to  meet  people,  to  drink 
coffee,  to  make  myself  visible  in  the 
community,”  said  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Scott  of 
First  Baptist  Church. 

“And  when  I  go  in  a  tavern.  I  don’t  take 
a  big  Bible  and  lay  it  on  the  bar  and 
preach  a  sermon  to  everyone,"  he  said. 

“At  Lloyd’s  Lounge,  for  example,  I 
drink  coffee,  or  eat  breakfast,  maybe 
twice  a  week.  I  go  early,  for  then  I  meet  a 
lot  of  working  men  who  drop  in  before 
work.  I  quietly  jot  down  names  and 
addresses,  and  often  follow  up  on  my 
contacts.” 

First  Baptist  is  one  of  four  Illinois 
churches  listed  among  the  425  “fastest 
growing”  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
congregations  in  the  U.S. 

Mr.  Scott  said  he  has  visited  taverns  in 
all  his  pastorates,  “and  frankly,  got 
some  criticism,  but  not  here  in  Chatham. 

I  told  the  folks  what  I  was  going  to  do. 
and  they  understand  it.” 

“When  I  visit  anyone,”  he  added, 
“whether  in  a  public  place  or  in  homes.  I 
don’t  argue,  or  try  to  have  the  last  word 
.  .  .  nor  pressure  or  embarrass  folks.  I’m 
not  afraid  to  admit  I  don't  have  all  the 
answers.  I  like  a  low-key  approach.  That 
kind  of  attitude  says  I’m  available  and 
open.” 

Mr.  Scott,  who  describes  himself  as  a 
“9th  grade  dropout"  who  became  a 
Christian  as  an  adult,  said.  “I’m  not  a 
great  preacher  nor  a  profound  Bible 
scholar.  But  preaching  isn't  what  wins 
converts  —  it’s  the  personal  witnessing. 
Preaching  builds  up  the  believers,  and 
then  the  believers  do  the  winning.” 


LOOK! 

Preston  Taylor. 

Author  of  JOY  IN  JESUS.  Moody 
Press,  has  a  new  book  entitled: 

EXODUS 

ESC  APE  FROM  EVIL 

Sparkling  reading.  Packed  with 
human  interest  stories... from  the 
Bible. ..Foreign  Missions. ..History. 
Crisp,  flowing  style.  14  chapters,  as: 
"The  Puzzle  of.. .Suffering":  “God  Is 
No  Pygmv":  ‘How  To  Be  A 
Leader":  "The  Tabernacle":  "In 
Laws  Can  Be  A  Blessing"  200  pages. 
$3.00  postpaid. 

EXODUS 

P.O.  Box  188 
Big  Wells.  Texas  78830 


been  found  in  California  or  elsewhere  in 
which  an  entire  international  religious 
denomination  .  .  .  has  been  held  subject 
tosuit.” 

“The  suit  tries  to  treat  the  church  as  a 
single-bodied  legal  entity,”  Mr.  Witwer 
told  United  Methodist  Communications, 
“when  in  fact  it  is  a  relationship  that  is 
different  from  either  a  hierarchial  or 
congregational  form  of  church 
organization.” 

The  court  was  told  in  the  documents 
filed  Jan.  6  that  were  the  “plaintiffs  to 
succeed  in  their  unprecedented  effort  to 
sue  an  entire  religious  denomination  .  .  . 
the  result  would  be  the  creation  of  a  new 
target  for  oppressive  class  litigation,  a 
development  in  the  law  which  would 
incalculably  injure  all  major  religious 
groups ..." 

At  one  point  in  the  documents  the  suit 
is  labeled  an  attempt  “to  fire  a  legal 
broadside  against  all  of  United 
Methodism.” 

The  class  action  suit  naming  the 
church,  its  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  the  Pacific  Homes 
corporation,  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  and  the  homes' 
auditing  firm  was  brought  in  relation  to  a 
decision  of  the  homes  in  February  1977, 


Do-it-yourself 
family  cheek-up  !;i 
offered  free 

§  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  The  5 
>•  American  Family  Society,  a  new  non- 
profit,  non-partisan  and  non-sectarian 
organization  dedicated  to  strengthen-;:* 
•i;  ing  and  enriching  family  life  in*: 
America,”  is  offering  a  free,  do-it-j: 
yourself  family  checkup.  :• 

“Periodic  checkups  by  doctors  and 
dentists  are  a  routine  way  of  life  for  •: 
{•most  Americans.”  said  K.  Wayne* 
{•  Scott,  founder  and  president  of  the  :• 
society  and  an  active  Mormon  >: 
layman.  >• 

•j*  ‘‘For  the  family,  however  —  the,:* 
*  most  basic  and  important  unit  in  •: 

society  —  no  such  systematic  checkup  |: 
■{has  been  available  until  now.”  he  :• 
;*:said.  •: 

The  society’s  family  checkup,  * 
developed  in  consultation  with  "some  > 
of  the  nation’s  leading  family;** 
■I;  experts."  consists  of  a  12-panel  >: 
•i  brochure  with  a  simple  approach  to  £ 
help  parents  and  children  rate 
;j  themselves  and  their  family  life  in  ;j: 
:*■  five  areas:  individual  growth.  £ 
{teamwork,  friendship  and  service. 

■J  purpose  and  order,  and  recreation. 

;  Free  copies  of  the  checkup  can  be  £ 
{obtained  by  writing  to:  American:*: 
{Family  Society.  Box  9873, -i; 
j:  Washington,  D.C.  20015.  $ 


Top  U.S.  official  joins 
church  task  force 

NEW  YORK  ( UMC)  -  The  head  of  the 
U.S.  Veterans  Administration,  Max 
Cleland,  is  among  11  persons  who  will 
serve  on  a  newly  formed  United 
Methodist  Task  Force  on  the  Church  and 
Handicapped  Persons. 

He  is  a  UM  and  one  of  five  handicapped 
persons  named  to  the  task  force  who 
were  announced  Jan.  5  by  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Division  of  the  UMC 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  chairperson  is  the  Rev.  David 
Severe,  pastor  of  the  Mayfair  Heights 
UMC  in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

The  U.S.  Census  Bureau  reports  35 
million  persons  in  the  U.S.  with  major 
handicapping  conditions.  These  include 
locomotion  and  manipulation,  hearing 
and  speech  impairment,  visual 
impairment,  mental  retardation  and 
mental  illness.  Only  the  latter  is  not 
represented  in  the  newly  named  group. 

Appointment  of  the  task  force  stems 
from  a  petition  referred  to  the  division  by 
the  1976  United  Methodist  General 
Conference.  It  called  for  a  commission 
to  research,  study  and  develop  recom¬ 
mendations  regarding  the  situation  of 
handicapped  persons  in  the  life  of  the 
church.  In  addition  to  identifying  the 
needs  of  persons  and  the  needs  of  the 
church,  the  task  force  will  make  concrete 
proposals  to  the  division,  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  1980  General 
Conference. 


to  seek  reorganization  under  federal 
bankruptcy  provisions. 

The  suit  claims  that  the  denomination 
has  a  financial  obligation  to  see  that  life 
care  contracts  written  by  the  homes’ 
corporation  are  honored. 

However,  the  church’s  lawyers  told  the 
court,  “Any  attempt  to  enforce  a 
generalized,  sweeping  claim  against  an 
entire  religious  denomination  and 
movement,  based  upon  the  alleged  acts 
or  omissions  of  a  single  church-related 
institution,  would  cause  immense  harm 
and  inequity  to  vast  numbers  of  persons 
who  are  dependent  upon  the  orderly  and 
ongoing  ministry  of  (United  Methodism) 
as  a  connectional  church.” 

The  memorandum  filed  with  the  court 
in  support  of  the  church’s  motion  to 
quash,  and  a  supporting  statement 
prepared  by  the  Rev.  Murray  H.  Leiffer, 
former  president  of  the  church’s  Judicial 
Council,  cited  provisions  in  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  expressly  stating  that  “an 
annual  conference  cannot  financially 
obligate  the  United  Methodist  Church  or 
an  organizational  unit  thereof,  except  the , 
Annual  Conference  itself." 

Mr.  Witwer  said  Dr.  Leiffer’s 
statement  was  introduced  in  support  of  i 
the  motion  to  quash  and  is  designed  to 
explain  the  connectional  system.  Before 
his  retirement  in  1973  Dr.  Leiffer  was  for 
43  years  on  the  faculty  of  what  is  now 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

“The  connectional  organization  of  the’ 
United  Methodist  Church,”  the  court  was' 
told,  "does  not  admit  of  responsibility  by. 
one  component  part  or  one  individual] 
member  for  another's  acts,  whether  the 
unit  involved  is  a  local  congregation, 
annual  conference,  hospital,  college, 
orphanage  or  home  for  the  aged. 

‘‘To  the  contrary,  it  would  be 
impermissible  under  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  for  the  church  itself  to 
attempt  to  impose  such  binding  ties 
between  its  component  parts  and 
members.  It  would  effectively  put  an  end 
to  connectionalism  as  an  organic 
requirement  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

Mr.  Witwer  said  he  has  “great 
confidence”  in  the  position  asserted  in 
the  documents  in  behalf  of  the  church  in 
an  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  a  legal  sense 
“In  my  judgment.”  he  said.  “  the  suit 
against  the  church  should  be  dismissed 
and  ultimately  will  be.” 


By  BUD HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

CINCINNATI  —  “Disparity”  between 
the  way  the  church  treats  the 
missionaries  it  assigns  overseas  duty 
and  those  who  serve  mission  posts  in  the 
United  States  came  into  sharp  focus  and 
discussion  here  last  week  as  the  two 
types  of  persons  in  mission  held  a  joint 
conference  for  the  first  time  in  United 
Methodist  history 

The  conference.  Jan.  9-14.  brought 
together  about  85  missionaries  assigned 
to  mission  service  in  various  countries 
around  the  world  and  107  missionaries 
assigned  to  mission  posts  in  the  United 
States.  (The  national  missionaries 
included  deaconesses,  home 
missionaries,  community  developers, 
church  and  community  workers  and 
”US-2’s”  —  young  adults  assigned  to  two- 
years  service  in  national  mission 
projects. ) 

While  affirming  that  both  categories  of 
mission  worker  —  world  and  national  — 
are  “about  the  same  business”  and  are 
"unified  in  purpose.”  the  missionaries 
pointed  out  that  the  salaries,  benefits, 
and  status  afforded  those  working  in  the 
two  types  of  missionary  enterprise  are 
not  equal.  While  missionaries  serving 
overseas  have  standardized  salaries, 
pensions,  insurance  programs  and  other 
“fringe  benefits,”  missionaries  serving 
in  the  United  States  have  no  such 
guarantees.  Most  national  persons  in 
mission  are  supported  through  the 
project  they  serve  rather  than  directly 
by  the  national  church  and  receive  a 
wide  variety  of  salaries  and  benefits. 
Some  have  no  pensions,  no  insurance  and 
few  or  no  other  fringe  benefits. 

The  conference  formally 
recommended  that  the  National  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  “study 
and  establish  a  basic  support  system" 
for  its  missionaries  and  that  “basic" 
fringe  benefits  also  be  standardized.  The 
missionaries  went  on  to  call  for  mission 
personnel  from  the  two  divisions  to  have: 
(l)a  common  pension  plan,  (2)  uniform 
health  insurance,  (3)  education  benefits 
for  dependent  children.  (4)  continued 
joint  missionary  conferences  and  (5) 
opportunities  for  “easier  itineration  of 
national  personnel." 

Questions  of  racism  also  were 
interjected  into  discussions  of  the 
disparities,  since  the  overwhelmingly 
greater  number  of  ethnic/racial 
minority  persons  serving  as  missionaries 
are  attached  to  the  National  Division. 

“There  is  evidence  in  our  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  especially  in  the 
World  and  National  divisions,  that  makes 
us  suspect  that  there  is  a  racist 
background  —  differences  in  salaries, 
benefits  and  permanency  of  personnel,” 
says  the  introduction  to  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  conference.  The  resolution 
calls  for  the  Community  Developer 
Program  and  United  Methodist 
Volunteer  Services  to  be  incorporated 
into  the  personnel  in  mission  program  of 
the  board.  The  two  mission  programs  are 
predominantly  staffed  by  ethnic-racial 
minority  persons. 

A  related  recommendation  asks  that 
the  two  projects  be  financed  through  the 
church’s  basic  World  Service  giving 
rather  than  through  the  special  "Human 
Relations  Day"  offering. 

All  recommendations  from  the 
conference  will  be  forwarded  to 
members  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  will  be  considered  by  the 
board  at  its  Spring  meeting 
In  other  resolutions  passed  by  the 
missionary  conference,  participants 
recommended  that: 

•discussions  be  held  between  the 
mission  board  and  the  Board  of 


the  church  today 


New  UM  church 
pays  in  full 

SAN  DIEGO  —  The  newly  organized 
Hope  United  Methodist  Church  here 
started  its  tradition  of  giving  by  paying 
all  its  1978  apportionments  in  full  this 
month.  The  congregation  is  18  months  old 
and  has  a  membership  of  199. 

The  apportionments  totaled  $1,847, 
according  to  “Circuit  West,”  the 
TM/UMR  edition  for  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  conference. 

Two  evangelists  receive 
‘Philip  Award’ 

MIAMI  BEACH  (UMC)  -  The  Rev. 
Herbert  L.  Bowdoin,  heard  weekly  over 
“The  Methodist  Hour”  radio  program 
produced  in  Florida,  and  the  Rev.  Jack 
Gray,  a  Tulsa-based  evangelist,  have 
been  given  the  annual  “Philip  Awards” 
bv  the  National  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Evangelists. 

Dr.  Bowdoin’s  radio  program  is  heard 
over  300  radio  stations  in  the  United 
States  and  other  countries.  He  is  an 
approved  evangelist  related  to  the 
Florida  Conference.  Dr.  Gray  was  cited 
for  his  efforts  in  reaching  children, 
particularly  with  the  "Bible  Bowl,”  and 
his  television  work.  He  is  a  ministerial 
member  of  the  North  Texas  Conference. 
Judge  clears  UM  pastor 
of  all  charges 

MALVERN.  Pa.  (RNS)  -  District 
Justice  John  R.  Blackburn  dismissed 
charges  of  rape,  robbery,  aggravated 
assault  and  burglary  against  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  T  Williams  of  the  Radnor 
United  Methodist  Church  after  a 
preliminary  hearing  here. 

Bishop  James  M.  Ault  of  Philadelphia 
said  the  dismissal  of  all  charges  against 
the  minister  “supports  our  conviction 
that  he  was  innocent  of  the  charges 


brought  against  him.” 

Mrs.  Betty  DeVries,  a  60-year-old  East 
Goshen  Township  divorcee,  had  told  law 
enforcement  officials  she  thought  the 
voice  of  a  man  who  had  called  her  at  3 
a.m.  the  morning  of  the  attack  was  that 
of  Mr.  Williams.  The  minister  was 
arrested  Dec.  23  and  released  on  $15,000 
bail. 

Support  requested 
for  farmers’  strike 

MANDAN,  N.D.  —  More  support  for 
the  nationwide  farmers'  strike  came 
from  a  leadership  group  of  the  church's 
National  Network  on  Town  and  Country 
Ministries  meeting  here  last  month. 

They  called  upon  all  United  Methodists 
"to  support  the  farmers  as  they  seek  to 
establish  a  fair  and  equitable  pricing 
structure  for  food  and  other  agricultural 
products.”  They  further  asked  the 
churches  "to  get  in  touch  with  leaders  of 
the  movement  in  your  state  and  local 
area  in  order  to  raise  the  level  of 
consciousness  of  church  members  about 
the  magnitude  of  this  issue.” 
Evangelist  is  ‘reborn’  again 
with  aid  of  pacemaker 

OLD  TAPPAN,  N.J.  (RNS)  - 
Evangelist  Corrie  ten  Boom  was 
“reborn”  when  she  survived  the  ravages 
of  the  Nazi  concentration  camp  at 
Ravensbruck,  where  she  had  been 
interned  with  her  family  for  helping 
Dutch  Jews  to  escape  during  World  War 
II. 

Now,  at  age  85,  the  world-famous 
author  and  preacher  has  once  again  been 
“reborn"  —  through  a  successful 
pacemaker  operation. 

“The  choice  was  -  go  to  heaven  or 
have  this  operation.”  Miss  ten  Boom 
said.  “The  former  would  have  been  the 
most  wonderful  for  me,  but  there  is  still 
so  much  work  to  do  here,  so  I  accepted 
the  latter  thankfully." 


Discipleship  to  “eliminate  misunder¬ 
standings  and  misinterpretation  of  pur¬ 
pose  at  the  local  level"  of  programs 
under  which  the  two  agencies  bring 
persons  from  foreign  nations  to  the 
United  States  to  help  American 
churches.  (The  Board  of  Discipleship 
has  a  program  which  brings  foreign 
churchpersons  to  the  U.S.  for  evange¬ 
lism  and  the  mission  board  has  a 
“Third  World  Missioner"  program. ) 

•issues  of  “personhood, ” 
“undocumented  workers"  (workers  in 
the  U.S.  without  citizenship),  and 
“sexual  preference  minorities”  be  taken 
to  the  1980  General  Conference  by  the 
mission  board  The  resolution  was 
passed  with  18  negative  votes  after  an 
attempt  to  strike  a  section  regarding 
"sexual  preference  minorities"  failed 
•called  for  the  board  to  urge  local 
churches  to  study  and  take  action 
regarding  “international  economic 
exploitation  and  the  involvement  of  U.S 
government  policy  that  affects  the  viola¬ 


tion  of  human  rights."  The  mission¬ 
aries  also  supported,  unanimously,  the 
position  of  the  mission  board  in  support 
of  the  new  Panama  Canal  Treaty. 

•urged  the  “intentional  recruitment" 
and  support  of  minority  women  in  the 
mission  thrust  of  the  church  as  well  as 
greater  support  for  national  and 
international  projects  designed  to 
"empower  women 

•criticized  conference  organizers  for 
not  making  the  "evangelical  dimension” 
stand  out  stronger  in  the  conference. 
Participants  urged  that  the  next 
conference  “conscientiously  seek  to 
improve  its  evangelical  thrust"  by  (1) 
including  more  corporate  worship, 
“evangelical  preaching  and  singing.” 
and  personal  sharing  time,  and  (2)  the 
mission  board  “assuming  leadership  in 
emphasizing  evangelism  by  taking 
concrete  action  in  teaching  United 
Methodist  Christians  how  to  personally 
lead  people  to  Christ." 


Leader  says  black  church 
needs  action ,  not  talk 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Tex.  —  “Are  we  going 
to  talk  the  black  churches  to  death  or 
are  we  going  to  do  something  about 
them?”  the  keynote  speaker  for  yet 
another  convocation  on  the  black  church 
asked  here  last  weekend. 

Keynoter.  Dr.  Major  J.  Jones, 
president  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  said  people  tend  to  get  “all 
fired  up”  by  great  conferences  but  soon 
lose  their  zeal  wrhen  they  go  home.  He 
said  more  than  a  great  conference  he 
“covets  the  day  when  we  will  start 
acting.” 

The  three-day  event  brought  about  250 
black  and  white  clergy  and  lay  leaders  of 
the  Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference 
to  San  Antonio  to  hammer  out  directions 
for  conference  boards  and  agencies,  the 
bishop  and  cabinet,  and  district  councils 
on  ministries  so  they  might  assist  in 
strengthening  black  local  churches. 

Six  work  groups  led  by  resource 
persons  from  national  agencies 
generated  at  least  40  recommendations 
in  varying  degrees  of  detail  after  each 
identified  specific  problems.  The  work 
groups  also  suggested  which  conference 
body  should  be  responsible  for 
implementing  the  actions  and  where 
funding  might  be  found. 

Bishop  J.  Chess  Lovern  of  the  San 
Antonio  Area  called  the  convocation  as  a 
follow  up  to  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
meeting  in  Dallas  a  year  ago.  Similar 
conference  level  meetings  are  currently 
being  held  in  other  jurisdictions  as  well 
Strengthening  ethnic  and  racial  minority 
local  churches  in  United  Methodism  is  a 
“missional  priority”  this  quadrennium. 

Work  group  members  acknowledged 
early  that  the  problem  wasn’t  that  the 
conference  doesn’t  care  about  black  or 
ethnic  churches,  but  that  they  have  not 
been  a  “priority"  concern. 

Problem  areas  identified  by  the  work 
groups  as  well  as  reports  from  the 
conference’s  district  superintendents 
brought  into  sharp  focus  the  “plight”  as 
well  as  some  possibilities  for  the  over  50 
black  churches,  most  of  which  are  in 
Austin  and  San  Antonio. 

Austin  district  superintendent  Ralph 
Seiler  reported  that  the  28  churches  in 
the  district  have  half  as  many  members 
today  as  they  had  in  1960.  The  Sunday 
schools  have  declined  by  more  than  50 
percent. 

He  said  "there  is  a  desperate  need  for 
trained  local  church  leadership  and 
particularly  in  the  church  school.”  Dr 
Seiler  noted  that  few  churches  have 
organized,  functioning  church  schools 
and  children  are  not  receiving  training,  a 
poor  situation  for  a  denomination  which 
traditionally  has  gained  most  of  its 
members  through  its  church  schools. 

Dr.  Seiler  said  the  district  also  has  a 
severe  shortage  of  black  ministers  and 
called  for  recruitment  of  youth  and 
persons  who  would  become  ministers  as 
a  second-career.  He  said  that  will  require 
.-faking  a  hard  look  at  salary  support 
guidelines  so  that  full-time  ministers  can 
be  put  to  work. 

Also  high  on  the  list  of  concerns  were 
“open  itineracy”  (appointments  across 
racial  lines)  and  appointment  of  a  black 

UMC  membership 
makes  small  dip 

EVANSTON,  III.  (UMC)  - 
Membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico  is  now  9.785,534. 

The  report  released  here  Jan.  11  by  the 
denomination's  statistical  office  shows  a 
decrease  of  75,494  during  the  calendar 
year  1976.  This  is  the  smallest  loss  in 
recent  years  —  .0077  percent. 

Not  included  in  this  report  are 
approximately  600,000  church  members 
in  Asia.  Africa  and  Europe.  Also  not 
included  are  about  1.4  million 
preparatory  members  in  the  U.S. 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years 
attendance  at  the  principal  weekly 
worship  in  the  denomination’s  38,795 
local  churches  declined,  dropping  25.467 
to  the  new  figure  of  3.6  million.  The 
number  of  organized  churches  is  a 
decrease  of  51  from  the  previous  year. 

Church  school  attendance,  which  has 
declined  in  recent  years,  showed  an 
increase,  climbing  by  339,556  to  2.7 
million.  Church  school  membership, 
however,  continued  to  drop,  falling 
132.219  to  the  new  total  of  4.5  million. 


minister  to  the  district  superintendent 
position. 

Convocation  participants  here  seemed 
to  be  “fired  up”  over  getting  their 
recommendations  into  action,  but  will 
the  fire  last?,  as  Dr.  Jones  asked. 

The  black  semianrv  president  said 
Christian  disciples  today  frequently  have 
the  same  answers  that  Jesus’  disciples 
gave  when  he  directed  them  not  to  send 
home  the  multitudes  but  go  give  them 
something  to  eat.  Answers  such  as: 

•  “the  time  is  not  right;  it  is  too  late  to 
buy  bread.”  Dr  Jones  said  there  are 
always  some  so  threatened  by  new 
obligations. they  will  insist  “now  is  not 
the  time." 

•  “the  place  is  not  right."  Let  the 
schools,  the  government,  the  Ys  do  the 
job  —  but  not  the  church ; 

•  “the  price  is  not  right”;  we  do  not 
have  enough  money  and  there  are  other 
priorities  to  meet. 

He  called  particularly  for  a  new  type  of 
evangelism  for  the  nation’s 
“underclass"  (as  recently  defined  by 
Time  magazine),  the  unemployed,  the 
disillusioned,  the  poor  and  the  alienated. 
He  said  both  the  white  church  and  the 
black  churches  have  “flopped"  in  the 
inner  city.  “There  is  something 
inherently  wrong  when  the  church  is  , 
‘too  good’  to  evangelize  anyone  and 
everyone  at  its  doors."  But,  he 
cautioned,  sophisticated  campaigns  of 
evangelism  successful  in  suburbia  will 
never  work. 

To  evangelize  the  black  community,  he 
said,  black  churches  will  have  to  do  more 
than  help  people  adjust  to  the  present 
misery  of  their  community.  He  said  “the 
Kingdom  of  God  must  come  into  focus  in 
that  community  or  it  is  meaningless.  If  it 
does  not  translate  into  the  alleviation  of 
suffering  —  into  hope  —  the  church  is 
doing  no  more  than  presiding  over  the 
status  quo  .” 

Baptists  predict 
drop  in  baptisms 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  State  Southern 
Baptist  directors  of  evangelism  analyzed 
factors  involved  in  a  downward  trend  in 
the  number  of  baptisms  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  the  nation's  largest 
Protestant  denomination,  at  their  annual 
meeting  here  last  month. 

Projections  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  indicates  that  the 
number  of  baptisms  will  drop  to  342,201 
for  the  year  1977.  This  would  make  it  the 
second  consecutive  year  in  which  the 
number  of  baptisms  was  down,  and 
would  represent  an  11  percent  drop  from 
the  384.496  baptisms  of  1976. 

John  Havlik  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board’s  evangelism  department 
questioned  whether  baptisms  should  be 
considered  as  the  sole  “indicator  of 
health  and  growth"  in  the  denomination. 
He  suggested  that  total  church 
membership  is  a  better  indicator  than 
the  number  of  baptisms,  and  noted  that 
Sunday  School  Board  projections 
indicate  that  total  SBC  membership  will 
have  grown  by  1.1  percent,  to  13,064,754. 
by  the  end  of  1977. 
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By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

MIAMI  BEACH  —  The  basic  reason 
churches  grow  is  simple,  according  to 
Dr.  Donald  A  McGavran,  father  of  the 
modern-day  church  growth  movement. 
They  want  to! 

“Churches  grow  not  for  odd.  unusual, 
exotic  or  questionable  reasons."  he  said, 
“but  because  they  believe  God  wants  His 
church  to  grow.” 

The  80-yea r-old  Disciples  of  Christ 
minister  who  has  directed  the  Institute  of 
Church  Growth  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary,  Pasadena.  Calif.,  was  a 
speaker  at  the  national  United  Methodist 


Dr.  Donald  McGavran  says  that  with 
150  million  Americans  unchurched,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  could  have  22 
million  members  by  the  year  2.000  —  if 
the  church  becomes  concerned  about 
church  growth. 

Nuclear 
spread  is 
opposed 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong. 
Dakotas  Area,  is  among  the  70  Protes¬ 
tant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  leaders  who 
signed  a  “New  Year’s  Pastoral  Letter  on 
Human  Survival”  which  calls  for  action 
against  nuclear  proliferation. 

The  letter  is  being  sent  to  churches  and 
synagogues  throughout  the  country,  but 
particularly  those  located  near  facilities 
where  radioactive  materials  are  used  or 
stored,  a  spokesperson  said. 

The  pastoral  letter  is  the  first  of  a 
series  of  actions  planned  this  winter  and 
spring  by  a  coalition  known  as 
Mobilization  for  Survival. 

The  timetable  was  set  to  call  attention 
to  a  United  Nations  Special  Session  on 
Disarmament,  scheduled  for  May  23- 
June  23  in  New  York  City. 

Another  signer.  Dr.  William  Sloane 
Coffin  Jr.,  senior  pastor  of  Riverside 
Church  in  New  York,  said  at  a  press 
conference,  "Disarmament  is  the  only 
answer  and  nuclear  disarmament  is  first 
order  of  business.  If  we  say  nuclear 
disarmament  is  impossible,  are  we  not 
really  admitting  that  nuclear  warfare  is 
inevitable.” 

Rabbi  Marc  H.  Tanenbaum. 
interreligious  affirs  director  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  warned  at 
the  same  press  conference,  held  at  the 
U.N.  that  he  feared  a  new  holocaust.  He 
said  that  nuclear  proliferation  confronts 
the  world  of  the  human  family,”  and 
added  “no  human  life  —  Russian, 
Chinese  or  American  —  is  expendable.” 

The  pastoral  letter  says,  “When 
political  leaders  are  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  to 
the  voiced,  angry  privations  of  their 
people,  the  religious  communities  must 
speak  up 

“We  believe  that  nothing  less 
portentous  than  the  survival  of 
humankind  is  at  stake.  The  communities 
of  faith,  vessels  of  the  word  of  God.  must 
announce  the  word,  in  season  and  out, 
day  and  night .  .  .” 


Congress  on  Evangelispi  held  here 
earlier  this  month  (see  TM/UMR.  Jan 
13). 

In  a  major  address  to  the  2,000 
participants  and  in  a  smaller  class  on 
church  growth.  Dr.  McGavran  listed  five 
reasons  why  some  American  churches 
are  growing: 

(1)  They  believe  God  wants  His  church 
to  grow  .  They  demonstrate  this  belief  by 
praying  for  church  growth,  preaching 
church  growth,  and  developing  and 
teaching  a  theology  of  church  growth. 

(2)  Growing  churches  intend  church 
growth.  Recognizing  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
converts  people,  growing  churches 
respond  to  the  leading  of  the  Spirit  and 
work  at  growing.  In  contrast,  he  says, 
churches  not  growing  do  not  give  high 
priority  to  growth  because  their  pastors 
feel  secure  and  their  people  feel  content. 

(3)  Growing  churches  recognize  social 
realities.  They  utilize  the  insights  of 
sociologists  and  management  experts, 
the  dynamics  of  change  possible  in  small 
groups,  and  the  presence  .of  ethnic 
minority  enclaves  in  urban  areas  to 
spread  the  Gospel. 

(4)  Growing  churches  create 
multitudes  of  sub-structures  of 
belonging.  In  small  face-to-face  groups 
—  choir,  Bible  study  class,  weekly  coffee 
klatch,  church  school  class,  a  group 
repairing  the  church  and  so  forth  —  a 
visitor  becomes  known  as  a  person, 
participates  in  the  activity  and  likely  wili 
stay. 

(5)  Growing  denominations  plant 
multitudes  of  new  churches.  The 
deliberate,  “planned  parenthood”  of  new 
congregations  —  among  the  ethnics, 
humanists,  unchurched  and  varieties  of 
homogeneous  units  in  society  by  leaders 
of  local  churches  and  national 


denominational 
growth 

Popular  idea  countered 

Dr.  McGavran  countered  a  popular 
conception  among  many  churches  that 
they  should  try  to  have  all  classes  and 
races  in  one  congregation.  He  claimed 
the  homogeneous  unit  is  a  more  basic 
way  to  grow.  His  institute  has  distilled 
the  principle  that  people  like  to  become 
Christians  without  crossing  linguistic, 
class  or  racial  barriers.  "If  you  were 
Scotch  Irish,"  he  said,  "and  moved  into  a 
community,  you  would  likely  not  join  a 
denomination  whose  congregations  were 
composed  of  Greek  Americans.  The 
more  Greek  they  were,  the  less  at  home 
you  would  feel. 

“Now,  should  Christians  welcome  this 
fact  of  human  nature  or  fight  it?”  he 
asked.  "The  problem  is  particularly 
troublesome  because  the  church  has  a 
clear  duty  to  cross  cultural  barriers  and 
disciple  every  conceivable  kind  and  color 
of  men  and  women.” 

While  the  church  believes  in 
brotherhood  and  accepting  all  people  in 
its  membership,  he  suggested  it  becomes 
more  likely  that  people  will  demonstrate 
that  brotherhood  if  they  first  are  part  of  a 
vibrant,  homogeneous  congregation 
anchored  in  God’s  love  and  related  to  one 
another  in  caring  ways. 

“This  is  the  kind  of  church  we  should 
multiply  —  homogeneous  units,”  he  said. 
“There  is  no  need  for  all  kinds  of 
Americans  to  become  Christian  in  WASP 
(white,  Anglo-Saxon,  Protestant) 
congregations.” 

Three  tasks  identified 

Church  growth  people  identify  three 
tasks  of  evangelism  in  a  local  church  — 
E-0.  E-l  and  E-2.  “Evangelism  Zero  (E-0) 
really  renewal.”  Dr.  McGavran 


NOT  EVERY  SENIOR  CITIZEN 
IS  LUCKY  ENOUGH  TO  PLAY  GOD. 

Aolor  now  plugs  for  church  (o  aid  elderly 
NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  familiar  photo  of  George  Burns  that  has  been  used  in 
advertising  for  his  film,  "Oh.  God,"  is  appearing  in  a  public-service  ad  prepared  bv 
an  ecumenical  communications  program  called  EVCOM. 

Below  the  picture  is  a  message  that  begins:  "George  Burns  has  touched  a  lot  of 
funny  bones  (and  hearts,  too)  with  his  winning  performance  in  the  movie.  Oh.  God:' 
But  for  millions  of  aged  and  retired  people.  George  Bums’  amazing  productivity  is 
only  a  Holly  wood  dream.” 

The  message  goes  on  to  describe  the  problems  of  the  elderly  and  to  suggest  ways 
in  which  congregations  can  help  meet  their  needs.  It  ends  with  the  slogan.  "God 
knows  what  you  can  do  for  your  church.  ”  evcom  photo 


‘Essentials’  listed  for 
church-related  colleges 

R  A r'TMTT  U7TC  _ a - .  ,  .,  ZT  .  _ 


RACINE.  WIS.  —  Maintaining  strong 
ties  to  the  church  and  integrating 
religion  into  all  aspects  of  college  life 
head  the  list  of  eight  characteristics  that 
are  essential  for  a  college  to  be  church- 
related,  educators  were  told  here 
recently. 

The  announced  results  marked  the  end 
of  a  year-long  study  of  church-related 
colleges  conducted  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Division  of 
Education  and  Ministry.  The  study, 
which  was  funded  in  part  by  a  $22,000 


Trial  student  conference  success , 
gives  green  light  to  old  idea 


ATLANTA  (UMC)  —  “It  may  be  that 
this  conference  will  tell  us  we  need  to  get 
back  into  the  abandoned  business  of 
student  conferences.”  said  the  Rev.  Joe 
L.  Gipson,  staff  executive  for  campus 
ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  ( BHEM ) . 

So  when  the  350  United  Methodist 
college  students  and  campus  ministers 
from  the  southeast  gathered  here  Jan.  6- 
8,  they  were,  among  other  things,  an 
experiment. 

The  experiment  seemed  to  be  saying 
“yes”  to  the  question  of  student 
conferences  In  fact,  the  conference 
suffered  only  from  success.  More  than 
100  young  people  who  had  not  pre¬ 
registered  showed  up,  straining  the 
hotel’s  facilities  and  creating 
“community”  in  unexpected  ways  as 
additional  people  were  crowded  into 
rooms  and  eating  lines. 

Spirits  were  high  as  the  youth 
progressed  through  a  series  of  speeches, 
discussion  groups  and  worship  exper¬ 
iences  all  centering  on  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  theme.  “Committed  to  Christ. 
Called  to  Change." 

James  T  Laney,  president  of  UM- 
related  Emory  University  here 
concluded  four  major  addresses  by 
observing,  “If  this  conference  were  to 
end  with  ‘God  loves  you.’  you  would  be 
blessed  but  you  would  not  be  a  blessing.  ” 

The  former  missionary  and  seminary 
dean  told  the  assembly, 


that 


identification 


“Our 

comes  with  God’s 


identification  of  us  through  Jesus 
Christ.”  Dr.  Laney  rehearsed  with  his 
audience  the  constant  pressure  to 
"measure  up”  when  one  is  in  college,  but 
it  is  with  God  we  count,  he  said.  “This 
new  sense  of  belonging  is  beyond 
description.”  He  pointed  out  that  Wesley 
Foundation  is  often  the  place  where 
students  find  and  live  out 
acceptance  on  campus. 

Constantly  pulling  the  group  into  the 
arena  of  discipleship  and  mission.  Dr. 
Laney  observed.  “As  we  mature  in 
Christ  we  are  no  longer  content  just  to 
receive:  we  want  to  give.”  He  urged 
them  into  social  involvement,  citing  the 
responsibilities  of  Christians  to  speak  out 
against  oppression  in  Korea  and  Chile,  of 
U.S.  involvement  in  Vietnam, 
Watergate,  and  now  “Koreagate.” 

“Are  we  going  to  let  ourselves  be 
seduced  into  silence?”  he  asked.  “With 
your  intelligence  and  education  and 
privilege.”  he  concluded,  “how  are  you 
prepared  to  let  the  world’s  problems  be 
your  problems?" 

It  was  announced  that  a  National 
Advisory  Committee  of  campus 
ministers  will  be  meeting  in  March  with 
BHEM  staff  members  to  begin  making 
plans  for  a  national  student  conference 
next  Christmas.  (Some  observers  said 
they  believe  it  may  be  delayed  until  1979, 
however  j  A  national  convocation  of 
United  Methodist  campus  ministers  has 
been  set  tentatively  for  August  1 979 


grant  from  the  Ford  Foundation, 
involved  research  on  the  campuses  of  14 
church-related  colleges.  The  research 
was  directed  by  Merrimon  Cuninggim, 
president  of  Salem  College  in  Winston- 
Salem,  N.C.,  and  former  dean  of  United 
Methodism’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
in  Dallas. 

Based  on  his  study  of  14  colleges.  Dr. 
Cuninggim  listed  eight  characteristics  he 
said  are  essential  for  a  college  to  be 
church-related.  A  college  must: 

•  Consciously  intend  to  maintain  a 
relationship  with  a  church  or  churches 
and  must  have  agreement  from  all  its 
constituent  groups  about  the  nature  of 
the  relationship. 

•  Make  provision  for  religion  in  all 
aspects  of  college  life,  taking  seriously 
both  the  study  of  religion  and  worship. 

•  Integrate  the  church’s  values  into 
school  policies  and  practices,  including 
personnel  policies. 

•  Be  able  to  depend  on  the  church’s 
understanding  of  the  educational  task. 

•  Receive  tangible  support  from  the 
church,  such  as  money,  recruitment  of 
students,  scholarship  or  loan  funds  or 
legal  aid. 

•  Feel  it  also  receives  intangible 
support  from  the  church,  such  as 
encouragement  to  act  in  some  area  of 
social  need  or  the  church’s  support 
against  outside  pressures. 

•  Influence  and  be  influenced  by  the 
church. 

•  Know  the  reasons  it  wants  to  be 
related  to  the  church  and  the  reasons  the 
church  wants  to  be  related  to  the  college. 

Dr.  Cuninggim  said  none  of  the  14 
colleges  in  the  survey  met  all  eight 
criteria,  but  that  the  criteria  are 
“essential  for  a  genuine  church-related 
college  to  aim  at.” 

At  the  same  consultation,  a  noted 
church  historian  said  that  students  have 
often  been  overlooked  as  resources  for 
helping  churches  and  colleges  relate  to 
each  other. 

Dr.  Martin  E.  Marty  of  the  University 
of  Chicago  Divinity  School  told  the 
gathering  that  “the  great  overlooked 
potential  embodiments  of  relationship 
are  the  students." 


explained.  “It  wins  back  the  cold  and 
casual  Christian  whose  name  is  on  the 
roll  but  who  only  comes  on  Christmas 
and  Easter  E-l  presents  the  Gospel  to 
people  of  our  culture,  who  speak  our 
language,  who  live  as  we  do  but  who  are 
not  affiliated  with  any  church  or  consider 
themselves  Christians. 

“E-2  is  evangelizing  Samaria."  he 
continued.  "Our  Samaria  may  be  that 
lumber  town  20  miles  away  or  the  factory 
district  in  town  across  the  tracks  or  the 
Filipino  community  in  our  city. " 

A  large  block  of  Americans  not  being 
reached  by  anyone  are  the  secular 
humanists,  the  educated  elite  and  their 
children  who  have  concluded  that 
Christianity  is  intellectually  untenable. 

I  wish  particularly  to  lav  upon  your 
conscience  these  people."  he  told  the  UM 
evangelism  leaders.  "Hard  core 
humanists  are  seldom  ever  won  and  most 
church  growth  passes  them  by. " 

How  many  laypersons? 

How  many  laypersons  should  be  in¬ 
volved  in  evangelism?  Dr.  McGavran 
suggested  10  percent.  “Dr.  Peter  Wagner 
recently  noted  that  on  the  Day  of 
Pentecost,  the  12  apostles  represented  10 
percent  of  those  gathered  for  prayer 
When  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  are 
mentioned  in  the  New  Testament,  the 
‘gift  of  evangelism'  is  one  of  them.  It  is 
easy  to  conclude  that  in  the  average 
American  church  God  has  given  the  gift 
of  evangelism  to  about  one  in  10." 

He  further  suggests  that  the  church 
divide  its  unpaid  volunteer  workers  into 
two  categories:  Class  One  leaders  and 
Class  Two  leaders.  Class  One  serves  the 
existing  church.  Thev  teach  church 
school,  usher,  sing  in  the  choir,  serve  on 
the  board.  They  are  "wonderful  people," 
mainstays  of  the  local  congregation. 


"Class  Two  workers  head  away  from 
the  church,"  the  professor  said,  "They 
call  on  those  who  are  not  members.  Thev 
ask  how  depressed  or  oppressed 
segments  of  the  population  can  be 
helped.  They  survey  the  neighborhood  to 
find  those  in  which  half  or  more  seldom 
worship  God.  They  start  house  churches 
and  keep  them  going  for  years.  Thev  talk 
to  secularists  about  Christ." 

Dr.  McGavran  also  maintained  that 
the  church  is  the  most  potent  instrument 
for  social  advance  He  said  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  has  two  main  functions:  to 
call  people  from  death  to  life  and  to  serve 
people  and  transform  those  sections  of 
society  in  which  it  has  power. 

"In  brief,  my  friends,”  he  said,  "you 
want  social  action’’  Multiply  United 
Methodist  churches. " 

Interest  kindled  by  bishop 

Dr.  McGavran  attributed  his  interest 
in  church  growth  to  Methodist  Bishop 
Jarrell  Waskom  Pickett  who  in  1934 
kindled  his  concern.  During  his  32  years 
on  the  mission  field.  Dr,  McGavran 
noticed  the  "substantial  wall  of 
rationalization"  which  ministers  and 
missionaries  had  built  against  church 
growth  He  began  to  survey  the  church 
all  over  the  world  and  to  develop  a 
theology  and  practice  for  church  growth 
which  he  embodied  in  an  institute  he 
founded  in  the  mid-’50s  and  then  at  Fuller 
seminary  in  1965. 

America  today  is  rediscovering  church 
growth,  he  believes.  He  lists  the  reasons : 

•  God’s  unshakable  purpose  that  the 
church  grow  has  broken  into  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  Christians; 

•  America's  system  of  free  churches 
demands  that  a  congregation  become 
socially  and  economically  viable; 

•  The  time  has  come  for  church  growth 


with  80  million  Americans  out  of  the 
church  and  another  70  million  on  the  rolls 
but  knowing  "no  Savior,  no  Master,  no 
rule  of  faith  and  practice," 

•  Evangelistic  movements  of  many 
varieties  have  been  surging  through  the 
church  plowing  in  preparation  for 
harvest  —  movements  such  as  Billy 
Graham  crusades.  Evangelism 
Explosion  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Coral  Gables.  Fla.,  and  super  churches 
as  Garden  Grove  (Calif.)  Community 
Church. 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  pulls  its 
weight  in  church  growth.  Dr.  McGavran 
predicted,  "you  could  number  22  million 
communicants  by  the  year  2.000." 


God  has  given  the  ’gift  of  evangelism' 
to  to  percent  of  the  laity  in  the  average 
American  church  —  a  sizeable  force  to 
spread  the  Gospel,  says  Dr.  Donald 
McGavran.  photos  by  Clyde  chesnvtt 


1 1  seminars  to  in  form,  train 

Sea  law  ripples  UMC  interest 
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NEW  YORK  ( UMC)  —  Although  it  met 
in  the  landlocked  city  of  Portland.  Ore., 
the  1976  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  took  an  action  concerning 
preservation  of  the  sea’s  resources  which 
is  beginning  to  cast  ripples  across  the  9.9 
million-member  denomination. 

Saying  the  sea  areas  beyond  national 
boundaries  were  “the  common  heritage 
of  humankind,”  General  Conference 
urged  all  United  Methodists  to  become 
informed  about  “all  aspects  of  Law  of  the 
Sea  (LOS),’’  particularly  the  treaty 
being  negotiated  under  U.N.  auspices. 

That  single  pebble  in  Portland 
prompted  the  church’s  Women’s  Division 
and  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
sponsor  a  national  workshop  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  November  1976. 
Under  the  direction  of  staff  director 
Barbara  Weaver,  60  men  and  women 
from  36  annual  conferences  in  24  states 


learned  about  such  things  as  oil,  gas  and 
fishing  rights,  deepsea  mining, 
protecting  the  seas  from  pollution  and 
free  navigation  of  coastal  waters. 

As  usual,  they  were  admonished  to  go 
home  and  duplicate  the  Washington 
experience  for  people  in  their  conference 
and  districts.  Now  it  is  actually 
happening  with  the  first  of  11  training 
seminars  held  Jan.  10  in  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Barbara  Weaver  claims  that  “In  LOS 
there  is  something  for  everyone.  Those 
concerned  about  hunger  realize  its  root 
cause  is  maldistribution  of  resources. 
Those  negotiating  the  LOS  treaty  are 
looking  at  managing  living  resources  for 
the  good  of  all  people. 

“Those  concerned  about  national 
security  can  follow  the  discussions  to 
ensure  free  navigation  for  military 
vessels  through  straits  and  coastal 


waters.  Ecology  enthusiasts  are 
interested  in  the  marine  sciences 
research  possibilities.  And  U.S. 
corporations  are  already  looking  into 
deepsea  mining,  both  independently  and 
through  an  international  agency.” 

People  trained  at  these  seminars  will 
be  urged  to  pass  on  their  knowledge  to 
local  churches.  Then  when  the  time 
comes  for  ratification  of  a  Law  of  the  Sea 
Treaty,  it  is  anticipated  Senators  will 
hear  from  their  United  Methodist 
constituents. 

Other  seminars  scheduled  for  1978 
include:  Jan.  20-22  Albuquerque,  N.M.; 
Feb.  10-12,  Anchorage,  Alaska;  Feb.  14- 
15  Laurel.  Mont.;  Mar.  3-5, Washington. 
D.C.;  Mar.  10-12  Scranton,  Pa. ;  Apr.  4-6 
Perry,  Iowa;  Apr.  18-19  San  Diego;  Apr. 
21-22  Los  Angeles;  Apr.  23-24  San 
Francisco;  Sept.  15-17 Nashville. 


W»DSAND 

WISDOM 


Words,  words,  words — EVERY  WORD  IN  THE  BIBLE 
is  listed  in  Strong's  Concordance.  Wisdom — wisdom  of 
the  scriptures  is  made  available  to  every  Bible  reader 
through  the  easy  reference  system  developed  by  Dr. 

James  Strong.  Locate  passages,  determine  word  meanings 
with  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  dictionaries  contained  in  Strong’s. 
Now  available  in  a  Deluxe  Edition,  $29.95. 

. ,  ht-  Regular  edition,  $16,95  the  only  complete  original 

Strong’s  Exhaustive  Concordance  of  the  Bible 

A  storehouse  of  learning,  Clarke’s  Commentary  provides  insight  into  each 
Bible  book.  Adam  Clarke,  an  outstanding  scholar  of  church  history,  Oriental 
languages,  the  classics,  and  natural 
science,  provides  revealing  insights  into 
biblical  cultures  and  characters  as  only  a 
student  of  languages  can.  Forty  years 
were  consumed  in  the  making  of  this 
masterpiece.  Now,  140  years  later,  it  is 
available  to  a  new  generation  of  Bible 
readers  interested  in  personal 
interpretation  of  scripture,  book  by  book. 

Three  volume  set,  $54.95. 

Single  volumes,  $19.50  each. 

“A  work  so  comprehensive  in  its  scope 
that  it  stands  the  classic  achievement  of 
its  kind,  unrivalled  in  the  English 
language.  "—The  Expositor 

Vol.  1,  Genesis — Esther 
Vol.  II,  Job — Malachi 
Vol.  Ill,  Matthew — Revelation 

Clarke’s 
Commentary 
on  the  Entire  Bible 
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Two  Louisiana 
Conference  l  nited 
Methodist  Churches 
paid  in  FI  IT  for  1978! 


.  Human  Relations  Day 
benefits  ‘Partners  In  English’ 


Tutoring  in  English  will  assure  a  better  future  for  this  young  Asian  American 
from  the  Oakland,  Calif.,  area.  He  is  one  of  more  than  300  students  enrolled  in 
Partners  in  English,  which  the  Human  Relations  Day  Offering  sustains. 


Partners  in  English  is  a  tutoring  program  for  young  adult  newcomers  who  have 
arrived  in  the  greater  San  Francisco  Bay  area . 

Since  1955,  Partners  in  English,  then  supported  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
BGM,  has  assisted  over  3,500  persons  in  learning  English. 

These  learning  English  projects  are  unique  because  of  the  one-to-one  or  small 
group  student-teacher  ratio.  The  volunteer  visits  the  home  to  teach  the  family  or  in  a 
small  group  in  a  local  church. 

The  National  Division  of  Global  Ministries  since  the  early  1970’s  has  continued  the 
assistance  to  partners  in  English  through  United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services 
which  is  sustained  by  the  Human  Relations  Day  Offering. 

Presently  Partners  in  English  projects  are  located  in  over  30  bay  area  sites  mostly 
in  homes  and  local  churches.  Over  300  students  are  enrolled  and  they  represent  a 
national  background  of  12  languages,  primarily  Asian,  Pacific  Islanders  and 
Hispanic. 

A  key  program  is  located  in  Rogers  UMC  in  Oakland.  Another  is  being  developed 
in  the  Japanese  UMC  in  Berkeley. 

“Many  times  our  students  are  referred  by  the  local  churches”  said  Mr.  David 
Bayle,  assistant  director  of  Partners  in  English.  ‘‘Over  150  volunteer  tutors  work 
with  us  and  we  are  expanding  projects  all  over  the  California-Nevada  Conference.  ” 

“Our  tutoring  program  in  English  has  helped  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the 
established  urban  church  and  newcomers  in  the  communities,”  said  Mr.  Bayle. 
“Many  churches  have  opened  their  doors  for  our  programs  and  church  members 
are  participating  as  volunteer  instructors." 

United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services,  through  the  Human  Relations  Day  Offering, 
provides  for  coverage  of  medical  and  insurance  benefits  for  volunteer  personnel 
who  offer  child  care  for  children  whose  parents  are  learning  English  and  working. 

“It  would  be  difficult  if  the  children  were  in  the  classroom  with  the  parents,”  said 
Evelyn  Kendall,  the  director  of  Partners  in  English,  “So  we  provide  not  only 
adequate  child  care,  but  work  with  the  children  so  they,  too,  may  learn  English.” 

The  Partners  in  English  program  is  a  witness  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
being  in  community  and  making  Human  Relations  Day  happen  everyday. 

Human  Relations  Day  1978  -  Sunday,  February  12, 1978. 

Foundation  Sunday  January  29 


Foundation  Sunday  will  be  best 
observed  by  those  United  Methodist 
members  who  determine  that  they  will 
remember  the  Foundation  and  its  work 
in  their  wills  and  bequests.  No  special 
offering  will  be  taken  on  this  day.  A 
reliable  survey  was  made  of  lay  persons 
belonging  to  the  protestant  churches  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  It  was 
found  that  only  44%  have  a  written  will 
and  of  those  who  have  a  written  will  only 
15%  had  remembered  their  local  church 
or  a  cause  of  Christ  in  their  wills. 

The  fact  that  no  special  offering  is 
called  for  on  this  day  makes  it  unique  and 
unusual  in  the  life  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Methodist  members 
are  so  conditioned  to  special  offerings 
that  to  announce  a  Conference  wide 
observance  on  any  Sunday  without  some 
kind  of  an  offering  is  something  of  a 
shock  to  say  the  least.  As  one  pastor  put 
it.  “A  special  day  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  without  an  offering?  I  don’t 
believe  it.” 

When  the  Trustees  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
planned  for  an  annual  observance  of 
Foundation  Sunday  without  an  offering 
they  were  not  being  coy  or  different. 
They  felt  that  this  day  could  be  better 
observed  if  pastors  and  lay  persons  alike 
would  give  attention  to  the  Christian 
stewardship  of  all  their  possessions. 

In  support  of  Foundation  Day  50,000 
bulletin  inserts  have  been  made 
available  to  the  pastors  of  the  Conference 
for  distribution  on  this  day.  The  bulletin 
insert  emphasizes  the  importance  of 
tithing  your  estate  for  Christian  causes, 
and  a  need  to  make  a  Christian  will  in 
order  to  support  the  causes  in  which  you 
are  interested 

During  the  month  of  December  many 
United  Methodists  throughout  the  state 


Happenings 
February,  March,  April 

February 

5-  7  Clown  Ministry  Workshop,  First  UMC,  Slidell  (Joey  Peckham  Resource 

Leader) 

6-  9  Ministers’ Week -SMU,  Dallas 
8  Ash  Wednesday 

9-11  Laity  Week  -  Perkins  -  SMU 

10- 11  Mid  Year  Executive  Committee  UMW 
12  Human  Relations  Day 

15-16  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry  Workshop 

17-18  Keys  to  an  Effective  Caring  Fellowship  (Lyle  E.  Schaller)  First  UMC.  Ft. 
Worth 

19-26  Brotherhood  Week 

24-25  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

24-26  Jurisdiction  Youth  Conference  (Center  for  Renewal)  Okla.  City.  OK 
25  Church  Related  Vocations  Workshop  -  Alexandria 
March 

1  Lay  and  Leadership  Development  in  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Baton  Rouge  -  Lafayette,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
1-  3  Urban  Ministries  Convocation 

3  World  Day  of  Prayer 

5  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

9-10  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  Board  of  Trustees  (El  Paso) 

8-10  Churches  with  Small  Membership  Workshop  ( Lincoln,  NE )  Salem 
11  Executive  Committee  meeting  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Conference 
11  Conference  Ethnic  Minority  Workshop  ( Newman  UMC,  Alex. ) 

21  Conference  Council  Directors 
22-23  Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries 
30-31  CRS  Communication,  First  UMC.  Ft  Worth 
30-April  1  The  Clergy  Family  in  Focus  (Prevention  Crisis  Needs ) 

April 

4  Conference  Council  Directors,  Continuing  Education  Center,  University  of 
Oklahoma,  Norman.  Okla. 

5-  6  Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries,  University  of  Oklahoma,  Norman, 
Okla. 

11- 13  Decision  Point.  Church  Schools  of  the  80’s.  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 
Kansas  City 

12- 13  Consultation  for  Directors  of  Local  Church  Program  Ministries.  First 
UMC,  Richardson,  TX 

14-15  Second  Phase  -  Keys  to  Effective  Caring  Fellowship,  First  UMC,  Ft.  Worth 
15  Church  of  Small  Membership,  St.  Mary’s  UMC,  Houston,  TX. 

17-20  Dogwood  Time  Sequoyah  (Retreat  for  Retirees)  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  AR  ( 

April/May  Lab  Seminar  ( San  Antonio,  TX ) 

24-25  Christian  Education  Fellowship  Conference  Spring  Retreat.  First  UMC, 
Pineville 


Human  rights  seminar 
inspires  Louisiana  delegates 


.  Leaders  at  Pastor's  Workshop  on  Church  School,  January  9.  10  -  Grace  Church. 
Ruston  12.  13  -  University  Church.  Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Robert  Peyton  District 
Superintendent.  Ruston  District;  Rev.  Odell  Simmons,  pastor  First  UMC.  Monroe; 
Dr.  Roy  Ryan.  Director  of  Church  School  Development  in  Churches  with  one  full¬ 
time  Pastor,  and  a  key  person  in  the  development  of  the  Decision  Point  :  Church 
School  program.  Rev.  James  Christie,  host  pastor.  Grace  UMC.  Ruston. 


The  Church  Center  for  the  United 
Nations.  777  United  Nations  Plaza,  was 
the  setting  for  the  Specialized  Seminar 
on  Human  Rights  in  December.  Women 
from  40  conferences  gathered  to  seek 
knowledge  and  discover  ways  to  develop 
strategies  to  envoke  women,  church  and 
society  in  the  human  rights  struggle.  Mia 
Adjali,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  U.  N 
International  Affairs  ably  provided 
arrangements  including  the  Broadway 
play  “Golda”,  the  life  of  the  Israeli 
Prime  Minister  Golda  Meir,  which  was, 
as  the  critics  rated  it.  “overwhelming.” 

Gloria  Bennett.  Coordinator  of  Social 
Involvement.  Monroe.  La  ,  and  Margaret 
Bryan  Coordinator  of  Global  Concerns, 
Springhill.  Louisiana,  were  the  Louisiana 
Conference  delegates. 

The  hour  of  intent  study  was  divided 
into  6  Struggle  Groups:  employment, 
immigration,  health,  media,  agricultural 
policies  and  criminal  justice. 

Outstanding  speakers  were  a  source  of 
insiration,  Billie  Nowahbi,  National 
Division,  BGM,  a  descendent  of  the 
native  minority  group,  enlightened  the 
group  with  legends  of  the  American 
Indian. 

Cain  Felder,  former  Executive 
Director  of  Black  Methodist  Renewal, 
using  the  text.  Luke  6:  30-38  told  us,  Jesus 
was  concerned  about  the  disposed  people 
of  His  day.  Sympathy  is  not  enough.  We 
must  have  empathy,  and  feel  the  pain  of 
our  fellowman. 

Peggy  Billings,  former  missionary  in 
South  Korea,  now  with  the  Womens 
Division,  and  chairman  for  the  North 
American  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  in 
Korea,  spelled  out  a  constructive  U.S. 
Human  Rights  Policy.  It  would  be  global, 
open,  and  offer  more  opportunities  for 
input  from  competent  non-governmental 
organizations  such  as  the  church. 

Roy  Sano  of  Japanese  descent,  now 
Professor  of  Religion  at  the  Pacific 
School  of  Theology,  Berkley,  made  the 
Bible  come  alive.  Mr.  Sano  experienced 
concentration  camp  at  the  age  of  ten.  He 
now  asks,  “Is  the  Holy  Spirit  at  work  in 
thr  moveTfrenr  of  liberation  Joshua 
defines  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  “The 
land  is  yours,  take  it.”  Could  this  spell 
out  the  Westward  Movement?  Hawaii? 
Philippines?  Christianity  in  America  has 
been  shaped  by  the  Joshua  movement 
but  it  is  now  exhausted.  The  next  stage 
is  the  book  of  Judges.  You  may  be 
liberated,  but  new  oppression  will  arise. 
Freedom  comes  through  the  Liberation 
Movement.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  not  Caesar,  Kaiser.  Redemption  is 
to  overthrow  the  reign  of  evil.  Human 
Rights,  therefore,  is  not  a  political  issue 
but  an  issue  of  Jesus. 

Susan  Susman.  an  attorney  at  law, 
New  York  City,  spoke  on  Immigration, 
and  does  not  feel  that  Carter’s  three-part 
proposal  for  amnesty  is  a  satisfactory 
solution.  Her  view  is  also  an  ‘Open  Door’ 
policy. 

Janet  Sehnenk  of  the  North  American 
Congress  on  Latin  America,  defined  the 


Around  the  Conference 


voluntarily  chose  to  remember  the 
foundation  with  special  gifts.  Of  the 
several  thousand  dollars  received  most 
gifts  were  undesignated  and  will  become 
a  part  of  the  Permanent  funds  of  the 
Foundation. 

si  n  Hen  I  al  Perkins 
to  intern  in  Liberia 


Death  Notice 

Mr,  Henry  D.  Bahnsen,  80,  a  life¬ 
long  Methodist  and  a  member  of  the 
Hornbeck  UMC  died  December  26, 
1977. 

Rev.  Thad  Carter  and  Dr.  L. 
Eugene  Harris;  Marshall,  Texas,  a 
former  pastor,  conducted  the 
funeral  services.  Interment  was  at 
Holly  Grove  Cemetery. 

Survivors  include  his  wife.  Mrs. 
Bahnsen.  and  a  daughter.  Mary 
Louise  Bahnsen  Guinn. 


The  Rev.  Ester  Hammond  receives 
from  the  Rev.  James  Poole  a  gift  check 
for  $1,000  from  her  home  church 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  of  Bogalusa, 
Louisiana.  Ester,  an  ordained  deacon  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  and  a  student 
in  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  will  be 
spending  her  intern  year  in  Liberia, 
Africa.  ESM’s  contribution  will  help 
Ester  be  a  part  of  this  first  intern  group 
from  SMU  to  serve  outside  the  United 
States.  ( See  inside  pages. ) 

Of  Special  Interest 
On  The  Inside  Pages 

Pleas  for  open  meetings  made 

by  church  press . Page  3 

Liturgists  warned  to  keep 

in  touch  Page  4 


One  of  the  nation's  most  widely  known  collegiate  choral  organizations,  the 
Centenary  College  Choir,  will  present  a  free  evening  in  concert  at  6:30  and  7:00  p.m. 
on  January  29  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church.  The  church  is  the  sponsor  of 
this  concert.  In  concert,  the  young  singers  from  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 
Louisiana  will  exhibit  the  musical  quality  and  showmanship  that  have  been  the 
choir’s  trademarks  for  36  years. 

The  Centenary  Choir  will  be  on  the 
program  at  the  Monroe  District 
Conference  to  be  at  First  UMC,  Monroe 
February  5  at  3:00  p.m.  Dr.  Donald 
Webb  will  bring  the  inspirational 
message  to  the  assembly. 


The  National  Meeting  of  Society  of 
Biblical  Literature  and  American 
Academy  of  Religion  met  in  San 
Francisco  in  December.  Dr.  Webb 
Pomeroy  Director  of  T.  L.  James  Chair 
of  Religion,  read  the  scholarly  paper, 
“The  meanings  and  significance  of  the 
terms  ‘Son  of  David’  and  ‘Son  of  God’  to 
the  interpretation  of  Romans  1:2-4.” 


illegal  alien  as  the  escape  goat.  no*t 
taking  jobs  from  us  and  causing, 
unemployment.  These  people  make  les.*> 
than  those  oni  welfare.  When  a  garment 
factory  employer  must  pay  $2.99  p*>r 
hour  and  can  go  to  a  third  world  count  ry 
and  pay  27  cents  per  hour,  why  not? 
Thus,  we  have  unemployment. 

George  Houser,  Executive  Directo  r  of 
the  American  Committee  on  Africa, 
stated  the  purpose  of  the  committee:  to 
support  the  right  of  African  Peopl  e  for 
independence,  to  help  with  immigrants 
and  to  deal  w  ith  movements. 

Ricardo  Potter,  the  Dominican 
Republic,  spoke  on  the  Haitians  an.d  their 
struggle  for  existence  The  muJti- 
national  corporation  has  bought  their 
land  Their  wages  are  insufficient.  The 
Haitian  may  try  to  escape  i.nto  our 
country  wher  e  the  media  portrays  him  as 
undesirable;  hence,  jail  or  rejection.  He 
may  return  home  to  a  slow  death  of 
starvation  or  he  may  prefer  to  shoot 
himself 

To  visualme  better  the  st.ru  ggle  for 
human  rights  and  to  provide;  subject 
matter  for  thie  discussion  groups,  films 
were  shown  Among  the  films  shown 
were  “The  Rising  Tide,”  which 
portrayed  the  high  degree  of  racial 
discrimination  existing  in  South  Africa: 
“A  Minor  Altercation”  uited  racial 
problems  within  the  Uniter  J  States;  and 
“The  Inheritance”  gave  uo  new  insights 
of  the  labor  p  roblems  with  in  our  country 

The  Louisiana  Delegates  concentrated 
on  the  Immigration  disc  ussion  group.  In 
the  first  quarter  of  1  977,  $49  million 
flowed  into  Mexico  in  t?ne  form  of  credits 
and  investments  by  foreign  countries. 
Transnationals  took  '$366  million  out  of 
the  country  in  profits ,  royalties,  etc.  This 
contributes  t  o  one  of  the  major  causes  of 
undocument  ed  worlcers  migrating  to  the 
United  States. 

The  seminar  was  a  spirit  of  revival. 
Songs,  devotionals,  and  legislation 
studied,  caused  the  delegates  to  dedicate 
themselves  to  continue  the  struggle  for 
human  rights  of  mankind. 

Cassette  service 

Giant  savings  are  in  store  for  those 
who  invest  $10. 00! 

Upon  receipt  of  subscription,  a  tape 
will  be  mailed.  When  it  is  returned, 
another  one  ’*rill  be  forthcoming.  It’s 
simple  and  automatic.  If  interested  in 
getting  up-to-date  Thesis,  Catalyst  and 
tape-of-the-Month  cassette  tapes,  send 
the  completed  form  with  a  check  or 
money  order-  payable  to  Council  on 
Ministries.  P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  711 04. 
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The  Uptown  United  Methodist  Men  of 
New  Orleans,  representing  Carrollton, 
Napoleon  Avenue.  Parker  Memorial  and 
Rayne  Memorial  Churches,  installed 
their  new  Officers  for  1978  on  December 
eighth  at  a  Church  Supper  held  at 
Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church. 

New  Officers  are  George  Woodward, 
President  (Carrollton);  Ralph  Hogan, 
Vice  President  (Parker) ;  Lee  Arthur 
Johnson,  Secretary  (Napoleon  Avenue); 
and  Louis  Williams.  Treasurer 
(Carrollton). 

The  Uptown  United  Methodist  Men  of 
New  Orleans  meet  on  a  revolving  basis 
monthly  at  different  churches  for  supper 
and  program. 


Rev.  Louis  Augustine.  Jr.,  pastor 
stands  in  front  of  the  newly  purchasec 
bus  by  Thompson  UMC  with  the  businesi 
committee  Mrs.  Joyce  Williams.  Mrs 
Emelda  Foy,  Mrs.  Hilda  George;  chair 
person 


Rev.  Augustine  Is  shown  with  Mrs.  Jac¬ 
queline  Franklin,  chairperson  of  the  110th 
Anniversary  celebration  and  Mrs. 
Emelda  Foy  co-chairman. 


A.  B.  "Hap"  Ewing  is  looking  at  a  25 
year  perfect  Sunday  School  attendance 
certificate  presented  to  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Parker  two  years  ago.  She  has  just  begun 
her  28th  year  in  the  Bossier  City  First 
United  Methodist  Sunday  School. 


Two  charges  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  are  already  paid  in  full  1978! 

WHITE  S  CHAPEL  UMC.  BUNKIE,  LA,  ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  has  paid  their 
total  conference  askings  of  $408.00.  Rev.  Clyde  W.  Averett  is  pastor. 

THE  LAKE  PROVIDENCE  UMC  MONROE  DISTRICT  paid  in  full  their  1978 
askings  of  $9,580.00.  Rev.  Wallace  P.  Blackwood  is  pastor. 
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Reaching  ‘unchurched’  is  task 
UMC  must  not  leave  to  chance 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

IT 


How  many  persons  should  be  involved 
in  evangelism? 

The  expected  answer  to  that  question 
in  the  church  usually  has  been:  “All 
Christians  should  be  involved  in 
evangelism." 

Nothing  could  be  truer  when  we  speak 
of  evangelism  in  the  broad  sense  of 
sharing  the  Good  News.  We  are  all 
evangelists  —  or  should  be  —  to  our 
friends,  families  and  communities,  in  our 
words  and  our  deeds. 

But  too  many  of  us  through  the  years 
.have  used  that  Christian  ideal  of  “all 
lieing  evangelists"  to  deny  the  urgent 
need  for  some  of  us  to  become  uniquely 
involved  in  specific  types  of  evangelism 
—  foremost  among  them  the  discipling  of 
,th  e  unchurched.  Often  when  we  have  said 
i  t  is  everyone’s  duty  to  reach  the 
unchurched  we  have  created  situations 
w  here  it  is  specifically  no  one’s  duty. 

For  this  reason,  we  were  pleased  by 
tho  recent  remarks  of  Dr.  Donald 
Me  Gavran,  head  of  the  Institute  of 
Church  Growth  at  Fuller  Theological 
Sem  inary,  in  a  speech  before  the  United 
Metliodist  Congress  on  Evangelism  in 
Miami,  Florida  (see  TM/UMR,  Jan.  20). 


Dr.  McGavran  suggested  that  10 
percent  of  the  laypersons  active  in  each 
local  church  should  be  involved  in  some 
type  church  growth  work.  He  pointed  out 
the  obvious  fact  —  often  idealistically  put 
aside  —  that  not  everyone  who  is  a 
Christian  has  a  gift  for  reaching  the 
unchurched. 

As  we  look  around  United  Methodism 
we  find  few  local  churches  where  any 
organized  effort  at  this  sort  of 
evangelism  is  taking  place  —  let  alone 
where  as  many  as  10  percent  of  the 
members  are  engaged  in  it. 

We  hope  local  congregation  will 
improve  that  situation. 

We  urge  each  local  church  to  take  a 
serious  look  at  its  intentional  efforts  to 
reach  the  unchurched  and  realistically 
to  assess  how  many  members  are 
involved  in  those  efforts. 

The  best  level  of  participation  may  or 
may  not  be  the  10  percent  Dr.  McGavran 
suggests,  but  we  believe  it  is  important 
that  some  goal  be  set  by  each  local 
church.  Evangelizing  the  unchurched  is 
too  important  a  task  to  be  left  to  chance. 
We  must  intentionally  get  on  with  it. 


Here  I  Stand 


JANUARY  27.  1978 


Inner  environment 
is  most  important  4L 


Sen.  Humphrey  ‘treated  God  well’ 


Seldom  in  American  history  has  a 
political  leader  been  so  eulogized  as 
Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  of 
Minnt’so  ta .  who  died  of  canc  er  Jan.  13. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio 
local  edition  welcomed 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  a 
new  local  church  edition  fit  Broadway 
UMC  in  New  Philadelphia.  Ohio  (East 
Ohio  Annua  I  Conference). 

Each  wee'k  300  subscriber-families  at 
Broadway  \'JMC  will  receive  a  local 
church  edition  of  TM/UMH  with  local 
church  news  printed  on  the  front  page, 
annual  conference  news  printed  on  the 
back  page  and  general  church  news 
and  comment  printed  on  four  inside 
pages. 

To  subscribers  to  this  new  edition  we 
say  “Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  newspaper  informative 
and  that  you  wih1  join  with  our  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
“Letters  to  the  Editor." 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  outpouring  of  love  from  the  public 
he  served  and  from  both  his  political 
comrades  and  foes  has  been  overwhelm¬ 
ing. 

We  in  the  Christian  community  will 
remember  Senator  Humphrey  for  the 
concerns  we  shared  with  him:  civil 
rights,  human  rights,  economic  rights, 
nuclear  disarmament,  full  employment, 
health  care  and  education— concerns 
that  go  beyond  political  battlelines  to  the 
heart  of  Christian  compassion. 

We  also  will  remember  him  as  a  fellow 
pilgrim  in  the  Christian  faith.  Several 
times  he  stated  his  belief  that  “the  way 
we  treat  people  is  the  way  we  treat  God." 
When  he  was  Vice  President  he  stated 
that  belief  to  a  woman  he  was 
congratulating  after  she  was  named 
“Mother  of  the  Year.”  He  added:  “If 
that’s  so,  you  have  been  treating  God 
real  well." 

Senator  Humphrey  was  a  person  who 
treated  God  "real  well." 

We  join  with  others  of  all  faiths  and  all 
political  persuasions  around  the  world  in 
honoring  him  and  the  work  he  did. 


The  !M««i 
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Art  Museum. 


By FRANCES  W.  BURR 

But  what  became  of  the  gifts  the  Wise 
Men  brought, 

The  gold  and  frankincense  and  bitter 
myrrh? 

Did  Joseph  use  the  money  when  he 
sought 

Save  refuge  in  Egypt  for  the  Child  and 
her  — 

His  mother?  Perhaps  he  found  that  he 
must  sell 

It  all  as  they  returned,  to  pay  the  way 

To  Galilee.  Or  else  did  Mary  tell 


The  gifts 


The  growing  Boy,  with  awe,  about 
that  day 

When  Kings  brought  gifts  —  handing 
to  Him  the  gold 

And  other  precious  things  for  His  own 
use? 

As  He  grew  older,  Jesus  could  not  hold 

Such  costly  treasures,  if  He  saw 
abuse, 

Injustice.  Always  what  He  had.  He 
gave; 

As  later  on,  “Himself  He  could  not 
save." 


By  HARVEY  N.  CHINN 

"Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for 
out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life."  (Prov. 
4:23).  In  an  era  that  is  rapidly 
transferring  responsibility  from  the 
individual  to  society,  we  need  to  ponder 
deeply  this  magnificent  truth  from  the 
Bible.  Dr.  William  Glasser.  former 
psychiatrist  at  the  Ventura  School  for 
Girls,  tells  about  the  14-year-old  girl  who 
opened  her  conversation  with  him. 
"Where  has  society  gone  wrong  that  I  am 
here?"  To  one  extent  or  another,  we  are 
all  making  this  same  excuse  — 
projecting  blame  for  our  mistakes  and 
failures  on  society,  its  institutions  and 
the  external  environment. 

It  is  fast  becoming  standard  criminal 
theory  to  view  the  criminal  not  as  the 
doer  of  evil,  but  as  the  victim  of  evil. 
More  often  than  not,  society  is  put  on 
trial  and  found  guilty,  while  the  criminal 
is  exonerated  as  the  victim  of  a  sick 
society. 

Alcoholism  has  been  redefined  as  a 
sickness,  which  is  another  way  of  saying 
that  alcoholics  are  no  more  responsible 
for  their  drinking  than  polio  victims  are 
responsible  for  their  polio.  The  same 
argument  is  being  applied  to  drug 
addiction.  There  is  now  a  well- 
orchestrated  attempt  to  redefine 
homosexuality  as  a  genetic,  hormonal 
condition  over  which  an  individual  has  no 
control. 

To  carry  this  logic  to  an  extreme,  there 


iWy  W  itness 

Funeral  flowers  are  wasteful 


By  WILLIAM  R.  MATHENY 

At  a  recent  board  meeting,  the  board 
chairman  asked  for  a  collection  to  pay 
for  flowers  that  had  been  sent  to  a 
funeral  of  an  aunt  of  our  former  pastor.  I 
don’t  know  how  much  was  collected  — 
$25.00  or  $30.00  —  the  amount  is 
immaterial.  It  started  me  to  thinking 
what  a  waste  it  was  to  pay  for  flowers 
that  had  long  since  been  thrown  in  the 
trash. 

The  church  was  formed  to  feed  the 
hungry,  to  alleviate  suffering,  and  to 
spread  the  Word  of  God.  Yet  we,  the 
church,  spend  tremendous  sums  of 
money  for  flowers  (for  funerals)  when 
there  are  people  going  hungry,  poor 
people  who  need  medical  care,  and  a 


world  that  is  hungry  for  the  Word  of  God. 

The  Gideons  have  a  Living  Memorial 
Bible  Plan  in  almost  all  funeral  homes 
and  in  many  churches  whereby  Bibles 
can  be  placed  in  over  a  hundred 
countries  around  the  world  in  memory  of 
a  deceased  love  one.  There  are  many 
research  organizations  that  need  funds 
for  research  on  heart  disease,  birth 
defects,  cancer,  etc. 

United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  could 
rebuild  the  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans 
(home  for  the  aged)  in  just  a  few  years 
for  what  we  spend  for  flowers  for 
funerals. 

When  my  time  comes  to  go  to  be  with 
the  Lord,  if  you  want  to  honor  my 
memory,  please  do  it  by  buying  a  pair  of 


shoes  for  a  poor  person,  or  buying  a  case 
of  baby  food  for  a  needy  child,  or  place 
Bibles,  but  please  do  not  desecrate  my 
grave  with  a  lot  of  flowers  fbr  the 
caretaker  to  have  to  haul  off  the  day 
after  my  funeral. 

“For  all  flesh  is  as  grass  and  all  the 
glory  of  man  as  the  flower  of  grass.  The 
grass  withereth,  and  the  flower  thereof 
falleth  away.  But  the  Word  of  the  Lord 
endureth  forever. ”  (I  Peter  1 : 24-25 ) . 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  William  R. 
Matheny,  is  a  member  of  Memorial  UMC 
in  Bogalusa,  Louisiana  (Louisiana 
Annual  Conference). 


Readers  debate  Dr.  Fosdick ,  Harvey  Cox ,  death  penalty 


Dr.  Fosdick  iipprecitiied 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  testimony  of  Michael 
Daves  on  the  life  and  spirit  of  Harry 
Emerson  Fosdick  (TM/UMR,  Jan.  6). 
Dr.  Fosdick ’s  books  "The  Modem  Use  of 
the  Bible”  and  “Guide  to  Understanding 
the  Bible”  testify  to  the  biblical 
centering  of  his  life  and  preaching.  His 
controversies  with  Presbyterian 
orthodoxy  and  biblical  liberalism  were 
based  on  sound  schola:rship  within 
Christian  commitment. 

There  is  another  side  of  Dr.  Fosdick 
that  impressed  me  as  I  studied  under 
him  and  worked  for  tw.o  years  at 
Riverside  Church.  During  the  war  years 
Dr.  Fosdick  and  his  Union  Seminary 
colleague  Dr.  Reinhold  Neibuhr  were  in 
serious  disagreement  over  Christian 
involvement  in  the  war.  We  would  hear 
the  pacifist  position  from  Sunday  pulpit 
and  a  counter  position  in  Tuesday  chapel. 
Yet  the  respect  of  these  two  great  giants 
of  the  faith  for  each  other  never 
diminished.  They  could  and  did  differ  in 
love  There  is  a  message  here  for  us  as 
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the  church  today  deals  with  divisive  and 
emotive  issues. 

Another  point  of  interest  to  today’s 
clergy  is  that  Dr.  Fosdick  never  had  a 
driver’s  license.  As  Mr.  Daves  pointed 
out,  “he  was  no  sermon  machine.”  Yet 
he  was  also  not  “at  a  meeting" 
somewhere.  But  he  was  available  and  a 
friend  to  his  people  and  to  this  student. 

JohnD.  Wolf 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Forgot  sin 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  the  article 
written  by  the  Rev.  Michael  Daves  about 
the  preaching  of  Dr.  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick. 

I  used  to  room  in  a  home  in 
Washington, D.C.  where  the  landlady’s 
daughter  always  listened  to  Dr.  Fosdick 
on  Sunday  morning.  Somehow  —  he 
never  seemed  to  get  to  me  with  the  truth 
that  a  person  needs  to  acknowledge  that 
he  is  a  sinner  in  the  need  of  the  Saviour, 
Jesus  Christ.  So  naturally  I  did  not 
continue  to  listen  to  him. 

The  gospel  that  is  still  correct  and 
needs  to  be  preached  and  distributed  in 
any  way  that  the  Lord  would  have  each 
Christian  to  do  is  John  3: 16-21. 

Dorothy  K.  Lowther 

Martinsburg,  West  Virginia 

Literature  not  ‘porno* 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  a  sense  of  regret  that  I  read 
“Pornography,  pious  literature  called 
same"  in  the  Jan.  6  issue  of  TM/UMR.  I 
disagree  with  the  idea  expressed  by  the 
theologian,  Harvey  Cox,  when  he  places 
pornography,  “The  Upper  Room"  and 
“Guideposts"  in  the  same  category, 
claiming  they  all  “appeal  to  prurient 
interests.” 

It  is  possible  that  I  have  not  understood 
what  he  was  saying,  but  if  so,  I  wonder 
why  TM/UMR  would  give  space  to  such 
an  article,  one  which  could  be  misleading 
to  many.  Is  there  such  a  dearth  of  factual 
and  doctrinally  sound  material  that  such 
controversial  material  merits  space  in 
our  church  paper? 

These  are  days  in  which  “the  faith" 
needs  the  support  of  all  of  us.  The  laity  is 
looking  for  answers  to  questions.  The 
fact  that  many  young  people  are  opting 
for  far-out  cults  should  speak  to  us. 
Articles  such  as  the  one  I’ve  protested  do 
nothing  to  help  us. 

With  theologians  such  as  Harvey  Cox, 
Madelyn  Murray  O’Hair  can  discontinue 
her  campaign  for  atheism.  Her  aims 
will  be  achieved  by  our  own  Christian  ( ? ) 
theologians.  __ 

Mozelle  H.  Thomas 
Bridge  City,  Texas 

No  2i I U* r n H t i w  « i v r n 

To  the  Editor: 

I  see  where  the  Stockholm  Conference 
has  come  out  against  the  death  penalty 
without  providing  any  viable  alternative 
(TM/UMR.  Jan  6)  Do  these  people 
really  believe  that  a  lifetime  in  a  barred 
cell  is  not  cruel  and  inhuman 
punishment?  When  a  person  is  deprived 
of  the  “abundant  life"  of  which  Christ 
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spoke,  how  can  we  make  amends? 

I  am  also  interested  in  the  feelings  of 
the  conference  members  about  the 
victims  of  those  who  maim  and  kill  their 
fellowman.  If  there  is  more  to  be 
reported  out  of  the  conference,  let  us 
have  that  information;  if  not,  I  can 
assure  you  that  they  do  not  speak  for  me. 
There  has  to  be  a  better  way  to  protect 
society  without  placing  additional 
burdens  upon  the  society.  Until  they  are 
found  and  put  into  practice,  I  believe  the 
death  penalty  for  premeditated  murder 
is  in  order.  I  have  agonized  over  this 
problem  for  several  years  and  I  am  still 
searching  for  an  answer  that  will  not 
contradict  my  Christian  beliefs  and 
principles.  The  need  to  present  possible 
solutions  to  the  problem  is  acute,  but  let’s 
not  think  that  what  the  Stockholm 
Conference  proposes  has  any  worth  by  its 
negation  while  lacking  positive 
proposals.  L.  Elmo  Snedaker 

Berkshire,  New  York 

Stor\  mislemlin^ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined  “Divorced 
clergy  say  vocation  not  at  fault”  in  the 
January  13  issue  of  TM/UMR  is  a  very 
poor  and  misleading  story.  I  personally 
have  worked  with  more  than  24  clergy 
divorces  in  the  past  six  years  and  my 
findings  are  not  supportive  of  their 
results. 

First  of  all,  they  interviewed  those 
persons  still  in  the  ministry,  and  I  would 
agree  that  those  of  us  who  have  stayed  in, 
the  ministry  have  found  church  people  to 
be  supportive.  But  there  are  many  other 
persons  who  have  given  up  ministry  as 
their  vocation  just  because  their 
profession  was  part  of  the  problem. 

Secondly,  the  charge  that  infidelity  is  a 
major  cause  of  divorce  does  not  hold  up 
in  my  experience.  In  fact,  that  does  not 
even  hold  up  with  the  public  in  general. 
To  say  that  nine  of  every  ten  divorces 
involves  infidelity  is  probably  the  most 
misleading  statement  I  have  read  in  the 
Reporter  since  it  began  publication.  If  it 
is  over  thirty  percent,  I  would  be 
surprised. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  person  who 
wrote  that  article  was  coming  from  a 
very  narrow  religious  perspective  and 


made  a  lot  of  emotional  and  judgmental 
statements  rather  than  reporting  the 
facts.  I  have  found  that  professional 
demands  and  economics  are  the  two 
biggest  problems  faced  by  clergy 
families.  We  need  more  study  on  a 
national  level  so  we  can  suggest  ways  to 
help  solve  the  rising  divorce  rate  among 
clergy. 

But  twenty-four  hardly  is  a  survey!  I 
personally  work  with  hundreds  of 
divorced  persons  each  year  and  that 
article  did  not  even  hit  close  to  the  mark. 

James  L.  Ramsey 
Whittier,  California 

Ministers  hitve  neetl.s  loo 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  letter  of  January  6 
headed  “Need  realistic  salaries,” 
ministers  are  a  gift  from  heaven,  just  as 
life  is  a  gift  for  all  of  us. 

Don’t  we  care  about  the  life  given  us  — 
even  giving  it  a  few  luxuries?  If  we  take 
our  life  as  a  gift  with  no  responsibilities 
to  care  for  it,  we  are  in  sad  shape.  Our 
sight  is  also  one  of  our  gifts  from  heaven. 
Do  we  care  for  it  or  do  we  abuse  it? 

Ministers  have  the  same  financial 
problems  as  all  of  us  —  doctor  bills, 
college  children,  children  getting 
married,  plans  for  retirement,  etc.  If  we 
don’t  support  our  minister  according  to 
his  needs,  he  will  necessarily  have  to 
take  another  job  also  —  then  we  are 
faced  with  another  situation. 

The  minister  received  the  same  gift  of 
life  from  heaven  as  we  did  and  is  just  as 
human  as  we  are.  Anna  Hess 

Pecos.  Texas 

I  el  s  hope  OFO  doesn't 
eheek  uponehureh 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  long 
proclaimed  its  leadership  in  the 
ordination  of  women,  for  a  period 
exceeding  twenty  years.  Yet.  less  than 
one  percent  of  Methodist  clergy  are 
women.  There  have  been  no  women 
elected  lu  the  office  of  bishop.  Only  one 
woman  currently  serves  as  a  district 
superintendent,  and  this  is  in  a  rural  and 
sparsely  populated  area.  Few,  if  any, 
women  have  ever  been  appointed  as 
senior  ministers  in  medium  and  larger 


sized  (higher  salaried)  United  Methodist 
Churches  tnroughout  the  United  States. 

From  this  record,  one  can  only  assume 
that:  ( 1 )  all  Methodist  women  clergy  are 
incompetent,  or  that  (2)  women  have  not 
been  accepted  as  equals  and  accorded 
equal  rights  within  the  all  male 
episcopacy  and  clergy  who  control  the 
administration  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Let  us  all  hope  (and  pray)  that  the 
Office  of  Equal  Opportunity  does  not  stop 
at  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Roland  P.  White 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

Little  representation 

To  the  Editor  : 

In  view  of  the  letters  and  articles 
concerning  whether  our  church  and  the 
General  Conference  reflect  the  views  of 
the  people  or  just  a  few  at  the  top,  I  felt  I 
had  to  write. 

I  belong  to  a  small  church  where  every 
member  counts.  However,  it  came  to  my 
attention  that  the  “Discipline”  says  a 
member  may  vote  only  in  a  church 
conference.  Only  board  members  and 
preachers  may  vote  at  a  charge 
conference. 

A  church  conference  is  called  only  by 
the  board  or  the  district  superintendent, 
or  by  petition  of  10  percent  of  the  mem¬ 
bership.  Most  business  (elections,  etc.)  is 
done  in  a  charge  conference.  Where  does 
this  leave  the  average  member,  when  he 
has  to  petition  to  have  a  say-so. 

I  hope  the  next  “Discipline”  will 
change  this.  ..  .  „  „  . 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Cammack 

Beaumont,  Texas 


**>  Chinn 

is  a  recent  court  case  in  the  Bay  Area 
where  a  young  man  sued  the  school 
board,  claiming  that  he  is  the  victim  of 
an  inferior  education.  He  is  asking  for  a 
large  amount  of  money  on  the  grounds 
that  the  school  board  failed  to  properly 
instruct  him.  He  claims  that  it  is  not  his 
fault  that  he  graduated  from  high  school 
without  an  education;  the  fault  lies  in  the 
system. 

This  line  of  thinking  has  no  limits  for  it 
completely  exonerates  the  individual  by 
blaming  the  external  environment. 
Human  behavior  is  explained  by  an 
unhappy  childhood,  mistreatment  by 
parents,  the  primal  experience,  sibling 
rivalry,  the  diet  of  the  pregnant  mother, 
discrimination  by  society,  too  much 
money,  too  little  money,  etc.  Individuals 
are  seen  not  as  sovereign  souls  reacting 
to  their  environment,  but  as  subjects  who 
are  created  and  molded  by  external 
circumstances. 

Over  against  this  prevailing  social 
theory  is  the  biblical  view  of  personal 
responsibility.  “Out  of  the  abundance  of 
the  heart  the  mouth  speaks,"  Jesus  said. 
“The  good  man  out  of  his  good  treasure 
brings  forth  good,  and  the  evil  man  out  of 
his  evil  treasure  brings  forth  evil"  (Mt. 
12  :  34-35).  The  Master  saw  human 
behavior  as  springing  from  the  inner 
environment. 

One  of  our  Lord’s  best-known  parables 
concerned  two  sons,  born  of  the  same 
parents,  raised  in  the  same  home,  fed  the 
same  diet,  subjected  to  the  same 
environment,  members  of  the  same 
religion;  yet  they  turned  out  so 
differently.  Why? 

Because  deep  within  the  sanctuary  of 
his  heart  the  prodigal  son  made  a 
decision  to  leave  home,  to  travel  to  a  far 
country  and  to  spend  his  inheritance. 
Eventually,  he  “came  to  himself"  and 
returned  home.  This  young  man  created 
his  own  environment  and  ultimately 
suffered  the  consequences. 

Jesus  saw  individuals,  not  as  victims  of 
the  environment,  but  as  creators  of  an 
inner  environment  that  determines 
character,  happiness  and  success.  The 
golden  age  cannot  be  ushered  in  by 
rearranging  the  externals  of  society,  but 
only  by  an  inner  renewal.  Christ  began 
with  the  person,  not  the  masses.  He  said, 
“Ye  must  be  born  anew.” 

Simple  happiness  is  largely  the  result 
of  the  inner  environment  that  we  create. 
Lincoln  said,  “A  man  is  about  as  happy 
as  he  makes  up  his  mind  to  be.”  How 
true!  We  create  our  own  atmosphere. 

I  have  observed  this  secret  many  times 
in  convalescent  hospitals.  Some  fight  the 
hospital  from  the  very  first  moment. 
They  are  unhappy,  they  complain,  they 
move  from  one  hospital  to  another, 
creating  ill  will  and  dissatisfaction 
wherever  they  go.  Others ^eem  to  bring 
sunshine  with  them  and  make  the  best  of 
an  unwelcome  environment. 

Our  attitude  toward  our  work  is  more 
the  key  to  success  than  the  conditions 
that  are  forced  upon  us.  There  are 
unpleasant  aspects  about  any  job.  If  we 
magnify  the  slights  and  hurts  and 
conspiracies,  we  will  be  defeated  from 
the  beginning.  We  create  our  own 
environment  on  thejob. 

Happiness  in  the  home  comes  from 
within.  Modern  advertising  perpetrates  a 
huge  fraud  upon  us  with  the  claim  that 
thick  carpets  and  luxurious  furniture  are 
the  keys  to  gracious  living.  When  it 
comes  to  finding  happiness  in  the  home, 
the  environment  that  we  create  is  ten 
times  more  important  than  the  luxuries 
with  which  we  surround  ourselves. 

The  essence  of  the  spiritual  life  is  that 
it  is  of  the  spirit.  Jesus  always 
challenged  the  inner  person.  He  purified 
the  wellsprings  of  the  soul.  The  living 
presence  of  Christ  is  the  key  to 
happiness. 

As  we  journey  through  life,  let  us  not 
pity  ourselves  as  victims  of  the 
environment;  rather,  let  us  culminate 
the  environment  within. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Harvey  N.  Chinn,  is  pastor  of  Faith  UMC 
in  Sacramento,  California  (California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference). 
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YES!  Someone  is  ready  to  respond  to  your  questions,  concerns, 
and  suggestions  about  United  Methodist  curriculum.  The  main 
function  of  CURRIC-U-PHONE  is  to  help  local  churches  interpret 
and  use  these  resources.  Call  our  toll-free  number  and  trained 
personnel  will  answer  your  questions  firsthand  or  refer  you  to 
someone  who  can! 

Call  1-800-251-8591  from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  (CST)  toll-free. 

•Tennessee  residents  are  asked  to  call  615-749-6482  collect 
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Preaching  complaints 
rare  from  regulars 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 


Senior  Staff  Writer 

RUTHERFORDTON.  N.C.  -  Regular 
churchgoers  apparently  are  not  the 
source  of  loud  complaining  about 
preaching  these  days,  according  to  the 
findings  of  a  recently  completed  study  of 
11  congregations  in  this  area. 

Coupled  with  an  enormous  amount  of 
goodwill  felt  toward  local  pastors  is  a 
great  unwillingness  to  criticize  their 
preaching,  said  the  Rev.  John  Bergland, 
professor  of  preaching  at  Duke  Divinity 
School,  Durham,  N.C.,  who  directed  the 
two-month  study  this  winter. 

In  offering  a  “general  overview”  of  the 
findings  to  TM/UMR,  he  said  laypersons 
will  not  “stomp  on  a  preacher’s 
imperfections,”  but  exercise  “great 
care”  in  attempts  to  heal  sore  points. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  professor  found 
the  laity  have  an  “instinctive 
appreciation  for  good  preaching”  and 
definite  expectations  about  sermonizing. 
Generally,  they  rated  what  they  were 
hearing  during  the  research  period  here 
as  “fair”  to  “good.” 

The  11  congregations  in  Rutherfordton 
County  included  United  Methodist, 
Episcopal,  Baptist  and  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  They  ranged  from  churches 
with  over  500  attending  to  as  few  as  15. 

The  study  also  indicated  that  people  in 
the  pews  find  it  tough  to  define  exactly 
why  they  like  a  sermon.  The  preaching 
professor  said  this  may  be  related  to 
another  finding  that  people’s  evaluation 
of  preaching  is  very  much  at  the 
emotional  level  rather  than  the  rational. 

He  found  members  giving  sharp 
reactions  to  feeling  level  questions  such 
as,  “Did  the  preacher  believe  it?”,  but 
vague  responses  to  rational  level 
questions  such  as,  “Is  the  sermon 
biblical?” 

Looking  for  both  attitudes  and 
expectations  about  preaching,  Mr. 
Bergland  and  his  assistants  started  out 
with  the  hunch  that  if  people  expected 
more  from  their  preachers,  they  would 
get  better  sermons.  A  purpose  of  the 
survey  was  to  “raise  consciousness  of 
good  preaching.”  One  of  the  ways 
devised  to  accomplish  this  was  to  hear  an 
outstanding  visiting  preacher  who  was 
speaking  at  a  church  in  the  area  at  one 
time  during  the  period  of  the  survey. 

Visiting  prof  also  rated 

Members  of  the  11  congregations  then 
were  asked  to  rate  the  sermons  by  the 
visiting  preacher  —  Dr.  Jamison  Jones  of 
Iliff  School  of  Theology,  Denver,  Colo.— 
as  well  as  the  Sunday  sermons  by  their 
local  pastor  over  a  six-week  period. 


What  the  study  bore  out  was  that  the 
visiting  preacher  did  not  change 
members’  minds  about  their  own 
pastor’s  sermons.  They  did  not  rate  their 
preacher  more  negatively  after  hearing 
Dr.  Jones. 

Further,  the  study  found  that  members 
have  expectations  which  when 
sharpened  in  both  their  minds  and  in  the 
minds  of  preachers,  do  result  in  better 
sermons,  more  appreciation  for 
preaching,  and  a  higher  level  of  interest 
all  around. 

Where  the  researcher  thought  pastors 
might  be  uneasy  about  having  20 
laypersons  with  score  cards  rating  them 
over  six  weeks,  Mr.  Bergland  found  that 
the  preachers  liked  the  idea.  Ministers 
said  the  evaluation  questions  helped 
them  prepare  better  by  clarifying 
qualities  of  a  good  sermon.  For  example, 
“Does  the  sermon  have  one  controlling 
idea?  ”  or  “Is  it  grounded  scripturally?  ” 
Mr.  Bergland  said  another  finding  was 
“there  is  a  hunger  for  substance  in 
preaching.  People  don’t  come  to  church 
because  they  want  to  be  entertained. 
They  come  because  they  want  to  hear  the 
Word  of  God.” 

List  of  expectations 
High  on  churchgoer’s  list  of 
expectations  of  a  sermon  are  that  it  be 
“profound,  yet  simple;  straight  forward 
and  easily  understood.” 

Among  other  expectations  are  that  it 
be:  (1)  “clear  and  precise”  and  not 
stated  in  sweeping  generalities;  (2)  Not  a 
commentary  on  the  world  but  a 
theological  perspective  on  contemporary 
issues;  (3)  More  comforting  than 
rebuking  —  yet  offering  correctives  if 
necessary;  (4)  Patient,  yet  with  a  note  of 
urgency;  (5)  Not  carefully  tactful  but 
forthright;  (6)  An  expression  of  the 
preacher’s  own  position  rather  than 
some  quoted  authority. 

Interestingly  enough,  the  study  found, 
people  tend  to  blame  themselves  if  they 
don’t  always  understand  a  sermon.  (Mr. 
Bergland  said,  though,  as  a  professor  of 
preaching,  he  would  not  put  the  blame  on 
the  listener  but  on  the  preacher. ) 

Asked  what  impact  the  findings  might 
have  on  a  teacher  of  preaching,  the  Duke 
seminary  professor  said  he  will 
emphasize  more  heavily  that  sermons: 

•  Be  grounded  thoroughly  both  in  the 
Bible  and  theology; 

•  Be  a  matter  sincerely  believed  by  the 
preacher; 

•  Deal  with  a  subject  of  some  urgency 
and  ultimate  significance  in  the  life  of  the 
congregation; 

•  Be  easily  understood ; 

•  Keep  the  interest  of  the  hearers. 


I'M  school’s  ‘I’eace  Corps’  poes  to  Guatemala 


GREENCASTLE,  Ind.  —  Newsweek  magazine  called  them  part  of  DePauw 
University’s* Peace  Corps."  Indeed  they  could  be,  for  over  1,000  (almost  half)  of  the 
United  Methodist-related  school's  students  participated  during  the  year  in  a 
volunteer  project. 

These  particular  students  and  several  lay  leaders  are  half  of  the  first  contingent  of 
nearly  90  who  left  early  in  January  to  go  to  Guatemala.  They  are  spending  two 
weeks  giving  medical  care  to  jungle  villagers  and  building  community  centers  for 
the  villages  to  use  as  schools  and  churches.  The  pickup  truck  will  be  donated  to  a 
local  mission  as  a  gift  from  DePauw  students.  The  cost  of  this  remarkable  project  to 
Guatemala  is  almost  $40,000,  most  all  of  it  raised  by  the  students  themselves. 

As  chaplain  Fred  Lamar  said.  “We’re  not  trying  to  save  the  world  with  hammers 
and  saws, .  .  .  but  there  is  a  danger  that  college  students  can  become  ghetto  dwellers 
—  white,  suburban,  ghetto  dwellers  who  have  never  seen  anything  more  than  ball 
games,  concerts,  and  their  own  neighborhoods."  i>ki» \ih  r\i\  kilsity  i*iioto 


In  1976 

Church  giving  outpaces  inflation 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Contributions  to 
10  major  U.S.  Protestant  denominations 
out-paced  inflation  in  1976. 

The  churches  reported  contributions 
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totaling  $3,672,406,679,  as  against  $3.4 
billion  in  1975,  an  increase  of  7.1  percent. 
During  the  same  period,  U.S.  inflation 
went  up  six  percent. 

The  10  denomination  gain  in  1976  came 
despite  a  drop  in  membership  from 
29,249,317  to  29,035,907. 

The  churches  are  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  American  Baptist  Churches 
in  the  U.S. A.,  the  American  Lutheran 
Church,  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ),  the  Episcopal  Church, 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. 
(Southern),  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.A.,  and  the  Lutheran  Church- 
Missouri  Synod. 

Meanwhile,  giving  to  43  U.S.  church 
bodies  surveyed  by  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  (NCC)  totaled  $6.2  billion. 
Rate  of  increase  cannot  be  determined 
for  all  43  denominations,  because  the 
same  43  did  not  report  in  1976. 

The  average  church  member  in  the  43 
denominations  reporting  to  NCC’s  Office 
for  Research,  Evaluation  and  Planning 
gave  $149.75  to  the  church.  The  1975 
contributions  averaged  $138.54. 

Of  each  dollar  contributed  in  1976,  21 
cents  was  earmarked  by  congregations 
for  mission  or  other  spending  outside  the 
local  church.  In  1975  about  22  cents  out  of 
every  dollar  went  for  benevolences. 


KELLEY’S  ISLAND,  Ohio  —  J.  Warren  Walton  prepares  to  step  aboard  for  his 
weekly  flight  to  serve  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  on  Kelley’s  Island.  During 
the  summer  and  fall  he  and  his  wife,  Mary,  goby  ferry,  norwalk  district  photo 

Ministry  like  ‘getting 
to  eat  ice  cream  ’ 


KELLEY’S  ISLAND,  Ohio  -  For 
some  people  a  job  is  just  something 
they  get  paid  to  do.  For  others  like  J. 
Warren  Walton  his  job  is  like  getting 
paid  to  eat  ice  cream. 

For  15  years  Mr.  Walton  has  been 
crossing  Lake  Erie’s  temperamental 
waters  with  a  sermon  in  his  pocket 
and  good  fellowship  in  his  heart  to 
serve  the  East  Ohio  Conference’s  only 
island  ministry  at  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Kelley’s  Island. 

Warren  Walton  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
residents  of  Upper  Sandusky, 
commute  by  island  ferry  in  the 
summer  and  fall  till  Thanksgiving 
and  by  plane  when  the  ferry’s  shut 
down  or  the  lake  is  too  rough.  The 
Waltons  make  it  a  point  to  get 
through.  "We’ve  only  missed  six  or 
seven  Sundays  in  15  years  because  of 
weather,”  Mr.  Walton  says.  “We  land 
as  long  as  we  can  find  a  little  bit  of 
runway.  Somehow  God  gets  us 
through.” 

Faithfulness  is  important  to  the 
Waltons.  “It’s  my  calling,”  he  feels. 
“It’s  what  God  wants  me  to  do.  And  I 
am  able  to  do  it  so  I  go.” 

The  makeup  of  both  church 
attendance  and  the  island’s 
population  change  drastically 


Billy  Graham  heads 
‘most  influential’  poll 


between  winter  and  summer.  The 
quiet,  retired  atmosphere  of  a  sleepy 
winter  on  Kelley’s  changes  as  soon  as 
the  first  boats  dock  in  spring.  Mr. 
Walton,  a  part-time  lay  pastor,  said 
the  church  averages  20  in  attendance 
in  winter  and  between  55  and  75 
during  the  summer. 

Warren  and  Mary  try  to  spend  most 
of  the  weekend  on  the  island.  Church 
service  is  held  Sunday;  Saturday  is 
devoted  to  calling  and  ministering  to 
needs.  Most  of  the  church  activities 
are  scheduled  on  the  weekends. 

Warren  Walton  becomes  the  “Rev.” 
on  the  weekend.  The  rest  of  the  week 
he  works  55  to  60  hours  as  a 
superintendent  at  a  grain  elevator  in 
Upper  Sandusky  and  steals  a  few 
hours  away  from  the  evenings  to  farm 
his  52  acre  farm. 

The  Kelley’s  Island  ministry  is 
unique  and  is  served  in  a  unique  way. 
The  East  Ohio  conference  contributes 
$1,000  a  year  for  the  Waltons’  travel 
expenses  to  the  island.  Zion  UMC  pays 
the  minister’s  salary. 

This  edited  version  is  from  an 
article  which  first  appeared  in  the 
Norwalk  District  page  of  " East  Ohio 
Today,”  an  edition  of  TM/UMR. 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  -  Billy  Graham  has 
been  named  the  most  influential  person 
in  the  field  of  religion  in  the  U.S.  today  in 
a  poll  of  35  religion  writers  and  editors  — 
18  from  secular  news  media  and  17  from 
the  religious  press  —  taken  by  The 
Christian  Century  magazine. 

In  reporting  the  results  in  its  Jan.  18 
issue,  the  ecumenical  weekly  noted  that 
it  had  told  the  persons  questioned,  "We 
are  not  asking  who  ought  to  be  most 
influential,  or  those  whose  influence  is 
‘good’ or ‘bad.’  ” 

It  noted  that  “the  clear  winner, 
receiving  almost  unanimous  support,  is 
evangelist  Billy  Graham,  described  by 
one  writer  as  ‘the  one  and  only.’  Another 
respondent  underlined  Graham’s  20th 
Century  role  with  the  comment  that  ‘the 
media  have  made  him  the 
personification  of  religion  in  American 
life.’  Another  noted  that  Graham  ‘has 
preached  the  gospel  to  more  persons 
than  anyone  else  in  history.’  ” 

Second  in  the  poll  was  Martin  E 
Marty,  an  associate  editor  of  The 
Christian  Century,  Fairfax  M.  Cone 
distinguished  service  professor  of  the 
history  of  modern  Christianity  at  the 
University  of  Chicago.  The  magazine 
commented  that  “one  panelist  called  him 
the  ‘No.  1  idea  broker.’  Another  added 
that  he  is  ‘widely  read,  widely  listened 
to.’  ’’ 

Jimmy  Carter,  prominent  Southern 
Baptist  layman  and  President  of  the 
United  States,  ranked  third.  The  Century 
quoted  one  writer  as  having  said  he 
“demonstrates  that  evangelical  religion 
and  politics  mix,”  and  another  as  having 
written  that  he  “sets  the  style  for  the 
born-again  movement  —  has  popularized 
it  so  that  even  hardened  newspaper 
editors  are  sure  there  is  a  revival  going 
on.” 

Fourth  in  the  poll  was  Rabbi  Marc 
Tanenbaum,  national  director  of 
interreligious  affairs  for  the  American 
Jewish  Committee.  Father  Theodore 
Hesburgh,  president  of  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame  and  former  head  of  the  U.S. 


UM  missionaries  indicate 

6 Call’ to  mission  unchanged  by  time 


CINCINNATI  —  What  makes  a  person 
want  to  be  a  missionary  in  1978? 

If  a  TM/UMR  “straw  sampling”  of 
United  Methodist  missionaries  at  a 
mission  conference  here  Jan.  9-14  is  any 
indication,  the  reasons  may  not  be  much 
different  than  they  were  a  century  ago. 

A  “call”  of  one  kind  or  another  was 
most  often  given  as  their  motivation  for 
mission  by  25  missionaries  TM/UMR 
talked  to  during  the  first-ever  joint 
conference  between  persons  serving 
mission  posts  both  in  the  United  States 
and  overseas.  While  most  persons  could 
identify  the  “call”  with  a  specific  time 
when  they  felt  uniquely  urged  to 
mission,  a  few  said  the  “call”  was  a  part 
of  a  gradual  process  of  change  that  took 
place  in  them  over  a  longer  period  of 
time. 

The  “calls”  ranged  from  an 
“overpowering  feeling”  one  national 
missionary  got  while  listening  to  a 
speech  by  the  late  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King.  Jr.,  to  a  “pre-teen  bargain”  struck 
with  God  by  a  boy  who  found  himself  in  a 
“bit  of  a  jam.” 

Persons  talked  to  included  overseas 
missionaries,  home  missionaries,  church 
and  community  workers  and  community 
developers.  Their  ages  varied  widely. 
Some  were  just  beginning  mission 
service  and  some  had  been  missionaries 
for  15  years  or  more. 

Among  those  missionaries  who  could 
identify  no  specific  call  to  mission,  most 
told  stories  of  “discovering”  their 
mission  while  engaged  in  it.  These 


The  Senator 
would 
understand 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (RNS)  — 
Everyone  laughed  when  the  Rev. 
Calvin  Didier  apologized  for  the 
length  of  the  two  hour  ten  minute 
funeral  service  here  for  Sen.  Hubert 
Humphrey,  the  “Happy  Warrior”  of 
American  politics. 

There  hadn’t  been  such  a  long 
service  at  House  of  Hope 
Presbyterian  Church  since  Mr. 
Humphrey  preached  himself  there 
several  years  ago.  Mr.  Didier,  the 
church’s  pastor,  told  some  3,000 
persons  who  overflowed  the  church. 

And  in  his  final  prayer, 
commending  to  the  Lord  “the  spirit  of 
thy  servant,  Hubert  Horatio  Hum¬ 
phrey,"  Mr.  Didier  made  another  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  often  long-windedness 
of  the  Minnesota  Senator  and  former 
U.S.  Vice  President. 

“If  he  seems  loquacious,"  he 
prayed,  “be  patient  with  him  Lord,  as 
we  have  been.  For  he  almost  always 
has  a  good  point.” 

Mr.  Didier  said  that  Mr.  Humphrey 
in  making  his  funeral  plans  with  him 
had  requested  a  simple  service  of 
about  an  hour’s  length  and  one 
without  fanfare  and  eulogies. 

“I  have  had  enough  eulogies  for  two 
lifetimes,”  the  Senator  had  said. 

But  since  Mr.  Humphrey  himself 
often  had  broken  the  rules  the  pastor 
said  he  thought  the  congregation 
could,  too,  at  his  funeral. 


included  mostly  persons  who  had  not 
sought  mission  posts  through  the 
denomination’s  mission  board,  but  had 
been  recruited  by  the  church  for  specific 
jobs  in  the  UMC’s  mission  outreach. 

Among  the  stories  of  “calls  to  mission” 
were  the  following: 

David  Hollingsworth,  church  and 
community  worker,  Jackson,  Ohio  —  “I 
went  to  college  to  be  a  civil  engineer. 
During  a  freshman  math  examination 
one  day,  for  no  reason,  I  suddenly  felt 
like  I  needed  to  do  something  to  help 
people.  I  thought  about  it  a  lot  and 
considered  becoming  a  minister,  but 
didn’t  think  that  suited  me  very  well. 
Then  one  day  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
came  to  campus  to  speak.  He  made  quite 
an  impression  on  me  and  on  my  concept 
of  mission.  I  felt  like  I  had  to  get 
involved." 

The  Rev.  Robert  Kenas.  agricultural 
missionary  on  leave  from  Liberia  —  “I 
had  a  conversion  experience,  and 

Plea  for  open 
meetings  made 
by  church  press 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

MEMPHIS  —  First  steps  toward 
bringing  “sunshine”  into  church 
meetings  were  taken  here  by 
professional  United  Methodist 
communicators  as  they  adopted  a 
resolution  calling  for  all  meetings  to  be 
open  to  the  church  and  public  news 
media. 

The  three-point  resolution  will  be 
transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
United  Methodist  Communications  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  become  a 
petition  to  the  1980  General  Conference. 

The  communicators,  meeting  here  for 
a  National  News  Consultation  Jan.  17-19, 
said,  “We  believe  that  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  general 
public  are  entitled  to  complete  and 
reliable  information  regarding  all 
decisions,  actions  and  expenditures 
made  by  official  bodies  of  the  church  at 
all  levels." 

“As  professional  Christian 
communicators  assigned  the  task  of 
transmitting  such  information  to  the 
church’s  membership  and  the  general 
public,  we  believe: 

(1)  “All  meetings  of  official  church 
bodies  should  be  open  to  members  of  the 
news  media,  both  church  and  public,  so 
that  information  may  be  obtained  and 
reported  on  a  first-hand  basis. 

(2)  “That  executives  and  members  of 
official  church  bodies  should  recognize 
the  legitimacy  and  importance  of  such 
information  being  reported. 

(3)  “That  we,  as  professional 
Christian  communicators,  bear  the 
responsibility  of  reporting  the  decisions 
of  church  bodies  accurately  and  honestly 
—  reflecting  not  only  the  decisions  made 
but  also  the  context  in  which  they  were 
made.” 

The  resolution  was  released  to  the 
press  and  will  be  distributed  to  the  UMC 
membership,  through  church  news 
outlets  and  to  annual  conference, 
jurisdictional  and  general  church  bodies, 
bishops,  presidents  and  chief  executives 
of  all  general  and  jurisdictional 
agencies,  Council  on  Ministries  directors 
and  chairpersons  of  all  annual 
conferences. 


afterward  felt  drawn  to  the  Scripture  in 
Matthew  about  feeding  the  hungry.  I 
looked  for  a  way  I  could  be  used  in 
feeding  the  hungry  and  chose  missionary 
service.” 

The  Rev.  Douglas  Crowder,  missionary 
on  leave  from  Zaire  —  “I  became 
a  Christian  at  a  revival  meeting  in 
in  a  little  country  church  when  I  was  in 
the  eighth  grade.  I  had  been  in  a  little  bit 
of  a  jam  and  I  told  God  that  if  He’d  help  • 
me  I  would  become  a  missionary  — 
which  was  the  hardest  thing  I  could  think 
of.  As  I  grew  older  my  prayer 
understandings  matured  and  later  I  went 
to  God  not  with  a  ‘bargain’  but  simply 
with  ‘Thy  will  be  done  in  my  life.’  I  felt 
led  to  the  mission  field  at  this  point  with 
the  objective  of  sharing  His  love  with 
others.” 

Maudine  Holloway,  community 
developer,  Anniston,  Ala.  —  “I  grew  up 
in  a  family  of  18  children.  To  get  along  in 
a  family  that  size  you  have  to  help  each 
other  —  you  had  to  kind  of  be  in  mission 
to  each  other.  My  daddy  farmed,  and 
when  harvest  was  over  and  the  money 
was  in  we  usually  just  had  enough  to  pay 
off  what  we  had  borrowed  to  get  through 
the  winter.  So  each  year  we’d  start  off 
with  nothing  but  each  other.  That  made 
an  impression  on  me.  When  I  was  nine 
years  old  I  started  volunteering  for 
church  work.  I  felt  the  need  to  help 
people  growing  inside  me.  I’ve  been  in 
mission  all  my  life  and  will  never  quit.  ” 

‘Gold  Eagle’  award 
goes  to  church  film 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  ‘‘Minnie 
Remembers,”  a  5-minute,  16mm  color 
film  produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  has  received  a 
“Golden  Eagle”  award  from  the  Council 
on  International  Non-theatrical  Events 
( CINE) .  This  top  CINE  award  makes  the 
UMC  film  eligible  to  represent  the  U.S.  in 
motion  picture  events  abroad. 

The  theme  of  the  film  is  the  loneliness  of 
old  age. 

A  collegial  style  of  direction  was  used 
by  UMC  staff  members  in  the  production 
of  “Minnie  Remembers.”  Producer/ 
director  was  Kay  Henderson;  director/ 
cinematographer,  Wayne  Smith; 
director/sound  engineer,  Phil  Arnold. 
Editor  was  H.  H.  Highfill,  and  Donna 
Swanson  was  the  writer. 


Civil  Rights  Commission,  ranked  fifth. 

Sixth  in  the  Century  survey  was  Oral 
Roberts,  who  was  described  by  the 
magazine  as  “the  Oklahoma 
entrepreneur  who  started  as  a 
Pentecostal  radio  faith  healer,  joined  the 
Methodists  after  he  gained  respectability 
as  an  evangelist."  The  periodical  added. 
“He  now  has  an  impressive  television 
ministry,  a  university  that  bears  his 
name,  and  an  ambitious  plan  for  building 
a  new  hospital  and  health  center  that  will 
make  Tulsa  the  rival  of  Rochester. 
Minn  .  with  its  Mayo  Clinic.” 

Bill  Bright,  founder  and  president  of 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  and 
organizer  of  the  recent  “Here’s  Life, 
America!”  campaign,  was  ranked 
seventh.  Jesse  Jackson,  the  black 
Baptist  minister  who  heads  Operation 
PUSH,  took  eighth  place  in  the  Century 
poll. 

Anita  Bryant,  described  by  the 
magazine  as  “the  noted  anti-homosexual 
crusader  and  television  promoter  of 
Florida  orange  juice,”  ranked  ninth.  One 
panelist  cited  her  "for  feeding  our 
fears,”  while  another  said  she  has 
“galvanized  scattered  religious 
opposition  to  homosexual-role  rights. " 

Tenth  on  the  Century  poll  was  William 
P.  Thompson,  stated  clerk  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches 
Close  contenders 

Listed  as  “close  contenders"  behind 
the  top  ten  were  Dr.  Robert  Schuller, 
pastor  of  Garden  Grove  Community 
Church  in  Orange  County,  Calif.;  Sun 
Myung  Moon,  head  of  the  Unification 
Church;  Father  Andrew  Greeley, 
Catholic  priest  and  sociologist;  Andrew 
Young,  United  Church  of  Christ  minister 
and  U.S.  ambassador  to  the  United 
Nations;  Ruth  Carter  Stapleton,  the 
President’s  sister  and  a  charismatic 
renewal  leader;  the  Rev.  William  Sloane 
Coffin,  pastor  of  The  Riverside  Church, 
New  York  City;  Dr.  Harvey  Cox,  Baptist 
theologian;  Archbishop  John  Quinn  of 
San  Francisco,  new  president  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops; 
and  Archbishop  Joseph  Bemardin  of 
Cincinnati,  immediate  past  president  of 
the  Catholic  bishops. 

Among  the  editors  of  religious 
publications  who  participated  in  the  poll 
were  the  TM/UMR  editorial  staff. 

Relief  grants 
near  record  level 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Md.  ( UMC)  -  A  near 
record  $2  million  —  most  of  it  in  units  of  a 
few  thousand  dollars  —  was  granted  here 
Jan.  14  by  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  to  help  the  world’s 
suffering. 

Across  51  countries  on  five  continents, 
the  church’s  funds  will  be  used  to  help 
people  conquer  famine,  to  overcome 
insect  pests,  to  rebuild  from 
earthquake’s  ruin,  to  build  canals,  to 
help  people  learn  new  lifestyles  dictated 
by  changing  environments. 

UMCOR,  a  division  of  the  church’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  approved 
$2.1  million  in  grants  from  Advance  gifts 
and  from  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 
Seventy  percent  of  the  money  will  be 
“directly  employed  in  attacking  the  root 
causes  of  hunger,”  according  to  the  Rev. 

J.  Harry  Haines,  the  agency’s  chief 
executive. 

While  most  of  the  grants  are  small, 
ranging  from  $1,200  to  $100,000,  the  bulk 
of  them  go  through  ecumenical  relief 
agencies  to  trigger  much  larger  project 
totals.  Treasurer  Steve  Brimigion  told 
the  group  that  the  $7  million  UMCOR 
sent  through  ecumenical  channels  during 
the  past  year  was  part  of  their  total  of  $70 
million. 

Asked  about  the  relative  lack  of 
“emergency  relief"  projects.  Dr.  Haines 
pointed  out  that  many  of  the  projects 
began  as  emergencies,  such  as  the  1976 
earthquake  in  Guatemala  with  23,000 
deaths,  but  that  it  would  be 
“irresponsible  to  stop  with  mere  relief." 
That  area  was  granted  another  $200,000 
for  housing  reconstruction  and  $15,000  for 
agricultural  assistance. 

Another  $20,000  was  approved  to  help 
send  10,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  to 
Vietnam.  According  to  the  Rev.  Paul 
McCleary  of  Church  World  Service,  there 
was  no  difficulty  getting  an  export 
license  for  the  grain,  or  cooperation  from 
dockworkers  or  farmers.  Dr.  McCleary 
said  in  this  way  the  church  “moves 
across  ideological  lines  to  witness  to 
Christian  concern.”  He  added.  “We  are 
sending  food  to  hungry  people  —  it  is  not 
political.” 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorial  attacks  four  bishops 
for  their  dealings  with  ‘gays’ 


JANUARY  27.  1978 
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TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

WILMORE.  Ky.  -  Four  United 
Methodist  bishops  have  been  accused  in 
an  editorial  published  this  month  by 
“Good  News”  magazine  of  "brazenly 
setting  aside  church  law  and  the  plain 
teaching  of  Scripture”  in  their  dealings 
with  homosexual  rights  groups  and 

Liturgists 
warned: 
be  in  touch 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (RNS)  -  Liturgists 
attending  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
ecumenical  North  American  Academy  of 
Liturgy  here  were  warned  against 
becoming  so  taken  up  by  their  technical 
concerns  that  they  lose  sight  of  the  needs 
of  worshippers. 

“Outside  the  liturgical  establishment, 
who  needs  us?”  asked  Dr.  James  F. 
White  of  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
in  Dallas  and  newly  elected  president  of 
the  academy. 

“There  is  real  danger  in  being  a 
liturgical  expert  and  an  equal  danger  in 
being  worship  critics,”  he  told  the  113 
Protestant  and  Catholic  participants  at 
the  meeting  at  the  University  of  San 
Francisco. 

The  United  Methodist  professor 
emphasized  that  scholars  and 
practitioners  must  listen  to  worshippers, 
must  describe  more  sensitively  the 
actual  patterns  and  experiences  of 
faithful  communities  at  worship,  and 
must  continue  to  work  on  the  normative 
question  of  what  worship  ought  to  be  in 
our  time. 

The  primary  work  of  the  academy  — 
ranging  from  the  inquiry  of  the  meaning 
and  structure  of  eucharistic  prayers,  to 
key  theological  and  pastoral  issues,  to 
the  area  of  liturgy  and  social  justice  — 
was  carried  on  in  seven  study  groups. 
The  liturgists  expressed  special  concern 
for  social  scientific  studies  and  for  the 
role  of  the  arts  in  religious  celebration. 

The  four-year-old  academy  seeks  to 
provide  channels  for  mutual  professional 
assistance  and  for  the  sharing  of 
resources  in  liturgical  areas  of  study. 
The  academy  also  provides  data  on 
recent  liturgical  developments  and 
fosters  research  and  publications 
“relevant  to  the  pastoral  and  liturgical 
good  of  churches.” 
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homosexuals  in  the  church. 

The  magazine  is  the  official 
publication  of  the  “Good  News 
Movement”  —  a  caucus  of  United 
Methodist  “evangelicals”  —  and  the 
editorial  was  written  by  Dr.  Charles 
Keysor,  editor,  in  consultation  with  the 
caucus’s  board  of  directors. 

The  charges  were  leveled  against 
Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr.,  New  York 
Area  ;  Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll,  Boston 
Area;  Bishop  James  Armstrong, 
Dakotas  Area;  and  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley,  Denver  Area.  The  editorial 
calls  for  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops  to  “deal  decisively”  with  the 
four  bishops  and  for  rank  and  file  church 
members  to  write  bishops  across  the 
nation  in  protest. 

Quoting  from  news  articles  about  the 
four  bishops,  the  editorial  says:  Bishop 
Ward  appointed  the  Rev.  Paul  Abels  to  a 
New  York  City  church  after  Mr.  Abels 
announced  he  is  homosexual;  Bishop 
Carroll  gave  a  supportive  address  during 
a  recent  conference  on  homosexuality  in 
which  he  was  quoted  as  saying  he  “would 
want  to  make  a  decision  (about  ordaining 
homosexuals)  on  the  basis  of  each 
individual  person  because  of  the 


multilithic  definition  of  homosexuality”  ; 
and  Bishops  Armstrong  and  Wheatley 
wrote  letters  to  the  conference 
“encouraging  (homosexual)  lifestyles.” 

Contacted  by  TM/UMR  for  comment, 
Bishop  Ward  said  the  editorial  was  “not 
very  factual.”  He  said  no  church  law  has 
been  violated  and  that  Mr.  Abels  was 
appointed  to  the  church  before  he 
announced  his  homosexuality.  Since  that 
time,  the  bishop  said.  Mr.  Abels  has  been 
“allowed  to  continue  to  serve  there  at  the 
request  of  the  congregation.” 

Bishop  Ward  said  he  knows  of  no  case 
where  a  known  homosexual  has  been 
ordained  and  in  the  only  other  case  of  an 
announced  homosexual  minister  in  his 
area  the  minister  has  been  put  on  leave 
of  absence. 

“I  have  no  intention  of  conducting  a 
witch  hunt  in  this  area  to  find 
homosexuals,”  Bishop  Ward  told 
TM/UMR. 

Bishop  Armstrong,  likewise,  has  told 
the  news  media  that  he  feels  the  editorial 
misrepresents  his  position  in  the  matter. 
He  said  he  does  not  consider 
homosexuality  to  be  a  norm. 


ABC  rated  as  top  carrier 
of  sex-related  programs 


TUPELO,  Miss.  (RNSX  —  The  ABC 
television  network,  No.  1  in  television 
ratings,  is  also  the  prime  carrier  of  “sex- 
programming,”  according  to  a  study  by 
an  organization  called  the  National 
Federation  for  Decency  (NFD). 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  the  executive 
director  of  NFD,  was  the  organizer  of  a 
drive  last  year  which  asked  Americans 
not  to  watch  television  for  one  week  as  a 
protest  against  violence  and  the  general 
quality  of  programming. 

The  NFD  study  said  ABC  “led  the 
networks  in  sex-programming  with  1,109 
scenes  or  comments,  followed  by  CBS 
with  777.  NBC  was  third  at  547.”  The 
order  is  identical  to  the  order  in  which 
the  networks  place  in  terms  of  popularity 
ratings. 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  the  study  was  based 
on  864.5  hours  of  prime  time  network 
programming  monitored  by  volunteers 

Meet  family 
crisis,  church 
leaders  urged 

WELLESLEY,  Mass.  —  ‘Pastors  and 
churches  of  every  denomination  are 
struggling  with  the  same  problems  - 
increasing  marriage  disillusionment, 
disunity  and  divorce  -  and  church  leaders 
must  give  more  serious  attention  to  the 
family  crisis  in  our  churches,”  was  the 
challenge  J.  Allan  Petersen  of  Family 
Concern  gave  to  over  1,000  church 
leaders  at  Congress  ’78  of  the 
Evangelistic  Association  of  New 
England,  January  13-14. 

He  urged  new  and  practical  church 
programs  to  be  initiated  to  meet  this 
mounting  crisis.  “Churches  should 
consider  hiring  a  family  life  director,  full 
or  part  time,  whose  primary  task  would 
be  training  couples  in  marriage  and 
parenting  skills,  teaching  men  how  to 
husband  and  father,  and  training  parents 
to  give  sex  education  to  their  children. 
Churches  have  youth  directors,  music 
directors,  education  directors  -  now  they 
need  ‘parent  directors’.” 

Mr.  Petersen  also  exhorted  seminaries 
and  Bible  colleges  to  more  adequately 
prepare  pastors  for  ministry  in  a  family 
fractured  society.  “Only  one  seminary  in 
the  country  requires  courses  on 
marriage  and  family  life  and  yet  50 
percent  of  the  problems  facing  today’s 
pastor  are  family  related.” 
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in  San  Diego,  southwest  Wisconsin, 
northeast  Mississippi  and  Houston,  over 
a  15-week  period. 

The  advertiser  which  sponsored 
programs  with  “the  greatest  amount  of 
sex  on  prime  time,”  was  American 
Home  Products,  according  to  Mr. 
Wildmon.  Immediately  following  the 
drug  company  were  Ford  Motor 
Company  and  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.,  he 
reported. 

Hanes  Corporation,  with  its  ads  for 
“Underalls”  and  “L’Eggs”  pantyhose, 
“was  the  top  user  of  sex  in 
commercials,”  according  to  the  NFD 
study. 

The  survey,  Mr.  Wildmon  said, 
revealed  a  total  of  2,433  television  scenes 
“of  suggested  sexual  intercourse  or 
sexually  suggestive  comments,”  of 
which  2,155  “were  depicted  outside 
marriage.” 

The  leading  “sex-oriented”  individual 
program  on  television  was  “Soap,” 
according  to  the  study.  It  was  followed  by 
“Three’s  Company,”  “James  at  15”  and 
“Charlie’s  Angels.” 

During  the  monitoring  process,  each 
participant  was  asked  to  record  “what  he 
or  she  considered  a  suggested  sexual 
intercourse  scene  or  sexually  suggestive 
comment,”  Mr.  Wildmon  said.  He  added 
that  “While  it  was  agreed  that  what  one 
person  may  interpret  as  a  suggested 
sexual  intercourse  scene  or  a  sexually 
suggestive  comment  may  differ  from 
another,  the  monitoring  was  designed  to 
draw  from  a  wide  range  of  individuals 
which  represents  a  composite  view.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  the  study  was  done 
“for  the  benefit  of  the  consumer.  We 
wanted  to  let  the  buying  public  know  who 
was  paying  for  sex  on  TV,  the 
overwhelming  amount  of  which  is 
exploitive  and  distorted.” 

The  NFD  is  urging  members  write  to 
sponsors  of  “sex-oriented”  television 
programs  and  commercial  messages. 
“Advertisers  are  sensitive  to  consumer 
desires,”  the  organization  states. 

Book  disputes 
false  notion  of 
black  church 

“Major  Black  Religious  Leaders  1755- 
1940”  by  Henry  J.  Young,  Abingdon,  1977, 
173  pp„  $5.95  paperback. 

By  LUTHER  HENRY 
Persons  interested  in  the  black  church, 
its  history  and  philosophy  will  find 
Henry  J.  Young’s  book,  “Major  Black 
Religious  Leaders”  insightful. 

Mr.  Young  sketches  briefly  the  life, 
time  and  contributions  of  12  black 
religious  leaders  between  1755  and  1940. 
These  leaders  provided  the  impetus  for 
survival  to  a  disinherited  and 
dehumanized  people. 

Was  the  black  church  concerned  with 
political,  economical  and  social  issues? 
Mr.  Young  believes  that  “one  of  the 
distorted  images  of  black  religion  that 
we  have  gleaned  from  historians, 
sociologists,  religionists  and  theologians 
is  that  it  is  fundamentally  otherworldly 
and  escape  oriented.  ” 

The  author  says  David  Walker  (1785- 
1830)  developed  an  eschatology  which 
clearly  shows  that  the  heart  of  black 
religion  is  protest  and  liberation 
oriented.  He  says  Walker  insisted  that  an 
end  to  suffering  and  oppression  would 
come  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  others  to 
maintain  the  institution  of  slavery. 
“Slavery  was  dehumanizing  and  God 
would  bring  an  end  to  it. ” 

The  black  church  was  “invisible”  for 
much  of  the  time  during  slavery,  but  it 
was  not  ineffective.  Religious  leaders 
such  as  Nathaniel  Paul,  Richard  Allen, 
David  Walker  and  others  brought 
courage  and  hope  to  an  otherwise 
hopeless  people.  These  leaders  were 
inspired  by  God,  Mr.  Young  contends. 
They  were  concerned  about  the  whole 
man  and  sought  to  liberate  the  oppressed 
as  well  as  the  oppressors. 

The  Rev.  Luther  Henry  is  Council  on 
Ministries  director  for  the  Central  Texas 
Conference,  lives  in  Ft.  Worth  and  is  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
TM/UMR. 


LONDON  —  A  member  of  Madame  Tussaud's  staff  trims  the  beard  of  the  wax 
head  of  Archbishop  Makarios  of  Cypress  in  preparation  for  placement  in  the 
waxworks  exhibition  here.  With  two  million  critical  viewers  a  year,  only  !•; 
perfection  will  suffice.  tkkvok  hollow. \v  photos  § 

At  famous  waxworks 
_ 

Church  leaders  look  alive! 


Martin  Luther  king  Jr. 


By  TREVOR  HOLLOWAY 

LONDON  —  The  church  has 
fostered  many  arts  and  modelling  in 
wax  is  one  of  them.  In  early  times 
much  use  was  made  of  wax  figures  to 
illustrate  Bible  stories  as  the  majority 
of  people  were  illiterate.  The  tableau 
of  the  Christmas  crib  was  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  it  has  survived  to 
become  a  tradition  in  churches  the 
world  over  at  Christmas  time. 

In  1802,  Madame  Marie  Tussaud 
came  to  England  from  France  and 
opened  here  her  first  exhibition  of  wax 
figures.  Here  was  genius  —  a  woman 
with  magic  in  her  fingers,  a  woman 
who  would  tolerate  nothing  but 
perfection  in  her  art.  She  was  also  a 
woman  of  deep  religious  conviction, 
so  it  is  not  surprising  that  many 
figures  of  great  Christian  leaders 
down  the  ages  were  included  in  her 
exhibition. 

The  Ecclesiastical  Group  at 
Tussaud’s  today  includes  some  of  the 
finest  examples  of  the  modeller’s  art. 
The  earliest  figure  is  that  of  Prelate 
William  of  Wykeham  (1323  -  1404) 


V  LONDON  — 
Every  morning  all 
>1500  models  are 
spruced  up.  Here,  a 
staff  member  pol- 
!•:  ishes  the  shoes  of 


richly  robed  and  staff  in  hand.  He 
became  Bishop  of  Winchester  and 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England.  * 

Next  comes  that  great  religious 
reformer,  John  Wycliffe  (1324  -  1384), 
who  translated  the  scriptures  from 
Latin  into  English.  His  severe  garb 
contrasts  sharply  with  Wykeham’s 
gorgeous  apparel.  Nearby  stands 
Cardinal  Thomas  Wolsey,  a  butcher’s 
son  who  rose  to  become  Papal  Legate. 

Three  other  great  reformers  come 
next  in  the  historical  line  —  Martin 
Luther  ( 1483  - 1546)  who  translated  the 
Bible  into  German  and  founded  the 
Lutheran  Church;  John  Knox  (1505  - 
1572)  who  was  mainly  responsible  for 
establishing  the  Church  of  Scotland; 
and  John  Calvin  ( 1509  - 1564)  the  great 
defender  of  Protestantism.  The  figure 
of  John  Knox  was  modelled  by 
Madame  Tussaud  in  1804  from  a 
painting  in  Holyrood  Palace, 
Scotland. 

The  figure  of  John  Wesley  (1703  - 
1791 )  is  considered  to  be  one  of  Marie 
Tussaud’s  finest  works.  She  modelled 
it  from  a  portrait  of  the  great 
evangelist  at  the  age  of  70.  The 
features  are  remarkable  —  candid, 
piercing  eyes,  the  resolute  jaw, 
forcefulness  and  gentleness  —  all 
these  characteristics  have  been 
faithfully  reproduced  in  wax. 

The  fine  bearded  figure  of  General 
William  Booth  H 1829  -  1912),  founder  of 
the  Salvation  Army,  is  easy  to 
recognize.  Next  came  the  model 
Christians  of  the  present  century  — 
Pope  Paul  VI,  head  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  Archbishop  Makarios  of 
Cypress,  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  so  on. 

Over  two  million  people  visit 
Tussaud’s  each  year  so  it  is  vital  that 
every  model  be  as  perfect  as  humanly 
possible.  F or  example,  wigs  are  never 
used  on  models,  but  every  single 
strand  of  hair  is  inserted  into  the  wax 
scalp  by  hand!  Dressing  an  early  king 
or  queen  costs  many  thousands  of 
dollars.  Art  galleries,  museums  and 
libraries  are  combed  to  ensure  that  all 
details  are  correct.  With  two  million 
critical  viewers  a  year,  nothing  short 
of  perfection  will  suffice! 

Mr.  Holloway  is  a  free  lance  writer 
living  in  Wiltshire.  England. 


Rethink  doubts 
about  life  after 
death,  says  prof 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.  -  One  of 
Britain’s  foremost  theologians  is  asking 
the  Christian  community  to  rethink  its 
doubts  about  life  after  death.  John  Hick, 
professor  of  theology  at  Birmingham 
University,  and  editor  of  “The  Myth  of 
God  Incarnate,"  told  a  convocation  at 
United  Methodism’s  School  of  Theology 
at  Claremont  this  winter  that  the  concept 
of  life  continuing  beyond  the  grave  is  not 
now  as  unscientific  as  it  has  seemed  for 
the  past  25  years. 

The  popular  denials  of  life- 
continuance,  the  speaker  said,  have  been 
based  on  three  misconceptions:  (1)  that 
science  rules  out  post  mortem  life;  (2) 
that  Christianity  addresses  itself  to  the 
here  and  now ;  and  ( 3 )  that  the  fantasy  of 
after  life  leads  to  hopeless 
contradictions. 

Dr.  Hick’s  answer  to  these 
misconceptions  are:  (1)  science  has  no 
proof  of  its  assumption  that  mind  and 
brain  are  identical,  and  scientists  are 
beginning  to  accept  the  possibility  that 
the  mind  may  go  on  after  the  brain  dies; 
(2)  although  it  is  true  that  the  New 
Testament  gives  great  attention  to  how 
the  earthly  life  is  to  be  lived,  it  is  also  full 
of  comment  on  the  goodness  of  God  being 
shown  in  life  after  death;  and  (3)  it  is 
impossible  to  imagine  what  form  such 
after  life  is  to  take,  and  therefore  the  idea 
should  not  be  rejected  because  of  pre-set 
“contradictions.” 

The  British  theologian  says  “by  far  the 
best  book  on  the  subject”  is  the  “Tibetan 
Book  of  the  Dead,”  containing  Buddhist 
instructions  to  a  dying  person.  Dr.  Hick 
agrees  with  the  concepts  set  forth, 
including  the  likelihood  that  there  “may 
be  telepathic  communications  between 
the  embodied  and  the  disembodied.  ” 


1978 

ESCORTED 

TOURS 


UNITED 

METHODISTS 


CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 

January  16-27 

Enjoy  a  relaxing  United  Methodist  adventure 
as  you  sail  the  sun-drenched  Caribbean 
round-trip  from  Ft.  Lauderdale,  visiting  Haiti, 
Colombia,  Panama,  Jamaica  and  Nassau, 
aboard  the  Panamanian-Registered  S.S.  DORIC. 
The  leisurely  shipboard  life,  outstanding  meals, 
and  romantic  vistas  are  yours  to  savor  on  this 
excellent  vacation. 


BRITISH  ISLES 
May  27  -  June  15 

We  travel  eastbound  on  the  luxurious  QUEEN 
ELIZABETH  2  (British  registry),  enjoying  six 
days  of  leisure.  On  to  London  to  visit  the 
Tower  of  London  and  Westminster  Abbey.  Then 
it’s  on  to  the  West  Country  towns  of  Bath  and 
Bristol,  through  the  Cotswolds  to  Stratford-on- 
Avon  for  a  Shakespearean  performance. 
Scheduled  air  service  home. 


WESTERN  PARKS 

June  9  -  25 

This  late  spring  date  is  a  perfect  time  for 
this  18-day  tour  by  train  and  air-conditioned 
motorcoach.  We  see  Grand  Canyon,  Zion, 
Bryce,  Arches,  Canyonlands,  and  Mesa  Verde. 
Other  attractions  are  Salt  Lake  City,  the 
Indian  country  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  a 
narrow-gauge  railroad  ride  in  Colorado,  an 
inspiring  drive  through  Monument  Valley. 


These  tours  ere  ell  escorted  end  the  price  all-inclusive,  with  3  meals  a  day,  deluxe  .end  first 
class  accommodations,  transportation,  end  gratuities.  Enjoy  the  advantages  o I  group  travel! 


Write: 

f  WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 
|  2200  Victory  Parkway 


u  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 
I  Name - 

s 

j  Address - 

j  City - 


Please  send  the  following  free  folders 
as  soon  as  they  are  prepared: 

□  Caribbean  Cruise 

□  British  Isles 

□  Western  Parks 
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I  l  Saroj  Welch,  India, 

(v  o 

visits  Louisiana 


Dr.  Saroj  Welch,  recently  in  the  U.S.  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  International  Transactional 
Analysis  Association  in  New  Orleans, 
and  her  daughter  Yasmin,  presently  a 
Centenary  College  student,  were  guests 
in  the  home  of  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Lawson  Lee. 
On  Sunday,  January  8th,  she  spoke  in  the 
St.  Luke’s  Church  of  New  Orleans,  and 
the  Broadmoor  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Carlos  Welch  conduct  a 
Christian  Counselling  Center  in  Vellore, 
India.  Carlos  is  a  native  of  Natchitoches, 
Louisiana . 

A  quote  from  their  Christmas  letter 
reads,  “Our  attention  has  been  focussed 
on  responding  to  the  needs  of  the 
survivors  of  the  devastating  cyclones 
which  occurred  in  November. 
Approximately  180,000  persons  have  died 
in  south  Tamilnadu  and  Andhra  Pradesh. 
The  tidal  wave  in  Andhra  Pradesh  has 
destroyed  everything  in  its  wake. 


Voluntary  agencies  and  governmental 
efforts  have  moved  in  to  restore  homes 
and  support  the  affected  persons.  Two  of 
our  colleagues  who  can  speak  the 
language  organized  a  counselling  team, 
as  many  of  the  residents  were  found  in  a 
state  of  extreme  shock.  They  needed 
counselling  care  to  assist  them  to  work 
through  their  trauma  and  grief,  so  that 
they  could  mobilize  their  strength  to 
build  homes  and  return  to  the  routine  of 
living.  The  crisis  relief  work  is 
completed  and  rehabilitation  is  in 
progress." 

Rev.  Lawson  Lee,  Conference 
Missionary  Secretary  and  Director  of  the 
Spanish  American  Ministries  in  New 
Orleans  has  recently  undergone  spinal 
surgery  for  the  fourth  time  and  will  be  on 
leave  of  absence  from  January  15th  until 
Conference.  He  and  Mrs.  Lee  are 
currently  at  4505  Prairie  Lane,  Enid, 
Oklahoma  73701. 


L1C  elects  new  officers 


Bishop  Frey,  a 
I  New  Orleans  na- 
I  tive.  was  ordained 
I  in  1938.  became  a 
I  monsignor  in  1949. 
I  He  became  Bishop 
I  of  Savannah  in 
|  1967,  a  post  he  re- 
I  tained  until  his  ap- 
t  point  ment  as 
I  Bishop  of  Lafayette 
I  in  1972  upon  the  re- 
|  tirement  of  Bishop 
Maurice  Schexnayder. 

New  Orleans  —  Bishop  Gerard  L.  Frey 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of 
Lafayette  was  elected  president  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  for 
1978  and  1979.  The  election  was  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  on  Wednesday,  January  18.  This 
was  the  ninth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference. 
Other  new  officers  elected  included: 
Bishop  Frank  C.  Cummings,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  second 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Sidney  Guillot  of 
Minden,  representing  Church  Women 
United  in  Louisiana,  secretary;  and  Mr. 
Emile  A.  Reggie.  Sr.  of  Crowley, 
treasurer. 

Three  new  communions  were  received 
as  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference:  The  Louisiana 


District  Council  of  the  Assemblies  of 
God,  The  Rev.  Cecil  Janway.  District 
Superintendent;  the  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Houma-Thibodaux.  The  most 
Rev.  Warren  Boudreaux,  Bishop;  and 
the  Southern  District  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Church,  The  Rev.  V.  A.  Mohr, 
Bishop.  This  brings  to  eighteen  the 
number  of  member  denominations  in  the 
Interchurch  Conference.  It  is  the  one 
state-wide  ecumenical  organization 
serving  nearly  a  million  and  a  half 
Christians  in  the  state. 

The  Conference  designated  April  2  as 
Correction  Reform  Sunday  in  Louisiana. 
It  is  hoped  that  all  churches  in  the  state 
will  observe  this  Sunday.  The  purpose  of 
Correction  Reform  Sunday  is  to 
encourage  the  churches  to  give 
leadership  in  steps  to  reduce  crime,  such 
as  working  for  full  employment,  and  to 
encourage  legislation  that  will  provide 
alternatives  to  imprisonment. 

Dr.  Maynard  Fountain,  outgoing 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  and  General  Presbyter  of 
the  Presbytery  of  South  Louisiana,  said. 
“The  churches  of  our  state  have  come 
closer  together  in  understanding  and  in 
service  to  the  state.  We  are  a  strong 
organization,  and  we  will  remain 
together  and  will  continue  to  work 
together  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  in 
our  state.” 


concerns 

By  MILTON  J.  JOHNSON 

Now  that  the  Christmas  season  is  over, 
I  wish  to  express  how  pleased  I  was  with 
the  workshops  held  at  Ruston  and  Baton 
Rouge  on  November  10  and  11,  1977.  I  do 
hope  the  participants  found  them  helpful 
and  I  would  be  grateful  for  any  feedback 
you  may  offer  for  improving  this  type  of 
experience. 

We  are  most  appreciative  to  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston  and  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  for  their  kind  hospitality  in 
hosting  our  workshops,  and  to  Rev. 
James  Stovall,  and  Rev.  Donald  Hall  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  and  Dr.  Robert 
L.  Turnipseed  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  for  leadership. 

The  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 
held  an  EIC  workshop  on  January  10, 
1978  in  Baton  Rouge  and  one  in  Lafayette 
on  January  17, 1978. 

Our  1977-80  Priorities  include: 

1.  Deepening  United  Methodist 
Commitment  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  to 
Christ’s  Ministry  of  reconciliation  among 
historically  divided  Christians. 

2.  Strengthening  United  Methodist 
commitment  to  the  whole  church,  the 
OIKOUMENE.  the  Body  of  Church  mani¬ 
fest  in  different  ways  in  every  Nation. 

3.  Increasing  United  Methodist  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  whole  human  community, 
particularly  in  ways  that  can  transcend 
competing  ideologies,  religions  and  cul¬ 
tures.  so  that  models  of  living  together 
with  differences  may  be  achieved. 

Following  are  dates  that  remind  the 
church  of  the  unity  given  to  it  in  Christ. 
They  are  celebrated  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  may  serve  as  a 
means  of  interpretation  of  ecumenicity: 

1.  The  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian 
Unity  (January  19-25  each  year). 

2.  World  Day  of  Praver  (First  Friday 
in  Lent).  Although  primary 
responsibility  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  with  United  Methodist  Women 
through  Church  Women  United,  it  is  an 
ecumenical  event  in  each  community 
which  should  be  encouraged. 

3.  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
Sunday  (second  Sunday  after  Easter). 

4.  Pentecost. 

5.  World  Communion  Sunday  (first 
Sunday  in  October). 

6.  Reformation  Sunday  (fourth  Sunday 
in  October). 


A  round  the  Conference  ™ 

Baldwin's  Trinity  UMC  Responds  To  A  Challenge 

The  members  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Baldwin,  Louisiana  are  jubilant  with  exultation, 
and  with  good  reason.  Their  church  was  paid  for  in  three  years! 


and  Ml  Zion  Churches.  Clinton  brought  the  message 


Installed  as 
ACOLYTES  Janu¬ 
ary  22  at  the  FIRST 
UMC.  LeCOMPTE 
were  John  Brewer 
III.  Patti  Jo  Pegg. 
Julie  Jones.  Chris 
Tanner.  Emily 
Tanner.  Rev. 
Douglas  L.  Davis  is 
pastor. 


At  a  reception 
given  in  their  honor 
January  1.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas 
I  were  presented  a 
check  from  the 
Ruston  District 
Churches.  Laity. 
and  Preachers. 
Rev.  Thomas  was 
I  moved  from  the 
Ruston  District  to 
the  Broadmoor. 
Shreveport  pastor¬ 
ate. 

A  corner  stone 
was  recently  laid  in 
a  consecration 
service  on  the  85th 
Anniversary  of  the 
ASBURY  UMC. 
CLINTON.  Prince 
Hall  Grand  Master. 
Dr.  John  G.  Lewis, 
and  Dr  J.  W. 
Vaughn.  Grand 
Master  of  the  Third 
Masonic  District  of 
Prince  Hall  Grand 
Lodge.  Ba ton 
Rouge  participated 
in  the  ceremony. 
Rev.  R  M  Harris, 
pastor  of  St  Paul 


The  small  membership  of  Trinity  Church  (68)  took  on  the  task  of  a  new  church 
building,  which  was  completed  in  November  1974;  and  the  first  worship  service  was 
held  the  Sunday  before  Thanksgiving,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan. 

In  July  1976,  Rev.  Henry  Gage  came  to  Trinity  and  found  them  struggling  with  a 
twenty-year  mortgage.  He  immediately  set  up  a  program  and  challenged  the 
members  to  pay  for  the  church  in  three  years.  Rev.  Gage  was  suceeded  by 
Rev.  Henry  J.  Rhyan  and  Rev.  Terrence  S.  August  under  w  hose  leadership  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  completed. 

The  Church  celebrated  its  104th  Anniversary  in  November  1977.  and  the  following 
week  the  last  note  was  paid  on  the  church. 

The  hard  work  and  dedication  of  those  who  labored  have  made  it  possible  to  have  a 
“Mortgage  Burning.” 
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Special  notices 


winter  tour 

The  Centenary  College  Choir. 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Will  K.  Andress,  has 
selected  both  sacred  and  secular  works 
for  their  concert  tour. 

The  46  voice  choir  boasts  perfor¬ 
mances  from  coast  to  coast,  as  well 
as  tours  to  the  British  Isles,  Western 
Europe,  and  the  Orient.  Founded  in  1941 
by  Dr.  A.  C.  “Cheesy”  Voran,  the  choir 
also  maintains  a  heavy  schedule  of 
concerts  in  the  Shreveport  area. 

Besides  their  regular  academic 
responsibilities,  members  are 
accustomed  to  long  hours  of  rehearsal, 
as  well  as  rigorous  tour  schedules.  Many 
of  the  responsibilities  of  transporting  the 
choir,  costumes,  and  instruments,  rest 
on  the  shoulders  of  specially-trained 
members  of  the  choir. 

CENTENARY  CHOIR  TOUR 
SCHEDULE: 

January 

21  -  Spring  Valley  UMC.  Dallas.  TX 

22  -  Morning  Worship  at  Spring  Valley: 
Evening  Worship  at  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  Houston.  TX 

23  -  Noon  Concert  at  the  Houston  High 
School  for  the  Performing  Arts: 
Evening:  United  Methodist  Temple.  Port 
Arthur.  TX 

24  -  First  UMC.  DeRidder.  Louisiana 

25  -  First  UMC  Jennings 

26  -  First  UMC.  Hammond 

27  -  First  UMC  Slidell 

28-  Munholland  UMC.  Metairie 

29  -  Morning  Worship.  Munholland 
UMC 

29  -  Evening  Worship.  First  UMC. 
Baton  Rouge 

30  -  Returned  to  Centenary  Campus 


News  briefs 

A  New  P.  K.  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Don  Cottrill, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  announce  the  birth  of 
their  second  child,  Caitlin  Cottrill,  born 
December  16, 1977. 

Home  Lost  in  Fire  Rev.  George  M. 
Alfred’s  home  was  completely  destroyed 
by  fire  January  18  in  Alexandria.  Rev. 
Alfred  is  pastor  of  the  Wilton-Wesley- 
Union  Macedonia  charge. 


Joey,  the  Clown  Goes  to  Mardi  Gras. 


Excerpts  from  John 
Bayliss’s  last  remarks  at 
Rayne  Memorial,  N.O. 

If  a  thousand  “thanks”  would  say  it,  I 
would  start  immediately.  You  have  gone 
far  beyond  just  being  patient.  You  have 
given  us  your  love,  concern,  and  constant 
prayers  which  have  drawn  us  all  closer 
together.  The  support  we  have  gotten 
from  you  as  a  church  and  as  an 
individual  has  overwhelmed  us.  I  can’t 
say  anything  that  would  or  could  express 
our  gratitude  and  our  indebtedness  to 
you. 

I  just  hope  you  understand,  because  I 
want  to  be  able  to  express  to  you  how  I 
feel.  I  guess  I  left  part  of  me  in  the 
hospital,  or  somewhere.  However,  I’m 
just  glad  to  be  alive  and  as  well  as  I  am  — 
with  a  chance  to  be  better  in  the  future. 
Perhaps  in  a  year  or  two  some  little 
church  somewhere  will  need  me,  and  I. 
can  be  of  help  to  them.  In  the  meantime, 
there  is  no  way  that  all  of  me  can  leave. 
Part  of  me  will  gtay  here. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bayliss  are  at  home  in 
Ft.  Smith  — 3111  Hendricks  Blvd..  72901. 


New  Appointments  Rev.  Moses 
Jackson  is  appointed  to  Bethany 
UMC,  New  Orleans.  Rev.  Richard 
Henry  Harry  is  appointed  to  Warren 
UMC,  Lake  Charles. 

Rev.  Lawson  Gerald  Lee  was 
granted  a  leave  of  absence  from 
Felicity  UMC  and  the  Spanish 
American  Ministry. 


UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  WOMEN  of 
ST.  MATTHEW 
UMC  ALGIERS, 
recently  observed 
Installation  of 
NEWLY  ELEC 
TED  OFFICERS 
using  the  theme 
"Hope.  Faith  and 
Love."  Mrs.  Ruth 
Carter.  District 
President  of  the 

New  urieans-Hounia  District,  installed  the  officers.  Pictured  with  Mrs.  Carter  lejt 
are:  Victoria  Dorsey.  Committee  on  Nominations:  Elizabeth  Harris.  Program 
(proxy  for  Ira  Mae  Medice):  Doris  Bush.  Vice  President.  Lena  Grant.  President: 
2nd  row  Vera  Johnson.  Secretary:  Alice  Butler,  out-going  president,  now  Christian 
Global  Concerns.  In  the  extreme  rear  is  Rev.  Russell  L.  Jones.  Pastor.  Other  officers 
not  pictured:  Geni  Butler.  Treasurer :  Ira  M.  Medice.  Program  Resources:  Ida  Ga 
brief.  Christian  Personhood:  Alberta  Johnson.  Supportive  Community:  Florence 
Brooks.  Committee  on  Membership  and  Selena  Williams.  Member  of  Nominations. 
Mrs  Alice  Butler  was  presented  a  corsage  and  certificate  for  dedicated  service. 


morning  worship  service  when  Bishop  Shamblin  spoke  January  12. 


Shown  at  Pine- 
ville  UMC  are  Mrs. 
Beverly  Bond.  Rev. 
Bond,  pastor.  Dis¬ 
trict  Superinten¬ 
dent  Jerome  Cain. 
Bishop  Kenneth 
Shamblin  and  Mrs. 
Cain  at  dinner 
which  followed  the 


United  Churches  of  Algiers,  an 
Ecumenical  Group,  consists  of  15 
Churches:  Protestant,  Catholic,  Black, 
and  White.  Their  community  work 
includes  filling  emergency  needs  for 
food,  rent,  utilities  and  medicine  to  those 
who  qualify.  The  officers  elected  for  1978 
are:  President,  Mrs.  Doris  D.  Bush,  St. 
Matthew  UMC;  Vice  President.  Roland 
Lucas,  All  Saints  Catholic  Church; 
Secretary,  Sally  Van  Dalen  Woodland. 
Presbyterian  Church;  Treasurer,  Kay 
Maker.  St.  Philip  Episcopal;  Chaplain. 
Rev.  L.  A.  Hall,  St.  Stephen  Baptist.  Joe 
Alford,  outgoing  President,  was 
presented  a  plaque  for  outstanding 
Dedicated  Service.  Lynne  Hood. 
Coordinator. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Lakeview  Church,  UMC.  Shreveport, 
hosted  a  reception  Sunday  afternoon, 
January  15th  in  honor  of  Rev.  &  Mrs. 
Leland  D.  Wade  and  family.  Rev.  Wade 
assumed  the  pastorate  of  Lakeview  on 
January  5th.  A  surprise  visit  from  Bishop 
Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Dr.  Carl  Lueg. 
Shreveport  District  Superintendent, 
helped  make  the  occasion  even  more 
memorable  Rev  Wade  came  to 
Lakeview  from  the  Lakeview-Mclntyre 
Charge  in  Minden.  Louisiana. 

Workshop  on  church  growth 
held  at  Southside  UMC 


Rev.  Bill  Peckham,  minister  of 
education  at  First  UMC,  Springfield,  Ill  . 
and  originator  of  the  Holy  Fools  clown 
ministry,  will  participate  in  a  Clown 
Workshop  at  First  UMC,  Slidell,  Feb.  5-7. 
Rev  Peckham  created  his  “Joey  the 
Clown”  role  in  1971  for  a  church 
homecoming  and  accidentally 
discovered  the  positive  reactions  of  both 
children  and  older  adults.  Remembering 
Paul’s  writings  in  Corinthians  about 
being  “a  fool  for  Christ's  sake,"  he  began 
the  ministry  of  taking  clowns  to  nursing 
homes  and  hospitals  The  movement  has 
grown  to  over  300  clown  troops  involving 
teenagers  and  college  students  in  37 
states,  representing  17  different 
denominations 

Rev.  Willis  Dear,  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Slidell,  and  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  clown  ministry  there,  has 
invited  interested  individuals  and  groups 
throughout  Louisiana  to  participate  in 
the  workshop,  which  will  culminate  on 
Feb.  7  with  “Joey  the  Clown”  leading  a 
group  of  clowns  to  Mardi  Gras  for  a 
special  kind  of  clown  witness.  At  the 
morning  worship  service  Feb.  5  Rev 
Peckham,  in  full  costume,  will  speak  on 
what  it  means  to  be  “a  fool  for  Christ's 
sake."  That  afternoon  and  all  day  Feb.  6 
sessions  will  deal  with  clown  makeup, 
costuming  and  humor 

Keys  to  an  Effective  Caring  Fellowship 
is  the  name  of  the  jurisdictional  event 
scheduled  for  February  17-18,  1978,  First 
UMC,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Dr  Lyle  E. 
Schaller  recently  said,  “One  of  the  major 
concerns  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  that  of  assimilating  new  members  into 
the  local  churches  and  helping  them  feel 
cared  for  in  a  very  personal  way.”  Local 
churches  participating  in  this  event  will 
commit  themselves  to  bring  a  team  of  at 
least  eight  persons  who  will  design, 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr  Schaller. 
ways  they  may  accomplish  the  task  of 
making  their  church  a  “caring 
fellowship." 

Registrations  should  be  made  through 
the  Annual  Conference  Council  Director 
or  through  the  jurisdiction  office.  For 
further  information  write  Dr.  S.  Duane 
Bruce,  executive  director.  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  4209  N.  W.  23rd  St., 
Oklahoma  City.  OK  73107. 

An  Enlistment  Railv,  for  Junior  and 
Senior  Highs,  will  be  held  at  First  UMC, 
Alexandria  Saturday,  February  25th. 

Registration  begins  at  9:30  a  m.  The 
Scope  of  Christian  Vocation  and 
Representative  Fields  of  Opportunity 
and  Service  will  be  explored.  Dr.  A 
Jerome  Cain  will  discuss  the  Pastoral 
Ministry;  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  the 
Campus  Ministry;  Rev  Roland 
Frederick,  the  Chaplaincy  (Institutional 
&  Military);  and  Miss  Norma 
Garlington,  Missionary  ( U.S.  -2  etc. ) . 

Dr  Donald  Webb  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  at  1 :00  p.m. 

Lunch  will  be  served  by  First  UMC. 
Alexandria.  The  cost  of  the  meal  will  be  a 
part  of  the  registration  fee. 

Sunday,  Feb.  5.  Bishop  Kenneth 
Shamblin  will  preach  and  dedicate  the 
Educational  building  of  the  Cedar  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church.  Shreveport. 
Louisiana.  A  covered  dish  luncheon  will 
follow  this  11  a  m  .  service. 


Dr.  George  Hun¬ 
ter,  guest  speaker  By 
from  the  workshop 
was  from  the  Board  ^ 
of  Discipleship  sec-  1*  — 

tion  on  Evangelism, 
received  his  <  B.D.) 
from  Candler ;  a 

ir» 

Princeton _  ^ 

Theological  Seminary  and  his  (Ph  D  ) 
from  Northwestern  in  Communication 
studies. 

"Dr.  Hunter  proclaims  that  United 
Methodism's  greatist  era  is  in  the  future. 
that  our  churches  can  make  authentic 
disciples  of  great  numbers  of  persons." 
He  believes  that  all  people  have  the  right 
to  have  a  real  opportunity  to  follow  Jesus 
and  join  His  family,  the  Church. 


■R 

Woman’s  Day  wras  observed  recently 
at  Robert’s  UMC.  Denham  Springs. 
Louisiana.  Mrs  Inez  W.  Chrisentary. 
Assoc.  Director  of  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  was  guest  speaker  on  the 
theme  “One  In  Christ  Jesus."  The 
receipts  totr'  for  the  day  was  SI, 700. 00. 
Mrs.  Mary  Boyd  is  President  and  Miss 
Betty  Watson  -  Vice  President 
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FCC  rumor  continues  to  take  toll 
as  Christians  battle  non-issue 


During  the  past  three  years  TM/UMR 
has  used  space  in  its  columns  six 
different  times  to  try  to  expose  the 
persistent,  wide-spread  rumor  that 
nationally-known  atheist  Madalyn 
Murray  O’Hair  is  trying  to  prompt  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
(FCC)  to  outlaw  religious  broadcasting 
on  television. 

In  October  1976  we  reported  FCC 
statistics  which  showed  that  4.25  million 
well-meaning  Christians  had  written  to 
protest  the  non-existent  O’Hair  petition. 
We  roughly  calculated  that  $552,500  had 
been  spent  on  this  ill-conceived  effort 
since  the  rumor  surfaced  in  1974. 

We  urged  United  Methodists  and 
others  not  to  be  taken  in  by  the  campaign 
and  not  to  waste  their  money  by  writing 
to  the  FCC. 

In  April  1977  we  noted  in  our  news 
columns  that  the  total  in  mail  received 
had  topped  the  five  million  mark  and  was 
increasing  at  a  rate  of  about  8,000  letters 
a  day.  Publications  in  several  other 
denominations  joined  in  warning  church 
members  that  no  such  threat  to  religious 
broadcasting  existed,  and  we  hoped  the 
mail  was  about  to  peak  out  and  that 
churchpersons  would  return  to  dealing 
with  real  issues. 

Now,  almost  a  year  later,  we  must 
admit  a  bit  of  frustration.  The  FCC  has 


now  received  a  total  of  7.5  million  letters 
about  this  matter  (see  articles  elsewhere 
in  this  issue).  Figuring  only  the  cost  of 
first  class  postage,  that  means  members 
of  the  Christian  community  have  now 
wasted  nearly  a  million  dollars  that 
could  have  gone  to  dealing  with  real 
needs  in  a  struggling  world. 

This  misguided,  wasteful  campaign  is 
fueled  through  the  circulation  of  petitions 
and  letters  in  local  churches  across  the 
nation  and  by  well-meaning  persons  who 
take  the  information  presented  at  face 
value  rather  than  checking  it  out  for 
truth. 

This  is  the  truth:  (1)  the  FCC  has  no 
petition  on  its  dockets  even  remotely 
connected  with  banning  religious 
broadcasting  on  television;  (2)  Mrs. 
O’ Hair  has  never  filed  such  a  petition; 
(3)  The  number  listed  in  the  letters  being 
circulated  —  RM2493  —  is  the  number  of 
an  FCC  petition  filed  by  two  California 
men  in  1974  concerning  religious 
programming  on  public,  not 
commercial,  television.  That  petition 
was  rejected  by  the  FCC  three  years  ago 
and  has  been  a  dead  issue  since  then. 

We  hope  every  church  member  will 
challenge  this  rumor  whenever  and 
wherever  it  surfaces  and  that  the  day 
will  soon  come  when  no  one  is  wasting 
time  and  money  trying  to  combat  this 
non-issue. 


Church  should  work  to  eliminate 
disparities  in  mission  service 


During  a  recent  missionary 
conference,  the  deep  disparity  between 
the  way  the  United  Methodist  Church 
treats  its  mission  personnel  serving  in 
the  United  States  compared  to  those  it 
assigns  overseas  was  forcefully  pointed 
out  by  the  missionaries  themselves  (see 
TM/UMR,  Jan.  20). 

None  of  us  can  convincingly  deny  that 
our  church  has  often,  in  word  and  deed, 
treated  persons  who  serve  overseas  as 
“the  real  missionaries"  while  regarding 
those  who  perform  similar  service  in  the 
United  States  as  “something  less  than 
missionaries.’’ 

Besides  the  differences  in  “status"  we 
afford  the  two  types  of  missionary 
personnel,  there  also  are  glaring 
differences  in  pay,  benefits  and 
opportunities.  Overseas  missionaries, 
for  instance,  have  standardized  salaries, 
cost  of  living  adjustments,  moving 
expenses,  paid  furloughs,  pensions, 
chances  for  continuing  education  and 
other  fringe  benefits.  Those  who  chose  to 
serve  in  mission  in  the  United  States, 
however,  have  no  such  across-the-board 
employment  packages. 


Most  national  missionaries  are  paid 
and  undergirded  not  by  our  church’s 
mission  board,  but  by  the  individual 
project  or  agency  with  which  they  are 
connected.  No  general  standards  are 
maintained.  Therefore,  while  some 
national  missionaries  have  adequate 
salaries  and  benefits,  many  others  do 
not. 

If  the  recent  first-ever  conference 
between  world  and  national  missionaries 
did  nothing  else,  it  pointed  out  these 
disparities  to  the  church  —  disparities 
with  which  some  missionaries  have  long 
had  to  contend. 

We  hope  a  time  will  come  soon  when 
unfair  distinctions  between  national  and 
world  missionaries  —  built  through 
decades  of  a  mission  philosophy  which 
said  mission  is  something  Americans  do 
for  non-Americans  —  will  pass  away. 

In  the  meantime,  we  hope  church 
officials  will  work  diligently  with  the 
support  of  the  membership  to  find  ways 
to  eliminate  the  inequities  in  salary, 
behefits  and  status  which  divide  the 
national  and  world  arms  of  our  church’s 
outreach. 


Human  relations  giving  appalling 


Perhaps  the  national  mission 
programs  that  suffer  the  most  obvious 
disparities  in  the  way  they  are  treated  by 
the  church  (see  related  editorial 
elsewhere  on  this  page)  are  those 
supported  by  the  annual  Human 
Relations  Day  offering,  scheduled  this 
year  for  February  12. 

Among  other  projects,  this  fund 
supports  the  UMC’s  Community 
Developer  program  which  sends 
predominately  black  mission  workers  to 
serve  in  local  church-based  efforts  in 
urban  ghettos.  The  program,  which  also 
includes  mission  workers  representing 
other  racial/ethnic  minorities,  seeks  to 
provide  help  to  persons  trying  to  better 
conditions  in  these  areas. 

We  agree  with  observers  across  the 
church  who  have  termed  the  community 
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developer  program  one  of  the  UMC’s 
greatest  mission  successes  in  recent 
years  in  spite  of  inadequate  finances.  By 
and  large  it  is  a  mission  program  vital  to 
our  church’s  witness  in  urban  areas. 

Unlike  most  other  mission  efforts  of 
the  general  church,  however,  the 
community  developer  program  is  not 
funded  through  basic  World  Service 
giving,  but  through  the  Human  Relations 
Day  offering  taken  once  a  year. 

That  offering,  which  has  sought  to 
raise  $1  million  a  year  since  1973,  has 
seldom  raised  even  half  that  much.  In 
1976  —  the  last  year  for  which  complete 
statistics  are  now  available  —  only 
slightly  more  than  one  out  of  four  local 
congregations  in  the  whole  nation  gave 
anything  to  the  fund. 

So  when  the  church  discusses  "dis¬ 
parities,"  somewhere  near  the  top  of 
the  list  must  be  our  inexplicable  lack  of 
support  for  this  vitally  important 
outreach  program. 

For  a  church  that  claims  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  mission,  such  statistics  are 
appalling.  We  hope  the  omission  has 
been  largely  oversight  and  not  by  design, 
and  that  our  offerings  February  12  will 
prove  the  case. 


Here  I  Stand 


Gratitude 
By  L.  J.  STOUT 
There  never  was 
A  better  time  to  praise 
God  for  this  one  of 
His  precious  days. 

It  may  not  be  spring  green 
And  filled  with  flowers. 

Nor  multi-colored  autumn; 

Yet  these  hours. 

Even  clouded. 

Stormy,  icy,  gray. 

Are  His  gift. 

Father,  thank  You  for  this  day. 


There  is  a  basic  ‘rightness’ in 
hiring  handicapped  persons 


By  RALPH  HASTEN 
There  is  a  basic  “rightness"  in  hiring 
the  handicapped!  And  it  is  the 
responsibility  of  every  one  of  us,  through 
every  honest  and  forthright  method  at 
our  command,  to  gain  the  trust  and 
cooperation  of  the  business  community 
on  their  behalf! 

Every  single  one  of  us  is  today  the 
recipient  of  a  quality  of  life  which  is,  I 
feel,  a  direct  outgrowth  of  the  philosophy 
of  rehabilitation  which  came  upon  the 
scene  —  now  more  than  fifty  years  ago  — 
and  which  has  served  to  engender  a 
unique  sort  of  self-esteem  across  the 
length  and  breadth  of  this  great  land,  and 
within  the  whole  of  our  society. 

Oh,  I’d  be  among  the  first  to  readily 
admit  that  we’ve  a  long  way  still  to  go  in 
providing  every  peson  who  possesses  the 
willingness  to  work  with  an  opportunity 
to  succeed,  despite  his  present  disability 
or  disadvantaged  situation. 

And  I’ll  admit,  as  well,  that  there  still 
remains  within  the  framework  of  our 
national  and  local  economy  a  strong, 
prevailing  additudinal  posture  through 
which  the  right  of  handicapped 
Americans  to  work  has  been  denied 
These  barriers  are  more  than  physical 
—  they  are  more  subtle  and  difficult  to 
deal  with  than  brick  and  steel  and 
mortar.  You  know  to  what  I  am  alluding 
here  —  how  the  public,  from  an 
employer’s  point  of  view,  is  averse  to 


being  served  by  the  visibly  disabled  ;  and 
how  the  fear  that  disabled  persons  might 
prove  to  be  incompatible  with  other  more 
“normal”  employees,  and  who,  by  their 
presence,  produce  discomfort  in  the 
working  unit  —  and  all  the  issues  of 
economy,  such  as  insurance  costs  and 
adjusted  work  areas,  and  extra  training 
time,  which  fill  the  ear  when  a  reluctant 
businessman  begins  to  spell  out  his 
reasons  for  refusing  to  employ  this 
certain  special  person. 

The  fact  that  such  views  are  more 
often  the  result  of  misconception  does  not 
alter  or  alleviate  the  difficulty  of 
securing  employment  opportunities  for 
the  handicapped.  And  that  such 
employer  ignorance  is  erroneous  is  small 
comfort  for  that  handicapped  individual 
who  is  denied  employment! 

In  view  of  these  self-perpetuating 
attitudes  and  myths  which  linger  all 
about,  I  am  constrained  to  recommend 
above  all  else,  that  the  advocacy  of  the 
church  be  directed  in  a  primary  fashion 
to  a  presentation  of  the  rightness 
inherent  in  providing  realistic 
employment  opportunities  for  the 
handicapped  as  persons. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that,  given  the 
variety  of  multiplicity  of  programs 
currently  available  through  which  to 
fund  the  hiring  and  initial  training  of 
disabled  persons,  and,  given  a  clear-cut 
and  precise  job  orientation  as 


established  through  the  various 
components  of  the  Community  which  seek 
to  serve  their  needs,  the  one  most 
prominent  need  of  all  is  that  we 
emphasize  the  personhood  of  every  one 
of  those  who  are  our  charges  in  the 
rehabilitative  process. 

It  is  right  to  hire  the  handicapped 
because  they  are  persons,  and  it  is  time 
for  us  to  deal  as  constructively  and  well 
with  the  issues  of  presenting  the  blind 
and  diabetic,  the  retarded  and 
quadriplegic,  as  individuals  in  their  own 
right,  as  we  have  been  doing  with 
mobility  and  transportation,  and  through 
acts  and  legal  means  and  all  these 
heartfelt  other  ways  we’ve  shared  in 
common  with  them  now  for  five  fruitful 
and  unique  decades ! 

It’s  time  for  us  to  utilize  these  means 
and  tools,  provided  through  the  years  by 
agencies  and  groups,  with  a  renewed 
sense  of  compassion  for  human  worth 
which,  through  the  grace  of  charity, 
enhances  self-esteem  and  dignity  in  both 
their  hearts  and  ours! 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Hasten,  is  a  counselor  with  the 
Texas  Rehabilitation  Commission  under 
special  appointment  from  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Diversity  in  congregations  is  a  blessing 


To  the  Editor: 

Dr.  Donald  McGavran  was  quoted  in 
the  Jan.  20  issue  of  TM/UMR  as  saying 
that  local  churches  should  not  “try  to 
have  all  classes  and  races  in  one 
congregation  (because)  the 
homogeneous  unit  is  a  more  basic  way  to 
grow.”  Perhaps;  but  is  the  growing 
group  a  true,  or  even  adequate,  member 
of  the  Body  of  Christ?  I  have  read  that 
His  church  knows  “neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  slave  nor  free,  male  nor  female; 
for  all  are  one  in  Christ  Jesus."  Why 
should  these  main  divisions  of  the  New 
Testament  world  be  together  in  local 
congregations,  but  we  segregate  ours? 

Dr.  McGavran  believes  that  “people 
like  to  become  Christians  without 
crossing  linguistic,  class  or  racial 
barriers";  therefore,  Christians  should 
“welcome  this  fact  of  human  nature,  not 
fight  it.”  Both  the  Bible  and  modern 
psychology  contradict  that  belief. 

The  biblical  view  posits  only  two  basic 
characteristics  of  human  beings:  we  are 
created  in  the  image  of  God,  and  we  are 
capable  of  godlikeness,  including  love 
and  justice.  As  sinners,  we  seek  easier 
ways,  “preferring  our  wills  to  His.  ” 

The  newborn  baby  is  a  bundle  of 
biological  capacities  whose 
psychological,  social  and  moral 
development  is  influenced  and  shaped 
(but  not  determined)  by  every 
experience  it  has.  In  that  helpless  little 
organism  is  an  urgent  selfishness  which 
can  never  be  eradicated,  but  with  love 
and  the  grace  of  God  can  be  controlled. 
The  experience  of  love  and  justice  from 
others  develops  latent  capacities  “to  do 
justly,  to  love  mercy  and  (also)  to  walk 
humbly  with  God”  as  revealed  in  that 
Jesus  who  loved  and  associated  equally 
with  every  sort  of  person. 

Yes,  it  is  true  that  we  would  like  to  be  a 
Christian  without  having  to  associate  in 
congregations  with  other  kinds  of  people. 
"Lord,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.”  And, 
yes,  it  is  hard  to  shed  the  crusts  with 
which  an  imperfect  world  has  overlaid 
the  capacities  of  beings  created  in  the 
image  of  God.  We  are  more  comfortable, 
also,  when  we  mistake  our  crusts  for 
basic  “human  nature.” 

Praise  God,  however,  we  can  break 
through  our  worldly  motives  and  habits. 
With  help  and  guidance  from  the  Spirit 
which  was  in  Christ,  we  can  break  out 
like  a  seedling  seeking  the  sun.  If  we  are 
willing  to  grow  in  the  light  which  shines 
from  the  face  of  God  through  the  Bible, 
we  will  become  new  creatures.  We  will 
be  able  to  see  all  our  neighbors  and  will 


Welcome  Dakotas  Area 
and  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  more  than  4,000  United 
Methodist  families  in  North  and  South 
Dakota  begin  receiving  a  Dakotas  Area 
edition  of  TM/UMR  and  local 
congregations  in  four  different  states 
begin  receiving  local  church  editions  of 
the  newspaper. 

Dakotas  Area  United  Methodists  each 
week  will  receive  an  edition  of  TM/UMR 
with  news  from  the  North  and  South 
Dakota  annual  conferences  printed  on 
the  front  page  and  general  church  news 
and  comment  printed  on  three  other 
pages. 

Also  with  this  issue,  the  following  local 
churches  will  begin  receiving  local 
editions  of  TM/UMR:  First  UMC,  Los 
Alamos.  New  Mexico  (New  Mexico 
Annual  Conference).  500  subscriber- 
families;  Pearl  Street  UMC.  Brockton. 
Massachusetts  (Southern  New  England 
Annual  Conference),  200  subscriber- 
families;  First  UMC.  Champaign, 
Illinois  (Central  Illinois  Annual 
Conference).  1,700  subscriber-families; 
and  St.  Mark  UMC,  McAllen.  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference), 
325  subscriber-families. 

Each  week  members  of  these  churches 
will  receive  editions  of  TM/UMR  with 
their  own  local  church  news  printed  on 


the  front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

We  believe  that  our  new  readers  in  the 
Dakotas  and  in  these  four  local 
congregations  will  benefit  from  this 
weekly  flow  of  information  about  the 
church  into  their  homes.  They  are 
encouraged  to  join  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  ‘  ‘Letters  to  the  Editor.’  ’ 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences  may  be  made  known;  to 
provide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis 
at  the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective; 
and  to  provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  opinion  by  concerned  churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  two-fold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian;  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinions  among  Christians. 

To  our  new  readers  we  say 
“Welcome."  To  our  continuing  readers 
—  which  number  more  than  435,000  —  we 
say  again:  Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter). 


want  to  invite  them  —  not  into  “our 
church,”  but  into  local  congregations  of 
the  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  So  let  it  be. 

Morton  King 
Dallas,  Texas 

Inchisiveness  is  the  way 

To  the  Editor : 

Much  of  what  Dr.  McGavran  is 
reported  to  have  said  about  church 
growth  in  your  article  of  Jan.  12  is  very 
helpful.  However,  his  point  that  we 
should  “multiply”  churches  that  are 
homogeneous  units  is  upsetting  and  — 
gulp  — heretical. 

In  the  first  place.  Dr.  McGavran  is 
seriously  mistaken  if  he  thinks  the 
inclusive  church  is  a  popular  idea.  Just 
ask  any  of  our  upper  middle  class  white 
churches  to  invite  poor  blacks  into  their 
fellowship,  or  any  of  our  black  churches 
to  include  whites  in  their  worship. 
Furthermore,  he  suggests  that 
Christians  should  welcome,  rather  than 
fight,  the  human  tendency  to  cultural 
‘  myopia.  What  other  facts  of  human 
nature  would  he  have  us  welcome  in  the 
name  of  church  growth?  Materialism? 
Nationalism?  Sexism? 

Unless  we  want  to  throw  out  Paul’s 
belief  that  “there  is  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  slave  nor  free,  male  nor  female, 
for  you  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus”  (Gal. 
3:28)  in  favor  of  some  “church-growth-is- 
all”  mentality,  each  local  United 
Methodist  Church  must  always  seek  to  be 
inclusive  and  never  strive  for 
homogeneity.  Philip  Giles 

East  Aurora,  New  York 

Why  not  together? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  January  20  paper  I  read  an 
article,  “Churches  grow  because  ..." 
quoting  Dr.  Donald  McGavran.  The 
article  is  interesting,  and  I  don’t  think 
there  should  be  a  campaign  to  banish 
Black  Methodist  congregations.  I 
disagree,  however,  that  the 
homogeneous  unit  is  a  more  basic  way  to 
grow,  as  Dr.  McGavran  stated.  A  Scotch 
Irish  person  would  not  necessarily  feel 
less  at  home  in  a  Greek  congregation. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  I  attend 
and  am  a  member  of  is  made  up  of  blacks 
and  whites.  We  go  to  church  to  worship 
God.  It  is  God’s  church,  organized  by 
God’s  Son  Jesus  Christ.  Deut.  10:16  and 
Romans  3:28-29  tell  us  of  the  kind  of  heart 
we  are  to  have.  Moses  married  an 
Ethiopian  woman;  Miriam  and  Aaron 
criticized  Moses  for  this  marriage.  Peter 
was  sent  to  a  different  nationality. 

1  hope  we  will  not  return  to  the  time,  as 
in  the  year  1793,  when  Richard  Allen  and 
Absalom  Jones  were  not  allowed  to  pray 
in  a  white  church  in  Pennsylvania.  They 
went  out  and  founded  Bethel  AME 
Church.  We  work  in  the  fields,  mines, 
etc.  together.  Why  can’t  we  worship 
together?  Mrs.  K  G  Calvjn 

Hugo,  Oklahoma 

Article  misquoted 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  January  13  issue  of  TM/UMR 
you  printed  a  Religious  News  Service 
story  which  referred  to  the  “Good  News" 
articles  on  clergy  divorce,  “Peril  in  the 
parsonage.”  The  RNS  story  reported 
that  our  “study  .  .  .  indicated  that 
infidelity  is  a  major  cause  of  clergy 
divorce.  That  our  research  suggested 
that  nine  of  every  ten  divorces  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  involve 
infidelity  on  the  part  of  the  man.” 

We  said  nothing  that  even  resembles 
that  statement!  In  fact,  the  idea  that 
such  a  thing  could  be  true  is 
preposterous.  Certainly  a  minister  who  is 
divorcing  faces  enough  problems  without 
the  rest  of  us  wondering  if  he  is  one  of  the 
nine  out  of  ten  who  was  unfaithful ! 

Infidelity  may  be  a  component  to  the 
terrible  tragedy  of  clergy  divorce.  But 
many  other  less  sensational  factors 
contribute  to  the  dissolution  of  parsonage 
families. 

In  our  articles  we  simply  attempted  to 
outline  these  problem  areas,  lift  up  a 
biblical  standard  for  marriage,  and  offer 
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practical  helps  for  laypeople  who  would 
like  to  encourage  healthy  clergy 
marriages.  Diane  Knippers 

Eddie  Robb 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 
Too  ni uch  insulation 
To  the  Editor: 

Following  publication  of  the  articles  on 
ministerial  salaries,  several  letters  to 
the  editor  reflected  the  view  that 
ministers  were  being  terribly  deprived  of 
their  rights  unless  all  professional 
expenses  were  paid  by  respective 
congregations. 

It  might  be  pointed  out  that  most 
professional  persons  are  most  happy  to 
have  just  such  expenses  when  income  tax 
time  comes  around.  Surely  ministers 
might  take  advantage  of  just  such 
legitimate  avenues  for  taking  care  of 
such  expenses  —  especially  since  they  do 
not  have  to  pay  taxes  on  that  portion  of 
their  income  represented  by  furnished 
housing,  which  many  seem  to  regard  in 
light  fashion. 

It  might  furnish  some  food  for  thought 
that  in  addition  to  Jiousing,  most 


congregations  provide  complete 
maintenance,  insurance  and  utilities  — 
the  very  obligations  that  most  of  their 
members  are  finding  more  and  more 
difficult  to  meet. 

It  would  seem  entirely  “conceivable 
that  ministers  could  lose  touch  with 
many  of  the  realities  of  life  today  by 
being  insulated  from  most  of  the  nitty 
gritty,  day-to-day  expenses  the  average 
church  member  is  facing. 

H.  J.  McKinney 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida 
Burial  address 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  January  6  issue  of  the  Reporter 
you  printed  a  news  item  from  Religious 
News  Service  from  Washington,  D.C. 
about  the  St.  Francis  Burial  and 
Counseling  Society,  Inc.  for  low  cost 
funerals.  Could  you  tell  me  where  to 
write  to  them?  Albert  W.  Kennison 

Newton  Centre,  Mass. 
Editors  Note:  The  address  you  requested 
is:  St.  Francis  Burial  and  Counseling 
Society.  Inc.,  1768  Church  St.,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20036. 
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Make  Change 


Christian  love  and  concern  are  important  ingredients  in  children's  lives  when  change 
is  going  on  a!!  about  them.  Between  200  and  300  children  a  year  receive  such  love 
and  concern  at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  School,  Tampa,  Fla.  □  St.  Paul  School 
was  started  in  1944  to  serve  children  of  the  Latin-American  community  of  Tampa. 
Over  the  years  the  neighborhood  has  changed  and  the  school,  with  classes  and 
day-care  services  for  pre-schoolers  through  sixth-graders,  now  has  an  80  percent 
black  enrollment.  □  Children  of  different  racial  and  ethnic  groups  learn  to  study 
and  play  together  at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  School  and  parents  are  learning  that 
people  from  different  cultures  can  live  and  work  together  in  a  changing  urban  area. 


Your  gift  can  help  change  lives. 


ADDUCE 


Clip  Bus  coupon 
and  mail  with 
vour  check  to 
National  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  Y  10027 
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Suffer  with  the  underside  of  society,  theologian  of  hope  says 
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By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  Christians  must  be 
willing  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
suffering  of  others  if  they  are  to 
experience  fellowship  with  Jesus  and 
with  each  other,  a  prominent  German 
theologian  told  persons  attending  the 
annual  Ministers’  Week  at  Emory 
University  here  last  week. 

Dr.  Jurgen  Molt- 
mann,  widely 
known  for  his  dev¬ 
elopment  of  a  “the¬ 
ology  of  hope,”  said 
that  accepting 
Jesus’  call  to  share 
in  God’s  sacrificial 
suffering  for  hu¬ 
manity  inevitably 
brings  the  Christian 
into  conflict  with  , 
many  worldly  val-  JurScn  Moltmann 
ues.  A  willingness  to  accept  “alienation 
from  the  present  order  of  things"  may  be 
the  meaning  of  biblical  “self-denial”  for 
our  time,  he  said, 

Dr.  Moltmann  said  that  following 


Jesus  today  means  accepting  His 
mission  as  our  own  by  identifying,  as  He 
did,  with  the  poor,  the  sick  and  the 
downtrodden. 

This  mission  requires  acceptance  of 
people  from  the  “underside  of  society" 
as  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  critiquing  the 
values  of  "the  rich  and  the  healthy,  the 
self-satisfied  and  self-righteous.’’  It 
means  accepting  the  sufferings  of  others 
as  our  sufferings,  and  “dying  daily”  to 
heal  the  wounds  of  the  weak  and 
disadvantaged,  he  said. 

Hope  for  hopeless 

The  good  news  Jesus  brought  —  and 
brings  —  is  news  of  saving  hope  for  those 
whose  lives  otherwise  seem  hopeless, 
according  to  Dr.  Moltmann. 

Jesus’  message  is  at  the  same  time  a 
call  to  trust  in  God  and  a  call  to  human 
freedom  from  anxiety  and  the  fear  of 
death.  Jesus  both  announced  the  coming 
of  God’s  Kingdom  and  acted  it  out  by 
freely  taking  upon  Himself  all  the  hurts 
and  distortions  of  human  life.  Because  of 
who  He  was  and  the  way  He  healed 
people  through  suffering  service,  Jesus 


broke  down  the  barriers  between  human 
beings  and  God.  and  provided  the  defin¬ 
itive  model  for  reconciling  human  beings 
to  God  and  each  other. 

Not  Jesus’ cross  -  our  cross 
Those  who  seek  to  follow  Jesus  are  not 
required  to  take  His  cross  and  death  upon 
themselves,  according  to  Dr.  Moltmann. 
"For  the  reconciling  of  the  world,  God 
alone  has  done  enough"  by  coming  to  us 
as  He  did  in  Jesus.  But  Jesus’  followers 
are  called  to  take  up  their  own  crosses, 
which  means  that  “each  of  us  has 
waiting  for  us  in  our  lives  a  measure  of 
suffering  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
assume  in  solidarity  with  all  who  suffer.  ” 
“Whoever  no  longer  seeks  to  push 
suffering  off  on  others,  whoever  takes  on 
suffering  from  others,  such  a  person 
heals  and  spreads  freedom  and 
communicates  peace  to  others,”  Dr. 
Moltmann  said.  “Such  a  person  is  in  the 
deepest  sense  healthy,  even  when  he  or 
she  dies  as  a  result.  From  this  person 
others  also  gain  health.” 

The  strength  to  identify  freely  with  the 
poor  and  the  weak  and  the  sick  comes 
from  prayer  and  contemplation.  Dr. 


Moltmann  said.  A  person  who  seeks  to  fill 
up  his  own  “inner  emptiness  through 
service  to  others  will  only  spread  this 
emptiness  further  ”  Prayerful 
communion  with  Jesus,  on  the  other 
hand,  fills  our  emptiness  with  the  power 
of  God’s  reconciling  love. 

Immersed  in  Crucified  One 

“In  contemplation,”  he  said,  “we 
become  immersed  in  the  Crucified  One 
and  forget  ourselves  —  until  we  find 
ourselves  again.  We  become  aware  of  the 
presence  of  the  resurrected  Christ  in  the 
depths  of  our  soul  and  experience  His 
spiritual  presence.  Meditation  destroys 
the  fetish  we  have  made  out  of  activity. 
Through  communion  with  Jesus  we 
understand  our  own  identity  as  one  which 
is  received  from  God  —  a  freed  and 
redeemed  identity  —  and  with  quiet 
certainty  we  can  take  our  place  and 
assume  our  responsibilities  within  the 
redeeming  history  of  God  with  the 
world.” 

And  we  are  given  strength  through 
prayer  to  love  and  serve  because  our 
service  is  done  “in  the  name  of.  and  with 


the  help  of.  the  One  who  is  the 
resurrection  and  the  life." 

Not  like-minded  association 

The  church  is  not  supposed  to  be  an 
“association  of  the  like-minded”  but  a 
serving  fellowship  of  people  with 
divergent  gifts  who  answer  the  call  to 
make  Jesus'  mission  their  own,  Dr. 
Moltmann  said.  "The  ordinary  laws  of 
social  stratification  and  the  struggle  for 
recognition  and  power  end  at  the  point 
where  members  begin  to  serve  one 
another  with  their  best  efforts  and 
together  live  out  the  servanthood  of 
Jesus"  in  the  world 

Dr.  Moltmann  warned  against  the 
church’s  tendency  to  delegate  its  service 
to  the  ordained  clergy.  He  said  it  is  a  sign 
of  sickness  when  members  of  a 
congregation  participate  in  service  only 
through  their  gifts  of  money  and  not 
through  direct  participation  in  ministry 
and  service  to  those  who  suffer.  When  the 
Christian  responsibility  for  service  is 
delegated,  “lay  members  become  ever 
more  passive  and  the  variety  and 
fullness  of  Christian  fellowship  become 
alien  to  our  experience.” 

A  major  part  of  the  professional 


minister's  task  is  finding  ways  by  which 
the  church's  members  may  engage  in 
acts  of  services  such  that  “each  one  has 
his  share  in  the  whole  enterprise,”  Dr. 
Moltmann  said  "All  our  attempts  at 
achieving  fellowship  in  the  church  will  be 
for  nought  if  we  do  not  recognize  that 
serving  and  fellowship  are  basically 
inseparable." 

Fellowship  with  Jesus 
In  response  to  an  observation  that 
much  of  the  church’s  activity  in  America 
does  not  involve  the  members  in 
“serving  fellowship.”  and  that  our 
churches  do  tend  to  be  associations  of 
persons  who  are  economically  and 
socially  “like-minded,"  Dr.  Moltmann 
said:  "The  church  in  Germany  tends  to 
be  the  same  way.  But  that  is  not  the  way 
for  us  fully  to  experience  fellowship  with 
Jesus  or  with  other  Christian  disciples. 
Jesus  broke  through  the  principle  of 
association  only  with  the  like-minded  in 
his  identification  with  those  who  were 
poor,  and  sick  and  downtrodden.  Indeed, 
if  He  had  followed  this  principle  of  like- 
minded  association,  He  would  have 
stayed  in  heaven  instead  of  bringing  life 
and  hope  to  us  on  earth.  ’’ 


Clergy  couples  face  hard  decisions 

Effect  of  Judicial  Council  full  pay’’  ruling  for  couples  neighed 


Farmers  protest;  others  offer  support 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Protesting  farmers  hold  up  signs  during  a  recent 
demonstration  on  the  Capitol  steps.  They  were  campaigning  for  immediate 
increases  in  prices  for  their  products,  to  bring  the  level  up  to  100  percent  of  parity. 

Meanwhile,  Roman  Catholic  Auxiliary  Bishop  Thomas  J.  Gumbleton  of  Detroit, 
president  of  Bread  for  the  World,  has  urged  President  Carter  to  take  immediate 
steps  to  provide  new  incentives  for  farmers  to  take  part  in  stocking  the  U.S.  grain 
reserve. 

According  to  the  president  of  the  Christian  anti-hunger  lobby,  "increasing  the 
storage  payments  another  five  cents  a  bushel  or  lowering  the  interest  rate  to  the 
farmers  would  provide  an  additional  incentive.  Farmers  would  be  helped. 
Consumers  would  benefit.  The  whole  world  would  gain  desperately  needed  food 
security.  But  time  is  running  out.”  religiou  s  new  service  photo 

Freedom  of  press  called 
‘myth’  of  journalism 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  Attacking 
what  he  called  a  “myth  about 
journalism,”  a  leading  church 
communicator  told  a  national  gathering 
of  United  Methodist  newspersons  here 
that  the  bedrock  of  democracy  is  not 
freedom  of  the  press.  Rather,  he  said,  the 
bedrock  is  freedom  of  information, 
which  is  somewhat  distinct  from 
freedom  of  the  press." 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Fore,  New  York, 
drew  the  distinction  in  the  keynote 
address  to  the  National  News 
Consultation  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  here  Jan.  17. 

“We  can  all  thank  God  for  the  First 
Amendment;  it  probably  does  more  to 
preserve  our  democracy  than  any  other 
single  law,”  the  chief  communications 
executive  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  said. 

“But  what  is  being  protected  is  not  the 
press,  though  the  press  likes  that  idea. 
What  is  being  protected  is  the  freedom  of 
the  electorate,  the  citizen,  to  have  access 
to  the  information  he  needs  to  function  as 
a  citizen.” 

Speaking  on  journalism  in  the  church, 
Dr.  Fore  said  the  primary  function  of  the 
journalist  is  to  “inform  people  so  as  to 
contribute  to  widening  and  clarifying 
their  picture  of  the  world  ...  to  help 
people  develop  a  realistic  and  cohesive 
picture  of  their  own  world. 

“To  operate  in  today’s  world,  surface 
knowledge  about  events  is  not  enough; 
what  is  necessary  is  understanding  of  the 
causes,  the  reasons,  the  meaning.  The 
journalist’s  job  should  be  to  help  people 
understand  the  reasons  why  things  are 
the  way  they  are.” 

He  said  that  is  the  role  of  both  the 
journalist  and  the  Christian  journalist, 
“for  I  see  no  difference  between  being  a 
good,  responsible,  honest  journalist  and 
being  a  Christian  journalist,  except  that 
the  Christian  happens  to  have  gotten  that 
way  by  route  of  a  particular  religious 
tradition  and  particular  religious 
community  and  because  of  a  particular 
understanding  of  the  way  the  world  is.  ” 

The  “informing  function”  brings 
tensions  for  the  journalist.  Dr.  Fore  said. 
One  such  tension  is  “how  we  really  are  in 
the  church,  the  institution  we  serve”  and 
how  “we  would  like  our  publics  to 
perceive  us,”  he  said.  “The  agencies  we 
report  on  just  don’t  understand  why  we 
don’t  write  up  the  story  the  way  they 
would  like  it.” 

A  good  newsperson,  he  contended,  is 
always  a  representative,  a  fiduciary,  an 
ombudsman  of  the  public,  not  of  “the 
corporate  group  that  pays  his  or  her 
salary." 

A  second  tension  exists  between  what 
sells  and  what  is  good  for  society, 
between  what  people  are  interested  in 
and  what  they  ought  to  know,  the  church 


communicator  said.  Should  journalists 
write  up  only  “good  news,"  he  asked, 
because  the  society  needs  it,  or  should 
they  lay  out  “bad  news”  because  there  is 
a  market  for  it? 

Answering,  he  said,  “I  think  the 
answer  lies  in  the  journalist’s  primary 
function,  which  is  to  provide  insight, 
understanding  and  perspective  — 
whether  or  not  the  particular  story  has 
outcomes  that  conform  with  the 
recipient’s  wishes,  attitudes  or 
expectations.” 

The  third  tension  is  between  the 
journalist  and  the  audience,  he  said, 
adding  that  the  journalist  has  the  classic 
problem  of  every  communicator:  to  gain 
and  hold  attention,  to  reach  people  where 
they  are,  to  speak  their  language  and 
reach  their  thought  forms,  to  appeal  to 
their  self  interest,  and  then  to  rtove  them 
on  from  where  they  are  to  new 
information,  new  understanding. 

New  church 
lines  studied 
for  West 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  study  to  create 
a"possible  sixth  Episcopal  Area  for  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  launched  here 
recently  by  unanimous  vote  in  joint 
session  by  the  jurisdiction’s  Committee 
on  the  Episcopacy  and  the  Committee  on 
Conferences. 

According  to  Circuit  West,  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR,  the  action  taken  charges  the 
Committee  on  Conferences  to  develop  a 
plan  which  will  be  considered  by  the  two 
groups  in  a  joint  session  no  later  than 
January,  1979.  A  recommendation  from 
that  meeting  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
1980  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

A  statement  released  by  the 
committees  noted  that  “one-third  of  the 
church  membership  in  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  is  under  the  administration 
of  the  bishop  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area.” 
There  has  been  a  need  for  some  years, 
the  statement  said,  for  an  additional 
bishop  to  “meet  the  growing  missional 
needs  and  to  deal  with  the  inequities  in 
numerical  membership  in  various 
conferences.” 

The  committees  were  responding  to  a 
request  from  the  1976  Jurisdictional 
Conference  for  a  review  of  annual 
conference  boundaries. 

Bishops  of  the  jurisdiction  were 
consulted  about  the  new  episcopal  area 
but  did  not  have  a  vote  in  the  matter,  the 
newspaper  account  reported. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Clergy  couples  —  the  burgeoning 
United  Methodist  phenomenon  where 
both  husband  and  wife  are  ordained  — 
were  hard  hit  when  the  church’s 
“supreme  court”  ruled  last  October  that 
it  is  unfair  for  them  to  receive  less  than 
two  full  salaries  as  a  ministerial  team. 

A  task  force  on  support  of  ministries  of 
the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministries 
reported  last  week,  that  the  confusion 
and  uncertainties  may  yet  be 
straightened  out.  Most  directly  affected 
were  many  of  the  church’s  250  appointed 
couples  who  were  allowed  to  accept  one 
or  one  and  one-half  salaries  by  “special 
legislation”  (Par.  451.2  and  934.6,  “Book 
of  Discipline”)  as  enacted  by  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

In  most  cases  the  legislation  provided 
flexibility  for  a  husband  and  wife  to 
perform  their  respective  ministries  in 
more  or  less  close  association  ,to  one 
another. 

The  Judicial  Council,  however,  found 
the  “special  legislation”  illegal  because 
it  discriminated  against  other 
ministerial  members.  The  council  said 
the  church’s  constitution  does  not  allow 
discrimination  “for  or  against"  some 
ministerial  members.  In  this  case,  it 
said,  the  paragraphs  discriminated 
against  others  in  the  ministry  because  it 
did  not  provide  a  way  for  them  to 
“waive”  their  right  to  full  salary. 

The  “supreme  court”  concluded  by 
saying  the  necessary  adjustment  in 
present  appointments  made  on  the  basis 
of  this  special  legislation  must  be  made 
as  “soon  as  practically  possible."  Not 
only  hundreds  of  clergy  couples,  but  also 
dozens  of  bishops  and  district 
superintendents  have  been  confused 
about  how  and  when  to  enforce  the 
ruling. 

‘By  the  book’ 

Charting  their  brief  journey  with 
church  law,  Robert  and  Rex  Van  Beek  of 
Vancouver,  Wash.,  told  TM/UMR  that 
they  first  came  into  the  conference  on 
separate  appointments  —  “by  the  book 
(Discipline)”  —  five  years  ago;  then 
with  the  1976  legislation  they  were 
appointed  co-pastors  on  a  one  and  one- 
half  salary  arrangement— ‘‘by  the 
book.”  Now  they  have  been  told  by  the 
bishop  and  conference  board  of  ordained 
ministry  that  they  must  “go  by  the  book” 
and  either  take  separate  appointments  or 
one  of  them  take  a  leave  of  absence. 

They  say  these  continual  upheavals 
have  meant  their  putting  unnecessary 
amounts  of  energy  and  worry  into 
dealing  with  church  law  instead  of  into 
their  respective  ministries. 

Council  president  dissents 

Thomas  Matheny,  Hammond,  La., 
Judicial  Council  president,  dissented 
with  the  council’s  decision  contending 
that  the  “Discipline"  was  flexible  enough 
before  the  special  legislation  was  added 


to  provide  for  the  new  “clergy  couple” 
phenomenon. 

“The  main  difficulty, ”he  said,  “is  the 
feeling  on  the  part  of  some  that  there  just 
aren’t  positions  available  for  such 
appointments.  I  don’t  believe  that  is  the 
problem;  it  is  largely  a  fear  of  the 
unknown.” 

Mr.  Matheny  said  he  probably  heard 
from  every  clergy  couple  and  every 
congregation  served  by  such  an 
appointment  in  the  church  —  some  1500 
letters.  “There  was  very  little  negative 
comment;  most  members  of  these 
congregations  are  very  pleased  with  the 
arrangement.” 

He  added  that  he  is  telling  any 
members  of  conference  cabinets  who  call 
him  for  an  interpretation  of  the  ruling 
that  “as  soon  as  practically  possible” 
was  “left  purposefully  vague  by  the 
council  to  give  bishops  and  cabinets 
some  flexibility.” 

He  concluded  that  some  vagueness  is 
probably  the  best  state  of  things  until  a 
new  shape  can  emerge  for  1980  General 
Conference  legislation.  Mr.  Matheny 
said  the  “Discipline”  has  to  be  corrected 
and  clarified  since  the  paragraphs  were 
ruled  out. 

Innovative  ways 


Dr.  Doris  Jones,  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  executive  related  to  clergy 
couple  difficulties,  told  the  support 


Sings  despite  threat 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Singer  Anita 
Bryant  performed  at  the  opening  of  the 
35th  convention  of  the  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  Association  here  Jan.  22. 
despite  a  bomb  threat  and  some  2,000 
homosexual  and  sympathizer  protest 
marchers  demonstrating  outside.  Miss 
Bryant,  who  gained  prominence  last 
year  for  her  successful  campaign  to 
defeat  a  homosexual  rights  ordinance  in 
Dade  County,  Florida,  reiterated  her 
stance  that  “not  by  my  standards  but  by 
God’s  standards,  homosexuality  is 
wrong."  REIJGIOUS  news  service  photo 


taskforce  that  while  couples  feel 
“harassed”  she  is  pleased  with  the 
variety  of  innovative  ways  both  cabinets 
and  couples  have  found  to  handle  the 
next  two  years. 

Gleaning  information  from  at  least  50 
phone  calls  with  different  cabinet 
officers,  she  reported  that  a  number  of 
bishops  are  interpreting  “as  soon  as 
practically  possible”  to  mean  1980  and 
new  legislation.  She  noted  that  three 
bishops  in  the  North  East  Jurisdiction 
and  at  least  one  bishop  in  every  other 
jurisdiction  is  using  this  interpretation. 

Among  the  other  options  emerging  are 
for  the  couple  to  take  separate 
appointments,  live  in  one  of  the 
parsonages  and  with  rent  income  from 
the  other  being  split  between  the 
churches  for  a  designated 
apportionment.  Some  couples  are 
sending  one  to  school  full  time,  others  to 
appointments  beyond  the  local  church. 


RALEIGH,  N.C.  (UMC)  -  The 
decision  by  North  Carolina  Gov.  James 
B.  Hunt  not  to  pardon  the  Wilmington  10 
but  to  reduce  their  sentences  brought 
opposite  reactions  from  the  two  United 
Methodist  bishops  in  the  state. 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  said  the 
governor’s  announcement  made  on  state¬ 
wide  television  Jan.  23  reflected  a 
“desire  to  make  the  sentences  more  just 
and  was  tempered  with  mercy .” 

“Considering  all  the  pressure  he  has 
been  under,  I  think  he  made  a  good 
decision,"  the  bishop  said. 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  was  critical 
of  the  governor’s  decision,  saying  his 
conclusion  that  the  defendants  received  a 
fair  trial  “becomes  highly  untenable 
when  judged  by  some  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  American  system  of 
justice.” 

Bishop  Allen  said  it  was  difficult  for 
him  to  accept  the  reliability  of  a  verdict 
of  guilty  in  an  instance  in  which  “there 
occurs  the  degree  of  retraction  of 
testimony  to  a  point  of  contradiction  as  is 
reported  in  this  case.” 


Another  option  is  for  one  to  be  appointed 
senior  pastor  with  parsonage,  the  other 
associate  at  the  same  church  which 
might  not  have  a  second  parsonage. 

The  taskforce  decided  to  circulate  a 
letter  to  bishops  and  district 
superintendents  listing  over  a  dozen 
different  alternatives  being  explored 
already  across  the  church,  as  a  way  to 
assist  in  the  situation. 

Meanwhile  new  legislative  directions 
must  be  found  to  clarify  the  situation  and 
these  are  far  from  the  formulation  stage 
as  yet.  Dr.  Jones  said  the  new  directions 
will  clearly  have  to  relate  to  the  fact  that 
more  and  more  ministers  have  spouses 
who  are  tied  down  in  a  career.  For 
example,  ministers  married  to 
professionals  such  as  obstetricians  or 
attorneys,  find  it  very  difficult  to  pick  up 
and  move.  The  “two  career  marriage”  is 
increasingly  common  and  may  be  one 
area  to  address  in  new  legislation. 


Bishop  Blackburn  and  20  other  clergy 
in  the  Raleigh  area  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
governor  last  September  asking  him  to 
intervene  with  a  pardon  or  commutation 
for  the  Wilmington  10. 

The  case  arose  out  of  the  firebombing 
of  a  grocery  store  during  a  racial 
disturbance  in  Wilmington.  The  Rev.  Ben 
Chavis  and  eight  other  young  black  men 
were  convicted  of  the  firebombing  and 
conspiracy  to  fire  on  emergency 
personnel  during  the  strife.  A  white 
woman,  since  paroled,  was  convicted  of 
being  an  accessory. 

Mr.  Chavis  was  sent  from  Washington 
to  Wilmington  in  February  of  1971  by  the 
United  Church  of  Christ’s  Commission 
for  Racial  Justice.  The  denomination  has 
spent  more  than  $200,000  in  legal  fees  in 
support  of  the  Wilmington  10. 

The  three  key  prosecution  witnesses, 
all  black,  have  since  said  they  gave  false 
testimony  because  of  threats  of  reprisal 
or  offers  of  favors. 

Two  years  ago  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
refused  to  hear  the  appeal  of  the  men 
who  are  serving  prison  sentences 
ranging  from  29  to  34  years  and  recently 
the  state  Court  of  Appeals  rejected  an 
appeal  for  a  new  trial 


Rumor  on  atheist  still 
thrives—and  it’s  still  wrong 


ALLENTOWN.  Pa.  (RNS)  -  The 
unfounded  rumor  that  atheist  leader 
Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  is  out  to  drive 
religion  off  the  airwaves  is  alive  and  well 
here  despite  many  attempts  to  scotch  it. 

Since  late  October  1974,  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCC)  has 
received  more  than  7.5  million  letters 
from  people  who  are  worried  that  Ms. 
O’Hair  has  mounted  a  campaign  to 
prevent  religion  from  reaching  “many 
elderly  people  and  shut-ins  as  well  as 
those  recuperating  from  illness  ...” 

Ms.  O’Hair  is  not  —  repeat,  is  not  —  a 
party  to  any  such  petition.  That 
statement  has  been  printed  many  times 
by  newspapers  and  news  services.  The 
rumor  still  thrives. 

There  was  once  a  petition  which  asked 
the  FCC  to  “freeze”  new  licenses  for 
television  and  FM  radio  channels,  which 
are  reserved  for  educational  purposes. 

The  petitioners,  Jeremy  D.  Lansman 
and  Lorenzo  W.  Milam  of  Los  Gatos, 
Calif.,  also  asked  the  FCC  to  determine 
whether  religious  broadcasters  already 
licensed  “are  living  up  to  the  Fairness 


Doctrine  presentation  of  matters  of 
controversial  importance,  and  whether 
these  groups  are  presenting  truly 
educational  programming,”  on  radio 
bands  restricted  for  educational  use. 

Their  petition  was  rejected  by  the  FCC 
in  August  1975  in  a  unanimous  decision 
by  the  commissioners. 

Dr.  Everett  C.  Parker,  director  of  the 
Office  of  Communication  for  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  says  his  office  still 
receives  many  requests  for  information 
about  the  issue.  “There’s  been  a  new 
round  (of  the  rumors)  started.”  he  said. 

Ben  Armstrong,  executive  secretary 
for  National  Religious  Broadcasters, 
Inc.,  says,  “We  think  there’s  some  one 
out  there  that’s  sending  these  petitions  to 
local  churches."  He  adds  that  there’s  “no 
way  of  tracing  it.” 

Meanwhile  at  the  FCC  in  Washington. 
Carroll  White,  of  the  Complaints  and 
Compliance  Department,  says  7,000 
letters  come  in  every  day  to  protest  Ms. 
O’Hair’s  alleged  campaign.  “Every 
one’s  writing  their  Congressman  about 
this  and  we’re  getting  all  the  letters,"  he 
said. 


Give  now. 

So  she  can  learn  today...  and  earn  tomorrow. 


Right  now,  thousands  of  young 
black  women  are  seeking  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  They  want  that 
opportunity  to  learn. 

Since  1972  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  has  supported  twelve 
black  colleges  through  the  Black 
College  Fund. 

Young  adults  seeking  a  higher 
education  need  your  help.  They 
need  your  dollars. 

So  if  you'd  like  to  improve  the 


future  of  some  young  woman,  sup¬ 
port  the  annual  Black  College 
Fund  apportionment  through 
your  local  church  today. 

Your  dollars  will  provide  learn¬ 
ing  for  today. .  .earning  for  to¬ 
morrow.  For  more  information 
write  or  call  today. 

The  Black 
College  Fund 


P.  O.  Box  871  Nashville.  Tennessee  37202  615/327-2700 
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NEW  YORK  —  Actor  Paul  Winfield  stars  as  the  young 
Baptist  preacher,  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  who  sprang  into 
national  prominence  when  he  led  the  1955  bus  boycott  in 
Montgomery.  Ala.  The  NBC-TV  movie  charts  the  course  and 
main  events  of  his  life  and  will  be  aired  Feb.  12, 13  and  14. 


In  the  scene  of  the  march  at  Selma,  Coretta  King  played  by 
Cicely  Tyson  and  Dr.  King  played  by  Mr.  Winfield  lead  the 
civil  rights  demonstrators  down  the  highway  toward  town. 

NBC-TV  PHOTOS 


From  Montgomery  to  Memphis 


Drama  retraces  Dr.  King’s  life 


By  FREDERIC  A.  BRUSSAT 

NEW  YORK  —  A  dramatization  of  the 
life  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. ,  the  Nobel 
Prize  winning  civil  rights  leader,  will  air 
Feb.  12,  13  and  14  over  NBC-TV  from 
9: 00-11 :00  Eastern  Time  each  night. 

This  ambitious  movie-made-for-tele- 
vision  charts  the  ministry  of  Dr.  King 
from  age  23  to  his  death  at  39.  Viewers 
are  swept  along  into  the  whirlwind  of 
events  in  his  crusade  to  achieve  justice 
and  equality  for  his  people : 

•  the  1955  Montgomery  bus  boycott 
which  brought  the  young  Baptist 
preacher  into  national  prominence; 

•  the  campaign  for  desegregation  in 
Birmingham  which  led  President  John 
F.  Kennedy  to  propose  the  broadest  civil 
rights  legislation  in  U.  S.  history  ; 

•  King’s  1964  acceptance  of  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  ; 

•  the  Selma  March  which  brought  into 
being  the  Voting  Rights  Act 
guaranteeing  the  vote  for  thousands  of 
Southern  blacks  ; 

•  the  Memphis  program  emphasizing 


King’s  solidarity  with  striking  black 
sanitation  workers. 

Paul  Winfield  (“Sounder”)  stars  as 
Dr.  King,  Cicely  Tyson  (“The 
Autobiography  of  Miss  Jane  Pittman”) 
is  his  wife  Coretta,  and  Ossie  Davis  is 
the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Sr. 
Included  in  the  large  supporting  cast  is 
Yolanda  King,  the  21-year-old  daughter 
of  the  slain  Baptist  preacher  and  activist. 
She  is  cast  as  Rosa  Parks,  the  black 
seamstress  whose  refusal  to  give  up  her 
seat  set  in  motion  the  Montgomery  bus 
boycott. 

Abby  Mann,  the  writer  and  director  of 
this  TV  movie,  met  Dr.  King  in  1966.  He 
was  most  impressed  by  Dr.  King’s 
unswerving  commitment  to  nonviolence, 
his  social  vision  and  his  courage  in  the 
face  of  always  present  danger. 

In  his  screenplay  Mr.  Mann  portrays 
King  as  a  charismatic  but  always 
vulnerable  man.  As  an  activist  and 
visionary.  Dr.  King  was  strong  in  his 
convictions  and  bold  in  his  deeds.  As  a 
private  person,  he  was  often  his  own 


worst  enemy  —  struggling  with  self¬ 
doubts,  fear  and  guilt  over  the  anguish  he 
caused  those  who  loved  him  most. 

The  screenplay  contains  controversial 
interpretations  of  J.  Edgar  Hoover’s 
hatred  for  King,  the  uneasy  relationship 
between  the  civil  rights  leader  and  the 
Kennedys,  King’s  estrangement  from 
President  Johnson  on  account  of  his  anti- 
Vietnam  war  stand.  King’s  respect  for 
but  basic  moral  disagreement  with 
Malcolm  X,  and  intimations  of  a 
conspiracy  in  connection  with  King’s 
assassination. 

There  is  a  line  in  the  script  where  Dr. 
King  says,  “To  really  carry  out  the 
precepts  of  Jesus  would  be  the  most 
revolutionary  and  dangerous  thing  in  the 
world.”  The  airing  of  this  six-hour  drama 
offers  Christians  the  occasion  to  assess 
Dr.  King’s  ministry  and  to  look  seriously 
at  the  moral  challenge  which  his  biblical 
vision  sets  before  us. 

Mr.  Brussat  is  director  of  Cultural 
Information  Service  in  New  York. 


Churches  urged  to  aid  working 
mothers— nation’s  ‘new  majority’ 


CINCINNATI  (RNS)  -  A  Lutheran 
minister  has  challenged  the  churches  to 
meet  the  increasingly  critical  needs  of  a 
“new  majority”  —  the  nation’s  working 
mothers. 

Writing  in  the  St.  Anthony  Messenger, 
a  Roman  Catholic  magazine,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  W.  Klewin  of  Pleasantville,  N. J. . 
says  that  the  churches  should  become 
active  in  the  operation  of  day-care 
centers,  badly  needed  to  serve  the 
children  as  mothers  go  off  to  business. 
Parishes,  he  adds,  could  pool  efforts  to 
care  for  such  children  even  in  cases 
where  they  cannot  operate  a  day-care 
facility. 

Mr.  Klewin,  who  served  for  22  years  as 
an  Air  Force  chaplain,  notes  that  for  the 
first  time  in  U.S.  history,  approximately 
50  percent  of  all  mothers  are  now 
working  outside  the  home.  The  total 
includes  one-third  of  all  mothers  of 
preschoolers  and  more  than  half  of  those 
who  have  school-age  children. 

Labor  Department  data  has  revealed, 
he  noted,  that  some  33  million  children 
under  18  have  working  mothers,  and  that 
six  million  of  them  are  under  school  age 
who  require  some  kind  of  day-care 
during  the  day  while  their  mothers  work. 

“The  reasons  why  these  mothers  work 
may  vary,  but  most  do  so  out  of  economic 
necessity,”  Mr.  Klewin  says. 

Nationally,  there  are  facilities  for  only 
one  million  of  the  more  than  six  million 
preschool  children  having  working 
mothers,  he  says,  adding  that  finding 
adequate  day-care  arrangements  for 
children  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
problems  involved  in  working  outside  the 
home. 

“A  new  type  of  society  is  being  created 
in  America ;  one  to  which  a  response,  or 
even  general  recognition,  has  not  yet 
been  made  in  an  adequate  way  by 
government,  the  community  or  even  the 
church,”  the  Lutheran  clergyman  states. 
‘  ‘Where  can  the  church  begin?  ” 

He  suggests  that  the  church  can  begin 
by  initiating  or  incorporating  into 
existing  programs  the  following: 

•  Counseling  for  those  planning 
marriage  about  the  dilemma  they  will 
face  when  they  have  children;  should  the 
wife  return  to  work  or  remain  at  home? 

•  Seminars  for  married  couples  with 
children  to  help  them  in  making 
decisions  relating  to  the  wife’s  return  to 
work. 

•  Plans  for  nursery  schools,  preschool, 
kindergarten  and  day-care  centers  in 
parishes  where  community  needs 
warrant  them. 


•  Organized  lobbying  of  government  at 
all  levels  to  help  working  mothers, 
especially  the  single-parent  woman,  find 
adequate  day-care  for  their  children. 

•  Education  for  the  family  that  will 
provide  ways  to  cope  with  a  profound 
social  change  in  U.S.  society,  the 
increasing  numbers  of  working  mothers. 

“The  church  must  carefully  consider 
what  solutions  it  can  offer  to  the  needs  of 
both  children  and  working  mothers,"  said 
Mr.  Klewin.  “Priorities  should  take  into 
account:  (1)  protecting  the  child  and 
his  or  her  need  for  security  and  safety; 
(2)  meeting  the  social,  personal  and 
religious  developmental  needs  of  the 
child  which  the  mother  may  no  longer  be 


able  to  supply  completely  because  she 
is  absent  working;  (3)  undergirding  the 
family  during  a  time  when  divorce  is 
increasing  and  leaving  more  children 
in  one-parent  families." 

Mr.  Klewin  says,  “The  mandate  from 
Christ  to  serve  children  and  single 
mothers  is  clear.  Both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  require  the  Christian 
communi'ty  to  provide  for  orphans  and 
widows.  So  the  church  should  be 
involved,  as  it  has  been  traditionally  in 
these  areas  of  social  concern, 
particularly  with  orphans  and  children 
for  whom  parents  are  unable  to  provide 
care." 


Educators  to  design 
6 Pacific  strategy 9 


SEATTLE  (UMC)  -  In  the  judgment 
of  many  the  next  great  impulse  for 
growth  and  cultural  movement  will  be 
the  Pacific  area,  said  a  United  Methodist 
educator.  So  UM  college  officials  took  the 
first  step  here  Jan.  20-21  to  design  a 
"Pacific  strategy”  in  higher  education. 

In  a  consultation  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
(BHEM)  representatives  of  three  of  the 
denomination’s  West  Coast  schools  — 
University  of  the  Pacific,  University  of 
Puget  Sound  and  Claremont  School  of 
Theology  —  met  with  officials  of  jUM- 
related  Hawaii  Loa  College  and  Alaska 
Methodist  University  (AMU). 

Setting  the  stage  for  the  talks,  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the 
board,  explained:  “The  term  ‘Pacific 
Rim’  was  coined  some  years  ago  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  the  nations  that 
rim  the  Pacific  will  have  a  decisive  role 
to  play  in  the  next  century  in  political, 
economic  and  cultural  arenas.  This  ‘rim’ 
is  expanding  in  influence;  its  assets  will 
be  exploited  for  good  or  ill. 

“The  board  is  charged  with 
responsibility  for  charting  the  future  for 
the  church’s  care  for  higher  education,” 
he  said.  “It  is,  therefore,  clearly 
incumbent  upon  us  to  begin  to  devote 
attention  to  the  institutions  presently  in 
the  Pacific  Rim  and  to  the  possible 
strategies  for  increasing  church 
influence  through  higher  education  in 
this  international  community.” 

Opening  remarks  by  the  participants 
revealed  a  Pacific  orientation  already 
present  in  each  of  the  schools.  Asian 


students  are  enrolled  in  significant 
numbers  in  the  mainland  colleges,  and 
foreign  study  programs  in  the  Pacific  are 
offered  U.S.  students  as  an  ongoing  part 
of  the  curriculum.  Hawaii  Loa  and  AMU 
have  cross-cultural  studies  at  the  core  of 
their  curriculum.  Richard  Cain, 
president  of  Claremont,  indicated  that  27 
of  his  220  full-time  equivalent  students 
are  Pacific  islanders. 

Roy  Sano,  BHEM  member  who  is 
director  of  the  Pacific  and  Asian 
American  Center  for  Theology  and 
Strategies,  produced  a  little  “future 
shock”  in  his  role  as  a  consultant  in 
outlining  the  increasingly  prominent 
place  of  the  Pacific  Rim  in  the  political, 
cultural  and  economic  world  systems. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  U.S.  conducts  43 
percent  of  its  world  trade  in  the  Pacific. 
He  noted  also  the  high  rate  of  immigra¬ 
tion  of  Asians  to  the  U.S.  mainland. 

Mr.  Sano  said  he  believes  that  higher 
education  has  a  major  role  to  play  in 
shaping  this  area  and  the  infusion  of  the 
church’s  concern  can  create  a  more 
humane  environment.  He  urged  the 
group,  however,  not  to  impose  Western 
educational  models  on  the  Pacific.  “We 
should  not  put  people  through  our 
institutions  just  to  get  them  on  the 
upward  mobility  ladder,’’  he  said. 

Participants  generally  agreed  that 
Pacific  Rim  countries,  including  the 
states  along  the  West  Coast,  will  become 
bi-cultural.  One  observer  noted  that 
California’s  population  is  expected  to  be 
more  than  half  ethnic  by  the  end  of  the 
’80s. 


Bishop  calls  for  campaign 
against  death  in jection 


SEAGOVILLE,  Tex.  (RNS)  —  Bishop 
Joseph  A.  Durick,  a  federal  prison 
chaplain  here  and  retired  Roman 
Catholic  bishop  of  Nashville,  has  called 
for  a  nationwide  campaign  to  bar  the  use 
of  lethal  injection  to  administer  capital 
punishment. 

He  said  capital  punishment  by  lethal 
injection  has  been  approved  by 
legislatures  in  Oklahoma  and  Texas,  and 
similar  proposals  have  been 
recommended  in  Tennessee  and  Florida. 

“This  could  be  an  attempt  to  run 
capital  punishment  through  the  back 
door  and  make  it  more  palatable,”  said 
Bishop  Durick,  63,  who  received 
permission  in  1975  to  leave  his  post  as 
bishop  of  Nashville  and  devote  full-time 
to  the  prison  ministry. 

Since  leaving  Nashville,  he  has  served 
in  a  number  of  federal  prisons  across  the 
nation  and  has  been  dubbed  the  “prison 
bishop”  because  he  is  the  only  bishop 
engaged  full-time  in  such  work. 

“Proponents  of  death  by  injection  do 
not  seem  to  understand  that  killing  is 
killing  no  matter  what  form  it  takes,” 
said  Bishop  Durick,  who  serves  as  prison 
chaplain  here  at  the  Federal 
Correctional  Institution. 

Bishop  Durick  held  that  “whether  you 
paralyze  a  person  so  he  can’t  breathe  or 


plunge  a  single  needle  directly  into  the 
heart,  I  can  only  conclude  that  this 
needlepoint  legistlation  is  merely  a  more 
antiseptic  form  of  the  brutal  and 
barbaric  nature  of  the  death  penalty 
which  every  state  ought  to  abolish  in  any 
and  every  form. 

“This  new  type  of  legislative 
needlepoint  might  be  thought  of  as  an 
attempt  to  fashion  a  lace  mask  that  will 
cover  and  beautify  the  ugly  face  of 
capital  punishment,”  he  said.  “And  this 
is  what  makes  this  new  method  so 
insidious.  The  mask  will  lead  many  to 
feel  that  capital  punishment  has  been 
made  humane  and  painless. 
Consequently,  juries  and  the  public  in 
general  may  be  inclined  to  find  the  whole 
barbaric  process  more  tolerable  and  not 
see  it  as  a  step  backward  in  civilization.  ” 

The  bishop  had  been  in  the  forefront  of 
prison  reform  in  Tennessee  and  at  the 
national  level.  He  adopted  the  practice  of 
spending  Christmas  Day  with  the 
inmates  at  the  state  prison  in  Nashville. 
While  bishop  of  Nashville,  he  issued  a 
pastoral  on  prison  reform  which  called 
for  sweeping  changes  in  penal 
institutions,  elimination  of  capital 
punishment,  small  regional  prisons  so 
inmates  could  be  near  their  families  and 
conjugal  family  visits. 


Fourteenth  NORTH  AMERICAN 
CONFERENCE  ON  CHRISTIAN  PHILANTHROPY 

April  12-14  Sheraton  Dallas  Hotel  Dallas,  Texas 

for  •  Administrative  officers  of  church-related  agencies 

•  Development  officers  of  church  agencies  and  institutions  responsible 
for  securing  special  gifts,  bequests,  and  charitable  remainder  trusts 

NACCP  78  IS  PLANNED  for  CHURCH  LEADERS  by  CHURCH  LEADERS 
Plenary  presentations  by:  Workshops  on  basic,  practical  tasks 

Ernest  T.  Campbell  L.  Carlyle  Marney  of  the  development  officer  will  be 

Gaylord  Donnelley  James  I.  McCord  conducted  by  other  professionals 

Conrad  Teitell  in  specialized  fields. 

For  information,  write  to 

Commission  on  Stewardship,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  Y ork,  N. Y,  1  0027 


SUMMER  IN  CLAREMONT 

Course  anil  II  orlixhopx 

Biblical  Interpretations  -  Theology  - 
Church  History  -  Hebrew  -  Greek  - 
Christian  Education  -  Pastoral  Counseling- 
Adult  Growth  -  Christian  Life  Styles 

Write  Dean  Allen  J.  Moore 

School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
California  91711 


NASHVILLE  —  Jo  and  Ronn  Kerr  demonstrate  a  flip  chart  they  developed  to  help 
teach  the  history  of  the  Protestant  Reformation  in  local  churches.  The  husband  and 
wife  team  run  an  agency  that  has  filled  “the  gaps”  in  communication  and  resource 
materials  for  many  denominations.  photo  by  clydechesnutt 


Agency  helps  churches  to 
sharpen  their  image 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 


NASHVILLE  —  How  can  a  local 
church  project  an  image  of  a  caring 
congregation  to  the  public? 

Design  printed  materials  which  convey 
that  image,  says  a  United  Methodist 
minister  here  who  heads  a  private 
communications  agency  to  assist 
churches. 

“People  in  our  society  are  conditioned 
to  respond  to  mass  communications,” 
says  the  Rev.  Ronn  Kerr.  “Most  any 
printed  materials  a  church  uses  are  seen 
by  more  people  than  anything  else  the 
average  church  does.  A  minister  or 
church  visitor  who  leaves  a  sloppily 
printed  card  or  church  bulletin  in  a 
prospect’s  home  is  leaving  a  bad 
impression.” 

The  head  of  Ronn  Kerr  Associates  also 
says  that  nothing  ever  gets 
communicated  except  what  the  public 
understands  —  “no  matter  what  the 
church  intends  to  convey.  If  you  want  to 
present  a  ‘conservative’  image  then 
select  what  people  understand  as 
‘conservative.’  Church  people  often  tend 
to  be  pompous  in  their  idea  of  what  an 
image  means  without  investigating  what 
the  image  really  conveys  to  people.” 

Mr.  Kerr  apparently  knows  what  he  is 
talking  about.  He  started  his  agency 
three  years  ago  with  his  wife,  Jo,  an 
office  and  a  telephone,  Today  he  employs 
14  writers,  artists,  communicators  and 
operates  on  a  $235,000  budget  -  which 
will  double  this  year,  he  predicts.  His 
young  firm  has  completed  more  than  500 
separate  jobs  with  agencies  and 
churches  in  three  dozen  different 
denominations. 

“I  got  into  this  business  because  I 
found  denominations  not  meeting  a  lot  of 
communication  needs,”  says  Mr.  Kerr,  a 
former  staff  member  for  10  years  with 


the  UM  Board  of  Discipleship  and  its 
predecessor,  the  Board  of  Evangelism. 
“It  is  the  same  in  most  denominations. 
Church  agencies  seem  more  occupied 
with  internal  structure  problems  than 
with  communicating  their  mission  to  the 
churches.  I  just  moved  into  the  gap.” 

One  gap  he  says  exists  is  confirmation 
resources.  “The  largest  single  number  of 
requests  we  get  from  pastors  in  all 
denominations  is  for  confirmation 
materials,”  he  says.  “We  plan  to  produce 
our  own  for  use  by  different  churches.  ” 

Another  gap  is  a  worship  and  program 
resource  for  pastors  and  lay  leaders,  he 
notes.  “We  are  about  95  percent  ready  to 
launch  a  monthly  magazine  that  will 
include  program  ideas  for  the  local 
church  and  sermon  helps  following  the 
lectionary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  for  the  pastor.” 

The  non-profit  organization  —  with  a 
12-member  board  of  directors  who  are  all 
UMs  —  also  provides  a  wide  variety  of 
services  on  request.  The  biggest  job  to 
date.  Mr.  Kerr  says,  was  handling  the 
promotional  and  press  responsibility  for 
the  charismatic  conference  in  Kansas 
City  last  summer  which  drew  50,000 
persons.  At  present  they  have  designed, 
produced  and  are  testing  an  evangelism 
program  for  the  5,000  churches  in  the 
Disciples  of  Christ  denomination.  And 
numerous  small  brochures  have  been 
produced  for  Scarritt  College,  the 
American  Bible  Society,  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio,  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship  (the  UM 
charismatic  group)  and  other  groups. 

Mr.  Kerr,  who  is  a  ministerial  member 
of  the  Iowa  conference,  believes  his  firm 
is  contributing  to  the  overall  ministry  of 
the  church.  “It  is  satisfying  to  realize 
that  occasionally  your  effort  helps  touch 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  lives  for  the 
Gospel,”  he  says. 


lip  1 2  percent 

UM  giving  tops  1976 


EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodists  gave  a  record  $67,184,331 
during  1977  to  underwrite  national  and 
world  programs  of  their  denomination,  it 
was  announced  here  Jan.  25. 

The  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  general 
treasurer  of  the  church,  said  the  1977 
total  is  $7.2  million  or  12  percent,  above 
1976  giving.  The  figures  are  not  directly 
comparable  because  there  are  four  new 
funds  in  the  report  this  year  which 
account  for  $5.6  million  of  the  increase. 

Not  included  in  the  totals  announced 
Jan.  25  is  more  than  $1.1  billion  in 
expenditures  by  congregations  for 
pastors’  salaries,  operating  expenses, 
programs  and  benevolent  causes  at  local 
and  regional  levels. 

Largest  single  item  in  the  report  is 
$23.2  million  for  World  Service,  the 
denomination’s  basic  program  fund.  This 
is  5.9  percent  above  a  year  ago  and  is 
92.9  percent  of  the  annual  goal  of  $24.9 
million. 

Dr.  Wayland  said  that  23  of  the  73 
annual  conferences  in  the  U.S.  and 
Puerto  Rico  paid  100  percent  or  more  of 
their  apportionments  for  World  Service. 
Northwest  Texas  paid  102  percent  and 
Pacific  and  Southwest  paid  101  percent. 

The  major  new  apportioned  fund  in  the 
report,  Missional  Priorities,  received 
$3.2  million  toward  an  annual  goal  of  $4.1 
million.  The  second  new  apportioned 
fund.  Mass  Communications,  received 
$484,548  toward  an  annual  target  of 
$600,000. 


On  the  other  hand,  Advance  Special 
“second  mile”  voluntary  giving  for  two 
of  the  1977-80  “missional  priorities” 
lagged  far  behind  goals  set  by  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

A  total  of  $1.6  million  was  received  for 
World  Hunger  toward  a  target  of  $3 
million.  Even  further  behind  was 
Advance  giving  for  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Churches  which  came  to  $275,645 
against  a  goal  of  $3.5  million. 

Among  apportioned  funds.  $7.5  million 
was  received  for  ministerial  education 
against  a  $12.6  million  apportionment. 
The  Black  College  Fund  received  $4.6 
million  toward  a  goal  of  $6  million. 
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MARCH  7  11-day  Egypt/Israel/Jordan.  March  7  10- 
dav  Israel  May’8  15-day  Middle  East  June  1  12-day 
Hawaii.  July  1  22-day  Middle  East  including  Rome, 
Baghdad,  Cairo.  Damascus.  Israel.  Jordan  and 
Athens  July  10  15-da v  Europe.  Contact:  World  Wide 
Christian  fours,  P  O.  Box  506.  Elizabethtown.  Ky. 
42701,  (5021769-5900. _ 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  TOURS  to  Bolivia.  Brazil.  Peru 
and  Argentina.  Depart  April  9  for  11  or 21  days,  sight¬ 
seeing  and  missions.  Reservations  due  Feb.  22  Spon¬ 
sored  by  Boston  Avenue  Church.  Rev  Gordon  Spen¬ 
cer.  1301  S  Boston.  Tulsa,  Okla  .  74119.  phone  (918) 
583-5181 


MINISTER,  age  26.  married,  with  experience  in  al¬ 
cohol  abuse  problems,  youth  public  relations,  seeks 
church  job  involving  community  outreach  programs 
Open  to  new  approaches  Write  TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box 
1076-JW.  Dallas.  Tex.  75221 


UNTYPICAL  TRAVEL 

DREW  UNIVERSITY  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL 
and 


AMERICAN  EXPRESS  TRAVEL  SERVICE 
Programs  for  1978 

COMPARATIVE  ROLE  AND  STATUS  OF  WOMEN  -  an  18-dav  program  to 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Poland  and  Ireland.  Discuss  with  people  in  positions  of 
authority  alternative  futures  for  men  and  women  in  four  diverse  European 
societies.  Departing  June  13. 

RUSSIA  AND  THE  TRANS-SIBERIAN  RAILROAD  -  a  20-day  program 
giving  vou  an  intimate  look  at  the  vastness  of  Mother  Russia.  Take  a  journey 
across  Siberia  on  the  famed  Trans-Siberian  Railway.  Departing  June  23. 
EASTERN  EUROPE  AND  RUSSIA  —  a  20-day  program  visiting  Prague, 

Mozart's  favorite  city,  Liberec,  Warsaw,  to  see  how  town  planners  have 
reconstructed  the  old  town,  then  to  Krakow.  Fly  to  Russia’s  3  major  cities  — 

Kiev,  Moscow  and  Leningrad.  Departing  September  3. 

LAND  AND  LIFE  IN  EAST  AFRICA  —  a  22-day  program  to  view  the 
fascinating  wildlife  of  East  Africa  under  the  guidance  of  a  local  escort  with  long 
experience  in  East  Africa.  Visit  the  famous  natural  parks  and  game  reserves, 
including  Tsavo,  the  largest  park  of  its  type  in  the  world.  Departing  July  20. 

THE  ORIENT  EXPERIENCE  —  a  19-day  program  to  Japan,  Thailand  and 
Hong  Kong.  Explore  the  lands  across  the  Pacific  with  their  fascinating  blends 
of  ancient  tradition  and  modem  technology.  Hear  lectures  and  see  sights  which 
help  you  understand  Japanese  cultural  and  religious  history.  Departing 
September  11. 

INDIA  —  IN  DEPTH  —  a  21-day  program  ot  visit  the.sites  which  represent 
India's  cultural  heritage  and  which  form  the  basis  of  its  modern  society.  Special 
activities,  lectures  and  meetings  have  been  planned  to  shed  light  on  the  current 
state  of  India's  social,  economic  and  political  life,  combined  with  traditional 
sightseeing.  Departing  November  4. 
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d  Methodist  Commemoration  service  planned 


curriculum 
resources  keep  us  in 
touch  with  our  roots 

An  Editorial 
By  RAY  BRANTON 

“Why  should  we  use  United  Methodist 
Curriculum  Resources,’’  asked  the 
church  school  teacher.  “I  disagree  with 
some  of  the  ideas,  and  besides,  many  of 
our  teachers  like  other  literature 
better.” 


“Because,”  I  replied,  “our  resources 
are  essential  to  maintain  our  identity  as 
United  Methodists.  Without  them,  we 
may  soon  lose  our  heritage  and  forget 
who  we  are.” 

To  some,  my  statement  may  seem 
anti-ecumenical.  It  is  not  so  intended.  We 
have  learned  that  ecumenism  is  not 
achieved  by  ignoring  our  heritage  and 
seeking  the  lowest  common 
denominator.  It  is  best  practiced  when 
we  draw  strength  from  our  own  roots, 
then  seek  bases  for  sharing  with  other 
churches  who  are  also  rooted  in  their  own 
history.  To  others,  what  I  have  said  may 
seem  to  be  a  blanket  endorsement  of  our 
resources.  That  is  not  the  case.  Much 
improvement  has  been  needed.  Much  has 
been  made,  and  more  can  be  made.  I, 
among  others,  have  called  our  editors  on 
the  toll-free  Curricuphone  line  to  express 
some  of  my  criticisms  directly.  They 
have  always  been  attentive  and 
receptive. 

Finally,  some  may  believe  I  advocate 
that  our  resources  never  be  modified  or 
supplemented.  To  the  contrary,  I  believe 
the  printed  resources  should  be  adopted 
to  the  group  we  teach  and  that 
supplementary  material  often  helps.  I 
believe  in  creative  use  of  our  resources, 
not  slavish  use.  As  a  United  Methodist,  I 
cherish  our  history,  share  our  theological 
outlook,  affirm  Wesley’s  style  of 
churchmanship,  support  our  viewpoint 
on  social  issues  (though  I  disagree  at 
some  points),  am  happy  with  our 
approaches  to  the  Bible,  approve  our 
pluralism  as  a  source  of  strength,  value 
our  commitment  to  education  and 
evangelism,  and  above  all,  cherish  the 
personal  experience  of  God  through 
Jesus  Christ  which  we  proclaim.  In 
short,  I  am  a  United  Methodist  who  is 
proud  of  his  heritage.  It  gives  me  roots 
from  which  I  draw  strength  and 
guidance.  Every  part  of  our  heritage  can 
be  found  elsewhere  in  the  Christian 
•  church.  We  are  unique  only  in  the  way  we 
combine  those  things  which  make  us 
United  Methodists.  I  treasure  this 
uniqueness.  I  want  it  preserved  and 
renewed  to  the  glory  of  God. 

Only  United  Methodist  curriculum 
resources  are  designed  to  preserve  and 
renew  our  heritage.  Only  by  their  use  can 
we  continue  to  draw  strength  from  our 
own  roots  in  our  educational  ministry. 
Other  resources,  however  interesting  or 
useful,  lead  us  to  forget  who  we  are.  If  we 
are  serious  about  being  United 
Methodists  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  we 
have  no  choice.  At  this  point,  our  church 
cannot  be  permissive.  We  must  use 
United  Methodist  curriculum  resources. 


Few  subscriptions 
trickle  in 

Subscriptions  to  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  for  1978  have  been  coming  in 
very  slowly. 

Pastors  are  reminded  that  all 
subscriptions  will  expire  on  February  28, 
1978,  unless  renewals  have  been  received 
prior  to  that  date  in  the  Council  on 
Ministries  office. 

Please  complete  your  subscription 
campaign  and  mail  in  your  subscriptions 
as  soon  as  possible.  A  report  on 
subscriptions  received  will  be  printed  in 
future  editions. 


at  Methodist  ('hildren  s  Home 

The  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston  is 
observing  1978  as  its  Diamond  Jubilee  year  The 
United  Methodist  Child  care  agency  has  been 
providing  services  to  children  and  youth  since  its 
founding  as  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Orphanage 
in  1902.  The  orphanage  was  established  by  an  act 
of  the  Louisiana  annual  conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  and  was 
permanently  located  in  Ruston  in  1908  after  a 
short  period  of  operation  in  Bunkie.  Louisiana. 

A  special  service  of  commemoration  will  be 
held  in  the  Holt  Activities  Center  at  the  Home  on 

_ _  Sunday,  February  12.  at  2:30  p.m.  Rev.  C.  B. 

White,  superintendent  of  the  Home  from  1937-1960.  will  focus  on  the  Home's  history 
of  service.  Mr.  Terry  McPhearson,  who  is  social  services  consultant  for  the  Monroe 
division  of  the  Louisiana  Office  of  Family  Services,  will  speak  concerning  the  role  of 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  today.  Mr.  McPhearson  and  his  family  are  active  in 
St.  Paul’s  UMC  of  Monroe. 

The  Home  has  gradually  evolved  from  an  orphanage  which  provided  a  home  and 
family  to  parentless  children  to  a  multi-  service  child  care  agency  providing 
residential  care  to  children  unable  to  live  in  their  own  homes  as  well  as  counseling  to 
families.  In  addition  to  providing  family  style  residential  care  for  a  maximum  of  55 
children,  the  Home  has  facilities  to  provide  emergency  shelter  and  evaluation  care 
for  18  children.  The  average  age  of  children  in  the  care  of  the  Home  today  is  14 
years.  A  child  will  generally  stay  at  the  Home  for  a  period  of  less  than  2  years.  This 
shorter  period  of  stay  compared  to  past  years  is  due  to  the  increasing  amount  of 
work  done  with  the  child’s  family. 

Terrel  DeVille,  Executive  Director  of  the  Methodist  Children's  Home,  invites  ail 
friends  of  the  Home  to  attend  the  special  activities  on  February  12.  “This  will  be  a 
time  to  look  with  pride  upon  past  accomplishments  and  to  look  with  eagerness  to  the 
future  and  the  challenges  it  holds." 
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Louisiana  Tech  University.  Ruston,  and  the  International  Student 
Association  co-sponsored  an  “International  Dinner  Party.”  Nadeem 
1  Javed,  Pakistan;  Jugtar  Chopera,  India;  Donna  Bassett.  Shreveport; 
and  Gary  Messick,  New  Orleans,  served  as  the  committee  for  the  dinner 
party,  which  was  held  at  Wesley  Foundation.  Such  a  program  helps  to 
establish  a  friendship  with  students,  and  a  hope  for  peace  on  earth  among 
all  nations  as  these  students  will  be  the  leaders  of  our  nations.  The 
international  students,  many  in  native  costumes,  prepared  dishes  native 
to  their  countries  with  Wesley  Foundation  furnishing  the  salad,  ice 
cream,  and  iced  tea.  The  program  took  the  students  on  an  airplane  trip,  complete 
with  pilots  and  flight  attendants,  to  various  foreign  countries.  After  take  off,  the 
airplane  was  hi-jacked  (staged  by  the  students).  While  in  flight  the  international 
students  presented  songs,  dances,  instrumental  selections,  and  films.  Rev.  William 
M.  Stokes.  Jr.  is  the  Wesley  director. 


Special  notices 

Choir  and  Youth  Choir  of  Camphor  UMC, 
The  Wesley  Singers  and  the  Asbury 
Singers  of  University,  Baton  Rouge,  and 
Camphor  Senior  choir. 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  announces 
Lenten  Evangelistic  Emphasis  February 
12-15.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  be 
the  speaker  and  Mark  Tullos  of  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 
will  be  the  song  leader.  Services  on 
Sunday  will  be  at  8:30  a.m.,  10:45  a.m. 
and  7:00  p.m.  From  Monday  through 
Wednesday  services  will  be  at  10:00  a.m 
and  7:00  p.m.  The  Theme  of  Bishop 
Shamblin’s  sermons  is  “Life  Concerns 
and  The  Gospel.”  The  eight  services  will 
deal  with  this  theme  under  the  following 
titles:  1.  Courage,  2.  Frustration.  3.  Self- 
Pity,  4.  Guilt,  5.  Inferiority,  6.  Fear,  7. 
Patience,  and  8.  Hope. 

Workshop  on  Religion  and  Race 
Will  Be  Conducted  in  N.O.  Districts 
The  New  Orleans-Houma,  and  New 
Orleans-Slidell  Districts  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  jointly  sponsor  a 
Workshop  on  Religion  and  Race  on 
February  10-11,  at  the  Elysian  Fields 
UMC,  the  Reverend  Tommy  Bergeron, 
host  pastor.  The  Workshop  will  open  on 
Friday  evening,  at  7:30  PM  with  a 
worship  service  and  Saturday  morning, 
at  8:30  AM,  with  registration. 

Persons  giving  leadership  to  the 
Workshop  will  come  from  the  local 
ministers  and  laymen  of  the  New  Orleans 
Districts.  The  purpose  of  the  Workshop 
will  be  to  help  United  Methodist 
ministers  and  laymen  of  the  New  Orleans 
Districts  explore  ways  to  improve  upon 
what  has  already  been  done  in  the  area  of 
human  relations;  and  to  develop  ways  as 
Christians  in  the  local  church,  district 
and  conference  to  promote  better  racial 
understanding. 

United  Methodist  Church  ministers 
and  laymen  are  encouraged  to  attend. 


Camphor  Memorial  UMC.  Baton  Rouge 
Plans  Mid-Week  Lenten  Services. 

Services  will  be  on  Wednesday 
evenings  at  7:00  p.m.,  beginning 
February  8  and  concluding  March  15.  A 
Maunday  Thursday  Communion  Service 
will  be  observed  on  Thursday,  March  23. 

Worship  Leaders  for  the  series  will 
include  Rev.  Robert  A.  James,  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire, 
Melva  Renee  Sanders,  Dr.  Lamar  E. 
Smith,  Rev.  Willie  R.  Lafayette  and  lay 
leaders  of  Camphor  U.M.C. 

Rev.  Calvin’s  sermon  topics  will  be  as 
follows:  “The  Ten  Commandments  As 
Law,”  “The  Good  Samaritan’s 
Courage.”  “Ezekiel  Saw  the  Wheels.” 
“The  Coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit,” 
“Remember  Now  Thy  Creator,”  “The 
Seals  Are  Opened,”  “The  Seven  Last 
Words.” 

Music  will  be  provided  by:  The 
Chancel  Choir  of  Camphor,  The  Choir  of 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  The  Sanctuary 
Choir  of  Camphor  UMC,  The  Broadmoor 
UMC  Chancel  Choir.  The  Children’s 


Correction  notice 


The  address  in  Shreveport  and  the 
subscription  rate  of  $3.50  are  cor¬ 
rect.  Last  week  an  old  address  in 
New  Orleans  and  an  old  subscription 
form  were  put  in  the  paper  by 
mistake. 


Parenting  course 
successful  at 
Jackson  UMC 

A  course  called  Systematic  Training 
for  Effective  Parenting  (STEP),  led  by 
Rev.  Thomas  Dunbar,  pastor.  Jackson 
UMC.  was  recently  explored  by  10 
couples.  It  was  an  informative  and 
enjoyable  experience  for  all. 

STEP  uses  much  of  the  terminology 
and  techniques  of  Parent  Effectiveness 
Training,  but  a  group  does  not  need  one 
of  the  P.E.T.  instructors,  nor  does  it  have 
to  pay  the  high  fee  for  this  training  as  in 
P  ET.  workshops.  All  of  the  material  is 
built  into  a  packet  which  contains  a 
leader’s  Manual.  6  discussion  guide 
cards.  10  large  charts,  9  posters,  5 
cassettes,  and  invitational  brochures. 
This  packet  costs  $65.  Parent's 
Handbooks  cost  $3.50  each  and  are  well 
worth  the  price. 

For  a  cost  of  approximately  $100.  Each 
couple  paid  $10  for  the  book  and  9  weeks 
of  training.  Each  session  lasted  1  '4-2 
hours.  The  whole  approach  is  based 
around  reading  in  the  parents’  books, 
some  guided  input  by  the  leader,  and 
practice  exercises  on  the  cassettes.  Each 
of  the  cassette  exercises  is  followed  by 
critiques  and  additional  instruction.  The 
sessions  were  fun,  and  the  leader’s 
manual  is  organized  so  that  any 
reasonably  competent  adult  can  serve  in 
that  capacity. 

Rev.  Dunbar  recommends  these 
materials  as  the  best  that  are  available 
for  the  average  church.  They  also  use  the 
best  understandings  currently  available 
on  child  psychology  and  the  art  of 
parenting.  They  may  be  ordered  from: 
American  Guidance  Service.  Inc.,  Circle 
Pines,  Minnesota  55014. 
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Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.  chairman  issues  the  following  statement : 

“All  persons  preparing  to  become  Probationary  Members  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  in  1978  or  1979  must  become  certified  as  a  Candidate  for 
Ministry.  The  Certificate  of  Candidacy  is  to  be  issued  by  the  district  Committee 
on  Ordained  Ministry  no  later  than  May  30.  1978.  (See  Discipline  Par.  404  and 
414  1 1  The  one-year  requirement  for  Par  414.1  has  been  waived  by  the  Board  of 
the  Ordained  Ministry  for  this  annual  conference  year  only. 

All  ministers  seeking  a  change  in  conference  relations  shall  make  written 
request  to  the  Board  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  stating  the  reasons  for  the 
requested  change  of  status  by  March  1. 1978.  (Par  430)  Such  requests  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Conference  Relations,  the  Rev 
Clyde  C.  Frazier.  Jr..  101  Live  Oak.  Lafayette.  LA  70501." 


Christian  Unity 
Week. 

Lake  Charles 


Christian  Unity  observed 


Several  churches  in  the  downtown  area 
of  Lake  Charles  observed  Christian 
Unity  Sunday.  January  22,  by  a 
progressive  pilgrimage  among  four 
denominations:  Catholic,  Baptist, 
Episcopal,  and  United  Methodist  A  brief 
service  was  held  in  each  church,  ending 
with  a  fellowship  time  in  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Shown  in  the  picture  are  the 


participating  ministers  and  priests  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Fellowship  Hall; 
left  to  right.  Revs:  Richardson,  First 
UMC.  Ben  English.  Episcopal  Church  of 
the  Good  Shepherd;  Henry  Blount.  First 
UMC:  David  Powers,  Episcopal  Church; 
John  Dickinson  (Educational  Director), 
First  Baptist:  and  Rev.  Ed  Degeyter. 
Catholic  Church 


Around  the  Conference 


Seminar  on  “Aging,”  with  Resource 
Leader  -  Dr.  Elbert  C.  Cole,  pastor. 
Central  UMC,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  will  be 
February  13th  at  Shreveport  District 
preachers’  meeting  in  R.  E.  Smith 
building.  Centenary  College. 

All  ministers  of  the  District  are 
expected  to  attend.  We  especially  invite 
also  the  teachers  of  adult  classes,  the 
coordinator  of  Adult  work,  of  Family 
ministries.  Social  Concerns,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 
and  anyone  else  in  the  local  church  who 
may  be  related  or  interested  in  this 
program. 

Death  Notice 

Mr  Jettie  Bradford,  87,  Wilson, 
Louisiana  was  buried  December  23, 1977. 
He  was  a  member  of  Wesley  UMC  in 
Wilson.  Louisiana. 


Gordon  Day  was 
honored  by  the 
Denham  Springs 
First  UMC  and 
presented  a  gift  of 
money  for  his  work 
in  caring  for  the 
church  grounds.  He 
was  cited  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev. 

George  Duerson, 
for  giving  far  more  | 
to  the  church  than  | 
he  was  paid. 

A  longtime  active  member  of  the 
church,  Day  is  retired  from  the  state 
welfare  department  (now  Family 
Services).  His  wife  is  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Rev.  L.  W.  Cain  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 


News  brief 

The  Shreveport  District  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  announce  a  retreat  at 
Caney  Conference  Centre  February  18. 
Rev.  Carol  Cotton-Winn  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  She  will  use  Women  and  the 
Bible  in  her  presentation. 


At  the  KENNER  UMC.  United  States  Congressional  Representative  Dave  C 
Treen.  second  from  right  recently  spoke  on  the  important  role  Christ  plays  in 
deliberations  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Rev.  Brady  Forman,  pastor  at  far  right,  along  with  Mrs.  T reen.  Mrs.  Forman. 


Dedicatory  Services  Held  at  Memorial  UMC.  Bastrop 

In  the  MORNING  WORSHIP  HOUR.  Mr.  Flint  Robertson,  charge  lay  leader 
presented  items  to  be  dedicated.  Shown  are  Rev.  George  Sherman,  pastor. 
Robertson.  Bishop  Shamblin;  the  Rev  J.  J  Caraway.  District  Superintendent. 
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CONSECRATION  SERVICE  AT  JORDAN  UMC.  BATON  ROUGE,  will  be 
February  19.  at  2:00  p.m.  Construction  has  been  completed  on  their  Church 
Educational  Building. 

Dr.  Alfred  Norris  will  be  the  guest  minister.  Rev.  A.  D.  Ennis  is  the  pastor.  Jordan 
UMC  extends  an  invitation  for  you  and  your  congregation  to  come  and  celebrate 
with  them. 


Receiving  guests  at  the  OPEN  HOUSE  in  the  parsonage  following  a  service  of 
dedication  for  the  parsonage  were  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  C  irawav.  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Shamblin.  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Sherman,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
William  Nolen,  former  pastor  and  wife. 
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should  Christians  support  or  oppose  canal  treaties? 


We  own  the  canal  and  should  not 
be  blackniaded  into  giving  it  up 


By  N.  CALVIN  WARBURTON 

Does  the  United  States  own  the 
Panama  Canal? 

Those  who  answer  "Yes”  to  this 
question  point  to  the  article  of  the  treaty 
which  "grants  to  the  United  States  in 
perpetuity  the  use,  occupation  and 
control  of  a  zone  of  land,”  and  to  Article  3 
which  “grants  to  the  United  States  all  the 
rights,  power  and  authority  within  the 
zone  .  .  .  which  the  United  States  would 
possess  and  exercise  if  it  were  the 
sovereign  of  the  territory  ...  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  the  exercise  by  the 
Republic  of  Panama  of  any  such 
sovereign  rights,  power  or  authority.” 

Those  who  would  answer  “Yes”  also 
point  to  the  fact  that  the  United  States 
bought  the  rights  of  the  canal  from  the 
French  company  owning  them,  paid  both 
Panama  and  Colombia  for  the  property, 
paid  each  individual  land  owner  for  the 
property,  built  a  canal,  and  has  operated 
the  canal  for  the  benefit  of  the  world, 
paying  an  annual  fee  to  Panama,  and 
losing  money  in  its  operation  over  the 
last  several  years. 

Those  who  would  answer  “no”  to  the 
question  contend  that  the  Canal  Zone 
belongs  to  Panama  and  that  the  United 
States  has  only  been  acting  as  if  .it  were 
sovereign  much  in  the  same  manner  as 
happened  in  China  after  the  Boxer 
Rebellion. 

No  one  appears  to  have  mentioned  that 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  made  a  decision 
on  the  subject.  The  case  is  Wilson  vs. 
Shaw,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (204 
U.S.  24).  decided  January  7,  1907.  This 
was  an  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Appeals 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  which  had 
dismissed  the  case  sustaining  the  original 
decision. 

Warren  B.  Wilson,  "alleging  himself  to 
be  a  citizen  of  Illinois  and  the  owner  of 
property  subject  to  taxation  by  the 
United  States”  sought  to  “restrain  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  paying 
out  money  in  the  purchase  of  property  for 
the  construction  of  a  canal,  from’ 
borrowing  money,  .  .  .  from  issuing 
bonds,  making  payments ...” 

Among  Wilson’s  arguments  was  that : 

(1)  The  Canal  Zone  was  not  acquired 
from  the  Republic  of  Colombia  nor 
legally  from  Panama. 

(2)  The  Canal  Zone  is  not  part  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States. 

(3)  The  boundaries  of  the  zone  are  not 
described  in  the  treaty. 

Justice  Brewer  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court  stated.  “It  is  hyper¬ 
critical  to  contend  that  the  title  of  the 
United  States  is  imperfect,  and  that  the 
territory  described  does  not  belong  to 
this  nation  because  of  the  omission  of 
some  of  the  technical  terms  used  in 
ordinary  conveyances  of  real  estate.  ” 

In  regard  to  the  boundaries.  Justice 
Brewer  pointed  out  that  boundary 
between  Alaska  and  Canada  was  not 
settled  for  nearly  forty  years.  “Yet  no 
one  even  doubted  the  title  of  this 
Republic  to  Alaska."  There  was  no 
dissenting  opinion.  Members  of  the  Court 
were  Melville  W.  Fuller,  Chief  Justice; 
David  J.  Brewer;  George  Shiras,  Jr.; 
Edward  D.  White;  Rufas  W.  Peckham; 
Joseph  McKenna;  Oliver  W.  Holmes; 
William  R.  Day;  and  William  H.  Moody. 

What  is  most  interesting  in  this  case  is 
that  it  was  accepted  for  decision  by  the 
court  and  that  the  court  took  the  trouble 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  sovereign 
ownership. 

Ordinarily  the  case  would  have  been 
refused;  it  would  have  been  turned  down 
because;  (1)  Wilson  did  not  have  suffi¬ 
cient  interest  to  bring  the  case;  (2) 
The  United  States  had  not  given 
permission  to  the  suit;  and/or  (3)  This 
was  a  legislative  matter. 

However,  the  court  made  no  rulings  on 
these  issues,  preferring  to  deal  with  "the 
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general  scope  of  the  bill.”  It  is  almost  as 
if  the  Supreme  Court  saw  future 
challenges  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Canal  Zone  and 
wished  to  settle  the  question  once  and  for 
all. 

The  only  question  in  regard  to  the 
present  proposed  treaty,  then,  is  “What 
is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  United 
States?”  One  might  also  ask,  “What  is  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  world?  ” 

My  answers  are  these: 

(1)  It  is  neither  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  United  States  nor  the  world  to  give  in 
to  blackmail.  The  blackmail  is  "give  us 
the  canal  or  we  will  start  guerrilla  war 
and  take  it.”  (This  is  an  original  meaning 
of  blackmail,  a  tribute  paid  to  free¬ 
booters  and  bandits  to  assure  safety  from 
looting. ) 

(2)  It  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  to  have  foreign  powers 
from  either  Europe  or  Asia  control  any 
area  of  this  hemisphere  ( note  the  Monroe 
Doctrine).  Particularly  it  is  not  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  United  States  to  have 
the  Caribbean  become  a  foreign  lake. 

(3)  It  is  not  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
United  States  to  have  more  dealings  than 
necessary  with  an  illegal  government 
( the  Torn  jos  regime) . 

These  are  not  the  only  reasons  for 
refusing  the  treaty,  but  they  are 
sufficient. 

Incidentally,  the  Senate  is  part  of  the 
treaty-making  process.  There  are  four 
steps  in  making  a  treaty:  (1)  negotiation, 
which  includes  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  ratification,  (2)  ratifica¬ 
tion,  (3)  exchange  of  ratifications,  and 
(4)  proclamation.  The  last  three  steps 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  President.  The 
last  step  is  not  necessary. 

Somehow  the  public  has  been  led  to 
believe  that  the  Senate  function  is  the 
second  step.  It  is  not.  It  is  a  pre-requisite 
to  ratification. 

The  Rev.  N.  Calvin  Warburton  is  a 
retired  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  New  Hampshire  Conference 
who  has  served  as  a  chaplain  in  the  U.S. 
Army.  His  article  is  reprinted ,  from 
“ Zion’s  Herald. " 


Christian  commitment  to  justice 
and  the  Panama  Canal  treaties 


The  U.S.  Senate  will  decide  in  the 
near  future  whether  or  not  to  ratify 
the  new  Panama  Canal  treaties  (see 
related  articles  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

We  have  studied  the  pros  and  cons 
fcf  a  new  Panama  Canal  treaty  over 
the  past  two  years  and  believe  the 
treaties  now  being  debated  should  be 
supported  by  Christian  people. 

The  United  States  does  not  own  the 
Canal  Zone  in  Panama,  although  we 
are  given  control  as  though  we  own  it, 
for  an  unlimited  period  of  time,  by  the 
treaty  of  1903. 

The  people  of  Panama  and  other 
Latin  American  countries  deeply 
resent  the  treaty  of  1903,  and  with 
good  reason.  Shortly  after  this  treaty 
was  negotiated,  the  American 
Secretary  of  State  acknowledged  that 
it  was  much  more  advantageous  to 
the  U.S.  than  to  Panama  and  “that 
there  are  many  things  in  this  treaty  to 
which  a  Panamanian  patriot  could 
object.” 

We  believe  the  basic  issue  boils 
down  to  whether  the  United  States 
should  seek  to  hold  Panama  to  the 
1903  agreement  —  by  force  if 
necessary  —  or  approve  a  new 
agreement  which  is  of  substantially 
equal  advantage  to  both  nations. 

Our  nation’s  last  four  Presidents 
have  affirmed  the  need  for  a  new 
treaty  if  American  interests  in  a 
secure  and  open  Panama  Canal  are  to 
be  protected.  The  Carter  Administra¬ 
tion  has  offered  an  additional  argu¬ 
ment  in  support  of  ratification:  if 
our  nation’s  claims  to  exercise  moral 
leadership  in  the  world  are  to  be 
believed,  we  must  relate  to  smaller, 
less  powerful  nations  than  our  own 
with  justice  and  fairness. 

Our  study  of  the  background  and  the 
actual  texts  of  the  new  treaties  sug¬ 
gests  to  us  no  valid  political,  military 


or  economic  basis  for  opposing  them. 

But  why,  one  may  ask,  should  we  as 
Christians  feel  cailed  to  express  an 
opinion  on  a  "political  issue”  such  as 
the  Panama  Canal  treaties?  One  of 
Jesus’  two  basic  requirements  of  His 
followers  is  that  they  consider  the 
interests  of  others  as  well  as  their  own 
interests.  Our  study  of  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Jesus  suggests  no  valid 
basis  for  remaining  silent  or 
indifferent  to  the  enforcement  of  an 
agreement  which  is  almost 
universally  regarded  as  one-sided  and 
unfair.  If  being  a  Christian  does  not 
require  us  to  recognize  and  alleviate 
injustice  among  human  beings  and 
nations  of  humans,  our  professions  of 
faith  cannot  possibly  appear  credible 
to  an  unbelieving  world. 

The  Panamanian  people  have 
expressed  their  support  of  the 
proposed  treaties  by  a  better  than  2- 
to-l  majority,  indicating  they  believe 
the  new  treaties  are  fair. 

Our  nation’s  political,  economic  and 
military  leaders  have  likewise 
concluded  that  the  new  treaties  will 
better  serve  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  than  would  continuing 
to  function  under  terms  of  the  treaty 
of  1903. 

We  believe  if  the  United  States 
should  fail  to  ratify  the  new  treaties, 
our  future  claims  that  our  nation 
stands  for  “liberty  and  justice  for  all” 
will  sound  to  the  world  like  “noisy 
gongs  and  clanging  cymbals.  ” 

We,  therefore,  urge  members  of 
Congress  to  support  the  new  Panama 
Canal  treaties  and,  thereby,  also 
symbolize  to  the  rest  of  the  world  our 
nation’s  commitment  to  justice  for  all 
people  of  all  nations. 

We  likewise  urge  fellow  Christians 
to  express  support  for  this  concrete 
effort  by  our  nation’s  leaders  to  “do 
justice”  to  the  people  of  another 
country. 


We  have  a  moral  obligation  to 
return  sovereignty  to  Panama 


By  RAYMOND  K.  DeHAINAUT 

My  prayers  are  with  President  Carter 
while  he  is  attempting  to  convince  the 
American  people  of  the  need  for  a  new 
treaty  with  Panama,  recognizing  that 
country’s  ownership  of  the  Panama 
Canal  and  its  surrounding  territories.  As 
a  former  United  Methodist  missionary  in 
Latin  America.  I  share  the  hope  of  Latin 
American  Christians  that  their  Christian 
brothers  and  sisters  in  this  country  will 
not  overlook  the  moral  aspects  of  this 
controversial  issue. 

Methodist  Bishop  Carlos  Smith  of 
Panama  has  stated  publicly  that  ”... 
for  the  sake  of  justice.  Panama  has  the 
inalienable  right  to  fully  develop  itself, 
for  which  it  is  necessary  that  it  exercise 
sovereignty  over  the  greatest  natural 
resource  of  its  people  —  that  is.  the  so- 
called  Canal  Zone,  which  is  an 
inseparable  part  of  our  patrimony.  ’’ 

As  Christians,  we  should  not  ignore  the 
moral  questions  raised  by  the  manner  in 
which  we  acquired  the  Canal  Zone  and 
monopolized  its  benefits  to  the 
disadvantage  of  Panama  since  the  first 
treaty  was  engineered  by  us  in  1903  in  a 
peculiar  manner.  The  U.S.  Marines  were 
standing  off  Colombia  which  was 
threatening  to  reoccupy  the  Republic  of 
Panarqa.  Panama  needed  its  powerful 
ally  from  the  north,  but  the  actual 
decision  about  turning  the  Canal  Zone 
over  to  the  U.S.  was  made  by  the  U.S. 
and  France. 

A  representative  of  the  French  Canal 
Company,  Philipe  Brunau-Varilla,  and 
the  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  John  Hay, 
signed  a  treaty  that  would  grant  the  U.S. 
“rights,  powers  and  authorities”  within  a 
ten  mile  wide  strip  across  the  middle  of 
Panama,  to  build,  operate  and  maintain 
the  canal  “as  if  (the  U.S.)  were 
sovereign.”  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
not  a  single  Panamanian  representative 
signed  this  treaty.  Mr.  Hay  later 
admitted  that  no  patriotic  Panamanian 
could  be  satisfied  with  such  a  treaty. 

While  most  European  countries  have 
given  up  their  colonies,  it  is  ironic  that 
this  great  Christian  democracy  still 
maintains  a  colonial  situation  in  Panama 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Canal  treaties  not  proper  church  issue 


To  the  Editor  : 

Late  last  year  at  a  regular  meeting  of 
the  administrative  board  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Savanna,  Illinois, 
the  question  of  the  proposed  Panama 
Canal  Treaty  was  discussed. 

Included  in  the  lengthy  and  “in  depth” 
discussion  was  the  origin  and 
development  of  the  idea  of  the  canal,  the 
actual  start  and  the  delays  and  the 
problems  and  finally  the  completion. 
Discussed,  too,  was  the  management  and 
the  use  of  the  canal  since  it  opened 
compared  to  what  changes  would  take 
place  if  the  proposed  treaty  were 
ratified.  The  economy  of  Panama  before 
and  since  the  canal  prior  to  its  seizure  by 
its  present  dictator  was  compared  to  its 
present  economy.  The  age  and  prior 
political  affiliations  of  the  treaty 
negotiators  were  questioned  as  was  the 
advisability  of  turning  control  of  the 
canal  over  to  a  political  regime  and 
alliance  opposed  to  democracy. 

The  opinion  of  our  board  was  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  could  better 
use  its  talents  and  its  resources  on 
something  more  church  related  and 
Christ  oriented.  We  adopted  a  resolution 
as  a  part  of  our  administrative  board 
business  finding  the  United  Methodist 
Church  at  fault  for  being  involved  in  this 
political  issue.  We  further  resolved  that 
the  proposed  treaty  was  against  the  best 
interests  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  put  our  board  on  record  as  opposing 

its  ratification.  __  c. 

Duane  Stevens 

Savanna,  Illinois 

Born  a^ain  only  once 

To  the  Editor: 

I  do  not  understand  Walter  Vernon’s 
statement  that  you  can  be  born  again 
many  times  (TM/UMR.  Jan.  20).  I  am  a 
different  kind  of  a  person  because  when  I 
was  born  again  on  April  9,  1968,  Jesus 
made  me  a  new  creation.  I  don’t  have  to 
be  born  all  over  again. 

Maybe  Mr.  Vernon  never  had  a  real 
bom  again  experience.  When  you  are 
really  bom  again,  you  can  put  your  arm 
around  your  brother  and  hug  him.  Has  he 
gone  this  far?  You  can  tell  that  person 
you  love  him  and  that  Jesus  also  does. 

Please,  Mr.  Vernon,  do  not  try  to  cool 
this  born  again  experience,  because  it  is 

for  all  eternity.  „  _  . 

Martin  Toukonen 
Ashtabula,  Ohio 
Born  a^ain.  again? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  v/ould  like  to  comment  on  Walter 
Vernon’s  article  “We  need  to  be  bom 
again  —  many  times!”  (TM/UMR,  Jan. 
20).  The  first  stage  after  both  physical 
and  spiritual  birth  is  infancy.  After 
physical  birth,  an  infant  hopefully 
progresses  through  childhood  to 
adolescence  and  finally  becomes  an 
adult.  He  never  has  to  be  physically  bom 
again. 

Why  should  a  person  who  has  been 
born  from  above  have  to  be  “bom  again” 
many  times?  Wouldn’t  this  keep  him  in 
perpetual  infancy?  I  was  raised  in  the 
church,  baptized  as  an  infant,  accepted 
Christ  as  my  Saviour  as  a  teenager,  went 
forward  several  times  to  rededicate  my 
life,  but  was  not  “born  again”  until  about 
two  years  ago.  Believe  me,  there  is  a 
difference!  It  wasn’t  until  I  surrendered 
my  will  to  God’s  will  and  was  willing  to 


make  Jesus  Lord  of  my  life  that  the 
change  came  about. 

As  an  infant  in  Christ  I  diligently 
studied  God’s  Word  with  a  thirst  and  an 
understanding  that  I  had  never 
possessed  before.  Now  it  was  with  Jesus, 
and  as  He  opened  His  disciples'  minds  to 
understand  the  scriptures  (Luke  24:45), 
He  did  the  same  for  me.  As  long  as  I  daily 
commune  with  God  in  my  spirit  through 
prayer  and  Bible  study,  I  continue  to 
grow  spiritually  and  learn  more  and 
more.  Someday  I  hope  to  become  a 
mature  Christian. 

The  only  way  I  could  be  “bom  again” 
now  would  be  to  die  spiritually.  Since 
Jesus  sent  the  Holy  Spirit  to  reside  in  me 
and  teach  me,  I  would  have  to  renounce 
and/or  blaspheme  this  Holy  Spirit  in 
order  to  die  spiritually.  I  have  no 
intention  of  doing  this  since  life  has  been 
so  glorious  since  my  rebirth.  Besides,  the 
Bible  calls  this  the  unpardonable  sin 
(Mark  3:29).  Only  a  “bom  again” 
Christian  could  commit  this  sin,  as  he  is 
the  only  kind  of  Christian  who  truly 
knows  who  the  Holy  Spirit  is  —  and  it 
seems  highly  unlikely  to  me  that  anyone 
who  is  Spirit-filled  could  commit  this  sin. 

So,  I  maintain  that  there  is  no  way  that 
I  could  become  a  mature  Christian  if  I 
had  to  continually  go  back  to  infancy 
through  this  rebirth  process.  I  would 
have  to  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  being  fed 
the  “milk”  that  Paul  talks  about.  I  want 
and  feel  that  I  am  ready  for  “solid  food.  ’’ 
Meribelle  Porter 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Vi  ords  refreshing 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  day  of  the  theology  of  jingoism, 
popular  heresies,  and  sectarian  judg- 
mentalism,  the  words  of  Dr.  Walter 
Vernon,  “We  need  to  be  ‘born  again’  — 
many  times”  (TM/UMR,  Jan.  20)  comes 
as  refreshing  as  a  new  dawn  after  a  dark 
night. 

His  bases  of  Scripture,  tradition, 
experience,  and  reason  give  clear  guide¬ 
lines  as  we  individually  and  corporately 
seek  after  Christian  perfection. 

Dr.  Vernon’s  wisdom  came  to  us  at  a 
particularly  providential  time  as  we 
were  assessing  reader  response  to  the 
Rev.  Rod  Saunders’  appraisal  of  Campus 
Crusade. 
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More  in  form  til  ion 

To  the  Editor: 

Florence  Frost  recently  recommended 
“Marriage  Encounter”  (TM/UMR 
letters,  Jan.  20).  We  would  like  to 
strengthen  that  recommendation  and 
furnish  some  additional  information. 
There  is  a  United  Methodist  expression 
of  Marriage  Encounter  whose  executive 
team  resides  in  Atchison,  Kansas.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Ron  Wheatley  and  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  Brant  are  the  lay  and  clergy 
couples  which  comprise  the  executive 
team.  They  may  be  addressed  at  1001 
South  4th  Street,  Atchison,  Kansas  66002. 

Weekends  are  being  held  in  nine  areas 
at  this  writing  and  growing  rapidly. 
Those  areas  include  California, 
Colorado,  Georgia,  Kansas-Missouri, 
New  Mexico,  New  York,  Ohio,  Oregon, 
and  Texas. 

Marriage  Encounter  is  intended  to 
make  good  marriages  better  and  renew 
the  couples’  commitment  to  the  United 


Methodist  Church.  You  will  receive  a 
blessing  by  a  Roman  Catholic,  Episcopal 
or  Lutheran  weekend,  but  we  feel  for 
United  Methodists,  there  will  be 
additional  blessings  on  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  weekend. 

Walter  and  Euna  Vaye  Brant 
Atchison,  Kansas 

Homemakers  helped 

To  the  Editor: 

We  were  delighted  to  read  about  your 
displaced  homemaker  programs  in  the 
Jan.  13  issue  of  your  publication.  You  are 
indeed  performing  a  service  in  bringing 
the  needs  of  this  important  segment  of 
society  to  the  attention  of  the  general 
public. 

Your  article  mentioned  a  few  displaced 
homemaker  centers,  but  failed  to  make 
note  of  the  fact  that  there  are  several 
outstanding  centers  in  the  state  of 
Florida.  Our  center  has  been  working  for 
displaced  homemakers  for  eleven  years 
and  was  recently  funded  by  a  CETA 
grant  so  that  those  in  our  course  receive 
stipends  that  make  it  possible  for  them  to 
train  to  enter  the  labor  market  and 
become  self-supporting. 

We  will  be  most  appreciative  if  you  can 
print  this  letter  so  that  displaced 
homemakers  in  our  part  of  the  country 
will  know  that  centers  are  available  to 
assist  them.  „  .  .  _  _... 

Beatrice  B.  Ettinger 
Orlando.  Florida 

M.  Thos.  Swantner 

Pana, Illinois  Attack  appalling 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  appalled  at  the  indiscriminate 
and  unwarranted  attack  by  "Good 
News”  upon  four  of  my  brothers  in  the 
Council  of  Bishops  regarding  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  (see TM/UMR,  Jan.  27). 

It  is  one  thing  to  stand  apart  in 
Olympian  detachment  and  pass 
judgment  upon  persons,  but  it  is  quite 
another  to  be  thrust  by  the  church  into 
the  actual  arena  of  dealing  face-to-face 
in  a  human  and  Christian  context  with 
the  actual  problem. 

Bishops  are  placed  by  the  church  into 
that  arena,  and  in  my  judgment  are 
dealing  with  the  issues  in  a  compassion¬ 
ate  and  Christian  way,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  "Discipline”  of  our  church. 

The  1976  General  Conference  called  on 
the  church  to  study  the  issue,  not  shun  it, 
and  the  presence  of  a  bishop  at  a 
conference  to  study  the  issue  should  not 
put  a  brand  on  him,  even  as  my  presence 
as  a  speaker  at  next  summer’s  assembly 


of  Good  News  should  not  put  a  brand  on 

me'  Jack  M.  Tuell 

Portland,  Oregon 

Both  sides  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God  for  our  four  bishops  who  did 
not  just  “pass  by  on  the  other  side,” 
ignoring  a  hurting  part  of  Christ’s  body: 
those  ministering  to  homosexuals  and 
lesbians  (TM/UMR,  Jan.  27). 

Thank  God,  also,  for  those  who 
attacked  them.  We’re  plainly  told  in 
God’s  Word  that  all  parts  of  His  body  are 
necessary.  (He  even  said  to  let  the  tares 
remain  and  grow  with  the  wheat;  He 
would  do  the  separating.) 

The  tail  is  a  very  important  part  if  a 
kite  is  to  climb  higher.  May  I  suggest 
each  of  us  is  a  tail  unto  the  other.  I  hope 
we  all  took  TM/UMR’s  Jan.  13  editorial 
seriously  concerning  Christian  unity. 

Mrs.  Luke  Turnbough 
Edina,  Missouri 
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May  31  •  June  19 

We  fly  to  London  and  visit  Westminster  Abbey, 
the  Tower  and  Wesley’s  Chapel.  Then  It’s  Cam- 
bride.  Stratford,  Oxford,  Winchester,  Windsor  and 
many  other  sites  where  Methodism  began.  Next 
we  fly  to  Ireland  before  swift  air  service  home. 
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comparable  to  the  enclaves  of  the  19th 
Century.  How  can  we  expect  Pana¬ 
manians  to  be  satisfied  with  the  paltry 
$1.9  million  we  pay  them  yearly  for 
exclusive  use  of  the  ten-mile-wide  strip 
that  bisects  the  heart  of  their  nation? 

It  is  true  that  hundreds  of  Panamani¬ 
ans  are  employed  in  the  Zone,  but 
always  at  a  lower  salary  than  their 
American  counterparts.  The  U.N. 
Economic  Commission  on  Latin  America 
reported  that  if  the  positions  occupied  by 
Americans  had  been  filled  by 
Panamanians  in  1970,  they  would  have 
earned  $148  million  instead  of  $76  million. 

On  one  of  my  trips  to  Panama  I  learned 
that  we  are  charging  Panama  $5  million 
yearly  for  the  right  to  use  purified  water 
from  the  Canal  Zone. 

The  Canal  Zone  occupies  a  significant 
portion  of  the  Panamanian  heartland 
which  is  needed  to  grow  food  for  the 
country’s  people  and  provide  revenues 
for  the  state.  The  Canal  and  its 
operations  require  only  3.6%  of  the  Zone. 
Sixty-eight  percent  is  presently  being 
used  by  the  U.S.  for  military  purposes 
never  designated  in  the  treaty  nor 
approved  by  Panama. 

This  overwhelming  U.S.  military 
presence  in  Panama  is  the  biggest  moral 
outrage.  American  military  use  of  the 
Zone  is  even  more  offensive  to 
Panamanians  than  our  control  of  the 
canal.  Some  12,000  American  troops  are 
stationed  on  the  14  bases.  Yet,  this  huge 
force  neither  patrols  nor  protects  the 
Canal  which  is  today  incapable  of  being 
defended  from  sabotage. 

Our  School  of  the  Americas  which  has 
trained  many  of  the  Latin  officers  who 
man  dictatorships  in  many  Latin 
American  countries  is  also  located  there. 
The  U.S.  Department  of  Defense  has 
admitted  that  if  the  military  had  to  pay 
rent  as  in  Spain,  it  would  cost  us  $250 
million  a  year. 

American  control  of  the  canal 
subsidizes  American  shipping  at  the 
expense  of  Panama.  Our  Navy  pays  no 
tolls  and  it  is  estimated  that  it  saved  $1.5 
billion  during  World  War  II.  The  Canal 
Company  has  refused  to  raise  the  tolls  to 
realistic  levels.  This  is  because  70%  of 
the  traffic  is  American  and  this  amounts 
to  subsidizing  American  private 
enterprise. 

The  new  treaty  that  is  being  proposed 
by  President  Carter  is  not  a  “give  away” 
by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination;  those 
who  feel  that  way  should  take  time  to  get 
the  facts.  Our  original  investment  there 
has  been  returned  to  us  many  times  and 
in  many  ways. 

Our  moral  obligation  to  permit 
Panama  to  exercise  sovereignty  over  its 
own  heartland  is  crystal  cl£3r.  We  would 
be  in  their  shoes  today  if  Napoleon  had 
been  able  to  occupy  New  Orleans  and 
control  traffic  on  the  Mississippi  all  the 
way  to  Canada  as  he  had  planned.  Some 
historians  claim  that  we  owe  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  to  the  mosquitos  of 
Haiti  for  decimating  his  army. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  DeHainaut  is 
campus  minister  at  the  University  of 
South  Florida  and  is  a  former  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  Latin  America. 

("""Welcome"  local  editions  j 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  church  editions  at  St.  Paul’s 
UMC,  El  Paso,  Texas  (New  Mexico  An¬ 
nual  Conference);  First  UMC,  Fairfield, 
Iowa  (Iowa  Annual  Conference);  Lake- 
wood  UMC,  Houston,  Texas  (Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference);  and  First  UMC, 
Robinson,  III.  (Southern  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference). 

Each  week,  500  subscriber-families  at 
St.  Paul’s  UMC.  650  subscriber-families 
at  First  UMC  in  Fairfield,  150  sub¬ 
scriber-families  at  Lakewood  UMC,  and 
375  subscriber-families  at  First  UMC  in 
Robinson  will  receive  local  church 
editions  of  TM/UMR  with  local  church 
news  printed  on  the  front  page  and 
general  church  news  and  comment 
printed  on  inside  pages. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  churches 
we  say  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  edition  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.”  _ 


WESTERN  PARKS 

June  9  -  June  25 

This  late  spring  date  is  a  perfect  time  for  this 
18-day  tour  by  train  and  air-conditioned  motor- 
coach.  See  Grand  Canyon,  Zion,  Bryce,  Arches, 
Canyonlands,  and  Mesa  Verde.  Other  attractions 
are  Salt  Lake  City,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 


HAWAII 

July  9  •  July  22 

Visit  the  Islands  of  Paradise — Oahu,  Maul,  Kaul, 
and  Hawaii.  A  leisured  pace  on  this  two  week  air 
tour  with  gourmet  dining.  Our  Honolulu  hotel  Is 
right  on  Waikiki  Beach.  We  see  extinct  volcanoes, 
Pearl  Harbor,  lovely  orchids  and  gardens. 


These  tours  ere  ell  escorted  end  the  price  ell-inclusive,  with  3  meets  e  day,  deluxe  end  first 
dess  accommodations,  transportation,  and  gratuities.  Enjoy  the  advantages  ot  group  travel  I 


Write: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 

Other  tour  folders  I  would  like  to 
receive:  Q  Alaska  by  Air 

□  Surface  Alaska  □  South  Pacific 

□  Around-Across-America 


Please  send  me  the  following  folder(s): 

□  British  Isles  □  Hawaii  □  Western  Parks 


Address  . 
City  &  State  . 


- Zip - 

(please  print)  2/10TM 
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Treaties  test  moral  leadership  claim 

President  (barter  urges  religious  leaders  to  support  Panama  treaties 


By  SPURGEON  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  The  new  Panama 
Canal  treaties  represent  a  basic  test  of 
the  United  States’  claim  to  moral 
leadership  in  the  world.  President 
Jimmy  Carter  and  two  high-ranking 
officials  in  his  administration  told  a 
group  of  religious  leaders  at  a  White 
House  briefing  here  last  week.  They 
urged  the  group  to  engage  in  a  factual 
study  of  the  new  treaties,  to  ‘‘recognize 
their  basic  fairness  to  all  parties.”  and  to 
lend  their  support  to  ratification  of  the 


treaties  by  the  U.S.  Senate. 

President  Carter  said  that  much  of  the 
widespread  opposition  to  the  new  treaties 
is  based  on  the  ‘‘false  notion"  that  “we 
bought  and  built  the  canal  and  now  we 
are  giving  it  away.”  He  said  that  under 
the  treaty  of  1903.  the  United  States  did 
not  buy  the  Canal  Zone  but  the  right  to 
build,  use  and  operate  a  canal  there. 

‘‘The  treaty  of  1903  has  benefited  the 
United  States.  Panama  and  the  rest  of 
the  world,”  Mr.  Carter  said,  but  ‘‘chang¬ 
ing  realities”  in  the  world  make  the 


Bolivians  find  moral 
power  formidable  foe 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  A  United  Methodist 
minister  here  who  has  just  returned  from 
taking  part  in  an  unprecedented 
intervention  by  American  Christians  in  a 
Bolivian  hunger  strike  says  “moral- 
power”  is  a  formidable  foe  of  political 
oppression  and  violence  in  Latin 
America. 

The  Rev.  Wilson  Boots,  pastor  of 
Broadway  Temple-Washington  Heights 
United  Methodist  Church  here  —  who 
was  part  of  a  3-person  team  of  mediators 
sent  to  Bolivia  in  January  by  Protestant 
and  Roman  Catholic  related  organiza¬ 
tions  —  told  TM/UMR  “non-violent 
exercise  of  moral  power”  in  the  Bolivian 
hunger  strike  may  set  a  significant 
example  for  many  nations  in  Latin 
America. 

Dr.  Boots  said  the  strike,  which 
attracted  worldwide  attention  and 
eventually  led  to  Bolivian  government 
agreements  to  amnesty  for  political 
exiles  and  the  freeing  of  miners  jailed  for 
union  activities,  began  Dec.  28.  prompted 
by  the  Advent  meditations  of  four  Roman 
Catholic  women. 

“There  had  been  illegal  imprisonment 
of  workers,  cases  of  torture  and  gross 
violations  of  human  rights,”  Dr.  Boots 
said.  “And  as  these  women  prayed  that 
Christ  might  lift  up  the  lowly  during 
Advent,  they  came  to  the  conviction  that 
their  faith  demanded  that  they  act  for  the 
sake  of  justice.” 

Began  with  women  and  children 

On  Dec.  28  the  women  and  their  14 
children  locked  themselves  in  offices  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  La 


Receives  peace  award 

BELFAST  —  Shown  wearing  the  first 
World  Methodist  Peace  Award  medallion 
is  Miss  Sadie  Patterson  of  Belfast. 
Northern  Ireland.  She  received  the 
award  during  ceremonies  here  Jan.  18. 
She  said  ‘*1977  was  a  year  of  joy,  sorrow 
and  pain”  —  joy  at  learning  of  the  award 
last  Sept.  13.  sorrow  at  learning  less  than 
an  hour  later  her  grandnephew  had  been 
killed  in  an  ambush  in  the  ongoing 
violence  she  has  worked  so  hard  to 
reconcile:  and.  the  pain  of  spending 
three  iponths  in  the  hospital  later  in  the 
year  when  she  was  attacked  during  a 
peace  effort. 

■»  UMC  PHOTO 


Paz  just  200  yards  from  the  government 
palace  and  demanded  justice  for  all 
workers.  As  word  of  their  protest  spread, 
miners,  students,  clergy  and  others 
began  taking  part  in  the  hunger  strike. 
Eventually  more  than  1.900  persons 
actively  took  part. 

In  early  January,  the  Bolivian 
“Permanent  Assembly  on  Human 
Rights”  made  a  request  for  American 
church  organizations  to  send  observers 
to  Bolivia  to  assist  in  the  settlement  of 
the  strike.  At  that  point,  strikers  were 
being  arrested  and  the  government  of 
President  Hugo  Banzer  had  announced 
moves  to  crush  the  protest. 

Dr.  Boots,  a  former  missionary  to 
Bolivia,  was  selected  by  the  National  and 
World  councils  of  churches  to  be  a  part  of 
the  mediation  team.  Representatives 
also  were  sent  from  the  Conference  of 
Roman  Catholic  Bishops  of  the  USA  and 
from  the  Washington  Office  on  Latin 
America. 

Once  in  Bolivia,  the  mediation  team 
was  able  to  arrange  meetings  with  high 
government  officials  with  the  assistance 
of  American  embassy  personnel. 

“In  our  talks  with  the  Bolivian 
government  we  stressed  the  solidarity  of 
the  Christian  community  around  the 
world  behind  human  rights,”  Dr.  Boots 
told  TM/UMR.  “We  pointed  out  the 
effect  world  opinion  would  have  should 
government  troops  deal  violently  with 
the  non-violent  strikers.” 

Finally,  the  government  leaders 
agreed  to  talk  to  strikers  and  an 
agreement  was  reached  to  give  amnesty 
to  persons  arrested  for  political  reasons, 
to  allow  political  exiles  to  return  to 
Bolivia,  and  to  free  and  reinstate 
workers  fired  and/or  jailed  for  union 
activities. 

Church’s  help  significant 

Dr.  Boots  says  he  sees  great 
significance  in  both  the  strike  and  the 
American  church’s  help  in  settling  the 
strike. 

“I  believe  our  participation  was  quite 
significant  in  that  it  pointed  out  the 
solidarity  of  the  Christian  community 
around  the  world  in  opposition  to  human 
rights  violations,”  Dr.  Boots  told 
TM/UMR.  “The  Bolivians  told  us,  in 
fact,  that  the  willingness  of  the  American 
church  to  stand  with  them  was  a 
‘determinative  factor’  in  the  success  of 
the  strike.” 

He  said  the  success  of  the  strike  itself 
goes  beyond  the  immediate  results  of 
having  the  demands  of  the  strikers  met. 

“The  strike  says  to  all  oppressed 
people  in  Latin  America  that  such  an 
extraordinary  people’s  movement  — 
deeply  rooted  in  the  Christian  faith  and 
committed  to  the  peaceful  and  non¬ 
violent  change  of  oppressive  govern¬ 
ments  —  can  succeed.  ’  ’ 

Dr.  Boots  said  it  was  this  commitment, 
and  not  political  ideology,  that  was  the 
rallying  point  for  the  strike.  He  said  the 
strikers  widely  varied  in  political 
viewpoints,  but  came  together  in 
commitment  to  justice. 

“I  could  sense  and  feel  the  work  of  God 
in  history  in  a  tremendous  way,”  Dr. 
Boots  said.  “I  could  see  the  Gospel’s 
foundations  in  social  justice  —  preached 
so  many  years  in  Latin  America  — 
coming  alive  and  bearing  fruit.  ” 


approval  of  a  new  treaty  the  only  “right 
and  fair”  thing  to  do. 

Ambassador  Ellsworth  Bunker,  the 
chief  U.S.  negotiator,  stated  that  the  1903 
treaty  was,  from  the  beginning,  of  much 
more  advantage  to  the  United  States 
than  to  Panama.  He  said  that  the 
Panamanian  people  bitterly  resent 
control  of  a  substantial  part  of  their 
territory  (the  Canal  Zone)  by  another 
country,  and  that  this  bitterness  will 
continue  to  grow  if  a  revised  agreement 
is  not  approved. 

Mr.  Bunker  said  the  United  States’ 
basic  objective  in  Panama  is  "to  keep  the 
canal  open  for  use  by  our  nation  and  all 
nations  of  the  world.  Under  present 
circumstances,  we  (U.S.  officials) 
believe  the  best  way  to  achieve  this 
objective  is  through  partnership  with  the 
Panamanian  people.  ” 

Ambassador  Bunker  said  the  first  and 
basic  new  treaty  includes  provisions  for 
the  orderly  transfer  of  the  canal’s  control 
from  the  U.S.  to  Panama  by  the  end  of 
this  century.  The  second  new  treaty 
provides  a  permanent  guarantee  of  the 
canal’s  neutrality,  he  said. 

New  awakening  of  mankind 

Dr.  Zbigniew  Brzezinski.  Mr.  Carter’s 
national  security  advisor,  said  that 
people  living  today  are  “privileged  to 
participate  in  a  new  social,  political  and 
moral  awakening  of  mankind.”  This 
awakening  to  the  fact  that  all  people  are 
entitled  to  basic  human  rights  has  been 
seen  in  the  movements  for  civil  rights 
and  women’s  rights  in  the  United  States, 
Dr.  Brzezinski  said,  and  "the  same  type 
of  awakening  is  now  occurring  across  the 
globe.” 

In  the  face  of  this  growing  worldwide 
affirmation  of  human  equality,  “How 
can  we  maintain  a  claim  to  moral 
leadership  if  the  new  Panama  Canal 
treaties  are  rejected?”  Dr.  Brzezinski 
asked.  He  said  that  ratification  of  the 
new  treaties  will  provide  “a  test  of 
whether  our  nation  can  conduct  a  foreign 
policy  which  is  intelligent,  just, 
responsive  to  changing  global  interests 
and  which  truly  enhances  our  nation’s 
security.” 

Will  U.S.  practice  preachments? 

President  Carter  said  that  during  his 
recent  trip  abroad  he  repeatedly 
encountered  the  question:  “The  U.S.  is 
always  preaching  human  rights  and 
justice  and  decency,  but  are  you  going  to 
practice  what  you  preach  with  respect  to 
the  Panama  Canal?”  Mr.  Carter  said 
that  America’s  commitment  to  universal 
equality,  human  rights  and  international 
justice  will  be  dramatically  symbolized 
by  passage  of  the  new  treaties.  He  added, 


however,  that  the  new  treaties  in  no  way 
jeopardize  the  military,  economic  and 
political  interests  of  the  United  States. 

Asked  if  America’s  transfer  of  the 
canal  to  Panama  would  not  increase  the 
likelihood  of  its  future  domination  by  a 
hostile  outside  power  such  as  Russia  or 
Cuba,  Dr.  Brzezinski  said  just  the 
opposite  is  true.  “If  I  were  in  the 
Politboro  in  Moscow,  I  would  hope  for 
rejection  of  the  new  treaties  by  the  U.S. 
Senate.  Such  a  rejection  would  create 
just  the  kind  of  disenchantment  and 
unrest  which  our  adversaries  would  like 
to  exploit.” 

President  Carter  added  that  “if  there 
is  anything  that  could  create  a  wedge  for 
our  adversaries  to  use  against  us  in  Latin 
America  and  the  rest  of  the  developing 
countries  of  the  world,  it  would  be  for  the 
Senate  to  reject  these  treaties  after  14 
years  of  good  faith  negotiations  which 
were  supported  by  both  Democratic  and 
Republican  administrations.” 

Why  oppose  treaties? 

Asked  why  so  many  Americans  oppose 
the  new  treaties  if  they  are  so  clearly  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Carter  cited  a  combination  of 
misinformation  and  an  incorrect 
understanding  of  what  constitutes 
national  greatness. 

“Following  the  great  national 
disappointments  related  to  Watergate, 
Vietnam  and  the  CIA  investigations, 
many  Americans  are  keenly  fearful  of 
any  further  indications  of  national 
weakness,  and  some  see  a  Panama  Canal 
‘giveaway’  in  this  context,”  Mr.  Carter 
said.  “They  want  our  country  to 
demonstrate  greatness  to  the  world 
rather  than  weakness. 

“I  believe,  however,  that  our 
recognition  of  legitimate  grievances  on 
the  part  of  a  smaller,  developing  nation, 
and  being  willing  to  alleviate  those 
grievances  through  negotiated 
partnership  is  a  much  stronger 
indication  of  moral  leadership  and 
national  greatness  than  is  a  show  of 
military  might,  ”  Mr.  Carter  said. 

‘Study  the  facts’ 

Asked  what  he  expected  of  the  nation’s 
religious  leaders  in  relation  to  the 
proposed  treaties,  the  President  said  he 
hoped  they  would  “study  the  facts”  and 
then  act  as  they  think  proper. 

“I  believe  firmly  in  the  separation  of 
church  and  state,”  Mr.  Carter  said,  “but 
I  also  believe  that  religious  leaders 
should  stand  up  for  moral  principles  and 
hold  their  elected  officials’  feet  to  the  fire 
on  the  morality  of  their  actions.  And  I 
believe  the  proposed  Panama  Canal 
treaties  rest  on  solid  moral  ground,”  Mr. 
Carter  said. 


the  church  today 


Social  action  agency  supports 
U.S.  Indian  rights 

ARLINGTON,  Va.  (UMC)  —  Two  reso¬ 
lutions  on  Indian  affairs  were  approved 
overwhelmingly  by  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
social  action  agency  last  week. 

The  first  resolution  says  that  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  recognizes  “a 
moral  responsibility  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  stand  with  American 
Indian  Nations  in  their  struggle  against 
organizations  whose  object  it  is  to  render 
ineffectual  the  self-government  of  Indian 
nations."  and  pledges  board  leadership. 

The  second  is  a  plea  to  the  U.S.  and  the 
International  Whaling  Commission  “to 
allow  the  Native  people  of  Alaska  the 
right  to  subsistence  hunt  the  bowhead 
whale.  .  .  in  order  to  survive  as  a 
people.”  The  recent  action  of  the  com¬ 
mission  to  ban  all  killing  of  bowhead 
whales  was  labeled  “potentially 
genocidal.” 

The  committee  also  endorsed  “The 
Longest  Walk”  and  supported  Native 
Americans  involved  in  two  other 
controversies.  The  “walk”  is  to  start 
Feb.  11  from  San  Diego,  Calif.,  heading 
for  Washington,  D.C.,  to  support  several 
Indian-related  bills  in  Congress  and  to 
raise  the  consciousness  of  American 
people  about  the  question  of  Indian 


Michigan  pastor's  loss  is  gain 

‘P ounding’  pays  off  church  debt 


KENT  CITY,  Mich.  —  “Pounding  away”  at  church 
indebtedness  proved  much  more  exciting  than  plain  old 
chipping  here  at  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist  Church, 
especially  when  given  the  chance  to  “pound”  the  pastor. 

The  Rev  Stanley  Finkbeiner  promised  to  go  on  a  six- 
week  diet  if  the  members  of  the  congregations  would  pledge 
money  towards  the  building  fund  for  each  pound  he  lost. 
The  challenge  was  accepted.  Pledges  soon  ranged  from  50 
cents  to  $35  for  each  pound  lost. 

On  the  starting  date  a  member  of  the  sheriff’s 
department  frisked  the  pastor  to  make  sure  he  didn’t  have 
any  extra  weights  on  him  during  the  weighing  in.  A  doctor 
was  present  to  examine  Mr.  Finkbeiner  and  certify  that  his 
health  was  sufficient  to  go  on  a  diet.  The  doctor  said  he 
couldn’t  find  a  heart  and  believed  anyone  doing  this  to  a 
congregation  didn’t  have  a  heart!  Scales  with  a  large  dial 
so  everyone  could  see  weighed  him  in  at  184  pounds. 

Then,  each  Sunday  for  six  weeks,  the  pastor  weighed  in 
after  church  and  a  big  chart  informed  everyone  on  how  the 
pounding  program  was  going. 

At  the  end  of  six  weeks,  Mr.  Finkbeiner  had  lost  22  pounds 
and  the  congregation  had  contributed  $11. 461  to  the  building 
fund  at  $521  per  pound.  Another  $1  per  pound  went  into  the 
church’s  world  hunger  bucket. 

As  a  result  the  church  retired  its  indebetedness  one  and 
half  years  ahead  of  schedule  and  burned  the  church 
mortgage  two  weeks  after  the  close  of  the  “pounding 
a  wav  ’’ 


Stanley  Finkbeiner 


survival.  Staff  aid  was  promised,  along 
with  the  support  of  board  members. 
Famed  Bible  scholar  William 
Barclay  dies  at  70 

GLASGOW  (RNS)  —  Dr.  William 
Barclay,  world-famous  Bible  scholar  and 
author  of  “The  Daily  Study  Bible,"  died 
here  at  the  age  of  70  after  suffering  from 
Parkinson’s  Disease  for  several  months. 

Although  Dr.  Barclay  wrote  more  than 
60  books  on  the  Bible,  his  best  known 
effort  was  The  Daily  Study  Bible,  which 
sold  more  than  five  million  copies  in 
English  when  it  was  first  published  in 
1954.  A  revised  edition  was  issued  by  the 
Church  of  Scotland’s  publishing  house. 
Saint  Andrew  Press,  in  1975. 

Church  stockholder  groups 
target  J.  P.  Stevens  Co. 

NEW  YORK,  -  Shareholder  resolu¬ 
tions  seeking  disclosure  of  information 
about  the  J.  P.  Stevens  Company’s 
equal  employment  practices  and  its 
labor  relations  have  been  filed  by  the 
World  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  four 
Roman  Catholic  agencies. 

The  filing  followed  six  months  of 
unsuccessful  negotiations  between  the 
company  and  church  officials.  Similar 
resolutions  were  filed  by  the  religious 
groups  last  year.  The  filings  were 
coordinated  by  the  Interfaith  Center  on 
Corporate  Responsibility,  an  agency 
related  to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

Among  the  items  sought  by  the  church 
groups  are  an  account  of  efforts  made  by 
the  company  during  the  past  four  years 
to  correct  any  practices  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  has  found  violate 
the  law,  a  list  of  labor  relations  litigation 
that  involved  Stevens  in  the  past  four 
years  and  the  number  of  representation 
elections  that  have  been  set  aside  as  a 
result  of  the  company’s  unfair  labor 
practices. 

J.  P.  Stevens  has  refused  to  reveal  the 
requested  information. 

Decrease  —  not  increase  —  in 
UM  church  school  attendance 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  In  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  news  release 
concerning  membership  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (see  TM/UMR.  Jan. 
20).  there  is  an  error  in  the  last 
paragraph. 

Church  school  attendance  .  .  .  showed 
a  decrease  by  58,566  to  2.3  million,  not  an 
increase ...  by  339,556  to  2.7  million. 

The  corrected  paragraph  would  then 
read: 

Church  school  attendance,  which  has 
declined  in  recent  years,  showed  a 
decrease  by  58,566  to  2.3  million.  Church 
school  membership  continued  to  drop, 
falling  132,219  to  the  new  total  of  4.5 
million. 


Community  developer 
rescues  rural  valley 


KAHALU’U.  Hawaii  -  A  beautiful 
rural  valley  on  the  edge  of  Honolulu’s 
suburban  sprawl  may  continue  to  be  a 
prospering  rural  community  as  a 
result  of  the  work  of  Robert  Nakata.  a 
community  developer  and  active 
member  of  Kahalu’u  United 
Methodist  Church. 

"The  church’s  concern  for  proper 
stewardship  of  the  earth,  feeding  the 
hungry,  and  caring  for  both  young  and 
old  are  embodied  in  Bob’s  work."  said  * 
the  Rev.  Tom  Goodhue,  pastor  of 
Kalalu'u  UMC. 

Mr.  Nakata  was  the  first  person  to 
organize  poor  tenant  farmers  in 
Waiahole  and  Waikane  valleys  to 
save  their  farms,  Mr.  Goodhue  said. 
He  played  a  key  role  in  blocking 
construction  of  a  freeway  which  codld 
destroy  the  rural  life  of  the  area.  He 
was  involved  in  saving  the  water 
rights  for  taro  farmers  in  Kahalu’u. 

He  helped  the  Kahalu’u  Coalition 
begin  their  own  community  planning 
and  creation  of  a  Neighborhood  Board 
to  represent  community  interests  in 
the  political  arena.  In  his  current 
position  as  head  of  the  Kualoa-Heeia 
Ecumenical  Youth  Project.  Mr. 
Nakata  is  organizing  community 
programs  to  meet  the  needs  of 
children,  teenagers  and  senior 
citizens,  according  to  Mr.  Goodhue. 

Also  an  active  member  of  Kahalu’u 
UMC.  his  community  work  has  helped 
the  church  itself  become  more 
involved  in  community  issues. 

“Because  the  congregation  knows 
and  trusts  him,  members  have 
become  more  involved  in  the 
community,  more  open  to  other  (i.e. 
non-Japanese)  ethnic  groups,  and 
more  willing  to  give  witness  to  the 
Christian  faith  in  community 
struggles.”  reports  Mr.  Goodhue. 

And  beyond  the  local  church.  Mr. 
Nakata’s  involvement  has  led  other 


Robert  Nakata 

pastors  and  lay  people  to  become 
involved.  For  example,  said  Mr. 
Goodhue,  the  District  Council  on 
Ministries  was  able  to  play  a  key  role 
in  heading  off  evictions  and  possible 
violence  between  tenant  farmers  and 
developers  and  in  beginning 
negotiations. 

Funding  for  the  community 
developer  program  comes  through 
the  Human  Relations  Day  offering 
which  local  UM  congregations  give 
next  Sunday  (Feb.  12)  Community 
developers  work  under  the  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  with  a  local  church  as  base. 

This  article  was  edited  from  a  first- 
person  report  by  Mr.  Goodhue  which 
appeared  in  Circuit  West,  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR.  PHOTO  BY  AI.EX  VERGARA 


Students  challenged  to  see 
m  inistry  as  chaplains 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  In  a  first  of  its  kind 
convocation  held  in  a  United  Methodist 
seminary,  military  and  institutional 
chaplains  challenged  students  to 
consider  opportunities  for  Christian 
ministry  as  chaplains  here  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Feb.  1-2. 

Chaplains  from  the  military, 
penitentiaries,  jails,  retirement  homes, 
college  campuses  and  hospitals  as  well 
as  members  of  the  church’s  Division  Of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  spent 
two  days  with  students  and  faculty 
discussing  vocational  possibilities, 
procedures  and  training. 

“The  old  saying  that  a  person  who 
can’t  hack  it  in  the  parish  goes  into  the 
chaplaincy  is  no  longer  true,”  the  Rev. 
Claus  H.  Rohlfs,  field  education  director 
at  Perkins,  told  TM/UMR.  “Specialized 
ministries  today  require  persons  with 
special  skills  and  competency.  Take  the 
field  of  geriatics,  for  instance.  It  requires 
a  lot  more  than  going  by  to  be  sweet  to 
older  people.  We  in  the  seminaries  are 
being  pushed  to  upgrade  our  standards 
for  training  chaplains.” 

The  Convocation  on  the  Chaplaincy 
was  an  experiment.  Dr.  Rohlfs  said.  “It 
received  a  positive  reaction  from  our 
students,  faculty  and  guest  chaplains. 
Our  goal  is  to  offer  it  as  a  model  to  other 
UM  seminaries  for  effective  presentation 
of  the  vocational  claims  of  the 
chaplaincy  for  ministry.”  Dr.  Rohlfs  is 
also  chairperson  of  the  chaplaincy 
division  of  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

In  a  brief  address  to  students  in  the 
convocation.  Navy  Chaplain  Larry  H. 
Ellis  of  the  Pentagon,  Washington,  D.C. 
said  a  religious  revival  “of  sorts”  is 
taking  place  in  the  military.  "People 
seem  interested  in  hearing  about  God,” 
he  said.  "And  a  chaplain  must  be  able  to 
preach,  teach,  administrate  a  program 
and  counsel  just  as  any  pastor  of  a 
congregation.” 

Chaplain  Herman  Cook  of  Methodist 
Hospital  in  Dallas  explained  the  five 
roles  of  a  minister  serving  in  a  hospital 
setting:  (1)  represent  the  love  of  God  to 
patients,  family  and  hospital  staff  in 
crisis;  (2)  mediate  and  link  resources 
between  the  hospital  and  the 
community;  (3)  “teach  people  what  I’m 


learning  about  pastoral  care”;  (4) 
witness  to  Christian  values  in  life  and 
death  decisions  where  scientific  and 
medical  concerns  predominate;  and  (5) 
enable  all  people  to  appreciate  living  and 
become  better  stewards  of  their  bodies. 

The  “graying  of  America"  was 
discussed  by  the  Rev.  Ted  Hoffman, 
chaplain  of  the  Methodist  Home  (for  the 
aging),  Charlotte,  N.C.,  who  said  the 
65’s  are  the  fastest  growing  segment  of 
the  population.  “Approximately  1.200 
persons  will  be  65-years-old  today.”  And 
since  1963,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  doubled  its  bed  capacity  in  its  165 
homes  for  the  elderly,  he  said. 

More  ethnic  minority  persons  and 
women  are  needed  to  enter  the  military 
chaplaincy,  stressed  Chaplain  I.  V. 
Tolbert,  Air  Force,  Denver.  Two  of  the 
three  military  chaplains  at  the 
convocation  were  black.  The  Rev. 
Barbara  Seikman.  chaplain  at  the  Dallas 
(Tex. )  County  Jail,  was  the  only  woman 
chaplain  present. 
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FOR  SALE:  Two  manual  Geneva  pipe  organ.  8 
ranks,  electro-pneumatic  action.  2  h  p  Spencer 
blower  Best  offer  Brooklyn  UMC,  7200  Brooklyn 
Blvd..  Minneapolis.  Minn  55429 


BREAKING  UP  MY  LIBRARY  of  40  years.  Wide 
range  of  hard-to-get  books  Request  for  information 
welcomed  Rev  Eric  King,  Saranac  Lake.  New  York 
12983.  


MINISTER,  age  26.  married,  with  experience  in  al¬ 
cohol  abuse  problems,  youth  public  relations,  seeks 
church  job  involving  community  outreach  programs 
Open  to  new  approaches  Write  TM/UMR.  P  O  Box 
1076-JW,  Dallas.  Tex  75221 . 


ORGANIST-DIRECTOR  seeks  full-time  employ¬ 
ment  BM  and  MM  degrees  in  Church  Music  (412) 
863-3565 


SOUTH  AMERICAN  TOURS  to  Bolivia.  Brazil,  Peru 
and  Argentina  Depart  April  9  for  11  or  21  days,  sight¬ 
seeing  and  missions  Reservations  due  Feb  22  Spon¬ 
sored  by  Boston  Avenue  Church  Rev  Gordon  Spen¬ 
cer,  1301  S  Boston.  Tulsa.  Okla  74119,  phone  (918) 
583-5181 


“ Because  God  first  loved  us." 
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February  12.  1978 

United  Methodist  gifts  on  this 
day  make  possible  four  vital  areas 
of  ministry;  sharing  God’s  love, 
changing  people's  lives. 

A  United  Methodist  Voluntary 

*  Service 

f  In-Service  Training  for 

*  Ethnic  Minorities 

■  Community  Developers 
\  Police-Community  Relations 

Order  Human  Relations  Day  materials  from 

United  Methodist 
^1  Communications 
W  1200  Davis  St. 
h  Evanston,  ILL  60201 
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MORE-WITH-LESS  COOKBOOK 

features  recipes  of  a  special  kind. 
They  are  low  cost,  low  fat,  low 
sugar,  and  contain  less  expensive 
protein  .  .  all  of  us  who  take  our 
Christian  commitment  seriously 
and  who  wish  to  contribute  to  the 
solution  of  the  world  hunger  prob¬ 
lem  will  find  this  cookbook  a  great 
help  ....  it  will  help  our  families 
be  aware  that  there  is  a  way  which 
gives  not  less  but  more— more  joy, 
more  peace,  less  guilt;  more  physi¬ 
cal  stamina,  less  overweight  and 
obesity;  more  to  share  with  others 
and  less  to  hoard  for  ourselves." 
-THE  INTERPRETER 
Wirebound.  $5.95 
At  your  local  bookstore. 
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Lincoln  "connects' with  Methodists 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 
Among  the  scholars  it  is  commonly 
known  that  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  attended  a  Primitive  Baptist 
Church  during  his  boyhood.  This  was 
when  his  parents  lived  near  Little 
Pigeon  Creek  in  Southern  Indiana. 
Indeed,  his  father  was  boss -carpenter 
when  the  tiny  meetinghouse  was  built, 
and  young  Abe  served  as  its  janitor 
for  some  time. 

Likewise,  it  is  known  that  he  and 
Mary  Todd  were  married  by  an 
Episcopal  priest;  that  he  attended  a 
Presbyterian  Church  when  they  lived 
in  Springfield;  and  that  during  his 
$5  presidency  he  planned  to  join  the  New 
£  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  on 
:£  Easter  Sunday  in  1865.  The  only 
^  reason  he  did  not  follow  through  with 
£  this  was  because  he  was  assassinated 
:|i  on  Good  Friday,  April  14. 
v  What  is  not  generally  known  is  that 
ft  Lincoln  had  more  connections  with 
’$  the  Methodists  than  he  did  with  any 
v  other  single  denomination.  As  a 
£  matter  of  fact,  the  only  religious 
ft  organization  that  Abe  Lincoln  ever 
^  joined  was  the  Missionary  Society  of 
£  the  Methodist  Church, 
v  Yes,  f  there  is  documentary 
$  evidence! 
ft 

£  Methodists  influence  Lincolns 

V 

ft  But  first,  let  us  think  of  some 
£  Methodist  preachers  who  influenced 
ft  the  Lincolns  even  before  Abe  was 
£  born. 

^  Nancy  Hanks,  Abe’s  mother,  was 
•j  fascinated  with  Methodist  camp 
£  meetings  even  before  Abe  was  born, 
v  Scholars  think  it  is  quite  probable  that 
£  she  heard  Francis  Asbury  preach  in 
j:  one  of  these.  When  she  and  Tom 
£:  Lincoln  were  married,  the  ceremony 
^  was  performed  by  Jesse  Head,  a 
I;  Methodist  preacher  who  had  been 
£  ordained  a  deacon  by  Bishop  Asbury. 

£  Following  Nancy’s  death,  Tom 
5  married  a  former  sweetheart  — 
x  Sarah  Bush.  Curiously,  Sarah  had 
£  been  married  to  Daniel  Johnson  by 
ft  Ben  Ogden,  a  Methodist  minister  who 
§  lived  in  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky. 

£  Ben  had  been  a  close  friend  of  Tom’s 
ft  and  their  names  appear  together  on 
ft  several  legal  documents.  With  this 
£  background,  it  was  quite  natural  for 
them  to  ask  another  Methodist  to 
ft  perform  their  ceremony.  The  man 
ft  selected  was  George  L.  Rogers  who 
£  had  been  ordained  a  deacon  by 
ft  Marcus  Lindsey  and  an  elder  by 
£  Bishop  Joshua  Soule. 

£  Abe's  first  encounter  with  a 
;j  Methodist  parson  was  when  he  ran  for 
£  the  Illinois  State  Legislature  and  was 
£  defeated  by  the  famed  circuit-rider, 

X  Peter  Cartwright.  Later,  Lincoln 
£  defeated  Cartwright  in  his  bid  for 
£  Congress. 

§  Lincoln’s  next  outstanding  contact 
£  with  the  Methodists  was  when  a 

V^sy.vivsvy.w.w.v.y/Ay.vy.vv.'.v.'.'.v.v.v.v.:. 

Views  issues ,  strategies 


This  head  of  Lin¬ 
coln  is  at  the  Lin¬ 
coln  Memorial  in 
Springfield.  Illi¬ 
nois. 


committee  of  Methodist  ministers 
called  on  him.  In  response  to  their 
concern,  he  replied  with  a  letter  which 
concluded;  “It  is  no  fault  in  others 
that  the  Methodist  Church  sends  more 
soldiers  to  the  field,  more  nurses  to 
the  hospital,  and  more  prayers  to 
heaven  than  any.  God  bless  the 
Methodist  Church  .  .  .” 

Bishop  Simpson  close  friend 

One  of  Lincoln’s  best  friends  was 
Matthew  Simpson,  a  Methodist  bishop 
famous  for  his  eloquence.  After 
listening  to  Bishop  Simpson  preach  a 
missionary  sermon  in  the  Foundry 
Methodist  Church  in  Washington, 
someone  suggested  that  Lincoln  be 
made  a  member  of  the  Missionary 
Society.  And  in  order  to  help  pay  the 
fee,  a  collection  of  $20  was  instantly 
raised. 

Somewhat  embarrassed,  Lincoln 
got  to  his  feet.  Facing  the  pulpit,  he 
said,  “Bishop,  this  is  the  first  time  I 
was  ever  put  on  the  block  —  here  is 
my  money;  take  me  down  ” 

The  exact  date  of  this  affair  is 
unknown,  but  the  certificate  proving 
that  it  is  true  was  published  in  the 
Christian  Advocate  on  May  27,  1915. 
The  certificate  reads : 

“The  certifies  that  his  excellency, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  president  of  U.S.A. 
is  constituted  a  life  director  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  by  the  payment  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars." 

Bishop  Simpson  was  given  the 
honor  of  preaching  the  final  funeral 
rites  for  Lincoln  at  Springfield.  He 


PHOTO  BY  l  IIAItl.KS  I.UDWHi 

closed  his  eulogy  with  the  words :  “We 
crown  thee  as  our  martyr,  and 
Humanity  enthrones  thee  as  her 
triumphant  son.  Hero,  martyr,  friend, 
Ifarewell.” 

Mr  Ludwig,  an  occasional 
contributor  to  the  pages  of  TM/UMR. 
is  a  free-lance  writer  living  in  Tucson, 
Ariz. 


Matthew  Simpson 


LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFF 
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4Good  News’  gears  up  for  1980 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  (UMC)  —  Gearing  up 
for  political  action  in  the  1980  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  the 
“Good  News”  movement  probably  will 
continue  to  concentrate  on  evangelism, 
missions  and  curriculum,  and  add 
concerns  over  family  life  and  ethnic 


BIBLE  LANDS  — 
ROME  — 

CAIRO  —  ATHENS 
—  AMSTERDAM 

Fifteen-day  tour  leaving 
Houston  via  KLM  April  27 

Hosts  are  Rev.  Joe  Jones, 

Dr.  Bruce  Krause  and 
Mr.  Ira  West 

For  information  on  total 
package  tour,  write: 

Rev.  Joe  Jones,  Registrar 
5215  South  Main 
Houston.  TX  77002 


quotas. 

These  were  the  proposals  which  came 
out  of  a  brainstorming  session  here  Jan 
23-24  for  some  30  evangelical  United 
Methodists  from  across  the  country, 
about  half  of  them  leaders  in  the  “Good 
News"  organization  —  an  "evangelized" 
caucus  within  the  UMC. 

The  session  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  Sprinkle  of  St.  Petersburg,  Fla., 
chairman  of  the  political  strategy 
committee,  who  said  the  purpose  was  to 
view  possible  issues  and  strategies  for 
“evangelical  political  participation" 
leading  up  to  the  world  wide  legislative 
General  Conference  in  1980  in 
Indianapolis.  Ind. 

Results  of  the  brainstorming  were 
referred  to  the  “Good  News”  board  of 
directors  for  action,  which  met  following 
the  session. 

EVANGELISM  — 

SMU  Ministers’  Week 
1977  emphasis 

Full  set  of  lectures  (ID  on  cassette 

ta  pe  —  $  35 .00  pos  tpa  id 
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A  magazine  for  all  United  Methodists. 

Accounts  of  God  at  work  in  people  and 
churches  •  Solid  teaching  of  Bible  truth  and 
doctrine  •  "How-to"  instruction  for  serving 
Christ  creatively  •  Faith-building  articles  •  Challenging 
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sample  copy. . . 
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Dr.  Sprinkle  said  the  major 
recommendations  include  urging  annual 
conferences  to  find  delegates  to  the  1980 
conference  "at  least  sympathetic  with 
the  evangelical  position”;  urging 
movement  adherents  to  begin  developing 
petitions  to  General  Conference  on  the 
subjects  of  ethnic  quotas,  the  theology  of 
missions  and  the  “continuing  reversal  of 
mission  forces  around  the  world,”  the 
need  for  curriculum  materials  to  meet 
evangelical  desires,  the  calling  of  a 
family  life  convocation  or  possibly 
making  family  life  a  quadrennial  priority 
for  the  denomination. 

On  the  subject  of  evangelism,  the 
chairman  said  the  group  affirmed  the 
church’s  current  missional  priority  for 
evangelism  and  had  “good  vibes”  from 
the  recent  Congress  on  Evangelism  at 
Miami  Beach,  but  was  concerned  for 
what  happens  to  the  priorities  after  the 
quadrennium  ends  in  1980.  (Evangelism 
is  one  of  three  missional  priorities,  along 
with  world  hunger  and  ethnic  minority 
local  churches.)  He  noted  the  need  for 
evangelism  to  be  "defined  in  biblical 
terms,  of  a  people  lost  and  needing  to  be 
saved.” 

The  group  also  suggested  making 
overtures  to  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  about  developing  a  more  orthodox 
and  evangelical  basis  for  COCU  action. 

Last  World  War  II 
Army  chaplain  retires 

FT  LEE.  Va.  (UMC)  —  Thirty-three 
years  ago,  Joe  Andrews  was  one  of  9,117. 
Now,  he  is  being  honored  as  the  “last”  of 
them. 

There  were  9,117 
Army  chaplains  on 
active  duty  during 
World  War  II. 

Chaplain  (Col.) 

Joseph  R.  Andrew 
retires  here  Jan.  31, 
the  last  of  the  Army 
chaplains  who 
served  during  that 
conflict. 

From  here,  the 
United  Methodist  minister  will  take  up 
new  duties,  as  director  of  operation  at  the 
church’s  Lake  Junaluskn  Assembly  in 
North  Carolina. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  Chaplain  Andrews 
received  from  Chief  of  Army  Chaplains 
Orris  E.  Kelly  another  United 
Methodist  the  Four  Chaplains  Medal, 
never  before  given  to  a  chaplain,  but  to 
others  for  their  support  of  religious 
programs 


Joe  Andrews 


American  churches  gather  wheat 
to  ship  for  relief  to  Vietnam 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON  —  The  last  of  110  railroad 
cars  loaded  with  10,000  metric  tons  of 
wheat  bound  for  Vietnam  will  arrive  here 
later  this  month  in  the  largest  American- 
based  relief  effort  since  the  collapse  of 
South  Vietnam  and  American  troop 
withdrawal  three  years  ago. 

The  wheat  shipment  is  sponsored  by 
Church  World  Service,  the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and  is 
backed  by  31  American  denominations  — 
including  the  United  Methodist  Church 
which  has  donated  $20,000  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

The  ship  carrying  the  wheat  will  leave 
here  March  4  following  an  ecumenical 
service  of  dedication  and  will  arrive  in 
Ho  Chi  Minh  City  (Saigon)  in  early  April. 
There,  the  wheat  will  be  milled  and 
turned  into  bread  and  noodles  for 
distribution  mainly  in  schools  and 
hospitals. 

Minister  leads 
dialogue  with 
Muslims ,  Jews 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Chairing 
agencies  on  Christian-Jewish  Relations 
and  Christian-Muslim  Relations  for  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC) 
would  be  challenging  enough  for  two 
people.  But  one  man  is  doing  both. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Turnipseed,  a  former 
United  Methodist  missionary  in  Hong 
Kong,  has  taken  the  two  positions  after 
serving  since  1973  as  an  executive 
secretary  for  his  church’s  Division  of 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

In  an  interview  with  Tracy  Early  for 
Interpretive  Services  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Mr.  Turnipseed  said  his  selection  to 
simultaneously  head  the  two  inter¬ 
religious  agencies  of  the  NCC  was 
not  deliberately  planned.  But  he  noted 
that  it  appeared  to  carry  certain 
advantages  when  circumstances  worked 
in  those  directions. 

“There  was  a  general  feeling  that  my 
holding  both  positions  would  not  be  a 
conflict,  and  indeed  might  be 
beneficial,”  Mr.  Turnipseed  explained. 
"We  might  be  saying  something  by 
having  the  same  person  in  both.” 

The  interreligious  affairs  specialist 
pointed  out  that  the  Jewish  and  Muslim 
faith  communities  “have  been 
intertwined  with  Christian  history.  They 
have  their  separate  concerns,  with  some 
.overlaps,  and  there  will  be  tensions.  But 
we  felt  that  we  would  try  to  hold  the  two 
together.” 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Turnipseed 
stressed  that  the  NCC  will  not  try  to 
promote  a  three-way  program  but  will 
work  on  relations  with  the  two  groups 
separately. 

Acknowledging  that  his  two  posts  both 
involve  Middle  East  affairs,  he 
commented,  "We  as  Christians  have  to 
be  committed  to  peace,  justice  and 
reconciliation  in  the  Middle  East,  And  I 
am  under  no  illusion  as  to  the  difficulties 
we  face  over  the  next  two  or  three 
years." 

As  an  example  of  problems,  Mr. 
Turnipseed  said.  "With  the  oil  situation, 
it  will  be  easy  for  many  of  our  people  to 
forget  the  Jewish  people  of  Israel.  And 
many  of  our  people  who  are  committed  to 
Israel  and  the  Jewish  community  find  it 
difficult  to  deal  with  the  rights  of  the 
Palestinian  people.” 

‘Second  mile ’ 
giving  up  1  (l 
percent  in  1977 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  More  money  was  given 
to  United  Methodist  mission  efforts 
through  Advance  Special,  second-mile 
giving,  in  1977  than  in  any  other  year 
since  the  program  was  begun  in  1948, 
according  to  year-end  statistics  on  the 
program. 

United  Methodists  contributed  nearly 
$2.8  million  through  the  designated 
giving  program  to  mission  projects  and 
programs  both  in  the  United  States  and 
overseas.  This  is  more  than  18  percent 
higher  than  giving  in  1976,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker,  director  of  the 
Advance 

In  addition,  Mr.  Walker  pointed  out 
that  the  increase  in  such  designated 
giving  was  not  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
denomination’s  less  optional  bene¬ 
volence  funds  such  as  basic  World 
Service  apportionments,  which  also 
showed  an  increase  for  1977. 

“The  Advance  is  a  strong  indicator  of 
the  desire  of  United  Methodists  to  be 
involved  in  mission,”  Mr.  Walker  said  in 
a  year-end  report  on  the  status  of  the 
funds.  “It  is  an  option  that  is  available  to 
local  congregations  and  individuals,  but 
one  which  could  be  ignored  unless  there 
is  a  decided  interest  in  a  certain 
ministry."  He  said  the  high  level  of 
giving  indicates  a  healthy  interest  in 
mission  by  rank  and  file  United 
Methodists. 

Mr.  Walker  also  pointed  out  that  the 
presence  of  two  new  missional  priority 
funds  apparently  did  not  cause  a 
decrease  in  giving  to  the  other  long¬ 
standing  funds  in  the  Advance  —  World, 
National  and  UMCOR  divisions. 

“These  funds  did  not  distract  from 
each  other  in  any  significant  way,"  he 
said. 


Church  World  Service  officials  said  the 
wheat  shipment  is  in  response  to  food 
shortages  in  Vietnam  brought  about 
primarily  by  extremely  bad  weather 
which  killed  most  of  the  first  three  rice 
plantings  of  the  season. 

The  wheat  was  collected  by  “CROP” 
—  the  community  action  appeal  program 
of  the  national  council  —  through  direct 
wheat  donations  from  farmers  in  the 
Midwest  grain  belt  and  from  monetary 
donations  which  were  used  to  buy  wheat. 
The  wheat  donations  came  mainly  from 
farmers  in  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas, 
Nebraska.  Kansas  and  Oklahoma. 

The  shipment  represented  the  first 
time  since  the  war  that  Americans  have 
offered  food  aid  to  Vietnam.  No  U.S. 
government  aid  has  been  given,  although 
several  persons  in  Congress  have 
supported  the  church  efforts  to  aid  the 
Vietnamese  people. 

Several  other  nations  around  the  world 
are  taking  part  in  the  humanitarian 
effort.  In  addition  to  aid  from  the  Soviet 


Union,  other  nations  sending  aid  include: 
Japan.  France.  Sweden.  Holland,  Italy, 
Denmark.  Belgium.  Finland.  Norway 
and  Australia 

CROP  officials  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
level  of  donations  from  farmers  is 
particularly  meaningful  when  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  many  farmers  are  now 
engaged  in  a  strike  and  are  “undergoing 
a  lot  of  problems  themselves.” 

“You  must  realize  that  giving  surplus 
wheat  is  not  as  easy  for  many  farmers  as 
it  may  sound.”  said  Elvin  Frantz,  CROP 
director  for  the  Kansas  region.  “Many 
farmers  have  taken  out  loans  on  their 
stored  wheat  and  can’t  release  it.  The 
giving  represents  a  significant  amount  of 
generosity  on  the  part  of  the  farmers.” 

"Some  of  those  who  have  given  still 
have  personal  scars  from  the  Vietnam 
War  which  make  such  giving  something 
that  is  not  done  lightly  or  without  some 
degree  of  struggle,"  a  CROP  official 
said. 


Joey  leads  1 1 1V1  clowns  to  Mardi  Gras 

SLIDELL,  La.  —  Joey  the  Clown  led  scores  of  United  Methodist  clowns  in  their 
special  kind  of  witness  in  two  of  the  big  Mardi  Gras  parades  in  New  Orleans  this 
week.  The  Rev.  Bill  Peckhain  (Joey)  who  is  minister  of  education  at  First  UMC, 
Springfield,  III.,  and  originator  of  the  Holy  Fools  clown  ministry,  led  a  workshop 
here  involving  youth  from  a  dozen  churches.  Begun  in  1971,  the  movement  has 
grown  to  more  than  300  clown  troops  involving  teenagers  and  college  students  in  37 
states  and  17  different  denominations.  Louisiana  umr  photo 

Minnesotans  find  fishing 
route  to  church  unity 

them  on.  It  was  a  warm  day  according  to 
reports  — 15  degrees. 

One  man  speared  a  seven  and  one-half 
pound  Northern  to  win  a  trophy  at  the 
fellowship  supper  held  following  the 
contest.  St.  Mary’s  Catholic  Church  won 
the  prize  for  the  largest  quantity  of  fish, 
by  pounds,  from  a  congregation,  and 
Todd  Hallstrom  received  the  honors  for 
hooking  the  largest  number  of  fish  by  an 
individual  —  39!  A  father  and  son  team 
won  the  award  for  the  best  "fish  story. " 

It  was  “really  terrific,”  the  Rev. 
James  Gaughan,  pastor  of  the  Mora 
United  Methodist  Church  said,  “and 
there  is  a  strong  indication  that  everyone 
wants  to  do  it  again  next  year.”  He  added 
that  the  event  “solidified  the  great 
feeling  of  ecumenical  spirit  in  the  town.” 

Cooperating  churches  were  United 
Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Lutheran 
Church  of  America,  Roman  Catholic, 
Missouri  Synod  Lutheran  and  American 
Lutheran  Church. 


MORA,  Minn.  (UMC)  -  While  many 
churches  across  the  nation  were 
preparing  to  observe  the  Week  of  Prayer 
and  Christian  Unity  (Jan.  18-25)  with 
traditional  pulpit  exchanges  and 
ecumenical  worship  services,  members 
of  six  congregations  in  this  Minnesota 
community  were  cutting  holes  in  the  ice. 

The  snow  and  cold  weather  which  had 
thousands  across  the  nation  digging  in 
for  refuge,  simply  activated  the 
creativity  of  these  hardy  Minnesotans 
who  are  accustomed  to  such.  They 
decided  to  sponsor  an  ecumenical  ice 
fishing  contest,  the  first  for  the 
community  and  probably  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  nation.  Mora  has  2700 
residents  and  eight  churches. 

The  event  began  Sunday,  Jan.  22,  as 
members  picked  up  contest  entry  tags  at 
their  respective  churches,  Then,  for 
three  hours,  100  eager  fishers  peered  into 
holes  chopped  in  the  ice  of  area  lakes 
hoping  to  "catch  a  big  one."  An  equal 
number  of  persons  showed  up  to  cheer 
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*  h  growth  is 
what  we  make  it 


An  Editorial 
By  RAY  BRANTON 

Church  growth  can  be  either  a  sign  of 
faithfulness  to  the  gospel  or  evidence  of 
betrayal  of  the  faith.  No  wonder  the  so 
called  church  growth  movement 
provokes  controversy ! 

The  so-called  Church  Growth 
Movement  originated  at  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary,  a  school  with 
fundamentalist  learnings  where  the 
Church  Growth  Institute  is  headed  by 
Donald  A.  McGavran.  McGavran  points 
out  that  the  ages  of  vigorous  church  life 
have  usually  been  times  of  dynamic 
growth  in  both  the  quantity  and  the 
quality  of  Church  membership. 

During  these  eras,  new  churches 
begin,  many  lay  persons  function  as  one- 
to-one  evangelists,  and  small  groups 
flourish  within  the  church  to  provide 
Christian  fellowship,  mutual  pastoral 
care  and  spiritual  growth.  The  church 
growth  philosophy  is  now  vigorously 
championed  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  by  George  (Chuck)  Hunter,  new 
head  of  the  Evangelism  section  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship.  (See  Toward  The 
Recovery  of  United  Methodist  Outreach, 
copies  available  from  the  Council  on 
Ministries  office. ) 

As  Hunter  and  others  make  waves, 
resistance  mounts.  References  to  “cheap 
growth”  and  “the  numbers  game”  have 
appeared  in  publications  like  Christian 
Century.  Critics  point  out  that  Jesus’ 
ministry  was  not  much  of  a  statistical 
success.  Faithfulness,  not  growth  alone, 
is  the  issue,  they  say.  One  person,  Robert 
Hudnut,  has  written  a  book  called, 
Church  Growth  is  Not  the  Point.  The 
point,  he  says,  is  to  serve,  suffer,  be 
faithful. 

The  greatest  difference  between 
proponents  and  critics  of  church  growth 
may  lie  in  their  historical  memory. 
McGavran  appears  to  describe  church 
life  typical  of  the  early  Methodist 
movement  and  other  such  periods  of 
growth.  Hudnut  and  others  seem  to 
remember  the  church  growth  of  the 
1950’s,  in  which  new  members  were 
sometimes  sought  at  almost  any  price. 
Training,  assimilation  and  continued 
growth  in  grace  were  sometimes 
sacrificed  in  order  to  obtain  more 
members.  Such  institutional  growth  was 
cheap,  indeed,  and  local  churches  who  so 
indulged  themselves  may  still  be  trapped 
by  drift,  localism  and  loss  of  identity. 

For  the  ’80s  and  beyond,  the  issue  is  not 
whether  we  ought  to  have  church  growth, 
for  it  is  clear  that  closed  churches  who  do 
not  reach  out  to  others  are  at  least  as 
much  off  base  as  those  who  seek  growth 
at  any  price.  The  issue  is:  What  Kind  of 
Church  Growth  Will  We  Have?  Church 
growth  is  in  our  hands.  We  can  sell  out  to 
the  numbers  game  and  seek  new 
members  at  any  price,  or  we  can  reach 
for  the  growth  in  quality  as  well  as 
quantity  like  Wesley  did.  Church  growth, 
in  short,  will  be  what  we  choose  to  make 
it. 


Church  and  Society  set 
legislative  intern  program 


In  response  to  legislation  passed  at  the 

1977  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  The  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  created  a  Legislative  Affairs 
Internship  Program.  The  purpose  of  this 
effort  is  to  provide  accurate  and  timely 
information  for  United  Methodist  lay 
persons  and  clergy  concerning  matters 
before  the  Louisiana  House  of 
Representatives  and  Louisiana  Senate. 

The  Legislative  intern  will  prepare  and 
edit  an  occasional  newsletter  to  Annual 
Conference  delegates  and  church  leaders 
outlining  issues  before  the  Legislature  at 
the  prefiling  stage  and  at  periodic 
intervals  during  the  Legislative  Session. 
This  newsletter  will  cite  particular 
legislation  affecting  education,  penal  and 
correctional  issues,  health  and 
nutritional  concerns,  and  matters  of 
agricultural  policy  and  family  life  items. 
These  bills  will  be  monitored  during  the 

1978  Legislative  Session. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  has 
appointed  a  committee  to  select  and 
supervise  the  Legislative  Affairs  intern. 
Members  of  the  committee  are  William 
M.  Finnin,  Jr.,  chairman,  James  Stovall, 
Freddie  Henderson,  and  Burton  Blair. 
The  chairman  invites  inquiries  from 
college  senior  and  graduate  level 
university  students  who  have  interest  in 
participating  in  this  program.  Those 
persons  should  submit  brief  resumes 
outlining  the  reason  for  interest  and  any 


related  experience  to  “Legislative  Intern 
Program”  c/o  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  Center,  333  East  Chimes  Street. 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802.  Deadline 
for  receipt  of  resumes  is  February  28, 
1978.  Appointment  to  the  position  will  be 
made  by  March  10,  1978,  with  duties 
beginning  April  1  and  continuing  for  12 
weeks. 

Funding  for  the  Legislative  Affairs 
Internship  Program  is  drawn  for  several 
Church  agency  budgets,  including  that  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and 
from  pledges  from  individual  United 
Methodist  persons.  The  1978  program 
budget  is  set  at  $1,800  and  includes  items 
for  stipend,  office  expenses,  newsletter 
costs,  and  travel. 

According  to  Mr.  Finnin,  “The 
internship  program  affords  a  unique 
opportunity  for  a  person  to  integrate 
significant  service  to  the  Church 
community  in  Louisiana  with  substantial 
personal  learning  in  the  areas  of  political 
process  and  moral  responsibility.  This 
integration  of  service  and  learning 
through  practical  and  useful  experince 
creates  occasions  for  new  under¬ 
standings  of  the  church’s  role  in  the 
social  order.  The  intern  will  have  the  key 
responsibility  for  providing  timely 
information  to  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  about  issues  of  importance  to 
the  quality  of  our  life  in  this  State.  We 
hope  several  interested  persons  will 
submit  applications.” 


Centenary  College  news 
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Death  Notices 


Funeral  services  for  former  governor 
Sam  Houston  Jones,  80,  were  held  Feb.  9 
at  the  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles. 

*  *  * 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Bess  Voss 
McCoy,  84,  mother  of  Mrs.  George 
Pearce,  Jr.  were  held  in  Marshall,  Texas, 
Thursday,  Feb.  9  and  the  interment  was 
in  Gatesville,  Tx. 

*  m  • 

Services  for  Mrs.  Mary  Toms  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  mother  of  Rev.  Don  McDowell 
of  Mandeville  were  held  in  Shreveport, 
Feb.  13. 


Ten  Louisiana  students  are  the  1977-78 
awardees  from  the  Student  Loan  and 
Scholarship  Fund  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  1977  Student  Day 
offering  of  $498,988  just  missed  the  half 
million  dollar  mark.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  gave  $9,626.60  a  very 
significant  increase  over  the  1976’s 
offering  $3,167.00 

David  Keith  Kneipp,  Shreveport,  for 
Centenary  College;  Victoria  Leah 
Spence,  Shreveport,  Centenary  College; 
Jeanne  E.  Tanner,  Bossier  City, 
Centenary  College;  Tracy  Tinsley, 
Leesville,  Wiley  College;  Jane  Redden, 
Shreveport,  LA,  Wiley  College;  Floyd  H. 
Tinsley,  Leesville,  Wiley  College;  Robert 
Walker,  Leesville,  Wiley  College;  and 
William  M.  Finnin,  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge. 
Iliff  School  of  Theology.  Ethnic 

Special  notice: 

A  workshop  on  the  Nurture  for  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Churches,  will  be 
held  March  11  at  the  Newman  UMC, 
Alexandria  from  8:30  a  m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  bring  the 
keynote  address. 

Participating  on  the  program  will  be 
Rev.  Spillor  Miller  representing  the 
Native  Americans  and  Rev.  Lawson  Lee 
the  Spanish-Speaking  Americans. 

Workshop  Leaders  in  Stewardship: 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Rieke,  Assistant 
General  Secretary,  Board  of 

Discipleship,  Section  on  Stewardship. 
Evangelism:  Dr.  Melvin  Talbert. 
General  Secretary,  Board  of 

Discipleship,  Rev.  Edward  Bufford, 
Director  of  Urban  and  Special 
Evangelism,  Visitation.  Church  School: 
Rev.  Fletcher  J.  Bryant,  Assistant 
General  Secretary,  Board  of 

Discipleship,  Section  on  Ethnic  Local 
Church,  Rev.  Lucy  Bolds,  consultant, 
pastor  in  Philadelphia,  PA.  Youth  and 
Young  Adults:  Rev.  Clifford  Kolb. 
Pastoral  Leadership:  Dr.  Douglass 
Fitch,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

The  spring  meeting  of  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  is  to  meet 
at  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  Feb.  23,  7:30 
p.m.  and  Feb.  24,  8:30  a.m.  Any  requests 
for  persons  desiring  to  appear  contact 
the  COM  office  immediately. 


Scholarships:  Zenobia  V.  Colbert, 
Mansfield.  Wiley  College;  and  Stacy  D. 
Cheatham,  Leesville.  University  of 
Southwestern  Louisiana. 

The  Magale  Library  has  received  a  gift 
of  $1000  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seaman  A. 
Mayo,  Jr.  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Hazel 
McGuffy  Bowdon  and  Mrs.  Ruth 
Morrison  Mayo.  Mrs.  Bowdon’s  husband 
is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayo’s  daughter  Janet  is  a 
member  of  the  Centenary  Class  of  '78. 


Conference  archives 
receive  historical  data 

The  Centenary  College  Archives  has 
recently  received  approximately  100 
letters  relating  to  John  C.  Keener  and  his 
family.  The  letters  are  dated  from  1825- 
1861  when  Keener,  who  later  became  a 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  was  in  the  early  years  of 
his  ministry.  The  letters  were  given  to 
the  Archives  by  Mrs.  L.  P.  Dixon  and 
Miss  Anna  K.  Joyner,  great  grand  nieces 
of  Bishop  Keener. 

Most  of  the  letters  are  addressed  to 
Keener  and  his  wife.  Many  Anna  Spencer 
Kenner,  by  members  of  Mrs.  Keener’s 
family.  The  Kenners  during  these  years 
lived  in  Tuscaloosa  and  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  and  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
Mrs.  Spencer’s  letters  are  filled  with 
news  of  local  church  events.  She  also 
writes  frequently  of  her  concern  for  the 
health  of  her  family.  New  Orleans,  in 
those  days,  was  considered  an  especially 
dangerous  post. 

Mrs.  Keener’s  sister,  Emma,  had 
married  A.  R.  Holcombe,  a  professor  of 
Greek,  who  taught  at  Centenary  College 
in  Jackson,  Louisiana.  Letters  from  the 
Holcombes  contain  descriptions  of 
college  life  and  politics  at  the  two 
institutions.  Other  family  letters  give 
interesting  pictures  of  agriculture, 
slavery,  medical  knowledge,  and  child 
bearing  and  rearing  practices. 

The  Archives  has  also  received 
recently  the  records  of  the  Methodist 
Hospitals  and  Homes  Board,  a 
compilation  of  brief  histories  for  most 
churches  in  the  former  Baton  Rouge 
District,  and  yearbooks  and  other 
memorabilia  relating  to  Mansfield 
Female  College.  ^11  materials  are 
available  to  researchers  during  the 
normal  Archives  hours:  M-Th  10:00  a.m. 

-  Noon,  1 :00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m.  -  Noon,  and 
by  special  appointment. 

The  Archives  need  more  church 
records  and  family  papers  relating  to  the 
history  of  Louisiana  United  Methodism. 
Contact  Diane  Kaplan.  Archivist, 
Magale  Library.  Centenary  College  of 
Louisiana.  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104, 
Phone  (318  )  869-5202. 


New  filmstrip  available  in  AV  Library 


“Feel  the  Need.  Share  the  Gift ”  is  the  1978  theme  for  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  which  United  Methodists  will  observe,  along  with  other  Protestant 
denominations,  on  Sunday.  March  5.  United  Methodist  gifts  go  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  which  transforms  them  into  ministries  of  relief, 
rehabilitation,  renewal  of  life  and  refugee  settlement.  (Poster) 
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The  place:  Guatemala,  the  most 
populous  state  in  Central  America,  with 
six  million  people. 

The  date:  February  4,  1976.  Before 
dawn  on  this  date,  disaster  struck  this 
small  country.  In  a  few  seconds,  25,000 
persons  were  killed  and  70,000  injured. 

An  earthquake,  the  worst  ever 
recorded  in  Central  America,  left  more 
than  one  million  men,  women,  and 
children  homeless. 

The  quake  shook  rich  and  poor  alike, 
but  it  was  the  poor  —  in  the  city  and  in  the 
countryside  —  who  suffered  most.  How 
could  they  who  had  so  little  before  the 
earthquake  reshape  their  shattered 
lives? 

A  new  sound,  color  filmstrip,  released 
in  January  as  a  1978  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  resource,  depicts  how  Christians 
from  the  entire  world  joined  with 
Guatemalans  to  rebuild.  The  Dove  of 
Hope  (or  “La  Paloma  de  Esperanza”  in 
Spanish)  shows  how  OGHS  gifts  make  it 
possible  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  and  Church  World 
Service  to  respond  to  the  emergency 
needs  of  more  than  two  million  persons. 

It  also  shows  how  the  quake  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  Christian  world  to  the 
suffering  and  deprivation  long  endured 
by  the  poor  of  Guatemala. 

Fewer  than  50  percent  of  Guatemala’s 
people  are  literate.  The  nation's  per 


capita  income  is  under  $400  per  year,  and 
even  this  is  misleading  Half  of  the 
country’s  2.6  million  farmers  have  less 
than  3.5  acres  each  on  which  to  grow 
crops  —  mostly  maize  —  to  support  their 
families.  Thousands  of  landless  peasants 
live  and  work  on  other  people’s  land 
holdings.  Even  before  the  quake,  suitable 
urban  housing  was  unavailable  and 
thousands  lived  in  substandard 
dwellings. 

Ecumenical  relief  efforts  soon  were 
followed  by  extensive  rehabilitation  and 
development  programs  that  are  bringing 
change  to  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
Guatemalans  who  have  been  trapped  in 
lives  of  poverty  and  power  lessness. 

This  filmstrip  portrays  some  of  the 
ongoing  programs  of  rebuilding, 
rehabilitation  and  development  in 
Guatemala  since  the  earthquake.  It 
shows  how  homeless  families  have  been 
helped  to  build  homes;  how  subsistence 
farmers  have  been  helped  to  buy  land, 
how  health  care  is  being  brought  to 
people  by  members  of  their  own 
communities 

Copies  of  La  Paloma  de  Esperanza  — 
The  Dove  of  Hope  —  139  frames  20:51 
min.  on  loan  from  Conference  film 
libraries  or  for  purchase  by  local 
churches  for  $5  from  United  Methodist 
Communications,  1200  Davis  T. 
Evanston,  Ill.  60201. 


Around  the  Conference 


New  confirmation  materials  released 


More  than  60,000  copies  of  the  new 
United  Methodist  youth  confirmation 
materials  have  been  ordered  by 
churches  and  pastors  according  to  Ewart 
G.  Watts,  editor  of  church  school 
publications. 

Entitled  Confirming  My  Faith,  the  new 
series  was  released  in  the  fall  of  1977.  Its 
preparation  followed  a  church-wide 
survey  of  pastors  and  a  series  of 
presentations  from  interested  groups 
throughout  the  church  to  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee. 

The  Confirming  My  Faith  multimedia 
packet  contains  filmstrips,  soundsheets, 
a  college,  and  a  chart.  Through  the 
packet  the  students  learn  among  other 
things  about  five  major  Biblical 
characters  whom  God  called.  Students 
are  then  asked  to  relate  the  experiences 
of  the  Biblical  characters  to  similar 
experiences  that  present-day  youth 
might  have.  There  is  also  a  filmstrip  to 
help  students  understand  how  John 
Wesley  tested  Christian  beliefs. 


Confirmation  Resources  for  United 
Methodist  Pastors,  revised  and  enlarged 
edition,  is  the  third  item  in  the 
Confirming  My  Faith  series.  It  contains 
session  guides  and  outlines  both  for 
Confirming  My  Faith  and  for  Inquiry:  A 
Search  For  Faith,  an  earlier 
confirmation  resource  for  senior  highs 
and  adults.  A  unique  feature  article  on 
involving  the  mentally  handicapped  in 
confirmation  experiences  is  included. 
The  pastor’s  resource  also  includes  an 
updated  bibliography  and  list  of  related 
audiovisual  aids. 

Student  books  are  $1.00  each  and  the 
multimedia  packets  are  $4.95  each.  The 
pastor’s  resource  material  is  $3.50.  All  of 
these  resources  are  published  by  Graded 
Press,  curriculum  publishing 
department  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  The  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  develops  the  curriculum 
materials  for  the  church.  Confirming  My 
Faith  is  available  through  all  Cokesbury 
outlets. 


New  Members 
recently  received 
into  the  United 
Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of 
Mathews. 


Officers  of  the 
UMW  installed  by 
the  pastor  recently 
at  the  United 
Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of 
Mathews. 

Rev.  S.  P. 
Emanuel  is  the 
Pastor. 


New  Orleans-Slidell  District 
Hosts  Retired  Missionary 

During  January.  Miss  Marian  Derby  of 
New  York,  retired  former  missionary  to 
Uruguay  and  Mexico  and  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  spoke  at 
several  churches  in  the  New  Orleans- 
Slidell  District  on  “The  Total  Caribbean 
Ministries.  ” 

Pictured  are  Amy  Ward,  Conference 
UMW  President.  Marian  Derby,  Marian 
Eggerton,  UMW  District  President.  New 
Orleans  Slidell  district  and  Mrs.  Giffith 
Johnson  at  the  Centenary  UMC  in  Frank¬ 
lin.  Rev.  Lael  Jones  is  pastor  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  UMC. 

Sub-district  meetings  co-ordinated  by 
Miss  Emma  Burris  were  held  at  Poncha- 
toula,  Elysian  Fields  in  New  Orleans  and 
St.  Timothy  in  Mandeville.  Miss  Derby 
addressed  the  women  on  “The  Total 
Caribbean  Ministries.  ” 

Noel  Memorial  UMC 

Lenten  devotionals  will  be  given  each 
Wednesday  at  12:50  noon  at  Noel  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Church  through  March  22 
by  Dr.  B.  A.  Galloway,  pastor.  At  the 
conclusion  of  each  20-minute  service, 
lunch  will  be  available  at  $1.50. 

Dr.  Galloway’s  theme  will  be  “Seven 
Last  Words  from  the  Cross,  a  Challenge 
in  Human  Experience  Today.  ” 
Pineville  U.M.C. 

Pineville  UMC  —  The  Commission 
Chairperson,  Jeanne  Burton,  and  the 
Ecumenical  and  Inter-Religious 
Concerns  Commission,  shared  with  the 
congregation  an  event  January  12th  at 
the  Louisiana  College.  Representatives 
of  numerous  denominations,  both  clergy 
and  laity,  enjoyed  a  fellowship  dinner 
and  program  with  the  Rev.  James  L. 
Stovall,  LIC  director,  as  principle 
speaker.  He  challenged  Christian 
citizens  to  be  aware  of  community  wide 


issues  that  affect  us  all  and  to  become 
concerned  and  involved  in  their 
resolution.  He  lifted  up  as  an  example  the 
current  problem  facing  Louisiana  in 
prison  reform. 

Catholic  Bishop  Lawrence  D.  Graves 
of  the  Alexandria-Shreveport  diocece. 
spoke  briefly  as  did  president  Robert 
Lynn  of  Louisiana  College.  Baptist 
minister.  Rev.  John  S.  Harris,  pastor  of 
Pineville  Park  Church  was  master  of 
ceremonies.  Dr.  Ralph  Dowden.  Herman 
Randow,  and  Scott  Sontag  provided 
music.  Jewish  Rabbi  Martin  I.  Hinchin 
and  Rev.  L.  E.  Delgehausen  also 
participated. 

Introduced  as  members  of  the  LIC 
Board  were  Estelle  Dameron  and  Rev, 
Bill  Wright.  This  event  was  initiated 
through  the  Pineville  UMC  Commission 
of  Ecumenical  and  Inter-Religious 
Concerns.  Rev.  Beverly  Bond  is  pastor. 
Baton  Rouge — 

Hammond  District  Laity 

Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President  of 
Centenary  College  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond,  as  featured 
speaker  for  the  large  group  assembled  at 
the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 
Laity  Banquet  held  in  Broadmoor  church 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Layman  of  the  Year  award  was 
presented  to  Nick  Saladino,  District  Lay 
Leader,  by  O.  W.  Marrs.  Rev.  D.  L. 
Dykes,  Jr.  presented  remarks  about  the 
Centenary  and  Careers  School.  A  group 
of  former  Centenary  College  Choir 
Members,  namely  Mrs.  Charles 
Simmons,  Mrs.  Joe  Rice,  Mrs.  Maxwell 
Lea,  Albert  Probst  and  Rev.  Rob.  B. 
Crichlow.  Jr.,  sang.  The  invocation  was 
given  by  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  host 
Pastor  and  the  Benediction  by  Rev.  A.  D. 
Ennis  of  Jordan  Chapel-LeJeune.  The 
District  Superintendent  is  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  Sr. 
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Wheat  shipment 
to  show  Christ’s 


/<>  / if  o  rill  Is  :  »*«««««»»= 

is  opportunity 
reconciling  love 

of  two  countries  which  have  been  bitterly 
alienated  from  one  another 
This  unique  offering  by  Church  World 
Service  —  drawn  entirely  from 
designated  gifts  of  money,  wheat  and 
labor  and  including  nothing  from  general 
contributions  —  is  a  graphic  example  of 
what  it  means  to  show  love  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  It  is  both  a  means  of 
alleviating  human  suffering  and  a  means 
of  extending  Christ’s  love  to  people  who 
do  not  love  us. 

Participation  in  such  an  aid  effort  is 
not  easy  for  all  Christians,  some  of  whom 
still  bear  scars  from  the  Vietnam  War  in 
deeply  personal  ways.  For  these  persons, 
the  act  of  giving  has  involved  heart  felt 
struggle  with  what  it  means  to  “love  your 
enemies  and  pray  for  those  who 
persecute  you”  (Matthew  5:44).  Such  an 
offering,  however,  may  have  a  healing 
effect  on  both  those  who  give  and  those 
who  receive. 

We  are  glad  Church  World  Service  has 
given  American  Christians  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  express  their  faith  in  this 
way  toward  the  people  of  Vietnam,  and 
we  are  grateful  that  so  many  members  of 
the  Christian  community  have  chosen  to 
take  part  We  hope  that  this  small  act  of 
showing  reconciling  love  toward  people 
formerly  considered  enemies  may  have 
a  positive  influence  on  the  attitudes  and 
actions  of  governmental  leaders  in  both 


The  upcoming  shipment  of  10.000 
metric  tons  of  wheat  bv  Church  World 
Service  (relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches)  to  help  lighten  food 
shortages  in  Vietnam  is  a  significant  act 
in  the  shared  history  of  the  American  and 
Vietnamese  peoples  (see  TM/UMR.  Feb 
10). 

Three  years  after  the  fall  of  the  former 
South  Vietnamese  government  and  the 
end  of  American  troop  presence  there, 
little  healing  has  taken  place  in  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Vietnam 

And  our  nation’s  long  history  of 
compassion  and  generosity  toward  those 
it  has  defeated  on  the  field  of  battle  is  yet 
to  show  itself  in  this  singular  case  of  a 
devastated  enemy  which  was  never 
militarily  defeated  Caught  up  in 
political  pressures  and  the  mixed 
emotions  of  defeat  in  a  war  never 
officially  declared,  the  United  States  has 
been  conspicuously  absent  from  the  list 
of  Western  nations  offering  humani¬ 
tarian  aid. 

The  grain  shipment  sponsored  by 
Church  World  Service  will  be 
misunderstood  if  it  is  viewed  in  the 
context  of  political  ideology.  This 
shipment  is  not  meant  to  "support 
communism”  or  to  "prop  up  the 
government  of  Vietnam.”  It  is  intended 
instead  to  be  a  first  step  toward 


Mv  witness 

Sheep  and  shepherds  offer  lessons 
along  road  to  Christian  maturity 


X  VOH'T 
KHOW-  iOU'RE 
STANDING  ON 
MV  FOOT 


By  EVELYN  KLIEWER 
When  my  husband  Kermit.  a  high 
school  agriculture  instructor,  announced 
his  intention  to  raise  sheep  several  years 
ago.  I  never  dreamed  God  would  use 
even  that  experience  in  my  life  to  teach 
me  a  few  biblical  principles. 

I  was  not  a  Christian  at  the  time  my 
back  yard  became  a  sheepherder’s 
camp  Rather.  I  was  a  carnal 
sophisticate,  transplanted  by  marriage 
from  city  to  rural  life.  I  was  not 
adequately  prepared  for  the  shock 
My  husband’s  project  began  with  eight 
sheep  penned  in  the  farthest  corner  of  the 
yard.  Gradually,  as  they  needed  more 
roughage  in  their  diet.  Kermit  allowed 
them  to  mow  our  lawn.  One  lamb 
managed  to  zip  into  the  house  and 
refused  to  budge,  which  did  not  thrill 
me  I  used  pre-Christian  tactics  to  com¬ 
municate  my  displeasure  to  my  spouse. 

My  viewpoint  changed  entirely  when 
Jesus  rescued  me.  at  age  38.  and  became 
Lord  of  my  life.  A  sense  of  humor,  long 
suppressed,  was  one  of  the  first 
personality  characteristics  Christ 
restored  (He  undoubtedly  felt  this  was 
very  much  needed  in  my  life. ) 

One  day,  it  seemed  a  quiet  voice  spoke 
inside  me.  "My  daughter,  as  you  have 


discovered.  My  Word  is  full  of  analogies 
about  sheep  and  shepherds  Are  you  not 
pleased  that  I  have  arranged  for  you  to 
make  first-hand  observations  toward 
your  understanding  of  this  relationship? 

A  fascinating  study  began  Through 
looking  out  my  window  and  from 
supplementary  reading.  I  discovered  a 
few  facts.  Here  are  some  of  the  things  I 
learned  about  sheep  and  shepherds : 

(1)  At  the  beginning  of  any  fitting 
program  on  sheep,  the  shepherd  must 
first  check  to  see  that  the  lamb  is  walking 
as  soundly  as  possible. 

(2)  Lambs  should  be  treated 
immediately  for  internal  and  external 
parasites. 

(3)  The  experienced  shepherd  selects 
his  show  flock  early  The  best 
conditioned  show  entries  are  those  that 
have  been  carefully  fed  and  managed  for 
a  considerable  period.  In  fact,  good 
feeding  from  birth  is  necessary.  The 
quick-filled  show  flock  usually  meets 
with  disappointment  in  the  show  ring. 

(4)  It  required  some  time  to  put  on  a 
firm  finish  Shepherds  are  only 
reasonably  successful  if  they  delay  the 
blocking  and  other  finishing  details  until 
the  last  few  days  before  the  show. 


(5)  No  amount  of  blocking  or 
trimming  can  counteract  poor  feeding 
and  management.  A  show  animal  is 
going  to  be  handled  by  the  judge  to 
determine  what  is  under  the  fleece. 

As  a  tender  lamb.  I  am  in  awe  as  I 
learn  what  is  expected  of  my  shepherd.  I 
want  him  to  be  proud  of  me  when  I  stand 
before  the  Judge  on  show  day.  I  may  be 
dumb,  but  I  am  friendly,  easily  trained, 
docile  and  rather  affectionate. 

My  shepherd  is  very  conscientious  in 
training  me  He  feeds  and  waters  me 
regularly,  gives  me  a  balanced  ration 
and  takes  a  lot  of  time  meeting  my  needs. 
He  gets  his  instructions  from  the 
Shepherd’s  Manual  and  the  Good 
Shepherd  Himself.  Whom  he  talks  with 
all  the  time. 

And  with  that  kind  of  tender,  loving 
care  —  maybe  I’ll  even  make  a  grand 
champion! 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life 

This  week's  contributor.  Evelyn 
Kliewer.  is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Brawley.  California  (Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


reconciling  the  peoples  and  governments  the  United  States  and  Vietnam 

An  old  myth  and  a  new  one 


Flowers  at  funerals  are  not  wasteful 


The  long-standing  American  myth  of 
equal  opportunity  suffered  some  long- 
needed  reassessments  during  the 
turbulent  1960’s.  For  decades,  the 
popular  folklore  of  America  taught  that 
"every  man  starts  out  even”  and  can  lift 
himself  up  "by  his  own  bootstraps.” 

But  with  the  pain  of  Montgomery  and 
Watts  and  Wounded  Knee  and  that  of 
various  other  times  and  places  in  the 
past  decade,  the  old  myth  was  amended. 
The  disadvantaged  and  the  poor  told  the 
rest  of  us  something  we  had  not  been 
willing  to  hear  before:  Not  everyone  has 
bootstraps  Not  everyone  starts  out  with 
.  an  equal  opportunity. 

Environment,  nearly  everyone  now 
concedes,  plays  a  significant  role  in  who 
we  are  and  what  we  do  as  individuals.  We 
need  only  look  at  the  percentage  of  our 
prison  population  that  comes  from 
minority  groups,  the  poor  and  the 
disadvantaged  to  grasp  just  how 
significant  environment  can  be. 

But  while  this  long-needed  awakening 
of  the  populace  to  reality  has  proven  to 
be  a  valuable  lesson,  some  persons  in  our 
society  have  used  it  to  create  a  new  myth 
nearly  as  dangerous  as  the  original 

The  new  myth  says  environment  is  not 
just  a  factor  in  our  behavior  but  is  the 
factor  The  individual  is  at  the  mercy  of 
environment,  and  when  he  or  she  fails, 
the  fault  lies  not  with  the  individual  but 
with  society 

This  new  myth  rears  its  head  these 
days  in  our  system  of  criminal  justice.  A 
case  in  point  is  that  of  the  teenage  boy 
who  raped  a  classmate  last  year  in  a 


Safe-keeping 

By  POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 
No  less  marvelous  for  their  abundance 
my  heart  rejoices  over  the  tireless  robins 
singing  unseen  and  continually  nearby, 
my  soul  responds  to  the  melodious 
sparrows 

chipping  bouyantly  from  the  hedges, 
my  mind  rests,  seeing  the  brilliant 
cardinals 

pause  long  enough  to  bless  me  with  their 
beauty  - 

faith  is  reinforced  recalling  the  promise 
that  these  do  not  fall  unnumbered  - 
nor  shall  I. 
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Wisconsin  high  school.  The  judge  —  since 
that  time  removed  from  the  bench  in  a 
recall  election  —  ruled  that  the  youth  was 
not  guilty,  on  the  basis  that  our 
"permissive  society”  has  created  a 
situation  of  which  the  boy’s  crime  was  a 
natural  consequence.  Society,  not  the 
rapist,  was  guilty,  according  to  the 
judge. 

Other  court  cases  have  been  similarly 
based:  the  case  of  a  Florida  boy  whose 
defense  in  a  murder  trial  was  based  on 
the  claim  that  television  violence  was  to 
blame  for  a  murder  he  was  accused  of 
committing:  the  case  of  a  Texas  youth 
whose  alleged  killing  of  a  playmate  was 
blamed  on  a  broken  home  and  being 
forced  to  attend  special  education 
classes. 

We  believe  Christians  are  called  to 
have  compassion  for  persons  caught  up 
in  such  situations  where  a  negative 
environment  has  played  a  significant 
role  in  enticement  to  crime  We  should 
strive  to  help  remove  the  environmental 
inequities  that  twist  human  lives  and 
thwart  human  potential. 

But  at  the  same  time,  we  believe  it  is 
essential  that  the  Christian  community 
reaffirm  its  belief  in  individual 
responsibility.  The  belief  that  each  of  us 
ultimately  must  stand  responsible  for 
our  own  actions  is  fundamental  to 
Christian  faith. 

We  applaud  the  comments  of  the  Rev. 
Jessie  Jackson,  black  civil  rights  leader, 
who  recently  told  a  youth  gathering  to 
"believe  you  can  take  charge  of  your 
life.” 

Dr.  Jackson  said  society’s  pressures 
are  real,  but  each  person  must  also 
recognize  his  or  her  personal  role  in 
achieving  success  or  failure.  "Stop 
blaming  the  world  and  look  at  yourself.” 
he  said. 

That’s  good  advice  for  all  of  us. 

Here  I 


To  the  Editor: 

Writing  in  behalf  of  the  florists  of 
America,  and  most  particularly  in  behalf 
of  the  thousands  of  florists  who  are 
United  Methodists  and  supporters  of  the 
fabric  of  the  church.  I  take  exception  to 
several  of  the  statements  made  recently 
by  Mr  William  R.  Matheny  in  your  “My 
Witness”  column. 

As  Mr.  Matheny  says,  it  is  true  that 
flowers  fade,  which  is  all  the  more 
reason  to  send  them  at  time  of  death.  For 
what  better  means  do  you  have  of 
attesting  to  the  transitory  life  of  man? 
There  is  a  profound  religious  symbolism 
in  the  very  fact  that  they  do  not  last 
forever. 

Flowers  create  a  background  of 
warmth  and  beauty  which  adds  to  the 
dignity  of  the  funeral  service.  And 
although  Mr  Matheny  says  he  does  not 
wish  to  have  flowers  "desecrate”  his 
grave.  I  wonder  if  he  has  ever  attended  a 
funeral  or  graveside  service  where  there 
were  no  flowers?  There  is  an  emotional 
emptiness,  a  stark,  uncompromising 
memory  picture  which  can  never  be 
forgotten 

Regretfully,  there  is  a  modern 
tendency  to  eliminate  the  traditional 
visit  of  condolence,  to  get  the  funeral 
over  as  quickly  as  possible  —  to  say  “No 
flowers.”  Nevertheless,  there  are  still 
those,  myself  included,  who  believe  that 
to  overlook  or  omit  any  of  the  aspects  of 
the  traditional  funeral  service  is  to 
perform  a  great  and  lasting  disservice  to 
those  who  experience  the  pain  of 
bereavement. 

No.  Mr.  Matheny,  flowers  do  not 
wither,  and  they  do  not  die  —  not  in  the 
minds  of  the  bereaved.  They  are  recalled 
time  and  time  again  as  indelible 
expressions  of  sympathy  and  love. 

William  G.  Carmichael 
Alexandria,  Virginia 

stand 


We  should  all  strive 
to  be  more  trusting 


By  MARY  L.  DECKER 
As  Christians  today  we  should  be 
responsive  to  the  ever-increasing 
distrust  and  suspicion  apparent  in  our 
communities.  The  media  as  well  as 
personal  experiences  seem  to  verify  our 
"right”  to  be  distrustful,  our  obligation 
to  be  wary,  and  our  need  to  be  suspicious 
Consider  your  answers  to  a  few  questions 
which  may  illustrate  the  current  mood  of 
distrust: 

•  In  our  marriages,  can  we  continue  to 
trust  each  other  to  keep,  nurture  and 
value  this  relationship  despite 
changes  and  pressures? 

•  In  our  government,  can  we  trust 
elected  leaders  to  strive  for  public 
and  private  morality?  Do  our  laws 
and  judgments  reflect  that 
morality? 

•  In  our  industry,  can  we  trust  others 
to  complete  their  jobs  with 
competence  and  honesty? 

•  In  our  schools,  can  we  trust  teachers 
to  deal  fairly  with  our  children, 
maintain  discipline,  and  pass  on  our 
culture’s  knowledge9 

In  every  direction  we  turn,  our  trust 
appears  to  be  misplaced.  Our  faith  in  our 
institutions  seems  archaic  and  naive.  Yet 
to  sow  this  disillusionment  and  suspicion 
in  ourselves  reaps  bitterness  and 
withdrawal.  Such  attitudes  may  be  great 
blocks  to  achieving  wholeness  within 
ourselves  and  with  others.  So  some  will 
turn  to  limiting  contacts  to  those  most 
like  themselves  —  “hippie” 
communities,  the  Moon  religion.  John 
Birchers,  Ku  Klux  Klan.  etc  Others 
escape  all  contacts  by  means  of  drugs  or 
alcohol  Some  revert  to  the  "simple  life” 
in  which  they  do  everything  themselves, 
thus  eliminating  the  need  for  trustful 
relationships  Still  others  decide  to 
"hang  loose"  letting  nothing  disturb 
them  because  they  stand  on  nothing 
substantial  that  can  be  disturbed 
Among  these  varied  possibilities  is 
there  any  place  for  the  Christian9  What 
alternatives  do  we  Christians  have  to  the 
frustrations  of  misplaced  trust  in 


Mary  Decker 
expressing  our  faith,  hope  and  love? 
Absolutely  none  We  are  required  to  offer 
our  lives  to  the  ideal  that  faith,  hope  and 
love  will  survive  all  else  ultimately.  No 
institution,  product,  book  or  any  other 
‘“thing”  is  worthy  of  that  trust.  We 
cannot  insulate  ourselves  or  our  church 
from  any  possibility  of  frustration  We 
cannot  isolate  ourselves  or  our  church 
from  all  possible  disruptions.  We 
Christians  cannot  retreat  from 
participating  in  the  human  experience 
for  fear  of  being  disillusioned.  We  must 
not  just  manage  ‘ ‘to  cope.  ” 

Where  there  are  lies  and  misinfor¬ 
mation,  we  must  bring  truth.  Where 
there  is  immorality,  we  are  to  bring 
light  and  concerned  integrity.  Where 
there  is  hate  and  jealousy,  we  are  to  be 
bearers  of  trust  and  love.  And  if  we  are 
taken  advantage  of,  we  count  what  we 
have  lost  as  nothing  compared  to  the 
alternative  ot  being  bitter,  distrustful 
and  wary. 

As  Christians,  you  and  I  are  challenged 
to  bring  into  our  world  a  glimpse  of  what 
it  means  to  be  persons  of  integrity  in  our 
own  lives  and  work,  to  be  persons  of 
faithfulness  in  our  own  relationships  with 
others,  to  be  persons  of  hope  that  the 
ultimate  realities  in  our  universe  are 
good,  to  be  persons  of  love  in  all 
situations  —  even  those  which  would  be 
most  likely  to  turn  us  into  cynics 

Our  speech  and  listening  patterns  may 
have  to  change  Our  budgets  may  need 
revision  Our  schedules  may  need 
adjustment  We  are  to  become  trusting 
persons:  trusting  in  God's  ultimate 
goodness  and  love:  trusting  the  example 
Jesus  gave  in  His  own  life;  trusting  in  the 
best  we  sense  in  ourselves  and  others; 
knowing  finally  that  God’s  grace  and 
love  are  sufficient  for  any  frustration  we 
meet  on  the  way  to  being  truly  trusting, 
caring  and  loving  persons 

This  week's  contributor  to  " Here  I 
Stand"  is  Mary  L  Decker,  a  member  of 
Central  UMC  in  Stockton.  California 


Flowers  nre  m  nsteful 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  "My  Witness” 
article  written  by  William  R  Matheny 
(TM/UMR.  Jan.  27).  I  agree  that  the  cost 
of  funeral  flowers  is  a  waste.  My  husband 
is  the  supervisor  of  our  two  city 
cemeteries  and  it  breaks  my  heart  to  see 
how  roughly  the  expensive  flowers  are 
handled  and  how  soon  they  wither  and 
die. 

In  our  small  church  I  suggested  that 
we  start  a  library  and  that  the  members 
of  the  church  place  a  book  in  the  library 
in  memory  of  a  friend  or  loved  one.  on  an 
anniversary  or  birthday,  or  just  any  time 
you  want  to  say  you  love  someone  in  lieu 
of  flowers.  Our  library  is  now  four  years 
old  and  we  have  302  good  books  enriching 
the  lives  of  our  membership. 

I  trust  that  many  of  our  Methodist 
members  will  call  these  suggestions,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Matheny’s,  to  mind 
hereafter. 

Mrs.  Glen  Burke 
Greenville,  Texas 
Investment  in  people  1 
To  the  Editor: 

May  I  respond  to  William  R.  Matheny’s 
"My  Witness”  article  which  appeared  in 
the  January  27  issue? 

Have  you  ever  attended  a  funeral  or 
observed  a  casket  in  a  funeral  home 
where  there  were  no  flowers?  It  makes 
one  wonder  if  that  person  had  any  loved 
ones!  A  tastefully  arranged  display  of 
flowers  in  the  church  or  funeral  home 
must  speak  volumes  to  the  family. 

Have  you  ever  considered  what  we  pay 
for  when  we  buy  flowers?  We  are  not 
really  paying  for  flowers  —  they  truly 
are  the  gift  of  God.  We  are  paying  a  profit 
to  the  florist  so  he  may  feed  his  family, 
educate  his  children,  support  his 
community  and  church.  We  are  paying 
for  the  truck  driver  who  delivered  them 
to  the  funeral  home  so  he  can  do  the  very 
same  things. 

This  can  be  repeated  over  and  over 
again  as  we  consider  the  wholesale  house 
that  furnished  the  seed;  the  company 
that  supplied  the  pot;  the  outfit  that 
makes  and  sells  ribbon,  bows,  stakes  and 
wrap  for  the  flowers:  and  even  those  who 
furnished  the  "frog"  or  chicken-wire  that 
makes  the  stems  stand  straight. 

No.  Mr.  Matheny,  the  money  was  not 
wasted  on  flowers  —  it  was  invested  in 
people.  Lawrence  P.  Fitzpatrick 

Malcolm.  Iowa 

(*i\e  to  church  instend 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  whole-heartedly  with  the 
thoughts  expressed  by  William  R. 
Matheny  in  the  "My  Witness”  column 
about  funeral  flowers  being  wasteful 
(TM/UMR.  Jan.  27).  They  are  certainly 
beautiful,  but  can  do  the  deceased  no 
good,  and  the  bereaved  are  in  no  frame  of 
mind  to  properly  appreciate  them. 

Mr.  Matheny  gives  several  suggestions 
for  ways  that  the  money  could  be  better 
spent  Let  me  tell  you  what  we.  as  a 
family,  did  after  my  father  passed  away 
in  October  We  decided  on  a  memorial 
fund  in  his  name  to  the  small  town 
church  my  parents  had  always  attended 
And  we  made  it  easy  for  people  to  give  to 
the  fund.  The  obituary  notices  in  the 
various  newspapers  included  something 
like  this:  "Memorial  contributions  may 
be  made  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
of  (name  of  town)  and  sent  in  care  of 
(name,  address  and  zip  code  of  church 
treasurer).  I  really  believe  the  response 
was  greater  because  of  the  complete 
information  given. 

The  church  board  has  decided  that  the 
fund  will  be  used  to  install  indoor 
plumbing  facilities  in  the  church  for  the 
first  time 

We  are  thankful  that  money  that  might 
otherwise  serve  no  practical  purpose  is 
to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire 
church  community  and  its  visitors 

Phyllis  Dorcas 
Waverly.  Kansas 

Article  un fair 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  quite  concerned  tonight,  after  a 
hard  day's  work  at  my  flower  shop,  to 
find  the  Jan.  27  issue  of  TM/UMR 
containing  the  column  "My  Witness” 


with  the  headline  "Funeral  flowers  are 
wasteful." 

They  are  not  wasteful.  Have  you  ever 
attended  a  funeral  service  where  there 
has  not  been  a  single  flower  present?  It  is 
a  cold,  depressing,  meaningless 
experience.  I  am  among  the  first  to 
admit  that  the  amount  of  flowers  can  be 
overdone,  but  to  imply  that  flowers  are 
wasteful  and  should  be  omitted 
completely  is  going  too  far.  They  are  an 
expression  of  love  for  the  deceased  and 
the  bereaved  family  in  a  much  more 
personal  way  than  a  check  to  “your 
favorite  charity  .” 

I  do  not  know  what  business  Mr. 
Matheny  may  be  in,  but  I  wonder  if  he 
would  appreciate  it  if  his  church 
advocated  not  using  his  services  or  not 
purchasing  his  product  because  the 
money  would  have  been  of  better  use 
elsewhere?  I  support  my  church  liberally 
with  the  profits  of  my  flower  shop  and  I 
feel  that  this  article  was  unfair  to  me  — 
and  to  other  florists  —  United  Methodists 
or  not. 

Dorothy  J.  Huff 

San  Francisco.  California 
kl>is<Timin«lion’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  receiving  TM/UMR  for  the 
first  time  this  year,  and  have  enjoyed 
reading  about  United  Methodism  in  other 
parts  of  our  country.  To  my  dismay,  the 
headline  of  an  article  shouted  out 
"Funeral  flowers  are  wasteful”  when  I 
opened  the  paper  this  week. 

To  me.  this  definitely  had  a  tinge  of 
"discrimination”  toward  the  floral 
industry.  We  feel  that  we  are  working 
with  one  of  God’s  greatest  gifts  to  this 
grief-stricken  world:  the  beauty  of  the 
flower.  It  has  brought  to  many  a 
particular  kind  of  comfort  during  their 
time  of  grief  at  the  loss  of  a  loved  one. 

We  are  a  third  generation  Methodist 
family,  and  had  a  fourth  generation  baby 
baptized  last  September  We  have  given 
freely  of  our  product  to  decorate  the  altar 
(in  His  remembrance)  without 
compensation,  and  pledge  monetarily 
toward  our  church  and  its  commitments. 
When  an  article  of  this  type  is  printed 


nationwide,  it  is  difficult  to  accept. 

It  is  too  late  to  rescind  headlines  ot  this 
nature.  However,  in  the  future,  if  a  little 
consideration  could  be  given  toward  our 
industry,  it  would  be  greatly  appreci- 

ated  Constance  Byers 

Great  Falls.  Montana 

Show  in  d  concern 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Matheny  (TM/UMR.  Jan.  27) 
sounds  just  like  Judas  when  he 
complained  about  the  woman  who 
"wasted”  the  ointment  on  Jesus.  I  agree 
we  spend  too  much  on  flowers,  but  when 
the  church  gives  flowers  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased,  they  are  showing  their 
concern. 

It  is  fine  to  give  to  various  charities, 
the  heart  fund,  the  cancer  fund.  etc.  My 
guess  is  that  such  giving  would  not  be 
more  than  10  percent  of  what  is  spent  on 
flowers. 

By  Mr.  Matheny’s  reasoning,  why 
should  one  spend  hundreds  of  dollars 
buying  a  casket,  dressing  the  deceased  in 
their  best  clothes,  etc.  just  to  take  them 
out  and  bury  them.  Why  hot  just  hire  a 
backhoe,  dig  a  hole  in  the  back  yard  and 
throw  them  in?  The  money  saved  could 
be  used  for  the  poor. 

Thomas  J.  Glendinning 
Center.  Missouri 
l.ove  not  w nsteful 
To  the  Editor: 

I  disagree  with  Mr.  William  Matheny’s 
article  “Funeral  flowers  are  wasteful” 
(TM/UMR.  Jan.  27). 

Is  love  ever  wasteful?  Mr.  Matheny 
may  be  like  some  in  our  church  who  say 
our  children  in  the  Methodist  Home 
shouldn’t  have  toys  and  bikes  and  such. 
Again  I  ask :  Is  love  ever  wasteful? 

Have  you  ever  been  to  a  funeral  where 
no  one  cared?  Where  there  were  no 
flowers?  I  went  to  one  years  ago  and  I 
hope  I  never  again  have  such  an 
experience.  Mr.  Matheny  sounds  a  lot 
like  Scrooge  tome. 

I  say  funeral  flowers  are  not  wasteful 
and  neither  is  love.  , 

Lela  Will  House 
London.  Kentucky 


Give  now. 

So  she  can  learn  today...  and  earn  tomorrow. 


Right  now.  thousands  of  young 
black  women  are  seeking  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  They  want  that 
opportunity  to  learn. 

Since  1972  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  has  supported  twelve 
black  colleges  through  the  Black 
College  Fund. 

Young  adults  seeking  a  higher 
education  need  your  help.  They 
need  your  dollars. 

So  if  you'd  like  to  improve  the 


future  of  some  young  woman,  sup¬ 
port  the  annual  Black  College 
Fund  apportionment  through 
your  local  church  today. 

Your  dollars  will  provide  learn¬ 
ing  for  today. .  .earning  for  to¬ 
morrow.  For  more  information 
write  or  call  today. 

The  Black 
College  Fund 


P.  O.  Box  871  Nashville.  Tennessee  37202  615/327  2700 
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Snow.  snow,  snow . 

Scenes  like  this  were  everywhere  in  Ohio  recently  in  the  to  the  United  Methodist  Children's  Home  at  Flat  Hock.  Ohio 
aftermath  of  '78  blizzard.  The  storm's  devastation  extended  (See  story  below).  east  OHIO  today  oik  photo 

‘Nearjjanie’  before  reseue 


Ohio  children ’s  home  hard  hit 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

FLAT  ROCK,  Ohio  —  "To  be 
honest,  we  were  near  panic.” 

Those  words  were  no  doubt  being 
echoed  in  many  quarters  last  week  as 
United  Methodists  across  the  nation 
continued  to  battle  what  some  were 
already  calling  ‘‘the  infamous 
blizzards  of  ’78.” 

But  they  still  carried  fresh  meaning 
for  the  Rev.  Don  Bable.  administrator 
of  the  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  here.  Mr.  Bable  now  faces 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  damage  to  buildings  and 
painful  memories  after  one  savage 
East  Ohio  storm  struck  the  home  and 
isolated  its  residents  Jan.  26-28. 

All  25  children  and  16  staffpersons 
are  safe.  And  Mr.  Bable  has  nothing 
but  good  words  to  say  about  his  staff 
and  about  the  churches  which  “took 
us  all  in”  when  they  were  finally 
evacuated  by  “big  machines  and 
school  buses”  which  broke  through  in 


the  wee  hours  of  a  Saturday  morning. 

But  the  memories  remain.  “It’s 
amazing  how  depressed  you  get  and 
how  short  tempers  get,”  he  recalled 
forTM/UMR  last  week. 

There  was  the  fear  of  freezing,  after 
electricity  went  out  early  Thursday 
morning  and  all  41  persons  huddled  in 
two  buildings  which  had  fireplaces. 
All  firewood  had  been  used  up  and 
furniture  was  fueling  the  fire  when 
help  arrived. 

Pipes  had  burst  and  melted  snow 
was  the  only  source  of  water.  And 
while  there  was  plenty  of  food  in  a 
nearby  building,  “we  had  to  go 
through  12-foot  drifts  to  get  to  it,”  Mr. 
Bable  said.  Furthermore,  with  winds 
gusting  up  to  70  miles  per  hour,  “you 
couldn’t  see  if  you  did  go  outside.” 
And  while  most  children  understood 
the  danger,  a  few  did  go  out,  —  a 
frightening  situation,  he  recalls. 

Finally  at  1  a.m.  Saturday,  persons 
from  nearby  Bellevue  came  to  the 
rescue  and  all  41  home  residents  were 


taken  for  food  and  shelter  to  the 
Immaculate  Conception  Catholic 
School  in  Bellevue.  The  next  day,  Mr. 
Bable  reports,  within  hours  two  UM 
ministers  —  the  Rev  Merriel 
Burkhead  and  the  Rev.  Ernest 
Murphy  —  had  found  temporary 
lodging  for  each  child  in  the  homes  of 
their  congregations. 

All  20  boys  have  now  returned  to  the 
Methodist  Home,  where  they  are 
being  housed  in  the  two  buildings  with 
minimal  damage.  The  five  girls 
remain  with  families  to  whom  they 
have  been  temporarily  assigned  by 
the  County  Welfare  Department. 

Mr.  Bable  is  still  uncertain  how 
many  of  the  buildings  are  worth 
salvaging  or  what  the  final  cost  will 
be.  (An  early  estimate  sets  the  figure 
at  $750,000.)  The  administration 
building,  he  notes,  is  “almost  a  total 
disaster.” 

But  the  41  persons  in  his  care  were 
safe  and  dry  and  warm.  And,  for  now 
at  least,  the  snow  has  stopped. 


On  Student  Day  fund 


Mishandling  of  offering  charged 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Scholarship 
funds  improperly  withheld  by  many 
annual  conferences  for  their  own 
programs  were  revealed  here  recently  as 
one  of  the  reasons  the  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  offering  never  meets  its 
goal. 

Dr.  Esther  Edwards,  assistant  general 
secretary  in  charge  of  the  loans  and 
scholarships  office  for  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  said 
some  annual  conferences  have  been 
withholding  as  much  as  80  percent  of  the 
offering  before  remitting  the  balance  to 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  which  administers  all 
general  church  funds.  The  practice, 
which  she  says  is  in  violation  of  the 
“Book  of  Discipline,”  has  caught  some 
annual  conference  leaders,  even  bishops, 
unaware. 

Record  giving  to  the  student  day 
offering  during  1977  was  a  bittersweet 
victory  with  this  discovery.  The  offering, 
which  totaled  $498,988,  an  increase  of  61.7 
percent  over  the  previous  years,  is  still 
less  than  one-half  of  the  annual  $1  million 
goal. 

While  much  of  the  1977  increase  can  be 
attributed  to  an  intensive  promotional 
campaign  launched  late  in  1975,  Dr. 
Edwards  said  some  of  the  increase  has 
come  from  annual  conferences  which 
have  remitted  their  total  offering  for  the 
first  time.  Approximately  two-thirds  of 
the  73  annual  conferences  also  operate 
their  own  independent  loan  programs. 

The  denominational  loan  program, 
administered  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  began  in  1866 
and  is  the  oldest  fund  of  its  kind  in  the 
nation.  Nearly  $2  million  was  disbursed 
to  United  Methodist  students  last  year, 
including  1,162  scholarships  and  1,848 
loans.  Total  assets  administered  by  the 
office  are  approximately  $10  million.  As 
a  revolving  fund,  the  program  has  loaned 
more  than  $43  million  to  students  since  it 
began. 

The  program  has  an  enviable  col¬ 
lections  record,  reflecting,  a  delinquency 
rate  of  only  1.9  percent  during  the  last  17 
years.  Similar  government  programs 
commonly  record  14  to  18  percent  delin¬ 
quency,  Dr.  Edwards  said. 

Why  do  annual  conferences  maintain 
their  own  loan  programs  when  one 
already  exists  for  the  entire 
denomination?  The  most  common 
explanation  given,  according  to  Dr. 
Edwards,  is  that  annual  conferences 


want  to  make  sure  their  own  students 
benefit  from  the  money.  Some  annual 
conferences  have  also  received  a  bequest 
which  prompted  tb^. beginning  of  a  loan 
program. 

“Annual  conference  leaders  have  an 
unfounded  concern  if  they  fear  their 
students  will  not  benefit,”  Dr.  Edwards 
said.  “For  many  years  each  annual 
conference  has  received  more  in 
scholarships  and  loans  each  year  than  it 
has  contributed  through  the  Student  Day 
offering." 

She  is  also  concerned  about  the 
management  of  loan  funds  in  some 
annual  conferences  and  local  churches. 
“They  simply  are  not  set  up  to  maintain 
such  a  fund  and  are  not  able  to  handle  the 


difficult  collection  procedures,”  she  said. 
“As  a  result,  their  delinquency  rates  are 
high.” 

She  discourages  local  churches  from 
administering  their  own  loan  programs: 
“What  happens  when  a  local  church 
grants  a  loan  to  one  of  its  members  who 
doesn’t  repay  the  money?  That  issue  can 
tear  a  congregation  apart. 

“If  we  have  persons  who  refuse  to 
repay  their  loans,  we  take  decisive  steps, 
and.  if  necessary,  legal  action,”  Dr. 
Edwards  explained.  “Some  people  might 
think  we  are  hard-hearted,  but  we  take 
our  responsibility  seriously.  We  are 
stewards  of  the  church’s  money  and  we 
want  to  conserve  it  for  reuse  by  future 
generations  of  students.” 


Ownership  of  Tara  project 
claimed  key  to  Kansan  giving 
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By  MARJ  MATTHAE1 

HUTCHINSON,  Kans.  -  Response  to 
“Tara,”  their  very  own  people-to-people 
self-help  project  in  Africa,  has  been 
credited  with  some  high-level  giving  to 
general  advance  programs'  in  1977  by 
churches  in  the  Kansas  West  Annual 
Conference. 

Kansas  West  gave  $305,893  in  the  first 
11  months  of  1977  —  tops  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  recent  reports 
show.  And  conference  leaders  are 
convinced  that  “enthusiasm”  and 
“ownership”  of  the  unique  pilot  project 
has  been  the  key. 

The  Tara  Project  in  the  Sahel.  Niger. 
Africa,  was  approved  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  for  a  total  of  $300,000  over  a 
three-year  period,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Lilly  Endowment  and  Africare. 

It  became  “unique”  in  the  fall  of  1976 
when  the  Kansas  West  Conference  voted 
to  take  on  the  full  acceptance  of  UMCOR 
in  the  integrated  rural  development 
program  at  Tara.  The  initial  phase  for 
the  conference  culminated  in  a 
“Bicentennial  Thank  Offering”  on 
Thanksgiving  Sunday.  Nov.  21, 1976.  With 
a  goal  of  $125,000,  the  offering  was  taken 
in  almost  all  the  425  local  churches. 

When  the  calls  came  in  that  afternoon 
to  the  conference  office  and  Bishop 
Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr.,  the  total  was  well 
over  $168,000.  Contributions  remain 
completely  voluntary.  But  as  of  Feb.  1. 
1978rthe  total  amount  sent  in  to  UMCOR 
for  the  project  is  $211 ,792,  and  conference 
leaders  are  confident  that  the  entire 
amount  of  $300,000  will  be  paid  by  next 
year. 

Six  members  of  the  Task  Force  made 
an  onsite  visit  to  Tara  in  the  summer  of 
1976,  and  have  presented  reports  in  250 
local  churches.  . 

Niger  is  a  land  of  drouth  and  flood,  and 
one  of  the  “most  hungry”  in  the  world. 
Fifty  percent  of  the  children  in  Niger  die 
before  the  age  of  five,  and  life 
expectancy  is  45  years.  The  sixth  largest 
state  in  Africa,  Niger  is  similar  to 
western  Kansas  in  its  temperature  and 
farming  potential. 


the 


Officials  of  Africare  supervise 
project,  and  some  $1  million  given  by  the 
Lilly  Endowment  has  paid  for  the  newly 
constructed  dam  on  the  Niger  River. 
Kansas  West  money  is  being  used  for 
farmer  training,  adult  literacy 
improvement,  health  care,  forestry,  and 
training  in  animal  traction  and  animal 
husbandry. 

“The  Tara  Project  is  potentially 
successful  because  it  is  a  direct  effort  to 
improve  the  over-all  welfare  of  the  small 
farm  family  and  the  rural  community,” 
Bishop  Dixon  told  conference  members 
following  his  visit  to  the  project.  “The 
various  technological  methods  being 
used  are  in  keeping  with  the  economic, 
social,  and  cultural  conditions  there,  and 
the  project  is  so  designed  that  natives  of 
Africa  will  gradually  replace  outside 
consultants  and  technicians.” 

David  Fieser,  chairman  of  the 
conference  task  force,  believes  the  Tara 
Project  means  much  to  United 
Methodists  in  the  Kansas  West 
Conference:  “Helping  people  develop 
beyond  existing  limits  is  a  life-giving 
experience.”  he  said.  “The  Tara  Project 
does  indeed  extend  the  limits  of  an 
important  group  of  village  farmers  in 
Niger,  Africa.” 

Mrs.  Matthaei  is  news  director  of  the 
Kansas  Area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Snow  defied  for  evangelism 

North  Dakotans  gather  for  inspiration ,  study 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

JAMESTOWN.  N.D.  —  Braving  snow 
drifts  as  high  as  25  feet  in  some  places, 
seven  degree  above  zero  weather  and  a 
blizzard  in  the  western  part  of  the  state 
that  cut  expected  attendance  in  half, 
approximately  1,250  United  Methodists 
defied  the  elements  and  poured  in  here 
for  an  emphasis  on  evangelism.  Feb.  lo¬ 
ll. 

To  challenge  people.  “Renewal  '78” 
brought  to  this  snow  covered  North 
Dakota  prairie  town  200  miles  south  of 
the  Canadian  border  the  famed 
Methodist  evangelist  from  Australia. 
Alan  Walker,  and  the  popular  preacher 
from  Hollywood.  Calif  .  Lloyd  Ogilvie. 
And  dozens  of  staff  persons  from  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville  as 
well  as  Dakotas  Area  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  and  local  leaders  led 
workshops  on  practical  methods  and 
concerns  of  evangelism 

The  Australian  evangelist  called  the 
church  to  remember  it  is  both  local  and 
global  and  “the  front  line  of  the  battle  to 
make  the  world  Christian  runs  through 
every  local  church.” 

Every  church  must  see  itself  as  “a 
radiating  center  of  divine  love,”  Dr 
Walker  said.  “This  can  only  be  achieved 
as  churches,  rediscovering  the  power  of 
conversion,  reach  to  the  not-yet- 
Christians  all  around  them  in  true 
evangelism.” 

He  said  it  is  a  “scandal”  that  church 
buildings  are  left  standing  empty  after 
Sunday  worship.  “Churches  in  a  lonely 
society  must  become  seven-da y-a -week 
caring  fellowships  and  express  both  the 
word  and  deed  of  the  Gospel.” 

He  urged  Christians  everywhere  “to 
turn  the  church  from  being  a  static, 
stationary  institution  to  being  a 
movement  again  with  a  world  to  win.” 
Dr.  Walker  was  speaking  for  the  first 
time  on  a  month  long  tour  of  the  United 
States  since  taking  the  position  of 
evangelism  director  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

Using  the  words  of  Jesus  on  the  cross, 
“I  thirst.”  Dr.  Walker  said  three  great 
thirsts  exist  among  the  world's  people 
today  —  physical,  emotional  and 
spiritual.  The  physical  he  identified  as 
the  thirst  for  freedom  with  the  two  major 
problems  being  racial  bondage  and 
poverty. 

He  lashed  out  at  South  Africa  as  “the 
most  unjust  society  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  today”  and  urged  the  United  States 
to  use  every  conceivable  non-violent 
method  at  its  disposal  to  pressure  the 
South  African  government  to  change  its 
policy  toward  blacks. 

Quoting  statistics  that  six  percent  of 
the  world’s  population  consumes  40 


percent  of  its  resources  and  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  earth's  people  go  hungry, 
the  evangelist  said  “we  in  the  West  must 
live  more  simply  in  order  that  all  people 
may  simply  live." 

The  thirst  for  human  relationships  and 
for  God  in  society  today  gives  the  church 
even  greater  relevance.  Dr  Walker  said 
If  humanity  is  to  survive,  “from 
somewhere  must  come  a  greater  respect 
for  human  life,  a  new  feeling  for  the 
suffering  of  all  people  and  all  living 
creatures,  a  new  concern  for  the  world's 
wasting  environment  and  a  new  passion 
to  lift  the  spiritual  darkness  in  which 
millions  live  and  die." 

He  concluded:  “I  see  Christianity  as 
the  only  living  force  capable  of  healing 
and  renewing  the  life  of  the  world  .” 

Dr.  Ogilvie.  senior  pastor  at  Hollywood 
Presbyterian  Church,  stressed  the  joy  of 
evangelism  and  the  priesthood  of  all 
believers  in  his  lectures 

To  a  friend  who  complained  he  had  lost 
the  joy  of  the  faith.  Dr.  Ogilvie  said  he 


posed  three  questions:  il>  Is  anyone 
going  to  live  forever  because  of  you?  <2) 
Can  you  point  to  any  person  in  the  past 
month  you  have  listened  to.  cared  for  and 
become  vulnerable  with?  and  (3)  Have 
you  become  involved  in  anything 
constructive  and  significant  in  vour 
community'’ 

Joy.  he  said,  will  be  lost  unless  given 
away. 

Emphasizing  that  evangelism  is 
everyone's  business,  the  Presbyterian 
minister  contrasted  his  early  theological 
education  with  what  he  now  believes 

“Mv  education  prepared  me  to  act  as  a 
gigolo,"  he  said,  “to  love  a  congregation 
which  didn’t  love  each  other  and  to  love 
the  world  on  their  behalf  So.  I  worked 
myself  to  the  bone  " 

That  is  not  biblical,  he  later  decided 
“Anyone  in  Christ  is  in  priesthood  and 
one's  ministry  is  wherever  people  hurt.  I 
like  to  put  it :  Am  I  willing  to  let  my  heart 
be  broken  by  the  things  that  broke  Jesus' 
heart?”  he  said. 


Black  college  needs 
o  utstrip  ch  u  rch  s  u ppo  rt 


DURHAM.  N.C.  (UMC)-No  denomi¬ 
nation  —  including  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  even  begins  to  support  its 
black  colleges  at  “the  level  of  need  and 
obligation,”  the  president  of  one  UM- 
related  university  declared  here 

Massive  aid  in  recruiting  both  white 
and  black  students  for  black  colleges, 
along  with  more  sustained  and 
substantial  methods  of  funding  the 
colleges,  were  called  for  by  Dr.  Samuel 
DuBois  Cook,  of  Dillard  University  in 
New  Orleans,  at  a  conference  on 
relationships  between  churches  and 
higher  education. 

Dr.  Cook  spoke  at  Duke  University 
during  the  conference  sponsored  by  Duke 
Divinity  School,  the  National  Institute  for 
Campus  Ministries,  and  the  United 
Ministries  in  Higher  Education. 

“Missionary  giving  must  be  replaced 
by  a  more  productive,  stable,  and 
sustained  method  and  commitment.”  Dr 
Cook  asserted.  “The  ministry  of  the 
church  to  black  colleges  must  elevate 
these  institutions  to  a  central  place  in  the 
life  of  the  church,  and  place  them  where 
they  have  never  been  —  in  the 
‘mainstream’ of  the  councils.” 

Special  programs  of  support  such  as 
the  denomination-wide  Black  College 
Fund  should  be  secondary  rather  than 
primary,  he  said.  ‘‘They  have  a  vital  role 
to  play,  but  that.._role._  should  be 


the  church  today 


Funds  for  grain  shipment 
half  raised 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -'Church  World 
Service  announced  here  that  it  has  raised 
nearly  half  of  the  $700,000  it  needs  to  ship 
wheat  to  Vietnam. 

The  U.S.  government  has  refused  to 
reimburse  shipping  costs  as  it  usually 
does  when  the  church  relief  agency  sends 
relief  abroad. 

Most  of  the  10.000  metric  tons  of  wheat 
was  donated  by  farmers  and  some  had  to 
be  purchased,  CWS  said.  The  last  37  of 
110  boxcars  of  wheat  are  now  on  their 
way  to  Houston,  the  departure  point. 

A  ceremony  on  March  4  will  mark  the 
debarkation  of  the  first  ship  to  sail  from 
the  United  States  to  Vietnam  since  the 
end  of  the  war  there.  CWS  said  the 
shipment  is  its  largest  in  its  10-year 
history  of  relief  aid  to  Vietnam . 

Among  contributors  to  the  shipping 
costs  so  far  is  the  United  Methodist 
Church  with  $25,000. 

University  of  the  Pacific 
affiliates  officially  with  UMC 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  The 
University  Senate  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  welcomed  an  eighth 
university  to  the  ranks  of  its  affiliated 
institutions  at  its  annual  meeting  here 
Feb.  4-5. 

The  University  of  the  Pacific. 
Stockton.  Calif.,  moved  in  the  Senate’s 
classification  from  the  rank  of  college  to 
that  of  university,  making  it  the  eighth 
such  institution  to  be  affiliated  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  switch  was  significant  because  the 
University  officially  broke  its  ties  with 
the  California-Nevada  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  the  1960s.  Many  expected  it  to 
disassociate  itself  from  the  church 
entirely,  rather  than  reaffirm  the 
relationship. 

Native  American  Committee 
finally  gets  underway 

DALLAS  (TM/UMR)  -  Held  up  for  a 
year  by  decisions  about  who  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  could  name  their  21 
members,  the  Study  Committee  on 
Native  American  Ministries  finally  held 


One  person 's  "junk' just  may  he 
another  one's  i treasure ’ 


PARK  RIDGE,  Ill.  —  One  person's 
"junk  mail”  is  obviously  another 
person’s  treasure,  the  Cokesbury 
regional  office  here  discovered 
somewhat  to  its  surprise  recently. 

It  seems  that  the  Rev.  Lambert  M. 
Kempkes,  a  Chicago-area  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  not  only  doesn’t  object 
to  the  United  Methodist  promotions 
and  catalogues  he’s  been  receiving 
over  the  years  from  Cokesbury  —  he 
enjoys  them  and  finds  them  “very 
valuable.” 


So,  to  show  his  appreciation  for  the 
mailings  and  also  to  help  defray  their 
cost,  he  fired  off  a  $15  donation  to 
Cokesbury  along  with  a  letter  of 
thanks. 


Unusual?  Absolutely,  says 
Cokesbury  manager  Anthony  J. 
Tolbert  III,  who  admits  that  “in  this 
day  of  high  pressure  advertising, 
most  people  complain  about  getting 
mailings  from  companies.” 


its  organizational  meeting  here  Feb.  6.  It 
is  to  have  a  report  and  recommendations 
ready  for  the  1980  General  Conference,  27 
months  away. 

The  study  committee  was  mandated  by 
the  1976  General  Conference  to  study  and 
evaluate  “the  basic  networking  system 
of  Native  American  ministries,  and  how 
these  ministries  have  been  resourced 
and  developed;"  research  the  basic 
philosophical  and  social  basis  of  Native 
American  concepts  in  the  UMC.  and  to 
study  the  role  and  function  of  the  Native 
American  Indian  Caucus  (NAIC)  in  the 
life  of  the  church. 

The  committee  elected  Katie  Scott,  a 
Creek -Cherokee  from  Tulsa,  Okla..  as 
chairperson  and  adopted  a  $74,575  budget 
for  1978. 

“Six  American  Families”  TV 
series  set  for  spring  re-run 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  award¬ 
winning  TV  series  “Six  American 
Families”  will  be  shown  again  starting 
April  4  by  the  Public  Broadcasting 
Service  and  Group  W  (Westinghouse) 
stations. 

The  six  hour-long  programs  called 
“one  of  the  best  documentary  series  in 
recent  years”  by  the  San  Francisco 
Examiner,  were  produced  by  Group  W  in 
association  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
The  Travelers  Insurance  Companies  are 
again  underwriting  the  airing  of  the 
series  on  public  television. 

Churches  wishing  to  form  discussion 
groups  may  order  a  free  publicity  kit  on 
“Six  American  Families”  from  1525 
McGavock  St..  Nashville.  Tenn.  37203. 

Jurisdiction  faces  possible 
reduction  in  number  of  bishops 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  Because  of 
membership  losses  in  the  nine-state 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  (NCJ)  ofjhe 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  number  of 
bishops  could  be  reduced  from  10  to  nine 
in  1980. 

Under  a  formula  in  the  church’s  “Book 
of  Discipline."  the  breaking  point 
beiween  10  and  nine  bishops  for  the  NCJ 
is  2.250.000  members  According  to 
official  membership  reports  at  the  end  of 
-976,  the  most  recent  figures  currently 
available,  the  jurisdiction  had  2.253,338 
members,  including  ministers.  Annual 
losses  during  the  past  four  years  have 
ranged  as  high  as  53.000  in  the  area  which 
includes  the  states  of  North  Dakota. 
South  Dakota,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Indiana  and  Ohio. 
Pensions  board  top 
executive  resigns 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  Stanley  D. 
Morrow,  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions  here,  has  resigned,  effective 
Aug.  1 

Dr.  Morrow.  39.  has  headed  the  board’s 
staff  since  Jan.  1.  1975 


supplementary  and  secondary  to 
mainstream  contributions." 

Dr.  Cook  said  “substantial  funds  for 
the  colleges  should  be  a  regular  and 
integral  part  of  the  budgetary  or 
allocating  process  of  the  general  church 
body  and  its  general  treasury  ."  The 
United  Methodist  Church  should  give 
substantial  annual  appropriations  from 
its  World  Service  Fund  to  the  12  black 
colleges,  he  said. 

Dr.  Cook  also  stressed  that  “churches 
have  a  special  obligation  and  opportunity 
to  assist  in  the  recruitment  of  students 
across  racial  lines.  They  could  play  a  key 
role  in  facilitating  the  integration  of 
student  bodies  beyond  tokenism  The 
church  should  be  equally  concerned  with 
the  recruitment  from  its  constituency  of 
white  and  black  students  for  both 
predominantly  white  and  predominantly 
black  colleges.” 

He  suggested  that  “of  special 
significance  could  be  vigorous, 
imaginative,  and  massive  aid  in  the 
recruitment  of  white  students  for  black 
colleges,  especially  helping  white 
students  and  their  parents  come  to  grips 
with  their  racial  fears,  anxieties, 
prejudices,  and  pathetic  illusions  This 
could  be  a  major  contribution  of  the 
church  in  fighting  and  eradicating 
racism  and  nudging  colleges,  communi¬ 
ties,  and  churches  a  step  or  two  in  the 
direction  of  the  Beloved  Community.” 

Mission  tour 
taps  African 
potential 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Twenty -four 
United  Methodists  left  the  U.S.  for  Africa 
Feb.  10  to  see  what  gives  that  continent 
its  tremendous  potential  for  Christianity. 
Enroute  they  were  to  be  joined  by  11 
Africans  and  missionaries  serving 
African  United  Methodist  churches. 

Under  an  elaborate  scheme  worked  out 
by  the  Africa  Office  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (BGM).  five  groups 
containing  six  or  seven  persons  each  will 
visit  two  or  three  countries  apiece.  Then 
all  will  rendezvous  outside  Nairobi, 
Kenya,  for  a  week-long  plenary  session 
of  the  board’s  Africa  Task  Force,  where 
they  will  compare  their  findings. 

Purpose  of  the  trip,  according  to  Africa 
secretary  Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  “is  to  look  at 
what  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
doing  in  mission  in  the  African  context 
especially  in  the  areas  of  church  growth, 
evangelism  and  development 

“We  are  not  so  much  interested  in 
visiting  projects  as  in  hearing  what 
grass-roots  people,  women  and  young 
people  are  saying  about  the  issues  our 
task  force  is  interested  in." 

A  preliminary  report  will  be  given  at 
the  spring  meeting  of  the  World  Division 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  April  7-15. 
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Your  choice  of  three  expertly 
planned  travel  values: 

Our  super  deluxe,  21  day 
cruise-tour  via  rail  from  Chi¬ 
cago  (air  optional).  Includes 
Canadian  Rockies,  Pacific 
Northwest,  Inside  Passage 
Cruise  to  Alaska  and  return. 

Fully  escorted,  superb! 

•  A  new  twelve  day  Westour  into  the  interior  of 
Alaska,  including  Inside  Passage  Cruise  one  w 
and  jet  the  other;  jet  from  and  returning  to  home 
Escorted. 

•  A  special  ten  day  Westour  Cruise  of  the  Inside 
Passage,  from  Vancouver  to  Alaska  and  return. 
Visit  historic  ports,  glaciers,-  etc.  Jet  to,  from 
Vancouver. 

Send  today  for  free  color  brochures.  Enjoy  the 
fellowship  and  adventure  of  travel  to  America's 
last  frontier  with  a  congenial  group. 

Methodist  Alaska  Cruise-Tours 

c/o  Carefree  Travel.  Inc. 

520  N.  Michigan  Avc,  Suite  722 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
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The  essentials  of  the  traditional  American  burial  —  a  casket,  a  vault,  a  headstone 
and  lent  for  the  graveside  ceremony  —  await  the  arrival  of  mourners  at  a  cemetery. 
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Church  does  have  role , 
funeral  director  says 

TM/l’MR  Staff  Special 


DALLAS  —  Churches  could  best  help 
members  cope  with  funeral  situations 
and  grief  through  their  teaching 
programs,  starting  with  young  adults,  a 
United  Methodist  who  was  in  the  funeral 
business  for  10  years  told  TM/UMR  Ken 
Whitaker  is  now  a  teacher  at  the  Dallas 
Institute,  a  school  for  funeral  directors. 

"The  more  the  church  can  provide  for 
the  pre-needs  of  people,  the  better  off 
they  are  at  the  time  of  need,  and  that 
makes  the  job  of  the  funeral  director 
easier."  he  said  He  recommended 
churches  hold  seminars  or  programs, 
starting  with  young  adults,  to  help  them 
understand  the  necessity  of  death,  its 
meaning  in  the  Christian  faith,  and  to 
help  them  cope  with  grief 

Mr  Whitaker  speculated  that  persons 
ready  and  able  to  cope  with  death  would 
be  a  whole  lot  less  concerned  about 
trying  to  preserve  a  body  forever  in  a 
"sealer  casket." 

Based  on  his  experiences  with  many 
people  becoming  highly  irrational  and  in 
need  of  psychological  help  at  the  death  of 
a  family  member  or  close  friend.  Mr 
Whitaker  said  he  absolutely  favors 
persons  making  pre-arrangements  for  a 
funeral  He  said  they  can  greatly  reduce 
the  number  of  decisions  that  have  to  be 
made  at  a  painful  time 

"It's  also  good  for  the  funeral 
business,”  he  said,  for  people  to  know 
what  is  involved  monetarily  and  to  make 
these  decisions  at  their  most  rational 
time  And  he  said  he  believes  many 
funeral  establishments  highly  recom¬ 
mend  a  pre-arrangement  procedure. 

However,  he  thinks  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  is  in  error  in  assuming  that 
every  person  is  a  "blundering  idiot”  at 
the  time  of  bereavement.  "It’s  wrong  to 
say  the  family  is  incapable  of  making 
wise  decisions  and  are  going  to  be  led  by 
a  pied  piper  Usually  there  is  somebody 
along  who  has  got  his  sense  about  him 
Furthermore,  any  upstanding  director 
wants  to  serve  the  family’s  interest 
because  he  will  want  their  business  in  the 
future," 

As  an  instructor,  Mr  Whitaker  said  a 
cardinal  principle  the  funeral  director  is 
taught  is  that  he  must  allow  the  family  to 
make  their  own  decisions,  and  "do  it 
their  way.”  The  director  is  to  do  no  more 


than  make  suggestions,  he  said,  and  is 
not  supposed  to  push  families  by  telling 
them  they  must  do  this  or  that  if  they  are 
going  to  be  happy. 

However,  he  acknowledged  funeral 
directors  still  need  to  be  more  open  to 
family  wishes.  While  it  is  "more  and 
more  prevalent  for  establishments  to  let 
the  family  wishes  take  precedent  than  in 
the  past,  it  is  not  really  a  ‘trend’  as  yet." 

As  a  teacher  of  embalming  procedures 
and  restorative  arts,  Mr.  Whitaker  said 
heavy  stress  is  given  in  his  classes  to  the 
importance  of  restorations  and  viewings 
as  an  aid  to  the  family,  psychologically, 
in  facing  the  reality  of  death  He  said  it  is 
good  for  the  family  to  view  the  remains 
of  the  persons  "in  a  peaceful  repose." 
He  believes  a  funeral  director  is  remiss  if 
he  doesn’t  recommend  a  viewing  and  an 
open  casket  service. 

"The  average  individual  has  little  or  no 
association  with  death  and  doesn’t  want 
to  face  it."  he  said,  "Seeing  the  dead 
body  brings  it  home.” 

Funeral  directors  being  trained  today 
are  urged  to  seek  written  permission  of 
the  family  or  person  in  control  before 
doing  any  major  restorative  work  or 
embalming.  Embalming  is  required  for 
public  health  reasons  only  in  cases  of 
highly  contagious  diseases  such  as 
meningitis,  syphilis,  typhoid  and 
tuberculosis. 

This  is  in  direct  response  to  the 
investigation  and  expected  new  rules  of 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  Mr 
Whitaker  said.  He  believes  this  is  a  good 
outcome  of  the  investigation  which  will 
also  protect  funeral  directors. 

Honesty,  fairness  and  openness  about 
prices  are  also  being  advocated  as  a 
response  of  the  investigation,  he  sai,d 
But  it  has  also  had  the  effect  of  making 
everybody  suspicious  of  the  industry 
with  the  notion  funeral  directors  are  only 
out  to  make  a  buck  People  see  the  nice, 
shiny  new  limousine  and  coach,  the 
$500,000  funeral  home  and  say.  "No 
wonder  I’ve  got  to  pay  —  look  at  that.  ” 

Funeral  directors  say  in  response  that 
they  are  providing  a  service  and  that 
these  expensive  features  are  there 
because  they  know  what  their  clientele  of 
the  past  have  wanted  "The  director 
believes  this  is  what  people  want  and 
expect,"  Mr.  Whitaker  said. 


Burial  society  brings 
religious  setting  bach 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  To  most  church 
members  the  idea  that  there  is  more  than 
one  wav  to  hold  a  funeral  may  still  be  a 
novel  thought.  For  others  alternatives 
are  being  welcomed  like  a  fresh  breath  of 
air. 

The  Rev  William  Wendt,  president  of 
the  St.  Francis  Burial  and  Counseling 
Society  in  Washington,  DC,,  said  the 
society  is  being  almost  overwhelmed  by 
the  interest  in  what  it  is  doing  He 
maintains  it  is  nothing  more  than  any 
church  could  do 

Started  as  a  non  profit  organization  in 
his  Episcopal  parish  in  1973/  the  society 
wants,  Mr  Wendt  said,  "to  bring  back  the 
old  time  religion  when  the  family  was 
central  to  the  planning  and  the  death 
process  surrounded  by  the  caring  of  the 
religious  community .  ” 

Initially,  he  said,  they  set  nut  to 
provide  dignified,  liturgically  acceptable 
alternatives  to  commercial  funeral  ser¬ 
vices.  and  to  restore  the  role  of  the 
church  as  educator,  nurturer  and 
comforter  at  the  time  of  death  both  with 
those  dying  and  their  survivors. 

The  first  objective  was  to  give 
members  access  to  funeral  planning 
information  Work  was  done  with  funeral 
homes  to  plan  funerals  in  accord  with 
individuals'  wishes  Then  in  1975  a 
quarterly  publication  was  started  to 
share  "how  to"  information  concerning 
the  legal,  medical,  religious  and 
practical  aspects  of  funeral  planning 

Mr  Wendt  stresses  the  importance  of 
lay-oriented  societies  and  church 
members  caring  for  one  other  rather 
than  expecting  the  minister  to  do  all  the 
visiting  of  the  sick  and  comforting  of  the 
dying  and  bereaved 

Members  also  serve  in  the  parish 
burial  program  which  may  mean 
assisting  the  family  to  lay  out  the  body, 
help  with  details  of  the  funeral,  and 
sometimes  help  fill  in  the  grave  or 
transport  the  remains  to  the  cremu 
torium. 

They  soon  found,  Mr  Wendt  reported, 
that  counseling  in  the  area  of  death  and 
dying  is  very  difficult  and  has  been 


terribly  neglected,  particularly  with  the 
terminally  ill  and  with  children.  This 
discovery  led  to  the  addition  of 
counseling  to  their  original  agenda  and  it 
is  now  a  major  emphasis. 

The  St.  Francis  Society  is  also 
providing  some  funeral  products  —  such 
as  the  plain  pine  box  —  which  are 
unavailable  elsewhere  Mr.  Wendt  said 
the  pine  coffins  and  ash  boxes  are 
“selling  like  hotcakes."  Available  either 
as  kits  or  a  set  of  do-it-yourself  plans,  he 
reported  that  many  people  are  using 
them  in  their  homes  in  advance  for  book 
shelves,  blanket  chests  or  wine  closets. 
The  plans  sell  for  $2  50;  a  kit  for  $15- 
$24.00.  Assembled  coffins  are  $160  to  $180 
depending  on  the  style 
He  noted  that  by  combining  the  use  of 
church  facilities  and  the  services  of 
parish  members  through  a  burial 
society,  many  times  funeral  directors 
can  be  by-passed  completely  in  a  number 
of  states.  And  instead  of  costing  over 
$2,000,  a  funeral  where  the  services  are 
enveloped  by  the  parish  and  the  religious 
community  can  be  accomplished  in  a 
dignified  wav  for  several  hundred  dollars 
at  most.  St.  Francis  Burial  &  Counseling 
Society  has  offices  at  1768  Church  Street. 
N  W  ,  Washington.  D.C.  20036 
The  Society  has  found,  too,  that  it  is 
therapeutic  for  family  members  to  dress 
the  body  or  to  have  some  relationship  to 
the  body  of  the  deceased.  "We  urge  that 
people  also  use  a  favorite  quilt  or  blanket 
to  line  the  inside  of  the  coffin  and  to  wrap 
the  body  in.” 

The  St.  Francis  Society  is  an  example 
of  a  burial  society  organized  within  a 
parish  Another  form  of  funeral  or 
memorial  society  is  frequently  formed 
on  a  community-wide  basis  with 
membership  open  to  the  whole 
community  and  not  just  to  one 
congregation 

According  to  Betty  Clemmer,  staffer 
with  the  Continental  Association  of 
Funeral  and  Memorial  Societies. 
Washington,  D  C.,  170  such  societies  are 
determined  to  make  "alternatives  avail 
able  in  funerals  just  like  it  is  possible 
to  buy  Datsuns  or  VWs,  Cadillacs  or  a 
bicycle.” 
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Funerals:  whose  business  are  they? 

Restore  them  to  ehurch  and  the  family ,  consultants  urge 

lARON  MIKI.KK  funeral  costs  Half  ,  ..  ..  ..  .  *  c* 


Bv  SHARON  MIE1.KE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Editor's  Note:  With  increasing 
concern  among  Christians  ahout  the  high 
cost  of  funerals  and  frequent  charges 
that  the  funeral  industry  exploits 
persons.  TM/UMR  assigned  Senior  Staff 
Writer  Sharon  Mielke  to  investigate  the 
status  of  fnnerals  today.  The  stories  on 
this  pag? constitute  her  report. 

NASHVILLE  —  The  funeral  should 
belong  far  more  to  church  and  family,  as 
it  used  to  —  but  that  won’t  happen  until 
Christians  overcome  their  massive 
resistance  to  thinking  about  death,  an 
ecumenical  consultation  determined 
here  recently. 

The  three-day  consultation  was  held 
here  Jan.  24-26  by  30  denominational 
representatives  and  consultants  on 
"Death  Education  and  Funeral 
Planning."  It  was  called  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  (NCC)  to 
find  ways  to  return  the  funeral  service  to 
the  church  and  to  family  control. 

Resistance  to  thinking  of  death,  the 
consultants  learned,  has  caused 
widespread  ignorance  among 
churchmembers  (and  the  US. 
population  as  a  whole)  about  the  death 
situation,  funeral  arrangements  and 


funeral  costs  Half  to  tw'o-thirds  of  all 
persons  confronted  by  a  death  situation 
have  had  no  previous  experience  with  it, 
they  learned  from  a  recent  survey  bv  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission  (FTC) 
Another  study  showed  80  percent  of  those 
persons  have  no  notion  of  what  a  funeral 
would  cost. 

And  with  such  ignorance  as  the 
common  denominator,  problems  and 
abuses  have  a  fertile  field  for  continued 
exploitation,  they  found  from  the  FTC 
report. 

Need  ’pre-planning* 

To  correct  such  a  host  of  problems  and 
abuses,  they  agreed,  will  call  for  funeral 
"pre-planning."  But  pre-planning  also 
runs  into  a  resistance  problem:  many 
people  have  the  notion  that  if  they  plan 
their  funeral,  they  will  die  the  next  day, 

"In  recent  years  we  have  witnessed  the 
funeral  industry  exerting  more  and  more 
control  over  funeral  decisions,"  said  C, 
William  Sheek,  NCC coordinator. 

He  is  the  executive  for  family 
ministries  and  human  sexuality  in  the 
Division  of  Education  and  Ministry  of  the 
National  Council. 

Unwilling  simply  to  throw  in  the  towel 
to  the  funeral  industry,  participants 


High  overhead  Idamed  by  commission 


admitted  that  moat  churches  share  the 
blame  for  the  situation  because  they 
have  been  far  too  lax  in  helping  their 
members  face  grief  and  death.  Further, 
education  about  the  funeral  as  an 
important  Christian  rite  should  he 
consistent  with  religious  faith  and 
stewardship  has  been  neglected  or 
touched  on  only  in  piece-meal  fashion, 
they  agreed. 

This  abdication  of  responsibility  has 
left  a  vacuum  which  is  readily  filled  by 
funeral  functionaries.  There  is  also  some 
evidence  of  witting  or  unwitting  collusion 
between  funeral  directors  and  some 
clergy. 

The  Rev  Landrum  Shields,  a 
Presbyterian  minister  from 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  said.  "Sometimes 
when  clergy  and  morticians)  do  get 
together  what  we  talk  about  is  how  much 
the  honorarium  should  be  "  Consensus 
was  reached  that  this  problem  is  a  result 
of  the  lack  of  clarity  about  a  proper 
relationship  between  clergy  and  funeral 
director. 

Other  problem  areas  identified  by 
leaders  here  were  (1)  the  theological 
confusion  about  the  meaning  of  death 
and  the  Resurrection,  (2)  the  lack  of 


Expensive  funerals  called  necessity 

TIM  /l  IMR  Stuff  Shnt’in  I  ctnta  Inure  rom  ilpod  , . ,  ^1  nr 1 :  /.nAm  i 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  —  Simple  economics 
dictate  that  the  typical  director  sell  an 
expensive  funeral,  a  former  consultant  to 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission’s  (FTC) 
investigation  of  funeral  practices,  told 
national  church  executives  here, 

Thomas  C.  Nelson  addressed  a 
consultation  on  funeral  planning  called 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  here  Jan.  24-26.  He  led  a  session  on 
funeral  merchandising,  consumer 
abuses  and  other  industry  practices  in 
thell.S.  and  Canada 
With  two  million  deaths  per  year  and 
20,000  funeral  home  operators  —  the 
majority  of  whom  have  one  funeral  per 
week  —  selling  an  expensive  funeral  is  an 
economic  necessity  because  of  high 
overhead  in  the  industry.  Mr.  Nelson 
observed  He  reported  that  the  FTC 
learned  the  average  cost  of  an  American 
funeral  is  now  over  $2,000  —  the  third 
most  expensive  purchase  a  consumer 
will  make  in  his  lifetime.  Outlays  for 
funerals  now  total  $3  billion  annually.  It 
now  costs  twice  as  much  to  die  as  to  be 
born. 

Added  to  the  large  size  of  the  funeral 
purchase  are  the  pressures  of  time, 
emotional  distress  or  shock  and  a 
general  lack  of  information,  Mr.  Nelson 
said.  The  result  is  a  consumer  in  a 
disadvantageous  position,  usually 
unwilling  or  unable  to  do  comparison 
shopping. 

The  FTC  has  concluded  that  the 
bereaved  consumer  is  in  a  uniquely 
vulnerable  position  and  merits  some 
protections.  This  assumption  is  the  basis 
for  new  regulations  soon  to  be  put  into 
force  by  the  FTC,  Mr.  Nelson  reported. 

Wears  two  hats 

Another  reason  the  consumer  needs 
protection,  he  said,  is  because  the 
funeral  director  is  wearing  two  hats  but 
only  showing  one  to  the  customer. 

The  hat  the  director  likes  to  wear  is 
that  of  the  "professional  counselor” 
serving  people  at  a  time  of  particular 
desperation  —  an  image  of  the 
disinterested  professional  usually 
presented  in  industry  public  relations 
The  second  hat  is  that  of  the 
"businessman"  with  economic  self- 
interest.  goods  and  services  to  sell. 

The  FTC  maintains  this  conflict  of 
interest  works  primarily  to  the  directors’ 
advantage.  The  more  the  public  accepts 
the  professional  image,  the  less  it  will 
inquire,  shop,  or  bargain,  and  the  greater 
the  opportunity  for  high  mark-ups 
Mr  Nelson  said  the  markup  on  a 
casket  is  frequently  the  cost  times  five  -  / 
a  $100  casket  would  be  sold  for  $500  — 
although  Victor  Scalise,  president  of  a 
Boston  mortician’s  school,  said  the 
average  markup  is  more  like  two  and 
one-half  times. 

A  1976  study  found  that  80  percent  of 
the  population  had  no  idea  what  a  funeral 
might  cost,  were  ignorant  of  what  their 


NASHVILLE  —  wringing  nack  the 


plain  pine  box  for  burial  is  one 
alternative  to  today’s  high-cost 
commercial  funerals,  says  the  Rev, 
William  Wendt,  pictured  here  with  n 
model  of  a  pine  coffin  produced  by  the  St. 
Francis  Burial  and  Counseling  Society, 
Washington,  D.C.  Mr.  Wendt,  president 
of  the  society,  addressed  a  recent 
National  Council  of  Churches 
consultation  on  death  and  funeral 
planning  here.  (See  reluted  story,  > 
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state  laws  required,  and  also  of  religious 
customs.  "Most  tend  to  rely  on  funeral 
directors  for  this  information.”  Mr. 
Nelson  said,  and  quickly  become 
"dependent”  on  the  director. 

He  believes  the  main  problem  with  the 
funeral  director  as  counselor  is  the 
natural  temptation  to  exploit  this  role 
and  to  push,  thereby,  high  priced 
products. 

Abusive  practices  uncovered  by  the 
FTC  investigation,  which  began  in  1973, 
will  be  tackled  by  new  regulations,  Mr. 
Nelson  s^id.  But  the  best  protection  is  the 
well-informed  consumer  who  knows 
what  he  wants  before  going  to  the  funeral 
director.  He  said  one  of  the  best  ways  to 
know  what  you  want  is  through  some 
form  of  pre-planning  on  a  broad  level  — 
"think  ahead." 

Prevalent  practices 

Practices  still  more  or  less  prevalent 
in  the  funeral  industry,  he  said,  are : 

•"Body-snatching"  or  the  unau¬ 
thorized  pick  up  of  remains.  This 
may  also  take  the  form  of  refusal  to 
release  the  body  if  the  family  decides  to 
use  a  different  director. 

•  Unauthorized  embalming,  a  wide¬ 
spread  abuse.  Most  states  do  not 
require  embalming  except  in  instances 
of  rare,  contagious  diseases.  This 
information  can  mean  a  saving  of  $75  to 
$300. 

•Requiring  the  purchase  of  a  casket  for 


cremation  when  inexpensive  cremation 
containers  are  available  and  perfectly 
adequate. 

•Overcharges  on  cash  advances  paid 
for  clergy,  flowers  and  notices. 

•Misrepresentations  about  legal 
requirements,  or  more  commonly,  non¬ 
disclosure  of  information  on  the  laws, 
public  health  needs  and  religious 
customs. 

•Misrepresentations  about  the 
prevention  of  decomposition  of  the 
remains.  "Timeless  protection  from  the 
elements”  allegedly  provided  by  the 
"sealer  casket"  may  actually  speed  up 
decomposition  because  anaerobic 
bacteria  thrive  best  in  an  airless 
atmosphere,  according  to  some  patholo¬ 
gists. 

•Non-display  or  "uglification”  of  less 
expensive  caskets  in  the  director’s 
display  room  to  discourage  purchases  at 
the  bottom  of  the  line.  Also  derogatory 
remarks  and  shaming  of  customers  to 
make  them  feel  guilty  for  choosing 
inexpensive  models. 

•Denial  of  price  information  usually 
unavailable  by  telephone.  Price  lists  of 
caskets,  vaults  and  services  not  offered. 
"Package  pricing"  with  no  itemization  is 
common  except  in  six  state?  where  it  is 
outlawed. 

•Restrictions  on  funeral  price 
advertising  in  many  states  —  which  help 
keep  the  public  in  the  dark  about  costs. 


training  for  pastors  in  counseling  with 
the  terminally  ill  and  with  the  grieving. 
(3)  lack  of  information  about 
alternatives  to  the  traditional  funeral 
pattern. 

Language  and  general  terms  should 
also  be  changed  to  describe  the  death 
situation  realistically  instead  of  in 
euphemisms  such  as  "passed  on." 
according  to  the  Rev.  Perry  Biddle,  a 
Nashville  pastor  who  has  written  several 
books  of  pastors’  helps.  "Death”  is  what 
has  happened,  he  said. 

He  also  advocates  the  term 
"undertaker”  instead  of  "funeral 
director"  because  the  older  term  implies 
that  the  person  is  doing  things  on  behalf 
of  the  family.  "Funeral  director,”  on  the 
other  hand,  implies  that  he  runs  the 
whole  show',  and  that  is  not  what  should 
be  happening.  Mr.  Biddle  said. 

Mr  Biddle  also  says  "coffin"  is  a  more 
appropriate  term  than  "casket”  which 
means  a  place  for  keeping  something 
valuable.  He  says  "funeral"  is  a  word 
which  applies  equally  to  when  the  body  is 
present  or  when  it  is  not,  and  contends 
that  the  term  "memorial  service"  comes 
across  as  a  lightweight  with  less 
satisfactory  meaning  for  many  people. 

Two  recommendations 

Two  major  recommendations  were 
drawn  up  by  participants  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  meeting.  One  is  for  the 
creation  of  an  ecumenical,  National 
Council-based  taskforce  on  death 
education  and  funeral  planning  which 
would  find  channels  to  implement 
correctives. 

Secondly,  it  recommended  that  "pre¬ 
planning"  for  funerals  be  seen  as 
"critical  to  the  restoration  to  the  family 
of  control  of  the  funeral.” 

Pre-planning  simply  means  making 
decisions  in  advance  to  advise  or  assist 
next  of  kin  or  executors  regarding  events 
following  one’s  death'—  as  to  the  funeral, 
disposition  of  the  human  remains  and 
memorialization. 

Roger  Harris,  a  former  funeral 
director  and  founder  of  an  organization 
to  encourage  funeral  planning,  tested  a 
folio  of  pre-planning  materials  on  the 
group. 

The  folio  of  materials  —  descriptive 
information  and  forms— is  valuable,  Mr. 
Harris  said,  because  it  can  provide  the 
occasion  or  the  reason  for  people  to  think 
about  death,  He  said  it  can  help 
overcome  the  resistance  people  have  to 
thinking  ahead, 

He  designed  a  fairly  comprehensive 
package  which  could  be  the  basis  for  a 
family  discussion,  used  in  an  educational 
setting  or  individually.  He  recommends 
that  the  completed  information  forms  be 
filed  with  the  individual's  local  church. 
Then,  at  the  time  of  death,  the  minister 
can  simply  take  the  folio  along  to  assist 
whoever  is  responsible  with  making 
plans.  The  information  is  not  legally 
binding. 
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Jones-Cadwallader  lectures 
feature  Bishop  Shamblin 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  is  the 
speaker  for  the  Jones-Cadwallader 
Memorial  Lectures  this  year  at  Ravne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  This  lecture  series  will 
begin  Passion  Sunday.  March  12.  with 
two  lectures  each  day  through  Tuesday 
night. 

The  Jones-Cadwallader  Lectures  are 
the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader 
in  memory  of  Mr.  C.  I.  Jones,  her  first 
husband,  and  Mr.  Cadwallader.  This 
lecture  series  was  first  established  in 


Resource  Center-a 
two-million 
dollar  business 

Statistics,  given  at  the  Resource 
Center  Workshop  in  Dallas.  January  23- 
27.  1978.  revealed  that  no  one  library  has 
enough  space  to  adequately  collect  and 
distribute  A-V  materials  available. 

Twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
(average)  worth  of  new  film  are 
purchased  yearly.  $10,000  worth 
(average)  of  filmstrips  are  distributed 
annually;  and  691  titles  (average)  are 
mailed  out  each  year. 

Most  resource  centers  average  over 
300  films  and  over  700  filmstrips.  The 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  ranked  3rd  in 
film  distribution  in  1977.  These  statistics 
are  a  result  of  a  Resource  Center  Survey 
conducted  by  Roy  Morgan  of  the 
Communications  Education  office  of 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  A-V  Library 
compares  favorably  to  the  average 
filmstrip  collection,  but  the  present 
budget  does  not  allow  the  purchase  of 
more  than  an  average  of  four  films  a 
year  and  therefore  the  Louisiana  film 
collection  at  present  is  only  a  third  of  the 
average  of  most  resource  centers. 

L.M.C.F.  Kicks 
Off  Statewide 
Organizations 
Area  Meetings 


memory  of  Mr.  Jones  in  1949.  and  has 
brought  many  outstanding  lecturers  to 
the  Ravne  Memorial  Church. 

This  year  we  are  happy  to  have  our 
own  Bishop  to  bring  these  messages.  His 
theme  is  entitled.  “A  New  Humanity.” 
Individual  lectures  will  broach  this 
subject  in  terms  of  Humility,  Sorrow. 
Meekness.  Righteousness.  Purity,  and 
Persecution. 

On  Monday  following  the  morning 
lecture,  there  will  be  a  luncheon  at  the 
church  for  all  visiting  ministers  and  their 
spouses.  On  Tuesday  afternoon,  there 
will  be  a  tea  for  the  ladies  at  the 
parsonage,  honoring  Mrs.  Shamblin  and 
Mrs.  Cadwallader.  All  ladies  attending 
the  lecture  are  invited  to  the  tea. 

Friends  across  the  Conference  are 
invited  to  come  for  this  special  series  of 
messages. 

Louisiana  BGM  elects 
chairpersons  Bd.  members 

The  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  meeting  in  Alexandria  on 
February  3.  elected  Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall 
as  Chairperson.  He  has  served  the  Board 
as  acting  chairperson  since  last  June, 
and  fills  the  office  vacated  by  Rev.  John 
Bavliss  upon  his  retirement.  Two  other 
vacancies  on  the  Board  were  caused  by 
changing  relationships  to  the  Con¬ 
ference.  Appreciation  was  expressed 
for  the  service  given  by  Rev.  John 
Bavliss.  Rev.  Lawson  Lee.  and  Mrs. 
Marcus  Burks. 

Welcomed  as  new  members  to  the 
Board  were:  Rev.  Ed  Thomas.  Rev. 
Darrell  Mount,  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Brvan 

Other  elections  of  offices  of  the  Board 
are  announced  as  follows : 

1.  Conference  Missionary  Secretary, 
and  Chairperson  of  the  Committee  on 
Education.  Promotion  &  Cultivation  — 
Rev.  Ray  Holt 

2.  Loan  Officer.  Revolving  Loan  Fund 
—  Rev.  Eskell  Tatum. 

3.  Chairperson -Hunger  Concerns  — 
Rev.  J  Phillip  Woodland. 

In  other  matters  of  business  the  Board 
heard  reports,  perfected  its  program 
planning  and  budgeting  process,  and 
approved  grants  for  Support  Action 
Ministries.  The  very  spirit  of  the 
members  revealed  a  commitment  and 
desire  to  fulfill  the  many  responsibilities 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 
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Lay  and  Leadership  Development  in  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Baton  Rouge-Lafavette.  Baton  Rouge-Ha mmond 
Urban  Ministries  Convocation 
World  Day  of  Prayer 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

Church  with  Small  Membership  Workshop.  Lincoln.  Neb, 
(Salem) 

Consultation  on  Church  Union  Sunday 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute  Board  of  Trustees  (  El  Paso.  Texas ) 
Executive  Committee  meeting  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Louisiana  Conference 

Conference  Ethnic  Minority  Workshop  ( Newman  UMC.  Alex. ) 

Palm  Sunday  —  Campfire  Girl  Sunday 

Conference  Council  Directors 

Jurisdictional  Council  On  Ministries 

Maundy  Thursday 

Good  Friday 

Easter 

Church  Resource  System  Communication  Clinic.  First  UMC.  Ft. 
Worth.  Texas 

The  Clergy  Family  in  Focus  ( Prevention  Crisis  Needs ) 

Conference  Council  Directors  Continuing  Education  Center.  O.U.. 
Norman.  Okla. 

Spiritual  Life  Retreat  —  Louisiana  Conference  Preachers.  Camp 
Brewer 

Jurjsdictional  Council  on  Ministries.  O.U..  Norman.  Okla 
Board  of  Laitv 

Church  with  Small  Membership  (Black)  Workshop  <Ebenezer 
UMC.  Marshall.  Texas) 

Decision  Point  —  Church  Schools  of  the  80’s  (St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology.  Kansas  City.  Mo 

Consultation  for  Directors  of  Local  Church  Program  Ministries  — 
First  UMC.  Richardson.  Texas 

Second  Phase:  Keys  to  Effective  Caring  Fellowship.  First  UMC. 
Ft.  Worth.  Texas 

Church  of  Small  Membership.  St.  Mary’s  UMC.  Houston.  Tex 
Quest  Seminar  (Peggy  Way.  Leader).  First  UMC.  Ft.  Worth. 
Texas 

Dogwood  Time  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  (Retreat  for  Retirees), 
Fayetteville.  Ark. 

Christian  Education  Fellowship  Conference  Spring  Retreat.  First 
UMC.  Pineville 
Rural  Life  Sunday 


April-Mav  Lab  Seminar  (San  Antonio.  TX ) 

30-May  6  Health  arid  Welfare  Ministries  Week 
May  01  Golden  Cross  Sunday 
04  Ascension  Day 
05  May  Fellowship  Day 
07-13,  National  Family  Week 

09-11  Future  of  the  Church  School  —  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Dallas.  Texas 

12  Southern  Methodist  University  Board  of  Trustees  —  Dallas. 


Texas 

14  Festival  of  the  Christian  Home  ( Mother’s  Day) 

16-18  Reclaiming  the  Inactive  Member  —  Alexandria  (John  Savage- 
Second  Workshop) 

21  Heritage  Sunday  (Worldwide  Wesley  Day  > 

24  AldersgateDav 
29  Memorial  Day 

30-June2  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Shreveport,  La 


Judicial  Council  Docket 


The  Judicial  Council  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  April  12-15. 
1978  in  Williamsburg.  Virginia  The 
docket  includes  the  following  cases  . 

1  In  Re:  Request  from  the  Council  of 
Bishops  for  a  declaratory  decision  on  the 
questions  concerning  ministerial 
memberships  in  the  three  Missionary 
Conferences  raised  by  varying 
interpretations  of  Discipline  Paragraph 
2515.2(b). 

2  In  Re:  Request  from  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  for  a 
ruling  on  Discipline  Paragraph  705.3  as  it 
relates  to  the  limitations  in  Paragraph 
706  concerning  the  number  of  persons 
who  may  be  elected  to  a  Conference 


Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 

3.  In  Re:  A  rehearing  on  Judicial 
Council  Decision  No.  431  concerning  the 
question  of  the  number  of  delegates  from 
the  Southwest  Philippines  Provisional 
Annual  Conference  to  the  1976  session  of 
the  Philippines  Central  Conference. 

Any  person  or  group  wishing  to  file 
briefs  or  opinions  on  any  of  these  cases 
must  have  them  in  writing  (10  copies)  to 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  by  March  15. 
1978.  Those  wishing  to  be  heard  in  oral 
hearings  on  Thursday.  April  13  must  also 
file  their  requests  in  writing  with  the 
Secretary  by  March  15.  The  secretary  is: 
Dr  Hoover  Rupert.  212  S.  Park  St.. 
Kalamazoo.  MI.  49006 


Lake  Charles  UMCs  join  other 
churches  in  Ulster  Program 


By  MARJORIE  JACKS 
Member  University  L^MC 
Rev  Henry  Blount  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles.  La., 
represented  the  United  Methodist 
Churches  of  the  city  in  announcing  to  the 
press  that  at  least  ten  churches  of  four 
different  denominations  would  sponsor 
an  Ulster  project  during  the  summer  of 
1978.  Other  ministers  who  joined  Rev. 
Blount  in  making  the  announcement 
were:  Msg  DeBlanc  of  Our  Lady  Queen 
of  Heaven  Catholic  Church.  Rev.  Ralph 
Masters  of  St.  Michael’s  Episcopal 
Church  and  Rev.  L.  A.  Richardson  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Presbyterian  Church. 

This  project,  which  began  in  1975.  was 
the  brainchild  of  Rev.  Kerry  Waterstone 
of  the  Church  of  Ireland.  Tullamore 
Republic  of  Ireland  Rev.  Waterstone  felt 
that  if  Irish  Catholic  and  Protestant 
youth  could  be  removed  from  the  hostile 
environment  of  Northern  Ireland  for  a 
while,  they  might  learn  to  communicate. 
Therefore,  with  the  cooperation  of 
ministers  in  Connecticut,  an  equal 
number  of  Catholic  and  Protestant  youth 
came  to  Manchester.  Connecticut  for  a 
period  of  six  weeks.  During  this  time, 
they  were  guests  in  the  homes  of  selected 
families  in  Manchester. 

Many  of  the  Irish  young  people,  for  the 
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first  time  in  their  lives,  were  not 
separated  from  each  other  by  religious 
labels.  Rev.  Waterstone  was  correct 
being  removed  from  a  hostile 
environment  and  encouraged  by  their 
American  hosts  enabled  them  to  know 
each  other.  They  learned  that  they,  like 
their  American  counterparts,  could 
enjoy  each  other. 

The  project  did  not  end  when  they  left 
Connecticut.  Father  Waterstone 
arranged  follow-up  meetings  when  they 
returned  to  Ireland.  Although  Catholics 
and  Protestants  in  Northern  Ireland  do 
not  intermingle,  this  group  became  an 
exception.  The  youth  who  had  visited  the 
United  States  even  go  into  each  other’s 
neighborhoods  now. 

The  Ulster  Project  was  repeated  in 
Delaware  during  the  summer  of  1976.  In 
1977.  both  Delaware  and  Connecticut  had 
projects. 

In  July  of  1978.  Lake  Charles  churches 
will  be  welcoming  about  thirty  young 
people  from  Northern  Ireland  (Ulster) 
from  the  city  of  Belfast  into  their  homes 
and  community.  The  working  together  in 
preparation  for  the  arrival  of  the  Irish 
youth  is  helping  to  cement  the  bond  in 
Christ  that  binds  all  Christians,  whatever 
their  name. 
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Under  the  leadership  of  Mark  A. 
Tullos,  executive  director,  Louisiana 
Moral  &  Civic  Foundation  is  kicking  off 
its  state  wide  parish  representative 
organizational  meetings. 

In  the  Northwestern  part  of  Louisiana 
February  16.  First  UMC.  Minden.  Rev. 
Tracy  R.  Arnold,  pastor,  will  host  the 
following  parishes:  Bossier.  Webster. 
Claiborne.  Bienville.  Red  River,  Lincoln. 
Desoto.  Caddo  and  Jackson.  There  may 
be  as  many  as  46  persons  in  a  parish 
organization  when  the  final  structure  is 
completed,  giving  LMCF  an  opportunity 
to  expand  its  state-wide  programs  of 
education  on  the  drug  and  alcohol 
problems,  legal  and  civic  emphases. 

The  Northeastern  Parishes  of  Tensas, 
Madison,  East  Carroll.  West  Carroll. 
Morehouse,  Union,  Ouachita.  Franklin 
and  Richland  will  be  held  on  February 
16,  1 :30  P.M.  in  Rayville  UMC.  The  Rev. 
William  E.  Nolan  is  pastor. 

On  February  20  at  9:30  a  m..  Group  I  of 
the  Southwestern  Parishes  will  meet  in 
Lake  Charles.  Cameron,  Calcasieu. 
Jefferson  Davis.  Allen  and  Beauregard 
will  be  present.  In  the  afternoon 
February  20  at  First  UMC.  Lafayette.  W. 
O.  Lynch,  Jr.,  pastor,  will  host  clergy 
representatives  from  the  parishes  of 
Vermillion.  Iberia.  St.  Mary.  Acadia.  St. 
Landry,  Evangeline,  St.  Martin  and 
Lafayette. 

Traveling  with  the  administrative 
team  will  be  Dr.  Clarence  Young.  First 
Baptist  Maplewood,  president  of  LMCF 
Board  of  Trustees;  Mr.  Tullos.  and  Dr. 
Robert  F.  Harrington.  LMCF  Director  of 
Promotion.  With  a  miniature  LMCF  in 
every  parish.  Louisiana  will  certainly  be 
a  better  state  because  of  this  structure. 

Special  Notices 

Organist  Wanted 
30  Rank  Zimmer  Pipe  Organ 
Contact  Ron  Brum  ley  —  478-6877. 
Lake  Charles.  La. 

Death 

Mrs.  Ola  Mae  Coles,  Breckenridge, 
mother  of  Rev.  Woodward  D.  Coles, 
'pastor  of  Caddo  Heights  in  Shreveport 
died  Feb,  9. 

Thanks 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Alford  of  the 
Wilton-Wesley-Union-Macedonia  Charge 
whose  home  recently  burned  wish  to 
express  appreciation  to  the  individuals 
and  churches  who  have  responded  to 
their  needs. 


:• 

Trinity  UMC.  Shreveport.  Louisiana 
held  its  Dedication  Service  Sunday. 
February  5.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
delivered  an  inspiring  sermon  and 
presided  over  the  Dedication  Service. 

Rev.  Tom  Wilson,  pastor.  Dr.  Carl 
Lueg.  District  Superintendent,  and  Rev. 
Tracy  Arnold,  pastor.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Minden.  assisted  in 
the  ceremonies.  Rev.  Arnold  served 
Trinity  as  pastor  from  1955  thru  1958  and 
initiated  the  building  program  for  the 
new  sanctuary,  which  was  completed 
December  15, 1958. 

Other  honored  guests  were  Dr.  W.  F. 
Pledger,  pastor  of  Trinity  from  1953  to 
1955.  Rev  James  Beasley,  retired.  Mrs. 
J  Kenneth  Shamblin.  Mrs.  Carl  Lueg. 
Mrs.  W.  F  Pledger.  Mrs.  Tracy  Arnold, 
and  Mrs.  Tom  Wilson. 

Also  present  were  many  friends  and 
members,  including  the  son  and  three 
daughters  of  Rev.  J  M.  Alford,  first 
pastor  of  Trinity:  Mr.  Edgar  Alford, 
Mrs  J.  B  Adger,  Mrs.  Gladys  Wilson, 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Foye. 

Music  was  furnished  by  the  Adult  and 
Children  Choirs. 

Assisting  Bishop  Shamblin  in  the 
mortgage  burning  ceremony  were 
William  Palmer,  Chairman,  Administra¬ 
tive  Board,  William  Simmons,  Church 
Treasurer,  Vernon  Pringle,  Chairman 
Board  of  Trustees. 

A  reception  honoring  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Shamblin  followed  the  service. 

In  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity. 
Trinity  UMC  Shreveport.  Louisiana  has 
had  many  heart-warming  experiences. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anonymous,  as  they 
affectionately  have  been  named,  have 
donated  many  expensive,  but  much 
needed  items  such  as:  $1,000  worth  of 
indoor  recreational  equipment,  a  new 
refrigerator,  a  new  piano,  a  substantial 
donation  to  our  “Bus  Fund.”  an  outdoor 
lighted  sign  valued  at  $1,500,  and  pew 
cushions.  The  most  unique  gift  was  a 
beautiful  floral  decoration  placed  on  the 
altar  each  Sunday  which  goes  to  the 
hospital  after  each  service. 

Here’s  hoping  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anonymous,  whoever  you  are  and 
wherever  you  are,  will  receive  a  great 
blessing  for  such  generosity  and  will 
realize  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  the 
Trinity  UMC  members. 


Pictured  preceding  the  Monroe  District  Conference  are  Monroe  District 
Superintendent  James  J  Caraway;  W  Odell  Simmons,  pastor  of  First  UMC. 
Monroe,  host  Church:  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb.  President  of  Centenary  College,  guest 
speaker:  Dr.  Will  K.  Andress.  Director  of  the  Centenary  College  Choir,  which 
performed:  W.  Leon  McIntosh.  District  Lay  Leader:  and  Stone  W.  Caraway. 
District  Council  on  Ministries  Chairman. 


The  ordained  and  diaconal  ministers  at  the  Monroe  District  Conference  were 
Scott  Covington,  a  member  of  Southside  UMC.  candidate  for  the  ordained  ministry . 
Janis  Trammell  DCE  at  St.  Paul's  Monroe,  diaconal  ministry:  Joaquin  Garcia, 
assistant  to  the  minister  and  DCE  at  West  Monroe  UMC.  diaconal  ministry:  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton-Winn  and  David  Lane,  assistant  to  the  minister  at  Southside.  and 
serving  the  Walnut  Grove  Church  of  West  Monroe,  ordained  ministry. 


Around  the  Conference 

Monroe  District  Conference 


Congratulations  to  new  grandparents 
Mary  Linn  and  Jimmy  Caraway.  Monroe 
District  Superintendent.  A  baby  girl  was 
born  in  Crowley.  February  5,  to  their 
daughter,  Jan  and  her  husband.  Richard 
Humphries. 


Judge  Paul  Newell  (center) 
was  guest  speaker  at  a  breakfast  of  the 
METHODIST  MEN’S  CLUB  of  the 
HODGE  UMC  Saturday  morning. 
January  28.  At  left  is  Don  Brvan. 
program  chairman,  who  arranged  the 
program,  and  at  right  is  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson.  Pastor  of  the  Hodge  Church. 
Twenty-six  men  enjoyed  the  fellowship 
breakfast. 

for  this  service.  Each  UMYF  is  urged  to 
make  a  banner  This  will  be  an 
opportunity  for  the  youth  in  the  district  to 
get  to  know  each  other;  to  strengthen 
District  Youth  Leadership;  to  exchange 
ideas;  as  well  as  to  enjoy  food  and 
fellowship.  Seventy-six  young  people  from 
the  Alexandria  District  attended  the 
winter  retreat! 


Pictured  at  the  B.R. -Hammond 
District  Laity  Banquet  are:  Nick 
Saladino.  Baton  Rouge  Hammond 
District  Lay  Leader  and  recipient  of  the 
Layman  of  the  year  award:  Dr.  Donald 
Webb,  speaker  for  the  occasion:  and 
Rev.  Robert  B  Crichlow.  Sr..  District 
Superintendent. 


Rev. 

host  on  a  trip  to  the  Holy  Land.  Nov.  1977. 

In  front  of  the  Dome  of  the  Rock  in  Jerusalem,  are:  Elsie  Harrison.  Ruth  Gulley. 
Leta  Holmes.  Sarah  Chisholm.  Jacob  (our  guide).  Bobbie  Smith.  Elizabeth  Rev  ton 
and  Josephine  Stinson.  Back  row  —  Aline  Robertson.  Merry  Dean  Patterson. 
Eleanor  King.  Helen  Madden.  Vada  Ray.  Bernice  Woodward  and  Bro.  Bob  Peyton. 


In  conjunction  with  the  Alexandria 
District  Conference.  March  5.  at  First 
UMC.  Alexandria  a  Youth  Rally  will  be 


held.  Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  be 
the  speaker  at  the  closing  worship 
service  and  the  youth  will  join  the  adults 
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It’s  time  that  we  discuss  what  we  believe 


What  do  United  Methodists  believe? 
What  does  it  mean  for  the  church  to 
follow  Jesus  faithfully  in  our  time? 

Judging  from  the  articles  and  letters 
appearing  in  TM/UMR,  it  appears  ob¬ 
vious  that  members  of  our  church  are 
anything  but  ‘'united''  in  their  basic 
beliefs.  Consequently,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  we  are  also  divided  in  our 
understanding  of  what  it  means 
faithfully  to  act  out  the  gospel  in  our 
world. 

About  the  only  certain  conclusion  that 
can  be  drawn  is  that  the  understandings 
of  faith  and  faithfulness  among  our 
church’s  members  are  “pluralistic.”  Our 
diversity  is  at  the  same  time  our 
church’s  greatest  strength  and  its 
greatest  weakness.  It  frees  us  from  rigid 
conformity  to  any  narrow  and  unchang¬ 
ing  creed.  Yet  it  also  binds  us  into  seem¬ 
ingly  ceaseless  —  and  often  senseless  — 


debates  among  ourselves. 

More  troubling  to  us  than  the  lack  of  a 
clear  definition  of  faith  which  all  United 
Methodists  should  hold  in  common  is  the 
fact  that  so  many  church  activities  are 
conducted  with  little  or  no  clear 
reference  to  faith.  Instead  of  constantly 
struggling  to  declare  what  it  means  to 
have  faitlv  and  to  act  faithfully,  most 
church  activities  proceed  from  the 
assumption  that  a  common  understand¬ 
ing  among  the  members  already  exists. 

We  hold  countless  church  meetings  to 
deal  with  a  broad  variety  of 
organizational  concerns,  but  seldom  are 
those  concerns  spelled  out  concretely  in 
relation  to  our  faith.  The  result  is  many 
frustrated  and  confused  meeting-goers. 

We  conduct  extensive  financial 
campaigns  and  all-out  drives  to  enlist 
new  members  into  the  church.  However, 
the  rationale  given  for  such  efforts  is 


What  are  Christian  ‘essentials’? 


The  existence  of  ‘‘pluralism"  of  belief 
among  Wesleyan  Christians  is  not  new  or 
accidental  (see  preceding  article).  From 
earliest  times  in  our  church’s  history,  we 
have  followed  the  dictum:  “As  to  all 
opinions  which  do  not  strike  at  the  root  of 
Christianity,  we  think  and  let  think." 

The  difficulty  today  lies  in  our  widely 
varied  understandings  of  what 
constitutes  "the  root  of  Christianity.” 
What  is  the  authentic  core  of  Christian 
truth  which  all  United  Methodist 
Christians  should  hold  as  the  common 
basis  for  worshiping  God  and  seeking  to 
serve  Him  in  the  world? 

Dr.  Albert  Outler.  one  of  the  world’s 
foremost  Wesley  scholars,  has  stated  in 
his  book  “Theology  in  the  Wesleyan 
Spirit.”  that  John  Wesley  believed  there 
were  only  three  Christian  essentials: 
(1)  original  sin;  (2)  justification  by  faith 
in  Christ;  and  (3)  holiness  of  heart  and 
life. 

By  “original  sin,”  Mr.  Wesley  meant 
that  our  lives  as  human  beings  are 
universally  plagued  by  distortions  of 
God’s  intention,  and  that  we  are 
inherently  incapable  of  achieving  human 
fulfillment  through  our  own  thoughts  and 
efforts. 

How  may  we ‘love 
our  neighbor’? 

What  does  it  mean  for  Christians  today 
to  “love  your  neighbor?”  (see  preceding 
editorials) 

Dr.  Claire  Randall,  chief  executive  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  told 
those  gathered  for  Ministers’  Week  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  recently 
that  loving  our  neighbors  today  neces¬ 
sarily  involves  more  than  individual  acts 
of  concern  and  compassion. 

Dr.  Randall  said  that  in  an  earlier  day. 
if  we  learned  that  someone  was  hungry, 
we  provided  him  with  food.  But  in  today’s 
world  we  know  that  there  are  hungry 
people  all  across  the  globe  How  do  we 
relate  to  such  hungry  people  as 
“neighbors9”  To  make  any  significant 
impact,  we  must  join  together  with  other 
Christians  and  send  whole  shiploads  of 
food,  she  said.  And  beyond  this,  we  must 
work  to  change  those  political  and 
economic  systems  which  perpetuate 
hunger  and.  thereby  help  create 
conditions  under  which  people  may  feed 
themselves. 

Dr.  Randall  has  provided  about  as 
clear  and  succinct  a  rationale  as  we  have 
heard  for  our  church’s  present  efforts  to 
combat  world  hunger  Alone,  none  of  us 
can  deal  effectively  with  the  massive 
pains  and  sufferings  from  hunger  that  so 
many  people  in  our  world  experience. 
But  the  combining  of  our  individual 
contributions  and  efforts  with  those  of 
other  Christians  can  demonstrate  in  a 
significant  way  Christ-like  living  for 
others  in  our  time. 
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“Justification  by  faith,"  for  Mr 
Wesley,  meant  that  God  has  taken  the 
initiative  to  redeem  humankind  from  its 
sin  bv  His  self-revelation  in  the  life, 
death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 
When  we  recognize  the  futility  of  trying 
to  control  our  own  destinies  and  place 
our  trust  in  God  alone  to  provide  us  with 
joy  and  hope  and  meaning  through 
Christ,  we  are  ‘  ‘justified  by  faith.  ” 

When  we  place  full  trust  in  God,  an 
inner  change  takes  place  within  us  which 
leads  us  to  live  lives  of  internal  and 
external  holiness,  according  to  Mr. 
WesJev.  Our  acceptance  of  God's 
“justification"  is  not  the  culmination  of 
the  Christian  life  but  its  beginning.  From 
that  point  on  we  are  motivated  to  find  our 
happiness  and  fulfillment  through  loving 
God  and  sharing  Christ-like  love  with  our 
neighbors. 

The  standards  Mr.  Wesley  used  to 
arrive  at  these  "essentials."  as  well  as 
his  opinions  on  “non-essential”  matters, 
were:  (1)  first  of  all  an  immersion  into 
the  Scriptures;  (2)  study  of  Christian 
tradition;  (3)  the  use  of  reason;  and 
(4)  the  application  of  one’s  own 
Christten  experience. 

We  believe  this  list  of  “essentials"  and 
these  standards  provide  a  trustworthy 
basis  for  testing  and  measuring  our 
beliefs  and  actions  as  Christians  today.  If 
all  our  opinions  and  activities  were 
consciously  and  conscientiously  mea¬ 
sured  against  these  beliefs  and  standards, 
we  believe  members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  would  be  much  more  confi¬ 
dent  in  their  faith  and  much  more  com¬ 
fortable  with  the  “pluralism”  which 
exists  among  us. 


more  often  related  to  the  church’s 
institutional  goals  than  to  the  demand  for 
faithfulness  placed  by  Christ  upon  those 
who  choose  to  follow  Him 
At  our  church’s  connectional  levels  t— 
all  levels  beyond  the  local  church  —  we 
nearly  always  proceed  directly  to 
developing  what  we  consider  to  be  a 
faithful  Christian  response  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  issue  or  situation.  In  most  instances, 
such  responses  include  no  edifying  ration¬ 
ale  regarding  the  relationship  between 
basic  Christian  beliefs  and  our  particular 
attempts  to  act  out  those  beliefs.  Reports 
of  such  actions  then  inevitably  produce  a 
negative  or  indifferent  response  from  per 
sons  within  the  church  who  hold  different 
assumptions  about  the  meaning  of  faith. 

We  believe  it  would  be  a  tragic  mistake 
to  attempt  replacing  United  Methodism’s 
“pluralism"  of  belief  with  a  rigid  set  of 
unchanging  doctrines  to  which  all 
members  must  subscribe.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  our  church  is  ever  to  develop  a 
more  positive  and  united  witness,  it  is 
essential  that  more  discussion  take  place 
at  every  level  of  the  church’s  life 
regarding  what  minimally  it  means  to 
believe  in  and  follow  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  time  for  our  church  to  cease 
shrinking  from  discussions  of  the  content 
of  our  faith  for  fear  of  disagreement.  Our 
faith  should  provide  the  basic  context  for 
our  understanding  of  human  life  and 
destiny.  Our  faith  should  be  the  basis  for 
all  our  actions.  Basic  faith  is  the  common 
element  which  should  bind  us  together 
despite  our  diversity,  and  distinguish 
church  membership  from  membership 
in  any  other  organization.  Without  some 
commonly  held  faith,  we  have  no  hope  of 
being  mobilized  as  a  church  to  engage 
effectively  in  acts  of  Christian  faithful¬ 
ness.  Without  a  context  of  common 
faith  from  which  to  work,  our  actions 
will  —  at  best  —  seem  lacking  in  ultimate 
meaning  and  —  at  worst  —  serve  to  alien¬ 
ate  us  from  other  Christians. 

Without  discarding  or  minimizing  the 
validity  of  “pluralism”  among 
Christians,  we  believe  every  type  of 
church  activity  should  be  (1)  explicitly 
defined  as  it  relates  to  the  roots  of 
Christian  faith;  and  (2)  explicitly 
interpreted  as  a  particular  act  of 
Christian  faithfulness  to  other  members 
of  the  Body  of  Christ  and  to  the  world.  If 
we  could  discard  our  tendency  to  assume 
that  everyone  holds  a  common  faith,  and 
begin  clearly  defining  our  various  church 
activities  in  relation  to  our  understand¬ 
ings  of  the  Christian  faith,  we  would  soon 
develop  greater  clarity  regarding  what 
we  and  other  Christians  believe,  and  find 
ourselves  less  often  at  odds  with  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 


Here  I  Stand 


Bv  MONTGOMERY  .1.  SHROYER 

Every  time  I  witness  the  baptism  of  a 
tiny  babe  and  hear  the  reading  of  the 
Methodist  ritual.  I  have  the  feeling  that 
something  is  wrong. 

Not  that  I  am  opposed  to  infant 
baptism.  I  know  better  than  that,  for  I 
was  baptized  in  the  Lutheran  Church  at  a 
very  tender  age.  And  I  have  participated 
in  infant  baptism,  knowing  full  well  that 
something  has  happened  to  our  practice 
since  John  the  Baptizer  was  calling  adult 
sinners  down  to  the  river.  I  have  read 
also  that  Paul  declared  that  the  offspring 
of  a  mixed  marriage  is  holy,  one  parent 
being  a  believer,  from  which  we  might 
conclude  that  there  is  no  urgent  need  to 
baptize  the  little  sinner. 

But  my  questions  arise  when  I  hear  the 
minister  read  from  the  ritual  for  child¬ 
ren:  “Those  receiving  the  Sacrament  are 
thereby  marked  as  Christian  disciples." 
What  does  it  take  to  make  a  disciple? 
Jesus  called  mature  men  to  follow  Him 
and  then  proceeded,  as  in  the  Gospel  of 
Matthew,  to  teach  them  the  way  of  the 
kingdom.  He  called  them  to  come  to  Him 
and  find  rest,  but  He  also  asked  them  to 
take  up  the  yoke  of  instruction  and  disci¬ 
pline.  He  insisted  that  the  yoke  was  easy, 
but  we  would  hardly  ask  the  babe  a  span 
long  to  put  its  neck  into  that  yoke.  In 
John’s  gospel  the  adult  followers  of  Jesus 
are  called  disciples,  never  apostles,  and 
Jesus  lamented  on  his  departure  that 
their  training  was  not  finished,  but  it 
would  continue  as  a  graduate  course 
when  the  Holy  Spirit  came  as  teacher. 

The  making  of  disciples  is  serious 
business.  It  cannot  be  done  as  easily  as 
our  ritual  implies.  The  great  problem  of 
the  church  today  is  how  to  correct  the 
dropout  of  disciples  “marked"  by 
baptism  who  become  the  youth  and 
adults  yielding  so  poorly  to  the 


We  need  to  rethink  our  church’s 
ritual  for  infant  baptism 


disciplines  of  the  Christian  faith.  They 
were  "marked”  by  infant  baptism,  but 
the  mark  seems  too  often  to  rub  off 
Thomas^Jefferson  was  nearer  than  our 
Methodist  ritual  to  the  essence  of 
discipleship.  In  Cyrus  Adler’s  introduc¬ 
tion  to  Jefferson’s  “Life  and  Morals  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth”  Jefferson  is  quoted 
from  a  letter  to  a  friend  written  on  the 
completion  of  the  first  draft  of  his  work 
on  the  gospels  as  saying:  "A  more  beau¬ 
tiful  or  precious  morsel  of  ethics  I  have 


never  seen;  it  is  a  document  in  proof  that 
I  am  a  real  Christian  (Jeffersonian 
italics),  that  is  to  say,  a  disciple  of  the 
doctrines  of  Jesus."  Can  Jefferson  be  a 
disciple  the  same  as  a  six-months  old 
babe  just  inducted  by  baptism? 

The  next  session  on  ritual  revision 
should  look  into  this.  Matthew.  John  and 
Paul  -  and  Thomas  Jefferson  —  might 
help  rewrite  the  part  on  the  baptism  of 
children.  We  might  at  least  insert  the 
word  “prospective.” 


How  should  the  church 
relate  to  the  government? 


dBM  SAl pwm 
WE  PRAY,  ENTER  OUR. 
CLOSET,  WT  THE 
POOR  ASP  PRAY 


THIS  IS  TO  (ME 
US  POWER  TO 
PRESENT  THE 
CLAIMS  Of  CHRIST 
WHEREVER  W£  OC 


By GARY  I  . THURMAN 
Before  the  church  lends  her  seal  of 
approval  to  secular  welfare  reform 
proposals,  a  full  scale  review  of  her 
relationship  with  the  state  is  needed.  It 
has  become  traditional  for  religious 
leaders  to  petition  the  government  for 
various  social  programs.  The  interlude 
after  our  “Great  Society”  experiment 
has  ended  with  political  and  religious 
leaders  again  in  agreement  on  social 
legislation  —  most  notably  a  guaranteed 
minimum  income. 

Although  a  significant  segment  of 
mainline  denomination  members  are 
conditioned  to  support  “humanitarian” 
government  programs,  the  rational 
Christian  is  called  to  serious  reflection 
by  the  immeasurable  resources  squan¬ 
dered  in  the  name  of  man  trying  to 
accomplish  the  church’s  mission  by  his 
own  designs.  One  of  the  clearest  social 
lessons  of  the  past  few  decades  is  that  the 
end  simply  does  not  justify  the  means.  If 
political  and  religious  leaders  genuinely 
agree  on  welfare  legislation,  it  becomes 

I  HAVE  LOTS 
Of  PROBLEMS 
WITH  MV 
PRAYER  CLOSE T 


I.pttprs  to  the  Editor 

Christians  must  not  focus  only  on  ‘inner  life’ 


To  the  Editor: 

I  fear  that  the  Rev.  Harvey  N.  Chinn’s 
remarks  under  “Here  I  Stand"  in  your 
Jan.  27  issue  reinforce  the  tendency  to 
absolve  ourselves  from  responsibility 
and  guilt  feelings  concerning  other 
people’s  sins. 

True,  the  “born  again”  Christian 
assumes  responsibility  for  his  own 
actions  But  even  the  “born  again" 
Christian  is  aware,  or  should  be  aware, 
that  he  finds  himself  doing  the  things  he 
would  not  do.  If  it  is  difficult  for  him  to  do 
the  things  that  he  would  do.  how  much 
more  difficult  is  it  for  the  person  who  has 
not  experienced  God’s  grace? 

I  think  Mr.  Chinn  is  right  to  oppose  the 
definition  of  alcoholism  as  a  disease.  But 
like  the  physicians  who  originated  the 
definition,  he  does  not  go  far  enough  in 
his  thinking.  A  disease  of  what9  I  think 
alcoholism  is  a  disease,  or  at  least  the 
symptom,  of  a  disease  of  the  spirit.  To 
paraphrase  Paul  Tillich,  the  alcoholic  is 
saying,  in  effect.  “I  don’t  know  where  I 
have  come  from  or  where  I  am  going.” 
But  for  Christians  to  ignore  his  plea  for 
help  is  an  even  greater  sin ;  a  society  that 
shuts  its  eyes  to  others’  lives  of  quiet 
desperation  is  an  irresponsible  society. 
And  Christians  who  find  themselves 
doing  the  things  they  would  not  do 
contribute  to  the  confusion  of  the  non-, 
Christian  and  the  national  schizophrenia 

Again.  Mr.  Chinn  is  contradictory  in 
his  suggestion  that  we  create  our  own 
environment  on  the  job  or  elsewhere  by 
our  inner  attitude,  and  in  the  next 
paragraph  he  condemns  American 
advertising.  As  one  who  spent  30  years  as 
a  newspaper  reporter  and  editor.  I  see 
well  enough  that  advertising  encourages 
people  to  buy  things  that  they  don’t  need 
at  prices  they  can’t  afford.  But  if  I  follow 
the  advice  Mr.  Chinn  seems  to  give.  I 
could  excuse  myself  on  the  grounds  that 
the  advertising  was  the  sole  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  publishers  for  whom  I 
worked.  Indeed,  the  publishers  would 
have  been  quite  content  if  I  had  adopted 
that  attitude.  But  try  as  I  might,  I  could 
never  escape  the  feeling  that  others  were 
subverting  my  talents  to  their  own  ends 
in  a  futile  effort  to  relieve  their  own 
anxiety.  When  you  are  surrounded  by 
stiff-necked  people  who  are  harming 
themselves  and  others,  should  a 
Christian  be  content  to  cultivate  only  the 
inner  environment9 

Will  McNutt 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
Increase  mission  education 
To  the  Editor. 

The  editorial  “Human  relations  giving 

ppalling”  (TM/UMR.  Feb.  2)  was  a 
disappointing  surprise  to  me.  inasmuch 
as  we  are  supposed  to  be  a  mission- 
oriented,  mission-supporing  church 

It  becomes  appalling  because  of  the 
inadequate  efforts  on  the  part  of  our  top 
officials  to  educate  the  leaders  of  each 

ocal  church  to  program  more 
intelligently  the  needs  for  supporting 


human  relations  giving  once  a  year 

Much  effort  is  given  to  local  budgets, 
announcements,  letters,  meetings,  etc. 
which  would  be  cared  for  automatically 
if  more  effort  were  given  to  others 
outside  the  local  church. 

Most  people  just  ignore  placing  an 
envelope  in  front  of  them.  I  use  special 
envelopes  in  my  church  envelope  pack 
and  detest  other  special  envelopes  to 
cover  the  same  giving.  It’s  a  matter  of 

education.  T  „  . 

James  H  Weeks 

Bryn  Mawr.  Pennsylvania 

Opposition  understandable 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  grateful  for  the  article  you 
published  by  Dr.  Walter  Vernon,  “We 
need  to  be  ‘born  again'  —  many  times" 
(TM/UMR.  Jan.  20).  Reader  response  in 
the  Feb.  10  issue  in  opposition  to  his 
biblical  proclamation  is  understandable. 
Few  of  us  want  to  know  ourselves  as 
sinners  who  are  in  constant  need  of  God’s 
redeeming  grace.  wilfredM  Bal|ey 

Dallas,  Texas 

‘One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing’ 
needs  better  promotion 

To  the  Editor: 

I  received  in  today’s  mail  an  order 
blank  for  materials  to  promote  “One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing”  for  1978  By  the 
time  this  material  is  ordered  and 
received,  the  “handful  of  rice”  emphasis 
will  be  meaningless.  (We  ordered 
materials  by  letter,  but  apparently  the 
computers  do  not  deal  with  anything 
except  special  order  forms. ) 

My  concern  with  this  is  in  regard  to  the 
large  amount  of  money  which  will  not  be 
received  this  year  because  of  the 
tardiness  in  Evanston,  or  Nashville, 
since  there  is  a  new  address  now  We 
have  always  promoted  these  special 
offerings  in  our  churches.  Our  people 
respond  quite  generously  to  them. 

Please  encourage  readers  of  TM/UMR 
to  support  this  very  important  offering 
on  March  5  even  if  they  have  to  create 
their  own  promotional  materials.  And  to 
the  folks  in  Nashville:  get  the  materials 
to  us  in  time  for  a  few  weeks  of  work 
towards  a  good  offering. 

JoeL.  Marine 
Galax,  Virginia 

‘Pornography’  misapplied 

To  the  Editor: 

As  reported  in  the  January  6  issue  of 
TM/UMR.  Dr.  Harvey  Cox  has  coined  a 
new  phrase,  "religious  pornography.” 
After  careful  examination  of  his 
definition  in  the  light  of  Webster’s 
Dictionary  and  the  whole  Gospel,  one 
discovers  that  his  coin  is  counterfeit 

Furthermore,  when  Dr.  Cox  includes 
“Guideposts"  magazine  in  this  category, 
using  his  own  definition  of  pornography 
as  “faceless”  and  “unrelated  to  the 
concrete  lives  and  circumstances  of 
recognizable  human  beings. ”  he  displays 


monumental  misunderstanding  of  the 
facts  and  of  the  genius  of  this  splendid 
publication.  pau|  Niswander 

Washington  C.H..  Ohio 

Bibl  e  is  best  resource 

To  the  Editor: 

Hurrah  for  the  article  quoting  John 
Hicks  and  headlined  “Rethink  doubts 
about  life  after  death"  (TM/UMR.  Jan. 
27). 

Thanks  for  asking  the  Christian 
community  to  rethink  these  doubts.  Few. 
if  any,  Christians  will  need  to  rethink 
what  has  been  known  (I  thought)  for 
many  years. 

However,  by  far  the  best  book  on  the 
subject  is  the  Bible  which  has  been  with 
us  for  a  very  long  time. 

Betty  J.  Bonham 
Quincy.  California 

Anita  Bryant  might  not 
understand,  blit  God  does 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  obligated  to  comment  on  Anita 
Bryant’s  stance  on  homosexuality  as 
reported  in  the  February  3  issue. 

I  am  a  firm  believer  in  God  and  have  a 
good  religious  upbringing.  I  am  also  a 
homosexual  One  of  my  greater 
difficulties  in  accepting  myself  was 
concern  about  what  God  thought.  I  have 
consulted  with  several  religious  leaders 
in  my  lifetime  as  well  as  a  psychologist 
and  a  psychiatrist  —  all  of  whom  told  me 
that  God  understands. 

I  have  tried  to  lead  my  life  in  the  best 
way  I  can,  and  I  have  also  endeavored  to 
live  up  to  my  religious  beliefs  to  the  best 
of  my  ability.  Since  I  am  in  the  medical 
profession.  I  have  learned  compassion, 
understanding  and  above  all  humility.  I 
have  tried  especially  hard  not  to 
persecute  my  feilowman  for  any  reason. 
I  believe  this  is  what  God  expects  of  me 
and  is  not  really  too  concerned  about  my 
sexual  preference  which  is  my  own 
“cross  to  bear”  due  to  society’s  outlook, 
not  His  own. 

Mrs.  Bryant  is  a  nice  looking  woman 
and  has  a  fine  singing  voice  which  I  used 
to  enjoy  —  but  no  longer  can  without 
feeling  like  a  traitor.  I  assume  she  is  also 
very  religious,  but  unfortunately,  she  has 
persecuted  her  feilowman  and  made  his 
“cross"  a  little  harder  to  bear. 

I  certainly  do  not  condone  homosexuals 
who  molest  people  or  try  to  force  their 
way  of  life  on  others,  but  neither  do  I 
condone  heterosexuals  who  do  the  same 
thing.  I  believe  that  percentage  wise 
that  score  is  equal. 

I  have  many  fine  homosexual  as  well 
as  heterosexual  friends  in  all 
professions.  All  any  homosexual  I  know 
desires  is  to  be  treated  as  a  fellow  human 
being,  rather  than  labeled,  or  worse  yet, 
persecuted  for  his  sexual  preference. 

If  Mrs.  Bryant  “talks  to  God"  as  she 
has  led  me  to  believe.  I’m  surprised  He 
hasn’t  already  told  her  all  these  things. 
Then  again,  maybe  He  expects  me  and 


some  of  His  other  messengers  to  do  so. 
This  message  is  my  attempt. 

Hopefully.  Mrs.  Bryant,  you  will  read 
this.  I  would  write  to  you  personally,  but 
I  don’t  want  to  end  up  in  your  “trash” 
basket  along  with  all  my  other  friends. 

Richard  G.  Cooley 
Syracuse,  New  York 
What  are  we  doing  to 
alleviate  world  hunger? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  his  letter  to  the  editor  (TM/UMR, 
Jan.  13)  Glenn  Young  Jr.  closed  by 
saying.  “Bill  Bright,  think  of  what  $1 
billion  could  do  to  feed  the  starving 
people  in  the  world.” 

Without  holding  a  brief  for  Bill  Bright 
—  not  being  in  a  position  to  judge  —  I 
would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Young  how  much  he 
is  spending  to  feed  the  hungry.  Not  many 
have  $1  billion  to  spend,  but  it  takes  only 
$15  a  month  to  feed  a  hungry  child.  Most 
of  us  fritter  away  far  more  than  that  on 
non-essentials.  And  it  is  not  only  Bill 
Bright  who  will  be  called  to  account  for 
the  way  we  have  spent  our  money 

Mary  McDonald 
Fort  Worth.  Texas 


significant  to  know  if  the  church  has 
evangelized  politics  or  if  politics  has 
evangelized  the  church. 

My  reading  of  the  Scripture  indicates 
no  basis  for  the  church  to  sub-contract 
her  ministry  to  civil  authority  any  more 
than  for  a  father  to  sub-contract  his 
paternal  responsibility  to  the  Sunday 
School  The  time  has  come  for  hard  but 
loving  questions  to  religious  leaders:  Are 
calls  for  civil  welfare  programs  a 
reflection  of  a  Christ-like  social  concern 
or  do  they  signal  a  spiritual  impotence 
that  comes  from  having  “better  ideas" 
than  Jesus?  Our  Lord  promised  His 
disciples  the  resources  and  power  to 
accomplish  His  Commission. 

Moreover,  civil  authority  that  would 
arrogate  to  itself  the  church’s  ministry 
(and  the  related  resources)  is  in  an 
indefensible  position  between  the  Judeo- 
Christian  ethic  and  a  commitment  to  the 
separation  of  church  and  state.  The 
impending  nationalization  of  petroleum 
(i.e.  selective  price  controls,  well-head 
taxes  and  public  payola)  should  be 
examined  by  every  Christian  concerned 
with  the  future  of  the  organized  church. 
Tax  deductions  for  charitable  contribu¬ 
tions  are  now  to  religious  organizations 
what  statutory  depletion  was  to  oil  and 
gas  owners.  The  situations  are  analogous 
because  the  same  Constitution  that  pro¬ 
vides  for  separation  of  church  and  state 
also  insures  the  individual  stewardship 
of  resources  and  accepts  the  related 
risks.  A  government  that  forsakes  the 
Judeo-Christian  ethical  base  to  expropri¬ 
ate  individually  owned  resources  will  not 
long  permit  the  church  access  to  re¬ 
sources  for  “unauthorized"  use.  Again, 
the  end  does  not  justify  the  means! 

We  are  confronted  with  two  mutually 
exclusive  approaches  to  church  and 
society  relationships.  Conventional 
wisdom  explains  that  the  church  is  an 
interactional  reflection  of  society’s 
condition.  My  stand  is  with  the  other 
view:  Society  is  a  reflection  of  the 
church’s  condition.  To  accept  the  first 
view  is  to  presuppose  that  the  kingdom  of 
God  cannot  come  in  the  present 
dispensation.  The  latter  view  assumes 
supernatural  responsibilities  and 
empowerment.  To  illustrate,  forced 
redistribution  of  wealth  proclaims  the 
socio-economic  circumstance  to  be 
Divine  error.  Whereas  Jesus  deliberately 
demonstrated  the  most  effective  and 
efficient  welfare  program  by  simply 
having  dinner  with  Zaccheus ! 

History  affirms  that  where  man  is 
exalted,  despotism  follows  and  where 
Jesus  is  exalted,  freedom  abounds. 
Obviously,  the  church  dare  not  decrease 
her  social  involvement,  but  she  must  see 
that  her  holy  fire  is  focused  to  exalt  her 
Head.  Therefore,  as  the  federal 
government  begins  remodeling  question¬ 
able  welfare  programs,  the  church  is 
challenged  to  take  a  practical  look  at  how 
she  intends  to  implement  her  Divine 
Commission  in  our  present  society. 

This  week's  contributors  are  Mont¬ 
gomery  J.  Shroyer,  professor  emeritus 
of  New  Testament  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington  D.C.  (Baltimore 
Conference),  and  Gary  L.  Thurman,  a 
certified  public  accountant  who  is  a 
member  of  the  First  UMC  in  Midland, 
Texas  (Northwest  Texas  Conference). _ 


SHARE  THE  GIFT 


ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING 

March  5,1978 


Human  needs  resulting  from  disasters  lead  Christians  to  respond  out  of  love  and  concern. 
UMCOR  represents  the  United  Methodist  Church  providing  emergency  food,  clothing  and 
shelter  Your  One  Great  Hour  gift  also  provides  longer  term  help- renewal  of  life,  rehabili¬ 
tation  and  refugee  resettlement  Feel  the  need  and  respond,  by  sharing  through  your 
0GH  gift 
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Materials  for  the  One  Great  Hour 
Sharing  may  be  obtained  from 

United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.  Evanston,  IL  60201 
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Educator  maps  faith  journey 

Vision  of  adult  education  calls  for  embodying  Kingdom  of  God 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Future  Christians  may 
have  a  better  road  map  for  their  faith 
journey  and  clearer  markers  of  what 
stage  they  are  in.  thanks  to  the 
pioneering  work  of  a  United  Methodist 
theologian/educator. 

Drawing  oh  research  which  describes 
stages  of  faith  growth.  Dr.  James  Fowler 
of  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Atlanta, 
outlined  last  week  a  vision  of  the  future  of 
Christian  education  which  would  help 
individuals  move  toward  the  Christian 
image  of  self-fulfillment  yet  take  basic 
human  needs  and  the  mission  of  the 
church  into  account. 

He  met  here  with  a  special  staff  team 
from  the  Board  of  Discipleship  which  is 
preparing  recommendations  for  the 
board  by  October.  1979.  Called  PACE 
(Planning  Adult  Christian  Education  for 
the  80s),  coordinator  Wayne  Lindecker 
said  this  was  the  first  of  a  series  of 


consultations  building  toward  the  1979 
deadline. 

Dr  Fowler  said  a  basic  question  for  the 
committee  to  decide  is  whether  “we  are 
aiming  to  conform  to  an  anticipated 
market  or  whether  we  are  trying  to 
shape  the  market.'’  He  observed  that 
United  Methodism,  which  has  kept  a 
very  low  profile  doctrinallv,  will  continue 
to  erode  in  growth  and  will  fail  to  produce 
“impact  persons’’  on  culture  or  society  if 
it  offers  no  more  than  warm  fellowship. 

He  contended  that  our  images  of  adult 
faith  are  so  repressive  that  people  are 
not  allowed  to  develop.  Churches  (local 
and  denominational)  each  tend  to  have  a 
“mode"  or  “box"  which  describes  adult 
faith.  This  is  helpful  to  a  person  up  to  that 
level.  But.  when  persons  grow  out  of  the 
“mode.”  they  are  considered  deviant  — 
a  strong  growth  repressant. 

Dr  Fowler  identifies  a  sequence  of 
predictable  stages  of  faith  growth,  each 
building  on  the  last  but  each  significantly 
different,  starting  with  the  child  at  age 
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DENNIS 

AND  THE 


6Gol  religion’ 

WACO.  Tex.  — 
Since  Dennis  the 
Menace  "got  reli¬ 
gion."  more  than 
500.000  Bible  comic 
books  have  been 
sold,  according  to 
the  publisher.  Word 
Books  here.  Dennis 
and  Jesus  is  one  of 
a  series  of  six 
books,  created  by 
Hank  Ketcham  and 
Fred  Toole.  in 
which  Dennis 
meets  various 
Bible  characters 
and  learns  their 
stories  from  his 
parents,  friends 
and  even  "good  ole’ 
Mr.  Wilson.”  (See 
storv  below. ) 
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four  and  moving  through  age  84. 

Movement  is  not  inevitable,  persons  can 
come  to  a  halt  at  any  stage  and.  he  said, 
that  is  not  "bad."  Each  stage  has  its  gifts 
and  graces  for  a  meaningful  life. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  definitely 
desirable  in  his  construct,  to  continue 
faith  growth  to  the  final  stage  which  is 
equivalent  to  embodying  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

In  this  final  stage  of  adult  maturity, 
persons  are  disciplined,  active  embodi¬ 
ments  of  love  and  justice,  completely 
devoted  to  transforming  reality  in  the 
direction  of  the  Kingdom.  Dr.  Fowler 
argues  this  is  also  fulfillment  of  the 
"ultimate  self-actualization”  of  the 
Christian:  “In  giving  your  life  you 
receive  it.” 

The  educator  dovetails  his  research 
with  the  “theology  of  hope’’  and  its 
images  of  Christian  discipleship  in  the 
coming  era. 

‘Hope’  theology  seen  helpful 

The  "theology  of  hope”  has  been 
helpful  to  Christians,  he  said,  by  messing 
up  our  conventional  sense  of  time. 

Instead  of  supposing  the  past  determines 
the  present  and  future,  the  hope- 
theologians  say  that  the  present  and  past 
come  to  us  out  of  the  future  —  a  future 
disclosed  by  God’s  covenant  and 
promise.  Liberated  from  the  past,  the 
Christian  disciple  leans  and  lives  toward 
God’s  future  —  toward  the  final,  faith 
growth  stage  of  maturity. 

The  mission  of  the  church  is  to 
announce  and  demonstrate  the 
inbreaking  of  God's  future.  Dr  Fowler 
said.  But  where  is  such  a  church?  And 

Church  ‘weakness 
cited  by  theologian 


Not  alone,  says  expert 

Can  Dennis  teach  Bible? 


Bv  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  “Dennis  and  the  Bible 
Kids”  —  Word  Books’  comic  book  series 
on  the  Bible  isn’t  a  bad  way  at  all  to 
spur  United  Methodist  children’s  interest 
in  Bible  heroes  and  heroines  But  it 
should  be  just  that :  a  spur,  and  never  the 
whole  thrust,  says  a  Christian  education 
professor  here. 

When  Dennis  Mitchell’s  pal  "Joey" 
identifies  with  that  earlier  “Joseph"  — 
or  when  Dennis  himself  looks  at  his  own 
slingshot  and  hears  that,  in  Bible  times,  a 
similar  instrument  did  quite  a  job  on  old 
Goliath  -  youthful  readers  can  also 
identify  better  with  Bible  characters, 
according  to  Dr.  Howard  Grimes  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Comic  books  can  and  should  be  used 
constructively  in  the  church  —  like  other 
media  children  are  accustomed  to 
learning  from.  And  this  particular  series 
is  “on  the  whole  well-done."  Dr.  Grimes 
maintains,  with  good  quality  paper  and 
art  and  "a  lot  of  good  insights”  as  well 

However,  the  series  should  not  be  used 
as  a  substitute  for  regular  church  school 
curriculum,  he  warns.  Nor  should  it 
simply  be  made  available  to  children  in 
the  classroom  without  discussion. 


It  could  well  be  used,  he  believes,  at  a 
learning  center  with  an  adult  leader.  Or. 
during  a  unit  on  Moses.  "Dennis  and 
Moses"  might  be  one  resource,  followed 
with  the  question:  “Is  this  true  to  the 
Moses  storv  as  we  read  it  in  the  Bible  (or 
in  our  student  books)?’’ 

The  “Dennis”  series  might  also  be 
used  at  home.  Dr.  Grimes  says,  and 
serve  as  good  conversation-starters  for 
parents  and  children. 

Theologically,  the  series  follows  a 
fairly  conservative  line,  he  says. 
Educationally,  he  finds  both  language 
and  abstract  ideas  a  bit  too  difficult  for 
children  younger  than  fifth-sixth  grades. 
And  not  everything  in  the  books  is  in  the 
best  of  taste:  the  use  of  the  title.  "Dennis 
and  the  Girls”  in  the  comic  book  on  Bible 
women  bothers  him.  So  does  a  drawing  of 
David  holding  in  his  hands  the  head  of 
Goliath  which  is  obviously  streaming 
blood. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  series’  depiction 
of  a  pastor  who  relates  well  to  children 
and  is  not  stereotyped  pleases  him 

All  told,  he  says.  “Dennis  and  the  Bible 
Kids.”  used  intelligently,  may  have  some 
things  to  say  to  our  children.  But  let’s  not 
invite  them  into  the  classroom  just  to 
keep  the  children  busy. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

Invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Tour 


June  19-28,  1978 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus."  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock"  in  Gethsemane.  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  "cover  the  country"  —  Sea  of  Galilee.  Bethlehem. 
Nazareth,  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea.  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum.  Mary’s 
well.  Caesarea,  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  "charter"  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 
worship  service. 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write : 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1 820  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas  77002 


what  does  its  Christian  education  look 
like'’ 

First,  he  said,  its  Christian  education 
might  be  called  "education  for  creative 
discipleship.  in  the  context  of  the  coming 
Kingdom  of  God  ” 

Take  imagination  seriously 

A  basic  principle  would  be  to  take 
seriously  the  role  of  imagination.  Dr 
Fowler  said,  and  quit  reducing  church 
education  to  the  public  school  model  He 
maintains  that  "imagination  is  the 
principal  organ  of  human  knowing  in 
faith."  Christian  Education,  then,  “will 
attempt  to  honor  the  hunger  of  faith  for 
exposure  to  Scripture,  tradition  and 
liturgy  as  stimuli  for  faith's  imagina¬ 
tion." 

Another  broad  principle  is  that 
Christian  education  "expect”  individual 
development  in  faith  and  discipleship  - 
at  the  same  time  honoring  the  diversity 
of  capacities  and  encourage  the 
contributions  of  persons  at  each  stage 

If  all  that  doesn’t  sound  "new.”  as 
some  participants  observed.  Dr.  Fowler 
agrees.  His  identification  of  faith  growth 
stages,  like  author  Gail  Sheehy’s 
"Passages."  only  makes  explicit  what 
most  people  already  knew  implicitly  but 
couldn’t  talk  about 

He  said  Christian  educators  should 
guard  against  persons  getting  more 
concerned  with  their  "faith  becoming” 
than  with  the  mission  of  the  church  Dr 
Fowler  pointed  out  that  many  of  the 
pervasive  images  of  adults  are  com¬ 
pletely  self-centered.  “Surviving  with 
quality"  is  not  Christian  discipleship. 
he  said. 


DALLAS  (RNS)  -  A  leading  United 
Methodist  theologian  says  that 
“preoccupation  with  structure  and 
organizational  reform”  is  one  of  the 
main  weaknesses  of  contemporary 
Protestantism  in  the  United  States. 

The  other,  according  to  Dr  Albert 
Outler,  professor  of  theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University.  Dallas,  and  author 
of  several  books,  is  “a  lack  of  truly 
preeminent  church  leadership. " 

“Every  one  of  the  mainstream 
Protestant  churches  has.  in  the  recent 
past,  undergone  one  or  another  radical 
experiment  in  restructure."  Dr.  Outler 
said  in  an  interview  with  “New 
Covenant."  a  magazine  published  by  the 
Catholic  charismatic  renewal 
movement. 

“So  far  as  I  can  see.  not  a  single  one 
has  delivered  what  it  has  promised  The 
result  has  been  a  lot  of  energy,  time  and 
money  in  efforts  that  have  been  largely 
counterproductive..." 

Related  to  this,  said  Dr.  Outler.  is  "the 
lack  of  men  and  women  who  tower  above 
the  multitude,  who  give  tone,  style  and 
power  to  the  spiritual  movements  of  our 
time." 

"I  think  it’s  not  simply  nostalgia  for 
me  to  remember  the  titans  of  my  youth 
and  middle  years,  and  then  to  wonder 
why  our  so-called  leaders  of  today  are 
more  often  mere  office  holders  than 
movers  and  shakers.  ” 

Dr.  Outler  cited  “signs  of  decay  in  the 


extent  to  which  the  churches  have 
accepted  the  values  of  an  all-too- 
permissive  society  and  have 
domesticated  them  under  the  rubric  of 
situation  ethics.” 

“The  sexual  revolution  has  been  more 
or  less  accepted  as  an  accomplished  fact, 
even  when  it  is  not  openly  blessed."  he 
wrote.  “Homosexuality  is  often 
advocated  as  a  licit  option  among 
Christian  lifestyles.  Divorce  is  taken  for 
granted,  and  we  now  have  liturgies  for 
the  dissolution  of  marriage  covenants  as 
well  as  for  their  making  Woe  to  the 
church  that  is  both  in  the  world  and  of  it, 
too.” 

One  reason  that  "mainstream” 
Protestant  churches  are  almost  all 
■  declining  in  membership,  according  to 
Dr.  Outler.  is  thafthe  liberal  Protestant 
tradition  “has  lost  its  grip  on  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  people  in  and  out  of  the 
churches." 

“Its  promises  have  been  generally 
perceived  as  unfulfilled."  he  said. 
"We’re  seeing  what  is  partly  a  pendulum 
swing,  a  general  shift  from  left  to  right, 
occurring  in  the  society  at  large.  But  it’s 
also  a  rediscovery  of  the  Christian  basics 
and  the  need  for  stability,  aliveness  and 
joy  in  Christian  living.” 

Dr  Outler  said  the  main  challenge 
facing  the  Protestant  churches  of 
America  is  "the  recovery  of  the 
Christian  heritage  as  a  whole,  from  the 
apostolic  age  to  our  own." 


Retired  roving  volunteers 
mark  first  big  milestone 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

HOLLYWOOD,  Fla.  —  It  was  strictly 
a  “busman’s  holiday"  here  early  this 
month  when  the  13  couples  who  are  now 
“Roving  Volunteers  in  Christ’s  Service" 
(RVICS)  celebrated  the  group’s  first 
anniversary. 

The  volunteers,  all  retired  craftsmen 
and  their  wives,  were  busy  as  usual  with 
building  and  maintenance  chores, 
machine  repair,  sewing  and  typing  - 
this  time  at  Florida  Bible  College,  the 
latest  stop  in  their  mobile  ministry. 

RVICS  have  tallied  a  total  of  4.500 
miles,  worked  in  five  states  and  donated 
10,240  hours  of  labor  to  missions, 
churches  and  church  schools  across  the 
nation,  reports  their  coordinator  and 
founder.  United  Methodist  Henry  H. 
Schaeffer. 

Recruited  to  travel  in  trailers  doing 
repair  or  remodeling  work  free  of  charge 
for  needy  institutions.  RVICS  began  their 


the  church  today 


New  youth  confirmation 
materials  aid  participation 

NASHVILLE  —  More  than  60,000 
copies  of  the  new  United  Methodist  youth 
confirmation  materials  have  been 
ordered  by  churches  and  pastors 
according  to  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of 
church  school  publications. 

Entitled  “Confirming  My  Faith.”  the 
new  series  was  released  last  fall.  Its 
preparation  followed  a  church-wide 
survey  of  pastors  and  a  series  of 
presentations  from  interested  groups 
throughout  the  church  to  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee. 

"Skilled  youth  leaders  in  our  church 
tell  us  that  all  too  often  young  people  are 
talked  to  rather  than  talked  with,"  says 
Dr  Watts.  “We  wanted  to  avoid  this,  so 
the  new  resources  encourage  the  student 
to  become  an  active  part  of  the  learning 
experience.”  The  new  resources  are  the 
first  to  contain  a  multimedia  packet  with 
a  variety  of  teaching-learning  tools 


‘Sun  Belt’  reports  most  UM 
membership  gains 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  Membership 
increases  in  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  in  1976  took  place  almost 
entirely  in  the  Southeastern  and  South 
Central  jurisdictions,  according  to  the 
denomination’s  statistical  office  here. 

The  1976  figures,  the  most  recent  now 
available,  show  gains  in  14  annual 
conferences  -  Alabama-West  Florida. 
Mississippi  and  North  Mississippi.  North 
Carolina.  North  Georgia  and  South 
Georgia.  Red  Bird  Missionary.  South 
Carolina,  and  Western  North  Carolina  in 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction;  Central 
Texas.  Louisiana.  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary,  and  Texas  in  the  South 
Central;  and  Peninsula  ih  the 
Northwestern.  The  increases  ranged 
from  115  in  Western  North  Carolina  to 
3,336  in  South  Carolina. 

Largest  numerical  losses  were  6,872  in 
East  Ohio;  6.374  in  West  Ohio;  and  4.824 
in  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 


Is  there  room  for 
Billy  in  your  church? 


B\  MARIE  LATTA 

BATTLE  CREEK.  Mich  Billy 
Anderson  is  a  five-vear-old.  blue  eyed, 
redheaded  tiger  Well,  not  really  a 
tiger  but  his  mother  calls  him  that 
because  he  has  so  much  energy  and  is 
so  hard  to  keep  up  with  Billy  lives 
with  his  mother,  father,  and  baby 
sister  Anne  in  the  red  brick  house  on 
the  corner  of  Poplar  and  Washington 
Avenue 

Billy’s  parents  are  average,  middle 
class  Americans  any  neighborhood 
would  welcome.  Law  abiding, 
community  minded,  they  keep  their 
house  and  yard  neat  and  attractive, 
go  to  PT  A  meetings,  take  an 
interest  in  local  politics,  and  until 
lately,  they  were  active  members  of 
their  church. 

Not  in  the  last  year,  though.  Now 
Billy's  folks  take  turns  going  to 
church.  Mrs.  Anderson  goes  to 
Sunday  school  at  9:30  A  M.  while  her 
husband  stays  home  with  the 
children  Then  she  hurries  back  so 
Mr.  Anderson  can  attend  the  11:00 
service  while  she  looks  after  the 
children  It  makes  a  hectic  start  for  a 
day  of  rest  and  about  once  a  month 
none  of  the  Andersons  make  it  to 
church  They  just  have  a  leisurely 
breakfast  together  and  watch  a 
church  program  on  television 

Their  church  has  an  excellent 
nursery  with  two  attendants  so  Anne 
is  not  the  problem.  It's  Billy.  Billy  is 
one  of  the  six  million  mentally 
retarded  people  in  the  United  States. 
He  is  fortunate  to  live  in  a  city  where 
education  is  available  for  the  retard¬ 
ed.  Billy  is  classed  as  trainable 
with  an  IQ  of  about  45.  He  attends  a 
school  in  the  eastern  part  of  town 
where  he’s  learning  to  care  for  his 
personal  needs,  observe  safety  rules 
and  do  useful  work 

What  about  religion? 

But  the  Andersons  are  concerned 
about  Billy’s  religious  training.  They 
had  expected  to  bring  up  their 
children  in  a  Christian  home  where 
Sunday  was  observed  as  a  day  of 
worship  For  them,  that  means 
regular  church  attendance.  But  what 
can  be  done  about  Billy? 

When  he  was  younger  they  took  him 
to  Sunday  school  and  he  seemed  to  get 
along  all  right,  but  now  he  can't  keep 
up  with  the  other  five-year-olds.  He 
can’t  understand  the  Bible  stories  his 
teacher  tells  and  he  won’t  be  quiet  so 
the  other  children  can  listen  ( His 
pediatrician  says  he’s  hyperactive 
and  Billy  takes  medication  for  it.) 
Mrs,  Anderson  thought  of  putting 
Billy  back  in  the  church  nursery.  That 
didn't  work.  Billy  is  bigger  than  th^ 
other  children  and  he  misbehaved. 


pushing  the  smaller  children  around. 

Unable  to  find  a  Sunday  school  class 
for  Billy,  his  parents  tried  having  him 
sit  with  them  during  the  church 
service.  That  was  another  mistake. 

The  Andersons  have  discussed  the 
problem  with  other  parents  in  the 
Retarded  Children's  Association 
They  found  there  were  as  many 
problems  as  there  were  children 
involved  It  seems  to  be  an  individual 
matter  as  to  how  parents  deal  with  the 
problem.  What  works  for  one  may  fail 
with  another  One  family  with  a 
seven-year-old  mongoloid  child  report 
no  difficulty  at  all.  Their  daughter 
takes  a  small  pad  and  pencil  and 
draws  pictures  contentedly  while  she 
sits  with  them  during  the  service. 

Another  mother  states  that  her  son 
loves  church  He  goes  into  the  Sunday 
school  class  that  is  right  for  his  age 
and  doesn’t  seem  to  mind  that  he  can't 
do  the  work  Still  another  couple  told 
of  their  twentv-year-old  daughter’s 
special  Sunday  school  friend.  The 
friend  is  a  retired  school  principal 
who  first  invited  the  family  to  church, 
then  took  Sally,  the  retarded  girl,  into 
her  own  adult  Sunday  school  class 
Sally  is  happy  to  see  her  friend  each 
week  and  regards  it  as  a  treat  to  sit 
with  her  for  an  hour  in  the  class. 

Some  suggestions  offered 

Some  members  of  the  Association 
expressed  interest  in  a  community 
program  service  for  the  mentally 
retarded  but  many  parents  were 
reluctant  to  give  up  their  home 
church.  A  teacher  suggested  that  at 
the  larger  churches  it  might  be 
feasible  to  let  teenagers  conduct  a 
class  for  the  retarded.  This  would  give 
the  teens  valuable  experience  and 
supply  a  need  within  the  church  at  the 
same  time. 

Meanwhile,  the  Andersons  are 
slipping  in  their  church  attendance. 
They  realize  it  is  their  problem,  not 
the  church’s,  but  what  about  Billy? 
Should  they  continue  their  split-shift 
Sunday  worship9  It’s  not  really 
acceptable  to  either  parent  Should 
they  hire  a  babysitter  for  Billy?  It 
would  mean  extra  expense  and  do 
nothing  to  further  Billy’s  Christian 
education.  Should  they  transfer  their 
membership  to  the  town’s  largest 
church  where  a  class  for  the  retarded 
is  in  the  planning  stages9 

The  Andersons,  and  the  families  of 
that  special  six  million  throughout  the 
entire  country,  need  help  in  bringing 
religion  into  the  lives  of  the  retarded. 
They  pose  the  question;  Is  there  room 
for  Billy  in  your  church? 

MS.  Latta,  a  free-lance  writer  living 
in  Battle  Creek,  said  Billy  Anderson  is 
not  the  child's  real  name. 


ministry  in  February.  1977.  at  the 
Phoenix  Gospel  Mission.  Ariz..  with  five 
couples 

Mr  Schaeffer  credits  an  ad  in 
TM/UMR.  and  a  subsequent  TM/UMR 
storv  of  his  search  for  volunteers,  with 
helping  him  launch  the  project.  Now. 
with  more  and  more  requests  for  help 
arriving,  he  hopes  to  recruit  enough 
additional  couples  to  start  a  second 
group  —  one  to  work  the  Eastern  section 
of  the  country,  another  the  Western  —  he 
told  TM/UMR. 

RVICS.  all  skilled  in  various  trades, 
work  half-time  and  relax  and  sightsee 
the  other  half.  Mr.  Schaeffer  says,  as 
they  move  from  wrarmer  southern  states 
in  winter  to  other  parts  of  the  country  as 
the  w’eather  warms. 

He  would  like  to  hear  from  other 
“retired  craftsmen  who  aren’t  too  tired 
to  serve  the  Lord  on  a  part-time  basis." 
He  may  be  reached  at:  509  N.  Walnut  St.. 
LeRov.  Ill.  61752. 


Ministry  continues  ...  aided  by  friends 

NASHVILLE  —  When  unusually  heavy  snowfall  made  it  difficult  for  the  Rev. 
Robert  Standhardt,  who  is  confined  to  a  wheelchair,  to  get  to  work  this  winter. • 
Michele  Stutz  and  friends  built  a  sled  with  fiberglass  runners.  Now  they  tow  him  the 
two  blocks  from  his  home  to  his  job  at  "The  Upper  Room"  prayer  center.  There  he  is 
coordinator  of  the  telephone  ministry  which  receives  hundreds  of  prayer  requests 
each  week  and  channels  them  to  nearly  200  covenant  groups  that  form  a  nationwide 
network  of  intercessory  prayer.  boardof  disci PI.eship  photo 

‘Roof-raising’  begins  for 
church’s  handicapped 

t  o  ha  ndica  pped  persons ; 

•  Lacking  an  adequate  theological, 
sociological  and  psychological 
understanding  of  handicapping 
conditions  as  they  affect  individuals  and 
entire  families. 

In  contrast,  the  task  force  endorsed: 

•  Placing  emphasis  on  abilities,  not 
disabilities; 

•  Planning  for  ministry  with 
handicapped  persons: 

•  Recognizing  each  person  as  unique 
and  of  equal  importance  before  God  and 
therefore  worthy  of  acceptance  and 
inclusion  in  the  church  and  society  ; 

•  Openness  to  self-determination  on 
the  part  of  handicapped  persons ; 

•  Efforts  to  learn  about  specific 
handicapping  conditions; 

•  Seeking  ways  to  be  advocates  for 
handicapped  persons; 

•  Providing  training  in  theological 
understanding  of  handicaps. 

The  task  force.which  came  into  being 
in  response  to  petitions  submitted  to  the 
1976  General  Conference,  hopes  at  later 
meetings  to  come  up  with  specific  pro¬ 
posals  for  the  General  Conference  of  1980. 


BV  M  ARGARET  L.  GOTHARD 
United  Methodist  Communications 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Inspired  by  a 
reading  from  Mark  2  (the  account  of  a 
person  being  lowered  through  the  roof) 
the  United  Methodist  Task  Force  on  the 
Church  and  Handicapped  Persons 
agreed  last  weekend  to  “raise  the  roof" 
of  the  church  on  behalf  of  these  persons 
and  their  needs. 

At  its  first  meeting  here  Feb.  17-18  the 
task  force  pointed  out  prevalent  attitudes 
which  need  this  "roof  raising” 
treatment: 

•  Seeing  handicapped  persons  as 
being  unable  to  contribute  and  hence  not 
worthy  of  concern  in  either  the  church  or 
society  as  a  whole  . 

•  Setting  up  programs  for 
handicapped  persons: 

•  Holding  limited  images  of  what 
makes  a  person  “acceptable"; 

•  Acting  in  paternalistic  and 
condescending  ways  toward 
handicapped  persons. 

•  Being  ignorant  regarding  the 
number  and  scope  of  existing  handicaps ; 

•  Expressing  apathy  and  indifference 
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For  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know 
ak?ut  UMC . . .  dial INFOSER  V 


Ethnic  ‘outsiders’  charged  with 
special  roles  in  God’s  work 


By  SHARON  MIEEKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASH  .  .lLE  —  Hidden  awav  in  an  old 
building  here  in  the  midst  of  ••country 
music  row"  is  a  "nerve-center"  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Sound  unlikely?  There  is  more 
Inside  the  old  place  are  "gray  mon¬ 
sters"  —  three  or  four  of  them  —  and  a 
green  machine"  with  no  moving  parts. 

Housed  here  is  INFOSERV  -  the 
telephone  information  call-in  service  of 
the  UMC  which  is  believed  to  have 
brought  together  more  up-to-date  facts 
and  rumors  about  the  church  in  one 
reference  system  than  is  located 
anywhere  else. 

INFOSERV  is  sort  of  the  quivalent  for 
United  Methodism  of  what  Cheyenne 
Mountain  ( underground  defense 
communications  center)  .  in  Colorado 
Springs.  Colo.,  is  for  the  U.S. 
government. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  difference, 
however,  is  that  INFOSERV  is 
accessible  by  telephone  to  every  United 
Methodist  member  by  dialing  a' toll-free 
WATS  number  <1-800-251-8140)  8  -  4  p.m. 
(Central  Time).  Members  in  Tennessee. 
Hawaii.  Alaska  and  Puerto  Rico  are 
invited  to  call  collect  (615  )  327-1951. 
Spanish  translators  are  on  stand-by. 

Since  its  startup  in  October  1974. 
INFOSERV  has  been  primarily 
available  to  "church  leaders.”  according 
to  director  Sam  Barefield.  Now 
averaging  about  110  calls  per  day.  he 
believes  the  staff  of  telephone 
consultants  can  handle  an  increase  of  up 
to  50  percent  more  calls. 

Consequently,  for  the  first  time. 
INFOSERV  is  advertising  its  availability 
to  every  member.  Mr.  Barefield  said  “no 
calls  were  ever  refused  before  but  the 
service  was  only  advertised  in  church 
leadership  publications,  etc.” 

He  believes  the  present  staff  of  10  part- 


By  SH  ARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  -  Knowing  what  it's  like 
to  be  on  the  outside  and  overlooked  may 
be  a  special  contribution  ethnic 
minorities  today  can  make  to  God’s 
work,  an  Asian-American  theologian  told 
120  United  Methodist  minority  persons 
here  for  training  in  Christian  education. 

Dr  Roy  Sano  said,  ‘For  us  as  ethnic 
minorities  in  American  society,  the  story 
of  Luke  says  the  one  of  Jesus’  intentions 
is  to  release  redemptive  processes 
through  those  who  have  known  what  it  is 
lijfe  to  be  on  the  outside  —  the  rejected 
ones,  the  Gentiles.  Samaritans,  the  poor 
and  the  women  "  Dr.  Sano  is  a  United 
Methodist  professor  of  theology  and 
Asian-American  ministries  at  the  Pacific 
School  of  Religion.  Berkeley.  Calif. 

Tracing  church  history,  he  pointed  out 
occasions  where  outsiders  have  set  loose 
new  redemptive  forces,  including 
"Methodism  which  was  formed  as  an 
arm  of  the  Anglican  church  to  release 
new  acts  of  salvation  through  new 
classes  of  industrial  workers,  coal 
miners,  small  farmers  and  others.” 

Dr.  Sano  called  on  the  church's 
minority  groups  to  use  their 
marginalized  status  creatively,  but 
cautioned  that  “just  because  we  are 
different,  or  were  overlooked  in  the  past, 
is  no  sure  guarantee  God  will  use  us.  All 
our  effort  will  come  to  naught  unless  the 


Classified 


KATE  30  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis- 
or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  iasertion 


DIRECTOR  -  Children  and  Youth  Agency. 
Tennessee  Conference  United  Methodist  Church. 
Masters  Degree  required  to  help  churches  plan  and 
develop  programs  for  children  and  vouth  Send 
resumes  by  March  10  to  Anita  I.  Booth  4162  Boh 
White  Drive  Nashville.  Tenn  .17218 


SMU  MINISTERS’  WEEK-78 

Full  set  of  lectures  ( 10)  on  cassette  tape 
S33.00  post  paid 

Orderfrom  CRS.  P.O.  Box  M0.  Dallas  TX  7S22I 


pool  of  leaders  and  curriculum  is  infused 
with  faith.” 

The  professor  said.  "We  need  to  scrape 
away  all  that  artificial  overlay  which 
buries  indigenous  faith  and  find  the 
unique  ethnic  expressions  of  the  work  of 
God  which  have  been  forming  " 

First  of  a  kind  session 

The  historic,  first  of  a  kind  training 
session  here  was  designed  to  meet  the 
shortage  of  Christian  education  leaders 
in  United  Methodism's  four  minority 
constituencies:  Native  American.  Asian 
American.  Hispanic  and  black. 

Teams  from  37  annual  conferences  - 
trained  here  are  expected  to  do  "back 
home”  training  workshops  to  enable 
Christian  education  in  minority 
congregations,  according  to  Afrie  Jove, 
Board  of  Discipleship  staff  coordinator  of 
the  event. 

About  half  of  the  120  participants  were 
pastors:  76  were  black.  21  Asian,  eight 
Native  American.  15  Hispanic  and  eight 
white  Costs  were  covered  by  funds  from 
the  missional  priority  to  strengthen 
minority  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences.  Ms.  Jove  reported 

Congratulates  church 

Dr.  Joe  Nash,  a  specialist  in  multi¬ 
ethnic  Christian  education  with  the 
National  Council  of  Churches, 
congratulated  the  UMC  as  the  first 
denomination  to  bring  together  its  ethnic 
leaders  for  such  training. 

Dr  Nash  told  them  bluntly  however, 
that  they  could  not  expect  the  UMC  or 
any  other  denomination  to  provide  a 
complete  line  of  curriculum  specialized 
for  each  minority  group.  “The  market 
just  isn’t  there  to  justify  a  cost  of  several 
million  dollars.”  He  urged  a  number  of 
alternatives  to  church  curriculum  which 
is  usually  written  for  the  white  middle 
class. 

One  alternative  is  to  “adapt”  the 
curriculum.  A  second  is  to  put  together  a 
“smorgasbord"  of  resources  drawing  on 
a  wide  range  of  denominational 
materials,  or  third,  “write  your  own." 


He  said  trained  leadership  is  critically 
needed  for  any  of  these  alternatives  to 
work. 

Major  hurdle 

A  major  hurdle  for  most  minority 
persons  in  using  church  curriculum  is 
that  they  are  not  oriented  to  written  or 
printed  communications,  according  to 
Ethel  Johnson,  a  member  of  the 
leadership  team  here  and  a  teacher  at 
Methodist  Theological  School.  Delaware. 
Ohio. 

At  the  same  time."however.  almost 
everyone  has  access  to  radio  and 
television.  She  suggested  that  one-page 
guides  for  teachers  to  use  in  discussing 
TV  shows  such  as  “Fat  Albert”  might  be 
of  concrete  help. 

Another  problem,  she  said,  is  that 
many  minority  churches  find  the  per 
pupil  cost  of  curriculum  prohibitive. 

“The  church  school  is  not  a  priority  in 
most  minority  church  budgets,"  said 
Earl  Wilson,  a  member  of  the  Tennessee 
Conference  program  staff.  “Most  are 
busy  supporting  the  pastor  and 
maintaining  their  building  They  feel 
they  can’t  afford  church  school 
materials,  much  less  paid  directors  of 
education.” 

Consequently,  motivating  volunteer 
church  school  workers  was  at  the  top  of 
the  list  of  concerns  for  meeting  planners. 
And  next  was  convincing  pastors  of  their 
key  role  in  local  church  school 
programming. 


P  olicy  taken 
from  Genesis 

WASHINGTON.  D  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
"centerpiece”  of  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Bob  Bergland’s  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  Joseph’s  “ever-normal 
granary.”  described  in  Genesis  41. 

Mr.  Berglr  nd  made  reference  to  the 
Old  Testament  advice  of  storing  grain 
during  years  of  plenty  to  ensure  an 
adequate  supply  during  “lean”  years 
in  an  address  to  Christian  educators 
here  recently. 

Asked  how  important  a  part  this 
ancient  policy  is  in  his  overall 
program  in  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  the  secretary,  an  active 
Lutheran  layman,  said  “a  central 
part  ." 

An  example  he  cited  is  his  “high 
priority"  plan  to  help  farmers  finance 
the  construction  of  granaries  to  store 
excess  grain  rather  than  sell  it.  Last 
year,  construction  of  such  facilities 
“broke  all  records.”  he  said,  with  a 
total  capacity  of  the  new  granaries 
being  350  million  bushels  (or  10 
million  tons). 

Queried  as  to  how  churches  and 
other  religious  groups  might  become 
more  involved  in  helping  alleviate  the 
problem  of  world  hunger,  the 
agriculture  secretary  said  they  could 
“provide  help  in  the  transfer  of 
technology,  teaching  poor  and 
illiterate  people  how  to  utilize  to  best 
advantage  the  meager  resources  they 
now  have.”  Church  people  could  do 
if.”  he  added,  "because  they  would  be 
trusted”  bv  people  in  developing 
countries. 


Book  review 


i Alone  yet  not  alone9 
claimed  message  of  hope 
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ESCORTED 

TOURS 


“Inside”  Alaska 

July  18  -  August  2 

Really  see  the  “inside”  of  Alaska!  We  visit 
Anchorage.  Mt.  McKinley  National  Park,  Fair¬ 
banks.  Juneau,  and  the  Alcan  Highway.  An¬ 
other  adventure  takes  us  to  Nome  and  Kotze¬ 
bue.  above  the  Arctic  Circle,  seeing  Eskimos 
in  their  real  environment.  Also,  an  invigorating 
4-day  cruise  along  the  Inside  Passage. 


UNITED 

METHODISTS 


Alaska 

August  3-22 

See  Alaska  and  the  Rockies  in  three  glorious 
weeks  by  surface,  visiting  Glacier  National 
Park,  Vancouver  and  Victoria  —  plus  a  7-day 
Cruise  on  the  famed  Inside  Passage.  See 
Juneau.  Glacier  Bay,  Skagway  and  Trail  of 
'98,  plus  the  Canadian  Rockies,  staying  at  the 
famed  resorts  of  Banff  Hotel  and  Chateau 
Lake  Louise. 


IT/ies«  lours  art  all  escorted  and  the  price  all-inclusive,  with  3  meals  a  day,  deluxe  and  first 

class  accommodations,  transportafion.  and  gratuities.  Enjoy  the  advantages  of  group  travel! 


Write: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL.  INC. 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 

Other  tour  folders  I  would  like  to 
receive  □  British  Isles 

□  Western  Parks  □  South  Pacific 
O  Around-Across-America  □  Hawaii 


Please  send  me  the  following  folder(s): 
□  Inside  Alaska  □  Alaska 

Name  _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City  &  State  _ -Zip _ 


“So  Now  You're  Alone”  by  Jo  Kimmel. 
The  Upper  Room.  1976,  64  pp.. 

paperback.  $1.25. 

By  J  ANNA  TULI,  STEED 

The  divorced  or  widowed  woman  will 
discover  in  this  little  volume  not  a 
comprehensive  guidebook  for  living  the 
single  life,  but  a  rich  source  book  on  how 
to  live  any  life  —  with  faith  in  God’s 
absolute  trustworthiness  and  care. 

And  she  will  meet  someone  who  has 
already  claimed  her  as  a  friend.  Jo 
Kimmel.  who  lost  her  36-year-old 
husband  in  a  plane  crash  and  was  left 
with  three  small  children  to  rear  alone 
Alone  and  yet  not  alone,  for  that  is  Mrs. 
Kimmel’s  message  of  hope: 

“Yet  whoever  and  wherever  you  are. 
you’re  not  alone.  There  is  one  who 
literally  stands  beside  you  unseen.  God 
will  never  leave  nor  forsake  you.  and  God 
alone  can  help  you  chart  vour  course  and 
make  your  journey  on  the  unknown  sea  of 
alonenessa  creative,  fulfilling  one.” 

Shortly  before  this  book  was  published. 
Mrs.  Kimmell  remarried,  but  there  is  no 
presupposition  here  that  remarriage  is  a 
“solution"  to  loneliness.  Instead.  Mrs. 
Kimmel  draws  on  her  10  years  of 
widowhood  and  the  experiences  of  many 
other  women  left  alone  to  deal  with  the 
problems  and  challenges  of  that  life 
situation 

There’s  great  sensitivity  here  to  the 
variety  of  feelings  faced  by  women  who 
lose  spouses  under  different 
circumstances,  particularly  widows  who 
had  unhappy  marriages,  and  Mrs. 
Kimmel  deals  with  the  difficult  topic  of 
sex  by  offering  without  judgment  the 
stories  of  several  women  and  the  ways 


they  dealt  with  their  need  for  physical 
love. 

Each  short  section  —  under  the  major 
headings  of  guilt  and  grief,  aloneness  and 
“get  it  together"  ends  with  a  prayer. 
Although  the  whole  book  can  be  read  in 
less  than  an  hour,  each  section  could  be 
used  devotionally  by  a  woman  facing  a 
particular  problem.  “Random  Medi¬ 
tations.”  the  final  chapter,  is  a  col¬ 
lection  of  prayers  that  suggest  how 
everything  from  failure  to  the 
excitement  of  a  new  relationship  can  be 
offered  to  God. 

Mrs.  Kimmel’s  sureness  of  faith  and 
occasional  excess  of  “positive  thinking" 
may  be  a  stumbling  block  to  those  who 
blame  God  for  their  aloneness  and  need 
to  offer  Him  their  anger  before  they  can 
turn  to  Him  in  trust.  I  wish  she  had 
included  that  possibility  in  her  chapter 
on  grief  and  left  the  advice  on 
appearance  to  the  women’s  magazines. 
And  in  writing  of  this  kind.  I  always  wish 
for  some  acknowledgement  that  God, 
even  in  His  presence,  sometimes  seems 
absent. 

But  I  have  the  feeling  that  if  I  talked 
with  Jo  Kimmel  about  these 
reservations,  she  would  understand,  and 
so  I  commend  her  and  her  book  to  my 
sisters  who  have  lost  a  husband  through 
death  or  divorce.  Those  to  whom  Jesus 
Christ  is  not  a  stranger  will  find  some 
specific  ways  of  discovering  how  He 
wants  to  befriend  them  in  lives  alone,  but 
not  lonely. 

Mrs.  Steed  is  a  " formerly  married" 
and  presently  is  enrolled  in  Yale  Divinity 
School.  New  Haven.  Conn. 


and  full-time  people  is  an  optimum  size 
to  keep  the  phones  covered,  do  follow-up 
research,  keep  information  files  up-to- 
date  and  generally  try  to  anticipate  what 
UMs  will  ask  next 

Motto  is  help  people 

The  motto  around  this  place  is  "to  help 
people  gel  the  information  they  need 
when  they  need  it."  Local  church  ieaders 
and  pastors  use  the  system  the  most,  the 
staff  has  discovered;  making  80  percent 
of  the  calls. 

Questions  come  in  from  almost  any 
area  and  on  any  topic.  Queries  have 
ranged  from  concern  over  what  to  wear 
to  a  church  occasion  to  a  request  for  the 
address  of  a  certain  British  Methodist 
church  in  London. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  unusual 
requests  came  from  the  Philadelphia 
Police  Department  wanting  help  locating 
the  owner  of  a  stolen  gold  watch 
engraved  with  the  name  of  a  United 
Methodist  church  school  class. 

During  Advent  season.  INFOSERV 
explained  why  the  third  Advent  candle  is 
pink  or  rose  to  several  callers.  The  pink 
is  a  sign  that  the  period  of  repentance  is 
coming  to  an  end;  the  dark  purple  is 
lightening  and  getting  closer  to  the  white 
of  the  Christmas  Christ  candle. 

Last  year  the  phone  rang  28.432  times 
during  daytime  hours  when  phone 
consultants  are  on  duty.  During  all  other 
hours,  callers  get  a  taped  news  report 
prepared  weekly  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

INFOSERV  staffers  say  they  are 
willing  to  take  on  any  request  —  with  the 
exception  of  doing  research  for  college  or 
graduate  students,  that  is.  They  also 
can’t  handle  personal  crisis  calls,  nor  are 
they  a  switchboard  for  free  calls  to 
Nashville-based  general  staff  persons. 

They  can  help  callers  find  out  who  can 
assist  with  specific  programs  or 


projects:  they  can  give  current  church 
news  and  check  out  both  facts  and 
rumors;  they  can  give  information  about 
ordering  resource  materials  and  help 
find  audiovisuals.  INFOSERV  can  tell 
about  programs  and  services  available 
from  the  boards  and  agencies  and  tell 
about  church  colleges  and  universities, 
their  loans  and  scholarships. 

Feeding  the  right  information  back  to 
the  caller  quickly  is  where  the  “gray 
monsters"  and  “the  green  machine" 
come  into  the  picture. 

On  each  desk  at  the  phone  consultant’s 
fingertips  is  a  "gray  monster"  — 
actually,  a  huge  collection  of  church  data 
callers  frequently  want. 

If  the  answer  isn’t  in  the  “gray 
monster."  the  consultant  goes  to  the 
masterfile  which  has  about  1.500  subject 
cards.  Each  contains  paragraphs  of 
information  which  can  be  read  directly  to 
the  caller  plus  suggesting  related 
resources  or  contact  persons. 

‘Green  machine’ 

The  master  file  cards  have  information 
expected  to  be  valuable  for  some  time, 
according  to  master  memory  Bruce 
Newman.  Each  card  also  refers  to  a  “V” 
section  in  the  verticle  file  (nicknamed 
“the  green  machine")  which  hds  related 
reference  materials  of  a  temporary  or 
changing  nature.  Sometimes  xerox 
copies  of  these  file  materials  are  sent  to 
meet  a  caller’s  request  for  additional 
information. 

Phone-supervisor  Woodley  McEachem 
said  that  installation  of  a  WATS  “call 
back"  line  has  become  a  great  asset.  She 
said  it  means  not  having  to  keep  people 
waiting  on  “hold"  while  answers  are 
located  for  complex  questions.  “We  can 
just  call  back." 

INFOSERV  has  received  enthusiastic 
support  and  cooperation  from  all  the 
church  agencies.  Mr.  Newman  said. 


Span  reader-spectrum, 
TM/UMR  editors  urged 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Church  newspaper  editors 
must  interpret  the  top  and  bottom  levels 
of  the  church  to  each  other,  a  prominent 
professor  of  journalism  told  34  United 
Methodist  editors  here  last  weekend. 

Dr.  DeWitt  Reddick,  professor 
emeritus  at  the  University  of  Texas. 
Austin,  addressed  the  fifth  annual 
seminar  for  editors  of  annual  conference 
editions  of  the  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

“The  editor  is  in  the  middle.”  Dr. 
Reddick  said,  and  advised  them  to  take 
hold  of  a  story  at  the  point  where  it 
concerns  their  readers.  “A  publication  is 
not  much  service  to  the  church  if  it  only 
speaks  for  the  administration.”  He  said 
“the  purple  at  the  top  will  either  ignore 
you  or  try  to  take  you  over.”  Dr.  Reddick 
challenged  the  editors  to  be  "sensitive  to 
the  upper  levels  but  to  hold  firm  to  your 
conviction  about  the  readers." 

For  the  second  year  guest  "evaluator" 
John  Lovelace,  a  professor  of  religious 
journalism,  supplied  extensive 
assessments  for  each  TM/UMR  edition. 
Overall,  he  praised  them  for  real 
improvements  in  the  appearance  of  their 
pages  during  the  past  year.  "The  papers 
just  look  better.”  he  said,  and  are  also 
more  consistent  in  reflecting  reader 
opinion  and  editorial  opinion  —  areas  he 
found  particularly  lacking  a  year  ago. 

Mr  Lovelace,  who  teaches  at 


Oklahoma  Baptist  University,  is  a 
former  editor  of  "Newscope”  and  All 
Church  Press  and  news  editor  of 
“Together”  magazine. 

Fourteen  new  conference  editors  were 
among  the  34  persons  in  addition  to  the 
paper’s  Dallas  staff,  who  attended  the 
TM/UMR  -  sponsored  event. 

The  new  editors  or  their 
representatives  (along  with  their 
conference  editions)  were:  Bettie  Story, 
Central  Illinois:  Jan  Rhinefort,  Central 
Texas:  Russell  Dilley.  Northland  South 
Dakota  Area;  Cheryl  Stewart, 
circulation  director.  Eastern 
Pennsylvania;  Karen  Sexton.  Kansas 
East:  Karen  Newell  Young,  Southern 
New  England:  William  H.  Harris. 
Southwest  Texas:  Marty  Dillon, 
managihg  editor.  Southwest  Texas; 
Beverly  Robberson.  circulation  director. 
Southwest  Texas;  Don  Small,  Tennessee; 
Mary  Johnson,  Texas;  Charles  Biedka, 
Western  Pennsylvania;  and  Florence 
Williams  and  JoAnn  McNaught,  Okla¬ 
homa. 

New  conferences  which  have  joined  the 
TM/UMR  network  with  editions  in  the 
past  year  are  Oklahoma,  Central  Illinois, 
Southern  New  England  and  the  Dakotas 
Area  Thirty-nine  annual  conferences 
are  now  served  by  35  conference  editions 
of  the  newspaper  as  their  weekly  news 
medium. 


A  vision  of  the  gospel  so 
splendidly  original,  only  Frederick 
Buechner  could  have  written  it. 
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An  acclaimed  novelist  and  occasional  preacher  Introduces 
a  gospel  that  reflects  itself  in  the  lives  we  live  every  day. 

A  gospel  continually  renewing  itself  as  we  come  to  terms 
with  our  own  human  tragedy,  comedy,  and  fairy-tale 
hope.  A  gospel  in  which  Abraham  and  Pilate  are  faces  on 
the  street  today.  In  short,  a  gospel  that,  once  found,  can 
never  be  forgotten.  A  book  about  the  Bible  and  about 
our  lives.  Jelling  the  Jruth  bears  the  special  gift  of 
illuminating  both."Marvelous.” — Madeleine  C Engle 
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$5.95  at  bookstores 


A  place  for  ‘ inner  healing'’ 


Evangelist  buys  mountain  haven 
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Ruth  Carter  Sta¬ 
pleton.  President 
Jimmy  Carter’s 
evangelist  sister, 
talks  about  the  new 
facility  which  will 
serve  as  world  head¬ 
quarters  for  her 
Gospel-spreading 
ministry,  Behold, 
Inc.,  here  at  Barton- 
ville,  Tex. 


Secularism  gains  noted 
in  western  part  of  U.S. 


ALHAMBRA.  Calif.  <RNS>  Secular 
culture  and  non-Christian  religions  are 
gaining  increasing  strength  in  the 
western  states,  according  to  speakers  at 
a  conference  here. 

“Protestantism,  when  moving  West, 
pooped  out  somewhere  in  Oklahoma." 
said  Dr.  John  B.  Orr  of  Los  Angeles, 
director  of  the  School  of  Religion  at  the 
University  of  California. 

He  told  clergy  of  the  Christian  Church 
( Disciples  of  Christ)  from  Arizona. 
California  and  Nevada  that  the  western 
states  have  never  been  as  religious  as 
other  regions  of  the  U.S. 

"Western  society  is  characterized  by 
the  ‘cult  of  the  experience'  in  which  good, 
open,  beautiful  experience  is  the  highest 
good  persons  can  achieve."  said  Dr.  Orr. 
keynote  speaker  at  the  session  on 
ministry  in  a  secular  culture. 

“We  are  living."  he  said,  “in  an 
eclectic  society  in  which  we  are  much 
less  concerned  about  our  children 
experiencing  other  religions." 

Among  the  remedies  suggested  by  Dr. 
Orr  were  more  enthusiastic  worship,  a 
stronger  pastoral  role,  building  a  sense 
of  community  or  “at  home-ness." 


learning  to  use  the  mass  media,  and 
serious  moves  toward  racial  integration 
of  congregations 

Dr.  Orr  also  referred  to  the  “valuable 
ministries  of  compassion"  performed  by 
the  social  service  activities  of  churches 
in  a  society  where  “the  simplest  human 
services  are  terribly  expensive." 

Dr.  Dennis  R.  Savage  of  Whittier. 
Calif  .  pastor  of  First  Christian  Church, 
said  Disciples  membership  has  dropped 
in  Arizona.  California  and  Nevada  — 
despite  general  population  growl h  in 
those  states. 

He  suggested  five  steps  to  renewal: 
stop  self-criticism  which  destroys;  talk 
about  the  vision  of  God:  stress  the 
“ongoingness"  of  the  church:  establish 
an  identity,  and  discuss  controversial 
issues. 

Dr  Ronald  E  Osborn,  a  professor  at 
the  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont. 
Calif  .  said  the  “cult  of  self-indulgence" 
pervades  western  life.  He  warned  that 
“unless  something  changes  there  is  no 
future  for  the  Christian  community  on 
the  Pacific  Slope  at  least  for 
Disciples." 


In  interfaith  talks 


r  Difference  seen  between 
witness,  proselytizing 


WASHINGTON.  D  C.  (RNS)  -  Dr, 
Jimmy  Allen,  president  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  has  made  a 
distinction  between  proselytizing  and 
witnessing  as  means  of  outreach  efforts 
by  Christians. 

In  a  conversation  with  Rabbi  Marc  H. 
Tanenbaum.  national  director  for 
interreligious  affairs  of  the  American 
Jewish  Committee.  Dr.  Allen  said.  “The 
proselytizing  is  an  effort  to  get  somebody 
to  agree  with  your  arguments  and  join 
your  organization  and  to  abandon  his. 
Now  witnessing  is  coming  to  say.  'This  is 
my  experience  with  the  Father.  He  is  at 
work  in  every  way  that  he  can  to  draw  us 
into  a  relationship  with  Him.'  " 

Rabbi  Tanenbaum  commented.  “We 
understand  the  distinction  between 
proselytizing,  mission  and  witness.  Jew's 
witness.  They  don’t  like  to  use  the  word 
because  you've  got  the  monopoly  on  it. 

“But  we’ve  had  something  to  do  with 
that  from  the  beginning  —  the  way  you 
live  your  life,  the  way  in  w'hich  you  live 
your  commitment  to  the  biblical 
tradition,  its  values  and  ideals,  the  fact 


that  you  demonstrate  what  makes  a 
difference  in  the  kind  of  person  you  are 
and  the  quality  of  life  you're  seeking  to 
create  for  yourself,  your  family,  your 
neighbors  that’s  witnessing."  he  said. 

The  conversation,  which  was  held  at 
First  Baptist  Church  here,  where 
President  Carter  frequently  worships, 
was  taped  and  broadcast  later  on  the 
ABC  News  series.  “Directions." 

Rabbi  Tanenbaum  explained  that 
Jewish  leaders  and  organizations  are 
concerned  about  the  Jews  for  Jesus 
movement  because  “they  present 
themselves  to  Jewish  young  people  as 
another  sect  of  Judaism  and  they  use 
Jewish  observances  Well,  that’s  a 
deception  and  a  fraud.  They  are  not  just 
a  Jew'ishsect." 

Dr.  Allen  said  that  Southern  Baptists 
are  “intensely  evangelistic  and 
missionary  without  any  kind  of  apology. 
But  at  the  same  time  we  come  to  do  the 
witness.  We  come  unapologeticallv  as 
missionaries  to  bear  that  witness,  but  not 
as  manipulators  to  make  you  accept  our 
proselytizing  an  organization." 


mister  shares  pulpit  w  ith  puppet 

GORLESTON.  England  —  The  Rev.  Colin  Cooper,  of  St.  Andrews  Church  here, 
shares  his  pulpit  these  days  with  “Charlie,  an  outspoken  puppet."  He  said  his  idea  to 
use  a  ventriloquist's  dummy  was  successful  because  it  enables  him  to  make 
comments  through  "Charlie"  which  might  be  thought  outrageous  if  he  made  them 
directly. 

Since  “Charlie"  teamed  up  with  Mr.  Cooper,  church  attendance  has  doubled. 
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Bv  HELEN  PARMLEY 

RARTONVILLE.  Tex  (RNS)  -  II  was 
a  foggy,  dreary  day.  and  the  three 
women  sat  around  an  old  wooden  crate, 
sipping  coffee,  talking  and  laughing  as 
they  watched  the  damp  mist  trickle  down 
the  huge  picture  window  overlooking 
Denton  County. 

It  would  have  been  a  typical  early 
morning  scene  in  the  sleepy  town  of 
Bartonville  except  for  three  things. 
There  was  not  a  stick  of  furniture  in  the 
rambling  5-bedroom.  4-bath  home,  there 
was  no  pick-up  truck  in  the  driveway  and 
one  of  the  women  there  is  the  sister  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States 

Late  last  year.  Ruth  Carter  Stapleton. 
President  Carter's  evangelist  sister,  and 
her  veterinarian  husband.  Dr  Robert 
Stapleton,  bought  this  sprawling  North 
Texas  sanctuary  as  world  headquarters 
for  her  Gospel-spreading  ministry. 
Behold.  Inc.  Bartonville.  with  a 
population  of  163.  may  be  a  far  cry  from 
the  White  House  in  Washington.  D  C.,  but 
it  is  just  a  hoot  and  a  holler  from  the 
Dallas/Fort  Worth  Airport,  an  important 
factor  in  Mrs.  Stapleton’s  decision  to 
settle  here 

“When  I  was  looking  for  a  location  for 
my  headquarters."  she  said  in  an 
interview'.  “I  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  find 
me  a  place  near  an  airport,  with  a 
mountain,  some  water  and  lots  of  trees. 

“We  are  just  25  minutes  from  the 
airport,  and  two-and-a-half  hours  from 
both  coasts.  There  are  two  ponds  on  the 
land  and  hundreds  of  trees  And.  this  is 
probably  the  highest  hill  in  North  Texas, 
so  I  call  it  my  small  mountain." 

Mrs.  Stapieton  has  named  her  30-acre 
mountaintop  Holovita  ("Whole  Life"). 
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and  plans  to  convert  it  into  a  creative 
haven  for  those  seeking  inner  healing,  a 
process  of  "emotional  reconstruction, 
experienced  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit." 

Besides  healing  retreats  and  personal 
counseling.  Mrs.  Stapleton  said  Holovita 
w  ill  also  serve  as  a  training  center  "I  do 
not  want  to  have  a  one-man  ministry, "  she 
said  “T  will  train  teams  to  go  out  and 
minister.  Christ  does  heal,  physically, 
emotionally  and  spiritually  He  said. 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God.  who  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world.'  That  is  a 
pretty  comprehensive  message  " 

Mrs.  Stapleton  alluded  to  people  she 
had  counseled  “whose  names  you  would 
know”  and  others  as  famous  who  would 
be  coming  to  Texas  for  healing  retreats. 
But  she  insists  these  names  are  private 
and  that  she  w'ould  go  to  any  length  to 
keep  them  that  way. 

No  secret  about  ‘porn  king’ 

There  was  no  secrecy,  however,  when 
last  November,  porn  king  Larrv  Flvnt. 
publisher  of  “Hustler"  magazine,  had  a 
born-again  religious  conversion  and 
announced  to  the  world  that  Ruth  Carter 
Stapleton  had  guided  him  to  his 
Damascus  experience 

"I  never  dreamed  I  was  doing  anything 
more  than  sharing  the  Gospel  with 
Larry."  Mrs.  Stapleton  recalled  "I 
didn't  go  to  Larry  to  try  to  convert  him 
In  fact,  we  didn't  really  want  to  see  each 
other.  I  knew  he  wasn’t  going  to  convince 
me  pornography  is  right,  and  I  don’t  go 
around  telling  people  what  they  are  doing 
is  wrong,  I  am  not  a  religious  fanatic. 

"But  a  mutual  friend  insisted  upon 
bringing  us  together.  Larry,  for  a  long 
time,  has  been  committed  to  child-person 
problems,  and  I  met  with  him  to  discuss 
child  abuse  and  the  resulting 
psychological  damage." 

‘Convince  me  it  hurts’ 

The  evangelist  said  Mr.  Flvnt  greeted 
her  by  saying.  “Convince  me  it 
(“Hustler”)  hurts  rather  than  helps 
people  and  I’ll  close  it  down." 

She  said.  “When  I  explained  that  I 
believe  pornography  damages  people 
psychologically,  he  said  he  never  thought 
about  that."  Mrs.  Stapleton  then  told 
about  Mr  Flynt’s  conversion  which 
spread  over  several  days  as  he  insisted 
on  transporting  her.  along  with  his  wife, 
to  the  evangelist’s  speaking 
engagements  in  Houston.  San  Antonio. 
Dallas.  Ohio  and  Denver. 

In  the  process,  she  said.  “He  confessed 
everything  in  his  life  By  the  time  we  hit 
Alamosa  (Colo.)  he  was  wrung  out.  and 
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Stars  host  I  V  series  to  help  children  s  workers 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  United  Methodist  Jane  Javroe,  a  former  Miss  America, 
joins  media  star  Art  Linkletter  to  host  a  12-week  series  premiering  on  Oklahoma's 
public  television  network  this  month.  Sponsored  by  tfi  educational  and  religious 
groups  —  including  the  United  Methodist  Church  —  the  series  is  entitled  "The  Other 
School  System"  and  will  help  volunteer  persons  who  work  with  children  in  grades 
one  to  six  deal  with  ethical  and  moral  values.  A  number  of  UM  churches  in  the  state 
have  participated  in  workshops  designed  to  relate  their  church  school  teachers  to 
the  pilot  series.  coma  photo 


Ms.  Stapleton 
gazes  out  at  part 
of  her  30-acre  moun¬ 
taintop  Holovita 
(“Whole  Life’’) 
which  she  plans  to 
convert  into  a 
creative  haven  for 
those  seeking  inner 
healing,  a  process 
of  “emotional 
reconstruction,  ex¬ 
perienced  under 
the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit." 


time.  Show  me  again  where  all  my  sins 
are  forgiven,  where  I’ll  be  cleansed’." 

In  the  next  few  minutes,  she  said.  Mr. 
Flvnt  experienced  a  charismatic 
baptism,  including  the  gift  of  tongue 
speaking,  and  she  said.  “He  thought  he 
was  dying.  It  was  a  traumatic  experience 
and  even  the  pilot  on  the  plane  was 
affected  " 

Mr  Flvnt  accompanied  Mrs.  Stapleton 
to  her  evangelistic  meeting  in  Alamosa, 
and  when  she  finished  speaking,  she 
asked  Flvnt.  who  was  sitting  in  the  back 
of  the  auditorium,  if  he  would  like  to  say 
a  few  words. 

"He  came  up  on  the  platform."  she 
said,  "and  suddenly  realized  he  was 
wearing  a  leather  jacket  and  a  Hustler  T- 
shirt 

"At' first  he  was  embarrassed,  but  then 
he  said  Jesus  doesn't  care  what  we  wear, 
just  what  is  in  our  heart,  and  he  talked  to 
the  group." 

The  evangelist  said  there  is  no  doubt  in 
her  mind  that  the  conversion  was  real, 
but  said  she  has  no  way  to  anticipate 
what  Mr.  Flvnt  might  do 

“I  am  not  his  keeper  or  spiritual 
advisor.  People  tell  me  they  have  a 
problem  and  want  to  solve  it.  I  do  not  tell 


people  they  have  a  problem  and  they 
have  to  change 

"I  want  Larry  to  understand  the 
teachings  of  Christ  I  could  be  totally 
manipulative  I  could  give  tremendous 
advice  But  to  be  real,  it's  got  to  come 
from  him.  When  we  get  together,  we  talk 
about  Jesus." 

Mrs.  Stapleton  has  already  started  her 
ministry  in  Texas.  She  talked  about 
retreats  where  60  people  sat  on  the  floor 
to  eat  and  slept  on  air  mattresses.  She 
has  ordered  “informal"  furnishings,  and 
many  things  are  being  donated  by  people 
interested  in  her  ministry. 

"We  take  anything."  she  quipped.  “We 
don't  plan  any  big  fund  drives  We  just 
depend  on  the  Lord  to  provide  Someone 
brought  us  a  juice  squeezer  and  another 
person  gave  us  a  video  tape  recorder  to 
use  in  the  ministry.  We  are  also  using 
volunteer  help  We  have  some,  and  need 
more." 

Dr.  Stapleton  and  the  couple's  four 
grown  children  continue  to  live  in  the 
family’s  home  in  Fayetteville.  N.C  .  and 
see  each  other  whenever  possible. 

Ms.  Parmley.  staff  writer  for  the 
Dallas  Morning  News,  provided  this 
article  for  Religious  News  Service. 


Gift  is  largest  in  UM  relief 
agency’s  37-year  history 


NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  has 
received  the  largest  gift  of  its  37-year 
history,  thanks  to  an  anonymous  United 
Methodist  family  in  northern  Virginia. 

The  first  $576,000  in  what  is  expected  to 
be  more  than  $1  million  was  handed 
January  6  by  heirs  of  the  family  to  the 
Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  associate  general 
secretary  of  UMCOR.  Under  terms  of  the- 
will,  UMCOR  will  invest  the  money  in  the 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
(UMDF).  The  interest  will  be  used  —  as 
it  comes  in  —  in  UMCOR’s  fight  against 
world  hunger.  _ 

“We  will  use  the  interest  in  emergency 
hunger  programs  as  they  arise,” 
explained  Dr.  Haines. 

The  total  amount  of  the  bequest  can’t 
be  determined  at  this  time,  as  the  estate 
is  being  settled.  But  Dr.  Haines  believes 
the  final  settlement  will  be  well  over  a 
million  dollars.  As  the  current  UMDF 
interest  rate  is  6.5  percent,  the  amount 
available  from  a  million  dollars  would  be 
$65,000  a  year.  At  the  end  of  50  years,  the 
principal  will  revert  to  UMCOR. 

The  Rev  Ralph  E  Spoor  Jr..  UMDF’s 
executive  secretary,  explained  that 
UMDF  will  use  the  new  money  to  finance 
the  first  mortgages  for  the  building  of 
new  churches,  or  expanding,  remodeling 
or  relocating  older  churches.  As  of  last 
December  UMDF  had  loaned  over  $36 
million  to  UM  churches. 

“This  is  not  only  the  largest  single  gift 
that  UMCOR  has  received."  Dr.  Haines 
commented,  “but  it  also  came  under 
circumstances  similar  to  our  second 
largest  gift  That  gift,  of  some  $500,000. 


was  also  given  anonymously,  and  like  the 
new  gift  came  after  the  donor  had 
carried  out  a  very  intensive  investigation 
of  UMCOR  "Dr  Haines  said  both  donors 
had  praised  the  low  operating  costs  of  the 
United  Methodist  relief  agency.  In  1976 
the  cost  of  administering  UMCOR's 
nearly  $10  million  income  was  only  3.6 
percent,  compared  to  the  10  to  15  percent 
common  to  other  relief  agencies. 

Dr  Haines  said  the  family  of  the 
donors  wanted  the  gift  to  remain 
anonymous,  but  disclosed  that  it  came 
from  “a  life-time  United  Methodist 
layman  and  his  wife  involved  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  Northern  Virginia." 
The  couple  had  also  made  earlier  and 
substantial  donations  to  UMCOR.  but  in 
making  their  will,  had  wanted  to  help  in 
church  development  and  world  hunger 

|  Poem  of  the  Week  >j 

Recipe 

By  POLLYANNA  SEDZIOl, 

If  you  would  live  successfully 
you  must  not  live  resentfully 
forgetting  that  the  others 
are  one  with  you  —  your  brothers 

Aggravation,  indignation, 
consternation,  all 
do  nothing  but  contribute 
to  an  anguished  cup  of  gall 

Joy  is  lightly  held  in  trust 
and  given  overflowing 
to  those  who  meet  life  without  lust 
and  cultivate  creative  growing. 


Judg;e  opens 
court  session 
with  prayer 

ASHEVILLE.  N.C.  (RNS)  -  After 
inviting  those  who  didn't  wish  to  stand  in 
prayer  to  step  outside,  a  Superior  Court 
judge  opened  a  court  session  here  with  a 
prayer. 

Judge  William  Z.  Wood  said  he  doesn’t 
believe  the  U.S.  Constitution  prohibits 
prayer  in  the  public  schools  any  more 
than  it  does  in  court,  despite  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  rulings  to  the  contrary 

Assigned  to  preside  over  court  here  for 
a  few  weeks.  Judge  Wood  said  it  would  be 
his  practice  to  open  sessions  with  a 
prayer  He  invited  those  not  wishing  to 
participate  to  step  outside  while  the 
prayer  was  recited  No  one  left  the 
courtroom 

Only  once  in  his  experience  has  his 
prayer  been  protested,  he  said,  and  then 
by  a  minister  Judge  Wood  said  that  so 
long  as  a  person  need  not  participate, 
and  may  leave  the  room  while  the  prayer 
is  said,  he  may  legally  open  court  with 
prayer.  He  expressed  belief  that  a  public 
school  teacher  would  enjoy  the  same 
privilege. 

In  opening  the  court  term  here,  the 
judge  used  what  was  described  as  a 
Masonic  prayer.  Usually,  he  said,  he 
uses  a  prayer  believed  to  have  been 
written  by  Thomas  Jefferson, 


:■  ‘Dear  Deborah’ 


Should  readers  squeal  on  Deborah  ? 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  One  year  ago 
TM/UMR  inaugurated  this  column 
for  this  page.  It  remains  the  only 
regular  column  appearing  each  week 
in  the  newspaper.  The  response  to 
“Dear  Deborah”  prompts  us  to  say 
"Happy  Birthday.  Deborah"  and  to 
thank  our  many  readers  who  write  for 
counsel  or  to  react  to  the  advice  given 
another  person  by  “Deborah." 

Dear  Readers: 

Occasionally  someone  gets  irked  at 
the  anonymity  of  this  column.  The 
editor  of  the  Bay  View  District  page 
for  the  California  Nevada  Conference 
asked  his  readers  to  identify  Deborah 
This  is  one  response  we  received. 

Dear  Deborah: 

So  the  editor  is  offering  a  free  year's 
subscription  to  the  paper  to  anyone 
who  will  squeal  on  you!  I  wonder  why 
he  is  so  anxious  to  know  who  you  are! 
I  feel  that  readers  will  open  up  their 
hearts  much  more  freely  to  our 
anonymous  Deborah  than  to  a 
" Deborah "  who  would  then  spring 
into  being  as  a  "Mrs  B.  J.  Jones."  or 
whatever. 

That's  our  nature.  Perhaps  we  feel 
a  bit  like  one  who  gazes  into  a  crvstal 
ball  looking  for  on  answer.  So  why  not 
let  us?  I  feel  it  is  "anonymity  and  all 
that  stuff"  (as  he  put  it)  that  makes 


such  a  column  a  success  What  is  your 
thinking.  Deborah ?  In  addition  to  the 
probability  sof  receiving  fewer  letters. 
might  it  not  be  that  you  would  also 
lose  the  challenge  of  occasional 
disagreements  with  your  responses ? 
Wouldn’t  it  be  chicken  for  someone  to 
disagree  with  Mrs.  B.  J  Jones  and 
not.  in  return,  cast  off  anonymitv  and 
SIGN  HIS  OWN  NAME?  How  long, 
then  would  the  column  last?  It's  great 
as  it  is! 

Sincerely.  A.N.M. 

Dear  A.N.M. : 

I  opted  obviously  for  anonymity  for 
many  of  the  reasons  you  suggest.  But 
if  this  is  bothersome  to  many  more 
than  it  consoles,  then  the  secret 
probably  is  not  worth  keeping.  We 
shall  see. 

Dear  Deborah: 

Why  don't  the  ministers  and  choirs 
sing  the  old  favorite  hymns  any 
more?  Our  congregation  is  small  and 
we  do  not  sing  well  primarily  because 
we  never  know  the  hymns  The  choir, 
too.  sings  anthems  no  one  has  ever 
heard  before.  I  like  to  sing  out  and  I 
like  to  hear  others  sing  out  but  it  looks 
like  it  will  never  happen  here. 

Frustrated  Singer 
Dear  Frustrated  Singer: 

Got  to  wondering  about  the  old 


favorite  hymns  —  what  are  they?  It 
would  depend,  it  seems  to  me.  on  your 
age.  where  you  were  brought  up  <  part 
of  the  country),  as  well  as  your  own 
preferences.  Could  there  ever  be  a 
consensus  on  this?  I  doubt  it.  One  can 
sing  “Amazing  Grace"  just  so  many 
times!  I  have  nothing  against  singing 
hymns  people  know  when  a  consensus 
can  be  reached.  But  how  about 
contemporary  hymn  writers9  Are 
they  never  to  be  heard9 

Of  course  the  same  is  true  for  the 
anthems.  Church  musicians  would 
find  little  reason  or  inspiration  to 
create  new  music  to  the  Lord  if  the 
same  few  favorites  were  to  be 
repeated  in  all  churches  forever 
Perhaps  some  kind  of  middle  ground 
could  be  negotiated  where  at  least  one 
of  the  hymns  each  Sunday  would  be 
"new"  to  the  congregation?  Perhaps 
some  help  in  the  learning  of  a  new 
hymn  could  be  given  in  the  15  minutes 
or  so  before  the  service  begins.  This 
ploy  might  even  get  more  people  in 
their  seats  before  the  service  begins 

Readers  are  invited  to  write, 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith 
and  life.  Write.  " Dear  Deborah," 
P.O.  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Tex.  75221. 
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Legal  and 
legislative 
action 


Ken  Ward 

Associate  Executive  Director 

Ken  Ward  of  the  Legal  and  Legislative 
Division  continues  to  assist  the  local 
churches  and  communities  all  over  the 
state  Together  they  are  exercising 
provisions  provided  bv  state  law  to  rid 
their  community  of  beverage  alcohol,  the 
No.  1  drug  problem  in  Louisiana  and 
America.  But  many  people  are  unaware 
that  there  is  something  they  can  do  about 
the  sale  of  all  beverage  alcohol  in  their 
community.  To  be  up-to-date  contact  Mr 
Ward  at  our  Baton  Rouge  office. 

Interim  hearings  which  relate  to  moral 
issues  are  convening  at  the  Legislature 
Mr  Ward  will  continue  to  represent 
Christian  people  in  these  hearings  which 
are  a  prelude  to  the  next  regular  session 
beginning  April  17.  1978.  Be  aware  that 
the  strongest  drive  yet  to  further  legalize 
gambling  and  to  lessen  the  penalty  for 
drug  abuse  will  be  some  of  the  key  issues 
as  we  prepare  for  this  Session. 


Appreciation 
for  Budgetary 

The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  is  very  grateful  for  those 
pastors  and  churches  that  were  able  to 
respond  to  our  request  for  their 
budgetary  consideration  of  us  for  this 
year  1978.  We  feel  that,  based  upon 
responses  in  hand,  we  have  benefited  in 
at  least  three  ways. 

1)  There  has  been  personal  contact 
which  will  enrich  LMCF  programing  for 
the  future  as  we  more  nearly  represent 
you  in  our  areas  of  concern. 

2)  An  emerging  trend  in  giving 
relationships  has  been  established,  and 

3)  Your  continuing  responses,  even 
now.  would  be  gratefully  received  to  help 
us  implement  one  and  two  above 

As  one  who  has  been  able  to  witness  the 
new  transitional  program  of  LMCF.  vour 
investment  in  this  direction  certainly 
enhances  the  work  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  LMCF  Giving  Formula 
Annual  Sustaining  Level 
$1 .00  per  resident  member 
Annual  Supporting  Level 
$0.50  per  resident  member 
Annual  Contributing  Level 
Any  amount  given 

LCMF  appearances 
sought 

LMCF  covets  the  opportunity  to 
appear  before  such  groups  or  for  such 
occasions  as  Pastor  Groups.  United 
Methodist  Women  (District  and  local). 
Sunday  School  Class(es) .  Church  Cluster 
Groups.  United  Methodist  Men.  Christian 
Concerns.  Church  Worship.  Study 
Groups  and  others  that  are  similar.  Your 
help  in  making  some  of  these  a  reality 
would  prove  very  helpful.  There  is  also  a 
basic  brochure  we  would  be  happy  to 
mail  to  you  upon  request. 


Executive  director  in 
evangelistic  emphasis 


Division  of  promotion 


Mark  Tullos 
Executive  Director 


Mark  A.  Tullos.  who  achieved  national 
note  working  with  the  Foundation’s 
Educational  Teams  for  several  years 
prior  to  assuming  the  executive 
directorship  of  LMCF  two  years  ago,  was 
invited  by  Dr.  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  the 
minister  of  the  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  to 
share  in  their  revival  meeting  February 
12-15,  where  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Resident  Bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  Area,  was  the  preacher. 

Bishop  Shamblin,  who  has  authored  the 
book.  Life  Comes  As  Choice,  challenged 
Ruston  and  Lincoln  Parish  during  these 


days  of  the  trenchant  presentation  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  theme  for  the  revival  was:  Life 
Concerns  and  the  Gospel.  In  this 
connection  Mr.  Tullos  worked  with 
children  grades  1-6  each  evening  before 
the  services  as  well  as  with  the  several 
choirs  involved  and  leading  in  the 
singing. 

Dr.  Merrill  was  pleased  for  Trinity  to 
command  such  a  team  -  Bishop  Shamblin 
and  Mr.  Tullos  -  while  LMCF  is  pleased  to 
be  making  such  a  contribution  to  a  strong 
supporting  agency. 


We  greet  you  this  year  of  1978  with  an 
official  Communique  that  will  be  coming 
out  periodically  in  the  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST  We  have 
received  many  calls  from  people 
throughout  Louisiana  concerning  the 
expansion  of  the  ministry  of  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation. 

First  of  all  let  me  say  that  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  stands  to 
represent  not  an  organization  but  an 
organism  that  can  help  provide  Christian 
solutions  to  the  moral  and  social 
problems  of  our  day. 

Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 
is  a  living  arm  not  only  of  the  organized 
church  but  a  vehicle  that  is  giving  a 
consistent  program  for  the  public  and 
private  schools,  civic  clubs,  local  options 
and  other  activities. 

When  I  addressed  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  May  of  1977.  I 
revealed  the  Four  Phase  Program  of 
Expansion. 

Phase  I  —  Expand  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  include  in  its  organization 
six  committees  to  discern,  delegate  and 
implement  the  policies  and  work  of 
LMCF.  Committees  are:  Church.  Legal 
and  Legislative.  Education.  Funding  and 
Finance.  Public  Relations  and  Family 
Life. 

There  will  be  a  chairperson  and  six 
members  on  each  committee. 

Phase  II  —  Objective:  Enlistment  of 


What  LMCF  is 

A  Religious  and  Educational 
Foundation  organized  in  1942:  non- 
denominational.  supported  by 
individuals  and  churches  of  many  faiths: 
and  tax  exempt  for  those  who  wish  to 
make  contributions. 

Objectives  of  LMCF  -  To  enlist  and 
assist  those  who  desire  and  will  work  to 
provide  a  healthy  moral  climate  for  our 
State  and  Nation:  to  educate  youth  and 
adult  alike  in  the  inherent  dangers  to  be 
found  in  alcohol  and  drug  abuse;  to 
promote  a  positive  moral  life  style 
among  the  youth  of  our  state:  to  assist 
the  citizen  and  elected  official  alike  in 
their  commitment  to  good  government: 
to  keep  the  citizen  and  elected  official 
informed  as  to  possible  influence  of 
present  or  pending  legislation  upon  the 
moral  climate  of  our  state:  and  to  offer 
Christian  solutions  to  the  moral 
problems  of  our  day. 

Divisions  of  LMCF  (Legal  and 
Legislative)  —  Provides  legal  counsel 
and  information  in  response  to  questions 
from  churches,  citizens,  and  elected 
officials,  concerning  issues  of  a  moral 
and/or  a  civic  nature,  researches 


•  •• 

information  for  elected  officials  and 
individuals  concerning  proposed 
legislation:  observes  and  evaluates  the 
performance  and  positions  of  elected 
officials  concerning  moral  issues:  and 
gives  information  and  direction  for 
individuals  who  seek  to  influence  the 
affairs  of  government. 

Educational  —  Provides  educational 
and  entertaining  programs  in  Louisiana 
schools;  affords  to  members  of  the 
community  factual  information 
concerning  the  current  drug  and  alcohol 
problem  in  Louisiana,  presents 
programs  for  the  churches  of  the  state  to 
enrich  and  stimulate  their  young  people 
through  retreats,  weekend  services, 
and/or  seminars:  and  creates  an  avenue 
for  talented  young  musicians  to  grow 
toward  a  successful  career  of  service  in 
the  field  of  music  and  drama . 

Promotional  —  Undergirds  and 
extends  the  various  ministries  which 
LMCF  offers:  promotes  LMCF  through 
the  various  media  and  institutions  such 
as  churches  and  schools:  and  opens  new 
sources  of  funding  through  individuals 
and  institutions 


Division  of  Education 

Spring;  Tour  Schedule 

February.  Marrli 


February: 

1  -Elizabeth  High  School 
1  -Oakdale  High  School 
2-Reeves  High  School 

2- Indian  Village  Baptist  Church. 
Kinder 

3- Kinder  High  School 
3-Oberlin  High  School 

4-18-Schools  in  Southwest  Texas 

19-Mooringsport  Methodist  Rev. 
Grove 

19- Grevwood  Baptist  Church,  Keith- 

ville 

20- Greywood  Christian  School,  Keith- 
ville 

21 - Stanley  High  School 

21 - Converse  High  School 

21  -Converse  Elementary  School 

22- Pelican  High  School 

23- Atlanta  Elementary’  School 

23- Atlanta  High  School 

24- Simmsboro  High  School 


Wayne  Watson 
Coordinator 
Education  Division 


24-26  Revival  Encounter.  Emmanuel 
Baptist  Church.  Minden 

26- (PM.)  First  Baptist  Church. 
Newellton 

27- Routhwood  Elementary 

Newellton 

27- Newellton  High  School 

28- Tensas  Academy,  St.  Joseph  (High 
school  and  Elem.) 


March: 

1- Briarfield  Academy.  Lake 
Providence,  (High  School  and 
Elementary) 

2- KiIborne  Elementary 
2-Kilborne  High  School 

2- Goodwill  Elementary.  Oak  Grove. 

3- Pioneer  Elementary 
3-Pioneer  High  School 
3-Epps  High  School 
3-Epps  Elementary  School 

4-16-Schools  in  East  Texas 
17-19  Encounter-First  Baptist  Church. 
Coving 

20-Sponsored  by  Youth  Services.  Inc.. 
Lake  Charles 

20-24-Lake  Charles.  Jennings.  Lake 
Arthur.  Cameron.  Creole.  Johnson 
Bayou.  Hackberry 
27-Oak  Hill  School,  Elmer 
27 -Oak  Hill  Elementary 
27-Plainview  Elementary.  Glenmora. 

27- Plainview  High,  Glenmora, 

28- Winn  Academy,  Winnfield 

28- Verda  Elementary,  Verda 

29-  KALB  TV  Alexandria,  Ethma 
Odom  Show 

30- Louisiana  College  Baptist  Student 
Union 

30- LTI  Ball  -  Ball 

31  -Church  Point  High  School 

31- Sunset  High  School,  Sunset 


Moral  Official  Communique 
LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  2951,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 
Phone:  (504)343-5788 


Robert  Harrington 
Director  of  Promotion 
Parish  representatives.  Total  number  - 
64  Representatives.  The  Nominating 
Committee  is  at  work  now  in  finalizing 
the  recommendations  that  will  be  made 
in  our  semi-annual  Board  Meeting  in 
May. 

Phase  III  —  Objective:  Enlistment  of 
Parish  Committee  Chairpersons.  Six 
chairpersons  in  each  64  parishes.  Total 
number  -  384  Committee  Chairpersons. 

Phase  IV  —  Objective:  Establishing 
Parish  Commission.  Six  Workers  in  each 
Division.  Total  number  in  Parish 
Commission  -  2,304. 


Total  Goal  of  People 


Involved  in  LMCF  are  2.798  people  plus 
a  staff  of  Executive  Director,  six 
Divisional  Directors,  field  workers  and 
office  staff. 

I  look  forward  to  this  year  1978  not  only 
to  the  four  Phase  Program  but  to  some 
personal  activities  that  will  involve 
fellowship  with  the  District  Pastors’ 
Meetings,  speaking  engagements  with 
United  Methodist  Women,  and  United 
Methodist  Men,  the  beginning  of  a 
Speakers  Bureau  that  will  go  into  the 
various  Christian  denominations  state¬ 
wide.  Our  goal  is  to  train  fifty  laypersons 
to  be  the  connecting  links  with  churches 
and  the  cause  of  Christian  morality. 


‘Somebody  scoffed:  "Oh,  you’ll  never 
do  that; 

At  least  no  one  ever  has  done  it” ; 

But  he  took  off  his  coat  and  he  took 
off  his  hat, 

And  the  first  thing  we  knew  he’d 
begun  it. 

With  a  lift  of  his  chin  and  a  bit  of  a  grin, 

Without  any  doubting  or  who  did  it. 

He  started  to  sing  as  he  tackled  the 
thing 

That  couldn’t  be  done,  and  he  did  it.’ 

That  couldn’t  be  done,  and  he  did 

it.’ 

With  the  prayers  and  support  of 
Christian  people  all  over  this  state  we 
will  be  able  to  do  what  the  Lord  leads  us 
to  do. 


Church  ministries 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

DR.  CLARENCE  E.  YOUNG . 

. President 

Minister  (Baptist) 

HONORABLE  JOHN  RICHARDSON . 

First  Vice  President 

District  Attorney  (Presbyterian) 

MISS  KATHRYN  E  CARPENTER . Second  Vice  President 

La.  WMU  Director  (Baptist) 

REV.  WILLIAM  P.  FRASER . 

Third  Vice  President 

Minister  (Methodist) 

MR.  WILLIAM  H.  (8ILL)  FORD . 

....  Treasurer 

Church  Administrator  (Methodist) 

MR.  WILLIAM  H  LEDBETTER,  JR . 

Secretory 

Attorney  (Baptist) 

In  our  travels  across  the  state,  people 
ask  us  many  questions.  Following  is  a 
sample  of  a  few  of  these  questions,  and 
our  response  to  them. 

Q:  Isn’t  the  drug  problem  less  now 
than  it  was  in  the  1960’s? 

A:  No.  The  philosophy  and  attitude 
about  drugs  has  changed. 

During  the  1960’s  many  people  saw 
drugs  as  a  possible  answer  to  many 
social  problems  ih  our  society.  But  since 
that  time,  most  drug  users  have  had  a 
friend,  companion  or  loved  one  to  die  or 
be  injured  through  the  use  of  drugs.  This 
has  shattered  their  dream  of  Utopian  life 
in  an  Utopian  society,  and  has  ushered  in 
the  stark  realization  of  having  to  face 
reality  and  problem  solving  as  a  daily 
life  experience.  Those  who  use  drugs  now 
don’t  see  it  so  much  as  an  answer  to 
society,  but  instead  as  a  means  of  escape, 
a  crutch,  to  produce  an  existential  exper¬ 
ience.  This  is  why  the  problem  is  not  as 
publicized  now  as  it  was  during  the  1960’s. 

Q:  What  are  the  harmful  effects,  if 
any.  of  using  marijuana? 

A:  In  spite  of  the  past  beliefs,  that 
smoking  marijuana  is  simple  fun  and  has 
no  serious  consequences,  there  is  an 
increased  amount  of  recent  research 
accumulating  which  evidences  its  long 
term  dangers  and  true  effects.  For 
instance,  marijuana  is  an  unusual  drug 
in  that  the  active  ingredient.  THC 
(Tetrahydrocannabinol,)  is  retained  in 
the  body  for  long  periods  of  time.  Louis 
Lemberger.  of  the  Indiana  University 
School  of  Medicine,  conducted  a  study 
which  has  indicated  that  30%  of  the  THC 
is  retained  in  the  body  at  the  end  of  a 
week.  Similar  retention  occurs  whether 
the  users  are  heavily  or  lightly  exposed 
to  marijuana  It  appears  also  that  the 
30%  retained  at  the  end  of  a  week  is 
eliminated  much  more  slowly  than  the 
first  70%.  Therefore,  with  repeated 
exposure.  THC  accumulates  in  the  body. 
THC  is  changed  only  slightly  by 
metabolism  ancLis  highly  fat  soluble. 
This  causes  it  to  be  deposited  in  the  fatty 
outer  membrane  of  cells.  It  seems  that 
THC  has  an  adverse  affect  on  all  body 
cells,  but  there  is  reason  to  be  especially 
concerned  about  the  effects  on  brain  cells 
and  on  the  reproductive  process. 

Q:  Isn’t  marijuana  less  harmful  than 
alcohol,  especially  since  there  is  no 
hangover  after  use? 


A:  No.  The  two  drugs  differ  in  many 
aspects.  Molecule  for  molecule.  THC  is 
10.000  times  stronger  than  alcohol  in  its 
ability  to  produce  mild  intoxication.  The 
marijuana  user  is  under  the  influence  of 
the  drug  even  between  "highs.”  It  may 
take  decades  for  irreversible  brain 
damage  to  appear  in  the  drinker,  but 
with  the  marijuana  smoker  these 
irreversible  brain  changes  may  appear 
within  three  years. 


Q:  How  widespread  is  the  use  of  the 
drug  alcohol? 

A :  There  are  approximately  20  million 
alcoholics  and  problem  drinkers  in  the 
United  States  including  500,000  children 
from  nine  years  and  up.  The  number  of 
alcoholics  and  problem  drinkers  in  the 
United  States  outnumber  the  combined 
populations  of  the  states  of  Alaska, 
Arizona.  Arkansas.  Delaware.  Hawaii, 
Idaho.  Maine.  Montana.  Nebraska. 
Nevada.  New  Hampshire.  New  Mexico. 
North  Dakota.  Rhode  Island.  South 
Dakota.  Utah.  Vermont.  West  Virginia 
and  Wyoming.  There  are  over  nine 
million  registered  alcoholics  and  over  1.1 
million  teenagers  with  alcohol  centered 
problems.  The  number  of  rehabilitated 
alcoholics  is  outnumbered  by  the  number 
of  new  drinkers  each  year. 


Dennis  Phillips 
Coordinator 
Church  Ministries 
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ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Alexandria.  First . . *LE 

First,  Associate . 

Horseshoe  Drive .  20 

MacArthur  Drive . 

Newman-St.  Mark . . 

Trinity-Pleasant  Grove . * .  64 

Wilton-Wesley-Unioh-Macedonia .  37 

Ball-Clear  Creek -Springhill .  2 

Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper . . 15 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Memorial-Evergreen-White’s  Chapel  28 

Wesley-Marshall-Simpson .  16 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel .  30 

Glenmora.  First-Fellowship-Forest  Hill-Melder .  30 

Jena-Belah .  17 

Jonesville . 8 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheney ville .  40 

Marksville-Oakgrove-Simmesport . 

Marthaville-Beulah-Robeline .  8 

Montgomerv-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta-St.  Maurice .  42 

Mt.  Zion-Emmanuel-St.  Paul-St.  Paul  (Cheneyville) . 

Natchitoches,  Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St.  Mark's . 

College  Avenue .  5 

First .  21 

Oak  Grove-Campti  .  7 

Olla-Tullos . 

Palestine-Bethel . 130 

Pineville,  First .  8 

Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Chapel .  17 

Provencal-Weaver . ' . .  31 

Rosa-Taylor  Chapel-Haskins  Chapel-St.  Marks . 

Trout.  Eddy  Justiss  Memorial-Eden-Urania .  2 

Winnfield-Couley .  13 

Total  . 590 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Amite-Independence . 125 

Baker . - . 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor . . , . . .  109 

Broadmoor.  Associate . 

Corbin .  6 

Francis  Asbury .  16 

Hughes  Memorial  . 

Ingleside . * .  .  22  . 

'  Jefferson . . 

Jordan  Chapel-Le  Jeune .  17 

North  Baton  Rouge . .... . .  21 

•St.John’s . ' .  4 

St.  Luke's-Deerford .  17 

St.  Paul’s . • .  18 

Winbourne . . . . 

Beech  Grove-Macedonia-Andrews  Chapel . 

Bethel-Magnolia  . . - .  30 

Blackwater . ••  •  • - 

Blackwater,  Associate . 

Carpenter’s  Chapel .  9 

Clinton.  Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel-Jackson  Chapel . 

Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek . 

Concord-New  Hope . 

Davs-Center-Darlington .  20 

Denham  Springs,  First . 

Roberts  Chapel-St.  Luke .  10 

Faithful . * . . . 

Friendship . 15 

Gonzales .  23 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel . .  . .  •  24 

Hpmmond.  First-Tickfaw .  24 

Jackson-Ethel . ' - ,..v .  40 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon . 

Live  Oak .  13 

Livingston-JamesChapel-Montpelier . 

Lora  nger-Coopers  Chapel . 

Mangum-Pine  Grove .  11 

Meadows  Chapel-New  River . 

Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel-Wesley . 

St.  Francisville-Tunica . . 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge . 

Walker . 

Zachary . ’ .  28 

Total . 602 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island . „ .  16 

Baton  Rouge: 

Camphor  . 47 

First . 

First,  Associate .  59 

First,  Associate . 

Istrouma .  13 

Istrouma,  Associate . 

Neely .  19 

St.  Mark .  22 

Wesley . 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial  University . 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial  University,  Associate . 

Charenton,  Godman-Mt.  Zion-Union . 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity.  Baldwin . 

First .  57 

Grand  River . 

Hartzell-Shiloh . 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan .  26 

•  Jeanerette,  McGowan-Lydia-St.  Martinville 

St.  Paul-Briggs .  12 

St.  Peter-Mt.  Zion .  18 

Lafayette: 

Asbury . *LE 

Asbury,  Associate . 

Asbury,  Minister  to  Older  Adults . 

Davidson  Memorial .  7 

First . 

First  Associate . 

Covenant .  20 

Mallalieu-St.  James .  17 

Lettsworth,  Scott  Chapel-St.  James-St.  Joseph-Union .  2 

Lottie-Rosedale-New  Roads .  18 

Melville-Palmetto .  10 

New  Iberia,  First .  24 


New  Roads.  St.  Paul  .  , . . : . . •• .  3 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial  . . -  55 

St.  Mark . 

Plaquemine.  First . .  17 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke . 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Waxia  . 21 

St.  Martinville,  Mallalieu-Fitzgerdld' .  . 

St.  Peter-Green-Wilev.  *  —  . 

Scott  Chapel . . . . . 

Washington.  St.  Marks-St.  Paul  .  . . . .  . 

Total .  483 

NEW  ORI.EANS-SI.IDEI.I.  DISTRICT 

Bogalusa.  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial .  71 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial.  Associate . 

Thirkield-Harrvs  Chapel .  5 

Covington.  First .  11 

Fitzgerald . 

Franklinton,  Centenary -Fisher . 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel . 

LaPlace,  Lasseigne-Lutcher .  8 

Ninde  Chapel-St.  James . 

Lutcher Chapel-St.  James  (Whitehall) .  . 

New  Orleans: 

Bethany . 

Brooks .  8 

Elvsian  Fields-John  Wesley . 

First . . . 

Gentilly .  25 

Grace . 

Hartzell . 

Laharpe . 

Lake  Vista . 11 

Met&irie  .  13 

Munholland  . 

Munholland,  Associate . 

Ray  Avenue .  Y 

St.  Andrew’s;. .  ...  ....  *4, 

St.  Bernard- Arabi . 

St.John . . . 

St.  Luke’s .  9 

St.  Philip .  8 

Second-St.  Mark’s . 

Thompson .  8 

Pearl  River-Lacombe-St.  Tammany . 

Ponchatoula.’First-Lees  Landing . 

Wesley  Chapel . ••  6 

St.  Timothv-on-the-North  Shore . 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate . 

First . . . .  • 

First,  Associate 

First,  Associate . :■ . 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell .  30 

Springfield.  First-Huffs  Chapel-Maurepas . 4 

St.  James-St.  Landry . ,  16 

Sun-Bush-Talisheek .  5 

Vamado-Angie-Waldheim .  2 

Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Marys  Chapel . 4 

Total . 297 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Benton .  15 

Blanchard-Belcher . . . 

Bossier  City.  Barksdale . ! . 

First . 45 

Hall  Summit .  7 

St.  Stephen’s .  11 

Bradford-New  Light .  5 

Corinth . . . 

Coushatta-Weslev  Chapel .  3 

Cross  Roads . 

Fairview-McDonald . 

Greenwood-Bethany  .  13 

Haughton  . .  j . 

Holly  Springs . 7 

Hosston-Gilliam-Ida .  55 

James  Chapel-St.  Matthew-Pleasant  Valley . * . 

Keatchie-Shiloh . . 

Logansport -Bethel .  18 

Longstreet  .  13 

Love  Chapel . . . . 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane .  8 

Manv-Bayou  Scie . 9 

Mooringsport-Oil  City .  17 

Mt.  Zion-Bonchest .  9 

Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  ChaDel . 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican .  14 

Vivian-Rodessa . 23 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor .  73 

Broadmoor,  Associate . 

Broadmoor,  Associate . 

Caddo  Heights-Keithville . . 

Cedar  Grove-Wesley .  22 

Christ .  17 

Fairfield-Jewella .  9 

First . .  ' 

First.  Associate . 

First.  Associate .  . 

Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion .  io 

Lakeview . 31 

Mangum  .  15 

Morningside-Stonewall .  17 

Noel . 91 

Noel.  Associate . 

Noel,  Associate . 

North  Highlands .  15 

Providence . 

Round  Grove . . 

St.  James . 21 

St. Luke’s . . 

St.  Paul  . 

Summer  Grove . 13 

Trinity-Ellerbe  Road . 

Wynn . 100 

Wesley-Shady  Grove . 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble . . . ; . 


New  subscriptions 
start  now 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Cameron-Grand  Chenier  14 

Church  Point-Maxie  13 

Crowley.  First .  15 

DeQuincv . 

DeRidder,  First . 

DeRidder.  First.  Associate  ....'. 
Weslev-Merrvville  17 

Ebeneezer-Crowlev.  Wesley .  30 

Eliza  beth-Hopeweil-Pine  Grove 

Elton-Basile .  5 

Eunice-Ville Platte  ‘ .  18 

Fairview-Sweetlake . 

Guevdan . 

lowa-Bell  City-Haves .  17 

Jennings.  First . 15 

Trinity . 

Kinder-Oberlin .  20 

Lake  Arthur .  24 

^ake  Charles.  First . *LE 

^  First.  Associate . 

First.  Associate . 

Oak  Park .  9 

S  St.  Luke .  4 

Simpson .  23 

University . *LE 

Warren . 

Leesville,  First-Holly  Grove .  26 

Mt  Zion-Macedonia . 

Maplewood . .  34 

Moss  Bluff . 

Gakdale-Pine  Prairie  20 

fcrospect-Hornbeck  6 

Ravmond-Iota  .  . .  .’ .  20 

Ravne-Branch  ,  . .  . 

Roanoke  .  . .  .* .  13 

Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial . 54 

:  Wesley-Hackberry .  6 

Vinton  . .  ., . . 

Welsh.  First  . . . 

Jones-Mallalieu-Trinitv .  11 

Westlake .  10 


Total . 


409 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

Bastrop,  First .  49 

Memorial-Beekman . 

Mt.  Olive-Washington  Chapel . 13 

Columbia-Hebert . 

Delhi  .  14 

Epps-Flovd-Pioneer .  30 

Ferridav . 

Gilbert-Boeuf  Prairie .  16 

Grayson-Kellv .  8 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove . 

Lake  Providence . 

Mangham-Crowville . 

Mer  Rouge-Collinston . 23 

Monroe: 

Faith  Temple . 

First . *LE 

First.  Associate . 

Memorial .  28 

Reveille-Little  Creek . 

St.  Mark’s-Crew  Lake  .  18 

St.  Paul’s . 123 

Southside .  45 

Mt  Nebo-Lawson  Chapel . 

Mt.  Sinai-St.  Peter . 

Newellton . 

Oak  Grove-Forest . , . 136 

Oak  Ridge .  40 

Ravville-Holly  Ridge .  . 37 

St.  Andrew’s-Bartholomew .  15 

St.  Joseph-Wesley .  4 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg 

Tallulah . 

Union .  5 

Vidalia .  13 

Waterproof-Clayton .  22 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury . •. . , . 

Claiborne-Wilhite .  9 

First . '.  54 

McGuire....- .  13 

Walnut  Grove . 

Woodlawn . 

Winnsboro .  32 

Wisner-Baskin . 34 


President  Designate 
of  Irish  Methodism 
to  speak  at 

McGuire,  Monroe 


Total  . 


781 


Total 


653 


Subscription 

Summary 

Two  thirds  of  the  pastoral  charges 
have  mailed  new  and  renewed  subscrip¬ 
tions  as  of  the  cut  off  date  for  last  year’s 
subscriptions.  The  subscription  total  to 
date  is  4,835,  compared  to  8,450  paid  sub¬ 
scriptions  last  year.  Thus,  many  current 
subscribers  will  not  receive  the  paper 
again  until  they  renew. 

Persons  are  encouraged  to  subscribe 
through  their  local  churches.  Please 
contact  your  pastor  or  church  office 
today 

*L.E.  (Local Editions) 

Six  thousand  one  hundred  nine  addi¬ 
tional  Louisiana  Methodist  subscribers 
receive  this  paper  through  local  church 
editions,  which  also  carry  the  Louisiana 
Conference  page.  Total  for  our  confer¬ 
ence  for  the  Conference  and  Local 
Church  editions  is  approximately  11,000 
to  date. 


NEW  ORI.EANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

Berwick .  13 

Buras.  Trinity .  15 

Donaldsonville.  First 
St  Peter-Belle  Rose.  St.  James 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle .  13 

Houma.  First .  21 

Houma  Heights-Clanton  Chapel 

Weslev-Mt  .  Vernon . 

Luling . 

Mathews-La  Grange .  26 

Morgan  City 

Walmslev-Mason . 

Napoleon.  Wesley-Woodlawn 
New  Orleans: 

Algiers.  First  .  .  31 

'St.  Matthew .  24 

Asbury  . 

Aurora . 

Aurora.  Associate . 

Belle  Chasse-Hope  Chapel 

Boynton . 

Carrollton . 

Gretna . *LE 

Felicitv-Spanish 

American  Ministry .  . 

Haven .  30 

Jefferson  .  23 

Kenner.  First .  39 

Ross-Thomas . 

Mount  Zion . 

Napoleon  Avenue . 

Parker  Memorial . 

Peck . . 

Peoples  . 

Phillips  Memorial . 

Rayne  Memorial .  39 

Ravne  Memorial.  Associate . 

St.  James .  5 

St.  Matthew’s .  55 

St.  Matthew's,  Associate . 

St.  Paul  . ‘ . .  9 

Shaw  Temple . 

Trinity . 

Wesley . 7 

Wilirams  .....  . 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista . 22 

Thibodaux,  First- 

Vacherie-Gibson. . 

Calvary-Magnolia .  31 

Total  . . .V . .  460 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Ansley .  17 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah .  43 

Athens-Cross  Roads  . 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-  Summerfield_ 
Bienville-Mill  Creek-Strange  6 

Calhoun-Beulah- 

Indian  Village . . .  12 

Chatham-Zoar-Eros .  15 

Choudrant-Douglas . 

Clay . . 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley .  21 

Downsville-Bethel-Mt.'Nebo .  18 

Dovline-Sibley .  20 

Dubach-Hilly . 

Farmerville-Bird’s  Chapel  25 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove .  12 

Harmony  Chapel- 

Lisbon-Arizona .  12 

Havnesville-Shongaloo .  20 

Hefljn-Brushwood .  29 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope .  20 

Homer-Weslev  Chapel .  83 

Jonesboro .  12 

Marion-Huttig  ...  7 

Minden.  First .  79 

First,  Associate . 

Lakeview-Mclntrvre .  17 

Pilgrim's  Rest . 

Pine  Grove-Bethlehem 

Quitman-Faith .  17 

Ringgold-Castor- 

Grand  Bayou .  12 

Ruston.  Trinity .  *LE 

Grace-Wesley  Chapel . 

Simsboro-Salem-Antioch .  7 

Springhill-Sarepta .  21 

Ruston  Greater  Circuit. 

Antidch .  3 

Center  Point . 

Concord  . 

Evergreen .  9 

Frant'om  Chapel . 

Sanders  Chapel . 

Whitehall-Colquitt .  10 


Rev.  John  Turner. 

Bangor  North  Ire 
land,  will  be  preach 
in  g  at  McGuire 
UMC.  1200  Arkansas 
Road.  West  Monroe. 

Louisiana.  Sunday 
March  5th  (10  30 
A  M  6  00  P  M  )  for 

both  morning  andf_ - 

evening  services  and  Monday  and  Tues¬ 
day  evenings  at  7:00  P  M 

Rev  Turner  is  President  Designate  of 
Irish  Methodism  which  includes  both 
North  Ireland  and  the  Republic  of  South 
Ireland  He  is  pastor  of  Wesley 
Centenary  Methodist  Church,  and  was 
responsible  for  introducing  Lay  Witness 
Missions  to  his  country  by  inviting 
laymen  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  to 
arrange  and  lead  the  first  missions  in  his 
and  other  churches  in  the  Belfast  area 
Rev  Deen  Thompson,  pastor  of  McGuire 
church,  urges  the  public  to  attend  these 
services  and  especially  invites  all  friends 
of  Rev  Turner 

Lamar  Smith  Alumnus 
of  Year  Texas  Wesleyan 
College,  Ft.  Worth 

Dr  Lamar  E. 

Smith.  senior 
minister 
University 
Methodist 
in  Baton 
Louisiana .  was 
honored  as  Alum¬ 
nus  of  the  Year  at 
Texas  Wesleyan  j 
College  in  Fort  Worth.  Saturday  night, 
February  18. 

Dr  Smith  was  recognized  at  the  1978 
Homecoming  Awards  Banquet  on  the 
Texas  Wesleyan  campus. 

From  1968-1972  he  was  senior  minister 
of  the  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  Prior  to 
that  appointment  he  served  as  associate 
minister  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Fort  Worth  from  1955-1968. 

Dr  Smith  is  a  1950  graduate  of  Texas 
Wesleyan  College,  and  three  years  later 
received  his  master  of  theology  degree 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Southern  Methodist  University.  In  1965 
he  wa§  awarded  the  Doctor  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Texas  Wesleyan  College, 
where  he  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Shreveport  District 
Seminar  on  Aging 


Total  . 


562 


Picture,  left  to  right:  Rev.  James  A 
Graham.  Director  of  Shreveport 
Metropolitan  Ministries.  Dr.  Elbert  C 
Cole,  pastor.  Central  UMC.  Kansas  City 
and  Dr  Carl  F.  Lueg.  District 
Superintendent. 

A  large  number  of  lay  persons  and 
ministers  of  the  Shreveport  District 
attended  the  Seminar  on  ‘‘Aging’'  led  by 
Dr  Elbert  C.  Cole. 

A  significant  statement  made  by  Dr. 
Cole  “A  Church  that  neglects  its  children 
is  two  generations  away  from  dying.  A 
Church  that  neglects  its  youth  is  one 
generation  away  from  dying,  and  a 
Church  that  neglects  its  adults  is  already 
dead.” 

Death  Notice 

Mrs.  Sadie  M.  Bonnecarrere,  85.  widow 
of  Rev  J  P.  Bonnecarrere  died  January 
31,  1978  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Alternatives 
to  incarceration 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Task  Force  on  Correction  Reform  has 
called  upon  state  officials  to  seek 
alternatives  to  incarceration  for  a 
majority  of  state  prisoners  and  to  set  up 
separate  and  adequate  facilities  for 
mentally  retarded  and  emotionally 
disturbed  prisoners  and  for  first 
offenders  and  Juveniles. 

‘‘There  should  be  smaller  community 
based  institutions,  rather  than  a 
monstrous  and  remotely  placed  facility 
such  as  Angola.  Smaller  institutions 
close  to  populated  areas  would  allow  for 
needed  services  to  prisoners,  visits  by 
their  families,  and  the  availability  of 
more  qualified  employees.  ” 
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TV  ratings  failure  of  ‘King’ 
suggests  disturbing  conclusions 


THEY'RE  ALWAYS 
TALKING  ABOUT 
MONEY 
IN  OWRCN 


“King''  —  a  three-part  documentary/ 
drama  on  the  life  of  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  —  was  recently  telecast  by  NBC-TV. 
Unfortunately.  'King''  finished  near  the 
bottom  of  the  ratings  -  a  fact  which 
suggests  several  conclusions,  all  of 
which  we  find  disturbing. 

First,  the  television  networks'  practice 
of  placing  shows  with  potentially  high 
viewer  appeal  in  identical  time  slots  — 
while  many  other  time  slots  contain  little 
or  no  innovative  programming  -  is 
unfortunate.  In  such  instances,  over- 
zealous  competition  between  the  net¬ 
works  works  against  the  interests  of  TV 
viewers. 

Second,  faced  with  a  choice  between 
being  entertained  and  reliving  a  highly 
disturbing  but  significant  part  ol  our 
nation’s  recent  history,  most  people  will 
choose  to  be  entertained.  We  believe  in 
the  value  of  entertainment.  But  we  are 
appalled  by  the  degree  to  which  people 
living  today  lack  a  sense  of  human 
history.  We  would  rather  spend  two 
hours  attempting  to  escape  from  reality 
than  attempting  to  make  some  sense  of 
it.  It  is  unfortunate  that  more  people 
did  not  choose  to  view  NBC's  attempt  to 
place  into  historical  perspective  the  tur¬ 
bulence  and  significance  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  led  by  Dr.  King  during  the  . 
1950s  and  1960s. 

Third,  cut-throat  competition  among 
the  networks  and  our  propensity  to  be 
entertained  cannot  fully  explain  the  low 
ratings  for  “King.''  Despite  the  passage 
of  nearly  a  decade  since  his  death,  many 
people  are  still  unable  to  appreciate  the 
profound  changes  in  the  lives  of  all 
Americans  which  occurred  as  a  result  of 
this  black  Baptist  minister’s  leadership 
Many  people  still  do  not  understand  or 
appreciate  Dr.  King's  method  of  “non¬ 
violent  protest’’  as  an  alternative  to  the 
shouts  of  others  to  “kill  whitey”  and 


“burn  baby  burn."  Many  people  are  still 
unwilling  to  face  the  tact  that  Dr  King  s 
positions  on  most  issues  from  a  black 
person’s  right  to  sit  at  the  front  of  a  bus 
to  opposing  our  nation's  conduct  of  the 
war  in  Vietnam  were  reflections  ol  a 
mature  faith  and  trust  in  Jesus  Christ. 
Evidently  the  reminders  ol  some  black 
leaders  today  are  correct:  we  are  still 
less  liberated,  as  a  people,  from  racial 
prejudice  than  we  would  like  to  believe 

We  commend  NBC-TV  tor  producing 
and  presenting  “King."  The  success  ol 
"Roots"  last  year  suggested  that  white 
America  was  ready  to  view  the  ugliness 
and  human  degradation  of  slavery  during 
the  past  century  and  identify  sympathet¬ 
ically  with  the  plight  of  those  who  were 
enslaved.  The  ratings  failure  of  “King” 
suggests  that  most  people  are  not  yet 
willing  to  look  sympathetically  on  Dr 
King's  attempts  to  help  both  blacl^ people 
and  white  people  attain  full  human 
dignity. 

We  urge  NBC  not  to  dispose  of  this 
generally  superb  production.  Perhaps 
after  a  few  more  years  pass,  a  larger 
segment  of  our  nation's  people  will  be 
ready  to  view  and  appreciate  Dr.  King's 
efforts  to  achieve  justice  for  his 
oppressed  people  without  resorting  to  the 
use  of  violence. 


WELL,  I  DO  MV 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

Readers  debate  mo 


To  the  Editor: 

I  disagree  with  your  Feb,  17  editorial 
“Christian  commitment  to  justice  and 
the  Panama  Canal  treaties"  as  being 
very  poorly  researched  or  just  naive. 

I  won't  pick  your  editorial  apart  word 
by  word,  but  just  for  starters,  you 
mention  that  our  nation's  political. 


TM/l  MR  Hotline 

Are  national  leaders  elected 
to  represent  members’  wishes? 


The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  has  endorsed  these  things: 
<l>  Ratification  of  the  Panama  Canal 
treaties:  (2)  boycott  of  the. I.  P.  Stevens 
Company,  a  textile  firm  now  under 
pressure  from  union  organizers:  (3)  full 
and  normal  relations  between  the  U.S. 
and  Cuba:  (4)  support  of  “human  and 
civil  rights”  for  homosexuals: 
(5)  government  financing  of  all  hospital 
care  and  insurance:  (6)  full  diplomatic 
relations  with  communist  China:  (7) 
settlement  of  the  Taiwan  issue  by  people 
of  China  themselves:  (8)  support 
minority  preferential  treatment  in  the 
Bakke  case:  and  (9)  expenditure  of 
church  money  for  legal  defense  of  the 
Rev.  John  Adams,  a  board  staff  member 
arrested  last  summer  in  the  last  Kent 
State  riot. 

Now  lama  little  puzzled  by  this.  Are 
national  church  officials  elected  to 
represent  the  wishes  of  church 
members:  or  are  they  appointed  because 
they  have  the  superior  wisdom  to  do  what 
is  best  for  the  church  and  the  world,  in 
spite  of  w  hat  any  member  might  wish9 

!  am  not  in  favor  of  a  single  one  of  the 
above  actions.  My  church  is  the  largest 
in  our  District:  and  while  I  haven’t  taken 
a  poll.  I  don’t  think  I  could  find  three 
individuals  who  would  favor  all  of  the 
above  actions. 

Could  this  be  one  reason  the  big 
denominations  are  steadily  losing 
membership  —  that  the  leadership  is  so 
out  of  touch  with  the  common  member 
that  no  one  feels  any  responsibility? 

Elden  Groves 
Salem.  Ohio 

Officials  of  our  church’s  national 
agencies  are  not  charged  with  providing 
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leadership  based  on  a  popular  consensus 
among  the  church’s  membership. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  defined  in  the  UMC’s 
"Discipline"  as  existing  “to  relate  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  members  of 
the  church  and  to  the  persons  and 
structures  of  the  communities  and  world 
in  which  they  live.  It  shall  seek  to  bring 
the  whole  life  of  man  and  woman,  their 
activities,  possessions  and  community 
and  world  relationships,  into  conformity 
with  the  will  of  God.  It  shall  show  the 
member  of  the  church  and  the  society 
that  the  reconciliation  which  God 
effected  through  Christ  involves 
personal,  social  and  civic  righteousness. 
To  achieve  this  purpose  the  board  shall 
project  plans  and  programs  that 
challenge  the  members  of  United 
Methodist  Church  to  work  through  their 
own  local  church,  through  ecumenical 
channels,  and  through  society  toward 
such  righteousness:  to  assist  the  District 
and  Annual  Conferences  with  needed 
resources  in  areas  of  such  concerns:  to 
analyze  the  issues  which  confront  the 
person,  the  local  community,  the  nation 
and  the  world:  and  to  encourage 
Christian  lines  of  action  which  assist 
humankind  to  move  toward  a  world 
where  peace  and  justice  are  achieved 
Prime  responsibility  of  the  board  is  to 
seek  the  implementation  of  the  Social 
Principles  and  other  policy  statments  of 
the  General  Conference  on  Christian 
Social  Concerns  " 

The  “Discipline"  further  states  that 
the  board  “shall  speak  to  the  church  and 
to  the  world,  its  convictions,  inter¬ 
pretations  and  concerns,  recognizing  the 
freedom  and  responsibility  of  all 
Christians  to  study,  interpret  and  act  on 
any  or  all  recommendations  in  keeping 
with  their  own  Christian  calling. 

While  this  and  other  national  church 
boards  are  not  bound  to  act  according  to 
popular  opinion  among  the  church's 
members,  one  principle  of  good 
leadership  is  to  keep  the  church's 
membership  informed  regarding  what  is 
being  done  by  their  leaders,  and  why. 
Many  members  feel  that  particular 
general  board  actions  do  not  faithfully 
fulfill  the  statement  and  purpose  quoted 
above  If  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  could  more  adequately 
explain  how  the  various  actions  you  have 
cited  "relate  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  the  world  in  which  we  live."  the 
chances  are  that  you  would  agree  with  at 
least  some  of  the  board's  actions 

—Spurgeon  M  Dunnam  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

TM/UMR  Hotline  is  a  new  feature  in 
which  members  of  this  paper's  staff 
research  and  provide  answers  to 
questions  posed  bv  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  If  you  hove  a 
question  relating  to  anv  matter  of  church 
doctrine,  policy  or  action,  send  it  to 
"TM/UMR  Hotline."  PO  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  Texas  75221 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  two  more  congrega¬ 
tions  begin  publishing  their  weekly  news 
in  combination  with  this  newspaper. 
They  are:  Phillips  UMC  in  Lakewood. 
Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Conference), 
375  mailings;  and  Asbury  UMC  in  Allen¬ 
town.  Pennsylvania  (Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Conference ),  775  mailings 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  local 
churches  we  say  “Welcome."  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
"Letters  to  the  Editor  " 


economic  and  military  leaders  have 
likewise  concluded  that  the  new  treaties 
will  better  serve  the  interest,  etc.  1  don't 
know  where  you  drew  these  conclusions 
Congress  has  not  voted  on  the  treaties 
vet  President  Carter  reflects  your 
editorial  views. 

Regarding  the  economic,  it  is  going  to 
cost  the  U  S  millions  and  millions  to  turn 
the  canal  over  plus  increase  in  revenues 
(some 2.1  billion)  just  to  hail  Panama  out 
of  bankruptcy  to  pay  off  the  American 
hanks  all  it  owes. 

As  to  the  military,  their  approval  of  the 
canal  treaties  is  a  joke  No  active 
military  person  will  sav  anything  but 
what  President  Carter  wants  him  to  sav. 
if  he  did.  he  would  get  fired.  The  retired 
military  people  who  are  free  to  express 
their  feelings  have  voted  304  to  7  to 
oppose  the  treaties. 

If  this  is  justice  to  turn  over  the  canal 
to  a  dictator,  it  is  also  the  first  step  to 
World  War  =4  when  Castro  and  the 
communists  infiltrate  Panama  with  the 
troops  training  in  Africa  right  now. 
Where  are  all  these  human  rights  we 
have  been  preaching  about9 

I  think  vour  editorial  is  political  and 
pro-Carter  and  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
separation  of  state  and  good  Methodism. 

Thanks,  however,  for  having  the  good 
judgement  to  print  both  sides  of  the  issue 
in  your  paper  At  least  you  are  not 
advocating  a  boycott  or  action  against 
those  who  don't  agree  with  vou  As  long 
as  Methodists  take  this  attitude  we  may 
remain  united.  Raiph  Stover 

Cocoa  Beach.  Florida 
W  hat  you  call  morality 
is  what  I  call  ini  morality 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  well  informed  article  on  the  canal 
treaties  in  the  Feb.  10  issue  of  TM/UMR 
merits  some  reaction. 

T  say  "well  informed”  with  tongue  ir 
cheek.  You  have  knowingly  presentee 
onlv  the  pro-treaty  side  of  the  argument 
Why  do  you  suppose  it  is  that  the  vast 
majority  of  Americans  reject  the 
treaties9  Do  you  agree  with  the 
President  that  they  are  misinformed  or 
lacking  in  understanding9  I  presume  you 
do:  otherwise  you  wouldn’t  have  quoted 
these  remarks  of  the  President. 

Even  after  President  Carter  informed 
the  ignorant  public  concerning  the  vast 
advantages  of  giving  away  the  canal, 
three-fourths  of  the  phone  calls  to  the 
White  House  were  opposed  Was  this 
because  the  people  calling  in  were 
stupid? 

If  vou  are  as  well  informed  on  this 
issue  as  I  imagine  you  are.  why  did  you 
present  only  one  side  of  the  argument  in 
your  article.  Perhaps  you  should  read  the 
Feh  11  issue  of  "Human  Events.” 

As  to  the  moral  side  of  the  argument, 
that  is  pretty  ridiculous.  We  are  judged 
more  by  what  we  do  than  what  we  say.  If 
we  give  the  canal  to  Panama,  we  are 
rewarding  a  drug-smuggling,  human 
rights  denying,  corrupt  debNridden 
communist  sympathizing  government  in 
a  tremendous  way.  The  message  is  loud 
and  clear.  The  American  people  like  that 
sort  of  government  and  admire  it  so 
much  that  they  will  give  it  the  greatest 
reward  possible 

You  call  that  morality?  I  call  it 
cowardly  immorality. 

You  speak  of  peace:  yet.  if  we  appease 
the  communist  sympathizing  govern¬ 
ment  of  Panama,  we  jeopardize  peace  by 
encouraging  communist  sympathizers 
worldwide  to  threaten  blackmail, 
guerilla  warfare,  etc.,  and  eventually  we 
may  find  ourselves  in  another  world  war 
as  a  result  of  appeasement!  How  would 
you  like  that?  A.  J.  Stuart  Jr. 

El  Paso.  Texas 

Editorial  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  commend  vou  for  what  I 
consider  to  he  an  informative  and 
courageous  editorial,  namely  your  Feb 
in  statement  on  the  Panama  Canal 
Knowing  that  vou  will  receive  a  share  of 
wrathful  indignations.  I  would  like  for 
mv  support  to  he  among  the  positive 
responses  which  come  to  vou 

1  also  appreciate  the  fact  that  vou  did 


Here  I  Stand 

A  plea  for  creative  and  flexible 
teaching  in  the  church  school 


By  OI.IVI  \  MURRAY  NICHOLS 

Like  the  Boy  Scouts,  a  teacher  should 
be  prepared.  But.  unlike  the  Boy  Scout 
who  took  the  little  old  lady  across  the 
street  even  though  she  did  not  want  to 
go.  a  teacher  must  not  be  loo  prepared 
to  allow  tor  flexibility  and  creativity 
within  the  classroom. 

Three  times  recently  1  have  been  aware 
of  the  hazards  of  over-preparation  on  the 
part  of  the  church  school  teacher.  The 
first  incident  came  from  my  mother's 
experience.  She  called  me  one  Sunday 
afternoon,  terribly  upset  about  the  lesson 
in  her  class  that  morning.  The  subject 
from  the  quarterly  had  been  adultery  - 
not  the  theme  from  the  story  of  the 
woman  taken  in  adultery  which  almost 
invariably  moves  on  to  a  lesson  on  sin 
in  general  and  the  forgiveness  we  are 
granted  when  we  go  and  sin  no  more. 
This  lesson,  ordained  by  the  material 
scheduled  tor  that  Sunday  was  on  the 
seventh  commandment  itself.  “You  shall 
not  .  .  "  A  dozen  or  so  women  in  their 
late  seventies  endured  the  teacher's 
descriptions  of  the  sordid  consequences 
that  come  to  home  and  family  if  one 
should  break  the  commandment.  Mother, 
in  her  frustration,  mourned  that  surely 
those  women  had  come  to  those  conclu¬ 
sions  long  before  in  their  lives.  I  wondered 


give  lime  and  space  for  both  points  of 
view  in  addition  to  vour  editorial.  What 
more  could  any  reader  ask? 

William  K  McElvaney 
Kansas  City.  Missouri 

'Double  lliillk'  identified 

To  the  Editor- 

Duane  Stevens'  letter  in  the  Feb.  10 
issue  is  classic.  He  objects  at  length  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church  “wasting" 
talents  and  resources  hv  being  involved 
in  a  political  issue  Then,  he  closes  hv 
noting  his  hoard’s  decision  to  “go  on 
record"  opposing  the  new  Panama  Canal 
Treaties 

Mr.  Stevens  seems  to  suggest  that 
“thev"  shouldn’t  waste  time  taking  sides 
'plaving  politics)  but  that  it  is  OK  if 
“we"  doit  ( goon  record  for  “our"  side' 

I  imagine  that  until  we  see  the  whole 
church  as  a  “we."  this  kind  of  "double¬ 
think"  will  continue  to  occur  However.  I 
don't  think  it  should  go  unmentioned 
K  Eric  Lacy 
Grand  Island.  New  York 

INew  treaties  a  disgrace 

To  the  Editor: 

Articles  in  the  Feh  10  issue  of 
TM'l’MR  lead  your  readers  to  believe 
the  false  notion  President  Carter  and  his 
supporters  are  spreading  that  we  did  not 
huv  the  Panama  Canal.  I  would  urge 
those  who  really  want  to  know  the  facts 
to  secure  a  copv  of  the  “Congressional 
Record"  of  August  4.  pageS  13623.  There, 
big  as  life,  is  a  copv  of  the  treaty  bv 
which  we  hough!  the  Canal  Zone  from  the 
Republic  of  Panama 

Mr  Carter  promised  to  take  the  issues 
to  the  people  when  he  ran  for  office.  The 
people  have  voiced  their  opinion  on  the 
Panama  Canal  and  Mr.  Carter  is  not 
listening.  I'm  sure  if  he  would  tell  it  like 
it  is.  the  mail  would  run  about  9  to  1  in 
opposition  to  signing  the  treaties 

If  Mr  Carter  believes  so  strongly  in 
separation  of  church  and  state,  then  why 
docs  he  pressure  for  support  from  the 
religious  element  in  this  country?  I 
assume  it's  because  he  hasn't  been  able 
to  sell  his  give-away  to  the  public  and  he 
wants  the  religious  element  to  bail  him 
nut  I  urge  all  who  are  interested  to  read 
the  treaty  of  1903  and  make  up  (heir  own 
minds 

Your  February  10  editorial  expresses 
vvhnse  opinion9  Does  it  represent  United 
Methodists  everywhere?  The  answer  to 
that  is  obviouslv  NO!  The  new  canal 
treaties,  as  now  written,  are  a  disgrace 
1o  present  to  the  American  people.  You 
sav  that  Panama  voted  2  to  1  for  the 
treaties  It's  onlv  fair  to  let  Americans 
vote  on  the  canal  I  dare  vou  In  propose  a 
vote  hv  Americans  on  this  issue 

J.  W.  McLemore 
Winnsboro,  Louisiana 

The  law  is  not  static 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  N.  Calvin  Warburton 
(TM/UMR.  Feb.  10).  who  refers  to  a 
Supreme  Court  decision  on  the  Panama 
Canal,  he  doesn't  mention  that  this  was 
only  one  of  several  times  that  this  subject 
was  dealt  with  by  the  Supreme  Court.  It 
is  true  that  in  the  earliest  case,  shortly 
after  the  canal  was  built,  the  Supreme 
Court  held  that  for  the  purposes  of  the 
validity  of  U.S.  expenditure  of  funds  to 
construct  the  canal,  the  Canal  Zone  was 
U.S.  territory.  In  referring  to  this  ruling. 
Mr  Warburton  says.  "It  is  almost  as  if 
the  Supreme  Court  saw  future  challenges 
to  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Canal  Zone  and  wished  to  settle  the 
question  once  and  for  all." 

However,  as  anyone  slightly 
acquainted  with  the  law'  knows,  the  last 
ruling  on  a  subject  is  considered  the  valid 
one.  In  1948  <  Vermilya-Brown  Co.  vs 
Connell),  the  Supreme  Court  described 
the  Canal  Zone  as  “admittedly  territory 
over  which  we  do  not  have  sovereignty." 
In  contrast  to  the  direct  purchase  of 
Louisiana  and  Alaska,  the  United  States 
pays  rent  to  Panama  —  an  annual 
leasing  fee 

A  study  of  law  w  ill  show  that  it  is  not  a 
static  thing,  as  though  once  a  ruling  is 
made  it  stands  forever  Remember  the 
“separate  hut  equal"  ruling  which  was 
overturned  by  a  later  Supreme  Court9  So 
it  is  quite  logical  that  45  years  after  the 
canal  was  built,  a  Supreme  Court  would 


about  a  teacher  who  had  nothing  else 
in  her  tiles  or  her  background  to  substi¬ 
tute  when  the  published  subject  matter 
w  as  inapplicable  to  her  group,  nor  the  wit 
to  adapt  the  material  to  make  it  appli¬ 
cable 

A  few  days  later  I  attended  a  training 
session  lor  church  school  teachers  of 
junior  and  senior  high  students.  The 
instructor  had  fin£  credentials.  He  was  a 
young  minister  of  youth  certified  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  teach  teach¬ 
ers  in  training  courses.  He  began  the 
session  as  most  o!  us  do  in  our  own 
classroom  situations,  by  letting  us  get 
acquainted  and  share  problems  we  each 
hoped  to  find  answers  for  that  day.  One 
husband-and-wife  team  said  they  had 
difficulties  getting  their  students  to  open 
up  and  discuss  a  lesson.  Another  teacher 
said  hers  were  bored  by  Bible  readings; 
a  third  said  hers  responded  best  to  hand¬ 
crafts  and  creative  dramatics.  I  rejoiced 
that  I  had  come  to  the  right  place  for 
sharing  ideas.  It  so  happens  my  teen¬ 
agers  are  lull  of  questions  about  the  Bible 
and  we  spend  most  of  our  mornings 
searching  the  Scriptures  for  answers  — 
but  I  have  never  felt  competent  to  direct 
crafts  and  would  have  appreciated  know¬ 
ing  the  other  woman's  secret  tor  involving 
the  students  in  that  sort  of  learning 


look  at  the  issue  from  a  historical 
perspective.  No  Panamanian  ever  signed-- 
the  original  treaty;  the  negotiator  was 
French,  and  the  Panamanian  provisional 
government  ratified  the  treaty  under  the 
threat  of  American  withdrawal  of 
military  protection  from  Columbian 
troops.  Sally  Tuller 

Sonoma.  California 
Is  there  a  good  biblical 
argument  against  treaties? 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  pleased  to  be  a  part  of  the 
TM/UMR  constituency  and  am 
responding  to  your  invitation  to  join  in 
the  process  of  editorial  dialogue 

I  wish  you  had  made  a  choice  to  include 
a  Christian  argument  <i.e.  one  argued 
from  the  position  of  the  faith)  opposing 
the  Panama  Canal  Treaties.  Mr. 
Warburton 's  criterion  .for  decision  — 
“What  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  United 
States?"  and  almost  parenthetically. 
"What  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
world9"  —  should  be  only  of  incidental 
interest  to  the  Christian.  To  assume 
uncritically  that  an  argument  from 
national  interest  would  parallel  a 
religious  argument  may  be  appropriate 
to  American  Civil  Religion,  but  certainly 
not  for  the  Christian  faith.  Where  are  the 
Biblical  concepts  of  reconciliation,  of 
justice  and  of  righteousness?  Who  are 
the  oppressed  and  who  represents 
powers  and  principalities?  How  about  an 
argument  using  these  principles? 

In  light  of  the  fact  that  not  a  single 
Panamanian  representative  signed  the 
1903  treaty.  Nathan's  little  parable  in  II 
Samuel  12:1-6  may  speak  to  the  issue  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  we  pay  “rent"  for 
the  land  some  claim  w'e  own.  Of  course 
such  an  argument,  while  supporting 
justice,  isn’t  too  helpful  to  national 
interest  I  have  seen  pro  and  con 
arguments  from  national  interest.  I  have 
yet  to  see  a  good  Biblical  argument  for 
opposing  the  canal  treaties. 

Ken  Grenz 

Wagner.  South  Dakota 


experience,  it  indeed  it  was- a  learning 
experience. 

Instead  ol  leaving  the  floor  open  to  a 
give-and-take  discussion,  however,  the 
instructor  heard  us  out.  looked  at  his 
watch,  and  said  il  we  hoped  to  cover  the 
material  we  would  have  to  come  to  order 
“Covering  the  material"  meant  to  him 
his  reviewing  the  published  lessons  for 
the  coming  months.  His  outline  was 
thorough  and  his  presentation  informa¬ 
tive.  but  1  felt  he  was  so  well  prepared 
that  he  was  more  concerned  with  what 
was  in  the  lessons  than  what  the  lessons 
for  us  were  for  —  not  what  to  teach, 
but  how  to  teach  and  teach  better. 

Before  many  more  days,  however.  1 
had  a  chance  to  do  in  my  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  class  of  eighth-to-twelfth  graders 
what  I  wished  had  been  done  in  the  train¬ 
ing  session.  1  appeared  before  my  class 
with  the  church-school  text.  Bible,  and 
jotted  outline.  The  subject  for  the  day 
was  that  topic  beloved  by  writers  since 
time  immemorial  and  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  authors  of  curriculum  for  as  long  as 
I  can  remember:  “Who  am  I  and  what 
shall  I  do  about  it?" 

In  the  midst  of  my  trying  to  draw  the 
students  out  on  how  they  saw  themselves. 
Melissa  spoke  up.  “This  may  be  off  the 
subject,"  she  said,  "but  what  bothers 
me  is  how  God  can  be  everywhere  and 
still  know  what  I’m  doing  at  any  minute." 
She  was  right  -  she  was  off  the  subject. 
My  first  impulse  was  to  tell  her  we  would 
talk  about  it  later.  The  nature  of  God 
would  come  up  in  the  material  eventually. 
My  second  impulse  was  to  give  her  the 
benefit  of  all  my  knowledge  on  omni¬ 
presence  and  a  personal  God.  My  third 
impulse,  the  one  1  obeyed,  was  to  tuck 
my  notes  in  the  back  of  the  textbbok  and 
ask  each  student,  not  how  he  pictured 
himself,  but  how  he  pictured  God. 

A  few,  trying  to  define  “Spirit,"  could 
not  picture  Him  at  all.  A  few  admitted 
they  thought  of  Him  as  a  kindly  grand¬ 
father  figure,  the  Michaelangelo  charac¬ 
ter.  We  admitted  such  a  being,  painted 
with  two  eyes  like  a  human  being’s 
would  have  limited  vision,  and  no  wonder 
Melissa  wondered  about  Him.  And  then  I 
asked  Melissa  how  she  pictured  Him. 
"It’s  hard  to  say,"  she  said.  "I  guess  I 
just  think  of  Him  as  a  kind  of  light." 
Without  knowing  it,  she  had  answered 
her  own  question.  As  if  on  cue,  everyone 
looked  up  at  the  overhead  light  fixture. 
We  commented  that  it  shone  everywhere 
in  the  room  —  on  Melissa  and  everyone 
else,  on  the  empty  chairs,  and  even  in 
the  far  corners.  God,  the  light  of  the 
world,  is  not  limited  to  20-20  vision  ol 
a  single  pair  of  eyes.  But  that  God  sees 
all  and  knows  all  need  not  be  frightening 
One  of  the  boys  observed  that  light  brings 
comfort  to  the  room,  and  safety  from 
darkness. 

“Another  Sunday,"  I  said,  because  oui 
class  time  had  come  to  an  end,  "let  u.‘ 
talk  about  the  light  of  God  within  eacl 
of  us."  But  we  probably  will  not  talk 
about  that  —  a  teacher-made  subject 
Hopefully,  we  will  once  again  explore  £ 
topic  that  comes  from  the  students'  owi 
concerns  and  curiosity.  What  if  we  nevei 
cover  The  Material? 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  througl 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  expres: 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  th< 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Olivia  Murray 
Nichols,  is  a  teacher  by  profession,  anc 
a  member  and  church  school  teacher  ai 
the  Brandon  Avenue  UMC  in  Dallas, 
Texas  (North  Texas  Conference). 


They're  looking 
to  you . . . 


ij 


These  three  children  of  India  represent 
hundreds  looking  to  United  Methodist  for 
help.  Until  this  year,  a  non-Umted  Methodist 
Church  agency  had  been  supplying  part  of  the 
annual  funds  for  this  children's  home -and 
40  others.  These  funds  have  been  cut  off 
drastically,  limiting  the  number  of  children 
that  can  be  cared  for  and  threatening  a 
number  of  these  homes  with  closure. 

For  1978,  S150.000  is  needed  to  feed  and 
cover  school  expenses  for  these  children. 
The  yearly  cost  for  one  child  is  $120  You, 
your  church  or  your  church  school  class  could 
help  by  subscribing  this  or  any  amount. 

One  such  home  is  the  Johnson  Girls'  Hostel 
in  Jabalpur.  The  director  writes,  "Our  hostel 
is  a  place  where  girls  can  develop  their 
physical,  mental  and  spiritual  power  to  the 
full."  You  can  help  provide  such  opportunity. 

They  are  looking  to  you. 

Designate  gifts  to: 

"Orphans  and  Homeless  Children" 
Methodist  Hostels,  India 
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United  Methodist  Experience 


The  basic  contemporary  folk  hymnal/song- 
books  with  companion  records  and  tapes  used 
by  tens  of  thousands  for  worship,  youth  pro¬ 
grams,  retreats  and  church  celebrations  of  all 
kinds. 


A  vai table  at 


and  othar  Christian  bookstores. 
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‘Watchdog’  agency  flags  inequities 
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Action  urged  to  clean  up  church  employment  practices 


Indian  protesters  launch  ‘long  walk’ 

RENO  —  Bundled  against  the  fierce  cold  and  snow,  a  group  of  Indian  protesters 
trudge  through  the  Sierras  on  the  first  leg  of  their  "long  walk"  from  Sacramento  to 
Washington  to  dramatize  opposition  to  "anti-Indian"  legislation  in  Congress. 

In  recent  weeks  two  United  Methodist  agencies  have  voted  support  of  "Native 
American  people  and  their  struggle  against  those  who  would  ‘render  ineffectual  the 
self-government  of  Indian  nations’."  The  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
adopted  the  resolution  last  week  at  Kansas  City;  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  made  a  similar  statement  in  January. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

OVERLAND  PARK.  Kans  Stopping 
short  of  cutting  off  funds  for  any  of  the 
church's  general  boards  and  agencies, 
the  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
meeting  here  last  week  nonetheless 
issued  recommendations  to  clean  up 
"racist''  practices. 

Coming  down  hardest  on  employment 
policies,  the  church's  "watchdog" 
agency  for  affirmative  action  devoted  20 
of  30  general  recommendations  to  this 
area. 

The  commission’s  actions  here 
followed  on  the  heels  of  recently 
completed  reviews  of  minority 
participation  on  the  staffs  and  hoards  of 
11  general  boards  and  agencies  The 
reviews  were  conducted  by  members  of 
the  commission’s  Boards  and  Agencies 
Review  Committee,  chaired  by  Donald 
Havashi.  San  Francisco.  Calif 

Mr  Havashi  said  the  review- 
committee’s  findings  and  specific 
recommendations  have  already  been 
reported  to  each  agency  for  a  response 
"The  agencies  have  responded  very 
positively."  he  said,  "and  agree  that 
minorities  are  generally  under- 


RFiJCiiocs  \kws  skrvicf  photo  represented." 


Women’s  advocates  forge  new 
outlets  for  communications 


Bv CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

ERLINGER.  Kv.  —  In  a  whirlwind  of 
activity  last  week,  the  commission 
charged  with  advocating  women’s  issues 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  scuttled 
its  own  women's  talent  bank,  rejected  a 

UM  building 
houses  ‘gay’ 
rights  lobby 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON.  D.C.  -  A  national 
homosexual  rights  lobby  is  currently 
housed  in  a  United  Methodist  Church- 
owned  building  here  —  but  only  on  a 
“sub-lease"  basis  over  which  the 
"landlord"  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
(BCS)  has  no  control,  the  board’s  top 
executive  claimed  here  last  week. 

Challenged  by  a  Texas  pastor  who 
contacted  TM/UMR  about  the  board’s 
"philosophy,"  D;;.  George  Outen  said  the 
National  Lobby  for  Gay  Rights  sub¬ 
leases  space  on  the  second  floor  of 
the  Methodist  Building  at  110  Maryland 
Ave.,  N.E..  from  the  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Churches,  which  do  rent  space. 

"At  the  present  time,  we  have  no 
control  over  sub-leasing.”  Dr.  Outen 
said.  "All  offices  here  pay  rent,  including 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  to  the 
Frank  Smith  Company,  which  manages 
the  building  and  secures  the  tenants  for 
us." 

However.  Dr  Outen  said,  the  board 
“will  definitely  take  a  closer  look  at  its 
policy  of  leasing  and  set  in  motion  a 
policy  guaranteeing  it  more  control  over 
sub-leasing  in  the  future." 

Dr.  Outen’s  remarks  came  after  the 
Rev.  Robert  Parrot,  pastor  of  First 
UMC.  Longview'.  Tex.,  called  into 
question  the  board's  leasing  policies.  The 
BCS  executive  denied  the  board  is  in 
violation  of  the  UMC’s  “Book  of 
Discipline"  paragraph  906:13  which 
states  that  no  UM  funds  shall  be  given  to 
any  "gay”  caucus  or  group  or  to  help 
“promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality." 

Dr.  Parrot  said  he  is  not  charging  a 
violation  of  the  "Discipline"  but 
seriously  disagrees  with  "a  philosophy 
which  certainly  wmuld  indicate 
endorsement  by  the  board  of  the  ‘gav’ 
movement." 

Asked  if  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches,  w'hieh  presently  lease  the 
space,  are  a  national  federation  of 
congregations  ol  homosexuals,  Dr.  Outen 
said  he  did  not  know.  He  said  he  would 
confer  with  officials  of  that  agency  and 
his  board  to  determine  their  status. 


proposal  that  nearly  250  men  be  invited 
to  attend  a  national  clergy  women’s 
conference,  and  responded  to  calls  for 
assistance  from  women’s  commissions 
in  the  annual  conferences. 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  (CSRW)  in  its  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  Feb.  23-26  rejected  a 
proposal  from  the  planning  committee  of 
the  Consultation  on  Clergy  Women 
(scheduled  to  be  held  January  1979)  that 
would  have  invited  approximately  250 
men  -  one-third  of  the  proposed 
participants.  Numerous  members 
argued  that  so  high  a  proportion  of  men 
in  attendance  would  alter  the  original 
purposes  of  the  consultation,  namely  that 
it  be  by  and  for  clergy  w'omen. 

The  commission  countered  with  a 
recommendation  that  from  each  of  the 
church’s  five  jurisdictions  be  invited  one 
bishop,  one  district  superintendent  and 
one  member  of  an  annual  conference 
board  of  the  ministry  They  also 
recommended  that  the  jay  representa¬ 
tive  from  the  annual  conference  CSRWs 
be  a  woman.  The  national  consultation  is 
being  planned  jointly  with  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry 
National  newsletter  launched 
In  an  effort  to  communicate  with  and 
assist  annual  conference  CRSWs.  the 
commission  voted  to  launch  a  national 
newsletter.  Carrying  news  and 
information  about  women’s  concerns, 
resources  and  emphases,  the  newsletter 
will  be  published  10  times  a  year 
beginning  May  1978. 

CSRW  also  approved  $10,000  for 
regional  training  events  for  women  next 
year  Jointly  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 

Conferences  set 
1978  schedule 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.  (UMC)  - 
Although  spring  may  seem  far  away  to 
much  of  the  nation  battling  w'inter 
storms,  planning  is  well  advanced  for  a 
traditional  United  Methodist  event  —  the 
meetings  of  the  73  annual  conferences  in 
the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 

According  to  a  schedule  released  in 
late  January  by  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews,  secretary  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  the  sessions  will  begin  May  4  in 
Rochester.  N.H.,  and  range  back  and 
forth  across  the  nation  until  June  23  in 
Lakeside,  Ohio,  and  June  25  in  Santurce, 
Puerto  Rico.  About  half  of  the  42  annual 
conferences  outside  the  U.S.  will  meet 
during  this  same  time. 

Agendas  will  vary  from  conference  to 
conference,  but  expected  to  rank  high  on 
many  of  them  will  be  the  denomination’s 
1977-80  "missional  priorities"  —  ethnic 
minority  local  churches,  evangelism  and 
world  hunger. 


Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  these  events  will  prepare 
women  for  the  issues  to  be  considered 
and  the  election  of  delegates  to  General 
and  Jurisdictional  conferences  that  will 
occur  at  the  1979  sessions  of  the  annual 
conferences. 

The  talent  bank,  begun  in  1974  to  alert 
the  church  to  the  skills  and  availability  of 
women  for  leadership  and  employment, 
was  voted  out  of  existence,  While  the 
commission  “celebrated  the  many  and 
various  women  the  talent  bank  has  made 
visible  to  the  church."  members  also 
believed  it  had  served  its  time. 
Information  about  employment  and 
service  possibilities  in  the  church  for 
women  will  now  be  carried  by  the 
newsletter,  members  decided 

Panelists  set  tone 

The  tone  of  the  commission  meeting 
was  set  by  three  guest  panelists  who 
raised  the  needs  of  annual  conference 
commissions.  Norma  Taylor  Mitchell 
from  the  Alabama-West  Florida 
conference  said  her  commission  wanted 
General  Conference  legislation  to 
require  CSRW  as  a  work  area  in  every 
local  church. 

Minnie  Carcano-Saucedo  of  Dallas,  the 
first  ordained  woman  deacon  in  the  Rio 
Grande  conference,  told  the  commission 
the  first  priority  of  Hispanic  women  is 
“the  empowerment  of  our  people  ” 
That's  where  "our  energy  goes."  she 
said.  She  called  for  support  of  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  missional 
priority  And  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  student  also  asked  Anglo 
women  to  remember  as  they  become 
liberated  that  "the  Anglo  male  is  our 
oppressor.  Don’t  simply  replace  him. " 

A  New  Hampshire  business  consultant 
and  feminist.  Carol  Pierce  of  Laconia, 
said  conference  commissions  needed 
help  in  women’s  theology  and  worship. 
CSRW  approved  an  action  that  its 
Biblical  and  Theological  task  force 
submit  articles  regularly  to  the 
newsletter  which  will  go  to  conference 
personnel. 

Ms.  Pierce  also  conducted  a  "seminar 
on  sexism"  during  the  CSRW  meeting, 
saying  that  the  hardest  people  to  work 
with  in  female-male  relationships  are  not 
industry,  business,  or  government,  but 
people  in  the  mental  health  field  and  in 
the  church.  They  tend  to  talk  one  way  but 
they  don’t  behave  that  wav,  she  said. 

In  other  business.  CSRW  gave  one  of  its 
members.  Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley. 
Denver  Area,  a  standing  ovation  for  the 
courage  of  his  stance  in  a  recent 
controversy  over  homosexuality  in  the 
church  "The  applause  is  not  for 
homosexuality,"  Nancy  Grissom  Self, 
one  of  the  three  executive  secretaries, 
said,  "but  for  the  courage  of  Bishop 
Wheatley." 


Not  Wesley ,  says  Irish  researcher 


Who  really  formed  ‘Holy  Club’? 


DUBLIN  (RNS)  —  Who  was  the 
founder  of  the  “Holy  Club,"  the 
prayer  and  Bible  study  group  at 
Oxford  University  that  developed  into 
the  Methodist  movement  in  the  18th 
Century? 

Most  people  would  say  John  Wesley. 
But  an  Irish  Peer.  Lord  Kilbracken. 
says  it  was  an  obscure  youth  named 
William  Morgan. 

In  an  article  published  in  the 
Leitrim  Guardian,  an  annual  Irish 
publication.  Lord  Kilbracken  wrote 
that  “the  charitable  works  of  William 
Morgan's  ‘Holy  Club’  were  taken  up 
by  the  Wesleys  through  following 
William’s  example,  not  the  other  way 
round  It  is  thus  hardlv  an 
exaggeration  to  say  that  the 
Methodist  Church  owes  its  very*" 
beginnings  to  the  young  son  of  a 
Dublin  merchant  " 

According  to  Lord  Kilbracken,  who 
is  a  respected  writer.  William  Morgan 
founded  a  contemplative  group  that 
became  known  as  the  “Holy  Club"  at 
Oxford  He  says  this  group  used  the 


name  Methodist  six  years  before  the 
term  was  used  by  the  followers  of 
Wesley. 

Little  is  known  of  William  Morgan, 
except  that  he  died  at  the  age  of  20  in 
1732  and  was  the  son  of  a  Dublin 
merchant.  Richard  Morgan,  who  later 
moved  from  Dublin  to  Killegar  House 
in  County  Letrim.  Lord  Kilbracken  is 
a  direct  descendant  of  William 
Morgan  and  lives  in  Killegar  House 

Lord  Kilbracken  says  that  he 
discovered  about  William  Morgan 
doing  research  on  his  family  tree 

Although  Lord  Kilbracken’s  theory 
is  being  discussed  seriously  in  British 
circles,  an  American  scholar  of 
Wesleyana  who  did  research  in  Great 
Britain  questions  it. 

Dr  Richard  P.  Heitzenrater  of  the 
Perkins  .School  of  Theology  in  Dallas, 
who  discovered  the  key  to  the  code 
used  in  Wesley’s  hitherto  secret 
diaries,  told  Religious  News  Service 
he  thinks  the  Kilbracken  theory 
"differentiates  between  Morgan  and 


the  Wesleys  in  a  way  that  tends  to  be 
misleading." 

He  said  his  research  indicates  that 
William  Morgan  and  Charles  Wesley 
(John’s  brother)  "began  following 
John  Wesley’s  method  of  holy  living 
while  John  Wesley  was  on  leave  from 
Oxford  up  in  the  North  Country  as  his 
father’s  curate.” 

Dr.  Heitzenrater  credited  William 
Morgan  with  having  influenced  the 
early  Methodist  movement  to  engage 
in  prison  ministry  and  educating 
orphan  children.  But  he  said  that 
although  Morgan  was  a  member  of 
the  original  group,  the  historied 
evidence  that  he  has  seen  does  not 
clearly  indicate  when  the  name  "Holy 
Club"  was  first  used. 

Although  Dr.  Heitzenrater  said  he 
considered  it  “going  out  on  a  limb"  to 
say  that  William  Morgan  was  the 
founder  of  the  "Holy  Club”,  he  felt 
that  “pointing  out  the  place  of  William 
Morgan  in  those  years  is  an  important 
part  of  understanding  the  origin"  of 
Methodism. 


Above  all.  the  commissidn  wants  a 
uniform  personnel  policy  for  the  general 
agencies  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  be  developed,  and  voted  to  request  that 
the  commission  on  employee  benefits 
undertake  the  task.  Ethnic  minorities 
suffer  because  of  a  lack  of  uniformity  in 
personnel  policy,  commissioners 
reported  here 

A  minority  employment  profile  of  the 
general  agencies  compiled  by  the  review 
committee  indicates  that  17.1  percent  of 
the  executive/protessional  staff  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  church  are  minorities  and 
that  28.9  percent  of  the  support  staff  are 
minority  persons. 

Mr  Havashi  said  two-thirds  of  all  the 
minority  persons  at  the  support  staff 
level  are  employed  at  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Among  the  four  United  Methodist 
ethnic  groups,  blacks  have  the  largest 
percentage  of  employment  with  12 
percent  at  the  executive  level  and  24.2 
percent  at  support  level.  Hispanic: 
executive  —  2.6  percent,  support  —  2.7 
percent:  Asian:  executive  -  2  percent, 
support  —  1.8  percent:  Native 

American:  executive  —  0.5  percent, 
support  0.2  percent. 

Minority  representation  on  boards  of 
directors  is  higher  on  the  average  —  21 
percent  —  than  on  employed  staffs. 
Minority  representation  on  agency 
hoards  ranges  from  13  percent  ( four  of  30 
members)  on  the  board  of  the 
Commission  of  Archives  and  History,  the 
Board  of  Pensions  and  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  to  40  percent 
(18  of  45  members)  on  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

Of  a  total  of  759  United  Methodist 
members  who  are  agency  directors.  183 
persons  are  minority  representatives. 
Minority  members  represent  4.5  percent 
of  the  total  membership  of  the  church 
according  to  the  latest  available 
statistics. 

Employment  recommendations 

Among  the  batch  of  recommendations 
on  employment  directed  to  the  boards 
and  agencies  are  requests  that  they  set 
“specific  numerical  goals.” 

In  a  separate  "position  paper”  on  the 
issue  of  ethnic  quotas  adopted  here,  the 
commission  spelled  out  the  distinction 
between  “quotas"  and  "goals.”  A  "goal” 
is  a  numerical  guideline  with  the 
emphasis  on  the  process  of  achieving  the 
number.  A  "quota"  on  the  other  hand, 
emphasizes  “no  more  than  and  no  less 
than"  the  number  required. 

The  commission’s  policy  as  a 
monitoring  agency  is  not  to  set  numbers 
or  goals  for  an  agency  but  to  insist  that 
this  is  their  management  responsibility. 

What  the  commission  really  wants  is 
"ethnic  presence"  in  sufficient  quantity 
in  each  of  the  church  agencies  and  it 
wants  this  “sufficiency"  to  be  ongoing. 

The  paper  says  that  much  of  the 
discussion  around  the  issue  of  ethnic 
participation  points  to  the  persistent 
reluctance  of  church  people  to  admit  that 
ethnic  people  might  have  a  valuable 
contribution  to  make  to  the  organization 
Dr  Woodie  White,  executive  for  the 
commission,  said  in  his  report  that 

UM  agency  votes 
sanctions  against 
South  Africa 

JACKSON.  Miss.  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  biggest  stockholder 
has  voted  to  "support  all  responsible 
shareholder  resolutions  opposing 
additional  investment  by  U.S. 
corporations  which  foster  apartheid 
practices  in  South  Africa." 

The  action  by  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions’  directors  also  backs  such 
resolutions  opposing  "the  extension  of 
new  credit  or  the  renewal  of  existing 
loans  to  the  government  of  South 
Africa." 

"The  apartheid  practices  of  the 
government  of  South  Africa  violate” 
investment  policies  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions  and  of  the  denomination,  the 
directors  said  in  taking  the  action  at  their 
semi-annual  meeting  here  Feb.  22-23. 
The  resolution  cited  the  “Book  of 
Discipline  and  the  Social  Principles 
adopted  by  the  1976  General  Conference. 

It  was  the  first  such  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Pensions,  although  in 
1977  the  board’s  committee  on  Corporate 
and  Fiduciary  Responsibility  cast 
supportive  votes  for  shareholder  actions 
in  annual  meetings  of  seven  companies 
with  business  interests  in  South  Africa. 

The  South  Africa  resolution  is  closely 
lied  to  support  of  the  so-called  "Sullivan 
Principles."  These  statements, 
developed  by  a  minister  serving  on  the 
board  of  General  Motors,  are  considered 
inadequate  by  some  critics  of 
investments  in  South  Africa  by 
businesses  in  the  United  States. 

An  estimated  320  American  companies 
now  have  subsidiary  operations  in  South 
Africa,  and  an  additional  6.000  U.S.  firms 
do  business  with  South  Africa  on  an 
agency  basis.  As  of  the  end  of  1977.  the 
Board  of  Pensions  had  investments  in 
about  50  of  these  companies. 

The  board’s  action  called  on  “all 
corporations  with  significant  operations 
in  South  Africa,  in  which  the  board  holds 
common  stock,  to  adopt  and  implement 
the  Sullivan  Principles."  Shareholder 
resolutions  requesting  adoption  of  the 
principles  will  he  submitted  by  the  board 
as  needed,  and  corporations  will  be 
asked  to  provide  status  reports,  “at  least 
annually"  on  implementation  of  the 
principles. 


■  progress  is  evident  in  the  increased 
number  of  racial  and  ethnic  minorities 
serving  on  general  boards  and  agencies 
Rut.  the  one  place  in  church  structure 
that  remains  essentially  unchanged  is 
the  local  congregation!” 

He  called  for  United  Methodists  to 
break  out  of  their  "congregational 
ghettos”  which  simply  never  provide 
opportunities  for  inter  racial  and  inter¬ 
ethnic  presence,  fellowship  and  worship. 

UMCs  have  opportunities  for  cross- 
racial  and  cross-cultural  fellowship  and 
service  aitorded  few  other  denomina¬ 
tions.  Dr.  White  said  However,  he 
added,  there  is  something  ironic  about 


a  local  congregation  which  sponsors  a 
2.000  mile  "Go  See  Caravan"  and  won't 
go  two  blocks  or  two  miles  to  "go  see" 
another  United  Methodist  congregation 
of  a  different  racial  or  ethnic 
background 

"I  am  grieved  to  observe  that  inter¬ 
racial  experiences  can  occur  -  in  office, 
school,  union  hall,  athletic  arenas  and 
political  rallies  —  but  not  within  local 
United  Methodist  churches."  Dr  Wrhite 
said  "I  am  grieved  that  our  young 
people  gather  at  basketball  and  football 
games  and  cheer  together,  but  do  not 
gather  in  local  congregations  and  pray 
together  " 


‘Abundant’  life  doesn  ’t 
mean  fat,  says  bishop 


B\ CHARLEY  LERRIGO 
Special  to  T1Y1/UMR 
PANAMA  CITY.  Panama  —  A 
spreading  midsection  can  get  in  the  way 
of  a  minister’s  proclamation  of  the 
"abundant  life"  in  Christ,  the  head  of  the 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of 
Panama  cautioned  here. 

The  Rev.  Carlos  Smith,  whose  position 
as  president  of  the  Panamanian  Church 
corresponds  roughly  to  the  U.S.  rank  of 
bishop,  suggested  that  bodv-building  — 
or  at  least  exercise  and  proper  diet  — 
means  a  lot  more  than  just  good  health. 

"We  ministers  are  usually  involved  in 
intellectual  work."  he  observed,  “so  a 
minister  might  tend  to  get  fat  in  the 
midsection. 

“Many  times  I  feel  that  the  people  in 
the  pews  might  identify  a  big  mid-section 
not  with  the  abundant  life  Jesus  spoke 
about,  but  with  the  easy  life.”  Out-of¬ 
shape  ministers  may  be  giving  their 
parishioners  the  idea  that  they  are 
"taking  it  easy."  he  said. 

For  his  part.  Mr.  Smith  has  not  only 
been  doing  body-building  exercises  for  15 
years,  but  also  has  been  instrumental  in 
getting  his  country  on  the  map  in  the 
body  builder’s  official  world. 

In  1975.  he  and  some  friends  organized 
what  has  become  the  Panamanian 
Federation  of  Body  Building.  The 
fledgling  organization  sent  a  team  to 
compete  in  the  championships  of  the 
Caribbean  Confederation  of  Body 
Building  practically  forcing  the  latter 
organization  to  add  the  words  “Central 
American"  to  its  name.  In  1977.  the 
Panamanians  hosted  the  first  Central 
American  championships,  drawing 
competitors  from  Guatemala,  Costa 
Rica  and  Belize. 

Body-building  aesthetic 

Mr.  Smith  distinguishes  between  bodv 
building  and  weight-lifting.  Tn  weight¬ 
lifting.  he  explained,  the  idea  is  to  lift 
heavier  and  heavier  weights.  The  body¬ 
builder  uses  heavy  weights  in  his 
exercise,  but  his  goal  is  to  develop  his 
muscles  aesthetically.  "A  weight  lifter 
could  be  a  very  fat  fellow:  a  body  builder 
will  develop  a  very  pleasing  and 
symmetrical  body."  he  said. 

Mr  Smith’s  efforts  in  promoting  body 


Carlos  Smith 

building  in  the  secular  world  have  given 
him  new  opportunities  for  ministry.  He’s 
met  people  he  might  not  otherwise  have 
met.  and  since  the  1977  championships, 
because  of  the  sports  angle,  he’s  found  it 
easier  to  get  radio.  T  V.  and  newspaper 
attention. 

The  fact  of  his  being  a  minister  has  had 
its  impact.  At  the  1975  competition  in 
Curacao,  he  gave  an  invocation  at  the 
public  presentation  —  the  first  time  that 
had  happened  Young  people  in  his 
church  have  responded  enthusiastically. 
And  after  a  post-service  body  building 
demonstration  one  Sunday  morning,  one 
"very  chubby  parishioner"  came  to  him 
for  advice  on  exercises  and  diet. 

"Jesus  said,  I  have  come  in  order  that 
they  might  have  life  in  all  its  fullness’,” 
Mr.  Smith  said.  "Exercises  and  proper 
diet  can  be  one  aspect  of  that  fullness  of 
life.  Many  times  we  Christians  tend  to 
spiritualize  our  messages.  But  I  find  that 
in  body  building  we  are  conditioning  the 
body  for  the  fullness  of  physical  life, 
which  is  one  aspect  of  the  message  Jesus 
brought." 

Mr.  Lerrigo  recently  toured  Central 
America  as  a  writer  for  Interpretive 
Services,  a  section  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church 


Spa  nish-speaking  publication  is  off  press 

NASHY  ILLE  < UMC)  —  Dr.  Roberto  Escamilla,  seated,  editor  of  a  new  Spanish- 
language  publication  with  program  guidelines  for  Spanish-speaking  L^nited 
Methodists  released  this  month,  discusses  the  project  with  Ronald  Patterson. 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  Book  Editor,  and  Theresa  Santillian,  who 
assisted  w  ith  production  of  the  book.  vnttfd  mfthodist  pi  bi.ishinc,  hoi  sf  photo 
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Who  are  diaconal  ministers? 

Future  of  laypersons  in  UM  service  ministries  explored 


UM  worker  develops  prison  ministry 

NASHVILLE  —  Tennessee  conference’s  new  church  and  community  worker  in  the 
field  of  prison  ministry.  Laura  Wells  (right)  discusses  the  situation  at  Tennessee 
State  Prison  here  with  Sister  Bernadelle  Nolan,  one  of  six  chaplains  at  the  men's 
prison.  Ms.  Wells,  assigned  by  the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  works  w ith  UM  churches  or  individuals  in  the  conference  in  a  ministry  to 
persons  in  prison. 
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By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  -  The  time  mav  have  come 
tor  a  ‘permanent  diaconate”  -  ot 
persons  set  apart  for  lifelong 
commitment  to  ministries  of  service  —  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  And  if  it 
has,  then  those  persons  should  have  an 
equal  role  with  ordained  ministers  in  the 
specialized  ministries  of  the  church,  a 
committee  to  study  diaconal  ministry 
affirmed  here  last  week 

Roth  biblically  and  historically,  a 
"permanent  diaconate’’  is  on  firm 
ground,  the  committee  agreed.  And  the 
UMC,  with  its  recently-created 
"diaconal  ministry”  category,  has  a 
unique  opportunity  to  renew  and  build  on 
that  tradition. 

Even  those  first  bare  planks  of  a 
theological  base  for  diaconal  ministries 
were  tentative  —  mere  "working 
hvpntheses"  on  the  wav  to  fleshing  out 
legislation  for  the  1980  General 
Conference  -  the  committee  agreed  in 
its  third  “shirt-sleeves"  session  Feb  22- 
23. 

•  Made  up  of  representatives  of  both  the 


Wyoming  conference  homes  buck 
trend plan  major  expansion 


BINGHAMTON.  N  Y.  ( UMC  (-Church- 
sponsored  homes  for  the  elderly  may  be 
in  financial  hot  w'ater  in  some  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences.^  but 
Wyoming  conference’s  Homes  for  the 
Aging  Corp..  is  not  only  holding  its  own 
but  expanding. 

"By  1985  we  expect  to  be  caring  for 
more  than  1.000  people  in  contrast  to  the 
400  we  now  serve.”  said  S.  Lowell 
Barnes,  executive  director  of  the 
corporation  based  here 

Methodist  Homes  for  the  Aging  of  the 
Wyoming  conference,  (spanning 
northeast  Pennsylvania  and  central  New 
York)  now  includes  three  facilities  in 
New  York  State  —  Elizabeth  Church 
Manor  at  Binghamton.  Hilltop  Manor  in 
Johnson  City  and  Murray-Tufts-Garrett 
Manor  at  Narrowsburg  —  plus  a  fourth  in 
Pennsylvania  —  Methodist  Manor  in 
Tunkhannock. 

In  addition,  construction  has  started  on 
an  $8.5  million  full-service  geriatric 
campus  in  the  Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
area  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  known  as 
Wesley  Village,  a  $6  million  geriatric 
campus  is  in  process  of  development  at 
Oneonta.  N.Y..  and  the  home  in  Johnson 
City  is  enlarging  its  facilities. 

Asked  why  the  corporation  is  thriving 
while  some  other  church-related 
facilities  are  threatened  with 
bankruptcy.  Mr  Barnes  gave  two 
reasons. 

The  Wyoming  Conference  agency  has 
avoided  life-care  contracts,  and  it  uses 
the  latest  in  cost-control  techniques 
including  a  daily  accounting  of  "what  our 
cost  experience  is." 

Mr  Barnes  explained  that  the  life-care 
contract  involves  a  resident  turning  over 
all  or  a  large  part  of  his  or  her  estate  to 
the  agency  in  return  for  free  life  care  or  a 
low  fixed  monthly  charge  depending  on 
the  size  of  the  estate  and  the  type  of 
contract.  This  type  of  plan  was  based  on 
life  expectancy  (actuarial)  tables. 

For  example,  a  resident  entering  the 


facility  at  78  years  of  age  was  expected  to 
live  7.5  years 

“The  cruel  irony  and  the  real  cause  of 
the  current  financial  disaster.”  said  Mr. 
Barnes,  "is  that  due  to  the  quality  of  care 
offered,  the  78-vear-old  did  not  expire  at 
85  but  lived  to  be  93.  The  resident  outlived 
the  funds  set  aside  for  his  care  and  the 
agency  failed  to  receive  an  entire  cycle 
of  new  initial  income  resulting  from  new 
contracts.”  Another  problem  came 
because  holders  of  life  care  contracts 
were  excluded  from  Medicaid,  and  the 


agency  had  to  pay  for  expensive  nursing 
care  when  needed 

A  different  plan  was  adopted  by  the 
Wyoming  conference  when  it  started  its 
facilities  19  years  ago.  Prior  to 
construction  of  each  facility  a  fund¬ 
raising  campaign  was  held  throughout 
the  conference  and  in  the  community 
involved  and  adequate  seed  money  was 
gathered.  Residents  pay  a  monthly  rate 
equal  to  the  unendowed  costs  of  their 
care  and  remain  eligible  for  Medicaid  if 
nursing  is  required. 


North  Indianans  refuse  to 
bail  out  retirement  home 


CRS  COMMUNICATIONS 
CLINIC  —  Albuquerque 
March  28-29 

Hands-On-Training 

•  Producing  the  Local  Church  Newsletter 

•  Getting  on  Radio  and  Television 

•  Sight  and  Sound  Production 

•  Principles  of  Advertising 

•  16mm  Film  Preview 

E.  Leonard  Gillingham.  Dean 
write  for  brochure 
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KOKOMO.  Ind.  (UMC)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  North  Indiana 
Annual  Conference  has  rejected  a  plan 
for  raising  $2.6  million  in  additional  aid 
for  financially-pressed  Wesley  Manor,  a 
retirement  home  in  Frankfort.  Ind. 

The  action  came  at  a  called  session  of 
the  annual  conference  here  Feb.  18. 

Wesley  Manor  will  be  $1.9  million  in 
default  on  a  bond  issue  on  April  30  and 
has  been  running  an  operating  deficit. 
Recommendations  —  presented  by  a 
special  task  force  and  voted  down  bv  a 
substantial  margin  by  the  1.000  or  more 
delegates  present  —  called  for  raising 
the  $2.6  million  during  the  next  five  years 
by  apportionments  to  local  churches  and 
voluntary  gifts.  The  plan  was  designed  to 
cover  the  home’s  current  obligations  to 
bondholders  and  projected  operating 
losses  through  1986. 

The  conference  did  ask  the  bishop  and 
cabinet  to  name  an  interim  committee  to 
continue  study  of  the  matter  and  report 
to  the  regular  session  of  the  annual 
conference  May  25-28. 

Action  rejecting  the  proposal  came 
after  a  warning  from  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Wolf. 
Ft.  Wayne  pastor  and  former  chairman 
of  the  conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  not  to  “take  any  action 
hat  can  be  interepreted  in  the  future  as 
binding  or  prejudicial. " 

At  stake,  he  said,  is  a  legal  issue  as  to 
whether  the  conference  itself  is  liable  for 
the  high-risk  bond  issue  assumed  by  an 
affiliated  corporation,  and  whether  "the 
denomination  is  liable  as  well.”  The 
latter  question  now  is  being  tested  before 
a  California  state  court  in  a  case  growing 
out  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Pacific 
Homes  network. 

Although  the  retirement  home  has 
operated  at  a  deficit  since  1967.  the 
annual  losses  increased  sharply  in  1972 
after  a  13-month  delay  in  construction  of 
a  new  addition  in  which  a  shortage  of 
materials  was  a  major  factor  A  $9  5 
million  bond  indenture  was  issued  at  that 


time  to  cover  long-term  indebtedness. 

The  facility,  with  a  capacity  of  341.  has 
312  residents  currently.  It  is  operated  by 
Northwest  Indiana  Methodist  Home. 
Inc.,  and  is  one  of  six  retirement 
facilities  in  Indiana  related  to  the 
denomination. 


\A  hug  is  a  hug  --f 
or  is  it? 

:•  WASHINGTON.  D  C.  (EP)  —  Jim  j| 
:•  Stentzel.  associate  editor  of  :• 
•!  “Sojourners”  magazine,  has  analyzed  •: 
£  Christian  hugging  and  concluded  that  £ 
:•  the  effusive  charismatic,  or  neo-  :• 
•:  Pentecostal.  Christians  are  the*: 
£  biggest  public  huggers  around.  £ 

£  “Liberals  all  hug  basically  the  same  £ 
way,”  he  notes,  "facing  each  other, 

•:  with  one  to  four  inches  between  each 
£  other’s  shoes  .  .  .  and  with  lots  of  body  £ 
£  contact.”  £ 

•:  Old  Liberals,  he  said,  give  “brief,  £ 
£  hard  hugs,”  while  New  Liberals  give  £ 
:•  “softer,  longer  hugs."  Post  Liberals.  £ 
he  says,  offer  hugs  that  are  “very 
£  close  and  warm,  sometimes  with£ 
£  whispering  in  the  ear .  .  .”  £ 

•j:  The  most  difficult  to  learn,  he  said.  •£ 
£  was  the  Neo-Evangelical  Hug  (NEH).  £ 
a  sort  of  lean-to  hug.  At  least  three  £ 
•|:  feet  separate  the  two.  and  the  huggers 
£  bend  at  the  waist  so  that  only  their  £ 
X  arms  and  ears  touch  each  other.  X 
•j  Mr.  Stentzel.  who  spent  five  years  in  •: 
£  Japan,  found  hugging  part  of  his  :• 
£  cultural  shock  when  he  returned  to  the  :j 
^  U  S.  :j 


Ronrd  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education.  <RHFM).  the  study 
committee's  work  is  being  implemented 
bv  RHFM’s  Division  of  Diaconal 
Ministries.  It  is  charged  with  enlarging 
on  diaconal  ministires  legislation 
enacted  by  the  1976  General  Conference  > 
Rut  it  also  affirmed,  "for  working 
purposes."  that  both  ordained  and  those 
ministers  who  serve  in  a  "permanent 
diaconate"  : 

•  are  engaged  equallv  in  "sacramental 
ministries”  -  those  ministries  which 
function  as  "outward  and  visible  signs  of 
the  presence  and  grace  of  God’ ' ; 

•  serve  equally  as  representatives  and 
enablers  of  the  general  minsitry  to  which 
all  Christians  are  called  . 

•  share  a  responsibilitv  both  within  and 
without  the  community  of  faith 

With  that  understanding  of 
"permanent  diaconate.”  the  group  said, 
"wo  affirm  that  the  UMC  should  no 
longer  ordain  probationary  candidates 
for  elder  as  ‘deacons'  "  -  a  designation 
now  given  to  persons  on  their  way  to 
becoming  ordained  elders. 

Admittedly  not  all  "diaconal 
ministers"  -  those  currently  described 
in  the  church's  "Book  of  Discipline”  as 
“professional  lay  workers"  -  will 
choose  to  enter  the  "permanent 
diaconate.”  the  committee  agreed  For 
those  who  do  not.  another  category  of 
service  may  need  to  he  retained  or 
developed  Rut  for  those  who  do.  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  provide  full  and 
comparable  benefits 

Kidnappers 
said  to  be 
6 born-again ’ 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  Two  of  the 
three  young  men  convicted  for  the  1976 
Chowchilla  kidnapping  of  26  school 
children  and  their  bus  driver  have 
become  "born  again”  Christians  while  in 
jail. 

A  church-supported  prison  chaplain, 
who  testified  as  a  character  witness  in  an 
Oakland  court  hearing,  said  that  James 
Schoenfeld.  26.  and  his  brother.  Richard 
23.  had  “prayed  the  sinner’s  prayer  and 
asked  Jesus  Christ  to  be  their  personal 
Savior." 

The  Schoenfelds  are  the  latest  in  a 
series  of  well-known  personalities  who 
reportedly  became  Christians  either 
while  they  were  incarcerated  or  being 
sought  by  the  law. 

Other  recent  converts  include  Tex 
Watson  and  Susan  Atkins  of  the  Charles 
Manson  family,  and  Eldridge  Cleaver, 
former  Black  Panther  leader. 

Chaplain  Cliff  Harbaugh.  an  ordained 
minister  of  an  independent  Baptist 
Church  in  Dublin,  Calif,  said  he  first  met 
Richard  Schoenfeld  during  a  routine 
round  of  calls  at  the  Santa  Rita  prison 
facility  near  Pleasanton  in  August.  1976. 

"I  struck  .  up  a  pastoral  type 
relationship.”  the  chaplain  told  Russell 
Chandler  of  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 
“About  a  month  later  he  accepted 
Christ.” 

Both  boys  had  been  brought  up  in 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Sunday 
schools  and  had  "received  religious 
training  though  they  didn’t  have  a 
personal  commitment  to  Christ.”  Mr. 
Harbaugh  said. 

Mr.  Harbaugh  added  that  he  met 
James  Schoenfeld  in  early  September  of 
1976  at  Alameda  County  Courthouse  Jail. 
"He  made  the  same  commitment  as  his 
brother  did:  it  was  a  quiet  thing."  Mr. 
Harbaugh  said. 

According  to  Mr.  Harbaugh.  the 
Schoenfeld  brothers  have  been  enrolled 
in  Bible  correspondence  courses  since 
their  conversion.  He  emphasized  that 
other  chaplains  and  prisoners  had  also 
talked  to  the  young  men  about  Christ 


Teleministries  reach  for  those 
‘caught  up  in  life’s  problems’ 


Wesley 

Manor 

Retirement 

Village 

Jacksonville, 

Florida 


We  Live  In  A  Garden! 

So  states  one  of  the  residents  of  beautiful  Wesley  Manor,  a  full-service 
retirement  village  located  on  an  arm  of  the  picturesque  St.  Johns  River.  All 
apartments  are  ground  level,  each  opening  onto  its  own  private  patio  and 
garden  With  all  necessary  services  provided  and  over  50  acres  of  grounds, 
there  are  both  time  and  space  for  either  quiet  serenity  or  active  involvement.  In 
this  secure,  relaxing  atmosphere  with  warm,  congenial  neighbors  like  vourself. 
vou  will  feel  at  home  for  the  rest  of  vour  life. 

WESLEY  MANOR  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious,  comfortable  living 
with  every  service  provided,  including  full  health  care.  You  may  either  call  or 
write  for  full  information  to  be  sent  to  vou  bv  return  mail. 

WESLEY  MANOR  STATION,  State  Rd  1 3  S  .  Jacksonville.  Fla.  32223 
R  Grady  Snowden,  Jr  .  Administrator  Phone  904/268-5541 

A  facility  of  Jacksonville  Methodist  Home.  Inc  of  the  Jacksonville  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of 
The  Cniled  Methodist  Church,  hut  non  sectarian  in  itshenefils 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Most  persons  seeking  help 
through  telephone  counseling  services 
aren’t  needing  advice  about  “big 
problems”  such  as  suicidal  tendencies, 
drugs,  mental  breakdowns  or  lives  of 
crime,  according  to  the  head  of  a 
national  telephone  counseling  ministry 
which  has  its  roots  in  Methodism. 

“Most  of  our  calls 
come  from  ordinary 
people  caught  up  in 
life’s  ordinary  prob¬ 
lems,”  the  Rev. 

Robert  E.  Larson, 

Jr.,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Contact  Tele- 
ministries,  said  at  a 
press  conference 
here  recently. 

Mr.  Larson  said 
“Contact,”  which  grew  out  of  a  crisis 
intervention  program  started  by  Method¬ 
ist  minister  Alan  Walker  in  Sidney,  Aus¬ 
tralia  15  years  ago,  received  a  million 
calls  in  the  United  States  last  year  from 
persons  finding  themselves  in  some  sort 
of  crisis.  The  calls  were  handled  by 
trained  volunteers  in  Contact’s  72  ac¬ 
credited  centers  across  the  nation. 

"We  do  get  some  calls  from  persons  in 
life  threatening  situations  and  from 
persons  in  dramatic,  uncommon 
predicaments.”  Mr.  Larson  said,  "but  by 
far  the  greatest  number  of  calls  come 
from  persons  simply  having  trouble 


Robert  I. arson 


Undoubtedly  many  issues  still  need  to 
be  resolved  before  even  a  complete 
Iheological  statement  can  come  —  much 
less  the  practical  criteria  for  a  category 
which  is  new  to  the  modern-day  life  of  the 
church,  members  agreed 

Still  unanswered,  even  tentatively,  are 
questions  of  (1)  how  diaconal  ministers 
should  be  "authenticated"  —  hv 
ordination,  consecration  or  in  some  other 
wav?  ( 2 >  how  appointments  —  especially 
those  outside  the  church  -  should  be 
dealt  with:  (3)  what  relationship 
diaconal  ministers  hold  to  the  annual 
conference,  the  local  church  and  the 
general  church:  and  perhaps  even,  (4) 
how  the  present  categories  of  “lay"  and 
"clergv"  orders  will  be  understood. 

The  committee  launched  its 
deliberations  last  week  from  a  summary 
paper  on  “diakonia"  (the  Greek  New 
Testament  word  for  "service" )  developed 
bv  Dr.  Leroy  Howe  of  Perkins  School  of 


Theology  here. 

While  stressing  the  "in-process” 
nature  of  its  work,  committee  member 
Betsy  Ewing,  diaconal  minister  with  the 
Office  of  Deaconesses/ Home  Mission¬ 
aries  in  New  York,  was  hopeful  that 
"theologizing  has  begun  which  will 
involve  and  enrich  the  whole  people  of 
God"  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Howe  agreed  “It  is  crucial.”  he 
warned  the  group,  "that  we  develop  an 
understanding  of  diaconal  ministry 
which  is  in  keeping  with  our 
understanding  of  the  general  ministry  of 
all  Christians.  Otherwise  we  ought  not  to 
go  this  route." 

Committee  chairperson  Dr  Ethel 
Johnson  of  Methodist  Theological 
School,  Delaware.  Ohio,  said  the  group 
had  at  least  begun  to  frame  its  intent  for 
a  sound  theological  base— a  process 
which  should  crystalize  in  a  foundation 
statement  when  it  meets  again  in  May. 


DALLAS  —  The  new  and  the  old  get  a  briefing  here  as  Nick  Madaloni.  (right) 
TM/UMR  manager  for  printing  annual  conference  journals,  shows  two  editors  how 
to  set  copy  for  statistical  tables.  Attending  the  first  seminar  held  by  TM/UMR  for 
editors  of  journals  printed  by  the  newspaper’s  journal  division  are  the  Rev.  Bert 
Lewis  (left)  of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference  which  has  printed  for  several 
years  with  TM/UMR  and  the  Rev.  Dick  Kistler  (center)  of  the  North  Indiana 
conference  which  will  be  printing  for  the  first  time  with  TM/UMR.  tm/i'MR  photo 

Conference  journal  editors 
train  at  TM/UMR  seminar 

21  annual  conferences  this  year.  The 
newspaper’s  journal  division  has  now 
expanded  to  include  printing  of  a  wide 
variety  of  UMC  materials,  including 
administrative  directories.  United 
Methodist  Women  annual  reports  and 
audio-visual  catalogues. 

Six  annual  conferences  will  be  using 
TM/UMR  Production  services  this  year 
for  the  first  time  to  print  tb.eir  journals: 
Baltimore.  Mississippi.  North  Indiana. 
South  Indiana.  Tennessee,  and  North 
Texas. 


coping  with  some  common  problem  of 
life.” 

The  calls  are  handled  by  volunteers 
who  are  trained  in  listening  skills.  Many 
of  the  callers  are  referred  by  the 
volunteers  to  other  counselors  and 
professionals  dealing  with  specific  types 
of  problems. 

Contact  has  no  formal  ties  with  any 
Christian  church  nationally,  but  is 
supported  and  promoted  by  various  local 
churches  —  and  in  the  case  of  United 
Methodism,  annual  conferences  — 
across  the  country. 

"Although  we  share  common  ground 
with  many  humanitarian  organizations 
who  do  similar  work,  we  also  have  a 
Christian  dimension  to  what  we  do  that  is 
not  found  in  every  counseling  program.” 
Mr  Larson  told  TM/UMR.  He  said  this 
doesn't  mean  counselors  “preach”  the 
Gospel  over  the  telephone,  however,  but 
that  ministry  is  done  out  of  Christian 
commitment. 

"We  begin  with  an  affirmation  that 
God  is  present  in  human  suffering."  adds 
the  Rev  DeForrest  Wiksten.  who  heads 
Contact  Teleministries  in  Dallas.  "We 
believe  no  one's  problems  are  ever 
completely  solved  in  this  life,  a  point  of 
view  that  puts  things  in  perspective  for 
us.  Persons  working  strictly  out  of 
humanitarian  concerns  would  have  to  be 
very  frustrated  by  such  counseling 
because  complete  success  is  never 
attained  " 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  “Working  together  to  get 
the  job  done  better  and  faster”  was  the 
focus  of  a  first-time  seminar  here  last 
week  for  annual  conference  journal 
editors  and  the  staff  of  TM/UMR 
Productions. 

Seventeen  of  the  21  editors  from 
conferences  which  contract  with 
TM/UMR  to  produce  their  journals  met 
for  a  “walk-through"  of  the  newspaper’s 
production  facilities  and  training  in  all 
phases  of  journal  production. 

Annual  conference  journals  are 
printed  and  distributed  each  year  as 
official  records  of  conference  business. 

At  the  two-and-a-half  day  seminar, 
editors  learned  how  to  prepare  copy  — 
including  statistical  tables  —  for 
printing,  how  TM/UMR  equipment 
functions,  and  how  best  to  coordinate 
efforts  with  the  Dallas  staff  for 
maximum  efficiency. 

"Journals  are  a  valuable  tool  for 
annual  conferences.  The  quicker  they 
are  in  the  hands  of  annual  conference 
members,  the  more  valuable  they  are.” 
explained  TM/UMR  journal  manager 
Nick  Madaloni,  who  led  the  seminar. 
Noting  that  all  15  journals  produced  by 
TM/UMR  productions  last  year  reached 
members  either  on  or  ahead  of  schedule 

—  and  all  of  them  by  Sept  24  following 
the  conference  sessions  in  May  and  June 

—  he  outlined  scheduling  and  mailing 
procedures  he  said  will  insure  continued 
on-time  delivery. 

TM/LIMR  Productions  is  equipped  to 
mail  journals  directly  to  members  within 
six  hours  after  they  are  printed.  Mr. 
Madaloni  said.  Unlike  some  other 
printers,  he  said,  “we  make  journals  a 
top  priority”  and  thus  can  assure  editors 
“our  personal  care  and  concern.” 

Now  in  its  fifth  year  of  publishing 
journals.  TM/UMR  Productions 
anticipates  printing  some  8.000  pages  for 


Continuing  their  affiliation  with 
TM/UMR  Production  are  these  annual 
conferences:  California-Nevada. 

Florida.  Kansas  East.  Kentucky.  Little 
Rock.  Louisiana.  Memphis.  Pacific  and 
Southwest.  Pacific  Northwest. 
Peninsula.  Red  Bird.  Rocky  Mountain. 
Southern  New  England.  Texas  and 
Yellowstone. 


Classified 


RATE :  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion 


WANTED  Minister  of  Program  Development 
Emphasis  in  church  school,  youth,  and  evangelism 
Team  ministry  Strong  church  in  growing 
eommunitv  Prefer  five  to  ten  years  experience 
Salarv  negotiable  Rev  William  \.  McCord.  Box  336. 
Napa  Calif  94558  Phone  <707 1  224-5491 


EXPERIENCED  MINISTER  MUSIC  graduate 

music  degree  Furnish  resume,  references, 
statement  beliefs  and  understanding  of  ministry, 
salary  expectations  Rev  Robert  Dickerson.  First 
United  Methodist.  6  East  Wright.  Pensacola.  Fla 
32501 


DIRECTOR  -  Children  and  Youth  Agency. 

Tennessee  Conference  Itnited  Methodist  Church, 
Masters  Degree  required:  to  help  churches  plan  and 
develop  programs  for  children  and  youth.  Send 
resumes  by  March  10  to  Anita  I.  Booth.  4162  Bob 
White  Drive.  Nashville.  Tenn  37218 


FOR  SALE:  CROSSES  Confirmand's  award  6x10  - 
$3  75;  Classroom,  family  10x18  $7  50.  Pendant 

$2  00.  Specials  to  order  Write  Merrill  Gates.  7  S.  711 
Olesen  Drive,  Naperville,  III  60540 
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Workshops 


YOUTH 
CURRICULUM 
RESOURCES  WORKSHOPS 

DO  YOU  WANT  TO  KNOW  ... 


—What  resources  are  available  for  the  new  UMY  setting  and  how  to 
use  them? 

—What  United  Methodist  curriculum  resources  are  available  for 
youth? 

—How  to  select  curriculum  resources  according  to  the  needs  of  your 
group? 

Then,  the  YOUTH  CURRICULUM  RESOURCES 
WORKSHOPS  are  for  you. 

Watch  for  the  workshop  in  your 

•  Annual  Conference 

•  District 

•  Sub-District 

•  Cluster 

•  Local  Church 
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Subscriptions 
tabulated 
to  March  1 


o>3 

9^1 


CM 


Alexandria 
Horseshore  ....  3 

Marksville .  28 

Newman .  22 

Total . 543 


Mt.  Olive .  7 

Mer  Rouge,  Collinston .  6 

Lake  Providence .  14 

Total . 861 


Ingleside  .  . . 
Broadmoor. . 


Beech  Grove . 

Livingston,  James  Chapel, 


Bluff  Creek,  Slaughter  . 


Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

St.  Paul . 

Fitzgerald . 

Asbury,  Franklin,  Trinity,  Baldwin 
Total . 


Lake  Charles 

St.  Luke’s . 

Centenary,  Rayne .  5 

DeQuincy  .  6 

DeRidder .  28 

Ebenezer,  Wesley .  15 

Total  t . 467 

Monroe 

Oak  Grove .  1 

Sicily  Island .  11 

Harrisonburg .  7 

Hebert .  9 

Columbia,  First .  10 

Reveille,  Crew  Lake .  1 

Crowville,  Mangham .  8 

Washington  Chapel .  6 


New  Orleans-Houma 

-Ham- 

St.  James . 

.  3 

Rayne  Memorial . 

.  8 

Carrollton . 

.  38 

Mt.  Zion . 

.  49 

..  65 

Total . 

. 516 

.  .  15 

.  .  5 

New  Orleans-Slidell 

Hartzell-Mt.  Zion . 

.  3 

..  10 

Munholland . 

.  26 

.  37 

. .  17 

St.  Bernard . 

.  7 

.  .719 

St.  Timothy  .  . . 

.  3 

Slidell  - . 

.  41 

Grace . 

.  14 

.  4 

. .  7 

First,  New  Orleans . 

.  1 

.  .  498 

Total . . 

. 434 

Ruston 

.  .  4 

Bienville . 

.  6 

Minden .  1 

Ringgold .  4 

Dubach,  Hilly .  21 

Total . 594 

Shreveport 

Noel .  1 

Christ .  1 

Caddo  Heights .  9 

Bossier,  First .  10 

Fairfield .  13 

Trinity,  Ellerbe  Rd .  6 

Blanchard,  Belcher .  10 

St.  Luke’s .  1 

Total . 780 


Due  to  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Subscriptions  arriving  in  the  Conference 
Office  as  late  as  the  week  of  February  27  and  the  illness  of  the  Clerk,  typist,  Connie 
Mitchell,  persons  may  fail  to  receive  one  or  two  editions.  This  delay  also  makes  it 
impossible  for  the  Dallas  office  to  process  all  the  names  at  one  time.  We  are  working 
hard  to  finish  the  campaign  as  soon  as  possible. 

New  Associate  Director  of  Council 
on  Ministries  recommended 


A  proposal  for  a  new  associate  director 
assigned  to  youth  ministry  and 
leadership  development  for  the  church 
school  was  approved  by  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and  the 
Council  on  Ministries  at  their  meetings  at 
Alexandria  First  Church  and  Palestine 
Church  February  23-25. 

The  proposed  addition  to  the  council 
staff  originated  in  the  cabinet,  which 
approved  the  idea  unanimously.  The 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  also 
recommended  approval.  If  adopted  at 
the  next  regular  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference,  the  new  position  will  be 
filled  as  of  January  1, 1979. 


Rev.  Ray  Branton,  Council  Director, 
said,  “This  proposal  can  strengthen  our 
work  in  two  important  areas.  Experience 
has  taught  us  we  need  a  staff  person  to  do 
our  best  work  in  youth  ministry. 
Moreover,  a  staff  person  who  will 
specialize  in  church  school  leadership 
development  can  strengthen  the  work 
already  being  done  in  this  area  by  Mrs. 
Inez  Chrisentery  and  me.  ” 

In  «*her  action,  the  Council  on 
Ministries  recommended  to  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  a  plan  for 
dividing  the  $110,000  now  being  raised  for 
Conference  Benevolences  for  1979,  and  it 
made  additional  recommendations  to 
CFA  for  1980  Conference  Benevolences. 
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Lafayette  Churches  join  in  United  Christian  Outreach 


By  ROGERS  OLVERSON, 
Advertiser  Staff  Writer 

A  family  from  the  Pacific  Northwest 
arrived  in  Lafayette,  hopeful,  but  with  no 
money  and  no  place  to  stay.  The 
husband,  who  had  been  out  of  work  for 
months,  had  just  landed  a  job  with  a  local 
firm,  but  his  first  paycheck  was  two 
weeks  away.  In  addition,  the  family  was 
expecting  a  fourth  child  soon. 

In  another  case,  an  elderly  Lafayette 
resident  had  run  out  of  food  between 
Social  Security  checks. 

Local  public  assistance  agencies  were 
not  set  up  to  handle  such  short-term 
emergency  problems.  But  a  new  service 
organization,  made  up  of  11  local 
churches,  is.  United  Christian  Outreach 
is  designed  to  fill  the  gap  between  the 
public  agencies  programs  and  the 
limited  resources  of  individual  churches. 

“The  idea  behind  the  United  Christian 
Outreach  is  to  get  the  churches  together 
so  we  can  quit  duplicating  services, 
stretch  our  dollars  and  help  more 
people,”  explains  Allice  Cox.  client 
screening  coordinator  for  the  new 
organization. 

UCO  was  able  to  provide  the  family  of 
newcomers  with  temporary  housing, 
food  and  baby  clothes  —  enough  to  get 
them  back  on  their  feet.  It  provided  a 
basket  of  food  to  tide  the  elderly  woman 
over. 

The  organization  has  already  responded 
to  over  100  such  calls  for  help.  It  is 


looking  for  a  large  storage  facility  from 
which  supplies  can  be  dispensed. 

The  idea  for  the  service  organization 
gelled  about  a  year  ago.  Several 
individuals  who  had  worked  in 
community  service  projects  in  their 
churches  began  to  think  that  the 
churches  could  be  more  effective  if  they 
pooled  their  resources  and  efforts.  An 
ecumenical  service  venture  in  Port 
Arthur.  Texas  became  the  model  for  the 
idea.  and.  through  the  Lafayette 
Ministerial  Alliance,  the  UCO  program 
proceeded. 

“The  Protestant  and  Catholic  Church 
members  realized  that  by  joining  an 
ecumenical  movement  of  pooling 
resources,  much  more  assistance  may  be 
rendered  to  those  in  temporary  need." 
says  Bradley  Foreman,  UCO  vice 
president. 

Other  officers  on  the  UCO  board  are 
Celia  Bollich,  secretary;  Ann  Darnall, 
treasurer;  Marian  Murray,  program 
coordinator;  Alice  Cox  client  screening 
coordinator;  and  Jo  Ann  Hornsby, 
volunteer  services  coordinator. 

“We  hope  UCO  will  fill  the  vacuum  left 
by  other  agencies  and  relieve  the 
churches  of  some  duplications,”  says 
Rev.  Roy  Winbush,  president  of  the 
Lafayette  Ministerial  Alliance.”  “Even 
more,  we  hope  it  will  fill  some  ministries 
that  are  not  being  filled  now,  and  that  it 
will  be  a  strong  testimony  for  our 
Christian  witness  in  the  community.” 


Letter  to  Editor 


I  enjoyed  your  article  in  the 
“Louisiana  United  Methodist”  on 
curriculum  resources. 

First  let  me  state  that  I  am  a  lifelong 
Methodist  and  I  am  for  United  Methodist 
Curriculum  Resources. 

Here  is  the  point.  Your  loyal  feelings 
for  our  Methodist  Heritage  is  probably 
typical  of  a  large  segment  of  the  clergy 
and  the  officials  of  our  church.  That 
loyalty  is  good.  But  I  see  a  danger  in  an 
over-emphasis  on  our  heritage. 

We  are  Christians  first,  and  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Right?  And  then 
Methodists  second.  But  what  I  seem  to 
hear  is  us  lifting  up  “Methodist”  and 
“Methodism”  more  than  we  lift  up  Jesus 
Christ. 

A  case  in  point.  Evangelism  Explosion 
and  James  Kennedy  are  Presbyterian, 
but  no  mention  is  ever  made  of 
Presbyterianism,  only  Jesus  Christ  and 


the  Bible.  When  the  Board  of  Evangelism 
of  the  Mississippi  Conference  came  up 
1  with  a  similar  program,  it  was  called 
“Four  Great  Emphases  of  United 
Methodism.”  Sure  enough  it  mentioned 
God,  Sin,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Spirit  and 
Love,  but  it  was  all  used  in  the  context  of 
Methodism.  An  outsider,  a  non-believer, 
looking  for  a  better  life  finds  that  life  in 
Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  and  offering  him 
Methodism  is  not  an  adequate  substitute. 

It  seems  to  me  we  are  running  scared. 
We  are  continually  losing  membership 
and  we  are  frantic  about  all  that.  We  in 
[urn  start  pushing  Methodism  hard  when 
what  we  should  do  is  push  Jesus  Christ 
hard  and  our  membership  problem  will 
be  taken  care  of  as  a  benefit  of  serving 
the  King.  I  contend  people  are  more 
attracted  to  Jesus  Christ  than  they  are  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church  or  any 
church. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  be  the  speaker  for  the  George  W.  Pomeroy 
Memorial  Series.  March  19-21  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles.  He 
will  speak  four  times  on  the  following  subjects:  Looking  for  Easy  Solutions  to  Hard 
Problems,  In  the  Garden  of  the  Oil  Press,  On  the  Way  of  Sorrow,  and  On  Heartbreak 
Hill. 


Around  the  Conference 


Tom  Roughface,  pastor  of  an  Oklahoma  Indian  Mission,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  evening  service  in  February  at  Henning  Memorial  in  Sulphur.  Church  school 
teachers  and  assistants  were  guests  of  the  Commission  on  Missions  at  a  Sunday 
breakfast  during  which  the  Mission  program  of  Henning  was  presented. 


“The  churches  need  to  have  a  local 
mission."  says  program  coordinator 
Marian  Murray.  "You  hear  a  lot  about 
world  missions  and  foreign  missions,  but 


this  is  a  local  way  for  people  to  express 
their  sense  of  brotherhood.” 

February  19,  1978,  Daily  Advertiser, 
Lafavette. 


Dr.  Warren  N.  White  installed  as  the 
Gus  S.  Wortham  Professor  of  Engineering 


r\ 


Gathered  around  the  Brown  Foundation  plaque  following  the  inauguration  of  the 
Wortham  Chair  in  Engineering  are  ( l-r ):  Merritt  Warner,  Mrs.  Warren  White,  J.  C. 
Love,  President  Webb,  Dr.  Warren  White,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Love,  G.  W.  (Bill) 
James,  Mrs.  James,  Joe  Flack  and  Mrs.  Glenn  E  Laskey,  a  life  member  of 
the  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees. 


Dr.  Warren  N.  White,  a  member  of  the 
Centenary  College  faculty,  was  installed 
as  the  Gus  S.  Wortham  Professor  of 
Engineering  at  Centenary  College. 

The  Wortham  Chair  in  Engineering 
with  an  endowment  of  $400,000,  was 
established  by  the  Brown  Foundation  of 
Houston  in  1975,  and  requested  that  it  be 
named  in  honor  of  the  late  Mr.  Wortham, 
a  Houston  business  and  civic  leader.  The 
College  designated  Dr.  White  as  the  first 
incumbent  of  the  professorial  chair. 

Centenary  College  President  Donald  A. 
Webb  presided  at  the  ceremony, 
introducing  Merritt  Warner,  the 
Executive  Administrator  of  the  Brown 
Foundation  and  Joe  Flack,  Executive 
Vice  President  of  the  John  L.  Wortham 
and  Sons  company  of  Houston 
representing  the  Wortham  family. 

Dr.  Webb  paid  special  tribute  to  G.  W. 
James,  Jr.  of  Ruston  who  has  been 
instrumental  in  working  with  the  Brown 
Foundation  for  the  endowment.  “Mr. 
James  himself  stands  for  what  is  finest  in 
the  world  of  business  —  and  what  is  most 
helpful  in  the  support  of  education.  ” 

Dr.  Webb  described  Dr.  White  as  an 
eminent  scholar  and  an  outstanding 
engineer  who  has  served  advanced 
engineering  duties  at  Chrysler 
Corporation  Space  Division,  Aero  Space 


Corporation,  and  the  Convair  Division  of 
General  Dynamics  Corporation. 

In  his  inaugural  address,  Dr.  White  said 
there  has  been  considerable  confusion 
about  the  terms  engineer  and  scientist. 
“There  is  an  interesting  side  of  the  layoff 
of  engineers  during  the  later  portion 
of  the  1960’s  resulting  from  the  decrease 
of  contracts  in  the  aerospace  industry," 
he  said.  The  news  media  (incorrectly) 
identified  these  people  being  laid  off  as 
engineers.  This  publicity  brought  about 
a  large  decrease  in  prospective  engineer¬ 
ing  students  in  the  early  1970’s.”  “The 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  put 
out  its  1970  decade  forecasts  of  job 
opportunities,  and  listed  engineering  as 
probably  the  most  precarious  occupation 
of  all  and  predicted  a  surplus  of  at  least 
50,000  engineers  by  1980.” 

“These  two  events  resulted  in  fewer 
high  school  graduates  entering  the  field 
of  engineering.  As  a  result,  there 
actually  developed  a  shortage  of 
engineers,  which,  in  turn  resulted  in 
industry  now  paying  higher  salaries  to 
meet  the  demand.” 

To  signify  his  formal  induction  as  the 
first  Wortham  Professor  of  Engineering, 
Dr.  White  signed  his  name  on  a  special 
plaque  provided  for  the  chair  by  the 
Brown  Foundation  of  Houston. 


900  persons  attend  money 
management  seminars 


The  Pomeroy  Lectures  are  the  gifts  of  friends  following  the  death  of  Dr.  George 
W.  Pomeroy  in  1976.  This  will  be  the  first  annual  series  honoring  the  memory  of  one 
of  Louisiana’s  outstanding  ministers. 

Friends  across  the  Conference  are  invited  to  come  for  this  special'  series  of  Holy 
Week  messages.  Participating  churches  with  visiting  choirs  in  addition  to  First 
Methodist  will  be  the  Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  of  Sulphur  and 
the  DeRidder  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Henry  Blount  is  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Lake  Charles. 


REV.  WARREN  BLAKEMAN,  pastor  Henning  Memorial  in  Sulphur,  and 
Father  Egidio  Vecchio,  Our  Lady  of  Prompt  Succor,  meet  with  Msgr.  Irving  A. 
DeBlanc  of  Lake  Charles  who  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  fifth  annual  Service  of 
Christian  Unity  in  Sulphur.  Also  participating  were  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole  and 
Father  Phillip  Negley.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  Henning  Boy's  Choir,  Girl’s 
Choir  and  Youth  Chorale.  The  Henning  Choir  recently  sang  for  the  first  ordination 
service  for  Catholic  deacons  ever  held  in  Southwest  Louisiana. 


MRS.  JAMES 
LUNNY,  center,  is' 
shown  receiving 
the  Diana  Award, 
presented  by  the 
Beta  Tau  chapter  of 
the  Epsilon  Sigma 
Alpha  sorority.  The 
event  took  place  in 
the  Franklin  United 
Methodist  Church. 
Making  the  presen- 
*  tat,on  Is  Mrs. 

r  v  *  t  /Gfl  Donald  April,  chair - 

^  ..  -  V  r  )  f  t  man'  right’  and 

f/L  wtkt  ■  ~  f  standing  by  holding 

the  certificate,  is  Mrs.  James  McClellan,  co-chairman.  Mrs.  Lunny  was  nominated 
for  the  honor  by  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  her  church. 


Franklin  Banner-Tribune 


Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  was  the 
guest  evangelist  in  a  preaching  mission 
at  Ingleside  United  Methodist  Church, 
February  26-28.  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  is 
pastor. 

Rev.  Jimmy  Pyles,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Jennings, 
Louisiana  was  the  evangelist  for  Revival 
Services  at  Southside  United  Methodist 
Church  March  5-7.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is 
pastor. 

Mr.  Henry  Grice  was  honored  as  an 
outstanding  member  of  Jones  United 
Methodist  Church  with  a  “This  is  Your 
Life”  service. 

He  presently  serves  as  the  church 
treasurer,  is  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Jones  UMC  and  is  a  member  of 
Methodist  Men. 


UMC.  Proceeds  of  the  dinner  will  be  used 
toward  the  UMYF  mission  work  camp  in 
Appalachia  this  summer.  Rev.  Richard 
Hoffpauir  is  pastor 

DR  LINDSEY 
PHERIGO.  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Biblical 
Studies  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology, 
in  Kansas  City,  led 
the  Annual  Bible 
Conference  spon¬ 
sored  in  February 
by  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Sli¬ 
dell  area  —  Aldersgate,  First,  Hartzell- 
Mt.  Zion  and  Lacombe/Pearl  River.  This 
year's  study  centered  on  “ The  Gospel 
According  to  John." 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Grice  and  Pastor 
Rev.  W.  B.  Sweat  and  Rev.  Rufus  Dyas 
who  brought  the  message. 


The  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  held  a 
workshop  recently  at  the  St.  Paul  UMC 
called  “The  Family  and  the  Aging”  The 
Coordinator  of  this  event  was  Rev. 
James  Graham.  The  resource  persons 
were  Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry,  Pastor  of 
St.  Paul  UMC;  Mrs.  Reese  Clairebome, 
Nutritionist;  Mrs.  Nina  Champion, 
Louisiana  State  University  Cooperate 
Extension  Service;  Mrs.  Myrtis  Malry, 
Director  of  the  Senior  Citizens  Program 
for  the  Caddo  Community  Action  Agency 
and  Mrs.  Irma  Green  Jackson,  retired 
principal.  Members  of  the  Mary  Church 
Terrell  Girls  club  provided  a  skit  on 
common  myths  held  by  society  about 
persons  who  are  over  sixty. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lawrence  Hay,  (Sara 
Moore,)  Francis  Colletta  and  Mrs.  Terry 
Fesle  were  selected  as  members  of  the 
Valentine  Court  at  a  Chili  dinner 
sponsored  by  the  UMYF  of  Franklin 


Attorney  J.  E.  Hines,  Jr.  of  Newman 
UMC  was  appointed  recently  by  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  to  serve  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  “General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race,”  a  post  formerly  held  by  Mr. 
Leon  Netterville  of  Baton  Rouge.  Attorney 
Hines  is  Lay  Leader,  Assistant  District 
Attorney  and  president  of  the  Civic 
Improvement  Council.  Rev.  Roger  D. 

La  than  is  his  pastor. 

BOGALUSA  - 
Serving  as  the  new 
youth  aqd  education 
director  at  Eliza¬ 
beth  Sullivan  Me¬ 
morial  United 
Methodist  Church  is 
Ms.  Jayne  Tram¬ 
mell  from  Dubach, 
Louisiana. 

Jayne  attended 
Louisiana  Tech 
University,  Northeast  State  University, 
and  is  a  recent  graduate  of  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. 

At  Centenary  she  was  a  member 
officer  of  Zeta  Tau  Alpha  Sorority  and  is  a 
recently  certified  member  of  tne 
Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers  at 
Centenary,  where  she  majored  in 
Christian  Education. 

She  has  done  intern  work  in  Shreveport 
at  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
First  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  as 
well  as  Dubach  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dubach,  Louisiana. 

In  addition  to  her  experiences  in  the 


The  ninth  Money  Management 
Seminar  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  was  held  at  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe  on  Thursday  February  16th  for 
the  Methodist  Churches  in  the  Monroe 
area.  Among  the  eighty  present, 
representatives  were  there  from  First 
Church  and  Memorial  Church. 

Members  of  the  panel  who  made 
presentations  were  all  business  and 
professional  people  from  the  city  of 
Monroe.  They  were:  Haynes  L.  Harkey. 
Jr.  who  spoke  on  the  subject  “Do  You 
Need  a  Will,”  Mr.  Robert  Lee  Curry  who 
gave  the  presentation  on  “How  to  Give 
and  Save  Taxes,”  Mr.  Alfred  R.  Koenenn 
who  represented  the  banking  industry  as 
he  discussed  the  subject  “The 
Advantages  of  Trust  Funds,”  Mr.  Mark 
C.  Wiginton  who  spoke  on  “Sensible 
Giving  Through  Life  Insurance.”  Dr. 
Clyde  S.  Clark  concluded  the 
presentation  as  he  discussed  the  subject 


Tired  of  space  limitations  of  a  bulletin, 
bothered  by  the  weak  production  of  the 
mimeographed  newsletter,  long  for  big 
headlines  and  real  pictures  of  your  church 
in  action. 

A  multi-purpose  local  church  communi- 


local  church.  Miss  Trammell  has  served 
as  a  summer  missionary  in  Colombia, 
South  America  with  the  Oriental  Mission 
Society  International.  Rev.  James  Poole 
is  her  pastor  in  Bogalusa. 

One/thira  collected  toward 
$450,000  for  Centenary 
Amount  collected  in  1977  $  76,564.82 

Amount  collected  in 
February  1978  $  67,789.41 

Total  amount  collected 
as  of  3/1/78  $144,354.23 

Centenarv  College  reports  a  toiai  oi  yui 
•students  registered  for  the  spring  semes¬ 
ter,  compared  with  868  last  year  at  this 
time,  and  the  largest  spring  enrollment 
at  the  Shreveport  College  since  1971.  The 
spring  enrollment  shows  a  loss  of  only  36 
students,  whereas  the  normal  attrition 
rate  is  about  10%. 


of  “Stewardship  of  Accumulated 
Resources,  Present  and  Future.”  A 
lively  question  and  answer  period 
followed  the  presentations.  Dr.  James 
Caraway,  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Monroe  District,  was  moderator  for  the 
evening.  Reverend  Stone  Caraway  of  St. 
Paul’s  Church  was  the  host  pastor.  Other 
cooperating  pastors  were  Odell  Simmons 
of  First  Church  and  John  Winn  of 
Memorial  Church. 

Within  the  last  year  nine  such 
seminars  have  been  sponsored  by  the 
Foundation  at  various  locations 
throughout  the  state.  Nine  hundred 
persons  have  attended  these  meetings. 
Forty-five  top  level  business  and 
professional  people  have  willingly  served 
as  panel  members. 

The  Foundation  Director  has  in  his 
office  four  additional  requests  for  Money 
Management  Seminars.  These  will  be  set 
up  in  the  coming  months. 


cation  system  is  available  and  working 
well  in  over  200  local  United  Methodist 
churches  from  coast  to  coast.  Local 
church  editions  are  now  a  part  of  eight 
churches  in  Louisiana. 

The  cost  is  figured  at  the  number  of 
column  inches  used  each  week.  Forty-two 
(42)  cents  per  each  set  inch,  each  pic¬ 
ture  $2.50  and  6.1  cents  per  subscription. 
Figuring  on  a  200  circulation  using  1 
picture  or  collage  of  pictures  and  using 
80  per  cent  of  the  page  with  local  copy 
of  ‘standing’  material  production  costs, 
including  mailing  from  Dallas,  would  be 
$54.85.  To  offset  costs  many  churches 
sell  local  advertising.  Additional  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  reproduction  and  cost 
for  material,  mailing  and  labor  in  a  news¬ 
letter  plus  the  advertising  allows  some 
churches  little  or  no  new  costs  for  a 
greatly  enlarged  system. 

Editing  the  one  page  weekly  is  usually 
carried  out  by  a  lay  volunteer,  local 
church  employee  or  a  combination. 
Almost  all  c.  jrches  have  laity  who  are 
able  and  willing  to  help  in  this  different 
approach  to  service  in  a  local  church# 


Do  you  want  better  local  church  coverage? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorials 

Where  should  efforts  to  achieve 
racial  inclusiveness  be  focused? 


What  must  our  church  do  to  achieve  its 
goal  of  racial  and  ethnic  inclusiveness? 

This  question  is  raised  by  a  report 
issued  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  which 
claims  that  minorities  are  still 
“generally  under-represented'*  on  the 
denomination’s  general  boards  and 
agencies.  (see  TM/UMR.  March  3).  This 
claim  is  made  despite  statistics 
revealing  that:  (1)  while  minorities 
account  for  4.5  percent  of  the  UMC’s  total 
membership;  (2)  minority  group  mem¬ 
bers  now  occupy  17.1  percent  of  the 
UMC’s  executive  staff  positions  at  the 
national  level,  and  28.9  percent  of  the 
support  staff  positions;  and  (3)  minority 
group  members  occupy  24.1  percent  of 
the  positions  on  governing  boards  of  the 
UMC’s  national  agencies. 

If  anything,  we  believe  these  statistics 
suggest  that  minorities  are  “generally 
over-represented”  today  on  United 
Methodism’s  national  boards  and 
agencies.  We  believe  that  such  dispro¬ 
portionate  representation  by  minority 
group  members  today,  however,  is 
justified  in  light  of  past  injustices. 

But  it  is  from  another  report  at  the 
same  meeting  —  that  of  its  chief 
executive.  Dr.  Woodie  White  —  that  we 

Judgment  is 
still  a  reality 

If  a  preacher  today  were  to  paint  a 
verbal  picture  of  hell  as  “an  enormous 
lake  of  fire  or  a  crowded  cave,”  he  would 
likely  be  accused  by  many  in  his 
congregation  of  using  unsophisticated 
scare  tactics. 

A  cardio-vascular  specialist,  however, 
has  offered  just  this  type  of  description 
based  on  his  experience  with  a  person 
who  died  clinically  and  then  was  revived 
(see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  “It 
scared  the  fool  out  of  me,"  Dr.  Maurice 
Rawlings  said.  “That  night  I  went  home, 
dusted  off  my  Bible,  and  started  reading 
it.  I  haven’t  stopped  yet.  It’s  just  the  way 
it  says  in  the  Bible.” 

“Hellfire  and  damnation”  was  a 
regular  theme  in  the  sermons  of  an 
earlier  era.  Preachers  sought  to  make 
converts  by  instilling  a  fear  of  hell  and  a 
desire  for  heaven  in  their  hearers.  In  re¬ 
action,  sermons  today  seldom  include  re¬ 
ference  to  an  ultimate  ‘day  of  judgment.’ 

Whether  or  not  we  hear  judgment 
preached  today,  it  remains  an  important 
part  of  the  biblical  witness  about  human 
life  and  destiny.  It  is  a  theme  which  re¬ 
curs  many  times  in  the  teaching  of  Jesus. 

We  do  not  know  what  form  or  shape  we 
will  take  when  our  lives  on  earth  have 
passed.  But  if  we  accept  the  biblical 
witness,  we  should  have  no  doubt  that 
each  of  us  will  one  day  stand  before  our 
Creator  and  be  asked  to  give  an  account 
for  the  way  we  have  lived. 

A  religion  which  ignores  our  ultimate 
accountability  before  God  is  just  as 
unhealthy  as  a  religion  which  is  based 
primarily  on  escaping  eternal 
damnation.  A  healthy  consciousness  that 
we  will  one  day  be  required  to  give  an 
account  to  God  for  our  lives  should  cause 
us  to  weigh  the  rightness,  in  God’s  sight, 
of  all  our  daily  thoughts  and  actions. 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  two  more 
congregations  begin  publishing  their 
weekly  news  in  combination  with  this 
newspaper.  They  are:  First  UMC  in 
Garden  City.  Kansas  (Kansas  West  Con¬ 
ference),  800  subscriptions;  and  Crown 
Heights  UMC  in  Oklahoma  City  (Okla¬ 
homa  Conference ) ,  750  subscriptions. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  local 
churches  we  say  “Welcome."  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
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believe  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  should  now  take  its  most  urgent 
marching  orders.  Dr.  White  observed 
that  “the  one  place  in  church  structure 
that  remains  essentially  unchanged  is 
the  local  congregation.” 

Dr.  White  said  it  is  ironic  for  a  local 
congregation  to  sponsor  a  2000-mile  “Go 
See  Caravan,”  but  not  to  send  its 
members  two  blocks  or  two  miles  to  “go 
see”  another  United  Methodist 
congregation  of  a  different  racial  or 
ethnic  background. 

"I  am  grieved  to  observe  that 
interracial  experiences  can  occur  —  in 
office,  school,  union  hall,  athletic  arenas 
and  political  rallies  —  but  not  within 
local  United  Methodist  Churches,”  Dr. 
White  said.  “I  am  grieved  that  our  young 
people  gather  at  basketball  and  football 
games  and  cheer  together,  but  do  not 
gather  in  local  congregations  and  pray 
together.” 

Dr.  White’s  observations  ring  true  with 
our  own  experiences. 

This  being  the  case,  we  urge  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  not  to 
concentrate  its  future  efforts  on 
increasing  minority  representation  in 
areas  where  minorities  are  already  well- 
represented.  Rather,  we  urge  the 
commission  to  focus  its  attention  on  the 
local  church  —  developing  and 
disseminating  models  of  racial  and 
ethnic  inclusiveness  which  could  enrich 
the  life  of  every  congregation  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


TM/UMK  Hotline 

Please  clarify  whether  or  not 
the  IIMC  can  sue  and  be  sued 


An  article  in  your  January  20  issue 
states  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  asking  dismissal  of  a  $2fifi 
million  class  action  suit  brought 
against  it  on  the  grounds  that  the 
denomination  is  a  world-wide 
“connectional  religious  system” 
rather  than  a  single  entity  “capable 
of  suing  or  being  sued." 

Yet  in  October,  we  were  told  that 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  a  plaintiff  in  another 
court  action:  MacRae  vs.  Califano. 
This  action  challenges  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Hyde  Act. 
which  limits  use  of  federal  funds  for 
abortions  to  cases  where  the 
woman’s  health  is  endangered. 

My  question:  Is  the  Women’s 
Division  NOT  a  part  of  this  "connec¬ 
tional  religious  system"  which  is  not 
capable  of  "suing  or  being  sued"? 
Please  explain.  Thank  you. 

Mrs.  Marvin  Maxfield 
Admire,  Kansas 

The  Women’s  Division  is  indeed  a 
part  of  United  Methodism’s 
"connectional  religious  system”  and 
for  that  very  reason  can  sue  or  be 
sued.  Denominational  leaders  do  not 
contend  that  the  individual  parts  of 
what  we  call  the  United  Methodist 
Church  cannot  engage  in  legal 
actions. 


Each  local  church,  annual 
conference,  board  or  agency  is  a 
legal  "corporate  entity,”  says  Dr. 
Ewing  T.  Wayland,  who  heads  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration.  Each  of  these 
“entities"  may  be  sued  or  may  file 
suit  in  a  court  of  law.  The  Women’s 
Division  is  one  of  these  entities. 

The  United  Methodist  Church, 
however,  is  not  a  part  of  this 
“connectional  system”  —  it  is  the 
system.  A  system  cannot  be  sued  nor 
can  it  file  suit,  because  it  has  no 
legal,  corporate  integrity  of  its  own. 
In  other  words,  legally,  "the  United 
Methodist  Church”  is  a  phrase  used 
to  describe  a  concept  of  how  local 
churches,  annual  conferences,  and 
national  boards  and  agencies  are 
connected.  To  sue  it  would  be  to  sue 
a  concept  rather  than  a  legal  entity. 

Bud  Herron 

TM/UMR  Associate  Editor 

"TM/UMR  Hotline"  is  a  new 
feature  in  which  members  of  the 
paper's  staff  research  and  provide 
answers  to  questions  posed  by 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  If  you  have  a  question 
relating  to  any  matter  of  church 
doctrine,  policy  or  action,  send  it  to 
"TM/UMR  Hotline."  P.  O.  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  Texas  75221. 


Here  I  Stand 

Worshippers  today 
need  to  be  liberated 


MARCH  10,  1078 


By  DIANNE  KIEKE  URBAN 

Recent  articles  on  preaching  and 
public  confession  have  established 
worship  as  a  timely  subject.  I  wish  to  call 
for  the  liberation  of  that  last  body  of 
oppressed  and  downtrodden  people, 
namely,  worshippers. 

Worshippers  are  herded  into  the 
sanctuary  first  thing,  where  they  are 
allowed  to  sit  in  rows,  seeing  only  the 
backs  of  other  members  of  the  passive 
body  and  the  front  of  one  or  two  elevated 
individuals,  usually  males.  The  elevated 
individuals  in  front  each  have 
microphones,  but  the  herd  of 
worshippers  have  not  one  micorphone 
among  them.  The  individuals  in  front  of 
the  church  do  the  talking  and  the 
worshippers  do  the  listening, 
presumably  because  the  worshippers 
probably  aren’t  smart  enough  to  do  any 
talking  anyway.  Usually  there  are 
prayers  and  confessions,  but  the 
worshippers  are  not  smart  enough  to 
handle  these  either  and  the  folks  in  front 
usually  put  the  appropriate  words  into 
the  worshippers’  mouths.  Or  sometimes 
the  worshippers  are  allowed  to 
participate  in  a  reading  from  the  hymnal 
or  the  church  program,  whereupon  the 
readers  mouth  the  appropriate  words. 
About  all  they  can  do  safely  is  to  mouth 
the  words,  because  they  can’t  really  take 
seriously  something  which  might  be 
completely  opposite  of  what  they  would 


Funeral  directors  were  unfairly  portrayed 


To  the  Editor: 

So  now  it’s  open  season  on  funeral 
directors  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  17). 

If  Sharon  Mielke  had  really  studied  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission’s  report,  she 
would  have  found  that  the  FTC  admitted 
that  the  funeral  directors  taking 
advantage  of  uninformed  clients  was  a 
very  small  percentage  of  the  total 
number  of  licensed  directors.  If  she  had 
really  researched  the  subject,  she  would 
know  that  "pre-need”  funeral  plans  are 
not  only  available,  but  routinely 
advertised  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.  In  Kansas  (and  other  states) 
funeral  directors  have  helped  to  promote 
classes  in  high  schools  where  facts  about 
death  and  funerals  are  taught.  Many 
state  associations  sponsor  seminars  with 
the  clergy  to  promote  better  working 
relationships. 

If  funeral  directors  are  such  monsters, 
perhaps  they  should  stop  teaching 
Sunday  School  classes,  serving  on  boards 
and  committees  in  their  churches  and 
communities,  and  loaning  their 
equipment  to  everyone  who  needs  it. 

Before  you  “cast* a  stone,”  look  for  a 
Judas  in  your  own  profession. 

Mrs.  Donald  Coughlin 
Wellsville.  Kansas 

A  plea  for  more  personal 
funeral  serviees 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Feb.  17  issue  of  TM/UMR  with  its 
focus  on  funerals  provides  excellent 
thought  material  for  United  Methodists 
and  all  Christians. 

May  I  make  a  plea  for  a  return  to  the 
personalized  funeral  service?  At  so 
many  services,  if  a  mourner  came  in 
late,  after  the  obituary  data  of  birth  and 
death  dates  and  place  of  residence  had 
been  told,  he  could  scarcely  know  for 
whom  the  Twenty-Third  Psalm  and  the 
“many  mansions”  Scriptures  were  being 
read.  Everyone  has  done  something  — 
momentous  or  trivial  —  which  no  one 
else  has  done,  and  to  say  he  was  a  Scout 
Master,  or  that  he  played  hopskotch  with 
the  neighborhood  children,  or  that  she 
washed  the  coffee  cups  at  every  PTA 
meeting,  lends  a  personal  touch  which  is 
more  comforting  to  the  mourners  than 
all  the  platitudes  and  many  of  the 
scriptures  on  death.  Most  ministers  know 
their  faithful  members  well  enough  to 
recall  some  of  the  daily  events  of  their 
lives.  On  those  occasions  when  the 
minister  does  not  know  the  person,  he 
can  ask.  when  he  visits  the  family  and 
friends  beforehand,  what  they  remember 
and  what  they  wish  to  share. 

I  do  not  advocate  long,  sentimental 
eulogies,  but  I  would  like  to  hear  in  the 
memorial  service  about  something 
which  distinguished  that  person  from  all 
others  and  for  which  he  will  be 
remembered  in  the  thoughts  and 
activities  of  those  he  leaves  behind. 

Olivia  M.  Nichols 
Dallas,  Texas 

Words  of  some  hymns 
about  death  need  revision 

To  the  Editor  : 

After  reading  the  February  17  issue  of 
thought-provoking  and  informative  ar¬ 
ticles  on  funerals,  I  am  prompted  to  ex¬ 
press  my  views  on  some  of  the  wording  in 
hymns  frequently  sung  which  have  a 
reference  to  death. 

I  truly  hope  that  when  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal  is  next  revised,  more 
appropriate  phrasing  can  be  substituted 
for  some  hymns.  In  particular.  I  think  of 
#143,  "My  Faith  Looks  Up  to  Thee,”  and 
the  last  verse  .  .  when  death’s  cold, 
sullen  stream  shall  o’er  me  roll  .  .  .” 
Also,  in  hymn  #244,  "When  the  Storms  of 
Life  are  Raging,”  is  the  phrase,  “when 
life  becomes  a  burden,  and  I'm  nearing 
chilly  Jordan.” 

These  underlined  words  certainly  do 
not  make  death  anything  to  look  forward 
to.  To  sing  these  words  repeatedly  is  to 
ingrain  them  deeply  in  one’s  sub¬ 
conscious  mind.  Are  these  hymns  respon¬ 
sible  for  fears  and  “hang-ups”  Christians 
have  regarding  death?  I  think  it’s  very 
possible. 

Substitute  wording  more  appropriate 


could  be  “warm,  joyous  stream”  and 
“River  Jordan.”  When  is  the  next  hym¬ 
nal  revision  slated? 

Frances  U.  Atchley 
Lovington,  New  Mexico 
Memorials  and  flowers 

both  have  their  place 

To  the  Editor: 

Both  flowers  and  memorial  gifts  have 
their  place  as  symbols  of  concern  and 
love  for  one  who  has  died  and  for  their 
family.  It  would  be  helpful  if  families, 
funeral  directors  and  the  local 
newspaper  would  allow  friends  an  ap¬ 
propriate  alternative  to  flowers. 

Persons,  then,  would  have  a  clear  way 
of  choosing  the  expression  of  sympathy 
which  they  felt  most  appropriate.  Then, 
in  addition  to  flowers  near  the  casket,  an 
attractive  display  board  could  be  used  to 
list  the  persons  who  have  given  a 
memorial  gift  to  charity  as  their  ex¬ 
pression  of  love.  Following  the  funeral 
service,  the  family  receives  the  cards 
from  both  the  floral  displays  and  the 
memorial  display  board  and  can 
acknowledge  each.  I  have  seen  this 
procedure  used  effectively. 

Such  a  method  might  provide  some 
release  from  the  "cultural  conditioning” 
many  of  us  have  received  which  suggests 
that  flowers  are  the  more  personal  way 
of  expressing  our  love  for  the  deceased 
and  their  family.  Memorial  gifts  should 
be  given  equal  status  as  expressions  of 
love!  David  A.  Highfield 

Williamsport,  Maryland 
IN motives  questioned 
TotheEditor: 

The  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
(NCC)  decision  to  ship  wheat  to  com¬ 
munist  Vietnam  is  abhorrent  —  but  con¬ 
sistent  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  17).  After  all, 
only  a  few  years  ago  the  NCC  provided 
well-publicized  moral  support  for  Hanoi 
as  her  troops  sent  50,000  American  G.I.’s 
to  their  graves  and  crushed  the  Republic 
of  Vietnam. 

Giving  the  Vietnamese  government 
new  support  in  the  form  of  wheat  this 
time  around,  does  indeed  prop  up  the 
Vietnamese  government  by  alleviating 
the  people’s  dissatisfaction  with  the 
brutal  political  and  economic  conditions 
now  experienced  under  North  Viet¬ 
namese  despotism.  In  addition,  the  NCC 
cannot  be  so  naive  as  to  believe  that  the 
food  shipment  will  not  ultimately  benefit 
Hanoi’s  troops  in  their  current  conflicts 
both  with  the  Cambodians  and  with  those 
South  Vietnamese  insurgents  who  refuse 
to  accept  the  results  of  the  1975  North 
Vietnamese  blitzkrieg  as  final.  Such 
naivete  I  do  not  attribute  to  the  NCC,  and 
therefore,  one  is  naturally  led  to  inquire 
into  the  NCC’s  true  motives  for  its  action. 

Unfortunately,  the  labyrinthine 
theological  arguments  it  has  offered  to 
justify  its  aid  of  Hanoi  prove  un¬ 
satisfactory  in  determining  the  underly¬ 
ing  motive.  Instead,  based  on  past  and 
present  NCC  pronouncements  and  ac¬ 
tions,  I  must  conclude  that  the  NCC  sym¬ 
pathizes  with  Hanoi’s  version  of  political, 
economic  and  social  organization  —  at 
least  for  the  world’s  underdeveloped 
nations.  And  the  NCC  is  certainly  free  to 
advance  this  doctrine.  However,  it  would 
serve  its  member  congregations  better  if 
the  NCC  openly  stated  this  political  bias 
which  led  to  its  current  wheat  deal  with 


communist  Vietnam,  rather  than  con¬ 
tinuing  the  practice  of  cloaking  its  ac¬ 
tions  in  theological  sophistry. 

John  D.  Boswell 
Dallas,  Texas 

w  i.  eat  shipment  affirmed 

TotheEditor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial 
concerning  the  Church  World  Service 
shipment  of  grain  to  Vietnam  (TM/ 
UMR,  Feb.  17).  How  good  it  is  that  God’s 
love  transcends  racial,  geographical, 
philosophical,  and  even  political 
boundaries  and  at  times  prods  us  to  do 
likewise. 

Church  World  Service  has  given  us  a 
way  to  reach  across  an  ocean  and 
halfway  around  the  world  to  help 
alleviate  a  terrible  food  shortage  and 
starvation  in  Vietnam.  Farmers  are 
donating  the  grain,  and  voluntary 
contributions  will  pay  for  chartering  the 
vessel  that  will  take  it  from  the  port  of 
Houston  during  March.  A  two-million- 
dollar undertaking,  all  voluntary! 

Three  years  ago  at  this  time,  I  was' in 
South  Vietnam.  After  three  years  the 
memory  of  what  I  saw  is  just  as  vivid. 
The  incredible  suffering  the  people  were 
enduring  has  never  left  my  mind.  The 


confusion,  the  overcrowding,  the  noise, 
the  filth,  the  sick,  wounded,  the  dying  left 
a  lasting  imprint.  I  am  grateful  for  an 
opportunity  to  do  something  more  than 
simply  feel  sorry  for  these  human  beings 
who  must  become  a  unified  nation  at 
P6306'  Hazel  M.  Decker 

Jacksonville,  Texas 
Vi  e\e  come  a  long  way! 
TotheEditor: 

Recently  I  have  heard  some  people  say 
that  they  feel  sorry  for  Judas.  They  say 
he  had  to  do  what  he  did  because  God 
willed  it.  So,  in  fact  he  didn’t  sin;  he 
couldn’t  help  himself.  If  that  philosophy 
is  followed,  then  no  one  sins,  since  our 
actions  are  “meant  to  be." 

No,  Judas  was  responsible  for  his 
action,  just  as  we  are  responsible  for  our 
misdeeds. 

Of  course,  Judas  lived  too  soon.  He 
received  only  thirty  pieces  of  silver  for 
his  betrayal  of  Jesus.  Our  modern  day 
Judases  write  books  and  appear  on 
national  TV  shows,  and,  instead  of 
hanging  from  a  limb  of  a  thorn  tree,  they 
live  in  luxury. 

Yes,  Judas,  we’ve  come  a  long  way, 
baby-  R.  F.  Van  Dyke 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 


like  to  say.  If  they  want  to  survive  the 
service,  they  must  participate  passively. 
Thinking  and  active  participation  are 
totally  discouraged  by  the  structure. 

One  of  the  best  parts  for  the  minister 
and  the_worst  parts  for  the  worshippers 
is  the  sermon.  What  a  rare  opportunity 
for  the  one  preaching!  He  has  a  captive 
audience  and  is  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  calling  the  herd  to  task 
and  leading  it  in  the  paths  of 
righteousness.  While  using  such  a 
position  constructively  is  possible,  a 
great  deal  of  power  is  inherent  in  this 
position,  and  power  corrupts. 

Worship  services  as  they  exist  today 
grew  somehow  from  a  loving  Teacher 
speaking  with  His  followers  on  a  hillside, 
or  seeking  out  fishermen  on  the  shore,  or 
conversing  earnestly  with  two  women  in 
a  kitchen.  In  each  situation,  the 
Teacher’s  respect  for  individuals  and  His 
desire  to  lift  them  up  were  of  primary 
importance.  What  a  long  way  today’s 
worship  services  have  come  from  the 
example  set  by  that  Teacher ! 

I  think  that  worship  services  became  a 
way  for  organized  religion  to  browbeat 
and  manipulate  people.  Worship  has 
been  used  to  keep  women  in  their  places, 
to  subdue  minorities,  to  promote  wars 
and  nationalism,  and  a  host  of  other 
things  completely  unrelated  to  Jesus. 
And  worship  couldn’t  have  been  used  so 
effectively  for  these  purposes  if  the 
worshippers  had  had  a  better  position  in 
the  worship  service  —  if  they  had  been 
lifted  up  in  worship  and  encouraged  to 
play  a  truly  active  role. 

Ah,  and  the  money  collected  in 
churches!  One  has  only  to  look  around  at 
lovely  sanctuaries  to  know  that  a  lot  of 
money  has  flowed  into  the  church 
coffers.  And  it’s  no  surprise  either, 
considering  how  worshippers  have  been 
manipulated.  Church  leaders  have 
always  known  how  to  extract  money 
from  worshippers  and  the  sad,  solemn 
services  probably  evolved  to  serve  that 
end.  Church  bureaucrats  can  say  with 
i  Ion,  a  famous  reciter  of  Homer  who  was 
reported  by  Plato  as  having  said,  "I 
always  look  down  from  my  platform,  and 
there  they  are  crying  and  glaring  and 
amazed,  according  to  what  I  say.  Indeed, 
I’m  bound  to  pay  careful  attention  to 
them.  If  I  leave  them  crying  in  their 
seats,  I  shall  laugh  at  my  pockets  full  of 
money;  if  I  leave  them  laughing,  I 
myself  shall  cry  over  the  money  lost.  ” 

If  some  good  things  have  happened  in 
the  church  in  spite  of  the  inferior  position 
of  the  worshippers,  think  what  might 
happen  if  worshippers  were  liberated! 
Do  we  have  the  courage  to  find  out? 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  reader &  mqy  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church.  This  week's  contributor.  Dianne 
Kieke  Urban,  is  a  member  of  the  College 
Avenue  UMC  in  Manhattan,  Kansas. 


My  Witness 

We  should  love  more  and  condemn  less 

Bv  MONICA  W.  COMSTOC1 


parents,  I  felt  guilty  because  I  was  a  girl. 
The  Old  Testament  indicated  that  the 
firstborn  should  ideally  be  a  boy. 
Nevertheless,  I  tried  to  follow  the  law 
and  be  a  good  fundamentalist  Christian 
like  the  rest  of  my  family. 

Unfortunately,  I  also  did  a  lot  of 
thinking  about  and  analyzing  of  the 
Bible.  I  had  many  doubts  about  the 
surface  accuracy  of  the  Bible,  just  from 
my  observations  as  a  child,  but  I  didn’t 
quit  the  church  even  though  they 
proclaimed.  “The  Bible  is  the  direct 
word  of  God  and  must  never  be 
questioned.”  I  tried  to  remain  loyal. 
However,  I  was  trapped  on  all  sides. 
When  I  married,  I  felt  guilty  about  sex 
because  that  was  “carnal.”  When  at  23  I 
had  a  baby,  I  felt  guilty  because  for  years 
I  had  been  told  that  having  babies  is  only 
for  mature  people.  When  I  had  a 
miscarriage  of  my  second-  pregnancy,  I 
felt  guilty.  The  right-to-lifers  were  telling 
me  I  had  killed  the  infant  because  my 
body  repelled  it.  I  thought  I  was  a 
murderer  for  years.  My  male  Sunday 
School  teacher  told  the  class  that  women 
were  "unclean”  because  they 
menstruated,  and  again  I  felt  guilty 
because  I  was  born  female. 

Then  I  started  attending  a  church 
prayer  group.  I  made  the  unforgivable 
error  of  stating  a  liberal  viewpoint  when 
I  was  only  a  theoligically  uneducated, 
young  woman.  I  said  that  perhaps  th& 
writers  of  the  New  Testament  had 
perpetuated  the  virgin  birth  concept 
because  they  felt  uncomfortable  about 
their  own  sexuality,  and  they  had  wanted 
to  place  Jesus  and  his  mother  on  a 
pedestal,  way  above  sexual  conflict.  A 
man,  who  was  a  pillar  of  our  church,  a 
retired  missionary,  and  a  pious,  good 
Christian,  shook  his  finger  at  me. 
“Young  woman,  you  are  going  to  hell !  ’’  he 
exclaimed  indignantly. 

The  retired  missionary  was  right.  I  did 
go  to  hell.  I  was  so  scared  and  upset  that  I 
went  crazy.  The  next  week  I  was 
admitted  to  a  state  mental  hospital  and 
diagnosed  as  an  incurable  schizophrenic. 
The  special  hell  of  mental  illness 
compounded  with  the  hell  of  being 
incarcerated  in  an  institution  is  very 
real.  Pious  Christians  judged  that  mental 
illness  was  caused  by  the  devil  and  my 
illness  was  punishment  for  my  evilness. 
Oh,  what  torture  those  devils  put  me 
through. 

While  at  the  mental  hospital,  I  fell  in 
love  with  a  man  of  another  race.  Because 
I  loved  this  man,  stones  upon  stones  were 
thrown  at  me  by  a  condemning  church.  I 
almost  died.  Suicide  was  so  real  to  me 


that  I  constantly  opened  the  cupboard 
door  to  count  the  pills.  My  despair  was  so 
deep  that,  like  Judas  Iscariot,  I  avidly 
wished  I  had  never  been  born. 

But  what  crime  had  I  committed?  Is  it 
evil  to  be  conceived  as  a  woman?  Should 
I  have  been  tortured  for  just  questioning 
the  Bible?  We  expect  our  children  to  ask 
questions!  Am  I  really  a  murderer?  Is  it 
really  evil  for  a  woman  to  love  a  man? 

Jesus  does  not  condemn  me.  He  finds 
me  not  guilty.  I  accept  His  verdict.  He 
loves  me.  I  would  not  wish  the  kind  of 
punishment  and  mental  torture  I’ve  gone 
through  on  anyone.  Mental  illness  is  no 


joke.  Maybe  if  people  would  love  more 
and  condemn  less,  it  would  be  a  happier 
world.  I  find,  for  myself,  that  I  am 
worthy.  What  others  accuse  me  of 
doesn’t  ultimately  matter  to  God.  I  am 
God’s  own  daughter  and  the  kingdom  is 
within  me. 

This  week’s  contributor  to  "My 
Witness."  Mrs.  Monica  W.  Comstock,  is  a 
member  of  the  First  UMC  in  Geneva. 
New  York  who  describes  herself  as  "a 
schizophrenic,  a  mental  deviate,  an  out¬ 
patient  of  the  Willard  Psychiatric 
Center,  and  a  daughter  of  God.  ” 


x\ 

Give  now. 

So  she  can  learn  today...  and  earn  tomorrow. 


Right  now,  thousands  of  young 
black  women  are  seeking  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  They  want  that 
opportunity  to  learn. 

Since  1972  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  has  supported  twelve 
black  colleges  through  the  Black 
College  Fund. 

Young  adults  seeking  a  higher 
education  need  your  help.  They 
need  your  dollars. 

So  if  you'd  like  to  improve  the 


future  of  some  young  woman,  sup¬ 
port  the  annual  Black  College 
Fbnd  apportionment  through 
your  local  church  today. 

Your  dollars  will  provide  learn¬ 
ing  for '  today. .  .earning  for  to¬ 
morrow.  For  more  information 
write  or  call  today. 

The  Black 
College  Fund 


P.  O.  Box  871  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202  615/327-2700 
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Million  dollars  sought  to  reach  the  unreached 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  -  What  would  it  take  to  link 
62  Methodist  bodies  around  the  world  in  a 
single  effort  to  reach  the  estimated  2.7 
billion  persons  on  earth  who  know  little 
or  nothing  about  Jesus  Christ? 

The  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  internationally- 
known  Methodist  evangelist  from 
Australia  and  head  of  world  evangelism 
for  the  World  Methodist  Council,  says 
he’s  not  sure  of  all  the  task  may 
eventually  require,  but  for  now  he  says  it 
will  take  a  million  dollars  to  get  started 

Raising  part  of 
that  money  for 
what  is  being  called 
the  "Million  Dollar 
World  Evangelism 
Appeal”  of  the 
World  Methodist 
Council  is  a  signifi¬ 
cant  part  of  what 
Dr.  Walker  hopes  to 
accomplish  during 
a  month-long  speak-  Alan  Walker 
ing  tour  of  the  United  States. 

He  told  TM/UMR  during  a  series  of 
speaking  engagements  here  Feb.  24-26 
that  he  has  raised  $140,000  so  far  in  the 
United  States  to  go  with  about  $100,000 
previously  pledged  in  Australia.  From 
the  United  States  he  will  go  to  Canada 
and  later  will  carry  his  appeal  to 
Methodists  in  Europe  and  the  Third 
World. 

‘The  time  is  ripe’ 

"The  time  is  ripe  for  this  effort."  Dr. 
Walker  told  TM/UMR.  “It  couldn’t  have 
worked  10  years  ago.  Most  people  then 
felt  science  —  humanity  in  general  — 
could  accomplish  anything.  Today,  faith 
in  what  humanity  can  do  alone  is  shaken 
and  people  are  feeling  the  need  for  God  in 
their  lives  like  seldom  before." 

He  says  the  evangelism  plan  he 
promotes  has  two  features  desperately 
needed  if  Methodism’s  50  million 


members  and  constituents  around  the 
world  are  to  be  united  in  an  all-out  effort 
to  reach  the  unreached:  (l)a  whole 
Gospel  where  personal  evangelism  and 
social  witness  is  balanced  and  bonded 
together,  and  (2)  a  global  perspective, 
where  the  evangelism  needs  of  the  entire 
world  are  considered  together. 

On  the  first  point  he  says:  “There  are  a 
lot  of  crazy  people  on  television  offering 
half  a  gospel  —  charlatans  who  prey  on 
people  as  a  business,  telling  only  half  of 
what  Christ  is  all  about."  He  said  Meth¬ 
odism  must  offer  an  alternative  to  these 
people. 

Methodist  ‘movement’  sought 

To  do  so.  however,  he  says  Methodism 
around  the  world  must  balance  its  own 
approach  to  evangelism  and  once  again 
become  a  single  “movement”  for  Christ. 
He  says  the  World  Methodist  Council  is 
seeking  to  be  a  catalyst  in  accomplishing 
this  task. 

Asked  where  he  sees  the  American 
United  Methodist  Church  in  its  approach 
to  evangelism.  Dr.  Walker  said  that  for 
several  years  the  UMC  has  been  "tipped 
toward  social  witness"  and  needs  to 
recapture  its  commitment  to  “the  other 
side”  —  personal  evangelization. 

On  the  second  point.  Dr.  Walker  says 
Methodism  in  much  of  the  world  has 
become  provincial,  looking  narrowly  at 
the  needs  of  individual  bodies  rather  than 
at  the  world  picture.  He  said  such  a 
limited  perspective  hobbles  outreach. 

Dr.  Walker  admits  that,  considering 
the  world-wide  scope  of  the  program,  a 
million  dollars  is  a  “modest"  financial 
goal.  He  says  he  hopes  the  first  million 
dollars  will  “get  things  started"  but  that 
“in  the  back  of  (his)  mind"  he  believes  $5 
million  may  be  needed  eventually. 

Out  of  the  first  million  dollars, 
however,  he  hopes  to  do  the  following: 

•  Produce  a  film,  cassette  recordings 
and  launch  “new  style’’  radio  and 
television  programming  —  $156,000. 


•  Publish  a  variety  of  books,  studies 
and  periodicals  in  numerous  languages 
for  use  in  local  churches  and  hold 
conferences  on  how  to  evangelize  — 
$167,000 

•  Assist  Third  World  persons  in 
evangelism  efforts,  including  sharing 
missions  and  a  special  Latin  America 
campaign  —  $190,000. 

•  Organize  an  international  youth 
"happening"  in  Europe  for  1981  and 
promote  various  evangelistic  efforts  to 
and  by  persons  under  21  —  $80,000. 

•  Plan  and  promote  a  "Mission  to  the 
World"  in  1980-81  where  each  Methodist 
body  would  carry  on  its  own  evangelism 
effort  as  a  part  of  a  worldwide 
movement  —  $100,000. 

He  says  financing  is  coming  from  some 
large  donors,  but  that  much  of  the  giving 
will  have  to  be  done  by  rank  and  file 
churchpersons  through  "covenant 
pledges.” 

“Our  effort  is  not  about  ‘revivals'  or 
recommittments,"  he  says,  "but  is  about 
proclaiming  Jesus  Christ  in  word  and 
deed  to  those  who  have  never  heard  of 
Him. 

"I  believe  the  time  has  come  for 
Methodists  again  to  lead  the  way  in 
evangelism  and  I  believe  we  will  not  let 
the  opportunity  pass,”  he  says 


DETROIT  —  A  capacity  crowd  fills  the  2.800-seat 
Metropolitan  United  Methodist  Church  here  Feb.  19  as 
Australian  evangelist  Alan  Walker  opens  a  five-day  New 
World  Mission.  Dr.  Walker,  head  of  world  evangelism  for  the 


World  Methodist  Council,  preached  to  more  than  10.000 
persons  during  the  week,  which  helped  launch  his  five-year 
evangelism  thrust  for  the  SO-million-tnember  Methodist 

community. 
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Shrinking  dollar  strangles  mission 

Sacrificial  giving energy  bill  called  necessary  to  keep  afloat 
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the  church  today 


Memphis  conference  earmarks 
Lent  offering  for  ethnic  priority 

MEMPHIS  -  Twenty-six  black  United' 
Methodist  churches  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Memphis  Annual  Conference  will  be 
made  stronger  by  a  Lenten  offering 
recently  approved  by  the  conference 
Council  on  Ministries. 

With  a  total  goal  of  $50,000  in  voluntary 
Lenten  gifts  from  its  320  charges,  the 
conference  is  making  a  special  effort  to 
promote  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Priority  approved  by  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

Eighty  percent  or  $40,000  of  the  special 
offering  will  be  used  within  the 
conference  to  meet  three  priorities 
established  by  a  conference  task  force: 

(1)  evangelism  and  local  church  nurture, 

(2)  a  program  of  salary  supplement  for 
ministers  and  youth  workers;  and  (3) 
church  extension  and  development 
( building  and  property ) . 

The  remaining  20  percent  will  bejsent 
to  the  general  church  for  the  missional 
priority. 

Asian-Amerieans  seek  ways 
to  ‘indigenize’  their  worship 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMCI  -  “How  to 
indigenize  the  Asian-American  Christian 
worship  experience"  was  the  focus  of 
United  Methodist  Asian-Amerieans  as 
they  met  here  in  early  February  for  a 
worship  convocation. 

More  than  70  Chinese.  Filipino,  Korean 
and  Japanese  clergy  and  lay  persons 
from  across-the  U.S.  participated  in  the 
event  —  the  first  of  its  kind  in  United 
Methodism  —  to  explore  means  of 
making  their  worship  experience  more  in 
keeping  with  their  own  cultural  heritage. 

An  emerging  note  in  the  convocation 
was  the  identification  of  a  common 
experience  of  the  different  ethnic  groups 
as  symbolized  by  the  World  War  II 
evacuation  and  encampment  of 
Japanese  Americans. 

Dr.  Chan  Hie  Kim,  direttor  of  the 
Center  for  Asian  American  Ministries  at 
the  School  of  Theology,  Claremont, 
Calif.,  cited  the  concentration  camp 
experience  of  the  Japanese  Americans 
as  significant  for  other  Asian  groups  as 
well,  as  an  Asian-American  theology  is 
developed. 

Layperson  slated  to  give 
‘state  of  church’  address 

INDIANAPOLIS  (UMC)  -  Provision 
for  developing  a  presentation  from 
United  Methodist  laity  on  the  "state  of 
the  church”  at  the  1980  General 
Conference  was  made  here  Feb.  28  by  the 
commission  planning  the  church’s  top 
law-making  assembly. 

Such  a  presentation  was  called  for  by 
the  1976  General  Conference  “paralleling 
the  Episcopal  Address  (to)  identify  and 
emphasize  the  equal  responsibility  of  the 
laity  with  the  clergy  for  the  continued 
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growth  and  development  of  the  church. 

The  request  was  referred  to  the 
Commission  on  the  General  Conference 
for  implementation. 

Development  of  the  laity  address  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  panel  of  20 
persons  who  “represent  the  interests  and 
concerns  of  all  of  the  laity  in  the  church. 

Million  dollars  pledged  for 
Detroit  conference  homes 

CHELSEA.  Mich.  (UMC)  —  One 
million  dollars  has  been  pledged  to  the 
United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes  of 
the  Detroit  Annual  Conference,  provided 
local  churches  raise  at  least  $2  million  in 
a  capital  funds  campaign  now  underway. 

An  anonymous  donor  has  promised  to 
give  one  dollar  for  every  two  dollars 
pledged  to  the  homes  by  UM  churches 
and  their  members. 

The  current  campaign  aims  to  retire  a 
debt  incurred  when  a  major  renovation 
and  expansion  program  at  two  Methodist 
Retirement  Homes,  in  Chelsea  and 
downtown  Detroit,  was  undertaken  in 
1975  to  increase  capacity  and  meet 
health,  fire  and  safety  standards. 

The  more  than  200  residents  of 
Boulevard  Temple  Home  in  Detroit  voted 
to  contribute  $3,000  to  the  campaign 
immediately.  The  money  came  from 
sales  made  in  the  home’s  Friendly  Shop. 
And  residents  of  the  74-year-old  Chelsea 
Home  gave  $1,000  last  fall  toward 
retiring  bonds  from  money  earned 
through  their  annual  fall  bazaar. 

U.N.  ambassador  will  speak 
at  UM  Women’s  assembly 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Ambassador 
Andrew  Young,  chief  U.S.  delegate  to  the 
United  Nations  and  an  ordained  United 
Church  of  Christ  minister,  will  be  a 
featured  speaker  at  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Assembly  in  Louisville.  Ky., 
Apr.  27-30. 

The  only  event  during  the 
quadrennium  open  to  all  United 
Methodist  women,  the  assembly  is 
expected  to  draw  8,000  to  9,500  people. 
(Deadline  for  registration  is  Mar.  15). 

Elaborating  on  the  assembly  theme, 
"A  New  People  for  a  New  Age,” 
Ambassador  Young  will  speak  on  “Being 
the  Church  in  Today’s  World.” 

Special  seating  for  the  handicapped 
and  signers  for  the  deaf  will  be  provided 
at  all  plenary  sessions. 

Different  channels  urged  for 
future  ethnic  church  funding 
ST.  LOUIS.  Mo.  (UMC)  -  All  of  next 
quadrennium’s  funding  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  ethnic  minority 
priority  should  go  through 
apportionments,  not  the  Advance,  a 
committee  recommended  here  Feb.  25. 

Discouraged  by  reports  that  only  seven 
percent  of  the  Advance  (second-mile 
giving)  objective  was  reached  last  year 
and  that  only  1.85  percent  of  the 
denomination’s  churchqs  contributed, 
the  Coordinating  Committee  for  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Missional 
Priority  urged  steps  to  change  the 
funding  if  the  priority  is  continued  past 
1980. 

The  recommendation  calls  for  the 
entire  amount  to  be  placed  in  either 
World  Service  or  a  special 
apportionment,  rather  than  in  the  more 
voluntary  Advance  program,  where  $3.5 
fnillion  of  this  quadrennium’s  $5  million 
total  goal  was  placed. 

The  report  on  the  past  year’s  giving 
came  from  the  Rev.  Joe  Walker,  director 
of  the  Advance,  who  said  only  717  of  the 
38,000  United  Methodist  congregations 
were  recorded  as  having  made  Advance 
gifts  for  the  ethnic  minority  priority.  The 
total  through  this  channel  reached 
$275,645. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  Within  10  years,  the 
once  robust  mission  effort  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  strangled  by 
the  shrinking  American  dollar,  unless 
both  the  church  and  the  federal 
government  make  some  new 
commitments,  according  to  the  top 
financial  officer  of  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

"At  our  present  rate  of  giving  to  world 
mission  coupled  with  the  drastic  decline 
in  the  value  of  the  dollar  overseas,  we 
will  be  powerless  within  a  decade.” 
Stephen  F.  Brimigion.  general  treasurer 
of  the  mission  agency  told  TM/UMR  in  a 
telephone  interview  March  2. 

His  comments  came  on  the  heels  of  an 
historic  crash  of  the  American  dollar  in 
European  money  markets,  placing  U.S. 
currency  in  the  most  unfavorable 
position  it  has  held  in  international 
money  dealings  in  years.  Worth  four 
German  marks  only  eight  years  ago.  the 
dollar  was  selling  for  less  than  two 
marks  for  the  first  time  in  history  And 
although  the  dollar  was  almost  certain  to 
recover  most  of  the  value  lost  in  such  a 
single  day  of  market  activity,  Mr. 
Brimigion  points  out  that  devaluation  of 

TV  letters 
show  limited 


concern 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  If  television 
decision-makers  had  only  their  mail  to 
guide  them,  they  would  never  know 
viewers  object  to  violence  or  to  the  way 
women  are  stereotyped  by  the  media, 
according  to  a  United  Methodist 
Communications  executive. 

Nelson  Price,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  Public 
Media,  quoted  a  CBS  report  that  of 
250.000  letters  it  receives  annually  from 
viewers,  less  than  two  percent  complain 
about  violence. 

Executives  of  another  network, 
according  to  Mr.  Price,  professed 
surprise  at  being  told  women  were 
concerned  about  the  negative  ways  they 
are  portrayed  on  TV.  That  network  had 
had  fewer  than  a  dozen  letters  in  the  past 
year  expressing  that  view. 

“Most  TV  executives  I  have  met,"  said 
Mr.  Price,  “want  to  make  moral  and 
responsible  decisions.  They  need  viewer 
opinion  to  support  decisions  that  are  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  audience  as 
opposed  to  those  that  only  maximize 
profits.” 

Commenting  on  campaigns  to  “turn  off 
the  tube,"  he  reported  that  television 
viewers  he  has  encountered  in  television 
awareness  workshops  are  becoming 
more  discriminating  about  what  they 
watch.  They  are  discovering  the  pleasure 
of  other  activities. 

This  statement  is  borne  out  by  recent 
Nielsen  rating  data  indicating  daytime 
television  has  lost  about  1.2  million 
viewer  households  and  nighttime  pro¬ 
grams  lost  250,000  viewer  households 
during  the  past  year,  Mr.  Price  noted. 

The  UMC  executive  expressed  his  hope 
that  Christian  families  would  view 
television  together,  discuss  its  content, 
decide  what  is  good  and  what  is 
destructive,  and  let  the  TV  station  and 
network  managers  know  their  views. 

In  1977,  the  communications  agency 
board  of  managers  called  for  a  letter 
writing  campaign  which  would  urge 
United  Methodists  to  write  “advertisers, 
stations,  networks  and  appropriate 
federal  agencies  regarding  both  positive 
and  negative  reactions  to  television 
programs.”  Mr.  Price  noted.  “The  board 
was  concerned  especially  that  media 
persons  know  audience  reactions  to 
excessive  and  gratuitous  violence  and 
sexual  exploitation  as  well  as 
commendation  for  programming  which 
reflects  high  Christian  values.” 

The  letter  writing  campaign  was 
launched  through  an  article  in  the 
February  1978  issue  of  The  Interpreter 
magazine,  the  program  journal  of  the 
church.  Titled  "Run  for  TV’s  School 
Board. ”  the  article  offers  suggestions, 
names  and  addresses  for  church 
members  to  use  in  writing  such  letters. 


the  dollar  has  been  a  long-term  reality. 

To  most  Americans  such  an  overseas 
dollar  value  decline  has  little  immediate 
effect  -  perhaps  only  higher  prices  for 
imported  goods  such  as  foreign  cars  and 
electronics  equipment.  But  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  other  denomina¬ 
tions  with  overseas  missionaries  and 
projects,  the  effects  are  serious  -  both 
immediately  and  on  a  long=term  basis. 

Mr.  Brimigion  pointed  out  that  United 
Methodist  mission  efforts  overseas  are 
operated  basically  on  a  dollar  basis  with 
salaries  and  support  money  for  projects 
being  paid  monthly.  The  dollars  then 
must  be  converted  to  whatever  local  cur¬ 
rency  is  used.  When  the  dollar  declines 
in  value,  projects  suffer  because  the 
American  money  will  convert  to  less  of 
the  local  money. 

He  says  the  mission  board  tries  to 
lessen  the  financial  hardship  faced  by 
missionaries  in  such  situations  by 
making  cost-of-living  adjustments  to 
salaries,  but  that  such  adjustments 
depend  upon  available  financial 
resources.  Projects,  on  the  other  hand, 
often  must  simply  suffer  through 
shrinking  budgets. 

"Most  Americans  are  familiar  with 
what  inflation  within  the  United  States 
does  to  their  budgets,”  Mr.  Brimigion 
said.  “But  few  persons  understand  what 
loss  of  confidence  in  the  dollar  overseas 
means  in  the  work  the  church  does 
there  ”  He  said  it  cost  twice  as  much  to 
operate  the  same  mission  project  in  1977 
as  it  did  in  1963. 

So  what  can  be  done  to  keep  the  United 
Methodist  Church  from  “going  out  of 
business”  overseas? 

Energy  legislation  needed 

Mr.  Brimigion  says  that  a  major  part 
of  the  answer  is  with  the  federal 
government  and  whether  or  not  it  will  act 
on  energy  legislation. 

Most  economists  claim  that  the  decline 
of  the  dollar  is  tied  directly  to  the  huge 
sums  of  money  that  must  leave  the 
country  each  year  to  buy  oil  for  the 
nation’s  staggering  energy  needs.  These 
payments  for  oil  tip  what  is  called  the 
"balance  of  payments”  —  the  amount  of 
money  Americans  pay  for  foreign  goods 
compared  to  the  amount  of  money 


persons  in  other  countries  pay  for 
American  goods.  Just  like  an  individual’s 
personal  bank  account,  when  more 
money  is  going  out  than  is  coming  in. 
things  get  tough.  As  the  balance  of 
payments  continues  to  be  unfavorable  to 
the  United  States,  foreign  money  dealers 
lose  confidence  in  the  American  system 
and  the  dollar  declines. 

"We  need  an  energy  bill  as  quickly  as 
possible  to  stabilize  the  dollar."  Mr 
Brimigion  says.  “That’s  primary.” 
‘Sacrificial  giving’  called 

At  the  same  time.  Mr.  Brimigion  says 
the  church  must  recapture  a  sense  of 
"sacrificial  giving"  in  the  face  of 
"financial  problems  that  cannot  be 
solved  by  international  economics 
alone.” 

“Receipts  for  mission  are  at  an  all 
time  high  in  terms  of  dollars  given.  And 
for  that  we  should  be  thankful,"  Mr. 
Brimigion  says.  “But  at  the  same  time 
we  need  to  understand  that  what  we 
could  buy  for  a  dollar  in  1963  now  costs  us 


two  dollars.  Our  church  members, 
except  for  those  on  fixed  incomes,  have 
been  given  cost-of-living  adjustments  to 
keep  abreast  of  inflation,  but  giving  has 
not  gone  up  in  proportion  to  income.” 

He  said  that  if  mission  efforts  were  to 
be  on  a  par  with  those  in  1963  the  budget 
would  have  had  to  have  been  about  $17 
million  in  1977  rather  than  about  $11.5 
million. 

"We’re  just  not  in  the  same  ballgame 
anymore.”  he  said.  “Out  of  a  billion 
dollars  our  church  takes  in  each  year  it 
sends  about  $3  million  to  overseas 
mission.  That’s  not  sacrificial  giving.  We 
have  to  stop  seeing  apportionments  as 
overhead.  And  General  Conference 
needs  to  get  daring  and  set  some  new 
ground  rules.” 

"We  (mission  board  staff)  have  cut 
expenses  as  much  as  we  can 
without  seriously  endangering  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  our  mission  effort,”  he  said. 
"If  something  isn't  done,  we  don’t  have 
much  future  as  a  church  in  mission.  " 


Meharry  college  rapped 
for  unfair  practices 


Doctor  scared 
by  patient's  trip 
to  hell  and  bach 

CHATTANOOGA  (EP)  —  A  doctor  who 
considered  religion  "all  hocus-pocus,” 
changed  his  mind  after  reviving  a 
technically  dead  patient  and  “brought 
him  backy  terrified,  from  hell.” 

“It  scared  the  fool  out  of  me,”  Dr 
Maurice  Rawlings  told  AP  reporter  Eric 
Newhouse  afterward.  “That  night  I  went 
home,  dusted  off  my  Bible  and  started 
reading  it.  I  haven’t  stopped  yet  It’s  just 
the  way  it  says  in  the  Bible.” 

Dr  Rawlings.  54.  is  an  American 
College  of  Cardiology  fellow,  a 
cardiovascular  disease  specialist,  and  an 
American  Heart  Association  national 
instructor. 

Later  the  patient  couldn’t  remember 
his  desperate  cries.  “Don’t  stop.  I’m  in 
hell,  doctor  Don’t  let  me  go  back." 

Dr.  Rawlings  said  half  his  patients  who 
have  been  resuscitated  have  had  bad 
experiences.  "The  usual  pattern  is  that 
they  hear  the  alarm  go  off,  see  the 
doctors  run  in  and  start  to  work.  Then 
they  wonder  who  the  doctors  are  working 
on,  so  they  edge  between  them  and  look 
down  and  see  themselves. 

"The  next  thing  they  know,  they  are  in 
a  dark  passage,  tumbling  through  space. 
Some  come  to  a  light  place,  a  meadow-  or 
a  big  city.  Some  never  come  to  the  light  at 
all,  but  go  to  a  dungeon  or  an  enormous 
lake  of  fire  or  a  crowded  cave.’  ’ 

None  recalled  seeing  the  devil,  some 
thought  they  saw  Christ. 

“All  through  recorded  history,  people 
have  predicted  life  after  death,”  Dr 
Rawlings  said.  “But  only  now  with 
modem  resuscitation  methods  are  w-e 
beginning  to  see  beyond  that  door.  And 
the  things  we  are  seeing  would  curl  your 
toes.” 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Meharrv 
Medical  College  here  has  been  found 
guilty  of  unfair  labor  practices  by 
Administrative  Law  Judge  Hutton  S. 
Brandon  of  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  ( NLRB). 

The  judgment  comes  on  top  of  many 
other  financial  difficulties  already 
confronting  the  United  Methodist-related 
school. 

The  NLRB  has  ordered  the  college  to 
stop  the  following  practices : 

•  telling  employees  their  wages  were 
cut  because  they  were  in  a  union.  Health 
Care  Local  1308  of  the  Laborers’ 
International  Union  of  North  America. 
AFL-CIO; 

•  refusing  to  bargain  collectively  with 
tlje  union  on  rates  of  pay,  wages,  hours 
and  other  terms  of  employment ; 

•  changing  wages,  rates  of  pay  and 
other  terms  of  employment  during  the 
term  of  a  union  contract  without 
consulting  the  union  and  reaching 
agreement  on  any  modifications  of  the 
contract; 

•  interfering  with,  restraining  or  co¬ 
ercing  employees  from  exercising  rights 
guaranteed  under  the  National  Fair 
Labor  Standards  Act 

Judge  Brandon  ordered  the  college  to 
restore  to  four  employees 
“classifications  and  rates  of  pay  they 
would  have  received  but  for  its 
(Meharry’s)  unilateral  action.” 

The  judge  also  ordered  that  the 
w-orkers  be  given  applicable  contractual 
wage  increases  effective  Feb.  1  and  any 
pay  they  might  have  lost  because  of 
Meharry ’s  actions. 

The  cases  were  tried  here  last  Oct.  26 
and  27  and  Nov.  21  by  Judge  Brandon 
based  on  charges  filed  against  Meharry 

by  the  union  and  several  employees. 


Meharry  President  Lloyd  Elam  and 
Dr  Ralph  Hines,  executive  vice 
president,  declined  to  comment  on  the 
decision,  saying  they  had  been  out  of 
town  and  had  not  had  time  to  examine 
the  documents. 

The  school’s  financial  difficulties  made 
repeated  headlines  during  1977  when 
some  500  of  its  employees  received 
temporary  20  percent  salary  cuts  as  part 
of  an  attempt  to  solve  cash  flow- 
problems.  The  college  ended  the  1976-77 
year  with  a  deficit  of  more  than  $5 
million. 

Difficulties  began  to  surface  as  the 
college  emerged  from  a  massive 
expansion  program  begun  in  1968,  which 
increased  the  value  of  its  facilities  from 
$12.5  million  to  $90  million.  A  major  part 
of  that  expansion  was  the  400-bed 
Hubbard  Hospital,  which  some  observers 
have  said  was  "overbuilt.” 

In  an  attempt  to  maintain  a  teaching 
hospital  and  provide  health  care  for  the 
indigent,  Meharry  has  subsidized  the 
hospital’s  $12  million  operating  budget 
by  as  much  as  $1.5  million  a  year. 

Late  last  year  it  was  announced  the 
school  was  defaulting  on  a  federally- 
insured  $29  million  loan  for  the  new 
hospital. 

Dr  Elam  has  long  contended  the  city 
has  not  provided  adequately  for  indigent 
patients  treated  at  Hubbard. 
Metropolitan  Nashville  is  allocating 
$800,000  for  such  payments  this  year. 


RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion 


MAY  15  11-Day  Rome/ Jordan/ Israel  May  8.  June  5, 
July  24.  November  6 15-Dav  Middle  East  June  19  12- 
Dav  Hawaii  July  1  22-Dav  Middle  East  including 
Rome.  Baghdad.  Cairo.  Damascus.  Israel.  Jordan 
and  Athens  Julv  10  15-Dav  Europe  Contact:  World 
Wide  Christian  tours.  P  O  Box  506.  Elizabethtown. 
Kv  42701  (502  )  769-5900 


Classified 


NEW  POSITION  NOW  OPEN  Retirement  Center 
associated  with  new  nursing  home  seeks 
administrator  wijh  at  least  10  years  prior  to 
retirement  and  3-5  vears’  minimum  experience  in 
administraton  of  this  type  facility  College  degree 
minimum  requirement  Salary  commensurate  with 
qualifications  Apply  WHA  Box  732.  Georgetown. 
Tex  78626 


RETIRED  OR  SEMI-RETIRED  MAN  to  work 
Methodist  Retirement  Home  doing  security  and 
janitorial  work  Apartment  furnished  along  with 
salary  Contact  Biscayne  Retirement  Home.  3227 
Biscayne  Blvd  .  Miami.  Fla  33137 


YOUTH/MUSIC  DIRECTOR  position  wanted 
college  graduate  seeking  full-time  employment  and 
possible  multiple  staff  ministries.  Glenn  Martel 
P  O  Box 646.  Havana.  Fla  32333. 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  "God  Loves 

You"  or  "Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord."  15<:  100.  $14  00 
Poem  cards:  “Cross  in  My  Pocket."  100.  $2  00  Plus 
postage  Crosses-2.  Apex.  N  C  27502 


Alaska! 

in  1978  | 

28  th  Annual  I 
Program  for  t/fW 
Methodists 


Your  choice  of  three  expertly 
planned  travel  values: 

Our  super  deluxe,  21  day 
cruise-tour  via  rail  from  Chi¬ 
cago  (air  optional).  Includes 
Canadian  Rockies,  Pacific 
Northwest,  Inside  Passage 
Cruise  to  Alaska  and  return. 

Fully  escorted,  superb! 

•  A  new  twelve  day  Westour  into  the  interior  of 
Alaska,  including  Inside  Passage  Cruise  one  way 
and  jet  the  other;  jet  from  and  returning  to  home 
Escorted. 

i  special  ten  day  Westour  Cruise  of  the  Inside 
Passage,  from  Vancouver  to  Alaska  and  return, 
Visit  historic  ports,  glaciers,  etc.  Jet  to,  from 
Vancouver. 

Send  today  for  free  color  brochures.  Enjoy  the 
fellowship  and  adventure  of  travel  to  America’ 
last  frontier  with  a  congenial  group. 

Methodist  Alaska  Cruise-Tours 

c/o  Carefree  Travel,  Inc. 

520  N.  Michigan  Avc,  Suite 
Chicago.  11-  frUhll 
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Entire  EMC  awaits  ruling  on  Pacific  Homes  lawsuit 


Church  involvement 
troubles  layperson 


SAN  DIEGO  —  At  least  one  prominent 
United  Methodist  layperson  here  said 
last  week  he  is  "deeply  troubled  about 
what  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
doing  in  the  business  of  homes  for  the 
wealthy.” 

Edward  L.  Fike,  a  San  Diego  news¬ 
paper  executive,  aired  that  view  amid 
expressions  of  determination  by  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference  lead¬ 
ers  to  cope  as  well  as  possible  with  the 
conference’s  uncertain  future  financial 
responsibility. 

‘‘I  don’t  mind  contributing  to  a  home 
for  people  who  have  no  home,  for  the 
poor,  but  a  home  that  charges  between 
$20,000  and  $120,000  for  admission  is 
obviously  not  involved  in  a  charitable 
undertaking,”  Mr.  Fike  told  TM/UMR 
‘What  possible  justification  is  there  for 
the  church’s  involvement?  ” 

At  the  same  time,  however,  the  church 
does  have  a  responsibility  and  can’t 
escape  it.  he  admitted.  Many  residents 
thought  the  church  was  behind  its 
retirement  homes  and  that  was  why  they 
moved  in.  And  that’s  not  remarkable,  he 
noted,  with  "United  Methodist”  stamped 
on  ads.  publications,  stationery,  bishop- 
graced  dedications  and  conference- 
guaranteed  loans. 

Welching  on  commitments? 

Mr  Fike  said  it  is  embarrassing  now  to 
have  the  conference  appear  to  be 
welching  on  its  commitments  and  using 
delaying  tactics  in  court. 

In  Mr.  Fike’s  opinion  the  conference’s 
offer  of  S9  million  contingent  on  residents 
agreeing  to  rewrite  their  contracts  was  a 
form  of  "blackmail.”  He  considers  it 
remarkable  that  so  many  have  joined  the 
class  action  suit,  in  light  of  the  pressure 
they  have  been  put  under  and  their  being 
made  to  feel  that  suing  the  church  is  like 
suing  God. 

He  said  the  San  Diego  UM  church  he 
belongs  to  didn’t  have  the  additional  $25- 
30,000  requested  but  "found  a  way  to  get 
it”  as  did  many  other  churches. 

But  he  believes  the  conference’s 
setting  the  hard  and  fast  deadline  for  the 
plan  —  after  “dragging  its  heels  on 
getting  the  plan  out”  until  late 
September  —  really  precipitated  the 
crisis. 

“Charity  begins  at  home,’’  he 
concluded.  “We  have  a  moral  obligation 
to  a  group  of  elderly  residents,  and  I 
don’t  like  the  church  wrapping  itself  in 
the  cloak  of  the  Constitution  to  avoid  it.” 

Conference  lay  leader  Leroy  Vaughn,  a 
Santa  Monica  high  school  science 
teacher,  told  TM/UMR  that  at  first 
everyone  was  looking  around  for 
somebody  to  blame,  but  not  being  able  to 
find  anyone  and  realizing  it  didn’t  do  any 
good  anyway,  the  membership  has 
settled  down  to  deal  with  the  financial 
crunch  creatively. 

He  acknowledged,  too,  that 
"everything  is  up  in  the  air.  We  may  not 
be  fuily  aware  yet  of  what  all  it  will 
mean.  But,  if  it’s  going  to  be  resolved,  we 
have  to  live  with  it  and  deal  with  it.” 
Churches  determined 
Mr.  Vaughn  said  local  churches  have 
come  to  realize  that  with  conference 
program  staff  and  funds  cut  back, 
whatever  is  to  get  done  will  have  to  come 
from  local  initiative. 

"We  may  be  less  efficient  and  more 
clumsy,  but  we’re  going  to  keep  on  doing 
what  we  think  we  ought  to  be  doing  in  this 
conference  ” 

He  said  the  experience  of  "being  able  to 
raise  more  than  $2  million  in  four  months 
as  part  of  a  plan  to  raise  $9  million  when 
nobody  thought  we  could”  gave  the 
conference  more  confidence  in  itself.  Mr. 
Vaughn  believes  the  clergy  and  laity  of 
the  conference  are  pulling  together  and 
will  meet  the  continuing  uncertainty. 

We  have  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the 
people  in  the  home,  for  “we  can't  have  90- 
year-old  people  sitting  on  the  street.” 
said  Sam  Bell,  a  leader  of  the  black 
caucus  in  the  conference  “We  have  to  be 
responsive  to  these  people  even  if  we 
were  totally  ignored  as  ethnics  by  Pacific 
Homes  until  they  got  in  trouble.  ” 

Clifford  Aguilar,  chairperson  of  the 
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ESCORTED 

TOURS 


BRITISH  ISLES 

May  31  •  June  19 

We  fly  to  London  and  visit  Westminster  Abbey, 
the  Tower  and  Wesley's  Chapel.  Then  it's  Cam- 
bride.  Stratford.  Oxford.  Winchester.  Windsor  and 
many  other  sites  where  Methodism  began.  Next 
we  fly  to  Ireland  before  swift  air  service  home. 


Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
said  the  volunteer  aspects  of  conference 
program  are  continuing.  “Whatever 
comes  we  have  to  maintain  as  best  a 
program  as  possible  Whatever  bind 
we’re  in  everybody  else  is  in,  too.  We’re 
in  it  together.” 


Editor’s  Note:  A  landmark  ruling  expected  in  San  Diego,  Calif.,  today  could 
conceivably  reach  into  the  pocketbooks  of  every  United  Methodist  in  the  country. 

An  unprecedented  class-action  suit  filed  by  159  residents  of  the  church-related 
Pacific  Homes.  Inc.  for  $226  million  in  damages  is  attempting  to  hold  every  l'M 
member  accountable  because  the  retirement  home  complex  went  bankrupt.  The 
class-action  suit  seeks  to  have  the  UMC  as  a  denomination  honor  the  lifetime 
care  contracts  elderly  residents  made  with  the  14  retirement  facilities. 

Attorneys  for  the  church  have  filed  a  motion  to  be  dismissed  from  the  suit, 
asserting  that  the  denomination  is  a  "connectional  religious  system"  and  not  a 
single  entity  "capable  of  being  sued."  A  ruling  against  the  church,  at  least  one  of 
them  claims,  would  "effectively  end  connectionalism." 

The  articles  on  this  page  provide  some  background  and  current  opinions  by 
Homes'  residents  and  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Conference  officials  and 
laypersons.  Senior  staff  writer  Sharon  Mielke  was  sent  toCalifornia  by  TM/UMR 
to  interview  persons  and  write  the  articles. 


Sharp  division  seen 
in  residents’  views 


How  could  all  this  happen? 

History  of  homes’ problems  cited 


LOS  ANGELES  -  The  question  asked 
Californians  as  they  meet  with  other 
segments  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  “How  did  you  ever  get  in  this 
fiasco?” 

“One  thing  is  clear— this  problem 
didn’t  spring  up  last  year.”  said  Richard 
E.  Matthews,  court  appointed  trustee  of 
Pacific  Homes.  Administrator  of  the 
corporation  since  it  went  into 
receivorship  under  Chapter  X  of  the 
federal  bankruptcy  act  in  December 
1977.  he  also  has  the  job  of  investigating 
past  history  to  determine  if  charges 
should  be  filed 

Mr.  Matthews  told  TM/UMR  it  will  be 
several  months  before  the  investigation 
is  complete,  but  it  is  clear  to  him  already 
that  problems  have  been  building  for 
quite  a  while  "The  problems  were 
obviously  visible  for  10  to  12  years.”  he 
said. 

On  Feb.  9  he  filed  a  $19  million  dollar 
claim  against  the  State  of  California  for 
the  state’s  alleged  failure  to  regulate. 
Mr.  Matthews  said  state  officials  were 
aware  already  in  1964  that  the 
corporation  was  failing  to  meet 
requirements  for  reserve  funds  to  honor 

Low  profile 
of  homes 
recalled 

LOS  ANGELES— Members  of  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  were  barely  aware  Pacific 
Homes  even  existed  until  a  couple  of 
years  ago,  according  to  a  conference 
spokesman. 

William  E  Steel,  communications 
director  for  the  conference  told  TM/- 
UMR  the  low  level  of  awareness  could  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  homes 
received  no  funds  through  the  conference 
budget  or  benevolent  money  through 
Golden  Cross  offerings.  “They  were  not 
seen  in  missional  terms  as.  for  example, 
campus  ministries  were."  he  said. 

"As  a  totally  separate  operation,  the 
homes  had  little  visibility  in  the  life  of  the 
conference  except  where  residents  were 
members  of  local  churches.”  Mr.  Steel 
said. 

He  reported  that  conference  officials 
defined  the  homes  as  “a  church-related 
non-profit  corporation,  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California. 
The  conference  has  only  responded  to 
requests  from  the  board  of  directors  for 
financial  help.  Inflation  simply  crippled 
their  ability  to  fulfill  contracts  written  in 
the  50s.” 

A  common  dilemma  for  current 
conference  officials  is  that  none  of  them 
were  there  when  the  original  actions 
occurred.  "We  are  trying  to  help  solve 
problems  at  the  request  of  a  board  of 
directors  which  none  of  us  has  had  any 
direct  involvement  with  earlier, 
including  the  bishop.”  he  said. 

At  the  moment  the  conference  is 
providing  emergency  funds  only,  but 
depending  on  the  courts,  could  be  liable 
for  the  $12  million  in  loan  guarantees  at 
any  time,  he  said. 

Mr.  Steel  said  “the  uncertainty”  about 
the  future  has  been  the  hardest  on  the 
conference  itself.  Budget  hearings  have 
been  postponed,  reset  and  postponed 
again  and  again  as  the  leadership  of  the 
conferences  hopes  to  wait  until  the 
clearest  oicture  emerges. 
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residents’  contracts.  “If  caught  in  1964 
some  problems  might  have  been  headed 
off.”  he  said. 

His  investigation  will  cover  every 
aspect  of  past  operations,  what  solutions 
were  tried,  why  they  failed,  what  actions 
were  not  taken  and  why  not. 

Retracing  some  of  the  history  of 
Pacific  HomesvTM/UMR  outlines  here  a 
sketchy  picture  of  that  past  up  to  the 
present. 

•  1912  —  The  first  home  —  Kingsley 
Manor  —  was  organized  with  10 
residents  at  the  site  of  the  "camp 
meetings”  in  Hollywood  for  retired 
ministers  and  their  widows. 

Pacific  Homes,  which  was  originally 
incorporated  April  10,  1929,  tradition¬ 
ally  operated  its  business  on  the  basis 
of  prepaid  lump-sum  life  care 
contracts.  Such  contracts  were 
allegedly  sold  through  1975. 

•  1949  thru  '50s  —  Methodists  contrib¬ 

uted  assets  to  the  corporation. 
Desert  Crest  Phoenix,  originated  with 


Church  sued 
for  ‘‘breach’ 

SAN  DIEGO  —  A  class-action  suit 
asking  $266  million  in  damages  was 
filed  last  fall  by  159  residents  of 
Pacific  Homes  on  behalf  of  all 
residents  against  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference,  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  of  the  UMC  and 
auditors  The  suit  charges  "breach  of 
contract”  because  the  homes  failed  to 
maintain  adequate  reserve  funds  to 
continue  operations. 

Further,  the  suit  says  the 
defendants  "repudiated  continuing 
care  agreements”  and  are  unable  to 
meet  responsibilities  in  these 
agreements.  About  half  the  residents 
of  the  bankrupt  Pacific  Homes  paid 
between  $20,000  and  $120,000  for  life 
care  contracts  between  1949  and  as 
late  as  1975. 

Pacific  Homes,  called  the  "altar 
ego”  of  the  church  and  conference  in 
the  charge,  is  accused  of 
"misrepresentation”  in  its  claims 
that  the  agreements  were  a 
guaranteed  hedge  against  inflation. 
Since  1969.  the  suit  says.  Pacific 
Homes  have  been  commercially 
insolvent,  but  this  was  not  discovered 
until  early  1977.  It  alleges  that 
financial  statements  shown  potential 
residents  were  false  and  not  prepared 
properly. 

The  suit  charges  that  the 
denomination  and  the  conference 
allowed  their  names  to  be  used  on 
“advertisements”  which  did  not  state 
the  extent  of  their  financial 
responsibility,  a  violation  of 
California  code.  The  residents 
"inferred”  that  the  church  and 
conference  would  stand  behind  the 
homes,  the  suit  says. 
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Secret  tape  said 
evidence  of  fraud 

SAN  DIEGO  —  A  secretly-made  tape 
recording  of  a  May  31,  1977  Phoenix 
briefing  of  conference  members  was 
entered  as  evidence  December  20  to 
prove  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  responsible  for  covering  residents’ 
care  for  life. 

The  transcription  of  comments  made 
by  John  Kirkman,  treasurer  of  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference,  at  the  briefing  session, 
include  statements  indicating  that  the 
financial  operation  had  been  operated 
like  a  “chain  letter.” 

He  traced  conference  knowledge  of  the 
problems  back  to  1954  “when  we  were 
able  to  deal  with  them  and  we  didn’t  do 
anything  about  it.”  He  said  newly  sold 
life  care  contracts  (for  as  much  as 
$75,000  per  resident)  were  used  for 
monthly  operating  expenses. 

More  important  is  the  question  of 
ownership,  he  said.  “Pacific  Homes  was 
the  annual  conference’s,  theoretically, 
an  affiliate  .  .  .  The  members  of  the 
annual  conference  were  the  members  of 
the  Pacific  Homes  Corporation.  They 
elected  the  board  of  directors,  and  for 
the  last  five  years  —  and  you  know 
these  are  the  kind  of  statements  you  hope 
that  nobody  will  take  down  here  and  then 
you  hear  them  again  in  a  courtroom  — 
literally  ratified  most  of  the  things  the 
Homes  did." 

At  another  point  Mr.  Kirkman  said  the 
conference  was  diverting  pension  funds 
into  a  deposit  with  the  general  board  of 
pensions  to  be  held  for  the  ministers. 

Colin  Wied,  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs, 
said  this  is  an  admission  by  the  chief 
financial  officer  of  an  organization  of 
efforts  to  defraud  its  creditors. 


First  UMC.  Fredericka  Manor,  Chula 
Vista,  was  (irst  organized  by  pastors 
of  the  San  Diego  District. 

•  Expansion  —  During  this  same  period 

Claremont  Manor,  the  Pohai  Nani  in 
Hawaii  and  Wesley  Palms  were 
constructed  and  Casa  Manana 
purchased  primarily  with  receipts 
from  prepaid  admissions. 

1  1960s  —  Life  expectancy  and  longevity 
increased  at  a  rate  unforeseen  as  the 
cost  of  care  grew  beyond  all 
expectation.  Residents  were  outliving 
funds  set  aside  for  their  care,  the 
home  could  not  write  new  contracts 
and  holders  of  life  care  contracts  were 
excluded  from  Medicaid. 

»  1968  —  A  four-phase  borrowing  pro¬ 

gram  was  instituted  to  provide  operat¬ 
ing  expenses  for  persons  whose  pre¬ 
payments  had  been  invested  in  new 
facilities.  The  conversion  from  a  90 
percent  pre-pay  program  to  a  90 
percent  monthly  pay  program  was  to 
be  completed  by  1981 . 

•  1969  —  The  annual  conference  went  on 

record  to  guarantee  the  first  phase  of 
borrowing  —  $4  million  from  a  major 
insurance  company.  The  conference 
put  $100,000  a  year  over  five  years  in  a 
reserve  fund  to  back  up  the 
guarantee. 

•  1969  —  The  State  Department  of  Health 
filed  a  lien  against  Pacific  Homes 
on  behalf  of  the  residents  to  protec* 
about  $40  million  in  contracts  because 
reserves  required  by  state  law  were 
not  being  kept  to  meet  the  terms  of 
the  contracts  —  deficit  was  $17  million. 

•  1971  —  The  annual  conference  backed 

the  second  phase  of  the  conversion 
program  by  creating  the  Pacific 
Methodist  Investment  Fund  as  its  own 
corporation  for  the.  purpose  of  issuing 
bonds,  the  proceeds  of  which  were 
then  loaned  to  Pacific  Homes.  Over  $4 
million  of  these  bonds  were  purchased 
by  residents  of  Pacific  Homes. 

•  1974  —  The  annual  conference  extended 

its  original  guarantee  by  $2  million 
plus  refinancing  the  original  $4 
million  guarantee  for  the  third  phase. 

•  1975  —  It  became  evident  the  homes 

were  not  going  to  be  able  to  get  the 
required  $2.5  million  in  additional 
financing  required  for  the  fourth 
phase.  Further  deficits  in  operations 
were  reported. 

•  Feb.  28. 1976  —  Special  called  session  of 

the  conference  voted  to  release  one- 
half  million  dollars  immediately  to 
the  homes  for  operations  and  a  new 
loan  guarantee  of  $5  million. 

•  Nov.  20, 1976  —  A  second  special  session 

was  called  when  it  became  apparent 
“the  successful  resolution  of  the 
problem  will  require  re-negotiation  of 
the  resident-contracts  as  well  as 
action  by  the  annual  conference.”  The 
conference  voted  to  provide  $5  million 
in  support  over  a  10-year  period  to  be 
raised  by  cutting  conference 
programs  by  $540,000  annually  plus  a 
special  allocation.  This  unprecedented 
increase  in  apportionments  of  14-16 
percent  was  termed  “courageous”  by 
conference  members.  An  over-riding 
concern  was  to  “safeguard  the  integri¬ 
ty  of  the  conference,  honor  past  com¬ 
mitments  made  in  our  name  .  .  .  and 
the  moral  responsibility  to  2000  resi¬ 
dents,”  reported  conference  news¬ 
paper  editor.  Bill  Steel. 

The  price  of  the  action  was  an  auster¬ 
ity  program  which  included  termina¬ 
tion  of  25  professional  and  clerical 
staff  positions.  A  prior  commitment  to 
raise  $880,000  for  congregational 
development  was  reaffirmed. 
Conference  officials  said  there  was  no 
evidence  of  scandal  or  mismanage¬ 
ment  in  the  corporation. 

•  February,  1977  —  The  State  of 
California  denied  the  plans  for 
contract  conversion  and  the  homes 
began  bankruptcy  proceedings  under 
Chapter  XI.  calling  for  a  voluntary 
plan  of  reorganization. 

•  June,  1977  —  The  annual  conference 
committed  $9  million  over  nine  years 
to  make  up  the  difference  between 
renegotiated  fees  and  operating 
expenses. 

The  commitment  was  contingent  upon 
93  percent  of  the  residents  accepting 
the  plan  by  Dec.  1. 

•  Sept.  21,  1977  —  A  class  action  suit  for 

$220  million  was  filed  in  San  Diego 
Superior  Court  by  109  residents 
against  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference.  Later,  50  more  residents 
joined  the  suit  and  it  was  amended  to 
a  total  of  $266  million. 

•  Sept.  27,  1977  —  The  Plan  of 

Reorganization  was  presented  to 
residents. 

•  Oct.  18.  1977  —  Complaints  were  filed  in 

federal  court  alleging  the  life-care 
contracts  were  “nondischargeable 
obligations”  by  150  residents  —  over 
seven  percent  —enough  to  seal  the 
failure  of  the  plan. 


CLAREMONT,  Calif.  -  Sharply 
differing  viewpoints  among  residents  of 
the  14  Pacific  Homes  retirement  facilities 
—  about  the  class-action  suit  now 
pending,  the  future  of  the  homes  and  the 
church’s  role  in  it  all  —  have  produced  a 
good  many  “hard  feelings,"  one  resident 
admitted  here  last  week. 

In  different  camps  are  many 
"majority  people”  —  more  than  90 
percent  of  the  homes’  residents—  and  the 
“Wied  people.”  residents  who  have  filed 
suit  through  attorney  Colin  Wied,  says 
78-vear-old  Claremont  Manor  resident  E. 
Jerry  Voorhis. 

Discussing  the  situation  in  his  small 
office  lined  with  books,  files,  pictures  and 
political  memorabilia  of  40  years.  Mr. 
Voorhis  spelled  out  for  TM/UMR  the 
views  of  the  “majority”  who  elected  him 
to  represent  them  on  the  Residents 
Protective  Committee. 

(Two  other  residents,  Warren 
Schneider  and  Mrs.  Verne  Orr,  both 
parties  to  the  suit,  first  agreed  to  an 
interview  with  TM/UMR  but  later 
cancelled  it  on  the  counsel  of  their 
attorney,  Mr.  Wied,  who  also  refused  to 
be  interviewed.) 


Differ  on  keeping  homes  open 

"The  major  difference  between  the  two 
groups,”  Mr.  Voorhis  said,  “is  that  the 
primary  concern  of  the  majority  is  to 
keep  the  homes  open  —  prior  to  what 
happens  to  them  individually.  The 
minority  is  adamant  about  collecting 
their  mpney  as  their  primary  concern. 
They  don’t  really  care  about  keeping  the 
homes  open. 

“When  the  plan  of  reorganization  was 
proposed,  most  felt  it  could  have  saved 
the  homes  with  the  $9  million  from  the 
annual  conference,  but  these  people 
deliberately  filed  non-dischargeable 
claims  at  the  last  minute  so  that  the  plan 
could  not  be  given  a  chance.  Further,  I 
have  heard  their  lawyer  say  they  would 
be  better  off  if  the  homes  were 
liquidated.  I  don’t  think  they  are  in  favor 
of  keeping  the  homes  open  even  if  they 
vigorously  deny  that.” 

Mr.  Voorhis  said  the  reorganization 
plan  “which  was  defeated  by  maneuver” 
would  have  recognized  everybody’s 
legitimate  claims  and  discharged  them 
over  a  period  of  time.  No  one  could 
collect  "right  now”  but  would  have 
realized  their  claims  over  a  period  of 
time  with  the  assistance  of  the  $9  million 
committed  by  the  church. 

(The  homes  owe  $21  million  in  long¬ 
term  debt  and  some  $39  million  in  life- 
care  contracts. ) 

Want  contracts  fulfilled 

“Their  view  is  that  they  signed 
contracts  for  life-care,  paid  a  lump  sum 
and  they  want  them  fulfilled  exactly. 
They  think  the  national  church  has  $600 
million  dollars  and  should  be  made  to 
pay  off  their  contracts.” 

According  to  news  reports,  Mr.  Weid 
said  plaintiffs  are  not  claiming  in  the  class 
action  suit  that  residents  should  not  be 
asked  to  pay  any  additional  money  in  the 
future  to  compensate  for  inflation. 

“I’m  not  even  saying  they  shouldn’t 
make  up  some  of  the  problems  caused  by 
mismanagement.  I’m  only  saying  that 
the  church  should  take  some  of  the 
burden,"  Mr.  Wied  has  been  quoted  as 
saying. 

While  many  “majority”  residents  do 


not  see  the  church  as  responsible  tor  any 
of  the  "burden,”  Mr.  Voorhis  does.  He 
said  that  the  "relation  of  the  Methodist 
conference  to  the  management  of  the 
homes  was  so  intimate  that  conference 
officials  are  technically  correct  in  saying 
they  are  released  from  responsibility  for 
paying  the  $9  million,  but  I  think  they 
should  feel  morally  obligated  to  still  pay 
that  much  and  not  feel  like  they  are  off 
the  hook.  It  would  at  least  be  a 
recognition  of  the  “unquestioned 
mismanagement  that  took  place  as  well 
as  misrepresentation  in  recent  years.” 

(Most  of  the  $2  million  already  raised 
was  returned  to  local  churches  when  the 
plan  to  reorganize  failed. ) 

Management  faulted 

Mr.  Voorhis  “faults”  home 
management  at  two  points.  He  believes 
they  “misled”  persons  in  recent  years 
when  it  was  evident  the  place  was 
heavily  in  debt  by  still  giving  the  option 
for  “life-time care.” 

The  “great  mistake,”  however,  in  his 
opinion,  is  that  the  lump-sum  money  was 
used  on  current  expenses  instead  of 
being  invested  in  reserves. 

He  said  he  does  not  think  there  was  any 
deliberate  fraud  but  the  board  of 
directors  were  “incredibly  naive”  to 
think  this  could  ever  work  itself  out. 

Complaints  have  appeared  in  San 
Diego  newspapers  that  persons  whose 
names  are  listed  as  parties  to  the  suit  on 
the  court  record  have  been  subjected  to 
ostracism  by  other  residents,  bullied 
and/or  put  under  pressure  to  support  the 
reorganization  plan. 

Mr.  Voorhis  said  there  have  been 
“hard  feelings”  but  that  the  plaintiffs 
have  brought  much  of  it  on  themselves. 
“They  won’t  come  to  our  meetings,  they 
boycott  our  elections,  hold  their  own 
secret  meetings  and  generally  keep  to 
themselves.  I  think  that  is  a  mistake; 
they  ought  to  participate  in  the  life  of  the 
home  as  usual.” 

Churches  help  poorest 

Mr.  Voorhis  is  also  critical  of  the 
church’s  “grudging”  assistance  to  those 
who  don’t  have  funds  to  meet  the 
monthly  payments  required  to  keep  the 
homes  operating  while  they  are  in 
receivorship. 

He  said  residents  are  required  to  fill 
out  a  three-page  questionnaire  which 
demands  a  revelation  of  all  their  affairs. 

The  Rev.  Randy  Phillips,  chairman  of 
the  Pacific  Homes  board  has  said  that 
“We  will  carry  those  residents  who  have 
a  large  credit  with  Pacific  Homes  and 
have  almost  nothing  left.” 

He  said  applications  are  being  handled 
on  a  case-by-case  basis  and  that  a 
general  criteria  include  that  the 
resident  have  no  more  than  $3,000  in  cash 
assets. 

Presently,  everybody  regardless  of 
original  contract  is  paying  approximately 
the  same  amount  per  month  —  $350  is 
average  —  but  without  entitlement  to 
medical  care  at  the  health  centers.  Mr. 
Voorhis  noted  that  "we  really  are  paying 
a  good  deal  more  if  we  get  sick.” 

Since  the  court  appointed  trustee, 
Richard  Matthews,  took  over  under 
Chapter  X  bankruptcy  proceedings,  the 
residents  nave  become  eligible  for  Medi¬ 
cal  and  Supplemental  Security  Income, 
he  said. 


HOW  TO  HAVE  A 
#r,  .HAPPY MARRIAGE 


"If  you  have  to  choose  only  one  book  on 
marriaqe,  this  manual  is  a  good  choice.  — 

Faith  at  Work 

DAVID  and  VERA  MACE  know  that 
most  marriages  could  be  better.  Over  40 
years  of  work  and  study  with  couples  have 
revealed  that  most  people  are  living  far  below 
their  potential  for  love,  trust,  and  fulfillment.  Are  you  one  of  those 
people? 

How  to  Have  a  Happy  Marriage  incorporates  the  best  in 
marriage  enrichment  techniques.  The  Maces  are  pioneers  in  the 
marriage  enrichment 
movement,  and  their 
techniques  and  suggestions 
have  been  tested  successfully 
by  couples  in  real  life. 

Couples  must  commit 
themselves  to  a  total  of 
24-hours  during  a  six-week 
period  in  order  to  work 
through  the  book  together. 

Make  your  marriage 
better— the  Maces  guarantee 
an  improvement  in  your 
marriage  relationship  if  you 
follow  directions  faithfully  and 
work  at  completing  this 
enrichment  “work  book.” 

$6.95 

“ Thoughtful ,  practical.  . 

—Parents’  Magazine 


the  book  publishing  deportment  ot 
the  united  methodlst  publishing  house 
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Survey  gives  Alexandria  Church  clearer/ look 
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i—  a  Alexandria  — 

*"•  Too  many  churches 

J  plan  for  the  future 

r~  >  on  the  basis  of 

**  ^  semi-ignorance. 

"*  rv,  Programs  and 

-si  v/>  emphases  that 

^  ^  “come  down”  from 

c  S  denominational 

•T'  >o  headquarters  may 

look  good  on  paper, 
but  somehow  fail  to 
work  in  practice. 

An  emphasis  that 
went  well  at  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  last  church 
“bombs”  for  his 
present  congregation. 

Too  often,  the  church  —  lay  and  clergy 
—  has  an  incomplete  or  erroneous  pic¬ 
ture  of  itself,  and  therefore  of  what  pro¬ 
grams  will  be  effective. 

To  avoid  such  pitfalls.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria  has  just 
completed  a  self-survey  by  a 
professional  opinion-survey  company. 


The  survey  was  a  first  for  the  company 
Kennedv  Associates  of  Alexandria  - 
and  as  far  as  Pastor  William  Fraser  is 
aware,  a  first  for  any  church. 

First  Methodist  invested  $1,800  in  a 
scientific  survey  to  find  out  who  its 
members  are.  where  they  live,  what 
activities  they  take  part  in.  how  much 
money  they  make  and  what  they  think  of 
the  church. 

The  investment,  said  Rev.  Fraser,  is 
the  best  the  church  has  ever  made 

Sparked  by  the  interest  of  Mrs.  Paul 
White,  chairman  of  the  church’s  council 
on  ministries,  the  survey  has  resulted  in 
a  41-page  summary  booklet  and  a  six- 
inch-thick  computer  print-out  catalogue. 

Included  in  the  volume  is  a  cross- 
referenced  break-down  of  the  church’s 
1.800  resident  members  by  geographical 
area,  age,  giving  patterns,  income, 
attendance  at  worship  and  education 
programs,  length  of  residence,  sex  and 
family  status,  among  others. 

Opinion  questions  touched  on  the 
friendliness  of  the  church,  needed 
programs,  need  for  a  full-time  youth 
minister,  the  church  newspaper  and 
others 


The  project  took  about  two  months  to 
implement,  including  thp  telephone 
polling  of  30)  randomly  selected 
members  and  compilation  and 
publication  of  the  results 

“Kennedy  Associates  used  their  own 
professional  telephone  pollsters  to  call 
the  300  members.”  Fraser  explained  “It 
took  the  month  of  September  to 
formulate  the  48  questions  and  develop 
the  questionnaire,  and  the  first  two 
weeks  in  October  to  conduct  the  survey 

“It  was  printed  by  the  end  of  October." 

Fraser  said  the  church  would  spend  the 
first  six  months  of  1978  assimilating  the 
data. 

He  said  the  sample  of  301  persons  for 
an  1.800-member  congregation  was 
enough  to  insure  about  a  2  percent 
margin  of  error 

Vern  Kennedy,  head  of  the  firm  and  a 
professor  at  Louisiana  College,  said 
about  one-third  of  the  data  was  verifiable 
when  projected  to  the  whole 
congregation,  so  the  assumption  was 
made  that  the  non-verifiable.  opinion 
data  would  also  project. 

“Data  such  as  giving  we  could 


project. "  he  explained  "We  took  the 
giving  reported  by  the  301.  got  an 
average  and  projected  it  to  the  whole 
congregation. 

The  results  were  within  two  percent 
of  actual  reported  giving  " 

"We  see  this  as  something  to  help  us  in 
planning  and  program  building  for  the 
future.”  Fraser  said  “We  were  able  to 
learn  quickly  and  efficiently  what  would 
lake  months  to  find  out  if  we  did  the 
Survey  using  our  own  people  " 

There  were,  the  pastor  noted,  some 

•  surprises. 

“We  found  the  congregation  was  wav 
ahead  of  the  leadership  in  its  willingness 
jo  expand  youth  work,  conduct  new 
xnember  drives  and  generally  increase 
our  overall  Sunday  School  efficiency."  he 
noted. 

“We  were  pleasantly  surprised  to  find 
a  high  acceptance  of  our  music  program 
.  and  related  emphasis  on  the  arts 

Applving  survey  results  to  programs 
i  will  be  the  responsibility  of  various 
church  boards  and  commissions. 

The  commission  on  evangelism,  for 
instance,  in  response  to  the  desire  for  a 

•  strong  new-member  drive,  will  use  parts 


of  the  survey  showing  non-members  who 
attend  and  will  formulate  programs  to 
bring  in  new  members 

A  desire  for  more  fellowship-oriented 
activities  reflected  in  the  survey  has 
resulted  in  the  scheduling  of  monthly  pot- 
luck  suppers  for  the  next  year 

At  this  point,  only  the  broadest  outlines 
of  the  survey  results  have  been  studied, 
but  Kennedy  met  with  the  council  on 
ministries  Monday  to  interpret  them 
further 

Fraser,  even  with  the  first'  results,  is 
enthusiastic  about  the  effort 

“I  would  surely  encourage  other 
churches  to  do  it."  he  said.  “It  is  well 
worth  the  investment.” 

Kennedy  is  equally  encouraged 
\  “I  approached  the  project  with  a  bit  of 
pessimism."  he  admitted.  “I  was  not 
sure  what  kind  of  results  we  would  get. 
But  after  seeing  them.  I  am  very 
encouraged  " 

Kennedy  said  he  had  long  felt  sample 
research  could  apply  to  churches,  but  felt 
it  would  take  someone  with  both 
technical  expertise  and  Christian 
commitment  to  make  it  effective 
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“They  were  innovariVe-axicoitfing  up 
with  the  idea  They  said  they^vSnted  to 
know  some  information  —  I  said  I  can  get 
it  for  you.  I  just  didn't  know  you  wanted 
it.  So  we  got  together  " 

Kennedy  pointed  to  the  Billy  Graham 
organization  as  one  that  uses  opinion 
research  extensively 

“He  has  a  very  sophisticated  research 
service.’’  Kennedy  said  “They  go  in  and 
survey  public  opinion  and  that  of  church 
leaders  in  an  area  before  they  do  a 
crusade  there.” 

But  he  added  that  while  he  is  pretty 
aware  of  research  organizations  and 
their  work  in  the  South,  the  First 
Methodist  survey  is  the  first  he  knows  of 
where  sample  research  has  been  applied 
to  a  congregation’s  internal  needs. 

“They  are  to  be  commended."  he  said. 
“I  think  it  is  a  very  good  approach.’’ 

Taken  from  Town  Talk,  Alexandria- 
Pineville.  La. 
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Church  People- 

Church  Activities 


Li  MW''  News 


Cedar  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
dedicates  the  Educational  Building. 
Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  conducted 
dedication  services  in  February  for  the 
education  building.  Cedar  Grove 
Methodist  Church.  The  presentation  was 
made  by  Luther  Cox.  Sunday  School 
Superintendent.  Rev.  David  Felder  is 
Pastor. 


A  Christian  Education  Rally  was  held  at  Farmerville  in  February.  Churches 
participating  were:  Calhoun.  Indian  Village.  Beulah.  Downsville.  Mt.  Nebo.  Bethel. 
Marion.  Farmerville.  and  Bird’s  Chapel.  James  McLelland.  pastor  of  the 
Downsville  Charge,  was  the  keynote  speaker.  Group  meetings:  Adult.  Senior  High. 
Junior  High,  and  Children  (l-5th  grades:  and  Nursery  through  Kindergarten  — 
2  groups)  were  held.  Pictured  are  the  leaders  of  the  groups,  from  left  to 
right:  Terral  Lowe,  Joe  Rountree,  Richard  Poss,  James  McLelland.  The  chil¬ 
dren’s  group  is  shown  in  the  second  picture. 


At  a  formal  Valentine  Party  at 
Southside  UMC.  Monroe  58  Youth 
witnessed  the  court  presentation  of: 
Princess  Karen  Burke.  King  Kenny 
Beall:  Queen  Kaye  Johnson:  and  Prince 
Albert  Edmiston.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene 
Boozer  are  youth  directors  and  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner,  is  pastor. 

Shown  left  are 
“Mr.  and  Miss 
Lakeview’’  who 
were  selected  by 
the  young  people  of 
the  Lakeview  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Church.  Minden,  at 
their  recent  Sweet¬ 
heart  Banquet. 

Miss  Lakeview  is 
Mary  Margaret 
Harper,  daughter 

of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Harper  and  Mr. 
Lakeview  is  Paul  Gulley,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Gulley.  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  is  their 
pastor. 


One  of  the  three 
new  signs  erected 
by  the  Church  of 
The  Covenant  in 
Lafayette.  Pictured 
is  the  pastor.  Rev 
H.  A.  Harrington, 
and  Rev.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson.  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette 
District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

Drawings  for  the 
new  building  .  . 
plans  for  a  Finan¬ 
cial  Campaign  and 
Organizational 
Sunday  are  all 
being  planned  as 
this  new  congrega¬ 
tion  continues  to 
grow  week  by 
week.  Ground¬ 
breaking  for  the 
first  unit  will  soon 
be  taking  place. 


Womans’  Day  1978  at  Haven  United 
Methodist  Church  using  the  theme. 
“Christian  Women  Moving  Forward 
With  Jesus  Christ  as  Their  Only  Hope." 
will  be  observed  March  19  at  the  morning 
worship  service. 

P  Franklin,  La. 
Mrs.  Truman 
Ward,  state  UMW 
‘ 1  President,  installed 
B  the  newly  elected 
{officers  of  the 
(Franklin  UMC: 
*Mrs.  Robert 
Pontiff.  Jr.  pic¬ 
tured.  President; 
Mrs.  Spencer  Todd,  j 
Jr.,  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent;  Miss  Mary  Simonton,  Secretary; 
Miss  Kitty  Chase.  Treasurer.  Mission  Co¬ 
ordinators  are:  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley, 
Christian  Personhood;  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Hay.  Suppariine  Community;  Mrs.  John 
Markerson.  Sr.  Christian  Social  Involve¬ 
ment;  Mrs.  Hank  Baudreaux.  Christian 
Global  Concerns. 


Registration  for 
Annual  Conference 

Dr.  Richard  Anders.  Assistant 
Dean  of  Students.  Centenary  College 
requests  the  use  of  registration 
cards  currently  being  sent  to  pastors 
and  delegates.  Returned  cards  and  a 
deposit  will  facilitate  housing 
arrangements  during  the  1978 
session  of  Annual  Conference. 


Mrs.  Robert 
Pontiff. 
UM  President 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
announces  three 
administrative  positions 


Dr.  W  T.  Handy,  currently  Vice-President  Personnel. 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  Nashville,  and  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  be  the  District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District. 


Handy 


“ After  the  February  General  Meeting 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
ALGIERS  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH.  New  Orleans,  the  Executive 
Board  sponsored  a  Luncheon  for 
members  and  friends.  Rev.  Bill  Haskell, 
pastor  of  the  Gentillv  UMC.  N.O..  spoke 
on  “The  Law  of  The  Sea.”  Pictured  are 
Mrs.  N.  W.  Babb  president  of  the  UMW 
and  Rev.  Haskell  Rev.  Carey  A.  Martin 
is  pastor. " 


235-6073  ...  I 
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KALISTE  SALOOM  and  BEADLE  RD  < 


“Women  of  the  Bible"  was  the  theme 
when  the  new  officers  of  United 
Methodist  Women,  Louisiana  Memorial 
UMC.  Opelousas  were  installed  by  Mrs. 
Chris  H.  Hall.  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
District  President.  They  are  left  to  right: 
Mrs.  Bussie  Rose.  Program  Resources; 
Mrs.  Lillian  Soileau.  Chairperson 
Committee  on  Nominations  (also  District 
Treasurer);  Mrs.  Marie  Gremillion. 
Treasurer;  Mrs.  Myra  C.  Byrd. 
Secretary;  Mrs.  Allie  Stubblefield.  Vice- 
President;  Mrs  Margaret  Smith. 
President;  Mrs.  Chris  H  Hall.  District 
President.  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette. 

At  the  dinner  meeting  which  concluded 
the  year’s  work.  Mrs.  Lillian  Soileau. 
District  Treasurer  presented  a  Special 
Membership  from  the  Unit  to  Mrs.  Marie 
Gremillion,  Local  Treasurer.  Rev.  Alan 
D.  Einsel  is  pastor 


Choir  Auditions: 

Dr.  Will  Andress  has  announced  that 
auditions  are  now  being  held  for  positions 
in  the  Centenary  College  Choir  beginning 
this  Fall.  The  announcement  of  the  world 
famous  choir  for  1978-79  will  be  made  on 
April  10. 

Twelve  singers  and  two  accompanists 
are  being  sought  for  this  year.  Andress 
states  that  in  addition  to  musicianship, 
he  looks  for  a  student  with  a  pleasing 
personality  capable  of  working  in  close 
relationship  with  forty-five  other  people 
over  two  months  of  the  year.  He  also  looks 
for  a  good  academic  record,  the  potential 
for  leadership,  a  clean-cut  American 
Youth  type  appearance,  and  the  real 
desire  to  be  in  this  organization  and  to 
devote  themselves  to  its  continued 
success.  The  singers  need  not  be  music 
majors. 

The  choir  currently  makes  over  sixty 
public  appearances  each  year  including 
a  major  international  trip  alternating 
years.  The  group  made  a  month-long 
concert  tour  of  Europe  this  past  summer. 

Students  interested  in  setting  up  an 
audition  should  contact  Dr  Andress  at 
424-4373  or  424-7771. 


“Dogwood  Time 
AtMt.  Sequoyah” 

A  retreat  for  retirees  has  been  planned 
for  April  17-20.  Planned  intentionally  at 
this  time  of  year,  the  dogwood  trees  are 
in  full  bloom,  the  event  will  feature  Dr. 
John  Wesley  Hardt,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  Houston-East  District,  as  the 
preacher. 

Dr  Hardt  has  just  returned  from  a 
visit  to  Indonesia  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  His  slides 
during  leisure  hours  will  share 
experiences  of  this  visit. 

Dr.  John  Allison,  professor.  University 
of  Oklahoma  will  present  the  physical 
aspects  of  growing  older;  Mr.  Winfred  Q. 
Selby,  president  of  the  Oklahoma  State 
Association  of  Life  Underwriters,  will 
present  the  strategies  of  coping  with 
financial  problems  in  retirement. 

Addition: 

The  letter  to  the  editor  in  the  March  10 
edition  was  written  by  Rev.  William 
McCutcheon,  pastor  at  Winnsboro  United 
Methodist  Church.  Sorry  this  was  omit¬ 
ted  last  week.  Letters  to  the  editor  are 
welcome. 


Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  currently  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District,  will  be 
the  District  Superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District  to  finish 
his  term  there.  Five  years  prior  to  1977  he  was  pastor  of  First 
UMC.  Alexandria. 


Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  Sr.,  finishing  his  six  years  as  the 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  has  been 
nominated  by  the  Conference  Committee  on  Finance  and 
Administration  as  the  Treasurer  of  The  Louisiana  Conference. 
His  last  two  pastorates  were  First  UMC.  New  Orleans,  and 
Broadmoor  UMC.  Shreveport. 


Crichlow 

Dr.  Leonard  Cooke,  the  current  Treasurer  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  will  be 
retiring  after  serving  in  this  position  for  ten  years  and  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  35  years. 

Subscription  Update 


Current  update  in  subscriptions, 
March  13,  exclusive  of  local  editions  is 
6490. 

By  districts: 

Alexandria  716 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond  863 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  652 


Lake  Charles  578 
Monroe  963 

New  Orleans-Houma  674 
New  Orleans-Slidell  535 
Ruston  640 
Shreveport  869 


Commitments  to  the  Foundation 
reach  $7 34,500.00 


Louisana  Conference  United  Methodist 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 

Editor  Ray  Branton 

News  Editor  Frances  Pearce 

Send  news  of  events,  special  activites  and  features  to  Council  On  Ministries 
Office,  P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  was  held  in  Alexandria  on 
Saturday.  February  18.  Twenty-six  of  the 
Trustees  were  present.  For  the  new  year 
the  following  officers  were  elected: 
Shelby  L.  Smith.  Chairman;  Haynes  L. 
Harkey,  Vice  Chairman;  John  Coleman. 
Secretary  ;  and  John  Wagnon,  Treasurer. 

Shelby  Smith,  Chairman,  presided  at 
the  meeting.  The  guest  speaker  for  the 
occasion  was  Dr.  J.  W  Leggett  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Mississippi.  Dr.  Leggett  said  in  addition 
to  promoting  wills  and  special  gifts  in  the 
Mississippi  Foundation  the  Investment 
Committee  of  the  Foundation  has 
become  the  investment  agency  for  the 
two  Conferences  in  Mississippi  and  many 
of  their  Conference  institutions  The 
Mississippi  Foundation  was  organized  in 
1968  and  they  now  have  assets  of  four 
million  dollars.  Dr.  Leggett  pointed  out 
that  the  Foundation  is  primarily  a 
service  agency  which  is  to  serve  the 
Conferences  and  their  many  institutions. 
He  said  that  their  experience  has  proven 
that  the  Foundation  is  for  the  rich  and 
poor  alike.  Its  purpose  is  to  help  people 
achieve  what  they  wish  to  do  with  their 
resources. 

Bishop  J  Kenneth  Shamblin  is  an  ex- 
officio  member  of  the  Louisiana 


Foundation  Board  of  Trustees.  During 
the  meeting  he  expressed  his 
appreciation  for  the  work  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation  and  to 
the  Trustees  for  their  leadership  and 
dedication  to  the  Foundation  program. 

Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  Foundation 
Director,  gave  a  brief  comprehensive 
report  of  the  activities  of  the  Foundation. 
He  stressed  the  fact  that  the  Foundation 
is  engaged  in  a  continuing  long  range 
program  of  education  and  cultivation  in 
the  Christian  stewardship  of  present  and 
future  resources.  Almost  every  mail 
brings  inquiries  to  the  Foundation  office 
which  are  usually  requests  for 
information  and  help.  Following 
Foundation  Sunday  on  January  29  when 
the  bulletin  insert  entitled  “This  Man 
Found  A  Way”  was  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  state,  sixty  such  inquiries  were 
received  in  the  Foundation  office.  At  the 
conclusion  of  his  report  Dr.  Clark 
mentioned  that  in  invested  funds  and  in 
known  bequests  which  the  Director  has 
witnessed  that  the  Foundation  has  in 
cash  and  commitments  more  than  three 
quarters  of  a  million  dollars.  In  the 
meeting  it  was  also  mentioned  by  some 
members  of  the  Board  that  they  knew  of 
several  bequests  which  had  been  made  to 
the  Foundation  or  some  United 
Methodist  institution  in  Louisiana. 
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Editorials* 

‘Over-consumption’:  a  sin  church, 
individuals  must  take  seriously 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


MARCH  IT.  HIT* 


Pluralism  needs  a  clearer  definition 


Each  era  of  history  seems  to  be 
marked  by  some  particularly  tempting 
and  equally  elusive  sin  —  a  sin  which 
society  embraces  en  masse,  for  the  most 
part,  without  understanding  it  as  a  sin  at 
all 

Such  was  the  sin  of  arrogance  on  which 
the  crusades  of  the  Middle-ages  were 
launched,  and  the  sin  of  prejudice  which 
allowed  Christians  tc  participate  in  and 
justify  slavery  in  America  for  nearly  300 
years. 

Today,  there  are  strong  indications 
that  the  sin  for  which  our  time  may  be 
most  remembered  will  be  "over¬ 
consumption”  —  the  sin  which  our 
forebears  in  the  church  identified  as 
“gluttony”  and  listed  as  one  of  the 
"Seven  Deadly  Sins.” 

Over-consumption  has  become  so 
much  a  part  of  the  American  way  of  life 
and  has  so  seduced  Christian  churches 
and  their  members  that  it  is  scarcely 
perceived  as  a  sin  by  most  persons.  As 
human  slavery  was  "just  how  things 
are”  to  many  Christians  in  another  era. 
enslavement  to  material  possessions  has 
to  a  large  degree  become  simply  “the 
way  things  are’ ’  in  our  era . 

Individually,  as  a  church,  and  as  a 
society  we  take  part  in  this  sin.  It  rears 
its  head  in  a  wide  variety  of  ways: 

•  In  a  world  wracked  by  hunger, 
American  Medical  Association  statistics 
show  that  among  the  major  health 
hazards  in  our  society,  obesity  ranks 
high.  They  point  out  that  more  than  half 
of  the  American  populace  is  overweight. 

•  In  a  world  of  dwindling  energy 
resources,  Americans  continue  to  gobble 
up  about  35  percent  of  all  the  oil.  gas  and 
coal  produced  on  earth  each  year.  Our 
"comfort  necessities”  have  grown  to  the 
point  where  they  have  become  a 
sickness.  American  Christians,  who 
would  shun  the  abuse  of  alcohol  and 
drugs,  nevertheless  look  for  happiness  in 
greater  numbers  of  automobiles,  larger 
homes,  and  the  latest  energy-consuming 
gadgets  —  from  recreational  vehicles  to 
electric  toothbrushes. 

And  the  Christian  churches  —  although 
there  have  been  a  few  anguished  "cries 
in  the  wilderness"  for  repentance— have 
hardly  been  champions  for  the  cause  of 
moderation  and  sound  stewardship  in  our 
consumption.  Most  of  us  take  part  in  the 
consumer  orgy  with  the  same  blind 
abandon  which  made  it  possible  for 
congregations  in  days  gone  by  to  sing  of 
God’s  love  while  slaves  picked  cotton  in  a 
nearby  field. 

So  how  does  the  church  and  how  do 
individual  Christians  begin  to  deal 
seriously  with  this  sin?  To  a  degree,  each 
local  church’s  situation  and  the  lifestyle 
of  each  individual  Christian  must 
determine  the  response.  But  we  believe. 

TM/UMR  welcomes 
new  local  church  edition 
in  Sonoma,  California 

With  this  issue.  TM/UMR  welcomes 
250  subscriber-families  at  First  UMC  in 
Sonoma.  California  (California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference)  to  its  growing 
number  of  local  church  editions. 

Each  week,  readers  at  First  UMC  will 
receive  an  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  local 
church  news  printed  on  the  front  page, 
annual  conference  news  printed  on  the 
back  page,  and  general  church  news  and 
comment  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  in  Sonoma  we 
say:  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
vour  edition  of  TM/UMR  informative 
and  that  you  will  join  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  "Letters  to  the  Editor." 

To  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter). 
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also.  Ihere  are  some  common  starting 
points: 

d)  Recognition.  Christians  must 
individually  and  corporately  recognize 
that  to  over  consume  and  waste  food, 
energy  and  other  natural  resources  is  to 
sin.  It  is  a  sin  we  not  only  take  part  in 
passively  but  actively  commit  with  our 
check  books,  the  accelerators  of  our 
automobiles  and  our  thermostats. 

2  Repentance.  As  a  sin.  over-con- 
sumpion  separates  us  from  God  As 
Christians  recognizing  this  sin  we  must 
confess  it  together  and  as  individuals, 
ask  for  forgiveness  and  strive  to  correct 
our  wrongs. 

3.  Reflection.  We  must  look  at  our 
values  and  ask  if  they  are  Christ’s 
values.  At  what  points  do  we  consider 
comfort  more  important  than  good 
stewardship  in  the  resources  God  has 
entrusted  to  each  of  us?  For  some  of  us. 
being  faithful  to  Jesus  Christ  could  well 
mean  shedding  extra  pounds  and  ending 
gluttonous  and/or  unhealthy  eating 
habits.  For  others  it  may  mean  shutting 
off  the  heat  in  unused  parts  of  the  house 
or  turning  down  the  thermostat  and 
wearing  a  sweater.  For  still  others,  it 
may  mean  getting  along  with  fewer 
vehicles  or  sacrificing  the  comfort  of  a 
big  car  for  the  economy  of  a  smaller  one 
when  a  car  is  purchased. 

4.  Mutual  support.  For  many 
congregations  the  combating  of  over¬ 
consumption  will  require  support 
systems  —  study,  discussion  and  mutual 
aid. 

Saying  "no"  to  over-consumption  and 
waste  is  not  easy  when  we  are  constantly 
tempted  by  our  affluence  and 
commercial  advertisers  to  consume 
more  As  with  most  sinful  acts,  the 
seduction  of  the  flesh  is  great.  But  with 
the  help  of  Christ  we  can  change  our 
wavs.  And  the  world  around  us  cries  out 
for  us  to  do  just  that. 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  editorial  "It’s  time 
that  we  discuss  what  we  believe"  in  the 
February  24  issue  of  TM/UMR 

Your  remarks  about  “pluralism"  are 
well  taken.  Whatever  "pluralism"  is 
supposed  to  be  in  theory  —  and  some  of 
us  are  not  certain  just  what  it  is  supposed 
to  be  —  I’m  afraid  pluralism  works  out  in 
practice  thuslv :  Pluralism  means  that  so 
long  as  vour  church  pays  out  in  full  and 
doesn’t  cost  the  district  or  conference 
any  money,  your  church  can  do/believe 
just  about  anything  it  wants  to  and  get  by 
with  it. 

Unfortunately,  it  also  apparently 
means  that  a  person  can  be  theologically 
a  Unitarian  or  on  the  far  left,  to  a 
Southern  Baptist  on  the  far  right,  and 
still  be  considered  a  good  United 
Methodist. 

I  wish  someone  would  define  in 
practical  terms  just  what  pluralism  is 
supposed  to  mean. 

Ronald  E.  Brown 
Albuquerque.  New  Mexico 
Ed  i to riu  I  co m  in  en  da  ble 
To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  commend  you  for  the  excellent 
editorial  entitled  "It’s  time  that  we 
discuss  what  we  believe"  (TM/UMR. 
Feb.  24) .  I  strongly  support  its  thesis  that 
“if  our  church  is  ever  to  develop  a  more 
positive  and  united  witness,  it  is  essential 
that  more  discussion  take  place  at  every 
level  of  the  church’s  life  regarding  what 
minimally  it  means  to  believe  in  and 
follow  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  curriculum  committee  of  our 
church  was  affirming  this  same  thesis 
when  it  voted  to  provide  a  series  of  study 
books  for  adults  under  the  general  theme 
of  "Our  Living  Faith."  This  was  in  part  a 
response  to  the  call  by  the  1972  General 
Conference  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  the  continuing  task 
of  theological  reflection.  Only  as  we 
ponder  and  reflect  on  our  basic  beliefs 
can  we  bear  testimony  to  what  we  mean 
by  our  Christian  faith.  So.  the  main  aim 


My  Witness 


There  is  room  for  Billy 
in  religious  education 


By  WILLIAM  MARSH 

I  have  just  read  the  article  in  the 
February  24  issue  of  TM/UMR  by  Marie 
Latta  about  religious  education  for 
mentally  retarded  children.  I  would  like 
to  say  to  Billy’s  parents  that  there  IS 
room  for  Billy  in  an  interdenominational 
class  in  your  town.  If  there  is  none,  and 
the  need  exists,  a  committee  can  be 
formed  to  start  one. 

Last  fall  our  church’s  minister  asked 
me  to  serve  on  a  committee  created  by 
the  local  ministerial  alliance  to  try  to 
work  out  a  program  for  religious 
education  for  mentally  retarded 
children.  I  am  a  retired  high  school 
principal  from  a  Wisconsin  school  which 
included  a  class  for  the  mentally 
retarded. 

Our  Harlingen  committee  was  first 
created  because  a  number  of  churches  in 
our  city  were  having  the  problem 
mentioned  by  Ms.  Latta.  Mentally 
retarded  children  do  not  usually  get 
along  well  in  our  regular  church 
programs.  They  get  little,  if  anything, 
out  of  them  and  often  become  restless  or 
even  antagonistic  because  they  do  not 
understand  what  is  going  on.  To  meet 
this  problem,  the  local  ministerial 
alliance  created  the  committee  and 
provided  the  offering  from  the  annual 
Thanksgiving  ecumenical  service,  which 
amounted  to  $240.  Each  church  in  the 
alliance  was  asked  to  appoint  one  or 
more  members  to  the  steering 
committee. 

We  started  with  eight  committee 
members,  including  the  director  of 
special  education  of  the  local  public 
school  district.  Another  member  was  a 
former  elementary  school  teacher  who 
had  retired  from  that  position  to  raise 
her  family  and  is  now  our  lead  teacher 
Still  another  member  was  an  interested 
parent  who  had  several  years  experience 
as  a  church  school  teacher  and  is  very 
creative  artistically.  She  is  now  our 
second  teacher  and  is  in  charge  of 
activities. 

We  made  a  survey  of  the  community 
and  found  a  very  significant  need  for 
such  a  program.  However,  our 
prospective  students  came  from  many 
different  denominations,  with  no  one 
church  having  enough  prospective 
members  to  warrant  a  program  of  their 
own.  We  found  that  we  had  15  potential 
members  of  the  age  group  10  to  14.  We 
chose  that  group  to  start  with  because 
these  children  were  used  to  a  school 
situation  and  could  adapt  more  readily  to 
a  class.  First,  we  wrote  them  a  letter 
telling  what  we  planned  to  do  and  that  we 
would  be  in  touch  with  them  later.  We 
followed  up  the  letter  with  personal  calls, 
if  possible,  or  telephone  calls,  if 
necessary.  We  found  10  pupils  and  their 
families  who  were  interested.  The  others 
felt  uncertain  and  wanted  to  wait  a  while. 

We  collected  excellent  materials  from 
all  over  the  country,  including  reports 
from  other  programs,  and  booklets 
which  people  in  similar  programs  had 
written  about  their  experiences.  Many 
denominations  have  materials  in  their 
national  offices  for  a  program  such  as 
this  and  if  your  readers  want  more 
information,  they  can  start  by  writing  to 
them  With  this  material  as  a  guide,  we 
went  to  work  developing  our  own 
program  We  meet  on  Sunday  morning 
from  9  to  10  and  many  parents  attend 
their  own  service  during  this  hour.  We 
hold  our  class  in  the  youth  center  of  one 
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of  the  local  Catholic  churches,  as  they  do 
not  use  it  at  this  hour. 

We  feel  that  we  have  gotten  off  to  an 
excellent  start  after  our  first  four  weeks 
Our  children  feel  at  home  and  are 
comfortable  with  the  program.  We  do  the 
kinds  of  things  they  can  do  and  are  able 
to  work  with  them  at  their  level.  They 
attend  regularly  upjess  they  are  ill.  Most 
of  them  could  no  longer  attend  their  own 
church  service,  so  the  parents  are 
pleased.  We  plan  very  carefully  to  keep 
the  program  material  ecumenical,  for 
we  have  Catholic.  Baptist,  Presbyterian 
and  Assembly  of  God  children  in  the 
class. 

We  are  looking  ahead  to  increasing  our 
classes  as  soon  as  we  have  had  enough 
experience  and  have  this  program  going 
the  way  we  want  it  to  go.  We  will  have  a 
class  for  6  to  9  year  olds  and  a  class  for  15 
to  18  year  olds,  probably  next  year.  We 
are  making  no  plans  beyond  that  at  the 
present  time,  except  to  work  with 
parents  helping  the  kids  at  home. 

We  feel  sure  that  any  community 
which  wants  to  do  so  can  do  what  we  are 
doing.  There  are  many  advantages  to  an 
ecumenical  program. 

"My  Witness'  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  mav  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor.  William 
Marsh,  lives  in  Harlingen.  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Letters  on  ‘Billy’ 

Help  available 
for  retarded 
in  churches 

To  the  Editor: 

There  is  room  for  Billy  (TM/UMR. 
Feb.  21 )  in  our  church.  In  fact,  we  are 
reaching  out  to  get  the  Billys  and  Bettvs 
into  the  Paradise  United  Methodist 
Church. 

We  have  set  up  a  special  church  school 
class  for  children  with  learning 
difficulties.  The  teachers  and  advisors 
have  had  experience  teaching  retarded 
children  in  public  schools. 

We  hold  out  a  welcome  to  Billy  and 
Betty.  We  want  you! 

Auril  Wood 
Magalia,  California 

Solution  offered 
for  hyperactivity 

To  the  Editor: 

There  is  help  for  the  little  five-year-old. 
blue  eyed,  redhaired  tiger  that  was 
written  about  in  your  February  24th 
issue.  Tell  his  parents  and  others  who 
have  hyperactive  children  to  write  to  the 
Feingold  Association  of  New  York.  1029 
Jericho  Turnpike.  Smithtown.  New  York 
1 1787  for  help  immediately. 

Help  is  as  simple  as  omitting  all 
artificial  coloring,  flavoring,  monosodium 
glutamate,  and  a  few  other  things. 

It  may  also  be  possible  that  there  is  a 
Feingold  Association  already  in  the  city 
where  the  family  lives.  Believe  me.  it  is 
worth  a  try.  because  it  has  helped  us  with 
a  hyperactive  son. 

Mrs.  Clifford  W.  Norman 
Sharon.  Oklahoma 


of  the  "Our  Living  Faith"  series  is  to 
remind  today’s  Christians  that  they 
cannot  know  who  they  are  unless  they 
come  to  terms  with  their  identity  in 
relation  to  the  Christian  past. 

The  series  provides  eight  study  books 
over  a  period  of  two  years.  In  all.  the 
books  will  discuss  thirteen  major 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith.  These 
will  include  such  important  doctrines  as 
Divine  forgiveness.  Divine  revelation. 
Jesus,  the  Christ:  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  so  forth.  All 
doctrines  are  examined  from  a  Biblical 
perspective.  The  books  are  written  by 
some  of  the  outstanding  theologians  and 
Biblical  scholars  in  our  church. 

In  addition,  the  Curriculum  Committee 
has  provided  several  elective  units  to 
help  persons  grow  in  their  understanding 
of  the  Christian  faith.  "Journeys  into 
Faith"  brings  into  one  unit  the  personal 
faith  journey  of  three  theologians  who 
represent  different  points  on  the 
theological  spectrum.  Each  of  them 
discusses  four  major  theological  ideas 
from  their  own  perspective.  "God’s 
Action:  Our  Affirmation”  is  a  guide  to 
the  creeds  of  the  church  and  to  ways  the 
modem  Christian  can  understand  and 
affirm  his  or  her  faith.  This  book  was 
prepared  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  at  the 
direction  of  the  1972  General  Conference. 
Finally,  there  is  also  available  as  a 
curriculum  resource  a  pamphlet  reprint 
of  the  section  of  "The  Book  of  Discipline” 
entitled  "Doctrine  and  Doctrinal 
Statements"  and  along  with  it  a  sixteen- 
page  leader’s  guide  to  help  a  group  join 
in  studying  this  important  theological 
statement  of  our  church. 

All  of  these  study  materials  have  been 
prepared  in  the  hope  that  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  agree  with  you 
that  it  is  important  to  start  discussing 
and  studying  what  we  believe.  That  is 
why  I  am  so  grateful  for  your  editorial. 

Ewart  G.  Watts 

Nashville,  Tennessee 
‘Essentials’  expanded 
To  the  Editor: 

You  are  right  on  target  with  your 
editorials  “It’s  time  that  we  discuss  what 
we  believe"  and  '‘What  are  Christian 
‘essentials’?"  (TM/UMR.  Feb.  24). 
There  is  a  “crisis  of  faith"  in  our  denomi¬ 
nation,  and  one  important  way  to  deal 
with  it  is  in  discussion  and  study  of  the 
content  of  the  faith. 

As  for  the  "essentials”  of  the  faith,  let 
me  suggest  that  from  John  Wesley  a  good 
case  can  be  made  for  the  following: 
original  sin.  the  deity  of  Christ,  the 
atonement,  justification  by  faith,  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Trinity 
(cf.  Colin  Williams.  "John  Wesley’s 
Theology  Today,”  pp.  16-17). 

If  the  church  is  not  clear  on  what  are 
the  essentials,  how  the  quadrilateral  test 
(Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and 
experience)  is  to  be  applied,  and  how  the 
quadrilateral  test  relates  to  what  has 
been  known  traditionally  as  the  doctrinal 
standards  (“Sermons,”  “Notes.” 
“Articles  of  Religion,”  and  our 
Confession  of  Faith),  perhaps  it  is  time 
for  some  clarifying  revisions  in  our 
present  doctrinal  statement. 

Riley  B.  Case 

Union  City,  Indiana 

Baptism  analogy  misses 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  article  by  Montgomery 
Shroyer  on  infant  baptism  (TM/UMR. 
Feb.  24)  certainly  does  not  hold  a  logical 
argument  for  his  convictions  about  the 
matter.  He  refers  to  the  ritual  statement. 
"Those  receiving  the  sacrament  are 
thereby  marked  as  Christian  disciples." 
He  goes  on  to  indicate  that  discipleship 
goes  with  adulthood  and  that  the 
baptismal  mark  of  discipleship  often 
rubs  off.  The  mark  on  many  adults  often 
rubs  off  also,  and  being  an  adult  does  not 
mean  the  mark  will  be  in  evidence. 

A  very  simple  analogy  could  be  that 
when  a  person  enters  law  school,  he  is 
marked  as  a  lawyer:  then  an  individual 
enters  medical  school,  he  is  marked  as  a 
doctor.  When  a  child  enters  the 
fellowship  of  the  church  through 
baptism,  he  is  marked  as  a  disciple.  By 
no  means  am  I  saying  this  is  all  there  is 
to  the  doctrine  of  baptism:  I  am  simply 
responding  to  the  point  in  the  article. 

William  W.  Spiegelhalder 

Coatesville,  Pennsylvania 

Baptism  article  liked 

To  the  Editor: 

Montgomery  J.  Shroyer’s  "Here  I 
Stand”  article  challenging  us  to  rethink 
our  ritual  for  infant  baptism  (TM/UMR, 
Feb.  24)  is  timely  and  sensitive.  Its 
timeliness  may  be  particularly  noted  in 
our  affirmation  of  pluralism  within  our 
church. 

His  salient  question.  "What  does  it  take 
to  make  a  disciple?”  is  as  old  as  the 
church  itself  and  as  new  as  the  next 
generation.  Mr.  Shroyer  only  partially 
answers  this  question  with  "Jesus  called 
mature  men  to  follow  Him  and  then 
proceeded  ...  to  teach  them  the  way  of 


the  kingdom."  I  looked  in  vain  for  our 
Lord's  references  to  little  children  and 
their  kingdom  heritage. 

Another  question,  at  once  equally 
cogent  and  difficult  might  be.  "When 
does  one  begin  to  become  a  disciple?  "  or. 
to  further  press  Mr.  Shroyer  on  his  own 
point.  "When  does  maturity  begin  and 
when  is  it  achieved0" 

If  the  word  "disciple”  means  "follower 
of  a  teacher.”  then  discipleship  can  begin 
very  early  in  life. 

If  both  the  church  and  parents 
seriously  assume  the  vows  and 
covenants  made  between  them  at  the 
time  of  infant  baptism,  those  "marks  of 
discipleship”  might  not  be  rubbed  off  so 
soon  or  so  often. 

I  applaud  Brother  Shroyer  and  I  agree 
with  his  statement  asking  for  a 
rethinking  of  our  historical  stand  on 
infant  baptism.  I  have  a  sneaking 
suspicion  and  a  strong  hope  that 
rethinking  will  result  in  reaffirmation. 

M.  Thos.  Swantner 
Pana,  Illinois 

Miss  Bryant  lias  courage 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reply  to  Mr.  Richard  G. 
Cooley  and  his  letter  regarding  Anita 
Bryant’s  stand  on  homosexuality  in  your 
February  24  issue. 

The  crux  of  the  matter  is  that  Mrs. 
Bryant  believes  God  is  telling  her  that 
homosexuality  is  a  sin.  (She  has  said  she 
"loves  the  homosexual,  but  hates  his 
sin.”) 

While  I  may  not  necessarily  agree  with 
her.  I  do  believe  she  has  every  right  to 
her  opinion.  In  fact,  I  admire  her  courage 
for  taking  a  stand  based  on  her  personal 
Christian  beliefs,  whatever  they  may  be. 

What  disturbs  me  is  that  she  (Anita 
Bryant)  and  her  husband  can  no  longer 
stay  in  hotels  when  they  travel:  it’s  too 
dangerous.  (They  must  stay  in  private 
homes.)  Also,  every  piece  of  mail  they 
receive  must  be  screened  for  fear  of 
bomb  threats.  Is  this  freedom? 

If  you  ask  me,  we  need  more  Anita 
Bryants.  No,  I  don’t  mean  we  need  more 
people  who  call  homosexuality  a  sin.  I 
mean  that  we  need  more  Christians  to 
take  a  firm  stand  on  their  beliefs  — 
without  being  afraid  of  what  other  people 
think.  There  is  a  dire  need  for  such 
people  in  today’s  world. 

By  the  way,  whatever  happened  to  the 
old  saying,  “I  may  disagree  with  what 
you  say,  but  I  will  defend  to  the  death 
your  right  to  say  it”? 

Barbara  S.  Prada 
Bloomington.  Illinois 

Race  issue  needs  thought 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  always  stunned  when  I’m 
reminded  of  how  racist  and  prejudiced  is 
the  society  in  which  we  live.  Your 
editorial  on  the  TV  movie  "King"  (TM/ 
UMR.  March  3)  clearly  shows  that  we 


would  much  rather  not  be  confronted  by 
our  attitudes  and  behaviors. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  again  time  for 
the  church  to  seriously  rethink  the  whole 
race  issue  and  what  it  means  to  be  "one 
people  under  God." 

I  admired  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  — 
especially  his  method  of  "non-violent 
protest”  and  his  willingness  to  give 
himself  for  a  cause.  I  admire  those  who 
are  willing  to  be  confronted  with  their 
own  attitudes  of  prejudice  and  violence. 
They  are  in  all  of  us.  but  I  am  saddened 
when  so  few  are  willing  to  be  confronted 
bylhem  Bob  Younts 

Duncan.  Oklahoma 
'King*  disturbing 
To  the  Editor: 

How  is  it  that  I.  who  was  so  moved  by 
Kunta  Kinta  just  over  a  year  ago.  was  not 
able  to  bring  myself  to  watch  “King”  on 
TV  (see  TM/UMR  editorial.  March  3)? 
Perhaps  it  is  because  my  memory 
remains  so  clear.  I  remember  the  riots  of 
an  anguished  people,  the  grief  in  my 
heart  and  my  inability  to  understand 
white  folk  who  didn’t  feel  as  I  did. 

With  "Roots”  I  felt  anger,  rage  and 
guilt  rise  from  within  me.  but  with 
"King”  it  was  already  there!  And  I 
couldn’t  bring  myself  to  relive  again  the 
horror  of  that  moment  when  one  of  God’s 
prophets  was  so  mercilessly  slain. 

John  Zsittnik 
Waldorf.  Maryland 

Social  material  good 

To  the  Editor: 

I  rejoiced  to  see  so  much  space  given  in 
the  February  17  issue  of  TM/UMR  to 
matters  of  social  concern:  the  extensive 
coverage  of  the  high  cost  of  dying,  and 
the  several  pieces  on  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment. 

In  a  day  when  the  church  is  moving  in 
the  direction  of  a  sentimental  self¬ 
concern  (even  worse  than  usual),  and 
seems  to  be  withdrawing  from  the  world 
and  its  needs  and  retreating  into  a  search 
for  "inner  peace”  and  its  own  salvation, 
it  is  heartening  to  see  our  United 
Methodist  paper  reaching  beyond  liturgy 
and  the  stained  glass  windows  to 
confront  us  with  two  areas  of  great 
human  concern. 

It  is  a  fact  to  be  noted  that  so  often  the 
leaders  of  our  boards  and  agencies  are 
the  spokespeople  in  the  area  of  social 
concerns.  Many  church  members  decry 
this,  especially  those  caught  up  in 
"evangelistic  fervor.”  I.  for  one.  am 
happy  to  see  our  boards  and  agencies  in 
the  forefront,  calling  us  to  face  the  world 
as  it  is.  calling  us  to  seek  to  make  it  what 
it  ought  to  be  in  Christ.  When  will  laity 
and  ministry  catch  up? 

Hiram  B.  Holdridge 
Evanston,  Illinois 
Good  teachers  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  applaud  Ms.  Nichols  for 
her  article  on  creative  and  flexible 
teaching  in  the  church  school  (TM/UMR, 
March  3) .  I  sincerely  hope  that  all  church 
school  teachers  will  take  note  and  give 
serious  thought  to  their  own  teaching 
methods. 

As  I  have  observed  teachers  over  the 
years.  I  have  become  increasingly  aware 
of  the  fact  that  many  teachers  seem  to 
ignore  the  concerns  and  curiosities  of  the 
children  they  teach.  As  teachers,  we  hold 
in  our  hands  a  very  precious  gift  —  the 
ability  to  shape  and  mold  the  minds  of 
our  students.  We  have  a  great 
responsibility  to  acknowledge  each  child 
as  an  individual  and  to  remember  that 
each  child  has  questions  of  his  own. 

Ms.  Nichols  sounds  like  a  very 
sensitive  teacher  and  a  great  asset  to  her 
church.  I  only  wish  there  were  more 
teachers  like  her.  JoSmith 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
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RATE  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  SI  per  insertion 

LOOKING  FOR  A  NEW  RETREAT0  Winter  and 
spring  holidays  or  summer  in  beautiful  Colorado 
Rock  Creek  Ranch  CCI  (915)  949-0414.  $5  day  plus 
$4  50  meals  per  person. 

DISCIPLINES.  ME  11180-1888.  $7  50:  1892-1912. 

$6  50:  1924-1938.  $5.50.  1939-1968.  $3,50.  Donation  with 
order  sent  postpaid,  to  United  Methodist  Historical 
Library  .  Baldwin.  Kans  66006 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  "God  Loves 
You"  or  "Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord."  15t:  100.  $14.00. 
Poem  cards-  "Cross  in  Mv  Pocket."  100.  $2  00.  Plus 
postage.  Crosses-2.  Apex.  N.C.  27502. 

16-DAY  UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR 
of  England.  Scotland.  Wales  departing  July  10. 
Ireland  option.  Brochure  from  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Tours.  Box  11351.  Ft  Worth.  Tex.  76109 

ALASKA  -  AUGUST  -  18  DAYS.  Via  cruise  ship, 
motorcoach.  railroad  and  air.  Including  Victoria. 
Inside  Passage.  Alaska  Highway.  McKinley  Park 
and  much  more  Personally  escorted  bv:  Rev  and 
Mrs  Ed  Laux.  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas.  Tex  75214 
Phone  (214  )  368-7026.  Brochure  available. 

BRITISH  1SLES-WESLEY  TOUR  16  days  Departs 
July  1.  Chicago  S995  Write  Rev  Carlton  Forshee. 
Superintendent.  3410Grevsolon  Place.  Duluth.  Minn. 
55804  for  details 

RENAISSANCE/REFORMATION  EUROPEAN 
TOUR  22  days.  June  14-July  5  Direct  from  Austin. 
Tex  to  Amsterdam:  Heidelberg.  Innsbruck.  Venice. 
Rome.  Florence.  Lucerne.  Paris.  London  For 
brochure:  write  to  World  Encounter.  1612  Gaston 
Ave  ,  Austin.  Tex.  78703 

VACATION  COSTS  REDUCED  -  International 
program  of  house  exchanging,  bed-breakfast 
locations,  trailer  hook-ups.  Write  Travel.  Box  133. 
Forest  Hill.  Md  21050 

SCANDINAVIA  -  21  DAYS  Departs  New  York  June 

19  $1,349  includes  meals  Write  Rev  Glenn  Quam. 
4501  Bloomington  Ave..  Minneapolis.  Minn  55407  for 
brochure 

FAMILY  LIFE  COORDINATORS’  Save  families 
with  the  MARRIAGE  SURVIVAL  KIT  by  Mort  Katz. 

M  S  .  noted  author  and  family  therapist  Satisfaction 
guaranteed  Send  $5  95  to  Family  Development 
Center.  One  Northpark  East.  Suite  320.  Dallas.  Tex 
75231.  1214  )  691-1655 

NEED  SOME  OFFICE  ASSISTANCE0  Pitney- 
Bowes  Model  3300  single  station  folder  and  stuffer 
with  counter  Mint  condition,  price  negotiable.  (512) 
478-9387 

YOUNG  MAN  <26  years  old)  is  seeking  a  position  as 
.assistant  to  minister  or  education  assistant  in  Okla- 
homa  church  in  summer  ol  1978  Certif  ied  in  second- 
ary  education  as  teacher  in  Tenn  and  Fla  and  holds 
master  of  arts  degree  in  church  and  community  from 
Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers  Presently 
employed  as  assistant  to  the  pastor  at  a  Florida 
church  of  over  700  members  Will  consider  any  offers 
in  salarv  range  of  $7.400-$8.000  a  year  Please  write: 
PRB.  1033  E  Cumberland  St..  Apt.  =3.  Lakeland. 
Fla  33801 .  or  call  (815  >  688-0649 

ST  PAUL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Largo. 
Florida,  membership  2.250.  seeks  person  to  fill  new 
position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education 
Preference  given  to  candidate  with  bachelor's 
degree  and  experience  Send  complete  resume  with 
salary  history  to  Rev  John  Gatewood.  1199  Highland 
Ave  .  Largo.  Fla  33540 

WANT  TO  TRAVEL  with  a  small  Christian  group 
with  competent  supervision  and  happy  tour  hosts? 
Israel  —  Rome  —  Switzerland  —  Paris  —  June  5-20 
with  Dr  Jack  Gray.  United  Methodist  evangelist: 
Revis  Gray.  Dean  of  Women.  Oral  Roberts 
University  Rev  Kenneth  Carter,  pastor  of 
Carrollton  First  United  Mehodist  Church,  and  his 
wife  Freddie  Guaranteed  to  be  a  spiritual  high  point 
in  vour  life  For  details  write  Dr  Jack  Grav.  1115  S. 
Roulder.  Tulsa.  Okla.  74119. 

SUMMER  YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  full  time,  good 
salary  Details  from  St  John's  United  Methodist 
Church.  Ill  Cloudcroft.  San  Antonio.  Tex.  78228  or 
phone  (512  )  433-7639. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  Life  Development  Center. 
Someone  with  evangelistic  and  management  skills 
needed  to  build  and  stimulate  education  dept, 
through  recruitment  and  training.  Plan  and  coordi¬ 
nate  church  and  community  activities.  First  Method- 

COME  WITH  US  on  a  Sojourn  to  the  Bible  Lands  of 
Greece  Egypt.  Jordan.  Israel  —  July  27-Aug.  11. 
1978  Experienced  tour  host  Contact  J  C  and 
Barhara  Skinner.  Hubbard.  Tex.  76648.  (817  )  576- 
2672,  for  free  information. 

SUFFERING?  WHY0  HOW  MAY  I  FACE  IT?  . 

How  may  I  help  my  church  grow?  What's 

God  like0  .  .  Is  it  wrong  to  complain?  .  .  .  What 
can  non-clergy  do?  These  questions  and  many 

more  are  answered  in  "Exodus"  by  Preston  Taylor 
(author.  "Joy  in  Jesus."  Moody  Press)  14  chapters, 
enlarged  print  Packed  with  human  interest  stories 
from  foreign  missions  Bible  history.  Excel¬ 

lent  gift  $3.00  postpaid.  Write:  "Exodus."  Box  188, 
Big  Wells.  Tex.  78830 

INTERESTED  IN  CHOIR  ROBES0  50  forest  green 
robes  with  reversible  white  and  gold  stoles:  fair  to 
eood  condition  $10  00  each  and  we  will  pay  postage 
Contact  Velda  Rose  United  Methodist  Church.  5540 
East  Apache  Trail.  Mesa.  Ariz..  85205  Phone  (602) 
832-2111 

CHRISTIAN  RESORT  -  Make  reservations  for 
turkey  season  April  19-May  2  Also  weekend  retreats 
and  family  vacations,  canoe  floats,  horseback  rides 
and  much  more  Write  for  details  Lazy  W  Guest 
Ranch.  P  O  Box  iao.  Annapolis.  Mo.  63620 

SCANDINAVIAN  ADVENTURE  -  Fifteen-day  tour 
Depart  Los  Angeles  and  New  York  on  September  5 
Brochure:  Mildred  Tohir.  9101-51  Friars  Road.  San 
Diego.  Calif.  92108 
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Christians  rediscover  that  meditation  enriches  faith 


‘May  my  meditation  be  pleasing  to  Him'*  (Fs.  104:  34) 


By  Religion*  New*  Service 
Contemplation,  meditation  and  silent, 
non-verbal  prayer  have  frequently  been 
viewed  as  practices  for  special  groups  of 
devotees,  such  as  cloistered  religious 
orders.  But  today.  Christians  who  live 
active  daily  lives  are  turning  to  these 
practices  as  ways  of  strengthening  their 
inner  resources  and  enabling  them  to 
cope  with  the  pressures  of  modern  life 
“Christian  meditation"  is  a  term  that— 
is  being  used  by  some  to  describe  these 
practices.  Several  varieties  are  outlined 
in  a  book  entitled,  "Christian  Medita¬ 
tion:  Its  Art  and  Practice."  Its  author. 
Dr.  H.  Wayne  Pipkin,  is  coordinator  of 
the  Columbus  Center  of  the  University 
Without  Walls/Ohio  and  with  his  wife 
teaches  meditation  to  Christian  groups. 

Comparing  Christian  meditation  with 
other  forms.  Dr.  Pipkin  writes  that  what 
makes  it  different  "is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  process  of  meditation  What  is 
different  is  the  content  and  the  context. 
The  content  is  the  Christian  Gospel:  the 
context  is  the  Christian  Church." 

His  book  gives  several  examples  of 
types  of  Christian  meditation,  such  as 
dialogical  (prayer  as  a  two-way 
conversation),  story  (exploring  the  Bible 
as  a  participant),  and  intercessory 
(participating  with  God  in  the  healing 
process ) . 

"Waiting  on  the  Spirit"  in  silence  has 
been  practiced  by  Quakers  for  two 
centuries.  But  for  other  Christians,  non¬ 
verbal  prayer  is  a  new  and  somewhat 
strange  experience.  In  an  adult  study 


book  written  for  United  Methodist 
groups.  Dr.  .James  C.  I.ogan.  professor  of 
systematic  theology  at  Wesley 
Seminary.  Washington.  D.C..  writes. 

Prayer  may  be  wordless  silence.  This  is 
waiting  upon  God.  Wordless  prayer  is 
probably  the  most  difficult  form  of 
prayer.  But  perhaps  we  talk  too  much  in 
prayer  and  do  not  wait  upon  God  " 

‘Hear  God  speaking’ 

Pope  Paul  has  urged  Roman  Catholics 
to  cultivate  the  practice  of  "interior 
silence"  in  order  to  "hear  God 
speaking."  During  Lent  last  year,  he  told 
a  crowd  of  pilgrims  gathered  in  St. 
Peter’s  Square :  “We  need  to  know  how  to 
listen.  And  to  listen  means  first  of  all 
being  silent.  All  of  us  need  silence, 
interior  silence  Let  us.  during  Lent, 
try  to  cultivate  this  silence.  toVeestablish 
within  ourselves  the  capacity  to  listen 
reflectively  .  .  .  God  speaks  in  interior 
silence." 

Some  denominations  are  reexamining 
their  approaches  to  spirituality  in  efforts 
to  help  their  people  cultivate  deeper 
religious  lives.  A  task  force  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  is  studying  the 
nature  of  personal  and  communal  prayer 
in  local  congregations,  with  a  view  to 
providing  insights  for  the  preparation  of 
new  prayer  guides. 

During  a  discussion  of  the  program. 
Dr  Daniel  Wessler.  professor  of  liturgies 
at  Louisville  Theological  Seminary,  said. 
•The  Reformed  tradition  is 
characterized  by  the  suspicion  of 


anything  below  the  eyebrows  .  .  it  is 
cerebral,"  What  is  needed,  he  said,  "is 
the  restoration  of  a  wholistic  church  — 
one  package  —  where  depth,  retreat, 
contemplation  and  prayer  prepare 
United  Presbyterians  for  decisions 
regarding  moral  and  ethical  matters." 

Conrad  Hoover,  who  has  served  as 
retreat  master  of  the  Church  of  the 
Saviour  in  Washington.  D.  C..  has  written 
in  Sojourners  magazine  that  "today.* 
more  than  ever,  we  need  places  where 
persons  can  go  from  time  to  time  for 
solitude,  prayer,  and  reflection  on 
Scriptures  and  on  their  own  lives  " 

Stressing  the  need  for  cultivating  a 
contemplative  lifestyle.  Mr.  Hoover 
expresses  concern  “that  we  have  become 
such  activists  that  most  of  us  have  little 
time  for  prayer.  We  have  lost  the 
knowledge  of  the  critical  nature  of 
prayer  —  that  it  is  a  matter  of  faith 
commitment  and  a  demand  that  God  not 
keep  silent  in  our  day." 

Clergy  retreats  are  also  placing 
special  emphases  on  prayer  and 
meditation,  recognizing  that  people  of 
the  cloth  need  to  develop  their  own 
spiritual  resources  in  order  to  help  their 
flocks  to  do  the  same  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  Bernard  J.  Topel  of  Spokane  has 
said.  "It  is  relatively  easy  to  spot  priests 
and  seminarians  who  do  not  practice 
regular  mental  prayer.  It  shows  in  their 
words,  actions  and  attitudes  It  shows 
because  they  do  not  think  and  talk  and 
act  likeChrist." 

Some  analysts  have  expressed  fears 


that  the  increased  emphasis 
spirituality  in  Christian  circles  may  lead 
to  a  retreat  from  social  action.  But  others 
have  pointed  out  that  the  two  foci  need 
not  be  mutually  exclusive,  and  that 
contemplation  in  fact  provides  strength 
for  engaging  in  "secular”  struggles. 

L  Robert  Keck,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  director  of  the  New 
Wineskins  Center  for  Research  and 
Development,  an  agency  that  has 
promoted  cultivation  of  contemplative 
techniques,  has  written  that  "too  often 
there  has  been  a  polarization,  which  has 
insisted  that  a  person  be  either  a 
contemplative  or  active  in  social  justice 
Any  spiritual  pilgrimage  that  looks  to 
Jesus  the  Christ  as  a  substantial  clue, 
knows  that  it  is  both." 

Both  styles  are  ‘compatible’ 

The  writings  of  such  Christians  as 
Thomas  Merton,  and  the  practices  of 
such  groups  as  the  Sojourners  Commu¬ 
nity  in  Washington.  D.C.,  also  serve  to 
demonstrate  the  compatibility  of  the 
active  and  contemplative  styles  of  life. 

And  to  those  who  might  be  tempted  to 
become  overly  enthusiastic  about  Chris¬ 
tian  meditation.  Dr.  Pipkin  writes: 
"We  should  understand  that  meditation 
is  not  the  answer  to  what  ails  either  the 
church  or  the  average  Christian.  It  is  not 
the  only  tool  which  should  appear  in  the 
Christian’s  tool  kit  It  is  not  even 
necessarily  the  best  one.  But  it  is  a  very 
good  one.  and  one  that  too  many 
Christians  have  tended  to  neglect.” 


Church  camping ‘booming  business’ 

Exec  cites  350,000  campers  in  ’77— but  few  ethnic  minorities 


SAN  JUAN  CAPISTRANO.  Calif.  —  Brenda  Cagle,  center,  leads  participants  at 
the  National  Camp  Leaders  Conference  meeting  here  at  the  Lazy  W  Ranch  through 
several  planning  models  for  off-site  camps.  She  is  a  director-manager  of  a  UM  camp 
in  Oregon  and  an  experienced  leader  in  off-site  camping  trips.  (See  related  article.) 
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How  Christian  is  UM 
;off-site’  camping? 


SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SAN  JUAN  CAPISTRANO.  Calif.  - 
Business  is  booming  for  United 
Methodist  church  camping,  a  life-long 
camping  executive  reported  here  to  the 
largest  group  of  UM  camp  leaders  ever 
assembled. 

Musicians 
rap  agency 
staff  cut 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  An 
unannounced  decision  to  release  the  Rev. 
Thom  Jones,  a  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  worship  section, 
has  been  strongly  criticized  by  Philip  E. 
Baker,  president  of  the  1900-member 
Fellowship  of  United  Musicians. 

Mr.  Baker  is  director  of  music  at 
Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas. 

In  the  March  issue  of  the  fellowship’s 
"News  Notes”  newsletter,  Mr.  Baker 
claims  the  realignment  of  staff 
responsibilities  in  the  section  and  the 
release  of  Mr.  Jones  actually  means  a  de¬ 
emphasis  of  music  and  the  other  arts. 

The  board’s  general  secretary  Melvin 
G.  Talbert  disagrees.  "It  is  unfortunate 
that  this  staffing  decision  has  been 
confused  with  our  commitment  to  music 
and  the  arts.  To  say  that  we  are  de¬ 
emphasizing  these  concerns  is  simply  not 
true." 

Mr.  Baker  said  the  decision  at  this  time 
will  damage  the  field  work  of 
interpreting  music  and  the  arts  across 
the  churdh  and  will  hamper  work  on  new 
supplemental  worship  resources  being 
developed  by  the  section. 

Dr.  Roberto  Escamilla,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship, 
said  the  opening  left  by  Mr.  Jones  in  June 
will  be  filled  bv  a  person  under  a  broader 
job  description. 

Dr.  Talbert  said  the  new  staff  person 
will  be  responsible  not  only  for  the  arts 
and  music  but  also  for  other  elements  of 
worship  such  as  preaching. 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  One  of  the 
most  highly  praised  and  strongly 
criticized  publications  ever  produced  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church— "motive” 
magazine  —  may  rise  from  the  ashes  of 
its  controversial  past . 

An  orientation  issue  in  tabloid  format 
featuring  articles  of  current  concern 
along  with  some  of  the  “best  of 
‘motive’  ”  articles  and  art,  is  being 
planned  for  release  in  June  The  issue 
will  be  mailed  to  campus  ministers  who 
in  turn  may  order  quantities  for  students 
enrolling  this  fall. 

The  30-year-old  student  journal  ceased 
publication  in  1971  shortly  after  the 
church  severed  ties  with  the  magazine. 

No  decision  has  been  made  about  the 
cost  or  frequency,  said  the  Rev.  Joe  L. 
Gipson,  director  of  the  campus  ministry 
section  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

Lamenting  the  void  that  exists  between 
college  students  and  the  church  today. 
Mr  Gipson  said  the  new  "motive"  will 
address  itself  to  issues  “courageously, 
scholarly  and  in  good  taste.” 

"Students  who  are  having  their  minds 
stretched  by  science  and  humanities 
need  to  have  their  Sunday  school 
understanding  of  religion  stretched  as 
well  by  a  clear  presentation  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ, "  he  said 

The  new  publication  will  be?  produced 
by  the  board’s  communications  staff  in 


But,  while  350,000  campers  last  year 
are  a  sign  of  the  program’s  vigorous  new 
growth  in  most  conferences,  leaders  here 
were  "frustrated”  by  the  obvious  fact 
that  current  programs  are  not  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  church’s  ethnic  and 
racial  minorities.  Minority  church 
members  are  not  coming  to  conference 
camps,  they  reported.  (See  related  story 
this  page). 

Approximately  200  leaders  met  here  in 
late  February  for  the  biennial  meeting 
of  the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Camp  Leaders,  an  organization  which 
Dr  Melvin  Moody  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  (BOD),  Nashville,  is 
credited  with  beginning  in  1970.  In 
addition  to  attending  workshops 
designed  to  upgrade  leadership  skills, 
leaders  probed  how  camping  programs 
might  actively  work  on  the 
denomination’s  three  "missional  priori¬ 
ties":  world  hunger,  strengthening  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  and  evangelism. 

Camping  upswing  cited 

Dr.  Moody  told  leaders  in  an  address 
on  “the  state  of  camping  in  the  UMC” 
that  new  interest,  energy  and  funds  are 
being  poured  into  conference  camp 
programs.  Camping  is  one  of  the  largest 
items  in  most  conference  budgets.  And 
some  400  camp  properties  represent  a 
sizeable  investment  for  the  church  —  the 
total  value  of  which  has  yet  to  be  pulled 
together.  Statistics  are  incomplete  and 
dated.  Dr.  Moody  told  TM/UMR. 

The  camping  consultant  to  the  BOD 
listed  10  facets  of  the  camping  scene 
today,  all  of  which  indicate  a  strong 
upswing  in  the  trend  toward  higher 
quality  camping  experiences  in  his 
opinion  They  are: 

•  "Real  interest  in  professionalism”  is 
bringing  stability  and  consistency  to 
camp  programs. 

•  "Adults  represent  the  growing  edge 
—  the  group  that  is  really  coming  around 
to  camps  and  retreat  areas.  There  are 
small  increases  in  numbers  of  children, 
and  youth  are  going  strongly  toward  off- 
campsite  programs  such  as 
backpacking,  bicycling,  rafting,  etc.” 
(See  related  story  this  page  on  off-site 
camping.)  But  in  his  opinion  older  adults 
should  be  getting  more  attention  in 


cooperation  with  Mr.  Gipson’s  office. 

Begun  in  1941 .  “motive”  was  edited  for 
nine  years  by  Harold  Ehrensperger. 
followed  by  Roger  Ortmaver  ( 1950-1958). 
Jameson  Jones  (1958-1961)  and  B.  J 
Stiles  (1961-1969). 

Robert  Maurer  assumed  the 
directorship  of  the  magazine  in  1969  as 
criticism  of  the  magazine  began  to  reach 
its  peak.  A  free-swinging  editorial  policy 
and  the  inclusion  of  several  "four-letter 
words"  kindled  the  flames  of  criticism 
across  the  church  and  eventually  led  the 
former  Methodist  Board  of  Education  to 
sever  its  ties  as  publisher.  The  magazine 
attempted  to  go  independent  but 
succumbed  after  publishing 
controversial  companion  issues  on  male 
and  female  homosexuality. 

Robert  Lee -Stuart,  a  faculty  member 
at  the  University  of  Redlands  in 
California,  recently  assessed  the  value  ol 
the  magazine  lor  the  board. 

"Did  the  church  finally  betray  its  own 
mission  by  refusing  to  publish  what  it  did 
not  like  to  see  or.  rather,  did  the  editors 
of  ‘motive’  betray  their  responsibility  to 
an  institution  that  had  nurtured  the 
magazine  for  almost  30  years  of 
publication7 "  Mr.  Stuart  asked  in  a 
study  paper 

While  persons  will  argue  hotly  on 
either  side  of  those  questions,  he 
concluded,  “the  history  of  ‘motive’  is 
finally  a  cause  for  celebration,  whatever 
its  future  may  be." 


church  camping  programs. 

•  "New  emphasis  on  training  for 
directors  and  counselors  is  emerging." 
He  said  it  is  new  for  the  UMC  to  have  a  lot 
going  on  in  training;  in  fact,  there  was 
little  other  way  to  go  but  up  since 
training  has  been  at  such  a  low  level. 

•  “Higher  quality  counselors  with  a 
‘seriousness’  not  available  even  three 
years  ago  —  even  among  college 
counselors  —  are  being  recruited."  He 
said  the  common  experience  of  campers 
a  couple  of  years  ago  coming  home  to 
report  “we  didn’t  even  have  a  prayer  at 
camp"  isn’t  likely  to  happen  any  more. 

•  “Local  church  initiative  in  outdoor 
ministries  is  growing.”  Dr.  Moody  noted 
the  increased  use  of  conference  camps 
by  local  churches. 

•  “Conferences  are  investing  in 
professional  leadership  and  not  just  in 
buildings  and  grounds.”  He  cited  four 
conferences  —  East  Ohio,  Troy.  Pacific 
Northwest  and  Eastern  Pennsylvania  — 
which  are  hiring  trained  staff  this  year 
for  the  first  time. 

•  "We’re  in  the  right  business  for  the 
future.”  He  said  the  church  is  trying  to 
do  more  than  fill  a  gap  as  leisure 
activities  increase:  the  church  is  trying 
to  help  members  make  personal  and 
corporate  selections  of  leisure  values 
"We’re  in  the  leisure  business;  let’s  take 
advantage  of  it.” 

•  "Ecumenical  interest  in  camping 
may  be  coming  to  life  again.”  The  first 
National  Council  of  Churches  session  on 
camping  is  scheduled  for  this  September 
after  a  long  period  of  quiet  on  this  front 
The  two-week  session  is  to  make 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SAN  JUAN  CAPISTRANO.  Calif.  - 
Charges  and  counter-charges  over  who  is 
to  blame  for  the  almost  totally 
segregated  situation  in  United  Methodist 
camping  flew  back  and  forth  here 
between  camping  leaders  late  last 
month* 

In  recent  years  an  increasing  number 
of  minority  camps  are  being  sponsored 
by  ethnic  and  racial  caucuses  or  local 
churches.  Others,  such  as  the  Latin 
American  Family  Camp,  the  largest 
camp  in  Southern  California  sponsored 
by  17  local  Hispanic  churches,  has  a  30- 
vear  history. 

"Segregation  is  by  design  of  the 
minorities."  charged  one  Southern 
California  leader.  “We  couldn’t  drag 
them  to  our  camps,  so  now  they’re 
running  their  own.”  But  most  leaders 
expressed  basic  frustration  with  their 
failure  to  make  camping  attractive  to 
minorities. 

Romeo  Del  Rosario,  a  Filipino 
community  developer  involved  in  an 
Asian-American  camp,  said  “four  years 
ago  we  went  to  the  regular  district  camps 
and  were  very  disappointed.  There  was 
no  program,  structure  or  discipline  and 
there  were  no  Asians  in  leadership  roles 
The  Asian-American  camp  offers  more 
opportunities  for  leadership  and  a  more 
structured  program.” 

‘Very  few  ethnic  and  racial  minority 
persons  are  saying  they  want  separate, 
segregated  camps."  countered  a  black 
leader,  Sam  Bell,  a  businessman  from 
1a)s  Angeles. 

He  said  he  took  an  informal  telephone 
survey  among  black  churches  before 
coming  to  participate  in  the  workshop  on 
minorities.  He  reported  two  problems: 
(1)  Minorities  frequently  feel  they  are 
being  put  on  exhibit  at  Anglo  dominated 
camps,  and  (2)  they  are  never  asked  to 
get  involved  in  camp  program  planning 
"from  the  ground  up." 

Mr  Bell  suggested  that  “the  best 
remedy  is  to  get  persons  you  intend  to 
minister  to  involved  in  initial  planning." 

William  Rollins.  Los  Angeles,  a 
workshop  leader,  said  beyond  the  almost 


projections  for  the  ’80s. 

•  "Church  camping  is  big  business  and 
getting  bigger."  He  noted  that  every 
annual  conference  has  from  one  to  14 
camps  valued  between  several  thousand 
and  more  than  $3  million  dollars. 
"Camping  is  the  largest  single  annual 
conference  program  usually." 

•  "Church  camping  has  a  bright  future 
as  long  as  it  continues  to  do  its 
theological  homework  and  is  a  life¬ 
changing  experience." 

Shirt-pocket’  survey  made 

An  informal  "shirt-pocket”  survey 
reported  by  the  evangelism  workshop 
leader,  Mel  West  of  Columbia.  Mo., 
indicated  that  about  50  percent  of  the 
persons  now  in  full-time  Christian 
vocations  got  their  motivation  at  a 
United  Methodist  camp. 

He  pointed  out  that  “some  camps  see 
themselves  as  doing  evangelism :  others 
don’t.”  Some  aim  at  "Christian 
commitment”  while  others  aim  at  “an 
experience  in  Christian  living  ” 

But  whether  backpacking,  work¬ 
camping  or  on  a  confirmation  camp, 
Mr  West  believes  camping  is  a  major 
evangelistic  tool  for  the  church.  "It 
can  so  effectively  offer  an  opportunity 
to  bring  Word  and  experience  together 
—  a  point  at  which  new  insights,  learn¬ 
ings.  conversions  can  occur 

Bill  Shick.  Bluffton.  Ohio,  said 
“Church  camping  lost  its  purpose  in 
ministry  during  the  ’60s;  it  became  a 
nice  place  to  send  kids  in  summer.  But 
we  are  beginning  to  get  the  ministry 
thrust  back  into  camping.  ” 


total  lack  of  ethnic  leadership  in  United 
Methodist  camping,  is  another  problem. 
That  is  with  how  "camping”  is  defined. 
Mr.  Rollins  called  for  the  camping 
association  to  throw  out  its  motto  — 
“Christian  education  in  the  outdoors"  — 
and  broaden  the  definition  of  what 
Christian  camping  is.  He  asked.  “Why  do 
you  only  think  of  camping  as  being 
outdoors  and  in  the  country?  As  going 
away  somewhere?  Why  can’t  it  be  in  the 
city?  Or  even  indoors  as  a  conference- 
type  camp?" 

"Camping  as  anything  else  is 
blasphemy  to  this  group  when  we  have 
camp  sites  to  fill."  responded  Neil 
Alexander,  a  manager  from  New  Jersey. 

Representatives  from  all  the  ethnic 
groups  emphasized  that  camping  is  seen 
as  a  valuable  tool  for  developing  church 
leadership  —  a  crucial  need  in  all  of  the 
denomination’s  minority  local  churches 

Don  Key,  a  Korean  camp  leader  in 
Southern  California,  said  that  their 
Junior  and  Senior  High  camps  have  the 
double  purpose  of  helping  youth  with 
language  problems  and  of  building 
leadership.  He  said  “when  language  is  no 
longer  a  barrier,  we  hope  to  have 
integrated  camps.” 

At  least  two  conferences  have 
developed  models  they  are  finding 
somewhat  satisfactory  in  involving 
ethnic  and  racial  minorities.  The  Detroit 
conference  has  hired  a  black  staff  person 
to  work  directly  with  black  local 
churches,  meeting  with  parents  and 
children  to  prepare  them  for  camp  and  to 
answer  questions. 

A  50-50  balance  between  white  and 
black  campers  is  sought  and  minority 
campers  are  not  channeled  to  camps 
where  there  will  be  only  a  "couple  of 
other  minority  persons. " 

The  Southern  New  Jersey  Conference 
campsites  are  offering  an  “Outward 
Bound"  type  of  experience  for  urban 
children  grades  4-6.  Mr.  Alexander  said. 
"We  are  not  trying  to  turn  them  into 
suburban  campers,  but  to  offer  a  life 
style  based  on  cooperation  as  an  alterna¬ 
tive  to  the  fierce  competitiveness  most 
of  them  grow  up  with." 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SAN  JUAN  CAPISTRANO.  Calif.  - 
The  fastest-growing  section  of  church 
camping  is  also  the  most  controversial. 
The  demand  for  /‘off-site  camps"  is 
growing  faster  than  most  conferences 
can  keep  up  with,  but  the  question  still 
most  frequently  asked  is.  "How  is  this 
Christian  education?" 

“Off-site”  camping  includes  an  array 
of  outdoor  experiences  ranging  from 
backpacking  to  sailing,  from  mountain¬ 
eering  to  cross-country  skiing 

Experienced  "off-site”  leaders.  Bob 
and  Brenda  Cagle,  director-managers  of 
the  Suttle  Lake  Camp.  Sisters,  Oregon, 
firmly  believe  camping  trips  can  offer 
intense  experiences  in  Christian  living. 
But.  they  say,  counselors  are  key  to  what 
happens  —  or  doesn’t  happen. 

“Church  camp  is  a  vehicle  for  life 
encounters  —  a  microcosm  we  can  relate 
to  most  of  our  experiences  back  home 
The  main  difference  between  Christian 
camping  and  other  secular  experiences 
is  the  ‘processing’  of  the  experience  or,  in 
other  words,  helping  the  group  see  what 
is  happening  in  Christian  terms,”  said 
Mr  Cagle. 

"Grace,  forgiveness,  reconciliation, 
joy.  love,  pain  and  conflict  are  readily 
axailable  in  any  camp  situation  where 
people  have  to  live  and  work  together 
closely  for  a  period  of  time.”  Mrs.  Cagle 
added.  The  key  is  the  counselor. 

Mr.  Cagle  warned  that  the 
“adventure”  aspect  of  off-site  camping 

Decision  waits 
in  homes  hearing 

SAN  DIEGO  (UMC)  —  A  California 
state  court  judge  heard  oral  arguments 
here  March  10  on  a  bid  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  dismissed  as  a 
denomination  from  a  $266  million  suit 
growing  out  of  the  Pacific  Homes 
bankruptcy,  but  gave  no  indication  as  to 
when  he  would  hand  down  a  ruling.  (See 
TM/UMR  March  10.) 

In  a  new  development  in  the  case, 
announced  during  the  almost  four  hours 
of  arguments,  a  Los  Angeles  law  firm 
representing  a  seven-member 
committee  elected  by  a  majority  of 
residents  in  the  homes  is  preparing  to 
either  file  another  suit  against  the 
denomination  or  ask  to  be  a  party  to  the 
pending  action.  Such  a  move  would  put 
“more  pressure  on  the  church." 
according  to  a  lawyer  in  the  firm. 

The  $266  million  action  seeks  to 
recover  moneys  paid  for  life  care 
contracts  written  by  the  Pacific  Homes 
corporation,  plus  damages. 


can  take  over  the  camp’s  purpose  if  the 
trip  is  planned  with  adventure  in  mind 
instead  of  a  Christian  purpose. 

He  advised  leaders  to  start  their 
planning  with  the  Bible  and  determine 
first  that  camp’s  purpose.  Ask:  What  do 
we  go  to  the  mountains  for  —  to  see  the 
mountains  or  to  get  a  better  view  of  the 
valley,  a  better  perspective  on  how  to 
live? 

The  off-site  location  should  be  selected 
on  the  basis  of  the  purpose  and  not  the 
other  way  around.  Careful  planning  for 
the  details  of  the  trip  need  to  be  made  but 
even  more  important  is  the  recruitment 
and  training  of  counselors,  he  said. 
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Meeds  being  met 
Physical . . .  Mental . . .  Spiritual 
In  hospitals,  schools,  churches 


Ministries  of  love 
In  the  U.S.  and  90  other  nations 
To  children,  youth  and  adults 

You  and  your  church  play  a  part 
in  vital  Christian  outreach 
For  more  information 
on  World  Service  write: 
United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  1L  60201 


Controversial  magazine 
may  ‘rise  again  from  ashes’ 


Leaders  debate  blame 
in  segregated  camping 


PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARI  II  17.  I»7X 


& Sx  ”  $  SI 


F arm  issues  neglected? 

Farmers  ask  why  UMC  silent  on  agricultural  needs 


United  Methodist  bishop  aids  black  rule  in  Khodesia 


SALISBURY.  Rhodesia  —  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa  (second  from  left)  joins  other  Rhodesian  leaders  in 
a  smile  after  announcing  they  had  reached  an  agreement  last 
month  to  bring  black  rule  to  Rhodesia.  From  left:  Eliott 
Gabollan.  vice  president  of  the  African  National  Council: 
Bishop  Muzorewa.  president  of  the  United  African  National 

For  Rhodesian  settlement 


Council:  tribal  chief  Jeremiah  Chirau  and  Rhodesian  Prime 
Minister  Ian  Smith. 

A  guerrilla  organization  headed  by  Joshua  Nkomo  and 
Robert  Mugabe  has  called  the  agreement  a  betrayal  of  the 
blacks  who  have  vowed  to  continue  their  fight  against  any 
government  formed  with  Mr.  Smith.  religious  news  service 


Bishop  seeks  U.S.  backing 


WASHINGTON  (UMC) -“We  have 
successfully  negotiated  for  a  settlement 
leading  to  independence  (in  Rhodesia) 
and  we  have  arranged  the  effective 
mechanisms  for  transfer  of  power.” 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  asserted  March  7  in  an 
informal  news  conference  upon  his 
arrival  at  Dulles  International  Airport 
from  London. 

The  bishop  is  in  the  U.S.  to  try  and 
persuade  U.S.  and  U.N.  delegates  to 
support  the  agreement  signed  March  3 
leading  to  black  ma  jority  rule  by  Dec.  31. 
1978. 

“I  believe  we  have  done  what  the  U.S. 
believes  in— democratic  transfer  of 
power.”  the  bishop  said.  “I  don't  know 
why  it  should  be  rough  to  persuade  the 
U.S..  as  a  democratic  people”  to  accept 
the  plan. 

The  agreement  between  the  bishop, 
two  other  black  leaders  and  Smith, 
known  as  an  internal  settlement,  has 
been  criticized  by  some  observers 

Church  waits , 
prays  over 
coal  strike 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
MADISON  COUNTY.  W.  Va.-“We're 
sitting  on  a  powder  keg.  If  the  spark 
comes,  the  church  must  be  in  a  position 
where  it  can  help  put  it  out.” 

■  As  the  nation  waited  for  the  response  of 
striking  miners  to  federal  orders  that 
they  return  to  work  for  a  90-day  “cooling 
off  period.”  that  was  the  response  of 
United  Methodist  leaders  in  this  coal¬ 
mining  area  and  other  similar  areas  in 
several  states. 

“The  important  thing  now  is  that  our 
pastors  remain  in  a  position  where  they 
:  can  serve  as  reconcilers  in  the 
communities.”  said  the  Rev.  F.  Rossing 
Smith,  director  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  of  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference.  “Our  churches  in  the  coal 
fields  are  made  up  of  both  miners  and 
operators.  They  also  are  made  up  of 
miners  who  beiieve  the  workers  should 
return  to  the  mines  and  those  who  believe 
thev  shouldn’t.  It’s  a  very  volatile 
situation.  Our  pastors  must  walk  a  very 
fine  line  if  they  are  to  remain 
reconcilers.” 

Dr.  Smith  said  that  church  relief 
efforts  in  the  mine  fields  have  been  small 
so  far.  since  “strike  pay  and 
foodstamps”  have  met  most  of  the 
miner’s  physicals  needs.  He  pointed  out. 
however,  that  if  miners  refuse  to  return 
to  work— as  ordered  by  the  Taft-Hartlev 
Act— food  stamps  will  likely  be  shut  off 
and  a  church  relief  effort  may  have  to  be 
organized. 

“Right  now  we’re  encouraging  local 

•  pastors  to  make  what  preparations  they 
can.  but  mostly  we’re  waiting  to  see  what 

-  is  going  to  happen.”  Dr.  Smith  said 
•  And  while  we’re  waiting,  we’re  doing  a 

•  lot  of  praying.” 

Meanwhile.  >in  interdenominational 
Commission  on  Religion  in  Appalachia 
(CORA)  has  called  a  meeting  of 
"concerned  clergymen”  March  23  to  deal 
with  problems  arising  out  of  the  coal 
strike  in  the  13-state  area 

International 
volunteers  linked 

”  LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C. 

(UMC)— Young  Methodists  in  the  62 
'  member  churches  of  the  World 
’  Methodist  Council  (WMC)  will  have  the 
opportunity  under  a  program  announced 
March  1  to  spend  eight  months  in 
volunteer  community  service  in  another 
country 

The  WMC  headquarters  here  will  serve 
as  the  connecting  link  between  a 
volunteer  in  one  country  and  a  local 
church  in  another  wanting  to  provide  the 
setting  for  such  service.  The  exchange 
normally  will  run  from  September 
through  April,  but  can  be  varied  by 
mutual  agreement 

Additional  details  on  the  program  can 

■  bo  obtained  from  WMC  headquarters 
P.  O  Box  518.  Lake  Junaluska.  N.C 
28745 


because  it  did  not  include  the  Patriotic 
Front,  the  outside  forces  fighting  for 
majority  rule,  led  by  Joshua  Nkomo  and 
Robert  Mugabe. 

“There  has  never  been  a  time  when  we 
said  we  did  not  want  them.”  Bishop 
Muzorewa  said,  adding  they  are  still 
invited  to  participate. 

Explaining  the  reason  for  the  internal 
settlement  specifying  28  Parliament 
seats  for  whites.  Bishop  Muzorewa  said 
on  the  PBS  McNeill-Lehrer  Report  on 
March  7  that  the  three  black  leaders 
"don’t  participate  in  apartheid”  and 


"are  thinking  of  the  whites  who  were 
born  and  bred  in  Rhodesia,  whom  we 
want  to  stay  here  and  help  us  work 
together.”  The  agreement,  he  said, 
“gives  assurance  that  we  are  not  going  to 
cut  their  heads  off.” 

Bishop  Muzorewa  expressed  greetings 
to  U.S.  Methodists  and  “appreciation  for 
their  support.  We  need  their  prayers  and 
moral  support.  We  are  thankful  for  the 
brothers  and  sisters  who  have  come  to 
work  with  us.  expeciallv  those  who  stay 
with  us  in  this  time  of  turmoil.”  he  said. 


Presbyterian  storm  brews 
oyer  6gay’  ordination  issue 


WASHINGTON.  D  C.  (RNS)  -  Full- 
scale  opposition  to  a  proposal  that  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  drop  its 
barriers  against  ordaining  known, 
practicing  homosexuals  to  the  ministry 
surfaced  here  at  National  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Dr.  Louis  H.  Evans,  senior  minister  of 
the  church,  said  the  issue  now  before  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  2.6  million- 
member  denomination  is  “of  utmost 
importance  to  both  the  purity  and  the 
peace  of  our  church  ...  we  cannot  sweep 
(this)  consideration  under  the  carpet  and 
(it)  will  not  just  go  away.  We  must  deal 
with  (it)  as  honestly  and  openly  as  we 
can.” 

Major  schism  feared 

He  said  he  and  some  other 
Presbyterian  leaders  are  fearful  the 
issue  will  cause  a  major  schism  in  the 
denomination  and  affect  its  relationship 
with  other  denominations  if  the  motion  to 
approve  ordination  for  homosexuals  is 
approved  this  spring. 

Without  mentioning  Anita  Bryant  by 
name.  Dr.  Evans  defended  her  and 
others  for  their  stand,  which  he  said  was 
based  on  the  historical  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  church. 

The  proposal  by  a  task  force 
commissioned  by  the  1976  General 
Assembly  of  the  denomination  to  study 
the  question  and  bring  its 
recommendations  to  the  general 
assembly  meeting  in  May  in  San  Diego, 
has  thrown  the  denomination  into  an 
uproar. 

In  addition,  such  denominations  as  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  the  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.  (Southern)  and  United  Methodist 
Church  are  watching  the  United 
Presbyterian  action  closely.  Each  has 
had  the  question  of  homosexuality 
prominent  on  its  agenda,  but  none  yet 
has  gone  as  far  as  the  United 
Presbyterian  task  force  in  actually 
recommending  ordination  for 
homosexuals. 

Blame-shifting  charged 

Dr.  Evans  chided  members  of  the 
“gay”  community  and  those  who  issued 
the  majority  report  of  the  Presbyterian 
task  force  for  attempting  to  shift  the 
blame  for  the  “pain”  of  the  “gay” 
community  on  the  church  and  society  at 
large. 

“Throughout  the  papers,  the  ‘gay’ 
community  puts  the  blame  for  pain  upon 
the  church  and  the  society,  claiming  that 
the  church  has  followed  the  society’s 
view  of  the  homosexual  —  and. 
deviously,  the  church  and  the  society  are 
the  ‘bad  guys’  in  the  scenario. 

"Irrespective  of  the  society,  the  church 
stands  on  its  own  two  feet  in  resisting 
homosexuality,  an  historical  stance 
taken  from  the  scriptures.  If  all  the 
ecclesiastical  and  social  oppression  were 
taken  away.  I  am  convinced  there  would 
still  be  pain,  and  a  great  deal  of  it.  in  the 
homosexual  person  and  community.” 
Dr  Evans  said 

He  criticized  the  majority  report 
(announced  on  Jan.  23)  for  allegedly  not 
dealing  with  passages  which  he  said, 
portray  the  practice  of  homosexuality  as 
sin  Dr  Evans  said  that  “biblically, 
historically  and  psychologically  I 
honestly  can  find  no  sufficient  evidence 
that  would  lead  me  to  turn  away  from  the 
conviction  that  homosexuality  is  outside 
of  God’s  created  order,  a  manifestation 
of  alienation  from  a  segment  of  God’s 
creation.” 


To  normalize  a  difficult  situation  in  the 
lives  of  many,  he  said,  would  be  wrong 
for  the  church  to  do.  Normalizing  what  is 
part  of  an  individual’s  character  because 
of  his  background  or  own  willingness  to 
pursue  such  activities,  is  to  betray  the 
power  of  God  to  transform  the  individual, 
he  said. 

The  Presbyterian  task  force  was 
divided  14  to  5  in  presenting  the  majority 
view  that  homosexuals  should  not  be 
denied  ordination.  The  key  passage  in  the 
controversial  report  specifies  that  “no 
phrasing  within  the  constitution  (of  the 
Presbyterian  Church)  shall  be  construed 
to  exclude"  the  homosexual  from 
ordination  providing  all  other 
qualifications  are  met. 

Specifically,  it  would  allow  the 
presbyteries,  or  local  ruling  bodies, 
which  determine  who  shall  be  ordained, 
to  ordain  a  known,  practicing 
homosexual  if  they  so  choose.  Although 
there  now  are  acknowledged 
homosexuals  in  the  Presbyterian 
ministry,  they  were  not  known  to  be 
practicing  homosexuals  when  they  were 
ordained. 

Bishops  deplore 
violence  over 
abortion  issue 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  —  Five  United 
Methodist  bishops  have  joined  21  other 
religious  leaders  in  a  call  for  an  end  to 
violence  over  the  issue  of  abortion. 

The  call  was  made  in  response  to 
numerous  violent  acts  during  the  past 
year,  including  bombings,  firebombings. 
and  arson  directed  at  family  planning 
clinics,  and  death  threats  against  clinic 
staff  and  their  children.  The  statement, 
signed  by  Protestant  and  Jewish  leaders, 
including  Bishops  James  Ault. 
Philadelphia  Area.  James  Armstrong, 
Dakotas  Area:  Wilbur  Choy.  Seattle 
Area  :  D.  Frederick  Wertz.  West  Virginia 
Area:  and  Joseph  Yeakel.  New  York 
West  Area,  reads: 

“In  recent  months  it  has  become 
evident  that  there  have  been  an 
increasing  number  of  violent  and 
unlawful  incidents  associated  with  the 
continuing  controversy  over  the  issue  of 
abortion  rights.  As  religious  leaders  who 
are  dedicated  to  the  principles  of  peace 
and  harmony  among  all  people,  we 
deplore  the  use  of  fear,  intimidation  and 
harrassment  to  influence  public  policy  on 
serious  social  questions. 

“Our  Judeo-Christian  heritage  teaches 
us  to  resolve  conflicts  by  non-violent 
means,  with  love  and  respect  for  each 
other.  The  democratic  traditions  of  this 
country  were  founded  in  temperate  and 
thoughtful  debate.  Adherence  to  these 
principles  has  made  this  country  and  its 
people  unique  —  a  nation  which  governs 
by  the  will  of  the  majority,  while 
extending  tolerance,  compassion, 
understanding  and  opportunity  to  the 
minority. 

“We  therefore  call  upon  all  our 
religious  followers  —  and  all  Americans 
to  refrain  from  violence  and 
unlawfulness  of  any  form.  We  also  ask 
them  to  commit  themselves  to  promote  a 
climate  of  peace  and  harmony  among  all 
people  in  their  communities.  Let  our 
differences  be  settled  by  debate;  our 
disagreements  be  fought  with  words.  Let 
us  work  together  to  create  an 
atmosphere  in  which  the  problems  of  our 
society  can  be  solved  by  reason,  respect 
and  concern  for  all  people.” 


By  SH  ARON  MI  ELK E 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Spring  means  planting  time  for  the 
nation’s  farmers  —  many  of  whom  are 
United  Methodists  —  but  some  are 
asking  why  the  church,  which  has  spoken 
out  on  so  many  moral  and  social  issues 
on  the  side  of  justice,  has  been  so  quiet  on 
today’s  farm  issues. 

Others  say  they  know  some  of  the 
reasons  and  are  calling  for  the 
church  to  exert  more  leadership  in 
raising  the  consciousness  of  members  to 
the  issues  and  alternatives. 

United  Methodist  farmers  contacted 
by  TM/UMR  believe  their  problems  are 
not  a  priority  because: 

•  A  largely  urbanized  population  takes 
food  for  granted.  One  called  it  the  “Why 
do  we  need  farmers  when  we  have 
supermarkets?”  mindset. 

•  The  urgencies  of  urban  problems 
make  it  easy  to  neglect  agricultural 
realities. 

Louise  Kimbell.  a  Colorado  UM  in  the 
American  Agriculture  movement,  said 
“American  United  Methodists  should  see 
the  problems  of  agriculture  as  not  only  a 
social  issue  but  also  a  moral  issue.  It  is 
an  injustice  to  expect  four  percent  of  the 
U.S.  population  to  provide  food  for  all  of 
America  and  much  of  the  world  out  of  its 
own  pocket.” 

Church  officials,  on  the  other  hand, 
say: 

•  The  General  Conference  statement 
on  farm  issues  comprehensively  outlines 
a  strong  church  position  : 

•  Efforts  in  the  areas  of  food  policy, 
food  stamps,  energy  legislation,  grain 
reserves  and  international  development 
assistance  directly  affect  farmers; 

•  Farmers  are  still  highly  fragmented 
on  most  issues. 

Town  and  country  group  acts 

Except  for  the  leadership  group  of  the 
United  Methodist  national  Network  of 
Town  and  Country  Ministries.  TM/UMR 
has  not  found  any  other  general  church 
agency  urging  that  farm  issues  be  given 
priority  attention  at  all  levels  of  the 
denomination. 

Meeting  at  Mandan,  N.D.  last 
December,  the  town  and  country 
network  called  on  church  members  "to 
support  the  farmers  of  this  nation  as  they 
seek  to  establish  a  fair  and  equitable 
pricing  structure  for  food  and  other 
agricultural  products  to  the  end  that 
those  who  invest  their  money,  their 
efforts,  their  families  and  their  lives  in 
food  production  may  be  assured 
reasonable  economic  stability  and 
security  in  the  industry  of  which  they  are 
a  part  and  which  is  so  necessary  to  the 
well  being  of  all  persons.” 

At  the  same  time,  however,  a  number 
of  annual  conferences  have  held 
consultations  between  producers  and 
consumers  this  winter  modelled  after  the 


national  grainbelt  consultation  in  1976. 
and  several  rural  life  committees  are 
actively  planning  to  follow  up  on  the 
network’s  suggestion  “to  raise 
consciousness  of  church  members  about 
the  magnitude  of  this  issue.”  and  to  be  in 
touch  with  leaders  of  the  American 
Agriculture  movement. 

Two  conference  leaders,  the  Rev.  Ted 
Colescott.  Ada.  Minn.,  and  the  Rev.  Ed 
Manherz.  Canev.  Kan.,  believe  in 
initiative  at  the  local  and  conference 
level  but  they  said  they  would  like  for 
national  agencies  "to  at  least  recognize 
there  is  a  problem.” 

Agencies  respond 

TM/UMR  checked  with  agencies 
which  might  be  expected  to  be  actively 
interested  in  food  and  farm  issues  and 
discovered: 

•  The  12-member  Taskforce  on  Farm 
Issues,  authorized  by  the  Women's 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  April.  1977.  has  not  yet  held 
a  meeting; 

•  Interreligious  Taskforce  on  U.S. 
Food  Policy  has  worked  on  several 
aspects  of  the  latest  farm  bill  and  may  be 
involved  with  a  new  omnibus  farm  bill, 
but  expect  legislation  will  not  be  ready 
for  three  or  four  years.  Current  activity 
is  focused  on  the  16-acre  limitation  issue 
and  irrigation  rights. 

•  Bread  for  the  World  executive  Art 
Simon:  “We  see  ourselves  supporting 
farmers  and  hope  to  look  at  the  family 
farm  situation  much  more  closely  over 
the  next  couple  of  years  but  we  are  not 
ready  to  jump  in  now.  We  have  urged  the 
President  to  offer  additional 
inducements  to  farmers  to  stock  grain 
reserves.” 

•  Coordinating  Council  for  Hunger 
Concerns.  National  Council  of  Churches: 
“We  are  not  doing  anything  directly  on 
farm  issues  at  the  moment.” 

•  UMC  Board  of  Church  and  Society: 
Dr.  Luther  Tyson  said  the  agency 
believes  the  statement  adopted  by  the 
1976  General  Conference  precludes  the 
need  for  any  further  statements.  A 
special  issue  of  “engage/social  action.” 
a  magazine  published  by  the  board, 
slated  for  fall  1978  publication  will  devote 
32  pages  to  family  farm  issues  geared  to 
“consciousness  raising.” 

Dr.  Tyson  said  agriculture  issues  are 
the  “most  complicated”  he  has  ever 
dealt  with  “interfacing  with  every  aspect 
of  the  economy.”  Also,  they  are  inter¬ 
related  to  hunger,  energy,  grain  reserves, 
food  stamps,  price  supports,  and  inter¬ 
national  development  assistance  policy 
—  issues  to  which  staff  members  have 
testified  in  Congress. 

He  said  the  board  has  not  had  any 
contact  with  the  American  Agriculture 
movement  because  it  believes  “it 
represents  a  very  small  percentage  of 
the  farmers  and  because  United 


Methodist  farmers  are  divided  on  the 
effectiveness  of  the  movement’s  strike.” 

Dr.  Tyson  said  the  board  is  supporting 
the  second  national  grainbelt 
consultation  this  Nov.  20-Dec.  2. 

Dakota  Area  speaks  out 
Church  leaders  in  several  major 
farming  areas,  however,  have  spoken 
out.  Bishop  James  Armstrong  and  the  six 
district  superintendents  in  North  and 
South  Dakota  issued  a  statement  last 
December  saying  they  “without  equi¬ 
vocation.  identify  with  the  plight  of 
the  American  farmer.”  The  statement 
went  on  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
"unity  being  demonstrated  by  farmers 
today  will  force  government  officials, 
middle  men  and  consumers  alike  to 
reconsider  the  needs  of  agricultural 
America  so  that  our  food-producing 
system  can  continue  to  inspire  and  feed  a 
needful  human  family.” 

In  February.  Bishop  Armstrong  told 
TM/UMR.  "Nothing  seems  to  have  been 
more  reassuring  or  helped  the  morale  of 
the  UMC  in  the  Dakotas  than  that 
statement  alerting  the  public  to  the  farm 
problem."  He  added.  “Sometimes  we 
forget  that  in  the  Midwest,  .the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  the  farmer.” 

A  justice  issue 

He  termed  the  farm  issue  “a  justice 
issue  on  our  own  door  step.  If  we 
psychologically  abandon  the 
countryside,  we  have  forgotten  our 
frontier,  our  origins  and  the  basic  source 
of  our  strength.” 

One  of  the  reasons  for  the  neglect  of  the 
farm  problem,  he  said,  is  that  “the  U.S. 
is  so  urbanized,  it  is  easy  to  neglect  the 
agricultural  reality.” 

Bishop  Armstrong  said  “perhaps  we 
have  not  taken  the  issue  to  the  (UM) 
boards  and  agencies  and  legitimately 
challenged  them.” 

Call  for  debate 

Both  UM  conferences  in  Kansas  have 
groups  working  on  resolutions  for  debate 
at  annual  sessions  in  May  and  June.  The 
Kansas  East  Rural  Life  Committee  has 
written  a  resolution  calling  for  the 
conference  to  issue  a  statement  of 
support  that  farmers  receive  “enough 
money  not  only  to  make  expenses  but 
also  a  reasonable  profit.” 

Wesley  Woulfkkuhle,  a  Lecompton 
beef  farmer  and  Kansas  East  conference 
lay  leader,  told  TM/UMR  he  didn’t  think 
the  church  should  be  “over-involved”  but 
that  it  has  the  obligation  to  be  in  the 
forefront  of  the  consciousness  of  people. 
He  said  that  would  mean  trying  to  help 
people  understand  the  issues  and  some 
alternatives.  Farm  issues  are  complex; 
they  involve  energy,  labor,  inflation  fac¬ 
tors.  “I  think  we  should  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  preservation  of  a  healthy 
farm  sector.  You  can’t  teach  somebody 
to  farm  overnight,”  he  said. 


VCS  Leader! 

A  reminder  to  order  your 
VCS  Kits  for  1978! 


United  Methodist/Christian 
Studies  Series  provide  an 
early  look  at  the  resources, 
let  you  plan  more  carefully, 
save  you  money,  and  give 
you  a  complete  preview  of 
the  materials  available. 

Pictured  is  Kit  #2  with  all  of  Its 
resources  for  VCS. 


VCS  KIT  #1 
SAVE  3.75 
Kit  value  37.00 

NOW  33.25 

Includes  the  teacher's  guidebook,  a 
pupil’s  book  and  the  class  packet  for 
each  age  group — Nursery  through 
Older  Elementary  (a  total  of  15  basic 
resources).  Also  includes  the  Early 
Teen  text  (combination  teacher's  and 
pupil's  book)  Responsible  Before 
God  Supplies  in  Kit  #1:  Cata¬ 
log — Cokesbury  '  Resources  for 
Summertime  Ministry.'  •  VCS  Post¬ 
er  •  VCS  Invitation  Postcard  •  VCS 
Certificate  of  Recognition  •  VCS  But¬ 
ton  •  VCS  Order  Blank  and  packing 
slip. 

Order  No.  1163 


VCS  KIT  #  2 
SAVE  8.20 

Kit  value  80.15 

NOW  71.95 

Contains  all  the  materials  included  in 
Kit  #1  plus  the  1978  PREFERRED 
VCS  AUDIO-VISUALS. 

Nursery.  Sing  and  See.  Volume 
2 — Records  and  illustrated  song- 

books . 7.75 

Kindergarten:  Puppets  from 
Junk— Record  and  ten  posters..  7.75 

Younger  Elementary:  Bible 
Stories  — Hear  Them,  Play 
Them— Record  and  five  pictures 
. 9.95 


Middle  Elementary  The  People  of 
Israel— Five  simulation  experiences 
. 9.95 

Older  Elementary:  Paul's  Friends  at 
Philippi — Color,  sound  filmstrip  with 

activity  cards,  and  scroll . 7.75 

Order  No.  1174 

VCS  KIT  #3 
SAVE  4.30 

Kit  value  43.15 

NOW  38.85 

This  kit  contains  the  five  1978  PRE¬ 
FERRED  VCS  AUDIO-VISUALS  list¬ 
ed  in  Kit  #2. 

Order  No.  1185 


Cokesburtf, 


Please  send  me  the  following:  UMR-3-1 7-8 

_ No.  1163  VCS  Klt(s)  #1  @ . 33.25 

_ No.  1174  VCS  Klt(e)  #2  @ . 71.85 

_ No.  1185  VCS  Klt(s)  #3  @ . 38.85 
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Speakers  clash  over 
humanity’s  prospects 


LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  —  Does 
Christian  faith  produce  a  hopeful  or 
despairing  outlook  on  the  state  of  human 
affairs? 

That  question  was  behind  a  lively 
debate  triggered  at  the  North  American 
Congress  of  the  Laity  by  Malcolm 
Muggeridge.  British  social  critic. 

Mr.  Muggeridge.  who  said  he  thinks 
Western  civilization  is  decayed  to  the 
point  of  no  return,  is  quite  pessimistic 
about  the  ability  of  politics  or  other 
forms  of  social  organization  to  do  much 
good.  He  would  have  Christians  put  more 
time  on  discovering  “the  wonder  of  God’s 
love  flooding  the  universe.  ” 

The  witty  Englishman,  who  turned  to 
Jesus  in  recent  years,  was  one  of  the 
major  speakers  who  addressed  the  800 
persons  at  the  Congress  of  the  Laity. 

Tendency 
for  6 white 
flight’  seen 

MIAMI  (RNS)  —  More  than  half  of  the 
white  Anglo  Methodists  in  Dade  County 
would  leave  the  county  if  they  were  given 
the  chance,  according  to  a  survey  of  the 
Miami  District  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

District  Superintendent  Pat  W. 
McBride  Jr.,  said  that  planning  for  the 
denomination  in  the  area  may  be 
affected  by  the  fact  that  the  most  anxious 
to  leave  are  white  Anglo  Methodists  in 
the  18-29  age  bracket. 

Sixty-two  percent  of  these  say  they 
would  leave  Dade  County  and  22  percent 
say  they  would  like  to  leave  the  state. 

These  are  some  of  the  results  of  a 
survey  of  2.900  members  of  the  67  UM 
congregations  in  Dade  and  Monroe 
Counties  in  Florida. 

The  survey  also  reveals  that  79  percent 
of  black  Methodists  —  who  make  up  6 
percent  of  the  UMC  here  —  and  52 
percent  of  the  Latins,  who  make  up  10 
percent  of  the  church  —  have  no  desire  to 
move. 

Mr.  McBride  said  “nervousness  over 
the  growth  of  the  Hispanic  population” 
might  account  for  the  attitude  among 
white  Anglos.  He  also  cited  the  cost  of 
living,  notably  housing  costs,  and  fear  of 
crime  as  possible  factors. 

Mr.  McBride  said  the  survey  revealed 
that  youths  are  four  times  more 
interested  in  foreign  missions  than  their 
elders.  They  also  have  a  much  higher 
rate  of  optimism  over  future  prospects 
for  the  church  and  have  twice  the  desire 
to  participate  ip  conducting  services  and 
other  church  activities  than  any  other 
age  group. 


His  general  outlook  was  challenged  by 
Dr.  Peter  Berger,  the  Rutgers  University 
sociologist  and  theologian,  and  Michael 
Novak,  the  Roman  Catholic  lay 
theologian,  in  a  scheduled  discussion 
following  the  Muggeridge  speech.  The 
Americans  were  much  more  hopeful 
about  the  human  enterprise. 

Dr.  Berger,  who  is  a  Lutheran,  feared 
that  Mr.  Muggeridge  had  obscured  the 
issue  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian  in 
the  world.  Both  he  and  Mr.  Novak,  now 
teaching  at  Syracuse  University,  took 
exception  to  the  Britisher’s  portrait  of 
theU.S. 

Mr.  Muggeridge’s  topic  was  “Human 
and  Divine  Rights."  Most  of  his  address 
was  devoted  to  humorous  descriptions  of 
the  failures  of  Soviet  socialism  and 
American  free  enterprise  to  arrive  at 
anything  resembling  "freedom.” 
American  servitude,  he  said,  is  to  “food, 
drugs,  beauty,  gas  —  the  four  pillars  of 
the  American  way  of  life.” 

Real  freedom,  according  to  Mr. 
Muggeridge.  has  no  reference  to  earthly 
laws  but  is  found  in  knowing  oneself  as 
“belonging  to  God’s  creation  and  so 
participating  in  His  purposes.” 

Dr.  Berger  replied  that  all  human 
reality  is  “shabby”  in  comparison  to  the 
freedom  promised  by  the  Christian 
gospel,  but  he  was  distressed  that  Mr. 
Muggeridge  seemed  to  be  saying  nothing 
else  has  significance. 

“It  is  not  hopeful  to  suggest  that  it 
doesn’t  matter  what  happens  to  the  U.S. 
and  the  U.S.S.R..”  he  said.  "It  really 
does  matter.” 

The  sociologist  also  found  Mr. 
Muggeridge’s  portrayal  of  America 
somewhat  overdrawn.  “There  are 
enormous  resources  of  decency  and 
goodwill  in  this  country.”  he  declared. 

Mr.  Novak  argued  that  Mr. 
Muggeridge’s  obituary  for  Western 
civilization  may  be  premature.  “Western 
civilization  has  died  before,  and  was  born 
again.”  he  said. 

Mr.  Muggeridge  thought  that  a 
civilization  might  get  a  "second  wind” 
but  he  held  out  little  chance  of  the  West 
being  “reborn.”  He  did.  however,  back 
up  a  little  and  agree  with  Dr.  Berger  that 
what  goes  on  in  the  world  does  matter  to 
Christians.  Christ,  he  said,  can  be  found 
in  a  "disturbing  disguise.” 

Dr.  Berger,  who  was  obviously  quite 
distraught  at  the  social  implications  of 
the  Muggeridge  theology,  said  it  is 
essential  for  Christians  to  draw 
connections  between  political  and  private 
things.  “Any  act  to  produce  more  justice 
is  risky,”  he  stated,  “but  there  are 
moments  when  human  justice  points  to 
God’s  justice.  We  had  such  a  moment 
when  we  were  goaded  by  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King.  The  same  can  be  said  of 
personal  life:  Tainted  human  acts  can 
point  to  God’s  love.” 


Retiree  recreates  past 
in  miniature  churches 

WITHROW,  Minn.  —  Miniature  churches,  more  than  1,200  of  them  equipped 
with  six  pews,  pulpit,  hanging  cross,  stained  glass  windows  of  colored  picture 
post  cards  and  interior  electric  light  have  been  created  and  sold  by  United 
Methodist  Elmer  Frazier  here. 

The  89-year-old  retired  lumber  yard  worker  started  making  the  miniatures 
J  “reminiscent  of  earlier  times”  in  1960.  The  12  inch  high  by  12  inch  long  churches 
•  sell  for  $15. 

Mr.  Frazier  and  his  wife  celebrated  their  70th  wedding  anniversary  recently 
and  they  belong  to  nearby  Stillwater  United  Methodist  Church.  Shown  at  work  in 
\  his  basement  (photo  below),  he  believes  his  shop  activity  not  only  keeps  his  mind 
and  heart  alive  but  also  his  body  trim. 


Film  hits  increasing  teenage  drinking 


EVANSTON — Two  12-year-olds  bargain  with  a  wino  to  buy  them  liquor  in  a  scene 
from  a  film  on  the  increasing  problem  of  teenage  drinking  just  released  by  Signal 
Press  here.  Mrs.  Herman  Stanley,  president  of  the  National  Woman’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  says  the  16nim  21-minute  color  film.  “Short  Distance  Runner." 
pinpoints  four  major  teenage  problems:  availability,  parents’  drinking  behavior, 
rejection  of  friends  and  the  lost  opportunity  to  achieve.  sk.nai.  pkkss  piioto 

New  ni  in  istry  of  m  usic 


World  council  sets 
local  renewal  effort 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Church  renewal 
has  been  a  topic  of  concern  to 
congregations  and  denominations  alike 
in  recent  years.  Now  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  <  WCC)  is  becoming  involved  in 
the  area  in  an  unusual  effort  directed  at 
local  churches  rather  than  national 
bodies 

The  Rev.  David  Gill,  the  director  of  the 
new  Sub-Unit  on  Renewal  and 
Congregational  Life,  said  in  an  interview 
here  that  one  major  activity  of  the  WCC 
enterprise  is  ’’helping  congregations  to 
ask  the  right  questions  about  their  life.  " 

To  further  this  end.  a  “Discussion 
Guide  on  Life  Styles  of  Congregations  in 
Mission"  has  already  been  published.  It 
is  designed  to  enable  local  churches  to 
conduct  self-studies  to  determine  their 
thinking  on  such  matters  as  the 
participation  of  the  laity,  the  role  of  the 
Bible  and  criteria  lor  directing  the  life  of 
the  congregation. 

“We've  tried  to  avoid  the  attempt  to 
define  ‘renewal.’  because  it’s  such  a 
broad  thing,  it’s  difficult  to  get  a  handle 
on."  said  Mr.  Gill,  a  minister  of  the 
LTniting  Church  in  Australia. 

During  its  first  year  of  operation,  the 


WCC  official  said,  the  sub-unit  has  faced 
three  major  challenges  He  cited  the 
charismatic  movement  as  the  first,  and 
commented.  "It  is  clear  to  me  that  this 
has  to  be  taken  seriously.  It  is  not  clear  to 
me  how  seriously,  with  regard  to  all  the 
other  groups  involved  in  the  renewal  of 
the  church.” 

The  second  challenge.  Mr  Gill  said,  is 
how  to  deal  with  this  issue  of  the  renewal 
of  the  congregational  life  with  the 
Orthodox  churches,  "because  they  don’t 
talk  in  this  language  Indeed,  to  them  it 
seems  almost  blasphemous  to  talk  of 
renewal  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church." 
He  indicated  that  the  Orthodox  churches 
approach  the  subject  of  renewal  from  a 
different  perspective  from  Protestants, 
and  that  the  problem  is  how  to  reconcile 
them. 

Finally,  the  WCC  official  related,  the 
new  sub-unit  is  grappling  with  the 
question  of  "how  do  you  deal  with  people 
who  think  you  can  renew  the  church 
without  reference  to  the  world  around 
it?"  This  will  involve  a  process  of 
integrating  social  action  with  worship,  he 
suggested. 


‘Train  of  Thought’  whistle-stops  for  shut-ins 


SMITHBORO,  N.Y.  —  “The  Train  of  Thought.”  singing  group  from  the  United 
Methodist  church  here,  bring  their  music  and  their  ministry  to  senior  citizens  and 
shut-ins  regularly.  The  group  includes,  from  left.  Diane  Bill.  Myrtle  Brink,  Carolyn 
Pitcher.  Carol  Webster  and  Ann  Woodruff. 


SMITHBORO.  N.Y.  -  The  Singing  Nun 
made  it  big.  Now  a  small  group  in  the 
Wyoming  Annual  conference  is  out  to 
give  her  a  little  competition. 

“The  Train  of  Thought."  a  group  of 
five  young  women  from  the  United 
Methodist  church  here,  began  two  years 
ago  with  a  desire  to  keep  music  alive  in 
the  church  when  choir  membership 
dwindled  to  nothing. 

Three  members  —  Myrtle  Brink. 
Carolyn  Pitcher  and  Diane  Bill  —  pulled 
together  to  offer  special  music  during 
worship  services.  When  the  choir 
rejuvenated,  instead  of  disbanding,  the 
three  realized  how  much  they  were 
enjoying  singing  together.  They  collared 
two  others  —  Ann  Woodruff  and  Carol 
Webster  —  and  continued  to  provide 
special  music  during  the  church 
services. 

When  Ann’s  mother-in-law  was  ill  and 
depressed,  the  group  went  to  sing  to  her. 

“She  was  so  pleased  and  her  spirits  so 
uplifted  .  .  .  and  we  felt  so  good  about  it 
...  we  realized  we  were  missing  the 
boat,"  Myrtle  said. 

With  that  the  group  chose  a  name  and 
began  visiting  shut-ins  with  song  and 
thought. 

They  chose  the  name  “Train  of 
Thought"  from  something  they  read. 

“The  train  of  thought  says  that  the 
dignity  and  nobility  of  each  person’s  life 
as  well  as  his  happiness  depends  on  the 
direction  in  which  that  train  is  going,  the 
baggage  that  it  carries  and  the  scenery 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Before  the 
biblical  age  of  the  patriarchs,  there  was 
a  long  matriarchial  age  in  which  the 
Supreme  Being  was  a  “Mother”  and 
temple  priests  were  women. 

An  account  of  that  era  is  given  by 
Elizabeth  Rodgers  Dobell  in  the  March 
issue  of  Redbook  magazine.  She  said  that 
earlier  age  “lasted  from  at  least  30.000 
B.C.,  until  about  2000  B.C..  and  in  some 
few  places  until  as  late  as  almost  A  D. 
500,  when  men  were  subordinate”  to 
women  in  religious  life  and  other  areas  of 
culture. 

Patriarchial  nomads,  who  gradually 
overran  the  Mediterranean  world, 
brought  with  them  the  concept  of  the 
“Supreme  Father  God”  which  presently 
exists,  according  to  Mrs.  Dobell,  a 
student  of  comparative  religions. 

She  said  there  is  now  a  growing 
awareness  in  all  religions  that  both 
feminine  and  masculine  aspects  exist  in 
God.  and  that  the  Supreme  Being  should 
not  be  spoken  of  exclusively  in  terms  of 
masculine  language. 

"The  pendulum  swings  from  one 
extreme  to  the  other  and  sometimes 
rests,"  Mrs.  Dobell  said.  "There  is 
movement  toward  the  center,  a  new 
balance  for  men  and  women  every¬ 
where.” 

“Today  there  are  roughly  1,500  female 
ministers  among  major  Protestant 
denominations  and  perhaps  another  3,000 
among  Evangelical  and  Pentecostal 
groups.”  according  to  the  Redbook 
article.  “God  and  Woman,  The  Hidden 
History."  "There  are  a  growing  number 
of  female  rabbis  among  Reform  and 
Reconstructionist  Jews;  by  1980.  it  is 
estimated,  one  of  every  13  newly- 
ordained  Reform  rabbis  will  be  female  ' ' 

Quoted  in  the  article.  Sister  Sandra 
Schneiders  of  the  Jesuit  School  of 
Theology.  Berkeley.  Calif.,  said  that 
“both  the  Hebrew  and  Christian 
scriptures  are  the  literature  of 
patriarchial  societies,  even  though  male 
dominance  was  radically  challenged 
and.  in  principle,  abolished  by  Christ 
Jesus  accepted  women  as  followers  and 
set  no  sexual  qualifications  for  apostolic 
ministry.” 

Rabbi  Chaim  Stern,  editor  of  three  new 
prayer  books  published  by  the  Central 
Conference  of  American  Rabbis 
(Reform),  said  “I  am  now  persuaded 
that  it  is  illegitimate  to  use  masculine  — 
or  feminine  —  language  about  God.  What 
we  ought  to  use  is  neutral  language  This 
question  is  not  a  ‘tempest  in  a  teapot  ' 
language  is  crucial  in  the  structuring  of 
our  consciousness.  ” 

The  Redbook  article  pointed  out  that 


through  which  it  travels. "  Myrtle  said. 

Instead  of  just  singing  a  group  of 
songs,  the  five  "look  carefully  at  the 
person(s)  they  are  singing  to  and  then 
include  a  short  service,  with  scripture 
readings,  poems,  sayings  and  songs  that 
fit  that  train  of  thought.” 

Their  ministry  has  grown  to  the  point 
where  it  now  takes  at  least  two  to  three 
full  days  a  week. 

Now  the  group  not  only  visits  senior 
citizens  locked  in  homes  and  institutions, 
but  also  are  visiting  others  with  special 

needs. 

And  it  isn’t  a  one-shot  deal.  The  group 
makes  each  visit  at  least  once  bi¬ 
monthly,  sending  notes  in  between  visits 
to  reinforce  their  train  of  thought. 

Since  none  of  the  women  read  music, 
songs  are  taught  by  sheer  repetition. 
Diane  and  Ann  taught  themselves  to  play 
the  guitar  so  the  group  would  have 
accompaniment.  The  only  members  of 
the  group  who  have  any  music  training 
are  Myrtle,  who  had  one  year  of  piano 
lessons  and  Diane,  who  had  school  choir. 

Where  do  they  get  their  music? 
Whenever  they  hear  something  they  like, 
they  try  to  duplicate  it.  And.  if  they  find  a 
poem  or  saying  they  particularly  like. 
Diane  will  set  it  to  music  for  the  group  to 
share.  Among  the  group’s  favorites  are 
“Jesus.  He  is  so  Real  to  Me,"  “Spirit  of 
God,"  and  “The  LdPd,  He  is  Exalted.  " 

Diane  said  she  thinks  the  group  is 
doing  what  the  church  should  be.  “God 


while  most  religious  leaders  agree  that 
s_exist  language  in  religion  should  be 
avoided,  there  is  still  disagreement  on 
the  issue  of  ordination  of  women  priests. 

This  viewpoint  is  reflected  in  the 
comments  of  Episcopal  Bishop  Stanley 
Atkins,  chairman  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Catholic  Mission,  an  organization  that 
refuses  to  recognize  the  ordination  of 
women  as  priests. 

"Certainly  the  imagery  of  our  religion 
is  too  heavily  masculine  and 
patriarchial,"  Bishop  Atkins  said.  "The 
mystics,  the  true  teachers  of  the  church 
rather  than  the  theologians,  always  have 
maintained  the  mysterious  balance 
between  the  masculine  and  the  feminine 
in  the  Godhead.  The  question  of  women 
in  the  priesthood,  however,  is  different. 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Great  High  Priest  and 
the  only  priest  that  Christianity 
recognizes,  wears  masculine  form,  and 
masculine  form  alone,  for  all  eternity.” 


"Seven  Who  Saw  Him"  by  E.  Jerry 
Walker.  C.S.S.  Publishing  Co.,  1978,  67 
pp..  $2.95 

By  LON  B.  CHESNUTT 

Sub-titled  “Dramatic  Sermons  for  Lent 
and  Easter.”  E.  Jerry  Walker  probes 
deeply  the  psyche  of  seven  persons  who 
interacted  with  Jesus  from  Palm  Sunday 
through  Resurrection  morning.  These 
narratives  read  better  as  drama  than 
exegesis  because  they  are  built  on  the 
author’s  conjecture.  Like  all  good 
drama,  they  take  .  a  segment  of 
experience  and  explore  the 
consequences.  The  collective  witness  is 
an  affirmation  of  faith  showing  how  an 
encounter  with  Jesus’  own  quiet 
authenticity  transforms  an  individual’s 
self-perspective  with  new  and  painful 
clarity. 

There  is  a  gripping  progression  during 
Holy  Week  through  the  seven  characters. 
It  begins  with  Judas’  cynical  decision  to 
turn  Jesus  over  to  the  authorities,  then 
shows  Peter's  anguish  on  the  night  of 
Jesus’  arrest,  and  is  followed  by  a 
Sanhedrin  trial  seen  through  the  eyes  of 
Nicodemus.  All  of  this  is  punctuated  with 
a  portrait  revealing  Pilate  as  an 
unwilling  executioner  and  briefly 
relieved  by  the  steady  integrity  of  the 
centurion.  The  intensity  is  increased  by 


has  blessed  us  with  a  gift  and  a  ministry, 
as  well  as  a  way  to  do  that  ministry.  We 
are  doing  what  we  were  led  to  do,"  she 
said. 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  a  strange  problem  I  am  afraid  to 
share  with  my  minister  or  anyone  else  I 
know,  thus  an  anonymous  letter  For 
years,  ever  since  I  was  a  teenager,  the 
Lenten  season  has  sent  me  into  a  state  of 
profound  depression.  The  anxiety  begins 
on  Ash  Wednesday  and  reaches  a  climax 
on  Good  Friday  —  even  Easter  itself 
depresses  me.  Trying  to  understand  this. 
I  know  I  feel  helpless  and  unworthy,  even 
identifying  with  Judas.  This  might  be  all 
to  the  good  spiritually  if  only  something 
positive  came  out  of  the  experience. 
Each  year  it  gets  worse! 

The  reason  I  am  getting  more 
concerned  is  that  I  teach  church  school 
and  I  find  it  very  painful  all  during  Lent 
and  I  am  afraid  the  children  will  be 
affected  some  negative  way.  Do  others 
feel  this  way ?  What  would  you  advise ? 

Depressed 


Dear  Depressed: 

Many  a  minister  would  be  extremely 
grateful  to  know  of  even  one  parishioner 
who  had  such  a  profound  experience  of 
Lent!  However,  you,  as  I.  likely 
experienced  Lent  in  our  church  as  a  time 
of  sorrow  for  our  sins  and  a  very  deep 


the  pathos  of  John  at  the  foot  of  the  cross, 
and  the  procession  is  finally  triumphant 
through  the  glorious  mystery  which 
Mary  Magdala  discovers  the  morning 
after  Sabbath. 

Mr.  Walker,  pastor  of  Minnetonka 
(Minn.)  United  Methodist  Church, 
stylistically  pulls  one  into  Jesus’  last 
days.  In  a  powerful  word-pictuie  of 
Peter,  the  reader  walks  dejectedly  with 
him  after  the  Gethsemane  arrest  and 
resolves  to  stand  firm  at  the  next 
opportunity  to  witness  for  Jesus.  But  as 
Peter  weakens  in  the  courtyard  and 
finally  curses  the  Galilean,  we  are  left  to 
ponder  what  form  our  own  contemporary 
denial  may  take. 

Mr.  Chesnutt  is  minister  of  program  at 
Metropolitan  UMC.  Washington.  D.C. 

j~ Poem  of  the  Week  j 

Our  Lord 
By  JAMES  W.  KING 
He  talked,  He  taught, 

He  walked.  He  wrought 
Salvation’s  cornerstone ; 

He  prophesied, 

Was  crucified. 

And  died  for  us.  His  own. 


THE  COMMUNICATOR  l  MR  PHOTO 

This  article  was  edited  from  one  which 
appeared  in  “ The  Communicator.”  the 
Western  New  York  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 


sadness  at  the  horrible  death  Jesus 
experienced  —  and,  almost  worse,  the 
desertion  he  experienced  of  his  close 
friends  Very  likely  your  church 
somehow  failed  to  make  the  resurrection 
experience  a  reality  and  left  you  with 
sorrow  rather  than  victorious  joy.  I  urge 
you  to  share  with  your  minister  your 
feelings.  Perhaps  he  or  she  can  bring  to 
you  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 
resurrection.  You  ask  about  others.  My 
observation  is  that  most  Protestants  are 
quite  unaware  of  Lent  as  a  personal 
pilgrimage  and  focus  more  on  Easter  as 
a  great  festival  of  the  church. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 

" Dear  Deborah P.  O.  Box  1076.  Dallas. 

Tex.  75221. 

Translation 
of  epistles 
continues 

ST.  f>AUL,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  A  heart 
attack  he  suffered  in  1976  in  Australia 
after  he  had  climbed  the  fabled  Ayers 
Rock  there  delayed  the  project  for 
several  months. 

But  now,  Msgr.  Jerome  D.  Quinn,  51,  is 
in  full  swing  again  on  a  scholarly 
undertaking  he  began  10  years  ago. 

He  is  translating  and  preparing  a 
commentary  on  three  New  Testament 
pastoral  epistles  for  the  Doubleday 
Anchor  Bible,  a  project  involving  50 
Roman  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish 
scholars  that  will  result  in  some  60 
volumes. 

Almost  every  morning.  Msgr.  Quinn 
can  be  found  at  work  in  the  library  of  St. 
Paul  Seminary  surrounded  by  research 
materials  as  he  tackles  his  assignment:  I 
and  II  Timothy  and  Titus.” 

His  work  involves  ttanslating  the 
epistles  from  the  Greek  text  and  drawing 
also  from  materials  in  the  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls  and  from  the  Gnostic  library  in 
Egypt. 

Recently,  it  was  announced  in  Rome 
that  there  soon  will  be  published  a 
Catholic  version  of  the  Good  News  Bible, 
which  was  prepared  under  auspices  of 
the  American  Bible  Society. 

'The  more  versions  the  merrier,”  said 
Msgr.  Quinn  in  an  interview.  He 
explained  that  with  many  versions  of  the 
Bible  people  can  see  the  “richness”  of 
what  was  said  in  the  ancient  languages. 

No  one  version  can  ever  exhaust  the 
meaning  of  the  original  texts,  he 
maintains. 

Msgr.  Quinn  has  signed  a  contract  that 
says  he  will  have  his  part  of  the  project 
finished  by  December  1979  —  “unless  I 
die  first.” 


God  once  considered  only 
as  female ,  writer  says 


- Book  review - 

Drama  of  Holy  Week  depicted 
through  ‘Seven  Who  Saw  Him’ 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 

Why  depression  in  Lent? 
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An  addition  to  The  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


Prayer 

The  following  prayer  was  given  as  an  invocation  bv  Mrs.  Virginia  Lasfeev  at 
the  Diamond  Jubilee  Commemorative  Service  held  on  February  12.  1978.  in  the 
Holt  Activities  Center  of  the  MCH 

Isaac  Watts  wrote  in  his  great  hymn  “O  God  our  Help  in  Ages 
Past” 

“A  thousand  ages  in  thy  sight 
Are  like  an  evening  gone 
Short  as  the  watch  that  ends  the  night 
Before  the  rising  sun.” 

Let  us  pray, 

Our  Father,  To  us  humans,  with  our  limited  view  of  time,  75 
years  means  days  and  days  on  end,  week  added  to  week,  year 
following  year,  but  to  you,  our  Father,  it  is  only  a  moment  in 
time.  Yet  you  have  given  us  the  privilege  and  opportunity  to 
serve  in  this  portion  of  time. 

For  this  we  praise  you  and  give  you  thanks. 

.  During  these  75  years  hundreds  of  lives  have  been  touched, 
hundreds  have  learned  to  be  more  worthy  persons,  physical 
progress  has  been  made,  and  new  programs  instituted  because 
of  changing  times. 

For  this  w  e  praise  you  and  give  you  thanks. 

Across  the  three  quarters  of  a  century  thousands  of  persons, 
both  lay  and  staff,  have  given  unselfishly  of  their  love,  their 
service  and  their  gifts,  thereby  making  your  love  tangible, 
living  and  glowing. 

For  this  we  praise  you  and  give  you  thanks 

We  look  on  the  past  with  gratitude  and  face  the  future  with 
confidence  because  we  truly  believe  we  are  fulfilling  your 
purpose  when  we  try  to  make, 

"Thy  Kingdom  Come 
Thy  will  be  done  on  earth,” 
in  this  particular  place,  on  our  earth, 

We  know,  our  Father,  that  the  future  is  not  easy,  but  we  do  not 
ask  for  days  of  ease.  We  do  ask  and  pray  for  your  guidance, 
your  love  and  your  blessings  as  we  courageously  face  the 
tomorrows. 

We  place  the  future  in  your  hands  for  we  know  you  are 
changeless.  Be  our  guide  through  all  that  is  dark  and  doubtful. 
Be  our  strength  in  time  of  testing.  Gladden  our  hearts  with  your 
peace.  Deepen  our  trust  in  you  so  that  the  days  ahead  may  be 
blessed  and  fruitful  ones,  because  everything  is  done  for  your 
honor  and  glory. 

Amen 


News  &  Notes 


Mark  Tullos  presented  a 
program  in  the  MCH  Chapel  on 
February  14.  Tullos,  Executive 
Director  of  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation  sang,  played 
the  piano,  and  spoke  John 
Oswalt  of  the  MCH  staff  joined 
Tullos  in  a  duet.  Our  thanks  go  to 
Mark  Tullos  for  so  willingly 
giving  his  time  and  talents  to  us. 

New  child  care  supervisor  at 
Sullivan  house  is  Beth  Slade,  a 
native  of  Panama  City,  Fla.  A 
recent  graduate  of  La  Tech, 
Beth  is  currently  working  on  her 
masters  degree  in  counseling 
Shelley  is  the  emergency  and 
evaluation  house  for  girls 


Also  new  in  Sullivan  house  is 
Cindy  Asbury.  a  junior  special 
education  major  at  La  Tech 
Cindy,  serving  as  a  child  care 
worker,  is  originally  from 


Kansas  but  now  considers 
Bossier  City  as  home. 

Phillip  Wade  is  the  new  child 
care  worker  in  Harman  house 
for  boys.  Phillip  is  now  attending 
La  Tech  after  spending  a  time 
as  a  member  of  the  Foundation 
Singers  of  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation 

Newest  social  worker  at  MCH 
is  Audrey  Coleman  A  1975 
graduate  of  Grambling 
University,  Audrey  did  graduate 
work  at  Northwestern  State 
University  (Louisiana)  in  1975- 
1976  Although  born  in  Chicago. 
Audrey  has  spent  most  of  her  life 
in  the  south  She  now  resides  in 
Ruston  where  she  is  a  member  of 
St.  Thomas  Catholic  Church. 
Besides  working  with  children, 
Audrey  enjoys  traveling  and 
cooking. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  receives  certification 


The  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  was  one  of  several  United 
Methodist  agencies  to  receive 
recognition  of  certification  at  the 
national  convention  of  the 
UMC’s  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  meeting  in  Dallas 
earlier  this  week  The  MCH  had 
already  received  confirmation  in 
November,  1977  that  it  met  all 
requirements  for  certification  by 
the  Health  and  Welfare 
Certification  Council.  Such 
certification  means  that  the 
MCH  "meets  all  of  the  standards 


for  professional  competence  and 
has  an  exemplary  church 
relationship  in  its  healing 
ministries." 

MCH  Executive  Director, 
Terrel  DeVille,  said  that 
achievement  of  certification  was 
due  to  the  efforts  of  the  MCH 
staff,  board  of  directors,  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  as  well 
"This  certification  comes  after 
several  years  of  hard  work 
aimed  at  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  council,” 


said  Mr  DeVille.  “1  wish  to 
thank  all  persons  who  played  a 
part  in  this,”  he  added.  The 
certification  council  was 
established  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  the 
standard  setting  arm  for  all 
United  Methodist  health  and 
welfare  ministries  of  the  church. 
Achieving  certification  signifies 
that  services  are  of  the  highest 
professional  quality.  The  council 
determined  this  after  reviewing 
the  total  program  of  the 


Methodist  Children's  Home 
through  an  extensive  self  study 
and  an  on-site  inspection  by  a 
certification  team 
The  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  is  the  first  health  and 
welfare  agency  to  be  certified  in 
Louisiana.  Health  and  welfare 
agencies  include  retirement  and 
nursing  home  facilities,  facilities 
for  retired  ministers,  health  care 
facilities  (hospitals),  and  child 
care  facilities  There  are  63 
United  Methodist  child  care 
facilities  in  the  United  States. 


MCH  Valentine  Observance 


On  the  evening  of  February  17  the  youth  and 
staff  of  MCH  gathered  at  Holt  Activities  Center 
for  a  formal  Valentine’s  dance.  Music  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  M.  G.  Davis  Band  of  Natchitoches, 
Louisiana.  The  gymnasium  was  decorated  in  a 
romantic  theme.  Youth  and  staff  as  well  enjoyed 
having  their  photographs  taken  underneath  a 
garden  arch. 


The  MCH’s  own  royalty  presided  over  the  festi¬ 
vities.  King  and  Queen  were  Bruce  Fourroux  and 
Shelia  Mahaffey.  Prince  and  Princess  were  Mark 
Bounds  and  Denise  Dubois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Valen¬ 
tine  were  John  and  Donna  Oswalt.  The  occasion 
was  enjoyed  equally  by  both  nobility  and  common 
folk. 


Thank  you  for  your  Easter  Offering 


Did  you  know  that  the  annual 
Harvest  Day  and  Easter 
offerings  provide  the  MCH  with 
its  largest  single  source  of 
operating  income?  The  MCH  is 
one  of  the  few  United  Methodist 
child  cape  agencies  that  still 
relies  primarily  upon  voluntary 
contributions. 

Through  the  years  as  the  needs 
of  children  and  youth  in  our  care 
have  increased,  there  has  been 
an  accompanying  increase  in 
annual  operating  expenses  This 
increase  could  have  proved 
devastating  to  the  MCH  program 


if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that 
annual  freewill  giving  has  shown 
a  slow  but  steady  increase  also. 

As  the  Methodist  Children's 
Home  celebrates  its  75th 
Anniversary  we  give  thanks  to 
God  for  our  friends  through  the 
years  whose  support  has  enabled 
us  to  grow  and  change  with  the 
times.  The  fact  that  the  MCH  is  a 
fully  certified  United  Methodist 
child  care  agency  is  due  to  your 
support  On  this  Easter  of  1978 
we  thank  you  and  wish  you  the 
full  joy  that  comes  from  knowing 
we  serve  One  who  lives. 


King  and  Queen 

Bruce  Fourrouy  and  Shelia  Mahaffey 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Valentine 
John  and  Donna  Oswalt 


Prince  and  Princess 

Mark  Bounds  and  Denise  Dubois 


MCH  Youth  Happenings 


Congratulations  go  to  the 
following  youth  who  had  better 
than  3.00  grade  averages  during 
the  1st  semester  of  the  current 
school  year:  Karen  Conner,  3.75; 
Mark  Willey,  3.57;  Anna 
Melcher,  3.20;  and  Roy  Ringey, 
3.16.  Students  making  all  “A’s” 
and  “B’s”  for  the  3rd  six  week 
period  were  Renee  Lee,  Roy 
Ringey,  and  Karen  Conner. 
There  are  19  MCH  youth  who 
made  2.0  or  above  grade 
averages  for  the  first  semester. 
They  are  as  follows:  Katie 
Bullard,  Pattie  Bullard,  Denise 
Dubois,  Rhonda  Howard,  Teresa 
Humphrey,  Susie  Irvin,  Lisa 


Skains,  Peggy  Smith,  Renee 
Lee,  Donna  Patterson,  Lisa  Pat¬ 
terson,  Donna  Swain,  Gwen 
Yeager,  Randy  Coleman,  James 
Poda,  Donnie  White,  Melba 
Jones,  Tara  Melcher,  and  A.  W. 
Schlotterbeck. 

MCH  has  two  members  of  the 
Class  of  '78.  Both  Karen  Conner 
and  A.  W.  Schlotterbeck  will 
graduate  from  Ruston  High 
School  in  May.  Our  love  and  best 
wishes  will  go  with  them. 

It  seems  that  some  of  the  girls 
of  C  B  White  house  have  been 
applying  their  skills  learned  at  a 
school  home  economics  course  in 


very  practical  ways.  Gwen 
Yeager  and  Lisa  Patterson  have 
been  doing  lots  of  sewing  which 
has  resulted  in  a  four  piece  suit 
for  Gwen.  In  the  meantime 
Donna  Patterson  has  been 
keeping  everyone  well  supplied 
with  the  cookies  she  has  been 
baking  Keep  up  the  good  work, 
girls! 

MCH  has  five  young  men  who 
have  walked  23  miles  in  the  past 
six  weeks.  These  youth  are 
members  of  a  boy  scout  troop 
sponsored  by  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church.  Troop  leader 
is  Dan  Johnson,  a  former  MCH 


staff  member.  In  January  the 
scouts  hiked  17  miles  in 
Vicksburg  National  Military 
Park  In  February  the  hike  was 
held  in  the  state  park  near  Port 
Gibson,  Miss  Another  hike  is 
planned  forPetit  Jean  State  Park 
and  North  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  in  March.  This  hike 
will  total  27  miles  in  two  days. 
The  five  young  men  whose 
“Boots  were  made  for  walking” 
are  Randy  Coleman,  Jimmy 
Humphrey.  Walter  West.  Donnie 
White,  and  Jeff  Wright.  The  five 
will  be  joined  by  a  new  scout 
recruit,  Kenneth  Barbo  for  the 
Arkansas  hike. 


Plan  ahead 


for  Mothers  Day 

Now  is  the  time  to  consider  paying  tribute  to  one’s  own  mother, 
the  mother  of  a  friend,  or  any  other  special  person  on  Mother’s 
Day,  1978.  This  year  the  MCH  is  once  again  offering  a  special  way 
in  which  women  can  be  given  special  recognition  while  young  lives 
are  benefited  at  the  same  time. 

The  MCH  is  now  accepting  contributions  on  behalf  of  persons  to 
be  either  honored  or  memorialized  in  the  weeks  preceeding 
Mother’s  Day.  When  a  donation  is  made  in  honor  of  someone,  that 
person  will  be  sent  a  personal  letter  notifying  her  of  the 
contribution  and  the  donor’s  name  When  a  memorial  donation  is 
made  a  letter  of  notification  will  ’  ent  to  a  relative  of  the  person 
memorialized. 

Last  year  a  good  number  of  individuals  took  advantage  of  this 
special  service  provided  by  MCH  It  is  hoped  that  even  more 
persons  will  choose  this  method  of  paying  tribute  to  their  loved  ones 
this  coming  Mother  s  Day  Is  there  any  better  way? 


r - 1 

MOTHER’S  DAY  1978 

I  Enclosed  is  a  contribution  of  $  - L - 

I  In  memory  of - | 

I  in  honor  of. _ _ 

j  Please  notify  _ - . — — - : -  | 

|  address _ _ _ _ _  j 


Given  by: 
address 

church 
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Enslijf:/ Ch  rist  \s 
resurrection 
and  ours 


An  Editorial  by  RAY  BRAXTON 

The  New  Testament  describes  the  resurrection  both  as  a  historical  event  and  as  a 
mighty  act  of  God  which  we  know,  not  through  studying  historical  records  for 
information,  but  through  direct  participation  We  know  the  power  of  the 
resurrection  because  we.  too.  have  been  spiritually  raised  from  the  dead 

This  is  what  Paul  meant  when  he  wrote.  “We  were  buried  with  him  by  baptism 
into  death,  so  that  as  Christ  was  raised  from  the  dead  by  the  glorv  of  the  Father,  we. 
too.  might  walk  in  newness  of  life.” 

The  newness  of  life  of  which  Paul  speaks,  however,  is  only  known  after  one  has 
experienced  spiritual  death.  We  cannot  be  raised  with  Christ  until  we  have  first  been 
crucified  with  him.  There  is  no  resurrection  where  there  has  not  first  been 
crucifixion. 

A  recent  study  of  the  life-history  of  a  number  of  men  over  a  fifty  year  span  showed 
that  everyone  of  them  experienced  one  or  more  major  life  crises  during  this  period 
No  one  escaped  spiritual  death  in  this  study  I  have  not  escaped  nor  has  anvone  else 
who  has  ever  shared  his  or  her  life  story  with  me. 

When  spiritual  death  comes,  resurrection  is  never  closer,  but  never  harder  to 
believe  appropriate.  Ann  Morrow  Lindbergh  has  put  it  this  way: 

“The  signs  that  presage  growth:  discontent,  restlessness,  doubt,  despair,  longing 
are  often  interpreted  falsely  as  signs  of  decay.  Instead  of  facing  them,  one  runs 
away.  One  tries  to  cure  them,  as  if  they  were  devils,  when  really  they  might  he 
angels  of  annunciation.” 

Can  it  be.  that  the  very  inner  yearnings  we  feel  from  time  to  time,  which  we  fear 
may  suggest  inner  decay  and  spiritual  death,  may  be.  instead,  the  very  signs  of 
stirring  in  our  souls  which  suggest  our  day  of  resurrection  is  near0 

For  every  person  who  has  ever  known  spiritual  death,  and  especially  for  all  those 
who  are  experiencing  it  now.  the  Easter  gospel  is  clear:  “If  anyone  is  in  Christ,  he  is 
a  new  creation:  the  old  has  passed  away,  behold,  the  new  has  come.” 


Local  People 


" Aftpr  hearing  MRS  EDDIE  HOFFPAUIR  express  a  wish  for  a  record  sung  hv 
former  Governor  Jimmie  Davis,  "Shelter  of  His  Arms."  Mrs.  Janie  Chappelle,  left 
and  Rev.  William  Rowell,  pastor  of  Centenarv  United  Methodist  Church.  Ravne 
were  able  to  contact  Governor  Davis  with  a  special  request  on  behalf  of  Mrs 
Hoffpauir  The  album.  ‘.Songs  of  Consolation."  have  arrived  as  a  wonderful  surprise 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffpauir  The  album  contains  a  composer  and  singer,  whose  "You 
Are  My  Sunshine"  was  recently  adopted  as  Louisiana's  state  song.  Pictured  are 
Mrs  Chappelle  "Miss  A  mv."  Rev  Rowell,  and  Mr  Hoffpauir  A  big  event  in  the  life 
of  "Miss  A  mv."  is  her  eightieth  hirthdav.  March  7  ” 


Pictured  are  REV.  SAMUEI. 
DOCTOR  I A  N  AND  REV  JOHN 
SF.WF.I.I..  < pastor )  Morningside  UMC. 
Revival  services  at  Morningside  UMC. 
Shreveport,  featured  Rev.  Doctorian.  a 
world  wide  evangelist  and  well  kn own 
Middle  Eastern  religious  leader  who 
founded  and  is  the  director  of  the  Bible 
Land  Mission.  Beirut.  Lebanon 

Mrs.  Margaret  Bryan.  Springhill.  as 
Chairman  of  the  Education  and 
Cultivation  Committee  of  the  Louisiana 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  attended  an 
Economics  Justice  Seminar  March  10-13 
in  New  York.  An  Appalachian  Craft  show 
wa«  presented  as  a  part  of  the  second 
phase  of  an  International  Development 
Program  of  the  Section  on  Christian 
Social  Relations. 

HAPPY  BIRTH¬ 
DAY!  Rev.  H.  B.  F. 
j  Charles  was  98 
years  old  on  Febru¬ 
ary  28,  1978.  He  re¬ 
tired  from  the  effec¬ 
tive  relationship  in 
,  1944  after  having 
I  served  26  appoint¬ 
ments  including  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendency. 

GRACE  UMC.  NEW  ORLEANS  re¬ 
quested  that  he  be  remembered  on  his 
birthday.  Remembrances  continue  to 
come  in  and  Rev.  Charles  is  very  grate¬ 
ful  to  all  the  friends  who  have  sent  him 
any  token  of  friendship. 
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Serendipity  Sem  inar  Announcements 

Schedules  Shreveport-Bossier  Area  April  1 


David  Stone,  with  his  guitar,  songs  and  warm-up  calisthenics  helps  a  crowd  to 
unjack  their  frustrations  and  hallowed  inhibitions. 


One-dav  leadership  training  at  Hilton 
Inn  will  include  nine  hours  9  a  m  -  fi  p.m. 
of  intensive  training  in  group  techniques, 
communication  exercises,  self-discoverv 
Bible  studies  and  group  enablement, 
involving  the  latest  concepts  and  tools  in 
group  process,  relational  theology  and 
behavioral  psychology. 

A  single  tuition  fee  of  $30  includes  the 
Encyclopedia  of  Serendipity.  A  group 
rate  of  4  or  more  is  $20  each.  This 
includes  one  encyclopedia  and  a 
handbook  for  each  participant.  These 
materials  are  only  available  at  a 
seminar. 

Pastors/associates:  Youth  Directors/- 
Workers:  Religious  Educators/Teach¬ 
ers:  Small  group  members:  Family  Life 
Coordinators  can  all  benefit  from  these 
“group  building”  techniques  led  by 
David  Stone  and  Lyman  Coleman. 

In  1970  at  a  National  Clergy  Conference 
church  leaders  experienced  a  new 


lifestyle  built  around  a  spiritual  gift¬ 
sharing  community. 

Out  of  the  explosion  of  new  life  came  a 
demand  for  training,  with  basic  tools  for 
implementing  this  lifestyle.  The  tools  are 
called  Serendipity  because  of  the 
beautiful  surprises  that  happen  when 
people  get  to  know  one  another  in  depth. 

So  far  70.000  church  leaders,  roughly 
\%  of  the  leaders  in  the  Country,  have 
taken  the  training.  From  800-1.000 
Christian  Educators  are  being  reached 
each  week  in  the  51  seminars  scheduled 
Tor  1977-78 

David  Stone.  Shreveport,  a  native  of 
Springhill.  leaches  in  the  Centenary. 
School  of  Church  Careers  at  Centenary 
College  He  and  his  wife  and  three 
daughters,  (two  teen-agers)  are 
members  of  the  First  UMC,  Shreveport 
where  David  was  Youth  Director  for 
several  years 


Local  Churches 

Subscription  update  March  20 


Q< torn  Mrs.  Octavio  Cobb.  King  C.  J. 
D  ring.  Princesses  Terri  Munds  and 
Theresa  Meek  and  Prince  Steven  Caskev 
are  shown  at  the  Sweetheart  Banquet  at 
the  Morningside  UMC.  Shreveport 

Dr  Donald  A.  Webb,  president  at 
Centenary  College,  was  the  preacher 
recently  for  the  morning  service  at 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rogalusa. 


Dr  Leonard  I. 
Havnes.  Pastor  of 
Wesley  UMC.  Baton 
Rouge,  was  a  key¬ 
note  resource  per¬ 
son  at  the  United 
Methodist  Convoca¬ 
tion  on  The  Black 
Church  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Term,  at  the 
Centenary  UMC. 


Deaths 

Mrs.  Elnora  Zilton  Williams,  the 
widow  of  the  late  Rev.  James  A. 
Williams,  was  buried  February  27.  1978 
from  Newman  United  Methodist  Church. 
Alexandria.  Rev  Roger  D.  Lathan 
pastor  officiated. 

Mrs.  Cecil  Beadle  Faulk,  a  member  of 
the  Maplewood  UMC,  was  buried  at  the 
Ehenezer  UMC  cemetery  She  is 
survived  by  two  sisters  and  a  son 
Chaplain  Roland  W  Faulk  (ret)  3625 
Trenton  Ave..  San  Diego.  California 
92117, 

Mrs.  Marlin  Drake,  80,  Noel  United 
Methodist,  Shreveport  died  Sunday, 
March  19.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  two  sons,  and  their  families  in 
Shreveport. 
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The  new  Munholland  parsonage  was  occupied  by  Reverend  Blakely  and  his 
family  in  November.  1977.  Located  at  1148  Sena  Drive  in  Metairie,  the  home 
includes  12  rooms  and  4  baths. 


Curriculum  Workshops  Baton  Roilge- 
Lafavefte  District.  Leader:  Rarbara 
Einsel.  District  Chairperson  on 
Education 

Tuesday.  April  4.  7  30  to  9:00  P.M 
First  Church.  Baton  Rouge  Thursday. 
April  6.  7  30  to  9:00  P.M  First  Church. 
Lafayette 

All  teachers  and  persons  involved  and 
interested  in  Church  School  are  invited  to 
attend  one  of  these  meetings 

Emphasis:  United  Methodist  Curri¬ 
culum  and  Resources  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Schools. 

Lay  Witness  Mission 

to  the 

Philippines  and  Hong  Kong 
Lead  by:  (John  and  Ruth  Tubb 

May  31  —  dune  21,  1978 

JOHN  AND 
RUTH  TUBB  of 
Pineville.  Louisi¬ 
ana.  will  head  the 
team  of  Lay  Wit¬ 
ness  Mission  to  the 
Philippines  and 
Hong  Kong  This 
will  be  the  first  one 
in  Hong  Kong  and 
the  third  for  the 
Philippines.  John  and  Ruth  are  both 
dedicated  and  committed  Christians. 
Thev  have  coordinated  quite  a  number  of 
missions  both  outside  and  inside  the 
United  States.  John  is  an  Agriculture 
Engineer,  who  has  devoted  much  of  his 
life  in  the  church  ministry.  John  and 
Ruth  will  stay  in  the  Philippines  for  at 
least  three  months  to  help  Ling  and 
Lourdes  train  laymen  conduct  Lav 
Witness  Mission  among  the  different 
churches  in  the  country 

Camp  Brewer  gets  a  face-lifting 

Last  year  much  time  and  energy  was 
spent  inside  the  cabins.  Several  churches 
took  on  the  responsibility  of  a  cabin  to 
renovate.  This  year  work  has  begun 
early,  getting  the  camp  grounds  ready 
for  the  year’s  activities 

Five  cabins  have  been  winterized.  The 
lake  has  been  stocked  with  fish  and 
reports  are  out  that  some  ‘5  pounders’ 
have  been  caught  this  spring. 

All  in  all  the  camp  has  been  made  more 
usable  for  both  summer  and  winter 
activities.  Should  the  weather  turn  off 
cold  the  campers  will  not  shiver  and 
shakequitesomuch. 


f: 

Jnhn&  Ruth  Tubb 


Windows  have  been  installed  in  the 
downstairs  and  upstairs  of  the  dining 
hall,  as  can  be  seen  in  the  side  view  of  the 
dining  hall. 


Stage  performances  of  the  great 
Passion  Portrayal  “The  Divine 
Tragedv”  was  again  presented  during 
Holy  Week  by  the  Inter-Church  Christian 
Fellowship  of  Independence.  This  is  the 
10th  year  that  this  ecumenical  Christian 
group  has  produced  this  work  as  a  public 
service  for  the  communities. 

Performances  were  given  at  the 
Catholic  Church.  Independence,  at  the 
First  Assembly  of  God,  Hammond,  and 
at  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Albany. 

Day  Leadership  Workshop 

Dr.  David  Self,  Associate  General  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  General  Order  of 
Discipleship.  conducted  a  day  long 
workshop  for  District  Lay  Leaders  and 
District  Directors  of  Methodist  Men  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria,  Louisiana,  on  March  4th 
1978. 

The  purpose  of  Dr.  Self’s  visit  was  to 
train  new  leaders  and  to  go  over  new 
information  with  persons  who  have  held 
office  for  sometime. 

Dr  Self  traced  the  origin  of  lay 
leadership  in  Methodism  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Methodist  Church  to  the 
present  He  conducted  a  comprehensive 
workshop  on  the  duties  and  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  District  Lay  Leaders  and 
pistrict  Directors  of  Methodist  Men. 

In  addition  to  the  District  Lay  Leaders 
and  District  Directors  of  Methodist  Men 
those  present  were  Tom  Mathenv. 
Conference  Lay  Leader.  Ernest  Arnold. 
President  of  United  Methodist  Men  for 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Cecil 
Bland.  Director  of  the  1000  Club,  and 
other  visitors. 


THE 

EASTER 

SEASON 


Good  news! 


The  materials  to  support  the  Lay 
Speaking  Program  have  been  released 
from  the  printer  and  are  available 
through  the  bookstore  in  the  Council  on 
Ministries  office 

For  information  regarding  this  specific 
program,  refer  to  the  September  1977 
issue  of  Interpreter  Magazine. 

Materials  included  are: 

Lav  Speaking  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church 

Introduction  to  Lay  Speaking: 

Resource  Book  and  Leader’s  Guide 
Advanced  Courses  for  Lay  Speaking 
Recommended  Textbooks  are: 

Look  Who’s  Talking:  A  Guide  for  Lay 
Speakers  in  the  Church 
Word  and  Table:  A  Basic  Pattern  of  Sun¬ 
day  Worship  for  United  Methodists 
United  Methodist  Primer 
Introducing  the  Bible 
Beliefs  of  A  United  Methodist  Christian 
Contact  Ginnv  Richardson  for 
information  regarding  purchasing  or 
ordering  the  above  listed  materials 


News  articles 
for  LUM 

To  avoid  further  delay  in  vour 
articles  being  printed,  send  all 
articles  for  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
to  Box  4325.  Shreveport,  LA  71104. 
When  TM/UMR  in  Dallas  has  to 
forward  the  material  to  this  office 
the  news  is  not  new  anymore. 


Your  Church 
horoscope 

Aries  (March  21 — April  19) 

The  talent  of  visitation  is  vours.  You 
would  do  an  excellent  job  in  getting  new 
members,  and  winning  souls  for  the 
Lord. 

Taurus  ( April  20 — May  2ft) 

You  will  be  richly  blessed  if  you  tithe  at 
least  10%  of  vour  time  and  money  to  the 
Lord  “Give  and  it  shall  be  given  unto 

you." 

Gemini  ( May  21 — June  2ft) 

The  Lord  has  endowed  you  with  a  good 
voice,  and  you  should  take  your  place  in 
the  choir.  “Sing  the  songs  of  Zion  and 
bless  people. " 

Cancer  (June  21 — July  22) 

You  have  the  ability  to  teach,  and  you 
should  put  your  talents  to  work  in  our 
Sunday  School.  The  children  will  love 
vou. 

Leo  (July  23— August  22) 

You  should  like  babies,  and  you  would 
be  a  great  help  in  the  nursery  or 
kindergarten  We  have  babies  of  all  ages 
and  sizes. 

Virgo  ( Aug.  23 — Sept.  22 ) 

You  have  the  talent  to  be  a  part-time 
worker  in  the  office,  and  could  help  out 
typing  or  stuffing  letters. 

Libra  (Sept.  23— Oct.  22) 

Your  ability  to  smile  is  good  medicine 
for  sick  people  and  shut-ins.  You  should 
spend  some  of  your  time  in  hospital 
evaluation 

Scorpio  <  Oct.  23 — Nov.  21 ) 

You  never  meet  a  stranger  You  would 
make  a  good  usher  to  welcome  visitors. 
Tell  them  "God  Loves  them,  and  You 
Love  them.” 

Sagittarius  <  Nov.  22 — Dec.  21 ) 

You  are  a  financial  genius.  Encourage 
everybody  you  meet,  to  make  a  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  many  projects  of  the  church. 
Capricorn  (Dec.  22 — Jan.  19) 

You  were  born  under  the  sign  of 
“Friendship  ”  You  would  make  an  excel¬ 
lent  disciple  in  winning  souls  and  new 
church  members. 

Aquarius  (Jan.  20 — Feb.  18) 

You  are  the  type  of  person  needed  in 
committee  meetings  with  your  energy 
and  foresight.  Hurry  up  and  join  one  of 
them. 

Pisces  (Feb.  19 — March  20) 

You  were  bom  in  a  cold  month,  but  you 
have  a  warm  heart.  There  are  a  lot  of 
unhappy  people  and  you  could  be  a 
“Light  in  the  Dark  ’’ 

Composed  by  Chas.  A  Stratford, 
Southside  UMC.  Monroe 


Housing 
Registration  for 
Annual  Conference 

Dr. Richard  Anders,  Assistant 
Dean  of  Students,  Centenary  College 
requests  the  use  of  registration 
cards  currently  being  sent  to  pastors 
and  delegates.  Returned  cards  and  a 
deposit  will  facilitate  housing 
arrangements  during  the  1978 
session  of  Annual  Conference. 


Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
Editor  Ray  Branton 
News  Editor  Frances  Pearce 
Send  news  of  events,  special 
activities  and  features  to  Council  on 
Ministries  Office,  P.O.  Box 
4325,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 


PAGE  2 


.VWAMAMAMW 


V.S W.  ■AV 


%%V  Editorials  «*»«««»»»«««««»* 

Easter  redefines  winning,  losing 


Easter,  for  Christians,  redefines  what 
it  means  to  win  and  to  lose 

By  the  popular  standards  of  His  day 
and  ours  —  Jesus  was  a  loser  He  devoted 
His  ministry  to  people  whom  society 
identified  as  losers 

He  taught  that  it  is  blessed  to  be  poor  — 
in  spirit  and  in  material  possessions. 

He  taught  his  followers  to  look  for 
beauty  in  simplicity  —  in  flowers,  in 
children,  and  in  the  other  gifts  of  God’s 
creation. 

He  taught  that  humility,  rather  than 
pride,  exalts  a  person. 

He  taught  that  an  attitude  of  love  and 
forgiveness  can  break  down  the  barriers 
which  separate  people  from  one  another 

He  taught  that  true  happiness  is  to  be 
found  through  giving  of  oneself  rather 
than  through  anxious  self-seeking. 

Jesus  revealed  how  God  intended 


human  life  to  he  lived 

After  a  brief  period  of  popularity. 
Jesus  was  rejected  and  subjected  to 
death  on  a  cross  along  with  two  other 
losers 

The  discovery  that  His  tomb  was 
empty  on  the  first  Easter  morning,  and 
the  message  "He  is  not  here.  He  is 
risen."  confirmed  the  authenticity  of 
Jesus’  life  and  teachings.  It  revealed  that 
even  death  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  an 
ultimate  defeat  for  those  who  entrust 
their  lives  and  destinies  to  God. 

To  the  extent  that  we  accept  the 
definition  of  winning  and  losing  which 
God  has  revealed  to  humankind  through 
Jesus,  we  will  experience  the  life-giving 
power  of  His  resurrection  this  Easter, 
through  the  remainder  of  our  lives,  and 
when  our  lives  on  earth  are  finish¬ 
ed. 


Special  health  care  study  needed 


institutions  could  benefit  from  learning 
their  secrets  of  success. 

We  believe  the  church  and  its 
institutions  would  be  well  served  by  the 
creation  of  a  special  commission  — 
similar  to  the  Commission  on  Higher 
Education  —  to  pull  together  and 
disseminate  the  best  available 
information  on  what  it  means  for  the 
church  to  be  related  to  the  operation  of 
hospitals  and  homes  today,  and  what  it 
will  mean  in  the  future 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Bishop  Ralph  Alton  suggested  last 
week  that  the  church’s  health  and 
welfare  agencies  could  benefit  from 
studying  the  findings  of  the  church’s 
special  Commission  on  Higher  Education 
(see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Bishop  Alton  rightly  points  out  that 
church-related  health  care  agencies  face 
many  problems  similar  to  those  faced  by 
church-related  colleges  and  universities 
We  would  suggest  carrying  Bishop 
Alton's  proposal  a  step  further,  and  urge 
the  creation  of  a  special  commission  to 
consider  the  future  of  church-related 
institutions  involved  in  health  care,  child 
care,  and  care  for  the  elderly 
While  our  colleges  and  our  health  care 
institutions  share  many  common 
problems,  they  also  differ  in  many 
respects.  We  believe  a  separate  study 
commission  —  guided  by  the  Higher 
Education  findings,  but  also  focusing  on 
the  unique  concerns  of  health  care 
institutions  today  —  is  needed. 

The  current  problems  of  several 
United  Methodist-related  retirement 
homes  across  the  country  are  well 
known.  All  church-related  institutions 
could  benefit  from  learning  about  the 
pitfalls  which  can  lead  to  such  problems. 

At  the  same  time,  many  church  related 
hospitals  and  homes  are  experiencing 
laudable  success  in  ministering  to  their 
constituencies  while  remaining 
financially  solvent.  All  church-related 
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Mv  Witness 


Easter  is  6 something  pretty  \  . .  and  love 


B\  M  \R<; AKKTII.  II  M  E 

Despite  the  sameness  of  Easter-time  each  year. 
Easter  is  very  special  There  is  a  magic  in  the  air  that 
brings  memories  of  experiences  that  taught  us 
everlasting  lessons 

Like  mast  children  at  seven  years  of  age.  I  was  self- 
centered  Perhaps  one  reason  for  it  was  that  I  was  the 
middle  child  of  three  girls!  My  older  sister  "picked  on 
me”  and  my  younger  sister  "warted  me  to  death  ’’ 

Mv  parents  were  farmers  on  a  plantation  in  Georgia 
And  in  those  days  getting  ready  for  Easter  was  the 
same  as  today  Everyone  wanted  a  new  outfit  to  wear 
to  church  on  Easter  morning.  Mother  liked  to  look  at  the 
pretty  pictures  in  the  mail-order  catalogue  But  that 
was  all  she  did  for  herself  She  was  satisfied  to  wear 
her  old  "Sunday  dress"  and  replace  the  feather  in  her 
hat  with  a  bunch  of  "spring-like"  flowers.  But  she 
always  sewed  pretty  things  for  us  three  girls.  I  shall 
never  forget  a  lavender  dress  1  had  one  Easter. 

We  had  a  three-room  school  house  with  two  teachers 
This  particular  year  we  had  a  man  teacher  who  was 
married  and  had  five  children  —  four  girls  and  a  bov 
Just  before  Christmas  this  family  had  an  automobile 
accident  in  which  a  freakish  thing  happened  Both 
parents  lost  their  right  arms. 

Of  course  this  family  had  to  have  a  garden,  chickens, 
and  a  cow  to  be  fed  —  for  in  the  country  schools  of  the 
1920’s  a  teacher’s  salary  was  not  much  more  than 
"thank  you.’’ 

They  did  amazingly  well  with  their  two  left  arms  and 
hands,  with  the  help  of  the  children.  But  the  one  thing 
that  the  mother  could  not  do  was  sew  clothes  for  the 
family. 

My  mother's  heart  went  out  to  anyone  in  need,  and 
especially  for  those  who  tried  to  help  themselves.  She 
wanted  those  four  little  girls  to  have  new  dresses  for 


Easter 

Needless  to  say.  a  farm  woman  in  that  day  had 
plenty  of  work  every  day  Therefore,  most  of  her 
sewing  was  done  at  night  bv  the  light  of  a  kerosene  oil 
lamp  She  also  used  a  foot-pedaled  sewing  machine 
Every  night  after  supper  1  hoped  this  would  be  the 
night  MY  dress  would  get  cut  out  and  started.  It  was 
hard  to  wait  when  in  my  heart  I  resented  mother 
spending  so  much  time  on  someone  else’s  dresses 

Finally  one  by  one  there  were  four  dresses,  as  well  as 
a  shirt,  for  the  teacher’s  son!  How  pretty  they  looked  on 
the  homemade  hangers  —  a  rainbow  of  pink,  yellow, 
green,  and  orange  -  and  a  blue  shirt! 

When  the  girls  came  to  see  them,  one  spoke  up  with 
disappointment.  "They  don’t  have  something  pretty  on 
them."  N 

You  see.  mother  always  embroidered  designs  on 
most  of  our  dresses,  and  these  girls  admired  that  very 
much  Needless  to  say.  mother  right  away  allowed 
each  girl  to  select  a  design  for  her  dress  She  even 
promised  the  boy  initials  on  the  pocket  of  his  shirt ! 

Again,  this  work  had  to  be  done  at  night.  And  it 
seemed  to  go  even  slower  to  me.  I  wanted  enough  time 
left  for  the  lavender  material  to  be  made  into  a  dress 
for  me  —  with  something  pretty  on  it!  Time  slipped  by 
and  Saturday  night  before  Easter  there  was  nothing  on 
my  dress.  My  older  sister  had  ruffles  on  hers,  and  my 
younger  sister  had  a  big  bow.  I  was  crushed  with 
unhappiness.  My  sisters  didn’t  want  embroidery  on 
theirs,  but  I  did. 

Even  I  could  see  how  tired  mother  was,  and  she  had 
been  complaining  of  headaches  for  several  days.  She 
still  had  to  prepare  things  for  Sunday  dinner,  and 
shampoo  her  hair.  So  I  hid  mv  hurt  and  went  to  bed. 
wondering  if  she  loved  those  other  children  more  than 
me.  > 


And  then  it  was  Easter  morning  with  its  magic  air.  I 
didn't  know  what  the  magic  was.  nor  did  I  need  the  bird 
in  the  cuckoo  clock  to  wake  me.  The  chirping  birds,  in 
the  tall  dogwood  tree  white  with  blossoms  outside  my 
window,  woke  me  Even  they  seemed  to  know  it  was 
Easter 

I  jumped  out  of  bed  to  run  through  the  house  in 
search  of  hidden  eggs.  Then  that  awful  feeling  came 
over  me  that  perhaps  mother  had  been  too  worn  out  to 
even  do  this  for  us  —  and  all  on  account  of  those  four 
dresses  and  a  shirt  —  with  "something  pretty"  on 
them ! 

Well.  I  crept  out  into  the  hall  —  and  there  in  the 
kitchen  was  mother  pressing  my  lavender  dress.  But 
why  was  she  pressing  it  again?  Oh!  —  there  it  was  — 
just  like  a  sunrise  —  the  most  beautiful  embroidery 
across  the  front  —  a  group  of  yellow  chickens  in  a  field 
of  flowers  and  grass. 

I  was  the  happiest  little  girl  in  all  the  world  as  I 
walked  —  ran  —  down  the  red  dirt  road  to  the  little 
white  church,  to  the  rhythm  of  the  rope-pulled  church 
bell  calling  country  folk  to  rejoice  in  grateful  praise 
and  prayer. 

I  remember  the  minister  reading.  "God  so  loved  ...” 

LOVE  —  why  that’s  what  had  been  in  the  air  at  our 
house  all  along.  That  is  certainly  what  was  in  the  air 
this  Easter  morning  when  I  awoke  For  love  is  what 
motivates  us  to  care  enough  to  do  and  be  what  God 
created  us  to  become. 

Not  then,  but  as  I  grew  in  wisdom  and  stature  and 
love  of  God.  I  realized  this  was  one  of  the  many  times 
that  I  was  taught  by  precept  and  example  that  God 
is  Love  —  and  that  His  love  in  our  hearts  gives  us  power 
to  love  one  another  —  even  as  we  love  ourselves. 

This  week's  contributor  to  "Mv  Witness."  Margaret 
H.  Hale,  is  a  member  of  the  First  UMC  in  Dallas.  Texas 


Christians  should  gather  to  worship  on  Good  Friday 


Nearly  two  thousand  years  ago  a  Child 
was  born,  and  His  birth  is  honored  today 
throughout  the  Christian  world.  And 
rightly  so.  for  He  was  the  Christ  Child, 
the  promised  Messiah. 

As  a  boy  He  worked  in  His  father’s 
carpenter  shop  At  the  age  of  twelve  He 
astonished  the  learned  men  of  His  time 
with  His  wisdom.  He  preached  and 
taught  the  scriptures  until  He  was  thirty- 
three.  when  public  opinion  turned 
against  Him.  They  tried  Him  in  a 
common  court  and  convicted  Him  when 
they  cried.  “Crucify  Him!  Crucify 
Him!” 

He  suffered  near  unbearable  agony 


Bv  PAUL  HAGIYA 

TM/UMR’s  coverage  of  the  recent 
United  Methodist  Congress  on 
Evangelism  reported  Dr.  Donald 
McGavran  as  encouraging  the  UMC  to 
“put  enough  prayer  and  muscle  into 
United  Methodist  evangelism  to  increase 
vour  6.000  Japanese  American  United 
Methodists  to  60.000  in  the  next  10  years” 
(TM/UMR.  Jan.  13).  Right  on! 

I  know  that  by  “muscle"  Dr.  McGavran 
meant  dedication,  commitment  and 
sweat.  But  as  a  Japanese  American 
Methodist  who  has  felt  his  people  pushed 
and  shoved  in  the  past  —  even  into  Amer¬ 
ican  concentration  camps,  the  terms 
"prayer  and  love"  would  have  been  more 
appropriate  to  win  the  "quiet  Americans" 
to  Christ. 

If  the  UMC  is  to  win  even  one  Japanese 
American,  it  will  not  be  by  national 
bodies  making  pronouncements,  nor  by 
concocting  high-powered  programs  of 
evangelism  Converting  them  will  only 
happen  by  prayer  for  sure,  but  also  by  a 
"personal  touch  evangelism.” 

What  happened  to  "personal  touch” 
evangelism  in  the  UMC  that  won  the  first 
Japanese  converts  in  San  Francisco’s 
Chinatown  in  1877?  The  Japanese 
American  Christians  just  celebrated  100 
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Paul  Hagiva 
years  of  Christian  missions  in  America 
because  a  Mrs.  Wilson  and  a  Dr  Otis 
Gibson  befriended  three  Japanese 
named  Nishimaki.  Koyano  and 
Ninomiya.  They  were  concerned  about 
their  welfare.  They  then  gave  them 
personal  attention  by  inviting  them  to  a 
Bible  class  and  at  the  same  time  taught 
them  English. 

On  February  22.  1877  Dr.  Gibson,  in  a 
heartwarming  experience,  baptized 
Kanichi  Mivama  and  Kumataro  Nonaka. 
“The  first  fruits  of  not  only  the  American 
Japanese  Methodist  Church,  but  of  all 
Japanese  Protestant  work  on  the  West 
Coast."  according  to  Dr.  Lester  Suzuki’s 
historical  account 

Many  of  Japanese  Americans  were 
introduced  to  Christ  through  the 
"personal  touch"  of  committed 
Christians  like  Mrs.  Wilson.  These  heroic 
laypersons  came  to  our  Japanese 
Christian  churches  from  the 
membership  of  the  larger  First 
Methodist  churches  in  the  community 
and  taught  a  Sunday  School  class,  held 
Bible  studies,  led  children’s  choirs, 
advised  the  youth  groups,  taught 
English,  tutored  the  immigrants  in  all 
subjects,  and  mostly  befriended  us  and 
loved  us,  Our  Japanese  American 
UMC’s.  once  again,  need  such  witnesses. 

That  was  the  kind  of  "personal  touch" 
evangelism  of  our  Lord.  He  didn’t  gather 
a  congress  or  a  board  to  win  his  disciples. 
He  befriended  them  —  loved  them  — 
faced  them  personally  and  said.  “Come, 
follow  me.” 

The  1977  U.S.  immigration  figures 
show  the  Japanese  American  population 
has  increased  64.3%.  All  the  Asian 
American  groups  have  mushroomed 
since  the  passage  of  the  McCarran  Act. 
allowing  20.000  Asians  from  each  country 
to  enter  the  U.S.  The  harvest  is  truly 
ripe! 

Once  again  like  in  1874.  the  need  and 
answer  is  to  have  lay  persons  of  our 
sister  churches  come  to  us  in  the  spirit  of 
Mrs  Wilson  with  a  "personal  touch”  of 
Christ’s  love  —  to  tutor,  to  teach  English, 
to  teach  the  Bible  and  to  love  us. 

Once  when  asking  a  young  Nisei 
American  why  she  was  leaving  the 
Buddhist  faith  to  become  a  Christian  and 
a  member  of  the  UMC.  she  answered. 
"When  I  left  home  to  attend  college  back 
East,  a  Caucasian  family  that  were 
members  of  the  UMC  of  that  town  took 
me  in  and  befriended  me  and  treated  me 
so  kindly.  I  vowed  that  because  of  such 
kind  Christians.  I  would  some  day 
become  one  myself. " 

Evangelism  with  a  "personal  touch”  is 
our  need ! 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  mav  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church 

This  week's  contributor.  Paul  Hagiva. 
is  pastor  of  the  Centenary  UMC  in  Los 
Angeles.  California  (Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference). 

Anv  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  "Here  I  Stand."  TM/ 
UMR  P  O  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas 
75221. 


when  they  nailed  Him  to  the  cross,  yet 
was  able  to  say.  “Forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do." 

Coming  to  Florida  five  years  ago.  we 
were  amazed  and  shocked  to  find  in  this 
city  of  many  churches  so  very  few 
observing  Good  Friday 

Therefore,  let  us  as  Christians  of  all 
denominations  gather  together  in  the 
House  of  the  Lord  on  Good  Friday 
through  the  hours  of  His  suffering  on  the 
cross.  For  without  a  Good  Friday  there 
could  be  no  Easter. 

Let  us  as  Christians  forever  cherish  the 
cross  Charles  F.  Hawley 

Ocala.  Florida 

Church  should  not  try 
to  minister  through  state 

To  the  Editor; 

The  “Here  I  Stand"  article  by  Gary  I. 
Thurman  (TM/UMR.  Feb.  24)  is  an 
excellent  statement  on  the  futility  of 
trying  to  secure  "social  justice"  through 
government  action  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  through  its  various 
boards  and  agencies,  has  supported  a 
long  list  of  government  interventions  and 
share-the-wealth  schemes,  most  of  which 
have  failed  of  their  purpose  or  even 
worsened  the  situation. 

Increased  minimum  wages  have 
pushed  millions  of  teenagers  out  of  the 
job  market:  high  price  supports  for  crops 
caused  excessive  production,  the 
accumulation  of  huge  "grain  reserves." 
low  prices  and  the  liquidation  of  many 
family  farms;  federal  slum  clearance 
and  subsidized  housing  programs  have 
been  a  disgrace  and  have  done  little  to 
improve  the  lot  of  poor  people.  These  and 
many  other  examples  of  the  misguided 
attempts  of  the  church  "to  subcontract 
her  ministry  to  civil  authority”  fortify 
Mr.  Thurman’s  thesis. 

Jesus  understood  the  role  of 
government  in  society.  He  said.  "Render 
unto  Caesar  the  things  which  are 
Caesar’s"  but  he  did  not  petition  Rome 
for  social  welfare  legislation.  Not  only  is 
the  hierarchy  of  our  church  "“out  of 
touch"  with  the  members,  as  Elden 
Groves  ("Hotline.”  TM/UMR.  March  3) 
observes,  but  it  is  tragically  mistaken  in 
its  attempts  to  solve  social  and  economic 
problems  by  political  action.  Jesus’ 
ministry  emphasized  individual  freedom 
—  freedom  from  sin  and  freedom  from 
coercion.  The  leaders  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  come  down  heavily  on 
the  side  of  a  government  managed  and 
controlled  economy.  They  seem  to  have 
little  confidence  in  the  ability  of 
individuals  to  make  wise  decisions  in  the 
free,  competitive  market  place. 

The  editor’s  idea  that  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  "could 
more  adequately  explain  how  the  various 
actions  cited  ‘relate  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ ...  to  the  world  in  which  we  live’  ” 
gives  me  an  idea.  Why  not  require  an 
annual  report  by  the  district 
superintendent  on  United  Methodist 
political  action  to  each  local 
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congregation? 


Charles  B.  Shuman 
Sullivan.  Illinois 


A  loud  ‘’Amen' 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  say  a  loud  “Amen”  to 
Elden  Groves'  letter  regarding  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  (TM/UMR.  March 3  "Hotline”). 

I.  too.  have  been  following  the  actions 
of  this  board  and  it  gives  one  a  sick  and 
helpless  feeling.  Surely  something  can  be 
done  to  get  them  out  of  politics  and  into 
more  worthwhile  fields  of  endeavor.  If 
not.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  dissolving  this 
board  and  giving  their  appropriations  to 
some  worthwhile  organization  such  as 
the  Salvation  Army. 

Robert  W.  Taylor 
Knoxville.  Tennessee 

Response  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  my  applause  to  you  for  your 
superb  answer  to  Elden  Groves  of  Salem. 
Ohio  (TM/UMR.  "Hotline,”  March 3). 

I  offer  my  hearty  good  wishes  for 
continued  success  in  editing  our 


excellent  United  Methodist  mouthpiece 
-or  one  of  them.  Marie  O'Steen 

Elmhurst,  Illinois 

Articles  on  Pacific  Homes 
were  yellow  journalism 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  incredible  to  me  that  the  back 
page  of  our  conference  paper  could  have 
been  written  by  any  reporter  with  any 
friendly  interest  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  or  any  interest  in  fair,  honest, 
objective  reporting  (TM/UMR,  March 
10).  Credulity  is  further  strained  to  think 
that  a  paper  purporting  to  speak  to  or  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  would  print 
it  if  submitted.  Fostering  the  idea  that 
“the  pocket  books  of  every  United 
Methodist  in  the  country”  are 
“conceivably”  in  peril  has  to  rank  with 
the  worst  kind  of  yellow  journalism 
comment  on  a  court  action  suit  which  is 
still  pending. 

The  extensive  quotes  from  "Edward  L. 
Fike.  a  San  Diego  newspaper  executive” 
present  such  distortions  and  smear 
tactics  toward  our  annual  conference  as 
to  confound  the  imagination.  Where  has 
this  guy  been  the  last  two  years?  The 
inappropriate  repetition  of  the  "secret 
tape."  replete  with  the  judgment  of  Colin 
Weid  who  refused  to  be  interviewed,  is 
too  unethical  and  too  misleading  for 
appropriate  comment.  It  seems  evident 
that  your  star  reporter  heard  the  tapes 
and  relied  on  the  attorney  for  plaintiffs 
vs.  the  church. 

The  reporter,  in  my  judgment,  has 
been  much  less  than  helpful  to  any 
person,  church,  institution  or  worthy 
cause  in  presenting  this  sheet  to  the 
public.  I  regret  it. 

David  H.  McKeithen 
Riverside.  California 

A  shameful  fiasco 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  shameful  that  the  Pacific  Homes 
Inc.  in  California  is  a  United  Methodist 
related  project.  The  fact  that  this  fiasco 
has  continued  for  ten  years  is  even  more 
shameful. 

The  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  officials  should  admit  they  are 
responsible  in  not  keeping  with  the  terms 
of  the  contracts  with  these  elderly  people 
and  quit  spending  more  of  our  Methodist 
money  on  lawyers.  It  is  time  for  them  to 
bear  the  burden  of  their  mistakes. 

I  would  hope  all  of  us  that  call  our¬ 
selves  United  Methodists  will  read  and 
study  2  Peter  2:1  and  2  Timothy  3:1-5 
and  then  pray  to  God  for  guidance  in 
this  matter,  doing  what  He  tells  us  is 
right.  Many  thanks  to  the  reporters  who 
brought  this  to  our  attention. 

Theresa  Blake 
Peralta,  New  Mexico 
Growth  will  come  only  if 

we  stand  fast  by  the  Word 

To  the  Editor. 

Let  me  say  a  hearty  Amen  to  the  arti¬ 
cle  "Church  weakness  cited  by  theolo¬ 
gian"  in  the  February  24  issue.  The  arti¬ 
cle  quoted  statements  by  Dr.  Albert  Out- 
ler  from  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

His  comments  struck  to  the  heart  of 
many  of  the  problems  in  today’s 
churches  in  that  rather  than  standing  up 
and  denouncing  sin.  they  find  it  much 
easier  to  accept  it  and  try  to  gloss  it  over 


with  a  covering  that  "society 
changed"  since  the  time  of  our  Lord. 

Those  who  look  for  a  resurgence  of 
growth  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
must  know  that  growth  will  come  only  as 
we  grow  spiritually  and  stand  hard  and 
fast  on  the  Word,  bringing  forth  again  the 
kind  of  prayer  and  preaching  that,  rather 
than  comforting  the  sinner  in  his  sin. 
leads  him  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to 
become  a  new  creature  in  Jesus  Christ. 

WardD.  Pierce 
Grand  Rapids.  Michigan 

Bible  references  cited 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  allow  me  to  answer  Mr.  Ken 
Grenz  (TM/UMR,  March  3)  who  asks  for 
biblical  justification  for  opposing  the 
Panama  Canal  treaties.  How  about  the 
8th  Commandment  (Exodus  20:15): 
"Thou  shalt  not  steal."  Aren’t  those  who 
propose  giving  away  our  canal  really 
proposing  stealing  from  the  American 
people?  Remember,  please,  that  our 
highest  courts  have  ruled  that  the  zone 
is  U.S.  property! 

How  about  the  Golden  Rule  (Matthew 
7:12).  Panama  seems  to  have  forgotten 
it.  In  1903  she  was  guaranteed  her  inde¬ 
pendence  and  was  paid  millions  of  dollars 


for  a  strip  of  land  for  a  canal  for  civiliza¬ 
tion  —  which  canal  brought  her  prosperity 
above  all  other  nations  in  Central  Amer¬ 
ica!  Now  she  demands  the  land  back, 
plus  the  property  of  her  benefactor  and 
millions  of  dollars  more  to  boot.  Would 
Panama  like  to  be  treated  this  way  by 
another  country? 

How  about  King  Solomon's  wisdom  in 
the  first  few  verses  of  the  3rd  chapter 
of  Ecclesiastes  which  begins:  "To  every¬ 
thing  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to 
every  purpose  under  the  heaven"?  Or,  is 
it  the  time  to  stand  —  with  courage,  reso¬ 
lution  and  honor  —  against  the  tyrants, 
oppressors  and  appeasers  of  this  world? 
In  our  lifetime,  you  and  I  may  know  the 

answer!  G.  Russell  Evans 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

‘Feed  hungry’  not  political 

To  the  Editor: 

Two  letters  in  the  March  10  issue 
commented  on  the  wheat  shipment 
through  Church  World  Service  to  hungry 
people  in  Vietnam.  One  was  critical,  the 
other  supportive.  The  critic  condemns 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  for 
giving  the  Vietnamese  government  “new 
support  in  the  form  of  wheat  ...” 
arguing  that  any  food  relief  alleviates  the 
people’s  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Vietnamese  government.  No  mention 
was  made  that  the  wheat  will  alleviate 
hunger,  converted  to  bread  and  noodles 
for  people  struggling  to  stay  alive,  while 
the  war-destroyed  rice  fields  are 
restored  to  production. 

If  we  were  to  apply  political 
restrictions  to  all  church-supported  food 
programs,  we  would  have  to  eliminate 
most  of  those  programs,  for  non-demo- 
cratic  regimes  control  most  countries 
where  Christian  programs  of  compas¬ 
sionate  service  feed  hungry  people. 

Thank  God  the  American  farmers  who 
gave  the  wheat  know  that  our  Lord’s  in¬ 
junction  was  to  feed  the  hungry,  not  to  use 
our  surplus  food  for  political  purposes. 

Donald  Maclnnis 

St.  Paul.  Minnesota 


j  M 

Give  now. 

So  she  can  learn  today...  and  earn  tomorrow. 


Right  now.  thousands  of  young 
black  women  are  seeking  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  They  want  that 
opportunity  to  learn. 

Since  1972  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  has  supported  twelve 
black  colleges  through  the  Black 
College  Fund. 

Young  adults  seeking  a  higher 
education  need  your  help.  They 
need  your  dollars. 

So  if  you’d  like  to  improve  the 


future  of  some  young  woman,  sup¬ 
port  the  annual  Black  College 
Fund  apportionment  through 
your  local  church  today. 

Your  dollars  will  provide  learn¬ 
ing  for  today. . .earning  for  to¬ 
morrow.  For  more  information 
write  or  call  todav. 


The  Black 
College  Fund 


P.  O.  Box  871  Nashville.  Tennessee  37202  615/327-2700 
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. . .  but  then 
cam  e  the 
Resurrection! 


The  sunrise  came  on  schedule 


By  BILI-  PFCKHAM 

Victory? 

Mine?  Oh,  yes! 

Not  a  battle  that  I’ve  won. 

Not  a  goal  that  I’ve  reached. 

Not  the  achievement  of  my  well-lain 
plan. 

Rut  victory  — 

The  victory  of  life  over  death. 

Of  hope  over  despair. 

Of  light  over  darkness. 


Almost  imperceptibly 
The  light  broke. 

It  came  wrapped  up  in  people 
Words  were  empty. 

Even  deeds  seemed  hollow 

But  there  was  a  Holy  Presence 

It  was  loving. 

tender. 

warm. 

And  my  self-encased  heart 
Was  broken. 


The  days  in  the  tomb  were  long 
A  whole  week  of  Good  Fridays. 
The  hours  of  darkness 
Verged  on  days  of  madness. 

But  slowly,  quietly. 


Thru  human  channels  — 

The  tender  touch. 

The  heartbroken  tear. 

The  loyal  presence  — 

The  Sunrise  of  life  came  on  schedule. 
And  I  have  been  reborn ! 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 


For  children :  how  much ,  how  soon  ? 


Crucifixion  story  debated 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

Can  the  story  of  Christ’s  crucifixion  be 
hazardous  to  your  child’s  mental  health? 

Some  United  Methodist  Christian 
educators  say  “definitely  yes”  —  too 
much  detail  in  the  Easter  story  when  it  is 
told  to  young  children  can  cause  serious 
anxiety.  Others  say  "no”  —  children  in 
1978  cannot  escape  knowledge  of  violence 
and  death  and  when  the  resurrection  is 
stressed  along  with  the  crucifixion  there 
is  no  problem. 

United  Methodist  church  school 
curriculum  presently  introduces  detailed 
acpoilnts  of  the  crucifixion  story  at  the 
fourth  grade  level,  although  reference  in 
terms  of  Jesus  dying  for  humankind  is 


made  at  a  much  earlier  level. 

“Young  children  cannot  fully 
understand  the  story.”  says  the  Rev.  Leo 
Kisrow,  who  heads  the  department  for 
younger  children’s  publications  of  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Discipleship.  ‘‘The  idea 
of  God’s  love  needs  to  be  gotten  across  to 
children.  And  as  we  add  detail  to  the 
story  we  believe  we  must  do  so  with 
purpose.  We  have  to  ask  what  purpose 
some  detail  might  serve  to  make  the 
child  better  understand.” 

Mr.  Kisrow  says  that  a  trend  several 
years  ago  to  “play  down”  the  crucifixion 
story,  however,  has  “moderated."  and 
that  child  development  experts  are  less 
concerned  than  they  once  were  about  the 
possible  harmful  effects  of  the  story  on 


the  church  today 


UM  youth  credits  church 
in  win  of  $10,000  scholarship 

HOWARDS  GROVE.  Wis.  (UMC)  - 
Randy  Leach,  a  high  school  senior  here 
who  is  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
steering  committee,  has  been  named 
winner  of  a  $10,000  scholarship  in 
competition  against  101  other  seniors 
across  the  nation. 

“I  really  believe  my  involvement  in  the 
church  helped  to  make  this  possible.” 
Mr.  Leach  told  Muriel  Anderson,  editor 
of  Dimensions,  the  Wisconsin  Areas’s 
newspaper.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Sheboygan, 
Wis. 

Known  as  ‘‘Century  Three  Leaders.” 
the  scholarship  program  is  funded  by 
Shell  Oil  Co.  and  administered  by  the 
Association  of  Secondary  Principals.  Mr. 
Leach’s  paper  for  a  written  portion  of  the 
competition  was  on  the  theme  of 
disarmament. 

Bank  corporation  agrees  to 
halt  loans  to  South  Africa 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  nation's 
second  largest  bank  corporation 
Citicorp,  reversing  a  long-standing 
policy,  announced  in  a  proxy  statement 
here  that  it  will  no  longer  grant  loans  to 
the  South  African  government  or  that 
government’s  enterprises. 

Florence  Little,  an  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  World  Division., 
which  owns  38.148  shares  of  Citicorp 
stock,  said  the  company  had  adopted  a 
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First  United  Methodist  Church 
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C olnrado  Springs.  Colorado  80903 
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‘‘hoped  for  position”  in  the  statement 
printed  for  Citicorp’s  annual  meeting  of 
shareholders  April  18. 

The  proxy  statement  reported, 
however,  that  the  company  would  not 
honor  the  request  of  several  church 
agencies  to  disclose  information  about 
the  size  and  extent  of  its  investments  in 
South  Africa. 

Bishops  of  four  Methodist 
denominations  reach  agreement 

ATLANTA  (UMC)  —  Agreement  to 
explore  together  a  wide  range  of 
celebrations  and  ministries  —  even  a 
form  of  union  —  resulted  here  March  11 
from  a  meeting  of  bishops  of  four 
Methodist  denominations. 

Together  for  the  first  time  in  at  least 
this  century,  seven  bishops  were 
reported  to  be  generally  unanimous  in 
their  recommendations  to  their  church 
bodies:  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  three  predominantly  black 
denominations.  African  Methodist 
Episcopal.  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  and  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal. 

Among  items  agreed  to  were  planning 
a  joint  meeting  of  all  the  bishops  of  the 
four  churches  for  the  spring  of  1979.  and 
reinforcing  fraternal  interchange. 

Among  a  group  of  10  recommendations 
which  need  to  go  to  their  legislative 
general  conferences  or  to  agencies  was 
one  to  explore  the  feasibility  of  “federal 
union.”  a  move  that  would  preserve 
identity  and  some  autonomy  for  each 
denomination. 

Bishop  resigns  agency  post 
over  meeting  site  issue 

CHARLOTTE.  N.C.  —  Bishop  Scott  L. 
Allen  has  resigned  as  president  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
because  the  agency  would  not  honor  a 
commitment  to  hold  its  spring  1979 
meeting  here,  he  told  Newscope.  national 
UM  newsletter,  last  week. 

The  commission  voted  Feb.  22  at  its 
Overland  Park,  Kansas,  meeting  to 
reject  the  recommendation  of  the 
executive  committee  that  the  February 
1979  meeting  be  held  in  Charlotte 
because  North  Carolina  had  not  ratified 
the  Equal  Rights  Amendment.  The 
commission  decided  to  select  its  meeting 
site  on  the  principles  of  both  affirmative 
action  in  ethnic  employment  and  ERA 
ratification. 

“I  felt  I  could  not  go  on  heading  an 
agency  that  would  not  honor  a  valid 
commitment.”  the  bishop  said  in  his 
letter  of  resignation  to  the  commission’s 
executive  secretary,  Dr.  Woodie  W. 
White.  He  said  he  had  signed  a  contract 
with  a  Charlotte  hotel  after  being  assured 
that  the  decision  to  meet  there  was  final, 
despite  earlier  pressure  not  to  meet  in 
North  Carolina. 


Church-related  means...? 

Fresh  appraisal  of  health,  welfare  ministry  urged 


children. 

Most,  however,  do  not  go  as  far  as  the 
Rev.  Riley  B.  Case,  who  as  head  of  the 
Christian  Nurture  Task  Force  of  the 
“Good  News  Movement"  of  United 
Methodist  “evangelicals,”  is  responsible 
for  publishing  alternate  church  school 
materials. 

"The  cross  is  at  the  center  of  our 
faith.”  Mr.  Case  says.  “No  age  level  is 
too  early  to  show  pictures  of  Christ  on  the 
cross.  I  think  it’s  good  to  take  pictures  of 
Christ  on  the  cross  into  pre-school-age 
classes  and  discuss  the  whole  matter 
with  the  children.  I  do  not  believe 
children  are  adversely  affected.  ’  ’ 

He  says  we  need  to  “surround  our 
children”  with  “symbols  of  the  faith”  at 
an  early  age  and  “instill  in  them  the 
concept  that  the  cross  is  at  the  center  of 
the  faith.” 

But  Dr.  Leigh  Roberts,  a  psychiatrist 
and  lay  leader  in  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference,  warns  that  such  a  practice  is 
dangerous  when  applied  to  children  in  a 
“blanket  fashion.” 

“Understanding  of  abstract  concepts 
such  as  death  begins  around  the  age  of 
eight  or  nine,”  Dr.  Roberts  says.  “The 
crucifixion,  as  a  meaningful  concept,  is 
best  introduced  then.”  He  says  the 
crucifixion  can  be  a  ‘traumatic  concept 
to  specific  children  at  any  age”  but  that 
younger  children  are  more  likely  to  be 
adversely  affected. 

He  recommends  that  the  church  not 
deal  with  the  concept  in  an  open 
classroom  before  the  age  of  eight,  and 
then  only  with  the  realization  that 
specific  children  might  not  be  able  to 
handle  such  discussions.  On  an 
individual  basis,  he  says  parents  should 
know  their  children  and  determine  the 
specific  age  when  the  individual  child  is 
ready,  much  in  the  way  a  parent  decides 
when  the  “time  is  right”  for  sex 
education. 

“The  danger  is  in  deciding  solely  on  the 
basis  of  age  that  a  child  is  ready  to  hear 
the  complete  details.”  Dr.  Roberts  says. 
“Some  are  and  some  are  not.  ” 

Caution  called  for 

Ethel  Johnson,  professor  and  director 
of  field  education  at  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Delaware,  Ohio, 
told  TM/UMR  she  believes  the  most 
important  consideration  is  that  “children 
not  be  taught  in  their  early  years  in 
church  school  things  that  they  have  to 
unlearn  later.”  She  says  that  in  matters 
such  as  the  crucifixion  we  always  run  the 
risk  of  being  misunderstood  by  children 
and  such  subjects  should  be  approached 
with  caution  and  planning. 

With  that  qualification,  Ms.  Johnson 
says  she  feels  young  children  in  general 
can  cope  with  the  Easter  story. 

“Years  ago  I  would  have  said  ‘No,’ 
Ms.  Johnson  said.  “But  in  1978,  with 
television  exposing  children  to  all  kinds 
of  violence.  I  believe  they  can  handle  it 
younger.  Parents  need  to  play  a  major 
role  in  helping  the  child  understand.  But 
in  general,  I  believe  the  children  can 
handleit.” 

Rhoda  Peters,  who  relates  to  children 
and  family  ministries  for  the  Louisville 
Annual  Conference,  basically  agrees 
with  Ms.  Johnson. 

“In  my  own  family,  with  my  own 
children.  I  found  it  impossible  to  explain 
Easter  without  explaining  the 
crucifixion.”  she  told  TM/UMR. 
“Children  may  not  begin  to  understand 
completely  before  about  the  third  grade, 
but  they  can  hardly  be  a  part  of  a 
family’s  Easter  celebration  unless 
parents  let  them  in  on  the  story.  I'm 
much  more  concerned  about  the  effects 
of  television  violence  than  the  effects  of 
the  crucifixion  story." 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  “Fresh,  mutual  apprais¬ 
als”  between  the  church  and  its  health 
and  welfare  institution^  are  a  matter 
of  “critical  importance,”  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishbp  said  here  last  week. 

Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton  of  the  Indiana 
Area  said  “the  church  has  no  business 
being  simply  another  social  agency  It  is 
required  on  the  part  of  both  the  church 
and  the  institutions  to  make  a  fresh 
appraisal  of  what  it  means  to  be  church- 
related  .’’ 

In  an  address  before  a  joint  session  of 
,  the  sections  on  aging  and  conference 
leadership  of  the  National  Association  of 
’Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  bishop 
urged  the  group  to  utilize  the  recent 
report  of  the  Commission  on  Higher 
Education  He  said  there  are  many 
similarities  between  the  institutions  of 
higher  education  related  to  the  church 
and  the  church-related  institutions  of 
healing  and  care  for  children  and  the 
elderly. 

“What  that  report  says  is  that  unless 
both  institutions  and  annual  conferences 
can  identify  real  reasons  why  the  church 
relationship  is  important,  there  is  serious 
question  why  that  relationship  should 
continue.”  the  bishop  said. 

Bishop  Alton  then  proceeded  to 
describe  the  purpose  of  church- 
relatedness.  “The  institution  must 
believe  it  needs  the  church  to  provide  the 
spiritual  context  within  which  the  best 
possible  service  can  be  rendered  as 
an  extension  of  the  ministry  of  the  church 
in  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ’s  concern  for 
the  total  life  of  every  person.  ” 

On  the  other  hand,  "the  church  must 
believe  that  it  needs  the  institution  if  its 
ministry  .  .  .  is  to  extend  beyond  the 
relatively  narrow  confines  of  congre¬ 
gational  fellowship.” 

The  bishop  strongly  endorsed 
institutions,  saying  “The  call  of  Christ  to 
serve  humanity  as  service  to  God 
requires  agencies  that  can  minister  to 
human  need  beyond  the  competence  of 
any  congregation  by  itself.” 

Mutual  faith  basis  called 

He  said  “where  mutual  faith  exists" 
between  the  annual  conference  and  the 
institution  a  fresh  analysis  of  ways  to 
implement  church-relatedness  is  the 
next  order  of  business  Both  have 
obligations  which  need  to  be  defined. 

In  his  opinion,  the  annual  conference 
must  see  itself  as  a  resource  to  such 
institutions  in  four  areas:  "for  spiritual 
purpose,  for  personnel,  for  finances  and 
as  a  molder  of  public  opinion." 

The  conference  should  insist  that 
“church-relatedness"  has  additional 
meaning  beyond  the  highest  quality  of 
professional  standards.  The  bishop  said 
the  name  “Methodist”  or  “United 
Methodist”  associated  with  an  institution 
ought  to  mean  something  in  terms  of  the 
concern  for  persons  expressed  by  that 
agency's  ministry. 

The  bishop  faulted  conference  officials 
for  having  taken  too  much  responsibility 
at  times  for  appointing  administrators 
who  often  were  not  really  qualified.  He 
said  a  more  proper  role  in  personnel 
matters  would  be  to  “identify  profes¬ 
sionally  qualified  persons  who  are  also 
committed  Christians  for  employment." 


and  also  to  find  competent  lav  persons 
and  parish  pastors  to  serve  on  governing 
boards. 

Bishop  Alton  urged  annual  conferences 
to  think  of  their  obligation  as  a  "recruiter 
of  clients  .”  He  said  institutions  should 
not  be  limited  to  United  Methodists,  but 
nevertheless  it  is  a  justifiable  reason 
for  pride  in  the  church  to  have  its  own 
agencies  of  ministry  to  whom  its  own 
members  can  be  referred  in  particular 
situations  of  human  need 

Sound  financing  required 

With  the  question  of  an  annual 
conference’s  financial  liability  for 
institutions  now  being  tested  in  the  courts 
in  the  Pacific  Homes  situation,  the 
conferences  must  require  competent 
financial  management  and  sound  fiscal 
"policies  "through  competent  board 
members.”  the  bishop  said.  He  added 
that  the  testing  of  legal  responsibility  is 
only  part  of  the  picture,  however:  there 
is  alsoa  moral  responsibility. 

But.  he  said,  no  agency  can  depend  on 
adequate  financial  undergirding  to  come 
from  the  conference  budget  At  best, 
conference  budgets  ought  to  contain  “a 
token  expression  of  the  benevolent  care 
aspect  of  the  ministry  provided  by  such 
agencies.” 

What  conferences  can  do.  however,  is 


help  agencies  tap  the  private 
benevolence  of  United  Methodist  people 
The  bishop  drew  applause  when  he  urged 
“development  of  programs  to  overcome 
the  reticence  of  clergy  who  mistakenly 
suppose  that  contributions  by  their 
members  to  other  causes  diminish  their 
contributions  to  the  church  budget.” 

The  fourth  area  of  obligation  is  in 
sponsoring  public  opinion  concerning 
legislation  affecting  the  operation  of  the 
agencies  especially  in  terms  of  standards 
and  tax  law  affecting  contributions. 

Agencies  have  obligations  as  well.  Of 
paramount  importance,  he  said,  is  for 
the  personnel  of  a  church-related  agency 
to  identify  writh  the  structures  of  the 
annual  conference,  usually  through  the 
Division  of  Health  and  Welfare  min¬ 
istries. 

The  bishop  said  the  agency  should 
want  to  make  a  report  to  the  annual 
conference  every  year,  should  welcome 
the  involvement  of  the  church  in  its 
ministry,  and  offer  its  expertise  to  local 
parishes  as  they  identify  with  areas  of 
human  need  for  which  the  agency  has 
primary  concern 

He  endorsed  the  recent  development  in 
several  conferences  of  “covenant  rela¬ 
tionship”  documents  which  outline 
mutually  agreed-to  obligations  between 
agencies  and  the  church 


Health  care  called 
vital  arm  of  mission 


Bv  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  There’s  no  doubt  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  health  and 
welfare  ministries  are  a  vital  arm  of 
mission,  claim  many  of  the  church’s  top 
health  agency  officials. 

The  crunch  comes,  they  say.  in 
renewing  across  the  denomination  a 
commitment  to  a  “mission  that  must  be 
run  like  a  business”  —  and  an 
increasinglv-costlv  business  at  that. 

Renewed  commitment  must  begin  at 
the  annual  conference  level,  they 
maintain,  with  some  “serious  self- 
examination”:  a  comprehensive  health 
and  welfare  plan,  realistic  fund-raising 
programs,  stronger  links  with  both  their 
health  care  insitutions  and  local 
churches  —  and  perhaps  most 
importantly,  “an  appreciation  of  the 
great  work  they’re  already  doing." 

The  church  is  not  a  bottomless  pit  of 
financial  support,  admitted  officials  with 
whom  TM/UMR  talked  here  last  week  at 
the  UM  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Association  convention  (See  related 
story.)  And  agencies  must  share  the 
blame  when  a  financial  bind  comes. 
Cementing  church-agency  relationships 
and  good  money  management  are  two- 
way  streets. 

But  ways  can  and  must  be  found  to 
expand,  not  limit,  health  and  welfare 
ministries  because  "the  numbers  of 
persons  who  need  us  keep  increasing." 
Furthermore,  says  the  Rev.  John  A 
Murdoch,  who  heads  the  Division  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  church- 
related  institution  is  unique. 

In  the  first  place,  he  says,  “we  are 


Hospice  offers  support, 
not  ‘heroics’,  to  dying 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

GREEN  BAY.  Wis.  —  The  vision  of  a 
terminallv-ill  man  —  who  believed  that 
the  patient,  not  the  disease,  should  be  the 
focus  of  health  care  for  the  dying  —  has 
led  a  United  Methodist-related  hospital 
here  to  pioneer  one  of  the  nation’s  first 
complete  “hospices.” 

The  Carl  Kouba  Hospice,  which 
formally  opened  at  Beilin  Hospital  in 
November,  is  named  for  that  man.  Its 
purpose  is  to  provide  exactly  what  the 
word  “hospice”  means,  says  an 
administrator  there:  a  safe,  secure  place 
to  rest  on  the  way  to  one’s  home. 

What  the  dying  need.  Mr  Kouba 
reasoned,  is  not  "medical  heroics”  and  a 
gamut  of  life-support  systems,  but  rather 
the  love  and  support  of  persons  who  care 
And  the  former  chairman  of  the  Beilin 
Hospital  board  had  good  reason  to  know 
“how  little  we  were  doing.”  assistant 
administrator  Don  Gaetz  says:  Mr 
Kouba  was  himself  at  the  threshold  of 
death  four  times  with  cancer  and  heart 
disease 

The  new-  hospice  —  admittedly  still  at 
the  “fine-tuning"  stage  —  is  an  effort  to 
meet  the  social,  spiritual,  financial  and 
physical  needs  of  the  dying  patient, 
according  to  Mr.  Gaetz.  Its  care-package 
is  three-fold:  (l)a  10-bed  in-patient 
hospice  unit  which  cares  for  the  dying 
without  resort  to  those  “medical 
heroics."  (2)  a  home-care  program 
staffed  by  a  nurse,  physician  and  social 
worker  which  permits  the  patient  the 
freedom  to  go  home:  (3)  bereavement 
counseling  for  the  family  as  long  as 
necessary  after  a  death. 

Admission  to  the  hospice  follows  an 
agreement  by  patient,  physician,  and 
frequently  a  pastor,  that  prolonging  life 
at  any  cost  is  not  the  goal.  All  agree  that 
there  will  be  no  “eleventh  hour” 
chemotherapy,  surgical  intervention  or 
other  artificial  means  used. 

Instead,  Mr.  Gaetz  says,  the  hospice 
staff  of  medical,  social  and  pastoral 
personnel  makes  every  effort  to  keep  the 
patient  pain-free  and  minister  to  his/her 
other  needs.  That  means,  he  notes,  that 
“we  hire  very  special  people  who  are 
concerned  and  are  good  listeners." 

He  estimates  that  the  actual  cost  to  a 


hospice  patient  is  40-50  percent  less  than 
that  of  regular  hospital  patient  care  — 
since  “when  you  eliminate  the  artificial 
systems,  you  eliminate  a  lot  of  the  cost.” 

Acceptance  by  the  public  has  come 
faster  than  expected.  Mr.  Gaetz  says. 
Hospice  officials  were  told  it  would  take 
two  years  to  be  50  percent  full,  but  after 
five  months  the  hospice  is  already  at  that 
percent  and  growing.  “It’s  harder  to  get 
accepted  by  the  health  care 
professionals.”  he  admits. 

One  reason,  he  thinks,  is  that  “we’ve 
always  judged  success  in  health  care  by 
the  numbers  of  people  who  walk  out  the 
door  We’ve  been  insulted  when  someone 
had  the  bold-faced  audacity  to  die.” 

At  the  Kouba  Hospice,  he  maintains, 
focus  has  shifted  to  the  “quality  of  life” 
for  the  person  who’s  dying  —  a  focus  he 
hopes  the  United  Methodist  Church  will 
begin  to  see  as  ministry  to  “one  of  the 
least  of  these,  our  brothers.  ” 


serving  persons  no  one  else  serves.  There 
is  no  such  ‘animal’  as  a  government- 
owned  home  for  the  aged,  for  example  " 
Also,  the  church  is  not  just  running  a 
business  —  “we  are  a  healing 
community,  and  that  is  just  as  important 
for  the  persons  giving  care  as  the  persons 
receiving  care.” 

Problems  outlined 
Admittedly  there  have  been  problems 
in  some  annual  conferences,  says  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Smart,  of  Southwestern  Ohio 
Senior  Services.  Cincinnati,  newly- 
elected  president  of  the  association. 

1 )  Some  conferences  originally  were  told 
“if  you  establish  a  retirement  home  it 
won’t  cost  you  anything  in  the  future  — 
and  this  has  come  back  to  haunt  them." 

2)  Some  agencies  don’t  take  seriously 
their  responsibility  to  care  for  the 
indigent.  While  it’s  true  that  even 
wealthy  persons  can  be  “in  need.”  and 
must  be  served,  the  church  agency  must 
diversify  to  include  more  persons  who 
are  economically  in  need  3)  Sometimes 
agencies  have  kept  problems  to 
themselves  which  should  have  been 
shared  with  annual  conferences  earlier. 

That’s  true,  but  not  only  problems 
should  be  shared,  says  Dr.  Murdoch. 
Health  and  welfare  ministries,  including 
new  and  creative  ones,  are  taking  place 
across  the  church  that  people  need  to  be 
aware  of  and  take  credit  for.  he  says. 
Wholistic  health  centers  —  which  care 
for  the  physical,  spiritual  and  social 
needs  of  persons  and  families  —  local 
church  health  education  programs,  and 
health  care  institution  programs  which 
reach  out  to  whole  communities  are 
increasing  rapidly,  he  maintains. 
Stronger  communications  links  —  and 
greater  visibility  —  are  needed,  to  spread 
the  word  both  to  those  needing  care  and 
those  who  can  give  it. 

Church-agency  ties  seen  vital 

To  one  administrator  of  a  historically- 
solvent  retirement  home,  there  is  no 
substitute  for  a  strong  ongoing  tie 
between  the  church  and  its  institutions. 
“By  and  large,  the  institutions  which 
have  had  that  tie  are  in  the  best  shape 
today."  says  Charles  Dilgard,  adminis¬ 
trator  of  the  Otterbein  Home.  Lebanon. 
Ohio.  No  matter  who’s  to  blame,  Mr. 
Dilgard  says,  if  church  and  institution 
have  gone  their  separate  ways,  “it  just 
doesn’t  work  to  turn  to  the  church  when 
vou  get  into  financial  trouble.” 

Mr  Dilgard  has  just  written  a  book, 
published  by  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division,  called  “Financial 
Management  Guide  for  Non-Profit 
Homes  for  the  Aging.”  While  his  own 
skills  are  in  business  administration,  he 
told  TM/UMR,  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  a 
finance  expert  to  administer  a  church-re¬ 
lated  institution.  It  is  necessary, 
however,  for  any  administrator  to 
complement  his/her  own  skills  —  and  if 
that  means  hiring  a  strong  finance 
staff  person,  that  should  be  done. 
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BALTIMORE  —  Mrs.  Violet  Clawson,  second  vice-president,  helps  a  child 
discover  a  new  toy  provided  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Board  of  Child  Care  for 
children  in  the  board’s  foster  care  program.  The  auxiliary,  with  over  1,000 
members,  was  recently  named  the  top  volunteer  group  among  some  275  United 
Methodist  child  care  agencies,  hospitals  and  homes  for  the  aging  in  the  I’.S. 
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1  op  volunteer  group 
gives  hours  to  children 


BALTIMORE  —  Four  thousand 
members  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of 
the  Baltimore  Conference  Board  of 
Child  Care  belong  to  the  top  volunteer 
group  among  United  Methodist  care 
agencies. 

The  award  by  the  UMC’s  National 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries,  was  presented  to  the 
volunteer  group  in  Dallas  last  week. 

Organized  in  each  of  the  10  districts 
in  the  Baltimore  conference,  the 
members  of  the  auxiliary  annually 
contribute  thousands  of  hours  of 
service  to  the  lives  of  children  in 
residential  care  and  foster  homes 
administered  by  the  Board  of  Child 
Care. 


Last  year  the  auxiliary  contributed 
$15,000  to  the  annual  operating  budget 
of  the  board.  But  their  activities  go 
beyond  fund  raising.  They  welcome 
each  new  child  at'  the  center  with  a 
packet  of  needed  personal  items,  for 
example.  Christmas  gifts  are 
provided  to  over  50  children  at  the 
residential  child  care  center  and  the 
women  sponsor  a  gala  Christmas 
party  for  the  youth  of  the  center. 

By  collecting  4.2  million  trading 
stamps  the  auxiliary  purchased  a  new 
van  for  transporting  youngsters. 

This  story  first  appeared  in  the 
Circuit  Rider,  the  Baltimore  Confer¬ 
ence  Edition  of  the  Texas  Methodist/ 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


Dialogue  with  inmates 
aims  at  deterring  crime 


NEW  YORK  —  “If  you  do  not  want  to 
be  told  what  to  do  and  when  to  do  it  and 
you  want  some  control  of  your  life,  you  do 
not  want  prison.” 

So  said  Calvin  Hudson,  an  inmate  of 
the  Green  Haven  Correctional  Facility  in 
Storm ville,  N  Y.,  to  a  group  of  New  York 
City  teenagers  and  others  at  the  state 
prison. 

About  25  teenagers,  parents  of 
teenagers  and  community  leaders  are 
participating  with  prison  inmates  in  a 
new  dialogue  program  sponsored  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

According  to  Gerterlyn  O.  Dozier,  staff 
director,  the  program  is  intended  to 
discourage  the  young  people  from 
becoming  involved  in  criminal  activity 
by  exposing  them  to  the  hardships  of 
prison  life  It  is  also  hoped  that  both  the 
young  people  and  the  adults  will  become 
advocates  for  prison  reform  in  their 
communities,  she  said. 

The  program  is  being  conducted  by  the 
council’s  Division  of  Church  and  Society 
in  cooperation  with  the  Crusaders,  an 
inmate  crime-prevention  organization 
sponsored  by  the  prison’s  Protestant 
office. 

In  a  second  dialogue  in  a  projected 
series  of  four,  the  inmates  gave  a  candid, 
frequently  even  brutal,  description  of 
prison  conditions. 

They  told  of  the  regimentation,  the 
estrangement  from  family  and  friends, 
the  complete  deprivation  of  privacy,  the 
sexual  advances  by  other  inmates  and 


the  constant  fear  of  physical  assault 
from  both  guards  and  inmates. 

“There  was  a  time  I  looked  at  bums 
and  winos  in  the  street  and  thought.  Td 
rather  take  a  chance  at  stealing 
something  and  getting  caught  than  be 
like  them.'  ’ ’  said  Hudson.  "But  now  I  see 
they  have  more  than  I  have  because 
they’re  free.’’ 

Hudson,  who  is  serving  a  natural-life 
sentence  for  the  killing  of  a  policeman  in 
the  course  of  a  robbery,  said.  “Some 
youngsters  think  this  couldn’t  happen  to 
them.  But  the  prisons  are  full  of  guys 
saying.  ’If  I  hadn’t  made  a  certain  move 
at  a  certain  time  .  .  .  if .  .  Jf .  .  ” 

Another  inmate.  Harold  Epps,  told  the 
group.  "Until  you  hear  the  doors  shut 
behind  you,  until  you  lie  in  bed  by 
yourself  and  wonder  if  anyone  out  there 
is  concerned,  you  don’t  know  what  prison 
is.” 

"One  thing  prison  does  to  a  man  is  to 
rob  him  of  himself."  he  said.  "Whether 
you  want  to  admit  it  or  not.  a  part  of  you 
is  dead  inside.” 

“The  greatest  imprisonment  is  the 
imprisonment  of  the  mind,"  Epps  said. 
“The  recidivism  rate  is  so  high  because 
brothers  come  in  here  with  nothing  on 
their  minds  and  leave  here  with  nothing 
on  their  minds." 

Other  inmates  also  stressed  the 
psychological  effects  of  imprisonment 
and  pointed  out  that  not  all  prisoners 
regret  their  situation.  The  great  majority 
intend  to  go  back  out  and  commit  crimes. 
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Really  see  the  "inside"  of  Alaska!  We  visit 
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bue.  above  the  Arctic  Circle,  seeing  Eskimos 
in  their  real  environment.  Also,  an  invigorating 
4-day  cruise  along  the  Inside  Passage. 
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weeks  by  surface,  visiting  Glacier  National 
Park,  Vancouver  and  Victoria  —  plus  a  7-day 
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Juneau,  Glacier  Bay,  Skagway  and  Trail  of 
’98,  plus  the  Canadian  Rockies,  staying  at  the 
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Lake  Louise. 
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Massive  UMC  study  given  green  light 

$584^000  research  project  okayed  by  coordinating  agency 


By  BUD  HER HON 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON  —  The  design  and  proposed 
method  of  funding  a  seven-year  study  of 
United  Methodism’s  past,  present  and 
possible  futures  was  given  the  green  light 
here  March  16  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  ( GCOM ) 

Projected  cost  of  the  multi-faceted 
research  program  was  set  at  $584,000  and 
an  immediate  budget  of  $106,000  was 
approved.  Of  that  amount.  $30,000  will 
come  from  GCOM  funds  and  $76,000  will 
be  requested  from  the  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA). 

The  project  —  referred  to  by  GCOM 


staff  as  "one  of  the  most  significant 
research  programs  ever  undertaken"  bv 
the  UMC  —  plans  to  study  virtually  ail 
major  facets  of  the  denomination’s  "life 
and  mission."  culminating  in  the 
publication  of  a  final  document  by  1983. 
on  the  eve  of  the  UMC’s  bicentennial 
year. 

Purpose  of  the  project,  according  to 
GCOM.  is  to  “provide  information  and 
reflection  to  assist  the  entire 
denomination  to  engage  in  formal 
discussion  about  its  life  and  mission  and 
reestablish  its  identity  and  purpose 
under  God’s  call  for  its  third  century  of 
ministry." 

Initial  funding  will  go  for  the  following 


areas  of  study: 

•  Research  on  characteristics  and 
trends  of  the  population.  An  analysis  of 
"the  relationship  of  trends  within  the 
church  to  corresponding  attributes  of  the 
society."  Cost:  $26,000 

•  Opinions  of  church  leaders.  A  study 
of  the  “attitudes  and  perceptions  of 
church  leaders  (UMC  and  others)  in 
order  to  gain  a  consensus  of  informed 
judgment  regarding  the  trends  and 
issues  of  the  future  and  their  relationship 
to  the  UMC.”  Cost:  $11,000. 

•  Study  of  other  denominations.  A 
project  to  determine  how  other 
denominations  operate  in  their  “life  and 
ministry’’  and  learn  possible 


Executive  sees  hope 

Membership  losses  ending? 


DAYTON  (UMC)  -  United  Methodists 
in  the  U.S.,  and  to  some  extent 
Methodists  around  the  world,  who  have 
faced  declining  membership  in  recent 
years,  are  given  a  few  tentative,  cautious 
rays  of  hope  by  evangelism  specialists. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  lost  one 
million  members  in  the  last  12-13  years, 
but  “modest  evidence  suggests  that 
United  Methodism  has  ‘bottomed  out’ 
and  has  at  least  begun  an  historic 
turnaround  of  a  once-great 
denomination."  says  the  Rev.  George  G. 
Hunter  III  in  the  March-April  issue  of 
The  Interpreter.  The  magazine  is  the 
program  journal  of  the  9.8  million- 
member  denomination. 

Dr.  Hunter,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  evangelism  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.  cites  as  evidence  of  a 
possible  turnaround  the  fact  that  in  1975 
United  Methodists  were  bringing  in  22 
new  professing  Christians  per  1.000 
members.  In  1972.  he  says,  the  number 
was  19  per  thousand.  The  1975  figure 
remains  well  below  the  38  new  professing 
Christians  brought  in  per  1.000  members 
in  1965. 

He  warns,  however,  that  “it  is  too  early 
to  rejoice,  because  some  of  the  renewed 
progress  in  evangelism  today  may  be 
illusory.  Some  who  are  ‘into  evangelism’ 
this  year  may  abandon  it  when  the  fad 
phase  ends.” 

Concludes  Dr.  Hunter:  “This  seems  to 
be  our  reasonable  hope:  by  around  1980 
our  net  losses  can  ‘bottom  out.’  By 
around  1985  United  Methodism  again  can 
be  a  contagious  evangelical  movement 
among  the  peoples  of  our  land.” 

Dr.  Hunter  is  joined  in  his  cautious 
optimism  by  other  church  executives 


who  are  among  writers  for  a  15-page 
section  on  United  Methodism’s  1977-80 
missional  priority  on  evangelism. 


Two  Texas 
conferences 
show  growth 

DALLAS  (UMN)  —  “A  turn  in  the 
right  direction’’  is  the  way  a  Dallas- 
Ft.  Worth  Area  official  described  the 
increases  in  membership  and 
finances  reported  for  1977  by  the 
Central  Texas  and  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference  representing 
270.000  United  Methodists  in  a  45 
county  area  of  the  state. 

William  T.  Stephenson,  administra¬ 
tive  assistant  to  the  resident  bishop, 
said  the  North  Texas  Conference  head¬ 
quartered  here  “showed  a  249  net 
member  increase  in  1977  for  the  first 
time  in  ten  years." 

“The  first  increase  in  13  years  was 
recorded  in  church  school 
membership,”  said  Dr.  Stephenson. 

The  Central  Texas  Conference 
headquartered  in  Ft.  Worth,  reported 
a  “membership  increase  for  the 
second  straight  year  with  840  net 
gain.” 

Per  capita  giving  increased  in  both 
conferences.  North  Texas  reported 
total  giving  for  all  causes  at 
$22,102,302,  representing  $148  per 
capita,  up  from  $128  in  1976.  Central 
Texas  gave  $14,919,111  for  all  causes 
with  a  $123  per  capita  giving  record  as 
opposed  to  $109  in  1976. 


Writing  about  the  program  called 
“Decision  Point:  Church  School,"  the 
Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  a  church 
school  development  executive,  says  most 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  are 
entering  the  program’s  second  year.  His 
assessment  is  that  “after  one  year  there 
are  new  signs  of  hope  as  pastors  report 
increased  interest  and  attendance." 

The  Rev.  Raoul  C.  Calkins, 
administrative  assistant  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  Evangelism 
Committee,  says  for  the  first  time  in 
many  years  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  persons  received  into  the 
membership  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
England.  He  also  notes  that  for  the  first 
time  in  two  decades  several  conferences 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  have  had 
increases  in  membership. 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Germany,  a  top 
executive  in  the  World  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  writes  that  in 
Korea  the  Methodist  Church  aims  to 
increase  church  membership  from  the. 
current  350,000  to  one  million  by  1984.  A 
“God  Power"  evangelism  program  is 
under  way  in  Liberia,  he  says,  and  in 
Singapore  a  youth  revival  has  been 
growing  since  1974. 

Evangelism  "is  high  on  the  priority  list 
in  many  of  the  churches  of  Africa.  Asia 
and  Latin  America  to  which  we  as  United 
Methodists  are  related  through  the  World 
Division,”  writes  Dr.  Germany. 


Wo  one  will  save  us  but  os, 
declares  black  minister 


From  UMC  releases 

JACKSON.  Miss.  (UMC)  -  Ethnic 
minority  local  churches  must  think 
seriously  about  “expecting  others  to  do 
for  us  what  we  are  not  willing  to  do  for 
ourselves.”  a  black  minister  admonished 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
(BMCR)  when  they  met  here  March  15- 
18. 

“No  one  will  save  us  but  us,”  declared 
the  Rev.  Maceo  D.  Pembroke,  pastor  of 
St.  Mark  UMC,  Chicago,  the  reelected 
chairperson  of  BMCR.  referring  to 
current  concern  over  lack  of  church-wide 
giving  to  the  ethnic  minority  local  church 
priority. 

Dr.  Pembroke  posed  the  question  “Is  it 
expecting  too  much  (full  priority 
funding),  when  we  refuse  to  ‘unself’  and 
do  for  ourselves?  How  many  of  our  ( own) 
local  churches  paid  in  full  (to)  the 
missional  priority  fund?” 

Urging  the  group  to  face  a  crisis  in 
black  leadership,  he  said  the  local  church 
is  the  answer  to  a  shortage  of  pastors  and 
full-time  Christian  leaders.  He  called  on 
them  to  “awaken  the  sleeping  giants”  in 
their  churches  and  get  the  church  laity, 
especially  men  and  youth,  involved. 

“Avoid  the  belief.”  he  said,  “that 
‘youth  are  the  church  for  tomorrow’  for 
they  are  ready  to  be  involved 
meaningfully  now.  The  chief  Bible 
carriers  and  students  of  the  Bible  today 
are  youth  .  .  .  We  must  remember  that 
Christianity  is  a  youth  movement." 

Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden,  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Area,  also  addressed  the  350 
participants.  To  recruit  ethnic  ministers 
and  layworkers.  he  said,  will  require 
"inspiration  from  the  pulpit  .  .  .  There 
are  too  many  lazy  preachers  who  are 

Bishop  says  Homes 
issue  is  ‘‘limitations’’ 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Charles  F  Golden  says 
his  denomination’s  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference  faces  the  question. 
“Should  we  discontinue  all  our  other 
ministries  in  order  to  address  the 
problems  of  Pacific  Homes?” 

The  episcopal  leader  pointed  out  that 
“since  1969  our  Conference  has  agreed  to 
guarantee  loans  totalling  $12  million  to 
help  meet  the  home  losses.  Last  year  we 
volunteered  to  raise  another  $9  million  to 
help  make  their  plan  work.  Since  that 
plan  failed,  all  of  the  residents  are  faced 
with  the  prospect  of  years  of  additional 
uncertainty.” 

According  to  Bishop  Golden,  “our- 
problem  is  one  of  limitations.  Can  we 
morally  abandon  our  commitments  to 
young  people,  poor  people,  tenant 
farmers  and  immigrants  in  order  to  fund 
the  debts  of  Pacific  Homes? 
Furthermore,  would  our  constituents  in 
local  churches  agree  to  abandon  all  these 
projects  in  order  to  provide  additional 
subsidies  to  the  homes?  ’’ 


alternatives  for  the  UMC.  Cost:  $19,000. 

•  Image  of  United  Methodism.  A  study 
to  try  to  determine  how  others  see  the 
UMC  and  how  United  Methodists  see  the 
UMC.  Cost:  $26,000. 

•  Christian  education.  A  study  of  the 
church  school  and  other  forms  of 
Christian  education.  Cost:  $30,000. 

•  Outreach  ministries.  A  study  of  the 
"definition,  role  and  inter-relationship  of 
missions  evangelism  and  social 
concerns  in  the  church."  Cost:  $30,000. 

The  project  will  be  managed  and 
coordinated  by  the  GCOM  staff  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
associate  general  secretary. 

Other  actions  taken  by  GCOM  during 
its  March  13-16  meeting  included  the 
following: 

Hispanic  literature 

A  task  force  was  organized  to  review 
and  study  the  denomination’s  local 
church  resources  available  in  Spanish 
for  its  350  Spanish-speaking 
congregations  in  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico. 

The  task  force  was  approved  on  the 
recommendation  of  35  representatives  to 
an  Hispanic  Literature  Consultation  held 
during  the  council  meeting  here. 

The  task  force  will: 

•  Review  the  effectiveness  of 
materials  available  to  the  Hispanic 
congregations. 

•  Make  recommendations  for 
preparing  and  distributing  materials  in 
Spanish. 

•  Study  sources  of  funding  for 
Hispanic  literature. 

•  Confer  with  the  U.M.  Publishing 
House  about  possible  cooperative  efforts. 

•  Work  with  committees  of  Hispanics 
from  each  general  agency  to  review 
materials. 

New  executive 

Edith  M  Goodwin,  former  staff 
member  of  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  (BHEM),  was 
elected  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  GCOM  March  15. 

A  diaconal  minister  associated  with 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference.  Ms. 
Goodwin  has  been  a  full-time  employe  of 
the  church  for  31  years.  Most  recently 
she  has  served  as  director  of  conference 
relations  for  BHEM. 


Advance  exec  charges 

Pastors  block  ethnic  funds 


interested  only  in  their  own  kingdoms 
and  there  is  no  place  for  that  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God.” 

During  a  business  session.  BMCR 
voted  to  support  full  voting  rights  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  a  measure  which 
has  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  is  now  before  the  Senate.  Its 
resolution  called  for  voting  rights  for 
"700,000  residents  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  70  percent  of  whom  are  black, 
who  have  been  denied  what  we  proclaim 
as  the  most  precious  right  of  citizens  .  .  . 
because  they  happen  to  live  in  a  Federal 
District.” 

Expelled  student 
returns  to  protest 
Davis  Cup  action 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  Rev. 
James  Lawson,  expelled  from 
Vanderbilt  University  in  1960  because  of 
his  civil  rights  activities,  returned  to  the 
campus  March  15  to  protest  racial 
policies  in  South  Africa. 

Attending  one  of  several  noon-time 
“Speakkmts  on  Apartheid,”  the  former 
Memphis  pastor  now  serving  a  church  in 
Los  Angeles,  said  South  Africa  could  not 
be  where  it  is  today  without  the  “export" 
of  racism  from  America.  The  “Speak- 
outs”  were  held  in  protest  of  Vanderbilt’s 
hosting  the  Davis  Cup  tennis  matches 
between  U.S.  and  South  African  teams. 

Dr.  Lawson  was  founder  of  the  Student 
Non-violent  Coordinating  Committee  and 
was  chairman  of  the  1968  sanitation 
strike  in  Memphis  which  was  being 
visited  by  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  at 
the  time  of  his  assassination.  The  first 
president  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal.  Dr.  Lawson  has  traveled  and 
studied  extensively  in  Africa.  He  has 
been  pastor  at  Holman  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles  since  leaving 
Memphis  in  1974. 

Dr.  Lawson  said  while  the  Davis  Cup 
protests  are  important  in  focusing 
attention  on  racial  oppression  in  South 
Africa,  “it  is  also  a  symbol  of  the  need  for 
all  of  us  in  the  U.S.  to  demonstrate  to  our 
own  government  that  our  policies  in 
Africa  must  change.  The  military- 
industrial  complex  must  not  dictate  the 
terms  of  our  policies  in  Africa  or 
elsewhere." 

A  large  number  of  individuals, 
including  faculty  members  of  the 
divinity  school  and  local  pastors, 
unsuccessfully  attempted  to  get  the 
university  to  withdraw  its  invitation  to 
the  matches,  saying  it  would  indirectly 
put  the  school’s  stamp  of  approval  on 
South  Africa’s  oppressive  racial  policies. 

Vanderbilt  was  originally  a  Methodist- 
related  school  but  disaffiliated  in  1914 
and  operates  today  as  a  private 
institution. 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON  —  Voluntary  fund  raising  for 
United  Methodism’s  priority  on  the 
ethnic  minority  local  churches  has  been 
poor  because  pastors  have  not  chosen  to 
tell  their  congregations  about  the 
priority. 

That  was  the  assessment  of  the  head  of 
the  UMC’s  Advance  Special  (second-mile 
giving)  program  to  members  of  the 
Advance  Committee  here  March  14. 

The  Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker,  director  of 
the  Advance,  said  only  about  1.000  of  the 
denomination’s  39,000  local 
congregations  responded  to  the  ethnic 
church  priority  in  1977. 

“In  marketing  terms,  it  would  be  said 
that  it  was  not  that  the  product  was  tried 
by  the  consumer  and  rejected,  but  that 
the  consumer  has  never  heard  about  the 
product.”  Mr.  Walker  said.  He  said  there 
has  been  a  break-down  in  the 
connectional  system  largely  “at  the  desk 
of  local  pastors.” 

He  charged  that  local  pastors  seem  to 
think  they  "have  a  legitimate  right  to 
block  such  programs  from  consideration 
by  their  congregations”  simply  because 
the  program  is  “not  their  thing.” 

“Our  concept  of  connectionalism  is 
breaking  down  at  precisely  this  point.” 
he  said.  “The  result  will  not  be  a  move 
toward  Congregationalism,  since  it  is  the 
congregation  which  is  now  being 
deprived  of  the  right  to  make  decisions. 
The  result  could  well  be  a  new  and 
debilitating  form  of  clericalism  that  will 
lack  the  strengths  (of  either  of  the  other 
systems).” 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  does  not  advocate  a 
"regimented,  meekly  obedient  clergy" 
but  rather,  pastors  who  give  their 


congregations  the  right  to  decide  what 
they  will  support. 

He  said  that  unless  the  church  “defines 
what  minimal  professional 
responsibilities  are  expected  of  its 
clergy."  it  cannot  speak  realistically 
about  missional  priorities. 


iTRANGE 
FACTS 
ABOUT  DEATH 


Webb  Garrison  com¬ 
bines  lore  and  folklore  in 
these  interesting,  odd,  bi¬ 
zarre,  and  even  funny  facts 
about  death.  He  also 
presents  notable 
epitaphs. 

150  brief 
pieces 
in  all. 

Bibliog¬ 
raphy, 
index, 
line 
illus¬ 
trations. 

$6.95 


“WE  HAVE  FOUND 
A  TINY  BLESSING” 


Each  birth  is  a  miracle.  This  tiny 
baby  was  abandoned  at  birth  by  her 
mother  who  quietly  disappeared, 
leaving  SOO  KYUNG  on  a  sidewalk 
in  Pusan.  Korea.  The  police  brought 
her  to  our  orphanage  where  she  is 
receiving  good  care,  but  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.  is  seeking 
someone  to  provide  her  daily  needs. 

You  could  help  Soo  Kyung  by 
becoming  her  sponsor  and  would 
receive  her  photo,  address,  case 
history  plus  description  of  Little 
Flower  Orphanage.  No  one  else 
would  be  assigned  "your"  child.  You 
can  write  the  child  and  if  the  child  is 
too  young  to  reply,  the 
superintendent  of  the  orphanage  will 
write  in  her  behalf.  Older  children 
correspond  with  the  sponsors  and  a 
good  one-to-one  relationship  exists 
between  sponsor  and  child. 

The  fee?  Only  $10  a  month  and  86.7 
percent  of  all  funds  received  in  1977 
were  sent  on  for  the  children’s 
benefit. 

WCI.  founded  in  1965,  is  a  Christian 
organization  caring  for  children  in 
12  countries,  feeding  them  with  food 
for  both  body  and  spirit.  The 
corporation  is  U.S.  government 
approved  so  all  donations  are  tax 
deductible. 

Won’t  you  take  this  tiny  blessing. 
Soo  Kyung.  into  your  heart?  Or 
perhaps  you  would  like  an  older 
child,  for  we  have  hundreds 
available  for  sponsorship.  Kindly 
write: 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  where 

the  need  is  greatest - 

I  prefer  a  chiltfTh _ — — 

Enclosed  is  fjayment  for  first 

month  _  .  jm - - - - 

For  full  year - — 


- - 

Write  to:  Mrs  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Director.  P.O. 
Box  2979.  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33880.  _ 


The  mortgage  was  burned 


The  big  moment  came 


to  Sevier  Memorial  UMC 


Back  Row:  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway.  Bishop  Shamblin,  Rev.  Ed  House  and  Mr. 
McKeithen 

Front  Row:  Rev.  Jerry  Means,  Mr.  E.  E.  Wallace,  Mr.  J.  T.  Jacobs  and  Rev.  Art 
Baker. 


On  February  19,  1978,  three  years 
ahead  of  a  seventeen  year  payment  plan. 
Bishop  Shamblin,  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway 
and  former  pastors  and  friends  came  for 
the  celebration  and  dedication  of  the 
church. 

The  host  pastor,  Edwin  H.  House,  Jr. 
directed  the  service  which  concluded 
with  the  mortgage  burning  by  Mr.  E.  E. 
Wallace,  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  J.  T. 
Jacobs.  Former  pastors,  Reverends 
McKeithen,  Means,  Baker,  and  Howes 
assisted  in  the  worship  service.  Four 
layment,  Mr.  J.  R.  Sewell,  Mr.  Wayne 
Branton,  Mr.  Marion  Barnette,  and  Mrs. 
Victor  Cross  read  scriptures.  Bishop  J. 


Kenneth  Shamblin  preached  on  ‘What 
Do  These  Stones  Mean?”  He  accepted 
the  building  from  Board  Chairman 
William  H.  Rucher,  heard  the  church 
name  given  by  Mrs.  Don  Ater,  Sr., 
Chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  dedicated  the  building  to  God’s 
Glory.  District  Superintendent  J.  J. 
Caraway,  whose  father  was  the  pastor  in 
1924  when  the  old  church  was  built,  led 
the  dedicatory  prayer.  The  choir 
presented  “Creation”  by  Hayden. 

Mrs.  Shamblin,  Mrs.  Caraway,  Mrs. 
McKeithen,  Mrs.  Means,  Mrs.  Baker, 
and  Mrs.  Howes,  also  attended. 

It  was  a  great  day! 


Confirmation  class 


The  Confirmation  Class 
of  24  sixth  and  seventh 
graders  of  University 
*  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  was 
confirmed  and  received 
into  church  membership 
Palm  Sunday.  The 
highlight  of  their  six  week’s 
training  was  Saturday, 
March  18,  when  they 
travelled  to  New  Orleans  to 
meet  Bishop  Shamblin  and 
visit  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center  and  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital. 

On  other  years  these 
confirmation  classes  have 
visited  Lafon  Home,  Dillard  University,  People’s  Community  Center  and  Sager- 
Brown  School  for  Children  in  Baldwin. 

Dr.  Smith  said,  “We  do  everything  we  can  to  help  the  young  people  see  that  the 
Church  is  far  more  than  just  a  place  to  come  for  worship  and  study.  Visiting 
missionaries,  institutional  representatives  and  local  church  leaders  have  also 
visited  the  class  through  the  years.  There  are  very  few  pastoral  functions  more 
important  and  more  rewarding  than  teaching  confirmation  classes  each  year." 


and  Mrs.  Earl  Levingston;  Patrick  Pannia  —  1st  runner-up,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Earl  Pannia ;  Queen  —  Blanche  Thomas  and  Bruce  Thomas,  5th  runner-up  daughter 
and  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ulysses  Thomas;  Mrs.  Anita  H.  Crump,  Scholarship 
Chairman.  Back  row  is  Rev.  MaxR.  Butler.  Minister. 

Not  pictured  are:  2nd  runner-up.  Deidre  Small,  granddaughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shadrick  Small  and  4th  runner-up  Tricia  Wren,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Wren. 


Philips  Memorial  UMC  celebrated  a 
record  breaking  worship  service  on  the 
occasion  of  its  73rd  Homecoming 
observance. 

The  speaker  for  this  celebration  was 
Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris,  Chaplain  Dillard 
University  using  the  subject  “Christians 
Committed  to  Christ.  ” 

A  special  processional  was  held  with 
the  presentation  of  the  1977-78  King, 
Master  Bruce  Thomas,  and  the  First 
Runner-up  Rev.  Max  R.  Butler, 
Minister.  The  King  was  crowned  by  Mrs. 
Irene  Bowman,  1976  Queen  of 
Homecoming,  and  aunt  of  Bruce 
Thomas.  Master  Thomas  and  Rev. 
Butler  were  presented  engraved  plaques. 

Solos  were  rendered  by  Mrs.  Marva 
Jones  of  New  Zion  Baptist  Church  and 
Mrs.  Julie  Humbles  of  Pure  Light  Baptist 
Church. 

Receiving  unusual  trophies  with  the 
United  Methodist  insignia  for  their  work 
were:  Miss  Margaret  Scott,  Co- 
Chairman,  Mesdames  Hazel  Alexandria, 
Anita  Crump,  Rose  Goings,  Agnes 
Gordon,  Georgia  Jackson,  Melvin  Jones, 


Mae  Margaret  Kennedy,  Willie  Mae 
Overton,  Florence  Pearson,  Clara  Small, 
Eva  Stringer,  Edna  Wheeler  and  Miss 
Carrie  Russell. 

The  captains,  headed  by  Mrs.  Helen 
Thomas  secured  pledges  from  the 
members  and  the  Century  Club,  Mr. 
Leroy  Crump,  Chairman  reported  $1700 
from  seventeen  donors. 

The  Century  Club  members  are  Allen 
Bean,  Max  R.  Butler,  Leroy  Crump, 
Williams  Harris,  Sr.,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Lowney  Washington  and  Mesdames 
Wilhelmina  Bean,  Irene  Bowman,  Leona 
Butler,  Mary  Carney,  Anita  H.  Crump, 
Agnes  Gordon,  Marion  Rabb,  Clara 
Small,  Rosemary  Smith,  Miss  Margaret 
Scott,  and  Mrs.  Helen  Thomas. 

The  total  receipts  for  the  73rd 
Homecoming-Founders’  Day  was 
$7,300.00.  This  was  the  largest  amount 
raised  in  the  history  of  Philips  Memorial 
United  Church. 

A  reception  followed  in  the  Educational 
Building  which  was  beautifully  decor¬ 
ated  by  the  Youth.  Miss  Delecia  Smith 
was  Chairman  of  the  reception. 

Mr.  Leroy  Crump 


The  Sixth  Annual  Arts 
Festival  in  the  First  UMC. 
Lake  Charles  with  Mrs.  Ed 
Steiner,  Director,  featured 
over  150  pieces  of  sculpture, 
paintings  and  photography. 


Pictured  are  D.  L.  McGuire,  Pastor  of  Broadmoor,  Miss  Kristi  Mays,  Mrs.  Avera 
Mays  and  Mr.  Avera  Mays. 

Mr.  Mays  is  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  Broadmoor  UMC.  Baton 
Rouge  and  is  shown  presenting  the  pastor  a  check  in  the  amount  of  ten  thousand 
($10,000)  dollars  to  be  sent  to  the  Conference  Treasurer  for  the  special,  one-time 
contribution  to  Centenary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mays  are  also  contributing  a  prospective 
student  to  Centenary.  Kristi  has  applied  for  admission  to  Centenary  for  the  fall  of 
1978,  following  her  spring  graduation  from  Broadmoor  High  School  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Centenary  Scholarship  funded  by  St.  Paul  CMC 


The  members  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Fellowship  in  Monroe 
have  approved  a  full-tuition  scholarship 
for  a  student  to  attend  Centenary  for  a 
four-year  term.  The  approval  was  made 
at  a  meeting  of  the  group  on  March  10. 

The  scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  a 
student  from  St.  Paul’s  Church  and  will 
be  renewable  for  four  years  if  the  studenf 
remains  in  good  academic  standing  and 
is  a  full-time  student. 

Reverend  Stone  Caraway,  pastor  of  the 
Church,  and  Delton  Hearn,  president  of 
the  Men's  Fellowship  said  that  at  least  a 
part  of  the  inspiration  for  their  action 
came  from  an  address  made  by 
Centenary  President  Donald  A.  Webb  at 
the  Annual  Conference  meeting  last 
summer. 

Other  church  members  who  were 
instrumental  in  setting  up  the 


scholarship  fund  are  James  Hawkins, 
chairman  of  the  scholarship  committee; 
Ronnie  Shelby,  treasurer;  and 
scholarship  members  Bill  Reed,  Ray 
Baxter,  Keith  Merrill  and  Pastor 
Caraway. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  scholarship,  a 
student  must  be  a  member  of  St.  Paul's 
Church,  have  a  minimum  2.5  high  school 
average  and  an  ACT  score  acceptable  to 
Centenary  College.  Financial  need  will 
be  used  as  a  criteria  when  all  other 
qualifications  are  equal. 

Death 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Shamblin,  84,  mother  of  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  were  held  at  Central 
United  Methodist  Church,  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas,  Monday.  March  27  at  1:30p.m. 


Miss  Demetrius  Poche,  Freshman; 
Southwestern  Louisiana  University, 
Lafayette,  LA.  Miss  Donna  Cole, 
Sophmore;  Dillard  University,  New 
Orleans,  LA.  Miss  Donna  Cole, 
Sophmore;  Dillard  University,  New 
Orleans,  LA.  Mr.  Dewayne  Pannia, 
Freshman;  Miss  Gail  Wells,  Sophmore; 
and  Miss  Gail  Wren,  Sophmore,  and  Miss 
Vondel  Smith,  Freshman;  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  LA.  Miss  Sherry 
Ann  Williams,  Junior?  Xavier  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  Orleans,  LA.  Each  recipient 
has  received  from  $200.00  to  $800.00  dur¬ 
ing  a  two-year  period. 

The  finances  for  this  fund  have  come 
from  the  230  members,  some  of  whom 
have  paid  individually  or  assisted  in  the 
financial  programs,  one  of  which  was  a 
Bicentennial  Queen,  Vondel  Smith  and 
Court  and  the  Pre-teen  Queen  Blanche 
Thomas  and  Court  and  some  proceeds 
from  the  HOMECOMING  PROGRAMS. 

The  Scholarship  committee  were:  Mrs. 
Anita  H.  Crump,  Chairman;  Mesdames 
Wilhelina  Bean,  Irene  Bowman,  Leona 
Butler,  Addie  Fields,  Evelyn  Lewis, 
Rosemary  St.  Cyr  Smith,  Eva  Stringer, 
Mary  Wren  and  Mr.  Leroy  Crump. 


Philips  Memorial  UMC  can  boast  of 
awarding  $4,600  in  scholarship  aid  to  its 
college  youth  for  the  school  years  1976-77 
and  1977-78: 

Miss  Angela  Bowman,  Sophmore; 


OUTSTANDING  LAYMAN:  Pictured 
receiving  his  engraved  plaque  as 
Outstanding  Layman  at  Philips 
Memorial  UMC  is  Mr.  Leroy  Crump, 
homecoming  chairman  and  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Rev.  Max 
R.  Butler,  his  pastor. 
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JNew  orders  of  worship 
may  aid  renewal 

An  Editorial 
By  RAY  BRANTON 

Quietly,  new  alternative  orders  for  public  worship  have  been  released  for  Sunday 
worship,  for  baptism,  confirmation  and  renewal,  and  for  special  occasions.  A 
project  of  the  Section  on  Worship  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  these  items  are  the 
first  three  of  a  series  of  fifteen  publications  to  appear  between  now  and  1981. 
Together,  these  items  offer  a  significant  advance  over  most  of  the  orders  of  worship 
in  use  up  to  this  time. 

The  most  important  items  to  date  are  the  orders  for  Sunday  worship  and  for 
baptism,  confirmation  and  renewal.  Historically,  they  are  older  than  those  in 
current  use,  since  they  are  based  on  research  into  the  worship  life  of  the  church  in 
the  second,  third  and  fourth  centuries.  This  means  they  come  from  an  era  much 
closer  to  the  ministry  of  Jesus.  Moreover,  because  all  Christians  share  this  period  of 
early  church  history,  these  orders  are  more  ecumenical. 

Explanatory  notes  which  accompany  the  new  rituals  are  among  the  most  helpful 
in  print,  both  for  the  information  of  the  worship  leader  and  for  the  instruction  of 
youth  and  adults. 

The  orders  are  greatly  simplified.  There  is  one  order  for  Sunday  worship  —  with 
communion  or  without.  This  clarifies  the  basic  continuity  in  what  we  do  at  Sunday 
worship,  whether  we  celebrate  Holy  Communion  or  not.  Moreover,  there  is  a  new, 
comprehensive  three-year  lectionary  which  is  a  substantial  improvement  over  the 
iectionary  in  the  Book  of  Hymns.  Preachers  will  be  interested  to  know  that  a  series 
of  booklets,  called  Proclamation,  is  now  available  to  aid  preaching  the  texts  found  in 
the  new  lectionary. 

The  Service  of  Baptism,  Confirmation  and  Renewal  offers  one  order  for  baptism 
of  infants,  youth  and  adults.  The  same  service  is  also  used  for  confirmation.  This 
versatile  ritual  also  provides  for  an  act  of  renewal  of  baptism,  which  is  much  to  be 
preferred  to  the  so-called  rebaptism  sometimes  requested  by  persons  originally 
baptized  as  infants. 

Ritual  in  a  New  Day,  which  offers  services  for  several  special  occasions,  is  the 
most  experimental  and  controversial  of  the  three.  Because  it  breaks  new  ground, 
some  of  its  contents  may  become  widely  used,  while  other  parts  may  be  ignored  and 
forgotten.  Included  are  rituals  for  footwashing,  naming,  ritual  with  the  dying, 
rituals  with  the  divorced,  and  rituals  for  endings  and  beginnings.  Of  these,  I  find  the 
rituals  for  beginnings  and  endings  and  the  ritual  with  the  dying  to  be  the  ones  I 
would  be  most  inclined  to  use. 

Any  of  these  items  may  be  ordered  from  the  Council  on  Ministries  or  Cokesbury.  If 
widely  studied  and  used,  they  could  contribute  to  significant  growth  in  the  quality  of 
our  public  worship.  These  three  booklets,  and  the  twelve  more  to  come,  should  be 
purchased,  studied,  and,  in  most  cases,  used  frequently  in  our  churches. 
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Happenings 

April,  May,  June 


April 

02  Correction  Reform  Sunday  ( LIC) 

04  Curriculum  Workshops  —  First  UM'  Baton  Rouge 
04-05  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 

06  Curriculum  Workshop  First  UMC,  Lafayette 
07-08  Black  Theology  Seminar  —  Perkins  School  of  Theology -SMU 
07-08  Junior  High  Spring  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
07-08  Senior  Day,  B.R.  with  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry 
08  Board  of  Laity 

09-10  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry,  Plymouth  Park  UMC,  Irving,  TX 

11- 13  Decision  Point:  Church  School  of  the  1980’s  (St.  Paul  School  of  Theology ) 
14-15  Keys  to  an  Effective  Caring  Fellowship,  i  Fort  Worth ) 

15  Leadership  Training  Event  ( Black  UM  Leaders  >  Houston,  TX 
15  Quest  Seminar  ( Peggy  Way,  leader 
17-20  Dogwood  Time  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  (Retreat  for  Retirees  > 

19  Full  Employment  Workshop  ( LIC ) 

April/May  Lab  Seminar  at  San  Antonio,  Texas 
May 

05  May  Fellowship  Day 
07-13  National  Family  Week 
14  Pentecost:  Methodist  Sunday 
21  Heritage  Sunday;  Trinity  Sunday 
May  30-June  2  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
June 

11  United  Methodist  Sunday  Day 

12- 16  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Missions  (UMW)  Mt.  Sequoyah 
19-22  Bishop’s  Week, 

Conference  District  Youth  Team  Training 
11-13  Youth  Convocation,  Camp  Brewer 
14-17  Youth  Assembly,  Dillard  University 

17  Ethnic  Minority  Convocation  on  the  Ministry 
24-25  Annual  Retreat,  United  Methodist  Men 
26-30  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
Local  Church  Training  —  Mt.  Sequoyah 


A  double  contribution  to  Centenary 


Alexandria  District  Conference 


District  ) Outli  Rally 


During  the  Alexandria 
District  Conference  Mrs.  L.  R. 
Rone,  on  behalf  of  the  District, 
presented  Mrs.  Jerome  Cain 
with  an  orchid  corsage  and  a 
dozen  red  roses  in 
appreciation  for  all  she  does  to 
help  her  husband  in  promoting 
and  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  district. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  was  the  inspirational  speaker  for  the  Alexandria 
District  conference  Sunday  afternoon  March  5th  held  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 

During  the  business  session  the  District  Youth  held  a  Rally  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 
At  4  P.M.  the  300  young  people  joined  the  Conference  session  in  the  Sanctuary  for 
Bishop  Shamblin  s  message.  The  bi-fold  doors  at  the  back  of  the  Sanctuary  had  to  be 
opened  and  chairs  brought  in  to  accommodate  the  congregation.  Special  music  was 
furnished  by  the  Choir  of  the  host  church. 


Kristen  Welch,  Nolley  Memorial  UMC,  Jena,  was 
Elected  Youth  Delegate  to  Annual  Conference,  by  the 
Alexandria  District  Conference.  Pamela  Combest, 
Asbury,  was  elected  alternate.  The  Older  Youth  delegate 
is  Jon  Tallifero,  Pineville  and  the  alternate  is  Zandy 
Ramsey,  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 

Officers  were  elected:  Lydia  Pryor,  Newman  Church, 
President;  Melainie  Aymond,  Oak  Grove  Church,  Vice- 
President;  Kathy  Kendrew,  Pollock  Church,  Secretary; 
John  Sewell,  Pineville  Church,  treasurer.  Elected  to  the  District  Youth  Team  were 
Angie  Box,  Oak  Grove,  (Natchitoches);  Angela  Leonda  Sykes,  Palestine;  Laura 
Thomae,  Jones ville,  Jerry  W.  Van  Hoosen,  Oak  Grove;  and  Vic  Vines,  Winnfield. 

Kent  Kilbourue  and  his  team  from  Shreveport  and  Jerry  Van  Hoosen  and  his 
clowns  were  on  the  youth  program. 


Philips  Memorial's  Homecoming  nets 
$7,300,  awards  $4,600  in  scholarships 


i 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


AW.V.V.SW.V.V.Y.S%%WMSSV.W  E(i /  tOVKl  Is 

Proposed  tax-credit  would  cost 
more  than  we  can  afford  to  pay 


In  these  times  of  shrinking  dollars  and 
escalating  taxes,  who  could  be  opposed  to 
federal  legislation  offering  a  tax-credit 
—  particularly  a  bill  which  purports  to 
offer  relief  to  parents  burdened  with  the 
costs  of  educating  their  children?  And  if 
that  same  bill  were  to  promise  aid  to 
financially-pressed  church-related 
schools,  it  seems  that  the  case  would  be 
sealed. 

The  Packwood/Moynihan  bill  (S.2142), 
which  is  expected  to  come  to  a  vote  in  the 
U.S.  Senate  sometime  in  April,  offers 
these  “gifts.”  It  would  provide:  (l)a  tax- 
credit  of  up  to  $500  to  parents  who  pay 
tuition  to  send  their  children  to  parochial 
and  other  non-public  elementary  and 
secondary  schools,  (2)  a  tax-credit  of 
$250  for  parents  who  pay  college  tuition 
for  their  children. 

Backers  of  the  bill  (which  lists  49 
“sponsors"  in  the  Senate)  say  the  tax 
credits  would  not  only  provide  relief  for 
parents  but  would  help  private  schools  — 
many  of  which  are  church-related. 

While  we  are  sympathetic  to  the  plight 
of  both  church-related  schools  and  the 
financial  strain  being  felt  by  many 
parents  who  choose  to  send  their  children 
to  these  schools,  we  believe  the  Pack¬ 
wood/Moynihan  bill  is  not  a  good  an¬ 
swer  to  the  problem.  Along  with  the 
precedented  and  much  needed  credit  for 
college  tuition,  the  bill  takes  an  unprece¬ 
dented  step  into  the  area  of  private  ele¬ 
mentary  and  secondary  education  —  an 
area  where  free  and  universal  public  edu¬ 
cation  has  historically  been  the  standard. 

We  oppose  this  second  step,  primarily 
for  two  reasons : 

•  We  believe  it  is  a  violation  of  the 
Constitutional  provision  for  the 
separation  of  church  and  state.  In 


essence,  a  tax-credit  for  private  school 
tuition  is.  in  the  case  of  parochial  schools, 
federal  support  of  church  institutions. 
Public  schools  are  already  provided  for 
our  nation’s  children.  While  parents  have 
the  right  to  choose  a  private  school  for 
their  children,  we  believe  persons 
making  that  decision  must  bear  its  cost. 

Once  the  federal  government  is 
allowed  to  hold  financial  sway  over 
church-related  institutions,  the  very 
foundation  of  religious  freedom  in 
America  is  endangered. 

•  We  believe  it  would  undermine  public 
education.  Such  subsidies  would 
encourage  parents  —  particularly 
middle-class  parents  —  to  take  their 
children  out  of  public  schools  in  favor  of 
private  institutions.  Already  staggering 
from  the  effects  of  “white  flight”  and 
private  schools  set  up  in  some  places  to 
avoid  integration,  public  schools  would 
be  further  harmed.  The  lower  classes, 
the  minorities  and  the  less  affluent  would 
be  left  to  a  large  degree  4  ‘segregated’  ’  in 
the  public  schools. 

In  the  long  run.  public  control  of 
education  would  stand  the  possibility  of 
falling  into  insignificance. 

We  hope  United  Methodists  across  the 
country  will  oppose  this  bill,  sponsored 
by  Senators  Bob  Packwood  (R-Ore. )  and 
Daniel  Patrick  Moynihan  (D-N.Y.).  We 
urge  you  to  write  your  representatives  in 
Congress  expressing  your  opinion  in  the 
matter. 

Considerable  support  for  the  bill  has 
been  and  is  being  expressed  from  church 
groups  whose  main  concern  is  for 
subsidies  to  their  parochial  schools.  We 
believe  it  is  time  that  the  rest  of  us  spoke 
out  against  this  legislation. 


One  nation,  under.. ..whom? 


Our  nation’s  Pledge  of  Allegiance 
speaks  of  “one  nation,  under  God,’’  but 
recent  statistics  about  what  American's 
say  with  their  wallets  gives  a  slightly 
different  picture. 

Of  the  money  spent  by  an  “average 
American’’  in  1977,  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Commerce  says  giving  to  “religion 
and  charities''  was  not  in  the  top  ten.  In 
fact,  Americans  spent  more  on  such 
items  as  alcohol  and  tobacco  than  they 
did  in  support  of  their  religious  beliefs. 

First  came  food  with  an  18.7  percent 
share  of  expenditures,  followed  by 
housing  at  15.2  percent  and  household 
operations  at  14.6  percent. 
Transportation  accounted  for  12.9 
percent,  medical  care  was  8.5  percent 
and  clothing  7.9  percent. 


Of  all  that  we  spent,  recreation  was 
next  at  6.8  percent  and  personal  business 
followed  at  5  percent.  Rounding  out  the 
“top  ten’’  were  alcoholic  beverages,  3.3 
percent,  and  tobacco  and  education, 
which  tied  for  tenth  with  1.5  percent. 

Religion  and  charity  was  in  13th  place, 
right  after  a  category  called  "personal 
care." 

We  are  not  sure  exactly  what  all  these 
statistics  prove.  But  it  seems  that  one 
observation  is  “for  sure:”  Persons  who 
define  the  mission  field  of  the  church  as 
being  “someplace  overseas  where  the 
heathen  have  not  heard  of  Jesus  Christ” 
might  do  well  to  look  around  their  own 
neighborhood  or  even  their  own  homes. 
Someone,  right  here  in  that  “one  nation, 
under  God,  ”  has  been  missing  the  point. 


Here  I  Stand 

Couples  in  ministry  are  not 
always  ‘clergy  couples’ 


By  HANK  ZIMMERMAN 

Please  don’t  call  me  a  "solo- 
minister  ! ' '  The  term  “clergy  couple' '  is  a 
neat,  concise  and  euphonious  designation 
for  a  style  of  married  life  and  ministry 
where  both  wife  and  husband  are 
ordained  and  appointed  as  clergy 
persons. 

Now  someone  needs  to  coin  a  phrase  to 
use  —  in  contrast  to  “clergy  couple"  — 
for  the  couple  in  which  only  one  partner 
is  “clergy”  and  the  other  is  “laity.”  Not 
all  categories  can  be  so  succinctly 
classified  as  is  the  "clergy  couple.  ”  The 
insipid  designation  “solo  minister" 
which  seems  to  appear  most  often  in  the 
dialogue  when  clergy  couples  are 
compared  or  contrasted  with  other 
clergy,  is  neither  accurate  nor  charitable 
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My  Witness 

Testimony  of  missionaries 
is  part  of  India’s  heritage 
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When  children  pray 

By  IRMA  DOVEY 

Their  solemn  eyes  are  full  of  wonder 
Before  they  fold  their  hands. 

And  voices  soften  as  they  speak 
To  One  who  understands. 

Let  him  who  doubts  or  loses  faith 
Come  by  our  church  some  day 
To  see  their  faces,  feel  the  hush. 

And  hear  the  children  pray. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  JOHN  ALEXANDER 

Americans  recently  had  Bicentennial 
celebrations  on  a  grand  scale,  which 
turned  out  as  well  to  be  an  occasion  to 
thank  the  Lord  for  His  blessings. 
Similarly  we  in  India  thank  Him  too  for 
innumerable  missionaries  who  came 
from  the  Land  of  Lincoln  and  served  our 
country. 

Men  and  women  of  varying  talents 
from  different  states  of  the  USA  came  to 
the  subcontinent,  even  when  the  British 
were  the  ruling  power.  Some  of  them 
may  have  sympathized  with  the  imperial 
aspirations  of  Great  Britain  to  civilize 
the  natives  and  believed  in  the  manifest 
destiny  of  the  white  race  to  rule  over  the 
'  colored  people.  But  overwhelmingly 
large  numbers  of  them  identified  with 
the  problems  and  difficulties  of  common 
people.  They  laid  down  their  lives 
ameliorating  the  hard  conditions  of 
dispossessed,  disinherited,  rejected 
flotsam  and  jetsam  of  society.  They 
opened  schools,  colleges,  hospitals, 
lunatic  asylums  —  not  only  in  big  cities, 
but  in  remote  areas.  Some  of  them  had 
gone  so  native  that  they  adopted  Indian 
dress,  liked  Indian  food  and  music. 

In  the  early  phase  of  the  post  Vasco  de 
Gama  age  of  Asian  history,  a  lot  of 
American  missionaries  had  to  spend  a 
couple  of  months  on  board  a  boat,  as  the 
voyage  was  long  and  entailed  risks  of 
shipwreck,  ravages,  or  infectious 
diseases.  Their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  was 
strong;  any  health  and  voyage  hazards 


were  brushed  aside.  A  few  died  on  the 
way  even  before  reaching  the  shore  of 
India. 

A  good  many  missionaries,  while 
having  the  overriding  desire  to  serve  the 
people  in  India,  did  not  disown  their 
American  heritage.  Men  like  Stanley 
Jones  were  friends  of  Mahatma  Gandhi 
and  identified  themselves  with  the 
nationalist  aspirations  of  Indians  against 
the  British.  Natural  calamities  like  flood, 
earthquake,  etc.  left  good  numbers  of 
children  and  people  destitute  and 
shelterless.  Missionary  schools  gave 
protection,  love,  food  and  education  to 
the  calamity-stricken  orphan  children. 
Medical  care  saved  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  people. 

Social  traditions  and  backwardness 
prevented  the  women  of  Indian  society 
from  coming  out  of  their  veil  of  isolation 
In  this  background  one  could  find  a 
missionary  lady  making  her  rounds  not 
only  to  the  posh  areas  but  in  dir-?  infested 
slums.  Some  of  the  outstanding  medical 
schools  and  liberal  arts  colleges  for  both 
the  sexes  were  established  by  the 
pioneering  missionaries.  Bible 
translation  work  was  accomplished  with 
remarkable  thoroughness  in  many  of  the 
regional  languages  of  India.  Grammar 
and  linguistic  studies  of  regional 
languages  were  also  undertaken.  They 
branched  off  to  many  diverse  fields  of 
human  activity. 

One  missionary  by  the  name  of  Stokes 
brought  apple  sapplings  of  different 


and  I  certainly  hope  it  is  not  dignified  by 
further  use  in  religious  and/or  secular 
news  media. 

In  the  chapter  on  the  ministry  of  all 
Christians  our  “Discipline”  makes  a 
statement  which  can  readily  be  applied 
to  clergy  couples:  “The  heart  of 
Christian  ministry  is  shown  by  a 
common  life  of  gratitude  and  devotion, 
witness  and  service,  celebration  and 
discipleship.”  But  it  would  be  tragic 
indeed  if  that  statement  became 
exclusively  applied  to  clergy  couples  — 
as  the  term  “solo  minister"  seems  to 
imply. 

Thousands  of  clergy  persons  have  been 
blessed  with  mates  who  have  never  been 
ordained,  but  who  shared  in  the  heart  of 
Christian  ministry.  Not  all,  but  most 
clergy-mates  I  know,  have  shared  a  style 
of  married  life  and  discipleship  which 
has  been  a  *  ‘ministry’  ’  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  that  word  as  a  “call  to  servanthood  in 
the  world  to  the  glory  of  God  and  for 
human  fulfillment."  I  am  among  those 
clergy  so  blessed.  We  are  not  "clergy 
couples"  but  neither  are  we  “solo 
ministers!” 

I  am  a  clergyman.  Nancy  is  a 
laywoman.  Together  we  have  been 
ministering  to  the  world  and  the  church 
and  to  each  other  for  over  27  years.  My 
specialized  ministry  of  Word,  Sacra¬ 
ment,  and  Order  has  been  blessed 
by  her  specialized  ministry  as  a 
laywoman.  Our  individual  ability  to 
minister  has  been  enriched  by  a  mutual 
support  system  and  the  exchange  of 
ideas  and  resources  has  been  a  definite 
asset  in  the  development  of  our  team 
ministry.  Her  areas  of  expertise  make  up 
for  much  that  I  lack  and  vice-versa.  She 
does  not  preach  and  I  do  not  sing  —  but 
she  takes  her  turn  as  a  liturgist  and  lay 
pray-er  and  I  have  been  known  to  make  a 
joyful  noise  on  occasion. 

The  church  has  often  entered  our 
bedroom  where  it  has  benefitted  from 
two  points  of  view:  lay  and  clergy,  but 
this  has  not  prevented  us  from  sharing  in 
family  responsibilities  involving  the 
raising  of  eight  children.  We  miss  each 
other’s  touch  at  worship  —  she  has 
always  been  in  the  choir,  and  I  in  the 
pulpit,  and  we  seldom  get  to  share  a  pew. 
But  when  we  reach  for  each  other  as  we 
kneel  together  in  silent  communion,  I 
know  that  mine  is  not  “solo"  and  I  thank 
God  for  my  own  special  partner  in 
ministry. 

'Here  I  Stand "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Hank 
Zimmerman,  is  pastor  o/  Old  Stone 
Church  in  Meadville.  Pennsylvania. 


Congregations  not  like  ‘herds’ 


To  the  Editor: 

I  must  disagree  with  Dianne  Urban’s 
article  on  worship  ( “Here  I  Stand,"  TM/- 
UMR,  March  10). 

I  am  not  part  of  a  herd,  but  a  member 
of  a  congregation.  The  members  of  my 
local  church  are  not  herded,  but  willingly 
come  together  to  worship  God.  We  draw 
strength  from,  share  joys,  sorrows  and 
faith  with  one  another. 

The  elevated  individuals  in  front  of  us 
are  both  male  and  female;  they  range 
from  ages  fifteen  to  eighty-plus.  The 
worship  committee  takes  into 
consideration  and  incorporates, 
whenever  possible,  all  suggestions. 
Anyone  who  wishes  to  do  so,  is  allowed 
and  encouraged  to  have  an  active  part  in 
the  worship  service.  We  have  laypersons, 
both  male  and  female,  young  and  old, 
lead  the  order  of  worship,  have  prayers, 
usher,  sing  specials,  testify,  help  serve 
communion,  make  announcements,  and 
very  often  have  the  sermon  and  the 
children’s  story.  I  have  never  felt,  nor  do 
I  believe  that  the  other  members  of  our 
congregation  have  ever  felt,  that  we  are 
browbeaten  or  manipulated. 

Our  pastor  does  not  preach  “money.” 
Needs,  programs  and  projects  are 
brought  before  the  congregation  and  then 
it  is  up  to  the  individual  to  give  as  he  or 
she  is  able  to  or  wishes. 

If  Ms.  Urban  is  a  member  of  a 
congregation  that  is  treated  like  a 
“herd”  perhaps  she  needs  to  get  involved 
and  take  an  active  part  in  the  worship 
service.  Pat  Boettcher 

Dunlay,  Texas 

C.om merits  were  poetry 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  Dianne  Kieke  Urban’s 
article  on  worship  (TM/UMR,  March  10) 
and  must  conclude  it  is  some  form  of 
poetry. 

It  certainly  is  not  a  logical  or 
analytical  evaluation.  For  example,  she 
states,  "...  the  folks  in  front  usually  put 
the  appropriate  words  into  the 
worshippers’  mouths."  Would  she  rather 
that  the  people  in  the  back  put  the  words 
in  the  worshippers'  mouths,  or  that  they 
all  speak  their  own  thing  at  once  (a 
practice  I  have  seen  in  some  worship 
services  and  personally  find  chaotic )  ? 

I  can  only  conclude  from  her  article: 
(1)  that  she  doesn't  like  the  forms  of 
worship  where  she  has  been,  and  ( 2 )  that 
worshippers  need  more  opportunity 
really  to  participate  creatively  and 
freely  in  services.  If  those  are  her  points, 

I  would  agree  with  her  second  point  and 
certainly  could  not  quarrel  with  her  first 
point. 

The  question  I  would  raise  is  why  do 
people  worship  as  they  do?  The  answer  is 
not  that  someone  makes  them  do  so,  but 
rather  that  they  choose  to  worship  the 
way  they  do.  The  worshipping 
community  can  and  does  see  to  it  that 
leadership  is  changed  —  ministers  are 
moved,  etc. 

I  would  maintain  that  whatever  way  a 
group  of  people  continues  to  worship, 
they  worship  that  way  because  they 
choose  that  way.  Granted,  the  choice 
may  be  made  in  a  condition  of  ignorance, 
apathy  or  other  unhealthy  states; 
nevertheless,  it  is  their  choice. 

I  also  believe  that  close  to  90%  of  each 
worshipping  community  is  satisfied  with 
about  90%  of  each  worship  experience. 
This  must  mean,  then,  that  the  spiritual 
health  of  many  worshipping 
communities  is  poor,  and  also  that  many 
other  people  will  choose  not  to  attend 
worship.  John  H  Foster 

Bartlesville,  Oklahoma 

Answer  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  Dianne  Kieke 
Urban’s  comments  on  corporate  worship 
(TM/UMR,  March  10).  It  seems  that  she 
feels  threatened  and  put  down  by  prayers 
of  confession,  responsive  readings, 
offerings,  sermons  and  people  sitting  in 
pews. 

Perhaps  a  variety  of  discussion  groups 
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which  most  churches  offer  give  lay 
persons  an  adequate  opportunity  to 
discuss  all  kinds  of  issues  in  which  they 
are  interested,  and  I  wonder  just  what 
purpose  the  use  of  a  bunch  of 
microphones  scattered  through  the 
congregation  on  Sunday  morning  would 
accomplish. 

Maybe  Ms.  Urban  has  an  answer  to 
this,  and  now  that  she  has  taken  apart  the 
conventional  pattern  of  public  worship,  I 
hope  she  will  write  another  letter  which 
will  describe  just  how  "liberated" 
Christians  should  be  permitted  and 
encouraged  to  act  at  10:30  Sunday 
morning. 

Laren  Spear 
Decatur,  Illinois 

Writer  missed  point 

To  the  Editor : 

Just  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  article 
in  the  March  10  issue  by  Dianne  Urban.  I 
am  intelligent  enough  to  know  from 
experience  that  her  ideas  do  not 
represent  the  vast  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

She  misses  the  very  heart  of  the 
matter.  No  one  is  part  of  a  captive 
audience,  except  children  and  young 
people.  I  am  certain  that  Ms.  Urban  is 
intelligent  enough  to  know  that  she  is  not 
compelled  i  herded )  to  attend  a  service  of 
worship.  Neither  is  she  compelled  to 
sing,  pray,  read  responsively,  contribute 
money,  or  listen  to  sermons.  She  is  under 
no  compulsion  and  is  free  not  to  attend, 
or  if  she  does  attend,  free  to  leave  at  will. 

Frankly,  what  I  think  she  needs  is  a 
genuine  experience  of  commitment  to 
Christ.  Then  she  would  say  with  the 
Psalmist  "I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto 
me,  let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,” 
and  would  find  it  an  enriching 
experience.  William  C.  Blatt 

Brandon,  Florida 
Wrong  conclusion 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  “Shrinking  dollar 
strangles  mission"  (TM/UMR,  March 
10)  tells  a  sad  but  true  story  of  our  loss  of 
effectiveness  in  the  mission  field. 

However,  Mr.  Brimigion  comes  to  the 
wrong  conclusion  when  he  says  that 
passage  of  the  Carter  administration’s 
energy  bill  will  stabilize  the  dollar.  On 
the  contrary,  passage  of  the  bill  —  more 
appropriately  called  a  tax  bill  —  will 
worsen  the  situation.  The  bill  seeks  to 
reduce  oil  imports  by  raising  energy 
costs  by  federal  taxes  and  does  nothing  to 
encourage  domestic  production  of 
energy  which  could  reduce  imports. 

Furthermore,  the  real  causes  of 
international  disillusionment  with  the 
dollar  are:  (1)  the  concern  about  our 
growing  federal  deficits;  and  (2)  our 
rapidly  expanding  trade  deficits  with 
Japan  and  Germany.  It  should  be  noted 
that  our  trade  balances  are  about  in  line 
with  the  Arab  countries  despite  heavy  oil 
imports.  Ironically,  Germany  and  Japan 
import  all  their  energy. 

“Sacrificial  giving"  is  our  only  answer 
to  this  problem,  even  more  so  if  the 
energy  bill  passes  George  S .  Rooker 
Dallas.  Texas 


King  editorial  liked 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  editorial  on  the  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  and  the  three-part 
television  program  about  him  (TM/- 
UMR,  March  3)  was  greatly  appreciated. 

I  did  not  fully  appreciate  the  Christian 
leadership  he  gave  to  both  blacks  and 
whites  (indeed,  all  people)  until  I  saw 
this  excellent  program. 

It  is  sad  that  more  people  did  not  watch 
the  program,  and  perhaps  even  sadder 
that  we  must  base  the  value  upon 
numbers  of  people  who  watched  it.  I,  too, 
hope  that  NBC  will  recognize  the  quality 
of  this  production  and  will  reshow  it  in 
the  near  future.  We  need  to  have  our 
memories  and  our  consciences  jogged 
ever  so  often.  Barbara  G.  Allison 

Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio 

Leave  hymnal  alone! 

To  the  Editor: 

Who  is  this  Frances  Atchley,  the 
upstart  who  wants  to  change  the  words  of 
Ray  Palmer’s  “My  Faith  Looks  Up  To 
Thee"  (TM/UMR  Letters,  March  10)? 
What  are  her  qualifications  as  a 
songwriter? 

Has  she  not  read  the  directions  of  John 
Wesley  on  page  viii  of  the  present 
hymnal:  “Sing  them  exactly  as  they  are 
printed  here,  without  altering  or 
mending  them  at  all”? 

Please  don’t  let  anyone  “tinker”  with 
Ray  Palmer’s  legacy. 

Robert  H.  Hiller 
Charles  Town,  West  Virginia 

Work  project  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

We  have  at  least  thirty  youth  and 
adults  who  are  eager  for  a  work  camp 
experience;  however,  no  projects  seem 
to  be  available.  In  addition,  funds  have 
already  been  allocated  in  the  church 
budget. 

We  applied  to  several  places  earlier  in 
the  year,  but  the  answer  is  always  the 
same:  “We  already  have  all  the  help  we 
need."  We  will  be  doing  other  summer 
outreach  projects,  but  we  want  a  work 
camp.  Can  you  or  your  readers  help? 

Ted  Richards 
Horseheads,  New  York 

Indians  forgotten 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I  read  of  presently  prejudice,  I 
am  reminded  of  the  dark  pages  of  history 
that  contain  crimes  committed  by 
prejudiced  whites  against  the  American 
Indian  who  also  had  human  emotions, 
but  few  then  considered  such.  Whites 
sought  to  eliminate  the  Indian  who  fought 
to  protect  his  possesions. 

Indian  leaders  who  sought  a  way  of  life 
for  their  people  were  never  afforded  the 
warm  welcome  and  support  given  to 
leaders  today  here  and  abroad. 

Despite  our  compassion  for  human 
rights,  little  real  compassion  was  shown 
our  “first  native.” 

When  I  read  of  what  was  done  to  the 
American  Indian,  it  is  no  wonder  that  our 
nation  is  beset  with  burdensome 
problems.  Mrs.  p^hontas  Hagy 

Abingdon,  Virginia 


John  Alexander 
varieties  from  home  and  transplanted 
them  into  the  Indian  soil.  Today  it  has 
blossomed  into  a  flourishing  industry  in 
the  province  of  Himachel  Pradesh.  They 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  ecumenical 
concept  which  we  hear  so  much  about 
now.  They  were  following  the  illustrious 
footsteps  of  St.  Paul.  When  the 
missionaries  returned  to  the  States  to 
spend  their  well-earned  furloughs,  they 
kept  their  mission  boards  and  their  local 
churches  well  informed  about  the  Indian 
people  and  the  Indian  Christian 
community,  in  particular.  Even  when 
they  returned  to  the  States  for  good  to 
"retirement  homes,”  they  kept  in  touch 
with  church  pastors  and  lay  leaders  in 
India.  Some  of  these  people  were  called 
to  the  States  for  further  studies  and  a 
brief  visit  to  gather  new  spiritual  insights 
by  meeting  the  cross  section  of  the 
Christian  people  in  the  USA. 

Gradually  since  the  turn  of  this  century 
and  particularly  more  so  after  1947  when 
India  achieved  independence, 
missionaries  of  varying  kinds  are 
coming  over  to  India.  Preaching  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  which  was  the 
lifeblood  of  a  missionary  and  primary 
stimulus  was  never  in  the  process 
relegated  to  the  background.  Missionary 
concept  and  word  became  dynamic  and 
more  and  more  broad  based. 
Missionaries  of  the  eighteenth  and 
nineteenth  centuries  concentrated 
mainly  on  preaching  the  gospel,  caring 
for  the  sick  and  giving  education  to 
young  boys  and  girls  who  joined 
missionary  schools.  Later  some  came 
with  specialized  and  professional 
agricultural  knowledge  and  background 
to  help  the  poor  farmers.  Some  came 
with  expertise  in  digging  wells,  building 
irrigation  canals  and  their  ministry 
incorporated  widep  and  wider  cross 
sections  of  the  Indian  population.  The 
social  dimension  of  the  gospel  gave  more 
powerful  thrusts  to  the  idea  of  relief  and 
development  of  Indian  society. 
Missionaries  of  an  earlier  era 
concentrated  on  converting  people  but  in 
no  way  does  that  mean  that  missionaries 
of  this  century  have  forgotten  the  Great 
Commission  to  preach  the  gospel.  They 
have  taken  new  roles  and  functions  in 
addition. 

We  in  India  thank  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  for  these  missionaries  who  came 
to  our  shores  and  by  their  service  and 
contribution  helped  India  and  its  people. 
In  many  cemeteries  dotted  all  over  the 
big  metropolitan  cities,  small  towns  and 
remote  hamlets,  their  tombstones 
remind  the  future  generation  of  their 
pioneering  effort  and  their  witness  to 
Jesus  Christ.' That  is  their  testimony  — 
and  our  heritage.  s‘5'  4  ,r" 

This  week's  contributor  to  "My 
Witness ”  is  John  Alexander,  who  lives  in 
Chawni  Nagpur,  India. 


WEST  FRONT  FACING  WATER 

ASBURY  TOWERS 

Dept.  TM 

1533  Fourth  Avenue,  West 
BRADENTON,  FLORIDA  33505 
TEL.  813/747-1881 


From  these  private  and  public  bal¬ 
conies  you  can  look  over  blue 
waters  and  green  trees  the  year 
round  and  watch  the  day  douse  its 
big  red  lamp  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  put  itself  to  bed  for  the  night. 

That’s  but  oneofthenice things 
about  living  in  this  lovely  RETIRE¬ 
MENT  RESIDENCE  on  the  west 
coast  of  Florida.  Asbury  Towers  is 
a  non-profit,  non-sectarian  ministry 
of  the  Sarasota  District  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
available  to  persons  age  62  or  over. 

Our  full  service  life  care  pro¬ 
gram  includes  THREE  MEALS  PER 
DAY,  all  utilities,  housekeeping, 
maintenance,  many  social  and  rec¬ 
reational  amenities  and  NURSING 
CARE. 

There's  much  more  to  know 
about  Asbury  T owers.  We  invite  you 
to  visit  us  or  to  call  or  write  for  our 
COLOR  BROCHURE  and  more 
detailed  information. 
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Women  still  scarce 


in  pulpit,  study  says 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

NEW  YORK  —  Fewer  than  half  of 
Christian  religious  bodies  in  the  United 
States  ordain  women  to  the  ministry,  and 
in  those  that  do,  women  comprise  only 
about  four  percent  of  all  clergy. 

These  current  statistics,  never  before 
available,  were  revealed  in  a  report  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  The 
report  contains  the  first  comprehensive 
data  on  women  clergy  to  be  gathered  in 
27  years. 

The  report  also  discloses  that  nearly 
two-thirds  of  all  women  clergy  are  in 
Pentecostal  or  para-military  religious 
organizations  such  as  the  Salvation 
Army  (29  percent).  Only  17.4  percent  are 
in  major  Protestant  denominations. 

These  are  the  findings  of  Constant  H. 
Jacquet  Jr.,  in  the  first  survey  of  women 
in  the  North  American  clergy  since  1951. 

According  to  Mr.  Jacquet’s  findings, 
10,470  women  are  ordained  in  the  full 
ministry.  He  defines  “full  ministry”  as 
meaning  “having  the  most  complete  and 
unrestricted  set  of  functions  relating  to 
the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  administering 
the  Word  and  Sacrament  or  carrying  out 
the  office  of  pastor  or  priest  in  the 
church.” 

While  a  chart  in  Mr.  Jacquet’s  report 
lists  some  1,600  women  who  are  chief 
pastors  of  churches,  he  says  that  total  is 
approximate  and  might  be  higher. 

The  report,  entitled  “Women  Ministers 
in  1977,”  covers  211  Christian  bodies.  Of 
these,  76  ordain  women,  87  do  not  and  10 
—  such  as  the  Latter-day  Saints 
(Mormon),  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  and 
Friends  —  place  women  in  special 
categories. 

Mr.  Jacquet  concludes  that  ‘‘the  major 
Protestant  denominations  with  the 
largest  proportion  of  membership 

UM  bishop 
new  official 

SALISBURY  (RNS)  —  For  the  first 
time  in  its  87-year  history,  Rhodesia  has 
a  multi-racial  executive  government. 

At  a  ceremony  held  behind  closed 
doors  at  the  residence  of  Prime  Minister 
Ian  Smith,  Senator  Jeremiah  Chirau, 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  and  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister  Ndabaningi  Sithole  were  sworn 
in  to  executive  powers. 

“This  is  the  way  it’s  going  to  be  in 
Rhodesia,  isn’t  it?”  Mr.  Smith  asked. 
“One’s  got  to  be  realistic.  We  live  in  a 
changing  world.” 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  later  that 
swearing  allegiance  to  Rhodesia  had 
been  an  “uneasy”  but  necessary  step. 
“There  are  times  when  you  have  to 
swallow  your  pride  to  advance  the 
highest  good,  and  this  is  one  of  them.  ” 


supply  a  disproportionately  smaller 
number  of  women  clergy  than  other 
groups  whose  theology  and  tradition  was, 
from  the  very  beginning,  supportive  of 
equal  status  for  women  in  their 
denominational  structures.” 

Ten  churches  ordain  women 

Ten  major  Protestant  denominations 
now  ordain  women.  However,  52  percent 
of  the  clergywomen  in  these 
denominations  are  accounted  for  by  the 
three  churches  that  began  ordaining 
women  before  1956:  the  American 
Baptist  Churches  in  the  U.S.A. 
(ordaining  women  since  at  least  1878), 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  (since  1888)  and  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  (one  of  its  predecessors, 
since  1853). 

The  largest  number  of  women  clergy  in 
these  10  —  400  —  is  in  the  United  Church, 
which  has  a  total  of  9,607  ordained 
ministers  and  a  membership  of  1.8 
million.  The  Disciples  of  Christ  have  the 
second  largest  number  of  women 
ministers  of  the  ten,  388  out  of  6,793 
clergy  and  1.3  million  members. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  319 
clergywomen  in  full  connection  with  a 
conference  out  of  a  total  clergy  force  of 
35,488  and  a  membership  of  9.9  million 
members.  The  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A.  has  295 
clergywomen  among  its  13,772  clergy 
and  2.6  million  members. 

The  American  Baptist  Churches  have 
157  clergywomen,  a  total  of  8,566  clergy 
and  a  membership  of  1.6  million.  The 
others  among  the  major  Protestant 
churches,  The  American  Lutheran 
Church,  the  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  all  have 
fewer  than  100  clergywomen  each. 

Salvation  Army  has  3,037 

The  largest  percentage  of  women  in  a 
denominational  clergy  force  is  found  in 
the  Salvation  Army.  Of  its  total  clergy 
force  of  5,095,  3,037,  or  59.6  percent,  are 
women.  The  Army  has  380,618  members. 

Mr.  Jacquet  said  that  U.S.  Census  data 
reveals  that  between  1930  and  1970  the 
percentage  of  women  clergy  remained 
“remarkably  stable,”  increasing  only  0.7 
percent. 

Since  1972,  however,  there  has  been  a 
118.9  percent  increase  in  seminary 
enrollment  of  women,  as  against  the  20.2 
percent  increase  for  men. 

“Unfortunately,”  he  says,  “due  to 
declining  birth  rates,  the  slowdown  of 
new  church  starts,  the  decline  in 
membership  and  the  increased  longevity 
of  clergy,  the  situation  in  some  major 
denominations  regarding  absorption  of 
new  seminary  graduates  into  local 
churches  and  their  advancement  into  the 
system  is  not  promising.” 


Nazis  are  jeered  in  St.  Louis 


ST.  LOUIS  —  Frank  Collin,  national  director  of  the  National  Socialist  (Nazi) 
Party  of  America,  is  shown  as  he  angrily  points  and  shouts  back  at  anti-Nazis  who 
jeered  the  group’s  recent  parade  in  St.  Louis. 

A  90-day  court  order  is  now  in  effect,  restraining  the  group  from  staging  their 
long-planned  Apr.  20  parade  in  the  predominantly  Jewish  community  of  Skokie,  III. 
(See  related  story  on  Christian  group's  response. ) 
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NEEDLEPOINT  DESIGNS  for  kneelers,  frontals, 
banners,  book  marks,  stoles,  chair  seats,  etc.  Send 
for  brochure.  Mrs.  Betty  Smith,  734  Burleson,  San 
Marcos,  Tex.  78666. 

16-DAY  UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR 
of  England.  Scotland.  Wales  departing  July  10. 
Ireland  option.  Brochure  from  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Tours,  Box  11351,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  76109 

FULLTIME  EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  of 
Christian  Education  needed  immediately  by 
medium-sized  United  Methodist  church  in  unique 
San  Francisco  East  Bay  Community.  Lay  person 
sought  to  help  create,  develop  and  administer  broad 
work  area  of  Christian  education  for  all  age  levels. 
Send  resume  to:  D.C.E.  Search,  Twin  Towers  United 
Methodist  Church,  1411  Oak  St.,  Alameda,  Calif. 
94501. 

ENGLAND.  WALES.  SCOTLAND.  Scandinavia. 
Deluxe  Hotels.  June  Departure  22  days.  Australia. 
New  Zealand.  Tahiti.  Fiji.  16  days.  September 
departure  Bess  Ixiudermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas. 
Tex  75205. 

EDUCATION  ASSISTANT  for  1500-member  U.M.C. 

in  Western  St.  Louis  metropolitan  area.  Position 
open  to  lay  or  clergy.  Send  resume  to  Box  1076-T 
TM/UMR,  Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 

J  POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves 

You"  nr  "Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord."  15c:  100.  $14.00. 
Poem  cards:  "Cross  in  Mv  Pocket."  100.  $2.00.  Plus 
postage  Crosses-2.  Apex.  N  C  27502 

POSITION  OPPORTUNITY:  The  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  seek¬ 
ing  applications  for  the  position  of  Associate  General 
Secretary  for  the  Division  of  Human  Relations  of  its 
board.  Written  applications  with  resumes  must  be 
received  by  August  15,  1978.  Please  send  to:  The 
Search  Copimittee,  Att:  Dr.  George  H.  Outen,  100 
Maryland  Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002.  Posi¬ 
tion  requirements  and  job  responsibilities  include: 
a.  Experience  necessary  in  administrative  manage- 
ment;  b.  Manage  the  portfolio  of  the  Department  of 
Intergroup  Relations;  develop  programs,  including 
research,  education  and  action  in  race  relations, 
minority  rights,  ethnic  awareness,  women’s  rights 
and  concerns,  extremist  movements;  c.  Manage 
Division  funds;  d.  Cooperate  with  the  General 
Secretary  and  others  to  coordinate  programs  and 
common  concerns;  e.  Applicant  must  be  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  with  some  knowledge 
of  the  national  structure;  f.  References  will  be 
required  and  investigated;  g.  Starting  salary  range 
is  $20, 009- $25, 000.  The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is 
an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  Following  receipt 
of  all  applications  and  resumes,  selected  applicants 
will  be  contacted  by  the  Search  Committee  to  appear 
for  oral  interviews. 

CROSS  &  FLAME  ( 5”X7" )  hand-painted  needlepoint 

kit:  yarn,  needle,  instructions,  canvas  —  $6.50,  UMW 
symbol  (6"x9")  -$7.50.  Prepaid  only.  EdithSunday 
1916  Miles,  Austin,  Tex.  78745. 

METHODIST  MINISTER  seeking  staff  position  as 

Minister  of  Evangelism.  M.A.  degree  in  evangelism, 
certified,  ordained,  experienced  and  married.  Write: 
TM/UMR.  P.  O.  Box  1076-MM,  Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 

MOVED  INTO  NEW  SANCTUARY,  Selling 
following:  Conn  church  organ,  kneeling  rails,  pulpit, 
light  fixtures,  vinyl  room  dividers,  portable  choir 
risers,  cross,  etc.  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.  O.  Box  6345,  Odessa,  Tex.  79762.  <915)366- 
8866 

FOR  SALE:  BALDWIN  electronic  organ,  model 
4CL,  transistors,  1969.  Two  full  manuals;  radiating 
pedalboard;  tone  cabinet.  Good  condition.  Call  (413) 
584-5935. 

CALICO  CUPBOARD  RECIPES.  Over  250  of  our 

favorite  recipes  in  a  pretty  cookbook.  $3.75.  Maple 
Grove  United  Methodist  Women,  Route  3  Osseo 
Minn.  55369. 

Caring  jp 
Puts  us  I 
together. 

fhe  United  Methodist  CtiurJ  Cares 


Oklahoma  media  blitz  says  the  UMC  cares 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  Ray  Tompkins  and  David  Severe,  co-chairmen  of  the  North 
and  South  Oklahoma  District  “media  blitz  ’  point  to  a  newly  installed  billboard 
bearing  the  message  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  cares.  Similar  messages  are 
on  bumper  stickers,  in  newspaper  ads,  radio  and  television  spots. 

THE  OKLAHOMA  UNITED  METHODIST  CONTACT  PHOTO 

Covenant  survey  shows 

Living  habits  changed 

NEW  YORK  —  A  hunger  program 
coordinated  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  has  caused  seven  out  of  10 
participants  to  change  their  consumption 
of  food  and  energy. 

Also  as  a  result  of  the  program,  about 
two-thirds  of  the  participants  increased 
their  giving  to  hunger  causes  without 
reducing  their  normal  church  offering. 

These  were  among  the  findings  of  a 
research  survey  conducted  by  WHEAT, 
a  cooperative  effort  of  13  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  denominations,  including 
United  Methodist.  (See  related  story.) 

WHEAT,  which  stands  for  World  Hunger 
Education/ Action  Together,  was  started 
in  1975.  Its  purpose,  according  to 
WHEAT  official  Colleen  Shannon- 
Thornberry,  is  “the  mobilization  of  an 
informed  church  constituency  committed 
to  long-term  involvement”  in  combatting 
hunger. 

A  key  feature  of  the  WHEAT  program 
is  the  “Covenant  Fellowship,”  a  state¬ 
ment  individual  church  members  sign 
committing  themselves  to  do  such  things 
as  study  the  hunger  problem,  change 
wasteful  habits,  work  for  public-policy 
changes  and  join  local  action  groups. 


About  12,000  people  have  signed  the 
covenant. 

The  research  survey  was  conducted  by 
a  WHEAT  committee  headed  by  Ms. 
Shannon-Thomberry  with  Douglas  W. 
Johnson,  executive  director  of  the 
Institute  for  Church  Development  in 
Ridgewood,  N.J.  Its  purpose  was  to 
evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  the 
Covenant  Fellowship  program,  she  said. 
The  survey  included  547  respondents  in 
seven  Protestant  denominations. 

According  to  the  results,  WHEAT  has 
also  been  successful  in  attracting  people 
who  have  never  before  joined  social- 
action  organizations.  More  than  a  third 
and  perhaps  as  many  as  80  percent  fall 
into  this  category,  Mr.  Johnson  reports. 

“The  respondents  do  not  have  a  one¬ 
sided  view  of  the  hunger  issue,”  Mr. 
Johnson  comments.  “They  do  not  appear 
to  be  reacting  in  a  totally  emotional 
manner  to  hunger.  Rather  they  seem  to 
be  approaching  the  issue  with  an 
understanding  that  it  is  complex  and 
must  be  addressed  on  several  fronts  at 
the  same  time.”  He  concludes  that  this 
view  is  at  least  in  part  a  result  of 
WHEAT. 


Christian  group  offers 
response  to  Nazi  march 


SKOKIE,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  A  seven-phase 
Christian  response  to  the  widely- 
publicized  possibility  of  a  demonstration 
by  Nazis  in  this  heavily-Jewish 
community  this  spring  was  proposed 
here  during  a  news  conference  in  Central 
United  Methodist  Church  March  23. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Conner,  pastor  of 
Central  UMC,  said  the  proposal  for 
Christian  action  was  prepared  by  12 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
members  of  the  Niles  Township  Clergy 
Forum,  an  inter-faith  unit  including 
both  Christians  and  Jews. 

The  Nazis  had  planned  to  march  in 
Skokie  on  April  20,  Hitler’s  birthday.  But 
a  federal  judge  issued  (March  17)  a  45-day 
stay,  which  bars  the  Nazis  from 
marching  while  the  community  appeals 
the  issue  to  a  higher  court. 

At  the  press  conference  a  statement 
prepared  by  the  clergy  was  read.  “We 
are  committed  to  identifying  with  the 
Jewish  residents  in  their  deep  distress 
occasioned  by  the  Nazi  presence  and 
exercise  of  un-American  and  irreligious 
free  speech.  We  are  aware  also  that  a 
Nazi  presence  would  be  distressing  for  a 
variety  of  reasons  to  thousands  of  non- 
Jewish  residents  as  well.  ” 

Included  among  the  seven  DroDosed 
responses  are  an  open  air  worship  service 


led  by  Christians  and  Jews  on  April  16; 
simultaneous  prayer  and  worship  in 
churches  and  synagogues  in  Skokie  and 
elsewhere  coinciding  with  the  time  of  a 
Nazi  demonstration;  a  series  of 
Christian- Jewish  Bible  studies  in  April; 
encouraging  the  wearing  of  arm  bands 
with  the  Star  of  David  on  the  day  a 
demonstration  might  take  place;  and 
cooperation  in  a  “Remembrance  Week” 
in  mid-April  proclaimed  by  the  mayor 
and  village  board  of  Skokie  “recalling 
the  events  of  World  War  II  and  the 
Holocaust. 

Mr.  Conner  and  the  Rev.  Louise 
Mahan,  associate  pastor  of  Central  UMC, 
have  been  among  leaders  developing  the 
Christian  response  proposals.  Clergy 
present  for  the  news  conference  included 
Lutheran,  Presbyterian,  Episcopal, 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  Southern 
Baptist,  in  addition  to  United  Methodist. 

Earlier  in  March  national  religious 
leaders  announced  at  a  Chicago  press 
conference  that  “the  emergence  of  neo- 
Nazism  is  not  just  a  ‘Jewish  problem.’ 
We  see  the  heightened  activity  of  the 
Nazis  as  a  threat  and  a  challenge  to 
Christians  as  well.  We  believe  the  Nazi 
platform  to  be  antithetical  to 
Christianity." 


the  church  today 


Minnesota  bishop  caught 
in  Middle  East  cross-fire 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  and  his 
wife,  Helen,  have  returned  from  a  trip 
around  the  world  during  which  they  were 
caught  in  cross-fire  in  Beirut  and  visited 
Burma,  long  “off  limits”  to  foreigners. 

Bishop  Clymer,  head  of  the 
denomination’s  Minnesota  Area,  said  he 
and  his  wife  had  gone  to  Lebanon  to  visit 
refugee  camps  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  of  which  he  is 
president,  when  fighting  broke  out  in 
early  February. 

They  found  “great  discouragement” 
among  Arab  Christians  in  Lebanon,  he 
reported.  “The  question  for  these  people 
is  survival.  They  wonder  whether  the 
rest  of  the  Christian  community  is 
willing  to  see  these  pockets  of  Christians 
destroyed.  When  I  asked  how  they 
thought  we  could  best  respond,  I  received 
no  direct  answer.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
answers.” 

Plans  ‘go’  for  Louisville 
assembly  despite  Kentucky  vote 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)— United 
Methodist  Women  intend  to  go  ahead 
with  their  plans  for  a  quadrennial 


assembly  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  despite  a 
recent  action  by  the  Kentucky  House 
rescinding  its  ratification  of  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

However,  Theressa  Hoover,  top  staff 
executive  of  the  Women’s  Division,  said 
“some  strategy  to  witness  to  our 
concern”  would  be  developed  for  the 
Louisville  meeting  which  is  expected  to 
draw  8,000  to  9,500  people  April  27-30. 
“We  are  very  concerned  about  the  vote.” 

The  Women’s  Division,  and  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  of  which  it  is  a  part, 
had  earlier  passed  a  resolution  saying 
they  would  not  meet  in  any  state  which 
has  not  ratified  the  ERA. 


Lay  leader  claims  voice 
of  religion  uncertain 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  prominent 
industrialist  and  lay  religious  leader 
declared  here  that  it  is  the  responsibility 
of  religion  in  American  life  today  to  say, 
"Americans,  grow  up.  ” 

The  challenge  was  made  by  J.  Irwin 
Miller,  retired  chairman  of  the  Cummins 
Engine  Company  and  first  lay  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
(1960-63 ) ,  in  an  address  to  the  29th  annual 
dinner  of  Religion  in  American  Life 
(RIAL). 

‘‘There  are  not  many  prophets  loose 
just  now,”  Mr.  Miller  said,  “and  the 
churches  and  synagogues  are  speaking, 
if  they  are  speaking  at  all,  with  an 
uncertain  voice.”  But,  the  speaker 
declared,  "churches  and  synagogues 
need  courage.  They  need  to  forget  their 
preoccupation  with  budgetary  survival.  ” 
Mr.  Miller  lamented  what  he  called  the 
rise  of  "the  ‘me’  generation”  of 
Americans  who  are  preoccupied  with 
themselves  and  not  concerned  about 
their  neighbors.  “Currently  we  tend  to 
identify  the  individual  about  whom  we 
should  be  primarily  concerned  as  me,” 
he  said. 

Mr.  Miller,  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  was  given 
the  annual  Charles  E.  Wilson  Award 
given  jointly  by  the  General  Electric 
Company  and  RIAL  to  honor  a  “captain 
of  industry  who  expresses  his  religious 
faith  through  public  service."  RIAL  is  an 
interreligious  organization  that  prepares 
public  service  messages  on  the  meaning 
of  faith  in  society. 

The  speaker  also  cited  what  he 
described  as  a  growing  conviction  that 
problems  and  conflicts  are  resolved  only 
by  “the  adversary  method”  rather  than 
by  conciliation  and  compromise.  “Such  a 
population,  if  it  does  not  check  itself,  will 
inevitably  go  the  way  of  war,”  he 
warned. 

As  an  example  of  the  dilemmas  facing 

3,200  UMs 
covenant  to 
fight  hunger 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Some  3,200  of  the 
12,000  signers  of  a  “covenant"  to  do 
something  individually  about  world 
hunger  are  United  Methodists. 

And  with  anticipated  action  in  at  least 
12  annual  conferences  on  behalf  of 
WHEAT  (see  related  story),  the  number 
of  “covenantors”  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  swell  considerably  by  the 
end  of  1978. 

So  says  Earl  Barfoot,  who  chairs  a.UM* 
task  force  on  WHEAT  —  a  call  to  action 
to  fight  hunger  on  five  fronts  —  for  the 
denomination’s  Coordinating  Committee 
on  Hunger. 

Emphasizing  that  the  WHEAT 
“Covenant  Fellowship”  is  not  a 
program,  but  rather  a  “call,”  he  noted 
that  individual  commitment  to  act  is  “a 
beginning"  of  awareness,  education  and 
advocacy.  The  WHEAT  program  calls 
persons  to  one  or  more  of  five  areas  of 
commitment:  study,  involvement  in 
direct  assistance  at  the  community  level, 
advocacy  and  public  policy  concerns, 
financial  contributions  and  lifestyle 
changes. 

Most  United  Methodists  who  have  thus 
far  joined  a  “Covenant  Fellowship"  to 
eradicate  hunger  have  maintained  or 
even  increased  their  general  church 
giving,  according  to  a  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC)  survey  just  completed. 
They  stand  firmly  behind  the  idea  of  a 
“covenant"  as  a  way  to  attack  the 
problem.  And  they  have  real  confidence 
in  their  own  denomination’s  channels  for 
funding  the  hunger  fight. 

One-half  of  the  United  Methodists 
contacted  in  the  NCC  survey  indicated 
they  have  maintained  the  amount  of 
financial  support  they  give  to  other 
church  programs.  Sixteen  percent  of 
UMs  said  they  have  increased  their 
giving,  and  only  19  percent  showed  a 
decrease  since  they  covenanted  to  be 
advocates  for  the  world’s  hungry  people, 
Mr.  Barfoot  told  TM/UMR. 

While,  3,200  persons  do  not  represent  a 
“groundswell,”  he  noted  that  statements 
of  intention  to  promote  WHEAT  now 
coming  in  from  annual  conferences  are 
“encouraging.” 

Suggested  plans  of  action  for  a  1978 
WHEAT  emphasis  in  each  annual 
conference  have  now  been  presented  to 
conference  council  leaders,  he  said,  with 
the  request  that  the  “statements  of 
intention”  to  recruit  covenanters  be  a 
first  step.  Coordinating  and  resourcing 
will  take  place  through  his  office  at  the 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Survey  results  among  United 
Methodists  indicate,  Mr.  Barfoot  said, 
that  lifestyle  changes  in  the  consumption 
of  food  and  energy  are  taking  place.  “We 
aren’t  seeing  radical  changes,  but  there 
are  indications  that  we’re  beginning  to 
realize  our  lifestyles  can  make  a 
difference,  and  it’s  time  to  do  something 
about  them.” 


Americans  today,  Mr.  Miller  com¬ 
mented,  “Almost  any  energy  program 
is  preferable  to  what  we  are  now  doing. 
Yet  we  are  unable  to  choose  an  energy 
program.”  He  attributed  this  failure  to 
groups  worrying  about  their  being  de¬ 
prived  of  certain  things  and  being  unwill¬ 
ing  to  make  sacrifices. 

“It  is  the  characteristic  of  the  mature 
adult  that  he  has  to  make  choices,”  Mr. 
Miller  stressed.  In  this  respect,  he  said, 
"the  voice  of  religion  is  needed  in 
American  life  before  it’s  too  late.  ’ ' 

The  speaker  acknowledged  that 
"religion  hasn’t  always  solved  men’s 
problems.  Men  are  notorious  throughout 
recorded  history  for  using  religion  for 
justifying  what  they  want  to  do.”  But, 
Mr.  Miller  declared,  “when  we  use 
religion  we  indulge  in  a  monstrous 
perversion.  Religion  in  the  Judeo- 
Christian  tradition  has  always  been 
concerned  with  how  men  behave  rather 
than  what  they  profess.  ’’ 

He  stressed  that  “the  business  of 
religion  is  not  to  support  the  status  quo. 
Its  business  is  to  speak,  uncomfortably  if 
need  be,  until  it  is  heard.  ” 

Court  says 
UMC  can’t 
be  sued 

SAN  DIEGO  (RNS)  —  A  state  court 
judge  has  ruled  here  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  “spiritual 
confederation”  and  not  an  entity  subject 
to  suit  under  California  law. 

San  Diego  County  Superior  Court 
Judge  Ross  G.  Tharp  made  the  ruling  in 
dismissing  the  9.9-million-member 
denomination  from  a  $266  million  lawsuit 
brought  on  behalf  of  160  residents  of  the 
Pacific  Homes  retirement  facilities. 

The  judge  said  that  “a  contrary  ruling 
would  effectively  destroy  Methodism  in 
this  country,  and  would  have  a  chilling 
effect  on  all  churches  and  religious 
movements  by  inhibiting  the  free 
association  of  persons  of  similar 
religious  beliefs. " 

Attorney  Samuel  W.  Witwer  had 
argued  on  behalf  of  the  denomination 
that  the  thrust  of  the  suit  was  “that  all 
United  Methodists  are  liable  for  the 
misstep”  of  one  unit.  The  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference  of  the 
denomination  had  operated  Pacific 
Homes  until  a  trustee  was  appointed  last 
year. 

Although  Judge  Tharp  dismissed  the 
denomination  as  a  party  to  the  suit,  he 
refused  to  take  the  same  action 
regarding  its  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  (GCFA). 

According  to  the  judge,  the  GCFA 
‘  ‘controls  the  purse  strings  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  dominates  all 
church  activities  in  the  nation  (and) 
controls  the  income,  pensions,  and 
insurance  programs  of  thousands  of 
persons  and  controls  the  purchase,  sale 
and  financing  of  millions  of  dollars  of 
real  property  throughout  the  United 
States,  including  California.” 

Attorneys  for  the  GCFA  said  they 
would  announce  March  31  whether  they 
would  appeal  the  March  20  ruling.  Judge 
Tharp  has  scheduled  an  April  7  hearing 
to  determine  whether  the  160  persons 
bringing  the  suit  share  sufficient  com¬ 
mon  interest  to  qualify  for  a  class- 
action  proceeding. 


End  violence,  leaders  ask 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Leaders  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  and  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC) 
have  called  for  secure  and  recognized 
borders  for  Israel  and  recognition  of  the 
Palestinians’  right  to  self-determination 
as  a  means  of  ending  the  continuing 
violence  in  the  Middle  East. 

Leopoldo  Niilus,  director  of  the  WCC’s 
Commission  of  the  Churches  on 


Starts  show  for  aging 


NEW  YORK  —  Fred  Rogers,  a 
Presbyterian  minister  who  plays  the 
mild-mannered  neighbor  on 
children’s  television’s  “Mister 
Rogers’  Neighborhood,”  will  begin  a 
new  show  “Old  Friends  .  .  .  New 
Friends,”  (Public  Broadcasting 
Service)  beginning  April  15  for  older 
Americans. 

Mr.  Rogers  said  this  is  a  new  kind  of 
television  venture,  and  yet,  the  idea 
behind  it  is  old.  “I  believe  that 
television  can  be  made  personal 
enough  so  that  people  can  be  helped  to 
believe  that  they  do  make  a 
difference.”  religious  news  photo 


International  Affairs,  condemned  “the 
futility  of  violence  perpetrated  by  both 
sides  of  the  conflict.  ’  ’ 

Claire  Randall,  gene.  ecretary  of 
the  NCC,  sent  a  similar  message  to  Pres¬ 
ident  Jimmy  Carter  with  copies  to  U.S. 
Secretary  of  State  Cyrus  Vance  and 
Alfred  Atherton,  special  U.S.  envoy  in 
the  Middle  East. 


Bible  Lands 
Jet/Cruise 


$1,699 


12  Ports-of-Call 


August  6-19 


Bishop  J.  Chess  I.overn. 

P.O,  Box  2X509.  San  Antonio.  TX  78228 


Tired  of  freezing? 

Consider  retirement  in  sunny 
Douglas,  Arizona 
Gateway  to  Mexico 

A  friendly  church  is  ready  to  help  you! 
Contact:  Grace  United  Methodist  Church, 
721-llthSt.,  Douglas.  Ariz.  85607. 
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Agency  reshuffle:  has  it  done  any  good? 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  general  boards  of  the  l  nited  posed  an  identical  set  of  eight  questions  to  two  prominent  l 
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K  ueben Job 


1.  Do  you  believe  the  general  boards  of 
the  CMC  have  lost  their  direction? 

Dr.  Job 

To  the  extent  that  the  denomination 
has  lost  its  direction,  the  answer  to  this 
question  must  be  a  resounding  yes’. 
However,  in  our  more  honest  moments 
we  know  that  the  attempt  to  blame 
boards  or  structures  for  our  present 
condition  is  often  the  result  of  our  sinful 
attempt  to  justify  the  shallow  faith, 
loveless  living  and  meager  discipleship 
that  is  so  far  from  what  our  Lord  taught 
and  practiced  but  so  near  to  our  lives 
Staff  and  voting  members  of  our  boards 
and  agencies  generally  reflect  the  life  of 
our  denomination.  While  serving  as  a 
board  staff  member  with  some 
responsibilities  for  recruiting  staff  I 
looked  for  several  important  qualities  in 
each  person. 

First,  I  was  interested  in  finding 
persons  whose  lives  reflected  an 
extravagant  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ.  Nothing  less  is  adequate  to  face 
the  demands  of  ministry  that  we  are 
called  upon  to  perform. 

Second,  the  UMC  has  a  right  to  expect 
from  her  staff  and  members  an 
uncompromising  commitment  to  a  holy 
life. 

A  third  area  of  excellence  that  I  sought 
was  in  the  area  of  preparation  for  the 
ministry  and  tasks  to  be  performed. 

Have  we  lost  direction  as  a 
denomination?  I  think  in  many  areas  of 
our  life,  we  have.  But  the  gap  between 
performance  and  profession  has  always 
been  great.  The  church  has  always 
needed  to  repent,  to  turn  again  toward 
God  and  to  commit  herself  anew  to 
radical  obedience  to  Jesus  Christ.  I  am 
convinced  that  there  are  signs,  hopeful 
signs,  that  God  is  indeed  calling  us  and 
leading  us  to  repentance  and  a  new 
determination  to  follow  Christ  instead  of 
culture. 

Dr.  Gallaway 

In  agreeing  to  speak  to  the  eight 
questions  about  the  general  boards  of  the 
church,  I  do  so  with  the  belief  and  hope 
that  a  continuing  dialogue  within  the 
church  about  the  direction  and  power  of 
general  boards  will  be  a  healthy  and 
positive  influence  for  the  witness  and 
ministry  of  Christ’s  church.  I  speak  as  a 
disciple  of  Jesus  Christ  and  as  a 
churchman  who  has  served  in  positions 
of  leadership  as  a  layman,  pastor, 
district  superintendent  and  general 
board  executive. 

Concerning  this  first  question,  perhaps 
it  is  too  strong  to  say  that  the  general 
boards  have  lost  their  direction,  but 
many  staff  persons  often  misunderstand 
their  position  of  ministry  in  the  church. 
Not  too  long  ago,  I  heard  a  general  board 
executive  say  to  a  representative  group 
of  the  church:  "We,  as  a  board,  and  you 
joining  with  us  can  make  discipleship 
happen.”  That  invitation  is  indicative  of 
a  major  error  in  position  often  assumed 
by  many  staff  members  at  the  general 
board  level.  Such  people  see  themselves 
more  as  the  church  in  ministry  with  the 
grass  roots  church  helping  them  do  their 
job.  Of  course,  it  should  be  the  other  way 
around.  This  attitude  is  likely  to  grow  in 
proportion  to  the  length  of  tenure  of  a 
staff  member. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  the  church 
would  be  better  served  if  all  general 
board  executives  were  placed  on  a 
limited  tenure  of  no  more  than  eight 
years.  District  superintendents  can 
serve  no  more  than  six  years  at  one  time 
and  bishops  are  limited  to  two 
quadrenma  in  one  area.  The  sacrifice  in 
continuity  of  leadership  at  the  general 
board  level,  in  my  opinion,  would  be 
more  than  compensated  for  by  fresh 
leadership  and  new  vision  on  the  part  of 
board  executives. 

i 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  general  boards  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  as  well  as  those  of  most  Protestant 
denominations  —  have  lost  their  direction,  according  to  a 
critical  analysis  which  appeared  as  a  book  length  study  last 
year.  The  book  questions  whether  the  massive 
reorganization  of  several  national  church  bureaucracies  in 
recent  years  was  worth  the  effort. 

The  analysis,  "What  New  Creation?  The  Agony  of  Church 
Restructure"  (Abingdon  Press'  was  written  by  two  Duke 
Divinity  School  professors,  Paul  A.  Mickey  and  Robert  L. 
Wilson. 

Starting  with  one  of  the  book’s  theses  that  the  general 
boards  of  the  church  have  lost  their  direction,  TM/C MR 


posed  an  identical  set  of  eight  questions  to  two  prominent 
l  nited  Methodists  and  asked  for  their  comments.  Dr.  Ira 
Gallaway  is  senior  pastor  of  First  UMC.  Peoria,  111.,  and 
formerly  was  associate  general  secretary.  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Dr.  Rueben  P.  Job  is  district  superintendent 
of  the  Northern  District.  Huron,  S.D.  He  began  his  service 
on  the  Board  of  Evangelism  of  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethern  Church  in  1965  and  succeeded  Dr. 
Gallaway  as  associate  general  secretary  from  1974  to  1977. 

TM/UMR  offers  the  following  comments  by  two  former 
general  board  staff  members  about  the  direction  of  the 
general  boards  to  further  constructive  dialogue. 


2.  Are  the  boards  closer  or  further 
than  ever  from  the  thinking  of  the  "grass 
roots"  church? 

Dr.  Job 

I  think  boards  and  agencies  are 
moving  closer  to  the  thinking  of  the  grass 
roots  church.  Obviously,  with  the  great 
diversity  in  our  denomination,  it  is  not 
easy  to  reflect  the  thinking  of  the  "grass 
roots"  church  on  every  issue.  But.  I 
believe  that  there  is  less  elitism,  and  less 
speaking  and  decision-making  by  one 
person,  in  boards  and  agencies  now  than 
there  was  10  years  ago.  There  is  more 
openness  to  a  variety  of  opinion, 
program,  and  policy  than  was  evident 
even  five  years  ago.  The  system  of 
electing  voting  members  to  our  boards 
and  agencies  has  helped  to  assure  this 
process. 

Dr.  Gallaway 

1  see  some  evidence  of  concern  on  the 
part  of  general  board  staff  about  their 
relationship  to  the  ‘  grass  roots’  ’  church. 

I  hope  that  this  is  a  genuine  concern  and 
openness  to  what  the  "grass  roots'  ’ 
church  has  to  say,  and  not  just  a  political 
ploy  designed  to  regain  support  and 
confidence.  There  is  definitely  a 
credibility  gap  between  the  general 
boards  and  the  local  church  as  a  whole. 

3.  In  your  opinion,  has  restructuring 
worked?  Name  several  benefits  and 
problems. 

Dr.  Job 

Restructuring  was  an  unbelievably 
expensive  venture  that  may  be  too  near 
to  us  to  determine  its  long-range  pay  off. 
My  present  answer  would  have  to  be  that 
restructuring  has  cost  us  more  than  it 
was  worth. 

Has  it  worked?  Of  course  it  has 
worked.  It  has  worked  because  United 
Methodist  Christians  from  every  walk  of 
life  have  made  it  work.  The 
overwhelming  commitment  on  the  part 
of  many  persons  to  “get  the  job  done" 
makes  almost  any  structure  workable. 
Structures  can  help  or  hinder,  can  enable 
or  limit,  but  of  themselves  can  rarely 
create  or  kill  the  mission  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Gallaway 

No,  I  definitely  do  not  believe  that 
restructuring  has  worked  to  the  benefit 
of  the  witness  and  ministry  of  the  church. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  1972  General 
Conference  enacted  two  major  pieces  of 
legislation  which  were  antithetical.  The 
Theological  Study  Commission  affirmed 
that  we  were  a  diverse  and  pluralistic 
church  and  that  this  is  a  good  part  of 
the  genius  of  United  Methodism.  The 
catholic  spirit  espoused  by  Wesley  was 
thus  affirmed.  At  the  same  time,  the 
General  Conference  centralized  the 
authority  of  the  church  into  four  major 
boards,  which  tended  to  conformity 
instead  of  diversity  with  its  inherent 
tendency  to  creativity.  Control  of 
program  and  staff  is  probably  enhanced, 
in  such  a  system,  but  the  releasing  and 
empowering  of  talent  and  ability  are 
stymied  more  than  encouraged. 

4.  Why  did  the  UMC  decide  to 
restructure  its  general  boards? 

Dr.  Job 

I  believe  the  decision  to  restructure  the 
general  boards  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  not  a  practical  but  a  political 
decision.  That  is.  there  were  those  within 
the  denomination  who  wanted  to  curb 
certain  elements  in  the  boards  and 
agencies.  Restructure  seemed  to  be  the 
simplest  way  to  accomplish  this  matter. 
I  do  not  think  restructure  was  necessary. 
The  denomination  already  had  the 
authority  and  avenues  available  to  curb 
any  elements  that  may  have  needed 
curtailment.  To  use  this  authority  and 
these  avenues  required  great  courage 
and  strength.  In  my  judgment 
restructure  appeared  to  require  less  to 
accomplish  the  same  goal. 

Dr.  Gallaway 

It  is  my  understanding  that  the 
purpose  for  restructure  was  to  make  the 
boards  more  efficient,  productive,  and 
representative  of  the  church  —  and  to 
save  money  through  reduction  of  staff.  In 
my  opinion,  these  purposes  have  not  been 


Oremonie*  mark  churches*  w  heal  shipment 

HOUSTON  —  A  willing  youngster  signs  the  scroll  that  will  accompany  Church 
World  Service  (CWS)  wheat  shipment  to  Vietnam  at  dedication  ceremonies 
celebrating  the  donation  here.  At  the  service,  the  Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin,  pastor 
of  New  York’s  Riverside  Church,  said  the  wheat  was  being  sent  to  Vietnam  because 
"they  are  hungry  and  we  are  not."  The  anti-war  activist  added  that  "we’ve  stopped 
the  war  but  we  can’t  seem  to  start  peace."  reijgious  news  service  photo 


achieved  in  an  effective  and  positive 
way. 

5.  Is  it  true  that  the  creation  of  "super 
boards"  has  made  communication 
difficult  and  lines  of  accountability 
unclear? 

Dr.  Job 

Communication  between  boards  and 
agencies  has  always  been  difficult.  And, 
as  long  as  I  can  remember  there  has 
been  some  lack  of  clarity  in  terms  of  the 
lines  of  accountability  between  boards 
and  agencies.  The  creation  of  "super 
boards"  may  have  increased  this  at 
points  and  relieved  it  at  others. 

As  I  see  it,  the  greatest  disclarity 
presently  exists  between  the  councils  and 
the  boards  of  the  church.  The  General 
Conference  must  decide  whether  it  wants 
one  giant  board,  i.e.,  council  on 
ministries,  with  committees,  i.e.,  pro¬ 
gram  boards,  or  whether  it  wants  boards 
of  relatively  equal  strength  and  with, 
accountability  to  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Gallaway 

Yes,  communication  has  been  made 
more  difficult  and  lines  of  accountability 
are  unclear.  The  persons  directly 
responsible,  at  the  general  board  level, 
for  specific  major  work  areas,  as  they 
are  structured  at  the  local  church  level, 
often  have  their  hands  tied  by  the 
hierarchy  of  administrative  authority. 
The  system  and  process  is  often 
repressive  rather  than  liberating.  If  you 
are  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  down  the 
authority  ladder,  you  often  don’t  have 
influence  in  establishing  direction, 
policy,  or  goals. 

6.  Has  the  "quota  system,"  (the 
required  number  of  ethnic  minority 
persons  and  women)  adopted  by  boards 
favorably  or  unfavorably  affected  them 
in  their  job? 

Dr.  Job 

Of  course,  the  "quota  system"  has  had 
some  unfavorable  effects  on  boards  and 
agencies.  It  has  required  careful 
monitoring  of  hiring  practices  and 
increased  search  for  qualified  ethnic 
persons  and  women.  All  of  this  has  been 
costly  in  terms  of  energy,  time  and 
money.  But  we  must  remember  it  was 
made  necessary  by  our  blindness  and 
refusal  to  be  an  open  society  within  the 
denomination. 

There  have  also  been  favorable  effects 
upon  the  denomination  because  of  this 
system.  How  much  greater  would  be  the 
poverty  of  our  denomination  were  it  not 
for  the  richness  brought  to  boards  and 
agencies  from  the  ranks  of  ethnic 
minority  persons  and  women. 

Dr.  Gallaway 

In  my  opinion,  especially  where  rigidly 
adhered  to,  the  quota  system  with  regard 
to  ethnic  minority  persons  and  women 
has  been,  at  best,  a  mixed  blessing.  I  am 
committed  to  the  position  that  the  best 
person  should  be  chosen  for  every 
position,  without  regard  to  race  or  sex.  A 
rigid  quota  system  often  prevents  that 
from  occurring.  There  has  been  much 
concern  expressed  about  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church,  but  the  secret  of 
the  renewal  of  that  church  is  not  in 
positions  of  authority  and  prominence  on 
the  general  board  level,  but  in  the 
leadership  of  the  grass  roots  church. 

My  conviction,  personally,  about 
church  renewal,  is  that  it  will  ultimately 

Minnesotans 
don ' tfeel 
hellhound 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  Only  one 
Minnesotan  in  every  25  believes  he  or  she 
deserves  to  go  to  hell,  according  to  the 
Minneapolis  Tribune's  Minnesota  Poll. 

Five  times  as  many  people  know  of 
someone  who  is  a  sure  bet  to  go  to  hell  ( 20 
percent  do). 

While  not  asked  to  do  so,  some  people 
identified  their  sure  bets  for  hell :  drunk 
drivers,  someone  who  has  killed  another 
human,  "many  if  they  don't  mend  their 
ways,"  "anybody  who  hasn’t  accepted 
Christ,"  Idi  Amin,  political  people. 

Although  many  were  reluctant  to  give 
opinions  on  hell  s  occupants,  more  than 
seven  out  of  10  state  residents  (70 
percent)  believe  in  hell. 

But  many  more  people  (87  percent) 
believe  in  heaven,  a  place  where  most 
think  they  belong.  "I  live  a  Christian  life 
and  I  am  ready  to  go  to  heaven,"  said  a 
suburban  woman  of  senior-citizen  age. 

Most  people  believe  in  both  life  after 
death  and  in  heaven,  but  there  are  18 
percent  who  believe  in  one  and  not  the 
other. 

Another  survey  released  by  the 
Minneapolis  Tribune  revealed  that  when 
it  comes  to  love  and  marriage,  most 
students  at  the  University  of  Minnesota 
endorse  premarital  sexual  intercourse 
but  overwhelmingly  disapprove  of 
extramarital  sex. 

Of  300  students  interviewed,  64  percent 
said  they  approve  of  premarital  sex, 
while  the  reverse  is  true  of  extramarital 
intercourse  —  83  percent  of  those 
interviewed  disapprove  and  only  11 
percent  approve. 


happen,  if  at  all,  at  the  local  church  level. 
This  is  one  of  the  major  reasons  why  I  am 
again  a  local  church  pastor  —  which, 
incidentally,  1  do  not  feel  is  secondary  to 
any  general  board  staff  position.  We 
could  well  survive  —  and  perhaps 
progress  —  as  a  local  church  without  the 
general  boards,  but  the  general  boards 
and  the  hierarchy  of  the  church  are 
dependent  upon  the  grass  roots  church 
for  their  very  existence. 

7.  Are  there  serious  theological 
differences  within  the  church  which 
adv  ersely  affect  the  boards? 

Dr.  Job 

Yes,  there  are  serious  theological 
differences  within  the  church  and  they  do 
impose  difficulties  upon  boards  and 
agencies  as  they  do  upon  a  local 
congregation.  However,  this  "catholic 
nature"  of  our  denomination  and  of  our 
boards  and  agencies  can  be  a  source  of 
great  strength.  I  am  convinced  that  God 
speaks  through  our  pluralism.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  on  occasion  any  one 
section  of  the  church  seeks  to  control  all 
the  others.  This  too,  is  a  part  of  our  sinful 
nature. 

As  congregations  and  as  a 
denomination,  we  are  in  the  broad 
middle  stream  of  Protestant 
Christianity.  Therefore,  it  is  an  agency’s 
responsibility  to  program,  establish 
policy,  and  create  resources  that  will 
challenge,  nurture,  and  minister  to  this 
broad  constituency.  Obviously,  this 
places  tremendous  strain  on  every 
portion  of  the  church.  But,  would  we  have 
it  any  other  way  if  the  pluralism  of  the 
denomination  that  includes  us  were  the 
portion  to  be  eliminated? 

Dr.  Gallaway 

Yes,  there  are  serious  theological 
differences  within  the  church  which 
adversely  affect  the  boards.  There  is  a 
definite  evangelical  renewal  occurring 
within  the  grass  roots  church  which  is 
both  progressive  and  deeply  committed 
to  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord.  These 
new  evangelicals,  often  charismatic,  see 
both  love  of  God  and  love  of  neighbor  as 
essential  to  a  whole  Gospel.  For  the 
church  and  the  boards  to  communicate 
more  effectively,  this  group  must  be 
included  in  the  top  leadership  of  the 
boards.  Patronizing  appreciation  of  evan¬ 
gelical  renewal  and  goals  without  leader- 
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ship  opportunities  being  offered 
bring  more  division  in  the  future. 

8.  Are  further  changes  needed  to 
minister  effectively  at  the  general 
church  level  to  our  members  and  the 
world? 

Dr.  Job 

I  believe  that  the  less  time  we  give  to 
structure  and  the  more  time  we  give  to 
mission,  the  more  likely  we  are  to 
faithfully  follow  the  Lord  ef  the  church. 

Our  denomination  has  desperate 
needs,  but  they  are  not  in  the  area  of 
structure.  I  am  convinced  that  in  every 
congregation,  every  conference,  and  in 
every  board  and  agency,  the  greatest 
need  today  is  for  a  new  center,  a  new 
turning  toward  Jesus  Christ. 

The  second  greatest  need  today  is  for 
committed  and  courageous  leaders.  We 
sorely  lack  leaders  who  are  courageous 
enough  to  lead,  and  who  have  a 
consuming  sense  of  God’s  call  and  a 
glorious  vision  of  God’s  kingdom.  When 
these  two  things  come  to  pass,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  again  have 
direction,  will  no  longer  flounder,  gazing 
at  its  structures  and  pointing  fingers  at 
one  another. 

Dr.  Gallaway 

There  are  a  great  many  dedicated  and 
effective  staff  members  on  the  general 
boards  of  our  church.  As  such  leaders  are 
willing  to  listen,  as  well  as  speak,  to  the 
church  and  to  the  world,  ministry  will  be 
enhanced. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  church  erred 
in  creating  the  "super-boards"  in  1972. 
However,  I  would  not  want  to  make 
radical  changes  again  at  this  time.  The 
church  is  tired  of  that.  I  would  hope  that 
the  board  leadership  would  move  toward 
more  open  and  less  authoritative  styles 
and  free  the  staff  to  be  more  creative. 
Then,  let  us  stay  open  to  each  other, 
continue  the  dialogue,  and  above  all  seek 
the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  we 
might  be  in  God’s  will.  I  trust  that  this 
dialogue  will  contribute  to  that  end. 
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Ecumenism 
said  to  be 

waking  up 

MILWAUKEE,  Wis.  (RNS)  - 
Ecumenism,  that  often  slumbering, 
sluggish  movement  to  join  divided 
Christians,  came  fully  awake  here  for  a 
lively  two  hours. 

Nearly  3,000  persons  heard  three 
internationally  known  religious  figures 
speak  on  the  ecumenical  movement. 

The  speakers  were  Cardinal  Leon- 
Joseph  Suenens,  Archbishop  of  Malines- 
Brussels  and  primate  of  Belgium;  Dr.  A. 
Michael  Ramsey,  retired  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  Martin  E.  Marty, 
professor  at  the  University  of  Chicago 
Divinity  School. 

All  three  men  agreed  at  the 
symposium  that  ecumenism  had 
progressed  well  in  recent  years  but  that 
there  was  still  a  long  way  to  go. 

The  key  to  ecumenism,  the  way  of 
bringing  about  true  Christian  unity, 
explained  Archbishop  Ramsey,  was 
through  sharing  deep  spirituality. 

"We  ardently  long  for  renewal,"  said 
the  100th  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  “We 
long  for  renewal  of  Christian  spiritual 
depth.  The  key  to  unity,  of  our  church  is 
deep  unity  in  Jesus  Christ.  With  deeper 
spirituality,  people  will  ask  the  same 
questions  and  find  the  same  answers.  ” 

Dr.  Ramsey,  as  head  of  the  world’s 
Anglican  Communion  from  1961,  to  1974, 
helped  bring  Anglicans  and  Roman 
Catholics  closer  together. 

“We  must  regain  the  unity  we  never 
should  have  lost,”  Cardinal  Suenens  told 
the  audience.  “There  is  a  coming 
together  on  a  level  of  the  people  of  God 
that  is  across  denominations.  There  is  a 
move  of  the  Spirit  at  work,  like 
springtime  coming.  A  renewal  of  prayer 
life,  spirituality  and  the  sacrament  of 
reconciliation.” 

The  Roman  Catholic  prelate  warned 
that  ecumenical  unity  does  not  mean  all 
human  problems  will  be  solved.  Ir. 
diversity  and  plurality,  there  are  always 
going  to  be  problems,  he  explained,  but 
there  can  be  a  unity  in  diversity. 

Dr.  Marty  is  one  of  the  most  active 
speakers  and  most  prolific  writers  on 
religious  movements  and  change.  A 
former  Lutheran  pastor  with  a 
background  in  the  Missouri  Synod,  Dr. 
Marty  was  optimistic  about  ecumenism. 

“I  don’t  think  ecumenism  is  in  a  bad 
way,"  Dr.  Marty  said.  “There  are  many 
movements  and  many  Christian  people 
reaching  out." 

He  suggested  that  the  way  to  unite  the 
divided  Christian  church  is  through  a 
true  understanding  of  “the  human  Jesus 
as  the  exalted  Lord." 

“We  haven’t  put  on  the  spectacles  to 
really  see  Him,"  said  Marty.  “We 
haven’t  realized  that  our  lives  are 
splendidly  organized  around  the  magnet 
of  the  cross.” 
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Twenty-seven  missioners  to 
conduct  79  Mew  World  Missions  in  L.S. 


r 

V. 


Rev.  Ron  Elvery 


The  fourth  phase 
of  the  New  World 
Mission  to  our 
country  sponsored 
by  the  General 
Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  and  the 
Bishop’s  Lay  Com¬ 
mittee  for  World 
Evangelism  will 
bring  twenty-seven 
missioners  to  our 
country  in  April. 
They  will  be 
coming  from  twen¬ 


ty-one  countries  around  the  world  and 
represent  some  of  the  finest  leadership  in 
world-wide  Methodism.  These  missioners 
will  be  conducting  79  New  World  Mis¬ 
sions  across  40  of  our  annual  conferences. 


In  Louisiana  Rev.  Ron  Elvery, 
Brisbane,  Australia  will  be  here  April  23- 
27  announces  Rev.  Robert  Lawton. 

Rev.  Elvery,  L.Th.  spent  his  boyhood 
on  his  father’s  farm,  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  church  and  pays  tribute  to  the 
nurture  and  fellowship  of  the  church 
within  which  his  commitment  to  Christ 
was  declared  and  the  call  to  the  ministry 
was  confirmed.  His  ministry  was  begun 
in  1947.  He  trained  in  the  Theological 
Hall  of  the  Queensland  Conference;  and 
was  ordained  in  1953.  After  serving  rural, 
provincial  and  city  circuits  he  was 
Chairman  of  one  of  the  9  districts  in  the 
Queensland  Conference.  He  is  now  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Board  of  Parish 
Services  of  the  Queensland  Synod  of  the 
Uniting  Church  and  Director  of  its 
Division  of  Home  Mission. 


Tom  Matheny  lectures 
at  Baldwin  University 


Tom  H.  Matheny,  partner  of  the  law 
firm  Pittman  and  Matheny,  Hammond, 
Louisiana,  served  as  guest  lecturer  for 
his  second  year  at  Baker  University  in 
Baldwin  City,  Kansas.  This  traditional 
event  is  an  annual  week  long  series 
featuring  notables  from  the  fields  of 
business,  industry,  politics  and  religion 
to  emphasize  for  the  student  body  areas 
of  topical  interest. 

Matheny,  a  widely  known  public 
lecturer,  spoke  on  political  science  and 
religion,  drawing  on  both  empirical  and 
research  data,  using  the  topic, 
“American  Political  Process,’’  and  also 
conducted  a  symposium  in  “Religion  and 
Society.’’ 

In  Louisiana  Mr.  Matheny  has  served 
with  the  Twenty-First  Judicial  District  in 
Louisiana,  Commercial  Law  League  of 
America,  and  American  Trial  Lawyers 
Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Judicature  Society,  the  Law 
Science  Institute,  the  American 
Academy  of  Law  and  Science,  and  has 
served  as  Louisiana  Bar  Association 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legal  Aid 
and  Committee  of  Prison  Reform. 

Currently  he  serves  as  president  of  the 
Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  This  council  is  the  world  wide 
supreme  court  of  the  Methodist 


denomination.  He  holds  the  distinction  of 
being  its  youngest  president.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  President’s  Council  of  the 
National  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education.  He  has 
served  as  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Conference  Lay  Leaders 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  On 
numerous  occasions  he  has  been  a 
delegate  to  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  attending  conferences  in 
London,  Denver,  and  Dublin. 

Among  his  directorships  are  Scarritt 
College,  Board  of  Trustees,  Nashville, 
Tennessee;  Louisiana  National 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church;  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  Centenary  College,  and  the 
Japan  Christian  University  Foundation. 

For  the  annual  awards  banquet  he 
served  with  U.  S.  Senator  S.  I. 
Hayakawa.  During  the  visit  in  Baldwin 
City,  Kansas,  Mr.  Matheny  spoke  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church. 

Another  recent  honor  came  to  Mr. 
Matheny  when  Victor  Bussie,  President 
of  Louisiana  AFL-CIO,  selected  him  and 
Warren  H.  Wild  as  official  escorts  for  the 
Honorable  John  White,  Chairman  of  the 
Democratic  National  Convention,  during 
the  22nd  Annual  AFL-CIO  Convention  in 
Baton  Rouge. 


A  new 

Conference 

Newsletter 

To  strengthen  the  lines  of 
communication,  the  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women's  Newsletter  will  be 
sent  to  all  local  units'  elected  leaders  and 
to  members  of  the  district  and 
conference  executive  committees. 

Editor  Thelma  Brett  (Mrs.  Vernon  P.l, 
of  Slidell,  brings  a  wealth  of  experience 
in  the  field  of  journalism.  Mrs.  Amy 
Ward,  Conference  President,  thanks  all 
who  contributed  to  the  publishing  and 
mailing  of  the  first  issue.  The  next  issue 
will  be  a  "special"  on  the  School  of 
Christian  Mission. 

Walkers  Chapel 
appreciates  Th  ousan  d 

Club  check 

The  Walker’s  Chapel  Church  near 
Plain  Dealing  was  the  recipient  of  one- 
half  of  the  first  Thousand  Club  call  for 
this  year.  The  check  was  presented  to  the 
church  in  the  morning  worship  service  on 
March  5,  1978.  Presenting  the  check  to 
the  church  was  Mr.  Robert  F.  Duncan, 
Shreveport  District  Director  of  the 
Thousand  Club.  Receiving  the  gift  on 
behalf  of  the  congregation  was  Mr.  B.  E. 
Rodgers,  Co-Chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  F.  Lueg 
were  also  present  and  Dr.  Lueg, 
Shreveport  District  Superintendent, 
preached  the  morning  message. 

The  church  has  worshipped  in  the 
building  since  October  16,  1977  even 
though  it  has  been  incomplete.  The  old 
building  was  removed  several  months 
ago.  With  the  exception  of  adding  a 
steeple  later,  the  exterior  of  the  new 
structure  is  complete.  The  interior  is  not 
yet  complete,  but  will  be  and  new 
furnishings  purchased  as  funds  are  made 
available. 

Walker’s  Chapel  would  like  to  express 
its  deepest  appreciation  to  all  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  who  gave  to  the 
Thousand  Club  so  that  this  gift  could  be  a 
reality.  Rev.  Terry  C.  Lowe  is  pastor. 


('all  to  Prayer  fund  benefits 
program  on  aging 
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The  Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministries  presents  a  check  for  $250.00  to  the  XYZ 
Club  at  Coushatta  United  Methodist  Church  for  the  purchase  of  tables  and  chairs  for 
the  program  for  the  aging  at  Coushatta  UMC.  Rev.  James  Graham,  Director  of 
Metropolitan  Ministries  is  shown  presenting  the  check  to  Rev.  David  Corley,  Pastor 
of  Coushatta  UMC  with  Dr.  Carl  Lueg.  District  Superintendent  witnessing  the  event. 
This  gift  was  possible  through  a  grant  to  Metropolitan  Ministries  from  the  Call  to 
Prayer  Fund  from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  a  ministry  to  the  aging  in  small 
membership  churches. 

Successful  Lay 
Speaking  Sell ool 

Pictured  during  a  break  in  schedule 
are:  Rev.  Jerome  Cain.  Alexandria 
District  Superintendent;  Charles 
Goodgame,  District  Lay  Leader;  and 
Gordon  Bordelon,  instructor,  who  is 
director  of  the  Title  I  Program  for  St. 
Landry  Parish  School  Board. 

The  Alexandria  District  held  a  Lay  Speaking  School  with  74  persons  registered.  An 
average  of  46.67  attended  each  session,  and  33  will  be  either  certified  or  recertified. 
Not  all  persons  attending  were  interested  in  lay  speaker  certification,  but  wanted  to 
do  a  better  job  in  teaching  or  presiding  at  meetings.  Approximately  one-third  of  the 
registration  were  women,  and  several  preachers  participated.  Nineteen  different 
churches  were  represented.  Trinity  Church  in  Alexandria  hosted  the  meetings  with 
Robert  Miller  as  host  pastor  and  Fred  Campbell,  retired  minister  associate. 

Richard  Galloway  of  Northwestern  University  in  Natchitoches  is  District  Director 
of  Lay  Speaking.  _ 


Housing  Registration  for  Annual  Conference 

Dr.  Richard  Anders,  Assistant  Dean  of  Students,  Centenary  College  requests 
the  use  of  registration  cards  currently  being  sent  to  pastors  and  delegates. 
Returned  cards  and  a  deposit  will  facilitate  housing  arrangements  during  the 
1978  session  of  Annual  Conference.  _ 


Around  the  Conference 


Donaldsonville: 

The  Rev.  Andy  Forman,  evangelist  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  led  Holy  Week  renewal  -  revival  survival  services  at  First 
UMC,  Donaldsonville. 

"Life  is  Fragile  -  Handle  with  Care”  was  the  theme  /or  the  week. 

Co-chairmen  of  the  planning  committee  were  David  Price,  Karen  Fischer  and 
Theresa  Price.  Publicity,  pictured  above,  are  shown  making  plans.  David 
Price,  Co-chairman.  Earlene  Price.  Virginia  McCord.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill 
Coburn,  Virginia  Perkins  and  Annette  Guinchard,  hospitality;  and  Gary  Price, 
greeters  and  ushers  were  also  on  the  committee.  The  Rev.  H.  Cleve  Chandler  is 

pastor  at  Donaldsonville  United  Methodist  Church. 

According  to  Rev.  Chandler,  the  theme  was  chosen  to  emphasize  that  not  only  is 
physical  and  emotional  life  fragile,  but  also  spiritual  life  which  needs  nurture,  care 
and  gentle  handling. 


Belle  Chasse: 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Stothart  (“Miss  Mary"  to 
her  many  friends)  was  guest  of  honor  at 
a  party  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  T. 
Schech  at  their  home  in  Belle  Chasse, 


celebrating  her  86th  birthday  January  22. 
A  cake,  beautifully  decorated  with  edible 
red  roses  and  bearing  the  inscription 
“Happy  86th  Birthday,  Miss  Mary,"  was 
the  table  centerpiece. 

“Miss  Mary,”  a  native  of  Scotland,  has 
been  “adopted”  by  Girl  Scout  Troop  »584 
as  their  “foster  Grandmother”  and  she 
thoroughly  enjoys  the  role.  Mrs.  Ethel 
Merchant  and  Mrs.  Evelyn  Horton  are 
leaders  of  the  troop. 

“Miss  Mary"  attends  church  regularly 
at  Belle  Chasse  Community  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Her  once  nimble  fingers 
are  gnarled  with  arthritis  but  she  keeps 
busy  knitting  and  crocheting  and  is  an 
inspiration  to  all  who  know  her. 


Rev.  Andy 
man,  Carter 


Pineville: 

The  United  Methodist  Women’s  Book 
Review  Group  of  the  First  UMC,  Pine¬ 
ville,  met  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Edwin 
Wright. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Cross  Palmer,  formerly  of 
Winnfield,  local  author,  and  resident  of 
the  Annie  Mae  Matthews  Nursing  Home, 
and  Dr.  Phillip  Tapley,  professor  of 
language  and  literature  at  Louisiana 
College,  were  honored  guests. 

Dr.  Tapley  reviewed  two  of  Mrs. 
Palmer’s  books,  “Soldier  of  Good 
Fortune,”  and  "The  Beautiful  and  the 
isiana  March  12th  Doomed,”  in  a  dialogue  discussion.  He 

through  15th.  - 

Dr.  De  L.  Hinck¬ 
ley.  Minister,  Dis-  At  the  Annual  Women’s  Day  Program, 
trict  Superintendent  Dr.  Thelma  M.  Cobb,  Professor  of 
from  Oklahoma,  is  English,  Southern  University,  delivered 
shown  with  ones  at-  a  most  dynamic  and  challenging 
tending  an  early  message  on  the  theme  —  “Women  of 
morning  session.  Faith,  Vision,  and  Purpose"  at  the 
Rev.  Beverly  Bond  Camphor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


A  NEW  LIFE 
MISSION  was  held 
at  First  UMC, 
PINEVILLE,  Lou 


also  told  of  some  interesting  events  in 
Mrs.  Palmer's  life  and  writings.  He 
spoke  of  her  new  book  "The  Tin  Foil 
Goblet"  which  is  to  be  published.  It  is 
interesting  to  know  that  Mrs.  Palmer 
was  ninety  years  old,  December  25, 1977 . 

Program  co-ordinators  for  this 
meeting  were  Mrs.  Maurice  Davis  and 
Mrs.  Harvey  Henry. 

Attending  a  luncheon  with  Mrs. 
Palmer  following  the  meeting  were: 
Mrs.  Cannon  Matthews,  president  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  Mrs.  W.  K. 
Collins,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Moyers,  Mrs.  George 
Dameron,  Mrs.  Beverly  Bond,  Mrs. 
Maurice  Davis,  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Henry. 


Rev. 
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Wil- 

liams,  Rev.  Robert  | 

Crichlow.  Rev. 

Robert  Carter 
Second  Row  —  I. 

Milton  Baker,  Ad  | 
ministrative  Board  I 
Chairman,  Kayo  j 
Blackmon,  Music  | 

Director 

North  Baton  Rouge  United  Methodist  held  a  Renewal  Mission 
Christ  "  an  old  fashioned  Spirit-led  revival.  The  Rev.  Andy  Forman,  of  New 
Orleans,  whose  Ministry  in  Evangelism  is  an  activity  authored  in  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  conference  by  the  bishop  and  his  cabinet,  was  the  speaker. 


George  Calvin  is  pastor. 

Acolytes  Service  at  Camphor,  a 
graduation  and  installation  service  was 
held  recently  at  Camphor  UMC  for  the 
following  acolytes:  Adrian  Warren 
Hayes,  Kelvin  Dale  Morrison,  Bruce  Bell 


and  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  II. 

Regular  Acolytes  participating  in  the 
service  were  Reginald  D.  Henry,  Albert 
H.  Mitchell,  Joseph  Patterson,  Jr., 
Donald  L.  Smith,  Eric  J.  Singleton  and 
Kelvin  W.  Williams. 

Pew  Rally:  The  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  at  Camphor  UMC 
conducted  its  annual  Pew  Rally  on 
Sunday,  March  19,  at  the  morning 
worship  service.  The  funds  from  the  rally 
will  serve  as  a  contribution  to  the  Sickle- 
Cell  Fund  Foundation. 


Vamado: 

Rev.  Isaiah  McCoy.  Pastor  of  Mary’s 
Chapel  UMC,  Varnado,  was  host  for  the 
Charge  Conference  held  on  the  Angie 
Circuit.  The  Wesley  Ray  and  Live  Oak 
Churches  were  represented  through  their 
attendance  and  reports. 

Pastor  McCoy  introduced  Doctor  and 
Mrs.  W.D.  Boddie. 

During  the  worship  service  Dr.  Boddie 
delivered  the  Communion  Message.  Four 
lay  speakers  received  certificates. 
Members  were  urged  to  continue  to 
widen  areas  of  interest  and  leadership  in 
local  church  emphasis. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  McCoy  were  honored 
with  gifts  presented  to  them  for  their 
leadership  and  spiritual  concern  in  the 
community. 

Rev.  Clifton  Williams  was  speaker  on 
Student  Recognition  Day  at  Mary’s 
Chapel.  Students  honored  were:  Miss 
Janice  Nichols  and  Miss  Linda  Peters, 
Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge;  Miss 
Debra  Sam,  University  of  Illinois, 
Chicago;  Miss  Rena  Spikes,  Miss  Shelia 
Morris,  Jacob  Park,  Stanley  Young,  Miss 
Sherrie  Peters  and  Miss  Hazel  Peters, 
Southeastern  University,  Hammond; 
Miss  Cinda  Sam,  University  of  Illinois, 
Chicago;  Lawrence  Young,  Dillard 
University,  New  Orleans;  and  Bryce 
Jackson,  L.  S.  U.  Medical  School,  New 
Orleans. 

The  men  of  St.  Matthew’s  are  "On  The 
Move!”  Total  membership  of  our  group 
is  now  up  to  46  men.  What  a  great 
opportunity  for  "fun,  fellowship  and 
sharing  for  the  Lord" ! !  Our  next  dinner 
meeting  will  feature  Mr.  Herb  J. 
Deslatte,  an  associate  of  Kessler-Boden- 
heimer  Insurance  Agency,  who  will 
share  his  personal  testimony  of  what  the 
Lord  has  done  in  his  life.  Ernest  Arnold, 
Conference  Chairman,  UMM  has  also 


News  briefs 

A  Diagonal  Ministry  Workshop  will  be 
held.  April  9-10.  at  the  Plymouth  Park 
UMC,  Irving.  Texas.  This  event  will  train 
persons  to  function  as  Conference 
Diaconal  registrars,  explain  the  status 
of  the  Diaconal  Ministry  deals  with  the 
unique  problems  of  this  ministry  and 
give  suggested  programming  for  the 
Diaconal  Ministry. 

Leadership  for  the  event  will  be  Dr.  R. 
Harold  Hipps.  Associate  General 
Secretary,  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry;  Ms.  Rena  Yocom, 
Associate  in  Education,  Shawnee 
Mission,  Kansas,  and  a  member  of  the 
Commission  to  Study  the  Diaconal 
Ministry;  Mr.  Royce  Hardaway, 
Director  of  Education,  Highland  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas. 

Algiers  United  Methodist  Church 
announces  its  forthcoming  SPREE  April 
23-26.  The  SPREE  General  Task  Force  is 
led  by  Rev.  Carey  A.  Martin,  pastor,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clare  Foreman,  General 
Task  Force  Chairmen.  The  general  task 
force  is  composed  of  14  chairmen  of 
different  task  groups. 

A  Spiritual  Renewal  Encounter  is 
being  planned  in  the  areas  of  family  life, 
children's  and  youth  work,  and  personal 
evangelism.  An  overall  refreshing  from 
heaven  for  our  entire  congregation  and 
city  is  their  hope  and  prayer. 

The  general  public  is  invited  and  urged 
to  come  for  a  time  of  spiritual  refreshing 
in  your  own  life. 

A  Festival  on  Religion  and  Rural  Life 
is  to  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
July  31 -August  3,1978. 

This  Festival  will  have  similarities  to 
the  six  National  Methodist  Quadrennial 
Town  and  Country  Conferences 
beginning  with  Lincoln,  Nebraska  in  1947 
and  ending  with  the  interdenominational 
conference  in  Columbus,  Ohio  in  1967. 
The  Festival  will  build  on  present  needs 
and  potentials  as  we  enter  into  the  future. 

Dr.  Marvin  Judy,  Dallas;  Ms.  Gladys 
Campbell,  B.G.M.;  Town  &  Country 
Ministries;  and  Rev.  Glenn  Biddle,  Pres. 
U.  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  are 
working  on  the  promotion  of  the  Festival. 

A  Seminar  on  Religion  Art  and 
Education  will  be  held  in  New  York  City 
August  23-31,  1978  sponsored  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Participants  of  educators  and 
programs  planners  will  be  selected  from 
those  in  denominations  interested  in 
artistic  and  theological  areas  of  religion, 
art  and  education.  Full  registration  fee  is 
$135.00  and  dormitory  rooms  (2  in  a 
room)  are  available  in  Union  Theological 
Seminary  for  $80.00.  Registration 
includes  field  trips  in  New  York  City; 
side  bus  trips  to  Philadelphia,  Long 
Island,  and  Stanford  and  New  Canaan, 
Conn. ;  fees  to  museums  and  four 
evenings  at  the  theater.  (Further 
information  about  specific  aspects, 
leaders,  and  schedule  may  be  obtained 
throagh  the  Council  on  Ministries  Office 
in  Shreveport. ) 

An  England  Holiday,  July  3-18, 1978  is  a 
study  tour  sponsored  by  the  National 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries.  It  is  especially  designed  for 
members  and  friends  of  the  N.A.H.W.M. 
featuring  sightseeing  and  special  visits 
to  British  Methodist  hospitals,  children’s 
homes  and  homes  for  the  aged. 

Write  to  National  Association  of  Health 
&  Welfare  Ministries,  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  192,  Evanston, 
111.60204. 


A  Bill  Mann  Singing  Revival  will  be 
held,  April  9-11,  at  Napoleon  Avenue 
UMC. 

Organists  will  be  Mrs.  Barbara  Cook 
and  Mrs.  Myrtle  Gibbins.  Rev.  Robert  W. 
Peterson  is  pastor. 


been  a  guest  to  present  the  charter. 

April  8th  will  be  a  Pancake  Breakfast 
for  the  congregation  and  the  community ! 
Besides  offering  a  great  opportunity  for 
fellowship  of  our  Church  members,  it  is 
designed  to  “get  the  ball  rolling"  with  an 
early  turnout  for  our  Church  Family  Fair 
to  be  held  that  weekend.  The  men  of  the 
fellowship  will  be  manning  the  food  sales 
booth  during  the  fair,  giving  their  full 
support  to  this  Church  Community 
function. 

The  United  Methodist  Men  are  wearing 
gold  pins  with  the  words  “Methodist 
Men’’  inscribed  and' a  red  colored  cross 
of  Christ. 

The  "Words  from  the  Cross,”  a  three 
hour  worship  service  divided  into  twenty 
minute  sections,  was  held  on  Good 
Friday,  March  24,  at  the  Vidalia  United 
Methodist  Church.  Seven  ministers, 
representing  four  denominations  and  two 
annual  conferences  participated  in  the 
well-attended  event,  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  Vidalia  in  several  years.  The  Revs. 
John  Bleckley  (Vidalia  Presbyterian), 
Matthew  Scanlon  (Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Roman  Catholic),  James  Gorham 
(Riverside  Baptist),  Jim  Allen  (First 
Baptist),  Edwin  House  (Sevier  Memorial 
UMC,  Ferriday),  Rex  Loftin  (Jefferson 
Street  UMC,  Natchez)  and  the  host 
pastor,  Steve  Caraway,  were  the 
participants. 


"New  Life  In 


Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 

Editor  Ray  Branton 

News  Editor  Frances  Pearce 

-  Send  news  of  events,  special  activites  and  features  to  Council  On  Ministries 
Office,  P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 


_  __!V  i  Sir  . 

Pictured  are  fifty-one  (51 )  sixth  and  seventh  grade  Young  people  in  the 
Confirmation  Class  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Doug  McGuire  is 
pastor. 
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Editorials  ■ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


We  should  seek  to  lessen  the 
exploitation  of  sex  on  television 


Here  I  Stand 


APRIL  7, 1978 


The  headline  on  a  recent  news  release 
received  in  our  office  screamed:  "Much 
more  sex  on  the  tube  slated  for  new  TV 
season.’’  The  news  release  was  based  on 
interviews  with  network  program 
executives  by  the  New  York  Times’  TV 
critic.  He  wrote  that  two  factors  leading 
to  this  trend  are  the  success  of  churches 
and  other  reform  groups  in  reducing  the 
amount  of  violence  in  television 
programs,  and  the  ineffectiveness  of 
these  same  groups  in  opposing  the  ABC- 
TV  serial  "Soap.”  He  indicated  that  the 
ratings  success  of  programs  such  as 
"Soap,”  "Three’s  Company,”  "Love 
Boat,”  and  "Charlie’s  Angels”  —  all  of 
which  are  filled  with  sexual  innuendo  — 
will  result  in  many  more  such  shows 
appearing  on  the  airwaves  this  fall. 

This  information  brought  to  mind  an 
editorial  warning  we  published  last  fall 
regarding  “Soap”:  “With  the  networks 
curtailing  the  amount  of  gratuitous 
violence  in  their  programming  —  under 
pressure  from  various  citizens  groups  — 
the  obvious  trend  is  toward  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of 
programs  which  exploit  sexual  themes. 
If  ‘Soap’  —  with  all  its  grotesque  sexual 
stereotypes  —  should  prove  to  be  a 
ratings  success,  we  can  expect  a  host  of 
‘Soap-imitations’  to  appear  on  our  prime 
time  schedules  in  the  near  future.  ” 

While  there  is  a  certain  satisfaction  in 
correctly  forecasting  the  future,  we 
earnestly  wish  that  this  editorial 
prediction  had  proven  to  be  incorrect. 

If  exposure  to  television  commercials 
can  influence  people  to  purchase  every 
conceivable  kind  of  product,  exposure  to 
the  content  of  television  programs  is 


bound  to  have  an  effect  »n  shaping 
personal  and  social  values.  As 
Christians,  we  can  only  be  dismayed  by 
many  of  the  values  being  promoted  by 
the  current  crop  of  "sexploitation” 
programs:  that  sex  is  more  to  be  joked 
about  than  taken  seriously,  that  sex 
outside  of  marriage  is  better  than  sex 
within  the  bounds  of  a  lasting  marriage 
covenant;  that  glamorous  looks,  shapely 
hips,  and  big  breasts  are  more  important 
than  moral  character. 

We  believe  that  the  consumption  of  a 
steady  diet  of  such  distorted  sexual 
values  is  as  unhealthy  for  individuals  and 
for  society  as  is  the  consumption  of  a 
steady  diet  of  senseless  violence. 

The  lessening  of  gratuitous  violence  in 
current  television  programs  has  proven 
that  a  sufficiently  aroused  public  can 
bring  about  changes.  The  as  yet  unan¬ 
swered  question  is  whether  or  not  we  will 
tolerate  or  oppose  the  current  trend 
toward  ever  greater  amounts  of  sexual 
promiscuity  and  sexual  exploitation 
being  sent  out  over  the  airwaves. 

If  you  share  our  concern  regarding  this 
trend,  we  urge  you  to  engage  in  the 
following  actions  to  bring  about  changes: 
(1)  do  not  continue  to  watch  programs 
whose  content  you  consider  morally 
objectionable;  (2)  write  letters  to  the 
commercial  sponsors  of  programs  you 
find  morally  objectionable,  expressing 
your  intention  not  to  buy  their  products 
so  long  as  they  continue  to  sponsor  such 
programs;  and  (3)  write  letters  to  your 
local  television  stations  and  to  the 
television  networks  telling  why  you 
believe  such  programs  are  objectionable 
and  should  not  be  shown. 


Playing  the  4 TV  Blame  Game’  allows  us 
to  avoid  accepting  person  al  responsibility 


A  TV  program  worth  watching 


If  you  are  looking  for  a  television 
program  that  is  both  educational  and 
entertaining,  we  recommend  "Meeting 
of  Minds,”  a  series  currently  being 
shown  on  public  television  stations. 

“Meeting  of  Minds”  is  a  freewheeling 
roundtable  discussion  involving  four 
people  from  different  periods  of  human 
history.  Written  and  moderated  by  Steve 
Allen,  the  program’s  characters  apply 
their  insights  from  the  past  to  the  issues 
of  our  time.  By  meeting  the  thoughts  of 
such  people  as  Martin  Luther,  Plato, 
Voltaire,  Attila  the  Hun,  Emily 
Dickinson,  Galileo,  and  Florence  Night¬ 


ingale,  viewers  learn  both  about  their 
heritage  and  about  the  timelessness 
of  many  human  problems. 

For  a  time  such  as  ours  —  when 
people’s  lives  are  highly  segmented  and 
compartmentalized  —  “Meeting  of 
Minds”  provides  a  unique  overview  of 
the  interrelationship  between  religion, 
politics,  economics  and  morality. 

If  you  are  interested  in  participating  in 
a  creative  look  at  human  civilization  — 
past  and  present  —  we  recommend  that 
you  check  your  local  public  television 
listings  and  invest  an  hour  each  week  in 
"Meeting  of  Minds.  ” 


By  LAUREL  ARTHUR  BURTON 

Imagine  a  new  television  season  and 
the  premier  of  an  exciting  and  anxiously 
awaited  new  game  show.  "It’s  the  Blame 
Game!”  Prizes  will  be  awarded  for  the 
best  excuses  a  contestant  can  give  as  to 
why  he  or  she  is  not  responsible  for 
anything. 

It  seems  that  everywhere  —  on  radio, 
television,  in  newspapers,  magazines, 
and  books  —  politicians,  economists, 
preachers  and  even  educators  are 
interpreting  contemporary  culture  in 
terms  of  one  conclusion:  "It  is  the  fault 
of  someone  else.”  Frequently  the  villain 
is  television. 

In  a  recent  trial,  the  defense  argued 
that  a  15-year-old  boy  was  so  influenced 
by  television  that  he  committed  murder. 
Well,  not  murder  exactly,  since  the  boy 
was  not  responsible.  Television  was. 

A  newspaper  story  reports  a  violent 
attack  upon  a  woman  in  a  subway  while 
commuters  stand  by.  Someone 
theorizes:  television  violence  causes  us 
to  be  apathetic  in  the  face  of  real 
violence. 

Persons  in  the  ordained  ministry  many 
times  make  the  same  assertions.  There 
are  a  number  of  very  thoughtful  people 
who  would  like  us  to  believe  that 
television  directs  our  lives.  They  seem  to 
feel  that  television  dictates  to  us  rather 
than  reflects  us.  If  this  logic  is  to  previal, 
we  must  assume  that  the  enemy  has 
entered  into  our  very  homes  and  now 
holds  us  captive,  forcing  us  to  do  "its” 
will. 

There  are  problems  with  television, 
problems  we  cannot  deny.  But  the  larger 
problem  is  with  us,  the  viewers.  Let’s  not 
forget  this  is  free  enterprise,  and  if  we 
don’t  buy  it,  it  won’t  sell. 

Are  we  buying  a  new  religion? 

What  is  it  we  are  buying?  Several 
observers  of  popular  culture  have 


pointed  out  that  we  are  buying  a  belief 
system,  a  "religion”  if  you  will. 
Television  is  the  high  altar  around  which 
tor  the  sacrament  through  which)  the 
ritual  affirmations  of  the  "religion”  are 
made. 

While  there  are  many  subtle  and  even 
complex  distinctions  to  be  made  with 
regard  to  this  belief  system,  there  are 
two  things  that  stand  out  in  letters  larger 
than  all  the  rest.  First,  in  our  "religion,” 
evil  (that  is,  the  source  of  all  our 
troubles)  is  external  to  us.  In  other 
words,  we  are  never  at  fault  when  things 
go  wrong.  For  example,  people  are  not 
responsible  for  violence,  television  is. 

Second,  we  will  be  delivered  from  this 
evil  by  some  hero-messiah  from  the 
outside.  To  the  pulse-quickening  strains 
of  the  William  Tell  Overture  we  still  hear 
the  words:  "Return  with  us  now  to  those 
thrilling  days  of  yesteryear  ...”  and  we 
fully  expect  (at  least  at  some 
unconscious  level)  the  "Lone  Hero”  to 
come  riding  into  our  lives  to  save  us. 

This  belief  system  is  not  the  invention 
of  television,  nor  is  it  the  "son  of 
Saturday  afternoon  serials.”  It  reflects 
our  own  infantile  wishes  to  be  taken  care 
of.  These  wishes  have  been  a  part  of 
human  cultures  since  long  before  the 
invention  of  the  electronic  media.  One 
has  but  to  hear  certain  popular 
evangelists  to  know  of  a  certain 
"Christian  complacency"  in  this  matter. 

A  variety  of  expressions 

The  wish  to  be  dependent  expresses 
itself  in  a  variety  of  ways.  Dependent 
persons  wish  for  simplicity  in  life  and 
decision-making.  As  dependents,  we 
enjoy  nostalgia  and  expressions  of  the 
•  good  old  days,”  and  the  “old  time 
religion.”  Complexity  and  responsibility 
are  an  anathema  to  dependent  persons. 

Instead  of  struggling  with  the  difficult 
and  ambivalent  problems  involved  with 
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An  ominous  decision  by  NBC  radio 


We  believe  the  NBC  radio  network's 
refusal  to  air  an  upcoming  segment  of 
the  "Lutheran  Hour”  dealing  with 
abortion  is  deplorable. 

The  "Lutheran  Hour”  is  a  weekly 
broadcast  on  some  1000  radio  stations. 
Braodcast  time  is  purchased  for  it  to 
appear  on  the  50-station  NBC  radio 
network. 

The  segment  in  question  involves  a 
sermon  dealing  with  "The  Sanctity  of 
Life,”  and  presents  a  “pro-life”  view  on 
the  issue  of  abortion. 

NBC  officials  refused  to  air  the 
program  because  it  deals  with  only  one 
side  of  a  controversial  issue,  saying  it  is 
network  policy  “to  provide  the  public 
with  information  on  controversial  issues 
under  the  auspices  of  disinterested 
journalists  rather  than  advocates  that 
have  the  means  to  buy  time  to  express 
their  views.” 

Although  we  do  not  fully  agree  with  the 
position  being  espoused  by  the 
“Lutheran  Hour”  preacher,  we  fully 
affirm  his  right  to  preach  the  Christian 
gospel  as  he  understands  it. 

We  consider  NBC’s  decision  not  to  air 
this  program  irresponsible,  and  the 
implications  of  this  decision  very 
disturbing.  Not  only  does  this  decision 
infringe  on  the  constitutional  rights  of 
free  speech  and  the  free  exercise  of 


religion,  but  it  suggests  that  religion 
must  only  deal  with  “safe,”  non- 
controversial  issues.  If  such  a  decision  is 
allowed  to  stand,  religion  is  relegated  to 
a  place  of  irrelevance  and  our  society  is 
in  serious  trouble. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


the  nature  and  value  of  human  life 
inherent  in  certain  experiences 
(terminal  illness,  brain  damage,  etc.) 
some  of  us  will  long  for  a  simpler  time 
when  "God’s  will  be  done,”  while  others 
will  actually  expect  a  “Marcus  Welby, 
M.D.”  like  visit  from  the  neighborhood 
healer  to  "cure"  the  situation  in  sixty 
minutes. 

Even  in  the  area  of  population  control, 
many  of  our  young  people  (and  some  not 
so  young)  refuse  to  make  conscious 
decisions  about  the  creation  of  life,  and 
when  they  become  “accidentally 
pregnant"  they  hope  for  some  hero  — 
whether  physician  or  lover  —  to  rescue 
them  from  their  situation. 

Television  reflects  these  things,  but  it 
did  not  invent  them.  “Charlie’s  Angels" 
is  but  a  trinitarian  version  of  earlier 
detective  fiction  —  combining  the 
popular  values  of  youth,  beauty  and  flip 
smugness  in  slick,  plastic  wrapping.  It 
sells  well,  and  that’s  just  the  point.  It 
sells  because  most  media  consumers  are 
not  mature  enough  nor,  perhaps, 
theologically  astute  enough,  actively  to 
demand  anything  else. 

An  escape  from  responsibility 

Is  there  no  place  for  “pure 
entertainment"  then?  Of  course  there  is. 
But  entertainment  and  a  daily  diet  of  this 
“escapist  religion”  are  two  entirely 
different  things.  Entertainment  can  be 
refreshing  and  allow  us  to  obtain 
distance  and  regain  perspective.  Our 
reliance  upon  the  rituals  of  popular 
escapist  salvation  only  increases  our 
need  to  locate  both  good  and  evil  outside 
ourselves,  thus  absolving  us  of  any 
responsibility. 

In  the  campaign  to  place  the  blame  for 
our  "problems”  outside  us  and  our 
individual  communities,  many 
concerned  persons  have  agreed  that 
television  is  the  mechanical  incarnation 
of  evil.  We  have  claimed  that  if  the 
violence  of  television  does  not  directly 
precipitate  violence  in  the  real  world, 
then  it  must  do  the  opposite  and  make  us 
apathetic  in  the  face  of  violence.  There 
are  numerous  studies  to  offer  credence  to 
either  argument. 

However,  as  church  persons,  we  must 
stop  to  ask  if  there  might  be  another 
possibility.  It  is  just  possible  that  our 
belief  system  itself  —  our  popular 
conception  of  external  evil  and  external 
salvation  —  is  the  problem.  If  violence  is 
on  the  increase,  perhaps  one  reason  is 
that  in  our  popular  culture  we  seldom 
affirm  the  virtues  of  delayed 
gratification  and  patience.  We  are 
accustomed  to  thinking  for  only 
moments  at  a  time  and  to  having  difficult 
situations  resolved  —  without  our  help  — 
in  thirty  to  sixty  minutes. 


And  what  about  apathy  in  the  face  of 
violence?  I  do  not  believe  that  the  violent 
programs  on  television  have  forced  us  to 
retreat  into  ourselves,  but  rather,  that 
the  popular  solutions  to  those  violent 
situations  have  shown  us  that  we  are 
powerless  to  change  them.  It  takes  a 
"hero"  instead,  for  only  an  external 
messiah  can  defeat  the  external  evil. 

Almost  every  pastor  can  tell  you  that  a 
"poor  self-image”  is  a  major  human 
problem  in  this  country.  Literally 
millions  of  so-called  self-help  books  have 
glutted  the  market  to  do  battle  with 
people's  sagging  self-esteem.  But  hardly 
a  scratch  or  dent  has  been  made  in  the 
American  psyche,  because  we  continue 
to  promote  and  accept  the  popular  belief 
that  both  evil  and  salvation  are  beyond 
the  scope  of  human  responsibility. 

We  must  reject  popular  illusions 

There  is  a  way  effectively  to  alter  the 
popular  creeds  we  so  blindly  recite.  We 
must  become  aware  of  the  illusions  of  the 
popular  belief  system,  and  offer  the 
concrete  alternative  of  the  Christian 
Gospel. 

False  expectations  have  always  been  a 
problem  with  human  beings.  Whether 
appealing  to  the  gods  or  to  lovers,  an 
incredible  number  of  persons  actually 
believe  that  they  can  find  happiness  and 
fulfillment  through  something  or 
someone  outside  themselves.  But  just  as 
the  gods  have  not  always  delivered  the 
rain  on  time,  and  just  as  relational  bliss 
often  turns  as  sour  as  moudly  milk,  so  do 
all  fantasies  that  expect  impending 
fulfillment  externally,  without  internal 
responsibility.  The  gospel  has  never 
condoned  “cheap  grace”  nor  “simple 
salvation.”  Christ  calls  us  from  our 
destructive  past  to  a  future  of  radical 
possibility  in  Him.  He  extends  the  call, 
but  we  must  be  the  response. 

It  is  from  within  that  we  must  search 
out  the  sources  of  strength.  This  is  not  to 
say  that  personal  or  spiritual 
isolationism  is  the  answer.  Rather,  it  is 
to  suggest  that  individual  responsibility 
is  the  logical  way  to  establish  a  strong 
community  responsibility.  Blaming  can 
no  longer  be  the  name  of  the  game, 
especially  not  for  the  church.  When  there 
is  evil,  it  is  never  solely  from  without.  If 
there  is  to  be  salvation,  it  will  begin  with 
Christ  and  be  lived  out  in  responsibility. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Laurel  Arthur  Burton,  is  chaplain  and 
assistant  professor  of  religion  at  Millikin 
University  in  Decatur,  Illinois. 


Meaning  and  purpose  of  church  camps  misinterpreted 
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To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  the  article  on  segregated 
camping  in  the  March  17  issue  of  TM/ 
UMR,  it  appears  that  William  Rollins 
and  Neil  Alexander  have  both  somewhat 
missed  the  point  as  to  what  Christian 
education  outdoors’  role  is  within  the 
total  ministry  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Rollins’  challenge  that  the 
definition  of  Christian  camping  be 
broadened  to  include  inner  city  and 
“indoors  .  .  .  conference  type”  experi¬ 
ences  is,  unfortunately,  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  many  annual  conferences. 
The  result  is  that  the  term  “camping" 
has  been  rendered  virtually  meaningless 
in  some  church  circles.  I  agree  that  the 
church  should  creatively  involve  itself  in 
a  variety  of  short  and  long  term 
residential  Christian  education 
experiences.  But  let’s  label  them  such  — 
and  not  continue  to  call  every  conference 
sponsored  activity  that  comes  along  a 
camp.  Christian  education  outdoors  is  an 
accurate  description  of  the  unique 
educational  opportunities  which 
Christian  camping  can  provide,  and  it 
would  be  a  loss  to  the  church  if  we  no 
longer  availed  ourselves  of  teaching 
about  God’s  creation  by  living  and 
learning  in  nature. 

Neil  Alexander’s  quoted  response  to 
Mr.  Rollins  that  to  call  anything  but 
outdoor  Christian  education  experiences 
camping  “is  blasphemy  to  this  group 
when  we  have  camp  sites  to  fill”  is, 
unfortunately,  a  too  accurate  reflection 
of  the  trap  which  many  of  us  in 
leadership  positions  in  annual 
conference  level  camping  have  found 
ourselves  fallen  into.  Camping  is  a 
tremendous  vehicle  for  Christian  nurture 
and  growth  in  the  local  church  setting  as 
well  as  at  the  conference  level.  In  fact, 
much  of  its  value  as  a  facilitator  of 
growth  in  interpersonal  relationships 
and  understanding  between  people  is 
better  used  in  the  local  church  setting 
than  the  conference  camp  setting. 
Conferences  tend  to  become  so 
preoccupied  with  the  numbers  games  of 
filling  sites  that  creative  use  of  camping 
at  the  local  church  level  (which  might 
mean  use  of  a  non-United  Methodist 
owned  site)  is  often  actually 
discouraged.  New  models  of  how 
conference  owned  sites  and  program 
consultants  can  help  facilitate  local 
church  camping  need  to  be  developed, 
instead  of  conference  camp  committees 
concentrating  on  programming  where 
leadership  is  provided  at  the  conference 
level.  Steve  Zekoff 

Perry,  Iowa 

We  shouldn’t  Ih*  select i  \  e 
in  condemning  oppression 
To  the  Editor : 

I  have  a  problem  with  the  statements 
by  our  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 


Board  of  Church  and  Society  attacking 
South  Africa’s  repressive  actions.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  South  Africa  is  a  racist 
state,  but  it  bothers  me  that  one  nation  is 
picked  out  among  all  others.  It  seems  we 
are  again  doing  the  usual  by  joining  the 
bandwagon  rather  than  perceptively 
seeing  the  issue  and  speaking  to  it. 

The  issue  is  oppression  wherever  it 
occurs.  The  issue  is  one  person  using 
another  for  personal  gain  with  little 
regard  for  the  one  being  used.  Racism 
needs  to  be  smashed.  Speak  against 
apartheid,  by  all  means,  but  speak  out 
also  against  American  unions  that  will 
not  freely  allow  blacks  to  join  their 
memberships.  Speak  against  churches 
that  will  not  accept  pastors  of  another 
color  or  nationality. 

We  need  to  look  at  our  world  and  cast  a 
prophet’s  verse  at  wholesale  slaughter  of 
Cambodians  by  their  government.  The 
same  can  be  said  of  Vietnam  and 
Uganda.  And  why  have  we  been  so  silent 
about  oppression  of  Christians  in  the 
USSR.  Do  we  only  disapprove  of 
oppression  when  it  concerns  race? 

We  are  not  in  the  business  of  pro¬ 
claiming  the  judgment  of  the  church.  We 
are  not  in  the  business  of  proclaiming 
the  judgment  of  pressure  groups.  That 
judgment  is  meaningless.  We  are  in  the 
business  of  proclaiming  the  judgment 
of  God  against  all  oppression.  South  Afri¬ 
can,  Cuban,  Cambodian,  Russian,  Amer¬ 
ican.  wherever  it  raises  its  ugly  head. 

Tom  Seay 

Oliver  Springs,  Tennessee 

An  irresponsible  action 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  concerned  to  learn  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  building  in 
Washington,  D.C.  leases  room  to  a 
homosexual  rights  lobby  and  the  church 
has  no  control  over  how  that  church 
building  is  used  (TM/UMR,  March  3). 

Such  lack  of  responsibility  is  an  affront 
to  all  Christians  who  know  God’s  Word 
does  not  change.  The  Bible  plainly  tells 
us  that  homosexual  behavior  is  an 
abomination  to  God.  No  more  of  my 
tithing  will  go  to  the  United  Methodist 
Conference  until  I  know  that  has  been 
corrected.  JohnE.Mears 

Centreville,  Maryland 

(iod  can  gne  iis  the  w  ill 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  much  impressed  by  the 
recent  editorial  on  over-consumption 
(TM/UMR,  March  17).  It  seems  as  if 
more  and  more  Christians  are  beginning 
to  see  America’s  over-consumption  as  a 
sin. 

Having  a  weight  problem  on  and  off  for 
most  of  my  life,  I  never  had  thought  of  it 
as  sin  —  but  that  it  was  there  because  of 
obesity  running  in  my  family  and 
because  dieting  was  too  strenuous 


exercise.  After  seeking  the  Lord’s  face 
and  His  perfect  will  for  me  in  the  last  few 
months,  I  was  rather  surprised  when  He 
impressed  upon  me  that  there  was  a  big 
area  of  my  life  that  was  not  turned  over 
to  Him  —  that  of  my  weight  problem.  I 
came  to  understand  that  overeating  was 
a  sin  for  me  because:  (1)  it  was 
destroying  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
(my  body)  as  evidenced  by  some  health 
problems  in  the  last  two  years;  and  (2) 
someone  in  this  world  was  starving 
because  I  (America)  ate  more  than  my 
share. 

This  whole  experience  really  opened 
my  eyes  to  one  of  Christianity’s  most 
subtle  sins.  God  can  give  us  the 
willpower  and  wisdom  we  need  to 
restrict  our  over-consumption. 

The  world  hunger  problem  is  most 
distressing.  Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  if 
the  hungry  of  our  world  would  be  able  to 
obtain  more  food  somehow,  as  America 
began  to  eat  less?  Many  thanks  for  your 
inspiring  editorial.  Meg  Taylor 

Appalachia,  Virginia 
Indifference  to  Scripture 
is  weakening  the  eh  ureli 
To  the  Editor: 

Having  been  raised  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for  twenty-six  years  and 
quite  active  in  its  affairs,  I  feel  moved  to 
write  to  voice  my  concern.  Last  year  I 
attended  Grace  Theological  Seminary 
(Winona  Lake,  Indiana)  and  have  often 
preached  in  United  Methodist  churches. 

I  would  like  to  speak  in  behalf  of 
several  young  Christians,  including 
myself,  who  have  either  left  or  are 
seriously  considering  their  departure 
from  the  organized  UMC.  These 
Christians  are  disillusioned  and 
unhappy,  for  they  sincerely  desire  to 
serve  their  Lord  and  Savior.  There  are 
two  basic  reasons  for  their 
discontentment:  (1)  Many  men  and 
women  who  are  in  the  hierarchy  of  the 
UMC  simply  do  not  believe  the  Bible,  nor 
do  they  hold  to  its  basic  teaching  of  sound 
Christian  doctrine;  and  (2)  In  many  of 
the  UM  churches,  there  is  no  effort 
(whether  purposeful  or  because  of 
ignorance)  to  preach  or  to  teach  basic 
biblical  doctrines  to  the  congregation. 
Men  and  women  are  not  hearing  the  true 
and  genuine  Gospel  in  order  that  they 
might  be  converted  and  escape  the 
reality  of  hell. 

Any  person  who  has  read  John 
Wesley’s  journal  should  agree  that 
Wesley  was  a  preacher  who  certainly  did 
not  tolerate  an  attitude  of  unbelief  and 
indifference  towards  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Indeed,  it  is  sad  that  many 
UM  pastors  and  teachers  cannot  tell  a 
person  how  to  get  to  heaven,  nor  are  they 
prepared  to  hold  firmly  to  the  Scriptures 
as  did  John  Wesley. 

If  Wesley  were  alive  today  and  active 


in  his  ministry  as  he  was  in  1740,  many 
pulpits  would  be  closed  to  him  as  they 
were  in  England.  With  a  sincere  desire  to 
accomplish  God’s  will  and  to  preach 
God’s  truth  (regardless  of  the  cost), 
Wesley  did  not  compromise;  yet  today  he 
most  certainly  would  be  labeled  a 
“fanatic”  and  a  “literalist”  by  many 
seminary  professors  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors.  Having  convictions  formed 
from  God’s  authoritative  Word,  he  would 
minister  outside  of  the  organized  church. 

Charles  E.  Bryant  Jr. 

Clarksville,  Tennessee 

‘Marriage  Enrichment’ 
can  bless  your  life 
To  the  Editor : 

Because  our  own  lives  have  been  so 
richly  blessed  by  the  experience  of  a 
"Marriage  Enrichment”  weekend  a  year 
ago,  we  would  like  to  share  a  little  about 
“Marriage  Enrichment”  with  your 
readers. 

“Marriage  Enrichment”  is  a  program 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  United 


Methodist  Church.  It  was  created  in  1971, 
and  since  then,  many  thousands  of 
couples  have  had  their  marriages 
revitalized  through  this  experience. 

The  "Marriage  Enrichment”  weekend 
is  designed  to  give  a  couple  the 
opportunity  to  examine  and  to  affirm  all 
of  the  positive  aspects  of  each  other  and 
of  their  life  together.  It  is  not  a  therapy 
session  for  marriages  in  trouble,  but  an 
experience  that  turns  a  good  —  but 
maybe  somewhat  stale  —  marriage  into 
a  great  one. 

Strong  "Marriage  Enrichment” 
programs  are  now  active  in  20  states, 
especially  in  the  East  and  Midwest.  If 
you  are  interested  in  finding  out  more 
about  the  "Marriage  Enrichment” 
program  of  the  UMC,  address  your 
questions  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
(P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202), 
attention  Ms.  Lina  McCord. 

You  don’t  need  "Marriage  Enrich¬ 
ment,”  you  deserve  it! 

Dave  and  Molly  Van  Bronkhorst 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland 


Ministry 

amidst 
conflict 


Conflict  in  the  Middle  East  has  left  o  great  number  of  children  fatherless.  With¬ 
out  compensation  or  other  income,  mothers  most  often  ore  unable  to  support 
their  fomilies. 

UMCOR.  working  through  the  Society  of  In'osh  El-Usro  is  ministering  to  mony 
of  these  children.  UMCOR  Child  Support  funds  help  provide  core  for  these  boys 
ond  girls  in  their  own  homes,  instead  of  separating  them  from  their  fomilies 
in  on  institution. 

More  thon  500  children  ore  owolting  sponsorship  by  the  Society  The  overage 
onnuol  support  cost  for  on  elementary  school  child  is  $500  Your  gift  con  help 
UMCOR  continue  its  ministry  of  love  ond  concern. 


Help  UMCOR  minister  omidst  conflict 


ADMNCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
UMCOR 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York.  N  Y  10027 


STREET  ADDRESS- 


_  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  _ 


stiluiions  aoorovea  as  Ad  van 


APH1L7.1H78 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


Famed  missionary’s  wife  lives  own  life  of  service 


By  RICHARD  BAILEY 

GAITHERSBURG,  Md.  -  Mabel  Los- 
sing  Jones  celebrated  her  100th  birthday 
at  Asbury  Methodist  Village  here  April  3. 

Although  often  overshadowed  by  her 
famed  missionary  husband,  the  late  E. 
Stanley  Jones,  she  herself  has  had  a 
career  as  educator,  missionary  and 
counselor  which  spanned  more  than  one- 
half  a  century. 

At  100,  she  has  no  difficulties 
understanding  what  is  involved  in  the 
women’s  liberation  movement.  She 
regards  much  of  it  as  irrelevant. 
Perhaps  this  is  because  she  already  was 
a  liberated  woman  and  felt  no  need  for 
the  movement. 

Mabel  Lossing  was  bom  in  Clayton, 
Iowa,  April  3,  1878.  While  at  Upper  Iowa 
University  in  Fayette,  she  was 
challenged  by  an  Indian  woman  to  use 
her  teaching  abilities  in  India.  She  was 
commissioned  a  missionary  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1904. 

Mission  career  began  at  26 

At  age  26,  she  went  to  Khandwa  in 
central  India  as  teacher  in  a  girl’s  school. 
Here  she  learned  the  Hindi  language  and 
script.  Within  the  year  she  became  the 


school’s  principal  and  three  years  later 
went  to  teach  at  the  Isabella  Thoburn 
College  in  Lucknow.  It  was  there  she  met 
and  married  E.  Stanley  Jones. 

She  entered  the  marriage  knowing  full 
well  that  both  would  pursue  their  own 
careers.  It  was  an  understanding  they 
had.  This  would  keep  them  close  even 
though  they  were  often  apart,  some 
years  being  together  only  a  month  or 
less.  The  charge  that  they  did  not  have  a 
good  marriage,  which  persisted  over  the 
years,  is  unfounded.  Their  marriage  was 
different  only  in  a  style  which  didn’t  fit 
traditional  patterns. 

Introduces  women  teachers 

Following  their  marriage,  they  moved 
to  Sitapur  where  Mrs.  Jones  taught  in  a 
boy’s  school.  Here  she  had  to  master  a 
new  language  and  script.  One  of  her 
important  contributions  to  education  in 
India,  the  introduction  of  women 
teachers  in  classes  for  primary  school 
boys,  happened  at  Sitapur.  The 
experiment  worked  and  soon  other 
schools  followed  her  lead.  Mohandas 
Gandhi  commended  her  with  gratitude 
on  her  successful  experiment. 

Though  not  trained  in  medicine,  she 


did  medical  work,  treating  thousands  in 
times  of  epidemic  and  emergencies. 

Quick  thinking  saves  food 

Once,  following  a  monsoon,  she  saved 
the  entire  school  when  the  buildings 
flooded.  A  grain  storage  building  was 
underwater  for  several  days.  As  the 
water  subsided,  the  heat  and  moisture 
cooked  the  grain  and  almost  pushed  the 
sides  of  the  brick  room  off  its  foundation. 
Surviving  the  unusual  situation,  Mabel 
Jones  sent  word  to  the  hundreds  of 
refugee  villagers,  whose  homes  were  still 
under  water,  that  she  had  cooked  grain 
for  them.  Long  lines  of  people  came  for  a 
shovelful  of  the  steaming  grain.  She  lost 
her  whole  year’s  supply  of  grain  for  her 
boys,  but  her  quick  thinking  saved 
hundreds  of  villagers  from  starvation. 

For  years  she  had  been  responsible  for 
keeping  over  a  thousand  boys  in  school 
through  scholarships  she  personally 
received  from  friends  in  the  United 
States.  In  retirement  she  built  up  a  fund 
of  one-half  million  dollars,  the  interest  of 
which  is  used  for  scholarships. 

Sometime  ago  her  daughter  Eunice 
came  across  her  mother’s  old 
leather-bound  copy  of  Thomas  A.  Kempis’ 


'  Imitation  of  Christ.  ”  Her  name  was  on 
the  flyleaf,  with  the  date,  Dec.  25,  1901. 
She  would  have  been  23  then.  It  was  well 
marked.  One  underlined  passage  read, 
“Endeavor  to  be  patient  in  bearing  with 
the  defects  and  infirmities  of  others,  of 
what  sort  soever  they  be;  for  that  thyself 
has  many  failings  which  must  be  borne 
with  by  others.  If  thou  canst  not  make 
thyself  such  a  one  as  thou  wouldest,  how 
canst  thou  expect  to  have  others  in  all 
things  to  thy  liking.” 

This  is  the  faith  she  has  lived  these  100 
years,  now  more  quietly.  Her  eyesight  is 
now  dim.  Her  hearing  is  weak.  But  her 
mind  is  still  clear. 

Unbeatable  faith  combination 

Her  Quaker  grandfather  gave  her  a 
strong  and  quiet  faith.  Her  Methodist 
mother  and  grandmother  added  the 
activism.  It  was  an  unbeatable 
combination.  She  brought  her  gifts  into 
focus  and  used  them  to  bring  forth  fruit 
in  the  lives  of  people  on  two  continents. 

This  article  is  edited  from  the  one  that 
appeared  in  “ Communicator the 
Peninsula  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR.  of  which  Mr.  Bailey  is  editor. 


Young  Tony  McConnell  (left)  and  Jimmy  Booth  listen 
intently  to  their  ‘‘rabbi,’’  Stanley  Wierzbicki,  as  he  teaches 
them  on  the  steps  of  the  temple,  part  of  the  village 
reconstructed  by  Asbury  UMC’s  church  school  children  for 
their  “Trip  to  Palestine.’’  Mr.  Wierzbicki  also  painted 
many  of  the  backdrops  for  the  village. 


Working  with  handmade  tools  in  a  carpentry  shop  like 
one  of  Jesus’  time  is  serious  business  to  Stephen  Jackson 
(seated  left),  Dave  Holloway  and  Chuck  Fritz  (standing, 
left  to  right),  as  they  show  visitors  what  it  may  have  been 
like  to  live  and  work  in  early  Palestine. 

ACTION!  PHOTOS 


To  see  how  Jesus  lived 


Children  ‘tour’  Palestine 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  CASTLE,  Del.  —  The  church 
school  children  at  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  here  didn’t  just 
show  up  onnPalm  Sunday  afternoon 
and  take  a  “Trip  to  Palestine.” 

They  spent  three  months  getting 
ready  for  the  “journey”  —  and  when 
they  went,  they  took  several  hundred 
members  of  the  congregation  with 
them. 

In  a  reconstructed  Palestinian 
village,  in  the  church  lounge  and 
chapel,  students  from  age  six  through 
junior  high  school  introduced  their 
guests  to  the  life  and  time  of  Jesus. 
The  culture  of  early  Palestine  came  to 
life,  as  the  children  worked  with 
pottery,  leather  crafts,  weaving, 
carpentry  and  shared  bread  prepared 
“on  the  spot”  as  villagers  once 
prepared  it. 

Purpose  of  the.  program,  says  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Glenn  P.  Catley,  was 
to  give  the  children  an  experience 
which  would  help  them  understand 
both  the  life  and  the  teachings  'of 
Jesus.  In  ungraded  workshops 
beginning  in  early  December, 
students  and  teachers  worked  with 
skilled  artisans  in  the  congregation  to 
create  the  village.  Authenticity  was 
stressed,  Mr.  Catley  says:  the 
students  made  tools,  for  example, 


A  Roman  centurion,  shoppers  and  marketplace  gossipers  add  to  the  hustle  and 
bustle  of  the  scene  as  members  and  guests  of  Asbury  UMC  take  a  Palm  Sunday 
tour  of  the  Palestinian  village  researched  and  created  for  them  by  church  school 
children  ages  six  through  junior  high. 


similar  to  those  Jesus  may  have 
worked  with,  in  order  to  build  items 
typical  of  the  era. 

The  project  was  supervised  by  the 
church’s  commission  on  education. 


In  the  process,  “everybody  learned 
a  lot,"  the  pastor  maintains.  And 
more  than  200  parishioners  visited  the 
village  to  watch  the  young 
“Palestinians”  hard  at  work. 


Over  ‘gay’  rights  tenants 

Agency  spurred  to  review  policy 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  Trustees  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  (BCS)  will  take  a 
hard  look  at  the  board’s  space-leasing 
policy  at  their  May  8  meeting,  after  being 
taken  to  task  for  housing  a  “gay”  rights 
lobby  in  a  UM  building  here.  (See 
TM/UMR,  March  3.) 

But  that  doesn’t  mean,  top  agency 
officials  say,  that  the  board  is  currently 
violating  either  the  principles  or  laws  of 
the  church  by  renting  space  to  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  a 
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GROUPS  RESERVE  NOW  for  the  great  Passion  Play 

-  America's  No  I  Drama!  Tickets,  lodging,  recrea¬ 
tion  and  meals  $12  $14  a  person  at  Keller's  Country 
Dorm  Resort,  Rt  I.  Eureka  Springs,  Ark  72632. 
Phone  1 501 >  253-6418  


FULLTIME  EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  of 
Christian  Education  needed  immediately  by 
medium-sized  United  Methodist  church  in  unique 
San  Francisco  East  Bay  Community.  Lay  person 
sought  to  help  create,  develop  and  administer  broad 
work  area  of  Christian  education  for  all  age  levels 
Send  resume  to:  D.C.E.  Search.  Twin  Towers  United 
Methodist  Church,  1411  Oak  St.,  Alameda,  Calif. 
94501 


METHODIST  CHURCH  AUSTRALIAN  Christian 
gentleman,  single,  own  comfortable  home,  meet 
refined.  American  Christian  lady,  single,  tall,  age 
39-49,  well  educated,  non  smoker,  non-drinker, 
activities,  church  interest,  driver  licensed,  photo¬ 
graph  appreciated,  friendship  possible  then 
marriage  Strictest  confidence  Letters  write;  Mr 
K  J  Terrey,  25  Greengale  Road,  Killara,  N  S  W  2071 
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denomination  of  homosexual 
congregations  —  which  in  turn  sub-lets 
space  to  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby. 

Dr.  George  Outen,  chief  BCS  staff 
executive,  told  TM/UMR  last  week  he 
has  “alerted”  trustees  to  examine  the 
board’s  leasing  and  sub-leasing  policies 
and  decide  if  restrictive  guidelines  are 
needed. 

He  said  he  does  not  feel,  however,  that 
the  presence  of  the  “gay  rights  lobby 
group  in  the  UM-owned  building  at  110 
Maryland  Ave.  is  a  violation  of  any 
stated  stipulation  in  the  denomination’s 
"Book  of  Discipline."  On  the  contrary,  he 
said,  it  is  his  understanding  that  the 
lobby’s  purpose  is  to  promote  human  and 
civil  rights  —  a  stance  clearly  supported 
by  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles. 

Is  presence  ‘endorsement’? 

The  action  came  after  the  Rev.  Robert 
Parrot,  Longview,  Tex.,  contacted 
TM/UMR  to  protest  the  presence  of  the 
“gay”  rights  lobby  in  the  building  on  the 
grounds  that  it  indicated  “endorsement 
by  the  board  of  the  ‘gay’  movement. " 

John  Stumbo,  Topeka,  Kans., 
president  of  the  board’s  trustees,  told 
TM/UMR  he  would  have  no  problem  with 
a  “carefully-worded  policy  statement” 
prohibiting  the  board  from  using  its 
property  to  house  entities  which  are 
contrary  to  positions  taken  in  the 
“Discipline.”  But  he  is  not  sure  how 
useful  such  a  statement  would  be  in 
dealing  with  the  homosexual  issue. 

“The  church  puts  out  mixed  signals  on 
that  issue.  If,  for  example,  this  group 


Mabel  Lossing 
Jones,  widow  of 
missionary  -  evan¬ 
gelist  E.  Stanley 
Jones,  celebrates 
her  100th  birthday 
as  she  looks  through 
a  scrapbook  of  her 
career  which  span¬ 
ned  more  than  one- 
half  a  century  and 
touched  the  lives  of 
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timore  Area, shares 
the  moment  of  re¬ 
membrance. 
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Bishops  study  stress 

Council  examines  problems  in  parsonages 


lobbies  for  the  civil  rights  of 
homosexuals,  that  is  consistent  with  the 
‘Discipline’,”  he  said,  “but  it  does  not 
prevent  ‘flak’  from  those  who  do  not 
agree  with  that  position  in  the 
‘Discipline’.” 

The  board  currently  has  no  written 
policy  for  leasing  property,  Mr.  Stumbo 
noted,  except  for  strictures  governing 
the  non-profit  tax-exempt  status  of  its 
tenants.  Those  who  want  a  lease  policy 
have  a  “valid  concern,”  he  said,  and 
the  trustees  need  to  deal  with  it. 

Contacted  about  any  general  leasing 
policy  established  by  the  church’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  to  which  the 
“Discipline”  assigns  that  task,  General 
Secretary  Ewing  T.  Wayland  told 
TM/UMR  it  is  not  the  council’s  job  to  set 
board  policies  except  to  insure  sound 
fiscal  management.  All  other  policies  are 
lodged  with  the  boards  themselves.  Dr. 
Wayland  said. 

The  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
(MCC),  which  has  been  a  tenant  in  the 
BCS  building  since  1975,  has  rented 
“desk  space”  to  the  “gay”  rights  lobby 
for  nearly  a  year,  according  to  MCC 
Christian  social  action  director  R.  Adam 
DeBaugh.  The  lobby  is  a  secular  political 
organization  which  is  growing  rapidly, 
he  said,  and  hopes  to  move  into  its  own 
quarters  by  April  or  May,  "but  we  don’t 
intend  to  encourage  them  to  move  until 
they  can  afford  to.”  Mr.  DeBaugh  said 
the  group’s  work  is  “compatible  with 
our  theology”  and,  he  believes,  with 
the  Social  Principles  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  Stress  and 
discord  in  the  parsonage  was  the  central 
focus  of  a  seminar  which  dominated  the 
spring  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  here  March  27-31. 

Originally  scheduled  to  be  a  “closed 
session,”  the  bishops  permitted  press 
coverage  of  the  first  day  of  the  seminar, 
which  consisted  of  three  lectures  on 
clergy  divorce,  family  stress  and 
counseling  of  clergypersons.  During  the 
second  day  of  the  seminar,  the  75  active 
and  retired  bishops  and  their  wives  met 
in  closed  sessions  “to  discuss  the 
specifics  of  the  problems.” 

Much  of  the  discussion  in  the  nearly 
eight  hours  of  closed  sessions  reportedly 
centered  on  the  conflict  bishops  and 
other  church  administrators  feel 
between  their  roles  as  "pastors  to  the 
pastors”  and  as  administrators.  The 
theological  question,  one  bishop  told 
TM/UMR  later,  was  “grace  versus  law” 
—  or  specifically  in  cases  of  clergy 
divorce,  “how  do  we  show  love  for  the 
pastor  and  concern  for  the  church  at  the 
same  time?” 

Bishops  commit  attention 
In  a  statement  given  at  the  end  of  the 
week-long  meeting,  the  bishops 
expressed  their  "desire  to  give  prayerful 
and  practical  support”  both  to  lay  and 
clergy  families,  to  show  “pastoral 
concern"  to  divorced  persons,  and  to 
contest  the  “powerful  cultural  and 
commercial  forces”  devastating  family 
life.  They  commited  themselves  to  give 
attention  to  the  special  needs  of 
parsonage  families  as  they  also 
encouraged  local  churches  to  expand 
"redemptive  programs”  which  minister 
to  the  needs  of  lay  and  clergy  divorced 
persons. 

The  council  appointed  a  task  force  to 
prepare  “practical,  preventive  and 
redeeming  suggestions  to  counteract  the 
growing  divorce  rate”  for  the  November 
council  meeting. 

Opening  speaker  for  the  seminar  was 
Dr.  Elizabeth  Achtemeier,  a  minister  of 

Church  faces 
another  suit 

SAN  DIEGO  —  A  new  class  action  suit 
has  been  filed  against  the  church  by 
attorneys  for  seven  residents  of  Pacific 
Homes,  the  retirement  home  complex. 
The  suit  alleges  that  the  Pacific 
Methodist  Investment  Fund  (PMIF) 
acted  to  defraud  investors  in  the  sale  of 
collateral  trust  bonds  over  a  period  of 
more  than  five  years  and  that  these 
bonds  are  now  “worthless.” 

The  suit,  according  to  “Circuit  West," 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR,  was  filed  here  in 
Federal  District  Court,  March  27.  It 
names  PMIF,  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference,  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  and  individual 
officers  of  PMIF.  The  suit  alleges  fraud 
and  violation  of  federal  securities  laws. 

Paul  Lee,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  PMIF,  said  the  bonds  are  far 
from  worthless.  In  a  Los  Angeles 
interview  last  week,  Mr.  Lee  said  the 
bonds  are  fully  secured  by  Series  B 
Bonds  of  Pacific  Homes  and  these  bonds 
have  first  claim  on  a  majority  of 
properties  owned  by  Pacific  Homes. 

In  separate  action,  attorneys  for  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  have  filed  a  motion  here  to  have 
Judge  Ross  G.  Tharp  removed  from  the 
class  action  suit  against  the  church, 
according  to  “Circuit  West." 

Judge  Tharp  has  been  hearing  motions 
in  the  class  action. 

In  a  letter  sent  to  attorneys  in  the 
case,  Judge  Tharp  expressed  his  person¬ 
al  opinon  that  the  plaintiffs  would  pre¬ 
vail  and  that  damages  awarded  would  be 
"enormous." 

Attorneys  for  the  conference  pointed 
out  that  Judge  Tharp’s  statements  in  the 
letter  indicate  that  he  has  pre-judged  the 
issues  in  the  case  and  that  he  should  not 
be  permitted  to  rule  on  further  matters 
related  to  the  case.  They  pointed  out  that 
he  appears  to  have  reached  his  con¬ 
clusion  without  having  had  any 
competent  evidence  on  the  issues. 


the  United  Church  of  Christ  who  teaches 
at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
York  and  has  written  a  book  entitled 
"The  Committed  Marriage.” 

Praising  the  bishops  for  their  “foresight 
and  wisdom  in  devoting  so  much  of  their 
agenda  to  this  problem,”  Dr.  Achtemeier 
said,  "Clergy  couples  today  are  having 
the  same  stresses  and  marriage 
difficulties  as  other  couples  in  our  society 
and  are  forced  to  work  them  out  in  the 
fish-bowl  of  parsonage  life.”  She  listed 
marital  problems  as  the  number  one 
difficulty  for  which  persons  need 
counseling  both  inside  and  outside  the 
church. 

Counseling  leaves  Gospel  out 

Saying  “most  church  marriage 
counseling  is  indistinguishable  from 
secular  counseling  because  we  leave  the 
Gospel  out,”  she  called  for  the  church  to 
recapture  the  belief  that  “Christianity 
has  something  unique  to  offer.” 

“Christian  marriage  vows  are 
impossible  to  keep  without  a 
commitment  to  Christ,”  Dr.  Achtemeier 
said.  “Those  vows  are  impossible  —  and 
our  secular  society  knows  it  and  mocks 
those  who  try  to  keep  them.  But  in  Christ 
they  are  not  impossible.  As  Christian 
married  couples  we  are  not  on  our  own. 
Our  counseling  needs  to  reflect  that.  We 
have  failed  to  proclaim  that  when  the 
power  of  God  is  at  work  in  marriages 
they  can  be  ‘until  death  do  us  part. 

She  called  for  the  church  never  to 
identify  divorce  as  “good”  and  said  “the 
scripture  is  undeniably  opposed  to 
divorce.”  She  also  attacked  church 
divorce  rituals  as  “travesties.” 

She  went  on  to  say,  however,  that  the 
church  cannot  be  uncompromisingly 
“legalistic”  in  the  matter  of  divorce. 

"There  is  a  possibility  for  new  life  in  a 
divorce  and  remarriage,  but  that  new  life 
is  offered  only  to  the  repentent,”  Dr. 
Achtemeier  said. 

In  the  second  presentation  of  the 
seminar,  Dr.  Richard  A.  Hunt,  professor 
of  psychology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas,  offered  results  of 
several  studies  conducted  on  clergy 
families  in  stress. 

Dr.  Hunt  said  clergy  family  stress 
often  involves  “conflicts  between  career 
and  marriage,  partly  due  to  conflicting 
role  and  accomplishment  expectations” 
between  minister  and  spouse. 

Dr.  Hunt  said  clergy  family  stress 
could  be  reduced  if  more  spouses  were 
included  in  the  entry,  preparation, 
assessment,  intern  and  probationary 
phases  of  preparation  for  ordination.  He 
also  recommended  that  spouses  be 
included  in  “continuing  education  and 
evaluation-feedback  programs 
throughout  the  lifetime  of  the  clergy 
marriage.’’  For  instance,  he 
recommended  that  spouses  be  included 
in  dealings  between  the  minister  and  the 
local  church's  pastor-parish  relations 
committee,  and  that  the  committee  have 
periodic  meetings  with  the  minister  and 
his/her  spouse  to  discuss  any  concerns 
which  may  arise. 

The  third  speaker,  Dr.  James  Doty,  a 
pastor  from  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  who 
has  a  wide  background  in  counseling  UM 
ministers,  said  ministers  have  unique 
counseling  needs  that  the  annual 
conference  must  find  a  way  to  deal  with. 
But  he  warned  that  the  traditional  idea  of 
the  pastor  having  a  district 
superintendent  as  counselor  usually 
doesn’t  work. 

“Many  pastors  feel  a  double  bind,"  he 
said.  “Their  district  superintendent  is 


supposed  to  be  confidante  and  counselor, 
hence  it  seems  wrong  to  go  to  someone 
else.  On  the  other  hand,  they  often  feel 
the  need  to  talk  about  things  that  might 
interfere  with  the  next  appointment 
should  the  D.S.  be  made  aware  of  the 
problem.” 

Marital  stress  ‘here  to  stay’ 

Dr.  Doty  said  “marital  stress  is  here  to 
stay”  and  the  time  when  clergy  and  their 
spouses  were  willing  to  “go  to  their 
graves  locked  in  impossible  marriages" 
is  over.  Therefore,  he  said,  it  is  time  for 
bishops  and  other  church  leaders  to  be 
realistic  about  the  need  for  counseling. 

Dr.  Doty  said  he  believes  that 
counseling  must  be  “outside  the  power 
structure  of  the  church”  and  must  be 
“totally  confidential”  if  it  is  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  ministers. 

“Ministers  and  spouses,  contrary  to 
popular  opinion,  are  people,”  he  said. 
"They  are  tempted;  they  know  fatigue; 
they  make  mistakes;  they  get  angry; 
they  conceive  children;  they  face  the 
problems  of  money,  sex,  vocation,  in¬ 
laws,  monotony,  sin  and  drugs.  They  love 
and  they  die.  They  have  victories  and 
defeats.  They  feel  as  other  persons  do. " 

Dr.  Doty  went  on  to  suggest  ten  ways 
the  church  needs  to  help  clergy  families 
deal  with  stress:  (1)  A  conference  or 
area  counselor  must  be  provided.  (2) 
Confidential  psychotherapy  must  be 
offered.  (3)  Clinical  groups  for  sharing  at 
the  district  and  sub-district  level  are 
important.  (4)  Opportunities  for  families 
to  have  continuing  education  together 
are  needed.  (5)  An  annual  lectureship  on 
pastoral  care  is  needed.  (6)  Bishops  and 
cabinets  need  a  consultant  —  perhaps  a 
psychologist  —  to  help  them  understand 
the  problems.  (7)  An  area  or  cabinet 
retreat  to  discuss  specific  areas  of 
pastoral  care  is  helpful.  (8)  A  district 
and/or  conference  committee  could  be 
organized  to  help  work  out  pastoral  can? 
problems.  (9)  Sabbaticals  and  mini¬ 
sabbaticals  are  needed  for  pastors.  (10) 
Psychotherapy  should  be  made  available 
for  bishops  and  superintendents  so  they 
might  work  out  their  own  problems  of 
stress. 

Asian -Americans 
reject  separatism 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEWARK,  N.J.  —  Asian-American 
United  Methodists  rejected  proposals 
presented  to  their  national  federation 
meeting  here  last  weekend  to  seek  some 
sort  of  separate  conference  status  in 
1980. 

But  several  alternative  steps  must  be 
taken,  the  federation  members  decided, 
to  improve  the  responsiveness  of  annual 
conferences  to  Asian  American  needs 
and  goals. 

“Frustration”  with  United  Methodist 
structures  —  particularly  boards  and 
agencies  and  annual  conferences  —  ran 
high.  The  Rev.  Jonah  Chang,  the 
executive  for  the  federation,  said  in  a 
paper  debated  here  that  today  in  the 
UMC,  Asians  are  finding  that  “as  a  result 
of  the  inclusive  but  generalized 
treatment  of  all  constituents,  they  cannot 
find  the  answers  to  their  unique  needs  in 
the  standardized  answers  of  the  church. " 

The  three  alternatives  presented  and 
rejected  were  status  as  either  a  mission¬ 
ary  conference,  a  provisional  conference 
or  an  annual  conference. 


"We  will  visit  key  Biblical  sites  which  will  make  your 
personal  Bible  study  more  meaningful.  We  will  also  have  an 
optional  evening  study  program  under  the  leadership  of 
outstanding  professors  and  special  worship  services." 

Bishop  J.  Chess  Lovern 

Bible  Lands  Jet/Cruise 

1 2  Forts-of-C.all  8 1 699  August  6- 1 9 
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Fly  from  Texas  to  Venice,  Italy,  board  the  cruise  ship  Victoria  and  spend  11  days 
visiting  Egypt  and  Israel  and  touring  Rhodes,  Patmos,  Ephesus,  Crete,  Athens 
and  Corinth. 


Co-hosts  for  the  tour  are:  D  Rhea  Allison.  Will-Mathis  Dunn. 
John  C.  Gilbert,  G.  Robert  Grimes.  William  M.  Harris,  J. 
Barcus  Moore,  Ted  Richardson.  Ralph  Seiler,  and  J  B  Sharp 

*  Basic  price  Includes  inside  stateroom;  others  are  higher. 


For  a  detailed  brochure  de¬ 
scribing  the  jet/cruise,  write: 
Bishop  J.  Chess  Lovern, 

P.O.  Box  28509. 

San  Antonio,  TX  78228. 
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ANCHORAGE  —  The  Rev.  Glenn  Olds,  president  of  Alaska 
Methodist  University  here,  gestures  as  he  speaks  at  the  recent 
Board  of  Trustees  meeting.  The  17-year-old  campus  sits  in  a 
heavily  wooded  area  within  the  city  of  Anchorage.  Grant  Hall, 


classroom  and  administration  building,  is  in  the  snow-covered 
foreground  with  the  student  center  and  dormitory  complex  at 
top  center. 


PALMER,  Alaska  —  A  600-acre  farm  in  the  productive 
Matanuska  Valley,  30  miles  north  of  Anchorage  will  be  the  site 
of  Alaska  Methodist  University’s  orientation  week  for  all  new 
students  and  faculty  next  fall.  The  farm  covers  the  pasture  in 
the  center  of  the  picture  and  sweeps  across  much  of  the 


wooded  area  to  the  top  and  right. 

AMU  trustee  Louise  Kellogg  (right)  deeded  the  property  in 
trust  to  the  school  to  further  the  goals  of  private  higher 
education  in  Alaska. 


PHOTOS  BY  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

ANCHORAGE  -  Will  Alaska 
Methodist  University  survive?  Will  a 
school  that  closed  its  doors  to  students, 
fired  its  faculty  and  sent  its  trustees  into 
a  year-long  study  and  then  reopened  last 
fall  with  a  new  president  and  60  students 
make  it? 

Yes,  and  it  will  grow,  affirm  President 
Glenn  Olds,  the  administrative  staff  and 
the  Board  of  Trustees  meeting  here 
March  17-18. 

And  the  eyes  of  U.  S.  private  education 
—  which  is  in  trouble  everywhere,  one 
trustee  noted  —  may  be  focused  on  AMU 
to  observe  the  outcome. 

But  the  crucial  period,  officials  admit, 
lies  between  now  and  September.  All 
plans  hinge  on  whether  AMU  can  recruit 
enough  students  to  make  the  school 
operationally  sound.  Trustees  even 
approved  three  budgets  —  a  “dream" 
budget,  a  “minimum  reality”  budget  and 
a  “disaster"  budget  —  each  dependent 
on  the  number  of  full-time  students 
enrolled  this  fall. 

Reports  to  the  board  revealed  a  base 
for  optimism: 

•  Enrollment  second  semester  jumped 
43  percent  to  166  students. 

•  Telephone  contacts  to  480  high  school 
seniors  in  Anchorage  are  expected  to 
produce  approximately  65  enrollees  for 
AMU.  The  same  effort  will  be  repeated  in 
other  major  cities  in  the  state. 

•  Extensive  travel  and  recruitment 
reported  by  Dr.  Olds  in  the  "lower  48” 
states  is  expected  to  produce  enrollment. 

•  $177,000  has  been  raised  in  the  last 
six  months  with  larger  amounts 
anticipated  by  fall. 

•  Morale  among  staff  and  trustees 
appears  high.  Board  chairperson  John 
Overbey,  Anchorage,  said,  “The 
situation  looks  better  now  than  at  any 
time  since  I’ve  been  here.” 


School’s  chief  fixer 


can  t  say  can  t 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ANCHORAGE  —  “I’m  not  here  at 
Alaska  Methodist  University  because 
my  brother  is  president.  He  was  the 
introduction,  of  course.  But  I  stay 
here  because  the  university  has  ahold 
of  me.” 

Speaking  is  a  man  who  came  out  of 
retirement  last  year  and  left  a  home 
at  Lake  Tahoe,  Calif.,  and  grand¬ 
children  and  friends  nearby  to  spend 
almost  seven  days  a  week  around- 
the-clock  helping  a  school  get  back 
on  its  feet. 

Ross  Olds,  the  older  brother  of 
AMU’s  president,  Glenn  Olds,  is  listed 
officially  in  the  school’s  catalogue  as 
director  of  administrative  services. 
But  unofficially  he  is  a  troubleshooter 
who  spots  a  maintenance  job  that 
needs  doing  and  does  it. 

Retired  from  the  construction 
business,  Ross  Olds  says  he  finds  his 
years  of  experience  at  “making-do” 
comes  in  handy  at  AMU.  With  almost 
no  budget  for  maintenance,  he  still 
manages  to  repair  boilers,  remodel 
dormitories  and  faculty  housing  and 
keep  the  university’s  several  autos 
and  vans  running. 

“Something  my  father  said  to  me 
when  I  was  a  teenager  has  always 
stuck  with  me,"  Ross  said.  “I  worked 
alongside  him  as  a  lumberjack.  H£ 
told  me  once  to  move  a  heavy  log  and 

‘Holocaust' on  TV 


I  said  ‘I  can’t.’  He  shouted  at  me,  * 
‘Don’t  ever  tell  me  “can’t.”  There’s  £ 
no  such  word.  You  find  a  way  to  do  it.  ’ 
I’ve  never  forgotten  that  and  it’s  been  v 
my  way  of  life.  ”  * 

His  most  recent  job  in  the  “can’t  :j: 
category,"  was  getting  the  school  * 
cafeteria  back  in  business.  Last  year  x 
when  the  school  closed  down,  $30,000  * 
worth  of  kitchen  equipment  was  sold  $ 
leaving  a  shell  of  a  former  kitchen  * 
that  could  have  fed  1,000  persons.  By  £ 
bargaining  with  merchants  and  doing  :•! 
the  labor  himself,  Ross  said  he  was  * 
able  to  replace  most  of  the  equipment  X 
for  $1,500. 

Then  his  wife,  Monie,  and  Joyce  £ 
English,  an  AMU  employee  for  six  j: 
years,  plunged  into  the  kitchen  as  :• 
cooks  and  reopened  the  cafeteria  the  •: 
first  of  January,  serving  two  meals  a  :• 
day.  With  Ross  and  one  assistant  •: 
helping,  they  even  managed  to  serve  :• 
500  people  in  March  at  the  state  •: 
Democratic  Convention  held  on 
campus.  :• 

“The  body  gets  tired,  but  not  the  •: 
spirit,"  Ross  said  smiling.  :* 

While  Ross  claims  he  is  not  •: 
“religious"  like  his  brother,  in  the  :• 
same  breath  he  says,  “If  I  were,  I’d  ;j 
say  God  called  me  to  the  school.  I  feel  j: 
in  my  heart  I  am  here  for  a  purpose.  > 
This  school  has  a  great  future.  I  •: 
believe  I  can  make  a  contribution.”  :: 


BY  FREDERIC  A.  BRUSSAT 

NEW  YORK  -  “The  Holocaust”  -  a 
nine  and  one-half  hour  made-for-TV 
movie  which  will  be  aired  on  NBC  in  four 
parts  April  16-19  —  is  not  easy  to  watch. 

Like  the  event  that  it  depicts  —  the 
wanton  slaughter  of  six  million  Jews  by 
German  Nazis  between  1939-1945  —  it  will 
undoubtedly  be  side-stepped  by  many 
viewers  who  choose  not  to  be  confronted 
by  its  reality.  As  George  Steiner  has 
noted,  the  Holocaust  “lies  outside  of 
speech  as  it  lies  outside  reason.  ” 

But  those  who  accept  the  call  to 
remember  and  the  challenge  to 
understand  will  find  the  viewing  of  this 
excellent  film  to  be  a  significant 
contribution  to  truth  in  a  world  where  it 
is  sometimes  easier  for  us  to  turn  our 
heads. 

“The  Holocaust”  traces  the  actual 
events  in  Hitler’s  war  against  the  Jews 
as  seen  through  the  eyes  of  two  fictional 
Berlin  families  —  one  Jewish  and  one 
Nazi. 

The  drama  begins  in  1935  at  the 
marriage  of  Karl  Weiss  (James  Woods), 
a  Jewish  artist,  and  Inga  Helms  ( Meryl 
Streep),  a  Christian.  Counterpoised 
against  this  family  is  a  young 
unemployed  lawyer  Erik  Dorf  (Michael 
Moriarty)  who  takes  a  position  under 
the  head  of  the  Third  Reich’s  Security 
Service  (SS).  Over  a  period  of  10  years, 
we  see  this  intelligent,  passive  man  who 
has  no  strong  feelings  against  Jews 
transformed  into  a  barbaric,  amoral 
technician  who  uses  everything  in  his 
command  to  wipe  Jews  off  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

“Holocaust’’  is  an  intricately 
structured  and  carefully  researched 
fictional  reconstruction  of  an  infamous 
period  of  history.  It  surpasses  other  films 
on  this  period  by  its  sheer  breadth  and 
thematic  complexity.  Screenplay  writer 


University  \ father  ’ 
is  still  a  firm  believer 


Film  said  i not  easy  to  watch ’ 


Gerald  Green  has  cut  through  the 
abstractions  which  have  usually  made 
Nazi  leaders  into  mythic  figures  of  evil 
and  Jewish  victims  into  faceless 
numbers.  He  puts  before  us  identifiable 
human  beings.  And  above  all,  they  are 
the  key  to  the  movie’s  success. 

Most  viewers  will  find  it  difficult  to 
experience  “Holocaust”  without  being 
moved.  How  would  they  have  behaved  in 
such  fearful  and  dehumanizing  cir¬ 
cumstances;  and  how  was  this  permitted 
to  happen?  At  one  point,  a  character 
asks,  “Why  does  everybody  hate  the 
Jews?"  Her  brother  answers:  "Cause 
they  killed  Christ.  Didn't  you  learn  that 
in  Sunday  School?" 

Many  theologians  contend  that  the 
Holocaust  could  not  have  happened 
without  Christianity.  Others  argue  that 
the  reasons  for  the  rampage  of  anti- 
Semitism  in  Germany  were  more 
complex  with  social  and  economic  roots. 
This  movie  does  not  simplify  the  issue 
and  place  the  guilt  in  any  one  corner. 

It  does  point  out  that  the  vast  majority 
of  churchmen  remained  silent  and  in 
some  cases  actually  assisted  the  Nazis. 
But  there  were  exceptions.  In  one  scene, 
the  real  life  stand  of  Father  Lichtenberg 
of  St.  Hedwig’s  Church  in  Berlin  is 
affirmed.  He  is  seen  praying  for  the 
Jews;  when  he  persisted  in  speaking  out 
against  the  persecution  of  innocent 
people,  the  Nazis  sent  him  to  Dachau.  He 
died  on  the  way. 

Another  churchman  Dietrich  Bonhoef- 
fer  once  said,  “Only  he  who  cries  out 
for  the  Jews  has  the  right  to  sing 
Gregorian  chants.”  After  experiencing 
this  movie,  you  may  find  yourself  closer 
than  ever  to  understanding  what  he 
meant. 

Mr.  Brussat  is  director  of  Cultural 
Information  Service  in  New  York. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  man 
considered  the  father  of  Alaska 
Methodist  University  is  the  Rev.  Gordon 
Gould,  born  on  the  Aleutian  island  of 
Unga  in  1900  and  the  first  Alaska  Native 
to  become  an  ordained  Methodist 
minister.  From  1948-65  Dr.  Gould  was  on 
the  staff  of  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  relating 
primarily  to  Alaska.  During  those  years 
he  envisioned  and  worked  to  bring  to 
fulfillment  the  only  four-year  church- 
related  university  in  the  state.  TM/UMR 
interviewed  Dr.  Gould  at  the  recent 
Board  of  Trustees  meeting  in  Anchorage. 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
Q.  AMU  has  had  some  rough  problems 
in  the  last  few  years,  even  to  closing  its 
doors  to  students  and  releasing  its 
faculty  in  1976-77.  Why? 

A.  Hindsight  is  always  clearer  than 
foresight,  but  I  think  three  factors 
contributed.  First,  we  attempted  to  meet 
the  varied  educational  needs  of  the 
region  faster  than  we  were  able  to  handle 
and  finance  them. 

Second,  the  attitude  of  some  officials  in 
the  National  Division  during  a  certain 
period  of  time  was,  frankly,  devastating 
to  AMU  and  in  effect  cut  support  from  us 
when  we  needed  it. 

Third,  the  University  of  Alaska  broke  a 
gentleman’s  agreement  made  in  1948-49 
not  to  invade  Anchorage  and  to  leave  the 
town  for  AMU.  But  they  moved  in  next  to 
us,  offered  many  of  the  same  courses  at 
less  cost  and  now  have  about  10,000 
students. 

Q.  Is  it  still  worth  the  effort  to  keep 
AMU  open? 

A.  Definitely.  We  must  have  Christian 
students  educated  with  a  world  vision 
equipped  to  handle  the  21st  century. 
Alaska  is  the  place  to  do  this. 

Q.  Why  Alaska? 

A.  Because  the  whole  struggle  for  the 
spirit  and  mind  of  the  world’s  people  is 
moving  toward  the  Pacific  rim  —  China, 
Russia,  Japan,  where  East  meets  West. 
Don’t  you  believe  it  is  providential  that 
Alaska  is  under  the  U.S.  flag  rather  than 
Russia’s?  We  are  a  vast  land  with 
immense  resources.  We  are  the  air 
crossroads  of  the  world,  a  short  air  flight 
from  every  major  population  center  on 
the  globe.  Twenty-four  airlines  fly  into 
Anchorage.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  unique  opportunity  in  AMU 
to  get  in  on  the  ground  floor  of  this 
intense  struggle. 

Q.  But  why  should  the  church  be 
involved? 

A.  It’s  right  up  our  alley.  The  genius  of 
our  church  is  the  blending  of  the  mind 
and  spirit  of  people  in  service  to  God  and 
fellow  humans.  Through  AMU,  we  can 
bring  people  together  from  different 
cultures  and  with  their  specific  talents 
help  create  a  humanity  for  peace. 

I  believe  this.  I  was  born  a  Russian 
Orthodox  but  I  chose  to  be  a  Methodist 
because  I  believe  the  world  is  our  parish. 

Q.  Is  AMU  helping  the  Alaska  Natives 
—  the  Aleuts,  Eskimos  and  Indians? 

A.  Yes.  I  have  just  met  with  some  of 
the  Alaska  Native  leaders  to  assure  them 
that  the  school  will  design  programs  and 
training  to  help  them  deal  with  their 
problems.  We  intend  to  serve  these 
people. 

Q.  You  are  credited  with  "fathering" 
AMU.  How  did  that  happen? 

A.  In  a  study  for  the  National  Division 
on  Alaska  in  1948,  I  proposed  that  the 
local  churches  be  strengthened  as 


spiritual  centers  and  a  liberal  arts 
university  for  Alaskans  be  established.  I 
helped  promote  the  concept  across  the 
church  and  we  bought  the  land  just  two 
hours  before  statehood  in  1958.  We 
opened  in  1960  with  152  students,  14 
faculty  and  two  major  academic 
buildings  and  dormitories. 

Q.  And  you  still  root  for  AMU? 

A.  I  have  retired  seven  times.  But 
anytime  AMU  stubs  its  toe  and  hollers,  I 
come. 


•  More  than  800  applications  for  AMU 
faculty  have  been  received.  This 
indicates  that  faculty  across  the  country 
“believe  in  Dr.  Olds  and  want  to  join  the 
team,”  Jim  Stevens,  assistant  academic 
dean,  told  TM/UMR. 

The  poor  image,  however,  that  AMU 
holds  in  the  eyes  of  some  Anchorage 
citizens  because  of  its  "off  and  on  again” 
history  was  faced  and  discussed.  John 
Jordan,  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff 
member  from  New  York,  said  the  board 
should  “recognize  our  responsibility  for 
the  past  but  not  let  the  past  restrict  us." 
The  trustees  were  in  agreement  and 
many  comments  echoed  that  of  Eunice 
Beene,  Dallas,  who  said  the  school  should 
"move  ahead  with  purpose  and 
reestablish  its  integrity.” 

In  action  looking  to  the  future  of  the 
university,  AMU  trustees  voted  to  pursue 
the  possibility  of  establishing  a 
“university  system,”  linking  AMU  with 
Hawaii  Loa  College  in  Honolulu.  Hawaii 
Loa  is  related  to  the  UMC  and  three  other 
denominations  and  has  recently 
indicated  an  interest  in  some  tie  with 
AMU. 

Hawaii  Loa  link  endorsed 

AMU  trustees  wholeheartedly  endorsed 
the  proposal.  Bob  Goldberg,  Anchorage 
attorney,  said  the  idea  should  be  attrac¬ 
tive  to  students  and  faculty  and  “it 
deals  with  the  Pacific  rim  concept  in 
a  way  that  will  work."  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  Frank  Hurley,  Anchorage, 
called  the  possibility  “imaginative."  And 
Lydia  Hays,  a  UM  senior  associate  at  the 
Alaska  Native  Foundation  commended 
the  proposal  because  it  “fills  an 
educational  gap  between  Alaska  and 
Hawaii  where  nothing  else  is  being 
done.” 

On  the  debit  side,  however,  Dr.  Olds 
discussed  several  major  problems  facing 
the  university.  One  is  the  $2.6  million  still 
owed  to  Housing  and  Urban  Develop¬ 
ment  (HUD)  for  the  campus  buildings, 
on  which  AMU  has  made  no  payment 
since  1974.  The  loan  will  be  renego¬ 
tiated  this  spring,  he  said. 

Accreditation  is  another  problem,  said 
the  president.  He  outlined  steps  AMU  is 
taking  to  reinstate  its  accreditation  lost 
during  the  year  of  “institutional 
sabbatical,"  but  he  indicated  the  process 
is  slow. 

The  trustees  took  action  to  move  one 
step  closer  to  accreditation  by  settling  a 
six-year  disputed  agreement  with  the 
University  of  Alaska  over  the  use  of  their 
combined  library.  This  will  now  meet  the 
accreditating  agency’s  criterion  for  a 
university  library. 

Shortage  of  cash  flow  for  operation 
continues  to  plague  the  school,  Dr.  Olds 
and  his  chief  financial  officer,  Robert 
Decker,  reported.  The  goal  for  AMU  is 


470  students  which  would  generate  $1.7 
million,  they  said.  But  a  "minimum 
reality”  budget  for  1978-79  is  $1  million 
geared  for  200  students  next  fall.  ‘‘And 
we  have  a  ‘disaster  budget’  of  $500,000  for 
50  students  if  everything  falls  apart,” 
said  Dr.  Olds. 

Staff  and  trustees  interviewed  by  TM/ 
UMR,  however,  indicated  a  belief  that 
AMU  will  not  fall  apart  but  rather  may 
be  on  the  verge  of  an  exciting  new  future. 
Typical  are  comments  by  Don  Keil,  UM 
educator  of  Anchorage,  who  said,  “The 
eyes  of  private  education  in  the  U.S.  are 
on  AMU.  All  of  private  education  is  in 
trouble  and  we’re  one  of  the  few  trying  to 
get  out.  And  we  are  moving  from  a 
survival  mentality  to  a  world  concept.” 

And  Laura  Kelley,  dean  of  continuing 
education,  told  TM/UMR  she  left  her 
own  consulting  firm  because  Glenn  Olds 
asked  her  if  she  would  be  willing  to  work 
twice  as  hard  for  half  as  much  pay.  “I 
said,  ‘Yes,’  and  I’m  doing  it  and  I  love 
it,”  she  said  “It’s  the  most  exciting  job 
I’ve  ever  had  because  it  really  matters 
what  you  do  here.” 

A  first  year  student,  Ken  Kopelson 
from  Ohio,  told  the  trustees  he  did  some 
research  when  he  heard  that  Glenn  Olds 
was  coming  to  AMU  as  president  last 
spring.  “I  discovered  such  a  challenge 
that  I  had  to  be  a  part  of  it.  And  with  the 
blessing  of  God,  I  came  to  AMU,"  he 
said. 


ANCHORAGE  —  Hard  at  work 
contacting  prospective  students  for  AMU 
is  Gary  Bonito  Jackson,  an  Alaskan 
Native  who  is  one  of  four  admission 
counselors  working  overtime  to  increase 
enrollment  for  fall.  “AMU  is  speaking  to 
your  life,”  she  tells  the  student.  “You 
will  combine  work  experience  with 
education  that  will  get  you  a  job  in  the 
world.” 


Canaminister  afford 
to  live  in  a  parsonage  anymore? 
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A  shocking  question? 

But  have  you  truly  considered 
a  parsonage  vs.  a  housing 
allowance?  Have  you 
considered  renting?  Or  even 
owning? 

There  are  a  lot  of  possi¬ 
bilities  today  in  ministers’ 
housing.  There  are  pros 
and  cons,  too. 

In  fact,  the  only  thing 
everyone  agrees  on  is  that 
the  issue  is  complicated  and 
vitally  important  to  the 
welfare  of  the  minister  and 
indirectly,  to  the  congregation. 

And  because  this  topic 
is  so  important,  we  have 
prepared  a  clear,  objective 
report  you  may  have  for  the 
asking. 

This  report  examines 
the  options  so  you  may  find 
the  solution  best  for  you  and 
your  church.  At  the  very 
least,  it  will  spark  some 
lively  discussions  about  a 
problem  many  laypeople 
never  recognized. 

So  mail  the  coupon  today. 
If  you  can  use  a  number  of 
copies,  just  say  so.  We’re 
here  to  help. 

I - - 


Please  rush  me  . 


“Games  People  Play  with 
Ministers’  Housing”. 


copies  of 


Church  Title  (if  any  I 

Address _ 

City _ _ 


The  Ministers  U»e  &  Casualty  Ln 

Ministers  Life,  Dept.  J 
Ministers  Life  Building 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55416 
Phone  (612)  927-7131  U1H 
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College  faces  countdown 
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Legislative  Affairs  Intern 
Chosen 

Donald  Bradley 
Smith  (Brad)  has 
been  chosen  as  The 
Legislative  Affairs 
Intern  by  The 
Legislative  Affairs 
Committee  of  the 
k  Board  of  Church 
Brad  Smith  and  society.  Brad  is 
a  graduating  sec¬ 
ond  year  student  in  the  graduate 
program  of  Social  Welfare  at  Louisiana 
State  University.  Brad’s  principal  re¬ 
sponsibility  will  be  following  specific 
legislative  concerns  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  as  they  move 
through  the  Louisiana  State  Legislature 
and  reporting  status  of  various  items  to 
Louisiana  Conference  clergy  and  laity 
through  a  bi-weekly  newsletter. 

Mr.  Smith,  a  native  of  Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama,  will  graduate  from  the  LSU 
School  of  Social  Welfare  in  May  1978.  His 
fields  of  study  are  community 
organization  and  corrections  with  an 
emphasis  on  work  with  youth.  He  has 
held  internship  responsibilities  with  the 
Office  of  Youth  Services  in  Baton  Rouge, 
the  Governor’s  Pardon,  Parole  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission,  and  with  the 
Office  of  Youth  Services  in  Hammond. 
As  active  member  of  the  student 
community  at  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  at  LSU,  he  has  received  many 
awards  for  academic  achievement 
including  the  National  Merit 
Scholarship.  When  asked  what  he  brings 
to  this  position,  Mr.  Smith  responded, 
‘First  is  the  concern  which  I  have  as  a 
Christian  and  as  a  citizen  in  the  society  I 
live  in,  and  the  direction(s)  in  which  that 
society  is  headed.  From  this  concern 
stems  my  desire  to  serve  as  a  bridge 
between  the  Church  and  the  decision 
making  process  of  society." 

The  Legislative  Session  opens  on  April 
19.  Interested  persons,  both  clerical  and 
lay,  are  invited  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
Smith  during  the  Legislative  Session  by 
writing  either  the  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry,  333  East  Chimes  Street,  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  70802  or  The  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  440  N.  Foster 
Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70806. 


1978  Assembly  ■> 

United  Methodist  Women  • 

Louisville,  Ky.,  April  27-30  J 

• 
• 

The  Assembly  of  United  Methodist 
Women  will  be  held  in  Louisville 
Kentucky  April  27-30.  The  theme  is  A 
NEW  PURPOSE  FOR  A  NEW  AGE.  The 
purpose  is  to  bring  together  United 
Methodist  Women  from  all  areas  of 
church  and  society;  to  help  in 
understanding  critical  needs  and 
concerns;  to  be  challenged  into 
responsible  action;  and  to  experience  a 
sense  of  unity  in  worship  and  mission. 

Carrie  B. 
Hampton  (Mrs.  Lee 
Autry)  from  St. 
Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church, 
Opelousas,  is  the 
Conference  winner 
of  a  scholarship 
offered  by  the 
South  Central 
Jurisdvtion,  Core 
Planning  Group. 

Carrie  is  36  years  old,  married,  and  has 
an  1 1  year  old  son.  She  is  employed  by  the 
St.  Landry  Parish  School  Board  as  a 
teacher  in  Special  Education.  Currently 
Carrie  is  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 
Mission  Coordinator  for  Supportive 
Community  and  also  President  of  her 
Local  Unit.  Her  particular  interest  in 
mission  work  is  in  the  area  of  world 
hunger. 

CONGRATULATIONS  CARRIE ! 


\ 


Carrie  Hampton 


Truly  Whittington,  Charge  Lay  leader 
of  Trinity,  Shreveport,  for  the  past  26 
years  was  recently  honored  at  a  morning 
worship  service.  Members  of  the 
Whittington  family  and  many  friends 
witnessed  Mr.  Whittington’s  receiving  a 
plaque  in  recognition  of  his  outstanding 
service  to  his  church  and  certifying  his 
election  to  Lay  Leader  Emeritus. 

Mr.  Whittington  has  taught  the 
Henderson  Sunday  School  Class  and  sung 
in  the  choir  since  1951.  He  has  held  most 
all  elective  and  appointive  offices  in  the 
church.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board  when  the 
sanctuary  was  erected. 

Mrs.  Whittington,  Trula,  was  also 
honored  as  an  important  member  of  the 
Whittington  "team"  She  has  played  the 
organ,  the  piano,  sung  in  the  choir,  and 
held  many  important  positions  in  the 
church. 

A  standing  ovation  was  given  the 
Whittingtons  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
program 


Harper  f am  i/v 
papers  added 
to  a  re  hives 

The  Conference  Archives  has  recently 
received  the  Harper  Family  Papers 
11862-1954),  a  collection  ol  the  papers  ol 
Rev.  J.  D.  Harper  (1846  -  1922)  and  his 
son  Rev.  Robert  Henry  Harper  (1882  - 
1965).  The  younger  Rev.  Harper  will  be 
remembered  by  many  as  a  former  editor 
ol  the  New  Orleans  Christian  Advocate 
and  author  of  Louisiana  Methodism. 

The  papers  came  from  the  estate  of 
Clara  Harper  Woolfork,  a  sister  ol 
Robert  Henry  Harper.  They  were 
salvaged  from  destruction  and  brought 
to  the  Archives  by  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr., 
Minister  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette.  Thanks  to  Rev. 
Lynch  the  Archives  now  has  district 
records  for  Alexandria  and  Arcadia 
districts  dating  back  to  1898  as  well  as  a 
large  collection  of  R.  H.  Harper's 
sermons  and  manuscript  notes.  These 
materials  will  be  of  great  use  to  persons 
working  on  church  histories  and  to  any 
one  studying  the  history  of  Louisiana 
Methodism. 

All  materials  have  been  organized  and 
are  open  lor  use  during  normal  archives 
hours.  Any  questions  can  be  addressed  to 
Dame  Kaplan,  Cline  Room,  Megale 
Library,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport, 
LA  71104 

District  Board 
of  Missions 
Dinner 

A  Shreveport  District  Board  of 
Missions  Dinner  was  well  attended 
March  30  at  Noel  Memorial  UMC.  Larry 
Robertson  and  George  Pearce  District 
Coordinator  of  Mission,  presided. 

The  invocation  was  given  by  James 
Graham,  Director  of  Shreveport  Metro- 
Ministries. 

Churches  represented  were:  Blan¬ 
chard,  Broadmoor,  Caddo  Heights, 
Cedar  Grove,  Shreveport  First  Methodist 
Bossier  First  Methodist,  Lakeview, 
Mangum,  Mitchell,  Morningside,  Noel, 
North  Highlands,  St.  Stephens, 
Greenwood,  Christ,  Round  Grove,  St. 
James,  and  St.  Pauls. 

Entertainment  included:  Clay  Eaves 
with  his  guitar  and  a  variety  of  folk 
songs.  Yasmin  Welsh,  Centenary  student 
from  India  and  Jim  Spitzkeit,  Centenary 
student  from  Korea,  whose  parents  are 
missionaries  from  Louisiana.  They  each 
talked  about  their  native  country. 

An  election  of  officers  directed  by  Dr. 
Carl  Lueg,  District  Superintendent, 
elected:  Larry  D.  Robertson,  Chairman 
ol  Board  of  Missions  and  Church 
Extension;  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Lindsey, 
Vice-Chairman;  C.  Burton  Weekley, 
Treasurer  and  Mrs.  Irma  Green 
Jackson,  Secretary. 

Members  at  Large  elected  were:  W.  A. 
Brown,  Oscar  E.  Cloyd,  C.  A. 
Cannaughton,  George  L.  Thomas,  Carl 
Stewart,  Sara  Fouts,  Mrs.  Linda 
Shepherd,  Roy  Mitchell,  Dudley  L.  Snow, 
Leland  D.  Wade,  Robert  Galatas,  Mrs. 
Gretchen  Claiborne. 

Dr.  Lueg  made  closing  remarks  and 
gave  the  benediction. 


Elizabeth  Sullivan  l  ME- 


Erskine  Pou,  right.  Chairman  of  Council  on  Ministries  of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
UMC.  Bogalusa,  presented  Certificates  of  Appreciation  to  Mrs.  Russell  Keaton  and 
Tom  Knight  for  their  work  with  the  youth  of  the  church  recently.  Mrs.  Keaton  has 
been  serving  as  Youth  Counselor  and  Church  School  teacher  in  an  intern  capacity 
for  the  church,  while  Tom  Knight  has  served  as  Church  School  teacher.  Director  of 
the  Youth  Choir,  Youth  Counselor,  basketball  coach  and  member  of  the  Youth 
Council  for  a  number  of  years. 


The  Reverend  James  Poole  received  a 
check  for  $520.00  from  Mr.  Jon  Brown, 
President  of  the  New  Day  Sunday  School 
Class  of  the  ESM  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bogalusa.  The  check 
represents  $1.00  a  Sunday  for  the  10  years 
the  class  has  been  in  existence.  This  was 
the  class's  way  of  celebrating  their  10th 
Anniversary.  The  check  goes  to  the 
Building  Fund  of  the  church. 


The  Reverend  James  Poole  and  Mr. 
Elette  Cooper  get  one  of  the  E.S.M.  Mini 
buses  ready  for  a  trip  by  the  Evergreen 
Club. 

The  evergreen's  (Senior  Citizen's) 
some  54  in  number  attended  the  Law- 
ence  Welk  Show  in  Biloxi.  Mississippi  at 
the  new  Coloseum.  This  was  another  of 
the  many  activities  of  the  group  from  the 
Bogalusa  Church. 


Holy  week  services  at 
Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  UMC  included 
The  Crucifixion "  by  the 
Chancel  Choir  for  a  Palm 
Sunday  evening  service. 
A  revival  led  by  the  New 


Orleans  -  Slidell  District 
Superintendent,  Dr.  W.  D. 
Boddie,  pictured,  was  held 
through  Wednesday.  This 
was  followed  by  a  Maundy 
Thursday  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  service. 


The  Jr.  and  Sr.  High  UMYF  of  ESM 
United  rocked  around  the  clock  for  their 
fund  raising  rock-a-thon  on  Good  Friday. 


The  youth  made  over  $700.00  to  go  toward 
their  Mission  trip  to  Haiti  this  summer. 


The pift  of 
a  sm  ile 

The  amazing  story.  Black  Like  Me  by 
John  Howard  Griffin,  taught  me  a  very 
important  lesson.  In  order  to  better 
understand  some  of  the  black  people's 
problems,  the  author  of  this  book  trans¬ 
formed  himself  into  the  appearance 
of  a  black  man.  In  the  weeks  he  used  this 
disguise,  he  learned  many  heart¬ 
breaking  things  about  racism.  One  thing 
which  especially  impressed  me  was  a 
tact  he  observed— most  white  persons  do 
not  look  into  the  faces  of  the  black  people 
they  meet;  they  just  look  past  them. 

After  reading  this  book,  the  realization 
came  to  me  that  I  passed  most  people 
without  looking  into  their  laces,  no 
matter  the  race  or  color.  This  idea 
shocked  and  changed  me.  I  began  to 
really  see  the  people  I  met. 

One  day,  I  met  two  black  women. 
Skipping  along  beside  the  women  was  a 
child,  full  of  energy.  I  smiled  at  her. 
After  I  passed  by  I  heard  this  child 
say,  "Mama,  that  lady  likes  me.”  Those 
words  stabbed  my  heart  as  I  realized 
they  came  from  a  child  who  had  known 
rejection. 

This  new  adventure  ol  noticing  people  I 
meet  has  brought  me  joy.  As  I  take  trips 
on  buses,  or  visit  supermarkets,  I  look 
at  the  faces  of  the  people  and  smile 
if  they  look  my  way.  One  morning  as  I 
traveled  up  and  down  the  aisles  of  the 
grocery  store,  I  met  a  woman  who  was 
traveling  in  the  opposite  direction.  I 
smiled  and  passed  by.  We  met  again 
several  times,  and  each  time  I  smiled. 
On  the  fourth  or  fifth  meeting,  she 
left  her  cart  and  came  toward  me, 
her  hand  outstretched.  I  thought,  ‘  She 
must  think  she  knows  me.  "  She  gave  me 
her  name  and  asked  mine.  Then  she  said, 

‘  You  will  never  know  how  much  your 
smiles  have  meant  to  me.  I  surely  needed 
them  today."  As  I  pressed  her  hand,  I 
saw  tears  in  her  eyes. 

Do  we,  as  Christians,  reflect  the  love 
and  the  joy  ol  our  Christ  as  we  pass 
others  along  the  way?  Try  taking  time 
and  effort  to  look  ipto  the  face  ol  any 
member  of  the  human  race.  Smile  in 
recognition  ol  our  universal  brotherhood. 

A  joyous,  loving  heart  shares  a  smile. 

Broadmoor  UMC 

by  Claire  Goldsmith,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 


This  month's  program  of  the 
Evergreens  Club  was  on  clown  Ministry, 
done  by  Jayne  Trammell.  Rev.  James 
Poole  was  the  center  of  attraction  as  he 
volunteered  to  learn  how  to  put  on  the 
clown  makeup  in  front  of  some  fifty 
members  present  at  the  luncheon. 


If  anyone  or  a  youth  group  are  in¬ 
terested  in  taking  a  fascinating  journey 
into  an  exciting  land  to  visit  our  mission 
in  Haiti  this  summer  for  the  minimal  cost 
ol  $290.00  contact  Jayne  Trammell,  P.O. 
Box  1143  E.S.M.  United  Methodist 
Church,  Bogalusa,  Louisiana  70427  as 
soon  as  possible.  This  mission  tour  is 
made  possible  by  the  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Fellowship,  Rev.  Dr.  Frank 
VYanick,  International  Executive 
Director. 


Pharr  Chapel,  Morgan  City,  is 
celebrating  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the 
existing  church  sanctuary  during  the 
month  of  April. 

The  first  Methodist  Church  in  the  area 
was  established  in  Patterson  Louisiana, 
in  1813  under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
Richmond  Nolley.  With  the  help  of  the 
Patterson  church,  a  congregation  was 
formed  in  Morgan  City  in  1860.  The  100th 
anniversary  of  the  charter  of  the  church 
was  celebrated  in  1976. 

In  1876,  Lot  No.  8,  Square  15,  was 
deeded  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South  and  the  beautiful  new 
sanctuary  was  completed  in  June  of  1878. 

In  1916,  Mr.  John  A.  Pharr  presented  a 
fine  pipe  organ  to  the  church.  He  was 
church  organist  until  his  death  in  1955. 

In  1956,  Miss  Elizabeth  Pharr  provided 
funds  in  memory  of  her  father,  Mr.  John 
A  Pharr  to  completely  modernize  the 
organ. 

In  1965,  after  Hurricane  Betsy  destroy¬ 
ed  the  steeple  and  caused  much  damage, 
the  steeple  was  replaced  and  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  was  redecorated,  including  a  carpet 
given  by  Miss  Pharr.  Pews  and  choir 
seats  were  provided  by  memorial  gifts 
from  the  congregation 

During  the  month  of  April,  guest 
speakers  lor  the  Sunday  services  will  be 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  and 
past  ministers  of  Pharr  Chapel.  Dewitt 
Ginn  is  pastor 


A  round  the  Conference 


"Members  ol  the  PORT  BARRE,  former  pastors  and  friends  celebrated  the 
Dedication  ol  the  Church  as  part  of  Holy  Week  Services. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  delivered  the  dedication  message.  Presenting  the 
church  lor  dedication  were:  Coleman  Resweber,  Chairman  of  the  Trustees;  Lloyd 
Darbonne,  Treasurer  ol  the  Building  Fund;  Hugh  Bihm,  Usher;  E.  D.  Bruner,  Sr.. 
Church  Treasurer;  John  C.  Dunbar,  Administration  and  Frances  Darbonne,  pianist. 

The  Rev.  John  Guyre,  pastor  of  the  church,  was  in  charge  of  the  dedication 
services.  Music  was  provided  by  the  Rev.  Idah  Kerr  and  Mrs.  Johnnie  Dupree,  with 
special  music  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Wilkerson,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Kerr. 

The  Rev.  J  D.  Strozier,  pastor  while  the  new  church  was  being  completed,  talked 
on  the  preparation  and  building  ol  the  church,  and  thanked  the  Rev,  Henry  Bowden 
lor  his  help.  District  Supt.  Harvey  Williamson  led  the  prayer. 

Special  Holy  Week  Services  were  held  at  First  Waterproof  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  evenings,  led  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Walter  W.  Garriott. 

The  two  United  Methodist  ministers  of  Tensas  Parish  also  took  part  in  the  Parish 
Community  Good  Friday  Services  -  held  at  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  St.  Joseph, 
Louisiana  Irom  12:00  Noon  to  3:00  o'clock.  The  Rev.  A.  D.  St.  Amant  ol  St.  Joseph 
presented  a  message  on  the  Second  Word  from  the  Cross  and  Rev.  Walter  W. 
Garriott  ol  First  Church,  Waterproof  gave  the  meditation  for  the  Third  Word. 


An  Exodus  and  Entry  Service 

On  April  9,  1978  Mangum  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  moved  into  its 
new  Location  on  the  Pines  Road.  Rev. 
Dan  Tohline  conducted  the  Exodus 
which  included  a  representative  from 
each  of  the  Sunday  School  classes,  choir, 
treasurer,  trustees,  ushers,  historian, 
youth,  Methodist  Men,  and  United 
Methodist  Women,  and  others.  Rev.  Carl 
Lueg,  Shreveport,  district  super¬ 
intendent  preached  the  morning  worship 
service  which  was  held  at  the  Pines  Road 
Location. 

In  the  summer  1908  High  Jamieson,  a 
Centenary  College,  student  began 
mission  in  the  office  building  of  the 
Queensborough  Land  Company  at  West 
College  and  Hearne  Avenue.  Later  he 
erected  a  tent,  and  after  a  successful 
revival,  organized  the  Queensborough 
Methodist  Church  in  1909.  A  frame  build¬ 
ing  was  erected  at  Stonewall  and  Mis¬ 
souri  in  1913.  Rev.  W.  A.  Mangum 
was  sent  to  us  in  1920  and  served  until 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1922.  The 
name  w'as  changed  from  Queensborough 
Methodist  Church  to  the  Mangum 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  as  a 
memorial  to  him. 

Ground  breaking  services  were  held  in 
1951  for  the  new  and  last  sanctuary. 
The  Shreveport  District  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Church  Extension  donated  a 
20  acre  lot,  3939  Pines  Road  and  a 
New  Activitied  Building  has  been  built 
which  will  now  house  all  the  services 
of  the  Mangum  Church. 


NEWS  BRIEFS 

A  revival  at  Noel  Memorial  UMC  with 
Rev.  Joe  McClain,  pastor  of 
Natchitoches  UMC  as  the  evangelist,  will 
be  April  16-19.  In  addition  to  the  evening 
services  at  7:00  p.m.  noonday  services 
will  be  at  12:05  p.m.  Rev.  Benedict 
Galloway  in  pastor. 

New  Orieans-Houma  District 
Conference  will  be  at  Gretna  UMC  April 

23. 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 
Conference  will  be  May  2  at  First  UMC, 
Hammond. 

Shreveport  District  Conference  will  be 
held  April  30  at  the  Mangum  UMC, 
beginning  at  2: 30  p.m. 

A  Bi-District  Church-School  Workshop 
for  the  Baton  Rouge  Districts  at  St. 
Mark's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  is  scheduled 
for  April  15.  Rev.  Robert  Williams  is 
pastor. 

A  Missions  Carnival  sponsored  by  the 
Missions  and  Social  Concerns  comission 
of  Wesley  UMC,  SULPHUR  will  be  May 
13.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys  is  pastor. 

A  We  Care  Mission  featuring  nine 
ministers  is  scheduled  at  Wesley  UMC. 
DeRidder  April  17,18  &  19.  Rev.  Art 
Baker  is  pastor. 

A  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Workshop  on  Worship,  Music  and  the 
Arts  will  be  held  at  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  July  24-27, 
according  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Coulter, 
South  Central  Jurisdictional 
representative  to  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodist  Musicians. 

This  workshop  will  provide  help,  ideas, 
stimulation  and  support  for  persons 
working  with  music  and  worship  in  the 
church  no  matter  what  background. 
Outstanding  leadership  includes  Phil 
Baker,  Dallas  president  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodist 
Musicians;  Bob  Bennett,  Houston;  Will 
Andress,  Shreveport;  Larry  Dean, 
Tulsa;  Ron  Ballard,  Little  Rock;  Fred 
Elder,  Tulsa,  Roger  Deschner,  Dallas, 
and  others. 

Centenary  College  is  hosting  the 
workshop  and  all  classes  will  be  held  on 
the  campus.  Total  cost:  $55.00  which 
includes  registration  fee,  room  and 
board  and  choir  music  packet.  For 
additional  information  contact  Will 
Andress,  director,  318/424^1373  or  write 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  71104. 

The  complete  list  of  young  people 
elected  to  the  District  Youth  Team  were 
Angie  Box,  Oak  Grove  (Natchitoches); 
Angela  Corley,  Nolley  Memorial, 
(Jena);  Pamela  Combest,  Asbury;  Pam 
Pharis,  Pineville;  Leonda  Sykes,  Pales¬ 
tine;  Laura  Thomas,  Jonesville;  Jerry 
W.  Van  Hoosen,  Jr.,  Oak  Grove;  Vic 
Vines,  Winnfield. 

In  the  article  appearing  in  the  March 
31  edition  the  names  of  Angela  Corley, 
Pamela  Combest  and  Pam  Pharis  were 
omitted.  Sorry  these  were  not  included. 

Deaths 

Wiley  B.  Gardner,  62,  Mooringsport 
was  buried  in  Shreveport,  April  4, 
1978.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs 
Mary  Ellen  Gardner. 

Carrie  Pierce  McKinnon,  First  UMC, 
Slidell,  died  in  December  after  a  long 
illness. 


Second  Edition  of 
Reflections  On  Ministry 
Scheduled 

The  second  edition  of  Reflections 
on  Ministry,  an  informal  theological 
practical  journal  by  ministers  of  the 
Louisiana  conference,  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  July  of  1978,  according  to 
Ray  Branton,  Editor  and  Compiler. 

All  ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  are  invited  to  submit 
material  for  publication. 

Contributions  must  be  single¬ 
spaced,  typewritten  and  no  more 
than  two  pages  in  length.  To  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  next  edition,  contribu¬ 
tions  must  be  submitted  by  May  15, 
1978.  Items  should  be  sent  to  Ray 
Branton  at  the  Council  on  Ministries 
Office,  Shreveport. 


Alexandria  District 
Plans  Family  Retreat 

Billed  as  a  day  of  relaxation  and 
inspiration  for  all,  laymen,  preachers, 
youth,  children,  everyone  —  the  board  of 
laity  has  planned  a  family  retreat  to  be 
held  at  Camp  Brewer  April  15th. 

Beginning  with  registration  at  10  A.M. 
there  will  be  recreation,  fellowship,  a 
■  pot  luck"  dinner  at  noon,  and  worship. 
Mr.  Cecil  Ramey,  Jr.,  Christian  layman 
from  Shreveport,  will  be  the 
inspirational  speaker. 

All  church  families  are  invited  to 
"bring  a  pot"  and  eat,  worship,  and 
fellowship  together  at  Camp  Brewer 
April  15th,  from  10  A  M.  until  about  5 
P.M. 

Submitted  by  Charles  Goodgame 
District  Lay  Leader 
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Discipleship  is  not  the  same  as 
addiction  to  one’s  profession 


"Workaholic"  is  a  word  coined  in 
recent  years  to  describe  persons 
obsessed  with  working. 

The  "workaholic"  is  a  person  for 
whom  the  desire  to  "get  things  done"  in 
his  or  her  job  becomes  the  primary  focus 
of  life  —  to  the  neglect  of  recreation, 
personal  relationships  and  family. 

Dr.  Elizabeth  Achtemeier,  professor  at 
New  York's  Union  Theological  School 
and  author  of  "The  Committed 
Marriage,"  recently  told  United 
Methodist  bishops  during  a  forum  on 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

TM/UMR  welcomes  First  UMC  in 
West  Monroe.  Louisiana  (Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  to  the  growing  number 
of  congregations  which  publish  local 
church  editions. 

Each  week,  450  subscriber-families  at 
First  UMC  will  receive  a  special  edition 
of  this  newspaper  with  local  church  news 
printed  on  the  front  page,  annual 
conference  news  printed  on  the  back 
page  and  general  church  news  and 
opinion  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  our  new  readers  in  West  Monroe  we 
say  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  edition  of  TM/UMR  informative 
and  that  you  will  join  with  our  other 
readers  across  the  nation  in  providing 
feedback  via  “Letters  to  the  Editor” 


clergy  families  (see  story  in  TM/UMR, 
April  7)  that  such  work  obsessions  are 
a  major  problem  among  ministers  today. 

Often  with  the  praising  encouragement 
of  their  congregations,  some  ministers 
fall  into  the  pattern  of  seeing  their  call  to 
discipleship  strictly  in  terms  of  what 
they  can  accomplish  within  the  bounds  of 
the  institutional  church.  To  neglect  one's 
family  and  personal  life  becomes  not 
only  excusable  but  even  desirable 
because  of  a  purported  "higher  calling  to 
serve  the  Lord.  " 

Dr.  Achtemeier  puts  the  matter  in  a 
more  valid  perspective,  however,  when 
she  points  out  that:  "We  deny  our  Lord 
as  grievously  when  we  neglect  our  mates 
and  our  families  as  when  we  neglect  the 
poor  or  the  sick  or  the  infirmed.” 

It  is  time  for  many  ministers  and  many 
congregations  to  come  to  grips  with  the 
fact  that  discipleship  involves  not  only 
“doing  for  others"  but  also  being  more 
than  an  absentee  mate  or  parent.  What 
we  do  to  our  families  and  our  mates  we 
do  to  the  Lord. 

Both  ministers  and  congregations 
must  demand  personal  lives  for 
parsonage  families.  Being  a 
"workaholic"  and  being  a  Christian 
disciple  cannot  properly  be  identified  as 
one  and  the  same  thing. 


Here  I  Stand 


APRIL  14,  1978 


All  share  worship  responsibility 


WV  LIKE  00 R 
C4UKCM.  WE  HAVE 
A  WARM,  COS- 
(5EWIAL  FELLOWSHIP 


WE  LABOR  IN  TWE 
LOVE  OF  OOP  /WP 
THE  SPIRIT  OF 
CHRIST 


but  i  heard 
THAT  you  people 
PUX  AHP  QUARREL 
AL1  TUB  TIME 


LAEM  SING,  Thailand  —  This 
Vietnamese  boy  is  one  of  thousands 
of  refugees  in  Thailand  refugee 
camps  awaiting  sponsors  to  help 
resettle  his  family  in  America. 

Sponsors  needed 
for  refugee  families 

After  nine  months  of  attempting  to 
locate  sponsoring  local  churches  for 
71  Indochinese  refugee  families 
displaced  by  the  Vietnam  War,  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  is  still  38  churches 
short  of  meeting  the  need. 

That  fact,  coupled  with  recent 
government  approval  for  the 
emigration  of  25,000  more  persons 
from  Asia  in  1978,  has  created  an 
emergency  resettlement  situation. 

Within  the  next  few  days,  UMCOR 
will  be  sending  pamphlets  to  all 
UMC  local  pastors  and  heads  of 
administrative  boards  asking  for 
help.  We  urge  these  leaders  to 
present  this  mission  need  to  their 
congregations.  We  pray  that  more 
local  churches  will  come  to  the  aid  of 
these  displaced  families. 


By  GERTRUDE  C.  KEITH 
Dianne  Urban’s  plea  for  the 
"liberation  of  worshippers”  (TM/UMR, 
March  10)  deserves  an  answer.  The  kind 
of  worship  she  criticizes  consists  of 
talking  by  one  or  two  leaders  and 
(mostly)  listening,  with  some  reading, 
by  the  attenders  —  a  sort  of  teacher-pupil 
relationship  between  minister(s)  and 
congregation.  The  teacher’s 
(preacher's)  superiority  is  symbolized 
by  an  elevated  position*  and  a 
microphone. 

But  worship,  in  the  history  of  the 
Christian  church,  has  been  a  different 
kind  of  experience.  Douglas  Steere, 
paraphrasing  an  often  quoted  passage  in 
Soren  Keirkegard’s  "Purity  of  Heart,” 
suggests  that  most  Protestant  church 
attenders  act  as  if  the  church  were  a 
theater.  They  are  the  critical  audience  — 
the  minister  is  the  actor  whose 
performance  they  enjoy  and  criticize. 
But  where  the  attenders  have  found  their 
real  relationship,  the  situation  is 
different.  The  stage  is  there  still,  but  now 
the  attenders  are  on  it.  They  are  the 
actors.  The  audience  is  there  too.  God  is 
the  audience.  And  the  preacher  is 
inconspicuous.  He  is  only  the  prompter. 
He  is  whispering  the  text  that  they,  as 
actors,  are  speaking  aloud  before  God. 

Here  the  responsibility  has  shifted.  The 
attenders  are  as  responsible  for  the 
service  as  the  preacher  is.  And  the 
relation  between  preacher  and 
congregation  has  shifted,  too.  They  are 
collaborators  now.  The  distinction 
between  "elevated  individuals"  and 
worshippers  is  blurred.  All  are 
worshippers.  They  are  creatures 
praising  God  for  the  beauty  and  glory  of 
His  creation;  sinners  in  need  of  His 
grace;  believers,  thankful  for  the  gift  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  rejoicing  in  the  promise 
of  salvation. 

Ms.  Urban  writes  that  worshippers 
must  participate  passively.  But  worship 
in  which  attenders  take  part  less  than 
whole-heartedly  is  no  worship  at  all.  We 
ask  to  be  delivered  from  "coldness  of 
heart  and  wanderings  of  mind”  that  we 
may  worship  “with  steadfast  thoughts 
and  kindled  affections.”  And  this,  even 
when  the  prayers  or  readings  do  not 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Tax-credit  for  parochial  schools  supported 


To  the  Editor : 

We  must  take  exception  with  your 
editorial  on  the  proposed  tax-credit  for 
tuition  paid  to  non-public  elementary  and 
secondary  schools  and  colleges 
("Proposed  tax-credit  would  cost  more 
than  we  can  afford  to  pay,"  TM/UMR, 
March  31). 

We  are  Methodists,  active  in  our 
church  and  our  children  attend  public 
schools.  But  we  cannot  agree  with  your 
position  on  this  matter.  We  were 
surprised  that  you  used  "the 
Constitutional  provision  for  the 
separation  of  church  and  state"  as  a  part 
of  your  argument.  This  argument  is  used 
in  present  times  (probably  it  has  been 
used  since  it  was  written)  only  when  the 
government  proposes  some  action  which 
we  oppose.  When  the  proposed  action  is 
one  we  favor,  then  we  conveniently 
ignore  this  congressional  provision. 

If  a  tax-credit  for  private  school 
tuition,  in  the  case  of  parochial  schools, 
is  federal  support  of  church  institutions, 
then  is  not  our  (and  your)  tax  deduction 
we  claim  every  year  for  donations  and 
gifts  to  our  church,  also  federal  support 
of  a  church  institution.  We  can  see  very 
little  difference  except  that  we, 
ourselves,  utilize  the  tax  deduction  for 
gifts  to  our  church,  whereas  we  would  not 
utilize  the  tax-credit  since  our  children 
do  not  attend  parochial  schools. 

We  do  not  believe  that  passage  of  the 
Packwood-Moynihan  Bill  would 
undermine  public  education  as  stated  in 
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your  editorial.  But,  should  this  happen, 
then  we  most  certainly  need  to 
investigate  our  public  school  systems  to 
find  out  why  these  parents  think  their 
children  can  get  a  better  education  from 
a  private  or  parochial  school  than  from  a 
public  school.  ^ 

We  must  also  ask  ourselves,  if  we 
make  the  decision  not  to  send  our 
children  to  a  private  (or  parochial) 
school  because  we  cannot  afford  to  pay 
the  tuition  (we  already  pay  public  school 
tax),  then  is  this  really  "freedom  of 
choice?”  Is  it  not  "freedom  of  choice" 
only  for  those  parents  who  can  afford  it? 

We  are  two  "United  Methodists  across 
the  country”  who  favor  the  Packwood/- 
Moynihan  Bill  and  will  let  our 
representatives  in  Congress  know  we 
support  the  bill.  TomandLon  ^  Burke 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

An  ‘F’  in  history 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  concerning  the  proposed 
tax-credit  bill  relating  to  private  and 
church  related  education  (TM/UMR, 
March  31),  ironically,  was  an  excellent 
endorsement  of  the  bill's  true  intent  —  to 
offer  freedom  of  educational  choice  to 
Americans  without  penalty. 

You  state,  “The  bill  takes  an 
unprecedented  step  into  the  area  of 
private  elementary  and  secondary 
education  —  an  area  where  free  and 
universal  education  has  historically  been 
the  standard.  " 

Historically,  education  in  the  U.S.  has 
been  private  and  local  rather  than 
federal  and  universally  imposed  and 
mandated.  I  give  you  a  D  in  logic  and  an 
F  in  U.S.  history  and  government.  Am  I 
correct  in  assuming  you  were  educated 
in  public  institutions?  Griffith 

San  Antonio,  Texas 
Hypocrisy  shown  again 
To  the  Editor : 

The  article  in  the  March  24  issue  of 
TM/UMR  relating  to  the  resignation  of 
Bishop  Allen  as  president  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  points 
out  once  more  the  hypocrisy  and  bigotry 
expressed  in  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
general  church.  This  commission  and  the 


Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  Church 
and  Society  have  taken  the  arrogant 
position  that  they  can  use  the  power  of 
the  church  to  coerce  the  people  of  North 
Carolina  and  other  states  which  have  not 
ratified  ERA,  into  giving  up  their 
constitutional  right  to  exercise  their 
freedom  of  the  ballot. 

Ironically,  it  was  these  same  groups 
who,  just  a  few  years  ago,  were  beating 
their  bombastic  drums  the  loudest  for  the 
“right  of  dissent.”  Evidently  they,  like 
all  bigots,  feel  that  the  only  ones  who 
have  the  right  of  dissent  are  those  who 
think  as  they  do.  And  we  keep  asking  the 
silly  question,  "What’s  wrong  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church?  ” 

Perhaps  we  should  be  concerned  about' 
their  sanctimonious  piety,  though,  and 
cut  off  all  funds  and  correspondence  with 
them,  so  they  will  not  have  to  run  any 
further  risk  of  being  contaminated  by 
contact  with  us.  j  p  .Greene 

Lenoir,  North  Carolina 

Farms  need  help 

To  the  Editor: 

The  "Farm  Issues  Neglected"  article 
by  Sharon  Mielke  (TM/UMR,  March  17) 
was  excellent.  I  agree  with  Bishop 
Armstrong  that  we  have  not  challenged 
UM  boards  and  agencies  with  the 
farming  problem  in  the  past.  However, 
what  can  be  done  when  a  bishop  is 
confronted  with  the  issue  by  a  church 
board  —  says  he  hears  what  the  board  is 
saying  —  and  does  nothing?  Our 
California  problem  came  to  a  head 


Reprints  available 

Reprints  of  the  special  tabloid  insert 
on  the  UMC’s  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Missional  Priority— which  is 
included  in  this  issue  of  TM/UMR— 
are  available  at  the  following  rates: 
six  copies  for  $1.00;  50  copies  for  $5; 
100  copies  for  $8;  1,000  copies  for  $65 
Orders  for  the  insert— produced  by 
United  Methodist  Communications— 
will  be  filled  the  day  they  are 
received.  Send  a  check,  money  order, 
or  cash  to:  Ethnic  Church  Reprint, 
TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75221. 


over  the  farm-labor  issue  of  Proposition 
14  when  many  ministers  would  only 
listen  to  one  side  of  the  proposition  and 
then  wholeheartedly  endorsed  it  to  the 
dismay  of  their  farmer  members. 
(Churches  lost  more  members  than  they 
care  to  admit.)  From  this,  California 
Women  for  Agriculture  was  formed  to 
tell  the  farm  story  to  churches,  schools 
and  consumers  in  general. 

Churchpersons,  I  beg  you,  open  your 
ears  to  what  is  happening  to  family 
farms  (2,000  to  3,000  go  out  of  business 
every  month)  and  listen  to  what  the 
American  Agriculture  Movement  is 
telling  you  if  you  wish  to  continue  having 
abundant  food  for  Americans  and  for  the 
hungry  abroad.  RuthLohman 

Arbuckle,  California 

Act  for  ‘survival’ 

To  the  Editor: 

We  close  the  Lenten  season  with  the 
shout,  “Hallelujah,  He  is  risen!"  But  the 
news  media  bring  to  us  the  realization 
that  war  is  a  constant  threat  to  the 
affirmation  that  the  Lord  reigneth. 

As  Bishop  James  Armstrong  and 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  and  the  others 
who  signed  “A  Pastoral  Letter  on  Human 
Survival"  have  indicated:  “The  time  is 
short.  The  people  are  in  dismay.  The 
religious  tradition  is  endangered  by 
silence,  by  equivocation,  by  dread." 
They  urge  us:  "Let  us  take  courage  to 
announce  the  word  of  Isaiah  and  Jesus 
and  to  include  ourselves  in  the  circle  of 
faithful  witness.” 

On  May  23  the  United  Nations  will 

convene  a  Special  Session  on 

Disarmament.  The  religious  community 
can  play  an  important  role  in  the  weeks 
preceding  and  during  this  extraordinary 
session.  The  God  of  peace  and  justice 
demands  that  we  mobilize  for  our 
children’s  survival  .  now.  The 

Mobilization  for  Survival,  Box  271, 
Nyack,  N.Y.  10960  is  calling  for  a 
Religious  Convocation  for  Human 

Survival  in  New  York  City  during  the 
special  session.  I  urge  all  United 
Methodists  to  join  this  movement  for 
peace  and  justice  with  their  efforts  and 
their  prayers.  M.  T.  Bird 

San  Jose,  California 


My  Witness 

Easter  faith  concerns  primarily  present 


immediately  concern  our  own  personal 
needs.  “Kindled  affections"  cannot  be 
passive.  The  worshippers,  ministers  and 
attenders  alike,  offer  their  thoughts, 
their  wills  and  their  lives  to  God.  At  least, 
this  is  our  purpose,  though  we  never 
quite  fulfill  it.  (The  thoughtful  minister, 
of  course,  will  plan  the  service  so  as  to 
encourage  active  participation  by  the 
attenders.)  As  the  service  of  Holy 
Communion  puts  it:  "And  here  we  offer 
and  present  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  ourselves, 
our  souls  and  bodies,  to  be  a  reasonable, 
holy  and  lively  sacrifice  unto  thee .  .  .’’ 

Ms.  Urban  regards  the  sermon  as  the 
best  part  for  the  minister  and  the  worst 
part  for  the  attenders.  One  can  only 
sympathetically  admit  that  this  is 
sometimes  so.  But  if  the  sermon  does  not 
speak  to  the  worshipper,  he/she  can 
continue  in  silent  prayer.  The  sermon, 
even  though  it  is  intended  largely  to 
instruct  the  congregation,  is  also  an 
offering  to  God.  In  my  church  the  sermon 
is  based  on  the  prescribed  readings  in  the 
New  Ecumenical  Lectionary, 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  United 
Methodist  Version.  A  listener  would  be 
hard  put  to  find  a  sermon  that  failed  to 
enrich  the  meaning  of  a  passage  of 
scripture  and  its  significance  in 
contemporary  life.  This  does  not  imply 
that  members  of  the  congregation  may 
not  have  valuable  thoughts  —  even 
thoughts  better  than  the  minister’s.  He’s 
human.  My  church  has  "sermon  talk- 
backs"  when  requested  in  advance  by 
the  people.  Interested  attenders  meet 
with  the  preacher  after  the  service  to 
express  opinions,  to  ask  questions,  to 
participate  in  dialogue. 


By  JIMKILLEN 

The  Easter  faith  is  not  primarily  a 
memory  of  something  past  —  though  it 
does  depend  upon  a  cherished  memory. 
And  it  is  not  primarily  a  hope  for 
something  future  —  though  it  does  bring 
new  hope  to  us.  The  Easter  faith  is 
primarily  something  present.  It  is  life 
lived  in  an  open  relationship  with  the 
risen  Lord.  The  risen  Lord  comes  to  meet 
us  daily,  bringing  the  possibility  of  new¬ 
ness  of  life.  We  must  learn  to  recognize 
His  coming  and  to  be  responsive  to  Him. 

A  short  time  after  the  first  Easter 
morning,  two  of  the  disciples  of  Jesus 
walked  along  a  road  talking  together  as 
people  do  when  they  are  trying  to  cope 
with  something.  The  excitement  and 
meaning  and  expectancy  of  following 
Jesus  had  been  snatched  away,  and  life 
was  settling  back  into  dull  mediocrity. 
Just  then,  a  stranger  came  up  to  them 
and  asked  what  they  were  talking  about. 
They  told  him  the  story  of  Jesus  and  of  all 


that  had  happened  to  him,  and  ended 
with  the  sad  words,  "We  had  hoped  that 
he  was  the  Christ."  Then  the  stranger 
joined  them  and,  as  they  walked  along 
the  road  together,  he  explained  how  the 
things  that  had  happened  were 
fulfillments  of  the  scriptures.  Bit  by  bit, 
he  rebuilt  their  faith.  Finally,  when  they 
stopped  for  supper,  he  broke  the  bread 
for  them,  and  they  recognized  that  he 
was  the  Christ.  In  that  moment, 
excitement,  meaning,  and  expectancy 
returned.  They  knew  that  they  could  live 
in  relationship  with  the  risen  Christ. 

Like  those  disciples,  we  sometimes  let 
our  disappointments,  our  hurts,  or  our 
preoccupations  crowd  out  our 
expectancy.  We  fail  to  recognize  the 
risen  Christ  when  he  approaches  us. 

But  he  does  approach  us  in  many  ways 
each  day.  He  approaches  us  most 
conspicuously  in  the  lives  of  other  people. 
He  approaches  us  in  the  lives  of  people 
who  demonstrate  some  of  the  real  beauty 


There  is  no  denying  Ms.  Urban's  claim 
that  worship  services  have  been  used  "to 
keep  women  in  their  places,  to  subdue 
minorities,  and  to  promote  wars  and 
nationalism."  Isn't  it  up  to  attenders  to 
protest  such  misuse  of  worship? 

Mrs.  Urban  proposes  that  "sad, 
solemn  services  probably  evolved"  to 
extract  money  from  the  worshippers. 
Perhaps  that  explains  why  my  church 
always  needs  money.  We  have  no  "sad, 
solemn”  services.  We  rejoice  in  our 
worship.  Even  at  funerals  and  even  on 
Passion  Sunday  we  find  cause  for 
rejoicing.  For  centuries  the  Christian 
church  has  called  the  minister  who  leads 
the  eucharistic  service  the  "celebrant.” 
A  service  which  could  sadly 
commemorate  the  suffering  and  death  of 
Jesus  turns  out  to  be  a  thankful 
celebration.  Early  Christians  in  the 
Roman  Empire  celebrated  it  with  joy 
even  though  taking  part  in  the 
celebration  might  bring  imprisonment, 
torture  or  death.  With  such  an 
inheritance,  how  can  we  do  otherwise? 
But  even  in  our  other  services  (than  Holy 
Communion)  we  cannot  contain  our  joy 
in  spoken  words.  So  we  sing.  And 
sometimes,  with  Charles  Wesley,  we 
wish  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing  our 
great  Redeemer’s  praise. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Gertrude  C. 
Keith,  is  a  member  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Evanston,  Illinois  (Northern  Illinois  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


On  the  TM/UMR  Real 


Pat  Sites 


Thank  God 9  at  least , 
for  fun  and  friends 


I  am  having  some  difficulty  right  now 

—  and  I’m  told  I’m  not  entirely  alone  in 
this!  —  in  thanking  God  for  recent 
adversities.  In  fact,  I’m  afraid  I’m  not 
only  not  grateful,  I’m  downright 
provoked  about  the  series  of 
complications  which  followed  a 
seemingly-minor  foot  injury  last  October 
and  still  go  on  and  on.  If  there’s  a  market 
for  martyrs,  this  season  I’m  out  of  luck. 

But  I’m  convinced  that  when  God 
doesn’t  give  you  what  you  want,  He  does 
come  through  with  the  next  best  thing  to 
tide  you  over.  And  in  my  case,  that  is 
friends  and  a  family  with  wry  humor, 
infinite  patience,  and  a  willingness  to  let 
me  grouse  and  like  me  anyway.  Those 
are  no  small  blessings,  let  me  tell  you  — 
and  I  hope  I’ll  remember  that  in  my 
dealings  with  the  "infirm”  in  the  future. 

Examples  abound.  There’s  my  son, 
who  evening  after  evening  watches  me 
doze  off  in  a  chair,  foot  up:  “Well,  I’ll  say 
one  thing  about  this  house.  It’s  boring”  — 
followed  by  what  was  almost  a  hug.  And 
my  husband,  who  all  too  readily  agreed 
with  me  that  we  now  have  two  "lemons" 

—  a  car  which  is  always  in  the  shop,  and 
me.  "But,”  he  grinned,  “I’ll  have  to  say 
you're  both  great  when  you  run.” 

Then  there’s  the  friend  who  visited  me 
during  one  of  my  hospital  sojourns  and 
arrived  giggling  hysterically.  "Thank 
heavens  you  only  have  a  blood  clot!  ’’  she 
sighed.  I  was  not  amused  —  until  she  told 
me  she  had  been  misdirected  to  the 
alcoholic  ward,  and  spent  ten  miserable 
minutes  standing  outside  that  wing 
wrestling  with  her  sensitivities.  Could 
our  friendship  withstand  her  knowing 
“the  real  truth”  —  and  my  knowing  she 
knew?  Or  should  she  just  go  on  home  and 


pretend  she  hadn't  come?  Fortunately 
she  ventured  forth,  discovered  I  wasn’t 
there,  and  gave  me  a  story  I  could  regale 
my  subsequent  visitors  with  —  and  a  lot 
more  besides. 

Then  there  was  the  young  friend  —  who 
had  to  brave  his  "hospital  phobia”  in  the 
first  place  to  come  see  me  —  who  also  got 
lost,  ended  up  searching  the  rows  of  beds 
in  geriatrics,  and  was  nearly  unglued  by 
the  time  he  found  me.  His  greeting  was 
“If  you  think  you  look  bad  you  should  see 
the  people  where  I’ve  just  been!” 

Next  came  a  pastor  friend  who  arrived 
when  I  was  at  low-ebb.  Immediately  I 
glared  at  him  and  blurted,  "Don’t  talk  to 
me  about  God.  Right  now  I’m  furious  at 
Him!"  A  long  silence.  Then  he  drawled, 
"Well,  I  guess  God  can  handle  that.” 
Laughter,  I’ve  found,  is  merciful. 

Another  friend  sent  a  hand-written  list 
of  “Things  Pat  is  Hereby  Permitted  To 
Be":  impatient,  cantankerous,  irritable, 
depressed  “and  all  those  other  less- 
endearing  qualities  which  also  make  her 
human  —  and  that  is,  after  all,  the  way 
God  made  her.”  I  loved  it. 

Finally,  back  at  work,  a  colleague 
pointed  out  one  of  the  reasons  for  all 
these  problems  I’m  having:  the  poster  I 
hung  in  my  office  many  months  ago 
which  says,  “Slow  me  down,  Lord.” 

Truly  I  ask  you:  aren’t  such  people  — 
and  such  moments  —  so  good  they  could 
only  come  from  a  most  understanding 
God?  So  one  of  my  current  prayers  just 
has  to  go  like  this:  “Keep  me  laughing, 
Lord.  And  keep  reminding  me  that  I’m 
not  alone.  We’ll  work  out  the  rest 
together."  -Pat  Sites 


of  life,  and  he  shows  us  the  possibility 
that  he  sets  before  us.  He  approaches  us 
in  the  lives  of  people  who  love  us,  and  he 
loves  us  through  them.  He  approaches  us 
in  the  lives  of  people  who  are  lonely  or  in 
need  and  calls  us  to  loving  service.  He 
approaches  us  in  the  lives  of  people  who 
call  attention  to  the  great  issues  of  our 
day  and  calls  us  to  commitment. 
Whenever  someone  does  for  us  what 
Jesus  did  for  people  in  his  day,  there  the 
risen  Christ  reaches  out  to  us.  If  we 
recognize  that  it  is  the  Lord  and  respond 
as  he  has  taught  us  to,  that  interaction 
can  make  us  whole. 

For  those  who  learn  to  live  expectantly 
and  responsively,  the  Easter  faith,  life 
lived  in  relationship  with  the  risen  Lord, 
is  possible  today. 

This  week's  contributor  to  "My 
Witness ”  is  the  Rev.  James  L.  Killen  Jr., 
pastor  of  Ashford  UMC  in  Houston, 
Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 


Give  now. 

So  she  can  learn  today...  and  earn  tomorrow. 


Right  now.  thousands  of  young 
black  women  are  seeking  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  They  want  that 
opportunity  to  learn. 

Since  1972  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  has  supported  twelve 
black  colleges  through  the  Black 
College  Fund. 

Young  adults  seeking  a  higher 
education  need  your  help.  They 
need  your  dollars. 

So  if  you'd  like  to  improve  the 


future  of  some  young  woman,  sup¬ 
port  the  annual  Black  College 
Fund  apportionment  through 
your  local  church  today. 

Your  dollars  will  provide  learn¬ 
ing  for  today. .  .earning  for  to¬ 
morrow.  For  more  information 
write  or  call  today. 


The  Black 
College  Fund 


P.  O.  Box  871  Nashville.  Tennessee  37202  615/327-2700 


Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church 

APRIL  14.  1978 


A  MISSIONAL  PRIORITY  OF  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


New  Jersey  fifth-  and  sixth- 
graders  in  a  summer  program 
for  Hispanic  youngsters  are 
preparing  some  of  their  art 
and  craft  projects,  for 
eventual  exhibit. 


Hispanic  witness 
says:  ’We  Care' 

The  diversified  witness  of  the  Iglesia 
Metodista  Unida  in  a  pluralistic  society 
is  well  established  in  the  Spanish¬ 
speaking  churches  of  the  Northern  New 
Jersey  Annual  Conference.  There  is,  in 
fact,  such  zeal  in  "reaching  people  where 
they  are”  that  an  Hispanic  Task  Force 
was  created  to  meet  the  needs  of 
Spanish-speaking  United  Methodists. 

Newark,  Union  City,  and  Paterson  are 
three  New  Jersey  cities  that  have  large 
numbers  of  Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  and 
Mexican  immigrants  as  well  as 
emigrants  from  most  other  Latin 
American  countries  and  Spain. 


education  and  ordination  in  the  country 
of  their  origin.  To  date,  however,  they 
remain  ‘  ‘local  pastors.  ” 

Lack  of  space  is  one  of  the  problems 
the  ethnic  minority  churches  face.  In 
Union  City,  for  example,  there  is  only  one 
room  available  outside  the  sanctuary.  It 
is  used  Monday  through  Friday  during 
daytime  hours  for  a  day-care  center  for 
45  youngsters  and  a  staff  of  six.  At  night 
it  is  used  for  meetings  of  church 
organizations  and  committees.  On 
Sunday  this  same  room  is  divided  into 
three  areas  for  church-school  classes 
serving  65  youth  and  children,  then  it  is 
put  together  again  on  Sunday  evening  for 
"family  sharing  experiences.”  It  is  also 
the  same  room  that  is  used  for  dinners, 
bazaars,  displays,  and  other  celebrations 
after  the  day-care  center’s  cribs, 
cabinets,  and  tables  are  removed. 


Active  in  Community  Life 

In  the  Union  City  area  there  are  some 
40  thousand  Hispanic  Americans,  mostly 
of  Cuban  background.  School  authorities 
say  that  65  percent  of  Union  City’s 
student  population  is  Hispanic 
American.  Many  of  the  city’s  Hispanics 
are  active  in  the  business  and  social  life 
of  the  community,  and  the  church  is 
trying  to  help  them  adjust  to  life  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  helping  them  to 
remember  their  roots  not  only  in  their 
own  culture  but  also  in  the  historic 
Christian  faith. 

Other  cities,  like  Newark  and 
Paterson,  have  large  populations  of 
Puerto  Rican,  Colombian,  and  Mexican 
immigrants. 

The  Hispanic  Task  Force  sponsors  a 
number  of  activities  throughout  the  year. 
One  involves  a  three-day  program  for  all 
ages  at  Camp  Aldersgate  in  the 
mountains  of  northwestern  New  Jersey. 
Others,  including  a  summer  youth  camp 
which  enrolls  about  50  persons,  unite 
groups  for  worship  and  recreation. 

Led  by  the  Rev.  Eli  Rivera,  a  field 
representative  for  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  task  force 
comprises  two  or  three  lay  persons  and 
two  youth  from  each  Hispanic  church. 

Six  Hispanic  pastors  have  been 
appointed  to  serve  seven  congregations. 
All  of  them  are  lay  persons,  and  none  has 
been  received  in  full  connection  in  the 
conference.  Some  of  these  pastors  claim 
the  right  to  be  in  the  ministerial-member 
rank  because  of  their  seminary 


Ecumenism  At  Work 

West  New  York  is  a  city  that  shows  the 
advantages  of  cooperation  and 
ecumenism  at  work.  Here  Presbyterians 
and  United  Methodists  worship  together 
in  a  Presbyterian  church  under  the 
leadership  of  a  United  Methodist  pastor. 

The  idea  of  a  federated  congregation, 
as  Program  Counselor  E.  T.  Holland 
calls  it,  is  a  concept  that  is  strange  to  the 
Continued  on  page  4-T 

Third  in  a  series 

This  is  the  third  in  a  series  of 
supplements  published  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  on  the 
Missional  Priorities  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Earlier,  similar 
supplements  were  produced  about  the 
church-wide  priorities  on  World  Hunger 
and  Evangelism. 

Like  the  first  two  resources,  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  supplement 
appears  in  annual  conference 
newspapers  and  other  United  Methodist 
publications  in  order  to  reach  the  largest 
possible  church  audience. 

Additional  Copies  of  this  four-page 
supplement  on  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  may  be  obtained  by 
ordering  them  from  United  Methodist 
Communications,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evan¬ 
ston,  Ill.  60201.  Six  copies,  $1.50;  50  for  $5; 
100  for  $8;  and  1,000  for  $65.  Check  should 
be  made  payable  to  the  above-named 
agency. 


Not  just  money... 

EMLC  calls  for 
Inclusive  Fellowship 


By  MELVIN  G.  TALBERT 
Chairperson,  Interagency  Coordinating 
Committee  on  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church 

When  the  1976  General  Conference 
determined  that  the  crisis  in  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  should  be  one  of 
three  Missional  Priorities  for  United 
Methodists,  we  were  presented  with  a 
challenge  that  ultimately  will  affect  our 
life  and  future  as  a  church. 

This  is  the  case  because  more  than 
money  is  needed  to  respond  to  the  crisis. 
The  primary  need  is  for  the  commitment 
of  our  will  and  spirit,  as  individuals  and 
as  a  corporate  unit,  to  actualize  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a  living 
demonstration  of  an  inclusive  fellowship 
of  the  people  of  God.  A  commitment  to 
this  ideal  through  persons,  programs  and 
financial  resources  would  be  a  sound 
investment  in  our  global  future. 

The  greatest  potential  for  ethnic 
minority  local  church  growth  in  this 
country  is  in  the  urban  centers. 
Moreover,  the  skills,  cultural  gifts,  and 
social  perceptions  of  ethnics  (Asians, 
Blacks,  Hispanics,  and  Native 
Americans)  are  potential  sources  of 
enrichment  and  renewal  for  our  whole 
church. 

More  than  One  Gauge 

It  is  unfortunate  that  so  many  persons 
have  focused  on  only  one  set  of  statistics 
as  the  indicator  gauge  of  our  people’s 
response  to  the  Missional  Priorities.  That 
set  of  figures  —  the  record  of  giving  to 
the  broadly-based  EMLC  Advance 
Special  —  admittedly  has  been 
disappointing.  But  we  should  not  let  that 
obscure  the  fact  that  our  church  has 
responded  to  the  Missional  Priorities 
challenge  in  a  number  of  other,  more 
positive  ways. 

We  should  note  especially  that  the 
churches  paid  almost  79  percent  of  the 
total  apportionment  set  for  the  Missional 
Priorities  Fund.  Almost  $3.5  million  was 
received  in  1977  .toward  the  $4,125,000 
annual  goal.  That  is  a  very  good  record 
indeed  for  a  new  apportioned  fund  in  its 
first  year.  The  78.77  percent  payment 
rate  was  as  high  or  almost  as  high  as  was 
achieved  by  several  other  funds  which 
have  been  in  existence  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Bishops  Take  Initiative 

Responding  to  the  low  rate  of  giving  to 
the  EMLC  Advance  Special,  the  Council 
of  Bishops  last  November  moved  to  give 
this  avenue  of  funding  “a  fresh  start.” 
They  proposed  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  and  the  General 


Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
tGCFA)  a  new  system  for  the 
promotion/solicitation  of  EMLC 
Advance  funds  at  the  annual  conference 
level. 

Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe,  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Advance  Committee,  who 
introduced  the  proposal,  said:  “The 
EMLC  Priority  began  slowly,  but  it  is 
gaining  momentum.  For  the  last  four 
months  of  1977,  we  saw  a  definite 
increase  in  giving,  and  reports  from 
annual  conferences  indicate  new 
interest.’’ 

Fall  Consultations  Set 

As  a  further  indication  of  their 
commitment,  the  bishops  will  lead 
EMLC  consultations  in  each  episcopal 
area  between  Sept.  15  and  Dec.  15,  1978. 
In  each  area  the  resident  bishop  will  be 
joined  by  three  bishops  from  other 
episcopal  areas.  This  crossover 
leadership  has  great  potential  for  the 
denomination. 

By  their  actions,  our  bishops  took  the 
initiative.  They  are  giving  leadership  at 
a  time  when  it  is  sorely  needed. 

There  are  other  indicators  of  positive 
response  across  the  denomination. 

Statistics  compiled  toward  the  end  of 
1977  showed  that  more  than  $4  million 
had  been  redirected  from  annual 
conference  funds  to  undergird  various 
EMLC  program  strategies. 

Reports  submitted  to  GCOM  showed 
that  26  new  ethnic  minority 
congregations  were  created  in  1977,  and 
64  ethnic  minority  men  and  women  were 
recruited  for  the  ministry. 

C.  Leonard  Miller,  GCOM  associate 
general  secretary,  reported  that  other 
encouraging  developments  in  the  annual 
conferences  included,  leadership 
development  programs  at  both  the 
district  and  the  conference  levels  in 
stewardship,  Christian  education,  youth 
ministry,  and  evangelism;  construction 
of  new  church  buildings  and  the 
renovation  of  others;  purchase, 
construction,  or  improvements  in 
parsonages;  the  addition  of  persons  to 
conference  staffs  for  EMLC  leadership; 
and  involvement  of  ethnic  minority 
persons  in  the  initiation,  development, 
and  implementation  of  EMLC  programs. 

Opportunity  for  Tomorrow 

Beyond  our  immediate  challenge,  the 
EMLC  priority  offers  us  an  opportunity 
to  face  tomorrow  with  confidence,  in  our 
convenant  with  God  and  in  our  place 
among  the  assembly  of  all  peoples. 

To  a  great  extent,  our  potential  for 

Continued  on  page  2-T 
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Elaborate  costuming  enhances  a  Nativity  play  staged  for  proud  parents  and  other 
worshippers  at  the  Chinese  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  York  City.  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  funds  help  the  congregation  in  its  community-oriented 
ministry. 
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communication  gap  between  themselves 
and  their  parents,  and  to  provide  a  pro¬ 
gram  where  working  parents  may  leave 
Uieir  children  after  school.” 

“New  York’s  Chinatown,  where  the 
Chinese  church  is  located,  seems 
undisturbed  to  the  ‘outsiders’  or 
‘tourists’  who  have  no  fear  for  their 
physical  safety,”  Mr.  Lee  says. 

“Hundreds  of  tourists  flock  to  Chinatown 
every  day  to  enjoy  eating  at  the 
restaurants,  shopping  at  the  gift  shops 
and  grocery  stores,  and  seeing  ‘Oriental’ 
faces.  Yet,  no  one  can  really  see  the  wide 
spectrum  of  hideous  problems  which 
exist  in  Chinatown  as  clearly  as  we 


Chinese-Americans,”  the  pastor  says. 

Mr.  Lee  cites  such  problems  “brewing 
for  the  past  10  years”  as  illegal 
gambling,  youth  gang  violence,  mental 
illness,  and  marital  conflict. 

The  pastor  called  1977  “a  very  fruitful 
year”  for  the  Chinese  United  Methodist 
Church.  Its  ministry  to  the  community, 
he  said,  and  efforts  to  keep  the  church’s 
doors  open  seven  days  a  week  have 
allowed  the  congregation  to  bring  more 
non-Christians  into  the  Christian  family. 

This  versatile  ministry  is  one  of  those 
supported  by  the  EMLC  Salary  Supple¬ 
ment  program  of  the  National  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Dollars  Can  Now  Stay  Closer  to  Home 


Many  questions  have  been  asked  by 
individuals,  local  churches,  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  others  about  the  Missional 
Priority  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  —  such  questions  and  concerns 
as:  Is  money  being  sent  “too  far  from 
home”  or  “to  some  board”  to  do 
“something  I  might  not  like?”  And  it’s  no 
secret  that  the  Advance  Special  which  it 
had  been  hoped  would  bring  in  $3.5 
million  a  year  lagged  badly  in  its  first 
year. 

Something  had  to  happen.  Some¬ 
body  needed  to  do  something.  Rising  to 
the  occasion,  our  bishops  and  other 
leaders  have  taken  action  which  opens  a 
door.  It  is  hoped  this  action  will  answer 
many  of  the  questions  and  concerns. 
Also,  it  is  hoped  the  new  opportunity  will 
start  a  stream  of  needed  dollars  so  that 
our  ethnic  minority  churches  across  the 
nation  can  begin  to  get  the  help  they  need. 

Essentially,  the  new  opportunity  is  that 
some  of  the  EMLC  dollars  may  stay 
closer  to  home.  The  rest  will  continue  to 
go  to  the  general  church  where  they  will 
help  ethnic  minority  churches  meet 
needs  that  they  themselves  have 
identified  and  that  our  church  has 
approved.  The  money  will  help  congre¬ 
gations  meet  real  needs  and,  in  some 
cases,  survive. 

Here  is  the  way  it  works: 

An  annual  conference  can  vote  to 
combine,  for  promotion.  General  Ad¬ 
vance  and  conference  Advance  Specials. 
Then  the  conference  can  divide  between 
itself  and  the  general  church  every  $1 
that  is  given  for  this  combined  EMLC 
Advance  Special.  The  division  can  be  up 
to  50  cents,  so  that  there  is  a  “50-50”  part¬ 
nership  between  annual  conference  and 
general  church.  The  one  condition  is  that 
what  the  conference  votes  to  keep  must 


go  only  to  its  own  Conference  Advance 
Special  projects  related  to  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church;  the  funds  cannot 
be  used  for  rther  purposes.  What  those 
projects  are  is  determined  by  the 
conference  itself. 

It  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  that 
though  a  conference  can  vote  to  keep  up 
to  50  cents,  it  can  also  vote  to  keep  less 
and  send  more  to  the  general  church  for 
needs  across  the  nation.  Also,  before  any 
decision  is  made,  an  annual  conference 
must  take  the  action  officially. 

In  making  the  decision,  the  con¬ 
ference  should  keep  in  mind  the  pressing 
needs  of  its  own  ethnic  minority  local 
churches.  But  it  should  remember  also 
that  every  $1  given  to  the  EMLC  on  the 
national  level  carries  out  carefully 
screened  and  desperately  needed  min¬ 
istries. 

The  new  arrangement  should  encour¬ 
age  a  real  partnership  between  general 
church  and  annual  conference  and  will 
once  again  show  how  our  unique  United 
Methodist  connectional  system  can  work 
to  get  a  job  done 

Not  just  Money . . . 

Continued  from  page  1-T 
growth  as  a  church  is  tied  to  our 
commitment  to  strengthen  ethnic 
minority  churches. 

In  its  declaration  about  the  critical 
status  of  the  four  ethnic  minority 
constituencies  in  the  denomination,  the 
1976  General  Conference  predicted  that 
“if  United  Methodists  at  every  level  take 
this  mandate  from  General  Conference 
as  a  serious  call  to  mission  and  ministry, 
much  can  happen  in  our  ethnic  minority 
local  churches  and  local  communities.  ” 

That  call  remains.  Our  time  is  now. 


New  York  Church 
offers  versatile 
ministry  to 
Chinatown  area 


From  New  York  City’s  Chinatown  a  20- 
minute  radio  program  goes  out  each 
Saturday  morning  to  Chinese-speaking 
listeners  throughout  the  metropolitan 
area,  including  New  Jersey  and 
Connecticut. 

The  broadcast  is  one  of  the  newest 
programs  of  the  Chinese  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Good  News 
broadcast  ministry  operates  through 
donations  from  the  congregation.  All 
recording  equipment  is  donated  by 
Chinese  UMC  members.  A  special 
offering  is  received  every  third  Sunday 
for  this  important  project  of  the 
Chinatown  church. 

Another  communications  outreach 
sponsored  by  the  church  is  the  Methodist 
Monthly,  a  Chinese-language  newsletter 
for  church  members  and  overseas 
Chinese  readers. 

The  Rev.  Moses  T.  Lee  is  pastor  of  the 
265-member  congregation.  He  writes  the 
Good  News  broadcast  scripts  and 
coordinates  the  work  of  a  10-member 
management  committee. 

“The  Good  News  radio  ministry  offers 
a  positive-thinking  message  to  assist 
Chinese-Americans  in  their  faith,”  the 
pastor  says.  "It  is  especially  helpful  to 
those  who  are  despairing  and 
depressed." 

60,000  Listeners 

The  United  Methodist  congregation 
purchases  the  time  from  Sinocast  Radio, 
a  24-hour  Chinese  language  radio  station 
which  reaches  about  60,000  listeners  in 
the  New  York  metropolitan  area.  The 
largest  number  of  listeners  are  believed 
to  be  workers  in  Chinatown’s  400 
garment  factories. 

Mr.  Lee  described  his  ministry  as 

“expanded  from  that  of  a  local  church  to 
a  church-oriented,  community-oriented 
program  where  all  sorts  of  meaningful 
and  significant  religious,  social,  and 
educational  activities  take  place." 

Among  its  varied  projects:  last  year, 
the  church  began  payments  on  a  100-lot 
cemetery,  valued  at  $25,000,  located  in 
neighboring  New  Jersey. 

The  Chinese  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  has  been  revitalized  since  its 
reorganization  in  1974.  Highlights  of  1977 
were  the  Winter  Christian  Conference, 
held  in  February,  and  a  similar 
conference  in  August.  These  have  been 
annual  events  since  1974. 


Three  Roles  for  Mei  Wah 

The  Mei  Wah  school,  another  Chinese 
Methodist  Center  program,  has  a  special 
place  within  the  Chinatown  community. 
Opened  in  1966,  the  school  had  a  1977-78 
enrollment  of  222  children,  aged  six  to  14. 
Pastor  Lee,  who  is  principal,  explains: 
"The  school  has  three  aims  —  first,  to 
assist  students  to  do  their  English  school 
homework,  to  teach  the  Chinese 
language  to  help  children  bridge  the 


In  addition,  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  invited  the  New 
York  Chinese  youth  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
last  summer  to  tour  such  United 
Methodist  facilities  as  the  Publishing 
House,  Scarritt  College,  the  Upper  Room 
Chapel,  and  the  Boards  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and 
Discipleship. 

Meanwhile,  many  younger  brothers 
and  sisters  were  receiving  care  in  the 
church  day-care  center.  In  an  annual 
report,  Annie  Ho  Yip,  the  director,  said, 
“After  spending  a  year  in  the  day-care 
center,  most  of  the  children  have  grown 
towards  greater  independence  and  have 
developed  positive  attitudes  towards 
learning.”  The  center  is  administered  by 
the  church-related  Chinese  Methodist 
Center  Corporation. 


What  local  churches  can  do 


In  general,  local  churches  are  not 
well  informed  about  the  aims  of  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
(EMLC)  Missional  Priority, 
concludes  one  United  Methodist 
caucus  leader. 

“Many  United  Methodist  churches 
can  do  things  to  support  EMLC  where 
they  are,”  the  Rev.  William  Carter, 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  Director 
of  Black  United  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  (BUMCR),  tells 
church  audiences. 

Specifically,  Mr.  Carter  lists  these 
things  that  local  churches  can  do  to 
support  the  EMLC  Missional 
Priority : 

—Sponsor  an  ethnic  minority  stu¬ 
dent  studying  for  the  ministry. 
—Share  an  educational  program  or 
the  services  of  a  director  of 
religious  education  with  an  ethnic 
minority  local  church. 

—Give  support  —  financial, 


personal,  programmatic  —  to  an 
ethnic  minority  congregation 
involved  in  building  renovation 
efforts. 

—Form  a  linkage  with  an  ethnic 
minority  church  for  mutual 
ministry  programs. 

—Develop  other  relationships  to 
emphasize  the  spiritual/renewal 
consequences  for  the  whole  church 
in  supporting  this  Missional 
Priority. 

Mr.  Carter  adds  that  support  for  the 
EMLC  priority  can  provide  salary 
subsidies  for  existing  congregations 
and  funds  for  church  extension  to  help 
new  congregations.  Programs  on 
community  outreach,  public  policy, 
and  nurture  are  included  in  the 
priority.  Ministerial  recruitment  is 
especially  needed  in  this  critical 
effort  to  strengthen  ethnic  minority 
local  churches  in  the  denomination, 
Mr.  Carter  declares. 
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Only  two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  General 
Conference  asked  United  Methodists  to  give  urgent 
attention  to  three  Missional  Priorities.  The  crisis  in 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  is  one.  In 
establishing  the  priority,  the  General  Conference 
asked  the  church’s  general  agencies  to  make 
certain  they  respond  adequately  to  the  needs.  Here 
are  reports  on  the  “state  of  the  priority”  in  the 
general  agencies. 


Board  of  Discipleship 


While  the  service  pictured  above  was  held  in  Farmington,  N.M.,  strong  support  is 
being  given  by  the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  Native 
American  churches  and  projects  throughout  the  nation.  More  than  65  percent  of  the 
division's  budget  goes  to  ethnic  minority  programs.  Services  provided  by  the 
division  range  from  pastoral  salary  supplements,  employment  referral  and  health 
care  today-care  center  administration  and  cultural  affirmation. 

JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 


One  of  the  areas  of  greatest  need  in  our 
ethnic  minority  local  churches  is  that  of 
leadership  development.  Accordingly, 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  has  designed 
and  initiated  a  number  of  pilot  projects 
within  the  last  year. 

Training  for  a  new  lay  leadership 
position  —  that  of  parish  program 
associate  —  began  in  a  pilot  project  in  the 
North  Georgia  Conference.  The  program 
equips  lay  persons  to  assist  local  pastors 
in  the  areas  of  Christian  education, 
program  development,  and  evangelism. 
The  90-hour  curriculum  involves  field 
experience,  lab  work  and  workshops,  as 
well  as  courses  in  Bible,  polity,  theology, 
socio-psychology,  and  record-keeping.  Of 
the  28  persons  who  began  the  program,  18 
were  certified  as  parish  program 
associates. 

In  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  a  new  program  to  train 
Native  Americans  as  Christian  education 
consultants  has  begun.  The  project, 
which  will  involve  70  hours  of  training 
and  a  year-long  internship,  was  launched 
last  August  and  will  run  through  next 
November.  Trainees  are  drawn  from 
both  laity  and  clergy. 


Three  EMLC  program  areas  are 
related  to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries: 
church  extension  development,  salary 
supplement  programs,  and  outreach 
ministries. 

From  Sept.  13,  1977,  through  Jan.  31, 
1978,  the  board’s  EMLC  Missional 
Priority  Committee  approved  $620,909 
for  projects  across  the  church  in  the 
three  program  areas.  That  means 
support  for  61  Native  American 
churches,  141  Hispanic  churches,  16 
Black  congregations,  and  14  Asian- 
American  churches. 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
EMLC  Missional  Priority,  the  board 
reviewed  its  programs  relating  to  ethnic 
minority  constituencies.  In  a  report  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  Global 
Ministries  stipulated  that  about  60 
percent  of  all  National  Division 
programs  were  involved  in  ethnic 
minority  concerns. 

At  the  board's  1976  annual  meeting, 
approval  was  given  for  the  reallocation 
of  $500,000  in  resources  for  EMLC 
programs.  Special  appropriations  of 


The  projects  described  so  far  were 
concerned  with  only  one  ethnic  group 
each.  But  the  first  national  training  for 
church  leaders  of  all  ethnic  groups  was 
sponsored  Feb.  10-13  by  the  board’s 
Section  on  the  Ethnic  Local  Church  in 
cooperation  with  the  Center  for 
Continuing  Education  at  Scarritt  College 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  event  attracted 
125  persons  interested  in  the 
management  of  talent,  resources  and 
time  and  in  a  recognition  of  the  worth  of 
both  ethnic  and  Christian  heritages. 

Among  Discipleship  proposals  that 
have  been  approved  for  EMLC  Missional 
Priority  funding  are:  an  English/ 
Chinese  Translation  Program  ($1,200); 
the  development  of  a  Parish  Newsletter 
for  Black  Churches  in  an  Alabama-West 
Florida  district  ($3,500);  and  the 
creation  of  an  Hispanic  Educational 
Task  Force  ($6,500).  Others  are: 
Stewardship  Training  Programs  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference  ($4,000);  a 
Native  American  Consultants'  Training 
and  Internship  Program  ($3,000);  and  a 
Camping  and  Youth  Program  in  the 
Detroit  Conference  ($3,250). 


$125,000  and  $250,000  were  approved  for 
1977  and  1978  respectively. 

The  National  Division’s  historic 
involvement  in  ethnic-minority  concerns 
has  been  in  three  primary  areas: 
personnel,  financial  resources  and 
programs  —  church  extension, 
education,  social  services  and  salary 
support. 

One  program  unit  administers  a 
network  of  71  community  centers,  eight 
women’s  residences,  schools  and 
children’s  homes.  The  centers  work  with 
persons  of  every  language,  ethnic,  racial 
and  economic  background,  supplying 
social  services,  day  care,  emergency 
food  and  clothing,  recreation  and  leisure 
activities,  adult  education,  general 
counseling  and  alternative  education. 

The  National  Division  also  helps 
support  many  ethnic  minority  church 
ministries,  including  those  in  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference,  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference  and  Puerto 
Rico.  Pastoral  salary  supplements, 
church  building  grants,  architectural 
services  and  other  needs  are  provided. 


in  Dallas,  Tex.,  hosts  a  Hispanic  Center. 
This  center  deals  with  three  priorities  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference, 
which  supplies  most  of  the  Hispanic 
ministers  for  United  Methodism. 

Continuing  education  is  another 
emphasis  at  the  Hispanic  Center.  In 
addition,  it  has  a  special  instructional 
program  for  training  Hispanics  to  teach 
the  five-year  course  of  study.  It  includes 
Hispanic  bibliography,  resources,  and 
documents. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  recently 
adopted  a  curriculum  guide  for 
ministerial  students.  The  guide  is  both 
bicultural  and  bilingual.  Those  who 
helped  prepare  it  recognize  that  United 
Methodist  seminaries  are  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  educate  Hispanics  and  other 
minorities  bilingually  and  biculturally 
But  the  curriculum  guide  can  be  a 
temporary  vehicle  for  addressing  these 
concerns. 

There  is  also  a  Center  for  Asian 
American  Ministries,  located  at 
Claremont,  Calif.,  which  focuses  on 
training  for  ministers  (as  opposed  to 
resources  for  ministers).  Although  the 


The  response  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  to  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Missional  Priority  is  directed 
primarily  to  the  needs  and  concerns  of 
ethnic  minority  persons  and 
congregations  in  the  area  of  outreach 
ministry.  Since  the  beginning  of  this 
emphasis,  the  board  has  conducted 
leadership  development  and  training 
seminars  for  ethnic  minority  persons. 

Inter-Ethnic  Seminar  on  Domestic 
Issues:  The  first  of  these  seminars,  held 
early  last  year,  focused  on 
implementation  of  the  EMLC  Priority. 
Concerns  such  as  economic  justice, 
education,  health  care,  unemployment, 
and  poverty  were  considered  in  the 
context  of  ways  the  ethnic  local  church 
might  face  these  concerns  in  their 
community  ministries.  Participants 
represented  local  churches  in  15  annual 
conferences  and  included  persons  of  all 
four  ethnic  minorities. 

A  similar  seminar  held  this  year  again 
centered  on  critical  domestic  issues 
affecting  ethnic  minority  members  of 
our  society:  alcohol  and  drug  abuse, 
undocumented  workers,  sterilization 
abuse,  welfare  reform,  and  jobs.  Also 


United  Methodist  Asian-American 
constituency  is  small,  our  commitment 
to  an  inclusive  church  makes  it 
important  to  undergird  ministry  to  Asian 
Americans. 

Another  use  of  EMLC  funds  by  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
lies  in  preparing  persons  for  ministry 
through  scholarships  and  in-service 
training.  The  latter  program  means  that 
ethnic  minority  ministerial  students 
receive  a  stipend  to  work  in  a  local  parish 
under  a  pastor  for  90  days  or  more.  The 
intent  is  to  help  these  students  come  face 
to  face  with  the  everyday  realities  in  the 
lives  of  United  Methodist  clergy  persons. 

Still  another  facet  of  EMLC  for  the 
board  is  money  set  aside  for  annual 
conference  consultations  on  recruitment 
for  ordained  ministry.  Any  conference 
wanting  to  plan  intentionally  for  ethnic 
minority  recruitment  may  have  such  a 
consultation  at  the  initiative  of  the 
bishop.  A  vocational  audit  is  requested  of 
the  conference  so  that  .the  possibilities 
for  ministry  are  described  realistically 
and  inspirationally. 


included  was.  a  workshop  on  the  role  of 
the  ethnic  minority  local  church  as  a 
vehicle  for  social  change. 

Ethnic  Minority  Seminar  on  Substance 
Abuse:  This  training  session  for 
approximately  20  clergy  and  laypersons 
from  the  Washington,  D.C.,  area 
concentrated  on  prevention  and 
treatment  of  substance  abuse  cases. 

National  and  International  Affairs: 
Twenty-six  clergy  and  laypersons, 
representing  every  region  of  the  church, 
took  part  in  this  leadership  seminar  on 
national  and  international  affairs  early 
this  year.  Subject  areas  included 
consumer  organizing  for  quality  health 
care;  the  crisis  in  housing;  affirmative 
action  and  its  impact  upon  educational 
policies;  political  prisoners;  the  history 
of  colonialism  and  the  new  international 
economic  order;  and  a  look  at 
alternative  political/economic  systems. 

Youth  and  Young  Adult  Summer 
Internships;  Planned  for  this  summer, 
this  program  will  place  interns  with 
offices  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  other 
government  agencies,  and  a  selection  of 
non-governmental  social  action 
organizations  in  the  capital. 


Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry 


The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  seeks  to  use  EMLC  funds,  both 
apportioned  and  from  the  Advance,  to 
supplement  and  reinforce  other  funds 
from  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund.  In 
this  way,  both  have  added  effect. 

One  EMLC  thrust  is  to  help  United 
Methodist  seminaries  recruit  minority 


students.  An  example*  is  a  new 
Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Multiethnic 
Recruitment  and  Training  Center. 
Scheduled  to  begin  Sept.  1,  the  program 
will  be  housed  at  Drew  University  in 
Madison,  N.J.,  but  will  recruit  students 
for  all  United  Methodist  seminaries. 

Similarly,  Perkins  School  of  Theology 


“Customs,  rituals  and  practices  that  have  been  deemed  ‘second  class'  or 
'foreign*  or  given  other  denigrative  phrases  are,  on  the  contrary,  an 
authentic  part  of  worship." 

—  The  Rev.  William  C.  Henzlik,  journalist,  theologian  and  preacher 


Board  of  Global  Ministries 


Board  of  Church  and  Society 


"It  would  bo  irresponsible  if  the  total  church,  in  living  out  the  Gospel  does  not 
continue  this  work  beyond  1980.  The  general  church  is  just  beginning  to  under- 
stand  and  to  support  this  Missional  Priority.” 

~Glo'Li,lMinro,rt^Chen'  aSSiS'*nt  g'neral  s"reUr*  of  parish  ministries.  National  Division,  Board  of 


PAGE  4-T 


An  Insert  to  TM/UMR 


APRIL  14,  1978 


Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race 


The  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  has  been  designated  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  as  the 
agency  to  review  and  monitor  the 
progress  of  the  Missional  Priority  on 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church.  To  carry  out  its  responsibilities 
the  commission  has  created  a  committee 
composed  of  its  own  membership  and 
representatives  from  each  of  the  ethnic 
caucuses. 

The  committee  has  asked  that  each 
annual  conference  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  review  the  EMLC 
work  within  its  conference,  looking  at 
such  questions  as: 

Is  there  major  ethnic  involvement  in 
developing,  approving,  and 
implementing  programs  and  projects? 
How  are  the  programs  and  projects 
strengthening  the  ethnic  local  church? 
What  are  the  sources  of  funds  for  the 
projects  or  programs?  How  will  the 


programs  be  evaluated'.  Are  the 
programs  addressing  short-range  or 
long-range  goals? 

The  monitoring  committee  of  the 
General  Commission  will  review  the 
programs  of  general  boards  and 
agencies,  asking:  How  are  the  objectives 
of  the  Ethnic  Local  Church  Consultation 
report  being  implemented?  How  are  the 
new  monies  from  the  Missional  Priorities 
Fund  and  the  EMLC  Advance  Special 
being  utilized?  What  is  the  involvement 
of  ethnic  minority  persons  in  developing 
programs  and  projects  of  the  agencies? 
How  is  the  annual  conference 
constituency  involved  in  the  programs 
administered  by  the  agencies? 

The  committee  reports  periodically  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  and 
will  make  a  final  report  at  the  1980 
General  Conference.  The  committee  is 
chaired  by  the  Rev.  Vance  Summers  of 
Columbus,  Ohio. 


The  Financial  Aspect  of  the  EMLC  Priority 

Ethnic  Minority  Churches 


Missional  Priority  Fund 

EMLC  $2,000,000 

Each  pastoral  charge  is  apportioned  a 
fair  share  of  this. 

Includes  $1.5  million  for  local 
churches  to  strengthen  their  pro¬ 
grams  and  $500,000  for  HANA 
(Hispanic,  Asian,  and  Native 
American)  Student  Scholarships. 


The  Advance 

EMLC  $3,500,000 

Each  charge  is  asked  to  give  to  this 
“second  mile”  effort. 


Where  the  Dollar  Goes 

Excluding  the  HANA  scholarships  allocation,  each  dollar  i: 


divided  as  follows: 


20*  for  helping  local  church  programs 
20*  for  building  and  renovating 
churches  and  parsonages 
20*  for  salaries  for  ethnic  clergy 


10*  for  outreach  and  evangelism  pro¬ 
grams 

10*  for  special  funding  of  unantici¬ 
pated  needs 


New  Flint  Church 

and  how  it  grew! 


This  is  the  story  of  a  church,  how  it 
grew  —  and  continues  to  grow. 

The  Edward  L.  Gordon  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Flint,  Mich., 
just  over  one  year  old,  is  fully  developed 
and  already  involved  in  community 
ministries.  A  tutorial  service  and  a 
cultural  development  program  are  two 
examples  of  such  community  work. 

In  the  Detroit  Annual  Conference,  the 
organization  of  new  churches  to  serve 
ethnic  minority  communities  is  a  high 
agenda  item. 

Before  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  (EMLC)  Missional  Priority  was 
established,  the  conference  had  set  a 
goal  of  starting  five  new  ethnic  minority 
congregations.  After  this  Missional 
Priority  was  adopted  in  1976,  the 
conference  program  was  incorporated 
into  the  EMLC  goals. 

Three  black  churches  were  planned. 
One  opened  in  Detroit  in  1973.  The  Flint 
congregation  was  organized  in  1977,.  and 
another  black  church  is  scheduled  to 
start  in  1979  in  Saginaw.  An  Hispanic 
congregation  was  begun  in  1976  in 
Detroit,  and  two  new  Detroit  Asian- 


American  (specifically  Korean)  churches 
were  organized  early  this  year. 

An  Advance  Project 

The  Flint  church  is  of  special  note 
because  it  has  received  funding  from  the 
EMLC  Missional  Priority  Advance 
Special.  Thus,  when  a  United  Methodist 
asks,  “Where  does  my  Missional  Priority 
Advance  money  go?”  the  Flint  church  is 
one  of  many  specific  programs  that  can 
be  listed  as  benefiting  from  the  Advance. 

Holding  its  first  service  in  December, 
1976,  and  formally  organized  in  May,  1977, 
Gordon  Memorial  has  grown  in 
membership,  almost  doubled  its  worship 
attendance,  and  has  a  variety  of 
community  ministries  that  makes  one 
wonder  how  the  church  finds  time  to  do 
them  all. 

Work  began  with  the  26-year-old 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Wolfe,  Jr., 
“knocking  on  a  lot  of  doors”  and  leading 
such  children’s  activities  as  Bible  school 
and  junior  choir.  These  attracted  not 
only  children  but  their  parents  and  other 
adults. 


Worship  services  began  with  about  20 
parishioners.  Within  15  months, 
membership  grew  to  72  adults  and  74 
children.  Groups  for  men,  women,  and 
youth  are  parts  of  a  complete  local 
church  organization.  Community 
outreach  and  flexibility  of  program  are 
watchwords  for  Gordon  Memorial  and  its 
energetic  young  pastor. 

The  church  tutoring  program  for 
elementary  and  junior-high  students 
attracted  college  tutors  who  shared  their 
talents  and  friendship.  Some  of  the 
collegians  later  joined  the  congregation. 

A  community  cultural  development 
program  in  black  studies  includes 
classes  in  black  history  and  the  black 
experience  in  worship  services. 

Criminal  justice  is  another  major 
concern.  A  “court  watch”  program 
monitors  the  judicial  system.  And 
Gordon  members,  in  good  Wesleyan 
tradition,  visit  in  Flint  jails.  Affairs  of 
the  city  of  Flint  also  are  on  the  church’s 
agenda.  Members  attend  city 
government  meetings  where  they 
advocate  community  interests. 

The  church  building,  a  well-equipped 
facility,  is  home  for  a  neighborhood  block 
club  and  other  community  groups. 

Meeting  Community  Needs 

Pastor  Wolfe  says  variety  is  the  style 
of  the  congregation  as  well  as  of  his 
ministry.  “We  tell  folks  that  the  church 
belongs  to  them,  that  they  are  welcome 
to  meet  needs  they  see.  They  can  express 
their  own  sense  of  mission,  and  the 
church  will  support  them.” 

The  name,  Edward  L.  Gordon,  Sr.,  has 
special  significance.  Mr.  Gordon  was  a 
prominent  black  Methodist  layman,  a 
college  professor  who  helped  found 
institutions  for  deaf  black  children.  He 
also  played  a  key  role  in  the  election  of 
Robert  E.  Jones  as  the  first  black  bishop 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  And 
Mr.  Gordon  is  the  grandfather  of  Pastor 
Wolfe. 

Now  that  Gordon  Memorial  Church 
receives  support  from  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  Missional 
Priority  Advance  Special,  the  whole 
connectional  system  of  United 
Methodism  is  at  work  —  local,  district, 
conference,  general  —  to  provide  this 
needed  and  effective  ministry  in  Flint. 


Hispanic  witness 

Continued  from  page  1-T 

Hispanic  membership.  Considerable 
progress,  however,  has  been  made 
toward  developing  a  congregational 
organization  that  is  compatible  with  the 
needs  of  the  local  church  and  the 
structures  of  the  two  denominations. 
Both  believe  that  with  additional 
assistance  this  congregation  can  be 
moved  rather  rapidly  toward  self- 
support. 

An  emerging  congregation  in 
Elizabeth  is  now  being  served  by  a  local 
pastor  who  will  soon  move  into  the 
parsonage.  With  the  continuing  interest 
of  the  Hispanic  Task  Force  and  the 
Conference  Division  of  Missions,  this 
work  is  now  reaching  approximately  40 
families.  The  urgency  of  need  for  new 
Hispanic  work  in  Elizabeth  has  been 
increased  by  the  discontinuance  of  a 
congregation  that  had  been  sponsored  by 
United  Presbyterians. 

Day-care  centers,  orientation  for 
immigrants,  senior  citizen  programs  — 
all  attest  the  zeal  with  which  the 
Hispanic  ministries  in  Northern  New 
Jersey  Conference  try  to  reach  their 
constituents.  In  a  society  that  is 
frequently  uncaring,  the  Iglesia 
Metodista  Unida  cares. 


"Where  does 
my  money  go?" 

That  question  is  asked  often  about 
Missional  Priority  Advance  Special 
funds. 

Now  for  the  first  time  between  the 
covers  of  a  single  publication  are 
many  examples  of  programs  being 
funded  through  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  Missional  Priority 
Advance  Special.  Training  experi¬ 
ences,  ministerial  recruitment 
efforts  and  other  programs  are 
presented  by  title  and  thumbnail 
description. 

If  you’re  interested,  get 
Partnership  in  Missions  1979-80,  the 
Catalog  of  General  Advance 
Specials. 

Order  the  catalog  for  $2.50  each 
after  Sept,  l  from:  United  Methodist 
Communications,  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  Ill.  60201,  or  Service 
Center,  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
7820  Reading  Rd.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
45237. 


Gordon  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Flint,  Mich.,  is  a  success  story  for 
the  EMLC  Missional  Priority  Advance  Spec;al.  Since  it  was  organized  in  May,  1977, 
it  has  almost  doubled  its  attendance  and  has  created  a  variety  of  community 
ministries.  Here  (I.  to  r.)  Pastor  Robert  L.  Wolfe,  Jr.,  Rosy  Wheeler,  financial 
secretary,  and  Fred  Jackson,  nominations  committee  chairman,  attend  an 
administrative  board  meeting. 
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i  ornier  missionary  says 

Chinese  church  doors  creak 


&  t  A  A 


open 


HANGCHOW,  China  —  A  Chinese  youth  poses  in  front  of  Lin  Ying  Temple 
( Buddist)  here,  one  of  several  places  of  worship  recently  reopened  in  mainland 
China.  Two  Christian  churches  in  Peking  also  have  been  reopened. 

PHOTO  BY  IWEETA  MdNTOSII 


professed  Christianity.  He  guessed 
that  the  percentage  must  be 
considerably  less  than  that  today,  at 
best. 

The  tour,  co-led  by  Mr.  McIntosh 
and  his  wife,  Iweeta,  was  organized 
through  the  auspices  of  the  U.S. -China 
Peoples  Friendship  Association,  a 
national  non-profit  organization 
devoted  to  better  understanding 
between  the  two  nations.  It  was  a 
‘  general  study  tour,”  Mr.  McIntosh 
said,  and  was  not  intended  to  be  a 
study  of  Chinese  religious  life.  He  said 
the  fact  that  he  was  not  allowed  to 
visit  the  Chinese  churches  was  not,  in 
his  opinion,  an  attempt  by  the  Chinese 
to  “hide"  anything,  but  was  because 
the  churches  were  not  on  the  pre¬ 
arranged  tour  —  already  a  heavy 
schedule. 

Mr.  McIntosh  said  that  both  history 
and  the  present  situation  in  China 


make  it  “extremely  doubtful”  that 
any  type  of  “institutional  Chris¬ 
tianity”  such  as  the  West  has  will  ever 
bloom  there.  He  said  that  Christianity 
in  China  is  a  unique,  Chinese  variety, 
not  dependent  on  missionary  pre¬ 
sence.  The  Chinese  constitution  guar¬ 
antees  freedom  of  belief  for  all 
religions. 

The  tour  group  visited  schools, 
factories,  farms  and  were  generally 
free  to  walk  and  talk  as  they  pleased 
with  the  Chinese  people.  (The 
Mclntoshes  both  speak  Chinese 
fluently. ) 

"We  were  impressed  with  much  of 
what  we  saw,"  Mr.  McIntosh  said. 
"As  the  Chinese  admit  themselves, 
China  is  a  young  nation  with  many 
problems,  but  in  areas  such  as  the 
social  welfare  of  the  people,  great 
strides  have  been  made  since  the 
revolution.” 


Religion  is  glimpsed  in 
talks  with  Chinese  people 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  The  doors  of  religion  — 
officially  slammed  shut  by 
government  decree  more  than  two 
decades  ago  —  are  beginning  to  creak 
open  ever  so  slightly  in  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China,  according  to  the 
observations  of  a  United  Methodist 
mission  official  who  headed  a  tour  to 
that  nation  last  month. 

“I  don’t  anticipate  a  great  revival 
and  I  really  don’t  know  what  it  all 
means  at  this  point,  but  in  the  last  12 
months  some  places  of  worship  have 
been  reopened,"  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
McIntosh,  former  missionary  to  Hong 
Kong  now  serving  as  a  field 
representative  for  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  told 
TM/UMR  after  spending  three  weeks 
touring  mainland  China. 

Two  Christian  churches  —  one 
Roman  Catholic  and  one  Protestant  — 
are  now  open  in  Peking,  the  Chinese 
capital,  according  to  Mr.  McIntosh. 
Although  he  was  not  allowed  to  visit 
the  churches  himself,  he  said  he  was 
able  to  talk  with  other  Westerners 
who  had  attended  services  in  both 
churches.  He  was  told  the  Catholic 
church  (which  has  no  ties  with  Rome) 
is  served  by  10  Chinese  priests. 

"It  is  impossible  to  say  exactly 
what  has  been  the  motivation  behind 
the  reopening  of  these  churches,"  Mr. 
McIntosh  said,  “but  it  is  generally  felt 
to  be  part  of  a  loosening  up  by  the 
government  under  the  new  premier, 
Hwua  Kuo  Feng  (in  the  wake  of  the 
death  of  Mao  Tse  Tung  and  the 
imprisonment  of  ‘the  gang  of  four’, 
headed  by  Mao’s  widow,  Chaing 
Ching.)’’ 

Mr.  McIntosh  said  he  and  other  tour 
members  saw  two  other  Christian 
church  buildings  while  in  China,  but 
those  buildings  were  closed.  He  said 
former  church  buildings  are  being 
used  as  schools  and  as  “children’s 
palaces,"  activity  centers  for  youth 
groups  such  as  the  “young  pioneers," 
a  youth  organization  for  children  who 
will  later  join  the  “red  guard." 

“It’s  also  impossible  to  say  how 
many  practicing  Christians  there  are 
in  China,"  he  said.  “There  are  ‘house 
fellowships’  (groups  of  Christians 
meeting  in  homes)  and  some  Chinese 
Christians  who  have  left  China  in 
recent  years  estimate  that  perhaps  a 
million  persons  take  part,  but  we 
really  don’t  know.” 

He  pointed  out  that  at  the  height  of 
the  Christian  presence  in  China  before 
the  1949  revolution  no  more  than  one 
percent  of  the  population  ever 


PEKING,  China  —  Ken  and  Iweeta 
McIntosh  view  the  Great  Wall  of 
China  during  the  former  mission¬ 
aries’  recent  3-week  tour  of  that 
country. _ 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Curious  questions  from 
the  young  and  religious  phrases  in  the 
speech  of  the  old  betray  the  claim  that 
communism  has  stymied  religion  in 
China,  says  one  of  the  leaders  of  a 
recently  returned  American  tour 
group. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  McIntosh,  who 
returned  last  month  from  three  weeks 
in  mainland  China  (see  story 
elsewhere  on  this  page),  says  religious 
thought  is  evident  in  conversations 
with  some  of  the  Chinese  he  met  on 
the  trip. 

Mr.  McIntosh  and  his  wife,  Iweeta, 
both  of  whom  speak  Chinese  fluently, 
said  a  number  of  experiences  during 
their  stay  in  China  revealed  that 
China  may  have  more  religious 
interest  and  practice  than  is 
sometimes  portrayed. 

“Several  times  we  heard  Chinese 
people  use  the  phrase  ‘gansye  ju,’ 
which  translates  into  ‘Thanks  be  to 
God’  or  Praise  God,’  "  Mr.  McIntosh 
said.  “Our  official  interpreters  would 
translate  the  phrase  as  ‘Thanks  to  the 
party,’  but  those  of  us  who  speak 
Chinese  knew  what  was  being  said.  ” 

He  said  similar  religious  phrases 
surfaced  in  a  number  of  conversations 
and  each  time  Jhe  interpreter 


carefully  rearranged  the  meaning. 

Several  times  in  private 
conversations,  particularly  with 
young  people,  curiosity  about 
Christian  belief  surfaced  —  often 
naively.  One  college-age  woman 
asked  for  clarification  about  “the 
young  man  who  died  and  the  rabbit 
that  hides  eggs." 

Another  young  man  who  engaged  a 
member  of  the  tour  in  a  discussion  of 
the  Bible  said  "this  book  is  about  a 
special  man,"  and  expressed  a  desire 
to  read  it.  The  tour  member  asked  the 
Chinese  guide  whether  it  would  be 
permissible  to  give  the  young  man  a 
copy  of  the  Bible. 

“You  can  offer  it  to  him,"  the  guide 
replied,  "but  he  will  not  accept  it.” 
Sensing  the  trouble  such  an  offer 
might  cause  the  man,  the  Bible  was 
not  offered. 

Another  young  man,  a  laborer, 
confided  that  he  was  from  a 
“Christian  background." 

“I  sensed  a  curiosity  about  religion 
in  a  number  of  conversations  with  the 
Chinese  people,”  Mr.  McIntosh  said. 
“They  have  been  raised  to  believe  in 
communist  humanism.  Some  are  now 
obviously  asking  questions  about 
what  lies  beyond  that  humanism.  ” 


Women’s  leaders  join  in  abortion  suit 


NEW  YORK  ( UMC)  -  Two  staff 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division  have  filed  affidavits 
as  plaintiffs  in  the  court  case  of  McRae  v. 
Califano,  which  challenges  federal  law 
restricting  the  use  of  funds  for  abortion. 

Theressa  Hoover,  chief  executive 
officer,  and  Ellen  Kirby,  executive 
secretary  of  the  1.2  million  member 


DAR  ES  SALAAM,  Tanzania  (RNS)  — 
U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  United  Nations, 
Andrew  J.  Young,  has  been  called 
“terribly  brainwashed"  on  the  recent 
majority  rule  settlement  by  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa,  one  of  four  members  of  the 
country's  new  Executive  Council  sworn 
in  recently. 

The  Methodist  bishop  made  his 
comment  in  a  communique  from 
Salisbury  in  which  he  said,  “This  is  a 
genuine  agreement  to  transfer  power 
from  the  minority  to  the  majority,  let 
them  say  what  they  want. " 

His  remarks  were  precipitated  by  a 
meeting  here  of  four  presidents  of  “front 


organization,  claim  that  the  right  to 
choose  in  a  matter  such  as  abortion  is  an 
essential  component  of  religious  liberty. 
Therefore  the  state  may  not  seek  to 
"foreclose  or  burden  that  choice"  but 
must  remain  neutral,  they  contend. 

The  class  action  in  which  they  are 
plaintiff-intervenors  challenges  the 
legality  and  constitutionality  of  the  Hyde 
Amendment  which  restricts  the  use  of 


line"  African  states  —  those  which 
surround  the  minority  rule  southern 
African  countries  of  Rhodesia,  South 
Africa  and  South  West  Africa  ( Namibia). 

Ambassador  Young,  a  United  Church 
of  Christ  minister,  who  was  invited  to  the 
parley  by  the  Tanzanian  government, 
said  that  the  internal  Rhodesian 
settlement  was  illegal. 

The  Rev.  Ndabaningi  Sithole,  United 
Church  of  Christ  minister  who  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Rhodesian  Executive 
Council,  said  he  would  soon  publish  a 
booklet  demonstrating  the  three  basic 
differences  between  the  recent  accord 
and  the  British-American  proposals. 


federal  funds  for  abortion. 

Two  other  United  Methodists,  both 
from  Minnesota,  have  furnished 
evidence  in  the  case.  Dr.  Jane  Hodgson, 
a  St.  Paul  physician,  submitted 
affidavits  after  examining  three  teen-age 
girls  who  were  pregnant  but  lacked  funds 
for  abortions.  While  unable  to  swear  "life 
endangerments,”  Dr.  Hodgson  question¬ 
ed  the  desirability  of  their  having 
children  for  various  reasons. 

Jeri  Rasmussen  was  called  as  an 
expert  witness  and  testified  14Vz  hours  on 
the  basis  of  nine  years’  experience 
observing  activities  associated  with  the 
abortion  issue,  particularly  Roman 
Catholic  activities  in  the  state 
legislature. 

A  ruling  by  Judge  John  F.  Dooling  Jr. 
in  Federal  District  Court  in  Brooklyn  is 
expected  in  June. 

Ms.  Hoover  in  her  affidavit,  expressed 
agreement  with  the  Religious  Coalition 
for  Abortion  Rights  that  "...  in  a 
pluralistic  society  the  state  should  not 
embody  in  law  one  particular  religious  or 
moral  viewpoint  on  which  widely 
differing  views  are  held  by  substantial 
sections  of  the  religious  community." 

Ms.  Kirby  expressed  particular 
concern  about  the  Hyde  Amendment’s 
effect  on  poor  women. 


Bishop  Muzorewa  charges  U.S. 
ambassador  is  brainwashed 


Women’s  Division  denounces 
UM  African  bishop’s  settlement 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PITTSBURGH  —  Directors  of  the  1.2 
million  member  organization  of  United 
Methodist  Women  (UMW)  went  on 
record  here  April  9  as  the  first 
denominational  group  to  denounce  the 
Rhodesian  settlement  signed  by  three 
African  leaders,  including  UM  Bishop 
Abel  Muzorewa,  with  the  Ian  Smith 
government. 

Directors  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  who 
comprise  the  national  policy-making 
body  for  33,000  local  UMW  units,  also  put 
the  finishing  touches  on  a  new  Charter  of 
Racial  Policies,  voted  to  join  the  boycott 
of  J.  P.  Stevens  Products,  registered 
opposition  to  proposed  lobby -disclosure 
measures  before  Congress  and  supported 
the  National  Committee  to  Overturn  the 
Bakke  Decision. 

They  also  voted  concurrent  support 
with  other  church  agencies  for  fair  prices 
for  farmers  and  “The  Longest  Walk"  of 
Native  Americans. 

African  UM  Bishop  Muzorewa  has 
figured  prominently  in  urging  the 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  condemn  white 
minority  rule  in  Zimbabwe  (the 
‘nationalist  name  for  Rhodesia).  He  is 
widely  known  in  the  church  here  as  the 
result  of  numerous  visits  to  meetings  in 
the  U.S. 

‘Peace  without  justice’ 

"We  do  not  want  to  impugn  Bishop 
Muzorewa’s  integrity  in  taking  part  in 
the  agreement,"  Florence  Isaacs,  of 
Medina,  Tex.,  said  in  defense  of  the 
Zimbabwe  resolution.  “They  (the 
signers)  must  have  felt  this  would  be  a 
proper  agreement,  but  from  our 
perspective,  it  would  result  in  peace 
without  justice.”  She  said  "there  is  also 
indication  that  Bishop  Muzorewa  was 
misled  by  the  opinions  of  persons  he 
thought  he  could  trust.” 

The  resolution  states  that  a  “viable 
solution  must  include  all  parties"  and 
expresses  concern  that  the  integral 
agreement  may  actually  precipitate 
violent  confrontation.  It  also  commends 
the  U.S.,  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
neighboring  African  states  for  their 
efforts  to  achieve  an  independent 
Zimbabwe  "inclusive  of  all  political 
forces." 

"We  must  forget  Bishop  Muzorewa  is 
Bishop  Muzorewa  and  remember  that  he 
is  the  leader  of  a  political  party  who 
wants  to  guarantee  that  his  party  —  the 
United  African  National  Congress  —  will 
get  into  power,"  advised  Mia  Adjali,  an 
international  specialist  on  the  staff  of  the 
Women’s  Division. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  World 
Division  of  BGM  will  concur  with  the 
action  of  the  Women’s  Division.  Dr. 
Charles  Germany  said  the  World 
Division  believes  the  action  is 
premature. 

Stevens  boycott  supported 

In  support  of  the  decision  to  join  the  J. 
P.  Stevens  boycott,  the  directors  stated 
that  "United  Methodist  Women  have 
historically  used  economic  sources  to 
affirm  social  principles."  Further,  they 
said,  choices  about  the  purchase  and 
consumption  of  goods  are  a  form  of  social 
responsibility.  The  resolution,  which  was 
supported  except  for  three  abstentions, 
also  upholds  the  right  of  J.  P.  Stevens 
employees  to  collective  bargaining  in 
good  faith,  as  defined  by  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board. 

UM  official 
spurs  record 
stock  action 

BOSTON  ( UMC )  -  A  United  Methodist 
missions  agency  official  spearheaded  a 
move  here  March  30  which  resulted  in  a 
record  stockholder  vote  to  oppose  bank 
loans  to  South  Africa. 

A  church-sponsored  resolution  pre¬ 
sented  to  First  National  Boston  Corp. 
by  National  Division  executive  Randolph 
Nugent  —  directing  the  bank  to  cease 
loans  until  apartheid  is  revoked  —  won 
8.2  percent  of  the  shareholders’  proxies. 
The  vote  represented  the  largest  block  of 
opposition  thus  far  recorded  in 
shareholder  actions  over  the  apartheid 
issue. 

In  his  speech  to  the  stockholders.  Dr. 
Nugent  called  apartheid  “different  from 
all  other  examples  of  human  rights 
violations  in  the  world"  in  that  it  permits 
the  white  minority  (18  percent  of 
population)  to  subjugate  the  black 
majority. 

He  urged  First  Boston  and  other  banks 
to  end  “their  support,  tolerance,  favor 
and  contribution  to  a  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  that  should  not  be  allowed  to 
continue." 

As  maker  of  the  motion  Dr.  Randolph 
Nugent,  head  of  the  National  Division, 
expressed  satisfaction  with  the  vote.  He 
said  discussions  with  the  head  of  the 
bank’s  board  of  directors,  Richard  D. 
Hill,  both  during  the  meeting  and  for  16 
weeks  preceding  it  were  “a  good  thing." 

First  National  Boston  Corp.  earns  39 
percent  of  its  profits  overseas. 

Dr.  Howard  Schomer  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  said  he  hoped  the  record 
vote  at  First  Boston  would  trigger 
similar  enthusiasm  for  shareholder 
proposals  other  church  coalitions  will 
introduce  at  such  banks  as  Citicorp, 
Manufacturer’s  Hanover  Trust,  Bank  of 
America,  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust, 
Crocker,  Continental  Illinois  and  First 
Chicago. 


Sister  Jeannine  Maynard,  who  is 
employed  by  the  Amalgamated  Clothing 
and  Textile  Workers  Union  ( AFL-CIO)  to 
seek  boycott  support  from  women’s 
organizations,  told  the  directors  that 
women  buy  99  percent  of  all  fabric  and 
linens.  She  said,  “Women  can  bring 
justice  to  more  than  45,000  Stevens 
workers,  over  half  of  whom  are  women. ' ' 

A  J.  P.  Stevens  representative  re¬ 
portedly  attended  the  meeting  but  did  not 
address  the  division.  Documents  prepared 
by  the  textiles  and  carpet  manufacturing 
company  to  answer  charges  made 
against  it  were  distributed  to  division 
members  to  read  before  the  vote. 


Racial  policies  updated 

“Because  of  all  that  has  happened  in 
the  last  10  years,  a  new  charter  of  racial 
policies  is  definitely  needed,"  Teressa 
Hoover,  associate  general  secretary  of 
Women’s  Division,  told  TM/UMR.  The 
new  charter  got  unanimous  approval  and 
will  be  formally  introduced  to  United 
Methodist  Women  at  their  national 


GRAND  PRAIRIE,  Tex.  —  Recycling 
discarded  beverage  cans  to  the  sacred 
music  of  Bach  and  Beethoven  may  seem 
illogical,  but  not  to  the  members  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  here. 

One  year  ago  the  1,400-member  church 
launched  a  drive  to  build  a  new  organ. 
The  goal  was  $92,000.  So  far  $71,000  has 
been  raised  and  $5,470  of  that  has  come 
from  the  aluminum  can  and  newspaper 
recycling  program. 

A.  E.  Stuard  is  credited  for  the 
church’s  participation  in  the  aluminum 
can  recycling  program.  Mr.  Stuard,  a 
member  of  the  church  organ  committee, 
said,  "We  were  talking  about  different 
fund-raising  projects,  and  I  kept  after 
them  about  this.  I  got  my  Pacesetters 
Sunday  school  class  to  vote  to  sponsor 
this  aluminum  can  recycling  part  of  the 
program.  Now  the  whole  church  is 
involved." 

Mr.  Stuard  learned  that  Alcoa 
Aluminum  was  paying  17  cents  a  pound 
for  discarded  aluminum  beverage  cans. 
His  next  problem  was  organization  of  the 
church  volunteers.  Initially  Mr.  Stuard 
said,  “It  was  kind  of  touch  and  go 
because  it  seemed  like  we  were  having  a 
hard  time  running  the  routes.  Now  we’ve 
got  the  city  broken  ud  into  four  different 


assembly  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  later  this 
month. 

The  new  charter  differs  from  the  first 
charter  adopted  in  1962  at  several  points, 
although  the  outline  of  the  basic 
commitment  to  the  “elimination  of 
racism  "  is  almost  identical. 

Support  for  a  “quota  system"  in 
election  processes  “until  the  time  that 
our  voluntary  performance  makes  such 
practice  unnecessary"  is  a  change  from 
the  1962  charter,  which  calls  simply  for 
the  elimination  of  segregation. 

UMW  treasurer  Joyce  Sohl  reported 
that  giving  to  the  UMW  is  not  keeping  up 
with  inflation.  Although  giving  has 
increased  by  10  percent  since  1969,  the 
consumer  price  index  has  gone  up  54 
points.  Total  offerings  in  1977  were  $16.5 
million,  but  she  said  the  division  would 
have  had  to  receive  $22.5  million  to  be 
able  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  it  did 
in  1969. 

Women’s  Division  members  also  voted 
thousands  of  dollars  for  upkeep  and  repair 
of  community  centers,  schools  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  facilities  in  the  U.S.  and  abroad. 


sections  and  we  have  three  or  four  pick¬ 
up  trucks  working  each  section  and  I 
don’t  have  to  worry  about  hustling 
somebody  up  to  help  out.  ” 

About  300  Grand  Prairie  families  are 
actively  involved  in  the  project  of  picking 
up  aluminum  cans  for  the  First  UMC. 
According  to  Mr.  Stuard,  the  whole  thing 
is  organized  to  a  fine  science.  Four 
members  go  out  on  a  major  highway  in  a 
car  with  two  sets  of  keys.  Two  members 
are  dropped  off  to  gather  cans  while  the 
other  two  drive  ahead  about  a  mile,  park 
and  start  gathering  cans. 

When  the  first  couple  reaches  the  car, 
they  drive  to  where  the  second  pair  is 
working,  exchange  places  and  the  second 
pair  leap-frogs  ahead  for  another  mile. 
At  the  end  of  an  afternoon  of  picking  up 
cans,  everyone  from  the  church  will 
gather  for  a  dinner,  he  said. 

A  number  of  the  church  members 
involved  in  picking  up  the  discarded 
beverage  cans  are  receiving  an  extra 
bonus  for  their  efforts,  Mr.  Stuard  said 
Because  of  heart  attacks  or  other 
medical  problems  these  individuals  have 
been  told  by  their  doctors  to  do  a  lot  of 
walking.  So  they  are  helping  themselves 
while  helping  the  church  buy  an  organ. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

Invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Tour 

June  19-28,  1978 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  "the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem 
During  the  stay,  we  “cover  the  country"  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea.  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum.  Mary's 
well.  Caesarea.  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELLTXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 


Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  i 
worship  service. 


special  Holy  Land 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas  77002 


GRAND  PRAIRIE,  Tex.  —  A.  E.  Stuard,  right,  a  layman  at  First  UMC  here, 
carries  sacks  of  aluminum  cans  from  a  garage  as  a  part  of  a  recycling  program  he 
began  to  raise  money  for  a  new  church  organ. 


Church  discovers 

Recycling  ‘can’ make 
beautiful  music,  too 


administrative  board  meeting. 
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Priorities  get  green  light 

Agency  will  push  to  continue  them  through  84 

„  vncrnri.ni.nui.  .  .  C  , 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  first  call  by  a 
general  board  of  the  church  for  United 
Methodism  's  three  missional  priorities  to 
continue  through  1984  came  last  week  at 
the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  spring 
meeting  here. 

In  separate  actions,  the  94-member 
board  recommended  that  world  hunger, 
the  ethnic  minority  local  church  and 
evangelism  continue  as  the  three  priority 
emphases  of  the  entire  church  during  the 
next  quadrennium. 

In  other  business,  the  board: 

•  announced  a  $500,000  gift  from  an 
unnamed  private  donor  to  purchase 
copies  of  the  “New  Media  Bible' ’  —  an 
international  project  translating  the 
Bible  into  visual  media  —  to  be  placed  in 
200  UM  churches; 

UMmen  will 
fund  prayer 
W A  TS  line 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodist  Men 
(UMM)  will  raise  $20,000  to  establish  a 
WATS  telephone  line  to  let  persons  call 
The  Upper  Room  Prayer  Center  free  of 
charge,  an  official  announced  at  a 
meeting  held  during  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  sessions  here  April  8. 

Jim  Sneed,  director  of  UMM  in  the 
board  s  Lay  Life  and  Work  Division,  said 
people  across  the  nation  who  telephone  a 
request  to  The  Upper  Room  Prayer 
Center  presently  must  pay  for  the  long 
distance  call.  When  the  800  number  is 
installed,  people  may  call  free. 

UMM  will  also  encourage  “covenant” 
prayer  groups  which  are  chartered  by 
“The  Upper  Room”  to  receive  and  pray 
for  requests  that  come  to  the  center, 
promote  devotional  life  in  local  churches 
and  select  a  Conference  Prayer 
Advocate  who  will  encourage  men  in 
“spiritual  formation,”  he  announced. 

“We  have  been  looking  for  a  national 
project  to  unify  us,”  Mr.  Sneed  said. 
“This  may  do  it.  The  first  plank  in  the 
UMM  charter  is  to  engage  in  prayer  and 
Bible  reading,  so  this  opportunity  fits  our 
objective.  We  believe  men  s  presence  in 
the  prayer  life  of  the  church  is 
important.” 

Conference  presidents  of  UMM  at  the 
meeting  appeared  enthusiastic.  One 
predicted  "the  men  will  respond  to  the 
challenge.  ”  Another  said  he  believed  his 
conference  would  raise  a  share  of  the 
money  within  the  week. 

The  Rev.  Danny  Morris,  director  of 
developing  ministries  for  “The  Upper 
Room,”  said  809  of  the  2,000  prayer 
requests  received  last  month  were 
initiated  by  men  or  related  to  a  man. 


Attend  the  Church 
Leaders  Seminar 
May  8-11, 1978 

•  John  Brown  University 
Siloam  Springs,  Arkansas 

Learn  church  leadership  skills 
from  this  very  successful  pastor! 


Stuart  Briscoe 

a>'6 


STUART  BRISCOE  -  heard  on  weekly 
radio  broadcasts  in  43  cities  in  the  U.S. 
and  abroad  .  .  .  author  of  nine  books  .  .  . 
speaks  to  nearly  4,000  every  Sunday  .  .  . 
church  membership  grown  from  709  in 
1973  to  1,500  in  1977  .  .  .  traveling  minis¬ 
try  takes  him  to  other  continents  almost 
weekly  .  .  .  once  associated  with  Ian 
Thomas  in  the  Capernwray  Missionary 
Fellowship .  .  . 

Other  learning  oppor¬ 
tunities  offered  through 
panels/workshops  led  by 
JBU  faculty  and  area 
Room/Board  church  leaders 

WRITE  for  registration 
brochure  to: 

John  Brown  University 
Siloam  Springs,  Arkansas  72761 


'  All  for  ' 
Only 

Seminar 


RATE  so  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inSS 

tion  $12  50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance  Service 
|ha^^orblin^d^^eMnsertioa 


DIAGONAL  MINISTER  Expanding  downtown 

church  Responsibilities  in  program,  education, 
youth  and  evangelism  Team  ministry  Housing 
furnished  Supply  resume,  picture,  statement  of 
belief,  salary  expectations  Rev  Robert  Dickerson,1 
First  UMC,  6  E.  Wright,  Pensacola.  Fla  32501 


Classified 


HOLIDAY  OPPORTUNITIES  Holy  Land,  England, 

Europe,  Hawaii.  Special  itineraries,  with  a  United 
Methodist  appointed  group  travel  specialist, 
Smiley  Collins,  1605  Tartan,  Louisville.  Ken  40205, 
serving  individuals  and  minister  hosts,  phone  (502 
456-1095  for  details 


EDUCATION  ASSISTANT  for  1500-member  U  M  C 

in  Western  St.  Louis  metropolitan  area  Position 
open  to  lay  or  clergy.  Send  resume  to  Box  1076-T, 
TM/UMR.  Dallas,  Tex,  75221 


ENGLAND,  WALES,  SCOTLAND  Scandinavia, 
Deluxe  Hotels.  June  Departure  22  days  Australia 
New  Zealand.  Tahiti.  Fiji.  16  days.  Septembei 
departure  Bess  Loudermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas. 
Tex  75205 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

for  growing  congregation.  Emphasis  on  youth 
program.  Degree  in  Christian  Education,  Methodist 
background  desired.  St.  John's  United  Methodist 
Church,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Road,  Winter  Haven, 
Fla  33880 


NEW  POSITION  NOW  OPEN  Retirement  Center] 

associated  witn  new  nursing  nome  seeks 
idministrator  with  at  least  10  years  prior 
retirement  and  3-5  years'  minimum  experience 
administraton  of  this  type  facility  College  degree 
minimum  requirement  Salary  commensurate  with 
qualifications  Apply  WHA  Box  732.  Georgetown, 
Tex . 


METHODIST  MINISTER  'seeking  staff  position  as 

Minister  of  Evangelism  M  A  degree  in  evangelism, 
certified,  ordained,  experienced  and  married.  Write: 
TM/UMR.  P.  O  Box  1076-MM.  Dallas.  Tex  75221 


•  set  1979  as  the  “Year  of  the  Child,’ 
approved  the  ‘United  Nations 
Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  the  Child,” 
the  National  Council  of  Churches' 
statement  of  rights  specifically  related  to 
children  in  the  faith  community,  and 
planned  workshops,  resources  and 
curriculum  to  implement  the  emphasis ; 

•  adopted  a  report  saying  that  if  a 
feasibility  study  presently  underway 
shows  the  need  for  a  new  hymnal  and/or 
“Book  of  Worship,”  the  board  will 
petition  the  1980  General  Conference  to 
fund  the  project; 

•  approved  “Covenant, '*  Inc.”  of 
Kansas  as  one  expression  of  the  UM 
version  of  Marriage  Encounter,  a  Roman 
Catholic  program  designed  to  strengthen 
the  relationship  between  husband  and 
wife; 

•  accepted  treasurer  Isaac  Brown's 
report  that  the  board  finished  1977  with 
$2.1  million  income  over  expenses  and 
that  all  units  showed  a  balance  in  the 
black. 

The  number  of  children  enrolled  in 
church  school  continues  to  decline,  the 
board  was  told  by  the  Rev.  Warren  J. 
Hartman,  education  division  staff 
person.  This  is  a  factor  affecting  church 
membership,  he  said,  because  most 
professions  of  faith  come  through 
children’s  confirmation  classes. 


Professions  of  faith  are  down  3.8  percent 
from  the  year  before.  He  also  said  that 
28,535  UM  churches  (73  percent) 
recorded  six  or  less  professions  of  faith 
for  1977  and  14,243  (  36.8  percent) 
recorded  none  at  all. 

Things  look  better  in  the  adult  section, 
Dr.  Hartman  said,  pointing  to  figures 
showing  adult  enrollment  has  almost 
stabilized  across  the  past  three  years.  As 
it  stabilizes,  the  “dropout”  rate 
(reported  as  the  category  “removed  by 
charge  conference  action”)  goes  down. 
And  that  means,  as  adults  get  involved  in 
small  groups  and  church  school  they  are 
less  likely  to  become  inactive,  he  said. 

The  section  on  evangelism  endorsed  a 
letter  by  its  officers  requesting  the 
January  1980  Congress  on  Evangelism  be 
held  at  a  site  other  than  Oral  Roberts 
University,  Tulsa,  Okla.  The  reason 
given  was  that  the  "image"  projected  by 
the  Congress  if  held  at  ORU  might 
adversely  affect  the  hoped-for 
evangelism  priority  to  be  voted  at 
General  Conference  meeting  several 
months  later.  The  executive  committee 
of  the  Council  on  Evangelism,  an  adjunct 
association  related  to  the  board, 
accepted  an  invitation  earlier  this  year  to 
hold  the  national  congress  at  ORU  and 
must  now  act  on  the  request  from  the 
staff  and  section  on  evangelism  to 
change  the  site. 


Louisiana  church  sees 
pay-off  in  self-survey 


ANCHORAGE— Standing  by  a  totem  pole  in  the  growing  sonage  and  church  building  without  outside  help.  Advance 
Campbell  Lake  neighborhood  here,  the  Rev.  John  Garvin  Specials  (second-mile  UM  giving  for  missions)  are  a  major 
worries  how  the  little  United  Methodist  congregation  meeting  source  of  funds  for  a  missionary  conference  but  the  giving  to 
now  in  his  house — part  of  the  group  is  shown  worshipping  one  Alaska  through  the  Advance  appears  to  be  at  a  low  ebb 
Sunday  last  month  (right  photo) — can  pay  for  property,  par-  presently,  officials  say.  photos  by  Clyde  chesnutt 

In  Alaska  Missionary  Conference 

Distances  drain  church  budget 


By  LARRY  JERDEN 

ALEXANDRIA,  La.  —  Too  many 
churches  plan  for  the  future  on  the  basis 
of  semi-ignorance. 

Too  often,  the  church— lay  and  clergy 
—  has  an  incomplete  or  erroneous 
picture  of  itself,  and  therefore  of  what 
programs  will  be  effective. 

To  avoid  such  pitfalls,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria  has 
just  completed  a  self-survey  by  a  profes¬ 
sional  opinion-survey  company. 

The  survey  was  a  first  for  the  company 
—  Kennedy  Associates  of  Alexandria  — 
and  as  far  as  Pastor  William  Fraser  is 
aware,  a  first  for  any  church. 

First  Methodist  invested  $1,800  in  a 
scientific  survey  to  find  out  who  its 
members  are,  where  they  live,  what 
activities  they  take  part  in,  how  much 
money  they  make  and  what  they  think  of 
the  church. 

The  investment,  said  Mr.  Fraser,  is  the 
best  the  church  has  ever  made. 

Opinion  questions  touched  on  the 
friendliness  of  the  church,  needed 
programs,  need  for  a  full-time  youth 
minister,  the  church  newspaper  and 
others. 

"Kennedy  Associates  used  their  own 
professional  telephone  pollsters  to  call 
the  300  members.”  Mr.  Fraser 
explained.  “It  took  the  month  of 
September  to  formulate  the  48  questions 
and  develop  the  questionnaire,  and  the 
first  two  weeks  in  October  to  conduct  the 
survey.” 

“It  was  printed  by  the  end  of  October.” 
He  said  the  church  would  spend  the  first 
six  months  of  1978  assimilating  the  data. 

The  sample  of  301  persons  for  an  1,800- 
member  congregation  was  enough  to 
insure  about  a  two  percent  margin  of 
error,  Mr.  Fraser  noted. 

“We  see  this  as  something  to  help  us  in 
planning  and  program  building  for  the 
future,”  he  said.  “We  were  able  to  learn 
quickly  and  efficiently  what  would  take 
months  to  find  out  if  we  did  the  survey 
using  our  own  people.  ” 

Project  Equality 
6 helps  church 
be  the  church 9 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMC)  —  Because  God  is 
intimately  involved  in  human  affairs  to 
insure  that  justice  and  righteousness  will 
prevail,  it  is  important  that  the  church 
work  to  assist  the  disadvantaged,  Dr. 
George  Outen  told  160  delegates 
assembled  here  recently  for  the  annual 
national  meeting  of  Project  Equality. 

The  chief  staff  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
delivered  the  challenge  at  the  closing 
session. 

Dr.  Outen  commended  Project 
Equality  for  "helping  the  church  be  the 
church”  in  a  special  ministry.  Project 
Equality  is  a  national  interfaith  program 
to  increase  employment  opportunities 
for  minorities  and  women. 

He  recalled  his  own  activities  as  a 
pastor  in  leading  several  congregations 
in  the  use  of  selective  purchasing  to 
increase  job  opportunities  for  blacks. 

God  expects  us  to  be  resourceful  in 
working  for  justice,  Dr.  Outen  said.  “God 
cannot  use  a  timid  church.  ’’ 

In  denominational  caucuses,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  UMC  discussed  gaining 
increased  support  for  Project  Equality 
by  linking  equal  employment  efforts  to 
the  church’s  concern  about  hunger  in  the 
United  States  and  its  concern  for 
strengthening  ethnic  minority  churches. 

Project  Equality  Buyer's  Guide  was 
called  a  book  not  just  to  be  placed  in  the 
church  library,  but  to  be  used  as  a 
resource  by  the  congregation  to  express 
its  commitment  to  equal  employment,” 
by  the  Rev.  Larry  Shores,  a  UM  minister 
from  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  national  director  of  Project 
Equality,  who  works  from  offices  in 
Kansas  City,  is  the  Rev.  Maurice  E. 
Culver,  a  UM  minister  with  membership 
in  the  Kansas  East  Conference. 


“We  found  the  congregation  was  way 
ahead  of  the  leadership  in  its  willingness 
to  expand  youth  work,  conduct  new 
member  drives  and  generally  increase 
our  overall  Sunday  School  efficiency,”  he 
noted. 

"We  were  pleasantly  surprised  to  find 
a  high  acceptance  of  our  music  program 
and  related  emphasis  on  the  arts.  ” 

Applying  survey  results  to  programs 
will  be  the  responsibility  of  various 
church  boards  and  commissions. 

The  commission  on  evangelism,  for 
instance,  in  response  to  the  desire  for  a 
strong  new-member  drive,  will  use  parts 
of  the  survey  showing  non-members  who 
attend  and  will  formulate  programs  to 
bring  in  new  members. 

Mr.  Fraser,  even  with  the  first  results, 
is  enthusiastic  about  the  effort. 

“I  would  surely  encourage  other 
churches  to  do  it.”  he  said.  “It  is  well 
worth  the  investment.  ’  ’ 

Vem  Kennedy,  head  of  the  research 
firm  and  a  professor  at  Louisiana 
College,  is  equally  encouraged. 

"I  approached  the  project  with  a  bit  of 
pessimism,”  he  admitted.  “I  was  not 
sure  what  kind  of  results  we  would  get. 
But  after  seeing  them,  I  am  very 
encouraged.” 

Mr.  Jerden  is  religion  editor  of  "Town 
Talk,”  Alexandria-Pineville,  La.,  from 
which  this  article  was  edited  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  edition  of  TM/- 
UMR. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Rev.  Ac 
Wischmeier  has  been  superintendent  of 
United  Methodism's  Alaska  Missionary 
Conference  for  the  past  nine  years.  In  a 
trip  to  Alaska  last  month,  TM/UMR 
interviewed  Dr.  Wischmeier  about 
problems  of  a  missionary  conference  in 
the  49th  state  —  a  state  that  is  one-fifth 
the  size  of  the  entire  continental  U.S.,  has 
four  time  zones  but  has  fewer  than 
500,000  inhabitants. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Q.  Dr.  Wischmeier,  what  is  one  of  the 
biggest  problems  facing  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference? 

A.  Distance.  We  don’t  calculate  by 
miles  up  here  but  by  jet  hours.  Since 
there  are  almost  no 
roads,  we  fly  every¬ 
where.  To  go  to 
Nome  from  An¬ 
chorage  you  fly  the 
600  miles  directly 
or  fly  to  Seattle  and 
catch  a  boat— and 
that  only  during  the 
three  summer 
months  when  the 
ice  in  the  Bearing  Ac  Wischmeier 
Sea  around  Nome  is  broken  up.  The  cost 
of  travel  alone  is  an  enormous  drain  on 
our  budget. 

Q.  Distance,  then,  most  adversely 
affects  your  conference  programming? 

A.  Absolutely.  Training  for  church 
school  workers,  UMW,  youth  and  clergy 
is  quite  difficult  and  costly.  For  instance, 
the  conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  can  meet  but  once  during 
the  year.  It  costs  $1,500  in  airfare  alone. 
To  get  them  to  Anchorage,  lay  and  clergy 
members  must  jet  two  hours  from  Sitka 


($225  round-trip),  three  hours  from 
Ketchikan,  two  and  one-half  from 
Juneau,  45  minutes  from  Fairbanks  and 
the  chairperson  flies  two  hours  from 
Nome.  An  alternative,  which  is 
unacceptable,  is  to  operate  the 
conference  only  with  the  people  living  in 
Anchorage. 

Q.  Is  distance  a  problem  for  the 
clergy? 

A.  I  think  it  is.  Preachers  learn  from 
their  peers  and  the  isolation  of  many  of 
our  churches  prevents  much  learning 
from  each  other.  I  don’t  like  to  put  a 
young  preacher  just  out  of  seminary  in 
our  remote  churches  because  there  is  a 
tendency  to  fall  into  bad  habits  of  not 
reading  and  keeping  up.  That  can  mar 
their  whole  career.  The  isolation  is 
particularly  acute  in  places  like  Nome. 
When  we  send  a  new  preacher  there  we 
have  to  loan  him/her  $2,500  because  they 
have  to  order  and  pay  for  a  whole  year’s 
food  supply  in  the  summer  when  the 
ships  can  get  in. 

Q.  What  are  some  other  problems? 

A.  No  money  for  church  extension  is  a 
serious  one.  Alaska  is  expanding  and  if 
the  United  Methodist  Church  doesn’t 
grow  with  it  we  are  going  to  end  up  a 
back  number.  I  can’t  get  a  penny  from 
the  National  Division  because  they  don’t 
have  it  —  mission  money  just  isn’t 
available. 

Q.  Could  you  start  any  new  churches  if 
you  had  the  money? 

A.  I  could  start  eight  tomorrow.  Some 
areas,  of  course,  are  just  beginning  to 
open  up,  and  we  need  to  buy  property. 
The  location  of  the  new  capital  when  it 
moves  from  Juneau,  is  one  example. 
Another,  more  than  3,000  people  are 
working  at  Prudhoe  Bay  with  no  one  but 
some  sect  churches  among  them. 


Campbell  Lake  here  in  Anchorage  (see 
related  photos)  is  in  a  2,400  family 
residential  development  with  no  church 
located  there  now.  We  have  no  UM 
churches  in  Valdez,  Glenallen  and  the 
Matanuska  Valley. 

Now  is  the  time  to  strike  in  order  to  be 
in  mission  for  the  future  —  and  we  have 
no  money. 

Q.  What  about  the  discovery  of  oil  on 
the  North  Slope?  Didn’t  that  boost 
Alaskan  economy  to  the  point  that  you 
won't  need  outside  funds? 

A.  That’s  a  misunderstanding  that 
needs  correcting.  Oil  profits  will  aid  the 
state,  true.  And  it  especially  will  help  the 
Alaska  Natives  —  the  Aleuts,  Eskimos 
and  Indians  —  who  are  less  than  10 
percent  of  the  population.  But  the  over¬ 
all  effect  on  the  economy  has  been  to 
skyrocket  costs  which  already  were  high 
due  to  the  distance  in  getting  food  and 
materials  here. 

United  Methodists  in  Alaska  have  one 
of  the  highest  per  capita  giving  records 
in  most  categories  of  church 
contributions.  But  with  only  3,400 
members  in  20  churches,  we  have  too  few 
members  to  handle  the  astronomical 
costs. 

Remember,  Alaska  is  still  a  frontier 
and  we  are  still  a  mission  of  the  church. 
Even  so,  the  goal  for  all  our  churches  is 
to  be  self-supporting  in  the  next  Jix 
years.  Four  more  made  it  last  year. 


Older  adults  on  the  move  still  eager 
for  local  church  ties,  study  shows 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  “Home  is 
where  you  park  it”  is  true  for  many  older 
adults  but  they  still  like  to  keep  in  touch 
with  their  local  church,  according  to  Dr 
Melvin  A.  Moody  who,  with  his  wife, 
traveled  10,000  miles  last  summer 
studying  the  leisure  patterns  of  older 
adults  in  the  out-of-doors. 

In  an  ultra-modern,  27-foot  trailer 
loaned  to  them  by  the  manufacturer,  Dr 
and  Mrs.  Moody  visited  and  interviewed 
people  in  50  different  campsites  in  22 
states. 

Dr.  Moody,  director  of  out-door 
education  for  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship,  took  a  sabbatical 
from  his  work  to  make  the  study. 

In  a  summary  of  his  findings  he 
encourages  local  churches  to  maintain  a 
relationship  with  their  retired  adults  and 
to  help  them  feel  a  part  of  the 
congregation  even  when  they  are  away 
for  extended  periods  of  time. 

Equally  important.  Dr.  Moody  hopes 
the  church  will  help  its  members  plan  for 
and  adjust  to  retirement  and  utilize  the 
time  and  talents  they  have  to  give. 

"Most  of  the  people  I  interviewed  feel 
that  the  church  hasn’t  done  much  for 

Conferences  vote 
SI  million  for  home 

HERKIMER,  N.Y.  -  United 
Methodists  in  three  New  York 
conferences  voted  overwhelmingly  last 
month  to  raise  $1  million  to  solve  a 
financial  crisis  at  Folts  Home,  a 
retirement  home  here  related  to  the 
conferences. 

According  to  reports  from  the  three 
conference  editions  of  TM/UMR,  the 
Central  New  York  conference  agreed  to 
raise  $450,000,  the  Northern  New  York 
conference  $400,000  and  the  Western  New 
York  conference  $150,000. 

The  tunus  will  secure  a  mortgage  that 
will  allow  the  home  to  honor  all  the 
current  life  care  contracts  of  residents 
who  entered  the  home  under  those 
financial  arrangements.  Inflation, 
changes  in  life  expectancy,  new  govern¬ 
ment  regulations  and  other  causes  have 
proved  these  contracts  unworkable,  offi¬ 
cials  say,  and  new  residents  are  no 
longer  admitted  on  life  care  contracts. 
But  the  home  will  now  be  able  to  honor 
the  existing  life  care  contracts  with  the 
pledged  funds. 


retired  people  and  that  it  was  not 
particularly  helpful  as  they  made 
adjustments  to  retired  life,”  he  said. 
“One  person  said  ‘the  church  is  always 
doing  things  for  the  youth  but  what  about 
us  older  adults?  ’  ” 

There  are  at  least  58  million  camping 
enthusiasts  on  the  road  each  year, 
according  to  Dr.  Moody. 

At  an  Airstream  International  Rally  at 
Bozeman,  Mont.,  he  found  that  90  percent 
of  the  persons  were  retired  and  that  eight 
percent  of  the  older  adults  live  in  their 
trailers  year-round. 

“I  came  away  from  the  gathering 
convinced  that  the  trailer  companies  and 
other  recreational  vehicle  companies  are 
helping  our  retired  people  live  much 
longer,”  Dr.  Moody  said.  “They  are 
enabled  to  see  and  appreciate  God’s 
world  and  to  build  relationships  with  a 
multitude  of  people  they  never  knew  in 
preretirement  work.  ’  ’ 

Dr.  Moody  said  he  discovered  that 
there  are  more  older  people  spending 
their  leisure  in  the  out-of-doors  than  he 
expected  and  that  many  of  them  are  self¬ 
consciously  religious  people  who  have 
daily  devotions,  read  their  Bible,  attend 
worship  services  and  have  prayers  at 
mealtime. 

In  a  sample  test  he  discovered  that  83 
percent  of  the  people  interviewed  carry 
Bibles  in  their  recreational  vehicles  and 
61  percent  have  prayers  at  mealtime. 

He  also  discovered  an  unusual  number 
of  intergenerational  groups  traveling 
and  camping  together.  Early  retirees 
often  had  one  or  more  of  their  parents 
with  them  and  many  individuals  were 
accompanied  by  grandchildren  during 
parts  of  the  summer  months.  At  one 
campsite,  Dr.  Moody  visited  with  a  group 
of  13  persons  representing  three 
generations  traveling  together  in  two 
trailers. 

“There  has  been  a  belief  in  some 
communities  that  you  are  supposed  to 
get  old  when  you  reach  65  and  become 
limited  in  the  things  you  can  enjoy,”  Dr. 
Moody  observed  “I  was  happy  to  find 
the  older  adults  who  were  trailering  or 
camping  felt  they  were  now  able  to  do 
things  that  they  had  wanted  to  do  all  of 
their  lives.” 

He  discovered  in  one  brief  survey  that 
retired  people  pulled  their  trailers 
ranging  from  4,000  to  24,000  miles 
annually. 


The  out-of-doors  has  a  special  appeal  to 
older  adults,  he  believes.  “They  like  the 
comfort  of  their  trailers  and  rave  about 
the  beautiful  places  they  have  been  and 
the  joy  of  the  outdoor  experience.  " 

He  also  observed  that  people  in  the  out- 
of-doors  were  not  bored  with  their 
retirement.  “They  were  happy,  busy, 
and  finding  life  meaningful.  They  loved 
to  share  their  experiences  with  others  — 
there  was  a  natural  spirit  of  friendliness 
and  helpfulness.” 

One  discovery  made  by  Dr.  Moody 
which  he  thinks  has  implications  for  local 
church  programming  is  that  retired 
people  do  not  need  someone  developing 
programs  for  them,  but  need  a  person  to 
whom  they  can  relate  who  will  encourage 
them  to  use  their  own  skills  in  finding 
creative  things  to  do.  And,  he  believes 
the  out-of-doors  is  a  natural  setting  for 
such  creativity  to  be  nourished. 


Alaska! 

in  1978 
28  th  Annual 
Program  for 
Methodists 


Your  choice  of  three  expertly 
planned  travel  values: 

•  Our  super  deluxe,  21  day 
cruise-tour  via  rail  from  Chi¬ 
cago  (air  optional).  Includes 
Canadian  Rockies,  Pacific 
Northwest,  Inside  Passage 
Cruise  to  Alaska  and  return. 

Fully  escorted,  superb! 

•  A  new  twelve  day  Westour  into  the  interior  of 
Alaska,  including  Inside  Passage  Cruise  one  way 
and  jet  the  other;  jet  from  and  returning  to  home. 
Escorted. 

•  A  special  ten  day  Westour  Cruise  of  the  Inside 
Passage,  from  Vancouver  to  Alaska  and  return. 
Visit  historic  ports,  glaciers,  etc.  Jet  to,  from 
Vancouver. 

Send  today  for  free  color  brochures.  Enjoy  the 
fellowship  and  adventure  of  travel  to  America’s 
last  frontier  with  a  congenial  group. 

Methodist  Alaska  Cruise-Tours 

c/o  Carefree  Travel,  Inc. 

520  N.  Michigan  Ave,  Suite  722 
_ Chicago,  IL  60611 


Her  Faith  startled  LaBelLE 
Washington...  Lance 

it  will  inspire  you!  ti*^^ 
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LABELLE  LANCE 

This  Too  Shall  Pass 

This  fragile-seeming,  beautiful 
woman  startled  sophisticated 
Washington  recently  with  her  clear 
testimony  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

While  controversy  raged  about  Pres¬ 
ident  Carter's  Budget  Director,  Bert 
Lance,  his  wife  LaBelle  met  on¬ 
slaughts  of  the  Press  and  Congress  with 
steadfast  courage.  Now  she  explains  how 
she  has  learned  to  accept  turmoil  and  tragedy 
as  part  of  the  “Lance  road  of  life."  Her  inspira¬ 
tional  biography  gives  the  reader  a  rare  look  at 
a  woman  who,  intimately  acquainted  with  pain,  heartache 
and  loss,  has  grown  strong  and  radiantly  joyful  through  an 
abiding  Faith. 

30-6  Cloth  $7.95  at  your  bookstore 
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CHRISTIAN  HERALD  BOOKS 

40  Overlook  Drive,  Chappaqua.  New  York  10514 
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BISHOP  AUBREY  G.  WALTON  World  Economic  Conditions 


BISHOP  AUBREY  G.  WALTON,  PRESIDING  BISHOP  IN 
LOUISIANA  FROM  1960  to  1972  DIED  TUESDAY,  APRIL  11th 
in  LITTLE  ROCK,  ARKANSAS. 

SERVICES  WERE  HELD  AT  THE  FIRST  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  LITTLE  ROCK,  APRIL  12th,  1978. 

HE  IS  SURVIVED  BY  HIS  WIFE.  MILDRED;  A 
DAUGHTER,  MRS.  MILDRED  ZEIGLER;  A  SON,  JAMES, 
AND  TWO  GRANDCHILDREN. 

Bishop  Walton  was  assigned  to  the  Louisiana  Area  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  with  residence  in  New  Orleans, 
after  he  was  consecrated  to  the  office  of  Bishop  June  26,  1960. 
Before  his  election  to  the  episcopacy  he  served  pastorates  in 
Arkansas,  concluding  with  a  ministry  of  sixteen  years  at  First 
Methodist  Church,  Little  Rock. 

Bishop  Walton  was  born  in  Clarksdale,  Mississippi; 
graduated  from  Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Arkansas,  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  and  received  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity 
degree  from  the  Divinity  School,  Duke  University.  Both 
Hendrix  and  Duke  have  given  him  the  honorary  Doctor  of 
Divinity  degree.  He  was  the  first  graduate  of  the  Divinity 
School  to  become  a  Bishop  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  and  Southern  Methodist 
University  have  awarded  him  the  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws 
degree. 

As  a  member  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  for  more  than  a 
decade,  Bishop  Walton  served  as  a  delegate  to  many 
conferences  at  home  and  abroad.  From  1960-68,  he  represented 
the  Council  of  Bishops  as  Official  Visitor  to  Latin  America,  and 
during  1960-61  was  presiding  Bishop  of  the  Costa  Rica  and 
Panama  Provisional  Annual  Conferences.  While  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  he 
traveled  extensively  in  Latin  America,  Africa,  India  and  the 
Far  East.  From  1964  to  1972  he  was  president  of  the  Television, 
Radio  and  Film  Commission  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

For  eight  years  Bishop  Walton  was  a  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education,  the  Interboard  Committee  on  Town  and 
Country  Work,  and  for  four  years  of  the  Program  Council  of 


the  United  Methodist  Church.  He  was  president  of  the  College 
of  Bishops  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  1968- 
69.  At  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  held  in  Oklahoma  City  in 
July  1968,  he  was  reassigned  for  his  third  quadrennium  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  Louisiana  Annual  Conferences  A  and 
B  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  These  conferences  were 
merged  in  June  of  1971  to  form  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  United  Methodist 
Church.  Bishop  Walton  retired  in  1972  to  live  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark. 

Bishop  Walton’s  leadership  was  the  key  factor  in  the  merger 
of  what  is  known  as  Conference  A  and  Conference  B  in 
Louisiana  Methodism.  He  was  excellent  at  detail  in  such  a 
merger.  It  was  accomplished  in  good  will  and  understanding. 

Bishop  Walton  was  a  scholar  and  his  masterful  preaching  / 
indicated  this.  He  faced  the  issues  of  the  times  with  courage 
and  a  well-informed  mind.  In  his  several  pastorates,  he  was  a 
most  effective  pastor  a  man  who  loved  and  served  his  people 
well.  His  dedication  to  the  church  was  surpassed  only  by  his 
commitment  to  his  Lord. 

Bishop  Walton  "loved  the  brethren."  He  was  most  happy 
when  in  company  with  his  colleagues  in  the  ministry.  He 
rejoiced  in  this  fellowship.  During  the  years  of  his  retirement 
he  kept  in  touch  with  the  affairs  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
where  he  served  as  its  resident  Bishop  with  such  success.  A 
man  of  very  positive  convictions,  he  stood  by  the  great 
fundamentals  of  our  Christian  faith  and  our  Methodist  Church. 
He  was  an  ardent  Methodist,  believing  in  and  cherishing  his 
church  as  a  God-given  agency  for  the  conversion  of  the  world. 

Retirement  was  accepted  without  a  murmur  and  he 
continued  to  live  in  the  joy  of  his  Lord. 

The  end  came  suddenly  and  in  peace;  and  in  keeping  with  his 
genuine,  simple  life.  Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton  has  gone  to  his 
reward  in  the  Father's  Home  of  many  rooms. 

Added  to  biographical  data  were  words  of  tribute  by  Dr.  Carl 
Lueg.  District  Superintendent  Shreveport,  District.) 


B.R.-Lafayette 
sponsors 
preaching  clinic 

A  Preaching  Seminar  sponsored  by  the 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District,  was 
conducted  April  15  at  University  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  PURPOSE  was  to  encourage  and 
enable  better  preaching  in  the  churches 
across  the  district.  Bishop  Shamblin  was 
a  participant  and  a  Lay-Clergy  Dialogue 
was  presented. 

Working  as  coordinator  with  Rev. 
Harvey  Williamson  District 
Superintendent  was  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Simmons. 

The  Laity  panel  included  Don  Moore, 


Christian  educators  schedule 
spring  meeting  in  Pineville 


"Innovations  and  Experimental 
Models  in  Christian  Education"  is  the 
topic  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship  spring 
meeting.  Dr.  George  E.  Koehler, 
Assistant  General  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  author  of  many 


curriculum  pieces  and  books,  will  be  the 
featured  resource  person.  The  meeting 
will  be  held  on  April  24  and  25  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Pineville. 
Registration  fee  is  $8.00.  For  more 
information  write  Mrs.  Lu  An  McLaurin, 
612  N.  Main  St.,  Marksville,  LA  71351. 


Evangelism  Reports  - 
January  -  March ,  1978 


Ph.D.,  University  UMC;  Rogers 

District 

Membership 

Membership 

Membership 

Newman,  Ph.D.,  Camphor  UMC;  Robert 

Gained 

Loss 

Total 

Soileau,  Ph.D,,  University  UMC. 

Alexandria 

88 

2 

The  clerical  workshop  leaders  were 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond 

135 

22 

16,908 

Rev.  Burton  Blair,  Associate  First  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

187 

164 

16,798 

Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  George  Duerson, 

Monroe 

268 

111 

15,229 

pastor  First  UMC,  Denham  Springs; 

New  Orleans-Houma 

29 

29 

4,825* 

Rev.  David  Lange,  Ph.D.,  Campus 

Shreveport 

278 

171 

22,151 

Minister,  Lutheran  Chapel  LSU. 

*35  out  of  51  charges  failed  to  report. 

presented  to  seminar  delegates 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women 


At  the  dawn  of  human  history  God 
invited  man  to  join  Him  in  the  work  of 
Creation.  “Fill  the  earth  and  subdue  it," 
He  said.  Man  has  responded  to  the  first 
part  is  most  evident  by  the  staggering 
population  growth,  but  we  continue  to 
struggle  to  respond  to  the  second  part. 
On  the  international  level  the  gap  grows 
even  wider  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor.  No  Christian  can  remain 
indifferent.  This  was  the  theme  of  the 
Economic  Justice  Seminar,  organized  by 
the  section  of  Christian  Social  Relations 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women,  under 
the  direction  of  Annette  Hutchins  Felder, 
Executive  Secretary  for  Development 
Education,  who  hosted  the  fifty 
participants  in  March  in  New  York  City. 
The  seminar  was  considered  part  of  the 
orientation  for  workshop  leaders  in  the 
1979  World  Development  Workshops. 

After  the  opening  worship  lead  by  Fran 
Alguire  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
qualified  speakers,  films,  question¬ 
naires,  book  reviews,  foreign  food  and 
good  fellowship  made  the  seminar  a 
learning  experience.  An  off-broadway 
play,  "200  R.P.  per  Minute,"  portraying 
our  nation’s  history,  presented  by  the 
Labor  Theater  Inc.,  was  a  highlight. 

Dr.  Phillip  Harvey,  the  Resident 
Economist,  Old  Westbury  Campus, 
spoke  on  “How  Do  You  Fit  into  the 
Economy?;  Economics  of  Poverty; 
Unemployment;  and  the  Fear  of  Social¬ 
ism  vs  Capitalism.’’  He  stated  one 
of  the  causes  for  New  York’s  bankruptcy 
as  that  of  non-profitable  services. 

Success  is  based  on  profit.  It  is  a 
business  cycle.  If  business  cannot  sell  a 
product,  it  lays  off  employees.  A  business 
will  reduce  the  cost  to  make  a  profit.  To 
reduce  the  cost  reduces  labor,  thus 
again,  unemployment." 

Peggy  Billings,  National  Division 


Secretary  for  Community  Action,  spoke 
on  the  History  of  the  Women’s  Division 
against  Poverty. 

Ruth  Gilbert,  Secretary  for 
Community  Action,  in  leading  the  group 
in  a  stimulation  game,  "Horatio  Alger," 
showed  how  frustration  arises  from  not 
being  able  to  work.  Being  on  welfare, 
using  food  stamps  and  many  other 
emotions  were  more  readily  understood. 

A  film  "Economics  of  a  New  Town  and 
What  Is  an  Economic  Development 
Corporation,"  showed  how  the 
magnificantly  planned  city  in  Colombia, 
Maryland,  failed  as  far  as  the  youth  were 
concerned. 

The  film  strip  "Economics  of  the  Multi 
National"  lead  by  Morley  Nkossi,  South 
African,  Professor  of  Economics, 
Rutgers  University,  stressed  the  white 
supremacy  in  Southern  Africa.  A  Black, 
born  in  South  Africa,  is  considered  a 
foreigner.  He  cannot  vote,  buy  or  sell 
land  or  own  factories.  He  is  stripped  of 
all  power  and  all  human  dignity.  These 
Blacks  want  nothing  less  than  total 
abolition  of  the  Apartheid  Government. 

Of  much  interest  was  an  Appalachian 
and  Third  World  Craft  Show,  shown 
through  the  courtesy  of  SERV,  Church 
World  Center  and  International  Program 
for  Human  Resource  Development  Inc. 

Consistent  study  from  8:30  in  the 
morning  until  9:30  in  the  evening  made 
the  participants  keenly  aware  of  the 
world  economic  conditions.  The  meeting 
was  finalized  in  the  chapel  of  the  Church 
Center  of  the  Nations  Plaza,  where  each 
delegate  left  a  gift  of  service,  dedication, 
love  or  any  other  commitment  that  might 
show  a  desire  to  help  mankind. 

Submitted  by  Mrs.  Wayne  Bryan, 
delegate,  and  a  member  of  the  Education 
Development  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 


Report  on  Centenary  College 
Special  Campaign 

CENTENARY  COLLECTIONS  ON  THE  SPECIAL 
CAMPAIGN  AS  OF  4/1/78:  $216,804.04  OR  APPROXIMATELY 
48% 


The  Maplewood  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Sulphur  was  successful  in 
raising  the  entire  amount  of  their  pledge 
to  the  Centenary  Special  Fund  by  selling 
tickets  to  a  beef  barbecue  that  was  held 
in  January.  Rev.  Terry  Willis  is  pastor. 


Around  the  Conference 


Standing  in  front  of  the  banner 
CELEBRATE,  the  theme  of  the  NEW 
LIFE  MISSION  at  Thibodaux  UMC,  are 
Joyce  Young,  Judy  Coleman, 
coordinators  of  the  six-weeks  Lenten 
observance;  Charlotte  Monk,  who  made 
the  banner;  and  Dr.  Harold  McElvany, 
Rockford,  Illinois,  Court  Street  UMC, 
New  Life  Missioner  for  the  first  Week  of 
Great  Preaching  in  Thibodaux.  Rev. 
Paul  Longstreth  is  pastor. 

St.  James  UMC.  New  Iberia, 
celebrated  their  annual  Men’s  Day 
Service  March  19.  Rev.  Oscar  Andrew, 
assistant  pastor  of  the  C.M.E.  Church, 
New  Iberia,  was  the  speaker.  The  service 
was  a  success  in  spirit  and  in  finance. 
Mr.  Joseph  Eddie  and  Mr.  Bary  Stinson, 
were  chairmen.  Rev.  E.  D.  Smith  is 
pastor. 
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MARK  THUR- 

1MON  received  his 
God  and  Country 
I  Award  in  the  RAY- 
I  MON D  United 
I  Methodist  Church. 
He  is  standing  with 
his  parents  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alan  Thur- 
mon.  Rev.  James 
Hodges  is  pastor.  In 

acquiring  this  honor,  part  of  Mark's  responsibility  was  having  charge  of  " Little 
Church."  a  children's  sermon,  each  Sunday  morning. 

These  porcelain 
birds  were  made  by 
MRS.  HERMAN 
SOCKRIDER,  a 
member  of  the 
Ceramics  class  at 
First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles. 


■ 


ST.  PAUL'S  IN  MONROE  had  its  "FABULOUS  FOLLIES"  night  in  February. 

The  picture  above  shows  the  grand  finale  performance.  Delton  Hearn,  Tommy 
Trawick,  Joey  Bales,  and  Wiley  Montgomery  danced  to  the  current  pop  song  " Short 
People."  Fourteen  single  and  group  entires  provided  the  audience  with  a  wide  range 
of  entertainment.  Mrs.  John  Hamilton  and  Mrs.  Bill  Reed  organized  and  produced 
the  Family  Life  activity. 

|  WILBUR  SAYLES  "SINGING  EVANGELIST"  was  present¬ 
ly  ed  at  Bossier  First  United  Methodist  and  Mangum  Memorial 
\]  United  Methodist,  Shreveport,  churches,  April  912  and  16  19 
1  He  features  his  Cordovox,  accordion  and  organ  combination, 
^1  along  with  singing  and  personal  testimony. 
r  Wilbur  Sayles  Lay  Music  Missions,  Inc.  is  housed  in  Austin, 

Minn.  55912,  and  also  features  records,  tapes,  video  tapes  and 
missions. 

“Crowley  First  votes  to  build  new 
Parsonage”  —  In  a  special  Charge 
Conference  the  congregation  at  First 
UMC,  Crowley,  Louisiana,  voted  to  sell 
the  present  parsonage,  purchase  a  lot  on 
Governor  Edwards  Drive,  and  build  a 
new  parsonage.  The  total  amount  of  the 
project  is  expected  to  be  about  $77,000. 
Abe  M.  Conerly  is  the  pastor. 


■  '  I 

These  members  of  the  Confirmation  class  were  received  into  the  Membership  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Baton  Rouge,  on  Palm  Sunday.  From  left  to  right 
are:  Jimmy  Dunn,  Adam  Hull,  Chris  Hull,  Ty  McMains,  Danny  Kyle,  Michael 
Hickey.  Robin  Wright.  Kasey  O'Neal,  Van  Richard.  Ellen  Salmon.  Robin  Hill.  Jerri 
Lockhart,  Mollie  Poche,  Pam  Coffee,  and  Laurie  Serrett.  Rev.  Woodrow  Hearne  is 
pastor. 

The  Southside  UMC,  Monroe,  has 
g  J.y  J  Organized  a  CLOWN  MINISTRY.  Mrs. 

J  ^  p.  Betty  Swanson,  2nd  from  left.  Clown 

Jaw*.  '■£  Director,  with  these  Youth  visited  the 
W  MrS  Riverside  Nursing  Home,  some  70 

rooms,  with  a  handshake  and  a  smile. 

|  They  will  be  going  to  the  hospitals  and 
Vi  •  I  visiting  shut-ins  of  the  church,  others 

'■ pHj  Pictured  are  Karen  Winchester,  Sam 
Nethery,  Bill  Gannaway.  Rev.  Lea  Joiner  is  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  Senior 
mg'  Minister  oj  ASBURY.  LAFAYETTE,  is 

Asburv's 

Associate.  THE  REV.  JAMES 
T  i  HENGSTENBERG  upon  Jim's  receipt  of 

his  formal  certificate  of  membership  in 
\  J »  f\l  ..  the  AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF 

U  PASTORAL  COUNSELORS.  The  AAPC 

»  |'  accepts,  as  clinical  members,  ministers 

wfw  have  completed  advanced  training 
<n  counseling,  have  received  over  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  hours  of  professional  supervision  of  their  counseling,  and 
who  have  been  approved  by  a  regional  membership  committee  after  a  personal 
evaluation.  Jim  joins  The  Rev.  Roy  Nash,  director  of  the  Tulane-Newcomb  Wesley 
Foundation  in  New  Orleans,  as  the  only  two  members  of  the  Louisiana  conference 
who  are  clinical  members  of  the  AAPC. 


Mrs.  Elaine  Porter  instructs  a  group  of 
Women  in  making  porcelain  birds,  which 
are  made  in  molds,  hand  painted,  and 
decorated  with  china  paints,  after  being 
fired  three  or  four  times. 

Mrs.  Sockrider’s  collection  includes 
cardinals,  blue  jays,  Florida  bulbuls, 
meadowlarks  and  robins.  This  collection 
was  featured  in  the  April,  1978  issue  of 
Women’s  Comfort  Magazine. 

Many  awards  have  been  won  by  the 
people  in  this  group.  Gift  shop 
consignment  may  be  the  next  step. 


Pictured  are  leaders  of  the  Building  Fund  Crusade  at  GRACE  Church.  Ruston, 
just  after  pledges  lopped  the  $150,000  goal:  James  Christie.  Pastor;  L.  D.  McGehee. 
General  Chairman ;  Jerry  Johnston,  Building  Committee  Chairman;  and  Bobby 
Conville,  Visitation  Chairman. 


NEWS  BRIEFS 

ATTENTION,  RETIRED  MINISTERS 
AND  WIDOWS!!  There  will  be  a 
luncheon  for  you  during  Annual 
Conference,  May  31st,  12: 15  p.m.  at  Noel 
United  Methodist  Church,  with  Bishop 
Kenneth  Shamblin  speaking;  sponsored 
by  the  Board  of  Pensions. 

Please  get  your  courtesy  ticket  at  the 
registration  desk  on  Monday,  not  later 
than  Tuesday  morning.  For  further 
information,  contact  George  Pearce,  Jr. 


A  CONFIRMATION  CLASS  for  Junior 
High  young  people  is  being  offered  at  the 
Lab/Seminar  Training  Enterprise 
planned  for  Mt.  Sequoyah,  July  16-21, 
1978.  Dr.  Louis  H .  Johnson,  St.  Louis,  and 
Rev.  James  M.  Meadors,  Jr.,  North 
Little  Rock,  will  be  the  co-leaders. 

Registrations  should  be  made  through 
annual  conference  Council  Directors. 
Additional  information  may  be  secured 
from  the  Jurisdiction  office,  Dr.  S.  Duane 
Bruce,  executive  director,  4209  N.  W. 
23rd  Street,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
73107,  phone  405/943-1985. 


NOTICE  OF  CHANGE  IN 
DEADLINES:  Applications  for  YOUTH 
SERVICE  FUND  &  PROGRAM 
PRIORITIES  INTERN  positions  with 
The  United  Methodist  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization.  DEADLINE  for 
RECEIPT  of  APPLICATIONS  and 
REFERENCES  was  APRIL  14,  1978. 

Applicants  selected  for  INTERVIEWS 
will  be  interviewed  MAY  11-12,  1978,  in 
Nashville,  TN. 

Please  note  that  these  dates  are 
EXTENSIONS  from  the  previously 
indicated  dates.  For  further  information, 
contact:  Jerald  T.  Lipscomb,  Executive 
Director,  NYMO,  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN 
37202,  615/327-2700,  Ext.  274. 


The  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  will  be  held  June  12-16, 
1978  at  the  Mt.  Sequoyah  Methodist 
Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  The 
FOCUS  for  the  school  will  be  the  work  of 
the  Women’s  National,  World,  Education 
and  Cultivation  Divisions  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  including  inter¬ 
pretation  of  relationships  to  the  total 
board.  The  approach  will  deal  with 
members  of  United  Methodist  Women 
and  their  responsibilities  in  the  church 
and  society. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  school  will  be 
“IN  COVENANT;  FOR  COMMUNITY.  " 


The  Alabama-West  Florida  Conference 
is  holding  a  Young  Adult  Laboratory 
Seminar  May  19-21,  1978,  in  Pensacola, 
Florida. 

The  seminar  attached  to  this  young 
adult  lab  is  for  certified  laboratory 
leaders  if  they  are  interested  in  this 
additional  area  of  certification  and  work 
in  the  local  church.  These  young  adult 
laboratories  are  led  by  two  certified 
laboratory  leaders.  Persons  must 
already  be  certified  in  order  to  be 
qualified  for  participation  in  this 
seminar.  All  seminar  persons  must 
register  with  my  office  in  advance  of  the 
event. 

For  housing,  schedule,  and  cost,  please 
write  to  Mrs.  Carolyn  Cumbie,  P.O. 
Drawer  700,  Andalusia,  Alabama  36420. 


Miss  Helen  Wilson,  a  United  Methodist 
Missionary  who  has  been  engaged  in 
medical,  evangelical  administrative  and 
women’s  work  in  Bolivia,  South 
America,  during  the  past  22  years,  was 
speaker  for  the  morning  worship  at 
Springhill  UMC,  April  9,  Rev.  James 
Evans  is  pastor. 


The  Trustees  and  Officers  of 
FREEDOM  FOUNDATION  at  Valley 
Forge  announce  with  pleasure  the 
selection  of  The  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches  by  the 
distinguished  National  and  School 
Awards  Jury,  to  receive  THE  VALLEY 
FORGE  HONOR  CERTIFICATE 
AWARD  for  1977  in  Community 
Programming.  An  outstanding 
accomplishment  in  helping  to  achieve  a 
better  understanding  of  the  American 
Way  of  Life.  Robert  W.  Miller,  President. 


Mental  Health  Association  of 
Louisiana  Award  Presented  Mr.  Dudley 
Flanders,  long  an  active  layman  in  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  Federation,  has 
been  given  the  HIGHEST  HONOR  of  the 
Mental  Health  Association  of  Louisiana. 
The  MENTAL  HEALTH  BELL  AWARD, 
given  only  once  before,  is  made  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  outstanding  service  in  the  field 
of  mental  health. 

A  former  president  of  the  MHAL,  Mr. 
Flanders  has  been  involved  in  the  reform 
of  State  mental  health  laws  since  1972. 


Grace,  Ruston,  Exceeds 
Building  Fund  Goal 

An  enthusiastic  gathering  of  members 
of  Grace  Church,  Ruston,  joined  in  a 
happy  "Victory  Celebration”  on  March 
13,  when  the  total  of  their  Building  Fund 
Crusade  pledges  exceeded  the  $150,000 
ahead  of  schedule,  Pastor  James 
Christie  reports. 

This  successful  Crusade,  augmented 
by  other  expected  gifts,  will  enable 
Grace’s  Building  Committee  to  proceed 
with  Phase  I  of  their  projected  new  facili¬ 
ties  at  "Grace  Park’’— a  wooded  14-acre 
site  on  Highway  167  in  the  growing  north 
side  of  Ruston,  which  was  purchased  last 
summer.  Construction  is  expected  to 
begin  later  this  spring. 
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The  Untied  Methodist  Church  has  long 
supported  the  aspirations  of  blacks  for 
majority  rule  in  several  nations  of 
Southern  Africa  which  have  been  ruled 
by  white  minorities. 

Our  church  has  maintained  a  special 
interest  in  Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe)  where 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorew  a  has  been  in  the  forefront  of  the 
struggle  for  majority  rule. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  has  been  consistent 
and  courageous  in  his  efforts  to  secure 
majority  rule  without  bloodshed.  When 
Bishop  Muzorewa  reluctantly  concluded 
in  1976  —  following  unsuccessful 
negotiations  with  the  Ian  Smith  regime 
—  that  "temporary  violence”  was  the 
only  road  left  to  freedom  for  6.5  million 
black  people,  he  continued  to  receive 
support  from  the  official  agencies  of  our 
church.  This  continued  support  —  which 
we  joined  in  offering  —  was  based 
largely  on  trust  for  the  Christian 
integrity  of  Bishop  Muzorewa. 

In  March  of  this  year.  Bishop 
Muzorewa  and  two  other  black  leaders  in 
Rhodesia  signed  an  “Internal 
Agreement”  with  Mr.  Smith  which  they 
say  paves  the  way  for  majority  rule  by 
the  end  of  this  year.  Bishop  Muzorewa 
has  acknowledged  that  the  agreement  is 
far  from  perfect  —  especially  since  it 
does  not  have  the  support  of  guerilla 
groups  in  Rhodesia  —  but  he  maintains 


that  it  represents  an  important  step 
toward  majority  rule.  Despite  its 
shortcomings,  the  agreement  is 
consistent  with  the  bishop's  longstanding 
commitment  to  non-violence  and  his 
insistence  that  the  rights  of  the  deposed 
white  minority  should  be  protected. 

Last  week  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
UMC  s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
denounced  the  agreement  signed  by 
Bishop  Muzorewa  (see  TM/UMR,  April 
14).  Spokeswomen  for  the  group  said  the 
agreement  represented  "peace  without 
justice,"  and  that  the  bishop  was  "misled 
by  the  opinions  of  persons  he  thought  he 
could  trust.”  It  was  also  suggested  that 
Bishop  Muzorewa  is  now  only  a  political 
leader  who  is  out  to  protect  his  own  self- 
interest.  and  who  is  unconcerned  about 
providing  freedom  and  justice  for  all  of 
Rhodesia’s  inhabitants. 

We  believe  if  it  was  appropriate  to 
trust  Bishop  Muzorewa  s  wisdom  and 
integrity  in  the  past,  it  is  equally 
appropriate  to  trust  same  today.  We 
believe  that,  at  best,  the  Women's 
Division  action  was  premature  and,  at 
worst,  it  could  serve  to  undermine  the 
leadership  Bishop  Muzorewa  is  trying  to 
provide  amid  a  very  tense  and  difficult 
situation.  We  believe  that  Bishop 
Muzorewa  deserves  the  continued 
support  and  prayers  of  all  United 
Methodists. 


Church’s  6 connectional system  ’ questioned 


Confrontation  or  reconciliation? 


By  BUDDY  KEEN 

What  is  the  purpose  of  a  United 
Methodist  Church?  How  should  it  serve? 
Does  the  annual  budget  of  a  local  church 
reflect  this  purpose?  Have  the  church 
agencies  structured  United  Methodism 
into  two  separate  units  —  a  United 
Methodist  connectional  hierarchy  and 
the  local  church  membership? 

The  program  building  committees  of 
local  churches  begin  their  work  on  new 
budgets  several  months  before  the  new 
fiscal  year.  However,  a  charge 
conference  consists  of  the  District 
Superintendent  getting  an  affirmative 
vote  on  conference  apportionments, 
preacher’s  salary,  and  giving  an 
inspiring  talk  on  "what  a  great  job  the 
local  church  is  doing.”  Often,  the  charge 
conference  is  the  only  contact  local 
church  members  will  have  with  their 
district  superintendent  that  year.  Often, 
the  district  superintendent  is  the  only 
person  the  local  church  members  will  see 
(above  their  minister).  This  lack  of 
management  is  understandable. 

It  appears  that  our  United  Methodist 
Church  agencies  have  taken  the  easiest/- 
shortest  way  of  Christian  service.  Has  it 
become  their  primary  concern  to  find  a 
way  to  secure  continuing  funds  from  the 
United  Methodist  Churches  to  operate 
their  ministry?  In  doing  this,  have  the 
church  agencies  removed  the  local 


Followers  of  Jesus  are  called  at  one 
and  the  same  time  to  stand  up  for  what 
we  believe  and  to  serve  as  peacemakers. 
In  the  picture  of  Jesus  offered  by  the  four 
gospels,  we  see  models  both  for 
confrontation  and  for  reconciliation. 
These  demands  seem  almost 
contradictory.  It  is  tempting  to  base 
one's  understanding  of  the  Christian 
gospel  on  one  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other.  To  affirm  one  without  the  other, 
however,  results  in  something  short  of 
Christian  behavior. 

At  times  in  the  church’s  history, 
Christians  have  seen  their  role  primarily 
as  promoters  of  peace  and  harmony.  The 
promotion  of  peace  and  harmony  without 
an  equal  commitment  to  justice  falls 
short  of  fulfilling  the  call  of  Christ. 

An  opposite  trend  toward  confrontation 
and  polarization  —  to  the  exclusion  of 
reconciliation  and  peacemaking— is  ap¬ 
parent  in  many  quarters  of  the  church  to¬ 
day.  Standing  up  for  what  one  believes  to 
be  right,  when  isolated  from  loving  con¬ 
cern  for  those  one  believes  to  be  wrong, 
leads  to  self-righteousness  and  equally 
falls  short  of  fulfilling  the  call  of  Christ. 

It  is  easy  to  blind  oneself  to  evil  and 
place  the  maintenance  of  peace  and 
harmony  above  all  other  values.  It  is 
even  easier  to  take  sides  on  every  issue 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  two  more  local 
congregations  begin  publishing  their 
weekly  news  in  combination  with  this 
newspaper.  They  are  Red  Bank  UMC  in 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee  (Holston  Con¬ 
ference  ) ,  600  subscriptions ;  and  Axe  Me¬ 
morial  UMC  in  Garland.  Texas  (North 
Texas  Conference ) ,  450  subscriptions. 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  local 
churches  we  say  "Welcome."  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
our  other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
via  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The 
Texas  Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter).” 

On  the  winning  side 

By  CHARLOTTE  ADELSPERGER 
Match:  Methodist  vs.  Methodist, 

Wielding  the  bat  of  doctrine. 

“Slugfest”  it  may  even  be. 

The  score  of  the  final  win 
Appears  on  the  heart’s  scoreboard— 

First  Corinthians  13! 
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and  to  divide  the  world  into  those  who 
agree  and  those  who  disagree  with  one’s 
views. 

It  is  difficult,  but  Christlike,  to  stand 
firm  for  one’s  beliefs  and  at  the  same 
time  to  maintain  a  loving  concern  for, 
and  relationship  with,  those  with  whom 
one  disagrees. 

Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  has  struck  this 
delicate  balance  between  confronting 
injustice  and  reconciling  opposing 
viewpoints  in  his  efforts  to  bring  about  a 
peaceful  transfer  to  power  from  minority 
rule  to  majority  rule  in  Rhodesia  (see 
preceding  editorial).  Although  on  a 
smaller  scale,  perhaps,  each  of  us  is 
called  to  strike  the  same  type  of  balance 
in  all  our  activities  as  Christian  disciples. 

Letters  to  llie  Edi t o r 


church  member  from  an  "active  person” 
to  the  role  of  a  "donor  ”  similar  to  a  local 
citizen  who  supports  national  charities? 

Why  isn’t  a  United  Methodist 
minister’s  church  membership  in  the 
local  church  he  is  serving?  He  is  an 
authoritative  person  in  a  congregation 
that  he  is  assigned  to  serve,  but  does  not 
join.  It  appears  that  the  minister’s 
allegiance  is  to  the  place  of  membership 
and  the  minister  is  to  lead  the  local 
church  membership  in  the  direction  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
connectional  agencies.  For  example: 

(1)  The  minister  realizes  the  local 
church  must  support  conference 
apportionments  or  his  pension  will  be  in 
jeopardy. 

(2)  The  minister  realizes  a  percentage 
of  the  money  paid  to  Cokesbury  for 
literature  and  supplies  goes  to  the 
pension  fund. 

Isn’t  the  local  minister  being  placed 
between  a  rock  and  a  hard  spot?  The 
various  boards,  councils  and 
commissions  of  our  United  Methodist 
hierarchy  have  been  successful  in 
tinding  a  way  to  get  someone  to  do  the 
promotion  for  their  programs  and  for 
Cokesbury. 

The  only  reasonable  way  to  judge  our 
national  church  agencies  and  ministers 
is  to  look  at  the  results.  What  are  we 
accomplishing  in  Christian  ministry?  Is 


our  emphasis  in  the  right  direction?  If  so, 
then: 

(1)  Why  has  there  been  a  continuing 
decline  in  United  Methodist 
membership? 

(2)  Why  aren’t  all  United  Methodist 
churches  open  for  new  church  members 
at  the  conclusion  of  our  worship 
services? 

(3)  Why  is  Sunday  School  enrollment/- 
weekly  attendance  below  75  in  25,000  of 
the  37,000  United  Methodist  Churches? 

(4)  Why  do  many  United  Methodist 
churches  have  a  large  portion  of  their 
membership  that  is  non-residential 
(moved  their  residence,  but  not  their 
church  membership  to  another  city )  ? 

(5)  Why  do  many  United  Methodist 
churches  average  about  25%  of  their 
membership  attending  the  main  weekly 
worship  service? 

(6)  Why  are  most  United  Methodist 
churches  down  to  one  weekly  worship 
service? 

(7)  Why  are  council  on  ministries  and 
administrative  board  members  like 
myself  so  uninformed? 

Should  the  local  church  consume  up  to 
40%  of  its  financial  resources  in  salaries, 


extravagant  parsonages  and  fringe 
benefits  to  support  our  connectional 
leadership?  Doesn’t  this  remove  these 
leaders  from  a  lifestyle  that  80%  of  the 
local  church  members  must  endure? 
Have  we  left  the  real  planning  of 
Christianity  in  the  20th  Century  to  a 
small  nucleus  that  is  out  of  touch  with 
real  life  situations?  Has  the  local  church 
member  become  only  a  source  of  income 
for  the  United  Methodist  hierarchy? 
Have  our  connectional  demands  become 
similar  to  the  farmer  who  plowed  and 
planted  the  good  earth  but  failed  to 
replenish  the  soil?  Now  that  the 
membership  has  begun  to  deplete,  is  the 
leadership  serious  about  the 
emphasizing  evangelism  and  creating  a 
caring  church?  Or  is  this  just  another 
fifty  pound  bag  of  6-6-6  fertilizer  for  soil 
restoration,  or  a  source  to  obtain  new 
land  for  the  same  type  of  farming? 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Buddy  Keen, 
is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  UMC  in 
Arcadia,  Florida  (Florida  Conference). 
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TM/UMR  Hotline 

Why  is  church  speaking  today 
in  light  of  its  silence  in  the  past? 


One  thing  has  me  puzzled,  and  perhaps 
you  can  shed  a  little  light.  Why, 
suddenly,  within  the  past  year  or  two, 
has  the  United  Methodist  hierarchy 
become  so  involved  in  taking  firm  stands 
on  all  sorts  of  domestic  political  issues? 

I  remember  very  clearly  during  the 
Vietnam  War  when  all  Methodists  kept 
looking  to  our  church  boards  for  some 
stand  on  the  most  controversial  issue  our 
country  has  ever  faced  and  never  a  word 
was  uttered. 

Could  the  rumor  be  true  that  our 
church  held  millions  of  dollars  of  stock  in 
companies  profiting  from  the  war? 

William  H.  Holman 
Largo,  Florida 


Blame  for  faltering  program  misplaced 


To  the  Editor 

Your  March  24  article  "Pastors  block 
ethnic  funds”  has  aroused  my  ire.  I  am 
sick  of  having  blame  placed  on  pastors 
for  every  faltering  program  of  the 
church. 

I  wish  to  inform  Rev.  Joe  Walker  that 
the  promotional  materials  for  general 
church  funds  can  hardly  be  blocked  by 
any  local  pastor.  Lay  persons  in  each 
church  receive  "The  Interpreter”  plus 
many  receive  conference  mailings.  Now 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  goes  to 
many  homes  (our  entire  administrative 
board).  I  can’t  remember  in  my  25  years 
as  a  local  pastor  having  a  lay  person 
inquire  why  we  weren’t  giving  to  some 
general  church  fund. 

Local  pastors  do  have  other 
responsibilities,  not  the  least  of  which  is 
to  be  in  mission  where  we  are,  and  that 
ranks  highly  among  the  "minimum 
professional  responsibilities”  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Walker.  It  is  my  opinion, 
reinforced  by  experience,  that  general 
funds  are  not  nearly  as  “marketable”  as 
are  specific  projects  for  Advance  Special 


giving. 


George  Schmink 
Streator,  Illinois 


Interesting! 

To  the  Editor: 

Interesting.  NBC-TV  will  air  9‘/2  hours 
of  "Holocaust, "commemorating  six 
million  Jewish  deaths,  while  NBC-Radio 
bans  a  one  hour  program  that  could 
commemorate  six  million  deaths  of 
unborn  babies  killed  by  abortion. 

Olga  L.  Fairfax 
Wheaton,  Maryland 

Editorial  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  to  express  appreciation  for  your 
lead  editorial  on  the  proposed  tax-credit 
scheme  which  appeared  in  the  March  31 
issue  of  TM/UMR. 

It  is  encouraging  when  a  responsible 
journal  such  as  the  Reporter  comes  out 
so  plainly  on  this  issue.  It  is  frightening 
that  this  scheme  has  gained  so  much 
ground  in  spite  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
decisions.  It  shows  how  far  the  sectarian 
forces  have  gone  in  subverting  our 
Constitution  and  the  will  of  the  public.  I 
still  hope  that  there  will  be  enough 
oppostion  from  an  aroused  public  to  kill 
this  foolish  scheme. 

Iam  grateful  for  your  perception  and 
statement.  G.  Weir  Hartman 

Columbus,  Ohio 

Editorial  off-target 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  March  31  editorial  opposing  a  tax 
credit  to  parents  paying  school  and 
college  tuition  for  their  children  ignores 
or  minimizes  developments  of  the  last  15 
year.  Most  important  of  these  is  the 
deteriorating  state  of  so-called  free 
public  education. 

Ever  -since  the  federal  government 
began  throwing  money  at  the  public 
schools  and  dictating  the  way  everything 
has  to  be  done,  the  public  schools  have 
gone  downhill.  In  the  face  of  this,  you 
insist  that  loving  parents  should  continue 
to  send  their  children  to  public  schools  or 
pay  the  high  cost  of  the  only  reasonable 
alternative,  a  good  private  school 
education,  with  not  a  dollar  of  tax  relief. 
Never  mind  that  the  public  schools  have 
become  Godless,  amoral  institutions  by 
judicial  fiat.  This  was  done  on  the  flimsy 
pretext  that  the  Constitution  mandates 
separation  of  church  and  state.  Yet  the 


Constitution  makes  no  mention  of 
churches  and  is  silent  on  the  subject  of 
religion  except  in  the  first  amendment 
which  declares  that  Congress  shall  make 
no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of 
religion  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof. 

In  these  times  government  has  become 
a  greedy,  oppressive  force  in  the  lives  of 
its  citizens.  It  collects  enormous  taxes 
and  renders  inferior,  or  no  services  at  all 
in  return.  The  public  schools  have 
deteriorated  in  proportion  to  the 
increased  money  they  absorb.  In  these 
circumstances  it  ill  suits  a  church- 
related  newspaper  to  editorialize  against 
a  measure  which  would  in  small  way 
benefit  private  Christian  education  and 
may  in  fact  be  the  only  way  that  many 
Christian  schools  and  colleges  can 
survive.  j  R  Hicks 

Lake  Charles,  Louisiana 

Consider  these  facts 

To  the  Editor: 

In  defense  of  the  Packwood-Moynihan 
bill  (S.2142)  which  you  attack  in  your 
March  31  editorial,  I  urge  United 
Methodists  to  consider  the  following: 

(1)  The  tax-credit  would  not  go  to 
church  schools,  but  to  individual  tax- 
paying  citizens,  enabling  them  to  choose 
the  kind  of  education  they  want  for  their 
children. 

(2)  Heavy  government  taxation  is  one 
of  the  reasons  more  of  us  are  not  free  to 
send  our  children  to  Christian  schools 
and  colleges  (e.g.  some  of  our  United 
Methodist  colleges  are  too  expensive  for 
many  middle-class  Methodists  to 
choose).  We  must  compete  against  the 
giant  monopoly  of  government-financed 
education. 

(3)  As  more  and  more  church  schools 
and  colleges  are  killed  off  by  the 
government  monopoly  in  education, 
taxes  will  have  to  be  raised  to  pay  for 
educating  those  students  in  the  public 
schools  and  colleges. 

(4)  If  public  schools  had  to  compete  on 
a  slightly  more  equal  footing  with  the 
church-related  schools  for  our  tax 
dollars,  perhaps  fewer  of  them  would  be 
the  God-forsaken,  vulgar,  violent, 
uncivilized,  uninspiring  and  uneduca- 
tional  places  they  are. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Gillham 
Albion,  Michigan 

Omit  the  com ma 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  “One  nation,  under 
whom?”  was  very  good  (TM/UMR. 
March  31). 


There  was  one  error,  though;  the 
phrase  is  "one  nation  under  God” 
without  a  comma.  If  there  were  a  com¬ 
ma,  it  would  imply  that  “under  God”  is 
another  phrase  in  the  series.  There  is  a 
real  difference  when  you  say  “one  nation 
under  God”  as  one  phrase  without  a 
pause  (as  many  use)  or  comma. 

Thank  you  for  all  your  good  work  in 
communicating  the  gospel. 

D.  Orval  Strong 
Houston,  Texas 

High-sounding  words 
obstruct  the  Good  News 

To  the  Editor: 

Today,  as  United  Methodists,  we  are 
"lost”  in  words  —  large  words,  high 
sounding  words,  a  “disoriented”  mass  of 
words. 

We  spend  so  much  time  trying  to 
understand  them,  to  relate  them  to  our 
programs,  to  make  them  "functional" 
and  “comprehensive,"  and  to  encompass 
them  into  a  “covenant  relationship"  that 
they  have  lost  meaning  for  average  lay 
men  and  women.  The  majority  of  our 
members  are  still  average  lay  men  and 
women  (not  lay  persons;  each  makes  his 
or  her  own  distinct  contribution ) . 

Through  these  high-sounding  words, 
we  have  lost  the  spontaneity  and 
understanding  of  the  good  news  of  Jesus 
Christ.  If  we  must  have  “mandates”  and 
“thrusts”  from  the  Board  of 
Evangelism,  “the  incarnational 
ministering  presence  of  Christ,”  a 
“covenant  community,’’  and 
“supportive  community,’’  the 
development  of  "programmatic  plans,” 
and  an  "embarking  on  missional 
programs,”  well  and  good.  But  let’s  not 
throw  the  whole  dictionary  at  our 
members  at  one  time.  Let’s  not  get  lost 
before  we  get  started! 

God  hasten  the  time  when  we  will  no 
longer  need  to  play  hide  and  seek  among 
the  big  words,  but  can  —  and  will  —  go 
forth  to  tell  in  simple  words  and  actions 


the  good  news  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  redeeming  power  in  our 
^‘ves !  L.  Mildred  Harris 

Hollywood,  California 
A  place  to  work 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  letter  "Work  project 
needed”  by  Ted  Richards  (TM/UMR, 
March  3),  T  received  another  piece  of 
mail  today  that  has  the  answer. 

Since  our  sojourn  to  Alaska  a  few 
summers  ago,  we’ve  been  corresponding 
with  some  of  our  Methodist  churches 
there.  The  letter  today  from  Bob  and  Dee 
McNabb  of  Douglas,  Alaska  said:  “This 
year  we  are  si  priority  for  the  Alaska 
Mission.  We  start  breaking  ground  on 
May  15  and  hope  to  be  enclosed  by  fall.  If 
you  know  anyone  who  would  like  to 
volunteer  to  come  up  and  work,  we  will 
put  them  up  if  they  can  get  here.  Maybe 
somebody  would  like  to  take  a  work 
vacation.  We  need  your  help.”  Douglas  is 
across  the  bay  from  Juneau.  I  believe  the 
church  in  Nome  is  always  happy  to  have 
help  also. 

I  would  also  encourage  anyone  who 
enjoys  "a  window  on  the  world”  —  an 
expansion  of  horizons  and  an  insight  to 
other  of  our  United  Methodist  churches 
—  to  use  the  Prayer  Calendar.  It  is  most 
rewarding. 

Mrs.  Harold  Gambrel 
Rockford,  Illinois 

A  heartwarming  article 

To  the  Editor: 

The  April  7  issue  of  TM/UMR  has  just 
come  to  my  attention,  and  I  particularly 
appreciated  reading  the  article 
headlined  "Famed  missionary’s  wife 
lives  own  life  of  service.” 

It  was  a  heart-warming  experience  to 
read  again  of  E.  Stanley  Jones  and  of  the 
work  of  his  wife. 

I  want  to  thank  you  especially  for  this 
,  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

Georgia  Morse 
Pierre,  South  Dakota 


Evidently  you  were  not  a  reader  of  this 
publication  during  the  Vietnam  War 
years.  United  Methodism’s  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  1968  passed  a  resolution 
expressing  concern  about  our  nation’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  Vietnam.  The  1972  General 
Conference  passed  a  resolution  which, 
among  other  things,  called  on  persons  in 
the  U.S.  to  confess  that  “what  we  have 
done  in  Indochina  has  been  a  crime 
against  humanity."  The  resolution  also 
called  for  an  immediate  end  to  American 
bombing,  a  cutoff  of  funds  for  conducting 
the  war  by  Congress,  and  withdrawal  of 
American  troops  by  the  end  of  1972. 
These  actions  were  extensively  reported 
on  in  the  pages  of  TM/UMR,  as  were  pro¬ 
tests  regarding  U.S.  involvement  in  the 
war  by  numerous  church  boards  and 
agencies  over  a  period  of  several  years. 
TM/UMR  also  editorialized  on  several 
occasions  regarding  what  we  considered 
to  be  immoral  means  used  to  attain  im¬ 
moral  ends  by  those  responsible  for  U.S. 
involvement. 

Our  memory  of  the  steady  influx  of 
letters  from  readers  would  suggest  that 
many  members  of  the  UMC  were 
scarcely  “looking  to  our  church  boards 
for  some  stand”  about  U.S.  involvement 
in  Vietnam. 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 

TM/UMR  Editor 

"TM/UMR  Hotline"  is  a  feature  in 
which  members  of  the  paper's  staff 
research  and  provide  answers  to 
questions  posed  by  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  If  you  have  a 
question  relating  to  any  matter  of  church 
doctrine,  policy  or  action,  send  it  to 
"TM/UMR  Hotline,"  P.O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75221. 


My  4  itnrss 


Only  God  could  make  such  beauty 


Reprints  available  on 
Ethnic  Church  Priority 

Reprints  of  the  special  tabloid 
insert  on  the  UMC’s  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  Missional  Priority  — 
which  appeared  in  the  April  14  issue  of 
TM/UMR  —  are  available  at  the 
following  rates:  six  copies  for  $1.00; 
50  copies  for  $5;  100  copies  for  $8;  1,000 
copies  for  $65. 

Orders  for  the  insert  —  produced  by 
United  Methodist  Communications  — 
will  be  filled  the  day  they  are 
received.  Send  a  check,  money  order, 
or  cash  to:  Ethnic  Church  Reprint, 
TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas. 
Texas  75221 . 


By  ILLA  FAYE  STANLEY 

I  saw  the  great  handiwork  of  God  last 
evening  in  the  setting  of  the  sun. 

As  the  sun  shone  through  the  billowing 
clouds,  it  was  a  sight  to  behold.  It  lasted 
about  45  minutes;  the  sun  had  a  halo  of 
beautiful  colors  encircling  it.  As  the  sun 
peeped  through  the  clouds  it  left  a 
reflection  on  my  curtains  of  the 
latticework  around  the  patio. 

1  went  out  on  the  patio  and  watched  this 
beauty.  The  clouds  had  formed  a 
mountain-like  scene.  I  was  so  fascinated 
with  the  grandeur  of  it  all,  I  found  myself 
thanking  God  for  the  beauty  of  the 
sunset.  Only  God  produces  such  a 
picture.  I  shall  never  forget  this  beauty. 

The  green  grass  and  the  trees  all 
around  me  seemed  to  add  to  this  picture. 
The  recent  rain  had  left  the  moisture 
needed  to  bring  the  spring  flowers,  trees 
and  grass  to  harmonize  with  the 
beautiful  sky.  There  was  no  sound  to  be 
heard  except  the  singing  and  chirping  of 
the  birds. 

Only  God  could  produce  this  beauty.  I 
felt  so  close  to  my  great  powerful  God. 
My  heart  just  leaped  with  joy  at  the 
grandeur  of  it  all.  God  seemed  to  be 
saying  to  me  that  this  is  only  a  small 
portion  of  what  heaven  is  like.  1  prayed 


and  felt  the  glory  of  God  all  about  me. 

Never  before  in  my  life  had  I  witnessed 
such  a  scene.  “Be  still  and  know  that  I 
am  God"  seemed  to  be  coming  from  the 
slight  rustling  of  the  leaves  on  the  trees. 
God  made  it  all.  Bless  God. 

Ilia  Faye  Stanley  is  a  member  of  the 
Tenth  Avenue  UMC  in  Amarillo,  Texas. 
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a  key  word  in 
the  Missional  Priori  ties 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church: 

World  Hunger,  Evangelism, 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 

United  Methodists 

are  challenged  to 

help  find  solutions  to  the  problem  of 
world  hunger 

join  in  making  evangelism  an  integral 
part  of  our  church's  life 

affirm  the  need  to  strengthen  our 
ethnic  minority  local  churches 

Help  your  church  meet  all  of  these 
challenges. 

For  more 
information  write: 

United  Methodist 
Communications 

1200  Davis  St. 

Evanston,  III.  60201 


When  You 
INVEST 

You  and  Your  Church 
PROSPER 


Send  now  for  complete  details  on  UMDF's  rewarding  way  to 
share  —  without  actually  spending.  Write  to: 

R.  E.  Spoor.  Jr..  Executive  Secretary 
THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
Room  303-A,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N  Y  10027 
Or,  call  (212)  678-6071 
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Tax  credits 
for  tuition 
opposed 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  The 
proposed  tuilion  tax  credit  bills  now  in 
Congress  would  be  unconstitutional, 
weaken  public  schools  and  even  hurt 
private  schools,  a  new  national  coalition 
including  United  Methodists  told 
government  leaders  here  April  10-11 . 

Leaders  of  the  new  National  Coalition 
to  Save  Public  Education,  meeting  April 
11  with  Vice  President  Mondale  to 
express  their  concern,  included  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews  of  the  Washington 
Area  and  the  Rev.  Andrew  Leigh  Gunn,  a 
UM  minister  who  is  executive  director  of 
the  Americans  United.  The  coalition 
comprises  some  35  religious,  labor,  civil 
rights,  civic  and  educational 
organizations,  including  the  UM  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

At  the  meeting  Bishop  Mathews  said 
the  tax  credit  plan  would  result  in 
‘further  erosion  and  weakening  of  the 
public  schools  and  give  encouragement 
to  the  spawning  of  private  schools  which 
are  not  necessarily  socially 
responsible.” 

Mr.  Gunn  said  the  vice  president,  who 
agrees  with  the  coalition’s  view,  urged 
its  members  to  get  their  “  grass  roots” 
informed  and  responding. 

The  developments  closely  followed 
action  in  March  by  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  opposing  the  Pack- 
wood-Moynihan  bill  for  tax  credits, 
because  of  church-state  separation 
principles. 

At  an  April  10  press  conference,  the 
Rev.  George  H.  Outen,  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  chief  executive,  stated  that 
the  religious  sector  “needs  to  champion 
the  cause  of  the  disadvantaged  in  our 
society”  but  that  the  tax  credit  proposal 
would  not  help  them.  Since  the  public 
schools  are  “already  inadequate  in 
providing  basic  skills,  we  need  to  do  all 
possible  to  strengthen  them,”  he  urged. 
Dr.  Outen  called  public  education  ‘“one  of 
the  few  sectors  left  for  m  being  across 
racial  and  cultural  lines  in  our  society.” 

In  answer  to  a  question  about  any  anti- 
Catholic  bias  in  the  coalition's  efforts, 
Dr.  Outen  pointed  out  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  “has  always  had  its 
own  educational  institutions,  but  they 
have  always  been  seen  as  a  supplement 
to  public  education,  not  displacement  of 
it.”  It  has  been  the  church’s  intention,  he 
added,  to  provide  special  help  at  places 
““but  not  to  undermine  public  education 
.  .  .  Any  attempt  to  undermine  public 
education  needs  to  be  opposed  strongly 
by  the  religious  sector.”  He  noted  the 
General  Conference’s  long  support  for 
free  public  schools  at  the  elementary  and 
secondary  levels.” 

Also  at  the  press  conference,  Mr.  Gunn 
called  the  proposal  "clearly  uncon¬ 
stitutional,”  in  the  light  of  several 
Supreme  Court  decisions  concerning 
public  funding  for  private  and  church 
schools.  The  plan,  he  added,  “would 
create  political  divisions  along  religious 
lines,  would  be  harmful  to  interfaith 
harmony  and  would  make  the  federal 
government  subsidize  religious  divisive¬ 
ness.” 

"The  bill  favors  non-public  schools 
over  public,  would  be  destructive  of 
public  school  systems  and  would 
balkanize  our  society  along  credal, 
ethnic  and  racial  lines,”  asserted  Mr. 
Gunn. 

Group  urges 
attention  to 
‘Year  of  Child’ 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Participants  in 
a  national  United  Methodist  consultation 
on  elementary  boys  and  girls  held  here 
April  3-6  urged  the  church  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  United  Nations' 
International  Year  of  the  Child  in  1979  to 
focus  on  ministries  with  children. 

In  addition  to  Board  of  Discipleship 
staff  members  who  work  in  the  area  of 
children's  ministries,  44  consultants 
were  involved,  representing  nearly  half 
of  the  73  annual  conferences  within  the 
church. 

Suggestions  and  ideas  surfacing  in 
small  work  groups  were  boiled  down  to 
about  300  specific  recommendations  with 
referrals.  , 

Dr.  Howard  Grimes,  a  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
praised  the  consultation  for  its  “renewed 
emphasis  on  the  congregation,  the 
community  of  faith  for  all  ages.”  At  the 
same  time  he  observed  that  few 
recommendations  dealt  with  outreach. 
“We  need  to  be  careful  that  we  are  not 
dreaming  about  biological  growth  and 
overlooking  conversion  growth,”  he  said. 
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UM  PASTOR  of  25  years  wishes  to  become  associate 
pastor.  Age  52.  Excellent  references.  Can  move  in 
June.  Box  337,  W.  Winfield,  N  Y.  15491. _ 

FOR  SALE:  TWO  USED  ORGANS  and  one  used 
Unilrex  adding  machine.  If  interested,  please 
contact  K  M.  Smitley,  Box  883,  La  Feria,  Tex.  78559. 
phone  1 512  )  797-3531. _ _ 

LESSONS  AND  HYMNS  for  United  Methodists 

correlates  hymnody  to  COCU  Lectionary.  Color- 
coded,  punched  heavy  paper  for  handy  use 
Guidelines,  indexes,  psalter  and  lesson  summaries 
Only  $2.95  from  Cokesbury,  or  postpaid  from 
Baltimore  Conference  Commission  on  Worship,  3809 
35th  Street,  Mt.  Ranier,  Md  20822 

RETIREE.  Deluxe  2-bedroom  brick  home 

beautifully-furnished.  Bon  Secour  River  at  Gulf 
Shores,  Alabama  Ninety-five  foot  waterfront, 
fishing  pier,  five  miles  from  beach  Average  climate 
G8.ti  isummer  81,  winter  56i  Nine-twelve  month 
lease  or  longer  $375  per  month  Write  EFG,  3341 
Stanford  Ave  .  Dallas,  Tex  75225,  call  (2l4i  38M342 
evenings _ 


Tina  Buckmaster  from  Goshen,  lnd.,  communicates  her  joy  working  with  a 
paper  butterfly  at  Epworth  Heights  Deaf  Camp  at  Lake  Webster,  lnd. 


Deaf  called  ‘mission 
field  in  our  midst’ 


sweeping  the  dining  hall  floor. 
Counselors  deal  with  these  on  a  one- 
to-one  basis. 

Successes  outweigh  disappoint¬ 
ments.  One  counselor,  a  deaf  college 
student  from  Michigan,  has  taught 
each  child  how  to  canoe.  And  as  a 
means  of  survival  in  water,  he  tipped 
the  canoe  in  knee-deep  water  and  in¬ 
structed  each  how  to  recover.  Others 
have  taught  how  to  build  a  campfire 
and  cook  simple  dishes,  how  to 
identify  trees,  rocks,  wildflowers  and 
poison  ivy! 

Few  people  realize  that  those  who 
depend  upon  sign  language  consider 
English  their  second  language,  and 
thus  they  have  limited  English 
vocabularies.  “It’s  often  difficult  to 
take  printed  materials  and  expect  the 
deaf  to  comprehend  all  that’s  in 
them,”  Grace  says.  "In  a  like  manner 
it’s  difficult  to  translate  some  biblical 
phrases  into  signs.” 

Perhaps  this  is  why  questions  arise 
among  the  campers,  such  as:  "How 
can  God  hear  rne  when  I  pray?  What 
does  God’s  voice  sound  like?  He  talks 
to  you,  but  how  can  I  hear  Him? ' ' 

Grace’s  explanation  that  God  knows 
everything,  sees  into  a  person’s  heart, 
and  understands  feelings  has  satisfied 
these  longings.  She  also  asserts  that 
God  loves  each  one.  “God  is  always 
with  you.  Jesus  is  praying  for  each  of 
you  all  the  time.” 

Grace  cites  other  examples  to 
illustrate  that  the  deaf  lack  many 
experiences  the  hearing  take  for 
granted,  including  cultural 
opportunities  (symphony  and  band 
concerts),  socializing  (even  through 
simple  pitch-in  suppers),  and 
participating  in  Sunday  School,  choir 
and  small  group  activities,  like  Bible 
study  and  women’s  circles. 

"1  know  one  woman  who  had  to 
travel  30  miles  to  find  another  who 
could  sign.  Another  was  puzzled  by 
drums,  until  someone  let  her  feel  the 
vibrations.  Others  have  questioned 
the  sound  of  the  wind.” 

Grace  has  no  one  in  her  family  with 
hearing  impairment.  Yet  she  keeps  in 
motion  several  classes  in  signing  to 
any  who  wish  to  enroll.  Through  these 
contacts  and  through  her  offering 
interpretation  of  church  service  to  the 
deaf,  she  takes  to  heart  anyone  from 
the  great  human  family  who  needs 
better  communication  skills.  Then 
that  person  himself  or  herself  can 
“speak”  to  God,  and  one’s  brothers 
and  sisters. 

Mrs.  Best  is  a  free  lance  writer  who 
lives  in  Indianapolis. 


By  MARY  SUE  BEST 

LAKE  WEBSTER,  lnd.  -^‘T  see  a 
great  mission  field,  often  overlooked, 
right  in  our  midst,”  says  Grace 
Nunnery  of  Decatur,  lnd.  “They  are 
the  deaf  among  us.  ” 

In  her  desire  to  have  young  deaf 
people  participate  in  as  many  normal 
group  and  outdoor  activities  as 
possible,  this  United  Methodist 
pastor’s  wife  initiated  the  Deaf  Camp 
at  Epworth  Heights  Campgrounds  in 
1976.  During  the  first  two  years  of  this 
weeklong,  unique  experience,  Grace 
has  developed  the  entire  concept: 
cabin  living,  crafts,  sports,  chores, 
devotions,  nature  walks, 
entertainment  and  a  curriculum  of 
Bible  stories  and  related  literature  for 
three  different  age  groups. 

■'I've  used  every  bit  of  available 
material.  I’ve  borrowed  from  many 
sources,  adapted  stories  and 
techniques,  rented  film  strips  and 
movies,  and  structured  my  own 
curriculum.  We  need  more  visual 
aids,  because  the  deaf  “hear  with  their 
eyes.’  ” 

Grace  says  that  sign  language  is  the 
third  most  widely  used  ‘second' 
language  among  the  population.  Thus 
she  encourages  public  schools  to  offer 
and  give  credit  for  it.  “That  seems 
logical.” 

"The  second  year,  we  had  a  100 
percent  return  of  campers  from  the 
first,"  Grace  says.  But  that  doesn’t 
mean  there  are  no  problems,  such  as 
ones  that  arise  about  following  camp 
rules,  or  cleaning  the  tabins,  or 


Grace  Nunnery,  director  of  the  Deaf 
Camp,  demonstrates  a  sign  that  all 
Christians  understand:  God  is  love. 

PHOTOS  BY  MARY  SUE  BEST 


the  ch  urch  today 


Bishops  elect  president  and 
one  to  give  Episcopal  address 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMC)  -  Bishop 
W.  McFerrin  Stowe  has  been  chosen  by 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
to  deliver  the  Episcopal  Address  at  the 
1980  General  Conference  in  Indianapolis, 
lnd. 

The  resident  bishop  of  the  Dallas-Ft. 
Worth  Area  was  elected  March  30  during 
the  council's  spring  meeting  here  to 
present  the  traditional  "state  of  the 
church”  message  on  behalf  of  the 
council. 

Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart  became 
president  of  the  council  for  one  year 
succeeding  Bishop  Paul  W.  Milhouse  of 
the  Oklahoma  Area.  Bishop  Stuart,  67, 
administers  the  work  of  more  than 
107,000  members  in  380  congregations  in 
the  California-Nevada  conference. 

Elected  president-designate  for  the 
1979-80  term  was  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton, 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Indiana  Area 
based  in  Indianapolis. 

UM  health  agencies  serve 
more  than  4.5  million 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  Health  and 
welfare  agencies  related  to  United 
Methodism  served  more  than  4.5  million 
persons  in  1977,  according  to  a  report 
released  here  last  month. 

Operating  budgets  for  the  260  retire¬ 
ment,  health  care  and  child  care 
facilities  came  to  almost  $1.5  billion.  Of 
this  amount,  almost  $19.5  million  came  in 
direct  support  from  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences.  Gifts,  wills  and 
bequests  accounted  for  another  $33.6 
million. 

Of  the  total  persons  served,  more  than 
218,000  received  free  or  part-paid 


services  worth  an  estimated  $103.7 
million. 

Bishop  Aubrey  Walton 
dies  in  Little  Rock  at  77 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  —  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Aubrey  Walton,  who 
served  the  Louisiana  Area  for  12  years, 
died  April  11.  He  was  77  years  of  age.  He 
was  the  first  resident  bishop  head¬ 
quartered  in  New  Orleans  after 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana  were  divided 
into  separate  areas  in  1960. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  episcopacy, 
Bishop  Walton  was  pastor  of  First  UMC 
here  for  16  years. 

Women  seek  equality 
of  hotel  restrooms 

TM/UMK  Staff  Special 

PITTSBURGH  -  “  Toilet  equality” 
in  the  William  Penn  Hotel  here  has 
been  called  for  by  representatives  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  before  their  next  scheduled 
meeting  here  in  the  fall. 

Spokespersons  for  the 
denomination's  Women's  Division 
complained  here  last  week  during  the 
spring  session  of  the  board  that  the 
women’s  restroom  on  the  ground  floor 
of  the  hotel  has  10-cent  pay-toilets, 
while  the  men's  restroom  has  free 
facilities. 

The  Rev.  Perry  Saito  of 
Wauwatosa,  Wis.,  chairperson  of  the 
board’s  committee  on  organizational 
style,  later  reported  that  his 
committee  has  “looked  into  the 
problem”  and  is  making  efforts  to 
have  the  hotel  management  “correct 
the  situation”  in  time  lor  the  next 
board  meeting. 


Mission  officials  decry  women’s 
statement  on  Rhodesia  peace 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH  —  The  president  of 
United  Methodism's  world  mission  arm 
and  two  other  mission  officials  privately 
criticized  directors  of  United  Methodist 
Women  lUMW)  here  last  week  for 
making  "premature  judgments”  in  a 
resolution  on  a  proposed  settlement 
between  blacks  and  whites  in  Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe  i. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  Pittsburgh, 
president  of  the  World  Division,  said  the 
UMW  resolution  ““will  only  serve  to 
weaken  chances  for  a  settlement  in 


efforts ol  Bishop  Muzorewa 

“We  believe  it  is  important  to  allow 
every  opportunity  for  a  peace  settlement 
in  Rhodesia.  "  he  said 
Bishop  Crutchfield  said  he  “responds 
to  the  action  of  the  Women's  Division 
with  a  stunning  sorrow. ’ ' 

He  went  on  to  say:  "While  their  action 
does  not  name  Bishop  Muzorewa,  their 
statement  undercuts  his  position. 
However  well-intentioned  and 
rationalized  —  and  there  are  surface 
arguments  which  make  it  sound 
acceptable  —  the  action  weakens  the 
leadership  of  one  who  has  taken 


enormous  personal  risk  and  offered  his 
life  lor  his  people. 

"The  proposal  to  which  Bishop 
Muzorewa  is  a  party  is  fragile,  at  best, 
being  given  only  an  outside  chance  of 
success,  but  is  currently  the  only  solution 
that  poses  a  peaceful  accommodation. 

"The  action  of  the  UMW  will  be  mis¬ 
understood  in  that  it  comes  at  a  time 
when  the  Soviets  are  pressing  for  the 
same  thing  in  opposition  to  Bishop 
Muzorewa  and  his  associates.  I  am  not 
competent  to  judge  African  affairs,  but  I 
do  trust  Bishop  Muzorewa,  his  insights, 
and  his  total  dedication.” 


Task  force  charges 
board  with  racism 


Zimbabwe." 

Dr.  Charles  Germany,  assistant 
general  secretary  for  the  World  Division, 
said  he  believes  any  statement  about  the 
Zimbabwe  situation  at  this  time  "is 
premature  and  counterproductive. ' 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of 
Houston.  Tex.,  a  board  member,  said  the 
resolution  weakens  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  “who  has  taken 
enormous  personal  risk  and  offered  his 
life  lor  his  people.  ” 

Their  comments  —  made  in  conver¬ 
sations  with  TM/UMR  —  came  in  the 
wake  of  a  resolution  passed  April  9  by 
directors  of  the  1.2-million  member 
UMW,  which  denounced  a  Zimbabwean 
peace  settlement  signed  by  three  African 
leaders,  including  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Muzorewa  (see  TM/UMR,  April 
14).  UMW  officials  defended  their 
resolution  as  "not  intended  to  question 
Bishop  Muzorewa's  integrity”  but  only  to 
question  the  pact  which  he  and  others 
signed.  They  contend  the  pact  provides 
■peace  without  justice.' 

"1  am  disappointed  that  the  Women's 
Division  acted  in  this  way,”  Bishop 
Nichols  told  TM/UMR.  "I  believe  their 
statement  is  premature  and  will  only 
serve  to  weaken  chances  for  a 
settlement  in  Zimbabwe.” 

Saying  he  had  not  read  the  statement 
in  full,  but  had  read  news  reports  of  it. 
Bishop  Nichols  said  he  was  "saddened” 
when  he  heard  of  the  action. 

"The  effects  of  this  statement  on  the 
political  situation  and  on  Bishop 
Muzorewa's  efforts  toward  peace  could 
be  serious,"  he  said.  "His  opponents  can 
now  say:  “Look,  even  the  women  of  his 
own  church  do  not  support  him. ' 

Dr.  Germany  said  the  World  Division 
chose  to  make  no  statement  on 
Zimbabwe  during  the  recently  completed 
board  meeting  because  “we  desire  to  do 
nothing  which  could  undermine  current 

Meeting  in  Pittsburgh 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PITTSBURGH  —  Opposition  to  the 
government  of  President  Idi  Amin  in 
Uganda,  support  for  the  self-improve¬ 
ment  of  American  Indian  nations,  and 
concern  over  "oppression"  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Taiwan  were 
unanimously  affirmed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
during  its  spring  session  here  April  11-15. 

Meanwhile,  individual  divisions  of  the 
board  voted  on  their  own  to:  (1)  call  for 
intervention  of  President  Jimmy  Carter 
in  the  case  of  the  “Wilmington  10,” 
(2)  hold  a  consultation  on  the  farm 
crisis,  (3)  aid  efforts  to  reopen  steel 
mills  and  restore  jobs  for  5,000  workers 
in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  (4)  help  with 
the  resettlement  of  Soweto  refugees. 

Uganda 

The  board  voted  unanimously  to  call 
upon  United  Methodists  to  oppose  the 
regime  of  Idi  Amin  in  Uganda  through: 

1 1 )  encouragement  of  President  Carter, 
the  State  Department  and  the  United 
Nations  to  apply  pressures  to  urge  Amin 
to  end  human  rights  violations, 
(2)  cooperation  with  Amnesty  Inter¬ 
national  in  disseminating  information  on 
Uganda,  and  (3)  urging  the  U.S. 
government  to  cooperate  more  fully  with 
Ugandan  refugees. 

American  Indian  rights 

Unanimous  support  was  given  by  the 
board  to  a  National  Division  resolution 
calling  for  the  church  to  back  "American 
Indian  people  in  their  confrontation  with 
non-Indian  forces  organizing  to 
undermine  and/or  eliminate  the  self- 
governing  of  Indian  Nations  and  the 
resources  of  Indian  communities.  ” 

The  resolution  was  concurrent  with  an 
earlier  resolution  passed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Oppression  on  Taiwan 

The  board  unanimously  accepted  a 
request  by  the  World  Division  for  it  to 
“join  in  deep  concerns  over  the  recent 
suppression  ol  the  Presbyterian  Church 
on  Taiwan."  The  statement  said  the 
church  has  been  charged  by  the 
government  there  with  “being  a  tool  of 
outside  powers”  and  that  leaders  were 
awaiting  possible  imprisonment. 

“Wilmington  10’ 

Support  for  the  "Wilmington  (N.C.) 
10”  was  voted  by  the  board's  National 
Division. 

The  division  called  upon  President 
Carter  to  intervene  in  the  legal  process 
"to  assure  full  and  fair  consideration  of 
all  relevant  facts  and  to  uphold  the 
fundamental  legal  principles  on  which 
this  case  must  be  decided.” 

The  "Wilmington  10”  is  a  group  of  nine 
black  men  and  one  white  woman 
convicted  in  1972  of  fire-bombing  a 
grocery  store  during  racial  turmoil  in 
Wilmington,  N.C.  in  1971.  The  defendants 
were  denied  a  new  trial  last  May  and 


PITTSBURGH  (UMC)  -  A  21-count 
indictment  charging  the  United 
Methodist  Board  ol  Global  Ministries 
with  institutional  racism  was  presented 
here  April  11  at  the  opening  plenary  ol 
the  spring  board  meeting. 

The  indictment  was  contained  in  a 
report  from  the  board's  Task  Force  on 
Institutional  Racism  chaired  by  the  Rev. 
Joe  Agne  of  Park  Forest  South,  Ill.  This 
group  relied  heavily  on  a  study  of  board 
policies  and  practices  made  by  an 
outside  agency  called  Training  Ecu¬ 
menically  to  Advance  M  ission  i  TEAM ) . 

Among  the  major  indicators  ol  racism, 
as  enumerated  by  the  task  force,  were 
the  following: 

•  the  absence  ol  a  definitive  and 
effective  affirmative  action  plan  with 
specific  steps  regarding  implementation 
and  evaluation. 

•  the  lack  of  opportunity  lor  ethnic 
minorities  to  participate  in  major 
decision-making  processes ; 

•  power  shifts  Irom  traditional  power 
centers  when  ethnic  minorities  are 
assigned  to  those  positions  .  .  .  ; 

•  the  white  abdication  of  responsibility 
lor  the  elimination  of  institutional  racism 
by  the  relegation  of  responsibility  to 
ethnic  minorities; 

•  the  absence  of  a  training  program 
that  develops  staff  attitudes  and  skills  lor 
combating  institutional  racism ; 

•  encouraging  and  sanctioning  inter¬ 
ethnic  competitiveness  for  available 
positions  and  limited  resources. 

The  167  directors  of  the  Board  ol  Global 
Ministries  “‘accepted”  the  task  force 


were  denied  a  requested  pardon  by  the 
governor  of  North  Carolina  in  January  of 
this  year. 

Supporters  of  the  10  claim  the  original 
trial  had  irregularities  and  that  the 
convicted  persons  are  not  guilty. 

Farm  crisis 

Disturbed  by  the  recent  defeat  of  the 
farm  bill  in  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives,  National  Division 
directors  voted  to  organize  a  broadly 
based  consultation  between  church  and 
farm  leaders  by  July  15. 

Purpose  of  the  consultation  is  to  "help 
farmers  and  other  persons  involved  in 
the  farm  crisis  know  the  church  cares 
about  and  is  responsive  to  the  critical 
problems  facing  farmers  and  their 
families.” 

Steel  workers 

The  National  Division  voted  to  deposit 
not  less  than  $100,000  in  "Save  Our 
Valley”  accounts  in  the  Mahoning  Valley 
of  the  Youngstown,  Ohio,  area.  The 
accounts  are  investments  in  support  of 
efforts  by  that  community  to  obtain 
federal  funding  to  retain  a  steel  mill 
which  employs  5,000  persons. 

Soweto  refugees 

The  World  Division  called  upon  the 
UMC  to  commit  itself,  through 
ecumenical  channels,  to  resettle  up  to  200 
refugees  from  Soweto,  South  Africa.  The 
refugees  are  presently  awaiting  resettle- 
menUn  Botswana. 

Scarritf 

College  Nashville,  Tennessee 
Announces 
Six  Presidential  Merit 
Scholarships 

for  the  1978-79 
Academic  Year 
Full  tuition  scholarships  will 
be  awarded  to  undergraduate 
and  graduate  students  inter¬ 
ested  in  preparing  for  careers 
m-  Christian  Education 
Church  and  Community 
Church  Music  Education 
Evangelism 

Applications  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  July  1,  1978.  For 
further  information  contact: 

Office  of  Admissions 
Scarritt  College 
Nashville,  TN  37203 
1-800-251-2554 
(toll  free  number) 
1-615-327-2700 
^  (Tennessee  residents  only) 


report,  which  took  the  torm  of  a  giant 
chart  containing  recommendations  for 
action  as  well  as  "indicators"  of  racism 
It  was  referred  immediately  to  the 
board  s  seven  divisions  and  two  work 
units.  Several  ol  these  have  already  been 
working  at  the  problem  since  the  BGM 
singled  out  elimination  of  racism  as  a 
priority  at  its  fall  meeting  in  1976  in 
Denver,  Colo. 

In  addition,  the  directors  agreed  to 
continue  the  task  force  until  the  end  of 
the  quadrenmum  (mid-1980)  so  that  it 
can  coordinate  plans  of  each  division  and 
the  whole  board  for  the  elimination  of 
racism  and  monitor  their  programs  and 
processes. 

Estate  grant 
to  launch 
aging  study 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

PITTSBURGH  -  At  86  years  old, 
Oubri  Poppele  had  one  overwhelming 
lear  in  her  life:  she  feared  that  she  might 
become  ill  and  —  unable  to  take  care  of 
herself  —  might  end  up  in  a  nursing 
home. 

So  in  1965  she  took  a  decisive  step  in  her 
life;  she  chose  to  become  a  resident  of 
Evenglow  Lodge,  a  United  Methodist 
retirement  home  in  Pontiac,  111. 

That  decision  proved  to  be  a  good  one 
-  not  only  for  Ms.  Poppele,  but  for  a 
United  Methodist  seminary  300  miles 
away.  Last  week,  nearly  three  years 
alter  her  death  at  the  age  of  97.  she  gave 
more  than  $700,000  to  the  St.  Paul  School 
ol  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  to  be 
used  in  establishing  a  center  for  the 
study  of  ministry  to  the  aging. 

"I  never  met  Ms.  Poppele,”  Dr. 
William  McElvaney.  president  of  St. 
Paul,  told  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
here  April  15  as  he  accepted  the  grant 
from  the  board's  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division,  "but  we  praise  God 
lor  this  marvelous  opportunity  and  trust. 
It  reminds  us  of  how  much  our  lives  are 
nurtured  and  nourished  by  persons  we've 
never  even  seen.” 

The  money  came  from  the  sale  of  the 
Poppele  family  farm  near  Mt.  Pulaski. 
III.,  a  property  willed  to  the  division  to  be 
used  for  educational  purposes  in  some 
United  Methodist  seminary 

At  her  death  in  1975,  the  farm  was 
estimated  to  be  worth  about  $250,000  and 
all  United  Methodist  seminaries  were 
invited  to  apply  for  the  funds.  Ten 
seminaries  submitted  proposals  for  the 
grant. 

St.  Paul  proposed  a  "chair  in  health 
and  welfare  studies"  with  emphasis  in 
the  study  of  ministry  to  the  aging.  The 
$250,000  would  not  have  been  enough  to 
completely  finance  the  program,  but  it 
would  be  a  "healthy  start.” 

But  this  month,  when  the  farm  was 
finally  sold,  St.  Paul  officials  were  in  for 
a  pleasant  surprise:  the  500-acre 
property  had  greatly  appreciated.  After 
paying  the  expenses  of  the  sale,  more 
than  $700,000  was  netted. 

The  new  St.  Paul  program  will  make 
“gerontology"  (the  study  of  the  aging)  a 
part  of  ine  core  curriculum  of  the 
seminary  and  also  will  offer  study 
opportunities  for  returning  students  and 
others. 


Mission  board  speaks 
on  various  social  issues 
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After  10  years,  he  still  parrots  the  same  dialogue 

EDITORS  MOTE:  On  April  23.  1968  a  nnunnu  th*»  Im>ihpo  ^  .._n u  .. ^ — A 


EDITORS  NOTE:  On  April  23.  1968  a 
new  church  came  into  being—  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  was  formed  earlier 
by  the  merger  of  two  dcnom illations,  the 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  made 
effective  on  this  date  by  the  Uniting 
Conference  held  in  Dallas.  The  following 
article  presents  one  perspective  of  the 
union  lb  years  later. 

By  JONATHAN  A.  CARLSEN 

"So  you’re  a  Methodist?" 

"No,  I’m  a  United  Methodist." 

"What's  the  difference?” 

It's  been  10  years  and  I’m  still 
parroting  this  dialogue  and  telling  the 
story:  Around  1800  two  groups  of 
German-speaking  Christians  with  beliefs 
like  John  Wesley’s  formed  separate 
churches  because  Wesley’s  followers 
couldn’t  speak  German.  They  came 
together  in  1946  as  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  (EUB)  Church.  In  1968 
they  merged  with  the  Methodist  Church 
to  form  the  United  Methodist  Church.  I 
was  an  EUB. 

Usually  simple  ignorance  or 
forgetfulness  by  former  Methodists 


prompts  the  lecture.  Sometimes  a 
colossal  arrogance  and  fuzzy  thinking  is 
thrown  in.  as  happened  once  in  college.  A 
former  Methodist  preacher's  kid, 
commenting  on  how  Jacob  Albright 
organized  the  Evangelicals  and  Phillip 
William  Otterbein  and  Martin  Boehm  the 
UBs,  declared,  "That's  where  the 
Methodist  Church  is  better  than  the 
EUB.  Weonly  needed  one  founder." 

‘It  didn’t  happen  that  way’ 

It  didn’t  happen  that  way.  The 
Methodist  Church  was  formed  in  1939 
lrom  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 

Now  the  EUB's  weren’t  without 
disagreement  or  fault.  The  Evangelicals 
split  in  the  late  19th  century  and  didn’t 
come  together  again  till  1922.  One  of  our 
best-remembered  bishops,  the  Wright 
brothers'  father,  once  preached  why  man 
would  never  fly. 

But  there  were  fonder  memories.  Our 
missions  circled  the  world:  Africa,  Asia. 
South  America  and  three  in  the  U.S. 
Their  work  was  eagerly  followed.  A 


college  boy,  announcing  summer  plans  to 
work  at  Red  Bird,  didn’t  have  to  explain 
that  was  the  mission  in  the  Kentucky 
mountains. 

In  Jaiama,  Sierra  Leone,  EUB  schools 
and  church  started  when  Christian 
nationals  carried  Christ’s  story  inland. 

And  as  Christ  nurtured  his  missions,  he 
led  others  at  home  Among  them  were 
Professors  A.  W.  Drury  and  J.  P.  Landis. 
They  wrote  landmark  seminary  texts. 
The  best  of  friends,  they  visited 
Otterbein’s  birthplace  in  Germany  and 
saw  "the  rushing  river  Dille"  (as  Drury, 
the  church  historian,  called  it  in 
Otterbein's  biography).  That  became 
their  favorite  joke  because  "the  rushing 
river"  was  a  mere  brook. 

Some  painful  memories 

But  some  memories  are  colored  with 
pain.  The  EUB  remembers  bringing 
Otterbein  Press  to  the  Methodist-EUB 
merger.  It  was  sold  since  Cokesbury 
could  do  all  our  publishing.  We  had 
Evangelical  Seminary.  It  was  packed  up 
and  moved  to  Garrett.  Then  there's 
Kamp  Koinonia.  It  will  be  sold  as  the 


Western  New  York  conference  revamps 
its  camp  program.  Remember 
"Friends"?  Cokesbury  has  never 
produced  a  better  magazine  than  that 
one  for  young  people. 

Where  is  promised  hymnal? 

That  leaves  the  hymnal.  "The 
Methodist  Hymnal"  came  out  in  1966 
when  merger  was  certain.  Welcome 
additions  include  numbers  17, 74,  and  541. 
i  You'll  have  to  look  them  up. )  But  EUB’s 
miss,  among  others,  "Lord  of  the  Lands" 
(based  on  the  Canadian  national 
anthem).  "I  Know  Whom  I  Have 
Believed"  (from  1  Tim.  1: 12),  and  "I  Will 
Not  Be  Afraid”  (which  came  out  of 
Japanese-occupied  China  in  World  War 
II). 

We  were  promised  a  new  hymnal  after 
merger.  It's  been  10  years  and  "The 
Book  of  Hymns"  is  still  the  1966 
"Methodist  Hymnal." 

Does  this  mean  the  merger  hasn’t 
worked?  1  wouldn't  say  that.  I  might  say 
that  leaving  the  word  "Methodist"  so 
prominent  in  our  name  impeded  building 
a  "united"  church.  Even  that  name  isn’t 


original.  The  "United  Methodist  Church” 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  England  in  1937. 

But  the  problem  isn’t  the  name.  It’s  our 
outlook.  UM  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  called 
the  merger  "a  marriage.”  Do  we  care 
enough  for  "our  spouse"  to  celebrate  the 
heritage  she  brought  to  the  wedding?  Do 
we  care  enough  to  consider  her  in  all  our 
actions? 

Many  congregations  have  said  yes.  I’ll 
mention  just  one.  Before  merger,  two 
Syracuse,  N.Y.  Methodist  churches  and 
one  EUB  church  came  together  as 
Gethsemane  United  Methodist  Church. 
As  one,  they  put  up  a  new  building 
blending  cherished  relics  from  the  old 
structures.  They  even  married  their 
Lord’s  Prayer  traditions,  saying, 
"Forgive  us  our  sins,"  instead  of 
"trespasses." 

It’s  just  too  bad  that  later  pastors 
slipped  back  into  "trespasses"  and 
nobody  bothered  to  set  them  straight. 

Mr.  Carlsen  is  a  librarian  from  the 
Western  New  York  conference  who  is 
presently  stationed  with  the  military  in 
Hawaii. 


Ethnic  student  aid  said  needed 

Church  agency  seeks  6 brightest ,  best' of  youth  to  educate 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Nearly  half  of  all 
Hispanics  in  the  U.S.  are  under  18  years 
of  age.  Asian-Americans  have  more 
graduate  students  than  undergraduates 
in  the  nation’s  colleges.  More  than  half 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Native 
American  ministers  have  only  a  high 
school  education  or  less. 

To  assess  such  widely-varying  statis¬ 
tics  —  and  brainstorm  how  to  find,  edu¬ 
cate  and  return  "the  brightest  and  best" 
of  their  young  people  to  be  leaders  in 
their  ethnic  churches  and  communities 

Leadersh ip  st  \  le  cited 


some  50  HANA  (Hispanic,  Asian- 
American,  Native  American)  persons 
came  together  here  last  week  for  a  two- 
day  consultation  on  higher  education  in 
the  church. 

Financial  aid  for  students  must  still  be 
a  top  priority,  the  cross-section  of  HANA 
churchpersons  agreed.  They  solidly 
backed  the  HANA  scholarship  fund  (set 
by  the  1976  General  Conference)  which 
this  year  provided  aid  totalling  $50,000  to 
44  upper  level  and  graduate  level 
students. 

But  the  denomination’s  HANA 
ministry  in  higher  education  must 


branch  out,  they  said.  They  called  for  a 
strong  legislative  package  for  the  1980 
General  Conference  —  possibly  to 
include  establishment  of  a  permanent 
HANA  office  —  and  a  long  list  of  ’  model" 
programs  to  recruit  and  counsel  HANA 
students,  encourage  UM  institutions  to 
meet  the  needs  of  HANA  students,  and 
forge  a  stronger  link  between  students, 
faculties  and  the  local  church  and  annual 
conference. 

Models  to  be  tested,  the  group  agreed, 
might  include: 

•  a  summer  institute  for  Asian- 
American  HANA  scholars,  faculty, 


Top  ministry  exec  released 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

DENVER  —  The  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodism’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  will  not  be  rehired 
this  fall,  according  to  a  statement 
released  at  the  spring  meeting  of  the 
division  here  April  10-1 1. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Watts  Thornburg, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
division.  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  "will  not  be  renominated"  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  in 
October,  announced  Bishop  James  Ault, 
of  the  Philadelphia  Area  and  chairperson 
of  the  division.  He  released  the  statement 
at  the  end  of  two  executive  sessions 
lasting  four  and  one-half  hours  to  which 
the  press  was  not  admitted. 

The  termination  followed  "more  than  a 
year's  work  on  leadership  styles  and 
administrative  procedures  for  the 
division's  program,  "  according  to  the 
statement.  Both  the  division’s  executive 
committee  and  the  board’s  top  executive. 
Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  "concurred  in 
recommending  the  change  of 
personnel.'  The  termination  date  was 
not  specified,  which  means.  Dr.  Trotter 
later  told  the  press,  "we  are  still 


“New 


negotiating." 

The  division  initiated  a  transition 
period  "to  be  affirming  of  Dr.  Thornburg 
with  appreciation  for  his  theological 
insights  and  understanding  of  Christian 
ministry,"  according  to  the  statement. 

In  other  business,  the  division 
responded  to  a  recent  decision  by  the 
Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  to  withdraw  as  co-sponsor  of  the 
Consultation  on  Clergy  Women  to  be  held 
January  1979  unless  the  number  of 
invited  male  participants  was  reduced. 
(See  TM/UMR,  Mar.  3.) 

The  division  went  on  record  affirming 
the  goals  of  the  consultation,  especially 
those  which  "move  beyond"  the  results 
of  the  first  consultation  held  in  1975  in 
order  to  "impact  the  system"  of  the 
church.  Members  contended  that  unless 
male  clergy  in  leadership  positions  such 
as  bishops  and  district  superintendents 
were  present  in  sufficient  numbers,  the 
goals  to  influence  and  sensitize  them  to 
the  problems  of  female  clergy  would  not 
be  achieved. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
division  voted  earlier  to  sponsor  the 
consultation  alone  if  the  women’s 
commission  withdrew.  But  the  division’s 


•  •  • 


Creatiue 

Leadership 

Series 

Edited  by  Lyle  E.  Schaller. 

Books  to  provide  both  loy  and  clergy 
leaders  with  procticol  help  in 
developing  ond  administering  o 
more  effective  church  program. 


Assimilating  New  Members 

Lyle  E.  Schaller  discusses  those  things  which  are  vitally  necessary  to 
attract  and  to  hold  new  members  of  a  local  church  together  He  includes  a 
checklist  for  self-evaluation  and 
numerous  questions  for 
self-examination,  especially  to  aid  the 
congregational  leader.  $3.95,  paper 

Beginning  a 
New  Pastorate 

Dr  Robert  G.  Kemper  shows  what 
to  consider,  what  arrangements  to 
make,  and  what  is  involved  before, 
during,  and  after  a  pastor  moves  to  a 
new  church  This  book  is  a  must  for 
the  pastor  who  faces  the  challenges  of 
a  new  pastorate  and  for  the  pastoral 
search  committee  that  seeks  a  new 
pastor!  $3.95,  paper 


the  book  publishing  deportment  ol 
me  united  method ist  publishing  house 


task  force  chairperson,  the  Rev.  Janice 
Huie,  Austin,  Tex.,  said,  "I  think  we  can 
negotiate." 

The  1977  balance  in  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  (MEF)  will  not  go  to 
seminaries  for  use  in  their  operating 
budgets,  the  division  voted,  but  rather  go 
specifically  to  help  establish  faculty  posi¬ 
tions  for  ethnic  minorities  and  women  in 
the  schools  of  theology  and  to  study  the 
formula  for  MEF  distribution. 

MEF  is  a  fund  apportioned  to  local 
churches  for  the  support  of  the  13  church 
seminaries  and  for  ministerial  education 
in  annual  conferences.  The  division  was 
told  the  fund  received  $1.5  million  more 
in  1977,  a  26  percent  increase  over  the 
previous  year. 

A  seminary  president  who  is  also  a 
member  of  the  division,  Dr.  Jamison 
Jones  of  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  Denver, 
said  this  action  was  the  first  time  the 
division  had  not  allowed  the  balance  to  be 
divided  among  the  schools  for  their 
regular  operating  budget. 

Task  force  chairperson,  the  Rev.  Virgil 
Bjork,  a  district  superintendent  from 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  said  the  division  had 
informed  the  seminaries  in  past  years  it 
was  moving  toward  this  policy  and  now 
was  the  time  to  "bite  the  bullet." 

‘Itineracy’ 
subject  of 
new  study 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
DENVER  -  The  United  Methodist 
practice  of  moving  its  preachers 
frequently  from  church  to  church  — 
called  "the  itineracy"  —  is  now  the 
subject  of  a  study  by  a  task  force  of  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  Rev.  Donald  H.  Treese,  Carlisle, 
Penn.,  chairperson  of  the  study,  reported 
to  the  meeting  last  week  (see  related 
story)  that  the  19-member  task  force  will 
offer  recommendations  to  the  division  by 
October  1979  for  any  legislation  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  1980  General  Conference. 
The  1976  General  Conference  ordered  the 
study, 

"We  have  had  the  itineracy  for  200. 
years  now  and  never  looked  closely  at 
it,"  Mr.  Treese  said.  “At  our  first 
meeting  recently  the  task  force  felt  the 
itineracy  is  still  a  viable  system  but 
needs  adjustments." 

The  task  force  set  up  28  assumptions 
the  itineracy  is  built  upon,  he  reported, 
and  then  listed  10  practices  which  deny 
those  assumptions. 

"For  instance,"  he  said,  "one 
assumption  says  the  itineracy  is  based  on 
the  principle  of  self-denial  but  in  practice 
intineracy  guarantees  the  pastor 
security  and  implies  that  each 
appointment  will  be  better  than  the  last 
one.  Another  assumption  is  that  the 
covenant  with  the  church  supercedes  all 
other  covenants  and  when  the  pastor 
moves,  die  family  accompanies  him  or 
her.  Yet  today  with  husbands  and  wives 
each  having  separate  careers,  that 
assumption  may  not  hold. 

Another  assumption  denied  in  practice 
is  that  ordained  elders  are  equally 
appointable,  he  said.  But  ethnic  minority 
and  women  ministers  especially  know 
the  "open"  itineracy  does  not  in  fact 
exist. 

The  task  force  intends  to  offer 
legislation  "aimed  at  correcting 
disabilities  in  the  itinerant  system,"  Mr. 
Treese  said. 


administrators  and  pastors; 

•  consultations  on  admissions  and  re¬ 
cruitment,  to  "sensitize  UM  colleges  and 
universities  to  a  particular  responsibility 
for  pluralistic  admissions  programs ;  ’ ’ 

•  orientation  seminars  for  HANA 
graduate  students  to  expose  them  to 
"some  of  the  best  minds  in  graduate  and 
professional  education"  and  help  them 
build  skills  and  gain  support ; 

•  a  national  consultation  for  Native 
Americans  in  Washington,  D.C.,  where 
both  church  and  government  higher 
education  resources  might  be  explored; 

•  regional  workshops  to  bring  together 
Hispanic  pastors,  students,  campus 
ministers. 

Recommendations  for  these  and  other 
proposals  came  after  the  group  studied  a 
research  document  prepared  by 
professional  researchers  to  assess  both 
the  current  status  and  potential  needs  of 
HANA  people  in  higher  education. 
Chaired  by  Dr.  Wonmo  Dong,  Dallas,  the 
research  project  surveyed  students, 
pastors  and  faculty/administrators/pro¬ 
fessional  staff  persons  among  the  three 
ethnic  groups  at  higher  education  institu¬ 
tions  across  the  nation. 

While  findings  were  not  definitive,  they 
were  a  beginning,  researchers  agreed. 
For  example,  great  implications  may  be 
found  in  the  current  growth  rate  of  the 
Hispanic  population  in  the  U.S.,  which 
some  persons  believe  may  replace 
blacks  as  the  largest  U.S.  minority  groU|j 
in  the  next  generation. 

Such  findings  point  up  the  need,  Dr. 
Wong  told  participants,  for  "church-wide 
policies"  for  the  education  and 
leadership-training  of  HANA  persons. 
The  group  was  repeatedly  cautioned 
again  a  "shot-gun"  approach  to  higher 
education  for  HANA  persons. 

Early  in  the  consultation,  commission 
chairperson  Roy  Sano,  Berkeley,  Calif., 
challenged  the  group  to  "think 
outrageous  thoughts,  to  dream  dreams." 
The  task  of  HANA  ministry,  he  said,  is  to 
"empower  HANA  people  to  be  in 
mission,  in  higher  education,  not  to 
strategize  how  to  milk  the  sacred  cow" 
for  funds.  He  warned  participants  that 
what  th^y  dreamed  "could  well 
determine  the  flow  of  events  ’way  down 
the  line"  for  ethnic  leadership  in  the 
church  and  nation. 

With  concern  expressed  repeatedly 
over  spreading  financial  resources  too 
thin  —  HANA  ministries  receive  one-half 
million  dollars  annually  for  the  1976-80 
quadrennium  —  a  proposal  that  outside 
funding  be  sought  for  developing 
programs  won  strong  support. 
Scholarship  funds  should  not  be 
curtailed,  the  group  insisted. 

Dr.  James  Barrett,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  Higher 
Education,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  who  offered 
a  number  of  proposals  adopted  by  the 
group,  told  them  HANA  need  not  bear  the 
full  brunt  of  program  funding.  Private 
foundation  money  and  some  division 
funds  are  available,  he  believes. 

I  Ml  's  missional 
p  rio  rity  giving 
rises  sharply 

EVANSTON  (RNS)  -  Contributions  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  ethnic 
minority  local  church  missional  priority 
through  voluntary  Advance  Specials  rose 
591  percent  in  the  first  three  months  of 
1978  over  the  comparable  figure  for  that 
period  last  year. 

Receipts  for  this  missional  priority  as 
of  the  end  of  March  totalled  $53,217,  an 
increase  of  $45,516  over  the  first  three 
months  of  1977.  In  recent  months,  several 
national  United  Methodist  leaders  have 
expressed  concern  at  the  low  level  of 
giving  to  the  priority  through  local 
churches  in  1977. 

Another  significant  increase  in 
voluntary  giving  was  recorded  by  the 
denomination’s  world  hunger  missional 
priority,  which  received  $181,188  through 
Advance  Specials  in  the  1978  period.  That 
figure  was  a  42.9  percent  increase  over 
the  amount  received  during  the  first 
three  months  of  1977. 

Despite  these  increases,  however, 
overall  receipts  in  the  20  United 
Methodist  program  and  benevolence 
funds  were  down  2.2  percent  from  the 
same  period  a  year  ago 


I>«*  (lu  «*Iiic  i luil  hind*' 

DALLAS  —  Shirley  Fitzgerald  easily  controls  a  crane  that  enables  workers  at  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville  to  lift  200-pound  bundles  —  opening 
jobs  for  women  previously  thought  to  be  physically  impossible  even  for  some  men, 
according  to  John  E.  Procter,  president  and  publisher. 

The  special  bundle  handling  cranes  are  part  of  a  new  adhesive  bindery  system 
purchased  because  "stitching  (books)  has  gotten  too  expensive,”  he  told  members 
of  the  General  Board  of  Publication  at  its  semi-annual  meeting  here  last  month. 

Asked  how  glue  binding  holds  up  in  comparision  with  stitching,  Mr.  Procter  said 
tests  indicate  glue  lasts  three  times  as  long  under  normal  use,  but  not  if  the  book  is 
bent  back.  He  also  said  "the  major  question  ahead  is  whether  we  dare  glue  a  new 
United  Methodist  hymnal  several  years  down  the  road."  um  publishing  house  photo 

Rural  women  want  prayer 
ventures  shared  with  all 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

LAKE  BENTON,  Minn.  —  A  prayer 
chain  can  be  short  or  long  —  but  long  is 
better,  claim  a  handful  of  United 
Methodist  Women  (UMW)  here  who 
would  like  to  see  their  own  prayer 
venture  picked  up  across  the 
denomination. 

In  fact,  the  women  at  Lake  Benton 
UMC  have  launched  a  double  "Focus  on 
Prayer"  and  they’d  welcome  "joiners" 
in  both  experiences,  says  UMW 
chairperson  Mrs.  Richard  Henry.  Both 
have  been  good  for  this  tiny  rural 
community,  she  maintains  —  too  good 
not  to  be  shared. 

First,  several  months  ago,  came  a 
daily  9  a.m.  prayer  time  for  the  women, 
who  felt  "the  need  for  some  answers” 
after  a  school  strike  brought  strife  to 
Lake  Benton.  "We  agreed  that  each  of  us 
would  stop  whatever  we  were  doing  each 
morning  at  9  o’clock  and  pray  for  our 
schools,  church  and  community,"  Mrs. 
Henry  says. 

But  the  prayer  time  didn’t  end  when 
the  strike  did.  There  were  still  "hard 
feelings"  remaining,  as  well  as  some 
discord  within  their  church  that 
concerned  them.  Besides,  there  was 
something  about  sharing  that  prayer 
time  that  the  women  didn't  want  to  give 
up,  she  recalls. 


From  that  experience  grew  an 
additional  one:  a  real  "chain”  of  30-35 
women  who  contact  one  another  when 
one  of  them  receives  a  prayer  request 
from  someone  in  the  church  or 
community  —  or  anywhere. 

"It's  amazing  how  these  things 
mushroom,"  Mrs.  Henry  told  TM/UMR. 
Last  week  we  were  even  asked  to  pray 
for  someone  in  Texas!  ’’ 

The  "chain”  was  tested  heavily  this 
past  winter,  she  says,  with  many 
requests  for  sick  persons. 

But  it  held  —  and  is  likely  to  continue, 
Mrs.  Henry  says.  It  has  "helped  spread  a 
little  Christian  love  around  the 
community."  Because  even  shut-ins  can 
join  the  prayer  chain  and  morning 
prayer  time,  they  can  be  part  of  a 
fellowship. 

And  there’s  one  more  advantage,  Mrs. 
Henry  says:  "When  we  pray  ‘together’ 
each  morning,  or  form  the  prayer  chain, 
it's  bound  to  affect  the  way  we  live 
together  the  rest  of  the  day." 

The  women  have  now  invited  other 
churches  in  the  community  to  join  their 
"Focus  on  Prayer”  but  they  don’t  mind 
admitting  they’re  thinking  even  bigger: 
"Imagine,”  says  Mrs.  Henry,  "if  we 
could  get  women  all  over  the  state  —  or 
even  the  nation  —  to  pray  with  us  every 
morning!" 


UNITED 

METHODISTS 


South  Pacific 

September  16  -  October  5 

Enjoy  this  fascinating  adventure  to  the  islands  of 
the  South  Pacific.  In  Fiji,  we  enjoy  a  native  feast 
with  Polynesian  dancing  and  a  cruise  to  a  small 
island  with  crystal  clear  lagoons.  On  to  New  Zea¬ 
land's  natural  splendor  —  mountain  ranges,  lakes, 
geysers  and  flowers  galore.  Also  Austrailia's  Out¬ 
back  with  huge  sheep  ranches,  the  soaring  Sydney 
Opera  House,  and  deluxe  hotels  are  all  part  of  our 
tour  with  a  stop  in  Honolulu  on  the  return. 


Across -Around- America 

September  24  -  October  11 

Sixteen  glorious  days  of  cruising  on  the  ROYAL 
VIKING  SKY  (Norwegian  registry)  are  included  in 
this  17-day  tour  which  takes  us  across  the  U.S.  to 
join  the  ship  at  Los  Angeles.  Shore  excursions  at 
Mazatlan  and  Puerto  Vallarta  in  Mexico;  a  never- 
to-be-forgotten  transit  of  the  Panama  Canal; 
Cartagena  in  Colombia,  South  America;  Dutch-like 
Curacao;  and  delightful  Montego  Bay  in  Jamaica. 
We  return  home  from  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida. 


These  lours  ere  ell  escorted  end  the  price  ell-inclusive,  with  3  meets  e  dey,  deluxe  end  tl'  i  I 

dess  eccommodetlons,  trensportetlon,  end  gretulties.  Enjoy  the  edventeges  ot  group  trevel  I  I 


Write:  Please  send  me  the  following  folder(s): 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC.  □  South  Pacific  Q  Across-Around-America 
2200  Victory  Parkway 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206  Name  _ 

Other  lour  folders  I  would  like  to  ... 

receive:  □  British  Isles  Address  . — - - - 

O  Western  Parks  -  □  Alaska  city  &  state  _ zjp _ 

□  Inside  Alaska  □  Hawaii  (please  print)  4/7TM 
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Dimension  2000  ■  Methodist  Hospital 
Communications  enter  21st  century 


Methodist  Hospital  PBX  attendants  Janet  Tillman,  right,  and  Beverly  McCoy  find 
the  Dimension  consoles  both  faster  and  easier  to  use  than  the  old  switchboard. 


Communications  has  entered  the 
twenty-first  century  at  Methodist 
Hospital,  New  Orleans  when  Methodist 
Hospital  became  the  first  hospital  in  SE 
Louisiana  to  install  a  Dimension  2000 
telephone  system.  This  is  a  solid-state 
computerized  system  in  a  compact 
console  that  transmits  more  information 
than  anything  like  it  has  done  before: 

—  Calls  can  be  transferred  without  the 
attendant’s  assistance. 

—  If  a  station  is  busy,  a  code  will  call 


the  station  user  when  that  line  is  free, 
holding  the  free  line. 

—  All  phones  can  hold  without  a 
special  hold  button. 

—  Three  way  conference  calls  can  be 
originated  by  the  station  user  —  the 
attendant  is  normally  not  involved. 

With  the  training  from  South  Central 
Bell  representatives,  the  personnel  and 
PBX  attendants  already  see  that  the 
speed  and  reliability  of  the  Dimension 
2000  are  proving  their  worth  everyday. 


The  M.  H.  story  - 
a  brief  history 


Rev.  Koelemay 


By  REV.  JOHN  KOELEMAY 

The  history  of  Methodist  Hospital  can  be  written  in  three  ideas:  Yesterday’s 
Dream,  Today's  Reality,  Tomorrow’s  Opportunity. 

In  early-1960,  Mr.  M.  Kenneth  Schor,  a  layman  of  Gentilly  Methodist  Church  and 
President  of  its  organization  of  Methodist  Men,  conceived  the  idea  of  Methodist 
Hospital.  Encouraged  by  his  pastor,  John  B.  Koelemay,  and  with  the  support  of  the 
men’s  group  he  began  correspondence  with  the  General  Board  of  Hospitals  and 
Homes  concerning  such  a  possibility.  He  was  guided  by  them,  and  other  consultants, 
into  leading  in  the  development  of  the  Gentilly  Hospital  Association.  A  Board  of 
Directors  was  organized  and  incorporated  on  June  14,  1961.  The  Statement  of 
Purpose  read  as  follows:  “The  Gentilly  Hospital  Association  was  organized  to  build 
a  non-profit  Methodist  Hospital  to  serve  the  East  Gentilly  area  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana.’’  All  of  the  early  planning  and  development  was  carried  on  in  the  name  of 
this  Association. 

This  name  was  changed  to  Methodist  Hospital  in  1962.  At  the  Annual  Conference 
session  in  1963,  the  program  of  the  Hospital  was  presented  and  the  Methodist 
Hospital  was  accepted  as  an  official  agency  of  the  Church. 

In  November  1964,  Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay  was  appointed  Promotional  Director 
with  responsibility  for  directing  further  fund-raising  efforts. 

The  response  to 
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this  effort  was 
moderate;  until  the 
Commission  on 
World  Service  and 
Finance  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference 
that  a  goal  of 
$125,000  per  year 
for  two  years  be  set 
by  the  churches  on 
the  Conference 
decimal.  The  Con¬ 
ference  accepted 
the  recommenda¬ 
tion. 

On  September  25, 

1968,  Methodist 
Hospital  opened  its 
doors  to  receive  the 
first  patient.  It  was 
not  long  before  the  160  beds  were  in¬ 
creased  to  180.  An  expanded  Medical 
Staff  was  soon  needed  for  a  wider  range 
of  services  to  Southeast  Louisiana  and 


Hospitals  wish  you  well ! 
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National  Hospital  Week 
May  7-13.  1978 


Dr.  Pregeant  writes  new 
publication  on  Matthew 


The  Society  of  Biblical  Literature  has 
announced  the  publication  of  the  book 
entitled  Christology  Beyond  Dogma  by 
Dr.  Russell  Pregeant,  Hammond, 
Louisiana.  The  book  is  published  by 
Fortress  Press  and  Scholars  Press. 

Dr.  Pregeant  is  a  native  of  Hammond, 
Louisiana,  who  earned  his  Bachelor’s 
Degree  at  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University,  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity  at 

Women  and 
the  ministry 

Recent  statistics  show  264  women  now 
serving  in  the  Methodist  ministry  as 
elders  in  full  connection,  which  is  the 
highest  type  of  ordination.  This  is  an 
increase  of  62  over  the  year  before. 
Women  clergy  serving  in  all  categories, 
such  as  supply  pastors,  total  766. 

Women  made  up  from  26  to  47  percent 
of  entering  freshmen  in  the  13  United 
Methodist  Seminaries  this  year. 

Never  underestimate  church  women! 


Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  His 
Master’s  Degree  at  Yale  Divinity  School 
and  his  Doctorate  in  Theology  at 
Vanderbilt  University. 

The  book  is  a  development  of  a  theory 
of  interpretation  of  the  Book  of  Matthew 
by  means  of  an  understanding  of  the 
language  that  under-chords  the  process 
of  writing  the  Book  of  Matthew.  It  is, 
according  to  the  publishers  an  important 
key  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Bible  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  works  on  the  Book  of 
Matthew. 

Dr.  Pregeant  is  presently  a  Professor 
of  Religion  and  Philosophy  at  Curry 
College  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 


Rev.  James  Spitzkeit,  Louisiana 
Missionary  to  Korea  writes  from 
New  York  that  Mrs.  James  Spitzkeit 
is  in  the  Rochester  Methodist 
Hospital,  Room  7-310  A  undergoing 
tests  at  the  Mayo  Clinic.  The 
telephone  number  is  507-  (284-2511). 


Special  happenings 
May  -  June  -  July 

May  **  ** 

05  May  Fellowship  Day 

7- 13  National  Family  Week 

14  Pentecost;  Methodist  Sunday 
21  Heritage  Sunday;  Trinity  Sunday 

26-30  Fourth  International  Congress  on  Religion,  the  Arts,  Architecture,  San 
Antonio,  Texas 

30- June  2  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  (Annual  Conference  Youth  Delegate 

Training) 

June 

11  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

11- 13  Conference  &  District  Youth  Team  Trng.,  Dillard 

12- 16  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

14- 16  Youth  Assembly,  Dillard  University 

17  Ethnic  Minority  Convocation  on  the  Ministry,  Alexandria 
19-22  Bishop’s  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

23- 24  Young  Adult  Retreat,  Camp  Istrouma 

24- 25  Annual  Men  Retreat  (Board  of  Laity),  La.  College,  Pineville 
July 

9  Lafon  United  Methodist  Home  Day 
10-14  Jurisdiction  Youth  Ministry  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
10-15  Christian  Community  Experience,  Caney  Conference  Center 

8- 14  Jurisdictional  Lab  Seminar,  Sacramento,  NM 

15- 21  Jurisdictional  Lab  Seminar,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

17- 22  Christian  Community  Experiences,  Lake  Charles  Dist.  Camp 

18- 23  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Centenary  College 

23- 27  Ecumenical  Conference  on  Mission,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

24- 27  Jurisdictional  Association  (United  Methodist  Musicians),  Centenary 

College 

31- August  3  Pastor’s  School,  Centenary  College 


Only  $4,300.63  given  to 
Lydia  Patterson  by  Louisiana 


& 


Around  the  Conference 


HUNGER  GOAL  OF 
$1,000  REACHED 

The  members  of  the  Fairview  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles 
District,  have  met  the  challenge  given 
them  by  their  pastor  to  raise  $1,000  for 
the  Hunger  Fund  during  the  month  of 
March.  Not  only  did  this  church  with  a 
membership  around  75  reach  its  goal,  but 
the  regular  offerings  were  the  best  in 
many  months.  In  addition,  it  has  also 
paid  its  full  share  to  Centenary  College 
for  1978  and  has  sent  in  over  fifty  per  cent 
of  its  Conference  Askings  for  this  year, 
according  to  the  pastor,  E.  J.  Martin. 
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the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast  Area. 

With  continued 
growth  of  the  area 
and  a  greater  need 
for  hospital  ser¬ 
vices,  Methodist 
Hospital  today  is  a 
330-bed  General 
Hospital.  Daily  it  is 
saying  to  the  world, 
“Methodists  Care.” 
Daily,  in  the  Name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  it 
is  offering  help  to 
those  sick  in  mind 
and  body,  to  the  ac¬ 
cident  victim,  the 
lame,  the  deaf,  the 
blind.  And  daily,  it 
recalls  that  our 
Lord  said,  “Inasmuch  as  you  minister 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
you  minister  unto  me.’’ 


st  Women  / 
;w  Orleans-  J 
District.  / 


Mrs.  Pitre 


-r 


Shreveport 
Mission  Dinner 


Rev.  George  Pearce,  Yasmin  Welch  J.  Eaves,  and  James 
Spitzkeit  pictured  at  the  Shreveport  Missions  dinner. 


FIRST  CMC,  LOGANSPORT,  had  a 
successful  Renewal  Mission  with  Rev. 
Andy  Foreman  as  evangelist.  The 
attendance  was  outstanding  as  was  the 
response  to  Rev.  Foreman's  ministry. 

Pictured  in  front  of  the  church 
discussing  the  mission  during  the  week 
(April  2-6)  are,  L-R,  Rev.  Foreman,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  McCasland  (Chairperson  for 
the  mission )  and  Rev.  George 
Cunningham,  pastor. 

A  special  service  recently  held  at  the 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church. 
Shreveport,  was  the  Memorial  Day 
Service  of  the  Rho  Omega  Chapter,  Psi 
Phi  Fraternity.  John  Thomas,  Basileus 
presided  over  the  memorial  service.  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Hayes,  Jr.,  President  of  Wiley 
College  of  Marshall,  Texas  —  also  an 
Omega  —  was  the  guest  speaker.  The 
Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  Pastor  was 
in  charge  of  the  service  which  was  well 
attended  by  members  of  the  Shreveport 
Community. 

Rev.  Cecil 
Williamson  of 
Starksville,  Missis¬ 
sippi  was  the  visit¬ 
ing  evangelist  for 
the  recent  Spiritual 
Renewal  E  n- 
counter  at  Algiers 
J  UMC.  A  Bible 
Bowl,  a  Youth 
Spree,  and  Adult 
sharing  preceded 
the  evening 
services.  Rev.  Carey  Martin  is  pastor. 

Mrs.  Merril 
Pitre,  as  Fourth 
Sub-District  Chair¬ 
woman  has  played 
a  unique  part  in  ad¬ 
vancing  the  United 
Methodist  Women 
in  the  New  ( 

Houma 

She  has  organized 
and  re-activated 
several  units  of  the  UMW  some  which 
have  not  functioned  in  12  or  14  years. 

A  new  unit  was  organized  in  Dulac  with 
the  Indian  Woman  since  her  office  began 
in  October. 

Mrs.  Pitre  is  a  product  of  Scarritt  and 
in  spite  of  physical  handicaps  her  dedi¬ 
cation  makes  her  a  ‘beautiful  Christian 
person’  by  those  who  know  her  and  work 
with  her. 


Dana  Matthews, 
Doug  Meyer  (CSCC 
Intern ),  Kevin 
Nichols,  Laura 
Hardy,  Laurie  Pat¬ 
terson,  Laura 
Lower,  and  Linna 
Rutterdom. 


"SPRING  FLING,”  a  happening  to 
celebrate  spring,  was  held  at  St.  Luke’s 
UMC  on  April  8  amid  colorful  balloons 
and  bright  banners.  After  being  greeted 
by  a  clown  and  dancer,  persons  of  all 
ages  shared  the  evening  meal  and  then 
participated  in  a  variety  of  activities. 
Children  enjoyed  cookie  painting,  a  sing- 
a-long  with  guitarist,  and  making 
popcorn  to  enjoy  while  watching  a  movie. 
Adults  and  youth  could  choose  two  of  the 
following  groups:  Cardio-Pulmonary 
Resuscitation,  Calerobics,  Flower 


Arranging,  Macrame,  Bonsai  Trees,  and 
New  Games. 

All  ages  joined  together  for  a  closing 
worship  celebration  which  focused  on  the 
“birth  of  God”  in  relation  to  the  feeling  of 
new  birth  associated  with  the  spring 
season. 

The  event  was  created  and  led  by  five 
of  St.  Luke's  CSCC  interns  —  Diane 
Rohrer,  Lucy  Owings,  Mike  Potts,  Doug 
Meyer,  Dale  Holstein,  and  their 
supervisor,  Ms.  Mamie  Huffman. 


The  Cedar  Creek  Jr.  Hi  Singers,  from  Ruston,  La.  will  sing  in  the  evening  service 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Arcadia,  La.  on  Sunday,  April  16  at  7  p.m.  The 
organization  is  composed  of  56  students  from  the  7th,  8th  and  9th  grades.  The  choir 
gives  numerous  concerts  throughout  the  school  year  and  plans  to  participate  in  the 
State  Musical  Festival  at  Northeast  University  on  April  24.  The  group  is  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Dottie  Ferrington.  The  public  is  cordially  invited.  Rev.  Louis 
Coppage  is  pastor. 


Shown  in  photo  are  Asburv  Youth.  Lafayette,  during  their  third  annual  fund 
raising  Dance-A-Thon.  A  total  of  42  youth  danced  370  hours  with  two  youth  dancing 
the  entire  24  hour  period.  The  funds  raised  will  help  to  defray  expenses  for  summer 
Youth  trips,  with  15  per  cent  of  the  funds  going  to  Louisiana  Conference  supported 
institutions. 

The  McMurry  Chanters,  a  musical  ensemble  from  McMurry  College,  Abilene, 
Texas  presented  a  concert  of  choral  literature  and  contemporary  sacred  works 
They  were  sponsored  by  the  Youth  of  Asburv  with  the  Celebration  Choir  and  the 
Crusaders,  who  hosted  supper  for  the  group.  The  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier  Jr  is  host 
pastor, 

“HIRE  A  HOBO”  was  the  theme  of  the  most  recent  plans  for  fund  raising  by  the 
Asbury  Youth.  To  raise  money  for  summer  trips  two  “HOBO  DAYS"  were  held.  The 
youth  did  any  type  job  by  request:  washing  cars,  windows,  dogs,  campers,  and 
houses,  babysitting,  lawn  work  and  just  “old-fashioned  spring  cleaning.” 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Asbury,  Lafayette  held  their  annual  “TASTE 
TREAT”  recently.  Cookbooks  of  the  luncheon  were  sold.  This  is  one  fund  raising 
project  the  women  have  continued  for  about  1 1  years. 


The  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  Board  of 
Trustees  met  in  El  Paso,  Texas  in  March 
to  hold  their  annual  meeting.  From  the 
Louisiana  Conference  was.  Rev.  Henry 
C.  Blount,  Jr.  on  the  far  left. 

A  high  time  budget  of  $600,000  was 
approved.  It  was  reported  that  the 
Louisiana  Conference  contribution  for 
Lydia  Patterson  was  $4,300.63.  The  goal 
for  this  Conference,  as  approved  at  the 
last  Jurisdictional  Conference  was 
$17,688.00. 

Two  new  audiovisuals  that  can  be 
secured  from  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  office  or  at  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute.  P.O.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  TX  79940 
are  available. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  board 
meeting  was  accepting  the  president's 


Board  of 
Trustees  meet. 


recommendation  for  moving  out  in  the 
area  of  development  and  endowment. 
The  board  approved  setting  up  a 
committee  on  development  and 
endowment  to  be  made  up  of  board 
members  and  persons  with  additional 
expertise  from  outside  the  board.  Details 
on  this  program  will  be  forthcoming  as 
the  committee's  membership  is 
perfected  and  plans  are  designed. 


Roy  B.  Nash 


Roy  Nash 
admitted  as 
a  Fellow  of 
College  of 
Chaplains 


Rev.  Roy  B.  Nash  was  recently 
certified  as  a  professional  chaplain  by 
The  College  of  Chaplains.  His  certificate 
was  presented  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Protestant  Health  and  Welfare 
Assembly  in  Dallas,  Texas.  Mr.  Nash  is 
the  chaplain  at  Tulane  University  and 
the  Medical  Centers  in  New  Orleans. 

Certification  by  the  College  of 
Chaplains  is  granted  only  to  those  clergy 
persons  who  meet  very  high  personal  and 
professional  standards.  The 
qualifications  include  college  and 
theological  seminary  degrees,  one  year 
of  experience  as  a  chaplain  and  a 
minimum  of  one  year  of  special  clinical 
pastoral  education  under  supervision.  In 
addition  to  those  requirements,  the 
applicant  submits  a  series  of  written 
essays  which  reflect  his  understanding  of 
the  role  and  function  of  a  chaplain,  his 
philosophical  and  theological  concepts  of 
ministry  in  an  institution  and  his 
integration  of  the  theories  of  the 
behavoral  sciences  and  theological 
positions.  After  a  personal  interview  Mr. 
Nash  was  admitted  as  a  Fellow  of  The 
College  of  Chaplains.  The  1,500  member 
organization  of  professional  chaplains 
admitted  90  new  Fellows  during  the 
Dallas  convention. 


Dr.  Nathan  S. 
Kline,  an  interna¬ 
tionally  known  psy- 
chiarist,  will  be  the 
featured  speaker 
and  resource 
leader  at  the  sixth 
annual  seminar  on 
"The  Minister  and 
Health  Care,"' 
j  sponsored  by  the 
j  Chaplain  Service  of 
j  the  Veterans  Ad¬ 
ministration  Hos¬ 
pital,  Friday,  May 
_J  5,  1978,  from  9:00 
a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  "Depression,  the  Un¬ 
recognized  Disabler"  and  “ The  Future  of 
Psychopharmacology "  will  be  the  topics 
according  to  L.  M.  Frazier,  Jr.,  Hospital 
Director. 

Frazier  stated  that  in  1953  and  1954. 
together  with  a  handful  of  other  pioneers, 
Dr.  Kline  introduced  into  clinical  use  in 
the  United  States  the  first  of  the  modern 
tranquilizers.  In  1956  with  the 
collaboration  of  two  of  his  staff,  he  was 
the  first  to  introduce  antidepressant 
medications  for  the  treatment  of 
psychiatric  patients.  Several  years  ago, 
he  and  his  colleagues  published  the  first 
paper  on  the  management  of  alcoholism 
through  the  use  of  lithium  carbonate. 
Present  work  in  Iran  involves 
demonstration  of  a  new  approach  to  the 
prevention  of  return  to  narcotic 
addiction.  For  the  first  two  pieces  of 
investigation,  he  received  two  separate 
Albert  Lasker  Clinical  Research 
Awards. 

At  present  he  is  Clinical  Professor  of 
Psychiatry  at  Columbia  University  and 
Permanent  Visiting  Professor  at  the 
University  of  California,  San  Diego; 
Director  of  the  Rockland  Research 
Institute  which  is  on  the  grounds  of 
Rockland  Psychiatric  Center  —  part  of 
the  New  York  State  Department  of 
Mental  Hygiene. 

The  seminar  is  open  to  area  clergy, 
medical  personnel,  social  workers  and 
other  interested  persons.  No  registration 
fee  is  required.  Registration  will  begin  at 
8:30  a.m.  in  Room  2-W-47  at  the  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital.) 
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Mandatory  retirement  unfairly 
discriminates  against  the  elderly 


Last  month  a  new  federal  law  was 
passed  which  eliminates  mandatory 
retirement  for  federal  employees  and 
raises  the  age  of  forced  retirement  in 
most  non-federal  jobs  to  70. 

This  new  law  already  has  met  with 
“mixed  reviews"  by  the  American  public 
and  has  been  criticized  by  several 
management  officials  in  corporate 
industry. 

Those  who  oppose  the  new  law  claim : 
(1)  it  will  lead  to  higher  unemployment, 
as  older  persons  remain  in  their  jobs 
longer  and  thus  do  not  leave  vacancies 
for  young  persons  entering  the  job 
market;  and  (2)  it  will  cause  work 
quality  and  efficiency  to  decline  as 
persons  past  their  prime  remain  in  jobs 
they  should  give  to  younger  workers. 

At  first  glance,  these  arguments  seem 
formidable.  Nearly  all  of  us  can  think  of 
an  instance  when  a  person  with  declining 
capabilities  has  remained  in  a  position  to 
a  point  of  near  disaster  —  with  a  “happy 
ending"  coming  only  when  age  65  and 
forced  retirement  rode  victoriously  onto 
the  scene.  We  have  known  of  instances 
within  the  church  when  mandatory 
retirement  seemed  merciful  not  only  to 
our  denomination,  but  to  the  pastor, 
administrator  or  bishop  who  was  unable 
to  see  that  he  or  she  had  ceased  to 
function  effectively  because  of  age. 

At  the  same  time,  can  not  each  of  us 
also  think  of  vital,  active  persons  with  a 
lifetime  of  experience  and  accumulated 
wisdom  who  have  been  stripped  of  their 
jobs  at  their  point  of  greatest  produc¬ 
tivity  just  because  the  calendar  said  it 
was  time  to  quit? 

Mandatory  retirement  laws,  at  best, 
have  always  been  angels  of  mercy  for 

Ten  years  later 
merger  still 
best  alternative 

A  decade  has  now  passed  since  the 
creation  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
through  the  merger  of  the  Methodist  and 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  churches. 

Like  “Monday  morning  quarter¬ 
backs,’’  some  persons  still  debate 
and  second  guess  the  effects  and  the 
worth  of  that  merger.  Has  the  much 
smaller  EUB  church  been  “swallowed 
and  neutralized’’  by  the  larger  Methodist 
Church?  Has  the  Methodist  Church  given 
too  much  representation  to  and  been 
detrimentally  changed  by  the  inclusion 
of  the  EUB  s? 

Examples  allegedly  saying  ““yes”  to 
each  of  these  questions  undoubtedly  can 
be  found  by  those  bent  on  highlighting  the 
blemishes  of  ten  years  of  union  by  the 
two  former  church  bodies.  But  those  who 
consider  the  ten  years  of  union 
objectively  would  have  trouble  reaching 
a  conclusion  sharply  in  contrast  to  that 
reached  by  Bishop  Lloyd  Wicke,  who 
took  part  in  the  ceremony  of  union  in  1968 
and  who  writes  in  the  May  issue  of  our 
denomination  s  program  journal,  “The 
Interpreter”:  The  things  we  hoped  for 
have  come  to  pass  .  .  .  The  losses  some 
feared  have  been  minimal.  The 
newfound  power  of  unity  some 
prophesied  may  not  have  come  full  blown 
as  some  assured  us  it  would.” 
Nevertheless,  Bishop  Wicke  writes,  if  he 
were  asked  to  vote  again,  he  would  "vote 
on  the  affirmative  side. M 

Without  hesitation— were  we  privi¬ 
leged  to  vote— so  would  we. 


r 


Exegesis 

By  WILLIAM  WALTER  DE  BOLT 
The  Bible,  like  us, 
does  not  blueprint  prophecy 

so  much  as  make  plain 
God  has  plans  for  the  future 
and  will  hold  it  in  his  hand. 


1 


jauii:ua:« 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Don 
Arnold,  Data  Processing;  Con¬ 
ference  Editions:  Debbie  Christian, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
Kay  Fielder,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Clyde  Chesnutt  and  Bud 
Herron,  Associate  Editors;  Sharon 
Mielke,  Senior  Staff  Writer;  Pat 
Sites,  Staff  Writer;  Otto  Nall,  Con¬ 
tributing  Editor,  Production:  Bill 
Sybert,  General  Manager,  TM/UMR 
Productions:  Nick  Madaloni, 
Composition  Manager;  George 
Wilhelm,  Printing  Plant  Manager. 

Thr  United  Methodist  Reporter  maintains  an 
independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing 
its  readers  with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information 
and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of 
United  Methodism's  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  articles  of 
opinion  appearing  in  the  Reporter  are  the  views 
of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
Reporter  staff. 

The  Reporter  is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Conferences  of  Texas  and  is  published  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  as  a  wholly  owned  sub¬ 
sidiary  of  The  Texas  Methodist  newspaper  The 
Reporter  maintains  no  official  relationship  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to  any 
of  the  denomination’s  general  boards  or  agen¬ 
cies.  but  does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for 
30  United  Methodist  annual  conferences  which 
publish  special  regional  editions 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221 
Phone:  (214)748-6491 
Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes 

Individual  subscriptions  $6  00  per  year  for 
National  edition:  rates  for  Annual  Conference 
editions  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more 
subscriptions  to  National  edition,  available  upon 
request 

Second  Class  postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas 
POSTMASTEI  '•tease  send  form  3579  to  P  O 
Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75221 


some  and  ruthless  henchmen  of  an 
unfeeling  system  for  others. 

The  style  of  American  law  in  recent 
decades  has  been  to  say  the  evil  done  to 
those  prematurely  forced  into  retirement 
is  justified  by  the  good  done  in  forcing  the 
retirement  of  persons  who  don’t  know 
when  to  quit.  But  do  we  really  have 
evidence  that  the  balance  between  “good 
and  evil”  —  on  which  our  retirement  laws 
are  based— is  tipped  in  this  way? 

When  we  say  we  are  doing  what  is 
“best"  for  older  persons,  are  we  more 
often  not  doing  what  is  most  convenient 
for  ourselves?  It  seems  that  our 
retirement  laws  have  been  written  more 
for  the  convenience  of  the  employer  than 
the  good  of  the  employed.  They  are  often 
used  by  industry  and  the  church  as  giant 
loopholes  to  avoid  dealing  with  individual 
competence  as  it  relates  to  the  aging. 

It  is  precisely  this  treatment  of  persons 
as  an  age  group  rather  than  as 
individuals  that  makes  our  mandatory 
retirement  laws  inherently  wrong.  From 
a  Christian  perspective,  the  worth  and 
uniqueness  of  each  individual  is 
fundamental.  From  a  civil  liberties  point 
of  view,  individual  justice  is  a 
cornerstone  of  our  system  of 
government. 

The  time  is  long  past  when  black 
persons  could  be  denied  jobs  legally  on 
the  basis  of  their  color  and  women  could 
be  denied  positions  legally  just  because 
they  are  women.  We  believe  the  day 
should  come  soon  when  elderly  persons 
will  no  longer  be  denied  jobs  solely  on  the 
basis  of  their  age. 


TM/UMR  Hot  l.inc 

What  are 
largest  UMC 

churches? 

I  would  like  to  see  a  list  of  the  ten 
largest  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States—  meniber- 
shipwise.  Would  you  please  research 
and  publish? 

C.  K,  Madison 
Tyler.  Texas 

From  our  research  of  statistical 
tables  in  1977  annual  conference  jour 
nals,  the  ten  largest  United  Methodist 
congregations  and  their  memberships 
appear  to  be:  First  UMC,  Houston 
11,000+ ;  Highland  Park  UMC,  Dallas! 
8800+ ;  Lovers  Lane  UMC,  Dallas 
7900+ ;  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Oklahoma 
City,  6600+ ;  Boston  Avenue  UMC, 
Tulsa.  6200+ ;  First  UMC,  Richard¬ 
son,  Texas.  5900+ ;  St.  Luke’s  UMC. 
Houston,  5800+ ;  First  UMC,  Fort 
Worth,  5600 +;  First  UMC,  Colorado 
Springs,  5500+ ;  and  First  UMC, 
Dallas,  5500  +  . 

Our  denomination's  largest  congre¬ 
gations  are  in  the  Southwest.  We  don’t 
really  have  an  explanation  for  this 
fact.  If  anyone  knows  of  other  congre¬ 
gations  whose  membership  exceeds 
5500,  please  let  us  know  and  we  will 
make  a  note  of  it. 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 
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AS  SUNPAY  SCHOOL 
TEACHER  SHE 
RENPfRS  A  FINE 
SERVICE 


SOT  WHEN  SHE  SAYS 
MY  FOUR-YEAR-  OU? 
IS  A  TROOBLt 
MAKER;  CHE'S 
CTRAZ.V/ 


By  GEORGE  D.  ALMQUIST 

There  are  walls  today  which  must 
come  down  if  we  are  going  to  discover 
the  meaning  of  the  church  in  mission  and 
in  ministry.  In  wrestling  with  this  issue, 
the  words  that  the  Lord  said  to  Joshua 
(Joshua  6:2-5)  come  to  mind:  “Listen, 
you  shall  (not  may),  you  shall  march 
around  the  city,  all  the  men  of  war  going 
once  each  day  for  six  days  —  seven 
priests  bearing  seven  trumpets  before 
the  ark.  On  the  seventh  day,  march 
around  seven  times  —  sound  the 
trumpets  —  let  the  people  shout  —  let  the 
walls  come  down !  ’  ’ 

Perhaps  these  are  not  words  which  one 
would  use  to  activate  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  Annual 
Conference  Sessions  Committee,  to  say 
anything  of  the  implications  it  has  for  a 
local  church!  Walls  are  built  around 
annual  conferences,  districts  and  local 
churches.  Some  have  been  built  because 
of  theological  stance,  social  concern, 
jealousy,  ethnic  pride  or  by  enterprising 
kingdom  builders.  Other  walls  stand  firm 
to  protect  financial  gain,  vocational 
status,  and  local  identity.  Some  folks  are 
as  walled  out  as  others  are  walled  in.  We 
need  to  listen,  as  Joshua  did,  and  hear 
the  Word  of  the  Lord.  The  walls  must 
come  down ! 

Pastors  and  lay  people  must  realize  a 
sense  of  ministry  to  people  in  geographic 
areas,  understanding  the  boundaries  to 
be  crossed  rather  than  the  walls  which 
divide.  Such  ministry  is  accomplished 
through  cooperation  —  utilizing  the  skills 
of  clergy  and  laity  alike  to  the  greatest 
advantage.  This  process  of  parish 
development  can  provide  a  means  of 
becoming  more  effective  as  a  local 
church  and  it  shall  put  the  principles  of 
United  Methodism’s  connectional  system 
into  action  in  a  more  significant  way, 
experiencing  it  not  only  vertically,  but 
horizontally,  as  well. 

Wide  varieties  of  cooperative 
ministries  are  possible  (see  paragraph 
206,  “Book  of  Discipline”).  The 
creativity  and  inspiration  of  persons  in 
urban  and  suburban  churches,  as  well  as 
in  town  and  country  areas  in  cooperative 
parish  development,  is  most  exciting. 
Persons  who  have  a  call  and  a  vision,  like 
Joshua  of  old,  are  demonstrating  to  us  in 
the  church  today  a  more  effective 
ministry.  The  old  walls  which  once 
divided  are  cracking  and,  in  many  places 
in  our  country,  are  coming  down! 


Abortion  aid  not  neutral  position 


To  the  Editor: 

Surely  my  eyes  deceive  me.  Did  I  just 
read  in  TM/UMR  an  article  concerning 
two  UMW  members  who  challenged  a 
federal  law  restricting  funds  used  for 
abortion?  And  no  editorial  comment? 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  legal  and 
medical  controversy  surrounding  this 
issue.  I’ll  even  admit  that  in  one  case  of 
10,000  abortion  seems  the  only  answer. 
But  —  for  God’s  sake  —  if  the  church 
abdicates  responsibility  in  this  area,  who 
will  take  care  of  the  moral  issues  at 
stake? 

Ms.  Hoover  and  Ms.  Kirby  claim 
“religious  liberty”  concerning  an 
individual’s  right  to  seek  abortion  and 
demand  that  the  “state  .  .  .  remain 
neutral."  How,  may  I  ask,  could 
providing  funds  be  construed  as 
“  “remaining  neutral?  ’’ 

Thirteen  years  ago,  one  week  before 
our  planned  church  wedding,  my  fiance 
and  I  discovered  that  I  was  two  months 
pregnant.  Both  of  our  families  were  well- 
known:  we  were  natives  of  this  small 
east  Texas  town.  The  idea  of  abortion 
crossed  our  minds,  but,  thank  heaven, 
that  "little  operation”  never  took  place. 
Our  “mistake”  presently  serves  as 
patrol  leader  for  his  scout  troop,  makes 
honor  roll  records,  scores  more 
touchdowns  than  anyone  on  his 
championship  team,  invents  exciting 
projects  in  his  labs,  helps  with  younger 
brother  and  sister,  and  generally  brings 
more  joy  and  warmth  to  the  world  than  I 
can  describe.  I  consider  him  a  God-given 
reward  since  I  made  the  “right,”  how¬ 
ever  difficult,  decision. 

Ms.  Hoover  in  her  affidavit,  worries 
that  the  state  can’t  “embody  in  law  one 
particular  religious  or  moral  viewpoint.” 
Yet,  ideas  about  life  seem  pretty  much 
the  same  for  Tao,  the  Bible,  the  Koran 
and  all  of  civilization. 

Ms.  Kirby  expressed  concern  that  the 
Hyde  Amendment  adversely  affects  poor 
women.  Tell  me,  is  it  not  of  utmost 
importance  during  this  critical  era  that, 
while  everybody’s  concerned  about 
everyone's  body  and  convenience,  the 
church,  especially,  should  attempt  to 
help  us  take  care  of  our  souls? 

Joy  Ellis  McLemore 

Longview,  Texas 

‘Thanks  for  reminder’ 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I  read  in  your  April  14  issue  of 
TM/UMR  about  United  Methodist 
Women  leaders  Teressa  Hoover  and 
Ellen  Kirby  challenging  the  legality  and 
constitutionality  of  the  Hyde  Amendment 
that  restricts  federal  funds  for  abortions, 
it  served  a  good  purpose.  It  reminded 
me,  a  UM  lay  leader,  to  pay  my  1978  dues 
to  People  Concerned  for  the  Unborn 
Child. 

John  W.  Darr 

Laughlintown,  Pennsylvania 

Parochial  aid  wrong 

To  the  Editor: 

Tom  and  Lou  Ann  Burke's  letter 
(TM/UMR,  April  14)  in  favor  of  the 
Moynihan-Packwood  tax  credits 


proposal  is  so  far  off  base  that  it  needs 
reply. 

Regardless  of  what  they  feel,  the  U  S. 
Supreme  Court  has  declared  clearly  that 
tax  credits  are  unconstituional.  The 
Burkes  seem  to  ignore  or  did  not  know 
this.  Their  argument  about  the 
separation  of  church  and  state  really 
works  against  them,  for  they  ignore  it  in 
this  case. 

They  misunderstand  tax  credits.  They 
are  far  different  than  tax  deductions 
from  income  for  gifts  made  to  one’s 
church.  Tax  credits  are  really  grants 
made  from  the  federal  treasury.  If  one’s 
taxes  do  not  measure  as  much  as  one's 
tuition,  then  the  difference  is  paid  out  of 
the  federal  treasury. 

This  is  purely  a  tax  for  religion.  The 
public  would  be  paying  for  one’s  religious 
education  after  he  had  turned  away  from 
free  public  education  and  opted  for 
private  and  religious  education. 

A  tax  for  religion  leads  to  a  whole  host 
of  troubles  which  millions  flocked  to  the 
new  world  to  avoid.  Now  the  Burkes  want 
us  to  turn  back  to  these  troubles  of  old 
Europe. 

The  writers  assume  that  people  send 
their  children  to  parochial  schools  to  get 
a  better  education.  Wrong.  They  send 
them  there  to  get  a  definite  sectarian 
education  —  not  necessarily  better  at  all. 

Since  when  is  the  public  responsible  to 
support  two  or  twenty  separate, 
segregated  and  competitive  school 
systems  so  some  can  have  a  “freedom  of 
choice"  in  education?  And  this  on  top  of 
free  public  education? 

If  people  opt  for  private  sectarian 
schools,  it  is  their  responsibility  to  pay 
for  that  choice,  not  the  public’s.  Public 
funds  for  public  schools  only. 

G.  Weir  Hartman 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Tax  payments  equal 

To  the  Editor : 

I  respond  to  Tom  and  Lou  Ann  Burke’s 
April  14  "Letter  to  the  Editor”  opposing 
the  TM/UMR  editorial  “Proposed  tax- 
credit  would  cost  more  than  we  can 
afford  to  pay.” 

This  couple  points  out  that  their  and 
our  tax  deductions  claimed  each  year  as 
contributions  to  the  church  are  federal 
support  of  a  religious  institution.  They 
neglect  to  mention,  however,  that  the 
supporters  of  private  and  parochial 
schools  are  entitled  to  these  same 
deductions. 

At  this  point  all  taxpayers  are  placed  in 
an  even  state  with  regard  to  their 
required  tax  payments. 

The  unevenness  arises  when  cringing 
and  cowering  politicians  (the 
government  as  recognized  by  the 
Burkes)  propose  tax  credits  from  the 
public  till  to  further  the  interest  of 
private  and  parochial  schools.  The 
federal  government  currently  spends 
less  than  $130  per  year  on  each  public 
school  child,  whereas  the  Packwood- 
Moynihan  Bill  would  provide  up  to  $500 
per  year  of  tax  credits  to  families  who 
choose  (freedom  of  choice  about 
schooling  their  youngsters)  to  send  their 


children  to  accredited  schools  other  than 
public  ones. 

The  bill  provides  no  “‘freedom  of 
choice”  for  the  general  public  to  escape 
sharing  the  costs  of  the  aforementioned 
selfish  choosers.  The  Packwood- 
Moynihan  Bill  should  be  soundly 
defeated  when  it  comes  to  a  Senate  vote. 

Will  B.  Frank 
Oakland,  California 

TV  education  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  April  7  editorial  you  advocated 
some  methods  of  changing  the 
exploitation  of  sex  on  television.  I  agree 
basically  with  the  three  methods  listed,, 
but  I  must  ask  you  to  consider  a  fourth  — 
that  is  an  educational  effort  for  the 
individual  watching  television. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  an 
excellent  program  for  different  age 
levels  which  makes  an  effort  at 
individualized,  non-judgmental 
education  of  human  sexuality  from  a 
Christian  perspective.  Hopefully, 
churches  would  utilize  this  program  in 
their  congregation;  very  few  have. 

A  majority  of  the  conferences  in  the 
United  States  have  leaders  who  are 
certified  to  facilitate  this  course.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  this  fourth  method  might  be 
more  important  than  the  other  three. 

Gus  Guthrie 
F  ort  Worth,  Texas 

Be  patient,  and  wait 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God,  and  Mrs.  Pat  Sites,  for  her 
article  in  the  April  14  issue  of  TM/UMR.  I 
can’t  reach  the  point  when  I’m  thankful 
for  pain,  suffering,  and  the  helpless 
feeling  which  arthritis  causes.  Instead,  I 
try  to  believe  “this  too  shall  pass.”  I  am 
thankful  after  the  pain  goes  away!  Later, 
when  it  strikes  again  I  can  believe  “this 
too  shall  pass." 

During  many  rough  crossings,  painful 
disappointments,  hard  decisions,  I  have 
reached  out  for  the  Hand  of  the  guide 
whom  I  trust,  and  repeated:  "In  all  thy 
ways  acknowledge  Him  and  He  shall 
direct  thy  paths.”  Then,  afterward,  when 
looking  back,  I  have  discovered  that  1 
received  a  blessing  which  I  had  not  asked 
for.  I  then  have  a  genuine  feeling  of 
thanksgiving.  I  do  not  have  to  force  a 
spirit  of  thankfulness  for  the  pain  or  for 
the  tough  decision,  or  the  cruel 
disappointment. 

I’m  looking  inward  for  the  blessing  I 
feel  sure  God  will  send  me,  now  that  I'm 
losing  my  eyesight  because  of  cataracts. 

I  remember  well  the  many  passages  of 
Scripture  which  I  memorized  as  a  child 
and  over  these  many  years  when  I  was 
reading  well.  The  words  of  truth  are 
stored  in  my  memory  bank  and  are 
available  on  demand.  I  have  other 
memories  which  are  healing  and  fruitful 
for  cleansing  power.  There  are  times 
when  friends  have  come  to  help  me  make 
hard  decisions,  like  finding  an  apartment 
when  I  was  in  need  of  one. 

I  feel  sure  that  this  trial  will  be  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  for  my  personal  benefit. 

I  will  be  patient  and  wait  on  the  Lord. 

Lillian  N.  Walden 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


Cooperative  parish  ministry,  utilizing 
the  skills  of  a  team  approach  to  persons 
in  geographic  areas,  is  a  most  satisfying 
and  challenging  ministry  today.  Joshua 
and  his  team  followed  the  call  around  the 
city  walls  and  as  the  modern  “Joshuas" 
assemble  their  teams  to  hear  and  follow 
the  instructions  of  the  Lord,  the  walls  will 
come  down!  Let  the  walls  disintegrate! 

With  the  walls  down,  a  person  with 
skills  in  directing  a  cooperative  parish 
could  be  transferred,  with  ease,  from  one 
annual  conference  to  another.  Local 
churches  within  city,  town  or  country 
areas  would  begin  to  look  at  common 
ministries,  seeking  ways  to  cooperate 
rather  than  to  be  in  competition  with 


neighboring  churches.  The  benefits  to  the 
local  church,  a  district,  conference  or 
jurisdiction  are  far-reaching.  We  must: 
find  better  methods  to  utilize  our  vast: 
resources  in  the  United  Methodist: 
Church.  We  have  the  connectional: 
structure;  some  walls  need  to  come  down: 
for  it  to  function  more  effectively  at  each 
level  of  the  church.  The  mission  and 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  can  be  a  vital 
moment  once  again  as  the  church 
rediscovers  its  purpose  for  our  age. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
George  D.  Almquist,  is  area 
superintendent  of  parish  development 
for  the  Kansas  Area.  He  lives  in  Salina, 
Kansas. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


‘Please  Love  Me’— 
for  lives  ‘turned  gray’ 


Mr.  Dunnam 

If  you  ever  feel  deep  loneliness,  or  a 
sense  of  isolation  from  other  people  and 
from  God,  then  you  will  likely  identify 
with  “Please  Love  Me,”  a  new  book  by 
Keith  Miller. 

“Please  Love  Me”  is  the  story  of  one 
woman’s  search  for  intimate 
relationships,  and  the  many  dead  ends 
she  encountered  in  her  search. 

The  story  is  written  in  the  first  person 
based  on  the  author’s  conversations  with 
Hedy  Robinson.  Although  true,  her  story 
is  told  more  in  the  style  of  a  novel. 
Although  the  writing  style  is  too  wordy 
and  repetitive  for  my  reading  taste,  the 
story  itself  is  compelling. 

Following  an  automobile  accident 
which  left  her  paralyzed  and  almost 
dead,  Hedy  retraces  her  life  leading  up  to 
this  incident:  a  broken  home  where  she 
received  inadequate  love,  a  premature 
entrance  into  the  adult  world  of  modeling 
and  acting,  a  traumatic  rape  experience, 
an  unfulfilling  marriage  which  ended  in 
divorce,  a  dramatic  religious 
experience,  and  then  an  ongoing  struggle 
to  attain  physical,  emotional  and 
spiritual  wholeness. 

In  many  respects  Hedy’s  story  is  like  a 
soap  opera.  Every  momentary  triumph 
is  followed  by  some  new  setback.  In  less 
dramatic  terms,  perhaps,  her  story  is 
also  the  reader’s  story.  The  common 
thread  which  runs  throughout  her  story 
is  a  desperate  desire  for  love  and 
intimacy  coupled  with  a  desperate  fear 
of  being  rejected  if  she  reveals  her  inner 
self  to  others.  So  instead  of  developing 
meaningful  interpersonal  relationships, 
Hedy  constantly  acts  out  a  role  designed 
to  elicit  the  approval  of  people  around 
her. 

Even  following  her  religious 
conversion,  Hedy  soon  finds  herself 
falling  into  the  same  pattern:  she 
becomes  so  engaged  in  sharing  her 
dramatic  witness  of  faith  at  religious 
gatherings  that  she  soon  finds  herself  on 
a  pedestal,  feeling  lonely  and  alienated 
from  God  and  His  purpose  for  her  life. 
And  she  discovers  the  phoniness  of 
religion  in  which  followers  of  Christ 
purport  to  live  “the  victorious  life” 
devoid  of  ongoing  human  problems. 

The  book  ends  with  Hedy’s  discovery 
that  she  can  attain  intimacy  only  if  she  is 
willing  to  reveal  her  desires,  hopes  and 
fears  honestly  —  and  vulnerably  —  to 
God  and  to  other  people. 

If  “Please  Love  Me"  addresses  the 
need  of  individuals  to  experience  love,  it 
also  addresses  the  church’s  need  to  be  a 
loving  community  of  redeemed  sinners. 
In  a  recent  gathering  where  he  talked 
about  “Please  Love  Me,”  Keith  Miller 
said:  “We’re  incredibly  unreal  in  most  of 


our  churches.  We  are  tight  and  inhibited, 
and  afraid  to  be  honest  with  one  another 
about  ourselves.” 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  one  way  of 
interpreting  the  Genesis  story  of  creation 
is  that  Adam  and  Eve  originally  enjoyed 
intimacy  (relating  with  nothing  to  hide) 
with  each  other  and  with  God.  This 
intimacy  was  destroyed  by  their  sin,  and 
“what  has  been  needed  ever  since  is  a 
healing  restoration  of  intimacy  in  our 
relationships.  Jesus’  thrust  was  healing, 
as  contrasted  with  the  religious  head 
trips  to  which  people  had  become 
accustomed.  People  in  the  church  today 
claim  to  have  found  new  life  in  Jesus 
Christ,  yet  we  keep  Him  all  wrapped  upi 
Our  job  is  to  try  and  unwrap  Him  to 
provide  healing  release  and  permission 
for  people  to  be  themselves,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Miller  said  he  has  been  asked  “Do 
you  think  it’s  safe  to  be  honest  in  the 
church?”  Although  there  is  always  risk 
involved,  he  said,  we  really  have  no 
choice  as  Christians  but  to  try  to  be 
honest  with  God,  with  ourselves  and  with 
each  other.  “I  thank  God  that  He  builds 
His  kingdom  out  of  broken  pieces  like 
us.” 

Mr.  Miller  said  that  at  the  time  he  met 
Hedy  Robinson,  his  own  life  had  “turned 
gray.”  He  found  himself  afraid  to  trust 
God  with  the  totality  of  his  life  and, 
consequently,  he  had  become  afraid  of 
honest  human  relationships.  He  said  his 
encounter  with  Hedy  and  her  story  had 
changed  his  life  and  caused  him  to 
discover  with  her  “that  God’s  gift  is  not 
success  but  rather  the  amazing  hope 
which  comes  through  trusting  Him  with 
the  outcome  of  our  relationships  and  our 
lives  —  the  knowledge  that  He  will  be 
with  us  all  the  way,  teaching  and  healing 
us  whatever  happens  —  as  we  search  for 
intimacy  with  Him  and  each  other.” 

And  his  encounter  with  Hedy  brought 
him  to  see  the  need  for  the  church  to  be 
"a  fellowship  of  risking,  open  people  who 
want  to  quit  playing  games  and  to  make 
a  place  for  all  the  lost  and  searching 
Hedys  —  male  and  female  —  all  over  the 
world  who  are  crying  out  “Please  love 
me!’  in  the  midst  of  loneliness  and  the 
fear  of  being  known.  ” 

If  you  are  generally  satisfied  with  your 
life  and  the  quality  of  your  relationships, 
you  are  not  likely  to  consider  “Please 
Love  Me”  worth  the  investment  of  $8.95 
and  several  hours  reading  time. 
However,  I  consider  the  book  a 
worthwhile  reading  resource  for  anyone 
whose  life  has  “turned  gray,"  and  who 
wants  to  gain  insight  into  factors  which 
do  and  do  not  contribute  to  fulfilling 
relationships. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


A  ttend  Summer  School  at 

The  Iliff  School  of  Theology 

DENVER  ASPEN 

Classes  for  laity  and  clergy.  First  time  this  summer  -- 
classes  designed  for  the  Certification  Studies 
for  the  Diaconal  Ministry 


In  addition  to  Iliff’s  faculty,  visiting  professors  this  summer  will  include: 
Richard  A.  Hunt.  Elaine  H.  Pagels.  Peggy  Ann  Way.  Ronald  E.  Sleeth,  James 
L.  Crenshaw.  William  J.  Hynes.  James  T.  Richardson,  Frederick  A.  Norwood. 
Francine  Quaglio,  Preston  N.  Williams,  Jacob  Neusner,  Oswald  Ragatz, 
William  L.  Malcomson.  John  H  Westerhoff,  Lance  Webb.  James  F. 
Brensnahan.  J.  Edward  Carothers.  Beverly  and  James  Harrison.  James 
Galvin.  James  E.  Will.  Bernice  and  David  Martin.  Carrol  D.  McLaughlin,  and 
Robert  Jewett. 


Aspen  Studies 

A  unique  opportunity  to  combine 
serious  study  and  a  mountain 
vacation.  Classes  open  to  both  lay 
and  clergy  persons. 

Aspen  Schedule 
July  17-21  “Images  of  Human 
Nature” 

Julv  24-28  “Aging  and  the  Cycle  of 
Life” 

July  31-Aug.  4  "Law.  Ethics,  and 
Social  Justice" 

Aug.  7-11  “Music  and  the  Quest  for 
Meaning." 

Special  For  1 978— Youth  Seminar,  June  1 2-1 6 


Denver  Schedule 

More  than  35  courses  to  choose 
from,  with  some  for  one  week, 
some  two  weeks,  and  some  four 
weeks.  New  this  year  —  United 
Methodist  courses  for  certification 
and  diaconal  ministry. 

July  17-Aug.  11:  History  & 

Doctrine 

July  17-28 :  Foundations  for  Church 
Education 

July  31-Aug.  11:  Church  Liturgy 
and  Music 


Detach  and  mail  today  for  more  information 

The  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  2201  S.  University  Blvd.,  Denver,  CO  80210 


_  Complete  Summer  Catalog 
_  Iliff  At  Aspen 


—  Ring  Lake  Ranch 

—  Youth  Seminar 


Street  Address . 


.  City . 


.  State  . 


-  Zip . 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Has  hosted  1  million  visitors 


Upper  Room  Chapel  turns  25 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  “I  am  never  really 
prepared  for  the  positive  impact  a  visit  to 
The  Upper  Room  Chapel  has  on  people," 
says  the  hostess  of  the  United  Methodist 
chapel  here  that  celebrated  its  25th 
anniversary  this  week. 

Helen  Langford  has  been  conducting 
groups  and  individuals  through  the 
chapel  since  1970.  More  than  one  million 
people  have  visited  it  in  just  the  last  five 
years.  She  says  the  effect  on  people  may 
be  due  to  The  Upper  Room's  emphasis  on 
prayer  and  worship  as  well  as  the  beauty 
and  dignity  of  the  chapel  itself.  The  visit 
to  the  chapel  certainly  is  a  change  of 
pace  from  the  country  music  tours  or 
even  the  historical  tours  of  Nashville," 
she  believes. 

“We  take  groups  through  every  15 
minutes,”  Mrs.  Langford  says.  “They 
not  only  get  an  interpretation  of  the 
chapel  but  also  a  brief  understanding  of 
The  Upper  Room’s  world-wide 
interdenominational  prayer  ministry. 
During  peak  seasons  we  add  eight  to  12 
part-time  staff  persons  just  to  handle  the 
crowds.” 

About  50  percent  of  the  visitors  each 
year  are  brought  by  tour  companies,  she 
says.  Church  groups  comprise  30  percent 
and  individual  families  the  remaining  20 
percent. 

The  attendance  record  was  set  during 
the  Bicentennial  year  of  1976  with  261,000 
visiting.  Mrs.  Langford  says  last  year 
brought  231,000.  July  and  August  are  the 
busiest  months  overall  with  October  the 
top  month  for  senior  citizens’  tours. 
Church  groups  come  especially  during 
Lent  and  the  summer,  she  adds. 

Housed  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
Denman  Building  at  1908  Grand  Ave.,  the 
chapel’s  most  famous  feature  is  above 
the  altar-table  —  an  eight  by  17  foot  lime- 
wood  and  walnut  carving  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci’s  “Last  Supper.’’ Carved  by  Ernest 
Pellegrini,  who  also  produced  the 
reredos  (wall  behind  the  altar)  in  First 
UMC,  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  in  the  chapels 
at  Duke  University  and  Princeton 
University,  the  work  of  art  took  14 
months  to  complete  and  more  than  50 
workers  to  assist  in  the  modeling, 
carving  and  production. 

The  175-seat  chapel  opened  in  1953.  It 
was  the  brainchild  of  two  persons:  J. 
Manning  Potts,  who  was  editor  of  “The 
Upper  Room"  devotional  guide  from 
1948-1967,  and  Harry  Denman,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism  of 
the  former  Methodist  Church  from  1939- 
1965. 

In  1959  the  World  Christian  Fellowship 
stained-glass  window  was  installed. 
Twenty  feeThigh  and  eight  feet  wide  with 
more  thari'^.ObO  pieces  of  stained  glass, 
the  window  tells  the  story  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  coming  upon  the  disciples 
gathered  in  the  upper  room  and  other 
events  following  Pentecost. 

Artist  Ralph  Ohmer  of  D’Ascenzo 
Studios  in  Philadelphia,  placed  more 
than  109  human  figures  in  the  window. 
Ringed  about  the  biblical  events  in  the 
center  are  the  “heroes  of  the  faith"  — 
persons  such  as  John  and  Charles 
Wesley,  Florence  Nightingale,  George 
Washington  Carver  and  John  R.  Mott, 
the  layman  of  this  century  who  founded 
Christian  youth  and  ecumenical 
movements. 

The  chapel  is  not  only  a  place  to  visit,  it 
is  a  place  of  worship,  says  the  Rev. 
Maurice  King,  dean  of  the  chapel  for  the 
last  10  years.  “Worship  services  are  held 
each  Wednesday  morning  tor  persons  in 
the  United  Methodist  buildings  around 
here.  Speakers  range  from  local  to 
national  and  international  fame.  Billy 
Graham,  Martin  Luther  King  Sr.  and 
Alan  Walker,  the  Australian  Methodist 
evangelist,  have  been  some  of  our 
speakers." 

Holy  Communion  is  offered  all  day  Ash 
Wednesday  and  for  25  years  the 
sacrament  has  been  offered  at  a  “Year’s 
End"  service  at  which  persons  pray  for 
world  peace,  he  says. 


Helen  Langford  hands  copies  of  "The  Upper  Room”  devotional  guide  to 
visitors  who  have  come  from  a  tour  bus  to  see  The  Upper  Room  Chapel.  More 
than  one  million  persons  have  visited  the  chapel  in  the  last  five  years. 


A  detail  of  the  wood  carving  by  Ernest  Pellegrini  shows  Jesus  at  the  Last 
Supper,  modeled  after  the  famous  painting  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci.  The  three 
disciples  to  the  right  are  James  the  Greater,  Thomas  and  Philip  —  responding  to 
Jesus’  statement  that  one  of  the  disciples  would  betray  him — saying  "Is  it  I. 
Lord?"  (Matt.  26:22)  The  figures  are  carved  from  lime-wood  on  a  background  of 
walnut  and  painted  with  light,  delicate  colors. 

Asked  what  is  the  most  significant  in  the  neighborhood.  The  chapel  is  a 
thing  that  happens  at  the  chapel,  Mr.  place  to  steal  away  from  the  rush,  rush  of 
King  replies,  "Things  we  don’t  know  society  and  get  our  act  together.  In  a 
about.  People  passing  by  slip  into  the  quiet  place  of  meditation,  significant 
open  chapel  for  prayer  —  a  student  at  things  happen." 

Vanderbilt,  a  doctor  downtown,  a  woman 


Visitors  in  the  dimly-lit  chapel  pause  to  gaze  at  the 
beautifully  carved  reredos  of  the  Last  Supper.  The  chancel 
is  a  reproduction  of  the  room  in  the  picture  with  the  ceiling, 


tapestries  on  the  wall  and  floor  similar.  Even  the  table 
which  serves  as  an  altar  is  a  reproduction  of  the  table  in  the 
carving.  photos  by  ci.ydkciiksni'TT 
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Charity  faces  tough  times 

Christian  fund-raisers  debate  appeals  to  donors 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  "Tough  times  ahead"  were 
predicted  for  all  charitable  organizations 
in  the  ’80s  at  the  biennial  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Conference  on  Christian 
Philanthropy  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  Commission  on 
Stewardship  here,  April  11-14. 

The  “constant  and  continuing  assault 
on  charitable  giving  by  the  federal 
government,”  an  upcoming  donor 
generation  which  was  alienated  from  the 
church  and  higher  education  in  the  ’60s, 
and  controversial  church  positions  were 
identified  as  three  of  the  reasons  the 
scramble  for  donor  dollars  will  be 
tougher.  Other  reasons  cited  were 
inflation  and  selective  giving. 

With  dollars  for  church  foundations, 
hospitals,  homes,  theological  schools  and 
colleges  expected  to  be  harder  to  come 
by,  over  200  fund-raisers  were  told  their 
appeals  to  donors  could  take  either  the 
“high  road"  or  the  "low  road."  While 
several  speakers  urged  that  appeals  be 
made  only  to  the  “noblest  motivations,” 
others  called  that  approach  “verbal 
garbage.” 

"What’s  wrong  with  helping  a  person 
solve  his  tax  problem?"  asked  J.  Roger 
Miller,  the  president  of  Millikin 
University  in  Decatur,  Ill.,  a  school 
which  has  just  completed  a  $12  million 
capital  funds  drive  a  year  ahead  of 
schedule. 

Different  levels 

He  said  donors  operate  at  different 
levels  of  motivation  and  the  key  is  to 
identify  what  psychological  benefits  will 
match  the  donor’s  need  and  then  fulfill 
that  expectation. 

“We  talk  nobler  than  we  act,"  Mr. 
Miller  charged  and  said  it  was  not  his 
business  to  ask  if  the  money  is  tainted  or 
to  question  the  giver's  motivation  unless 
there  are  strings  attached  that  are  in 
direct  conflict  with  the  school’s  goals  and 
philosophy. 

The  Rev.  Ernest  T.  Campbell,  a 
Presbyterian  minister-at-large  who  gave 
three  sermons  on  stewardship  (see 
related  article),  said  he  recognized  that 
“we  are  outside  Eden  and  that  there  are 
no  ‘pure’  motives  for  giving.  "  Would  any 
vast  fortune  withstand  ethical  scrutiny, 
he  asked?  But  he  pleaded:  “don’t  mani¬ 
pulate  people  by  appealing  to  their 
lowest  possible  interests.” 

By  his  definition  the  lowest  possible 
interest  is  self-seeking  aggrandizement 
through  charitable  gifts. 

One  trend  making  fund-raising  more 
difficult  is  the  church’s  making  pro¬ 
nouncements  on,  and  increasing  involve¬ 
ment  in,  controversial  questions,  a 
philanthropist  told  participants. 

Gaylord  Donnelly,  chairman  of  R.  R. 
Donnelly  &  Sons  Co.,  Chicago,  the 
nation's  largest  printing  firm,  said  "no 
one  wants  the  church  to  duck  the  issues." 
He  said,  “I  fully  support  the  churches 
taking  positions  on  broad  moral 
questions  such  as  peace  and  equal  rights. 
Further,  the  church  should  foster 
discussion  on  all  aspects  of  the  issues 
facing  us. 

“But  I  question  the  church’s 
competency  to  come  down  in  every  case 
on  specifics.  I  don't  believe  the  church 
has  the  expertise  on  every  issue  and  I 
don’t  want  the  church  to  make  up  my 
mind;  that’s  my  responsibility.  There 
are  always  two  sides  and  when  an 
institution  chooses  one  side  it  alienates 
the  other." 

While  Dr.  Campbell  said  he  basically 
agreed  with  Mr.  Donnelly’s  position,  he 
also  said  there  is  a  danger  in  turning  all 
the  great  public  issues  over  to  “the 
experts.”  This  “demoralizing"  of  the 
issues  would  leave  the  church  to 
ruminate  about  flowers  and  children,  he 
said. 

Dr.  Campbell  contended  that  the 
churches  must  maintain  the  right  to 
ventilate  great  public  issues  "in  a  moral 
context."  He  said  this  requires  that 
churches  program  “up"  to  meet 
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controversy  in  ways  that  forward  the 
discussion  rather  than  programming 
“down"  to  the  lowest  common 
denominator. 

The  president  of  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary,  Dr.  James  I.  McCord,  said  he 
thinks  what  laypersons  resent  most 
about  clergy  on  this  subject  is  "our 
seeming  arrogance.  "  He  said,  "Having  a 
pronouncement  in  the  desk  drawer  on 
every  conceivable  issue  can  be  a  mark  of 
moral  inertia  and  insensitivity  rather 
than  that  of  a  ‘listening^church’.  " 

Mr.  Donnelly  said  the  controversial 
issues  apt  to  make  fund-raisers  jobs 
more  difficult  today  because  of  church 
pronouncements  include:  the  ERA 
amendment  and  boycott,  repeal  of 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Because  of  the  Gospel 
message,  Christian  philanthropy  should 
have  a  different,  "higher”  motivation 
but  frequently  it  simply  blesses  the 
popular  sin  of  fanatical  acquisitiveness, 
participants  at  a  conference  on 
charitable  giving  were  told  here  in  mid- 
April.  (See  related  article.) 

The  Rev.  Ernest  T.  Campbell  of  New 
York,  who  preached  a  series  of  three 
sermons  on  stewardship,  charged  that 
"acquisitiveness  is  a  sin  which  is  in  very 
good  standing"  today. 

Dr.  Campbell  said  that  while  a  person 
exhibiting  comparable,  excessive 
behavior  in  sexual  conduct  would  be 
called  a  lecher  or  womanizer,  the  person 
amassing  surplus  wealth  at  the  expense 
of  health,  sociability,  family  and  even 
life  itself  is  “instead  honored,  consulted 
and  lionized." 

He  said  the  Christian  ministry  is  often 
an  accomplice  in  providing  the  “blessing 
of  heaven"  on  these  acquisitive 
activities. 

Dr.  Campbell  said  that  out  of  a  human 
being’s  awareness  of  death  comes  a 
“drivenness"  for  possessions  and  a 
search  for  self-perpetuation.  He  said  that 
a  human  being’s  fundamental  moti¬ 
vating  drive  is  not  sex,  as  proposed  by 
Freud,  but  the  drive  to  immortalize  or 
extend  oneself.  “What  man  fears  most  is 
extinction  with  insignificance." 

The  "low  road"  in  philanthropy  is  the 
exploitation  of  this  human  hunger  for 
immortality  —  “stroking  the  rich  with 
the  promise  that  their  name  will  live  on 

UM  office 
for  deferred 
giving  urged 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodist  fund¬ 
raisers  and  development  officers 
complained  here  recently  that  the 
denomination  has  a  church-wide  office 
for  almost  everything  but  deferred 
giving. 

Dowain  V.  McKiou  of  the  Southern 
Illinois  conference  told  a  group  of  United 
Methodists  who  met  here  while  attending 
the  North  American  Conference  on 
Christian  Philanthropy,  that  he  believes 
the  church  will  look  to  planned  giving 
sources  to  support  a  sizable  chunk  of  its 
ministries  in  the  future.  To  do  that 
effectively  will  require  a  national  office 
with  one  or  two  staff  persons  who  could 
provide  coordination  and  basic 
information  for  the  dozens  of  foundation 
and  development  persons  working  for  the 
church. 

A.  A.  Wright  of  Los  Angeles,  who  heads 
up  an  association  of  annual  conference 
foundation  administrators,  said  that 
since  the  1960  General  Conference 
soundly  defeated  the  notion  of 
establishing  a  church-wide  foundation, 
everyone  has  sort  of  just  gone  their  own 
way.  The  gathering  here  was  a  “first" 
for  United  Methodists  related  to  diverse 
organizations. 


Section  14-B  of  the  Taft-Hartley  law, 
pressure  on  U.S.  firms  to  divest 
themselves  of  operations  in  South  Africa, 
the  Panama  Canal  treaties,  the  B-l 
bomber,  limited  tax  deductibility  for 
contributions  and  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals. 

‘Salami  tactics’ 

“Salami  tactics"  are  taking  away  tax 
incentives  for  donors  “slice-by-slice," 
another  tax  expert  in  the  field  of 
philanthropy  told  the  conference  partici¬ 
pants. 

Conrad  Teitell  of  New  York  said  that 
since  the  1970  tax  reforms,  only  50 
percent  of  the  population  had  a  tax 
incentive  to  give. 


through  the  gifts  they  give  to  our 
institutions.” 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  the  Gospel 
message.  “Jesus  came  to  tell  us  our  lives 
matter  to  God;  that  God  has  already 
given  us  cosmic  significance  as  we  are 
called  children  of  God.  We  are  made 
large  by  membership  in  that  already 
created  by  God.  We  don’t  give  in  order  to 
gain  or  for  symbols  of  prestige;  we  give 
because  we  have  already  received.  We 
give  not  to  become  immortalized  but 
because  we  have  already  been 
immortalized  through  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
glory  of  Almighty  God,"  Dr.  Campbell 
said. 

"It  can’t  be  said  of  either  Exxon,  IBM, 
the  Dallas  Cowboys,  Broadway,  the 
USSR  or  the  USA  that  they  were  in  the 
beginning,  are  now  and  ever  shall  be, 
world  without  end.  The  “Gloria"  is  a 
constant  reminder  that  the  only  reality  to 
fit  that  description  is  God.  The  joy 
beyond  all  joys  is  that  we  belong  to 
another,  "  he  said. 

The  Christian  approach  to  stewardship 
ought  to  convince  people  they  need  not 
extend  themselves  through  possessions, 
first  of  all.  And,  second,  persons  can 
have  a  share  in  God’s  venture  —  a 
partnership  in  that  which  is  greater  than 
themselves,  the  former  minister  of 
Riverside  Church  in  New  York  City  said. 

An  even  greater  issue  that  local 
congregations  and  members  of  churches 
need  to  face  is  the  matter  of  disposable 
income.  “We  re  just  playing  games  when 
we  talk  percentages  in  giving.  The  real 
question  is  how  to  decide  how  much  one 
has  the  right  to  keep  and  what  factors 
should  go  into  making  that  decision. 
Those  of  us  who  claim  the  Nazarene  have 
to  seriously  examine  our  lifestyle.  I 
believe  God  is  moving  us  in  the  direction 
of  the  need  to  travel  light.  ’  ’ 

In  a  third  sermon  he  said  "men  and 
women  today  are  in  search  of 
trustworthy  connections,  to  legitimate 
human  needs"  and  the  church  has  the 
enormous  responsibility  to  be  “trust¬ 
worthy." 

Overall,  he  said  he  is  convinced  there 
is  too  large  an  investment  in  buildings 
and  ecclesiastical  maintenance  and  too 
little  invested  in  people  —  especially 
those  people  who  are  "big  with  God"  — 
the  weak,  the  halt,  the  maimed,  the 
blind,  the  hungry  and  thirsty. 

'  The  poor  of  the  earth  are  not  simply 
an  economic  problem  for  Jimmy  Carter 
but  have  primary  significance  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God,”  Dr.  Campbell  said.  He 
said  John  Calvin,  the  Reformer,  was 
right  in  saying  that  the  Pope  is  not 
Christ’s  deputy  on  earth,  but  that  the 
poor  are.  Christ  said  they  have  the  task 
of  reminding  the  rich  that  the  poor  are 
still  hungry  and  cold. 

The  question  of  "trustworthiness" 
arises  particularly  when  the  church  sets 
out  to  do  good  and  the  project  goes  awry. 
He  said  the  church  so  often  seems  unable 
to  correct  a  wrong  course,  using  the 
excuse  “  but  we  had  good  intentions .  ’ ' 

He  said  |one  example  is  in  church 
homes  for  the  aging  which  in  their 
operating  policies  are  often  a  degrading 
denial  of  what  the  church  believes  about 
the  value  of  older  people  and  a 
meaningful  life. 


Acquisitiveness  called 
6 ‘sin  in  good  standing 5 


ALBUQUERQUE  (UMC)  -  The  Rev. 
Raymond  G.  Baines  of  Tempe,  Ariz.,  a 
former  “ombudsman"  for  Native 
Americans  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  been  elected  executive 
director  of  a  recently  organized 
committee  charged  with  studying  Native 
American  ministries  in  the 
denomination. 

During  its  second 
meeting  here  April 
14-15,  the  21- 
member  commit¬ 
tee  also  drew  up  a 
job  description  for 
an  associate  di¬ 
rector  and  estab¬ 
lished  Phoenix  as 
headquarters  for 
the  staff.  Findings 
of  the  committee 
will  be  reported  to  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

Approximately  20,000  Native 
Americans  are  members  in  the  nine 
million  member  denomination,  about 
8,000  of  whom  are  members  of  99 
churches  in  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference. 

Mr.  Baines,  a  member  of  the  Alaskan 
Tlingit  tribe,  served  from  1971  to  1974  as 
ombudsman  for  Native  Americans,  a 
position  funded  by  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  and  directed  by  a 
National  American  Indian  Committee. 
He  is  a  ministerial  member  of  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference 


Classified 

RATE  SO  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser* 

tion  $12  SO  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  St  per  insertion. 

WANTED  -  BOOKS  on  the  Methodist  Church  and  its 
leaders,  Wesley,  John  and  Charles,  etc.  Will  buy 
single  items  or  collections  Also  sale  lists  available. 
George  Zimmerman,  Box  488,  Lindenhurst,  N  Y 

11757. 

CALICO  CUPBOARD  RECIPES.  Over  250  of  our 

favonte  recipes  in  a  pretty  cookbook  $3.75.  Maple 
Grove  United  Methodist  Women,  Route  3,  Osseo. 

MOLLER  ORGAN  CONSOLE,  3  manual,  50  years 
old,  available  at  best  offer.  Interested  parties  write 
Rev  Eric  King,  Saranac  Lake,  N  Y.  12983. 

FOR  SALE  BALDWIN  electronic  organ,  model 
4CL,  transistors,  1969.  Two  full  manuals,  radiating 
pedalboard,  tone  cabinet.  Good  condition  Call  (413) 
584-5935 

GOD’S  CREATION  celebrated  in  my  classic 
photograph  entitled  “LEAF."  Each  print  in  this 
limited  edition  is  ac  original  handmade 
enlargement.  1  personally  make,  number  and  sign 
each  beautiful  sepia  print  A  lifetime  of  beauty  —  a 
solid  investment.  Size  11x14.  Price  $19.50.  Send  check 
or  money  order  to  Hurshel  Farrow,  P.0  Box  874, 
Lake  Dallas,  Tex  75085.  Absolute  satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT  WANTED:  Full  lime 
position  in  Southeastern  New  Mexico  church  Will 
guide  total  education  program  Good  opportunity 
for  a  couple  who  both  want  work  Experience  neces- 
sary.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev  W  W  Hutch¬ 
inson,  First  . United  Methodist  Church,  P  O  Box  499. 
Artesia.  N  M  88210. 

DIACONAL  MINISTER  Expanding  downtown 

church.  Responsibilities  in  program,  education, 
youth  and  evangelism.  Team  ministry.  Housing 
furnished.  Supply  resume,  picture,  statement  of 
belief,  salary  expectations  Rev  Robert  Dickerson, 
First  UMC,  6  E  Wright  Pensacola,  Fla  32501 

METHODIST  MINISTER  seeking  staff  position  as 

Minister  of  Evangelism  M.A.  degree  in  evangelism, 
certified,  ordained,  experienced  and  married.  Write 
TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076-MM,  Dallas.  Tex.  75221. 

AMAZING  OFFER:  Beautiful  Bible  Cassette 
Albums  (KJV)  Narrated  by  Alexander  Scourby 

N  T  $17.50  (1  vol.)  O.T.  $59  50  (  4  vol),  Complete 
Bible  $74.50  (5  vol. ).  12  cassettes  per  volume  in  vinyl 
album.  Shipped  postpaid.  Send  check  to  Heritage 
Audio,  313  N  8th,  McAllen.  Tex.  78501. 

WANTED:  ELECTRIC  TRAINS:  Lionel  - 
American  Flyer  Send  numbers  and  description  for  a 
fair  price  to:  Rev.  David  Bloor,  420  E.  3rd  St., 
Uhrichsville,  Ohio,  44683 

THE  BEST  OF  BIBLE  LANDS  &  ENGLAND,  Oct. 

18-Nov  3.  Small  group  with  an  exciting  itinerary: 

16-DAY  UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR 
of  England.  Scotland.  Wales  departing  July  10 
Ireland  option  Brochure  from  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Tours.  Box  11351.  Ft  Worth,  Tex  76109 

reopening  service  of  Wesley's  Chapel  Bishop  Paul 

W  MUhouse,  Resource  Leader  ;  Dr  M  Douglas 
Fleming,  Tour  Host.  For  details  write  Dr  Fleming, 
Box  833,  Aitus,  Okla.  73521. 

FOR  SALE:  CROSSES  Confirmand's  award  6x10  — 
$3.75,  Classroom,  family  10x18  -  $7.50;  Pendant, 
$2.00  Specials  to  order  Write  Merrill  Gates.  75711 
Olesen  Drive,  Naperville,  Ill  60540 

UNITED  METHODIST  RADIO  SERVICE  each 
Sunday  evening  at  8:00  (Eastern  time)  from  Hyde 
Park  Community  Church.  Cincinnati,  Rev  Emerson 
Colaw  preaching  Clear-channel  station,  1530 

METHODIST  CHURCH  AUSTRALIAN  Christian 
gentleman,  single,  own  comfortable  home,  meet 
refined,  American  Christian  lady,  single,  tall,  age 
39-49,  well-educated,  non-smoker,  non-drinker, 
activities,  church  interest,  driver  licensed,  photo- 
graph  appreciated,  friendship  possible  then 
marriage  Strictest  confidence:  Letters  write:  Mr 

K  J  Terrey.  25  Greengate  Road.  Killara,  N.S.W  2071 
Australia 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  PART  TIME  Full  time 

summer  youth  program.  Music  experience  desired 
Develop  diversified  creative  programs  College  (713) 
946-1533  Wnte  Rev.  Edwin  Willis,  Cokesbury,  10610 
Kingspoint,  Houston,  77075. 

EDUCATION  ASSISTANT  for  1500-member  U  M  C. 

in  Western  St.  Louis  metropolitan  area  Position 
open  to  lay  or  clergy  Send  resume  to  Box  1076-T, 
TM/UMR,  Dallas,  Tex  75221 
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Model  may  be  hope 
for  small  churches 

**  By  MARJ  MATTHAEI 


SALINA,  Kan.  (UMC)  -  Can  the 
thousands  of  small  United  Methodist 
churches  scattered  over  the  hills  and 
plains  —  and  cities  —  of  the  United 
States  continue  to  have  a  vital 
ministry,  or  even  to  survive?  That’s  a 
question  that  has  been  troubling  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  other 
denominations  for  at  least  a 
generation. 

Now  the  concept  of  “cooperative 
ministry”  is  being  widely  accepted 
and  may  be  the  long-sought  answer  to 
the  plight  of  many  of  the  churches 
with  small  membership. 

Ten  years  ago,  the  Tri  County 
Parish,  based  in  Herington,  Kan.,  was 
established  as  a  “cooperative 
ministry,”  the  first  in  the  state.  But 
the  idea  didn’t  really  catch  on  until 
recently. 

Then  last  year,  the  two  Kansas 
conferences  —  Kansas  East  and 
Kansas  West  —  under  the  leadership 
of  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  J.r., 
established  the  first  area  office  of 
parish  development  in  the  country, 
with  the  Rev.  George  Almquist  of 
Salina  as  superintendent. 

“In  a  cooperative  ministry,”  Mr. 
Almquist  explained,  “small 
neighboring  churches  are  linked 
together  to  form  a  parish,  and  a  team 
of  clergy  and  lay  persons  ministers  to 
the  churches.  It’s  a  pooling  of 
resources,  of  clergy  and  laity,  to 
achieve  a  more  effective  ministry. 
Team  members  complement  the 
skills  of  each  other,  and  the  result  is 
better  use  of  human  resources. ’  ’ 

A  variety  of  basic  models  are  used 
in  the  concept,  he  said,  with  each 
parish  developed  administratively  to 
fit  individual  needs.  Most  parishes 
have  two  or  more  ministers,  but  two 
have  only  one  clergyperson  assigned. 
Some  have  lay  professionals  on  the 
staff.  Usually  each  staff  member  is 
responsible  for  a  specific  church  or 
churches  and  also  for  a  specific  area 
of  programming,  such  as  youth, 
evangelism,  Christian  education, 
spiritual  renewal,  leadership.  A 
Parish  Council  coordinates  the 
program. 

“The  idea  is  not  to  create  a  super- 
church,  but  to  empower  the  small 


church  to  be  able  to  reach  out  in 
ministry,”  explained  the  Rev.  Frank 
Dorsey  of  Burlington,  director  of  the 
four-year-old  New  Hope  Parish  of 
seven  churches,  and  a  teacher  of 
parish  development  at  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Mr.  Almquist  pointed  out  that 
cooperative  ministry  in  Kansas  tries 
to  preserve  the  identity  of  each  local 
church.  “Individual  churches  are 
encouraged  to  do  what  they  can,  but  if 
they  want  to  do  something  that  they 
can’t  handle  alone,  the  parish  then 
can  tackle  it  cooperatively.” 

He  cited  a  parish  newsletter  as  one 
illustration.  Most  of  the  churches  are 
too  small  to  get  a  bulk  mailing  permit 
or  to  fund  the  necessary  office  help. 
But  the  cooperative  parish  can,  and 
the  members  of  all  the  churches  enjoy 
sharing  the  communication. 

There  are  now  13  cooperative 
ministries  in  Kansas,  with  eight 
others  in  the  active  preparation 
phase.  Each  includes  from  three  to  10 
churches. 

The  “cooperative  ministry’’ 
concept  is  not  confined  to  rural  areas. 
The  Tri-Ump  Parish  in  downtown 
Wichita  links  Bethel,  Calvary  and 
Hyde  Park  churches.  “Now  small 
city  churches  can  have  as  good  a  staff 
as  large  churches,”  said  the  Rev. 
Willis  Elliott,  coordinator  of  the 
parish.  He  said  cooperative  programs 
such  as  Bible  studies,  interest  groups 
and  special  speakers  are  done  on  a 
parish  level  and  this  spring,  with  Zion 
Church  also  participating,  the  group 
had  a  cooperative  confirmation  class 
of  18  persons. 

This  is  not  an  instant  cure-all  for  all 
small  churches,  leaders  are  quick  to 
point  out.  “One  or  two  of  our  churches 
will  not  —  and  maybe  should  not  — 
survive  despite  the  parish,”  said  one 
cooperative  ministry  director. 

Said  Mr.  Dorsey,  “Not  all  situations 
lend  themselves  to  the  cooperative 
concept,  but  where  it  does  it  can  offer 
‘  a  better  quality  of  ministry.  I  think  the 
time  has  come  to  work 
cooperatively.” 

Mrs.  Matthaei  is  editor  of 
"Crossfire,"  publication  of  the 
Kansas  West  conference. 


‘Turning  to  God  to  seek 
bliss’  is  rapped  by  bishop 


PITTSBURGH  (UMC)  —  A 
•^Simplistic,  popular  evangelism  that 
retreats  from  reality,  sanctifies  the 
£Rttus  quo  and  ignores  the  desperate 
hungers  of  the  world  is  ...  an  extension 
Qf  sin,”  a  United  Methodist  bishop  told 
tfie  overseas  missions  arm  of  the 


"VERY  DESERVING” 

These  words  were  written  across 
the  informational  form  which 
reached  the  WORLD’S  CHILDREN, 
INC.  office.  Our  superintendent 
from  India  is  requesting  help  for  a 
very  special  girl:  MARY 
SHAN  THIN  I. 

One  of  seven  children,  Mary  is 
extremely  intelligent  and  if  we 
assist  her  through  these  years  of 
study,  she  will  be  able  to  complete  a 
college  education.  Bright,  sociable 
and  of  sterling  character,  Mary 
deserves  a  chance  in  life. 

You  could  sponsor  Mary  or 
another  child  like  her  in  one  of  our  58 
Christian  orphanages  in  12 
countries.  These  children  are  fed 
with  food  for  both  body  and  spirit 
while  receiving  an  education  —  an 
opportunity  to  make  something  of 
their  lives. 

The  sponsor  receives  the  child's 
picture,  name  and  address,  case 
history  plus  details  on  the  orphanage 
where  the  child  is  located.  WCI  is 
U.S.  Government  approved  so  all 
donations  are  tax-deductible  and 
86.7%  of  funds  received  in  1977  were 
sent  on  to  the  children. 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  small  — 
only  $10  a  month.  Sponsors  can  be 
families,  individuals,  church  or  civic 
groups.  No  joy  can  compare  with 
receiving  the  first  letter  from 
••your"  child,  saying  "Thank  you  for 
helping  me.” 

A  child  is  waiting  .  .  .  please  write 
today: 


1  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  i 
the  need  is  greatest 
I  prefer  a  child  in 
Enclosed  is  payment  for  first 
month 
For  full  year 


Name 

Street 

City 

Stale  and  Zip 

Write  to  Mrs  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Director.  P  O 
Box  2979.  Winter  Haven.  Fla  33880. 


denomination  during  a  series  of  three 
.speeches  he  made  here  April  11-13. 

'“If  our  purpose  in  turning  to  God  is  to 
"seek  bliss,  either  in  this  life  or 
hereafter,’’  said  Bishop  James 
Armstrong,  “we  have  failed  to 
understand  and  respond  to  the  biblical 
message.”  The  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Dakotas  Area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  spoke  on  evangelism  in  a  Third 
World  context  during  the  spring  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  World 
Division. 

“Without  question,”  he  went  on,  “the 
Third  World  has  been  and  continues  to  be 
a  victim  of  our  greed  and  self- 
centeredness.  The  time  has  come, 
however,  when  its  emerging  theology 
and  its  heroic  practice  of  the  faith  may 
provide  a  key  to  holistic  evangelism  and 
a  word  of  hope  for  the  future.  ” 

Two  of  the  addresses  were  based  on  the 
bishop’s  recent  visits  to  Cuba  and  South 
Korea. 

While  citing  many  gains  under  the 
Castro  regime,  Bishop  Armstrong  said 
“Cuba  is  not  a  Utopia”  or  “the  kingdom 
of  God  come  to  earth.” 

South  Korea,  he  said,  is  a  dictatorship. 
“Women  have  few  rights,"  there  is 
"gross  exploitation  of  child  labor,” 
control  of  thought  and  “crass  violation  of 
human  rights.” 

The  Methodist  Church  there,  the  World 
Division  was  told,  is  not  “willing  to  be 
swallowed  up  by  nationalistic  slogans 
and  secular  values”  and  is  “determined 
to  be  an  authentic  church  in  a  real  and 
demanding  world.  They  are  a  people  set 
apart  in  an  alien  land  to  proclaim  by 
word  and  deed  what  it  means  to  be 
obedient  and  fa ithf ul . ’  ’ 

“The  Christian,”  Bishop  Armstrong 
said,  “if  he  or  she  is  to  be  a  faithful 
witness,  dares  not  identify  completely 
with  any  political  system,  any  social 
philosophy,  any  economic  system. 

"There  is  a  sense  in  which  the  material 
wealth  of  the  Western  World  has  led  to  its 
spiritual  poverty.  But  voices  are  coming 
from  long-neglected  comers  of  the  globe, 
lives  are  being  lived,  truth  is  being 
incarnated,  and  if  we  but  will,  we  can 
learn.”  he  concluded. 


Musicians  move  out 
over  arts  ‘de-emphasis’ 


NASHVILLE  —  An  Estonian  Methodist  pastor,  the  Rev.  Olav  Parnamets  (left)  is 
congratulated  after  his  testimony  to  the  worshipping  congregation  in  The  Upper 
Room  Chapel  here  by  the  Rev.  Eddie  Fox,  Board  of  Discipleship  staff  member.  (See 
story  below.)  photo  by clyde chesnutt 

Estonian  Methodist  pastor  knows 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  An  admittedly 
“frustrated”  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodist  Musicians  has  loosened  its  ties 
with  a  general  church  agency  and 
announced  plans  to  set  up  its  own  shop  to 
head  off  what  it  charges  is  a  de-emphasis 
of  music  and  the  other  arts  within  that 
agency,  musician  officials  said  here 
recently. 

Beginning  July  1,  the  fellowship  will 
hire  a  recently-ousted  Board  of 
Discipleship  staffperson  as  executive 
secretary/treasurer  and  establish  an 
office  to  handle  the  affairs  of  its  2,000- 
member  constituency.  The  board’s 
section  on  worship  was  informed  of  these 
actions  when  it  met  in  Nashville  April  6- 
9. 

The  move  came,  fellowship  president 
Phillip  E.  Baker  told  TM/UMR  last 
week,  after  the  board  released  in  early 
spring— “without  consultation”  with  the 
fellowship  —  the  Rev.  Thom  Jones  as 
director  of  its  Office  of  Worship  and  the 
Arts.  Mr.  Baker  is  director  of  music  at 
Highland  Park  UMC  here. 

Top  board  executives  denied  their 
action  was  a  move  to  de-emphasize  the 
arts.  (See  TM/UMR,  Mar.  17.)  They 
announced  plans  to  replace  Mr.  Jones 
with  a  staffperson  with  a  broader  job 
description,  to  include  preaching, 
literature,  architecture  and 
communications. 


‘Our  Lord  still  works  miracles’ 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  -  “I  am  deeply 
convinced  our  Lord  still  works  miracles 
today.” 

Speaking  was  the  Rev.  Olav 
Parnaments,  a  Methodist  pastor  from 
Estonia,  U.S.S.R.  He  addressed  partici¬ 
pants  at  a  worship  service  held  to  com¬ 
mission  a  group  of  overseas  evangelists 
to  the  U.S.  here  April  7. 

"Never  before  could  I  get  permission 
from  my  government  to  visit  the  United 
States,”  he  said  in  halting  English.  When 
the  invitation  came  from  the  United 
Methodists  to  join  the  New  World 
Mission,  he  prayed  to  God:  “If  You  want 
me  to  go,  You  will  have  to  open  the  gates, 
often  called  ‘iron’  gates.” 


Then  in  his  meditation  he  received  the 
answer,  he  said.  He  read  Isaiah  45:  2-3: 
"I  ( the  Lord)  will  go  before  you  and  level 
the  mountains,  I  will  break  in  pieces  the 
doors  of  bronze  and  cut  asunder  the  bars 
of  iron .  .  .  that  you  may  know  that  it  is  I, 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  who  calls  you 
by  your  name.” 

"lam  here  today  because  our  Lord  still 
works  miracles,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Parnamets  is  one  of  26  overseas 
Methodists  who  is  spending  three  weeks 
this  month  in  the  U.S.  They  are 
preaching  76  New  World  Missions  in 
United  Methodist  local  churches  across 
43  annual  conferences.  He  is  also  one  of 
20  missioners  who  are  in  the  U.S.  for  the 
first  time  and  one  of  four  from  countries 
evangelistic  effort;  Northern  Ireland, 


Missioner  evaluates  his 
home  church’s  strengths 


By  DONALD  SMALL 

NASHVILLE  —  The  major  strengths  of 
Estonian  Methodism  are  preaching, 
music,  and  intercessory  prayer, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Olav  Parnamets, 
pastor  of  the  Merepuiestee  Street 
Methodist  Church  in  Tallinn,  capital  of 
Soviet  Estonia. 

Mr.  Parnamets,  who  was  here  for  a 
five  day  series  of  services  at  Bellshire 
United  Methodist  Church  April  9-13,  is 
one  of  26  New  World  Missioners  from 
other  countries  preaching  this  month  in 
churches  throughout  the  United  States. 
(See  related  article.) 

There  are  seven  services  a  week  at  the 
Merepuiestee  Street  Church,  which  has  a 
membership  of  1,200  and  is  served  by  two 
fulltime  and  three  retired  ministers  and 
22  lay  preachers.  One  of  the  ministers 
and  one  or  two  laymen  preach  at  each  of 
the  services,  which  may  last  as  long  as 
two  hours  and  are  attended  by  an 
average  of  476  persons,  the  Estonian 
pastor  said. 

“In  our  services  we  have  a  certain  part 
when  we  pray  for  sick  people,”  Mr. 
Parnamets  said.  “They  need  not  be 
personally  there.  But  the  people  will 
bring  the  little  notes  that  are  written  by 
the  person  who  needs  help,  and  all  the 
congregation  prays  for  them.  I  count 
them  sometimes,  and  there  are  even  250 
and  260  persons  needing  help.” 

Estonian  Methodists  believe  the  Rev. 
Hugo  Oengo,  superintendent  (equivalent 
to  bishop)  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Estonia,  has  a  special  gift  from  God  to 
pray  for  the  sick.  It  began  about  25  years 
ago.  “There  were  quite  a  few  cures,”  Mr. 
Parnamets  said.  “There  was  one 
completely  blind  woman  and  she  started 
to  see  again.  ” 

The  Methodist  Church  sponsors  a 
music  and  song  festival  every  four  years 
that  attracts  30,000  participants  to 
Tallinn  from  all  over  Estonia.  Music  has 
an  important  place  in  Estonian  culture, 
Mr.  Parnamets  says,  which  makes  it 
possible  for  the  church  to  sponsor  such 
an  event.  Merepuiestee  Church  itself  has 
13  musical  groups,  including  choirs  and 
an  orchestra. 

The  official  Soviet  attitude  toward 


religion  has  become  much  more  tolerant 


South  Africa  and  Zaire,  are  the  other 
three. 

“This  is  the  fourth  New  World  Mission 
to  this  country,”  said  the  Rev.  Eddie 
Fox,  director  of  contemporary 
proclamation  in  the  church’s  Board  of 
Discipleship.  “Since  we  started  in  1975, 
we  have  had  150  missioners  in  the 
program.  And  we  have  sponsored  U.S. 
ministers  as  missioners  to  Australia  and 
Kenya -Liberia.” 

The  program  puts  “flesh  and  blood  on 
the  concept  of  world  mission,”  Mr.  Fox 
said.  "Often  we  get  our  culture  so  mixed 
up  with  the  Gospel  we  can’t  separate  the 
two.  But  when  you  hear  a  person  from 
another  nationality  preach  the  Gospel, 
you  learn  to  respond  just  to  the  Gospel. 
It’s  person-to-person  evangelism  from 
another  culture.” 

To  schedule  a  New  World  Mission  a 
local  church  must  agree  to  spend  four 
weeks  preparing  and  six  weeks  following 
up  the  visit  of  the  missioner,  he  added. 

The  New  World  Mission  brings  over¬ 
seas  persons  as  evangelists  to  local  UM 


in  the  last  four  or  five  years,  Mr.  ^churches.  Another  program  called  “New 


Post-marital  counseling  is  real 
need ,  sex  researcher  claims 


TM-UMR  Staff  Special 
ST.  LOUIS  —  “Pre-marital  counseling, 
in  my  experience,  is  a  total  waste  of 
time,”  Dr.  William  H.  Masters,  sex 
researcher  and  author  of  books  on 
human  sexuality,  told  church  journalists 
during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Associated  Church  Press  here  April  18. 

Saying  he  and  his  colleagues  feel 
“profitable  marriage  counseling”  is 
usually  impossible  before  a  couple  has 
been  married  18  months  or  more,  he 
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urged  the  church  to  become  more 
involved  in  “post-marital”  counseling  — 
beginning  18  months  to  three  years  after 
a  couple  is  married. 

“There  is  nothing  wrong  with  the 
church  continuing  pre-marital 
counseling  if  it  desires  to  do  so,  but  it 
should  add  post-marital  counseling  if  it  is 
to  do  a  proper  job,”  Dr.  Masters  said. 

Dr.  Masters  pointed  out  that  most 
counseling  problems  with  married 
couples  in  some  way  relates  to  sex  and 
the  church  “has  the  obligation  to  teach 
its  people  about  their  sexuality  within  the 
bounds  of  Christian  orthodoxy.  ” 

“When  the  church  fails  at  this  task  - 
as  it  usually  has  —  you  keep  me  busy 
sweeping  up  the  pieces,”  Dr.  Masters 
said. 


Parnamets  noted,  citing  the  permission 
he  was  given  to  leave  the  country  as- 
evidence  of  the  new  flexibility.  Without 
discounting  the  difficulties  faced  by 
Christians  living  under  a  communist 
government,  Mr.  Parnaments  echoed  the 
words  of  the  apostle  Paul,  saying, 
“Nothing  can  separate  us  from  our  Lord 
when  we  ourselves  don’t  turn  our  backs 
on  God.” 

There  was  a  time  during  the  regime  of 
Josef  Stalin,  the  Estonian  pastor  said, 
when  efforts  were  made  to  “liquidate” 
all  churches  in  the  USSR.  Mr.  Parnamets 
termed  the  leaders  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Estonia  at  that  time 
“courageous  men”  who  stood  firm  and 
suffered  greatly. 

Mr.  Small  is  editor  of  the  Tennessee 
Conference  edition  of  TM/UMR,  where 
this  article  first  appeared. 

TM/UMR  wins 
church  press 
awards 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS  —  The  Texas  Methodist/ - 
United  Methodist  Reporter  received  two 
Awards  of  Merit  here  last  week  from  the 
Associated  Church  Press,  a  national 
organization  of  church  magazines  and 
newspapers. 

TM-UMR  received  a  first  place  award 
in  the  category  of  news  reporting  for 
Senior  Staff  Writer  Sharon  Mielke’s 
report  of  a  controversy  between  officials 
of  the  UMC’s  New  Mexico  Conference 
and  the  church’s  national  mission  agency 
regarding  use  of  church  property  by  the 
Chicano  Communications  Center  in 
Albuquerque.  The  awards  judges  said, 
“This  entry  shows  a  commitment  to 
enterprising,  assertive,  thorough  and 
sharply-focused  reporting.  The  story 
gives  ample  evidence  that  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  is  devoted  to  seeking 
until  it  finds  and  knocking  until  doors 
open.”  Ms.  Mielke  earlier  received  an 
Arthur  West  award  for  journalistic 
excellence  for  the  same  story  from  the 
UMC’s  national  communications  agency. 

The  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference 
edition  of  TM-UMR  also  received  an 
Award  of  Merit  for  best  newspaper  front 
page.  Awards  judges  said:  “This  entry  is 
just  what  the  category  calls  for.  It 
doesn’t  try  to  be  a  magazine.  The  front 
page  is  supposed  to  give  you  one  or  two 
main  stories  with  lead-in  or  complete 
short  articles.  This  entry  does  all  that.  It 
is  dramatic,  but  not  over  worked."  The 
Rev.  Vernon  Schmid  is  editor  of  this 
edition,  which  serves  United  Methodists 
in  the  Philadelphia  area. 

One  other  United  Methodist 
publication  —  the  New  World  Outlook  — 
received  an  award  of  Merit  in  the 
Associated  Church  Press  awards 
competition.  It  was  cited  for  excellence 
in  the  category  of  feature  articles. 


Life  Mission”  involves  American  UM 
ministers  going  to  UM  churches.  Mr.  Fox 
said  125  New  Life  Missions  are  scheduled 
this  spring. 

And  again  the  local  church  must  spend 
time  in  preparation  and  follow-up,  he 
said.  “Evangelism  must  not  be  seen  as  a 
side  issue  but  in  the  midst  of  the  church 
structure  affecting  the  decisions  of 
people.  Our  preachers  preach  for 
commitments  but  they  also  meet  with  the 
youth,  the  council  on  ministries  and  other 
groups  so  the  total  life  of  the  church  is 
affected.” 

More  than  100  UM  ministers  have 
undergone  special  training  by  the  board 
and  are  equipped  to  lead  New  Life 
Missions,  Mr.  Fox  said. 


Rather  than  strengthen  the  program, 
however,  Mr.  Baker  contends,  such 
expansion  will  only  further  dilute  efforts 
to  coordinate  the  programming  of 
worship  and  the  arts  across  the  church. 
“The  section  on  worship  already 
operates  on  a  shoestring,”  he  said,  “with 
only  $14,000  for  its  total  program  in  1978. 
How  can  you  add  all  these 
responsibilities  and  be  able  to  do 
anything  in  any  of  them?”  Worship  and 
the  arts  are  obviously  not  a  priority 
within  the  board,  he  maintains. 

‘More  than  lip-service’ 

Jane  Marshall,  a  member  of  the 
fellowship  and  an  adjunct  professor  of 
church  music  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  agrees.  “If  the  board 
were  serious  about  worship  and  the 
arts,”  she  said,  “it  would  do  what  it  does 
about  other  vital  concerns:  put  money 
and  persons  to  work  on  them,  not  just  pay 
lip-service.” 

It’s  “sad,”  she  maintains,  that 
“Nashville  (board  headquarters)  is  so 
far  behind”  the  grass-roots  church 
where  “there  is  great  progress  in 
worship  and  the  arts”  and  resourcing 
and  leadership  from  the  general  church 
are  “greatly  needed.” 

He  also  said  the  move  is  not  a  slap  at 
the  section  on  worship,  which  has  been 
“supportive  of  the  arts,”  but  rather  a  re¬ 
action  to  board  leadership  which  does  not 
“see  this  as  a  priority”  and  allocate  ade¬ 
quate  funding. 

Asked  if  the  fellowship  plans  to  bring 
legislation  to  the  1980  General 
Conference  creating  a  commission  on  the 
arts  or  some  other  entity,  Mr.  Baker  said 
plans  are  still  indefinite.  “Musicians 
don’t  usually  make  good  politicians,”  he 
said,  “but  since  we’re  the  only  organized 
body  in  this  area  of  ministry,  it  may  be 
up  to  us  to  bring  something  for  the  arts  to 
General  Conference.”  He  said  there  has 
been  a  “large  groundswell  of  support  via 
letters  and  phone  calls  since  Mr.  Jones’ 
dismissal  from  the  board. 

No  one  claims,  Mr.  Baker  said,  that  a 
general  church  agency  should  provide  or 
fund  everything  which  goes  on  across  the 
church  in  worship  and  the  arts.  “The 
local  church  is  where  it  happens.” 
Rather,  he  said,  the  fellowship  sees  the 
board  function  as  a  clearing-house,  with 
funds  and  staff  to  “pick  up  on  the 
exciting  things  which  are  happening, 
help  them  happen  when  asked,  then  feed 
those  things  back  out  to  the  places  which 
want  them  but  don’t  know  how  to  make 
them  happen.” 

‘Options  are  still  open’ 

The  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman,  newly-elected 
Board  of  Discipleship  staff  executive  of 
the  worship  section,  told  TM/UMR  it  is 
his  understanding  that  “all  options  are 
still  open”  regarding  the-  fellowship’s 
separation.  He  agreed  there  is 
widespread  concern  “including  my  own” 
that  worship  through  the  arts  should 
have  greater  emphasis  but  admitted  that 
limited  funds  make  that  emphasis 
difficult. 

Mr.  Hickman  does  not  believe  that  a 
separate  commission  on  the  arts  is  the 
answer,  however.  Experience  shows,  he 
says,  that  isolated  commissions  usually 
have  to  operate  as  “a  pygmy  among 
giants.” 

Instead,  he  believes  the  fellowship 
must  lobby  for  funding  among  the  “top 
echelon”  of  board  staff  and  membership, 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 
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FflOM  THE  FRONTIERS 

OF  HEALING 

Rediscovering  the  Gift  of  Healing 

Lawrence  W.  Althouse 

Spiritual  healing  is  a  physical  force  which*  released 
by  spiritual  motivation  and  power  from  within  a 
person.”  Lawrence  Althouse,  who 
has  conducted  a  nationally 
known  healing  ministry, 
discusses  the  scriptural, 
historical,  and  theological 
bases  for  spiritual  healing  and 
the  compatibility  of  miracles 
with  modern  science. 

Althouse,  a  former  National 
President  of  the  Spiritual 
Frontiers  Fellowship,  shows 
how  prayer  and  spiritual 
meditation  by  a  company  of 
Christians  can  become  a 
channel  for  God’s  healing 
power.  $4.95,  paper 
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Following  November  cyclone 

Church  aid  helps  India  rebuild 


The  November  cyclone  and  tidal  wave  washed  fishing 
boats  up  to  five  miles  inland. 


and  relief  staff  are  working  to  complete  a  target  of  125 
houses  a  day.  The  housing  program  is  only  one  of  the  relief 
programs  put  into  effect  after  the  disaster  and  the  |5 
million  world-wide  appeal  by  the  WCC’s  Commission  on 
Inter-Church  Aid,  Refugee  and  World  Service. 

OIKOUMENE  PHOTOS  BY  HEKS 


funds  given  by  Christians  from  across  the  globe. 


NEW  DELHI,  India  —  More  than  5,500  houses  were 
scheduled  to  be  completed  by  last  February  following  the 
devastation  caused  by  the  cyclone  and  tidal  wave  that  hit 
parts  of  India  in  November  1977,  officials  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  relief  agency  said  here.  In  the  photo 
above,  part  of  the  150  volunteers,  175  carpenters,  villagers 


Old  Believer  faces  jail 

Sect  member  opposes  public  school 


OREGON  CITY,  Ore.  (RNS)  -  Natalie 
Egoroff  has  until  today  (April  28)  to 
place  her  seven  children  into  school  .  .  . 
or  begin  teaching  them  at  home  ...  or  go 
to  jail. 

District  Judge  Robert  Mulvey  gave 
Mrs.  Egoroff  the  30-day  grace  period 
after  learning  that  the  three  eldest 
Egoroff  children  had  not  been  in  school 
even  though  he  had  placed  her  on 
probation  on  condition  they  attend. 

Mrs.  Egoroff  and  her  husband, 
Artemy,  are  members  of  the  Old 
Believer  sect  stemming  from  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church.  About  4,000 
of  them  settled  at  nearby  Woodburn, 
Ore.,  11  years  ago. 

The  elder  Egoroffs  believe  that 
American  influences  in  the  public 
schools  draw  children  away  from  their 
religion  and  traditions. 

Under  Oregon  law,  fathers  and 
mothers  may  teach  their  children  only 
with  the  permission  of  the  school  system 
in  which  they  live.  The  children  must 
take  annual  examinations  provided  by 
the  school  district. 

Terrence  McCauley  argued  for  the 
Egoroffs.  “The  children,  ages  12,  14  and 
15,  who  are  intelligent  and  reasonable 
people  with  their  own  sense  of  free  will 
and  cultural  sentiment,  refuse  to  attend 
school  because  they  agree  with  their 
parents’  beliefs,’’  he  said. 

The  lawyer  told  the  judge  that 
members  of  the  Russian  community  do 
not  seek  welfare,  abide  by  the  law  and 
work  hard  on  their  farms. 

About  4,000  “Old  Believers"  live  in  and 
near  Woodburn  and  believe  that 
attendance  at  public  schools  lures  their 
children  away  from  the  faith. 

Several  families  say  some  of  their 
children  more  than  12  years  old  tend  to 
look  down  on  the  Old  Believers  way  of 
living,  after  attending  public  school. 

Abide  by  early  Christian  values 

Old  Believers  seek  to  abide  by  early 
Christian  values  as  outlined  in  the  Bible 
and  a  book  of  interpretations  called  “The 
Rudder.’’  For  them,  Christianity  means 
no  musical  instruments,  no  television,  no 
dancing,  no  dating,  no  flirting  and  no 
discussions  of  sex. 

They  wear  traditional  clothing  and 
girls  keep  their  hair  covered  in  public. 
The  sect  has  few  modern  conveniences 
but  they  respect  the  authority  of  their 
elders  and  work  at  home  for  years. 

The  sect  began  when  their  forefathers 
spurned  reforms  in  the  Russian  Orthodox 
ritual  ordered  in  1658  by  Patriarch 
Nikon.  For  their  stubbornness  they  were 
excommunicated. 


Russians  in  the  Woodburn  area  said 
Russia  was  tolerant  until  the  Russian 
revolution,  the  civil  war  that  followed 
and  the  Communists’  drive  for 
conformity. 

Sect  left  Russia  in  1920s 

Old  Believers  began  to  flee  in  the  1920s, 
moving  from  village  to  village  in  Siberia. 
At  last,  they  trekked  over  the  line  into 
Manchuria,  where  they  thrived  until 
Communists  seized  power  in  China,  too. 

Then  they  fled  to  Hong  Kong  and  from 
there  to  Brazil  in  1958.  In  the  early  1960s, 
a  new  government  took  over,  the  sect 
suffered  crop  failures  and  were  receiving 
low  prices  for  their  crops.  The  Old 
Believers  decided  to  move  on. 


A  spokesman  for  the  sect  said  many 
Old  Believers  see  the  Egoroff  case  as 
bringing  to  a  head  three  conflicts : 

(1)  Compulsory  education  against 
religious  freedom. 

(2)  Parents’  rights  and  the  state’s 
responsibility  to  teach  children. 

(3)  Traditional  Christian  values  and 
today’s  humanism. 

He  said  Old  Believers  oppose  sex 
education  in  the  schools.  They  tell  their 
youngsters  “all  they  need  to  know" 
shortly  before  they  are  married. 

They  also  oppose  socialism  and 
“behavior  modification"  and  don’t  like 
“teachers  who  are  hippies.  ” 


‘I’m  the  last  Christian  on  earth?  Oh,  no!’ 

DENTON,  Tex.  —  “Oh,  no!”  seems  the  reaction  of  the  young  man  (played  by 
Albert  Smith  ( left)  to  God  ( played  by  Bill  Strong)  as  he  is  told  he  is  the  last  Christian 
on  earth.  The  Reader’s  Theater  presentation  of  “If  I’m  the  Last,  You’re  in  Trouble” 
by  Richard  Urdahl  was  a  special  ecumenical  worship  service  last  month  at  North 
Texas  State  University’s  United  Ministry  Center  here.  In  the  play,  the  young  man 
initially  rejects  his  calling,  does  a  turnabout  in  his  lifestyle  and  after  experiencing 
God’s  forgiveness,  finally  accepts  the  calling.  The  play  is  one  of  a  series  “to 
facilitate  communication  between  people  involved  in  the  church  and  the  theater,’’ 
campus  ministry  officials  said.  photo  by  chris  Patrick 


Christians  learn  via  others 


Islam ,  Judaism  offer  insights,  theologian  claims 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  A 
Christian  can  improve  and  sharpen  his 
understanding  of  God  by  looking  into  the 
teachings  of  other  mpnotheistic 
religions,  namely  Islam  and  Judaism,  a 
Roman  Catholic  theologian  in  New  York 
City  believes. 

For  Dr.  Ewert  Cousins,  professor  of 
theology  at  Fordham  University,  both 
Judaism  and  Islam  have  a  good  bit  to 
offer  Christians. 

“We  need  to  look  at  others  and 
discover  them  as  dimensions  of 
ourselves,"  said  Dr.  Cousins,  a  layman. 

“When  religion  wanted  to  reform  in 
history,  it  looked  to  the  roots  —  for 
example,  the  reformers  in  the 
Reformation  and  liberation  theology 
today  looked  to  the  Old  Testament,"  with 
*  its  themes  of  justice. 

“If  we  get  inside  of  other  traditions  as 
such,  we  might  see  things  that  we  have 
not  seen  before." 

Dr.  Cousins  took  part  in  panels  and 
various  table-talk  conversations  as  a 
part  of  a  Jewish-Christian-Muslim 
dialogue  sponsored  by  Temple 
University’s  religion  department  and  the 
“Journal  of  Ecumenical  Studies"  at 
Temple  University. 

“In  Islam,  you  can  look  at  Judaism  and 
Christianity  and  see  things  not  seen 
before,"  said  Dr.  Cousins,  who  lived  in  an 
Arab  community  near  Bethlehem  for  a 
year. 

Muslims,  he  said,  have  a’’fantastic" 
emphasis  on  the  “transcendence  of  God. 

I  felt  I  came  to  grips  with  the 
transcendence  of  God  and  reaffirmed 
it,”  Dr.  Cousins  said  in  reference  to  his 
contact  with  Islam  overseas. 

Dissident’s 
son  jailed 
by  Soviets 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Peter  Vins  of 
Kiev,  the  Ukraine,  the  21 -year-old  son  of 
Georgi  Vins,  the  imprisoned  leader  of 
dissident  (unregistered)  Baptists  in  the 
USSR,  has  been  sentenced  to  a  year  in 
prison  for  “hooliganism’’  and 
“parasitism." 

“Parasitism”  is  a  Soviet  term 
indicating  that  the  offender  refused  to 
work  and  was  content  to  live  off  the  state 
and  its  people.  In  the  case  of  Peter  Vins, 
however,  it  meant  that  he  could  not  find  a 
job  because,  like  his  father  before  him, 
he  was  a  controversial  person  and 
unemployable. 

According  to  Dr,  Blahoslav  S.  Hruby, 
editor  of  “Religion  in  Communist 
Dominated  Areas’’  (RCDA)  here, 
informed  sources  say  that  young  Mr. 
Vins  was  convicted  in  early  April. 

Earlier,  William  P.  Thompson,  stated 
clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
had  cabled  Leonid  I.  Breshnev,  president 
of  the  USSR,  calling  for  the  release  of 
Georgi  and  Peter  Vins. 

Georgi  Vins,  leader  of  Soviet  Baptists 
who  refuse  to  register  with  the  Soviet 
state  and  oppose  any  political  control 
over  a  religious  body,  was  sentenced  in 
1975  to  five  years  in  a  labor  camp  follow¬ 
ed  by  five  years  of  exile. 

He  was  charged  with  inciting  citizens 
to  commit  “illegal  acts,”  meaning  at¬ 
tendance  at  unauthorized  prayer 
meetings. 


“There  is  a  dark  side  of  Christianity,” 
as  a  result  of  an  emphasis  on  God’s 
imminence  in  the  world  through 
reincarnation  and  suffering.  "And  we 
may  be  more  attracted  to  the  God  of 
imminence  than  transcendence." 

Dr.  Cousins  also  suggested  that  the 
points  of  divisions  between  the  faiths 
may  not  need  to  loom  as  big  as  they  have. 
For  instance,  concerning  the  Trinity,  he 
said,  it  could  “be  a  point  of  meeting" 
rather  than  division.  Referring  to  the  less 


literaf  view  of  the  Trinity  held  by 
Eastern  Christians,  he  said  “if  the 
Trinity  is  the  mystery  of  God  and  his 
communication,  then  we  all  share  that 
at  different  levels.” 

The  panelists  felt  that  religion  could 
play  a  role  in  the  long-range 
improvement  of  relations  in  the  Mideast 
but  felt  little  could  be  done  until  the 
political  questions  are  resolved  or  the 
political  climate  improves. 


Hindu  dialogue  clarifies 
Incarnation ,  prof  says 


Preacher  returns  to  simpler  lifestyle 

NEW  RICHMOND,  Wis.  —  All  that  wood  the  Rev.  Ed  Zager  toted  into  his  garage 
last  fall  surely  came  in  handy  during  the  cold  winter  days,  reported  The  New 
Richmond  News  as  reprinted  in  Dimensions,  the  Wisconsin  conference  newspaper. 
Mr.  Zager  heated  the  parsonage  solely  by  wood  with  a  Fisher  stove  the  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  Committee  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  allowed  him  to  install 
in  the  basement.  He  has  been  moving  toward  a  more  simple,  self-reliant  lifestyle, 
Mr.  Zager  says,  and  heating  with  wood  has  been  a  part  of  it. 


PITTSBURGH  (UMC)  —  Dialoguing 
with  Hindus  in  India  has  given  a  young 
United  Methodist  teacher  of  comparative 
religion  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Incarnation. 

“India  dramatized  for  me  that  we  must 
watch  everything  that  is  human  in  order 
to  see  the  Incarnation.  The  incarnation  of 
God  in  Christ  is  not  the  limit  of 
incarnations,"  said  Dr.  Diana  Eck  of 
Harvard  University. 

Addressing  the  Ecumenical  and  Inter- 
religious  Concerns  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  here  on  April  12,  Dr. 
Eck  explained  that  she  had  made  her 
first  visit  to  Benares  in  1965-66  while  a 
college  student. 

“The  people  who  challenged  my  mind 
and  opened  their  hearts  to  me  were 
Hindus,"  she  stated.  "This  was  my  first 
experience  of  dialogue.  The  city,  its 
teachers,  the  people  and  the  pilgrims 
raised  questions  about  the  meaning  of 
life  and  death  that  have  been  with  me 
ever  since.” 

Since  then  Dr.  Eck  has  returned  to 
India  many  times,  studied  the  Sanskrit 


texts  with  the  pundits  and  is  currently 
writing  a  book  about  the  sacred  city  of 
the  Hindus.  In  1977  she  participated  in  a 
World  Council  of  Churches-sponsored 
multilateral  dialogue  in  Chingmai, 
Thailand  as  a  representative  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Dialogue,  she  said,  is  openhearted 
talking  and  listening,  the  sharing  by 
which  one  human  being  comes  to 
understand  another  and  gives  voice  to 
the  deepest  meanings  and  hopes. 

“This  is  an  age  in  which  dialogue  is 
more  appropriate  than  evangelism," 
according  to  Dr.  Eck.  “Dialogue  is  a 
must,  a  command  of  our  times  and  of 
God. 

“To  turn  away  from  dialogue  is  to 
settle  for  prejudice,”  she  said.  The  Ninth 
Commandment  enjoins  against  bearing 
false  witness.  “This  is  an  imperative  to 
understanding.  In  an  earlier  day  we 
spoke  of  those  we  did  not  know  as 
•pagans’  and  ‘idolaters.’  Today  when  we 
talk  against  Jews,  Roman  Catholics, 
women  and  homosexuals  we  are  settling 
for  prejudice  instead  of  understanding." 
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— 

‘Dear  Deborah’ 

Teachers  skip  ivorship 


Dear  Deborah: 

The  fact  that  several  of  our  church 
school  teachers  do  not  stay  to  the  church 
service  has  caused  me  real  sorrow 
('Dear  Deborah,'  Feb.  17).  I  have  said 
too  much  about  it,  according  to  my  son 
aged  62.  My  son  64  attends  church  but  not 
Sunday  School.  Both  sing  in  our  choir.  I 
am  84  and  a  widow. 

The  teacher  of  the  high  school  class 
never  stayed  to  church;  neither  did 
members  of  the  class.  However,  the 
damage  is  done.  They  have  a  new 
teacher  who  comes  to  church  but  so  far 
the  class  doesn't  come.  Our  church  looks 
pitiful  without  any  young  people  in  it. 

The  teacher  is  now  in  the  adult  mixed 
Bible  class  and  we  discussed  this  not  long 
ago.  He  was  very  defensive.  He  believes 
church  school  is  more  important. 

I  replied  by  pointing  out  the  beauty  of 
our  church  service.  The  prayer  — 
preceded  by  a  musical  meditation,  (our 
organist  is  excellent .)  The  Responsive 
Reading  (sometimes  the  only  Bible 
reading  done  all  week),  the  Gloria,  The 
offering  and  Doxology,  the  Youth  Story 
(no  youth),  the  anthem,  the  sermon  —  all 
of  that  in  an  hour. 

Another  point,  which  is  a  weak  one, 
was  that  if  everyone  went  home  we 
wouldn't  need  a  pastor  and  look  how 
much  money  we  could  save! 

1  hope  others  will  write  you  with  more 
ideas  on  this  subject.  .  . 

Sincerely  yours, 
Mrs.  S.L. 

Dear  Mrs.  S.  L.: 

Thank  you  for  your  long  and  thoughtful 
letter,  sorry  I  could  not  print  it  all.  The 
suggestion  for  eliminating  the  clergy  is 
most  revealing.  To  me  it  says  that  the 
persons  who  said  this  mean  it  is  enough 
to  learn  about  the  faith  and  it  is  unneces¬ 
sary  to  practice  the  faith  within  the  com¬ 
munity  of  believers  in  acts  of  worship 
and  in  partaking  of  the  Sacraments. 

These  persons  remind  me  of  the  young 
man  who  read  all  the  marriage  manuals 
and  announced  that  “he  knew  all  about 
marriage."  Poor  boy! 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  The 
biblical  Deborah  helped  her  people  settle 
their  problems  and  our  modern  Deborah 
is  a  counselor  who  offers  her  insight  into 
contemporary  personal  needs.  Make  the 
letter  brief.  Although  individual  letters 
cannot  be  answered,  questions  for  the 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  letters. 
Write:  “Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 


STANCH  FIELD,  Minn.  (RNS)  -  A 
contemplative  retreat  center  which  will 
operate  on  an  ecumenical  basis  will  be 
dedicated  here  May  7. 

The  approach  will  be  to  “create  space 
for  people  who  are  living  under  all  kinds 
of  pressure  and  injustices,"  according  to 
Dr.  Loren  Halvorson,  who  with  his  wife, 
Ruth,  spearheaded  development  of  the 
center. 

Dr.  Halvorson  is  professor  of  church 
and  society  at  Luther-Northwestern 
Seminaries  at  St.  Paul. 

The  retreat  community  will  be  non- 
assertive,"  said  Dr.  Halvorson,  who 
explained  that  means  the  hosts  won’t  try 
to  put  you  down  and  you  won’t  have  to 
argue  about  it. 

“This  is  terribly  important  —  in  a  non¬ 
violent  way  to  give  people  courage.  Help 
them  realize  we’re  not  interested  in  male 
or  female  liberation,  but  human 
liberation ...” 

They  felt  called  to  establish  a  ministry 
working  with  small  groups  and  using  the 
retreat  method.  In  1974,  they  conducted 
several  retreats  and  found  great  interest 
—  and  more  people  wanted  to  come  than 
they  could  accommodate.  They 
committed  themselves  to  establish  the 
ARC  Retreat  Community. 

“We  are  convinced  of  the  value  of 


“Aqd  this  is  the  collection  plate  we 
use  for  those  hard-to-get-at  seats.” 


retreats  for  spiritual  well  being,"  said 
Ruth  Halvorson.  “We  all  occasionally 
need  to  withdraw,  set  ourselves  apart,  to 
be  silent  in  contemplation,  to  be 
renewed,  and  thus  better  able  to  function 
on  return  to  our  normal  activity.”  Ruth 
Halvorson  believes  “the  hand  of  God  has 
been  preparing  and  leading  us.  ” 

Built  of  logs,  the  center  has  three  parts 
—  quarters  for  the  permanent  core 
community,  rooms  for  retreat 
participants  and  joint  use  facilities.  It  is 
intended  that  the  core  community  will 
not  exceed  12  and  that  14  will  be  the 
retreat  capacity. 

Said  Dr.  Halvorson:  “We  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  nuclear  family  is 
in  trouble  —  it’s  disappearing,  going 
down  the  tube. 

“We  felt  we  could  extend  our  families, 
like  the  families  of  years  ago  —  the 
village,  the  tribe,  all  of  that.  We  work  in 
the  Third  World  quite  a  bit  and  are 
impressed  with  their  very  intact 
societies." 

During  a  two-week  stay  in  Switzerland, 
working  with  the  Lutheran  World 
Federation,  the  Halvorsons  observed  the 
use  of  retreats  in  Europe  and  realized 
that,  although  American  Catholics  used 
retreats  to  some  extent  they  were  little 
employed  by  Protestants. 


Retreat  center  to  give  people 
‘courage’  readied  in  Minnesota 


Board  of  Global  Ministries’  42  Reasons 

for  Supporting  Our  Louisiana  Missions 


DULAC  MacDONELL  PEOPLES 


Community  Center 

P.O.  Box  100  Dulac,  Louisiana,  70353 


Director:  Rev.  Spiller  Milton 


Miss  Wilhelmina  Hooper  went  to  Dulac 
in  1932  for  a  two  week  visit  and  stayed  39 
years.  With  the  support  of  her  sister. 
Miss  Hooper  began  a  school  for  Indian 
children.  It  was  a  ministry  of  love,  as  no 
funds,  no  facilities,  no  transportation  nor 
books  existed  when  she  arrived. 

When  public  education  was  opened  to 
the  Indians  in  1954,  Dulac  broadened  its 
program  to  become  a  community  center. 

Today  the  three  priorities  are 
education  —  including  a  kindergarten 
and  day  care  center  for  140  Indian,  black 


and  white  children,  a  home-start 
program,  and  an  off-campus  college 
course  in  cooperation  with  Nicholls  State 
University;  medical  —  a  full-time  nurse 
and  aide  working  in  the  community  and 
Center  clinics;  and  economic  —  helping 
fishermen  organize  to  finance  larger, 
modern  shrimp  boats  and  to  insure  the 
future  of  the  shrimp  industry  in  the  area . 
Many  other  services  are  also  provided. 

The  impetus  behind  the  work  remains 
unchanged,  “To  reflect  God’s  love  for  us 
by  our  love  and  service  to  our 
fellowmen.” 


United  Methodist 


United  Methodist  Center 


Children ’s  Services ,  Inc . 

1210  East  Main  Street  Houma.  Louisiana.  70360 
Executive  Director:  G.  J.  Bridges  A CSW 


MacDonell  was  founded  in  1919  by 
Misses  Ella  Hooper  and  Laura  White,  as 
a  French  Mission  School.  Next,  the 
center  concentrated  on  educating  Indian 
children  until  1953,  when  MacDonell 
began  serving  children  from  broken 
homes. 

The  purpose  now  reads: 

(1)  to  provide  twenty-four  hour  day 
care,  education  (in  the  Houma  public 
schools),  Christian  nurture,  study,  and 
treatment  of  neglected,  dependent 
children  in  need  of  care  outside  their  own 
homes;  (2)  to  insure  that  all  children 


admitted  received  the  best  possible  care 
in  a  Christian  environment;  and  (3)  to 
work  in  partnership  with  parents  and 
children  to  strengthen  family  ties  and 
assure  the  child  his  right  to  his  own 
family. 

To  this  end  all  professional  services 
shall  be  arranged  for  or  by  MacDonell 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Services, 
Inc. 

As  the  children  leave  the  Center, 
services  to  both  children  and  their 
parents  continue  as  needed. 


201  9  Simon  Bolivar  Aven lie 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  70113 

Director:  Hev.  W  m.  London,  Jr. 


The  Center  was  founded  on  July  4, 1922. 
In  1954,  it  moved  into  its  present  building, 
in  that  part  of  New  Orleans  called 
Central  City,  the  most  disadvantaged 
and  densely  populated  area  in  the  city. 

The  purpose  of  the  Center  is  to  build 
Christian  character  and  good  citizenship 
among  all  people  of  the  community  while 
rendering  needed  social  service. 


drama,  dancing  and  character 
development. 

More  than  200  teenagers  participate  in 
different  activities,  and  more  than  150 
adults  are  reached  through  classes  in 
sewing  and  nutrition;  civic,  social  and 
community  meetings;  workshops  and 
institutes;  and  Young  Marrieds  and 
Child-Teacher  Groups. 


Day  care  and  child  development 
programs  are  offered  year  round  to  200 
children.  During  the  summer,  classes 
are  offered  in  music,  arts  and  crafts, 


The  Center  is  owned  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  but  about  one  half  of 
its  support  comes  from  the  United  Fund 
of  The  Greater  New  Orleans  Area. 


Your  Giving 


Is  Important 


'  The  5  Projects  in  Louisiana— Dulac, 
MacDonell,  Peoples,  Sager  -Brown  and 
St.  Mark’s— receive  financial  support 
from  the  National  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  All  five  of  these 
projects  are  Louisiana  Conference 
ADVANCE  SPECIALS.  The  pledges  of 
United  Methodist  Women  provide  more 
than  40%  of  the  budgets  of  the  National 
and  World  Divisions  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Increased  giving  is  more  important 
than  ev^r  since  the  devaluation  of  the 
dollar  has  greatly  affected  world 
missions  and  decreased  giving  has 
resulted  in  cuts  in  appropriations  to 
national  and  world  projects.  Therefore, 
many  needs  are  not  being  met. 

By  increasing  your  UMW  pledge,  you 
will  be  better  supporting  the  5  Projects  in 
Louisiana,  as  well  as  all  national  and 
World  Division  Projects. 

All  pledges  and  gifts  should  go  through 
proper  channels  (the  local  treasurer, 
;District  and  Conference  Treasurers)  to 
:Women’s  Division. 

Pledges  to  missions  are  undesignated 
and  are  appropriated  to  Projects 
according  to  needs  insofar  as  funds  are 
available. 

Gifts  to  specific  projects  are 
designated  and  used  only  for  the  specific 
projects  indicated  by  the  donor. 


SAGER 

BROWN 

School 

P.O.Box  197  Baldwin,  Louisiana,  7051  4 


ST.  MARKS 

Community  Center 

1  1  30  N.  Rampart  Street 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  70116 


Supt:  Mrs.  Juanita  It  ie  Director:  David  Billings 


Sager  Brown  seeks  to  provide  for 
students  an  atmosphere  in  which  they 
may  grow  socially,  spiritually  and 
academically. 

It  serves  as  both  a  home  and  a  school 
for  the  students,  shaping  their  whole 
lives  in  classrooms,  dormitories,  chapel, 
recreation,  student  organizations  and 
various  other  activities,  twelve  months  a 
year.  Tutoring,  camping,  and  arts  and 
crafts  are  part  of  the  summer  program. 

Sager  Brown  School  ranges  from 
kindergarten  through  the  eighth  grade, 
serving  children  who  live  in  the 
community  as  well  as  those  from 


Louisiana  and  out-of-state  living  in  the 
dormitories. 

The  dormitories  have  facilities  for 
sixty  children—  thirty  boys  and  thirty 
girls. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  current 
term  is  about  115. 

Because  of  changing  needs,  Sager 
Brown  anticipates  a  change  in  its 
services  to  meet  these  needs. 

Sager  Brown  is  staffed  by  U.S.  2’s  and 
Deaconesses.  It  is  the  only  elementary 
school  supported  by  the  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


St.  Mark’s  is  a  United  Methodist 
agency  which  shows  that  people  care 
about  one  another,  and  that  God  is  at 
work  in  the  world. 

St.  Mark’s  serves  as  a  meeting  place 
for  many  groups  in  the  community;  a 
recreational  facility  for  hundreds  of 
young  people;  an  agency  which 
cooperates  with  other  agencies  for 
greater  effectiveness  in  a  common 
mission;  an  educational  resource  for 
churches  helping  people  to  learn  more 
about  society  through  training  and 
involvement;  a  leading  force  in 
providing  emergency  services  for 


thousands  of  young  Mardi  Gras  visitors; 
operator  of  a  camp  near  Covington  which 
provides  healthy  physical,  psychological 
and  social  experiences  for  200  inner-city 
children;  and  an  institution  channeling 
energies  of  diverse  individuals  toward 
better  lives,  self-determination, 
neighborhood  improvement  and  dignity. 

Presently,  St.  Mark’s  houses  a  free 
medical  clinic,  the  Community  Kitchen, 
a  temporary  shelter  for  youth,  a  year 
round  recreation  and  physical  education 
program,  and  the  Innovative  Education 
Coalition.  The  program  operates  in  some 
aspect  seven  days  a  week. 


Louisiana 


Conference 


Missionaries 


Patterson  and  Gretchen  Benner 
Address  : 

House  s 1 

4- 22  MINZMI  AOYAMA, 

5- CHOME,  MINATO-KU, 

TOKYO  107,  JAPAN 

Mrs.  Doretha  Brown  Cooper 
Address: 

Box  1010 

Monrovia,  Liberia 
West  Africa 

The  Rev.  David  T.  Lowry  and 
Dr.  Mary  Sue  Hart  Lowry 
Address: 

Cas.  4214 

Valparaiso,  ChileS.  A. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  H.  Messenger, 
Address : 

C/O  Mr.  Robert  F.  Duncan 
3113  Idle  Days  Drive 
Shreveport,  LA  71107 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Spitzkeit 
Address : 

Methodist  Mission 
P.O.Box  16 
TAEJON,  KOREA  300 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  A.  Welch 
Address : 

Christian  Counselling  Centre 
SAINATHAPURAM,  VELLORE-1, 
TAMILNADU  632  001,  INDIA 
Dr.  Vela  H.  Cleveland  - 
Address : 

Ellen  T.  Cowen  Memorial  Hospital 

P.  O.  Box  s4 

Kolar 

Karnataka  563 101,  India 


Other  Institutions  and  Agencies 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION  OF  LOUISIANA,  1010  Mid  South 
Towers,  Shreveport  71101 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  OF  LOUISIANA,  P.  O.  Box  4188,  Shreveport  71104 
CONFERENCE  BOARD  OF  PENSIONS,  P.  O.  Box  4303,  Shreveport  7 1104 
DILLARD  UNIVERSITY,  2601  Gentilly  Boulevard,  New  Orleans  70122 
FLINT-GOODRIDGE  HOSPITAL  OF  DILLARD  UNIVERSITY,  2425  Louisiana 
Avenue,  New  Orleans  70115 

GLENWOOD  HOSPITAL,  P.  O.  Box  1637,  West  Monroe  71291 
HUGHES  CENTER,  805  North  39th  Street,  Baton  Rouge  70802 
LAFON  HOME,  4038  Buchanan,  New  Orleans  70122 

METHODIST  HOME  HOSPITAL,  P.O.  Box  15109,  Station  B,  New  Orleans  70175 
METHODIST  HOSPITAL,  5620  Read  Boulevard,  New  Orleans  70127 
METROPOLITAN  MINISTRIES  OF  NEW  ORLEANS.  2208  Andrews  Street,  New 
Orleans  70113 

RETIRED  MINISTERS'  HOME 
BOARD,  Box  127,  Jena  71342 
SHREVEPORT  METROPOLITAN 
MINISTRIES,  P.  O.  Box  112, 

Shreveport  71161 

SPANISH  SPEAKING  MINISTRIES 
OF  NEW  ORLEANS,  1818  Chestnut 
Street,  New  Orleans  70130 
STUDY  COMMITTEE  ON 
RETIREMENT,  HOUSING  & 

HEALTH  CARE,  P.  O.  Box  6026, 

Shreveport  7 1106 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S 
HOME,  900  South  Vienna,  P.  O. 

Drawer  H,  Ruston  71270 

CAMPS: 

CAMP  BREWER,  c/oAlexandria 


District  Superintendent,  1818  Texas  Avenue,  Alexandria  71301 
CAMP  ISTROUMA,  Greenwell  Springs  70739 
CANEY  LAKE  CAMP,  Route  3,  Box  277,  Minden  71055 

GULFSIDE  ASSEMBLY  AND  CAMP,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Waveland,  Mississippi  39576 
LAKE  CHARLES  CAMP,  Box  5,  Leblanc 70651 

ST.  MARK’S  CAMP  (Covington)  c/o  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  1130  N. 
Rampart,  New  Orleans  70116 

LOUISIANA  INTER  CHURCH  CONFERENCE,  9320  W.  Van,  Baton  Rouge  70815 
WESLEY  FOUNDATIONS: 

LOUISIANA  TECH  U.  WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  Tech  Station,  Box  4905,  Ruston 
71270 

LSU  AT  ALEXANDRIA,  (Part  Time)  Contact  District  Superintendent 
LSU,  BATON  ROUGE,  UNITING  CAMPUS  MINISTRY,  333  East  Chimes,  Baton 
Rouge  80802 

LSUATEUNICE  (Part  Time)  Contact  District  Superintendent 
LSU  AND  SOUTHERN  U.  AT  SHREVEPORT  (Part  Time)  6312  Sandbeach 
Drive,  Shreveport  71105 

McNEESE  STATE  U.  WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  426  East  Jefferson,  Lake 
Charles  70601 

NICHOLLS  STATE  U.  WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  1257  Canal  Blvd.,  Thibodaux 
70301 

NORTHEAST  U.  WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  112  Delano  Drive,  Monroe  71201 
NORTHWESTERN  U.  WESLEY  FOUNDATION.  P.  O.  Box  4285,  Natchitoches 
71457 

SOUTHEASTERN  U.  WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  P.  O.  Box  2579,  Hammond  70401 
SOUTHERN  U.  WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  9636  Chanadia  Drive,  Baton  Rouge 
70810 

SOUTHWESTERN  LA.  WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  P.  O.  Box  220,  Lafayette  70501 
TULANE-NEWCOMB  &  MEDICAL  MINISTRY,  7102  Freret  Street,  New  Orleans 
70118 

UNO,  SOUTHERN,  DELGADO,  WESLEY  CAMPUS  MINISTRY,  1351  Soldiers, 
New  Orleans  70122 
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MAY  5.  1978 


nnual  Conference  preview 


"it  was  at  this  same  time  last  year  that 
we  first  met,  and  I  will  never  forget  — 
and  will  always  appreciate  your  warm 
welcome.  Now  it  is  my  turn  to  welcome 
you  back  to  Centenary  College  for 
Annual  Conference.  All  of  us  at 
Centenary  will  do  everything  possible  to 
make  your  stay  with  us  most  pleasant 
and  productive.  Because  of  your 
prayerful  support  and  God's  blessings, 
Centenary  has  had  a  good  year,  as  I  will 
report  to  you  at  Annual  Conference.  I 
know  now,  what  last  year  I  only 
believed:  that  we  have  this  ministry 
together.'" 


DR.  DONALD  A.  WEBB.  Centenary 
President,  will  be  the  preacher  for  the 
Service  of  Ordination  Thursday  evening. 


Board  of  Pensions  proposes 
4-year  financial  crusade 


Approval  will  also  be  requested  for  an 
Order  of  the  Day  at  9:30  on  Thursday 
morning,  for  Report  »1  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions.  The  Board  is  proposing 
$4,000,000  financial  crusade,  over  and 
above  the  annual  pension  apportionment, 
in  order  to  further  fund  our  pension 
reponsibilities.  This  sum  is  to  be  raised 
over  a  four  year  period,  and  it  is 
proposed  each  church  will  be  given  a 
financial  objective  based  on  the 
conference  decimal  formula  as  its 
proportionate  part  of  the  conference 
goal.  Some  of  the  money  is  to  be  raised 
through  solicitation  of  individual  pledges 
from  lay  persons.  The  Board  alsfo 
proposes  that  the  ministers  contribute 
3%  of  their  base  salaries  over  and  above 
any  payments  now  being  made,  with 
such  funds  going  to  the  crusade  treasury. 
An  increase  in  the  current  pension  rate  of 
$3.00  per  year,  each  year,  in  1979,  1980 
and  1981  is  also  being  proposed.  The 
ration  will  be  per  service  as  follows:  $105 
- 1978,  $108  - 1979,  $111  - 1980,  $114  - 1981. 

A  Luncheon  will  honor  Retiring 
Ministers  and  Spouses  -  at  Noel 
Memorial  Wednesday  noon. 

The  Board  requests  on  additional 
$100,000  in  the  regular  asking  for 
pensions.  It  recommends  that  the 
Hospital  and  Medical  Expense  program 
be  amended  by  the  following  additon:  In 
any  calendar  year,  after  a  person  has 
paid  $500  out  of  his  own  funds  for  medical 
expense  or  after  his  family  has  expended 
$1,500,  the  program  would  pay  100%  of 
additional  costs  covered  by  the  program. 

New  church  sites;  new 
Advance  Specials  proposed 
Louisiana  B.G.M. 


by 


The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
planning  to  develop  a  conference  wide 
church  extension  plan  to  enable 
acquisition  of  a  significant  number  of 
sites  for  new  churches.  These  plans  will 
be  coordinated  with  the  Board  of  the 
Laity  and  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  $37,694  is  now  pledged  to 
underwrite  the  salaries  of  missionaries 
from  this  conference.  A  Hunger  Meal  will 
be  held  during  Annual  Conference  to 
support  the  UMCOR  Hunger  Advance 
Special.  Three  agencies  are  newly 
recommended  for  approval  as 
Conference  Advance  Specials.  They  are: 
The  Methodist  Home  Hospital,  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  and  the 
Revolving  Loan  Fund. 

The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
announces  schedule  toward 
Conference  relationship 

Pastors'  School  Speakers  Offer  a 
Variety  of  Interests. 

The  Board  of  the  Ordained  Ministry 
reminds  ministers  that  those  seeking  a 
change  in  conference  relationship  should 
notify  the  Board  not  less  than  90  days 
prior  to  the  opening  of  conference.  All 
candidates  for  the  ordained  ministry 
must  receive  a  Certificate  of  Candidacy 
issued  by  the  District  Committee  on  the 
Ordained  Ministry.  A  person  seeking 
probationary  membership  this  year 
must  be  certified  as  a  candidate  for 
ministry  by  June  1,  but  to  be  eligible  for 
probationary  membership  in  1980,  the 
candidate  must  be  certified  by  June  1, 
1979  (a  year  before  being  received  on 
probation).  The  Board  announces  a 
unique  pastors’  school:  Dr.  John  Savage 
will  lead  sessions  on  New  Models  for  the 
Church  School,  while  Bishop  Joseph  A. 
Johnson,  of  the  CME  Church,  will  be 
guest  preacher. 


This  amendment  is  subject  to  the  $200,000 
lifetime  limitation,  and  does  not  apply  to 
those  over  65  years  of  age  or  to  out 
patient  psychiatric  care. 

Renewal  of  Church 
School ,  a  priority 
for  1977, 1978 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  continues  its 
work  on  the  conference  program 
priority,  Renewal  of  the  Church  School. 
Two  lab  schools  have  been  planned  in  the 
coming  year.  Marriage  Enrichment 
sessions  will  be  held  in  five  districts  this 
year.  Young  Adult  events  will  include  a 
retreat  June  23-24  at  Camp  Istrouma  and 
a  canoe  trip,  October  13-14.  Evangelism 
rallies  are  proposed  for  each  district  in 
the  fall  of  1978.  Training  in  the  New  Life 
Mission  program  and  a  Church  Growth 
seminar  are  also  planned. 

A  pilot  program  initiated 
by  Committee  on  Ethnic 

Minority  Local  Church 

The  Committee  on  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  reports  a  pilot  project  has 
been  initiated  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
Hammond  and  Baton  Rouge  Lafayette 
Districts,  to  train  persons  for  church 
school  leadership  in  the  ethnic  minority 
churches.  An  Ethnic  Minority 
Convocation  on  the  Ministry  will  be  held 
June  17,  1978,  at  First  Church, 

Alexandria. 

A  Task  Committee  of  the  Conference 
Ethnic  Committee  announces  the 
employment  of  Mrs.  Marian  Heath 
Griffin  to  direct  a  Pilot  Project  in  giving 
Church  School  development  assistance  to 
the  Norwood  Circuit  of  which  Rev. 
James  Smith  is  Pastor.  Mrs.  Griffin 
began  her  work  March  15,  and  will 
continue  for  three  months  on  this  Charge. 
Mrs.  Griffin  has  a  BA  degree  from 
Delaware  State  College  and  a  M.R.E. 
degree  from  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  She  has  done 
additional  study  at  Atlanta  University, 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  and 
Northwestern  of  Evanston,  Illinois. 


Mrs.  Marian 
Griffin,  Director  in 
the  Pilot  Project.  \ 


Proposed  increases 
of  CFA  include  educational 
priorities  fund 

The  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  is  proposing  increases  in 
apportionments  which  total  12.9%. 
Increases  total  some  $344,200.  Major 
items  included  in  the  proposed  increases 
are  as  follows:  The  budget  for  the 
Council  on  Ministries  would  be  increased 
$39,000,  primarily  to  allow  the  addition  of 
a  staff  person  to  work  in  youth  ministry 
and  Christian  education.  The  Council  on 
Ministries  is  continuing  its  work  to  aid 
implementation  of  the  conference 
program  priority,  Renewal  of  the  Church 
School.  The  Staff  person  in  youth 
ministry  and  education  should  enable  the 
COM  to  expand  its  services  to  our 
churches.  A  $100,000  increase  is  proposed 
fro  the  Board  of  Pensions  in  addition  to 
the  capital  funds  campaign,  to  provide 
more  adequate  funding  for  our  pension 
program.  Centenary  College’s  asking  is 
up  by  $100,000  in  the  CFA  proposal,  to 
provide  more  ongoing  support  for 
Centenary.  A  new  line  item  proposed  by 
the  CFA  is  called  The  Educational 
Priorities  Fund.  This  fund  is  for  the 
support  of  Southern  Methodist 
University  (45.45%  of  the  money), 
Dillard  University  (32%),  and  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute  (22.08%).  All  the 
conferences  in  this  jurisdiction  will  be 
asked  to  support  the  Educational 
Priorities  Fund.  Small  increases  have 
been  recommended  for  many  other 
causes  represented  in  our  askings,  and 
the  details  appear  in  the  pre-conference 
reports. 

Priorities  for  Commission  on 
Higher  Education  seek 

to  involve  local  church 

The  Commission  on  Higher  Education 
and  the  Campus  Ministry  report 
indicated  that  priorities  in  campus 
ministry  now  include  renewal  of  the 
United  Methodist  Student  Movement, 
developing  closer  ties  with  the  Iocs*, 
churches  and  becoming  more  involved  in 
the  total  ministry  of  the  church,  and 
working  toward  community  among 
campus  ministers  through  meetings  for 
evaluation,  study,  worship  and  planning. 


Members  of  West  Monroe's  First  UMC 
United  Methodist  Women  are  preparing 
a  thirty-by-eight-foot  banner  for  the 
Centenary  College  " Gold  Dome." 

At  the  sewing  machine  is  Mrs.  Geneva 
Dukes,  and  (L  to  R)  are  Mrs.  Lela  Allen, 
Mrs.  Mary  Kate  Boyce,  Mrs.  Lee  Ann 
Pirkey,  Mrs.  Maida  Willis,  and  Mrs. 
LaVerne  Mouser.  Also  on  the  committee, 
but  not  pictured,  are  Mrs.  Virginia  Ward 
and  Mrs.  Pearl  Branch. 

The  project  was  undertaken  by  the 
United  Methodist  women.  Mrs.  Maida 
Willis,  President,  at  the  request  of 
Centenary  College's  President  Donald  A. 
Webb  for  the  banners  to  be  hung  in  the 
meeting  place  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  May  30  -  June  2. 

The  Gold  Dome,  according  to 
President  Webb,  "usually  looks  like  what 
it  is,  a  basketball  court."  In  his  request 
for  help  President  Webb  said,  ".  .  .  if 
each  of  the  Methodist  Churches  in 
Louisiana  were  to  provide  a  Christian 
banner,  on  those  many  occasion's  when  a 
worship  service  is  held  there 
(Conference,  Commencement,  etc.),  we 
could  swiftly  make  it  a  setting  that  is 
beautiful,  significant,  and  sacred. 

The  banner,  bordered  in  green,  is 
composed  of  stripes  of  gold  and  yellow 
satin  radiating  from  a  sun  at  its  base  and 
is  overlaid  with  green  felt  letters 
proclaiming,  "1  am  the  light  of  the 
World." 

Credit  for  the  banner's  design  goes  to 
Mrs.  Lee  Ann  Pirkey,  local  Church 
Banner  Chairperson. 


Task  Force  Committee  left  to  right:  Rev.  Harvey  Williamson,  Rev.  George 
Calvin,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas,  Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery, 
Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  and  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  Other  members  of  the  committee 
not  pictured  include  Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn  and  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire. 


Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent,  will  preach  the 
Memorial  sermon  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Guest  speakers 
to  fill  pulpit  for 

evening  sessions 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina  and  Rev.  Janice  Huie  of 
Austin,  Texas  will  be  guest  speakers  at 
the  forthcoming  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  May  30  -  June  2, 1978. 
Bishop  Allen  will  preach  on  Tuesday 
evening,  while  Rev.  Huie  will  be  the 
preacher  for  the  Wednesday  evening 
session. 

Legislative  intern 
continues 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
reports  that  the  legislative  intern  Donald 
Bradley  has  been  employed  at  nominal 
salary.  He  will  compile  information  for 
mailing  to  the  churches  on  legislation  of 
concern  to  Christians,  which  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  forthcoming  session  of  the 
legislature.  Among  its  recommenda¬ 
tions,  the  Board  will  ask  the  conference 
to  approve  a  statement  calling  for 
approval  by  police  jury  and  by  popular 
referendum  before  nuclear  wastes  could 
be  stored  in  Louisiana  salt  domes.  H^ 
may  be  reached  either  through  the 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry,  LSU  or  the 
Interchurch  Conference,  440  N.  Foster 
Dr.  B.K.,  70806. 

Youth  activities 
scheduled  into 
November 

The  Conference  Youth  Team  has 
scheduled  several  events,  including 
Youth  Assembly,  June  14-16,  Dillard 
University,  Christian  Community 
Experience  July  10-15  at  Caney  Lake  and 
July  17-22  at  Lake  Charles  District 
Camp,  and  Youth  Assembly-Christianity 
and  the  Arts  on  November  11  at  First 
Church,  Alexandria. 


Commission  on  Religion 
&  Race  seeks  to  involve 
more  local  people 

The  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
requests  district  secretaries  of  R  and  R 
to  sponsor,  through  the  district,  at  least 
one  activity  involving  local  church  R  &  R 
chairpersons,  requests  information 
about  progress  toward  inclusiveness, 
asks  for  local  church  support  for  the 
missional  priorities,  and  attendance  by 
conference  leadership  at  a  Consultation 
on  Racism. 

COSROW  to  make  first 
report  at  Conference 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  COSROW  is  now  active 
in  our  conference  and  will  make  its  first 
report.  A  luncheon,  sponsored  by  this 
commission,  honoring  women  in 
ministry  in  our  conference  will  be  held  at 
Noel  Wednesday  noon. 

Increases  reported  by 
United  Methodist  Women 

United  Methodist  Women  report  a  10% 
increase  in  membership,  and  surpassed 
their  $159,000  pledge  to  missions  by 
$27,000. 

Parsonage  Standards 
Committee  makes 
first  year’s  report 

The  Committee  on  Parsonage 
Standards  is  a  new  organization  which 
will  report  to  the  conference  this  year  for 
the  first  time. 


Conference  program  and  agenda 

Tuesday,  May  30, 1978  Chaplains  and  Chaplains  of 

In  First  Church.  Institutions 


Shreveport 

2:00  p.m.  Openinging  Hymn:  And  Are 
We  Yet  Alive? 

Prayer:  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Sham blin 
2:10  p.m.  Organization  of  the  Annual 
Conference 

Passage  of  Character  of  Ministers 
2:20  p.m.  Welcome  -  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes, 
Host  Pastor 

2:30  p.m.  Service  of  Commemoration 
and  Holy  Communion 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin, 
Celebrant 

Preaching:  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Sr. 

In  the  Physical  Education 
Center,  Centenary  College 
7:30  p.m.  Preaching  Service:  Bishop 
L.  Scott  Allen,  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina 

Wednesday,  May  31, 1978 
In  Hargrove  Memorial 
Theatre,  Centenary  College 
7:00  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service  - 
Board  of  Laity 

In  the  Physical 

Education  Center,  Centenary  College 
8:30  a.m.  Morning  Worship 
9:00  a.m.  The  Rules  Committee 
THE  PROGRAM  REPORT  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
9:15  a.m.  Council  on  Ministries 
9:30  a.m.  Board  of  Discipleship 
10:25  a.m.  United  Methodist  Women 
10:35  a.m.  Recess 

10:55  a.m.  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Children’s  Ministries:  La.  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  Macdonell  U.M. 
Children’s  Services,  Methodist 
Home-Hospital 

Community  Centers:  Dulac,  Hughes, 
Peoples’,  St.  Mark 

Homes  for  Retired  and  Aging:  Lafon, 
Methodist  Retirement  Services, 
Retired  Ministers’ 

Hospitals:  Flint-Goodridge, 

Glenwood,  Methodist 
Metropolitan  Ministries:  New 
Orleans,  Shreveport 
Schools :  Sager-Brown 
Other:  Spanish-American  Ministry 
11:50  a.m.  Order  of  the  Day:  Centenary 
College 

12:10  p.m.  Commission  on  Higher 
Education 
Campus  Ministry 

12:25  p.m.  Introduction  of  Visitors, 
Announcements 
12:30  p.m.  Adjournment 
THE  PROGRAM  REPORT  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
(Continued) 

2:15  p.m.  Opening  Prayer 
2:30  p.m.  Board  of  Laity  and  the  One 
Thousand  Club 

2:40  p.m.  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race 

2:55  p.m.  The  Board  of  Diaconal 
Ministry 

3:15  p.m.  Representatives  of  Schools  of 
Theology 

3:30  p.m.  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic- 
Foundation 

3:50  p.m.  Announcements 
4:00  p.m.  Adjournment 

In  the  Physical 

Education  Center,  Centenary  College 

7:30  p.m.  Preaching  Service  and 
Consecration  of  Diaconal 
Ministers 

The  Rev.  Janice  Huie,  Austin,  Texas 
Thursday,  June  1, 1978 
In  the  Hargrove  Memorial 
Theatre,  Centenary  College 
7:00  a.m.  Sunrise  Devotional  Service  - 
Board  of  Laity 

In  the  Physical 

Education  Center,  Centenary  College 
8:30  a.m.  Morning  Worship 
The  Committee  on  Journal 
THE  FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
9:00  a.m.  The  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration 

9:25  a.m.  The  Conference  Treasurer 
and  Statistician 

9:30  a.m.  Order  of  the  Day:  Report  #1 
Board  of  Pensions 

THE  ORDAINED  MINISTRY  REPORT 
OF  THE  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
9:55  a.m.  The  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry 

Recognition  of  Retiring  Ministers 
10:25  a.m.  Recess 

10:45  a.m.  Continue  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry 
Approval  of  Local  Pastors 
Admittance  of  Associate  Members 
Admittance  of  Probationary 
Members 

Elections  of  Elders 
Reception  of  Class  in  Full  Connection 
Other  Business  of  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry 

12:20  p.m.  Presentation  of  Military 


Dr.  Clark  reports 
a  good  year 

Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark  reports  that  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  can  now 
account  for  $720,800  in  moneys  given, 
pledged  or  willed  to  United  Methodist 
institutions  in  Louisiana. 

Dr.  Clark,  executive  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana,  recently  met  with  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  the  Rev.  Roy 
Felder,  Texas  Conference  Foundation 
Director,  and  the  twelve  district 
superintendents  of  the  Texas  Conference 
Cabinet.  Dr.  Clark  served  as  a  resource 
person  in  helping  the  Texas  Conference 
leaders  to  establish  a  United  Methodist 
Foundation  in  the  Texas  Conference.  The 
new  Foundation  should  be  underway 
following  the  Texas  Annual  Conference 
in  June.  The  organization  structure  of  the 
Texas  Foundation  will  closely  parallel 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Foundation. 

Mrs.  Clark  (Kay)  accompanied  Dr. 
Clark  on  the  Colorado  trip.  While  they 
were  there,  they  enjoyed  a  few  days 
vacation  in  the  mountains. 


12:30  p.m.  Adjournment 

In  the  Physical 

Education  Center.  Centenary  College 
THE  ORDAINED  MINISTRY  REPORT 
OF  THE  ANNUAL  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  (continued) 

2:30  p.m.  Opening  Prayer 
2:35  p.m.  The  Commission  on 
Equitable  Salaries 

2:50  p.m.  The  Board  of  Pensions, 
Report  #2 

3:30  p.m.  Ministers'  Emergency  Aid 
Fund 

3:50  p.m.  The  Committee  on 
Parsonage  Standards 
Conclusion  of  the  Ministry  Report 
Presentation  of  Representative  of 
United  Methodist  Publishing 
House 

3:55  p.m.  Announcements 
4:00  p.m.  Adjournment 

In  First  Church,  Shreveport 
7:30  p.m.  The  Service  of  Ordination 
Preaching:  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb 
Friday,  June  2, 1978 
In  Hargrove  Memorial 
Theatre,  Centenary  College 
Sunrise  Devotional  Service  - 
Board  of  Laity 
In  the  Physical 
Education  Center, 

Centenary  College 
8:30  a.m.  Morning  Worship 
9.00  a.m.  The  Committee  on  Journal 
THE  LEGAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
9:05  a.m.  The  Legal  Conference  and 
Conference  Trustees 
9:25  a.m.  The  Episcopal  Residence 
Committee 

9:35  a.m.  Conclusion  of  the  Legal 
Report 

ADDITIONAL  PROGRAM  REPORTS 
OF  THE  ANNUAL  CONFER¬ 
ENCE 

9:35  a.m.  Committee  on  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church 
9:50  a.m.  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana 

10:00  a.m.  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History 

10:15  a.m.  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women 
10:30  a.m.  Recess 

10:50  a.m.  Committee  on  Communica¬ 
tions 

10:55  a.m.  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference 

11:05  a.m.  Conclusion  of  Additional 
Program  Reports 

CONCLUDING  BUSINESS  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
11:05  a.m.  Lameco  Federal  Credit 
Union 

11:15  a.m.  Committee  on  Review  and 
Resolutions 

11:35  a.m.  Committee  on  Nominations 
11:45  a.m.  Committee  on  Courtesies 
11:55  a.m.  Appointments  and  Ritual  of 
Sending  Forth 

12:30  p.m.  Adjournment:  A  Charge  to 
Keep  I  Have 

DINNERS,  LUNCHEONS 
Wednesday,  May  31 

7:30  a.m.  Board  of  Laity  Breakfast, 
Centenary  Room,  Centenary 
College  Cafeteria 

12:30  p.m.  Board  of  Trustees, 
Centenary  Room,  Centenary 
College  Cafeteria 

12:30  p.m.  Asbury  Seminary  Luncheon, 
First  Church,  Room  201 
12:30  p.m.  Historical  Society,  Green 
Room,  Centenary  College 
Cafeteria 

12:30  p.m.  Board  of  Pensions  Lunch 
Honoring  Retiring  Ministers  and 
Spouses,  Noel  Memorial 
12:30  p.m.  Commission  of  Status  &  Role 
of  Women  Lunch  Honoring  Women 
in  the  Ministry  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference 

3:00  -  5:00  p.m.  Tea  Honoring  Mrs. 
Shamblin  and  Guests,  James 
Dorm,  Centenary  College 
5:30  p.m.  Emory  Dinner,  South  Dining 
Room,  Centenary  College 
Cafeteria 

5:30  p.m.  Perkins  Dinner,  Room  101, 
Hunter  Activities  Building,  First 
Church 

5:30  p.m.  Duke  Dinner,  Noel  Memorial 
Thursday,  June  1 

12:30  p.m.  Parsonette  Luncheon,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Bossier 
Chaplain’s  Luncheon:  Military, 
Institutional  Hospital  and  Part 
Time  Chaplains,  Centenary  Room, 
Centenary  College  Cafeteria 

Special  Notices 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Spitzkeit 
left  their  mission  assignment  in  Korea 
and  returned  to  the  United  States  on 
April  2,  so  that  Betty  might  receive  medi¬ 
cal  attention  which  has  become  neces¬ 
sary  at  this  time.  Pete  and  Betty  are  now 
located  in  Rochester,  Minn,  where  Betty 
has  been  undergoing  radiation  therapy 
and  oral  chemo-therapy  at  Rochester 
Methodist  Hospital.  This  radiation 
therapy  was  to  be  completed  on  April  25 
and  it  is  the  plan  of  the  Spitzkeits’  to 
remain  in  Rochester  until  June  17, 
through  the  time  of  their  daughter  Beth’s 
wedding.  Correspondence  to  the 
Spitzkeit’s  can  be  sent  to  either  of  the  two 
addresses  which  follow: 

It  is  their  plan  following  Beth’s 
wedding  June  17  to  go  then  to  Gulfport 
Mississippi  where  they  will  reside  with 
Pete’s  mother,  and  correspondence  at 
that  time  can  be  addressed : 

%  Rev.  Robert  C.  Painter 
1730  Third  A  ve. ,  NE 
Rochester,  Minn.  55901 
%  Mrs.  Myrtis  E.  Spitzkeit 
Spanish  Oakes  # 40 
Gulfport,  Miss.  39501 

Mr.  Wayne  Bryan.  67,  Springhill,  died 
suddenly  in  Shreveport  April  23.  Funeral 
Services  were  held  in  Springhill  April  25 
with  burial  in  Shreveport.  Mr.  Bryan  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Margaret  Bryan 
and  two  sons  and  several  grandchildren. 
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If  priorities  are  to  continue  next 
quadrennium,  they  need  redesign 


Two  of  United  Methodism  s  general 
agencies  have  now  suggested  that  the 
church’s  three  "missional  priorities’’  — 
world  hunger,  ethnic  minority  local 
churches,  and  evangelism  —  should  be 
continued  between  1980  and  1984  (see 
TM/UMR,  Dec.  9and  April  14). 

Considering  the  validity  of  these 
emphases  and  the  inadequate  response 
they  have  received  thus  far  from  the 
church’s  members,  this  suggestion 
seems  destined  to  gain  support  as  the 
1980  General  Conference  approaches 
Before  the  bandwagon  simply  to 
"carry  on"  with  these  three  “priorities’’ 
gets  rolling  too  fast,  however,  we  believe 
a  sobering  question  needs  to  be  faced  and 
answered:  Why  has  the  "  missional 
priorities"  program,  as  presently  set  up. 
failed  to  capture  the  imagination  and 
support  of  the  church’s  members? 

We  do  not  believe  the  difficulty  lies 
primarily  in  recalcitrant  pastors  or 
indifferent  congregations,  as  some  have 
suggested  Nor  can  the  difficulty  be 
traced  to  a  failure  to  promote  the 
program  effectively  by  the  church's 
bishops  and  its  communications  arms. 

We  believe  the  "missional  priorities" 
emphasis  is  lagging  because  of  the  basic 
way  it  is  conceived  and  structured.  At  a 
time  when  most  people  are  searching  for 
concrete  ways  of  distributing  their 
benevolent  resources,  our  church  has 
created  a  program  with  lofty  generalized 


goals  and  provided  virtually  no  specific 
examples  of  how  "missional  priority" 
contributions  are  benefiting  hungry 
people  or  ethnic  congregations. 
Responsibility  for  carrying  out  the 
program  is  divided  up  among  so  many 
different  general  agencies  that  it  has 
appeared  to  be  more  a  bureaucratic 
maze  than  a  coordinated  effort  to 
engage  in  urgent  Christian  mission. 

The  needs  to  which  the  three 
"missional  priorities"  are  supposed  to 
minister  deserve  the  attention  and 
support  of  United  Methodist  Christians 
If  these  "priorities"  are  to  be  continued 
another  four  years  —  and  we  believe  they 
probably  should  be  -  then  we  believe  it 
is  critically  important  that  the  program 
to  deal  with  them  be  redesigned  to  appeal 
to  the  missionary  commitment  of  our 
church's  members  Specifically,  we 
believe  that  the  "  missional  priorities 
should  be  coordinated  and  administered 
by  a  special,  broadly-based  churchwide 
commission  rather  than  having  this 
responsibility  diffused  among  existing 
general  church  agencies  And  we  believe 
that  the  program  needs  to  be 
reconstructed  so  that  specific  missional 
needs  may  be  made  visible  to  the 
church's  members.  If  the  church's 
members  are  shown  an  urgent  need,  we 
believe  they  can  be  trusted  to  provide  an 
urgent  response 


Betty  Ford  provides  example 


Former  First  Lady  Betty  Ford  is  a 
person  of  remarkable  candor. 

She  has  proved  herself  consistently  to 
possess  a  kind  of  honesty  and 
straightforwardness  rare  in  most 
persons  —  particularly  those  in  the 
public  eye.  Her  much  publicized 
frankness  has  ranged  from  open 
discussions  about  her  views  on  pre 
marital  sex,  abortion  and  her  son's 
admission  to  smoking  marijuana  to  the 
sharing  of  her  feelings  following  breast 
removal  surgery  in  1974. 

With  that  same  kind  of  openness,  Mrs 
Ford  recently  admitted  to  being 

hooked"  on  medications  and  alcohol 
and  committed  herself  for  treatment  to  a 
drug  and  alcohol  rehabilitation  center  in 
Long  Beach.  Calif. 

Her  "drug  abuse,"  she  said,  was  the 
result  of  ""overmedication"  to  relieve  the 
pain  for  arthritis  and  a  pinched  nerve  in 
her  neck  Her  alcohol  abuse  was  a 
compounding  factor,  heightened  by 
tensions  of  public  life  and  physical 
distress 

Mrs  Ford's  ordeal  stands  as  a 
reminder  to  all  of  us  that  drug  abuse  —  or 
chemical  abuse,  as  it  is  more  accurately 
described  —  is  not  Just  something  that 
happens  to  the  poor  in  the  ghetto  or 


among  the  criminal  element  of  our 
society  Experts  in  the  field  tell  us  that 
most  "chemical  dependency"  in  our 
society  is  in  the  middle  class  and  most 
abuse  does  not  involve  "street  drugs" 
such  as  heroin,  but  prescription  drugs 
such  as  tranquilizers  and  diet  pills 
The  most  difficult  part  of  dealing  with 
a  drug  or  alcohol  problem  is  open 
admission  that  a  problem  exists,  we  also 
are  told 

Drug  addiction,  most  of  us  seem  to 
feel,  is  not  something  that  happens  to 
good  Christian  people  And  when  it 
does  happen,  hiding  the  fact  often 
becomes  more  important  than  seeking  to 
overcome  it. 

It  is  time  to  admit  that  many  persons  in 
all  strata  of  society  —  many  of  them 
good  Christian  people"  —  find 
themselves  caught  up  in  chemical  abuse 
of  one  kind  or  another 
We  hope  that  other  "hooked"  persons 
will  be  encouraged  by  Mrs  Ford’s  action 
to  reach  the  hard,  but  redemptive, 
conclusion  that  she  faced  upon  entering 
the  hospital :  "It  s  an  insidious  thing,  and 
I  mean  to  rid  myself  of  its  damaging 
effects  There  have  been  too  many  things 
|that  1  have  overcome  to  forever  be 
gardened  with  this  " 


TM/UMR  Hoi  Line 


How  can  1  offer  my  body 


to  help  after  I  am  dead? 


In  reading  your  articles  on  funerals 
and  flowers  vs.  no  flowers.  I  was  disap¬ 
pointed  at  the  omission  of  another  Im¬ 
portant  consideration  at  the  time  of  a 
person's  death. 

That  is,  the  gift  of  the  body  or  a  part  of 
the  body— as  in  a  kidney  or  eye  for  trans¬ 
plant.  or  the  body  for  research.  What 
more  Christian  act  than  to  give  one's 
body  for  the  life  of  another. 

Please  give  information  on  how  the 
family  proceeds  with  a  donation. 

Gwen  Jolly, 
Arcadia.  California 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  persons 
can  arrange  while  they  are  living  to 
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serve  the  needs  of  others  after  they  have 
died,  These  ways  are  increasing  but  each 
requires  careful  advance  consideration 
of  what  agency  is  involved,  what 
bequeathal  documents  are  required,  and 
who  should  be  informed 

The  most  common  ways  of  helping 
are  ( 1 )  permission  for  an  autopsy  which 
can  add  to  the  knowledge  of  medical 
science,  (2)  bequeathal  of  the  body  to  a 
medical  school,  (3)  bequeathal  to  an  eye- 
bank,  (4)  ear  bones  to  a  temporal  bone 
bank,  (5)  bequeathal  of  kidneys.  (6) 
regional  tissue  banks,  <7)  pituitary 
glands,  (8)  skin  for  dressing  and 
grafting 

Among  the  best  resources  now 
available  on  this  subject  is  the  “Manual 
of  Death  Education  and  Simple  Burial" 
by  Ernest  Morgan.  The  Cek>  Press, 
Burnsville,  N.C  28714  <82  00)  Addresses 
for  all  the  banks  and  medical  schools  are 
provided  as  well  as  information  on 
procedures 

In  addition,  Mr  Morgan  can  provide  a 
"Certificate  for  Bequeathing  Body 
Parts"  for  60  cents.  Basic  information  is 
included 

A  free  information  flier  on  donating 
body  parts  is  also  available  from  the 
Continental  Association  of  Funeral  A 
Memorial  Societies,  1828  L  Street  N.W.. 
Suite  1100.  Washington,  DC  20036 
Continental  also  has  the  Manual  and 
certificates  mentioned  above  for  sale 

The  "Uniform  Donor"  concept,  which 
involves  the  donor  carrying  a  Uniform 
Donor  Card  on  his  or  her  person,  is  also 
discussed  This  card,  if  signed  in  the 
presence  of  two  witnesses,  is  a  legal 
document 

Recently,  a  note  of  caution  has  been 
raised  in  regard  to  carrying  a  signed 
donor  card,  however,  because  it  is 
unclear  as  to  survivors’  obligations  For 
example,  are  survivors  legally  bound  by 
the  signed  card  to  keep  the  body  of  the 
person  —  ‘  dead”  in  terms  of  brain  wave 
activity  having  ceased  —  "alive"  on  life- 
support  machines  so  the  donation  can  be 
made  as  the  card  dictates9  It’s  a  good 
idea  to  seek  legal  advice  on  this  point 
before  signing  and  carrying  such  a  card. 

Sharon  Mielke 

TM/UMR  Senior  Staff  Writer 

TM/UMR  Hotline'  is  a  column  in 
which  members  of  the  paper  s  staff 
research  and  provide  answers  to 
questions  posed  by  members  of  the  Unit 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

If  you  have  a  question  relating  to  any 
matter  of  church  doctrine,  policy  or 
action,  send  it  to  TM/UMR  Hotline." 

P  O  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75 221 


A  side  *"60  Minutes'  didn't  tell 


EDITORIAL  NOTE:  We  have 
begun  to  receive  letters  from  readers 
concerning  the  April  23  "60  Minutes" 
report  on  United  Methodist-related 
retirement  homes  in  California.  TM/- 
UMR  has  provided  periodic  reports  on 
these  homes'  financial  difficulties  and 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  s  efforts  to  save  them 
from  bankruptcy  over  the  past 
several  years.  Based  on  our 
knowledge,  the  "60  Minutes"  report 


accurately  portrayed  the  tragic 
uncertainty  created  for  residents  of 
these  homes,  it  erroneously  inferred, 
by  facts  omitted,  that  the  church  was 
unwilling  to  accept  responsibility  for 
the  homes  difficulties  The  following 
Open  letter  to  60  Minutes  from  the 
UMC  s  resident  bishop  in  Los 
Angeles,  provides  pertinent 
information  which  the  program’s 
producers  had  available  but  chose  not 
to  include  in  their  report 


’  Your  editing  of  the  Pacific  Homes  story  makes  the  United  Methodist  Church 
appear  insensitive,  despite  the  fact  that  you  had  information  to  the  contrary  We 
believe  that  your  viewers  are  entitled  to  at  least  the  following  facts  about  this 
unfortunate  situation. 

"In  response  to  requests  from  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Pacific  Homes,  our 
conference,  beginning  in  1969  and  extending  through  1976,  guaranteed  loans  for  the 
homes  totaling  812  million.  In  June,  1977.  we  voted  to  contribute  89  million  over  a 
nine  year  period  as  part  of  a  plan  to  save  the  homes  81 .2  million  of  this  amount  was 
actually  raised  and  paid  to  Pacific  Homes  for  the  benefit  of  its  residents  prior  to 
December,  1977. 

"This  plan  was  supported  by  all  parties  involved  in  the  bankruptcy  court 
proceedings,  including  approximately  1650  residents  1 91%  of  those  voting) 
Unfortunately,  a  small  minority  of  the  residents  (approximately  160)  chose  to 
defeat  the  plan  by  filing  lawsuits 

"10  million  United  Methodists  across  this  nation  are  wondering  why  these  facts 
were  omitted." 

Very  sincerely  yours. 

Charles  F  Golden,  Resident  Bishop 

Los  Angeles  Area 


Letter*  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Statu! 

Outreach  needed 
to  our  military 

By  BOYD  C.  GARTLEY 
A  twenty-year  old,  Sgt  Rudy  Hugo, 
pleaded  with  us  to  have  someone  write  to 
him  He  wants  to  share  his  new  life  He  is 
a  lonely  career  military  person  Rudy 
recently  accepted  Christ  as  his  personal 
Savior  and  is  struggling  to  follow  in  His 
steps  It's  tough  for  Rudy  to  return  to  the 
barracks  and  face  buddies  who  knew  him 
before  his  life  changed  (Rudy  s  story 
can  be  multiplied  l.ouo  times  in  the 
military.) 

Jim  Bryant.  24.  came  to  us  We 
adopted  him  as  a  member  of  our 
family  fellowship.  He  is  a  youth  leader  on 
a  military  post  in  Germany  —  going  it 
alone,  struggling  He  decided  at  the  last 
minute  to  come  to  the  retreat  He  had 
been  disappointed  at  previous  ones  Jim 
wants  to  start  a  program  for  Christian 
athletes 

James  and  Sandee  Dugger  »  family  is 
preparing  to  become  members  of  our 
local  church  They  want  roots  in  the  U  S. 
and  to  become  a  part  of  a  Christian 
family  The  Duggers  are  great 
Christians  struggling  for  growth  and 
spiritual  fellowship  They  are  youth 


Rhodesia  statement  appalling 


To  the  Editor 

I  am  appalled  at  the  audacity  shown  by 
the  directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  in  denouncing  the  agreement 
concerning  Zimbabwe  recently  signed  by 
Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  How  can  they  be 
sure  he  was,  as  suggested,  misled,  or 
seeking  personal  political  power’’ 

I  have  been  taught  that  our  church 
seeks  to  let  people  make  their  own 
decisions  about  the  future  of  the  church 
in  their  countries  Yet  here  is  another 
American  group  presuming  to  know 
what  is  best  for  Africa  It  would  seem 
better  to  leave  the  judgment  to  those  who 
must  live  with  the  consequences,  than  to 
any  number  of  far  away  experts  Bishop 
Muzorewa  is  our  spiritual  leader  in 
Zimbabwe  and  I.  for  one,  think  it  beat  to 
trust  hm  judgment  j,m«  strum. 

Decatur,  Illinois 

^  ere  women  mixled? 

To  the  Editor 

I  have  just  read  your  editorial  of  April 
21  concerning  Bishop  Muzorewa  I 
appreciate  your  thoughts  and  stand  on 
this  matter 

it  had  occurred  to  me  that  the 
Women  s  Division  of  the  UMC  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  might  possibly  be  those 
who  were  "misled  by  the  opinions  of 
persons  they  thought  they  could  trust  ’ *  I 
wonder  how  it  it  this  division  can 
understand  the  internal  affairs  of 
Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe)  so  much  better 
than  Bishop  Muzorewa  What  insights  ur 
information  did  they  have  for  their 
meeting  in  Pittsburgh  that  Bishop 
Muzorewa  does  not  have  living  and 
working  in  Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe)9 

William  D  McKeynolii* 
Hereford,  Texas 

Artion  iitirriiMonuhle 

To  the  Editor 

I  recognize  that  my  complaint  it 
neither  original  nor  rare,  yet  once  again 
we  have  had  shameful  and  infuriating 
examples  of  individuals  and  groups 
purporting  to  speak  for  United 
Methodism  in  ways  which  are  no!  in  our 
best  interests,  either  as  citizens  or 
churchmen. 

As  one  case  in  point,  the  wholly 
unreasonable  and  misguided  attack  by 
the  Women's  Dlvtalon  of  the  Board  of 
Globul  Ministries  upon  Bishop  Muzorewa 
and  his  co-workers  who  desperately  need 
at  this  time,  not  slanderous  abuse  and 
nit-picking,  but  the  prayers  and  best 
wishes  of  Christians  around  the  world 
(TM/UMR,  April  14)  Perhaps  the  ladies 
should  be  reminded  that  the  real 
alternative  to  the  "Internal  agreement 
is  not  some  theoretical  and  perfect 
solution,  but  genocide  for  the  whites, 
anarchy  for  the  blacks,  and  the 
destruction  of  Rhodesia  as  a  viable 
modern  stale.  That  is  precisely  the  result 
Russia  and  her  Cuban  stooges  seem  to 
want  Let's  stop  playing  into  their  hands 

all  across  Africa  „  ... 

Ray  Mizer 

Greencastle.  Indiana 
If  mukes  no  wen  Me 
To  the  Editor 

I  am  disturbed  by  the  action  taken  by 
the  Women's  Division,  as  reported  in 
your  April  14  issue,  denouncing  the 
internal  settlement  in  Zimbabwe 

I  have  no  quarrel  with  the  right  of  the 


TM/UMR  welcomes 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  new  local  church  editions  at 
University  UMC  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada 
(Pacific  &  Southwest  Annual  Conference) 
and  Palma  Ceia  CMC  in  Tampa.  Florida 
( Florida  Annual  Conference ) 

Each  week.  400  subscriber-families  at 
University  UMC  and  about  1,100 
subscriber  families  at  Palma  Ceia  UMC 
will  receive  editions  of  TM/UMR  with 
their  local  church  news  pnnted  on  the 
front  page,  conference  news  printed  on 
the  back  page,  and  general  church  news 
and  comment  printed  on  four  inside 
pages 

To  our  new  readers  in  these  churches 
we  say  ‘Welcome  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  edition  informative  and 
that  you  will  Join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  "Letters  to  the  Editor  " 

To  our  continuing  readers  across  the 
church  we  say  again  Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter)  " 
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Women's  Division  to  do  this,  since  I 
assume  it  is  speaking  to  the  church 
rather  than  for  the  church  And  I  am  no 
expert  on  either  Africa  or  Zimbabwe  I 
have  followed  eventa  there  closely, 
however,  for  over  a  decade,  because  of 
concern  for  students  wr  knew  while  in 
campus  ministry  Those  students  are 
now  back  in  Zimbabwe  and  we  are 
interested  in  their  welfare 

What  concerns  me  are  certain 
assumptions  which  seem  to  be 
developing  into  a  party  line  m  ttua  country 
about  Zimbabwe  For  instance,  you  say 

The  resolution  states  that  a  viable 
solution  must  include  all  parties  and 
expresses  concern  that  the  integral 
agreement  may  actually  precipitate 
violent  confronts tion  "  The  problem  is 
that  the  guerilla  forces  have  given  many 
Indications  that  they  do  not  intend  to 
include  parties  other  than  themselves  in 
the  eventual  governing  of  Zimbabwe 

Mia  Adjall  la  quoted  as  saying  that 
"We  must  forget  Bishop  Muzorewa  is 
Bishop  Muzorewa  and  remember  that  he 
is  the  leader  of  a  political  party  who 
wants  to  guarantee  that  hia  party  will 
get  into  power  But  is  that  not  true,  as 
well,  of  the  guerrilla  leaders,  and  all  the 
other  politicians  in  Zimbabwe,  as  well  as 
the  rest  of  the  world9 

It  is  nice  to  think  that  there  could  be  in 
Zimbabwe  either  a  “viable  solution 
and/or  an  inclusive"  one  In  point  of 
fact,  no  leader  in  Zimbabwe  gives 
indication  of  wanting  to  be  either  as 
viable  or  as  inclusive  as  Bishop 
Muzorewa  himself  does 

Part  of  the  party  line  ta  a  dislike  for 
and  mistrust  of  Ian  Smith,  which  I  share 
To  assume  that  anyone  who  ta  practical 
enough  to  recognize  the  extent  of  Smith  a 
power  and  to  try  to  utilize  that  power 
toward  ends  of  better  and  more  inclusive 
government  is  at  least  duped  or 
unfortunate  The  Muzorewa  approach  is 
likely  to  be  at  least  as  viable  and 
inclusive  as  any  other 

Here  is  a  United  Methodist,  trying  hts 
best  to  bring  both  peace  and  justice  to  a 
.uuntrv  With  a  long  history  of  the 
opposite,  in  far  from  ideal  circum¬ 
stances.  after  many  other  attempts  by 
other  powers  have  failed  miserably  Yet 
the  Women's  Division  commends  those 
powers  for  their  efforts  and  undercuts 
Bishop  Muzorewa  It  does  not  make 
much  sense 

John  Robert  McFarland 

Hoopeston.  Illinois 

Prejudice  is  \  irtil 

To  the  Editor 

"Holocaust,  the  murder  of  6,000.000 
people,  is  history!  We  should 
exterminate  the  vims,  prejudice,  the 
offspring  of  provincialism,  so  that 
holocausts  of  all  sizes  may  be  prevented 
in  the  future 

Carlyle  Mamey  said  that  he  felt 
German  provincialism  in  Argentina  and 
Texas,  Russian  prejudice  in  Paraguay, 
Shinto  ancestor  worship  in  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  mountain 
isolationism  in  a  city  apartment  house, 
white  supremacy  on  Christian  foreign 
mission  boards,  feudalism  and  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  in  American  churches, 
Hitler  s  Nordic  man  in  the  Cumberland 
mountains,  Yankee  supremacy 
expressed  by  Chinese  Americans, 
communist  like  economic  determinism 
in  meetings  of  bank  directors.  Catholic 
authoritarianism  in  congregational 
churches,  fascism  among  school  board 
members  and  university  trustees. 
German  racism  in  American  pulpits, 
medieval  superstition  in  modern 
hospitals,  cannibalism  in  business,  and 


Sunday 


pre  Copern  lean  angrioiogy 
Schools 

The  virus,  wherever  found,  should  be 
rilrmurulad  R  R  He.cock 

Austin.  Texas 

llo  lot  n  ii*.  |  pro  011  2  ll  fid  tl  Y 

To  the  Editor 

I  am  amazed  al  the  ministers  who  are 
constantly  reminding  us  of  the  Nazi 
s  tract  ties  vented  on  a  certain  group  in 
Germany  dunng  the  World  War  period 
It  was  a  cruel  step  indeed 

Yet  these  ministers  seldom  mention 
the  imiltone  who  lost  their  lives 
(including  Christiana)  in  Eastern 
Europe,  Asia  and  other  peris  of  the  world 
who  defended  a  better  way  of  life  against 
dictatorships 

The  propaganda  visaed  upon  our 
nation  has  softened  our  people  to  the 
extent  that  the  general  public  accepts 
this  new  philosophy  Why'  Will  America 
survive  es  a  (roe  and  independent  nation 
which,  in  the  past,  has  treasured  the 
rights  of  the  individual  to  express 
himself* 


Ms  L  M  Hoffman 
Tulsa.  Oklahoma 

New  frirndain  union 

To  the  Editor 

I  found  Jonathan  A  ("arisen  s  article  in 
the  April  21  lasue  quite  interesting  and 
must  state  that  I  agree  with  him  in  much 
that  he  wrote 

However.  I  must  also  state  that  I  have 
found  some  new  and  warmhearted 
friends  in  the  new  church  and  am 
grateful  for  the  many  opportunities  (or 
service  the  church  has  provided 

Brother  (.'arisen  might  find  some 
comfort  in  the  fact  that  we.  who  seek  to 
follow  Jesus  Christ,  are.  or  should  be. 
brethren 

Incidentally,  we  uae  a  supplemental 
hymnal  in  our  church  for  numbers 
omitted  from  the  hymnal  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church 

My  prayer  is  that  all  United  Methodists 
will  seek  the  strengthening  of  our  church 
by  revivals  that  will  stress  the  born 
again"  experience 

RoyE  Blessing 

Point  Pleasant.  West  Virginia 
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South  Pacific 

September  16  •  October  5 

Enjoy  this  fascinating  adventure  to  the  -siande  of 
the  South  Pacific  In  P»|t.  we  enjoy  s  netive  feast 
with  Polynesian  dancing  and  a  cruise  to  s  smell 
•aland  with  crystal  dear  lagoons  On  to  New  Zea¬ 
land's  natural  splendor  —  mountain  rsnges.  lakes 
geysers  and  (lowers  gaiors  Also  Auetraihs  •  Out¬ 
back  with  huge  sheep  ranches,  the  soaring  Sydney 
Opera  House  and  deluxe  hotels  are  all  pari  of  our 
lour  with  a  stop  in  Honolulu  on  the  return 
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Boyd  Gartley 
leaders  in  the  community  chapel  at 
Darmstadt 

Since  1972  1  have  written  letters,  given 
speeches  and  held  prayer  sessions  for  the 
spiritual  needs  of  our  men  and  women  in 
the  military  This  year,  October  21 
through  November  6.  Shirley  and  I  were 
in  Germany  as  a  part  of  a  spiritual 
retreat  at  Berchtesgaden  and  visited 
three  Army  posts  and  an  Air  Force  Base 
in  Germany 

The  group  wasn't  as  large  as  in  1972, 
but  the  blessing-  were  greater  Many 
people  attended  who  are  in  positions  of 
authority  where  decisions  can  be  made 
We  pray  they  will  Dr  A  Purnell  Bailey 
Associate  General  Secretary  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Higher  Education  of  the 
UMC,  Dr  Claus  H  Rohifs.  Professor. 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Southern 
Methodist  l  nnerMty  Hiidiop  John  l‘ 
Warman,  Central  Pennsylvania 
Conference  of  UMC,  Army  Chaplain  Ons 
Kelly.  Washington.  D  C  and  others  from 
the  European  theatre 

Shirley  and  I  were  the  only  lay 
conference  participants  to  witness  for 
Christ  and  Hia  love  We  shared  that  love 
and  demonstrated  how  it  penetrates  lives 
in  small  groups  W  e  shared  the  dynamics 
of  small  groups  and  how  Chnst  can  lift 
spiritually  each  person  within  a  group 
We  shared  the  disciplines  necessary  for 
spiritual  growth  He  10  Brave 
Christians  by  Danny  Mums)  We 
shared  the  Lay  Witness  Mission  program 
with  the  chaplains  for  the  purpose  of 
building  support  groups  within  a  chapel 
family  The  retreat  revealed  the  existing 
hunger  (or  spiritual  growth  among  the 
military  personnel  at  ail  ranks  — 
Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant 

Consider  how  your  life  would  be 
affected  if  you  were  placed  in  a  situation 
where  no  opportunity  existed  for 
Christian  growth  or  for  a  family  of 
God  fellowship 

W  hat  is  needed  is  a  structure  for  the 
spiritually  filled  members  of  the  military 
to  hammer  out  '  necessary  priority 
changes  for  this  large  segment  of  God  s 
children  Christians  in  the  military  are 
literally  crying  in  the  wilderness  lobe 
fed 

Do  I  have  a  rcupoosibUily9  Yes.  Dr  A 
Purnell  Badry  and  his  staff  are 
extremely  limited  berause  of  inadequate 
funds  and  personnel  Dr  Bailey  and  his 
division  hear  the  cry  and  are  frustrated 
because  of  the  problems  that  exist  in 
reaching  those  who  are  calling 

Men  and  women  enter  the  military 
with  a  religious  heritage  such  as  is 
offered  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  others,  but  they  find  no  visible 
connection  to  this  heritage  There  is  no 
incentive  for  attendance  at  chapel  In 
fact,  many  who  return  from  chapel  are 
subject  to  criticism  and  pointed  jibes 
The  result  is  they  either  turn  against 
their  religious  heritage  or  drift  Often, 
other  directions  include  drugs  or  one  of 
the  cults  Chaplains  have  little  influence 
on  the  drifters  twcaise  of  the  military 
demands  which  do  not  provide  tune  to 
roach  many  of  those  persons 

Wherever  you  are.  please  help"  Help  to 
initiate  centers  for  small  groups  at  or 
near  each  post  or  base  You  can  help  to 
provide  an  experience  for  spiritual 
growth 

Begin  by  writing  s  positive  supportive 
letter  to  someone  in  the  military  If  you 
know  of  no  one.  contact  me  and  a  single 
name  or  a  family  will  be  provided  Share 
your  tliriatian  experience  with  someone 
in  the  military  These  Christians  need 
your  support 

The  situations  I  mentioned  in  the 
hoginning  are  endless  I  did  not  mention 
the  groups  that  exist  and  are  searching 
for  leaders  for  thetr  groups  Truly,  the 
harvest  has  been  great,  but  who  is  going 
to  assume  the  responsibility  to  see  that 
the  harvest  is  kept  from  spoiling  being 
lost  or  stolen' 

A  fresh  spiritual  breeze  «  blowing 
through  the  military  Will  you  commit  a 
pari  of  your  life  to  help' 

Here  /  Stood  la  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
thetr  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week  •  contributor.  Boyd  C 
Gartley.  ta  o  member  of  the  Cocbronvtfle 
UMC  in  Cocbronvifle.  Pennsylvania 
(Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual 

Lon/ereme , _ 
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Across -Around- America 

September  24  -  October  1 1 

Sixteen  pionous  dry*  of  cruising  on  the  ROYAL 
VIKINQ  SKY  (Norwegian  -•g-ti'y)  ere  included  m 
thia  17-day  lour  which  t  eke*  ue  sc  roe*  the  US  lo 
|om  the  ship  at  Lot  Angetee  Shore  eaceralone  at 
Mazatlan  and  Puerto  VaHena  in  Mexico  e  never- 
to-be-forgotten  tranc.i  of  the  Psnama  Cenei. 
Cartagena  in  Colombia,  South  America.  Dutch  uka 
Curacao,  and  delightful  Montego  Bey  m  Jamaica 
from 


We  return  home  from  Ft  Lauderdale  Florida 


L.. 


Writa: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL.  INC. 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 

Other  tour  folders  I  would  like  to 
receiv#  □  British  Isles 

C  Western  Parks  Q  Alaska 

Q  Inside  Alaska  Q  Hawaii 


Pleas*  send  me  the  following  folderfs): 

□  South  Pacific  [  ;  Acroea-  Around-  America 


Address  . 
City  &  State 
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LOUISVILLE  —  United  Methodist  Women,  a  part  of  9.000  here,  wait  under  their 
assembly  banner,  "A  New  People  for  a  New  Age,”  to  begin  three  days  of 
“inspiration  and  education.”  photos  by  sharon  mielke 

UM  women  merge 
old  and  new  mission 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LOUISVILLE  —  Social  responsibility 
is  the  “new”  mission  of  today’s  church 
woman.  That  may  be  the  first  and 
overriding  impression  of  a  first  timer  at 
last  week’s  assembly  of  United 
Methodist  Women  here. 

But,  then,  the  “old”  mission  of  women 

—  sending  and  supporting  missionaries 

—  hasn’t  been  entirely  eclipsed. 
American  missionaries  as  well  as 
Christian  women  from  Africa,  Korea  and 
the  Philippines  attended  the  assembly. 
And,  the  organization  continues  to 
provide  major  support  for  the 
denomination’s  mission  enterprise. 

‘‘These  two  con- 
cepts  have  merged 
in  women  in  the 
church,”  Thelma 
Stevens  of  Nashville 
told  TM/UMR.  She 
said  that  the  narrow 
concept  of  women 
as  a  missionary¬ 
sending  base  has 
broadened  during 
the  last  30  years  to  Thelma  Stevens 
include  a  responsibility  for  social  change. 
As  the  former,  head  of  the  Christian  so¬ 
cial  concern^  section  for  28  years,  Ms. 
Stevens  is  also  recognized  as  a  prime 
mover  in  the  change. 

She  said  that  her  experiences  as  a 
community  worker  in  black  communities 
for  12  years  in  Mississippi  and  Georgia 
during  the  Depression  gave  her  a  whole 
new  sense  of  social  responsibility. 
Women  as  missionary  supporters  had  to 
be  worthy  also  as  witnesses  —  helping  to 


Thursday  night. 


Women  launch  new  causes 

United  Methodist  Women  back  rights  of  children,  female  prisoners 


get  rid  of  racist  and  paternalistic 
attitudes,  she  learned. 

The  change  in  the  organization  is 
obvious  in  comparing  the  first  and  this 
10th  assembly,  she  said.  In  1942  the 
primary  emphasis  was  on  hearing 
reports  and  planning  support  of  the 
missionary  enterprise.  Today’s 
assembly  rarely  mentions  missionary 
support.  The  topic  is  the  mission  of  each 
woman  and  each  of  the  27, 823  local  units. 

Another  difference,  she  pointed  out,  is 
that  former  assemblies  were  planned  as 
spectator-type  programs  of 
entertainment  for  observers  while  this 
one  was  ‘‘special’’  in  calling  on  each 
woman  to  get  involved  and  participate 
through  Bible  study,  communion  and 
interest  groups. 

"The  biggest  gift  United  Methodist 
Women  have  given  to  the  church  in  the 
last  10  years  is  the  concept  that  mission 
doesn’t  always  have  to  be  done  through 
paid  personnel  —  by  sending  someone 
else  —  or  through  institutions  such  as 
hospitals,  orphanages  or  community 
centers,”  Ms.  Stevens  believes.  “Equally 
valuable  contributions  are  being  made 
today  by  volunteer  workers  in  their  own 
communities  advocating  reforms  in 
education,  health  services  and  criminal 
justice’.” 

But  at  the  same  time,  missionaries’ 
salaries  need  to  be  paid,  she  said.  “We 
will  have  to  work  harder  to  keep  people 
in  touch  with  their  roots  in  mission 
because,”  she  observed,  “the  two 
concepts  of  mission  have  not  fully 
merged  in  the  minds  of  many  church 
women.” 


LOUISVILLE  — 
Fresh  loaves  of 
home-made  bread 
and  73  goblets  — 
one  for  each  annual 
conference  unit  of 
United  Methodist 
women  —  were 
prepared  for  the 
"gathering”  com¬ 
munion  service 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LOUISVILLE  —  More  than  9,000  United 
Methodist  Women  assembled  for  the  first 
time  in  a  southweastern  city  were  turned 
on  to  doing  battle  in  a  number  of  new 
causes.  Several  hundred,  however,  were 
turned  off  by  a  rock  music  and  street 
theater  program.  They  walked  out.  (See 
related  story  this  page. ) 

Women  poured  into  the  mammoth 
Commonwealth  Convention  Center  here 
Apr.  27-30  to  fill  every  available  chair. 
They  came  from  every  corner  of  the  U.S. 
and  from  Africa  and  Asia  to  the  second 
largest  assembly  in  the  organization’s 
history.  The  only  larger  meeting  brought 
more  than  10,000  to  Atlantic  City  in  1962. 

Billed  as  “a  launching  pad”  for  new 
ideas  and  new  directions  for  the  UMW’s 
1.2  million  local  members,  the  assembly 
boosted  a  new  Charter  on  Racial  Policies 
and  new  emphases  were  placed  on  child 
advocacy,  human  rights  and  women 
political  prisoners. 

The  assembly  does  not  legislate  since  it 
is  not  a  delegated  gathering.  The  purpose 
of  the  quadrennial  meeting,  according  to 
one  woman  who  has  been  to  all  of  them, 
is  “inspiration  and  education,  and 
sometimes,  to  be  honest;  for  artificial 
respiration:  pumping  in  some  fresh  air 
andnew  life.” 

Even  though  the  women  here,  about 
one-half  of  them  first-time-a Renders, 
didn’t  get  to  cast  any  ballots,  they  did 
register  their  enthusiasm  or  lack  of  it 
through  applause. 

Issues  dominated  center  stage  ranging 
from  abortion  to  “pulling  the  plug” 
euthanasia,  and  cloning  to  political 
torture.  But  the  issue  that  brought  the 
women  to  their  feet  for  the  only  standing 
ovation  was  an  appeal  for  United 
Methodist  Women  to  take  up  the  cause  of 
children. 

Child  advocacy 

On  child  advocacy:  “We  must  make 
our  leaders  scratch  all  over  the  nation. 
Enough  fleas  can  make  even  the  biggest 
dog  mighty  uncomfortable.  If  they  flick 
some  of  us  off,  but  others  keep  coming 
back,  we  will  begin  to  make  headway,” 
said  Marian  Wright  Edelman,  an 
attorney  who  heads  the  Children’s 
Defense  Fund  in  Washington,  D.C. 

A  Baptist,  Ms.  Edelman  said,  “I  have 
come  to  see  what  good  might  come  from 
United  Methodist  Women  in  meeting  the 
urgent  needs  of  millions  of  American 
children.” 

She  said  Americans  are  proud  to  be 
number  one  as  a  world  military  power 
but  don’t  seem  to  care  that  they  are  not  a 
world  social  leader.  She  reeled  off  a  list 
of  social  “deficits”  for  children  in 
education,  health,  income,  food  and 
water  and  homelessness. 

Of  American  children,  she  said:  two 
million  school-age  children  are  not  in 
school;  even  greater  numbers  benefit 
little  from  school;  10  million  get  virtually 
no  health  care;  20  million  are  not 
immunized  against  one  or  more  major 
childhood  diseases;  over  10  million  live 
in  official  poverty;  two-thirds  of  all 
ADC  recipients  are  children;  children 
still  go  hungry  and  even  lack  clean 
supplies  of  water  in  some  areas.  Over 
one-half  million  live  away  from  their 
families  in  detention  facilities,  foster 
family  homes  or  large  institutions,  often 
without  any  effort  being  made  first  to 
help  their  family. 

Fears  called  ‘nonsense’ 

In  her  address  which  was  splattered 
with  spontaneous  applause,  Ms. 
Edelman  called  "nonsense”  the  fears 
that  helping  children  will  divide  families 
or  give  government  power  over  family 
life. 

The  fact  is  that  the  government 
already  affects  family  life  and  often  very 
badly,  she  said,  through  its  policies 
which  pay  lip-service  to  children,  while 
actually  undercutting  them  through  a 
welfare  system. 


Women  walk  out  on  rock  program 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
LOUISVILLE  —  Several  hundred 
women  walked  out  of  a  two-hour 
program  of  rock  music,  conga  dancing 
and  bump  dancing  in  the  aisles  last 
Friday  night  during  their  quadrennial 
assembly. 

Reactions  by  the  protestors  to  the 
production  by  the  Free  Street  Theater  of 
Chicago,  a  professional  group  which 
produced  the  program,  ranged  from 
“this  is  of  the  devil”  to  “disappointment 
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that  United  Methodist  Women  would 
waste  their  time  this  way.”  The  rest  of 
the  assembly  sat  through  it  but  applause 
was  very  light. 

“I've  never  seen  a  more  perfect 
example  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,”  said 
Mrs.  R.  T.  McLelland,  a  local  president 
from  Midland,  Tex.  ‘‘I  find  it  hard  to 
believe  this  inspires  anything  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 

The  evening,  billed  as  “Fanfare  for  the 
Future,”  was  a  show  written  especially 
for  United  Methodist  Women,  said 
director  Patrick  Henry. 

Gertrude  Braun,  Gary  Ind.,  said  she 
has  a  grandson  who  is  studying  “that 
stuff  (rock  music)  but  that  it’s  a  little 
more  than  I  can  take.  I  turn  it  off  on  TV. 
Why  should  I  come  here  to  listen  to  it?” 

Other  protestors  said  the  music  was 
offensive.  And  the  performers  skin  tight 
dance  costumes  were  indecent,  said 
Carol  Hickman  of  Tampa,  Fla. 
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NEEDED:  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  for 
Tarrytown  United  Methodist  Church,  1100-member 
congregation,  Austin,  Tex.  Open  to  lay  or  clergy 
Send  resume,  Box  5566, 78763. 


THE  ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  CHURCH  MUSIC 
Summer  School  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
is  scheduled  for  June  19-30.  Visiting  clinicians  are 
Barbara  Buckner  and  Carlton  Young,  working  in  the 
areas  of  children's  choirs  and  style,  respectively 
Other  leaders  will  conduct  sessions  in  worship 
planning,  conducting,  dance,  repertoire  and  staff 
relationships  Address  inquiries  to  Jane  Marshall 
Director,  Office  of  Continuing  Education,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Tex.  75275. 


Women  who  stayed  for  the  whole 
program  generally  had  something  good 
to  say  about  either  the  music  or  the 
dramatic  presentation.  Carole  Karn  of 
Pittsburgh  said,  “I  loved  it  and  I  like 
variety,  but  I  felt  the  need  for  balance. 
We  expected  more  of  a  spiritual  lift.” 

Mai  Gray,  UMW  president  said  the 
group  delivered  what  the  planning 
committee  asked  them  to  do.  She  said  the 
music  was  designed  to  help  women  relax. 

New  law  suit  filed 
over  Pacific  Homes 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  charged  with 
“negligence,  breach  of  fiduciary  duties, 
mismanagement  and  waste”  in  relating 
to  Pacific  Homes,  according  to  charges 
in  a  $50  million  law  suit  filed  Apr.  27 
in  U.S.  District  Court  here.  Pacific 
Homes  is  the  complex  of  retirement 
homes  that  filed  for  bankruptcy  in 
February  last  year. 

Also  named  in  the  suit  along  with  the 
denomination  were  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  its  Division  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  the  Pacif¬ 
ic  and  Southwest  Annual  Conference  and  a 
number  of  individuals  including  Bishop 
Charles  Golden,  UM  bishop  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Area. 

The  suit  was  filed  by  Richard  E. 
Matthews,  court  appointed  trustee  to 
manage  the  corporation  after  it  changed 
to  Chapter  X  of  the  federal  bankruptcy 
statutes  in  December  1977.  He  filed  the 
suit  on  behalf  of  Pacific  Homes  and  its  10 
life  care  facilities. 


Welfare  reform  is  needed  which  helps 
increase  the  confidence,  power  and 
ability  of  parents  to  act  effectively  for 
their  own  children.  At  present,  welfare 
pays  the  most  to  institutionalize  children. 
The  next  largest  amount  goes  to  foster 
parents  and  the  least  amount  goes  to 
keeping  families  intact. 

Ms.  Edelman  said  the  "pro-family” 
rhetoric,  much  of  which  is  based  on  the 
romantic  stereotype  of  the  typical  two- 
parent  family  with  one  wage  earner,  a 
mother  that  stays  at  home  and  two 
normal  children,  fits  only  seven  out  of 
every  100  families  today.  Policies  and 
attitudes  have  to  catch  up  with  reality 
which  includes  single  parent  families, 
working  mothers  and  the  five  million 
families  who  have  at  least  one  child  with 
a  physical,  mental  or  emotional 
handicap. 

She  urged  the  women’s  participation  in 
a  national  movement  for  children  with 
interest  bubbling  up  from  and  across 
countless  communities  as  well  as  in 
Washington. 

Bible  leader  rates  high 

Also  rating  high  marks  at  the  assembly 
was  Bible  study  leader,  the  Rev.  Albert 
H.  van  den  Heuvel  of  the  Netherlands.  In 
two  unique  Bible-dialogues,  he 
encouraged  women  to  struggle  with 
Gospel  texts  in  Luke  and  with  the 
Beatitudes. 

On  the  assembly  theme,  “A  New 
People  for  a  New  Age,”  Dr.  van  den 
Heuvel  said  authentic  newness  is  not  in 
new  social  situations.  “They  are  always 
the  same  old  thing  all  over  again.  What 
we  are  searching  for  is  new  people  to  live 
in  society  who  have  a  quality  of  newness 
that  comes  to  persons  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

In  establishing  “God’s  justice,”  the 
Dutch  theologian  said  “Jesus  sided 
with  the  poor  and  He  expects  persons 
of  faith  to  join  God’s  parade.  ’  ’ 

He  called  the  Beatitudes  “a  pastoral 
way  of  telling  people  where  hope  and 
fulfillment  lives,”  and  called  them  "a 
portrait  of  Jesus  and  His  people.”  The 
teacher  said  a  helpful  way  to  find  out 
where  you  don't  want  to  get  is  to  write  the 
“woes”  or  the  opposites  of  the 
Beatitudes. 

The  Dutchman  said  Jesus  never 
judged  people.  He  encouraged  Christians 
to  translate  their  harsh  words  of 
judgment  into  congratulations  as  Jesus 
did.  “Then  we  would  all  be  even  nicer 
people,”  he  said. 

Political  torture  spreading 

The  epidemic  spread  of  political 
torture,  imprisonment  and  mass 
executions  in  at  least  100  countries  is  the 
social  cancer  of  our  time,”  a  Swedish 
doctor  who  is  on  the  board  of  Amnesty 
International  told  the  assembly. 

Dr.  Amt  Meyer -Lie,  chief  officer  of 
health  in  Sweden,  reported  on  his  recent 
visits  to  Akaki,  allegedly  the  world’s 
worst  political  prison  in  Addis  Ababa, 
Ethiopia.  “The  level  of  torture  in 
Ethiopia  is  about  the  worst  in  the  world,” 
he  said,  but  similar  methods  are 
widespread. 

Torture  methods  frequently  used  on 

TM/UMR  sets 
new  minority 

internship 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Noting  a  "scarcity”  of 
trained  religious  journalists  from 
ethnic/racial  minority  groups,  the  editor 
of  The  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter  (TM/UMR)  based 
here,  announced  plans  this  week  to 
recruit  a  minority  person  for  a  special 
one-year  internship  in  religion  writing 
and  editing. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  top 
executive  of  the  450,000  circulation 
newspaper  —  the  largest  weekly 
newspaper  in  Protestantism  —  said  TM/- 
UMR  will  begin  accepting  applications 
immediately  for  the  internship.  The 
internship  was  created  last  fall  by  the 
newspaper’s  board  of  directors  in  an 
effort  to  attract  minority  persons  to  the 
field  of  religious  journalism. 

“Our  board  of  directors  and  staff  have 
long  been  concerned  about  the  small 
percentage  of  minority  persons  engaged 
in  communications  in  our  denomination 
and  the  field  as  a  whole,”  Mr.  Dunnam 
said.  “We  believe  the  perspectives  of 
minority  persons  are  vitally  important  in 
our  efforts  to  report  objectively  the  news 
of  the  church. 

‘  ‘Attempts  to  hire  such  persons  —  both 
by  TM/UMR  and  other  church  media  — 
have  often  been  stymied  by  the 
extremely  small  number  of  minority 
persons  trained  in  this  field.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  the  internship  is  an 
effort  to  help  correct  that  situation. 

“We  believe  it  is  not  enough  to  bemoan 
the  shortage,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said.  “TM/- 
UMR  and  other  church  publications  have 
a  moral  responsibility  to  train  journalists 
in  this  field.” 

The  internship  will  begin  by  Jan.  1, 
1979  and  is  open  to  applicants  with  the 
following  qualifications:  (1)  a  bachelor’s 
degree,  with  some  training  and/or 
experience  in  journalism,  (2)  an  interest 
in  a  career  in  religious  journalism,  and 
(3)  a  Christian  commitment. 

Preference  will  be  given  to  United 
Methodists,  although  applicants  from 
other  Christian  backgrounds  will  be 
considered. 

Deadline  for  applications  is  August  15, 
1978.  For  further  information  write: 
Internship,  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


women  political  prisoners,  he  reported 
from  his  medical  inspection  of  Akaki, 
include:  talanga,  which  is  heating  the 
soles  of  the  feet  so  the  victim  can’t  stand 
or  walk,  electric  shock  treatments,  rape 
of  girls  as  young  as  nine  and  of  women 
followed  by  the  insertion  of  red  hot  sticks 
in  their  sexual  organs,  and  the  infliction 
of  cuts  with  salt  rubbed  in  the  wounds. 

Dr.  Meyer -Lie  said  the  women  had  not 
been  accused  but  were  simply  left  in 
prison  to  rot  because  they  had  served  the 
former  Haile  Selassie  government.  In 
1976,  2,900  were  imprisoned  at  Akaki  and 
in  1978  there  were  6,400  kept  in  severely 
overcrowded  and  filthy  conditions. 

“The  outside  world  can  help  and  must 
help  fight  against  this  terrible  evil 
through  public,  humanitarian  pressure,” 
he  said. 

A  Swiss  woman  working  for  the 
Protestant  Relief  and  Exile  Agency  in 
Paris,  Mariann  Hanziker,  said, 
"Powerful  church  groups  in  the  U.S.  can 
make  a  difference  (on  oppressive 


governments).”  She  repeated  the  words 
of  a  Latin  American  woman  exiled  in 
France  testifying  about  her  recent  prison 
experiences  to  the  press:  “Many  claimed 
they  didn’t  know  what  was  going  on  in  the 
Nazi  concentration  camps.”  You  cannot 
use  that  excuse  with  torture  today,”  she 
said.  “Now  you  know.” 

Prayer  vigil  held 

A  silent  prayer  vigil  on  River  City  Mali 
just  outside  the  convention  center 
climaxed  the  human  rights  presentations 
and  the  introduction  of  the  women's  new 
Charter  on  Racial  Policies.  The  women 
stood  silently  and  prayerfully  “in 
solidarity  with  women  prisoners,  against 
racism  and  in  support  of  human  rights. 

The  assembly  began  and  concluded 
with  the  sacrament  of  Holy  Communion. 
Loaves  of  home-made  bread  carried  to 
Louisville  from  every  conference  were 
piled  on  the  altar  for  the  opening  service 
which  someone  called  “the  feeding  of  the 
9,000.” 


Wesley's  preacher 
sees  history  made 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  N.  Allen 
Birtwhistle  of  London,  England,  may 
end  up  in  the  Guiness  Book  of  World 
Records  as  the  only  minister  of 
Wesley’s  Chapel  who  has  never 
ministered  in  Wesley’s  Chapel  itself. 
His  small  flock  of  50  parishioners  wor¬ 
ship  at  an  Anglican  church  nearby. 

But  he'll  undoubtedly  end  up  in  the 
history  books  of  world  Methodism  for 
another  reason:  he  will  officiate 
Nov.  1  at  a  dream  come  true  for 
church  persons  around  the  world  — 
the  reopening  of  the  chapel,  where  he 
is  minister  and  director  of  a  massive 
four-year  restoration  project. 

Then  he  will  retire,  convinced  that 
nothing  less  than  a  “fresh  start”  will 
do  for  this  historic  center  of 
Methodism. 

The  man  who  calls  himself  “one  of 
Mr.  Wesley’s  traveling  preachers” 
was  obviously  proud  last  week  as  he 
“rode  the  circuit”  once  again,  here  in 
the  U.S.  He  was  proud  of  Methodists 
for  refusing  to  let  their  founder’s 
church  be  torn  down  —  and  proud  of  a 
Wesleyan  heritage  which  never  fails 
to  have  “an  amazing  effect”  on  the 
thousands  of  persons  who  journey  to 
London  to  seek  it  out. 

And  despite  the  rigors  of  a  nearly 
$2  million  building  fund  campaign 
that  would  give  any  minister 
nightmares,  he  has  had  "the  most 
marvelous  appointment  in  our 
church,”  he  told  an  informal 
gathering  of  church  and  seminary 
leaders  here. 

On  his  first  “holiday”  since  he  was 
appointed  to  Wesley’s  Chapel,  Mr. 
Birtwhistle  was  in  the  U.S.  to  receive 
an  honorary  degree  from  UM-related 
Southwestern  University  in 
Georgetown,  Tex.,  and  to  thank 
United  Methodists  for  contributing 
more  than  $600,000  toward  the 
restoration  project. 

It  was  back  in  1974,  Mr.  Birtwhistle 
told  the  group,  shortly  after  his 
appointment  to  the  chapel,  that  the 
British  Methodist  Conference 
appointed  a  committee  to  see  to  the 
tearing  down  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  — 
already  condemned  as  unsafe  —  and 
decide  what  should  go  in  its  place. 
“Their  only  problem,”  he  recalls  with 
a  chuckle,  “was  that  they  appointed 
me  to  the  committee.” 

Heard  300  people  groan 

Soon  afterward,  he  spoke  one 
evening  to  the  300  participants  of 
a  United  Methodist  Heritage 
Fellowship  tour  from  the  U.S.  When 
he  told  them  that  the  chapel  built  by 
John  Wesley  himself  in  1778  was 
coming  down,  “I  heard  300  people 
groan.”  Simultaneously,  U.S.  Bishop 
James  Mathews  and  Deputy  Speaker 
(of  the  British  House  of  Commons) 
George  Thomas,  a  Methodist,  asked: 
“What  can  we  do?”  From  then  on,  “it 
was  simply  amazing  what  happened.” 

What  happened  ultimately,  of 
course,  will  add  another  page  to  the 
history  of  world  Methodism:  $1.5 
million  of  a  needed  $1.8  million  has 
been  raised,  the  British  Methodist 
Conference  has  guaranteed  the 
remainder,  and  the  completely 
restored  chapel  will  reopen  on  the 
200th  anniversary  of  its  first  opening. 

In  the  U.S.,  annual  conferences  and 
local  churches  launched  fundraising 
drives  and  the  UM  Heritage 
Fellowship  alone  raised  more  than 
$100,000  toward  a  goal  of  $875,000. 

When  the  chapel  does  reopen,  Mr. 


Allen  Birtwhistle 

Birtwhistle  leaves  no  doubt,  it  will  be 
as  a  “worshipping  parish  church  —  a 
center  for  evangelism  and  mission, 
locally  and  abroad.”  It  must  not  be, 
he  insists,  just  a  museum  or  just  a 
place  of  pilgrimage. 

That  doesn’t  mean  it  won’t  be  a 
place  of  pilgrimage,  also.  Persons 
who  now  visit  Wesley’s  house  nearby 
testify  to  the  “love  of  God”  they 
experience  in  returning  to  the  source 
of  their  heritage,  Mr.  Birtwhistle 
says.  “Nobody  comes  out  the  way  he 
goes  in.  A  person  may  burst  into  tears 
or  into  prayer  or  song  —  or  silence  — 
but  no  one  is  unaffected  by  the  place. " 
Opposition  now  gone 

Now  that  the  dust  is  settling  and  the 
hammers  will  soon  stop  ringing  at 
Wesley’s  Chapel,  Mr.  Birtwhistle  is 
philosophical  about  the  opposition 
which  surfaced  early  over  restoring 
the  chapel.  He  recalls  letters  which 
were  “almost  abusive”  about  “start¬ 
ing  a  project  which  the  church  would 
have  to  bail  us  out  of”  and  channel¬ 
ing  so  much  money  to  a  building  when 
“there  are  so  many  better  causes.” 
Today,  he  believes,  the  project  has 
captured  the  hearts  of  Methodists 
everywhere. 

He  prefers  to  remember  what  one 
“young  radical”  finally  realized:  “If 
Wesley’s  Chapel  comes  down,  the 
poor  of  the  world  will  be  even  poorer.” 
He  points  to  “lists  and  lists”  of 
persons  who  have  dipped  into  old-age 
pensions  and  scant  savings  to  help 
restore  the  chapel. 

Looking  back  over  a  lifetime  as  an 
artist,  teacher,  missionary,  church 
agency  administrator,  writer  —  he  is 
now  preparing  a  history  of  The 
Methodist  Missionary  Society  of 
London  for  a  multi-volume  history  of 
British  Methodism  —  and  fundraiser, 
Mr.  Birtwhistle  shakes  his  head  over 
the  appointment  which  brought  him  to 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in  1973. 

A  clue  to  the  call 

But  if  he  maintains  it  was  only 
Divine  Providence  that  put  him  in 
history’s  spotlight  —  “I’ve  always  had 
to  be  kicked  and  pushed  into  the 
things  I’ve  done”— he  may  also  have 
given  another  clue  to  a  reporter  who 
asked  him  how  one  deals  with  life’s 
adversities.  "First,”  he  said,  “you 
accept  what  you  have  to,  but  only 
what  you  have  to.  Then  you  get  on 
with  it.  And  the  only  way  to  get  on 
with  it  is  simply  to  get  on  with  it !  ” 

There  are  some  who  would  say,  that 
when  John  Wesley's  chapel  reopens  in 
November,  it  will  happen  because,  at 
the  very  beginning,  Allen  Birtwhistle 
accepted  only  what  he  had  to,  then  got 
on  with  it. 


Scarritt 


College 

Nashville,  Tennessee 
Announces 

Six  Presidential  Merit  Scholarships 

for  the  1978-79  Academic  Year 
Full  tuition  scholarships  will  be  awarded  to  under¬ 
graduate  and  graduate  students  interested  in  preparing 
for  careers  in: 

Christian  Education  Church  Music  Education 

Church  and  Community  Evangelism 

Applications  must  be  received  by  July  1,  1978.  For 
further  information  contact: 


Office  of  Admissions 
Scarritt  College 
Nashville,  TN  37203 


1-800-251-2554  (toll  free  number) 
1-615-327-2700  (Tennessee  residents  only) 
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NOME,  Alaska  —  Lonian  Young  —  a  United  Methodist  who 
retired  from  one  job  in  Indiana  and  took  up  another  one  in 
Alaska  —  has  saved  the  church  more  than  $32,000  during  the 
past  year  with  his  labor  as  a  carpenter  (left  above).  He 
volunteered  to  spend  “as  long  as  necessary"  working  on  the 
maintenance,  remodeling  and  building  needs  of  the  Nome 
Community  Center,  a  project  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
church's  mission  board.  In  return  he  and  his  wife,  Enid, 


receive  room,  board  and  a  small  stipend. 


Mrs.  Young  (right  above)  holds  two  children  on  her  lap  at 
the  day  care  center  in  First  UMC,  where  she  works.  Members 
of  First  UMC,  Frankfort,  Ind.,  the  Youngs  have  been  in  Nome 
for  about  one  year.  Mr.  Young  said  he  made  three  work  trips 
previously  with  North  Indiana  conference  men  to  help  build 
and  repair  churches  in  Puerto  Rico,  but  the  Alaska  trip  is  all 
on  his  own.  photos  by  Clyde  chesnutt 


In  remote  gold  rush  town 


Forgotten  people  remembered 


NOME  —  Senior 
citizens  here  take 
advantage  of  hot 
meals  served  at 
noon  during  the 
bitter  winter 
months  at  the  XYZ 
Center  of  the  Nome 
Community  Center, 
a  project  of  the 
Woman’s  Division 
of  the  UMC. 
Occasionally,  na¬ 
tive  foods  such  as 
reindeer  meat  and 
blubber  are  served. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NOME,  Alaska  —  Why  should  the 
United  Methodist  Church  support  a 
community  center  in  this  town  of  less 
than  3,000  residents? 

“Because  this  center  is  a  way  forgotten 
people  can  be  remembered,”  said  Bonnie 
McCorquodale.  She  and  other  staff 
members  of  the  Nome  Community 
Center  recently  laid  out  the  problems  to 
TM/UMR  that  the  center  is  trying  to 
meet: 

•  alcohol  abuse  —  the  over-riding 
problem  for  all  social  agencies  because 
Nome  is  so  inaccessible  from  the  rest  of 
the  state  for  eight  months  of  the  year  that 
youth  and  adults  say  “there’s 
nothing  else  to  do  except  drink ; ' ' 

•  service  to  the  elderly  —  the  largest 
percentage  of  older  adults  of  any  city  in 
the  state  is  here ; 

•  youth  —  a  group  comprising  48 
percent  of  the  town’s  population  who  get 
“lost”  in  the  summer  because  parents 
are  busy  working  and  “lost"  in  the 
winter  due  to  inactivity ; 

•  inter-cultural  conflicts  —  60  percent 
of  the  residents  are  Eskimos  whose 
traditional  values  often  conflict  with 
modern  society’s  values; 

•  battered  women  —  wives  who  suffer 
due  to  isolation,  alcoholism  and 
abandonment  by  husbands. 

The  most  pressing  need  coming  up  is 
the  construction  of  a  new  building  this 
summer,  said  Rose  Ann  Timbers.  She  is 
a  25-year-old  Native  Alaskan  who  heads 
the  community  center  for  the  Woman’s 
Division  of  the  church's  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

She  explained  that  this  once  fabulous 
gold  rush  town  is  land  locked  about  eight 
months  of  the  year.  Roads  are  covered 
with  snow  and  ice  and  the  Bering  Sea 
(Norton  Sound)  is  frozen  along  the  shore 
for  two  miles  out  into  the  ocean.  In  late 
May  the  ice  begins  to  break  up,  ships  can 
get  in  and  the  long  days  of  Artie  sunlight 
provide  up  to  18  hours  a  day  of  light.  Any 
major  construction  to  take  place  in  Nome 
must  occur  during  the  brief  summer 
time. 

The  proposed  building  is  slated  to  be 


NOME  —  Rose  Ann  Timbers,  born  in 
Solomon,  an  Eskimo  village  30  miles 
from  here,  presides  at  an  executive 
committee  meeting  of  the  Nome 
Community  Center.  She  heads  a  staff  of 
17  persons  and  two  volunteers  and 
operates  the  center  on  a  budget  of 
$250,000  annually. 


used  especially  by  youth,  Ms.  Timbers 
said.  Advance  Specials  (second-mile 
giving  for  missions)  from  United 
Methodists  in  the  “lower  48”  states  are 
the  main  source  to  fund  the  project  which 
will  serve  more  than  250  youth  of  the 
town. 

“Young  people  here  don’t  have  a 
bowling  alley  to  go  to,  or  a  movie,"  she 
said.  “Neither  can  they  jump  in  a  car  to 
drive  to  a  nearby  town.  The  severe 
weather  limits  their  mobility.  And  then, 
youngsters  here  have  the  same  kind  of 
problems  with  parents  that  youth  have 
everywhere.  We  develop  programs  to 
help  them  see  that  life  is  worth  living." 
The  center  offers  opportunities  for 
wholesome  recreation  and  sports  as  well 
as  counseling,  Ms.  Timbers  said. 

Alcohol  abuse  is  the  main  social 
problem  affecting  youth,  the  staff 
agreed.  Why?  “Because  it’s  the  primary 
recreation  of  adults,”  said  Ms. 
McCorquodale.  “It  is  acceptable, 
available  and  no  sanctions  really  exist 


NOME — What  would  Alaska  be  without  winter  ice  skating?  But  the  rink  must  be 
maintained  and  that's  what  the  Nome  Community  Center  does  for  the  youth  of  the 
town.  Additionally,  the  center  provides  a  busy  recreation  program  for  youth  in  this 
town  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  state. 


for  unacceptable  behavior.  This  town  has 
the  romantic  image  of  the  frontier  which 
is  exaggerated  out  of  proportion.  Why, 
just  the  other  day  a  man  was  holed  up  in 
a  bar  threatening  people  with  a  gun  for 
seven  hours.  When  the  police  got  him  out 
they  merely  sent  him  home  to  sleep  it 
off." 

This  is  a  difficult  place  to  live,  added 
Carol  Perron,  head  of  community  youth 
services  for  the  center.  Available 
statistics  would  seem  to  support  her 
statement:  families  are  disrupted  with 
an  especially  high  rate  of  violent 
behavior.  Suicides  in  Nome  are  four 
times  the  Alaska  rate  and  20  times  the 
national  average. 

That’s  why  the  church  supported 
community  center  is  so  important,  Ms. 
Perron  said.  “We  fill  the  gaps.  We  do 
things  other  agencies  can’t  do  and  we 
represent  the  total  community  while 
doing  them.” 


Atheist  lines 
up  law  suits 


SAN  ANTONIO  (RNS)  -  Earlier  this 
year,  atheist  leader  Madalyn  Murray 
O’Hair  promised  that  1978  would  be  a 
“year  of  litigation”  on  behalf  of  her 
causes.  And,  considering  numerous  court 
suits  currently  in  progress,  she 
apparently  meant  it. 

Mrs.  O’Hair,  who  lives  in  Austin,  came 
here  recently  to  discuss  these  suits.  She 
vehemently  defended  her  atheist 
position,  when  she  appeared  on  a  local 
radio  talk-show  whose  format  allows 
listeners  to  call  in  and  talk  with  the 
guest. 

When  program  host  Allan  Dale  asked 
Mrs.  O’Hair  what  she  is  “cooking  up”  in 
the  courts,  Mrs.  O’Hair  said  she  is: 
(1)  trying  to  halt  churches  from  using 
bingo  games  as  fund-raising  projects  in 
Texas;  (2)  trying  to  have  the  motto  ‘‘In 
God  We  Trust”  removed  from  U.S.  coins 
and  currency ;  ( 3 )  seeking  to  halt  prayers 
at  all  public  functions;  and  (4)  seeking  a 
ban  on  placing  voting  booths  in  church 
buildings. 

“I’m  only  hitting  at  symbolic  things,” 
she  said,  “because  I  don’t  have  the 
money  to  do  the  suit  I  want .  .  .  and  that 
is  to  make  the  churches  pay  taxes.  ” 

Earlier,  in  Denver  for  a  meeting  of 
atheists,  Mrs.  O'Hair  denied  that  her 
American  Atheists  group  is  losing 
membership  or  that  she  is  anti-Semitic. 

It  is  “absolutely  ridiculous”  to  label 
her  anti-Semitic,  she  declared,  noting 
her  granddaughter,  age  13,  is  half 
Jewish. 

As  for  membership,  she  said  her  group 
has  70,000  member  families.  She  noted 
she  had  recently  expelled  six  New  Jersey 
members  because  some  were  “Marx¬ 
ists." 

"We’re  a  capitalist  endeavor.  We  have 
no  political  identification.  They  caused 
some  trouble,  but  it’s  all  over,  "  she  said. 

Mrs.  O’Hair  said  she  would  like  to  see 
“every  church  in  America  closed  down. 
Nuns  should  be  freed  from  their  bondage, 
and  ministers  should  be  put  to  work." 
She  predicted  that  by  the  year  2000 
America  ‘  will  be  an  atheistic  country.  ’’ 

“Religion  has  the  most  anti-human, 
anti-peace,  anti-female,  and  anti-sex 
philosophy  there  is.  I  don’t  know  one 
single  thing  religion  has  done  good  in 
history,  and  Christianity  is  the  worst,” 
she  held. 


Church  school  hopes  rise 

Educators  spot  trends,  problems;  predict  upturn 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMC)  -  "As  the 
church  school  goes,  so  goes  the  church. " 

That  sentiment  emerged  as  the 
dominant  theme  as  more  than  165  United 
Methodists  met  here  last  month  for  the 
first  of  five  regional  meetings  focusing 
on  “The  Church  School  of  the  1980s."  The 
gatherings  are  part  of  the  "Decision 
Point:  Church  School”  evangelism 
priority  approved  by  the  1976  General 
Conference. 

”Do  we  care  or  do  we  not  care  about 
the  church  school?  That’s  the  question," 
said  the  Rev.  Howard  M.  Ham  in  a 
keynote  address.  Noting  the  decline  in 
membership  and  attendance  since  the 
early  1960s,  the  head  of  the  church’s 
education  division  stressed  the  need  to 
identify  where  the  church  school  has  and 
is  succeeding.  “We’ve  allowed  people  to 
tear  down  the  tradition;  we’ve  stood  by 
without  protesting,”  Dr.  Ham  said. 

In  spite  of  declines,  it’s  still  big 
business  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
with  more  than  one-half  million  teachers 
and  leaders  and  four-and-one-half 
million  persons  enrolled,  Dr.  Ham 
pointed  out,  adding  that  in  1977  the 
United  Methodists  spent  more  than  $40 
million  on  church  education 

“Just  because  we  use  untrained 
volunteers  doesn’t  mean  there  isn’t 
something  significant  happening,"  he 
said. 

Citing  statistics,  the  Rev.  Warren 
Hartman  predicted  an  upturn  in  the  next 
few  years  in  spite  of  more  than  a  13 
percent  drop  in  attendance  since  1973.  A 
staff  member  responsible  for  church 
school  development.  Dr.  Hartman  sees 
attendance  starting  up  in  two  years,  with 
an  upturn  in  church  membership  in  four 
years.  The  years  1980-85  will  show  a  17  to 
18  percent  increase  in  number  of  children 
and  youth  in  the  country,  he  said. 

“This  may  be  our  last  chance,"  said 
Dr.  Hartman.  “How  the  church  goes  in 
the  future  may  depend  on  what  we  do 
here." 

Less  positive  note  sounded 

The  Rev.  W.  Paul  Jones,  a  faculty 
member  at  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  sounded  a 
less  positive  note,  seeing  the  primary 
crisis  in  Christian  education  today  as 
theological— “the  lack  of  a  clear  commit¬ 
ment  to  a  more  or  less  orthodox 
foundation." 

The  Rev.  Richard  Murray,  director  of 
continuing  education  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  echoed  some  of  Dr. 
Jones’  sentiments. 

In  his  predictions  for  the  1980s,  Dr. 
Murray  asserted  the  church  school  will 
look  very  much  like  that  of  the  1970s  and 
before,  since  “such  social  institutions 
change  very  slowly  in  their  basic 
character." 

Dr.  Murray  listed  several  "hopes”  for 
the  future,  foremost  among  these  that 
“ministers  and  Christian  education 


professionals  will  rediscover  teaching 
roles  and  teach  Bible  and  theology  as 
well  as  methods.  "  Other  “hopes”  include 
an  emphasis  on  training  teachers  instead 
of  curriculum  resources  and  a  re- 
emphasis  on  telling  stories  of  the  faith. 

Highlighting  black  church  concerns 


was  Ethel  Johnson,  director  of  field  work 
for  the  Methodist  Theological  School  of 
Ohio  in  Delaware,  Ohio.  "I  have  a 
number  of  dreams  for  the  1980s,"  she 
said.  “At  the  top  of  the  list  is  the  need  for 
the  black  pastor  to  exercise  his  or  her 
role  as  educator.  ” 


Korean  Methodists 
rap  missions  agency 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SEOUL,  Korea  —  Korean  Methodists 
are  unhappy  with  the  way  the  world 
mission  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  allegedly  violated  a  working 
agreement  with  the  overseas  church. 

A  copy  of  a  document  signed  by  four 
bishops  of  the  Korean  Methodist  Church 
was  mailed  to  TM/UMR  offices  in 
Dallas.  It  calls  for  a  second  consultation 
because  recent  actions  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  are  not  in  line  with  the 
mutually  agreed  upon  decisions  worked 
out  between  the  board  and  the  Korean 
Church  at  the  first  consultation  in 
Onyang  in  1968. 

In  an  additional  six-page  report 
addressed  to  the  directors  of  the  mission 
agency  from  the  General  Board  of  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church,  officials  spell 
out  their  unhappiness  with  actions  taken 
by  the  American  board  and  its 
missionaries  at  the  time  of  the  1974  split 
in  Korean  Methodism. 

Maneuver  charged 

The  Korean  board  alleges  that  the 
decision  of  the  25  United  Methodist 
missionaries  to  remain  neutral  (after  the 
split)  was  “not  the  general  opinion  of  all 
the  missionaries.”  The  document 
charges  that  the  decision  was  a  carefully 
maneuvered  action  taken  after  more 
than  one-half  the  missionaries  had  left  a 
meeting  and  that  the  action  received  only 
eight  aye  votes. 

At  the  same  meeting  these 
missionaries  allegedly  requested  the 
American  board  to  withhold  all  funds 
until  the  church  was  re-united.  “This 
action  made  for  real  financial  and 
mental  hardship,  and  in  some  cases, 
hunger,”  the  bishops  charge. 

A  later  visit  of  three  board  staffpersons 
to  Korea  created  further  displeasure  and 
distrust  because  the  church’s  Korean 
headquarters  knew  nothing  of  their 
schedule  or  where  and  with  whom  they 
met  during  their  nine  day  visit,  except 
for  one  short  conversation. 

Dr.  Edwin  Fisher  Jr.,  Dr.  Lois  Miller 
and  Ms.  Peggy  Billings  represented  the 
UM  board  on  this  visit  at  the  conclusion 
of  which  Dr.  Fisher  announced  that 
mission  funds  for  institutions  would  be 
sent  directly  to  the  institutions  instead  of 
through  the  Korean  church’s  head¬ 


quarters.  The  reason  given  by  Dr.  Miller 
was  that  the  board  feared  the  Korean 
headquarters  might  use  these  funds  for 
political  power  and  maneuvering,  the  re¬ 
port  stated. 

“Again,  we  were  astonished,”  the 
Korean  Methodists  said  in  their  report. 
This  decision  was  in  direct  violation  of 
the  Onyang  agreements  which  said  all 
mission  subsidies  would  be  transferred 
through  the  treasurer  of  the  Committee 
on  Cooperation  at  the  church 
headquarters,  the  document  alleges. 

Bishop  insulted 

Furthermore  they  said  Dr.  Fisher 
insulted  the  bishop  by  referring  to  the 
church  headquarters  as  “Kim  Chang 
Hee’s  group,”  inferring  that  the 
organization  duly  and  legally  elected  by 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Korean 
Church  was  no  different  from  the  illegal 
groups. 

“We  would  like  to  very  politely  ask,” 
says  the  report,  “if  this  kind  of  attitude  is 
proper  in  the  Board  of  Missions  of  a 
nation  which  espouses  the  principle  of 
democratic  constitutional  government?” 

The  American  mission  board,  it 
concludes,  used  its  “money  power”  to 
show  its  disrespect  for  the  lawful 
decisions  of  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church  and  further  encouraged  splits  in 
the  church  by  aiding  the  illegal  group. 

Bishop  Chang  Hee  Kim  came  from 
Seoul  to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting  in  Pittsburgh  last  month  to 
deliver  the  bishops’  and  board’s 
messages  but  was  not  given  time  to 
speak. 

Dr.  Lois  Miller,  top  executive  of  the 
World  Division,  told  TM/UMR  that  the 
Korean  bishop  was  not  given  any  time  on 
the  board’s  agenda  because  “we  didn’t 
know  he  was  coming.”  Copies  of  his 
messages  were  distributed  to  members, 
however.  Dr.  Miller  said  she  was 
requested  by  the  division  to  go  to  Korea 
this  month  for  a  missions  rally  and  would 
meet  with  church  leaders  at  that  time. 

The  Korean  messages  say 
"normalization  of  relations  with  the 
mission  board  is  earnestly  desired.” 

Korean  Methodists  have  set  a  goal  of 
5,000  churches  and  a  menjbership  of  one 
million  by  1984.  Membership  has 
increased  from  375,000  to  600,000  since 
1974. 
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Teachers,  officers  named  for 


School  of  Missions  -  Sequoyah 


The  theme  for  this  year’s  West  Gulf 
Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission 
school  will  be  “IN  COVENANT;  FOR 
COMMUNITY.” 

The  studies  and  teachers  for  the  school 
are:  ' ‘CONTEMPORARY  CHINA,”  Ms. 
Ruth  Harris  and  Mrs.  Camille  Funk; 
“COVENANT  LIVING  IN  TIMES  OF 
CHANGE,”  Mrs.  JoAnne  Wilshusen, 
Rev.  Michael  McIntyre,  and  Rev.  Robert 
Cuthberg;  “THE  BOOK  OF  REVELA¬ 
TION.”  Rev.  Ed  Matthews,  Dr.  John 
Holbert,  and  Dr.  Nancy  Carter-Goodley. 

The  officers  for  the  1978  Planning 
Team  are:  DEAN,  Mrs.  Zenobia  Waters, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  .  Associate  Dean, 
Mrs.  Esther  Hernandez,  San  Antonio, 
Texas;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Nancy  M. 
Carruth,  Bunkie,  Louisiana;  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Thalia  Matherson,  Dallas,  Texas; 
Registrar,  Mrs.  Laura  Faseler,  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas;  Secretary  of  Program 
Resources,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gerdes, 


Houston,  Texas. 

Conference  Elected  Leaders  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women;  Deans, 
Assistant  Deans  and  Teachers  of 
Conference  Schools  of  Christian  Mission; 
Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Group;  and 
members  of  the  Women's  Division  within 
the  seventeen  conferences  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  will  be  in 
attendance. 

The  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  will  be  held  June  12-16, 
1978  at  the  Mt.  Sequoyah  Methodist 
Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  the 
FOCUS  for  the  school  will  be  the  work  of 
the  Women’s,  National,  World,  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Cultivation  Divisions  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  including  in¬ 
terpretation  of  relationships  to  the  total 
board.  The  approach  will  deal  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  United  Methodist  Women  and 
their  responsibilities  in  the  church  and 
society. 


The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Northwestern  State  University  during  a' 'ceremony 
dedicated  this  live  oak  tree  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Raymond  McCoy  who  was  a  noted 
member  of  the  Northwestern  faculty  and  faithful  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Natchitoches.  The  tree  was  given  to  the  Wesley  Foundation  in  Dr.  McCoy's 
memory  by  the  Fleur  de  Lis  Garden  Club. 

Taking  pari  in  the  ceremony  were:  (left  to  right)  Garden  Club  members  Mrs.  L. 
C.  Robinson.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Squyres,  Mrs.  Raymond  McCoy.  Mrs.  N.  E.  Free.  Wesley 
students  Shirley  Acy.  Janice  Rogers.  Wesley  Director  the  Rev.  Bob  Townsend, 
students  Charles  Norris.  Allen  Lawrence  and  the  Rev.  Joe  McClain,  pastor.  First 
Church,  Natchitoches. 


COM  Audio-  Visuals 
Library  update 


The  Audio  Visual  Library  continues  to 
grow.  The  latest  AV  Catalog  is  being 
printed  and  put  together.  Listed  below 
are  a  few  of  the  newest  items  in  the 
Library  that  churches  may  use: 

EYE  ON  MISSION  —  media  kit 
consisting  of  the  following  four  items: 

Persons  in  Participation  —  an  audio 
cassette  with  theologians  and  laypersons 
exploring  the  question  of  who  we  are  in 
mission  —  as  Christians  living  in  the 
richest  continent,  yet  confronted  by  a 
world  of  rapid  change. 

A  Look  At  The  Need  in  Mission  —  a 
color  filmstrip  with  recording  to  help 
Christians  see  the  universal  need  for 
witness  locally  and  around  the  world,  by 
word  and  deed. 

The  Message  of  Mission  —  a  color  film¬ 
strip  with  recording  featuring  leaders  of 
Christian  communities  from  every 
continent  who  describe  the  message  of 
the  Christian  mission. 

Mission  —  Hear  How  —  an  audio 
cassette  in  which  Martin  Marty  and 
others  discuss  mission  responsibility, 
caring,  priorities  in  mission,  witnessing 
and  Christian  presence.  Practical  and 
helpful! ! 

TO  BE  AFRAID  —  (16mm/14V2 
minutes/color)  This  film  is  based  on  the 
premise  that  repressed  and  unspoken 
fears  exert  a  powerful  inhibiting  force  on 
the  development  of  our  human  potential. 
An  attempt  is  made  to  face  up  to  fear  and 
bring  it  into  the  light  of  day  where  its 
dimensions  become  more  realistic.  The 
film  treats  several  kinds  of  fear:  fear  of 
physical  things,  fear  of  failure,  fear  of 
rejection  and  fear  of  the  future.  By 
seeing  and  hearing  the  fears  of  the 
young,  we  hope  the  viewers  will  speak 
more  openly  of  their  own  fears. 

LA  PALOMA  DE  ESPERANZA  — 
THE  DOVE  OF  HOPE  —  is  a  new  sound 
color  filmstrip  for  use  in  interpreting  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  1978.  It  depicts 
how  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  working  directly  and  through 


Church  World  Service,  responded  to 
emergency  needs  following  the  February 
1976  earthquake  in  Guatemala,  and  its 
continuing  involvement  in  rehabilitation 
and  development  in  that  Central 
American  country. 

PRESENTING  THE  ADVANCE  —  (40 
slides)  This  slide  set  is  designed  to  tell 
the  story  of  the  Advance  in  a  concise  yet 
comprehensive  way.  It  is  especially  for 
leadership  audiences  in  the  local  church 
—  pastor,  Administrative  Board,  Council 
on  Ministries,  Work  Area  in  Missions, 
other  decision-makers  —  though  it  can  be 
shown  to  advantage  to  any  interested 
persons  in  the  church.  The  purposes  are: 
to  introduce  the  Advance  program  to 
leaders  not  already  familiar  with  it;  to 
remind  those  who  know  about  the 
Advance  of  its  continuing  needs  and 
advantages;  to  encourage  participation 
in  the  Advance;  and  to  familiarize  the 
audience  with  the  Advance  concept  of 
"disciples  in  partnership.’’  It  is  hoped 
there  will  be  (1)  initial  participation  in 
the  Advance  by  churches,  groups  and 
individuals  who  have  not  heretofore 
participated;  and  (2)  increased  and  new 
commitments  by  present  participants. 

CAN-OF-SQUIRMS  -  (game) 
Perhaps  the  most  popular  discussion- 
starter  resource  available  today.  More 
than  65,000  games  at  all  age  levels  are 
now  in  use  by  schools,  colleges,  clinics, 
churches  and  in  homes.  Can-of-squirms 
is  a  simplified  role-playing  game 
conceived  in  a  fun-format  to  make  it  easy 
for  players  to  say  what  they  feel  and  feel 
what  they  say.  It  encourages  peer-group 
teaching.  It  involves  spontaneous 
feelings  and  value  priorities.  The 
following  are  available  from  the  A-V 
Library: 

High  School  Squirms 
College  Squirms 
Adult  Squirms 

Elementary-Primary  Squirms 
Junior  High  Squirms 
Generation  Gap  Squirms 
Teenage  Sex  Ed.  Squirms 
Old  Testament  Squirms 
New  Testament  Squirms 

Ginny  D.  Richardson 
Resource  Librarian 


N.0. -Slidell 
Conference 
features 
Outreach 
Through 
Institutions 

Cook 

Dr.  Samuel  Dubois  Cook,  President  of 
Dillard  University,  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Sunday,  May  7,  at  the 
Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  Church,  Slidell. 

“The  Outreach  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  Through  Its  Institutions”  was  the 
theme  of  the  District  Conference, 
according  to  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans- 
Slidell  District.  Symbolic  of  the  more 
than  forty  institutions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  are  the 
five  institutions  in  the  New  Orleans- 
Slidell  District,  whose  representatives 
will  be  seated  on  the  platform,  as 
follows:  Dillard  University,  Rev.  Leslie 
Norris,  Chaplain;  Lafon  Home  for  the 
Aged,  Dr.  Alfred  Pollar,  Director  of 
Development,  Methodist  Hospital,  Paul 
Bjork,  Administrator;  St.  Mark’s  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  Rev.  David  Billings, 
Director;  and  Wesley  Foundation,  UNO, 
SUNO  and  Delgado,  Rev.  C.  G.  Fuller, 
Campus  Minister.  Representing  the 
smallest  church  in  the  district  will  be  H 
Stephens  of  the  St.  James  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Hahnville  Circuit 

Host  pastor  of  the  Conference  was  the 
Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Perry.  The  Hartzell- 
Mt.  Zion  Adult  Choir  was  in  charge  of 
music. 

Preceding  the  District  Conference  was 
a  District  Youth  Meeting  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Slidell,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Youth  Coordinator,  Rev. 
Richard  Hebert,  and  the  Conference 
Youth  Coordinator.  Rev.  Willis  Dear; 
and  a  Laity  Meeting  at  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion, 
directed  by  the  District  Lay  Leader, 
Henry  Mayfield  of  Covington.  The  Laity 
meeting  included  a  pre-Annual 
Conference  training  session  for  all  lay 
members  and  alternates  and  pastors. 


Around  the  Conference 


The  nominating  committee  of  the  BATON  ROUGE  HAMMOND  DISTRICT 
UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  met  in  the  home  of  Miss  Ruth  Nesom.  Hammond, 
and  selected  officers  for  the  1978-79  year.'  Seated  are  Mrs.  Margie  Rousell  of 
Baton  Rouge.  Mrs.  Minnie  Douglas  of  Clinton:  standing  are  Mrs.  Ruth  Shiflet  of 
Denham  Springs  and  Miss  Ruth  Nesom.  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


Recently,  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  cooperation 
with  First  Street  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
completed  a  very  successful  Church 
Wide  School  of  Mission  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Lucille  M.  Hunter, 
Work  Area  Chairperson.  The  two  12  hour 
courses  were  “Women  And  the  Bible" 
and  “The  Local  Church  in  God’s 
Mission.” 

The  leaders  for  “Women  and  the 


I  Death  Notice  | 

Services  for  William  McKinley  Nolan, 
78,  father  of  Rev.  W.  E.  Nolan,  Rayville, 
were  held  May  8,  Oak  Ridge,  La.  Mrs. 
W.  K.  Nolan,  for  many  years  chairman 
of  Louisiana  Conference  Commission  of 
Archives  and  History,  survives  her 
husband. 


Bible”  were  Mrs.  Virginia  Riley,  Miss 
Jennifer  Jones,  and  Miss  Urselle 
Lunnon  ,  tor  “The  Local  Church  in  God’s 
Mission”  were  Mrs.  Dolores  Giles,  Mr. 
Wadsworth  A.  Davis,  and  Miss  J .  Vernita 
Booker.  Rev.  Abraham  Davis,  pastor  of 
First  Street  Church,  summarized  the 
sessions.  More  than  100  persons 
attended.  Preparations  are  now  being 

Conference-related 
institutions  included  in 
Pre-Conference  reports 

Reports  have  been  received  from  the 
institutions  related  to  our  conference, 
and  these  will  appear  in  the  pre¬ 
conference  reports. 


made  for  the  1979  School  of  Missions. 

In  Natchitoches  the  Asbury  UMC 
members  and  pastor,  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell  have  been  engaged  in  study/- 
action  sessions.  “The  initial  study  "The 
Local  Church  in  God’s  Mission,”  was 
taught  by  Mr.  Walter  Young,  Sr. 

The  development  of  a  Mission 
Statement  for  the  local  church  and  was 
sponsored  by  the  work  area  of  Mission, 
Mrs.  Winderlean  Lewis,  Chairperson. 

The  second  study,  “Women  of  the 
Bible”  was  taught  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell.  These  sessions  dealt 
with  the  roles  and  responsibilities  of 
women  during  the  Biblical  Period  and 
their  relationship  to  today's  living.  The 
United  Methodist  Women  sponsored  this 
study.  Mrs.  Gladys  Revels  is  President  of 
the  UMW.  Currently  "The  Life  and 
Teachings  of  Jesus  Christ,”  is  being 
taught  by  the  pastor.  These  studies  have 
added  to  the  spiritual  growth  of  the 
Church,  reports  Mrs.  Lewis. 

Dr.  O.  V.  Cooper  of  Newman  UMC. 
Alexandria,  was  honored  as  the  oldest 
living  member  of  Phi  Beta  Sigma 
Fraternity,  the  Gulf  Coast  Region,  which 
met  recently  in  Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Cooper 
has  been  a  member  for  62  years,  the 
longest  of  any  member  recorded;  he  was 
also  cited  tor  more  than  50  years  of 
medical  service.  He  represents  Newman 
as  Lay  Speaker,  Chairman  of  Work  Area 
in  Evangelism,  and  foremost  in  many 
Community  interests.  Rev.  Roger  D 
Lathan  is  minister  at  Newman. 

In  April,  a  Dedicatory  Service  was  held 
at  the  Waterproof  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  A  registry  desk  was  given  by  the 
Chennault  family  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Nell 
T.  Chennault.  Two  brass  vases  were 
given  by  the  family  of  Mrs.  Nell  T 
Channault  in  memory  of  Charles  S.  Chen¬ 
nault  and  John  L.  Chennault. 

Mr.  Max  Chennault  represented  the 
Chennault  family  and  the  presentation 
was  accepted  by  Rev.  Walter  W.  Garriott 
in  behalf  of  the  Waterproof  First  United 
Methodist  Church. 

A  Rally  Day  in  the  Oakdale  United 
Methodist  Church  in  April,  was  a 
celebration  of  the  third  phase  of  a 
national  four-year  program  for 
strengthening  the  church  through  the 
church  school 

The  theme  during  1977-78  is  "The 
Church  School:  A  Community  That 
Cares.”  The  Rally  Day  included  fun, 
tellowship,  competition  and  singing 
Rev.  Eskel  Tatum  is  pastor 


IN  THE  BEGINNING  starring  Adam.  Eve  and  the  Serpent  has  been  preset 
by  the  PUPPET  MINISTRY  of  the  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURt 
DENHAM  SPRINGS,  at  church  school,  to  weekday  kindergartens,  at  ot 
churches,  in  nursing  homes  and  at  gatherings  of  senior  citizens 

Involved  in  this  ministry,  initiated  Easter  Sunday,  are  Joyce  Annison,  Sy , 
Arnold.  Judye  Averelle,  Joyce  Hazelton.  Lillian  Jones.  Edythe  Sorenson.  Del 
Sutton  and  Pat  Yawn.  They  are  working  on  presenting  other  religious  stories.  R 
George  Iverson  is  pastor. 

National  Workshop  on  Christian  Unity 


By  MILTON  J.  JOHNSON 
The  15th  National  Workshop  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  was  held  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
with  a  worship  service  at  First  Baptist 
Church.  More  than  400  delegates 
attended.  This  ecumenical  group  aims  to 
uphold  denominational  tradition  while 
working  toward  a  unified  approach  to 
religious  concerns. 

The  1978  Conference  was  headed  by 
Father  Thaddeus  Horgan,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  featured  such  speakers  as 
Baptist,  Dr.  Claude  Broach  of  Wake 
Forest  University;  Mrs.  Cynthia  Wedel, 
an  Episcopalian,  who  heads  the 


American  Red  Cross  Volunteer 
Organization  and  is  a  President  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches;  The  Rev. 
Jim  West,  a  Cheyenne  Indian  who  staffs 
Native  American  programs  for  three 
national  religious  agencies;  Rabbi 
Walter  Jacob  of  Pittsburg.  Representing 
the  Louisiana  Inter-C  hurch  Conference 
was  The  Rev.  James  Stovall,  Executive 
Director,  and  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Tulsa  Metropolitan  Ministry  was  the 
host  organization  for  the  conference 
which  concluded  with  a  service  of  Holy 
Communion  at  Holy  Family  Cathedral. 


Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 
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News  Editor  Frances  Pearce 

Send  news  of  events,  special  activites  and  features  to  Council  On  Ministries 
Office,  P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 


People 

Campus  Ministries: 

Three  United  Methodist  campus 
ministers  have  been  named  to  receive 
Bishop  James  C.  Baker  Graduate 
Awards  for  advance  studies  during  the 
1978-79  school  year  the  Revs.  William  N. 
Finnin  Jr.,  of  Louisiana;  David  L. 
Semrad  of  Southwest  Texas;  and  Gary 
Bruce  Putnam  of  Iowa. 

New  College  President 

Douglas  R.  Sasser  was  unanimously 
elected  president  of  Scarritt  College, 
Nashville,  at  an  April  24  meeting  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  The  new  President  will 
take  office  June  1.  1978. 

Sasser  is  currently  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  Pfeiffer  College, 
Misenheimer,  N.C.,  a  post  he  has  held 
since  1971 .  Prior  to  that,  he  wras  president 
of  Young  Harris  College,  Young  Harris, 
Ga.,  and  held  a  number  of  administrative 
posts  at  Kentucky  Wesleyan  College, 
Owensboro,  KY.  He  is  the  first  layperson 
to  serve  as  full-time  head  of  the  college. 

Personalities 
At  Centenary 

A  Centenary  College  student,  Janet 
Mayo  of  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana,  has 
won  the  first  place  Overdyke  award  for 
an  historical  paper  submitted  by  an 
undergraduate  student  to  the  North 
Louisiana  Historical  Association 
Journal  A  second  place  award  went  to 
another  Centenary  student,  Virginia 
Garrard,  daughter  of  Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Gerrard  of  Sherman,  Texas.  Third  place 
awarded  to  an  LSU-S  student,  Bernie 
Grappe.  The  awards,  in  honor  of 
Centenary  professor,  Dr.  Darrell 
Overdyke,  are  made  each  year  by  the 
NLHA  at  their  spring  meeting. 

Miss  Mayo's  paper  was  entitled  “The 
Authority  to  Govern  and  the  Right  to 
Dance  on  Campus  at  Centenary 
College.”  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Seaman  Mayo  Jr  and  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Sr.,  a 
long-time  Methodist  minister  and 
Trustee  of  Centenary  College. 

The  papers  were  judged  by  a  three 
man  panel  composed  of  Tom  Ruffin, 
Local  historian,  Bailey  Thompson, 
editorial  writer  for  the  Shreveport 
Journal,  and  Billy  Gilley,  president  of  the 
North  Louisiana  Historical  Association. 

All  three  of  the  award  winning  papers 
will  be  published  in  upcoming  issues  of 
(he  North  Louisiana  Historical  Associa¬ 
tion  Journal. 

Five  students  and  one  faculty  member 
from  Centenary  College  have  been 
elected  members  of  the  national 
honorary  scholastic  fraternity,  Omicron 
Delta  Kappa. 

Dr.  Vickie  N.  Gottlob,  assistant 
professor  of  French  was  the  faculty 
member  who  has  been  with  the 
Centenary  faculty  since  1973.  Miss  Joy 
Sherman.  Bastrop,  was  the  Centenary 
student  from  Louisiana. 

The  society  was  founded  in  1914  at 
Washington  and  Lee  University  and  is 
open  to  students,  faculty,  administrators, 
and  alumni  who  have  attained  a  high 
degree  of  efficiency  in  college  activities. 

Miss  Sherman  is  a  junior  studying 
accounting,  a  member  of  the  Centenary 
College  Choir  and  has  been  active  in 
musical  events  at  Centenary.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  George 
Sherman  of  Bastrop. 

News  briefs 

Laboratory  Seminary 
A  Laboratory  Seminar  July  15-21,  Mt. 
Sequoyah  will  offer  special  courses. 

1)  Communications  Resource  Center: 
(Enrollment  limited  to  25)  —  for 
librarians,  pastors,  church  secretaries, 
local  church  coordinators  of  communica¬ 
tions,  editors  of  local  church  news  media, 
local  church  program  directors,  church 
school  teachers,  staff  persons,  district 
coordinators  of  communications. 

2)  Adult  laboratory  of  Theological 
Concerns  —  t  limited  to  22) 

3)  Confirmation  Class 

4)  Weekday  Nursery  Class 

For  additional  information:  Dr.  S. 
Duane  Bruce,  Executive  Director  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  UMC;  4209  N.W. 
23rd,  Okla.  City,  OK  73107;  405-943-1985. 

Death  Notice: 

Mrs.  Childs  E.  Dunbar,  mother  of  Mrs. 
Robert  Bengtson  died  April  24.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  First  UMC, 
Algiers. 


Former  Con  ferenee-B 

Journals  wanted 

Any  minister  or  lay  person  who 
possesses  a  set  of  Journals  of  the 
former  Conference  B  and  who  is 
willing  to  donate  them  to  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
office,  is  requested  to  contact  Ray 
Branton. 

The  Journals  are  needed  to  enable 
the  office  to  respond  to  various 
requests  for  information  regarding 
the  former  Conference  B 
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Editorials 


Boy  Scouts  should  show  more 
sensitivity  for  the  handicapped 


It's  not  easy  to  win  an  Eagle  Scout 
award. 

Such  an  award  in  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  is  presented  only  to  the  “best” 
scouts  —  those  willing  to  make  the 
sacrifices,  do  the  work,  and  stick  with  the 
process  of  earning  merit  badges  which 
signify  accomplishment  in  a  wide  variety 
of  tasks. 

Gregory  Wittine  of  Long  Island,  N.Y.  is 
such  a  scout.  In  fact,  among  the  “best” 
scouts,  he  must  be  rated  as  one  of  the 
best.  r 

Confined  to  a  wheelchair  with  cerebral 
palsy,  Gregory  did  not  let  his  handicap 
stand  in  the  way  of  his  desire  for  the 
coveted  award.  Year  after  year,  against 
great  odds,  he  continued  to  plod  toward 
his  goal.  Some  of  the  awards  —  the  less 
physically  demanding  ones— came  fairly 
easily.  Others  which  seemed  physically 
impossible  to  persons  who  watched  his 
progress,  just  meant  they  would  take 
longer,  in  Gregory’s  view. 

Early  this  year,  Gregory  completed 
the  last  of  his  requirements.  It  was  a  ten- 
mile  hike.  Most  of  the  way  he  wheeled 
himself  in  his  chair,  and  when  the  terrain 
became  too  rough  he  left  the  chair  and 
dragged  himself  the  rest  of  the  way. 

At  last  he  had  won  his  award.  But  alas, 
the  national  staff  of  the  Boy  Scouts  felt 
otherwise.  There  is  a  rule,  they  said, 
which  requires  Scouts  to  be  no  older  than 
18.  Gregory  had  taken  too  long  to 
complete  his  tasks.  He  was  now  22.  Rules 
are  rules,  they  said. 

We  join  with  others  both  inside  and 
outside  of  Scouting  across  the  nation  in 
deploring  that  unfeeling,  unbending 
stance  by  national  officials  of  the 
organization. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  long 
supported  scouting.  More  troops  have 
been  sponsored  within  our  denomination 
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Now  begins  our  service.  Lord: 

After  we’ve  worshipped  and  adored 
The  Father,  Son.  and  Holy  Ghost. 
Love’s  words  without  Love’s  acts 
are  Lost. 
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through  the  years  than  have  been 
launched  in  any  other  way.  Although  the 
program  has  not  been  without  faults,  we 
believe  it  has  been  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  personal  development 
of  many  persons.  The  support  now  being 
given  to  Gregory  Wittine  in  his  cause  by 
many  present  and  former  scouts  — 
including  five  who  have  mailed  him  their 
own  “Eagle  awards”  —  is  evidence  of  the 
type  of  character  the  program  can  build. 

But  the  recent  action  rejecting 
Gregory  's  bid  to  be  an  Eagle  Scout  is  not 
something  the  church  should  support  — 
even  by  silence. 

When  the  Boy  Scout  national 
conference  is  held  in  Phoenix,  Arizona, 
later  this  month,  his  case  will  be  on  the 
agenda,  and  there  are  indications 
national  officials  are  beginning  to  yield 
to  public  pressure.  We  urge  scout  troops 
sponsored  by  our  denomination  and  con¬ 
cerned  individuals  across  the  church  to 
offer  their  support  now— not  only  for  Gre¬ 
gory’s  award  but  for  the  development  of 
more  concern  for  the  handicapped  in 
general  throughout  the  scouting 
program. 

Write:  Harvey  Price,  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Scouting  USA,  North  Brunswick, 
New  Jersey,  08902. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 


MAY  12,  197H 


The  Sunday  School  teacher  links 
J  young  people  with  faith  and  life 


Pumm  L£AK\HG~. 
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0RP£R_£V£tfYB0Py 
COHPLAlHlHGr 


1  VON'T  KU OW 
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By  STEADMAN  BAGBY 

Sunday  School  teachers  are  on  the 
front  lines  in  the  battle  for  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  youth.  The  urgency  of  this 
battle  is  known  to  all  who  are  familiar 
with  the  decline  in  Sunday  School 
attendance  and  the  increase  in  exposure 
to  advocates  of  immorality.  I  found  these 
interesting  titles  in  a  physician's  waiting 
room,  admittedly  searching  after 
observing  the  first:  "How  to  Have  a 
Glorious  Ski  Holiday  with  a  Ski  Buff  — 
When  You  Don’t  Know  How  to  Ski,”  “To 
Bed  or  not  to  Bed;  Rules  for  Sleeping 
with  Men.”  The  last  author  snickered  at 
any  mother  who  just  “knew”  her 
daughter  was  a  virgin. 

The  tragedy  of  a  singer-actress  who 
some  months  ago  proclaimed  her 
happiness  at  being  a  free  spirit  having  a 
family,  children  and  a  lover  has  been 
widely  publicized.  She  was  "with  it."  She 
was  less  with  it  when  convicted  of  killing 
her  lover  whether  by  accident  or  design. 
Frankly,  the  young  woman  appears  to  be 
more  in  need  of  pity  than  censure;  still 
she  is  an  illustration  of  the  folly  of  sin  and 
the  cheap  glitter  of  glamour. 

It  is  the  church  teacher  and  counselor 
who  has  the  fearful  privilege  of  dealing 
with  these  kinds  of  issues  for  the  church. 


The  teacher  and  counselor  occupy  the 
battlefield  when  the  greatest  number  of 
our  youth  come  under  the  instruction  of 
the  church.  Those  with  sensitive 
consciences  approach  their  task  with  a 
sense  of  unworthiness,  just  as  the 
minister  feels  the  same  emotion  entering 
the  pulpit. 

The  seriousness  of  the  struggle  should 
not  lead  to  panic  in  either  classroom  or 
pulpit.  The  jewels  of  Christian  education 
are  workers  who  can  maintain  their 
"cool”  while  hearing  the  opinions,  the 
doubts  and  the  questions  of  the  young. 
When  a  group  of  young  persons  asked  me 
to  withdraw  from  their  discussion  of  sex 
with  their  counselor,  I  left,  but  later  was 
asked  to  join  their  discussion  and  present 
my  views.  I  view  the  “new  morality”  as 
a  new  label  for  immorality.  I  also  believe 
God’s  commandments  have  been 
confirmed  by  humanity’s  experience.  I 
believe  young  people  desire  sincere  and 
honest  talk  from  adults. 

The  church’s  youth  division  requires 
the  presence  at  times  of  their  pastor. 
Time  for  this  type  of  communion 
between  pastor  and  youth  is  difficult  to 
arrange,  but  possible  where  both  parties 
sense  its  value.  Pastors,  teachers  and 
counselors  are  not  in  competition,  but 


Continue  dialogue  on  Methodist-EUB  merger 


We  must  say  "Amen”  to  Bishop  James 
Armstrong’s  call  for  development  of  fair 
and  uniform  personnel  policies  by  our 
church's  national  agencies  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue. ) 

Like  Bishop  Armstrong,  we  are 
“convinced  that  one  of  the  areas  in  which 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  most 
vulnerable  and  dehumanizing  is  in  the 
implementation  of  an  assortment  of 
personnel  policies  that  exist  side  by  side 
in  our  boards  and  agencies.” 

It  is  deplorable  that  such  a  situation 
should  exist  in  a  church  which  has 
consistently  advocated  fair  employment 
practices  in  society  at  large,  and  in  the 
same  boards  and  agencies  which  have 
protested  against  —  and  even  boycotted 

—  secular  businesses  over  similar 
failings. 

Until  recently.  United  Methodism’s 
national  agencies  operated  without  a 
uniform  scale  of  salaries  and  benefits. 
This  disparity  was  corrected  by  General 
Conference  action.  However,  the  setting 
of  personnel  policies  is  still  left  up  to  each 
general  church  agency. 

We  believe  the  1980  General 
Conference  should  remedy  this  situation 
by  adopting  a  set  of  fair  employment 
standards  —  relating  to  such  basic  areas 
as  recruitment,  periodic  performance 
evaluation  and  review,  and  termination 

—  which  will  be  followed  by  all  of  our 
church’s  national  agencies. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  Jonathan  A.  Carlsen’s 
article  "After  10  years,  he  still  parrots 
the  same  dialogue.”  (TM/UMR,  April 
21). 

1  am  glad  he  is  still  engaged  in  the 
dialogue  and  I  hope  many  other  former 
EUBs  will  insist  our  heritage  is  not 
forgotten.  It  is  a  rich  and  meaningful 
heritage.  The  history  of  the  Evangelical 
Association  and  United  Brethren 
crisscross  with  the  Methodist  and  the 
American  frontier  movement.  Long  live 
brother  Carlson’s  attitude  and  those  who 
press  for  a  more  perfect  marriage. 

JimStigall 

Cummings.  Kansas 

A  painful  reminder 

To  the  Editor: 

I'm  writing  to  say  that  the  article 
"After  10  years  ...”  by  Jonathan  A. 
Carlson  (TM/UMR,  April  21)  touches  a 
sensitive  spot  in  this  person  who  grew  up 
in  the  EUB  church.  It  points  to  examples 
of  "being  swallowed  up"  which  we  were 
assured  (prior  to  1968)  would  never 
happen.  And  it  painfully  reminds  me  of 
something  I  have  seen  in  other  areas  of 
cooperative  effort  —  it  is  much  easier  to 
do  things  alone,  the  way  we've  been 
doing  them,  than  to  make  an  effort  to  do 
them  cooperatively,  with  another  person, 
another  church,  or  another  denomina¬ 
tion.  And  when  that  other  party  is  signifi¬ 
cantly  smaller  than  you,  it’s  even  easier 
to  overlook  them  or  take  them  into  your 
planning. 

I  want  Mr.  Carlsen  to  know  the  sad  fact 
that  Syracuse  is  not  the  only  place  where 
that  incident  with  the  Lord’s  Prayer 
occurred.  I  experienced  it  in  Livonia, 
Michigan,  where  the  use  of  "trespasses” 
was  more  a  forced  change  than  a 
“slipping  back,"  and  where  this  became 
a  symbol  which  took  a  lot  of  life  and 
Spirit  out  of  a  once  very-alive  church. 

I'm  not  trying  to  reopen  the  union 
question.  I  have  accepted  it,  lived  and 
served  in  it,  and  benefitted  from  it.  But 
Mr.  Carlsen’s  article  resurrected  some 
thoughts  that  I  think  we  need  to  be  re¬ 
minded  of  again.  Thanks! 

Donald  E.  Zechman 

Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

An  EUB  provided  uplift 

To  The  Editor: 

It  was  with  great  interest  and  concern 
that  I  read  the  article  by  Jonathan  A. 
Carlsen  about  the  EUB’s  marriage  with 
Methodism. 

While  growing  up,  all  I  knew  about 
EUBs  was  an  old  gray  building  a  couple 
of  blocks  away  from  our  pretty  yellow 
Methodist  Church.  In  thinking  back,  I 
cannot  remember  that  pretty  yellow 
church  ever  having  a  new  paint  job.  This 
tells  me  that  I  was  looking  only  at  the 
outside  of  one  church  and  the  inside  of 
another. 

At  the  time  of  the  merger  I  was  a  lay 
employee  of  our  conference  as  a  camp 
manager.  Although  our  camp  was  only  a 
few  miles  from  our  conference 
headquarters,  it  was  a  very  remote  and 
forgotten  camp  with  a  dying  board.  Then 
came  a  sudden  change  when  Don 
Coughenour,  an  EUB  minister,  really 
WANTED  to  be  a  part  of  our  board. 

My  first  encounter  with  Don  was  to  be 
an  appointment  at  camp  on  a  spring  day. 
When  the  appointment  was  made,  little 
did  we  know  that  it  would  come  the  day 
after  the  worst  rain  in  30  years.  Much  of 
our  44  miles  of  trail  to  camp  was  washed 
out  and  three  miles  before  the  trail  head 
the  highway  was  closed  due  to  mud 
slides.  Imagine  our  surprise  when  we 
spotted  something  cresting  the  hill 
wearing  a  red  beret  and  carrying  a  large 
pack.  It  was  more  of  a  surprise  when  we 
discovered  that  Rev.  Coughenour  had 
walked  over  7  miles  in  the  rain  through 
mud  and  rock  slides  crossing  a  swollen 
stream  a  couple  of  times  to  keep  his 
appointment. 

Don  added  a  lot  to  our  camp  board,  but 
most  of  all,  he  added  renewed  spiritual 
enthusiasm  that  somewhere  along  the 
line  we  had  lost.  When  I  left  that  camp 
several  years  later,  it  had  one  of  the 
strongest  camp  boards  in  our 
conference,  thanks  to  an  EUB  minister. 

Since  that  time,  I  have  met  and 
become  friends  with  lots  of  former 
EUBs.  both  laymen  and  ministers.  I  have 


learned  that  the  inside  of  that  old  gray 
building  was  filled  with  some  very 
special  people.  They  have  given  some  of 
us  "died  in  the  wool  Methodists"  a 
spiritual  uplift  that  we  have  needed  for  a 
long  time.  What  have  we  given  the  EUBs 
in  the  merger?  Boots  Barto 

Jerome,  Arizona 

h>  do  you  abuse  power 
of  the  press  in  reporting? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  April  14  and  21  issues  of  TM/UMR 
bring  the  following  statements  of 
concern : 

With  full  realization  of  the  power  of  the 
press,  I  must  ask  for  you  to  reply  to 
“why”  the  use  of  inaccurate  words  in 
reporting  action  of  divisions  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  when  your  reporters 
are  in  attendance  and  given  all  printed 
materials.  I  am  specifically  concerned 
about  the  editorial  use  of  the  word  “de¬ 
nounce”  in  reference  to  a  vote  of  the  Wo¬ 
men’s  Division  concerning  the  internal 
( not  integral )  settlement  in  Zimbabwe. 

As  I  compared  these  stories  by  Sharon 
Mielke,  April  14,  and  by  Bud  Herron, 
April  21,  in  TM/  UMR  with  the  accuracy 
of  “Newscope,”  I  felt  I  should  write  so 
that  readers  may  know  that  directors 
vote  with  integrity. 

The  resolution  should  have  been 
printed  in  its  short  three  paragraph  form 
so  that  readers  could  see  that  the  words 
were  “express  concern”  —  not  “de¬ 
nounce.” 

I  have  talked  with  recently  returned 
missionaries  from  the  area  and 
questioned  them  about  the  internal 
agreement.  They  affirmed  the  Women’s 
Division  vote,  stating  they  fear  what  the 
future  holds  unless  all  who  have  been 
struggling  are  included  in  negotiating  a 
settlement. 

Please  correct  your  thrice-worded 
statements  of  “denounce”  so  that 
credibility  may  return  to  your  style  of 
reporting.  Wilma  Meier 

Newton,  Kansas 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  TM/UMR  stands 
by  its  report.  The  Women’s  Divison 
resolution,  after  describing  the  “internal 
settlement"  of  which  Bishop  Muzorewa 
is  party,  "affirms  the  position  that  a 
viable  solution  must  include  all  parties, 
commends  the  efforts  of  the  United 
States,  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  front 
line  states  to  achieve  an  independent 
Zimbabwe  inclusive  of  all  political 
forces,  and  expresses  concern  that  the 
‘internal  settlement’  may  actually 
precipitate  violent  confrontation  among 
Zimbabweans  struggling  for 
independence.”  The  dictionary  defines 
“denounce”  as  “to  pronounce  blame¬ 
worthy  or  evil.”  TM/  UMR  believes  this 
term  accurately  reflects  the  position  ta¬ 
ken  by  the  Women’s  Division  in  relation 
to  the  “internal  settlement”  in  Rhodesia. 

*■60  Min  utes’  report  on 

el» ureli  homes  hard  to  view 

To  the  Editor: 

On  April  23  the  United  Methodist 
Church  received  very  unflattering 
national  exposure  on  the  CBS  program 
“60  Minutes.  ’’  In  the  telling  of  the  story  of 
the  Pacific  Homes  bankruptcy,  the 
church  was  presented  in  almost  the  same 
light  as  the  charlatans  and  insensitive 
institutions  that  “60  Minutes”  generally 
tries  to  expose.  As  a  United  Methodist  I 
found  the  story  most  embarrassing  and 
difficult  to  watch. 

The  impression  that  I  have  received 
from  the  program  is  that  the  concerned 
annual  conference  and  the  general 
church  are  trying  everything  in  their 
power  to  disassociate  themselves  from 
the  problem.  It  appeared  in  the  report 
that  the  only  way  to  get  the  church  to 
take  responsibility  for  the  Pacific  Homes 
is  by  court  suit.  I  certainly  hope  that  this 
impression  is  erroneous. 

If  the  church  is  to  consider,  with  pride, 
its  homes  for  the  aging  as  a  significant 
part  of  its  mission  and  ministry,  and  if  it 
is  to  continue  to  ask  its  people  to  support 
that  ministry,  then  the  church  must  also 
be  responsible  to  meet  the  crises  that 
develop  in  that  ministry.  Can  we  not  be 
spared  the  further  public  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  a  court  suit  to  force  our  connect- 
ional  church  to  be  responsible  for  the 


people  to  whom  it  has  promised  care? 
Earl  W.  Roberts  III 
Hunlock  Creek,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Pertinent 
information  regarding  the  church’s 
efforts  to  save  these  homes  from 
bankruptcy  and  court  action  —  which 
were  not  included  in  the  “60  Minutes” 
report  —  was  published  on  page  2  of  TM/- 
UMR’s  May  5  issue. 

Offering  should  be  taken 

for  Homes  residents 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  sure  that  after  watching  the 
“airing"  of  the  Pacific  Homes  problems 
by  CBS’  "60  Minutes”  on  April  23, 
millions  of  United  Methodists  have  felt 
that  some  action  must  be  taken  promptly 
by  the  church.  We  heard  one  resident 
say,  “I  have  always  been  a  Methodist, 
but  now  .  .  .”  We  heard  many  assert  that 
they  had  been  influenced  to  trust  their 
life  savings  to  the  management  of  the 
homes  by  the  fact  that  they  were,  by 
implication  at  least,  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

This  aroused  me  to  feel  that  the  church 
should  help  our  brothers  and  sisters  who 
now  have  fear  for  their  future,  not 
because  of  the  fear  of  being  sued,  but 
purely  out  of  sympathy. 

I  also  feel  sure  that  millions  of  our 
members  would  be  glad  to  make  a 
contribution  to  help  cover  the 
indebtedness  if  they  knew  how  to  do  this. 
It  should  not  be  done  through  expensive 
individual  appeals  (“junk  mail\),  but 
through  our  district  superintendents  to 
their  pastors  and  congregations. 

Anna  D.  P.  Giambarresi 
Penny  Farms,  Florida 
‘’Massive  study’  questioned 
To  the  Editor: 

As  a  lifelong  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  I  am  writing  this  letter 
to  protest  the  spending  of  $584,000  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  for  the 
"massive  UMC  study”  as  reported  in  the 
March  24  issue  of  TM/UMR. 


My  husband  and  I  have  always 
supported  our  church  and  have  been  glad 
to  be  a  part  of  the  outreach  program  it 
espoused,  but  this  large  amount  to  be 
spent  to  contemplate  its  navel  is 
ridiculous!  What  good  purpose  can  such 
a  study  possibly  serve?  Exactly  for  what 
use  is  the  information  gained?  Will  the 
report  of  the  results  be  filed  away 
somewhere  like  so  many  other  studies 
have  been  —  in  our  government  and  now 
in  our  church? 

In  my  opinion  the  money  that  little 
people  like  us  give  could  be  much  better 
used  to  help  needy  people.  In  all  of  our 
lives’  giving  we  have  not  totaled  the 
amount  to  be  spent  for  this  one  study.  It 
makes  one  feel  frustrated  and  futile  and 
I,  for  one,  question  the  wisdom  of  this 
choice.  ,  ^  , 

Leuty  Quaid 
Wynnewood,  Oklahoma 

Stay  in  the  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  letter  from  Charles 
E.  Bryant  Jr.  who  feels  he  should  leave 
the  United  Methodist  Church  because  of 
indifference  to  the  scriptures  by  certain 
elements  within  the  church  (TM/UMR, 
April  7),  I  would  like  to  say  that  I 
sympathize  with  his  feelings,  but  I  would 
hope  that  he  would  stay  in  the  UMC. 

Unfortunately,  no  church  or 
denomination  is  perfect,  including  the 
UM  Church.  However,  the  UM  Church  is 
Mr.  Bryant’s  church  and  it  needs  men 
like  him  who  will  preach  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  and  not  be  wishy-washy  about  it. 

Regardless  of  what  the  hierarchy  or 
the  seminary  professors  might  say  or 
think,  there  are  thousands  of  United 
Methodists  who  are  craving  the  Word  of 
God.  How  will  they  ever  hear  the  Good 
News  if  men  like  Mr.  Bryant  leave  the 
church?  I  invite  Mr.  Bryant  to  read 
Romans  10:14  and  I  want  him  to  know 
that  I  am  praying  for  him  and  that  he  is 
not  alone.  Steve  Springer 

Winter  Haven,  Florida 


TM/UMR  Hotline 


You  should  not  print  so  many 
negative  comments  in  TM/UMR 


I  am  disturbed  over  the  amount  of 
negative  comments  you  publish.  If  I  was 
not  already  a  United  Methodist  I  would 
not  consider  becoming  one  from  the  way 
the  members  seem  to  feel,  as  reflected  in 
TM/UMR. 

Are  there  no  “happy"  United 
Methodists?  Find  them  and  print  their 
positive  views.  Let  the  cranks  get  out  and 
take  their  poison  with  them. 

If  a  person  does  not  love  the  church  he 
belongs  to.  how  can  he  be  happy  in  the 
denomination  it  is  a  part  of?  And  if  one 
only  bitterly  attacks  and  never  offers 
constructive  solutions,  how  can  it  be  said 
that  he  loves  the  church?  (see  1  John  4:20 
and  James  1:26) 

Our  denomination  was  not  built  by 
fault-finding  and  back-biting,  but  b 
meeting  the  needs  of  others.  If  we  want 
members  to  join,  tell  what  is  "right” 
about  our  church,  or  to  paraphrase  the 
admonition  to  young  preachers:  print 
your  faith  and  stove  the  cranks.  There 
are  enough  "holiness"  churches  telling 
the  world  what  is  wrong  with  us.  Please 
spare  us  the  agony  of  confirming  their 
views‘  Donald  Morton 

Bardolph,  Illinois 

The  editorial  staff  of  TM/UMR 
identifies  with  your  frustration.  We  do 
not  revel  in  negativity.  We  attempt  to  be 
constructive  in  our  editorial  statements. 
And  we  constantly  seek  out  and  publish 
feature  stories  which  reflect  a  positive 
Christian  witness. 

The  negative  comments  we  publish  are 
reflections  (1)  of  the  wide  diversity  of 
views  held  by  our  church’s  members  and 
(2)  our  responsibility  to  serve  as  a  news 
and  opinion  medium  for  the  church. 

We  receive  many  more  negative  than 
positive  letters  from  readers.  Although 
its  intent  is  constructive,  your  letter  is 
itself  a  “negative  comment.” 

Most  of  the  negative  letter  we  receive 
are  in  response  to  a  previous  news  report 
regarding  actions  by  our  church's 
national  boards  and  agencies.  We  would 


each  strengthens  the  other.  This  division 
also  provides  adult  leaders  with  a  pivotal 
place  between  parents  and  youth,  many 
of  whom  are  prone  to  resist  their  parents 
and  idealize  their  friends’  parents.  One  of 
the  truly  great  counselors  who  opened 
her  home  at  all  hours  to  the  young  and 
who  was  widely  loved  had  sons  who  were 
brilliant,  yet  at  this  age  lamented  the 
imperfections  of  their  family  and 
actually  envied  other  homes.  So  the 
leaders  balance  values  and  with  quiet 
assurance  share  the  faith  that  Jesus 
brings  abundant  life  to  those  who  believe 
in  and  follow  Him. 

Such  confidence  provides  the  worker 
with  a  key  to  unlock  the  secrets  of  God's 
values.  This  confidence  is  in  youth,  the 
message,  and  the  conviction  it  is  theirs  to 
sow,  but  the  harvest  belongs  to  God.  The 
youth  worker’s  task  is  genuine  concern; 
the  results  remain  with  the  Lord.  And 
God  provides! 

When  the  youth  of  our  church  attended 
sub-district  meetings,  I  used  to  insist 
upon  an  adult  in  each  car.  This  brought  a 
formal  protest  in  time  from  the  youth. 
Their  spokesman  asked,  "Why?  When 
we  date,  we  have  the  family  cars  and  we 
do  not  have  others  with  us.  If  our  parents 
don’t  object,  why  should  you?  ’’ 

"I  think  you  have  a  valid  point,"  I 
replied.  "Permit  me  to  explain  my 
position,  however,’’  1  continued.  “It  was 
not  belief  you  required  supervision  which 
led  to  this  plan.  I  believe  the  church  is 
different  from  all  other  kinds  of  groups.  I 
believe  the  church  passes  on  truths  and 
traditions  from  generation  to  generation. 
I  thought  the  adults  would  hear  your 
moods  and  share  with  you  ideas  which 
we  teach  are  the  same  ‘yesterday,  today 
and  forever.'  "  Trying  to  smile,  I  added, 
"There  will  not  be  any  adults  in  the  cars 
from  now  on." 

I  give  my  word,  the  president  of  the 
MYF’s  final  instruction  to  the  next  group 
headed  for  a  sub-district  meeting  was, 
"An  adult  in  every  car.  It’s  part  of  our 
church  program.  We  need  them  and  they 
need  us.  See  you  in  about  thirty 
minutes.” 

If  we  have  a  rough  battle,  we  have 
stronger  support.  The  faith  of  President 
Carter  and  the  open  and  honest 
administration  of  President  Ford 
provide  a  new  and  fertile  opportunity. 
The  teacher  and  counselor  are  in  the 
front  lines  with  the  message.  Faith 
remains  the  victory! 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Steadman  T.  Bagby,  is  minister  of 
spiritual  life  at  the  Southern  Hills  UMC  in 
Lexington.  Kentucky  (Kentucky  Annual 
Conference). 


consider  it  irresponsible  not  to  report  on 
a  given  action  just  because  we  thought  it 
was  likely  to  provoke  negative  reactions. 
Members  of  the  church  have  a  right  to 
know  what  their  national  agencies  are 
doing.  We  would  consider  it  equally 
irresponsible  not  to  publish  the  reactions 
of  our  readers  —  positive  and  negative  — 
to  our  news  stories  and  editorials. 
Members  of  the  church  have  a  right  to 
express  their  views,  and  the  church’s 
leaders  need  to  know  what  the  church's 
members  are  thinking.  We  would  like  to 
believe  that  this  ongoing  interchange 
eventually  will  help  to  create  a  greater 
sense  of  harmony  and  united  purpose 
within  the  church. 

For  TM/UMR  to  reflect  only 
“sweetness  and  light”  when  so  much 
disharmony  exists  within  our  church 
would  be  dishonest,  and  would 
undermine  TM/UMR’s  credibility. 

I  fully  share  your  wish  that  we  might 
receive  and  publish  a  larger  number  of 
positive  comments  from  our  readers. 
Our  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  space 
accurately  reflects  what  our  readers  are 
saying.  If  you  and  other  readers  will  join 
in  sending  us  more  letters  of  a  positive 
nature,  I  assure  you  this  will  be  reflected 
in  our  letters  column.  And  I  assure  you 
also  that  our  staff  will  continue  to  seek 
out  and  publish  stories  about  how 
"happy”  United  Methodists  are  serving 
their  Lord.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

In  our  April  28  issue,  “TM/UMR 
Hotline”  included  a  question  and  answer 
regarding  United  Methodism's  10  largest 
congregations,  and  we  asked  readers  to 
let  us  know  if  there  were  any  errors  or 
omissions  in  our  listing. 

We  have  received  word  that  our  listing 
failed  to  include  First  UMC  in  Lubbock, 
Texas.  With  5600+  members  reported  in 
the  1977  conference  journal,  First 
Church,  Lubbock  is  the  UMC’s  ninth 
largest  congregation.  TM/UMR  regrets 
this  omission. 


‘Already  classics” 


—  The  Christian  Ministry 


HARPER'S  MINISTERS 
PAPERBACK  LIBRARY 

For  the  working  minister  and  the 
ministerial  candidate. 


Henry  H.  Mitchell 
THE  RECOVERY  OF 
PREACHING 

"By  far  the  most  stimulating 
treatment  of  preaching  that  I 
have  read  in  twenty  years’’— 
David  H.  C.  Read. 

Paper  RD  229  $3.95 

David  H.C.  Read 
UNFINISHED  EASTER. 
Sermons  on  the  Ministry 

Eighteen  splendid  talks  on  the 
minister’s  role,  work  and  faith 
by  “the  preacher’s  preacher." 
"Dr.  Read  at  his  best  —  that  is, 
the  presentation  of  the  Gospel 
rooted  in  biblical  theology  with 
contemporary  application  and 
illustrations’.’  —  John  B.  Cobum 
Paper  RD263  $4.95 

Karl  Barth 

DELIVERANCE  TO  THE 
CAPTIVES 

These  sermons,  originally  given 
to  prisoners,  "turn  the  Christian 
field  with  a  resharpened 
plow."— John  Updike 
Paper  RD267  $3.95 

Thomas  C.  Oden 
KERYGMAAND 
COUNSELING 

A  groundbreaking  study,  with  a 
new  preface, on  the  relationship 
of  Christian  theology  to  secular 
psychotherapy. 

Paper  RD253  $4.95 
At  bookstores 
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Hot  weather 
notwithstanding, 
Mrs.  Oley  F. 
Hedrick  Jr., 
member  of  First 
United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church, 
helps  bring 
"Christmas”  to 
an  elderly  home- 
owner  during 
"Christmas  in 
April”  in  Mid¬ 
land,  Texas 
April  29. 

MIDLAND 
REPORTER- 
TELEGRAM  PHOTO 


Family  gets  clean  bill  of  health 

Pessimism  not  warranted,  expert  claims ,  though  stresses  still  exist 


-»V 


For  the  needy  -- 
’Christmas  in  April 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

MIDLAND,  Tex.  —  No  matter  what 
the  calendar  shows,  it  was  Christmas 
here  recently  for  some  36  needy 
homeowners  —  and  nearly  100  United 
Methodists  were  in  on  the 
"celebration.” 

Undaunted  by  scorching  weather 
April  29,  members  of  three  UM 
churches  fanned  out  across  Midland 
with  other  church  and  civic  groups  for 
"Christmas  in  April  VI"  —  a  day  of 
repair  work  on  substandard  housing 
of  the  city’s  elderly  and/or 
handicapped  persons. 

Among  those  hammering,  painting 
and  wiring  away  were  55  members  of 
First  UMC,  where  there’s  a  "special 
feeling"  about  the  annual  event,  says 
ecumenical  concerns  chairperson 
Maggie  Artley.  St.  Luke's  and  St. 
Mark's  UM  churches  also 
participated. 

First  UMC'S  four  projects  this  year 
included  major  repairs  on  the  home  of 
a  76-year-old  woman  and  her  100-year- 
old  mother  —  repairs  like  fixing  a 
drooping  kitchen  ceiling,  mending 
doors  and  installing  new  light 
fixtures. 

Coordinated  by  the  city’s  Human 
Relations  Council,  "Christmas  in 


April”  has  become  a  major  event 
here,  says  the  Midland  Reporter- 
Telegram,  which  calls  it  "one  of  the 
greatest,  most  far-reaching  volunteer 
community  programs  ever." 

Two  hundred  forty  homes  have  been 
repaired  since  the  program  was 
launched,  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
$40,000.  Funds  raised  also  help  hire 
professionals  for  work  such  as 
plumbing  which  are  "beyond  our 
abilities  as  volunteers,"  Mrs.  Artley 
said. 

The  best  thing  about  the  event,  she 
believes,  is,  of  course,  that  “we  are 
doing  something  that  is  so  very  much 
needed.”  Beyond  that  however, 
“Christmas  in  April”  is  ecumenical 
and  community-wide.  And  it  creates  a 
new  awareness  in  church  members  of 
the  needs  which  exist  right  in  their 
own  community.  "Some  of  our  people 
have  never  even  been  to  that  section 
of  town  before,"  she  notes. 

If  there  are  any  complaints,  the 
Reporter-Telegram  says,  they  come 
from  those  doing  the  work;  there  isn’t 
enough  time  in  one  day  to  do  all  that 
needs  to  be  done.  But  it  all  works  out 
Mrs.  Artley  reports.  No  matter  how 
many  Saturdays  it  takes,  groups 
which  begin  a  job  keep  at  it  until  they 
finish. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  An  optimistic  view 
that  the  family  is  alive  and  well  — 
despite  the  rash  of  reports  otherwise  — 
was  given  recently  at  a  United  Methodist 
meeting.  In  observance  of  National 
Family  Week,  May  7-14,  TM/UMR  offers 
the  following  article  based  on  that 
address. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NORMAN,  Okla  —  In  spite  of  the 
procession  of  prophets  predicting  the 
demise  of  the  family,  an  expert  in  the 
field  of  the  family  says  facts  show  the 
family  is  "alive  and  well  and  here  to 
stay.” 

Dr.  Robert  P.  Stewart,  a  psychiatrist 
on  the  staff  of  the  Timberlawn  Center  for 
Family  and  Marital  Assessment  in 
Dallas,  presented  a  paper  on  the 
American  family  to  members  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction’s  Council  on 
Ministries  here  last  month. 

The  facts  disprove  most  of  the 
"myths”  commonly  touted  about 
families,  Dr.  Stewart  said.  He  does  not 
deny  that  families  face  great  challenges 
today  but  he  is  optimistic  that  the  family 
as  an  institution  is  here  to  stay. 

Point  by  point,  the  family  specialist 
who  has  been  on  the  Timberlawn  staff  for 
10  years,  took  on  these  "myths.” 

“Declining  birth  rate  means  children 
are  less  important:”  ‘‘Less  than  five  per¬ 
cent  of  married  women  today  expect  to 
remain  childless.  This  is  the  lowest  per¬ 
centage  ever  recorded  in  our  history.  It 
would  appear  children  are  very  im¬ 
portant,”  he  said.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  the  size  of  the  average  family 
(2.04)  children  is  at  a  record  low.  De¬ 
clining  family  size  rather  than  increas¬ 
ing  childlessness  accounts  for  the 
declining  birth  rate. 

Family  size  means  a  different  life  for 
children,  the  doctor  said.  And  studies 
indicate  that  small  families  produce 
fewer  independent  and  "helpful” 
children. 

"Broken  homes:”  A  "broken  home” 
by  his  definition,  is  one  in  which  a  child  is 
completely  removed  from  parents.  Dr. 
Stewart  maintains  that  it  is  inaccurate  to 
say  "broken  homes”  are  proliferating 
when  what  is  happening  is  an  increase  in 
single  parent  families. 

The  proportion  of  children  who  live 
with  at  least  one  parent  rather  than  with 
relatives,  foster  parents  or  in  institutions 
has  been  steadily  rising  over  the  past  30 
years.  In  1940,  90  percent  lived  with  at 
least  one  parent;  today  97  percent  do. 


For  better  stewardship 


Tell  of  ministry,  not  money,  experts  say 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

GLENDALE,  Calif.— Local  churches 
that  emphasize  "raising  the  budget" 
often  find  they  are  unable  to  do  so. 
Churches  that  emphasize  "being  in 
ministry”  usually  find  their  coffers  full. 

That  was  the  oft-returned  to  paradox  in 
a  how-to-raise-money-in-the-local- 
church  seminar  held  here  May  5  and  6  by 
members  of  United  Methodism’s 
national  agency  for  stewardship.  The 
seminar  was  one  of  a  series  of  similar 
meetings  held  throughout  the 
denomination’s  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  over  a  span  of  11 
days  this  month. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Rieke,  top 
executive  of  the  UMC's  stewardship 
section  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  told  about  40 
pastors  and  laypersons  from  across  the 
Pasadena  District  to  "stress  the  ‘what 
for’  not  the  ‘how  much’  if  you  want  to  be 
successful  at  raising  money  jn  the  local 
church." 

"I  would  bet  that  nobody  here  ever 
bought  a  car  because  General  Motors 
appealed  for  help  in  balancing  its 
budget,"  Mr.  Rieke  said.  "But  I  would 
bet  that  some  of  us  have  tried  to  sell  the 
local  church  program  in  the  same 
way  —  ‘give  us  a  pledge  so  we  can  meet 
the  budget.’  It  just  doesn’t  work.  People 
won’t  give  to  budgets,  they  give  to 
ministries.” 

Mr.  Rieke  and  the  Rev.  William  J. 


Miller,  also  of  the  stewardship  staff, 
went  on  to  "shoot  down”  a  number  of 
other  "myths”  about  local  church  fund 
raising: 

•  Rich  people  give  more  than  poor 
people.  Statistics  don’t  back  this 
assumption,  Mr.  Miller  said.  "People 
give  based  on  their  commitment,  not 
based  on  their  wea  1th .  ” 

•  Churches  should  stress  getting 
pledges  from  everyone  on  the  rolls. 
Everyone  should  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  give,  Mr.  Rieke  said,  but  most  efforts 
should  be  centered  on  active  members. 
"Some  churches  waste  too  much  time 
cultivating  their  inactive  membership 
for  pledges.  Until  those  persons  become 
active,  financial  commitment  is  un¬ 
likely.” 

•  Being  good  stewards  means 
minimizing  financial  risk.  "Getting  in 
over  your  head  financially  for  the  right 
reasons  can  be  a  positive  thing,"  Mr. 
Rieke  said.  He  said  churches  that  "play 
it  safe"  by  paying  all  their  bills  and  then 
seeing  what  is  left  over  for  ministry  are 
seldom  as  vital  as  those  who  pay  for 
ministry  and  mission  "off  the  top.” 
Congregations  willing  to  take  some  risks 
on  faith  generally  have  fewer  financial 
woes  than  those  who  excessively  guard 
the  pursestrings. 

•  Passing  out  copies  of  the  budget  to 
show  where  money  is  going  will 
stimulate  giving.  Mr.  Rieke  said  that 
while  members  definitely  want  to  know 


the  church  today 


Scarritt  College  elects 
layperson  as  president 

NASHVILLE,  (UMC)  -  Dr.  Douglas 
Reid  Sasser,  president  of  Pfeiffer 
College,  Misenheimer,  N.C.,  has  been 
elected  president  of  Scarritt  College 
here,  effective  June  1. 

Dr.  Sasser,  presi-  I 
dent  at  Pfeiffer  I 
since  1971,  becomes  I 
the  first  layperson  I 
to  serve  fulltime  as  I 
head  of  United 
Methodist-related 
Scarritt  which  I 
primarily  educates  j 
laypersons  for  pro-  I 
fessional  careers  in  | 
the  church.  Douglas  Sasser 

Announcing  the  decision  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  chairperson  Betsy  K.  Ewing  of 
New  York  said,  “Dr.  Sasser  will  bring  to 
the  presidency  of  Scarritt  proven 
administrative  skills.  As  an  active 
layperson,  he  will  be  able  to  easily 
identify  with  the  needs  and  opportunities 
for  lay  leadership  in  the  church  and  its 
outreach  ministry.” 

Connecticut  layman 
to  head  pensions  board 

MINNEAPOLIS  -  Gerald  K. 
Hornung,  48,  an  investment  counselor 


and  first  vice-president  of  the  investment 
management  firm  of  Wertheim  and  Co., 
Inc.,  New  York  City,  was  unanimously 
endorsed  for  the  position  of  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Pensions  here  May  4,  by  the  board’s 
executive  committee. 

Mr.  Hornung  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Oklahoma  and  also 
received  a  bachelor  of  law  degree  from 
the  school.  Later  he  did  graduate  work  at 
New  York  University. 

He  and  his  family  have  been  active 
members  of  the  Norwalk  United 
Methodist  Church,  Norwalk,  Conn. 

Exec  resigns  to  make 
way  for  lay  professional 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  Rev.  R. 
Harold  Hipps,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  has  resigned  as 
staff  executive  for  the  Division  of 
Diaconal  Ministry  to  make  way  for  a 
diaconal  (lay  professional)  minister  to 
fill  the  post. 

Dr.  Hipps  resigned  during  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  division  in  mid-April.  The 
members  paid  tribute  to  him  and 
requested  that  he  be  appointed  to  another 
position  in  the  division. 


where  the  money  is  going,  that  "line- 
item  budgets”  are  not  good  instruments 
for  teaching.  He  said  that  budgets  should 
be  given  to  anyone  who  expresses  a 
desire  to  see  it,  but  that  for  general  pro¬ 
motion  purposes  a  second  "presentation 
budget”  would  be  more  useful.  The  pre¬ 
sentation  budget  would  list  broad  cate¬ 
gories  (children’s  work,  mission,  church 
school,  etc.)  and  give  percentages  in  a 
way  laypersons  can  understand. 

•  Successful  fund-raising  depends 
largely  on  learning  proper  techniques  for 
soliciting  pledges.  No,  successful  fund¬ 
raising  mainly  depends  on  how  vital  the 
local  church  program  is.  Fund-raising 
techniques  are  helpful  when  the  program 
is  exciting.  When  the  program  is  dead,  no 
amount  of  financial  "drum  beating”  will 
attract  dollars. 

•  If  we  stress  to  the  congregation  that 
our  financial  situation  is  bleak,  the 
members  will  come  to  our  aid.  ‘  Very  few 
of  us  can  be  excited  about  pouring  our 
money  into  a  losing  proposition,”  Mr. 
Rieke  said.  "Stress  the  successes  and  tell 
about  the  good  things  money  is  being 
used  for  rather  than  bemoaning  what  you 
don't  have  enough  money  to  do.” 

Mr.  Rieke  and  Mr.  Miller  stressed  that 
while  the  seminar  had  dealt  mainly  with 
the  fund-raising  aspects  of  stewardship 
(at  the  request  of  the  participants),  that 
stewardship  must  not  be  interpreted 
solely  in  terms  of  money.  For  two  hours 
during  the  opening  session  of  the  seminar 
they  dealt  with  the  theology  of 
stewardship  and  how  it  fits  into  the 
Christian  way  of  life. 

They  offered  four  faith  assumptions  on 
which  to  base  a  sound  program  of 
stewardship  in  the  local  church:  (1)  God 
is  adequate.  He  will  provide  all  the 
resources  we  need,  if  we  will  trust  Him. 
(2)  We  are  partners  with  God. 
Stewardship  requires  that  we  take  an 
active  role  and  not  just  leave  it  up  to  God 
alone.  (3)  We  need  to  maintain  a  balance. 
We  need  to  be  constant  in  our 
stewardship,  avoiding  extremes.  (4)  The 
outcome  is  certain.  We  live  as  good 
stewards  with  the  knowledge  that  the 
outcome  —  the  Kingdom  of  God  —  is  cer¬ 
tain. 

•Putting  stewardship  in  the  context  of 
the  whole  work  of  the  church,  Mr.  Miller 
said:  "Evangelism  is  calling  persons  to 
commitment.  Worship  is  celebrating  the 
commitment.  Stewardship  is  acting  out 
the  commitment.”  He  added  that 
"stewardship  is  what  happens  when 
commitment  goes  from  the  heart  to  the 
moving  parts  of  the  body.” 

The  conference-wide  stewardship 
event  was  the  first  time  the  entire  staff  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Section  on 
Stewardship  has  led  such  a  concentrated 
annual  conference  training  program. 
Stewardship  workshops  and  seminars 
were  held  in  every  district  of  the 
conference.  Other  staff  persons  from  the 
national  agency  taking  part  in  the  effort 
were  J.  La  Von  Kincaid  and  Albert  V 
Hooke. 


"This  is  higher  than  ever  before,  as  far 
as  we  know,"  he  said. 

At  the  same  time  there  has  been  a 
dramatic  increase  in  the  number  of 
single  parent  families.  There  are  4.5 
million  such  families  with  90  percent  of 
them  headed  by  mothers. 

"Working  mothers:"  "There  is  no 
evidence  that  having  a  working  mother 
per  se  has  harmful  effects  on  children,” 
he  said.  Studies  indicate  that  the  actual 
difference  in  the  amount  of  time  working 
and  non-working  mothers  spend  with 
their  children  is  surprisingly  small. 

What  has  changed  drastically  over  the 
past  century,  however,  are  child  care 
arrangements  —  the  most  important  of 
which  are  not  related  to  mothers 
working. 

Television  and  schools  are  the  two 
most  important  changes  in  child  care 
arrangements,  he  said,  with  the  average 
child  watching  television  31  hours  a  week 
and  going  to  school  180  days  of  the  year. 

"Marriage  is  being  devalued:”  Dr. 
Stewart  said  the  fact  that  90  to  95  percent 
of  all  Americans  marry  at  least  once  and 
most  divorced  people  try  marriage  again 
testifies  to  the  importance  of  marriage. 
Also,  more  married  men  and  women  say 
they  are  "very  happy”  in  studies  of 
marriage  than  do  singles. 

"Rising  divorce  rate:'*  While  it  is  true 
the  divorce  rate  doubled  in  the  last  10 
years  there  is  good  evidence  in  the  past 
year  that  it  is  leveling  off.  "The 
breathless  rush  to  split  has  stopped 
accelerating,”  the  counselor  reported. 

He  said  that  several  factors  are 
possibly  involved  in  the  divorce  trend. 

First,  many  believe  the  "divorce 
binge"  was  an  inevitable  result  of  the 
baby  boom  years  when  the  age  of 
marriage  dropped  considerably,  thereby 
increasing  the  risk  of  divorce. 

Second,  people  today  are  more 
accepting  of  divorce  as  a  solution  to 
unsatisfactory  marriages. 

Third,  changing  attitudes  brought 
liberalized  divorce  laws,  making  it 
easier  to  obtain  a  divorce  legally. 

Fourth,  rapidly  changing  roles  of  men 
and  women  and  new  opportunities  for 
women  to  be  employed  and  independent 
has  been  a  source  of  increased  tension  in 
marriage  and  at  the  same  time  has  made 
divorce  economically  feasible  for 
unhappily  married  women. 

He  believes  we  "may  be  on  the  tail-end 
of  the  divorce  bulge;  the  facts  do  not 
indicate  we  are  adopting  a  preference  for 
casual  liaisons  as  opposed  to  permanent 
families. 

"Happiest  years  of  marriage  are  the 
child-rearing  years :  ”  Surveys  of  marital 
couples  consistently  indicate  couples  feel 
that  the  happiest  years  of  their  marriage 
are  before  children  are  born  and  after 
they  leave  home,  Dr.  Stewart  said. 
“Studies  do  not  find  that  raising  young 
children  provides  the  greatest 
satisfactions  in  life  and  studies  do  not 
find  that  married  life  without  children  is 
for  most  people  a  terrible  letdown.” 

What  is  dramatically  different  for 
marriages  in  recent  decades,  however,  is 
the  percentage  of  a  couple's  married  life 
which  is  free  from  caring  for  children 
—  a  factor  having  profound  implications 
for  American  marriage. 

A  century  ago  the  average  couple  spent 
one  and  one-half  years  of  their  entire 
married  lives  without  children  to  care 
for,  and  one-half  of  that  time  with  the 
wife  pregnant. 

In  contrast,  today  21  and  one-half  years 
will  be  spent  together  with  no  children 
living  in  the  home  or  almost  half  of  their 
entire  married  lives. 

A  second  change  that  grows  out  of  the 
first  is  the  changing  role  of  women  in 
American  society  —  "perhaps  the  most 
outstanding  social  phenomenon  of  this 
century.” 

He  said  this  change  is  most  clearly 
seen  in  the  number  of  women  working 
outside  the  home  —  a  change  which 
places  new  stresses  on  marriages  as 
work  at  home  must  obviously  be  shared. 
However,  the  number  of  husbands 
helping  is  not  increasing  as  rapidly  as  the 
number  of  wives  working. 

The  net  result  is  that  “many  married 
men  and  women  are  confused  and 
alienated,  because  the  roles  of  being  a 
husband  or  a  wife  or  a  parent  have 
changed  so  much  from  the  days  when 

Accident  shocks 
victim  s  ’  ch  ureh 

BELMONT,  W.  Va.  (UMC)  -  Shocked 
by  the  sudden  loss  of  51  lives  in  a 
scaffolding  accident,  this  community 
rallied  to  counsel  and  comfort  the 
families.  Most  actively  centered  in 
Belmont  United  Methodist  Church, 
which  lost  12  constituents,  nine  of  them  in 
one  family. 

Within  minutes  after  the  10  a.m. 
mishap  April  27,  the  church’s  building 
was  opened  to  families  of  workers,  and 
most  were  summoned  from  there  to 
identify  bodies  at  the  fire  department 
across  the  street. 

In  less  than  an  hour,  10  United 
Methodist  ministers  in  the  Parkersburg 
District  were  on  the  20-mile  route  to 
Belmont  where  the  Rev.  Amos  McVey  is 
pastor.  The  church  is  one  and  one-eighth 
miles  from  the  Pleasants  Power  Station. 
It  was  there  that  a  170-foot-high 
scaffolding  collapsed  while  the  men  were 
pouring  concrete  at  that  level  on  the 
cooling  tower  of  the  power  plant. 

Parkersburg  District  Superintendent 
Charles  Scragg  estimated  that  at  least  40 
percent  of  the  dead  were  related  to  a 
United  Methodist  church.  Nine  of  these 
were  part  of  the  Lee  Steele  family  of 
Belmont.  Four  of  the  Steele’s  five  sons 
working  at  the  tower  were  killed,  along 
with  brothers,  nephews  and  in-laws. 


they  were  kids.  They  no  longer  know 
what  the  standards  and  values  of  family 
life  are  today.  They  don’t  know  what  to 
tell  their  kids.  " 

•The  myth  of  the  extended  family:” 
The  notion  of  the  extended  family 
household  is  frequently  touted  as  the 
cornerstone  of  American  family  life  and 
its  alleged  disappearance  blamed  for 
much  that  is  wrong. 

•Actually,  the  nuclear  family  has  been 
the  predominant  form  of  the  family 
since  the  earliest  American  period. 
Households  comprised  of  parents  and 
their  married  children  were  never 
widespread.  Families  of  sisters  and 
brothers  almost  never  shared  a  common 
household  " 

"The  aged  are  abandoned  and 
neglected:”  According  to  1970  data,  a 
large  percentage  of  the  aged  lived  with 
families  or  in  their  own  family.  Dr. 
Stewart  said  that  "the  proportions  of  old 
people  put  in  nursing  homes  by  children 
who  could  care  for  them  but  will  not  must 
be  very  small.”  Although  neglected  by 
society  at  large,  he  said  "the  aged  do  not 
seem  to  be  abandoned  by  their  families.  ” 
While  much  of  the  popular  wisdom 


about  the  state  ol  the  family  is  faulty  or 
misplaced  worry,  Dr.  Stewart  said 
today's  families  do  face  major  problems 
and  stresses  and  that  they  deserve  the 
very  best,  effective  help  it  is  possible  to 
provide.  Groups  interested  in  family  life 
should  look  seriously  at  the  sources  of 
problems  which  are  either  from  within  or 
without. 

■  The  major  source  of  family  problems 
are  internal,  he  said,  "the  timeless 
problems"  such  as  ego  boundaries, 
generational  boundaries,  irrational  role 
assignments  and  the  tug  between  the 
need  for  relationship  versus  the  need  for 
identity.  These  are  the  problems 
unrelated  to  circumstances  or  social 
change  and  the  most  difficult  to  solve,  he 
said. 

External  problems,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  received  more  publicity,  and  do 
need  serious  concern  as  well. 

External  problems  created  by  societal 
change  or  changes  in  the  family’s 
circumstances  include:  adjustment  to 
divorce,  single  parent  families,  blended 
families,  the  increased  length  of  the  post¬ 
children  marital  phase,  uncertainty 
about  family  roles  and  values. 


Sexuality  study  seen 
boon  to  local  church 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

ESCANABA,  Mich.  —  Teaching  the 
kids  about  sexuality  may  be  only  one 
piece  of  an  increasingly  confusing  puzzle 
called  marriage  and  family  life,  but  it's 
the  crucial  one,  members  of  a  United 
Methodist  church  here  say. 

So  —  long  before  the  1976  General 
Conference  called  for  such  a  study  in 
local  churches— Central  UMC  went  out 
on  a  limb  with  a  seventh  grade  course 
called  "Human  Sexuality  from  a  Chris¬ 
tian  Perspective.” 

Six  years  later,  the  course  is  an 
integral  part  of  Central’s  church  school 
curriculum.  Controversy  —  which  might 
have  been  expected  in  this  conservative 
northwestern  Michigan  community  — 
never  has  surfaced.  Instead,  says  the 
Rev.  Clement  Tarr,  pastor,  the  course 
has  been  a  major  factor  in  the  church's 
growth  from  400  to  600  members  and 
"spin-offs”  throughout  the  community 
have  been  strictly  positive. 

'Sexuality  is  gift  from  God' 

The  course  has  three  basic 
components,  Mr.  Tarr  told  TM/UMR: 
relationship  building  (creating  trust 
among  teachers  and  students),  anatomy 
and  an  examination  of  Christian  values. 
It  draws  on  the  expertise  of  teachers, 
social  workers,  doctors  and  ministers, 
recruiting  couples  as  teachers  whenever 
possible.  And  it  clearly  says  to  students: 
“Your  sexuality  is  a  good  gift  from  God. 
You  may  not  agree  with  all  we're  telling 
you  about  it,  but  please  learn  to  deal  with 
it  as  such.” 

It  all  began,  Mr.  Tarr  recalls,  when 
parents  came  to  him  in  1972  insisting  that 
their  kids  needed  to  be  taught  about 
sexuality  from  a  Christian  perspective 
and  asked,  “Why  not  here?  ” 

There  weren’t  any  models  that  they 
could  find.  Nor  was  there  any  assurance 
such  a  course  would  be  either  accepted 
or  properly  understood.  But  Central 
church’s  education  commission  put 
together  a  "trial  run”  during  Vacation 
Church  School  for  fifth  and  sixth  graders 
and  their  parents  (or  just  the  students,  if 
their  parents  were  too  uncomfortable 
with  the  subject  to  attend. ) 

The  unit  worked  so  well  it  became 
standard  fare  in  the  seventh  grade 
church  school.  Soon  it  was  drawing 
students  from  other  churches  as  well  as  a 
record  number  of  Central  church’s 
seventh  graders. 

“Spin-offs”  came,  Mr.  Tarr  says,  as 
the  larger  community  learned  about  the 
course,  largely  through  the  church’s 


radio  ministry  of  regularly  broadcast 
worship  services.  He  began  receiving  in¬ 
vitations  to  talk  to  public  school  classes 
about  marriage  and  sexuality.  His  wife, 
Barbara,  a  public  school  teacher,  drew 
clusters  of  young  people  wanting 
sexuality  counseling  —  first  during  lunch 
hour  at  school,  later  at  the  Tarr  home. 
Mr.  Tarr  estimates  more  than  200  young 
persons  have  attended  such  informal 
sessions. 

Other  courses  at  the  church  and  at 
parent-teacher  association  meetings, 
also  resulted,  he  says,  because  parents 
feel  so  inadequate  in  dealing  with  their 
young  people  in  questions  about  sex.  And 
a  district  camp  has  now  adopted  an 
every-third-year  unit  on  human 
sexuality. 

Such  response  points,  he  believes,  to  a 
tremendous  need  for  guidance  by 
parents  and  youth.  He  hesitates,  he  says, 
to  preach  too  frequently  to  that  radio 
audience  about  marriage,  family  and 
sexuality  because  “I’m  not  prepared  to 
face  the  deluge  of  requests  for  help  that 
will  come  the  next  week . ' ' 

There’s  nothing  new  about  deploring  a 
communications  crisis  between  parents 
and  their  offspring,  Mr.  Tarr  contends.  If 
the  human  sexuality  course  does  one 
thing,  he  hopes  it  opens  some  doors  to 
open,  honest  conversation  at  home. 

Parents  fear  rebellion 

But  there’s  another  dimension  where  a 
church-setting  can  make  great  impact, 
he  maintains:  "Parents  fear  rebellion  if 
they  try  to  ‘lay  some  values’  on  their 
young  people.  We’ve  learned  that, 
properly  informed  and  after  serious 
examination,  youth  will  actually  set 
stricter  standards  for  themselves  than 
their  parents  will  lay  on  them.  ” 

The  course  does  deal  realistically  with 
sex,  he  says.  It  does  tell  young  people 
what  they’re  getting  into  if  they  choose  to 
experiment  —  and  how  to  protect 
themselves.  But  it  also  affirms,  without 
apology,  he  says,  monogamy  and 
chastity  as  important  values  —  and 
teaches  that  “when  you  cross  over,  you 
run  a  great  risk." 

To  Mr.  Tarr  and  other  members  of 
Central  UMC,  the  sex  education  venture 
is  mission.  "God  made  me,  sexuality  is 
part  of  me,  I  need  to  know  and 
understand  that  part  of  me,”  is  the  way 
he  puts  it.  It’s  not  easy  —  this  is  one  of 
those  issues  “where  the  rubber  meets  the 
road"  that  a  local  church  often  has 
trouble  dealing  with,  he  says.  But  the 
local  church  is  squarely  where  an  issue 
like  sexuality  belongs. 


New  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  Resources  for  a  new 
generation  of  youth  . .  . 

Young  Christians  have  changed — and  so  have  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  resources!  These  new  resources  can  help  you 
have  impact  in  the  life  of  your  youth.  Sample  the  new  resources 
coming  this  fall  in  the  Introductory  Kit  to  UMYF  and  Fellowship 
Group  Resources. 

UMYF  Arena  replaces  Common/ife  This  quarterly 
resource  (or  late  teens  features  planning,  shanng-car- 
ing  topics  and  discipleship  units 

UMYF  Arena  Update  replaces  Common/ife  Bulletin. 

Twice  each  quarter  there's  a  new  4-page  leaflet  of 
current  Issues 

Fellowship  Times  for  UMYF  Early  Teens  replaces 
Junior  Hi  Ways  Choose  the  structured  programs  your 
group  wants  to  study  from  a  variety  of  topics  dealing  with 
the  Christian  faith  and  life 

Order  your  Introductory  Kit,  Order  No.  8506,  end 
eeve  10%  (Items  would  cost  3.45  If  purchased 
separately).  Only  3.001 


Cokesbury ; 
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Please  send _ Introductory  Kit(s).  Order  No.  8506 . Each.  3.00 
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Payment  Enclosed  Open  an  Account 
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Long-time  ‘Together’ editor  leaves  rich  legacy 

Bv  JOHN  A.  liWKI.AfK  - - i;-,.  1 1  _ ••  _  ..  ..  * '  ** 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

The  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter,  the  nearest  thing 
that  United  Methodism  has  to  a  church¬ 
wide  journal  ot  news  and  opinion,  is  an 
appropriate  place  to  pay  tribute  to 
Richard  C.  Underwood,  long-time  editor 
of  "Together'  magazine  who  lost  a  brief, 
raging  battle  to  cancer  April  14.  He  was 
46. 

"Together "  stood  unexcelled,  not  only 
in  the  church  but  also  in  all  of  American 
religious  journalism  during  Underwood's 
editorship  in  the  1960s. 

No  mainline  Protestant  journal  had 
higher  circulation  in  those  days.  None 
exhibited  more  creative,  consistent  use 
of  four-color  photography.  None  featured 
better  articles,  whether  purchased  from 
free-lancers  including  some  of  the 
biggest  names  in  the  business  or  wrought 
from  staff  member's  typewriter.  And 
none  kept  its  constituency  more 
informed  of  the  social  upheaval  of  the 
'60s  and  of  the  church's  rightful  role,  as 
the  editors  saw  it,  in  that  upheaval. 

It  was  that  latter  judgment,  in  the 
social  gospel  tradition,  that  cost  the 
magazine  subscribers  and,  eventually,  at 
least  in  part,  its  life.  But  those  who  knew 
and  worked  with  Underwood  knew  he 
would  have  it  no  other  way. 

What  "Together"  reader  could  forget 
the  personality  series  entitled  "People 
Called  Methodists"?  Or  the  series 


featuring  the  church's  outstanding  local 
work,  printed  under  the  heading  "Vital 
Congregations"?  or  the  "Church  in 
Action"  feature,  a  monthly  perspective 
on  the  church  working  in  some 
institutional  or  social-relevance  setting? 
Ur  the  annual  photo  invitationals,  where 
the  best  of  religious-oriented 
photography  was  published  alongside 
appropriate  prose  or  verse? 

Any  of  those  which  Underwood  didn't 
create,  he  improved. 


Rotarian  '  And  one  of  the  first  bright 
young  journalists  to  come  to  Case's 
attention  was  Dick  Underwood. 

Through  their  years  together.  Case 
made  many  demands  on  Underwood,  as 
he  did  on  all  his  top  staffers.  But  the 
young  associate  learned  quickly  and 
captured  the  veteran's  imagination  with 
his  own  creativity. 

Succeeding  Case  in  that  post  was 
Ewing  T.  Wayland,  later  to  become  the 
church's  general  treasurer,  and  he 


His  record  is  in  the  pages 


Underwood  attracted  and  retained  a 
devoted  and  extremely  competent  staff. 
Their  journalistic  wellsprings  had  to  be 
primed  and  pumped  and  sometimes 
stymied,  and  only  a  skilled,  respected 
leader’s  hand  could  accomplish  this 
without  schism.  Underwood  held  the 
properly  delicate  hand. 

"Together"  magazine  had  been 
started  in  1956  upon  vote  of  the  General 
Conference.  Methodist  membership  was 
booming  along  with  the  nationwide 
religion  fervor,  and  futurists  predicted 
two  million  circulation  for  this  starburst 
of  a  periodical. 

The  first  editor  was  Leland  D.  Case,  a 
big-named  veteran  who  edited  Rotary 
International’s  monthly  magazine,  "The 


named  Underwood  editor  in  1964. 

Something  of  the  father /son 
relationship  begun  under  Case  continued 
between  Wayland  and  Underwood.  No 
photograph  held  a  more  vaunted  spot  in 
Wayland's  office  than  one  of  him  and 
Underwood  and  another  young  editor, 
James  M.  Wall,  then  of  the  “Christian 
Advocate,”  now  of  the  "Christian  Cen¬ 
tury." 

By  the  mid-60s  Underwood  was  highly 
active  along  with  his  wife,  Joanne,  in  the 
Good  Shepherd  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Chicago  suburb  of  Park  Ridge  where 
both  their  home  and  the  "Together" 
offices  were.  Their  pastor  for  many  of 
those  years  was  Roy  Larson,  who  later 
surrendered  his  ministerial  orders,  then 


became  religion  editor  of  the  Chicago 
Sun-Times. 

For  people  of  the  Underwood- Wall- 
Larson  stripe,  religion  in  the  mid-1960s 
was  an  intellectual  venture  no  less  than  a 
spiritual  quest.  They  applied  piercing 
intellectual  analysis  to  generally 
accepted  articles  of  faith  and  they 
nourished  each  other  in  the  search. 

Circulation  was  failing,  though,  and  so 
were  Underwood’s  chances  of  making 
any  higher  career  contribution  to  the 
church.  In  1969,  he  moved  to  Boston 
University  as  director  of  publications, 
and  then  to  Blacksburg,  Va.,  in  1974. 

First  word  of  Underwood's  illness 
came  in  December,  1977,  after  he 
underwent  surgery  in  Cincinnati  while 
visiting  relatives.  Radiation  treatments 
began  right  away.  The  cancer's  source 
was  uncertain  but  its  spread  was 
inexorable. 

His  former  pastor,  Larson,  and  his  old 
editorial  friend,  Wall,  visited  Underwood 
in  the  hospital  room  only  two  days  before 
his  death.  Wall  said  he  asked 
Underwood,  "On  a  scale  of  one  to  10,  how 
do  you  feel?"  Weakened  but  not  without 
his  wit,  Underwood  replied,  "A  minus 
three." 

His  only  request  was  to  go  home.  Too 
weak  to  travel  by  commercial  plane,  he 
went  with  Joanne  on  a  chartered 
ambulance  plane  to  Blacksburg. 


A  friend  says  he  got  inside  the  house, 
lay  down  on  the  bed,  and,  as  the  family 
dog  licked  him  in  welcome,  declared, 
"It's  good  to  be  home.  It's  good  to  be 
home."  Then  he  went  into  a  coma  and 
never  waked  up. 

No  man  exerted  more  editorial 
influence  over  what  Methodists  and 
United  Methodists  read  of  religious  news 
and  features  in  the  1960s  than  did  Dick 
Underwood.  His  influence  and  undying 
impact  are  not  quantities  that  any  social 
scientist  can  measure  or  any  former 
colleague  can  prove.  But  the  record  is  in 
the  pages  —  the  tribute  to  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  the  uplifting  of  ecumenism  as 
one  way  to  try  to  live  together 
religiously,  the  sensitive  photography  of 
associate  editor  George  P.  Miller,  the 
ever-flowing  prose  of  associate  editor 
Herman  B.  Teeter,  the  massive 
managerial  skill  of  managing  editor 
Paige  Carlin,  and  the  efforts  of  other 
staffers  and  hundreds  of  free-lancers. 

The  turbulence  of  Dick  Underwood's 
editorship  was  more  than  equalled,  as  it 
turned  out,  by  the  turbulence  of  his  final 
months.  He  was,  as  one  dear  close  friend 
and  neighbor  put  it,  "a  gentle  man."  He 
deserved  more  out  of  his  life.  So  did  we 
all. 

Mr.  Lovelace,  former  editor  of 

Newscope a  newletter  for  UM 
leaders,  teaches  journalism  at  Oklahoma 
Baptist  University.  Shawnee.  Okla. 


UM  clergy  oversupply 
called  totally  incorrect’ 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  A  United  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 


Methodist  ministry  official  here 
discounts  as  "totally  incorrect"  a  report 
from  a  recent  study  which  says  the 
denomination  is  facing  a  severe 
oversupply  of  clergy. 

Dr.  Robert  Watts  Thornburg,  staff 
executive  for  the  Division  of  the 
Ordained  Ministry,  said  the  study  of  12 
denominations,  financed  by  the  Lilly 
Endowment,  was  so  broad-based  that  it 
failed  to  consider  the  uniqueness  of  the 
United  Methodist  itinerant  system. 

Directing  the  study  were  Dr.  Jackson 
W.  Carroll,  coordinator  of  research  at 
Hartford  Seminary  Foundation,  and  Dr. 
Robert  L.  Wilson  of  Duke  University 
Divinity  School.  The  two  men  reported 
their  findings  to  church  officials  at  a 
conference  on  the  Duke  campus  in  April. 

Pointing  to  statistics  available  in  the 
offices  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  and  Board  of 
Pensions  and  to  a  special  study  being 
conducted  by  the  division.  Dr.  Thornburg 
said  "all  indications  are  that  there  is  no 
oversupply  and  that,  in  fact,  there  could 
be  a  shortage  by  1984. " 

He  said  he  earlier  withdrew  from  the 
steering  committee  of  the  Carroll-Wilson 
study  because  the  method  of  research 
"would  produce  little  of  import  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church.'  ’ 

"When  you  study  that  many 
denominations,  the  approach  must  be 
sampling  that  is  sufficiently  selective 
and  unrepresentative  to  miss  the 
distinctive  variations  of  individual 
denominations,”  he  said. 

The  greatest  oversupply  of  clergy, 
according  to  the  study  report,  is  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  and 


If  the  current  trends  of  clergy 
oversupply  and  membership  decline 
continue,  the  study  says  there  will  be  a 
United  Methodist  minister  for  every  lay 
member  in  the  year  2038. 

The  clergy  supply  picture  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  "uneven,"  admits 
Dr.  Thornburg,  but  he  emphasized  that 
in  the  church  as  a  whole  there  is  no 
danger  of  oversupply.  While  some  annual 
conferences  in  major  urban  markets 
near  United  Methodist  seminaries  are 
crowded  there  are  several  others  which 
will  face  the  next  year  with  12  to  15 
unfilled  openings  for  full-time  service,  he 
added. 

Dr.  Carroll  and  Dr.  Wilson  contend  in 
their  study  that  the  influx  of  women  into 
ministry  is  a  factor  for  the  oversupply 
problem  they  see  in  many  major 
Protestant  denominations. 

That  increase  does  not  bother  Dr. 
Thornburg  who  says  the  total  number  of 
seminarians  is  about  the  same  with  more 
women  and  fewer  men.  He  said  research 
shows  that  a  greater  portion  of  the 
women  will  go  into  non-pastoral  and 
specialized  ministry. 

Dr.  Thornburg  challenged  the 
assumption  that  fewer  members  in  the 
denomination  will  mean  the  need  for 
fewer  ministers.  "The  number  of 
communicants  may  be  smaller  but  the 
variety  of  ministries  they  perform  may 
be  greater." 


MANCHESTER,  Conn.  —  Lao  Toua  Lo 
recently  made  the  decision  to  turn  his  life 
over  to  the  Lord  and  to  make  that 
commitment  public  as  he  and  nine 
members  of  his  family  were  baptized 
here  April  16  at  the  South  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

This  decision  to  accept  Jesus  Christ 
and  to  become  a  Christian  was  a 
significant  and  thrilling  moment  for  Lao 


Personnel  policies  termed 
‘irresponsible’  by  bishop 
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NEW  YORK  ( UMC)  -  A  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  termed 
some  of  the  denomination’s  personnel 
policies  "irresponsible"  and  called  on 
the  church  "to  humanize  our  personnel 
procedures." 

“I  am  convinced  that  one  of  the  areas 
in  which  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
most  vulnerable  and  dehumanizing  is  in 
the  implementation  of  an  assortment  of 
personnel  policies  that  exist  side  by  side 
in  our  boards  and  agencies,"  Bishop 
James  Armstrong  wrote  in  a  letter  dated 
April  17. 

The  letter  was  addressed  to  all  bishops, 
presidents  and  general  secretaries  of 
denominational  boards  and  agencies, 
and  leadership  of  commissions  and 
councils. 

“Many  of  the  policies  appear  to  be 
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MANCHESTER,  Conn.  —  Lao  Toua  Lo  and  members  of  his  family  are  baptized  by 
the  Rev.  Lawrence  M.  Hill  of  South  United  Methodist  Church  here  April  16.  The  Lo 
family  escaped  from  Laos  in  1975  and  after  a  year  in  a  Thai  refugee  camp  were 
sponsored  by  the  church.  al  kalbfleisch  photo 

Laotian  makes  one  more 
decision  —  for  Christ 

Toua,  reported  Judith  L.  Mohr  of  South 
UMC,  but  not  surprising  for  a  man  who 
has  "made  more  intentional,  life-shaking 
decisions  in  the  last  few  years  than  most 
people  make  in  a  lifetime.  ’ ' 

Lao  Toua  was  the  principal  of  a 
primary  school  in  Laos  in  1975  when 
Communists  took  over  his  country  and 
closed  down  area  schools,  forcing  people 
to  work  in  the  fields  as  farm  laborers. 
Eventually,  he  and  his  family  were  able 
to  escape  to  Thailand  where  they  were 
settled  into  a  refugee  camp.  After  more 
than  a  year  of  living  in  primitive 
conditions,  they  were  sponsored  by  South 
UMC  and  brought  to  the  U.S.  in  October 
1976. 

There  Lao  Toua  and  his  wife,  May 
Ying,  began  to  build  a  new  life.  Even  in 
the  first  months  of  culture  shock,  the 
family  found  joy  in  their  freedom,  and 
their  cheerfulness  and  willingness  to 
learn  all  they  could  about  their  new 
country  drew  the  congregation  around 
them  into  a  circle  of  supportive 
relationships,  Ms.  Mohr  said. 

This  is  an  edited  version  of  an  article 
which  first  appeared  in  the  Southern  New 
England  Reporter  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Comptroller 
resigns  in  protest 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  Ann  Gunderson 
has  resigned  as  comptroller  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  to  protest  the  procedures  used 
by  the  denomination's  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  in  the  recent 
dismissal  of  Dr.  Robert  Watts  Thornburg 
as  head  of  the  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry.  ( See  related  story. ) 

Dr.  Thornburg  has  denounced  what  he 
called  "the  unbridled  use  of  arbitrary 
power  "  on  the  part  of  Dr.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and 
said  Dr.  Trotter  had  been  responsible  for 
his  dismissal. 

Ms.  Gunderson  stressed  that  her 
resignation  did  not  imply  any  criticism  of 
GCFA.  "I  have  nothing  but  respect  and 
admiration  for  my  agency,"  she  told 
RNS,  explaining  that  she  "felt  a  real 
need  to  say  something  in  protest" 
against  the  dismissal  by  Dr.  Trotter. 


irresponsible  in  the  light  of  current  fair 
employment  practices,"  the  bishop  of  the 
Dakotas  Area  charged,  adding 
"something  must  be  done  to  improve  the 
process  and  make  it  uniform !  ’ ’ 

He  commended  to  the  leaders  a 
resolution  recently  adopted  by  the 
church's  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  which  he  serves  as  vice  president 
The  action  requests  the  denomination's 
committee  on  personnel  policies, 
employee  benefits,  salaries  and  equal 
employment  opportunities  to  "develop  a 
uniform  personnel  policy  for  all  general 
agencies"  of  the  church  "which  will 
include  recruitment,  job  evaluation, 
periodic  review,  promotion,  tenure, 
severance,  retirement  and  other  matters 
relating  to  personnel  management  in  the 
general  agencies.  " 

The  bishop  cited  several  instances  of 
personnel  dismissals  in  recent  years, 
including  the  recent  case  of  Dr.  Robert 
Watts  Thornburg,  who  currently  heads 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  but  will  not  be  re-nominated  for 
the  position. 

Bishop  Armstrong  recalled  that 
"embarrassment"  came  to  the  church 
during  the  last  quadrennium  as  a  result 
of  "processes  employed  in  the 
evaluations  and  dismissals"  of  a  former 
executive  with  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  which  Bishop  Armstrong  served 
as  president  at  the  time,  and  a  former 
executive  with  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries.  And  he  noted  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  "has  allegedly 
‘recently  dismissed  staff  persons  without 
anyone  talking  to  the  staff  persons  to 
advise  them  of  their  termination.’" 


Agency  official  answers 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  Dr.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methc^ist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  says  he  is  "disappointed" 
with  a  letter  recently  written  by  a  bishop 
raising  questions  about  the  personnel 
policies  of  the  denomination’s  agencies 
In  a  telephone  interview  with  Religious 
News  Service,  Dr.  Trotter  also  denied 
that  the  decision  not  to  renominate  Dr. 
Robert  Watts  Thornburg  as  associate 
general  secretary  of  his  board’s  Division 
of  the  Ordained  Ministry  was 
"arbitrary."  as  Dr.  Thornburg  has 
charged. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  the  decision  not  to  re¬ 


nominate  the  ordained  ministry  specia¬ 
list  had  followed  the  board’s  established 
procedures,  and  that  at  the  division 
meeting  in  April,  the  division  reaffirmed 
the  action  of  the  board’s  executive 
committee. 

Asked  for  his  reaction  to  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong’s  letter,  Dr.  Trotter  said,  "My  re¬ 
action  was  disappointment,  because  the 
procedures  are  clearly  outlined  in  the 
‘Discipline’  of  the  church." 

He  commented  that  "the  personnel 
procedures  of  each  agency  and  board  are 
public,"  and  added  that  he  felt  Bishop 
Armstrong's  letter  had  been  "at  least 
uninformed”  in  this  respect. 


Magazine  finds  most 
women  believe  in  God 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  survey  by 
McCall's  magazine,  based  on  a  record 
60,000  responses  from  women  readers, 
reports  that  90  percent  of  the  women 
participating  believe  in  God,  80  percent 
believe  in  soul  that  survives  death,  and  67 
percent  pray  daily. 

However,  only  17  percent  identified 
organized  religion  as  "the  principal 
influence  of  their  morality”  and  only  six 
percent  cited  their  church  or  synagogue 
as  having  “major  responsibility"  in 
shaping  their  moral  outlook. 

The  report  on  McCall’s  survey  of 
religion  and  morality  was  carried  in  the 
May  issue.  The  editors  said  the 
"outpouring  of  mail"  that  came  in 
response  to  the  questionnaire  was 
greater  than  in  any  previous  survey. 

A  wide  range  of  differences  were  found 
on  moral  values  among  women 
respondents,  but  they  were  "virtually 
united  in  their  conviction  that  the  family 
is  the  most  important  institution  in 
shaping  people's  moral  outlook,"  the 
report  said. 

Some  99  percent  of  the  women  said 
parents  bear  the  major  responsibility  for 
the  morals  of  children. 

Family  life  cited 

Breakdown  of  family  life  was  cited  by 
49  percent  as  the  problem  which  is 
primarily  responsible  for  the  soaring 
rate  of  teenage  pregnancy  in  the  U.S.  The 
influence  of  movies,  TV,  books  and 
magazines  was  thought  by  37  percent  to 
be  the  primary  cause. 

Other  factors  thought  to  be  responsible 
for  the  rising  teenage  pregnancy  rates 
were:  example  set  by  adults,  permissive 
child  rearing,  lack  of  religious  training, 
poor  sex  education  at  home,  poor  sex 
education  at  school  and  difficulty  in 


obtaining  contraceptives. 

"Among  Christian  women  alone," 
McCall's  said,  "the  most  significant 
differences  of  moral  opinion  are  not 
between  Catholics  and  Protestants 
(except  on  abortion)  but  between  the 
majority  of  women  (56  percent)  who 
identify  themselves  as  ‘born  again'  and 
those  who  do  not." 

‘Born  again’  popular 

The  survey  revealed  that  the  term 
"born  again"  has  become  so  popular  that 
37  percent  of  Catholics  and  22  percent  of 
women  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  (Mormon)  identified 
themselves  in  that  evangelical  category. 

On  virtually  every  question,  born- 
again  Christians  were  found  to  be  more 
conservative  in  their  beliefs  and  moral 
attitudes.  "They  also  appear  to  be  more 
confident  that  God  loves  them,"  McCall’s 
said. 

"Paradoxically,  however,  born-again 
Christians  do  not  necessarily  give  their 
support  to  organized  religion.  Convinced 
that  they  have  been  personally  saved, 
born-again  women  often  look  with 
distrust  and  even  disdain  on  Christians 
who  prefer  nonevangelical  forms  of 
religion.  As  one  born-again  mother  from 
a  small  New  Jersey  town  put  it: 
"Religion  is  for  the  birds.  Jesus  Christ  is 
for  people." 

Concerning  financial  support,  only  one- 
third  gave  $10  or  more  a  week  to  the 
church  or  synagogue  and  related 
activities.  McCall’s  said  born-again 
Christians  were  the  most  generous, 
many  giving  10  percent  of  their  income 
as  the  biblical  tithe.  Many  Mormons  also 
give  10  percent.  On  a  regional  basis, 
Southerners  were  found  to  be  the  most 
generous. 
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One  Minute  with  God  127  Brief  Devotional  Thoughts 
Who  is  the  God  of  Jacob — the  all-powerful, 
all-knowing,  all-caring  God  of  faith?  Discover  afresh  his 
power  as  the  answer  to  spiritual  decayers  such  as  sickness, 
suicide,  and  divorce.  Bill  Lampkin.  $4.50,  paper 

Break  Out  and  Become  ...  A  New  Creature  in  Christ 

Mary  Virginia  Parrish  shares  what  becoming  “bom 
again"  or  changed  into  “a  new  creature  in  Christ”  means 
for  the  whole  person.  Help 
for  anyone  desiring  to  enter 
a  stable,  continuing,  alive, 
totally  real  relationship  with 
God  through  Jesus.  $5.95 

Our  Father 

The  Lord’s  Prayer  for  Today 
A  frank  and  honest 
examination  of  the  Lord’s 
Prayer  as  the  example  which 
every  Christian  must  follow 
for  effective  prayer.  Special 
emphasis  on  how  each  part 
of  the  prayer  relates  to 
modem  life.  Richard  B. 

Wilke.  $4.95 
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Proposed  Appointments  for  Louisiana  Conference 


BISHOP  J.  KENNETH  SHAMBLIN 
has  announced  the  following  proposed 
appointments  for  the  Conference  Year 
beginning  June  l,  1978  and  ending  May 
31,  1979.  Appointments  will  be  made 
official  at  the  forthcoming  regular 
session  of  the  Annual  Conference,  May 
30-June2, 1978. 

Alexandria  District 

District  Superintendent,  A.  Jerome  Cain,  3; 
Alexandria :  First,  William  P.  Fraser,  2;  First, 
Associate,  Bruce  Layman,  1;  First,  Associate, 
Brenda  Layman,  1 ;  Horseshoe  Drive,  Jack  S. 
Winegeart,  6;  MacArthur  Drive,  Roland  K. 
Friedrich,  7;  Newman-St.  Mark,  Roger  Dale 
Lathan,  3;  Trinity-Pleasant  Grove,  Robert  R. 
Miller,  4;  Wilton-Wesley-Union-Macedonia, 
(George  M.  Alfred),  3; 

Ball-Clear  Creek -Springhill,  T.B.S.;  Boyce, 
First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper,  (J.  T.  Cupples 
LP),  2;  Bunkie:  David  Haas  Memorial- 
Evergreen-White’s  Chapel,  Clyde  W.  Averett, 
4;  Wesley-Marshall-Simpson-St.  Mark  Melder, 
(Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.  PTLP),  1;  Colfax- 
Hollins  Chapel,  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.,  3; 
Glenmora,  First-Fellowship-Forest  Hill- 
Melder,  (J.  David  Strozier),  4;  Jena  Nolley 
Memorial-Belah,  James  L.  Adams,  3; 
Jonesville,  Raymond  W.  Crofoot,  3; 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville,  (John 
Sayes),  1;  Marksville-Oakgrove-Simmesport, 
Michael  D.  McLaurin,  3;  Marthaville-Beulah- 
Robeline,  (Floyd  McCarty  LPR),  3; 
Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta-St.  Maurice, 
Mark  Martin,  1,  Mt.  Zion-Emmanuel-St.  Paul 
Clarence-St.  Paul  Cheney ville,  (Alex  Johnson 
PTLP),  4;  Natchitoches:  Asbury -Williams 
Chapel-St.  Marks,  Sidney  Earl  Irving,  1; 
College  Avenue,  Robert  E.  Townsend,  2;  First, 
JoeW.  McClain,  2; 

Oak  Grove-Campti,  (Jerry  Van  Hoosen 
St.LP),  2;  Olla-Tullos,  Robert  F.  Marshall,  1; 
Palestine-Bethel,  John  R.  Johns,  3;  Pineville 
First,  Hugh  L.  Baker,  1;  Pollock -Selma- 
Liberty  Chapel,  T.B.S.;  Provencal-Weaver, 
Jolly  B.  Harper  R,  4;  Rosa-  Taylor  Chapel- 
Haskins  Chapel,  T.B.S.;  Trout  Eddy  Justiss 
Memorial-Eden-Urania,  D.  Dale  Lyons,  2; 
Winnfield-Couley,  Grayson  B.  Watson,  2. 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 

District  Superintendent,  Kirby  A.  Vining,  1; 
Amite-Independence,  John  M.  Lee,  6;  Baker, 
John  Howard  Sewell,  4;  Baton  Rouge: 
Broadmoor,  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  6; 
Broadmoor,  Associate,  (Marshall  C.  Paine 
LP),  2;  Broadmoor,  Associate,  Richard 
Sarley,  2;  Corbin,  (Paul  Singletary  LP),  2; 
Francis  Asbury,  Randall  Gammill,  2;  Hughes 
Memorial,  William  J.  Miller,  9;  Ingleside, 
Lonnie  M.  Sibley,  1;  Jefferson,  Angus  L. 
Carruth,  3;  Jordan  Chapel-LeJeune,  Ameal  D. 
Ennis,  3;  North  Baton  Rouge,  Robert  C. 
Carter,  10;  St.  John's,  Thomas  A.  Dunbar,  1; 
St.  Luke's-Deerford,  A.  S.  Hodges,  Jr.,  2;  St. 
Paul’s,  Lynn  W.  Merrill,  1;  Winboume,  Brady 
Williams,  4; 

Beech  Grove-Macedonia-Andrews  Chapel, 
(Wesley  Cyprian  LP),  3;  Bethel-Magnolia, 
James  H.  Humphreys,  5;  Blackwater,  Fred  O. 
Shirley,  1;  Blackwater,  Associate,  Randall 
Keith  Nichols,  3;  Carpenter's  Chapel,  (Boyd 
Hood  LP),  4;  Clinton:  Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul, 
(Robert  M.  Harris),  3;  St.  Peter-Moses 
Chapel-Jackson  Chapel,  (Adam  Franklin),  9; 
Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek,  John  H.  Casey,  4 ; 
Concord*New  Hope,  (Jesse  L.  Means,  Jr.  LP), 
7;  Days-Center-Darlington,  (A.  Bray  Sib¬ 
ley  LP),  6;  Denham  Springs,  First-George  A. 
Duerson,  3;  Roberts  Chapel-St.  Luke,  Clarence 
L.  Hillard,  7;  Donaldsonville,  First-Meadows 
Chapel,  Stephen  Carl  Fleming,  1;  St.  Peter- 
Belle  Rose,  St.  James,  (Edward  Lewis 
Berry),  9;  Faithful,  (Jay  Daigle  LP),  3; 
Friendship,  Frank  M.  Stage,  1;  Gonzales,  J. 
Roddy  Taylor,  3;  Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel, 
Theodore  J.  Smith,  1;  Hammond,  First- 
Tickfaw,  George  W.  Harkins,  3;  Jackson- 
Ethel,  James  E.  Constable,  1;  Kentwood-Mt. 
Hermon,  Sherman  L.  Beird,  1;  Live  Oak,  R. 
Larry  Stafford,  1;  Livingston-James  Chapel- 
Montpelier,  (Charles  Scott  LP),  4;  Loranger- 
Coopers  Chapel,  T.B.S.;  Lutcher-New  River, 
Carol  Susan  Winn,  1;  Mangum-Pine  Grove, 
Mickey  D.  Stringfield,  1;  Norwood,  Asbury- 
Mt.  Carmel-Wesley,  (James  A.  Smith  R),  20; 
St.  Francisville-Tunica,  (Harold  Babin  LP),  7; 
Slaughter-Bluff  Creek,  (Cecil  Mims),  2; 
Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge,  Lorris  M.  Wimberly, 
Jr.,  1;  Walker,  M.  L.  Davis  R,  10;  Zachary, 
Roy  L.  Garrett,  2. 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 

District  Superintendent,  W.  T.  Handy ,  Jr.,  1 ; 
Abbeville-Pecan  Island,  Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr., 
2;  Baton  Rouge:  Camphor,  G.  W.  C.  Calvin,  10; 
First,  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  5;  First,  Associate,  J. 
Pennington  Morgan,  5;  First,  Associate, 
Burton  F.  Blair,  2;  Istrouma,  Glendon  R. 
Messer,  1;  Neely,  Donald  R.  Avery,  7;  St. 
Mark,  Robert  Williams,  7;  Wesley,  Leonard  L. 
Haynes,  Jr.,  19;  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
University,  Lamar  E.  Smith,  7;  William  B. 
Reily  Memorial  University,  Associate, 
Kenneth  M.  Carroll,  1; 

Franklin:  Asbury-Trinity,  Baldwin, 

Terrence  S.  August,  2;  First,  C.  Richard 
Hoffpauir,  3;  Grand  River,  (John  R.  Oldham 
LP),  13;  Hartzell-Shiloh,  Freddie  R. 
Henderson,  4;  Indian  Bayou-Kaplan,  John  C. 
Coker,  1;  Jeanerette,  McGowan-Lydia-St. 
Martinville,  (Lionel  Marcel),  4;  St.  Paul- 
Briggs-Mt.  Zion,  (Bob  Norwood  LP),  4;  St. 
Peter-Godman,  T.B.S.;  Lafayette:  Asbury, 
Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  2;  Asbury,  Associate, 
Louis  G.  Blankenbaker,  1;  Asbury,  Minister  to 
Older  Adults,  Robert  M.  Bentley  R,  11; 
Davidson  Memorial,  Dan  R.  Allen,  2;  First,  W. 
O.  Lynch,  Jr.,  5;  First,  Associate,  C.  Robert 
McCammon  R,  3;  Church  of  the  Covenant,  H. 
A.  Harrington,  Jr.,  2;  Mallalieu-St.  James, 
Edgar  D.  Smith,  6; 

Lottie-Rosedale-New  Roads,  Claude  Edward 
Henkel,  1;  Melville-Palmetto,  (Kenneth 
Chapman  OD),  6;  New  Iberia,  First,  Donald  J. 
Hall,  2;  New  Roads,  St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel- 
Union,  (Lawrence  Pate  LP),  2;  Opelousas: 


Louisiana  Memorial,  Alan  D.  Einsel,  3;  St. 
Mark,  Henry  Gage,  2;  Plaquemine,  First, 
George  B.  Cunningham,  1;  Hurst  Chapel-St. 
Luke,  (Wilbur  G.  Davis,  Sr.  LP),  4;  Port 
Barre-Krotz  Springs-Waxia,  (John  W.  Guyre 
LP  ),  5;  St.  Martinville,  Mallalieu-Fitzgerald- 
Mt.  Zion,  (Marshall  Wesley),  10;  St.  Paul-St. 
James-St.  Joseph,  (Oneal  Hardy  LP),  5;  St. 
Peter-Green- Wiley,  (Obie  Southall  LP),  5; 
Scott  Chapel,  W.  C.  August,  10;  Washington, 
St.  Marks,  (Booker T.  Branch), 5. 

Lake  Charles  District 

District  Superintendent,  Byrl  J.  Moreland, 
5;  Cameron-Grand  Chenier,  Minns  S. 
Robertson,  7;  Church  Point-Maxie,  (Nathan 
AvantLP),  1;  Crowley,  First,  Abe  M.  Conerly, 
2;  DeQuincy,  Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr.,  1; 
DeRidder,  First,  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  2; 
DeRidder,  First,  Associate,  Douglas  L.  Cain, 
3;  Wesley-Merry  ville,  Arthur  M.  Baker,  2; 
Ebenezer-Crowley,  Wesley,  (Richard 
Humphries  LP),  3;  Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine 
Grove,  (C.  A.  Jordan  LP),  2;  Elton-Basile, 
Richard  E.  Walton  R,  4;  Eunice-Ville  Platte, 
(George  A.  McVay),  1;  Fairview-Sweetlake, 
Harvery  B.  Delery,  1 ;  Gueydan,  John  R.  Scott- 
Welch,  1;  Iowa-Hayes,  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr., 
1; 

Jennings,  First,  Jimmie D.  Pyles,  4;  Trinity, 
(Thomas  A.  Wilson),  1;  Kinder-Oberlin, 
Dorothy  Mae  McGowen,  1;  Lake  Arthur, 
(Allan  Stackhouse  LP),  1;  Lake  Charles,  First, 
Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.,  4;  First,  Associate,  C. 
Gerald  Richardson,  2;  First,  Associate,  Hulen 
C.  Warren,  Jr.,  2;  Oak  Park,  John  E.  Scarf,  1; 
St.  Luke,  Darrell  E.  Mount,  2;  Simpson, 
Rupert  D.  Coles,  1 ;  University,  Sale  T.  Lilly,  3 ; 
University,  Associate,  G.  Eldred  Blakely  R,  1 ; 
University,  Associate,  Helen  Ploegsma,  1; 
Warren,  Richard  A.  Harry,  2; 

Leesville,  First-Holly  Grove,  Leon  C.  Scott, 
2;  Mt.  Zion-Macedonia,  T.B.S. ;  Maplewood, 
Terry  C.  Willis,  2;  Moss  Bluff,  Robert  M.  Ford, 
3;  Oakdale-Pine  Prairie,  Eskel  L.  Tatum,  2; 
Prospect-Hombeck,  T.B.S. ;  Raymond-Iota, 
Douglas  L.  Davis,  1;  Rayne-Branch,  John  M. 
Downs,  1;  Roanoke,  (Homer  V.  Bailes  LP),  8; 
Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial,  B.  E.  Bond,  1; 
Wesley-Hackberry,  William  A.  Haskell,  1; 
Squyres,  Donald  M.  Risinger  R,  1;  Vinton, 
(Carolyn  Pullen  LP),  1;  Welsh,  First,  Thomas 
M.  Lancaster,  3;  Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity, 
(Willie  B.  Sweat  LP),  3;  Westlake,  Arby  W. 
Coody,2. 

Monroe  District 

District  Superintendent,  James  J.  Caraway, 
2;  Bastrop,  First,  Ira  M.  Robinson,  3; 
Memorial-Beekman,  George  H.  Sherman,  Jr.,  3; 
Columbia-Hebert,  (E.  Eugene  Kimble  LP),  2; 
Delhi,  James  W.  Jones,  2;  Epps-Floyd- 
Pioneer,  S.  Burl  Dampier,  2;  Ferriday,  Edwin 
H.  House,  Jr.,  2;  Gilbert-Boeuf  Prairie, 
William  M.  Conatser,  3;  Grayson-Kelly,  J. 
Pierce  McKeithen  R,  3;  Kilbourne-Locust 
Grove,  (Joe  D.  Solomon  LP),  5;  Lake 
Providence,  First,  Wallace  P.  Blackwood,  5; 
St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel,  T.B.S.;  Mangham- 
Crowville,  W.  W.  Bevill,  7; 

Mer  Rouge-Collinston,  (Finas  P.  Corie),  2; 
Monroe:  First,  W.  Odell  Simmons,  2;  First, 
Associate,  Joe  Albert  Hoover,  3;  Memorial, 
Paul  C.  Carroll,  1;  Reveille-Crew  Lake, 
Douglas  T.  Williams,  Sr.,  2;  St.  James-Mount 
Olive,  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  1;  St.  Mark's-Little 
Creek,  Robert  L.  Burgess,  2;  St.  Paul,  Robert 
S.  Murray  R,  1;  St.  Paul’s,  Stone  W.  Caraway, 
3;  Southside,  Lea  Joyner,  27;  Newellton, 
(David  M.  Bonner  OD),  1;  Oak  Grove-Forest, 
Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr.,  1 ; 

Oak  Ridge,  James  E.  Wilson,  3;  Rayville- 
Holly  Ridge,  William  E.  Nolan,  2;  St. 
Andrew’s-Bartholomew,  Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr., 
7;  St.  Joseph- Wesley,  A.  Douglas  Madden,  1; 
Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg,  Heaton  B. 
Crammer,  3;  Tallulah,  Ned  L.  Stout,  4;  Union, 
Jack  H.  Midyett  R,  4;  Vidalia,  Steven  W. 
Caraway,  2;  Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai-Mt. 
Nebo,  (Joe  Brown  LP),  1;  Waterproof- 
Clay  ton,  Walter  W.  Garriott  R,  2;  West 
Monroe:  Asbury,  Larry  O'Oell,  1;  Claiborne- 
Wilhite,  W.  Ed  Parks,  1;  First,  Roy  E.  Mouser, 
2;  McGuire,  L.  Deen  Thompson.  4;  Walnut 
Grove,  T.B.S.;  Woodlawn,  (Pete  J.  Medak 
PTLP),  4;  Winnsboro.  William  M. 
McCutcheon,  3;  Wisner-Baskin,  Oakley  E. 
Edwards,  5. 

New  Orleans-Houma  District 

District  Superintendent,  Alfred  L.  Norris,  5; 
Berwick,  E.  J.  Martin,  1;  Buras,  Trinity,  I. 
Elmer  Malone,  2;  Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle, 
Calvin  O.  Lapuyade,  2;  Houma,  First,  John 
Winn  and  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  1;  Houma 
Heights-Clanton  Chapel,  William  Spiller 
Milton,  4;  Wesley-Mt.  Vernon,  (Henry  J. 
Rhyan  R),  1;  Luling,  Larry  Maddin,  2; 
Mathews-Lagrange,  Samuel  Percy  Emanuel, 
3;  Morgan  City,  DeWitt  M.  Ginn,  4;  Walmsley- 
Mason,  (Willie  T.  Henderson  LP),  1;  Napoleon- 
ville,  Wesley-Woodlawn,  T.B.S. ; 

New  Orleans:  Algiers,  First,  Carey  A. 
Martin,  3;  St.  Matthew,  (Bernard  Smith),  1; 
Asbury,  Edward  A.  Kennedy,  Jr.,  4;  Aurora, 
H.  Warren  Blakeman,  I;  Aurora,  Associate, 
Robert  Allen,  2;  Belle  Chasse-Hope  Chapel, 
(Joseph  E.  Seiler  OD),  1;  Boynton,  0.  W. 
Christopher  R,  1;  Carrollton,  W.  Dwight 
Ramsey,  3;  Gretna,  George  W.  Harbuck,  8; 
Felicity-Spanish  American  Ministry,  (Robert 
Eaker  RLP),  2;  First  Street,  Abraham  E. 
Davis,  5;  Haven,  Russell  L.  Jones,  1; 
Jefferson,  Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr.,  3;  Kenner, 
First,  Brady  B.  Forman,  3;  Ross-Thomas, 

( Donald  Barrie  LP) ,  2 ;  Mount  Zion,  Samuel  W. 
Walker,  Sr.,  10;  Napoleon  Avenue,  (Robert  W 
Peterson),  2;  Parker  Memorial,  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  Jr.,  3;  Peck,  Nathaniel  P.  Williams, 
6;  Peoples,  William  R.  London.  Jr.,  7;  Philips 
Memorial,  Max  R.  Butler,  8;  Rayne  Memorial, 
Jack  Cooke,  2;  St.  James,  (Paul  Wesley  LP), 
1;  St.  Matthew's,  Bob  L.  Lawton,  4;  St. 
Matthew's,  Associate,  Claude  E.  Barron,  2;  St. 
Paul,  Richard  R.  Meek,  5;  Shaw  Temple, 
(Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr.  LP),  10;  Trinity, 
Roger  J.  Transpers,  3;  Wesley,  (Louis 
Augustine,  Jr.  LP),  1;  Williams,  James  W. 
Wilson,  3;  Patterson-Bayou  Vista,  Gary  L.  Van 


Horn,  3;  Thibodaux,  First-Vacherie-Gibson, 
Paul  F.  Longstreth,  3;  Calvary-Magnolia,  (W. 
Taft  Bowie),  15. 

New  Orleans-Slidell  District 

District  Superintendent,  W.  D.  Boddie,  2; 
Bogalusa,  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial, 
James  M.  Poole,  2;  Thirkfield-Harry's  Chapel, 
Major  M.  Goldman,  2;  Covington,  First,  Edwin 
J.  Barksdale,  3;  Fitzgerald,  Raymond  De- 
Laughter,  2;  Franklinton,  Centenary-Fisher, 
Lael  S.  Jones,  3;  Winan-Hayes  Chapel,  Louis  L. 
Streams,  5;  LaPlace,  Lasseigne-St.  John, 
Robert  W.  Bengtson,  1;  Ninde  Chapel-St. 
James,  (Dan  Washington  LP).  9;  Lutcher 
Chapel-St.  James  (Whitehall),  Carl  T  Wethers 
R,  7; 

New  Orleans:  Bethany,  Moses  T.  Jackson, 
2;  Brooks,  Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  1;  Elysian 
Fields-John  Wesley,  Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  7; 
First,  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  2;  Gentilly,  Lillard 
R.  Bevill,  1;  Grace,  Robert  F.  Harrington,  2; 
Hartzell,  (James  S.  Davidson),  3;  Laharpe, 
Andrew  J.  Douglas,  11;  Lake  Vista,  Donice  W. 
Alverson,  7;  Metairie,  Richard  C.  Hebert,  6; 
Munholland,  William  C.  Blakely,  4; 
Munholland,  Associate,  William  R.  Pittman,  2; 
Ray  Avenue,  T.B.S.;  St.  Andrew's,  William  I. 
Eubanks,  2;  St.  Bemard-Arabi,  Luther  W. 
Taylor,  3;  St.  Luke's,  Conrad  P.  Edwards,  3; 
St.  Philip,  (Burnell  Bell  LP),  7;  Second-St. 
Mark's,  Jerry  James,  3.  Thompson,  (Eddie 
Carter),  1;  Pearl  River-Lacombe-St. 
Tammany,  John  H.  Giles,  4; 

Ponchatoula,  First-Lee's  Landing,  J.  Vernon 
Fairley,  3;  Wesley  Chapel,  William  M. 
Jacocks,  5;  St.  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore, 
Donald  Keith  McDowell,  4;  Slidell: 
Aldersgate,  Christopher  H.  Andrews,  3;  First, 
James  P.  Woodland,  8;  First,  Associate,  Willis 
W.  Dear,  6;  First,  Associate,  James  W.  Ailor, 
2;  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell,  Nathaniel  P. 
Perry,  3;  Springfield,  First-Huff's  fhapel- 
Maurepas,  Bonnie  Ruth  Holley,  3;  St.  James- 
St.  Landry,  (James  C.  Miles  LP),  15;  Sun- 
Bush-Talisheek,  James  W.  Ailor,  2;  Varnado- 
Waldheim,  (Karl  D.  Wood  LP),  8;  Wesley  Ray- 
Live  Oak-Mary's  Chapel,  (Isaiah  L.  McCoy), 


Ruston  District 

District  Superintendent,  Robert  L.  Peyton, 
2;  Ansley,  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.,  19;  Arcadia- 
Mt.  Mariah,  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.,  2;  Athens- 
Cross  Roads,  (Joseph  H.  Windham  LP),  1, 
Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield,  (Claude 
M.  Crotwell),  1;  Bienville-Mill  Creek -Strange, 
(Jack  Maxey  LP),  2;  Calhoun-Beulah-Indian 
Village,  (Richard  Poss),  3;  Chatham-Eros, 
William  B.  Shaw,  3;  Choudrant-Douglas, 
(David  E.  Lane  LP),  1;  Clay,  (George  Anders 
LP),  2;  Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley,  T. 
Edward  Boyd,  Jr.,  3;  Downsville-Bethel-Mt. 
Nebo,  James  R.  McLelland,  2;  Doyline-Sibley, 
(H  Austin  Smith),  4;  Dubach-Hilly,  (Jack 
O'Oell  LP),  1;  Farmerville-Bird’s  Chapel, 
Terral  T.  Lowe,  5. 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove,  John  Ed  Dilworth,  1; 
Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona,  (Stephen  P. 
Carter  LP),  2;  Haynesville-Shongaloo, 
William  D.  Peeples,  3;  Heflin-Brushwood, 
Stephen  M.  Spurlock,  3;  Hodge-Dodson-New 
Hope,  Timothy  E.  Lawson,  2;  Homer-Wesley 
Chapel,  Cleburne  W.  Quaid,  7;  Jonesboro, 
Kenneth  G.  Rorie,  2;  Marion-Huttig,  (Joseph 
L.  Rountree),  2;  Minden,  First,  Tracy  R. 
Arnold,  4;  First,  Associate,  B.  Paul  Durbin  R, 
9;  Lakeview-Mclntyre,  M.  C.  Cady,  2; 
Pilgrim’s  Rest,  (W.  C.  Moore  LP),  6;  Pine 
Grove-Bethlehem,  (Steve  Bearden  LP),  2; 
Quitman-Faith,  Louis  P.  Chrisman,  3; 
Ringgold-Castor-Grand  Bayou,  M.  Ray  Holt, 
4;  Ruston,  Trinity,  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  8; 
Grace-Wesley  Chapel,  James  E.  Christie,  2; 
Simsboro-Salem-Antioch,  Edward  E.  Wyers, 
2;  Springhill-Sarepta,  James  O.  Evans,  3; 
Ruston  Greater  Circuit,  Antioch,  J.  E.  Hearn 
R,  11;  Center  Point,  (Gary  Boone  LP),  2, 
Concord-Frantom  Chapel,  (Donn  M.  Kurtz 
LP),  4;  Sanders  Chapel,  T.B.S.;  Whitehall- 
Colquitt-Evergreen,  (W.  Paul  CasseisR),3. 

Shreveport  District 

District  Superintendent,  Harvey  G. 
Williamson,  1;  Benton,  ClarencfeB.  Krumnow, 
9;  Blanchard-Belcher,  Thomas  O.  Crosby,  Jr., 
2;  Bossier  City,  Barksdale,  Theo  Strong 
Standley,  2;  First,  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  4; 
Hall  Summit,  T.B.S.;  St.  Stephen's,  Larry  D. 
Robertson,  3;  Bradford,  T.B.S.;  New  Light, 
(W.  C.  Moore  LP),  6;  Corinth,  T.B.S.; 
Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel,  John  David  Corley, 
3;  Cross  Roads,  T.B.S.;  Fairview-McDonald, 
(Oscar  E.  Player  LP),  1;  Greenwood-Bethany, 
Malcolm  E.  Finnell,  1;  Haughton,  John  j. 
Rasmussen,  Jr.,  6;  Holly  Springs,  (McKee 
Williams  St.  LP),  2;  Hosston-Gilliam-Ida,  Paul 
W.  Carter,  5;  James  Chapel-St.  Matthew- 
Pleasant  Valley,  (Allen  Edgar  Myers  LPR),  8; 
Keatchie-Shiloh,  (Robert  F.  DeBusk,  Jr.  LP) 
11; 

Logansport-Bethel,  John  N.  Williams,  l; 
Longstreet,  Robert  E.  Taylor,  6;  Love  Chapel, 
(Lee  Benson  Kneipp  St.LP),  2;  Mansfield- 
Grand  Cane,  Charles  B.  Humphreys,  1 ;  Many- 
Bayou  Scie,  Ray  Rolon  Spiller,  3; 
Mooringsport-Oil  City,  (Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr. 
LP),  5;  Mt.  Zion-Bonchest,  T.B.S.;  Plain 
Dealing-Walker's  Chapel,  Terry  C.  Lowe,  2; 
Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican,  Marie  P. 
Williams,  1;  Vivian-Rodessa,  Byrd  L.  Terry,  1; 

Shreveport:  Broadmoor,  Edward  R. 
Thomas,  2;  Broadmoor,  Associate,  John 
Marion  Braden,  2;  Caddo  Heights-Keithville, 
A.  G.  Taylor,  1;  Cedar  Grove-Wesley,  M. 
David  Felder,  4;  Christ,  Kenneth  Reed,  1; 
Fairfield-Jewella,  Howard  L.  Milo,  5;  First,  D. 
L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  25;  First,  Associate,  James  W. 
Moore,  7;  First,  Associate,  Carl  E.  Rhoads, 
III,  4;  First,  Associate,  Sam  0.  Morris,  2, 
First,  Associate,  Kent  A  Kilbourne.  6; 

Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion,  (Lee  C.  Jennings 
R),  3;  Lakeview,  Leland  D.  Wade,  2;  Mangum, 
Daniel  W.  Tohline,  2;  Morningside-Stonewall, 
Fred  W,  Schwendimann,  1;  Noel,  Benedict  A. 
Galloway,  7;  Noel,  Associate,  J.  Albert 
Trickett,  11;  North  Highlands,  Robert  I. 
Galatas,  2;  Providence,  T.B.S.;  Round  Grove, 
James  A.  Graham,  4;  St.  James,  J.  D.  V. 


Hamilton,  Jr.,  7;  St.  Luke's,  Robert  L.  Potter, 
2 ; 1  St.  Paul,  Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.,  2;  Summer 
Grove,  Robert  E.  Carter,  5;  Trinity-Ellerbe 
Road,  (Leo  L.  Beck),  1;  Wynn,  (Harold  W. 
Longfellow),  8;  Wesley -Shady  Grove,  George 
L.  Thomas,  8;  Zwolle-Converse-Noble,  Lester 
N.  Nance,  2. 

Special  Appointments 

Director  of  Promotion,  Louisiana  Moral  &  Civic 
Foundation,  NOS,  ’Robert  F.  Harrington.  2.  Exec. 
Director,  United  Methodist  Foundation,  S,  ’Clyde  S. 
Clark,  3,  Director,  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

,  S,  *L.  Ray  Branton,  6;  Youth  Coordinator,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  S,  =  Donald  C. 
Cottrili,  5;  Superintendent,  Methodist  Home  Hospital, 
NOH,  ’William  F  Mayo,  4;  Superintendent,  People  s 
Community  Center,  &  Director,  N  O.  Metropolitan 
Ministries,  NOH,  ’William  R.  London,  Jr,,  7;  Director 
ol  Development  for  Lafon  Home,  NOS,  =  Alfred  Pollar, 
10;  Chaplain  &  Program  Director,  Methodist  Hospital. 
New  Orleans,  NOS,  ’John  B  Koelemay,  15, 
Conlerence  Treasurer  &  Executive  Secretary,  Board 
of  Pensions,  S,  ’Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.,  1;  Director. 
Hughes  Memorial  Center,  B.  R.,  BRH,  ’William  J. 
Miller,  9;  Director,  Metropolitan  Ministries, 
Shreveport,  S,  ’James  A.  Graham,  9;  President, 
Centenary  College,  S,  sDonald  A.  Webb,  2;  T.  L.  James 
Professor  of  Religion,  Centenary  College,  S,  s  Webb  D. 
Pomeroy,  26;  Chaplain.  Chairman  of  Dept,  of  Religion, 
and  Associate  Professor  of  Religion,  Centenary 
College,  S,  *  Robert  E.  T  aylor,  18;  Assistant  Professor. 
Christian  Education,  Centenary  College,  S,  =  Donald  G. 
Emler,  2;  Director,  Church  Relations,  Centenary 
College,  S,  =  Charles  B.  Simmons.  1 ;  Director,  School  of 
Church  Careers,  Centenary  College,  S.  » David  R. 
Dykes,  4;  Chaplain,  Dillard  University,  New  Orleans, 
NOS,  =  Leslie  P.  Norris,  4,  Assoc  Professor  of 
Philosophy  &  Religious  Studies,  S.M.U.,  NOH, 
=  Benjamin  A.  Petty.  26;  Asst.  Vice  President  for 
Rehabilitation,  and  Provost  for  Campus  Operations, 
Delgado,  NOH,  =  Edward  A.  Kennedy,  Jr..  6;  Professor 
of  Teachmg  Ministries,  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  NOH, 
^Clarence  H.  Snelling,  Jr.,  15;  Professor  of  Social 
Ethics.  Candler  School  of  Theology,  NOH,  =  Theodore 
R.  Weber,  21;  Chaplain,  Birchwood  Campus,  South 
Carolina  Dept  of  Youth  Services,  BRL,  -t-  Howard  D. 
Ellzey,  6.  Chaplain,  Methodist  Children's  Home, 
Ruston,  R.  ’Douglas  T  Williams,  Jr..  5 

Associate  Professor  of  Sociology,  Southeastern 
Louisiana  University,  BRH,  aGeorge  M.  Hess,  9; 
Associate  Professor  of  Religion  and  Philosophy,  Curry 
College,  Milton,  Mass.,  BRH,  =  W.  Russell  Pregeant,  7; 
Approved  Evangelist,  NOS.  +  Lloyd  A.  Foreman.  6; 
Director  of  Child  Care  Services  of  Juliette  Fowler 
Homes,  Dallas,  Texas,  NOS,  +Joe  E  Fogle,  l. 
Evaluator-Teacher,  Comal  Indep.  School  District,  New 
Braunfels,  Texas,  A.  s Robert  L.  Tatum,  5,  Prof,  of 
Music  and  Chairman,  Music  Dept.,  Bethel  College, 
McKenzie.  Tenn.,  A,  =  Franklin  P.  Poole,  7;  Supervisor 
of  Music,  Mammoth-San  Manuel  Public  Schools, 
Tucson,  Arizona,  LC,  =Charles  E.  Fike,  7;  Interne, 
Ecumenical  Institute,  Chicago,  III.,  M,  sGeorge  R 
Holcombe,  13;  Staff  Member,  Ecumenical  Institute, 
Chicago,  LC,  s Joseph  R.  Thomas,  ll;  Executive 
Director,  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  BRH, 
s  James  L.  Stovall,  3;  Director,  Camp  Istrouma,  BRH, 

=  (J  Monroe  Wilkesi,  14;  Public  Relations. 
Presbyterian  Ministers  Fund,  NOH,  +Louis  F.  Roos, 
3;  Executive  Director  of  Creative  Ministry  Associates, 
Durham,  N.C..  M,  =Cathy  Carlson,  3;  Assistant 
Professor  of  Psychology,  LSU-S,  S,  *+  Joseph  F 
Carlisle.  3;  Director,  St.  Mark's  Community  Center, 
N.O.,  NOS,  »( David  Billings  LP>,7. 

Disability  Leave 

Reuel  H  Allen,  S,  2;  John  A  Bayliss,  NOH,  2;  Dana 
Dawson.  Jr.,  BRL,  5;  William  M  Finnin,  Sr.,  LC,  1 ;  W. 
R.  Lafayette,  BRL,  4;  S.  Alvin  Mayo,  R,  5,  Frederick 
A.  Mead,  R,  6;  Lewis  E.  Milem,  A,  5,  Collins  D. 
Pinkard,  A,  5. 

Honorable  Location 

Walter  L.  Baker,  G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Edward  O. 
Pickens.  W.  L.  Strong.  J.  C.  Wallace,  Jr 

Leave  Of  Absence 

Alton  M.  Brown,  Lawson  G.  Lee,  William  V.  Sirman. 
Sabbatical  Leave 

Roy  B  Nash 

WITHDRAWAL  -  BY  SURRENDER  OF  THE 

MINISTERIAL  OFFICE 

William  L.  Jones 

Wesley  Foundation  Directors 

Louisiana  Tech  University,  Ruston,  William  M, 
Stokes,  22;  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry.  LSU,  Baton 
Rodge,  William  M.  Finnin,  Jr.,  8;  Northeast  Louisiana 
State  University,  Monroe.  James  E.  Wilson,  10; 
Northwestern  Louisiana  University,  Natchitoches, 
Robert  E.  Townsend,  2;  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University,  Hammond,  William  M.  Jacocks,  5, 
Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge,  Freddie  R 
Henderson,  8;  University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana, 
Lafayette,  Robert  Don  Ross,  1;  University  of  New 
Orleans,  Southern  University,  and  Delgado  College, 
New  Orleans,  Clarence  G.  Fuller,  Jr  ,  7 

(All  Wesley  Foundation  Directors  with  Annuity  on 
the  Institution* 

Military  Chaplains 

U.S.  Air  Force,  M,  Lucien  E.  Larche,  Jr.,  23,  U.S. 
Army,  M,  Forest  N  Blount,  17;  U.S.  Army,  NOS.  Willie 
L.  Henry,  5;  U.S.  Navy.  LC,  William  G.  Willson,  21. 
U.S.  Navy,  LC,  Robert  G.  Rowland,  4;  Veterans 
Administration,  BRH,  Thomas  M.  Babington,  III,  12; 
Veterans  Administration,  S.  Floyd  M .  Durham,  8. 

i  All  Military  Chaplains  without  Annuity ) 

Hospital  Chaplains 

Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital.  Pineville,  A, 

=  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  15;  Glenwood  Hospital.  West 
Monroe,  M.  =Donald  E.  Wineinger.  16;  Protestant 
Chaplain,  East  Louisiana  State  Hospital,  Jackson, 
BRH,  ^Walter  C  Worthy,  8,  Associate  Chaplain, 
Methodist  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  NOS,  ’Paul  G 
Durbin,  3;  Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital, 
BRH,  +  Henry  E.  Pickett,  3. 

State  Institutions 

Dixon  Correctional  Institute.  BRH.  +  Bertrand 
Griffin,  3. 

Missionaries 

Korea,  NOS,  James  W  Spitzkeit,  India,  NOS.  Dr 
and  Mrs  James  E.  McClendon;  Liberia.  BRL.  Doretha 
Brown  Cooper. 

Deaconesses 

Clinical  Social  Worker.  Belle  Chasse  School.  NOH, 
Evelyn  Murphree. 

Deaconesses  Serving  As 
Diaconal  Ministers 

Librarian,  Sager-Brown  School,  BRL.  Doris  L. 
Armes,  Guidance  Counselor.  Merry  ville,  La.,  LC, 
Norma  K.  Garlington. 

Diaconal  Ministers 

Director  of  Christian  Education,  Louisiana 
Memorial  UMC,  Opelousas,  BRL,  Barbara  C.  Einsel; 
Director  ol  Christian  Education.  First  UMC.  West 
Monroe,  M.  Joaquin  Garcia;  Student.  N.  O.  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  New  Orleans,  NOH,  JoAnn 


Marie  Garma,  Director  of  Christian  Education. 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria,  A,  Patricia  Haulk 
Hogan. 

Appointed  To  Attend  School 

Southern  Methodist  University  Graduate  School, 
Thomas  B.  Peyton,  III.  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Roily  Walker,  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Fred  B 
Wideman.  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Craig  Taylor 
Asbury  School  of  Theology.  Weldon  Bares;  Candler 
School  of  Theology.  Richard  Behling.  Candler  School 
of  Theology.  Kathy  H.  Henderson;  Louisiana  State 
University,  James  Hengstenberg .  Southern  Methodist 
University  Graduate  School,  C  Randal  James. 
Louisiana  State  University,  Ronald  G.  Ramke. 
Perkins  School  ol  Theology,  Charles  L.  Washington. 
Candler  School  ot  Theology,  Donald  R.  Morgan, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  James  A.  Richardson.  Jr  . 
Candler  School  ol  Theology.  Jay  R.  Rogers.  United 
Theological  Seminary,  Franklin  J.  Chiastak,  liiff 
School  of  Theology.  Kathy  Clark,  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology.  Jon  O  Hatlaway.  Perkins  School 
of  Theology.  Richard  O  Beckham.  Ill ,  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  Ester  Hammond;  Perkins  School  ol 
Theology,  J.  Thomas  Logan;  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  School,  Lewis  L  iJakei  Olmsted.  Iliff 
School  of  Theology,  L  P  Culligan,  Georgia  Mental 
Health  Institute,  Pearl  Evans;  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary,  Wayne  Evans,  Asbury  Theological 

Seminary,  Douglas  Foreman;  Asbury  Theological 

Seminary,  Charles  Langford;  Perkins  School  of 

Theology,  Larry  G.  Miller;  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  Theresa  McConnell-Miller.  Iliff  School  ol 
Theology,  Van  Dickens.  Iliff  School  of  Theology.  Paul 
Dickerson ;  Candler  School  ol  Theology.  Lee  McKinzie 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  David  Peabody.  Asbury 
School  of  Theology,  Terry  Swan;  Southern  Methodist 
University  Graduate  School.  David  A.  Tnckell 
•With  Annuity;  =With  Annuity  on  Institution. 
+  Without  Annuity  (District  Abbreviations;  A 

Alexandria,  BRH  Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  BRL 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette;  LC  -  Lake  Charles.  M 
Monroe.  NOH  -  New  Orleans-Houma.  NOS  New 
Orleans-Slidell ,  R  -  Ruston .  S  -  Shreveport  i 

Transferred  In 

W  L.  Strong,  elder  in  full  connection,  from  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference;  Samuel  Oliphant  Moms,  elder 
in  full  connection,  from  North  Mississippi  Conference. 
Richard  S.  Sarley,  elder  in  full  connection,  from 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference;  William  Reber 
Pittman,  elder  in  full  connection,  from  Peninsula 
Conference;  Brenda  T.  Layman,  deacon  on  probation, 
from  Florida  Conference;  Bruce  Jay  Layman,  deacon 
on  probation,  from  Oklahoma  Conference 

Transferred  Out 

James  Ray  Rosenburg,  elder  in  full  connection,  to 
Florida  Conference;  John  Charles  Holbert,  elder  in  full 
connection,  to  Central  Texas  Conference;  Emile 
Meadows  Ennis,  deacon  on  probation,  to  North 
Georgia  Conference. 


Ministers  Emergency 
Fund 

Every  minister  is  reminded  that 
the  first  five  months  of  his/her 
payment  to  the  Ministers’ 
Emergency  Fund  should  be  paid  by 
May  31.  To  help  fellow  ministers  in 
time  of  need  we  give  1/2  of  1%  an¬ 
nually.  ONLY  30%  CONTRIBUTED 
LAST  YEAR.  Eleven  ministers  and 
their  families  received  assistance  in 
1977.  Be  a  part  of  this  fellowship  of 
the  ministry!  Contributions  go  to  Dr. 
Leonard  Cooke,  Conference  Trea¬ 
surer. 

W  D.  Boddie, , 
Secretary  of  the  Cabinet 
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Conference 
Educators 
met  in  Pineville 

This  group  attended  the  recent  spring 
meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship' Held <>f 
First  Methodist  in  Pineville.  Front  row. 
left  to  right:  Rev.  John  Braden.  Rev. 
George  Koehler  from  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  Lu  An  McLaurin,  Laura 
Mach.  Second  row.  left  to  right:  Pat 
Hogan,  Kathi  Finnell,  Brigitte  Freeman, 
Cathey  Craton,  Melinda  Olson,  and 
Willanna  Curley.  Third  row,  left  to  right: 
Doris  Marsalis,  Trudy  Almond,  Janis 
Trammell,  Philip  Cardwell,  Michael 
McMillin,  and  Dr.  Don  Emler.  New 
officers  elected  at  the  meeting  include  Lu 
An  McLaurin  Secretary- Treasurer, 
John  Braden  -  Vice-President,  and  Kathi 
Finnell  President. 

LSU  students 
raise  hundreds 
for  hunger 

During  recent  months  students  at 
Louisiana  State  University  have  raised 
over  $1,800  for  projects  related  to  world 
hunger  and  human  development.  Two 
campus  wide  FAST  DAYS  have  been 
sponsored  by  the  University  Chaplains  at 
LSU  reports  The  Rev.  William  M.  Finnin, 
Jr.,  campus  minister  at  the  Methodist 
and  Presbyterian  Center.  Full  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  University  administration 
allowed  students  to  forego  a  meal  and 
have  the  food  costs  of  the  meal  donated  to 
hunger  action  programs. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  aspect  of 
this  Hunger  Awareness  Program  is  the 
opportunity  for  students  to  struggle 
personally  with  the  meaning  of  living 
affluently  in  a  world  of  scarcity,  poverty, 
and  widespread  hunger  and  mal¬ 
nutrition.  Said  Rev.  Finnin,  “Fasting 
for  one  meal  is  a  small,  symbolic 
gesture,  but  developing  the  discipline  of 
symbolic  lasting  can  change  ones 
understanding  of  how  he  or  she  is  related 
to  others  throughout  the  world.’  ’ 

Centenary  irill 
offer  credit  for 
music  workshop 

Participation  in  the  S.  C.  Jurisdictional 
Workshop  on  Worship,  Music  and  the 
Arts  to  be  held  at  Centenary  College 
July  24-27,  according  to  Dr.  Will  Andress, 
will  be  worth  one  hour  of  academic  credit 
at  Centenary.  Special  arrangements  can 
be  made  for  this  credit  at  one-half  the 
cost  of  the  normal  tuition  price.  This  will 
be  four  days  of  exciting  classes,  semi¬ 
nars  and  activities.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  write:  Dr.  Will  Andress,  Centenary 
College  or  call  318-424-4373. 


Twenl.y-seven  students  at  LOUISIANA  TECH  UNIVERSITY.  Ruston,  have  been 
selected  to  be  listed  in  Who's  Who  in  American  Colleges  and  Universities  fori977-78. 
Five  seniors  active  in  the  Wesley  Foundation  were  recipients  of  this  hono^  Those 
selected  were .  Laurie  Main,  Metairie:  Jimmy  Potts,  Shreveport:  Tommy  Roberts. 
Monroe.  Kim  Sum  rail,  Shreveport,  and  Cindy  Coe,  Lake  Charles.  Reverend 
William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  is  the  director  of  the  Tech  Wesley  Foundation. 
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Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  Dulac  Community  Center  Announces:  Due  to  new 
regulations,  Agencies  will  no  longer  be  allowed  to  submit  l/20th  cent  coupons 
for  redemption.  We  can  still  redeem  all  Trading  Stamps  and  the  following 
coupons:  Community  coffee,  Bonus  Gifts,  Betty  Crocker,  and  Red  Scissor. 
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‘First  fruits’  is  concept  of  value 
for  both  individuals  and  churches 


'  First  fruits”  is  a  concept  of  Christian 
giving  well  grounded  in  both  biblical 
teaching  and  historical  practice.  It  is  a 
call  for  each  of  us  to  give  to  God  first  — 
"off  the  top”  —  rather  than  from  what  we 
have  left  over. 

Few  pastors  and  local  church 
stewardship  committees  go  through  a 
year  without  trying  to  impress  members 
with  the  importance  of  this  kind  of 
giving.  It  is  an  important  factor,  the 
congregation  is  told,  not  only  in  the 
financial  life  of  the  church,  but  also  in  the 
spiritual  development  of  the  giver. 

Ironically,  however,  this  concept  —  so 
advocated  by  churches  as  the  best  way  to 
handle  God’s  gifts  in  our  personal 
budgets  —  is  often  slighted  in  the 
handling  of  the  church  budget.  Instead  of 
commiting  funds  first  to  the  mission  and 
ministry  outreach  of  the  church,  the 
tendency  is  to  begin  with  "the  bills”  — 
the  operating  expenses.  After  all  the 
“bills  are  paid”  the  leftovers  are  given  to 

Mother  Teresa’s 
strength  also 
can  be  ours 

Mother  Teresa,  who  has  dedicated  her 
life  to  work  among  the  destitute  and 
dying  in  the  slums  of  Calcutta,  India,  has 
long  been  called  a  “living  saint”  by  those 
familiar  with  her  work. 

Such  accolades  are  shyly  dismissed  by 
Mother  Teresa.  But  when  her  dedication 
to  Christian  mission  and  service  is 
compared  to  that  of  most  of  us  who 
profess  to  be  Christian  disciples, 
whatever  words  we  use  to  describe  her 
seem  to  fall  short. 

She  has  spent  50  years  in  India, 
literally  carrying  cups  of  cool  water  and 
kindness  to  persons  who  rank  among  the 
most  desperately  needy  in  the  world. 
With  no  regard  for  physical  comfort  or 
material  possessions,  she  has  served  her 
Lord.  Along  the  way  she  has  inspired  and 
founded  a  missionary  order  which  today 
numbers  1,300  persons  in  67  countries. 

Asked  recently,  in  a  rare  interview,  to 
relate  what  gives  her  strength  to  work 
from  dawn  to  dusk  in  the  streets  of 
Calcutta  she  said:  It  is  not  dedication  to 
an  abstract  cause,  but  dedication  to  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ  (see  article 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  lifestyle  adopted  by  Mother  Teresa 
is  not  likely  to  be  chosen  by  most 
Christians.  Her  attitude  towards  life  and 
people,  however,  is  a  worthy  example  for 
all  of  us.  The  same  source  of  strength  and 
dedication  is  available  to  us  in  Jesus 
Christ.  We  should  examine  our  patterns 
of  living  and  relating  and  determine 
whether  we  "radiate  Christ”  as  fully  as 
we  are  capable. 

New  edition  welcomed 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition  at 
Lennon-Seney  UMC  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee  ( Holston  Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  150  subscriber- 
families  at  Lennon-Seney  UMC  will 
receive  a  special  edition  of  TM/UMR 
with  their  local  church  news  printed  on 
the  front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Knoxville  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
edition  informative  and  that  you  will  join 
with  our  other  readers  across  the  nation 
in  providing  feedback  via  ‘  ‘Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

To  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter).” 
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mission.  If  money  is  short, 
apportionments  and  second-mile  giving 
for  missions  get  slighted. 

We  contend  that  such  practices  in  local 
church  budgeting  create  a  double¬ 
standard:  members  are  asked  to  give 
"off  the  top”  in  faith  that  the  needs  of  life 
will  be  provided  by  God,  while  churches 
handle  their  finances  as  though  they 
must  “go  it  alone.” 

It  seems  that  if  “first  fruits  giving”  is 
valid  for  the  individual,  it  is  also  valid  for 
the  corporate  community  of  believers. 
And  the  experience  of  most  local 
churches  which  give  “off  the  top”  to 
mission  bears  this  out.  Those  churches 
which  consistently  begin  their  budgeting 
with  outreach  giving  -statistics  show  — 
are  the  ones  which  have  the  fewest 
difficulties  in  meeting  their  other 
obligations.  Churches  which  are  not  first 
in  mission  are  rarely  first  in  anything 
else  they  do. 

We  realize  many  local  churches  find 
themselves  financially  “many  furlongs 
distant  from  the  land,  beaten  by  the 
waves  (Matthew  14:24).”  And  being 
asked  to  walk  on  the  water  can  be  a 
terrifying  experience  —  as  it  was  for 
Peter.  But  with  faith,  we  can  walk  on  the 
water,  when  we  step  out  boldly  to  be  in 
mission  first. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


MAY  19,  1978 


Here  I  Stand 

Worship  doesn't  have  to  be  dull 
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I  WONDER  If 
\TV  bE  ETHICAL 
TO  PRAY  FOR. 
RAlhl 


By  LARRY  JACOBSON 
Eighteen  years  ago  while  a  student  in 
seminary,  I  heard  a  chapel  message  on 
the  need  to  express  Christian  joy  in 
worship.  It  was  a  great  sermon,  relevant 
then  as  now.  But  it  was  surrounded  by 
staid  hy  mns,  somber  prayers  and  lifeless 
responsive  readings!  Why  does  one  find 
so  little  joy  in  our  public  worship?  We 
seem  to  have  a  kind  of  historical  myopia 
concerning  United  Methodist  worship. 
Ritual  and  liturgy  that  have  evolved  only 
during  the  past  50  years  have  become 
binding  and  petrifying  for  us. 

It  is  true  that  John  Wesley  sent  his 
•Sunday  service"  liturgy  to  America 
with  the  advice  that  it  be  used 
everywhere.  In  “Methodism  in 
American  History,”  Sweet  comments, 
These  suggestions  as  to  liturgy  and  the 
use  of  read  prayers  show  how  little 
Wesley  understood  the  American 
Methodists.”  The  liturgy  was  swiftly  and 
unceremoniously  ignored.  Yet  the 
anglophiles  in  our  church  today  press 
them  upon  us  as  if  they  were  holy  writ.  It 
is  time  we  honored  not  only  our  Anglican 
heritage,  but  also  the  free  and 
spontaneous  worship  of  the  American 
frontier.  When  Bishop  Asbury  cast  aside 
his  clerical  robe,  the  church  flourished: 
We  are  not  on  the  frontier,  but  we  are  in 
need  of  warm,  spontaneous  and  joyous 
worship  experiences. 

A  glance  at  the  development  of  present 


liturgy  may  be  revealing.  As  lale  as  1880 
the  "Discipline”  of  the  M.E.  Church 
outlined  public  worship  quite  succinctly: 

•Singing,  prayer,  ...  a  lesson  from  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments,  and 
preaching.”  (The  offering  was 
assumed.)  The  M.  E.  Church  South,  had 
essentially  the  same  order  in  their  1902 
"Discipline"  suggesting  the  use  of  three 
hymns.  However,  by  1908  the  “North” 
church  had  added  a  “voluntary" 
(Prelude),  the  Apostle’s  Creed,  an 
anthem,  the  Gloria  Patri,  a  responsive 
reading,  notices,  an  offertory,  the 
Doxology  and  the  apostolic  benediction, 
as  well  as  stating  when  the  congregation 
was  to  stand  or  be  seated.  The  cement 
began  to  harden  around  our  form  of 
worship.  It  also  required  an  invitation  to 
come  to  Christ  or  unite  with  the  church 
which  had  been  assumed  as  a  vital  part 
of  Methodist  worship.  By  1928  the 
“invitation”  had  been  dropped,  though  it 
continued  in  the  Methodist  Hymnal,  used 
by  both  branches  of  the  church. 

By  1910  the  "South”  church  had  also 
adopted  the  more  ‘  detailed  form  of 
worship.  The  1932  “Discipline"  (North) 
introduced  the  prayers  of  confession  and 
a  chant,  "which  may  be  the  'Venite'  or 
the  Te  Deum.’  “  Or  was  it  “tedium?" 
(The  Methodist  Hymnal  still  included  the 
song  "How  Tedious  and  Tasteless  the 
Hours,”  and  it  is  a  wonder  that  it  did  not 
become  the  church’s  “national 


Connectionalism  is  still  working  for  UMC 

.  ......  ^ 


To  the  Editor 
I’m  glad  that  Buddy  Keen  has  asked  so 
many  pointed  questions  about  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  connectional  system 
(TM/UMR,  April  21).  I  wonder  how  long 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  UMC? 
Could  it  be  that  someone  after  many 
years  has  sufficiently  aroused  him  to 
shake  his  complacency? 

First,  a  charge  conference  is  the 
annual  audit  that  a  local  church  does 
concerning  its  performance  in  the 
Christian  ministry  for  the  past  year.  It  is 
also  the  time  that  the  local  church 
accepts  goals  that  have  been  worked  out 
and  set  by  the  agencies  of  the  local 
church.  This  time  of  stewardship 
reporting  says  nothing  much  about  the 
activities  of  the  "United  Methodist 
Connectional  Hierarchy,”  but  it  says  a 
great  deal  about  how  we  view  our 
responsibility  to  be  in  God’s  ministry  to 
our  community  and  our  world. 

I  have  yet  to  hear  anyone  on  a  general 
church  level  say  that  ministry  can 
happen  outside  of  a  local  setting.  I  have 
heard  them  say  that  no  ministry  occurs 
until  someone  reaches  out  to  touch 
someone  else.  The  national  and  general 
agencies  have  no  ministries  save  those 
voted  and  approved  by  the  membership 
of  the  respective  agencies.  In  case  Mr. 
Keen  and  others  have  forgotten,  those 
members  are  from  all  across  the  church 
and  are  members  of  a  local  church 
somewhere  in  the  UMC. 

The  pastor  of  a  local  church  holds 
membership  in  the  annual  conference  for 
none  of  the  reasons  listed.  Instead,  it  is  to 
prevent  the  clergy  from  becoming 
entrenched  in  a  particular  local 
congregation  by  becoming  a  member  of 
it.  This  allows  the  annual  conference  to 
assign  the  clergy  on  an  itinerate  basis 
because  they  are  members  of  that 
conference.  Yes,  the  pastor  of  a  local 
church  is  between  a  rock  and  a  hard 
place.  They  are  between  the  unrelenting 
reality  of  need  for  funds  for  ministry 
outside  the  local  community  and  the 
stubborn  hard  headedness  of  some  laity 
who  fail  to  see  that  need.  If  you  consult 
the  1976  "Book  of  Discipline,”  paragraph 
108,  you  will  find  that  the  ordained 
ministry  has  a  great  responsibility.  It 
will  be  helpful  to  read  paragraphs  106- 
110,  pages  106  and  107. 

Now  to  the  questions  of  declining 
membership  and  other  signs  that  point  to 
how  inefficient  the  connectional  system 


is.  Congregational  churches  are 
experiencing  the  same  thing  in  some 
cases.  The  reason  for  this  decline  is  that 
some  of  us  haven’t  been  committed  to 
Christ  or  His  ministry  to  the  extent  that 
we  have  been  willing  to  get  off  our  laurels 
and  go  to  work!  The  emphasis  on 
evangelism  did  not  come  from  a  national 
or  general  agency.  It  came  from  about 
1000  lay  and  clergy  members  of  the  1976 
General  Conference.  We  have  had  for  a 
long  time  general  church  leadership 
calling  us  to  the  task  of  being  God’s 
church.  That  “small  nucleus  that  is  out  of 
touch  with  reality”  is  not  in  existence  in 
the  UMC  today.  Many  local  church 
members  feel  lost  in  the  giant  maze  of 
the  connectional  church.  That  may  well 
come  from  a  lack  of  effort.  Since  1972, 
there  has  been  publication  after 
publication  explaining  our  church’s 
structure  and  the  necessity  for  it.  If 
anyone  is  uninformed  at  this  point,  there 
are  still  publications,  such  as  The 
Interpreter  and  TM/UMR  that  devote  a 
great  deal  of  space  to  the  subject. 

Why  are  we  connectional?  It  is  because 
we  in  Waco,  Texas  or  Arcadia,  Florida 
can  have  a  part  in  the  ministry  to 


to  do  this  without  some  training. 

Second,  our  one-time  emphasis  on 
pastoral  visitation  is  virtually  non¬ 
existent.  How  can  anyone  really  know 
about  any  congregation  without  doing  a 
minimal  amount  of  visitation?  Sitting  in 
one's  little  office  and  preparing  almost 
perfect  sermons  will  not  fill  the  bill! 
Regular  and  systematic  visitation  of 
church  member  families  provides  the 
pastor  with  invaluable  information  such 
as:  (1)  the  total  family  line-up  —  ages, 
numbers,  those  unbaptized,  those  living 
away,  and  those  who  are  non-members; 
and  (2)  various  assessments  on  family 
income  —  places  where  the  breadwinner 
works,  etc.  One  need  not  ask  the  specific 
questions  about  income,  but  one  should 
know,  clearly,  where  and  what  kind  of 
job  the  workers  have. 

Third,  systematic  visitation  reveals 
many  of  the  spiritual  needs  relative  to 
the  family  in  other  areas.  It  enables  the 
pastor  to  take  account  of  the  family’s 
relationship  to  schools,  lodges,  and  civic 
organizations.  If  there  is  an  unsaved 
family  member,  where  will  it  be 
revealed?  In  the  home  these  things  come 
to  light,  and  virtually  no  place  else 


children  with  tuberculosis  in  Africa,  the  except  by  pure  accident  or  coincidence: 
people  of  the  inner  city  of  New  York, 
building  a  church  in  Alaska,  or  anywhere 
else  the  UMC  is.  For  that  matter,  I  am  in 
ministry  in  the  church  in  Arcadia. 

Florida  because  Buddy  Keen  is  there 
Buddy  Keen  is  in  ministry  in  St.  John  s 
UMC  in  Waco  because  I  am  there.  That  is 
the  one  mind  Paul  speaks  of  and  that,  in 
my  earnest  opinion,  is  connectionalism 
Pat  Stroma n 
Waco,  Texas 

Problems  properly  listed 

To  the  Editor: 

Buddy  Keen’s  “Here  I  Stand”  article  in 
your  April  21  issue  is  the  best  and  most 
specific  evaluation  of  our  church’s 
problem  that  I’ve  seen  to  date.  His 
questions  are  pointed  to  those  areas  of 
study  which  demand  that  something  be 
done! 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  a  lot  of 
possible  answers.  Some  of  them  are : 

First,  our  training  schools  need  to  get 
back  to  some  basic  studies  in  church 
management  such  as  sound  records 
keeping  which  is  virtually  non-existent 
right  now.  Most  churches  have  less  than 
300  members  and  cannot  afford  a  trained 
record-keeper.  Most  pastors  are  unable 


TM/UMR  Hotline 

Is  predestination  or  free 
will  doctrine  of  UMC? 


Thank  you  for  adding  the  "Hotline" 
feature  to  TM/UMR.  I  am  a  babe  in 
Christ,  struggling  to  get  out  of  my  carnal 
slate  and  into  a  spiritual  one. 

The  Sunday  School  class  which  I  attend 
has  been  studying  literature  in  “Our 
Living  Faith"  series.  At  times  questions 
have  arisen  concerning  the  free  will  of 
man  versus  the  doctrine  of  pre¬ 
destination  or  election.  I  know  that 
the  United  Methodist  "Discipline"  has  a 
statement  concerning  free  will,  but  I 
really  don’t  understand  it.  Both  are 
evidently  biblical  doctrines. 

Will  you  please  elaborate  on  the  United 
Methodist  position  concerning  these  two 
issues,  if  there  is  a  position.  Also,  is  there 
a  United  Methodist  position  regarding 
the  15th  chapter  of  Luke  and  the  notion  of 
"once  saved, always  saved?" 

Ed  Mays 
Deer  Park,  Texas 

United  Methodists  do  not  accept  any 
notion  of  “<tivine  election”  and 
"predestination"  that  limits  salvation  to 
a  select  few  whom  God  chooses  and 
whose  salvation  is  already  settled  no 
matter  what  they  may  or  may  not  want 
to  do. 

What  we  do  believe  is  in  God’s 
unlimited  offer  of  salvation  to  all  who 
will  receive  it  (says  Dale  Dunlop,  dean 
and  professor  of  theology  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ).  In 
this  sense  —  he  says  in  response  to  your 
question  —  all  are  "elected.” 


“God  has  given  us  the  capacity  for  re¬ 
sponse,”  Dr.  Dunlop  says.  “Sin  is  our  re¬ 
sponse  of  unwillingness  to  acknowledge 
and  accept  our  radical  dependence  upon 
God.  Faith,  on  the  other  hand,  is  our  re¬ 
sponse  of  trust  and  love  through  Jesus 
Christ.” 

Our  freedom  is  a  “gracious  freedom, 
Dr.  Dunlop  cautions,  lest  persons  think 
we  generate  our  own  faith.  We  do  not 
generate  our  own  faith  entirely  because 
God  surrounds  us  with  what  John  Wesley 
called  "prevenient”  (assisting)  grace 
Dr.  Dunlop  says  this  grace  is  “active 
before  our  sense  of  need  for  it,  discovery 
of  it,  or  response  to  it.  Thus,  even  our 
response  is  made  possible  by  God  s 
grace.  Our  response  is  not  a  work  of 
merit,  but  a  basis  for  playing  a 
responsible  role  in  the  process  of 
salvation. 

On  your  last  question,  Dr.  Dunlop  says 
we  do  not  believe  in  "once  saved,  always 
saved.”  That  view  falls  back  into 
“predestination”  and  “irresistable 
grace.” 

“There  is  always  the  possibility  of 
falling  back  into  sin,"  says  the  United 
Methodist  theologian.  "This  is  why  John 
Wesley  engaged  ’the  people  called 
Methodists  in  a  disciplined  life  of 
spiritual  growth.  That  growth  focused  in 
covenanted  groups  called  'class 
meetings,’  which  were  a  prime  means  of 
grace.  ”  Clyde  Chesnutt 

TM/UMR  Associate  Editor 


People  —  church  members  —  go  to 
church  mostly  because  they  really  want 
to  go.  It  is  the  pastor’s  responsibility  to 
find  out  what  will  motivate  those  non- 
attenders  —  be  it  for  church  school  or  for 
the  church  itself. 

Anyhow,  I’m  thankful  for  this  terrific 
expose  of  the  problems. 

C.  P.  Dalton 

Thomasville,  North  Carolina 

Deferred  giving  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  pleased  to  read  in  the  April  28 
issue  the  article  “UM  office  for  deferred 
giving  urged.” 

As  a  Director  of  Planned  Giving  in  a 
four-year  liberal  arts  college  of  the 
church,  I  can  testify  to  the  value  of  a 
deferred  giving  program.  Without  it,  no 
denomination  or  institution  of  higher 
education  will  realize  its  full  potential  for 
private  support.  Robert  E.  Carlson 

Moline,  Illinois 

Forced  retirement  unfair 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  of  April  28 
concerning  the  injustice  of  mandatory 
retirement.  I  am  soon  to  reach  the  age 
when  the  United  Methodist  Church  says 
that  I  am  no  longer  eligible  to  be 
appointed  as  an  active  member  of  the 
conference.  Interestingly  enough,  when 
the  secular  world  is  removing 
restrictions,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  reduced  the  age  of 
retirement  from  age  72  to  70.  It  may  be 
that  when  I  reach  that  age,  I  will  want  to 
retire.  If  I  am  not  smart  enough  to  know 
tha^  it  is  time  to  retire,  someone  will  tell 
me! 

At  the  present  I  do  not  wish  to  retire  for 
the  following  reasons:  (1)  I  preach  3 
times  every  Sunday  morning  and  enjoy 
each  service;  (2)  I  work  with  a  wonderful 
staff  which  supplements  my  weaknesses 
and  inadequacies;  (3)  I  am  pastor  of  a 
church  that  makes  full  use  of  the 
resources  that  I  have  accumulated 
through  the  years;  (4)  it  appears  that  I 
am  more  involved  and  that  I  have  more 
influence  in  the  community  than  ever 
before;  (5)  God  had  a  purpose  in  calling 
me  into  the  ministry.  I  sense  that 
purpose  is  being  fulfilled  more  now  than 
ever  in  my  ministry;  (6)  most  of  all,  it's 
just  downright  exciting  and  fun  to  be  a 
pastor  of  a  church! 

HaydenS.  Sears 
Mesa,  Arizona 

‘Small  cli urch’  list  wanted 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  intrigued  by  the  request  of  C.  K. 
Madison  to  see  a  list  of  the  ten  largest 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  the 
United  States  (TM/UMR,  April  28). 
Megalomania  does  characterize  much  of 
our  citizenry  in  the  United  States 
including  Texas.  As  a  former  pastor  of  a 
very  small  congregation,  I’d  like  to  see 
equal  time  for  the  ten  smallest 
congregations  in  the  United  States. 

R.  Fred  Craig 
Omaha,  Nebraska 


Cartoon  incomplete 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  May  5  issue  carried  a  five-section 
cartoon  on  time,  talents  and  money.  I 
agree  it  was  humorous  on  the  surface, 
but  I  have  always  felt  that  cartoons  in  the 
editorial  section  of  any  publication 
should  serve  as  pictorial  editorials.  In 
that  respect  the  creator  of  your  cartoon 
completely  missed  the  key  to  the  issue 
•being  addressed. 

It  has  been  my  personal  observation 
that  a  congregation  where  sizeable 
numbers  of  people  are  dedicated  with 
their  time  and  talents  rarely  faces  any 
financial  problems.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
have  observed  that  the  church  and  other 
institutions  are  often  financed  very  well, 
but  fall  short  on  those  who  want  to  put  the 
personal  dimension  of  their  lives  into 
service.  Too  many  times  we  are  witness 
to  those  who  Would  feel  a  sense  of 
absolution  by  sharing  their  dollars  only. 
We  cannot  buy  love,  compassion  and 
care  for  others.  It  takes  part  of  our 
personhood  in  the  form  of  time  and 
Uients.  Bill  Scribner 

Drumright,  Oklahoma 

Keep  up  good  work 

To  the  Editor: 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  I  enjoy  your 
paper  and  respect  your  courage,  nor  how 
much  your  paper  alleviates  a  strong 
sense  of  being  “cut  off”  from  the  church 
in  which  I  expect  to  be  ordained  a  deacon 
this  summer. 

I  only  grieve  a  bit  that  a  few  of  our 
Christian  readers  respond  so  hotly  at 
times  in  the  “Letters”  section.  The 
undoubtedly  Christian  witness  they  are 
trying  to  bear  would  be  greatly  enhanced 
if  they  would  pause  a  day  or  so  to  ponder 
their  reply  and  temper  their  words  with 
Christian  understanding,  compassion 
and  charity. 

Again,  many  thanks  for  your  fine 
publication.  I’m  sure  it  is  as  greatly 
appreciated  by  many  who  do  not  write  as 
by  those  who  have  written  to  commend 
you  for  your  Christian  journalism. 

Russell  R.  Riggs 
Oxford,  England 


anthem.  ”)  A  postscript  in  this 
“Discipline”  also  admonished,  “Let  the 
service  proceed  without  announcement 
as  far  as  possible.”  By  this  time,  the 
order  of  worship  was  so  developed  it  was 
even  copyrighted!  (I  do  not  know  if  any 
other  church  was  ever  sued  for 
plagarizing  it.) 

The  Uniting  Conference  of  1939  gave  us 
four  choices  of  orders,  with  such  exciting 
options  as  the  processional,  call  to 
worship,  silent  meditation,  Jubilate  Deo, 
collects  and  calls  to  confession.  The 
invitation  was  included  in  three  of  them, 
curiously  left  out  only  in  the  adaptation 
of  Wesley's  liturgy;  was  finally  exhumed 
and  dusted  off  after  over  150  years  of 
neglect  by  American  Methodists.  By  1944 
our  worship  had  become  so  involved  as  to 
require  a  separate  “Book  of  Worship.”  In 
1956  it  was  again  expanded  and  revised, 
including  in  the  preface  these  words:  “It 
is  not  intended  in  any  way  to  fetter  the 
spontaneity  or  reject  the  reliance  upon 
the  Holy  Spirit  which  have  characterized 
Methodist  worship  throughout  its 
history.”  Yet,  the  chains  had  been  forged 
and  the  spiritual  desert  continues  to 
crawl  across  our  services. 

Is  there  no  answer?  Many  have 
developed  theories  about  "celebration” 
and  creative  worship  experiences,  but 
they  are  still  bound  by  forms  and 
unnatural  and  awkward  gimmicks  such 
as  the  “passing  of  the  peace.”  May  I 
offer  a  few  possibilities? 

1.  Enliven  the  music.  Speed  up  the 
hymns  only  a  beat,  and  it  makes  all  the 
difference  in  the  world.  Buy  a 
metronome  for  the  organist  if  necessary. 
Don't  throw  out  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal,  but  supplement  it  with  another, 
so  that  at  least  some  songs  with  singable 
tunes  may  be  used.  (Few  native 
American  melodies  are  in  our  hymnal, 
and  only  two  from  the  black  culture.)  We 
are  guilty  of  glorifying,  with  true  colonial 
mentality,  the  German  and  English 
hymns  of  Wesley’s  day.  Sing  more 
"gospel"  songs,  and  imitate  the '#arly 
Methodists  by  encouraging  people  to 
"sing  lustily,”  and  everyone;  "not  one  in 
ten  only."  Sing  those  rousing  choruses 
often  deleted  from  our  hymnal. 

2.  Teach  and  encourage  kneeling 
during  prayer  times.  It  was  a  part  of 
Methodist  worship  from  earliest  times, 
and  was  only  omitted  from  our  written 
orders  of  worship  in  the  1964  “Book  of 
Worship.  "  Let’s  get  the  flower  pots  off  of 
the  kneeling  rails  and  call  families  and 
friends  to  the  altar  for  special  times  of 
prayer.  Also,  invite  the  congregation  at 
times  to  join  in  praying  short, 
spontaneous  prayers,  in  lieu  of  the 
pastoral  prayer.  Call  fbtf  prayer 
requests.  Share  answers  to  personal 
prayers. 

3.  Change  the  order  at  least  quarterly. 
Delete  the  Doxology  andiGloria  Pgjpi  at 
times.  Use  the  reading  of  hymns  in  place 
of  confessional  prayers. 

4.  Allow  a  few  moments  for 
unformalized  hand  shaking  and  greeting 
of  worshippers. 

5.  Make  much  use  of  numor  in 
sermons  and  help  the  congregation  come 
to  associate  laughter  and  Christian  joy 
with  real  praise  and  worship  that  is 
pleasing  to  our  loving  Father. 

These  are  only  a  few  ideas  that  come  to 
mind.  You  probably  have  better  ones. 
There  is  still  time  for  our  church  to  come 
alive  —  but  not  much  time,  for  the 
mortar  hardens  fast  around  our  sleeping 
congregations. 

Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the/.  Rev. 
Larry  Jacobson,  is  pastor  of  UM 
churches  in  Prague  and  Arlington, 
Oklahoma. 


Give  now. 

So  she  can  learn  today...  and  earn  tomorrow. 


Right  now.  thousands  of  young 
black  women  are  seeking  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  They  want  that 
opportunity  to  learn. 

Since  1972  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  has  supported  twelve 
black  colleges  through  the  Black 
College  Fund. 

Young  adults  seeking  a  higher 
education  need  your  help.  They 
need  your  dollars. 

So  if  you’d  like  to  improve  the 


future  of  some  young  woman,  sup¬ 
port  the  annual  Black  College 
Fund  apportionment  through 
your  local  church  today. 

Your  dollars  will  provide  learn¬ 
ing  for  today. .  .earning  for  to¬ 
morrow.  For  more  information 
write  or  call  today. 

The  Black 
College  Fund 


P.  O.  Box  871  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202  615/327-2700 
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Mother  Teresa: i Holiness  is  simple  duty  ofalT 


CLEVELAND  ( RNS)  -  “In  the 
name  of  the  poor,  the  unwanted,  the 
unloved  and  forgotten  human  beings, 
I  accept  this  honorary  degree,"  said 
Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta.  The 
founder  of  the  Missionary  Sisters  of 
Charity  was  receiving  an  honorary 
doctorate  from  Roman  Catholic- 
related  John  Carroll  University  here. 

“You  give  it  to  me  as  a  recognition 
of  the  poor,"  she  said. 

The  famed  missionary  to  the  dying, 
however,  declined  to  wear  the 
traditional  academic  robe  and  hood. 
She  attended  the  convocation  dressed 
in  her  white,  blue-trimmed  habit  of 
the  mother  superior,  topped  with  a 
grey  sweater  to  protect  her  from  the 
chilly  spring  weather. 

In  her  acceptance  speech,  Mother 
Teresa  stressed  the  theme  of  serving 
Christ  by  loving  the  poor.  She  said 
members  of  her  1,400-member  order 
working  in  67  countries  “exist  to  fulfill 
Jesus’  commandment  to  love  the 
poor." 

Later  in  St.  Louis,  Mother  Teresa, 
the  diminutive  nun  who  has  devoted 
her  life  to  caring  for  the  destitute  and 
the  dying,  departed  from  a  long¬ 
standing  rule  and  talked  a  bit  about 
herself  and  her  personal  feelings  to 


Religious  News  Service. 

What  about  the  role  of  "living 
saint"  so  often  thrust  upon  her?  She 
smiled  and  looked  away.  “Everybody 
is  supposed  to  be  holy,"  she  replied. 
"Holiness  is  not  a  luxury  of  the  few.  It 
is  the  simple  duty  of  all.  What  others 
call  you  doesn’t  matter." 

And  her  health?  The  67-year-old 
founder  of  the  Missionaries  of  Charity 
admitted  to  a  tired  feeling  when 
traveling,  but  discounted  reports  that 
she  occasionally  suffered  periods  of 
illness,  including  tuberculosis. 

Owns  only  her  habit 

Yes,  she  hand-washes  her  own 
clothing,  as  do  all  the  sisters  of  the 
Missionaries  of  Charity.  And  like  all 
the  sisters,  she  owns  nothing 
personally  except  her  simple,  white, 
sari-like  habit. 

In  the  30  years  that  she  and  her  nuns 
have  served  among  what  would  be 
considered  the  dregs  of  humanity,  not 
a  single  nun  has  been  assaulted  or 
molested,  she  pointed  out. 

Asked  about  that  smile,  she  said  all 
her  sisters  “must  have  health  of  mind 
and  body,  common,  sense,  ability  to 
learn  and  a  cheerful  disposition." 
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Mother  Teresa  anti  ehiltl  in  I  9  73 


Tt  doesn't  matter  how  many 
diplomas  they  have  if  they  can't 
smile.  They  must  really  enjoy  their 
work.  A  joyful  sister  radiates  Christ.  " 
Born  Agnes  Gonxha  Bejaxhiu  of 
Albanian  parents  in  Skopje, 
Yugoslavia,  on  Aug.  27,  1910,  Mother 
Teresa  recalled  the  day  in  1928  when 
she  left  to  join  the  Irish  order  of  the 
Sisters  of  Loreto  in  Dublin. 

‘Put  hand  in  Jesus’  hand’ 

“When  I  was  leaving  home,"  she 
%  said,  "my  mother  told  me  something 
•  beautiful  and  very  strange:  ‘You  go, 
put  your  hand  in  Jesus’  hand,  and 
walk  alone  with  Him.'  And  this  is  our 
profession  —  to  walk  all  alone  with 
Him." 

In  1948,  nearly  20  years  after  taking 
her  first  vows  with  the  Loreto  Sisters 
in  Darjeeling,  India,  Mother  Teresa 
was  given  permission  to  live  outside 
the  cloister  and  work  in  the  slums  of 
Calcutta. 

She  established  the  new  religious 
order  of  the  Missionaries  of  Charity 
two  years  later. 

What  gives  her  and  her  sisters  the 
strength  to  work  in  the  streets  from 
dawn  to  dusk,  often  holding  the 


nearly-dead  in  their  arms?  It  is  not. 
she  said,  dedication  to  an  abstract 
cause,  but  dedication  to  the  person  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Dying  given  dignity 

The  dying  are  prepared  for  some 
semblance  of  dignity,  given  a  cot  and 
provided  small  material  wants  - 
even  in  some  cases  a  cigarette  or  two 
They  are  helped  to  make  their  peace 
with  their  God,  but  are  not  pressured 
to  convert. 

The  sisters  have  even  fulfilled 
requests  from  dying  Hindus  to  h.^ve 
water  from  the  sacred  Ganges  poured 
over  them  just  before  they  die. 

To  date,  about  1,400  persons  have 
joined  the  order  to  further  Mother 
Teresa’s  work  in  67  countries.  Each  is 
issued  only  one  sari  to  demonstrate  to 
the  poor  that  cleanliness  is  possible 
even  while  owning  but  one  garment. 

Support  for  the  Missionaries  of 
Charity  comes  mainly  from 
donations.  Mother  Teresa  has  always 
declined  grants  from  governments  in 
the  belief  that  the  accompanying 
bookkeeping  requirements  would  be 
too  demanding  on  time  that  could  be 
shared  with  the  poor. 


A  quiz 

What  prompts  giving? 

By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  What  motivates  a  person  to  give  money  for  mission 
outreach  through  local  United  Methodist  Churches?  The  Rev.  Dale  K.  Smith, 
director  of  stewardship  for  the  UMC’s  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Conference, 
wanted  an  answer  to  that  question,  so  he  conducted  a  study  in  his  conference.  The 
following  quiz  is  based  on  his  survey  results  from  questionnaires  filled  out  by  193 
pastors  and  337  laypersons.  Answers  are  printed  upside-down  at  the  bottom  of 
this  column.  See  how  much  you  know  about  what  motivates  a  person  to  give  to 
the  church. 

lic> 

(1)  Which  persons  give  a  higher  percentage  of  their  salaries  to  the  church?  A. 
Pastors.  B.  Laypersons. 

(2)  Pastors,  on  the  average,  tithe  their  total  annual  income.  A.  True.  B. 
False. 

(3)  Pastors  who  give  the  highest  percentage  of  their  income  to  the  church  are 
those  who  serve  churches  (A)  of  more  than  1,000  members.  (B)  of  500  to  1,000 
members.  (C)  of  200  to  500  members.  (D)  of  fewer  than  200  members. 

(4)  The  most  prevalent  method  in  local  churches  for  funding  causes  (disaster 
relief,  missionary  support,  outreach  projects,  etc.)  is  through  (A)  special 
offerings.  (B)  the  church  budget.  (C)  individual  gifts.  (D)  church-wide 
projects.  (E)  memorials. 

(5)  Which  of  the  following  provides  the  greatest  motivation  for  persons  to 
contribute  to  missions?  (A)  Mission  publications.  (B)  Missionary  speakers. 
(C)  Pastor.  (D)  Mission  films. 

(6)  What  are  the  two  most  important  reasons  people  give  for  contributing 
money  to  missions?  A.  Guilt.  B.  Love  of  others.  C.  Human  needs.  (D)  Social 
pressure.  (E)  Desire  to  share.  (F)  Faith  in  Christ. 

Copies  of  Mr.  Smith’s  study  are  available  at  $2  each  from  Discipleship 
Resources;® ox  840,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202. 
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Church’s  urban  role 
seen  as  supportive 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Churches  have 
a  role  to  play  in  the  urban  crisis  but 
perhaps  not  a  front  and  center  role,  says 
a  United  Methodist  layman  recently 
elected  president  of  the  New  York  City 
Council  of  Churches. 

“We  have  a  stake  in  the  city  and  have 
to  speak  out  strongly  on  issues  as  they 
come  up,"  said  Gordon  M.  Brown, 
director  of  development  of  the  Methodist 
Hospital  in  Brooklyn  and  lay  leader  of 
the  New  York  Annual  Conference. 

At  its  latest  annual  meeting,  he  noted, 
the  council  came  out  against  the  death 
penalty  and  in  favor  of  Medicaid 
payments  for  abortion.  It  also  called  for 
study  of  a  possible  public  takeover  of  the 
utility  company,  Consolidated  Edison, 
though  Mr.  Brown  said  he  does  not 
endorse  that  action. 

In  the  current  battles  over  avoiding 
bankruptcy  and  preserving  services  for 
the  nation’s  largest  city,  however,  Mr. 
Brown  said  he  thinks  church  leaders 
must  realistically  recognize  that  they  are 
not  among  the  big  power  brokers. 

“Perhaps  our  place  is  not  always  in  the 
center,  but  sometimes  on  the  flanks,"  he 
said. 

What  churches  can  do  in  a  situation 
like  New  York's,  Mr.  Brown  suggested, 
is  work  on  a  few  specific  problems  such 
as  youth  employment,  and  seek  to 
offset  pervasive  underlying  problems 
such  as  the  impersonal  quality  of  urban 
life. 

Unemployment  among  New  York 
youth  stands  at  crisis  levels,  he  said,  and 
the  council  is  cooperating  with  the  city 
government  in  an  ongoing  program  to 
match  young  people  with  available  jobs. 

In  a  more  general  way,  Mr.  Brown  £aid 
he  sees  the  churches  as  a  humanizing 
force  in  the  city. 


“In  New  York’s  current  crisis  the 
spotlight  is  so  much  on  financing  that  we 
easily  overlook  the  human  dimension,” 
he  said. 

Mr.  Brown  said  he  also  believes  the 
churches  can  perform  an  important 
service  in  helping  to  preserve  a  sense  of 
unity  among  the  diverse  elements  of  the 
city  population. 

Normal  political  conflict  tends  to  set 
group  against  group,  ethnic  community 
against  ethnic  community,  but  an 
organization  such  as  the  Council  of 
Churches  draws  people  together  into  a 
common  purpose,  he  said. 

In  Westchester,  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
member  of  the  Pound  Ridge  Community 
Church  whose  ministers  are  supplied  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Caucus  wants  new 
native  churches 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Native  American 
International  Caucus  (NAIC)  has  called 
on  the  denomination  to  “establish  at 
least  15  new  Native  American  churches 
per  year.” 

The  denomination  also  was  asked  to 
“terminate  all  arrangements"  in  which  a 
Native  American  church  is  “attached  to 
a  multiple  point  charge  in  which  all  the 
other  churches  .  are  white,”  and  to 
increase  salaries  for  Native  American 
pastors  "up  to  at  least  the  minimum  plus 
25  percent  of  other  ministers  in  the 
conference  where  they  are  located." 

The  30-member  caucus,  meeting  here 
last  month,  is  composed  of 
representatives  from  five  regional 
caucuses  and  from  19  different  Native 
American  tribes. 
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When  You 
INVEST 

You  and  Your  Church 
PROSPER 


Send  now  for  complete  details  on  UMDFs  rewarding  way  to 
share  —  without  actually  spending.  Write  to: 

R.  E.  Spoor,  Jr..  Executive  Secretary 
THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
Room  303-A,  475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York.  N  Y.  10027 
Or.  call  (21 2)  678-6071 


Family  agency  backs  ERA 

Women ,  ‘gay’  rights  affect  families ,  says  UM  family  committee 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Equal  rights  for 
women  and  protection  against  violence 
for  homosexuals  in  their  struggle  for 
civil  rights  are  both  of  vital  concern  to 
the  nation’s  families,  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  chief  advocates  for 
the  family  declared  here  last  week. 

In  three  separate  actions  on  "public 
policy  affecting  family  life,"  the 
church’s  inter-agency  Committee  on 
Family  Life  meeting  here  May  11-12: 

•  deplored  violence  against  homo¬ 
sexual  persons  and  efforts  to  deprive 
those  persons  of  “basic  human  rights”  ; 

•  called  on  Congress  to  extend  the 
March  1979  deadline  for  ratifying  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  ( ERA ) ; 

•  backed  United  Methodist  agencies 
which  have  refused  to  hold  national 
meetings  in  states  which  have  not 
ratified  the  ERA. 

The  31-member  committee  also  called 
for  a  1980  quadrennial  priority  on  family 
life  and  asked  that  it  be  assigned  the  task 
of  coordinating  the  priority.  And  it  set 
new  guidelines  for  local  churches 
wanting  “seed  money”  to  launch 
experimental  programs  in  family 
ministries. 

In  expressing  "deep  concern  over  the 
divisive  political  struggles  now  going  on 
in  many  communities  over  the  rights  of 
homosexual  persons,"  the  committee 
noted  that  the  denomination’s  Social 
Principles  insist  that  “all  persons  are 
entitled  to  have  their  human  and  civil 
rights  insured.” 

Further,  members  urged  churches  to 
act  as  “reconciling,  caring  agents"  to 
homosexuals  and  their  families. 
"Homosexuals  are  members  of 
families,"  their  statement  reads,  "and 
we  need  to  remember  the  pain  and  the 
needs  of  families  as  they  seek  to  deal 
with  this  issue. 

“It  is  important  to  remind  our 
society,"  it  continues,  "that,  as  the 
Social  Principles  state,  Homosexuals  no 


less  than  heterosexuals  are  persons  of 
sacred  worth,  who  need  the  ministry  and 
guidance  of  the  church  in  their  struggle 
for  human  fulfillment.  ” 

Amid  some  concern  that  such  a 
statement  might  be  "misquoted  or 
misinterpreted,”  the  committee  agreed 
with  public  policies  chairperson  Jessma 
Blockwick,  of  Washington,  D.C.  that  it 
must  address  the  issue,  as  one  of  “both 
justice  and  ministry”  with  families.  Dr. 
Leon  Smith  of  Nashville  told  members  it 
now  appears  four  of  every  ten  United 
Methodists  are  directly  involved  with  the 
homosexual  issue  through  their  families. 

Families  hold  stake  in  ERA 

Families  hold  an  equal  stake  in 
passage  of  the  ERA,  the  committee 
agreed  in  hammering  out  two  resolutions 
of  support.  “The  idea  of  whole 
personhood  for  both  men  and  women  is 
the  basis  of  Christian  marriage  and  the 
Christian  family,”  it  maintained  ,  in 
calling  for  an  extension  of  the  ERA 
deadline  to  assure  ratification  by  the 
three  more  states  needed. 

The  anti-ERA  forces  have  taken  on  the 
mantle  of  being  “pro-family"  but 
actually  the  amendment  itself  will 
strengthen  and  protect  family  life, 
members  were  told  by  the  Rev.  Maria 
Bliss,  Ashboro,  N.C.,  a  committee 
member  who  also  heads  the  pro-ERA 
movement  in  North  Carolina. 

With  ERA,  the  committee’s  resolution 
states,  "men  and  women  will  be  free  to 
work  out  their  personal  relationships  as 
always,  yet  the  ERA  will  proclaim  a 
basic  standard  of  human  rights  which 
can  also  help  to  shape  attitudes.” 

National  debate  is  continuing  and 
should  not  be  “arbitrarily  foreclosed,” 
the  committee  maintained. 
Quadrennial  emphasis 

Pointing  to  a  call  by  “several 
significant  groups”  in  the  UMC  for  a 
family  life  emphasis  in  the  next 
quadrennium,  the  committee  recom¬ 
mended  that  such  an  emphasis  cover 
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Age  restrictions  on  awards 
dropped  for  Boy  Scouts 

NORTH  BRUNSWICK,  N.J.  (RNS)  - 
The  national  executive  committee  of 
Scouting  USA  has  voted  to  drop  all  age 
restrictions  in  award  programs  for 
severly  handicapped  Boy  Scouts,  Cub 
Scouts  and  Explorer  Scouts. 

Chief  Scout  Harvey  L.  Price  said  that 
Gregory  Wittine,  the  23-year  old  cerebral 
palsy  victim  who  called  national 
attention  to  the  age  restriction  when  he 
was  denied  an  Eagle  Scout  award 
because  of  his  age,  would  receive  the 
award,  (see TM/UMR  editorial,  May  12.) 

Eight  other  Scouts  across  the  nation 
who  have  been  denied  Eagle  Scout  status 
—  Scouting 's  highest  honor  —  will  be 
eligible  for  the  award  under  the  new 
policy. 

There  are  an  estimated  60,000  mentally 
or  physically  handicapped  youths  among 
the  3.4  million  Scouts  in  the  U.S. 

New  York  conference 
wins  $2  million  suit 

NEW  YORK  -  The  New  York  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  obtained  a  $2  million 
settlement  in  its  four-year-old  law  suit  to 
recover  pension  funds  lost  between  1969- 
73. 

The  law  suit  had  charged  fraud  and 
breach  of  fiduciary  duty  against  the 
Corporate  Treasurer  Robert  W.  Preusch 
and  the  Manhattan  accounting  firm  of 
Richards,  Ganley,  Fries  and  Preusch, 
claiming  shaky  loans  had  been  made 
without  authority  to  business  clients  of 
the  firm. 

According  to  the  New  York  conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR,  the  conference  also 
has  a  $4  million  law  suit  against  Coopers 
and  Lybrand,  the  auditor  and  one  of  the 
nation’s  largest  accounting  firms.  The 
complaint  alleges  that  the  firm  failed  to 
go  to  the  trustees  soon  enough  to  allow 
them  to  take  appropriate  action. 

If  the  conference  is  successful  in  its 
suit  against  Coopers  and  Lybrand,  the 


a  wide  range  of  family  concerns  in¬ 
cluding:  a  study  by  local  churches  of 
the  biblical,  theological  and  ethical  bases 
provided  for  Christian  families, 
resources  for  the  Christian  family  in 
worship,  stewardship  and  discipleship, 
nurture  and  support  systems  for  the 
family,  and  public  policy  needs  of 
families. 

It  also  advocated  one  national'  or 
several  regional  convocations  to  focus 
attention  on  the  family  sometime  during 
the  1980-84  quadrennium. 

The  family  life  committee  also 
allocated  another  $3,000  of  its  $20, 000- 
budget  last  week  to  encourage  local 
churches  to  create  models  of  family  life 
ministry.  Guidelines  for  local  churches 
wishing  to  apply  for  "seed  money  "  of  up 


DENVER  — 
Three  ministers 
who  have  pooled 
their  skills  as  a 
consulting  team  for 
churches,  individ¬ 
uals  and  groups  are 
(1  to  r):  Richard 
Putney,  Paul 
Murphy  and 
Samuel  Kirk.  (See 
story  below ) 


to  $500  will  be  sent  to  annual  conference 
council  directors  and  family  life 
coordinators.  Guidelines  may  also  be 
acquired  directly  from  the  Family  Life 
Committee  office,  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202. 

A  report  on  one  1977  "seed  money' 
project  was  made  to  the  group  by  Harold 
Waters,  of  Arlington,  Va.  With  funds  of 
$1,500  from  the  Family  Life  Committee, 
Mr.  Waters  reported,  the  Northern 
Virginia  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Arlington-Alexandria  Districts  created  a 
“Christian  Family  and  Human 
Sexuality”  weekend  in  a  retreat  setting 
—  an  intergenera tional  model  which 
involved  some  50  families.  A  full  written 
report  will  be  available  to  the  committee 
by  July  1,  Mr.  Waters  said. 


Three  plus  skills  equal 
a  consulting  ministry 


report  says,  all  pension  funds  that  were 
lost  will  be  reci  /ered. 

Homosexual  rights  law 
repealed  in  Wichita 

WICHITA,  Kans.  (RxNS)  —  Wichita 
voters  voted  overwhelming  endorsement 
of  a  referendum  resolution  calling  for 
abolition  of  the  city’s  homosexual  rights 
ordinance.  The  vote  was  47,246  to  10,005. 

The  local  law  prohibited  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  housing,  employment  and 
public  accommodations  based  on  sexual 
or  affectional  preference. 

Wichita  thus  followed  the  cities  of 
Miami  and  St.  Paul  in  repealing  gay 
rights  laws.  Another  election  on  the  issue 
will  be  held  in  Eugene,  Ore.,  in  late  May. 

The  Rev.  Ron  Adrian,  a  Baptist 
minister  who  had  charged  that  the  law 
cordoned  immoral  behavior,  led  the 
camp^igri  to r  repeal  here. 

Texas  rejects  bid 

for  parimutuel  gambling 

DALLAS  (RNS)  —  Texas  has  rejected 
a  bid  to  legalize  pari-mutuel  betting  on 
horse  races.  With  only  eight  counties 
unreported,  52.1  percent  of  the  state’s 
voters  voted  down  the  referendum 
appeal  for  legalized  gambling. 

The  campaign  against  the  pari-mutuel 
betting  was  led  by  the  Anti-Crime 
Council  of  Texas  and  the  coalition  of 
religious  groups,  with  the  Texas  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission  playing  a 
major  role.  Coach  Tom  Landry  of  the 
Dallas  Cowboys  campaigned  on  behalf  of 
the  anti-crime  council. 

Religious  personalities  joining  in 
opposition  to  pari-mutuel  gambling 
included  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Patrick 
Flores  of  El  Paso,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  W  McFerrin  Stowe  of  Dallas  and 
three  other  UM  bishops  in  Texas,  and 
leaders  of  seven  major  black  church 
groups. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DENVER  —  Picture  three  men  on  a 
horse  —  the  same  horse  —  riding  off  in  all 
directions.  Impossible? 

Maybe  not,  if  the  men  are  the  Revs. 
Sam  Kirk,  Paul  Murphy  and  Dick  Putney 
—  and  the  horse  is  called  Creative 
Ministry  —  and  the  directions  are 
wherever  their  skills  and  energies  are 
needed. 

Together  the  three  have  put  together  a 
consulting  team  called  Ed-Venture 
Associates,  Inc.  —  a  pooling  of  skills  and 
resources  in  family  life,  higher  education 
and  organization  which  they  offer  to  both 
individuals  and  groups  inside  and  outside 
the  church  structure. 

And  if  their  style  of  ministry  isn’t 
exactly  traditional,  they  say,  it  isn’t 
“impossible,"  either.  It’s  firmly 
grounded  in  John  Wesley’s  well-known 
credo,  ‘  ‘The  wqrld  is  my  parish.  ’  ’ 

The  “parish"  of  Ed-Venture 
Associates  is  varied  indeed.  The  three 
ministers  —  Mr.  Kirk  and  Mr.  Murphy 
are  United  Methodist,  Mr.  Putney  United 
Church  of  Christ  —  work  equally  with 
government  agencies  and  annual 
conferences,  campus  ministry  groups 
and  local  churches,  a  linkage  they 
believe  has  been  missing  in  ministry. 

Each  of  the  three  work  full-time  as  a 
specialist:  Mr.  Kirk  in  career  planning, 
organization  and  program  development; 
Mr.  Murphy  in  family  life  education, 
human  sexuality,  marriage,  men’s 
awareness  and  experiential  theology. 
Mr.  Putney  in  counseling  in  loss  and 
loneliness. 

But  all  three  are  committed  to  team 
ministry  and  believe  that  the  model  they 


are  pioneering  has  much  to-  say  to 
persons  in  and  out  of  the  church,  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  area  where  they 
principally  work,  and  elsewhere. 

Young  people,  for  example,  see  them 
at  work  in  career  counseling  and  say. 
"Wow!  So  this  is  ministry,  too.  You 
really  care  about  me  and  what  I’m  going 
to  do  with  my  life,"  Mr  Kirk  notes. 

To  Mr.  Murphy,  the  workshops  and 
counseling  of  Ed-Venture  Associates  are 
part  of  what  the  "nurturing  community” 
should  be  doing.  Whether  they’re  on  a 
college  campus,  at  an  elementary  school, 
at  a  family-planning  agency  or  in  a  local 
church,  he  says,  the  team  is  committed 
to  “a  ministry  of  love"  which  comes  out 
of  their  own  commitment  to  the  life  they 
experience  in  Christ. 

A  new  form  of  evangelism?  Perhaps, 
the  three  admit.  "We  go  without 
embarrassment  as  representatives  of  the 
church,"  Mr.  Kirk  says,  to  meet  both  the 
spiritual  and  emotional  needs  of  persons 
They  are  pleased  to  have  the  backing  of 
UM  Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference,  who  says 
their  non-traditional  design  is  “on  the 
creative  cutting  edges  of  ministry.” 

Asked  why  they’ve  gone  outside  the 
"mainstream,"  the  three  admitted  that 
"there  were  no  jobs  available  that  let  us 
do  the  things  we  do  well  together." 
They’re  learning  as  they  go,  they  say, 
how  to  do  this  "tent-making"  brand  of 
ministry.  With  "an  interest  in  helping 
people,"  and  a  combination  of  abilities 
which  seem  to  mesh,  they’re  off  and 
running. 


Marriage,  Divorce, 

And  Sexual  Counseling 
A  week  of  pastoral  training  in  thera¬ 
peutic  skills,  psychological  under¬ 
standing,  and  religious  values. 

June  19-23, 1978 
Ecumenical  Center  for 
Religion  &  Health 
4507  Medical  Dr., 

San  Antonio,  Tx.  78229 
t  Tel.  (512  )  696-9966 

Tuition;  $150 
Enclosed  is  $25  application  fee 
Please  send  me  more  information 


Racial  or  ethnic 
minority  persons... 

Want  a  career  in  religious 
journalism? 

Are  you  a  Christian  and  a  col¬ 
lege  graduate  with  training  or 
experience  in  journalism? 

Apply  now  for  a  one-year 
internship  with  The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter ! 

Salary  $200  per  week 
Begin  by  Jan.  1.  1979 

For  application  and  more  information  write: 
Internship.  TM/UMR.  P.  O.  Bo*  1076.  DaUas.  Tex. 
7S22I. 

Application  deadline:  August  IS.  1978 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  4 


Fears  raised  for  Navajo  mission 

School's  future 

By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 


sparks  struggle 


FARMINGTON,  N.M.  —  Fears  for  the 
future  of  the  114-year-old  Navajo 
Methodist  Mission  School  here  have 
sparked  a  struggle  over  the  creation  of  a 
new  board  during  the  past  few  months. 

While  the  value  of  the  mission  school 
for  its  100  students  in  grade  six  through 
12  is  unquestioned  by  parents,  alumni  or 
area  church  leaders,  anxiety  arises  over 
the  financial  stability  of  a  school  which  is 
close  to  90  percent  dependent  for  its 
$350,000  budget  on  the  national  mission 
giving  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Additional  food  for  fears  have  been 
provided  through  the  glacial  pace  at 
which  a  board  is  being  set  up,  the  closing 
of  one  nearby  mission  school  and 
rumored  cutbacks  in  funds  for  yet 
another  neighboring  mission  school  in 
New  Mexico.  Further,  suspicion  has 
risen  in  some  quarters  that  the  school  is 
losing  its  spiritual  emphasis. 

The  National  Division  of  the  church's 
mission  agency  dissolved  the  school’s 
board  30  months  ago,  took  over  control 
and  installed  their  own  superintendent  — 
the  Rev.  Hector  Nevas  —  to  straighten 
out  the  school.  The  reason  given  was  that 
the  old  board  was  “operating  without 
(division)  approval,''  according  to  the 
top  executive.  Dr.  Randy  Nugent  of  New 
York. 

But,  apparently,  no  one  expected  that 
two  and  one-half  years  would  pass  before 
a  new  local  board  would  even  be  on  the 
horizon,  a  board  many  hoped  would  be  at 
least  75  percent  Indian. 

This  April,  recommendations  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Nevas  were  approved  by  the 
National  Division  which  mandate  an  18- 


member  “interim  board."  The  10  Navajo 
members  are  to  represent  four  local 
groups  plus  two  at-large.  The  groups  are 
the  alumni  association,  the  student  body, 
the  parents  association  and  Shiprock 
United  Methodist  Church.  Addition  of  the 
chbrch  was  a  last  minute  concession  to  a 
Committee  of  Concerned  Parents  and 
Alumni  of  the  Shiprock  UMC  which  had 
sent  a  resolution  to  the  division  opposing 
the  recommendations.  Four  Native 
Americans  from  other  tribes  would  be 
included  as  would  two  division  members 
and  two  New  Mexico  conference  persons. 

In  addition  to  operating  the  school,  the 
board  is  to  undertake  a  three-year 
assessment  of  the  school;  study  long¬ 
term  educational  goals  articulated  by  the 
Navajo  Nation;  the  nature  and 
composition  of  a  permanent  board;  and 
implementation  of  emphases  on 
Christian  value  development,  cultural 
affirmation  and  multi-cultural 
education. 

‘One  man  show’  charged 

Shiprock  UMC  pastor,  the  Rev.  Paul 
West,  told  TM/UMR  the  reason  it  has 
taken  so  long  to  get  a  board  process  in 
motion  is  that  Mr.  Nevas  did  very  well 
running  a  one-man  show  with  almost 
dictatorial  powers  and  was  in  no  hurry  to 
have  a  board  to  bother  him.  "He  wanted 
the  board  he  wanted  and  not  too  soon ;  he 
talked  about  talking  to  the  Navajos  but 
he  never  did  it,"  Mr.  West  alleged.  He 
contends  the  present  recommendations 
are  nothing  more  than  Mr.  Nevas’ 
personal  ideas  and  just  one  more 
instance  of  the  Navajos  being  told  what 
to  do  without  having  any  say  so. 

Mr.  Nevas  admits  the 
recommendations  are  —  almost 
verbatim  —  his  creation  but  he  told  TM/- 


UMR  he  got  input  from  students,  parents 
and  alumni  who  were  long  overlooked. 
He  said  he  also  talked  with  members  of 
the  Shiprock  church.  In  his  view  the  only 
reason  some  churchmembers  are  sore  is 
because  they  want  to  control  the  board 
completely.  “Ironically,  they  might 
anyway  because  many  Navajo  members 
are  also  members  of  the  other  groups 
represented." 

Dissatisfaction  expressed 

In  addition  to  the  dissatisfaction  at 
Shiprock  with  the  recommendations 
there  is  friction  over  the  nature  of 
religious  education  at  the  school.  The 
“concerned”  committee  see  Mr.  Nevas’ 
ending  of  required  attendance  at  weekly 
chapel  as  a  decline  in  religious  emphasis. 

The  “concerned"  group  has  rejected 
most  of  the  recommendations  from  the 
division  and  have  proposed  a  set  of  their 
own;  They  want  a  smaller  board  with  a 
larger  percentage  of  Navajos,  a 
permanent  bo^rd  instead  of  an  interim 
board,  and  power  to  develop  guidelines 
and  to  act  as  a  nominating  committee  for 
the  National  Division  when  it  selects 
board  members  for  the  mission  school. 

Dr.  Taylor  McKenzie,  a  “concerned” 
alumnus,  says  he  doesn’t  believe  interim 
boards  ever  have  much  authority  and 
tend  to  be  “hesitant  to  act.”  Further,  a 
12-member  board  with  a  more  "national 
and  less  local  composition,”  that  would 
also  be  75  percent  Navajo,  would  be  more 
efficient. 

Dr.  McKenzie,  the  first  trained  Navajo 
doctor,  believes  the  school  should  not  be 
tied  to  district  or  conference  funding 
sources,  but  should  relate  directly  to  the 
national  church  in  the  same  way  the 
Navajo  tribes  relates  to  the  federal 


government,  bypassing  counties  and 
states. 

But,  at  that  point,  he  said,  "We  are 
afraid  of  the  church’s  tendency  to  have 
an  indigenous  board  that  will  be  forced  to 
close  a  school  because  of  cutbacks."  He 
cited  the  recent  closing  of  Harwood 
School  for  Girls  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 
and  rumored  cuts  for  the  McCurdy 
School  in  Espanola,  N.M.,  as  “the  hand¬ 
writing  on  the  wall." 

The  Shiprock  group  is  the  only  one  of 
the  four  to  reject  the  recommendations. 
The  parents  association  has  started  a 
process  to  elect  its  two  representatives 
by  June  I.  The  student  body  has  already 
elected  its  nominees.  Mr.  Nevas  said  the 
students  and  parents  were  fighting  for  a 
voice  on  the  board  and  were  very 
pleased. 

Raymond  Tsosie,  head  of  the  alumni 
association,  said  they  have  decided  to  go 
along  in  spite  of  “uneasiness”  with  the 
interim  board.  “We  want  to  get  a  board 
in  place,”  he  said. 

Future  to  be  mapped 

National  Division  executive  Negail 
Riley  of  New  York,  told  TM/UMR 
“interim”  only  means  that  the  school 
itself  is  ““in  transition”  with  its  future 
role  yet  to  be  mapped  out  by  the  board. 

He  said  the  division  expects  the  school 
to  continue  as  a  school  and  is  firmly 
committed  to  supporting  it.  However,  as 
the  capacity  of  the  division  to  fund 
diminishes  with  inflation  and  reduced 
income,  reductions  in  appropriations  are 
possible.  “We  are  urging  institutions  to 
find  other  sources  of  support.  If  having 
an  all-Indian  board  would  make  funding 
come  easier,  the  board  should 
recommend  it.  Negotiation  should  be 
possible,”  said  Dr.  Riley. 


Abortion  still  raises  moral  issues 


UMs  struggle  with  problems 

injection  of  prostoglandins  —  induce 
labor  without  such  side  effects  and  are 
better  for  both  the  fetus  and  the  mother.  " 
He  said  state  legislatures  should  be 
encouraged  to  pass  laws  which  require 
the  more  humane  procedures  when 
abortions  are  performed. 

Humane  treatment  of  the  fetus  is 
important  for  two  primary  reasons.  Dr. 
Ramsey  said;  (1)  Compassion  for  the 
dying  fetus.  “We  have  no  way  of  knowing 
what  kind  of  pain  it  ( the  fetus )  feels,  but 
as  persons  responsible  for  that  pain,  we 
have  an  obligation  to  minimize  it."  (2) 
Protection  of  aborted  fetuses  that  live. 
"Data  is  scarce,  but  some  aborted 
fetuses  do  live.  We  must  protect  these 
infants  from  the  effects  of  unsound 
abortion  practices." 

Fetuses  also  must  be  protected  from 
the  abuses  of  medical  research.  Dr. 
Ramsey  said. 

"I  believe  the  only  morally  defensible 
research  is  that  which  is  done  along  with 
an  effort  to  save  the  life  of  the  fetus,"  he 
said.  Experimentation  done  strictly  in 
the  interest  of  research,  without  the 
intent  of  saving  the  life,  should  be 
banned. 

He  listed  six  assumptions  about  fetal 
research  which  he  presented  in  a  paper 
in  1975  to  a  federal  commission  on 
medical  research.  He  said  he  believes 
the  assumptions  are  basic  to  making 
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Paul  Ramsey 

By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— If  “abortion  on  demand”  is 
to  be  the  law  of  the  land,  we  also  need  to 
demand  humane  treatment  of  the  fetus 
during  its  death. 

Dr.  Paul  Ramsey,  professor  of  religion 
at  Princeton  University  and  nationally- 
known  authority  in  the  field  of  bio-ethics, 
made  that  plea  here  May  1  in  an 
interview  following  a  lecture  on  the 
ethics  of  fetal  research. 

"Many  physicians  today  do  not  choose 
methods  of  abortion  which  have  proved 
to  be  most  humane  to  both  the  fetus  and 
the  mother,  but  rather  methods  which 
most  assure  the  fetus  will  not  be  bom 
alive,"  the  United  Methodist  professor 
charged.  "When  what  was  supposed  to  be 
an  abortion  turns  out  to  be  a  live  birth, 
the  situation  becomes  a  problem  for  the 
doctor  —  a  problem  many  doctors  would 
prefer  not  to  deal  with." 

He  told  TM/UMR  that  the  widespread 
technique  of  aborting  an  unwanted  fetus 
through  injection  of  a  saline  solution  into 
the  mother's  womb  is  among  the  least 
humane  methods  available  for  abortion. 

“Such  injections  not  only  induce  labor, 
but  scorch  and  burn  the  fetus  in  the 
process,"  Dr.  Ramsey  said.  "Other 
methods  available  —  such  as  the 


in  three  related  news  stories 


decisions  about  experimentation  on  the 
human  fetus: 

(1)  Fetal  research  is  human  research. 
(2)  A  fetus  is  more  like  an  infant  than  an 
embryo.  (3)  Fetal  research  in 
anticipation  of  abortion  is  comparable  to 
research  on  the  condemned  —  "even  if 
justifiably  condemned.  "  (4)  Research  on 
a  fetus  during  abortion  is  comparable  to 
experimenting  on  someone  who  is  being 
killed.  (5)  Experimentation  on  a  living 
fetus  outside  the  mother  is  experimen¬ 
tation  on  the  dying.  (6)  All  fetal 
experimentation  is  experimentation  on 
unconscious  subjects. 

Furthermore,  he  argued,  a  mother’s 
intention  to  have  an  abortion  should  not 
be  a  factor  in  any  decision  about  whether 
or  not  her  fetus  shall  undergo 
experimentation. 

"What  the  mother  says  about  the  fetus 
is  not  relevant  to  the  condition  of  that 
fetus,"  he  said.  Until  they  are  dead,  all 
fetuses  must  have  equal  protection  under 
law  against  harm  through  medical 
research. 

UM  Women 

LOUISVILLE  (UMC)  —  In  a  straw 
poll,  9,000  United  Methodist  Women  here 
strongly  rejected  cloning  experiments 
and,  by  a  narrower  margin,  agreed  with 
“pulling  the  plug"  on  a  “vegetable" 
child. 

These  were  two  of  the  life  choices 
posed  by  Dr.  Una  Kroll,  a  family 
physician  and  deaconess  of  the  Church  of 
England,  in  a  program  on  "Shaping  the 
Future  through  Ethical  Choices”  at  the 
quadrennial  assembly  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  last  month. 

Dr.  Kroll  also  called  decisions  about 
abortion  life  and  death  “unavoidable.” 

She  backed  the  audience’s  choice  to 
“pull  the  plug,"  saying  “the  quality  of 
life  matters.”  But  she  strongly  defended 
continued  scientific  experimentation  in 
cloning. 

Cloning,  or  the  replication  of  human 
beings  through  genetic  engineering, 
became  an  issue  with  the  recent 
publication  of  a  book  by  a  scientist  who 
claimed  to  have  cloned  a  human  being. 

Cloning  experimentation  is  defensible, 
Dr.  Kroll  argued,  “even  if  in  the  interim 
period  it  means  a  real  death,”  if  the  end 
result  envisages  “signs  of  Resurrection 
life,  signs  of  the  Trinity  at,  work 
somewhere  in  the  process. 

"We  must  be  able  to  see  creativity 
somewhere  —  not  just  the  replication  of 
another  human  being,  but  some  signs 
that  real  benefit,  real  enchancement  of 
life  will  come  out  of  it.  ” 

Possible  advances  tot  be  gained  from 
cloning  included,  she  said,  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  “terrible”  inherited  diseases,  the 
development  pf  life-saving  medicines, 
and  the  creation  of  a  donor  pool  of  inter¬ 
changeable  body  parts. 

The  ethical  choices  were  dramatized 
by  various  skits.  In  one  skit  a  couple  with 
a  “vegetable"  child  confronted  their 
minister,  doctor  and  lawyer  with  their 
wish  to  suspend  artificial  life-support 
maintenance. 

The  audience  flashed  orange  and 
white-sided  cards  to  indicate  their 
opinion.  Dr.  Kroll  took  note  of  the  close 
vote  and  the  “uneasiness"  with  life-antf- 
death  decisions  the  audience  was  forced 
to  make. 

"The  whole  problem  of  the  potential 
life  of  the  unborn  child  and  the  existing 
life  of  the  person  who  is  terminally  or 
incurable  or  hopelessly  ill  are  linked 
indefinably  and  indisputably,"  she  said. 
"We  cannot  solve  these  questions  by  yes- 
or-no  votes,  no  way.  But  what  we  can  do 
is  to  look  at  some  of  the  important  ideas 
that  come  to  us  within  the  Gospel  context 
and  that  help  us  to  make  these 
decisions." 


“We  cannot  escape  the  fact  that  we 
belong  to  a  total  world  community,”  she 
said,  "and  that  because  we  are  alive  and 
fed  today  there  are  people  who  are  dying 
without  food. 

“If  you  take  a  decision  for  life,  life,  life 
all  the  time,  if  you  say  that  no  person,  no 
potential  life  should  be  destroyed,  you 
are  nevertheless  consenting  to  the  death 
of  other  people.  You  cannot  avoid 
responsibility. 

•“We  cannot  have  everyone  live  or  say 
everyone  has  an  equal  chance  of  living,” 
Dr.  Kroll  continued.  "These  things  are 
governed  by  the  availability  of  money,  of 
machines,  by  all  kinds  of  circumstances 
over  which  we  may  have  no  control. 

“You  are  in  the  business  of  weighing 
life,  the  business  of  playing  God,”  she 
said,  but  “God  gave  us  power  of 
dominion  over  creation." 

Christians  should  not  be  afraid  of 
death.  Dr.  Kroll  pointed  out.  They  should 
realize,  moreover,  that  all  life  is  of  equal 
value  in  the  eyes  of  God.  Therefore,  an 
unselfish  decision  to  have  a  necessary 
abortion,  for  example,  can  be  faced  by  a 
Christian  with  the  knowledge  that  the 
ending  of  one  life  may  make  possible 
another  life. 

Leonard  Boche 

CHICAGO  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  who  is  involved  in  directing  a 
drug  rehabilitation  program  has  written 
an  open  letter  to  Archbishop  John  R. 
Quinn,  chairman  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops, 
expressing  fear  “that  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  is  making  the  same 
mistake  with  the  abortion  issue  that  we 
Methodists  made  with  alcohol.” 

Dr.  H.  Leonard  Boche,  administrator 
of  New  Pioneer  House  in  Minneapolis 
and  once  director  of  the  Department  of 
Social  Welfare  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church,  has  written  his  open  letter  to 
Archbishop  Quinn  as  a  “Speaking  Out” 
piece  in  the  April  26  issue  of  “The 
Christian  Century,"  ecumenical  weekly 
published  here. 

"As  a  United  Methodist,"  Dr.  Boche 
begins,  “I  must  confess  that  in  1919  my 
denomination  manipulated  the  demo¬ 
cratic  process  to  impose  its  standards 
regarding  alcoholic  beverages  on 
society.  In  utter  disrespect  for  other 
peqples  traditions  and  values,  we  forced 
our  ethic  of  total  abstinence  upon  the 
American  scene  by  working  for  the 
enactment  of  national  prohibition. " 

The  rehabilitation  specialist  reflects 
that  "national  prohibition  did  reduce  the 
incidence  of  drinking,  but  it  also  created 
the  legal  conditions  that  made  possible 
the  emergence  of  organized  crime.  Our 
good  intentions  to  solve  a  societal 
p^ot>Iem  by  the  imposition  of  our  ethic  on 
others  resulted  instead  in  the  rise  of 
organized  crime.  We  are  heartily  sorry 
that  the  living  memorial  to  our 
misguided  zeal  is  a  network  of  illegal 
activity  that  continues  to  function  as  a 
parasite  on  our  society.'  ’ 

Dr.  Boche  urges  Archbishop  Quinn  “to 
reconsider  your  strategy  of  seeking  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  ban  abor¬ 
tion,”  because,  he  writes,  “if  you  suc¬ 
ceed,  organized  crime  will  become 
the  primary  supplier  of  pregnancy- 
termination  services.  You  will  have 
made  the  same  tragic  error  we  made  in 
1919." 

Dr.  Boche  urges  Archbishop  Quinn  “to 
use  your  influence,  money  and  dedicated 
energy  to  reach,  preach  and  care  so  that 
unwanted  pregnancies  may  diminish  to 
the  point  that  each  conception  leads  to 
the  birth  of  a  loved  and  wanted  child.  By 
so  doing,  you  will  eliminate  the  need  for 
abortion  services  except  in  rare  health 
emergencies." 
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MARAGOANE,  Haiti  —  Laying  the  first  concrete  blocks  for  a  mission  building 
here  are  members  of  a  work  team  from  First  UMC,  Wellsville,  Ohio  who  "caught 
mission  fever"  recently  from  a  member  who  had  come  to  Haiti  once  before  on  a 
work  team  with  another  church.  First  UMC  raised  $17,000  at  a  1977  missionary 
conference  to  finance  the  work  team  and  fund  a  long  list  of  other  missions  projects. 

EAST  OHIO  TODAY  PHOTO 

One  witness  catapults 
church  into  mission 


WELLSVILLE,  Ohio  -  Never 
underestimate  the  power  of  one  witness, 
say  members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  here  who  have  been  catapulted 
into  a  lively  mission  in  Haiti. 

The  400  members  of  First  UMC 
consider  themselves  an  average 
congregation,  reports  East  Ohio  Today, 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR.  They 
had  always  paid  something  toward 
World  Service  and  conference 
benevolences  but  never  paid  in  full. 

Then  came  February,  1976,  when 
member  Bill  Bush  returned  from  Haiti, 
where  he’d  been  part  of  a  work  team 
from  another  church,  and  challenged  the 
congregation  to  share  his  excitement 
about  mission. 

Accepting  the  challenge,  First  UMC 
paid  its  mission  askings  in  full  in  1976  and 
1977.  Then  it  went  further.  At  a  mission 
conference  the  church  raised  $17,000  for 
its  1977-78  missions  budget.  Obviously, 
says  East  Ohio  Today  in  a  recent  story, 
“the  flame  of  enthusiasm”  was 
beginning  to  burn  brightly. 

Early  this  year  14  men  and  women 
from  the  church  went  to  Haiti  to  help 
construct  the  first  stage  of  a  building 
which  will  become  a  Methodist 
Evangelistic  Center  in  Maragoane. 
Paying  their  own  way,  members  of  the 
team  also  carried  with  them  $3,500  for 
building  supplies,  $2,000  for  medical 
supplies,  $700  to  support  a  dental 
assistance  program,  $1,000  toward  a 
community  development  program  to 
alleviate  the  causes  of  hunger  and  $750 


partial  support  for  a  missionary  there. 

First  church  mission  offerings  also 
funded  partial  support  to  three 
missionary  couples  in  Brazil  and 
projects  from  the  World  Literature 
Crusade  to  aid  for  one  of  East  Ohio 
conference's  snow-damaged  children’s 
homes  —  all  this  in  addition  to  the 
church’s  World  Service  and  Conference 
Benevolence  apportionment,  the 
newspaper  reported. 

With  Haiti  team  members  still  “filled 
with  enthusiasm”  about  their  first 
mission  journey,  another  “faith 
promise"  missionary  conference  has 
been  scheduled  at  First  UMC  for 
September.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Guy 
Butera,  reports  feeling  is  running  high  to 
return  to  Haiti  and  complete  the  project 
now  well  underway. 

• - - — - - 

Holy  heartburn! 

FT.  WORTH,  Tex.  —  Cooks  weren't 
sure  what  to  take  to  a  covered  dish 
luncheon  recently  at  Arlington 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church 
here  after  reading  in  the  church  paper 
the  topic  the  Rev.  Henry  Radde  would 
preach  on. 

The  title  of  the  sermon?  “Put  Your 
Worst  Food  Forward.”  S~: 

Printers  were  blamed  for  helping 
Mr.  Radde  put  his  foot  in  his  mouth 
instead  of  in  his  sermon  title. 

(From  the  Central  Texas 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. ) 

_ 


Attorneys  argue  UMC  not 


liable  in  homes’  bond  sale 

SAN  DIEGO  (UMC)  -  Citing  the  U.S. 


Constitution,  a  lack  of  “jurisdiction  and 
venue,”  and  due  process,  attorneys  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  asked  a 
federal  district  court  here  May  10  to 
dismiss  the  denomination  and  its 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  from  a  $5  million  suit 
growing  out  of  the  sale  of  bonds  by  the 
now  bankrupt  Pacific  Homes. 

The  particular  suit,  one  of  a  number  in 
both  state  and  federal  court  relating  to 
financial  woes  of  the  retirement  home 
network,  was  filed  March  28  by  seven 
persons  who  purchased  the  bonds  and 
claim  to  represent  all  who  bought  bonds 
between  1973  and  1975.  A  hearing  on  the 
denomination’s  motions  has  been  set  for 
May  30. 

About  $5  million  worth  of  bonds  were 
sold  to  residents  of  the  homes  and  to 
church  members  from  1973  through  1975. 


The  seven  persons  filing  the  suit  claim 
they  bought  about  $25,000  of  the  bonds 
and  that  fraud  and  violation  of  federal 
security  laws  were  involved  in  their  sale. 

The  almost  30,000  words  of  documents 
filed  by  the  denomination’s  attorneys 
reiterate  some  material  from  earlier 
motions  filed  in  a  state  court,  and  break 
some  new  ground.  Total  uninvolvement 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
denomination  and  GCFA  in  the  sale  of 
the  bonds  is  stressed. 

“In  the  history  of  Anglo-American 
jurisprudence  no  major  international 
religious  denomination,  including  .  .  . 
worldwide  Protestant  faiths,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  the  Jewish 
congregations,  has  been  held  subject  to 
suit  as  a  legal  entity  .  .  .  and  required  to 
answer  for  the  acts  of  omissions  of  a  local 
unit  or  affiliated  institution,”  the  court 
was  told. 
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P.O.  Box 3247,  Beaumont,  Tex.  77704. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  PART-TIME  Full-time 
summer  youth  program.  Music  experience  desired. 
Develop  diversified  creative  programs  Collect  (713) 
946-1533.  Write:  Rev.  Edwin  Willis,  Cokesbury.  10610 
Kingspoint,  Houston,  Tex.  77075. 

EXCITING.  GROWING  1,200-MEMBER  downtown 
church  seeks  full-time  director  of  Christian 
education.  Salary  open.  Contact  Paul  Dawkins,  4831 
River  Basin  Drive  N.,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  32207. 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT  WANTED:  Full-time 
position  in  Southeastern  New  Mexico  church.  Will 
guide  total  education  program.  Good  opportunity  for 
a  couple  who  both  want  work.  Experience  necessary. 
Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev.  W  W  Hutchinson, 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  499. 
Artesia.  N.M.  88210. 

NEEDED!  FAST-GROWING  CHURCH  needs 
someone  to  do  visitation  full-time.  Either  lay  person 
or  retired  minister.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  L. 
Graben,  9915  Mont  wood,  El  Paso,  Tex.  79925. 

WANTED:  STAFF  PERSON  to  do  education  and 
youth  ministry,  starting  at  $10,000.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1225  Boca  Chica,  Brownsville, 
Tex.  78520.  (512  )  546-5364. 

SEEKING  POSITION  AS  DIRECTOR  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  in  a  local  church.  Will  receive  Master  of  Arts 
degree  in  May  from  Scarritt  College,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Contact  Richard  Pippert,  111  Whitsett  Apt.  I- 
li),  Nashville,  Tenn.  37211. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  wanted 
for  Ml  Vernon  Place  United  Methodist  Church.  900 
Massachusetts  Ave.  N.W  ,  Washington,  D.C.  20001. 
Write  (or  copy  of  job  description  or  telephone  < 202  > 
347-9620  Salary  negotiable.  Primary  emphasis  will 
initially  be  on  building  young  adult  ministry  (for 
ages  18-35).  Applicants  must  show  successful  urban 
young  adult  ministry  experience.  Send  complete 

NEEDED:  CHURCH  SECRETARY  24  hours  per 
week  Typing,  mimeographing,  keeping  church 
records.  Shorthand  not  necessary.  St.  Luke's  United 
Methodist  Church,  2408  Gilford  St.,  Dallas,  Tex. 
75235.  Phone 352-9455 between 9a.m.  and3p  m. 

resume  with  salary  history  to  Rev.  Laverne 
Kohrbaugh  at  address  above. 

NEEDED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  summer,  full  or 
part-time.  Then  part-time  (week  ends)  beginning  in 
fall  Salary  negotiable  and  job  flexible.  First  United 
Methodist,  Winters,  Texas  79567.  Phone  collect  (915) 
754-5213  or  754-4172. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  full-time,  desires  change. 
Present  position  fifteen  years.  Over  25  years 
experience  all  phases  church  music  and  drama. 
Multiple  choirs,  major  choral  societies,  orchestra. 

references  Married,  family.  Write  TM/UMR,  Box 
1076-MD,  Dallas,  Tex  75221 

HELP  NEEDED  FOR  REPAIR  and  renewal  of 
Norton  Chimes  System  Please  contact  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  527,  Hereford,  Texas 
79045 

WANTED:  DAY  CAKE  DIRECTOR  for  1.700- 
member  Methodist  church  on  Florida  east  coast 

Preler  Methodist  with  early  childhood  degree. 
Others  considered.  Experience  necessary  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  to  Day  School  Board,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  539,  Stuart,  Fla 
33494  Phone  C  305  )  287-6262 

A.  B  DICK  MIMEOGRAPH,  MODEL  525,  3  years 
old,  Dallas  Church  will  sell  for  *225  Phone  (214) 
826-2060 
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Guests  speakers  for  Conference 


Tuesday;  Wednesday  P.M. 


Bishop  L.  Scott 
Allen,  Resident 
Bishop  of  the 
Charlotte  Episco¬ 
pal  Area  is  a 
Mississippi  native. 
He  will  be  the  guest 
preacher  Tuesday 
Evening  May  30  at 
the  Louisianan 
Annual  Conference 
in  the  Physical 
Education  Center,  Centenary  College. 

Bishop  Allen  was  consecrated  bishop  in 
1967  and  has  served  the  .Gulf  Coast  Area, 
the  Holston  Area  and  is  now  over  the 
North  Carolina  Area. 

From  1938  when  Bishop  Allen  was 
received  into  the  Atlanta  Conference  on 
trial  until  1956  he  served  pastorate  in 
Georgia.  In  1956  he  was  an  instructor  of 
Philosophy  and  Religion  at  Clark  College; 
later  he  became  editor  of  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate  in  New  Orleans. 

Bishop  Allen  earned  degrees  are  from 
Clark  College,  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  Northwestern  University. 
Bethune-Cookman,  Emory  and  Henry. 
Wiley  College,  and  Duke  University  have 
conferred  him  with  degrees  —  an  LL.D, 
a  D.C.L.  and  two  D.D.  degrees.  Among 
his  honors  are  president  of  the  World 
Division  B.G.M. ;  President,  Commission 
on  Religion  &  Race;  President  of  the 
College  of  Bishops  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction.  He  serves  on  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Bennett,  Brevard,  Greens¬ 
boro,  High  Point  and  Pfeiffer  Colleges 
and  on  the  board  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  and  the  Interdenominational 
Theological  Center,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

News  briefs 


The  Historical  Society  will  have  a 
Luncheon  Meeting  Wednesday,  May 
31,  12:30  p.m.  in  the  Green  Room  of 
the  Centenary  College-  Cafeteria, 
James  Christie,  Chairman. 


Bishop  Allen 


Death  Notice 

Mrs.  John  (Margie)  Davis,  secre¬ 
tary  at  First  Church,  Alexandria,  for 
over  thirty  years  and  mother  of  Rev. 
Douglas  Davis,  died  on  May  14  after  an 
extended  illness.  Funeral  services  were 
held  on  May  16. 


REV.  AND  MRS.  REX  SQUYRES  OF 
KINDER,  Louisiana  celebrated  their 
Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  Sunday, 
May  7,  1978.  An  Open  House  at  their 
home  on  Indian  Village  Road  was  hosted 
by  their  children,  Janie  Burch, 
Westlake;  Evdessa  Sewell,  Bossier  City; 
Anita  Griffiths,  Kinder;  Nell  Chambers, 
Moss  Bluff;  C.  B.  Squyres,*  East  Point, 
and  Charles  Ray  Squyres  of  Palestine, 
Texas. 

Rev.  Squyres  is  a  retired  United 
Methodist  minister.  The  couple  has  13 
grandchildren  and  eleven  great 
grandchildren. 


Plan  to  Sing  At  Annual 
Conference?  Then  bring  your  Pre- 
Conference  Reports.  That’s  where 
the  hymns  are.  Hymn  books  will  not 
be  available.  "Don’t  forget! ! !” 


r  9  j 


A  Zenith  Color  Television  set  and  stand 
was  presented  to  Mrs.  Kathy  Baker  on 
Monday  night,  April  24th.  Pictured  above 
are  just  a  few  of  her  friends  who  put  their 
pennies  and  hearts  together  to  buy  the 
TV.  Left  to  right  are:  Mrs.  Dollye 
Leathers,  Mrs.  Velma  Hebert,  Mrs.  Ruth 
Patterson,  and  Kathy  Baker  (Mrs. 
Hugh).  Rev.  Hugh  Baker  is  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Houma. 


Rev.  Janice  Rig- 
gle  Huie  will  preach 
for  the  Consecration 
of  Diaconal  Minis¬ 
ters  Wednesday 
evening.  She  was 
graduated  cum 
laude  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Texas  at 
Austin  in  1969  and 
from  Perkins 

School  of  Theology  _ _ 

in  Dallas,  in  1973.  During  her  senior  year 
at  Perkins,  she  received  the  Flinn 
Award,  awarded  to  the  outstanding 
member  of  the  graduating  class,  and  the 
W.  B.  DeJernott  Award  for  homiletics. 

Since  graduation,  Rev.  Huie  has 
served  as  Associate  Pastor  at  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Austin.  She 
is  currently  serving  as  co-pastor  with  her 
husband  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huie  at  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Austin, 
where  they  are  beginning  their  fourth 
year. 

Rev.  Huie  taught  at  two  Conference 
Schools  of  Mission  for  United  Methodist 
Women  and  at  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  School  of  Mission  in  1975. 
She  has  served  on  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference  Worship  Service  Planning 
Committee,  and  participated  in  a  panel 
on  “Competency  in  Today’s  Ministry" 
held  at  St.  Paul’s  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  in  1976.  In  1977,  she  was  the 
Annual  Conference  Preacher  for  the 
Detroit  Area  Annual  Conference. 

Rev.  Huie  is  currently  a  member  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  and  is  a  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  for  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  and  serves  as 
Chairperson  of  the  Support  Systems 
Committee  for  the  Division.  She  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Planning  Committee  for 
the  Consultation  of  United  Methodist 
Clergywomen  to  be  held  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  in  January,  1979. 


Louisiana  students 


receive 
awards 
at  Perkins 


Among  the  awards  and  honors  given  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  is  a  SACRED 
MUSIC  AWARD  given  to  graduating 
Master  of  Sacred  Music  students  who 
have  maintained  a  high  honors  level  in 
music  studies  and  performance,  and  who 
have  contributed  to  the  community  life  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology:  Cherale 
Townsend,  daughter  of  Robert  Allen 
Townsend,  Baker,  Louisiana  is  a 
recipient  in  May  1978. 


THE  DR.  AND  MRS.  GLENN  FLINN 
Senior  Award  is  presented  to  honor  that 
member  of  the  graduating  class  each 
year  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  faculty 
and  students,  best  exemplifies  the  aims 
and  aspirations  of  the  school  and  the 
church  for  its  ministry.  The  recipient  will 
be  one  who  gives  promise  of  possessing, 
in  unusual  measure,  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  Christian  minister.  The  student 
should  possess  well-rounded  interests,  be 
serious  in  the  stewardship  of  talents  and 
be  deeply  committed  to  his  or  her  calling. 
Carol  Susan  Winn,  daughter  of  The  Rev. 
John  M.  Winn,  Monroe,  is  a  recipient. 
Carol  also  earns  a  Master  of  Theology 
with  high  honors. 

Among  the  middlers  finishing  this  year 
with  honors  is  Richard  Olen  Beckham, 
III,  Metairie,  Louisiana. 

David  William  Naylor,  Slidell, 
Louisiana  is  a  senior  graduating  from 
Perkins  with  honors. 


Archives  on  exhibit 
during  Conference 

The  Conference  Archives  will  be 
mounting  a  special  exhibit  for  Annual 
Conference  this  year.  On  display  will  be 
items  which  have  been  received  by  the 
Archives  within  the  last  year  and  which 
are  of  interest  for  the  history  of 
Louisiana  Methodism.  Included  will  be 
materials  from  the  Harper  and  Keener 
Family  Papers.  The  exhibit  will  be  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  Magale  Library,  and  the 
Library  will  be  open  from  8:00a.m.  until 
4:30p.m.  during  Conference. 

The  Archives  will  be  open  from  9:00 
a  m  -  Noon  and  from  1:00  p.m.  -  4:00 
p.m.  during  Conference  week.  Diane 
Kaplan  will  be  available  to  talk  with 
anyone  who  has  personal  papers, 
individual  church  records,  quarterly 
conference  records,  or  any  other 
documents  relating  to  Louisiana 
Methodism. 


:  of  the  UNITED 
FIRST  UNITED 


saida  wonderful  time  was  had  by  all. 

In  April  the  GIBSLAND/OAK  GROVE 
people  heard  DR.  DON  WEBB 
Centenary,  President.  At  the  service. 
Oak  Grove  affirmed  their  support  of 
Centenary  by  pledging  100%  of  their 
asking.  Mr.  W.  E.  Nelson,  Conference 
Delegate,  presented  to  Dr.  Webb  a  check 


me  at  Cen- 
nnual  Con- 
i  Sanders, 
and  Mary 


Did  you  know 


Celebrating 


The  second  family  represented  is  the 
family  of  God  which  is  composed  of  the 
individual  family  units. 


that  Houma  Heights  UMC  had  a 
"Burning  Service’’  of  the  mortgage 
papers  on  their  sanctuary.  From  Joel 
2:28,  it  states,  "Your  sons  and  daughters 
will  prophesy,  your  old  men  will  dream 
dreams,  and  your  young  men  see 
visions.” 

This  vision  was  begun  by  Rev.  Oakley  ' 
Lee,  in  1937  along  with  others,  too  many 
to  name.  Ground  was  broken  in  1939. 

In  1965  the  second  building  at  120 
Hialeah  Avenue  was  built. 

On  May  21,  1978  Bishop  Shamblin 
officiated  in  a  service  of  dedication.  Rev. 
Spiller  Milton  is  the  pastor. 

that  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell,  pastor  of  the 
Gibsland  UMC  was  the  speaker  for 
Revival  Services  at  Mt.  Mariah  UMC 
near  Arcadia  in  May.  Song  leader  and 
soloist  was  Mrs.  Norma  Simpkins,  Music 
Director  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Arcadia.  The  Rev.  Louis 
Coppage  is  pastor. 


family  life 

The  clarion  call  of  brass  horns 
heralded  the  beginning  of  Family  Life 
Festival,  a  week-long  celebration  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Iberia,  La. 

With  the  sound  of  the  horns,  families 
marched  in  procession  from  Fellowship 
Hall  to  the  church  sanctuary  where 
special  services  focused  on  the  need  for 
strengthening  of  family  ties. 

According  to  Mrs.  B.  E.  Fox, 
chairwoman,  two  types  of  families  were 
represented.  The  first  was  the  human 
family,  considered  the  nucleus  unit 
from  which  even  the  mighty  nation 
of  the  United  States  draws  its  greatest 
strength.  Since  a  human  family  is  a 
fundamental  part  of  the  overall 
population  chain  and  each  chain  is  only 
as  strong  as  its  weakest  link,  then  the 
need  for  not  only  maintaining  —  but  also 
strengthening  —  family  ties  becomes 
apparent 


that  this  banner  was  made  by  the  UMW 
of  ST.  PAUL'S  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  as  it 
was  presented  to  Dr.  Webb  April  9th, 
are  Ted  Smith,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s, 
Mrs.  Smith.  Rev.  Harvey  Williamson. 
Dr.  Webb,  and  Mrs.  Earnest  Brooks, 
Pres.  UMW. 


that  several  members  of 
METHODIST  WOMEN. 

METHODIST  CHURCH.  NA 
CHES,  are  shown  sewing  a  30  ft. 
ner  to  be  hung  at  the  Gold  Dome  at 
tenary  College  during  the  Annual 
ference.  Shown  are  Beulah 
Libby  Kirkland,  Fran  Gray, 

Davis.  Fran  Gray  designed  the  banner 
and  Mrs.  Velma  Hargis  made  the 
pattern.  Others  who  worked  on  the 
banner  were:  Evelyn  Evans,  Vera 
Breakenridge.  Fern  Christensen,  Bessie 
Vercher,  Elizabeth  Vienne  and  Dinah 
Wagenstein. 


Methodists  march  down 


Jefferson  Street,  New  Iberia. 

PHOTOS  BY  JOE  SKIPPER 


To  show  the  unity  of  the  two  types  of 
families,  the  procession  was  headed  by 
both  the  Christian  and  U  S.  flags 


Dr.  Webb  speaks  in  Louisiana  churches 


Dr  Donald  Webb,  President  of 
Centenary  College  gives  an  address  to 
the  out-of-doors  crowd  assembled  for  a 
BENEFIT  BARBECUE  recently  at 
’  BENTON  UMC.  The  barbecue,  a 
delicious  " Creole  Style"  with  all  the 
trimmings  was  given  by  the  minister's 
family  assisted  by  the  women  of  the 
church.  Benton  United  Methodist's  "fair 
share"  was  raised  by  the  unusual 


from  Gibsland  UMC  that  represents 
160%  of  their  asking.  Rev.  Jack  O  dell  is 
pastor. 

Dr.  Don  Webb  also  baptized  Rachel 
Elaine  O'Dell,  (lower  left  picture)  baby 
daughter  of  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jack  O’dell, 
while  in  Gibsland.  LA. 

FIRST  METHODIST  LAFAYETTE 
LEADERS  ARE  CONGRATULATED 
BY  DR.  DONALD  WEBB  FOR  PAYING 
IN  FULL  THE  SPECIAL  ASKING  FOR 
CENTENARY  COLLEGE.  Leaders  are 
( l .  to  r.)  Eddie  Miller,  Board  Chairman; 
Mrs.  Katherine  Thomas,  UMW 
President ;  Dr.  Webb;  and  A  H 
"Happy"  Bryan,  Finance  Committee 
Chairman,  (middle  right  picture) 


that  THE  IOWA  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH  honored  their 
HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES  with  a 
family  night  supper.  Pictured  are  Mike 
Morgan,  Cathy  Morgan,  Charlotte 
Petticrew,  back  row.  Darlene  Cooke  and 
Denah  Foreman.  Junior  High  students  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Lake 
Charles  entertained  with  a  puppet  show 
directed  by  Rev.  Helen  Warren. 

Rev.  John  Sayes  is  pastor  at  Iowa. 


5  Conference  institutions 
share  in  Foundation  gifts 


that  BISHOP  J  KENNETH 
SHAMBLIN  consecrated  the  new 
building  at  JORDAN  CHAPEL  that  now 
houses  all  Sunday  School  classes.  The 
ground  work  and  building  was  done 
under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  A.  D.  Ennis 
pastor. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Norris  brought  the  message, 
"Except  the  Lord  builds  your  house,  he 
who  builds  it,  builds  in  vain,"  and 
emphasized  the  spirit  of  cooperation  and 
fellowship. 

Visiting  ministers  and  wives  included . 
Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  Rev.  Robt 
Williams,  Rev.  George  Calvin,  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  L  McGuire.  Dr 
and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr..  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
W.  T.  Handy,  Sr..  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  T. 
Wethers,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Crichlow,  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Shamblin. 

Mr.  Herbert  Collins,  pictured,  a 
member  of  the  finance  committee, 
welcomed  the  people;  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Jefferson  and  Miss  Angela  Thomas  sang 
solos; 

Miss  Kemberly  Green,  pictured,  gave 
a  statement  of  purpose  Both  youth  and 
senior  choirs  participated  in  the  great 
occasion, 


Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark  presented  to  Dr. 
Donald  Webb.  President  of  Centenary 
College,  a  check  for  $1,000  to  be  applied 
on  the  Capital  Funds  campaign  for 
Centenary.  The  gift  was  from  interest  on 
undesignated  funds  of  the  Foundation. 

The  Appropriations  Committee  of  the  ■ 
Trustees  distributes  designated  funds  to 
the  above  institutions  plus  $500  to  both 
Lafon  Home  New  Orleans  and 
Metropolitan  Ministries,  New  Orleans. 
During  the  past  year  the  Foundation  has 
handled  direct  gifts  to  the  Methodist 
Retirement  Services  of  Shreveport  of 
$3,700  and  $3,000  to  Centenary  College. 
Many  smaller  direct  gifts  have  been 
directed  to  various  institutions. 

The  Foundation  Director,  Clyde  S. 
Clark,  points  out  that  these  gifts  and 
services  are  only  a  beginning  of  what  the 
Foundation  can  do  as  more  United 
Methodists  in  Louisiana  give  their 
support  to  the  Foundation  through 
special  gifts,  wills  and  bequests.  In  one 
and  one  half  years  of  operation  the 
Foundation  has  accumulated  in  cash 
investments  and  known  commitments  of 
three  quarters  of  a  million  dollars. 


Dr  Clyde  S  Clark,  director  of  The 
United  Methodist  Foundation,  presented 
to  Rev.  Stone  Caraway.  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Pensions,  a  check  for  $1,000  as 
the  first  gift  to  the  forthcoming  capital 
funds  campaign  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions. 


DR  WEBB  spoke  at  a  churchwide 
FAMILY  NIGHT  SUPPER  honoring 
ASBUR  Y'S  GRADUATING  SENIORS. 

Shown  lower  right  are  Raymond  Shaw. 
Chairman  of  Asbury’s  Administrative 
Board,  Charles  Barton,  chairman  of 
Council  on  Finance,  presenting  Asbury's 
check  to  Centenary,  Dr  Webb.  Jack 
Paris,  Asbury's  Lay  Member  to  Annual 
Conference  and  host  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr. 

Dr.  Webb,  speaking  to  the  KENNER 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  said 
they  were  the  first  church  to  present  to 
him  in  person  a  check  paying  in  full 
their  special  asking  for  Centenary 
College.  A  check  for  $1,639  was  presented 
by  the  pastor  Brady  B  Forman  during  a 
special  Sunday  evening  service  in  Feb¬ 
ruary.  In  doing  so.  Kenner  Church  joined 
the  ranks  of  those  churches  that  have 
taken  the  leadership  in  the  conference 
to  meet  this  conference  commitment 
toward  a  stronger  Christian  College  in 
Louisiana.  Dr.  Webb  spoke  to  the  congre¬ 
gation  about  the  future  of  the  College  and 
how  the  Lord  was  calling  forth  their 
best  and  our  best. 


Mr.  Ferdinand  Grayson,  a  Foundation 
Trustee,  presented  to  Rev.  John 
Koelemay  a  check  for  $1,000  for  the 
Methodist  Hospital,  in  recognition  of  the 
leadership  John  Koelemay  has  given  to 
the  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 
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Radio  network  and  station  earn 
‘Green  Weenies’  for  hypocrisy 


TM/UMR  extends  its  "Green  Weenie 
Award"  to  the  Columbia  Broadcasting 
System  (CBS)  for  its  recently  stated 
policy  of  rejecting  religious  advertising 
on  its  radio  network  in  order  to  keep 
"controversy  out  of  advertising."  We 
also  offer  a  “green  weenie"  to  the 
National  Broadcasting  Corporation 
(NBC)  radio  affiliate  station  in  St.  Louis 
for  its  stated  policy  of  refusing  religious 
ads  in  order  to  avoid  "offending  any 
listeners.” 

The  policies  were  stated  in  response  to 
questions  about  why  the  CBS  and  NBC- 
affiliate  stations  in  St.  Louis  have 
rejected  religious  advertising  submitted 
by  a  United  Methodist  Church  there  (see 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Are  CBS  and  NBC  not  the  same 
networks  which  sell  time  to  advertisers 
who: 

•  promote  their  beer  behind  such 
hedonistic  slogans  as  "You  only  go 
around  once  in  life,  so  you  have  to  grab 
all  the  gusto  you  can”? 

•  bombard  us  daily  with  tasteless 
hawking  of  remedies  for  "common 
diarrhea,"  vaginal  itch,  hemorrhoids 
and  bad  breath? 

•  contend  that  human  sexuality  is 
based  on  the  use  of  the  “right" 

Controversy 
properly  met 

can  be  beneficial 

A  year  ago  TM/UMR  published  a 
series  of  articles  dealing  with  the  use  of 
church-owned  property  —  Harwood 
School  for  Girls  —  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 
by  an  alleged  Marxist-oriented  group. 

Those  stories  and  the  controversy  they 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  church 
stimulated  discussions,  heated  debates 
and  hard  decisions  which  eventually  led 
to  a  redesign  in  the  way  the  property  is 
used.  Elsewhere  in  this  issue,  TM/UMR 
updates  the  story  and  tells  of  the  recent 
changes  at  Harwood. 

We  believe  the  present  use  of  the 
property  as  an  urban  community  center 
and  a  training  center  for  the  Rio  Grande 
Annual  Conference  has  great 
possibilities  —  possibilities  which  have 
already  begun  to  become  realities. 

The  Harwood  story  is  a  graphic 
example  of  how  reconciliation  and 
positive  achievement  can  grow  out  of 
confrontation  and  controversy  when 
those  involved  —  in  this  case  the  New 
Mexico  Annual  Conference  and  the 
National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  —  meet  their  problems  in  an 
open  and  straight-forward  manner. 

We  do  not  value  controversy  for  its  own 
sake.  However,  a  controversy  which 
develops  and  is  met  head  on  can  serve  to 
strengthen  rather  than  weaken  the 
church. 


toothpaste,  deodorant  or  aftershave? 

If  the  rejected  ads  had  been  narrow, 
sectarian  appeals  or  attempts  at  luring 
members  from  one  denomination  to 
another,  we  could  agree  with  the  CBS 
network’s  and  NBC  affiliate’s  decisions. 
But  how,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  decent, 
can  broadcasting  an  ad  which  says 
"Love  your  neighbor’’  be  considered 
“controversial”  or  "offensive"  while  an 
ad  telling  us  that  Cadillac  is  an 
"American  standard  for  the  world”  is 
“uncontroversial"  or  “inoffensive"? 

Blanket  discrimination  against  all 
religious  advertising  is  grossly  unfair 
and  contrary  to  the  best  interests  of 
American  society.  If  a  church  wishes  to 
pay  the  going  rate  to  broadcast  a  socially 
positive  message,  it  should  be  allowed  to 
do  so. 

Even  worse  than  the  discrimination 
per  se  is  the  hypocrisy  of  refusing 
religious  advertising  in  the  face  of  so 
much  of  the  advertising  that  is  accepted 
and  beamed  over  the  airwaves.  If  CBS 
and  the  St.  Louis  NBC  affiliate  do  not  re¬ 
evaluate  what  can  properly  be 
considered  ‘‘controversial’’  and 
“offensive,"  then  values  in  our  society 
are  totally  twisted  out  of  shape. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Measuring 

time 

By  JESSIE  J.  BROWN 

Today  I  will  not  measure  time 
By  things  I’ve  gotten  done— 

The  curtains  ironed,  the  windows 
washed, 

And  gleaming  in  the  sun. 

The  floors  all  waxed  and  polished. 

The  woodwork  scrubbed  and  bright, 
The  shining  copper  pots  and  pans 
Parading  in  the  light. 

Today  I  will  take  time  to  live 
And  savor  all  of  life; 

And  I  will  find  enjoyment 
In  all  its  joy  and  strife. 

I’ll  read  a  book  to  stretch  my  soul, 

I’ll  visit  with  a  friend; 

I’ll  watch  the  robin  on  the  lawn. 

I’ll  take  the  time  to  send 
That  long  forgotten  letter;  I’ll  listen 
to  the  song 

My  child  has  learned  at  school  today, 
And  I  shall  cherish  long 
The  dandelion  peeping  out 
and  saying,  "Hello"  to  spring. 

By  all  these  I  will  measure  time— 

Joy  is  a  simple  thing! 


My  Witness 


MAY  28. 1978 


6 1  am  sure  there  is  no  meeting 
quite  like  an  annual  conference 


By  GREG  POOLE 

The  United  Methodist  Discipline  describes  an  Annual 
Conference  as,  "The  basic  administrative  body  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  bearing  responsibility  for  the  work  of  the 
church  in  a  specific  territory  as  established  by  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference."  That  is  like  writing  a  scientific 
description  on  one’s  mother  ...  it  may  be  very  accurate  but  it 
is  terribly  inadequate! 

In  all  of  the  world,  I  am  sure  there  is  no  meeting  quite  like  an 
annual  conference. 

It  is  like  a  family  reunion.  We  don’t  normally  use  the  terms 
"brother"  and  "sister"  anymore  but  they  still  have  meaning. 
Even  with  vastly  improved  transportation  there  are  many  of 
the  "brothers"  and  "sisters”  whom  we  do  not  see  at  any  other 
time.  Thus,  there  are  joyful  greetings,  exchanging  of  bits  of 
family  information,  sharing  victories  and  defeats  (both  a  little 
exaggerated)  of  the  past  year  and  some  just  plain  gossiping! 
At  the  Memorial  Service  we  lovingly  remember  those  of  our 
conference  family  who  have  died  since  we  last  met  and  at  the 
service  of  ordination,  we  joyously  welcome  new  family 
members.  Over  numerous  cups  of  coffee,  we  congratulate  one 
another  on  successes  achieved  and  commiserate  on  failures. 
Like  any  large  gathering  of  relatives,  th°re  are  differing 
opinions  but  an  undergirding  fellowship. 

It  is  like  a  politipal  convention.  The  week-by-week  work  of 
the  conference  isfccarried  on  by  numerous  boards,  commis¬ 
sions,  committees  and  agencies.  Members  of  each  of  these  en¬ 
tities  are  "pushing”  for  their  particular  segment  of  the 


church’s  work.  Thus,  there  is  considerable  lobbying,  button¬ 
holing,  debating  (also  downright  arguing)  and  parliamentary 
maneuvering.  In  short,  we  have  all  of  the  aches  and  pains  that 
are  normal  to  the  democratic  process.  Some  say  that  this  is 
"church  politics."  To  this  we  say  "hurrah!"  By  this  process 
each  member  has  his/her  opportunity  to  have  a  say  and  cast  a 
vote.  The  majority  prevails  and  we  wouldn’t  have  it  any  other 
way! 

It  is  like  a  revival  meeting.  As  it  should  be,  there  are 
frequent  differences  of  opinion  on  administrative  matters. 
However,  I’ve  never  attended  a  conference  where  I  didn’t  feel 
the  unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  mutual  concern  for  one 
another,  singing  hymns  together,  praying  together,  sharing  in 
great  preaching  .  .  .  these  things  combine  to  create  an 
inspiration  which  I  have  never  experienced  elsewhere.  From 
the  traditional  opening  hymn  “Afe  We  Yet  Alive”  to  the 
closing  "Blest  Be  The  Tie,”  the  Spirit  is  there. 

You  see,  the  Disciplinary  definition  of  an  Annual  Conference 
is  inadequate.  It  is  so  much  more  than  the  church’s  "basic 
administrative  body.”  It  may  well  be  the  genius  of  our 
movement.  My  only  regret  is  that  each  member  of  every 
church  cannot  share  this  unique  experience. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through  which  TM/UMR  readers 
may  express  their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Dr.  Gregory  K.  Poole,  is  director  of 
the  Missouri  East  Annual  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  As 
a  United  Methodist  minister,  he  has  attended  35  annual 
conference  sessions. 


Walk-out  not  representative  of  assembly  mood 


To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  United  Methodist  Women 
Assembly  was  super  and  my  thanks  go  to 
the  planning  committee  for  a  well- 
developed  program  (TM/UMR,  May  5). 
From  my  view  from  the  bleacher 
section,  I  consider  it  to  have  been  well 
accepted.  Considering  that  there  are 
more  than  1.5  million  United  Methodist 
Women  and  9,000  in  attendance  at 
Louisville,  the  programming  task  was  a 
great  responsibility. 

It  was  a  fantastic  four  days  of 
inspiration,  information,  exhilaration 
and  education  for  me. 

The  worship  and  communion  were 
awesome  and  uplifting;  the  panel 
discussions  awakened  me  to  causes  and 
issues  of  which  I  was  not  aware; 
“Fanfare  for  the  Future"  was  an 
experience !  After  having  traveled  many 
hours,  sitting  through  three  sessions,  it 
was  exhilarating  to  be  a  part  of  the 
“warm-up.”  Granted,  this 
grandmother’s  energy  didn’t  last  as  long 
as  that  of  the  performers,  but  I  enjoyed 
and  appreciated  the  fantastic  talent  and 
energy  of  the  Free  Street  Theater  Group. 
The  total  performance  brought  me 
enjoyment  and  the  drama  was 
meaningful  to  me. 

I  am  saddened  that  there  were  those 
who  walked  out,  even  though  a  small 
number  of  the  total  group,  missing  the 
message  of  the  total  performance  of  the 
evening.  I  trust  that  your  reporter  stayed 
for  the  entire  evening.  Sad  as  I  may  be 
that  there  were  those  who  left  and  that 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

‘OFora  Thousand 
'«l  Tongues  to  Strain’ 

rron  Cv 


Bud  Herron 

I  freely  admit  to  being  a  music 
illiterate.  I  don’t  know  an  oboe  from  an 
eggplant,  high  "C"  has  more  to  do  with 
fruit  drinks  than  opera  singers,  and  the 
William  Tell  Overture  leaves  me  with 
visions  of  the  Lone  Ranger. 

But  I  do  enjoy  singing  —  or  as  close  as  I 
can  come  to  it. 

I  appreciate  John  Wesley’s 
instructions  in  the  hymnal  of  1761  calling 
for  worshippers  to  learn  the  tunes,  sing 
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them  as  they  are  printed,  sing  lustily, 
sing  modestly,  sing  in  time  and  sing 
spiritually. 

My  complaint,  however,  is  that  Mr. 
Wesley  should  not  have  ended  his 
instructions  with  the  congregation.  As  a 
would-be  singer  in  a  lot  of  different 
United  Methodist  congregations  through 
the  years,  I  feel  he  also  needed  to  leave 
some  instructions  for  the  organists. 

I’m  aware  this  is  a  taboo  subject  in 
many  churches.  The  one  thing  I’ve 
learned  as  a  United  Methodist  layman  is 
to  handle  the  organist  in  most  churches 
with  care.  For  one  thing,  organists  have 
an  "in”  with  the  choir  —  the  power 
behind  the  pulpit,  so  to  speak  —  and 
criticizing  an  organist  is  many  times  like 
suggesting  the  choir  dragged  out  the 
"Amen"  too  long  after  the  Doxology.  It 
just  isn’t  done. 

Enough  beating  around  the  bush.  I’m 
tired  of  songs  being  played  in  keys 
several  octaves  above  the  threshold  of 
pain  for  most  men. 

I  realize  that  since  the  majority  of 
organists  are  women,  they  may  not 
comprehend  what  a  high-pitched  verse  of 
"Rise  Up  O  Men  of  God”  can  do  to  a 
man’s  vocal  lifespan.  It’s  something  akin 
to  trying  to  swallow  an  avacado  pit. 

It  seems  that  an  organist  seeing  90 
percent  of  the  men  in  the  congregation 
either  turning  blue  or  just  lipping  the 
words  would  get  the  hint,  but  experience 
tells  me  they  rarely  understand.  I’m  sure 
this  isn’t  a  very  "Christian"  thing  to  say, 
but  I  suspect  some  organists  even  enjoy 
the  torture. 

I  attended  one  church  where  the 
organist  would  lure  men  into  singing  by 
starting  “P  For  a  Thousand  Tongues  to 
Sing"  in  a  sane  key.  But  then  as  the 
verses  changed  she  would  go  up  a  half 
step  on  each  verse  until  by  the  time  we 
reached  "and  leap,  ye  lame,  for  joy” 
only  the  women  and  the  first  tenors  were 
still  conscious. 

I  hope  this  doesn’t  sound  too  negative. 
Some  of  my  best  friends  are  organists. 
And  some  of  the  most  inspiring  moments 
I  have  experienced  in  worship  have  been 
immeasureably  enhanced  by  good  organ 
music.  But  please  —  not  all  the  time  — 
but  ever  so  often  —  play  one  for  me  and 
all  the  other  poor  men  with  weak  lungs 
and  high  spirits.  The  women  won’t  mind 
singing  baritone  every  now  and  then. 

-BUD  HERRON 


your  paper  did  not  report  the  enthusiasm 
of  those  who  saw  the  total  performance, 
my  main  concern  is  the  witness  that  we 
made,  as  United  Methodist  Women,  to 
those  artists  who  planned  and  performed 
the  two  hours  of  music  and  drama.  Their 
attire  was  not  different  from  that  we  see 
daily,  nor  that  we  see  even  in  churches ! 

I  recall  this  statement  being  made 
following  the  Assembly  in  Cincinnati, 
“Eat  the  meat  and  throw  away  the 
bones,"  and  I  would  express  this 
sentiment  to  all  who  were  in  Louisville, 
remembering  what  was  meaningful  and 
not  allowing  any  unpleasant  experience 
to  color  their  image  of  the  occasion. 

Imogene  Price 
Lubbock,  Texas 

Story  sensationalized 

To  the  Editor: 

The  time  was  9:45  p.m.,  Saturday, 
April  29, 1978  ;  the  place,  UMW  Assembly 
in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Hundreds  of 
women  began  to  fidget  arid  finally, 
despite  the  fact  that  they  were 
thoroughly  enjoying  the  program 
celebrating  the  ministries  of  women, 
they  began  a  general  exodus  from  the 
hall  —  for  at  the  magic  hour  of  10:00  all 
one  hundred  ten  buses  would  begin  to 
leave,  and  they  had  only  minutes  tb  find 
theirs. 

This  scene,  a  repetition  of  the  night 
before,  failed  to  reach  the  front  page 
headlines,  while  Friday’s  did  (TM/UMR, 
May  5).  True,  some  of  those  who  left 
early  Friday  were  turned  off  by  the  Free 
Street  Theater  group;  the  majority,  of 
which  I  am  one,  though  not  overly 
enthusiastic  would  not  have  walked  out 
on  these  young  people  otherwise. 

Some  had  left  quite  early  in  the 
celebration  because  when  the  "seat 
dancing"  began  in  earnest,  the  bleachers 
began  to  sway  in  earnest  also.  Some 
stayed  and  prayed,  while  others  fled 
down  the  steps.  There  being  no  place  to 
stand  without  blocking  the  view  of  those 
still  seated,  they  were  forced  to  leave  the 
auditorium. 

This  seeming  mass  exodus,  which  was 
so  vividly  reported,  had  a  variety  of 
reasons  behind  it  which  were  not  even 
mentioned,  thus  giving  a  biased  view  of 
what  happened,  which  in  itself  is 
judgmental. 

This  was  my  first  exposure  to  your 
paper  and  I  was  disappointed  to  find  it 
following  the  example  of  our  secular 
papers  by  reporting  the  sensational  by 
distortion  of  the  facts. 

I  protest !  Doris  Eldridge 

Plainfield,  Iowa 

Whole  story  not  told 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  the  article  "Women  walk 
out  on  rock  program”  (TM/UMR,  May 
5),  I  feel  the  whole  story  was  not  told.  It  is 
true  some  walked  out  (at  the  beginning  of 
the  program).  And  to  say  the  applause 
was  very  light  was  hardly  a  fair 
estimate. 

Those  who  left  were  not  there  to  hear 
the  director  of  the  group,  Patrick  Henry, 
tell  of  how  they  go  to  the  handicapped 
and  elderly  to  minister  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  inter-generational  groups.  And  the 
"chair-dancing”  was  what  one  could  do 
in  a  wheel-chair.  They  did  not,  see  the 
drama  written  for  United  Methodist  Wo¬ 
men  to  help  us  see  where  we  are  in  this 
Global  Village.  Just  as  Jesus  taught  in 
parables,  they  did  not  see  and  hear  the 
parable  that  unfolded  before  us. 

It  makes  me  wonder  if  when  Jesus 
taught  the  people  in  parables,  there  were 
some  who  walked  out  on  him  before  they 
really  listened  to  what  he  had  to  tell 

Dorothy  H.  Carder 
Sterling,  Illinois 

Arms  control  information 

To  the  Editor: 

So  far  I  have  seen  nothing  in  the 
Reporter  about  a  function  of  which 
Christians  can  well  be  supportive.  After 
many  weak  gestures  in  our  country 
toward  an  international  effort  to  control 
arms,  other  nations  have  proposed  that 
the  United  Nations  convene  a  special 
session  to  concentrate  on  arms  control. 
This  begins  on  May  23. 

Operation  Turning  Point  is  a  special 
project  to  give  us  information  about  the 
background  of  arms  control,  current 
agreements,  present  issues,  next  steps, 
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suggestions  for  citizen  action  and 
bibliography.  A  free  pamphlet  “At  the 
Turning  Point”  can  be  obtained  from 
them  at  Box  2000,  Church  Street  Station, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10007. 

A  sheaf  of  documents  on  disarmament 
is  ready  for  distribution  for  one  dollar 
from  the  World  Conference  of  Religion 
and  Peace,  777  U.N.  Plaza,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10017,  and  a  booklet  of  39  proposals 
for  $1.25. 

Christians  should  be  well  informed 
about  the  possibilities  for  world  peace 
and  should  seek  to  learn  the  will  of  God 
for  our  part  in  the  process. 

Charles  W.  Try  on 
Claremont,  California 

Rhodesia  statement  true 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Women’s 
Division  is  to  be  commended  for  its 
Zimbabwe  Staterrant  (TM/UMR  April  14 
and  May  5) .  The  ract  that  the  statements 
contained  in  the  resolution  are 
unpalatable  to  many  United  Methodists 
does  not  make  them  any  less  true. 

The  Women’s  Division  was  not 
premature  in  its  statement.  The 
“Internal  Agreement"  has  no  chance  of 
succeeding.  This  fact  should  be  evident 
to  anyone  who  has  read  the  agreement 
and  who  knows  that  the  police,  judiciary 
and  civil  servic^  are  controlled  and 
mostly  staffed  by  white  persons  who 
have  participated  in  the  illegal  and 
repressive  regime  of  Ian  Smith. 

Under  the  Internal  Agreement  control 
remains  very  largely  in  the  hands  of  the 
white  power  structure  with  one  group  of 
black  leaders  being  coopted.  Whatever 
the  intention  may  have  been,  in  effect  the 
three  leaders  who  signed  the  agreement 
—  Muzorewa,  Chirau,  and  Sithole  —  have 
taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  an  illegal 
and  totally  discredited  regime. 

The  firing  of  Brian  Hove,  the  black  co¬ 
minister  of  law  appointed  by  Bishop 
Muzorewa,  and  the  consequent 
dissatisfaction  among  Bishop  Muzore¬ 
wa ’s  followers,  point  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Women’s  Division’s  actions.  There  is,  in 
fact,  some  evidence  to  suggest  that  the 
significant  initial  support  that  Bishop 
Muzorewa  enjoyed  among  Zimbabweans 
is  now  being  dissipated. 

The  Women’s  Division  has  been  joined 
in  their  concern  regarding  the  Internal 
Agreement  by  many  voices  including 
Canon  Burgess  Carr,  Secretary-General 
of  the  All-African  Conference  of 
Churches;  the  Executive  Committee. 
National  Conference  of  Black  Church¬ 
men;  the  Congressional  Black  Caucus; 


and  a  “New  York  Times”  editorial 
writer. 

It  has  been  my  experience  that  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  as  well  as 
within  our  society  as  a  whole,  there  are 
few  people  better  informed  about  the 
political,  economic  and  social  realities  of 
the  struggle  for  liberation  in  Southern 
Africa  than  the  .staff  of  the  Women’s 
Division  and  those  United  Methodist  Wo¬ 
men  who  have  seriously  studied  and 
followed  current  events  in  Southern 
Africa  during  the  past  several  years. 

I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  the  Women’s  Division,  not  only 
because  its  members  are  well-informed, 
but  also  because  they  have  the  courage  to 
act  on  that  information  and  to  speak  the 
truth.  Pat  Kyle 

South  Bend,  Indiana 
No  ‘wrong  image’  at  ORU 
To  the  Editor : 

I  cry  for  anyone  and  for  the  body  of 
United  Methodists  who  would  consider 
that  any  kind  of  conference  held  at  Oral 
Roberts  University  would  project  a 
"wrong image”  (TM/UMR,  April  14). 

Like  sheep,  the  so-called  evangelism 
officers  have  all  gone  astray.  After 
having  been  led  by  the  Spirit  to  accept 
the  invitation  of  ORU  to  hold  its  1980 
Congress  on  Evangelism  Conference 
there,  they  have  been  led  by  the  devil  to 
request  a  change  of  meeting  place. 

Mabel  Hritz 
Wintersville,  Ohio 

Chapel  funds  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  inspired  by  Pat  Sites’  intriguing 
feature  on  Dr.  Allen  Birtwhistle  and  the 
"saving"  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  (TM/UMR, 


May  5).  In  the  interview  Dr.  Birtwhistle, 
speaking  of  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars  yet  needed,  said  the  British 
Methodist  Conference  has  “guaranteed” 
the  remainder  of  the  restoration  cost. 

My  closeness  to  this  project  and  my 
deep  concern  that  it  be  brought  to  a 
successful  conclusion  prompts  me  to 
explain  an  important  difference  in  the 
British  and  American  use  of  the  word 
"guaranteed." 

In  mid-1977  the  Division  of  Property  of 
the  British  Church  made  an  historic 
decision,  on  faith.  They  agreed  to 
guarantee  an  interest-free  loan  of  up  U 
$500,000,  if  required,  in  order  to  see  the 
work  completed  by  November  1,  1978. 
This  decision  was  made  in  part  because 
United  Methodists  and  other  churches  of 
the  Methodist  tradition  around  the  world 
had  pledged  to  do  their  fair  share  in 
helping  repay  the  loan ! 

There  is  an  urgent  need  over  the  next 
five  months  to  close  the  gap  between  the 
$875,000  United  Methodist  goal  and  the 
$659,000  that  has  been  raised  to  date. 

Joe  Hale 

Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 

Keep  it  coming! 

To  the  Editor! 

Thank  you  for  producing  a  first  class 
weekly  church  newspaper. 

I  have  just  finished  reading  the  May  12 
issue  and,  as  usual,  found  most 
interesting  and  helpful  articles.  In 
particular,  thanks  to:  Bud  Herron  for  his 
article  on  stewardship;  Sharon  Mielke 
for  her  article  on  the  family;  and  Pat 
Sites  for  her  article  on  sexuality  study. 

Keep  the  good  news  coming. 

M.  Russell  Lee 
Massena,  New  York 
Publicity  harmful 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  your  May  5  article 
headlined  “Atheist  lines  up  law  suits.”  I 
am  disappointed  that  a  Christian 
newspaper  would  give  eight  column 
inches  of  space  to  publicizing  Madalyn 
Murray  O’Hair’s  activities. 

Any  young  person  reading  the  last 
paragraph  (and  I  won’t  quote  it  again) 
could  be  very  disillusioned  at  finding 
Christian  people  putting  this  statement 
in  print. 

Personally,  I  believe  it  best  to  give 
these  persons  the  least  publicity 
possible!  If  we  can’t  provide  some 
constructive  article  to  read  —  let’s  not 
give  space  to  the  destructive  ones. 

Martha  Strive 
Hayesville,  Ohio 


Racial  or  ethnic 
minority  persons... 

Want  a  career  in  religious 
journalism? 

Are  you  a  Christian  and  a  col¬ 
lege  graduate  with  training  or 
experience  injournalism? 

Apply  now  for  a  one-year 
internship  with  The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter! 

,  Salary  $ 200  per  week 
Begin  by  Jan.  1,  1979 

For  application  and  more  information  write: 
Internship.  TM/UMR) 'P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Tex. 
75221.  # 

Application  deadline:  August  15,  1978 


Caught  in  the  middle  Glass  Squeeze? 


Sure,  you  want  your  kids  to  go  to  col¬ 
lege.  But  can  you  afford  it?  The  United 
Methodist  Loan  Fund  provides  assistance 
to  students  enrolling  at  any  accredited  college  or 
university.  The  loans  often  make  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  college  and  no  college.  The  amount  of  money  available  for 
loans  depends  on  funds  contributed  each  year.  Help  us  reach  the 
1978  goal  of  $1  million. 
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What  future  for  ‘church-related?’ 

Health ,  welfare  leaders  examine  potential  relationships ,  financing 


UMC’s  ‘Connection’ gets  timed 

NASHVILLE  —  The  timing  of  a  segment  of  a  "Connection”  tape,  a  one-half  hour 
music-and-talk  radio  program  airing  weekly  across  the  country,  has  the  attention  of 
its  executive  producer,  William  R.  Richards  (standing)  and  three  other  producers. 
"Connection"  has  been  placed  on  107  local  radio  stations  in  26  states  by  local  United 
Methodist  churches  since  September.  It  is  the  first  major  project  supported  by 
World  Service  money  from  the  Mass  Communications  Fund,  a  fund  authorized  by 
the  1 976  General  Conference. 


Aldersgate  ’78  joins  Californians 


UMC  PHOTO 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PITTSBURGH  —  The  Pacific  Homes 
"saga"  has  dramatically  raised  the 
question  of  what  "church-related" 
means  to  health  and  welfare  institutions, 
a  United  Methodist  executive  said  here 
last  week. 

At  a  pilot  consultation  of  some  90 
annual  conference  and  institutional 
leaders  convened  here  by  the  Division  of 
Health  and  Welfare  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  topics  ranged  from 
the  definition  of  "church-related,"  to 
reasons  for  church  involvement  in  health 
ministries,  financing,  board  mem¬ 
bership,  legal  liability,  present  social 
realities  and  potential  directions. 

A1  Murdock,  division  executive,  said 
the  consultation  which  is  expected  to  be 
the  first  of  a  series  across  the  country, 
was  a  response  to  numerous  questions 
and  queries  about  the  health  of  church 
sponsored  institutions  from  conference 
leaders,  and  about  how  to  prevent 
"disasters." 

While  the  actual  hammering  out  of 
more  "adequate"  relationships  between 
conferences  and  institutions  is  supposed 
to  happen  after  the  groundwork  is  laid  in 
a  consultation,  it  was  clear  here  that 
opinions  are  beginning  to  solidify  in 
several  directions: 

( 1 )  Christian  compassion  for  the  needs 
of  the  suffering,  youth,  children,  the 
aged,  handicapped,  will  continue  to 
require  ways  of  meeting  those  needs. 
Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of  the  West 
Virginia  area  and  president  of  the 
general  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said 
"God’s  people  are  in  all  of  these 
institutional  ministries  because  of  the 


Something  ‘big’ for  evangelism 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

SACRAMENTO  —  Some  900  United 
Methodists  —  charismatic  and  non- 
charismatic,  liberal  and  conservative  — 
came  together  here  May  19-21  to 
celebrate  "God’s  Spirit  in  us  all"  and 
hopefully  go  home  more  unified  in  their 
diversity  than  when  they  came. 

At  an  evangelism  event  called 
"Aldersgate  ’78."  lay  and  clergy  persons 
from  147  churches  and  a  broad 
theological  spectrum  in  the  California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference  worshipped, 
met  in  workshops  and  were  admonished 
repeatedly  that  divisiveness  is  neither 
biblical,  Wesleyan  nor  productive  for  the 
community  of  faith. 

Called  to  "turn  back  to  our  United 
Methodist  heritage"  —  almost  on  the 
birthday  of  the  first  "Aldersgate 
experience"  of  Methodism's  founder 
John  Wesley  —  participants  were  told 
"Wesley  would  be  upset  at  the  divisions 
we  so  often  make."  The  Rev.  Braxton 
Combs,  Stockton.  Calif.,  chairperson  of 
the  event,  urged  them  to  "celebrate  our 
oneness,  along  with  our  rich  diversity  of 
expression." 

Don’t  ask  which  blade 

"Don't  ask  which  blade  of  the  scissors 
does  the  cutting,"  said  Mary  Cosby,  co¬ 
founder  of  Washington,  D.C.’s  Church  of 
the  Savior,  a  congregation  which  has 
organized  itself  around  the  missional 
needs  of  the  Washington  community.  "So 
often  people  who  pray  never  get  up  to  go. 
And  those  who  go  never  know  why 
they're  going.” 

Instead,  she  urged  the  group,  know 
that  "every  person  who  is  called  by  God 
is  given  a  gift  to  be  shared  with  the  whole 
community.  Only  a  diversity  of  gifts  can 
bring  wholeness  to  the  community." 

Affirming  the  belief  that  Christians 
can  be  "filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit."  the 
Rev.  Ross  Whetstone,  evangelism 
professor  at  Scarritt  College,  Nashville 
cited  evangelist  Dwight  Moody's 
confession  that  "the  only  trouble  is, 
sometimes  I  leak."  Experience  must  be 
renewed  daily,  Mr.  Whetstone  said  and 
"then  God  can  begin  to  make  us  holy  — 
holy  meaning  set  apart  for  God's 
purposes  by  a  loving  Spirit  to  act  on 
behalf  of  others." 

"Joy  and  praise  must  be  one  side  of 
us,"  he  told  participants.  "The  other  side 
must  be  deeply  hurt  at  the  suffering  in 
God’s  world  " 

Tracing  the  gifts 

Tracing  the  gifts  that  Paul  lists  in  the 
New  Testament,  the  Rev.  Donald  L 
Gelpi,  S.  J.,  Berkeley.  Calif.,  said  gifts  — 
whether  of  tongues,  prophecy,  healing, 
discerning,  acting  —  are  never  given 
individually  but  always  in  community 
"If  any  gift  is  absent,  consciousness  of 
the  presence  of  God  is  lessened,"  he 
warned. 

Divisiveness  comes,  he  said,  because 
"every  human  ego  is  slightly  neurotic, 
and  "our  neuroticism  makes  us  rigid, 
anxious,  angry.  There  are  neuroses  in  all 
communities:  don't  lay  them  just  on  the 
charismatics.  Let  the  non-neurotic  cast 
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the  first  stone!"  True  gifts  heal  human 
beings,  Fr.  Gelpi  said,  "but  if  they're 
neuroses,  they're  not  gifts."  An  ordained 
priest  and  a  faculty  member  at  the  Jesuit 
School  of  Theology  in  Berkeley,  he  is 
nationally  known  in  the  charismatic 
movement  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Later,  at  one  of  25  workshops  on  topics 
ranging  from  the  gift  of  tongues  and 
healing  to  innovative  worship  and 
women’s  liberation,  the  Rev.  Braxton 
Combs  said  he  sees  a  great  need  to 
"legitimize"  the  charismatic  movement 
in  two  senses:  1)  to  make  charismatic 

Justice  is 
sought  by 
Indians 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMC)  -  Some  35 
persons  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  other  Indian  groups  have 
challenged  both  the  church  and 
governments  to  work  at  protection  and 
development,  so  "we  can  begin  the  long 
journey  towards  a  better  life  for  all 
peoples." 

The  two-day  seminar  here  May  11-13 
was  called  by  the  church's  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference  and  its 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  examine 
and  seek  greater  understanding  of  issues 
related  to  Native  Americans.  It  was 
reported  to  be  the  first  such 
consideration  of  "global  awareness"  by 
the  conference  as  well  as  the  first 
involving  discussions  between  Christian 
and  "Traditional"  (non-Christian) 
Indians. 

They  found  both  their  problems  and  the 
possible  solutions  are  international  in 
scope,  especially  in  the  light  of  new 
realization  that  the  million-plus  Indians 
in  the  United  States  are  a  small  portion  of 
approximately  50  million  Indians  in  this 
hemisphere,  and  in  light  of  repeated 
assertions  that  "the  Indian  wars  are  still 
going  on"  and  "no  U.S.  law  protects  us." 

The  participants  adopted  a  statement 
which  acknowledged  that  "we  are  faced 
with  bodies  of  law  and  concepts  of  justice 
that  do  not  take  into  account  our  basic 
right  to  exist  as  a  people"  and  expressed 
shock  that  the  U.S.  "still  follows  policies 
that  legalize  the  theft  of  our  lands,  the 
destruction  of  our  communities,  and 
ultimately  the  collapse  of  our  existence 
as  a  people." 

The  statement  called  it  the  church's 
obligation  to  "educate  its  membership 
and  the  American  public  about  the  threat 
to  the  existence  of  Native  Peoples,  to  act 
as  an  advocate  for  their  struggles  and  to 
support  their  efforts  to  develop  economic 
self-sufficiency." 

How  the  Indian  experience  is 
influencing  United  Methodism’s  global 
work  was  discussed  by  the  Rev.  Tracey 
K.  Jones.  Jr.,  chief  executive  of  the 
denomination's  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Dr.  Jones  pointed  to  five 
global  trends  and  influences: 

•  growing  repression  among  most 
governments.  "How  we  deal  with 
Indians"  relates  to  the  church’s 
confronting  this  trend  on  the  basis  of 
freedom. 

•  growing  fatigue  and  disillusionment 
among  the  prosperous  concerning  efforts 
at  social  change. 

•  alienation  between  people  of  the 
world's  great  religions,  since  all  are  now 
global  "Are  you  reflecting  Christian 
spirit  if  you  can't  talk  with  them  with 
reverence  and  respect?  ’ ’ 

•  awareness  that  the  global  society  has 
arrived,  but  "Americans  may  not  be 
ready  for  it." 

•  growing  hunger  for  mystery  and 
transcendence,  with  realization  of  the 
"possibility  that  the  human  race  will  not 
survive." 


expression  "legitimate"  in  the  eyes  of 
the  church;  and  2)  to  help  charismatic 
persons  understand  the  "legitimate" 
need  to  be  involved  in  the  suffering  in  the 
world.  In  the  workshop,  called 
"Confessions  of  a  Would-Be  Liberal," 
Mr.  Combs  traced  his  own  faith  journey 
to  a  day  in  1973  when  he  received  the  gift 
of  tongues. 

"Because  of  what  God  has  done  in  my 
life,"  he  said,  "I  hope  I  can  help 
reconcile  the  differences  among 
Christians"  —  one  of  which,  he  admitted, 
is  the  concern  over  speaking  in  tongues. 
Trouble  comes,  he  said,  when  “we  set  up 
hierarchies  of  righteousness  and 
authority,  When  we  mix  pride  with  our 
gifts,  we  get  in  trouble."  Mr.  Combs  is 
pastor  of  Holy  Cross  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Stockton. 

Together  at  least  in  the  worship 
experiences  of  the  weekend,  participants 
in  the  event  apparently  enjoyed 
"community"  through  the  songs  and 
witness  of  the  Fisherfolk,  a  team  of 
young  dancers,  singers  and  actors  who 
are  a  part  of  the  Community  of 
Celebration  in  Woodland  Park,  Col.  They 
also  saw  a  re-enactment  of  John 
Wesley’s  life  by  the  M.A.S.C.  Plavers. 
Methodist  Actors  Serving  the  Church  in 
Northern  California. 

At  best,  said  conference  council 
director  the  Rev.  George  Carter,  some 
bridges  were  built  during  the  weekend 
Since  1974,  he  said,  "there  has  been  a 
demand  throughout  the  conference  to  do 
something  big  together  in  the  name  of 
evangelism."  People  are  seeking 
renewal  in  their  spiritual  lives,  a  number 
of  conference  leaders  agreed,  and 
persons  "on  one  side"  are  drawing  on  the 
freedom  and  spontaneity  of  expression 
fRom  "the  other  side."  The  time  was 
right,  Mr.  Carter  believes,  to  get  both 
sides  together. 

How  many  bridges  were  actually  built 
is  hard  to  say,  one  San  Jose  pastor  told 
TM/UMR.  but  the  experience  was  at  the 
very  least  "spiritually  enriching." 

Priority  fund 
boosts  Indian 


example  of  Christ.  The  church  has 
traditionally  and  historically  been 
committed  to  meeting  the  needs  of 
people  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
Adjustments  may  need  to  be  made, 
however,  to  improve  the  ways  we 
respond  to  human  need,"  he  concluded. 

(2)  Institutions  need  to  be  more 
creative  in  meeting  new  needs.  James  I. 
Melhorn,  administrator  of  the  Methodist 
Home  here,  said  church  homes  are 
traditionally  limited  to  providing  housing 
with  services  and  skilled  nursing  for 
long-term  residents. 

Looking  beyond  this,  however,  are 
numerous  needed  services  both  to  short¬ 
term  residents  and  non-residents  which 
could  be  provided,  such  as  night  care, 
rehabilitation  services,  vacation 
services,  terminal  care,  a  day  health 
care  center,  transportation,  crisis 
intervention,  meals  on  wheels,  home 
health  care,  shoppers  service,  and  many 
more. 

Financial  management  boosted 

(3)  Institutions  that  are  going  to  stay 
in  business  need  professional  financial 
management. 

Charles  K.  Dilgard,  administrator  and 
treasurer  of  the  Otterbein  Home  in 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  reported  that  after 
reviewing  most  of  the  United  Methodist 
facilities  that  have  had  financial  trouble 
in  past  years, he  has  found  a  pattern  of 
problems: 

•  a  lack  of  financial  management 
skills; 

•  continuation  of  "life  care  contracts” 
long  after  these  programs  became 
extremely  difficult  to  operate; 

•  excessive  indebtedness ; 

•  lack  of  a  close  relationship  to  the 
church. 

"We  have  frankly  neglected  the  whole 
area  of  financial  responsibility  and  have 
not  put  enough  emphasis  on  the  skills 
needed  in  the  financial  management  for 
our  institutions,"  he  concluded.  He  re¬ 
emphasized  the  need  for  "skilled 
management  personnel  related  to  each 
institution." 

(4)  The  best  protection  for  an 
institution  is  an  effective  board  of 
directors  —  the  legally  responsible 
entity. 

Eugene  T.  Hackler,  an  attorney  from 
Olathe,  Kans.  and  a  Lutheran  layman 


‘For  all  the 
saints  . . 

GLENDORA,  Calif.  -  All  the  rooms 
of  the  Glendora  United  Methodist 
Church  have  been  renamed  to  honor 
both  old  and  contemporary  saints  of 
the  church. 

The  first  floor  kitchenette  is  now  the 
Brother  Lawrence  Room  because  "he 
peeled  potatoes  for  the  glory  of  God.  " 
The  minister’s  office  is  now  the 
Richard  Niebuhr  Room  due  to  the 
influence  of  this  theologian  on  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Don  Jessup. 

The  supply  room,  because  "it 
swallows  everything,"  is  now  Jonah's 
Whale,  and  the  bride’s  room  is  named 
for  the  first  bride  married  at  the 
church  —  the  Margaret  Sellers  Room. 

Charles  Wesley  lays  claim  to  the 
choir  room  Jeremiah,  who  received 
his  call  from  God  as  a  youth,  reigns 
over  the  senior  high  room. 

Mary  and  Martha  dominate  the 
main  kitchen  and  the  Galilean  Hall  is 
where  the  present  day  disciples  dine. 

And  since  every  church  must  have 
one  —  the  junk  room  is  the  Dead  Sea ! 

Matthew  claims  the  finance  office, 
Thomas  Edison  watches  over  the 
audio-visuals,  and  the  junior  high 
basement  room  is  the  Catacombs. 

Various  classrooms  bear  the  names 
of  Frank  Laubach,  Albert  Schweitzer, 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  St.  Francis  of 
Assissi,  John  Wesley  and  John  Calvin. 

This  news  item  first  appeared  in 
Circuit  West,  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 


who  has  specialized  in  laws  affecting 
non-profit  institutions,  said  these  boards 
have  more  responsibility  than  ever 
before. 

Also,  while  the  law  imposes  strict 
responsibilities  upon  directors  of  all 
corporations,  an  even  higher  standard  of 
care  and  loyalty  is  imposed  upon 
directors  and  trustees  of  charitable 
corporations.  Ignorance  of,  or  failure  to 
fulfill,  these  fiduciary  responsibilities 
will  likely  result  in  liability  of  the  home 
corporation,  and  possible,  the  individual 
director  or  trustee. 

Mr.  Hackler  said  board  selection  is  of 
critical  importance.  "The  biggest  danger 
is  over-use  of  good  churchmen'  or 
pastors  on  boards.  A  person  should  have 
something  more  to  offer." 

(5)  "Church-related"  is  going  to  mean 
somewhat  different  things  to  different 
annual  conferences  and  differing 
institutions. 

For  example,  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  according  to  Daniel  Farley, 
director  of  social  services,  holds  title  to 
its  three  agencies  through  the  Division  of 
Health  and  Welfare.  This  conference  is 
fully  behind  its  institutional  ministries 
and  expects  to  provide  help  to  them  and 
expects  these  arms  of  the  local  church  to 
be  accountable  to  the  conference. 

On  the  other  hand,  is  another  trend 
toward  a  “covenant"  relationship 
between  institutions  and  the  church  such 
as  one  explained  here  between  Wesley 
Medical  Center  in  Wichita,  Kans.  and  the 
Kansas  West  Conference. 

James  E.  Lansdowne  II,  a  senior  vice 
president  of  the  center,  said  a 
"covenant”  establishes  a  relationship 
but  not  possessive  ownership.  "We  have 
to  find  ways  to  say  we’re  in  mission 
together  whether  or  not  it  is  in  dollars," 
he  said  and  compared  it  to  a  relationship 
between  a  parent  and  a  grown-up  child. 
Mr.  Lansdowne  said  this  is  particularly 
important  in  relation  to  large  institutions 
that  frequently  have  budgets  many  times 
larger  than  that  of  an  annual  conference. 

Indictments 
at  college  to 
be  dropped 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
MARSHALL,  Tex.  —  The  federal 
government  has  agreed  to  recommend 
that  charges  of  embezzlement  filed 
against  the  president  and  two  former 
financial  officers  of  a  United  Methodist- 
related  college  here  be  dropped. 

In  a  settlement  worked  out  May  16 
during  a  closed  hearing,  indictments 
passed  down  by  a  federal  grand  jury  last 
September  were  recommended  for 
dismissal  in  the  cases  of  Robert  E.  Hayes 
Sr.,  president  of  Wiley  College;  George 
W.  Merchant,  former  chief  accountant  of 
the  college;  and  Bhagwan  F.  Gupta, 
former  vice  president  for  administration 
and  fiscal  affairs. 

The  three  had  been  accused  in  the 
grand  jury  indictment  with  "conspiring 
to  embezzle,  steal  and  convert  to  their 
own  use  and  the  use  of  others  $255,948"  in 
federal  education  funds  over  a  three  year 
period. 

In  agreeing  to  recommend  that  the 
indictments  be  dropped,  the  federal 
government  affirmed  the  results  of  an 
investigation  which  showed  that 
"although  there  were  improper  transfers 
of  funds  among  the  college's  restricted 
fund  accounts,  there  was  no  evidence  of 
conversion,  embezzlement  or  diversion 
of  funds  by  the  officers  or  staff  of  Wiley 
College  for  personal  use.  " 

As  a  part  of  the  settlement  Wiley 
College  will  repay  funds  to  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  Negotiators,  however,  are  yet 
to  agree  on  the  amount  actually 
improperly  channeled  at  Wiley. 

Formal  dropping  of  the  indictments 
will  be  delayed  until  the  U.S.  Attorney  in 
charge  of  the  case  is  available  to  take  the 
action.  He  is  presently  out  of  the  country. 


pastors9 salaries  the  church  today 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  A  $1,000  raise  for 
every  full-time  pastor  in  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference  has  been 
projected  for  1978,  thanks  largely  to  a 
$60,000  boost  from  the  UMC’s  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  missional  pri¬ 
ority. 

A  $400  raise  is  set  for  the  62  Native 
American  ministers  by  July  1,  according 
to  the  conference  council  director,  the 
Rev.  David  Adair.  The  remainder  is 
expected  by  the  end  of  1978  The  salary 
supplements  will  come  from  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  missional  priority  funds,  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  National 
Division’s  Parish  Partner  program  and 
"other  sources,"  Mr.  Adair  told 
TM/  UMR 

The  conference’s  current  cash  salary 
scale  —  one  of  the  lowest  in  the 
denomination  —  is  set  at  $6,600  for  the  32 
ministers  in  full  connection,  $6,200  for  25 
associate  members  of  the  annual 
conference  and  $5,800  for  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  five  probationary  members.  Prior 
to  the  1977  annual  conference,  minimum 
salary  for  ministers  in  full  connection 
was  only  $6,000,  Mr.  Adair  said. 

Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  mis¬ 
sional  priority  funds  will  also  provide 
salary  supplements  for  two  other  annual 
conferences  —  $49,000  for  Puerto  Rico 
and  $42,000  for  Rio  Grande  —  according 
Peter  Chenn,  who  heads  the  National 
Division's  ethnic  and  parish  ministries 
unit. 


Multi-ethnic  training  center 
founded  at  UM  school 

MADISON,  N.J.  (RNS)  -  A  Multi- 
Ethnic  Recruitment  and  Training  Center 
is  being  established  at  Drew  University 
here  by  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Set  to  open  Sept,  l,  it  will  recruit 
members  of  ethnic  minorities  in  the 
Northeast  for  the  ministry,  identify  and 
support  field-work  opportunities  for 
ethnic  seminarians,  develop  in-service 
training  programs  in  the  field  for  ethnic 
pastors  and  lay  persons,  and  help  ethnic 
pastors  achieve  full  and  official  standing 
as  ministers. 

The  center  will  serve  all  12  annual 
(regional)  conferences  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  denomination's 
Northeast  Jurisdiction. 

United  Methodist  ethnic  centers  have 
already  been  established  for  Hispanics  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  for 
Native  Americans  at  Scarritt  College  in 
Nashville,  and  for  Asian-Americans  at 
Claremont  (Calif. )  School  of  Theology. 

Minister  exchange  largest 
in  32-year  history 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMC)  - 
This  summer’s  ministerial  exchange 
sponsored  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council  will  be  the  largest  in  its  32-year 
history  and  will  include  several  "firsts," 
one  official  has  announced  here. 

The  Rev.  Russell  L.  Young  Jr., 
exchange  coordinator,  said  88  ministers 


and  their  families  will  take  part.  The 
series  began  in  1946  with  a  single 
exchange. 

Included  this  summer  will  be  the  first 
exchange  between  an  American  district 
Superintendent  and  a  British  district 
chairman,  the  first  between  two  women 
ministers,  and  the  first  between 
American  and  Swedish  and  American 
and  German  pastors.  Most  of  the 
exchanges  will  be  for  six  weeks. 

The  United  Kingdom  ministers  come 
from  all  parts  of  England  as  well  as 
Northern  Ireland,  Wales  and  the  Isle  of 
Man.  Americans  participating  will  come 
from  23  states. 

New  call  issued  for  sponsors  to 
settle  refugees 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  issued  a  call  for 
a  masive  effort  for  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  help  in  settling  between  8,000 
and  10,000  refugees  expected  to  arrive  in 
the  U.S.  this  year. 

The  new  figure,  about  three  times  that 
aided  last  year,  was  set  because  of  a 
recent  Carter  Administration  decision  to 
admit  an  estimated  38,000  "emergency" 
refugees  this  year  in  addition  to  the 
normal  flow  of  17,400. 

Nancy  L.  Nicalo,  director  of  CWS 
immigration  and  refugee  programs,  said 
some  2,000  Protestants  and  Orthodox 
churches  must  be  enlisted  to  make  the 
effort  succeed. 


But^  he  said,  "we  still  want 
relationship." 

Central  Pennsylvania  Conference  is 
believed  to  have  the  most  idyllic 
relationship  to  its  institutions  at  the 
moment.  Kenneth  Plummer, 
chairperson  of  health  and  welfare 
ministries  for  Central  Pennsylvania, 
said  every  local  church  has  the  five 
institutions  of  the  conference  in  its 
budget  and  the  emphasis  is  on 
institutions  as  an  outreach  ministry  of 
each  local  church. 

Six  United 

Methodists 

rescued 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  Six  members  of  three 
United  Methodist  missionary  families 
trapped  in  Kolwezi,  Zaire,  when  rebels 
seized  the  area  May  11  have  been  flown 
to  safety,  according  to  word  reaching 
mission  officials  here  May  20. 

Safely  evacuated  from  the  battle  zone 
were  Lorraine  (Mrs  Ken  D  >  Enright; 
her  13-year-old  daughter.  Elinda;  her 
son.  John,  and  his  wife.  Kendra;  and 
Harold  W.  and  Elsie  Armstutz. 

Early  reports  were  sketchy,  but  the 
Enright  family  apparently  was  rescued 
when  Ken  Enright  —  a  missionary  pilot 
who  was  out  of  the  city  when  it  was 
overrun  —  flew  back  into  the  area  behind 
counterattacking  French  Foreign  Legion 
paratroopers.  Mr.  Enright  reportedly 
flew  the  family  to  Lubumbashi,  a  city 
outside  the  war  zone,  and  telegraphed 
relatives  in  the  U.S.  that  no  one  was 
injured. 

It  was  not  immediately  clear  how  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Armstutz  escaped,  but  word 
was  received  that  they  had  reached 
Belgium  via  another  rescue  plane. 

Kolwezi  is  in  the  southern  Zaire 
province  of  Shaba  where  United 
Methodist  missionary  Glen  J  R. 
Eschtruth  of  Roseville,  Michigan,  was 
executed  by  rebel  insurgents  in  a  similar 
invasion  a  year  ago.  During  that 
invasion,  Dr  Eschtruth,  his  wife  and 
seven  other  United  Methodist 
missionaries  were  held  under  house 
arrest  for  more  than  two  months.  None  of 
those  missionaries  were  among  those 
trapped  in  the  most  recent  invasion. 

The  insurgents  have  been  identified  as 
Katanganese  rebels  based  in  Angola  and 
trained  by  Cuban  military  personnel 
there.  The  rebels  are  said  to  be  mainly 
members  of  the  Lunda  tribe,  which  fled 
from  Zaire  to  Angola  after  the  Katangan 
(now  Shaba  Province)  secession  attempt 
led  by  the  late  Moise  Tshombe  was 
crushed  in  the  1960's. 


WEST  FRONT  FACING  WATER 

ASBURY  TOWERS 

Dept.  TM_ 

1533  Fourth  Avenue,  West 

BRADENTON,  FLORIDA  33505 
TEL.  813/747-1881 

From  these  private  and  public  bal 
conies  you  can  look  over  blue! 
waters  and  green  trees  the  year 
'round  and  watch  the  day  douse  its; 
big  red  lamp  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  put  itself  to  bed  for  the  night. 

That's  but  oneofthenice things 
about  living  in  this  lovely  RETIRE¬ 
MENT  RESIDENCE  on  the  wesj 
coast  of  Florida.  Asbury  Towers  is 
a  non-profit,  non-sectarian  ministry 
of  the  Sarasota  District  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
available  to  persons  age  62  or  over, 

Our  full  service  life  care  pro4 
gram  includes  THREE  MEALS  PER 
DAY,  all  utilities,  housekeeping', 
maintenance,  many  social  and  rec¬ 
reational  amenities  and  NURSING 
CARE. 

There's  much  more  to  know 
about  Asbury  Towers.  We  invite  you 
to  visit  us  or  to  call  or  write  for  ouV 
COLOR  BROCHURE  and  more 
detailed  information 

ENTRANCE.  FACING  EAST,  DOWNTOWN 
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Old  Harwood  gets  new  life 

Once-controversial  school  bustles  with  activity 


Drawing  of  future  TM/UMR  building 

Ground  broken  for  TM/UMR 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Bulldozers  began  turning 
dirt  earlier  this  week  at  the  site  of  a  new 
28,500  square  foot  building  which  will 
house  future  operations  of  The  Texas 
Methodist/ United  Methodist  Reporter. 

TM/UMR’s  new  facilities  have  been  in 
the  planning  stages  for  more  than  a  year, 
and  were  approved  by  the  paper  s 
governing  board  last  fall  according  to  the 
Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  Editor- 
General  Manager. 

The  newspaper's  relocation  will  take 
place  because  a  new  $100  million  office 
and  entertainment  complex  will  soon  be 
constructed  on  the  site  presently 
occupied  by  TM/UMR  on  the  edge  of 
downtown  Dallas. 


TM/UMR's  new  home  will  be  located 
in  Lone  Star  Park,  three  miles  due  west 
of  downtown  off  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
Turnpike.  This  site  is  across  the  street 
from  the  Dallas  Bulk  Mail  facility  and 
less  than  five  minutes  away  from  Dallas’ 
new  main  postal  facility  for  incoming 
and  outgoing  mail. 

“Our  new  building  will  provide  us,  for 
the  first  time,  with  an  arrangement 
designed  specifically  to  facilitate  TM/- 
UMR's  present  and  future  operations," 
Mr.  Dunnam  said.  “In  the  past,  we’ve 
always  had  to  make  our  operations  fit 
into  a  building  designed  for  some  other 
purpose." 

The  new  facility  will  house  TM/UMR’s 
editorial,  circulation,  composition, 


printing,  data  processing  and  business 
operations.  Also  occupying  space  in  the 
building  will  be  Bell  Mailing  Service, 
which  mails  TM/UMR,  and  Mercantile 
Printing  Company,  which  does  the 
printing  for  23  annual  conference 
journals  published  by  TM/UMR 
Productions. 

TM/UMR  presently  publishes  weekly 
editions  for  39  annual  conferences  and 
nearly  300  local  churches,  with  a 
combined  circulation  of  more  than 
450,000. 

The  new  building  is  scheduled  for 
completion  by  September  1,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  all  phases  of  TM/UMR’s 
operations  will  be  functioning  there  by 
mid-September. 


'Isn't  God  wonderful!' 

Mother  needs  reminding,  too 


By  EVELYN  WITTER 

MILAN,  Ill.  —  Spring  on  the  farm  is 
perhaps  the  busiest  of  all  times. 
Interruptions  are  never  welcome.  So 
when  Louise,  age  five,  stood  at  the 
kitchen  door  calling.  “Mommy,  come 
see!"  I  frowned,  annoyed  at  the 
interference. 

There  were  extra  men  for  lunch,  I  was 
waiting  for  the  implement  dealer  to  call 
back  about  a  crucial  part  for  the  tractor, 
and  I  had  to  finish  wrapping  the  chickens 
I  had  just  dressed  for  a  customer  in  town. 

“What  is  it,  Louise?  ”  I  asked,  stepping 
out  on  the  back  porch. 

She  tugged  at  my  hand,  looking  up  at 
me  with  eyes  sparkling  with  excitement. 

She  pulled  me  to  the  tulip  bed  and 
pointed  to  green  shoots.  “Look. 
Mommy,"  she  said.  “The  tulips  are 
waking  up  after  their  winter  sleep  just 
like  you  said  they  would !  ’  ’ 

I  smiled  at  her  remembrance  of  what  I 
had  told  her  when  we  had  put  out  the 
bulbs. 

"Isn’t  God  wonderful!  ”  she  exclaimed, 
remembering  the  rest  of  our 
conversation. 

A  robin  swooped  near  us  to  pick  up  a  bit 
of  dried  grass. 

"He’s  making  a  nest  for  his  babies, 
isn’t  he?”  asked  Louise  as  we  stood 
together  watching  the  graceful  flight  of 
the  colorful  bird. 

The  air  smelled  sweet  and  fresh  and 


earthly.  I  breathed  deeply.  The  strain  of 
work  eased  and  I  began  to  relax. 

“Look  at  the  lilac  bush  all  full  of  buds.” 
I  pointed  out.  "They'll  soon  fill  the  yard 
with  their  perfume.  ’ ' 

"God  is  good  to  us,  isn’t  He?"  Louise 
asked. 

“Yes,  God  is  good  to  us.  He  is  our 
loving  father,"  I  answered. 

The  sun  was  rising  higher  in  the  sky 
and  its  light  sparkled  the  dew  drops  on 
the  tender  grass.  A  lamb  bleated  in  the 
nearby  pasture.  A  rabbit  hopped  into  the 
bushes.  The  willow  tree  swayed 
rhythmically  in  the  light  breeze. 

“Lots  of  things  are  happening,"  Louise 
said. 

“  God’s  in  His  heaven  and  all’s  right 
with  the  world!’  "  I  thought  aloud  as  I 
smiled  down  at  her. 

Just  then  the  implement  dealer  drove 
up  with  the  crucial  tractor  part,  the  stove 
buzzer  announced  that  the  roast  was 
done  and  all  that  remained  for  me  to  do 
was  wrap  the  chickens  and  set  the  table 
for  lunch.  Why  had  I  felt  so  cross  and 
work-pushed?  I  wondered. 

Louise  began  to  hum  "Jesus  Loves 
Me." 

And  my  heart  sang  with  her.  Now  I 
knew  why  I  had  felt  tension  and  anxiety. 

I  had  been  working  alone.  When  my  five 
year  old  reminded  me  of  the  wonders  of 
His  creation  I  felt  a  oneness  with  God  and 
happiness  filled  my  soul. 


When  You 
INVEST 

You  and  Your  Church 
PROSPER 


Send  now  for  complete  details  on  UMDF's  rewarding  way  to 
share  —  without  actually  spending.  Write  to: 

R.  E  Spoor.  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary 
THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
Room  303-A,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N  Y  10027 
Or.  call  (212)678-6071 


Scarritf 

College  Nashville,  Tennessee 
Announces 
Six  Presidential  Merit 
Scholarships 
for  the  1978-79 
Academic  Year 
Full  tuition  scholarships  will 
be  awarded  to  undergraduate 
and  graduate  students  inter¬ 
ested  in  preparing  for  careers 
m;  Christian  Education 
Church  and  Community 
Church  Music  Education 
Evangelism 

Applications  ‘must  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  July  1,  1978.  For 
further  information  contact: 
Office  of  Admissions 
Scarritt  College 
Nashville,  TN  37203 
1-800-251-2554 
(toll  free  number) 
1-615-327-2700 
(Tennessee  residents  only) 


Ms.  Whittier,  a  United  Methodist 
church  school  teacher  for  16  years,  also 
teaches  creative  writing  at  nearby  Black 
Hawk  College. 

Sears  bows 
to  pressure , 
drops  ads 

CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  Sears,  Roebuck  & 
Company  announced  here  that  it  will  not 
advertise  on  four  television  series  which 
it  says  are  excessively  violent  or 
sexually  explicit. 

Under  pressure  from  the  National 
Federation  for  Decency  (NFD)  a  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  organization  which  monitors  sex 
and  violence  on  television,  Sears  said  it 
would  withdraw  its  advertising  from 
“Charlie’s  Angels,”  “Three’s  Company." 
“Six  Million  Dollar  Man,”  and  “Bamaby 
Jones.” 

While  a  Sears  spokesman  said  an  NFD 
picket  line  in  front  of  its  Chicago 
headquarters  “helped  the  decision  get 
made,"  an  NFD  spokesman  said  Sears 
has  not  done  enough. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  who  gave  up  his 
parish  to  run  the  federation’s  campaign, 
said  he  would  not  let  up  the  pressure  on 
Sears  until  the  company  issues  a  policy 
statement  saying  it  will  stick  to  family- 
oriented  television  programs. 

The  Sears  spokesman  said  the 
company  has  switched  more  than  125 
commercial  messages  from  television 
shows  because  it  does  not  want  to 
advertise  on  “programs  containing 
excessive  violence  or  anti-social 
behavior.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  called  Sears’  recent 
action  "sugar  coating.”  He  said,  “We 
want  a  firm  commitment  to  a  policy."  He 
said  NFD  has  plans  for  protests  in  30 
cities  in  July  and  will  urge  one  million 
people  to  cut  their  Sears  credit  cards  in 
half  and  return  them  to  the  company  in 
protest. 

Mr.  Wildmon’s  organization  conducted 
a  survey  in  January  which,  he  said, 
found  Sears  to  be  the  advertiser  with  the 
third  largest  number  of  advertisements 
on  shows  containing  explicit  sex. 

Asked  why  he  didn’t  campaign  against 
the  first  two,  American  Home  Products 
and  Ford  Motor  Company,  Mr.  Wildmon 
promised,  “They’re  next  —  just  as  soon 
as  we  get  through  with  Sears.” 

Seminary  women  set 
education  fund  needs 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  "When 
faculties  of  theological  schools  do  not 
include  women  in  responsible  and 
influential  roles  .  .  .  education  suffers 
from  a  limiting  point  of  view  .  .  .  and  God 
is  not  among  us  as  fully  as  we  need . ' ' 

With  this  and  other  theological 
statements,  a  group  of  United  Methodist 
seminary  faculty  women  met  here  May 
7-8  to  formulate  a  list  of  needs  and 
guidelines  for  the  distribution  of  a 
portion  of  the  1977  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  receipts  balance. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Doris  M.  Jones, 
staff  member  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  coordinator  for 
the  meeting,  enrollment  of  women 
ranges  from  27  to  47  percent  of  the 
student  bodies  of  United  Methodist 
seminaries.  However,  the  13  seminaries 
combined  employ  approximately  35 
women.  A  few  are  full-time  faculty,  some 
are  part-time,  some  are  administrators 
and  some  have  both  administrative  and 
faculty  responsibilities. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  the  spring  of  1977 
a  controversy  erupted  regarding  the  use 
of  church  owned  property  —  Harwood 
School  for  Girls  in  Albuquerque  —  by  an 
alleged  Marxist-oriented  group.  TM/- 
UMR  gave  extensive  coverage  to  that 
issue  and  related  tensions  among  leaders 
of  two  annual  conferences  and  a  division 
of  the  United  Methodist  mission  board. 
Now.  one  year  later,  TM/UMR  sent 
senior  staff  writer  Sharon  Mielke  to 
Albuquerque  to  see  what  has  transpired 
and  she  offers  the  following  two  reports. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ALBUQUERQUE  —  A  dream  backed 
by  pure  grit  has  proven  to  be  a  match  for 
an  aging,  slightly  dilapidated  and  once 
empty  girls’  school  campus  here. 

A  year  ago  the  buildings  that  had 
housed  the  Harwood  School  for  Girls  for 
more  than  80  years  near  downtown 
Albuquerque  stood  dreary  and  silent 
while  controversy  swirled  around  outside 
over  an  allegedly  Marxist-oriented  group 
called  the  Chicano  Communications 
Center  which  occupied  part  of  one 
building. 

Today  fresh  paint,  bustling  activity 
and  bubbling  voices  combine  to  brighten 
the  campus  buildings.  For,  following  an 
airing  of  the  controversy  and  a 
consultation,  the  National  Division  of  the 
church  s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
leased  the  buildings  to  the  all-Hispanic 
Rio  Grande  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Between  the  past  and  the  present  has 
emerged  the  driving  force  of  a  dream  — 
the  dream  of  converting  the  old  school 
into  both  an  urban  community  center  and 
a  training  center  for  the  Rio  Grande 
conference. 

How  about  conference  center? 

Who  had  the  idea  first?  The  Rev.  Dan 
Rodriguez,  Rio  Grande  Conference 
program  director,  points  his  finger  at  the 
Rev.  Conrado  Soltero  of  El  Paso,  Tex., 
with  the  comment,  “He’s  always  full  of 
ideas."  Both  agreed  the  idea  poppied  into 
being  as  they  discussed  a  consultant’s 
suggestion  that  Harwood  be  used  as  a 
community  center.  They  asked,  "Why 
couldn't  it  also  become  a  center  for  our 
conference?” 

While  far  from  centrally  located  in  the 
Spanish-speaking  conference  which 
covers  the  states  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  access  to  inexpensive  housing 
and  meals  will  hopefully  offset  travel 
costs.  But,  most  of  all,  for  the  first  time 
the  conference  will  have  a  meeting  and 
training  center  of  its  own. 

The  two  men  agree  that  the  new  center 
is  just  on  the  threshold  of  reaching  the 
dream  envisioned  for  it  over  a  year  ago. 
Mr.  Soltero,  who  ended  up  with  the  job  of 
making  the  dream  come  true  via  a  275- 
mile  weekly  commuting  trip  from  El 
Paso,  groans  a  little  when  he  thinks  back 
on  all  the  nitty-gritty  details  of  trying  to 
get  the  maintenance  problems 
straightened  out  and  the  buildings  ready 
for  occupancy.  And,  on  top  of  that,  he  has 
had  to  worry  about  the  endless  process  of 
arranging  sub-leases  for  several 
community  agencies  and  an  alternative 
school,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the 
parties  involved. 

But  in  spite  of  a  world  of  problems,  the 
new  Harwood  Training  and  Service 
Center  was  off  and  running  last  Sept.  1 
with  its  first  tenant  —  the  Asbury 
Alternative  School  with  46  students,  pre¬ 
school  through  six  grade. 

Next,  Albuquerque  Day  Care  leased 
the  kitchen  to  prepare  500  meals  pier  day 

Radio  stations 
are  cool  toward 
church  ads 

ST  LOUIS,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  congregation,  which  had 
planned  a  program  of  placing  60-second 
religious  messages  on  local  radio 
stations,  has  discovered  that  major 
stations  are  generally  uninterested  in 
church  ads. 

“I’m  saddened  and  concerned  that  few 
stations  will  accept  religious 
programming  of  any  kind,  even  the  type 
of  short,  low-key  approach  that  we’ve 
been  using,"  said  the  Rev.  Lycurgus  M. 
Starkey,  pastor  of  Kirkwood  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  church  developed  several  60- 
second  “soft-core"  inspirational 
religious  messages  last  October,  hoping 
to  buy  time  on  the  major  commercial 
radio  stations  here.  But  they  found  that 
the  two  major  stations  —  KMOX, 
operated  by  CBS,  and  KSD,  an 
independent  affiliate  of  NBC  —  didn’t 
need  or  want  their  business. 

Church  leaders  finally  placed  the  spots 
on  three  stations  at  different  times,  first 
on  KCFM  and  later  WRTH  until  a  new 
policy  prohibited  such  programming. 

Dr.  Starkey  said  the  church  hoped  to 
reach  a  mass  market  by  purchasing  time 
on  major  stations  during  peak  morning 
and  evening  traffic  periods.  The  "Just  a 
Minute"  messages  consist  of  a 
contemporary  inspirational  theme, 
usually  ending  with  a  quotation  from 
Scripture. 

Jack  Stuppler,  director  of  program 
practices  for  CBS  Radio,  said  the 
network  doesn’t  allow  sales  for  any 
religious  program.  He  said  the  key  to  the 
CBS  policy  is  "keeping  controversy  out 
of  advertising .  " 

Kirkwood  United  Methodist  Church 
leaders  said  they  view  their  radio  project 
as  a  modest  success.  But  they  have 
almost  concluded  that  churches  are 
generally  unwelcome  in  mainstream 
religion  except  in  the  traditional 
“Sunday  morning  ghetto"  slot. 


for  five  city  day  care  centers. 

Occupying  three  suites  of  offices,  an 
activity  room  and  some  living  space  is 
the  Albuquerque  Urban  Indian  Center 
(AUIC),  a  social  service  center  for  the 
city’s  mushrooming  Indian  population, 
funded  by  the  U.S.  Dept,  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare. 

Now  seen  as  move  forward 

Rudy  Vigil,  AUIC  executive,  said  “the 
place  looked  so  bad  we  were  hesitant  to 
move  here  at  first,”  but  now  is  convinced 
it  was  “a  move  forward.”  He  said  AUIC 
leased  the  space  “as  is,"  received 
donations  of  paint  and  put  in  the  labor  to 
brighten  up  its  space. 

Now  the  center,  which  estimates  the 
Indian  population  in  the  city  has 
quadrupled  to  an  estimated  17,000  since 
1970,  is  gearing  up  for  another  50  percent 
increase  in  the  Indian  population  by  1980. 
Some  30  different  tribes  are  represented 
in  the  population. 

The  center  provides  referral  services 
to  help  Indians  moving  to  the  city  adjust 
and  find  a  place  to  live.  It  also  provides 
an  activity  center  and  hot  meals  for 
elderly  Indians  who  are  finding 
fellowship  and  a  sense  of  community  at 
the  center. 

Seven  outreach  workers  live  on 
campus  and  serve  the  Indian  population 
which  is  spread  throughout  the  city  with 
information  about  services.  Mr.  Vigil 
said  most  come  to  the  city  with  nothing 
and  no  salable  skills  so  unemployment 
stands  at  37  percent  for  the  Indian 
population.  “Our  goal  is  to  help  them  get 
training  and  jobs." 

Location  helps  nutritionists 

Around  the  corner  in  the  hall  of  the 
main  building  is  the  newest  occupant,  the 
Expanded  Food  and  Nutrition  Education 
Program,  an  extension  service  of  the 
U.S.  Dept,  of  Agriculture. 

“This  is  the  greatest  place  in  the  world 
because  it  is  centrally  located  right  in  the 
middle  of  our  target  area,”  said 
extension  home  economist  Joanne 
Miller. 

Her  staff  of  14  aides  are  trained  to  work 
in  low  income  areas  with  some  500 
homemakers  in  nutrition,  food  purchase, 
preparation  and  storage.  She 


emphasized  that  this  program  often 
reaches  persons  at  a  “teachable 
moment"  when  they  finally  realize  they 
need  to  know  some  things  about  food. 

The  upstairs  of  the  main  building  will 
eventually  house  65  persons  overnight 
attending  Rio  Grande  conference 
training  events  and  other  meetings. 
Already,  several  district  groups  have 
met  at  the  new  center  with  more  coming. 
Mr.  Rodriguez  said  it  will  take  some  time 
for  the  entire  conference  to  be  fully 
aware  of  the  center’s  potential.  But  he 
believes  the  conference  is  now 
enthusiastically  behind  the  project  after 
some  hot  and  heavy  debate  last  June 
when  they  had  to  decide  whether  or  not  to 
tackle  it. 

Many  tasks  still  ahead 

Still  ahead  are  several  monumental 
tasks.  One  is  equipping  the  conference 
office  suite  and  hiring  an  urban  ministry 
director.  The  director  is  to  coordinate  the 
center  and  develop  church  sponsored 
urban  ministries  out  of  the  Harwood 
campus. 

Just  recently  brought  together  is  a 
local  management  committee  which 
relies  heavily  on  the  interest  of  the 
church  across  the  street  —  El  Buen 
Samaritano  —  for  its  membership.  Also 
on  the  local  committee  are  James 
Jaramillo,  the  consultant  who  first  saw 
Harwood  as  a  community  center  last 
year  and  who  has  since  become  the 
mayor’s  chief  administrative  aide. 
Another  is  the  Rev.  Leonard  Gillingham, 
a  nominee  of  the  New  Mexico 
Conference,  who  first  called  into  question 
the  Chicano  Communication’s  Center  in 
February  of  1977. 

The  new  center  has  been  boosted  by  a 
$30,500  grant  to  develop  the  training 
center  by  the  UMC’s  Minority  Self- 
Determination  Fund  and  by  $15,000  from 
the  Women’s  Division  for  maintenance 
repairs  and  security. 

Will  it  ever  become  self-sustaining?  It 
is  too  soon  to  tell.  So  far,  however,  the 
future  of  the  Harwood  Training  and 
Service  Center  looks  “encouraging,’ 
many  persons  are  saying. 

Mr.  Soltero  said  he  believes  the  center 
deserves  church-wide  support  because  of 
its  multi-ethnic,  experimental  urban 
ministries. 


Agency  gets  ‘A 9  for  effort 
from  conference  official 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ALBUQUERQUE  —  Local  church  and 
conference  leaders  here  called  for  a 
consultation  last  year  to  get  answers  to 
how  an  allegedly  Marxist-oriented 
group  had  come  to  occupy  a  former 
United  Methodist  mission  School  for  girls 
in  the  center  of  the  city  without  their 
knowing  anything  about  it.  They  now 
believe  their  inquiry  brought  at  least 
some  small  changes. 

“We  no  longer  feel  totally  ignored," 
the  Rev.  B.  C.  Goodwin  told  TM/UMR, 
“and  I  would  give  National  Division  an 
A'  for  effort.  But  there  is  still  an  awfully 
long  way  to  go.”  He  serves  as  Council  on 
Ministries  director  for  the  New  Mexico 
conference. 

Dr.  Goodwin  said  the  airing  of  his 
conference’s  problems  with  the  National 
Division  over  the  Chicano 
Communications  Center’s  lease  of  the 
closed  down  Harwood  School  for  Girls 
here  has  had  the  effect  of  surfacing 
similar  communication  problems  with 
other  national  boards  and  agencies. 
Communications  became  a  major  topic 
of  discussion  at  the  December  meeting  of 
the  conference  program  directors  in 
Miami.  A  follow-up  six  hour  dialogue 
between  board  executives  and  the 
directors  was  held  this  March,  according 
to  Dr.  Goodwin  who  is  also  president  of 
the  national  association  of  conference 
program  directors. 

He  said  conference  directors  would 
rather  risk  being  overwhelmed  with 
information  than  with  being  “saved" 
from  the  extra  work  by  solicitous 
national  board  executives. 


“Harwood  surfaced  a  problem  that 
needed  airing,"  he  has  concluded.  He 
said  he  has  also  discovered  through 
conversations  with  officials  from  other 
conferences  that  more  problems  exist  in 
the  arena  of  Human  Relations  l©ay 
prdje’cts  than  with  anything  else.  (The 
Chicano  Communications  Center  was 
funded  for  several  years  by  the  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Service  (UMVS), 
one  of  the  offering’s  recipients.  Others 
are  community  developers  and  police- 
community  relations  projects. ) 

Dr.  Goodwin  attributes  this  particular 
problem  to  the  UMVS  policy  of  not 
checking  projects  with  local  United 
Methodist  leaders. 

Since  the  consultation  here  last  spring 
with  National  Division  officials,  Dr. 
Goodwin  said  the  conference’s 
communications  with  the  mission  agency 
have  made  headway,  but  “it’s  not  all 
peaches  and  cream." 

The  Rev.  Negail  Riley,  National 
Division  executive  for  the  South  Central 
region,  told  TM/UMR  “we  have 
certainly  been  sensitized  to  meet  this 
problem  —  and  particularly  in  regions 
where  we  are  under  criticism.  We’re  not 
faultless,  but  we  are  trying.” 

Dr.  Goodwin  said  he  realizes  there  are 
73  different  annual  conferences  that 
general  boards  and  agencies  are 
expected  to  relate  to,  but  he  said  they 
should  make  a  special  effort  to 
“understand  us  and  our  differences  just 
as  we  have  to  make  a  special  effort  to 
appreciate  differences  between  local 
churches." 


Classified 

KATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 

insertion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  growing  church. 
Send  resume  to  Community  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  548,  Casselberry,  Fla.  32707, 

Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1  peri insertion. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  -  Christian 

JUST  RELEASED!  PREMIER  RECORDING  (L.P 
Stereo)  of  the  lamed  1908  Robert  Hope-Jones  pipe 
organ  in  the  historic  8,000-seat  Auditorium,  Ocean 
Grove.  N.J.  Gordon  Turk,  Auditorium  organist, 
plays  familiar  service  and  recital  music  on  this  great 
instrument.  Send  $6.00  check  to:  Ocean  Grove  Camp 

Responsible  for  complete  music  program  including 
choirs,  handbells,  service  music.  Experienced. 
Contact  Music  Task  Force  c/o  Sally  Ahner,  West  End 
United  Methodist  Church,  2130  West  End  Ave., 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37203.  Home  phone:  (615  )  292-0863 
Deadline:  June  15, 1978. 

Record  Dept. 

NEW  BOOK  FOR  SALE  -  "Of  the  Lineage  of 

CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP  RESOURCES 
material  and  promotional  material  for  the  Lav 
Witness  Mission  available  free  James  Martin,  Route 

1,  Box  1782,  Rhinelander,  Wis.  54501. 

The  Unused  Cradle,"  published  by  The  Upper 
Room.  $1.25  a  copy  prepaid.  Special  discount  on 
large  orders  to  church  groups  for  resale  Order  or 
inquire  from:  Mrs.  Esther  T.  Barker,  2628 

range  of  hard-to-get  books.  Requests  for  information 
welcomed.  Rev.  Eric  King,  Saranac  Lake,  N.Y. 
12983. 

WESLEY  HERITAGE  TOUR  England.  Wales, 
Scotland  October  12-November  2,  Visit  Wesley's 
Chapel  during  its  reopening  and  200th  Bicentenary, 
Brochure,  Glenn  Musselman,  2354  Dunstan,  Houston, 
Tex.  77005. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY.  HOUSTON  RETUUSE.  Two 

Enjoyable  and  informative.  Wright,  24  Tuxedo, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  37411. 

WANTED:  FULLTIME  CHOIR  DIRECTOR- 
ORGANIST  position.  Master  music,  ten  years' 

USED  CANTATAS  FOR  SALE  Half  price.  Standard 
works  through  contemporary  "Gospel  Rock.”  For 
list  of  titles  David  Roberts.  First  UMC,  Box  358, 
Brookhaven,  Miss.  39601 

experience.  Prefer  Chicago,  Dallas.  Nashville  areas, 
Contact  United  Methodist  Reporter,  Box  1076-FCDO, 

Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 

NEEDED!  FAST-GROWING  CHURCH  needs 
someone  to  do  visitation  full-time.  Either  lay  person 
or  retired  minister.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  L. 
Graben,  9915  Montwood,  El  Paso,  Tex.  79925. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Young  Adult  Ministries 
needed  for  2,400-member  UMC,, lay  or  clergy.  Job 

(including  photograph  and  salary  expectations)  to 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

P  O.  Box  3247,  Beaumont,  Tex.  77704. 

EXCITING.  GROWING  1.200-MEMBER  downtown 

church  seeks  full-time  director  of  Christian 
education.  Salary  open.  Contact  Paul  Dawkins,  4831 

Tarrytown  United  Methodist  Church,  1100-member 
congregation.  Austin.  Tex.  Open  to  lay  or  clergy. 
Send  resume,  Box  5566. 78763.  [ 

R  E  DIRECTOR  FOR  CHURCH  of  1,350.  BA  in  R  E. 
or  equivalent.  Salary  negotiated  Call  (701)  255-1160 
or  write  McCabe  United  Methodist  Church,  6th  and 
Blvd.,  Bismarck,  N.D.  58501  by  June  1. 1978. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  wanted 
lor  Mt  Vernon  Place  United  Methodist  Church,  900 
Massachusetts  Ave.  N  W  ,  Washington,  D.C  20001 
Write  for  copy  ol  job  description  or  telephone  (202) 
347  9620  Salary  negotiable.  Primary  emphasis  will 
initially  be  on  building  young  adult  ministry  (for 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT.  2  bedrooms  and  bath, 
large  living  room,  all-electnc  kitchen.  Fully 
furnished  except  linens.  Balcony  overlooking  lake 
and  mountains.  Lake  Junaluska,  N  C.  (25  miles  west 
of  Asheville)  $80  a  week  after  June  l.J.E.  Bartlett, 
2431  Franciscan,  #21,  Clearwater,  Fla.  33515.  ; 

young  adult  ministry  experience  Send  complete 
resume  with  salary  history  to  Rev.  Laverne 
Kohrbaugh  at  address  above 

EXPERIENCED  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  desires 

fulltime  position  Hold  MM  degree  and  degree  in 
Bible  Write  or  Call:  Leslie  Barlett,  1325  N  Berwick, 
Indpls.  IN  46222  | 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Is  there  life  after  death? 

Christians  divide  sharply  over  current  scientific  research 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  —  Standing  behind  John  Wesley’s  famous 
•  traveling  pulpit"  -  a  gift  from  British  Methodists  to  the  World  Methodist 
Council  headquarters  here  -  is  Mel  Harbin,  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
assembly  ground.  The  Rev.  Joe  Hale  (left),  Connell  executive,  and  the  Rev.  John 
H.  Ness  Jr.,  executive  for  the  UM  Commisiion  OH  Archives  and  History,  look  on 
with  seeming  approval. 

WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL  PHOTO 

John  Wesley’s  pulpit 
finds  home  in  U.S. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMC)  —  John  Wesley's  "traveling  pulpit,"  used  by 
the  founder  of  Methodism  some  235  years  ago  in  and  around  London,  now  is  on 
permanent  exhibit  at  the  World  Methodist  Building  here 

The  unique  memento  was  presented  to  the  World  Methodist  Council  ( WMC)  by 
the  British  Methodist  Church  as  an  expression  of  thanks  for  support  being  given 
to  the  restoration  of  Wesley's  Chapel  in  London.  During  the  past  five  years 
upwards  of  $675,000  has  been  sent  from  the  U  S.  for  this  program 

Accepting  the  pulpit,  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  WMC  general  secretary,  said  "this 
pulpit,  used  in  field  preaching  by  John  Wesley,  symbolizes  our  historic 
commitment  lo  evangelism  and  the  proclamation  of  the  word. " 

First  used  around  London's  West  Street  Chapel,  the  pulpit  later  was  kept  in  the 
Old  Foundry  and  used  for  outdoor  preaching  in  Moorsfields. 

In  presenting  the  one-of-a-kind  pulpit  to  the  council,  the  Rev.  Allen  Birtwhistle, 
minister  of  Wesley's  Chapel  and  director  of  its  restoration,  indicated  that  the  two 
other  Wesley  pulpits,  the  main  one  in  Wesley's  Chapel  and  the  permanent  one 
from  the  Old  Foundry,  are  to  be  featured  in  the  interior  of  the  restored  chapel  in 
London's  City  Road. 

The  renovated  structure  is  scheduled  to  be  opened  Nov.  1  with  extensive 
ceremonies.  An  additional  $490,000  is  being  sought  from  Methodists  in  the  U.S.  to 
enable  the  building  to  house  new  ministries  without  crippling  debt 


F ormer  rights  activist 
elected  as  new  bishop 


By  Religious  News  Service 
The  mystery  of  life  after  death,  long 
the  scholarly  preserve  of  Scripture 
experts,  theologians  and  philosophers, 
has  of  late  become  a  subject  of 
investigation  among  members  of  the 
scientific  community. 

The  investigation,  in  turn,  has  given 
rise  to  controversy. 

A  major  portion  of  the  research  is 
focused  on  experiences  of  persons  who 
were  resuscitated  after  having  been 
thought,  adjudged,  or  pronounced 
clincally  dead  by  attending  physicians. 

Dr.  Raymond  A.  Moody  Jr.,  who  holds 
a  doctorate  in  philosophy  as  well  as  a 
medical  degree,  has  described  what  he 
calls  a  “theoretically  complete  model” 
of  the  “typical  near-death  experiences” 
he  has  reported  on  in  his  book,  “Life 
After  Life.” 

In  brief,  Dr.  Moody  says  that  as  a 
person  is  dying  and  hears  the  doctor 
pronounce  him  or  her  dead,  the  person 
suddenly  finds  the  self  ‘outside’  of  the 
physical  body  and  “sees  his  own  body  (on 
the  operating  table  or  hospital  bed)  from 
a  distance  as  though  he  is  a  spectator.” 

Then,  “a  loving,  warm  spirit  of  a  kind 
he  has  never  encountered  before  —  a 
being  of  light  —  appears  before  him.  This 
being  asks  him  a  question,  non-verbally, 
to  make  him  evaluate  his  life  and  helps 
him  along  by  showing  him  a  panoramic, 
instantaneous  play-back  of  the  major 
events  of  his  life.” 

The  patient  soon  becomes  aware  that 
“the  time  for  his  death  has  not  yet 
come,”  and  reluctantly  “somehow 
reunites  with  his  physical  body”  and 
recovers. 

Dr.  Kubler-Ross  agrees 

Dr.  Elisabeth  Kubler-Ross,  M.D.,  a 
University  of  Chicago  psychiatrist, 
whose  pioneering  studies  of  the  dying 
process  have  been  widely  circulated  and 
acclaimed,  says  Dr.  Moody’s  studies  are 
“corroborated  by  my  own  research  and 
by  the  finding  of  other  very  serious- 
minded  scientists,  scholars,  and 
members  of  the  clergy.” 

But,  while  Dr.  Moody  is  careful  to  say 
that  he  is  not  trying  “to  construct  a  proof 
of  the  ancient  doctrine  of  the  survival  of 
bodily  death,”  Dr.  Kubler-Ross  has  said 
that  on  the  basis  of  her  research  and  that 
of  Dr.  Moody  and  others  she  is  convinced 
that  she  has  scientific  proof  that  “there  is 
life  after  death.” 

Some  observers,  however,  feel  that  Dr. 
Moody  and  other  researchers  have  been 
selective  in  reporting  cases  of  near-death 
experiences. 

Joseph  Ludders,  West  Coast  repre¬ 
sentative  for  the  evangelical  Christian 
Medical  Society,  states  that  “there  are  a 
number  of  case  occurrences  that  we 
know  of  in  the  Christian  Medical  Society 
that  are  diametrically  opposed  to  what 
Moody  has  reported.” 

A  similar  reaction  has  been  expressed 
by  the  Nurses  Christian  Fellowship,  an 
organization  that  has  developed 
extensive  seminars  on  death  and  dying. 
Christian  response  to  scientific 

Interpreters 
fan  out  to 
tell  story 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  In  the 
biblical  two  by  two  pattern  nearly  100 
United  Methodists  have  returned  to  their 
own  annual  conferences  across  the 
nation  to  heighten  awareness  of  and 
concern  for  the  denomination’s  missional 
priority  on  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Churches. 

The  interpreters  were  prepared  here 
by  what  was  officially  called  a 
resourcing  event  but  what  they  at  the  end 
termed  an  experience  in  warmth, 
mutuality,  openness,  inclusiveness  and 
trust. 

Back  home,  they  are  expected  to 
influence  the  conferences’  power 
structures,  to  become  traveling 
resources  available  for  local  church  or 
other  meetings  in  order  to  share  the 
meaning,  the  results  and  the  potential  of 
the  EMLC  priority.  It  is  one  of  three 
adopted  by  the  1976  General  Conference 
for  the  1977-80  quadrennium.  The  other 
two  are  world  hunger  and  evangelism. 

In  a  keynote  speech,  Bishop  James 
Ault,  Philadelphia  Area,  urged  the 
whites  who  form  the  membership 
majority  “to  recognize  that  the  four 
major  ethnic  groups  represent  but  five 
percent  of  the  total  membership,  but  that 
their  significance  to  the  body  is  way  out 
of  proportion  to  their  numbers  ...  If  the 
inclusiveness  we  affirm  is  denied  by  our 
actions,  within  a  generation  the  inclusive 
church  about  which  we  now  boast  may  no 
longer  exist.”  At  the  same  time,  he 
called  on  the  ethnic  minorities  to 
“continue  their  patient  but  persistent 
witness.”  “To  be  an  authentic 
community,"  the  bishop  said,  “it  is 
necessary  for  those  who  hold  power  to 
share  that  power  with  other  members.” 

Here  to  get  information  about  the 
EMLC  priority  and  its  theological  basis, 
as  well  as  to  “develop  an  awareness  of  its 
dimensions”  and  potential  for  the 
church,  the  interpreters  have  agreed  to 
spend  at  least  10  days  per  year 
interpreting  the  priority . 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  in  whose 
area  the  consultation  met,  told  the 
interpreters  that,  “in  many  respects,  the 
structure  of  the  whole  church  will  benefit 
more  than  just  the  minorities”  from  the 
‘hrust  of  ethnic  church  empowerment. 
As  an  example  he  pointed  to  the  close 
inter-relationship  of  this  priority  with  the 
others  —  world  hunger  and  evangelism 
—  "all  are  part  of  our  evangelical 
mandate.” 


research  on  life  after  death  has  been 
sharply  divided. 

Contradicts  Bible 

While  some  Christians  have  welcomed 
the  inquiry  as  confirming  their  belief  in 
eternal  life,  other  Christians,  like  Dr. 
Phillip  J.  Swihart,  executive  director  of 
the  Midwest  Colorado  Mental  Health 
Center,  reject  the  findings  of  Dr.  Moody 
and  Dr.  Kubler-Ross  as  inconsistent 
with,  or  flatly  contradictory  to,  the 
teaching  of  the  Bible. 

Dr.  Swihart,  and  other  critics,  take 
sharp  exception  to  Dr.  Moody’s  claim 
that  “in  most  cases  (of  near-death 
experences)  the  reward-punishment 
model  of  the  afterlife  is  abandoned  and 
disavowed,  even  by  many  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  thinking  in  these  terms.” 

In  his  follow-up  book,  “Reflections  on 
Life  After  Life,”  Dr.  Moody  suggests  that 
what  his  near-death  subjects  reported 
experiencing  in  their  meeting  with  the 
“being  of  light"  was  that  judgment  about 
their  lives  “came  from  within  them.” 

“In  this  state,”  says  Dr.  Moody  “(the 
subjects)  seemed  to  have  seen  for 
themselves  what  they  should  and 
shouldn’t  have  done  and  to  have  judged 
themselves  accordingly. " 

But,  says  Dr.  Swihart  in  his  booklet, 
“The  Edge  of  Death":  “It  is  clear  that 
Moody’s  theology,  shared  in  large 
measure  by  Kubler-Ross  .  .  .  makes  the 


MANHATTAN,  Kans.  —  Mary 
McDonnell  Harris,  a  member  of  College 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  here,  is 
a  second  generation  writer  of  church 
school  children’s  curriculum. 

Teachers  and  parents  have  relied  on 
units  by  Lois  Eddy  McDonnell  for  many 
years.  Mrs.  Harris,  her  daughter,  started 
collaborating  with  her  mother  in  1967  in 
writing  curriculum,  and  is  the  writer  of  - 
three  units  for  first,  second  and  third 
graders  this  spring!  “With  Great  Joy,” 
“It’s  Up  to  You,”  and  “My  Family.” 

“My  mother  has  been  writing  United 
Methodist  and  Methodist  curriculum  for 
as  long  as  I  can  remember  and  longer.  I 
learned  a  great  deal  from  my  mother," 
Mrs.  Harris  says. 

Now  a  writer  in  her  own  right,  Mrs. 
Harris  is  also  a  teacher.  A  full  time 
faculty  member  in  the  Department  of 
Curriculum  and  Instruction  in  the 
College  of  Education  at  Kansas  State 
University,  she  holds  a  Ph.D.  in  language 
communications.  She  also  heads  a 
teaching  team  at  her  church  for  younger 
elementary  children. 

She  said  she  is  strongly  committed  to 
the  philosophy  of  Christian  education 
represented  in  the  Christian  studies 
series.  A  learning  experience  in  this 
curriculum  typically  begins  with  the 
child’s  engaging  in  activity.  The  child  is 
then  helped  to  relate  his  or  her 
experience  to  Scripture  and  to  Christian 
tradition. 

“The  curriculum  is  sometimes 
criticised  for  not  beginning  with  the 
Bible,”  she  said.  “I  am  always  sorry  to 
see  this  because  I  find  the  Bible  my  most 
important  resource  in  writing  and  also 
because  everything  I  know  about  the  way 
young  children  learn  tells  me  that  their 
experiences  provide  the  best  starting 
points  for  their  lessons. 

“Biblical  messages  are  taught  by 
loving  example  and  by  practice,  as  well 
as  by  words.  I  hope  that  the  curriculum  is 
providing  teachers  with  helpful  tools  for 
conveying  Jesus’  love  to  children  and  for 
helping  them  to  pass  it  on.” 


Dear  Deborah: 

You’ve  had  questions  about  weddings 
but  we  want  to  ask  you  about  another 
matter  never  covered  in  your  answers. 
Our  only  daughter  was  married  last 
summer.  We  were  not  enthusiastic  about 
the  man  but  our  daughter  seemed  very 
happy  so  we  went  all  out  for  her  "dream" 
wedding.  Less  than  six  months  later  she 
came  home  with  a  black  eye  and  broken 
jaw  and  sobbed,  "I  never  should  have 
married  Tom  but  I  thought  you  would  be 
disappointed  if  I  told  you. 

We  think  parents  ought  to  look  at  our 
sad  experience.  We  got  so  involved  in  the 
preparations  and  trivia  surrounding  the 
wedding  that  we  gave  our  daughter  no 
way  out  (she  thought)  when  at  the  last 
moments  she  KNEW  it  was  wrong.  We 
never  took  the  time  alone  with  her  to  ask, 
"Are  you  certain  this  is  what  you  want?" 

Can't  you  help  parents.  Deborah,  by 
warning  them  that  no  amount  of 
embarrassment  to  them  is  worth  this 
disastrous  kind  of  marriage?  In  retro¬ 
spect  we  know  we  would  rather  have 
greeted  our  guests  warmly,  invited  them 
in  and  announced,  "There  will  not  be  a 
wedding  today  as  planned,  but  we  will 
have  a  great  party  together."  How  much 
sadness  would  have  been  avoided! 

Sincerely, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. : 

The  one  good  thing  about  hindsight  is 
that  it  ought  to  help  others  from  making 
the  same  mistakes.  You  have  really 
answered  your  own  question  both  with 
wisdom  and  with  good  advice  for  others. 
Parents  take  heed:  do  not  get  so  involved 
in  the  wedding  that  you  forget  a 
marriage  follows!  Ministers  have  shared 


biblical  doctrine  of  grace  irrelevant 

“Moody  does  not  view  evil  as  God  does, 
nor  does  he  accept  the  biblical  teaching 
that  we  will  not  judge  ourselves.  Jesus 
Christ  will  judge  us.” 

“If  there  is  no  judgment,  but  only  a 
welcoming  ‘Being  of  Light’  at  the  end  of 
the  trail,”  says  Stephen  Board,  executive 
editor  of  the  evangelical  monthly 
magazine  Eternity  “the  death  of  Jesus 
Christ  was  superfluous.” 

New  book  supportive 

On  the  other  hand,  a  Jesuit  theologian 
at  New  York’s  Fordham  University  has 
given  a  favorable  review  to  a  new  book 
on  near-death  experiences  that  in  many 
respects  supports  the  Moody-Kubler- 
Ross  findings. 

The  book,  “At  the  Hour  of  Death,”  is 
described  by  the  reviewer,  Father  John 
J.  Heaney,  S.J.,  in  a  recent  issue  of 
America,  as  “the  best  and  most 
thorough  investigation  of  paranormal 
death-bed  experiences  we  have  to  date." 

The  work,  by  two  specialists  in 
parapsychology,  Dr.  Karlis  Osis,  Ph.D., 
and  Dr.  Erlendur  Haraldson,  Ph.D.,  is 
based  on  “death-bed  visions”  of  patients 
reported  by  more  than  1,000  doctors  and 
nurses  in  the  United  States  and  India. 

Using  modern  sampling  techniques, 
questionnaires  and  interviews  the 
authors  gathered  detailed  data  on  877 
cases  of  terminal  or  near-death  patients 


Preparation  of  this  spring’s  unit  began 
in  August,  1975,  when  Mrs.  Harris  went  to 
Nashville  for  a  conference  with  the 
younger  elementary  editors,  Jean 
Buchanan  and  Margaret  Porter.  At  this 
conference,  she  said,  writers  are 
oriented  to  the  purposes  of  the  units  — 
purposes  which  have  been  determined  by 
the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“Thus  it  was  my  job  as  a  writer  to  find 
ways  to  implement  the  teaching 
objectives  I  was  given,  using  the  Bible  as 


with  me  that  many  young  persons  get  to 
the  point  of  setting  a  date  on  the  church 
calendar  for  their  wedding  and  yet  never 
go  ahead  with  the  marriage.  If  a 
marriage  commitment  is  that  easy  to 
postpone,  it  is  likely  the  marriage  is  not 
on  a  firm  foundation. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life  Write: 
Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas. 
Tex.  75221. 


and  subjected  the  data  to  computer 
evaluation  and  statistical  analysis. 

The  patients  were  reported  to  have 
seen  apparitions  either  of  persons  or 
places,  or  unexpectedly  become  serene 
or  elated. 

Father  Heaney  states  that  the  authors 
of  the  study  “make  a  good  case  in 
support”  of  their  conclusions  that  the 
evidence  “strongly  suggests  life  after 
death”  and  that  “neither  medical,  nor 
psychological,  nor  cultural  conditioning 
can  explain  away  death-bed  visions  ’ 

Dr.  Otis  and  Dr.  Haraldson,  as  Father 
Heaney  notes,  clearly  point  out  that  there 
are  subjective  factors  involved  in  the 
experiences.  For  example,  Hindus  do  not 
see  Christ,  nor  do  Christians  see  Krishna. 

Transition  to  another  life 

“Yet,”  says  Father  Heaney,  "their 
thesis  is  that  there  is  a  cross-cultural 
core  of  phenomena  that  suggests 
something  objective  beyond  cultural 
differences  and  that  the  most  dfcherent 
hypothesis  is  that  the  dying  are 
experiencing  a  phenomenon  of  transition 
to  another  life." 

The  book,  “At  the  Hour  of  Death," 
adds  the  Jesuit  theologian,  “stands  as  a 
model  for  future  research  in  this  area” 
and  “earns  respect  for  its  effort  to 
combine  scientific  method  with  a  real 
sensitivity  about  what  is  important  to 
human  beings.” 


my  starting  points,  along  with  my 
knowledge  of  children  and  of  teaching,” 
said  Mrs.  Harris. 

She  wrote  during  the  next  year  and 
submitted  a  final  manuscript  in  Sept. 
1976.  Final  page  proofs  were  completed 
in  July,  1977. 

This  is  edited  from  the  article  which 
first  appeared  in  “ Interchange ,"  the 
Kansas  East  conference  edition  of  TM/ 
UMR 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  -  Worship  as 
“celebration”  has  replaced  worship  as 
“awe”  in  many  churches.  This  means, 
writes  a  certified  director  of  music,  that 
the  form  and  feeling  is  freer  and  “more 
humanistic,  but  it  also  means  that  there 
has  been  a  loss  of  the  sense  of 
transcendence  of  God." 

Marjorie  Tuell,  who  led  a  workshop  on 
music  for  500  women  at  the  recent 
assembly  of  United  Methodist  Women  in 
Louisville,  writes  her  comment  about  the 
changes  in  worship  and  music  in  the  past 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (UMC)  -  In  1963 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  L.  Linsey,  an  activist 
young  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  pastor,  was  placed  under  arrest 
for  participating  in  a  Good  Friday  civil 
rights  march  on  City  Hall  here. 

Fifteen  years  later  and  within  200 
yards  of  that  City  Hall,  Dr.  Linsey,  now 
living  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  serving  as  his 
denomination’s  evangelism  executive, 
was  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  admiring 
supporters  and  carried  forward  to 
become  a  bishop. 

Joining  him  20  minutes  later  on  the 
platform  of  Boutwell  Auditorium  as  a 
newly  elected  bishop  was  the  Rev.  James 
L.  Cummings,  a  prominent  pastor  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  a  former  president  of 
that  city’s  Board  of  Education. 

Election  and  consecration  of  the  two 
bishops,  the  39th  and  40th  in  the  church’s 
history,  were  among  highlights  of  the 
General  conference. 

Symbolizing  the  developing  coopera¬ 
tion  between  the  C.M.E.  Church,  two 
other  predominantly  black  Methodist 
churches  in  the  U.S.,  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  bishops  from  these 
latter  three  bodies  participated  in  the 
consecration  of  Bishops  Linsey  and 
Cummings. 

Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart  of  San 


decade  in  the  June  issue  of  “Music 
Ministry"  published  here.  Mrs.  Tuell 
writes  out  of  the  experience  of  working 
with  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Oregon-Idaho  Annual  Conference  where 
her  husband,  Jack  M.  Tuell,  is  bishop. 

She  notes  that  there  is  much  more 
"liturgy  in  the  true  meaning  of  the  word 
—  ‘the  work  of  the  people’  —  than  there 
used  to  be.  Nowadays  a  laywoman  or 
layman  may  lead  parts  of  the  worship 
service,  instead  of  the  minister  doing  it 
all.  The  pastoral  prayer  which  used  to  be 
only  the  pastor’s  composing,  now  is  often 
gathered  from  the  concerns  and 
thanksgivings  of  the  congregation.  And 
applause,  Mrs.  Tuell  writes,  “is  no 
longer  a  strange  sound  in  the  sanctuary, 
as  the  congregation  responds  to  parts  of 
the  worship  service.” 

Three  “treats”  she  found  in  churches 
were:  (1)  different  committees  and 
groups  in  the  church  planning  and 
leading  a  worship  service  during  the 
year,  providing  those  persons  an 
increased  awareness  of  the  meaning  of 
worship;  (2)  intergenerational  choirs 
offering  a  church  activity  to  which  an 
entire  family  may  give  time  and  talent; 
and  (3)  various  efforts  at  introducing 
and  teaching  hymns  to  a  congregation. 
Mrs.  Tuell  tells  of  one  district 
superintendent  who  had  a  continuing 
emphasis  on  helping  the  small  and 
isolated  churches  in  the  district  learn 
and  appreciate  new  hymns. 

"There  are,  of  course,  the  treadmill 
situations,”  she  writes,  “where  a 
congregation  covers  the  same  ground 
year  after  year.”  No  money  is  budgeted 
for  music,  choirs  continue  to  sing  worn- 
out  material  and  worship  practices  have 
not  changed  in  a  generation.  That 
happens  not  because  of  conviction,  but 
because  of  inertia,  she  concludes. 


Francisco,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
represented  his  church.  Bishop  H. 
Thomas  Primm  of  Nashville  took  part 
from  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  Bishop  J.  Clinton  Hoggard 
of  Indianapolis,  Ind  .  represented  the 
African  Episcopal  Zion  Church. 

Author  of 
‘Roots’  lauds 
black  church 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (RNS)  -  A  little 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
Henning,  Tenn.,  is  “integral  in  my  life,” 
says  the  author  of  Roots,  the  best-selling 
book  which,  when  used  as  the  basis  of  a 
film,  drew  one  of  the  largest  television 
audiences  in  history. 

“I  grew  up  in  New  Hope,  C.M.E 
Church,”  Alex  Haley  said  during  a  visit 
to  the  denomination’s  29th  General 
Conference,  “and  I  don’t  know  anything 
that  has  had  a  greater  role  in  the  lives  of 
black  people  than  churches  such  as  this. 

“Churches  represent  the  first  thing  of 
an  institutional  nature  we  could  call  our 
own,"  he  said. 

Addressing  1,300  persons  at  a  benefit 
banquet,  Mr.  Haley  said  his  writing 
reflects  the  “things  I  learned  as  a  boy 
growing  up"  in  the  New  Hope  church.  A 
native  of  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  the  author  was 
reared  in  the  West  Tennessee  town  which 
today  has  a  population  of  about  600. 

Black  people  “across  the  generations 
have  said  ‘there’s  going  to  be  a  better 
day,’  ’’  Mr.  Haley  said,  and  that  belief 
was  nurtured  in  the  old  spirituals  they 
learned  in  the  churches. 

“We  need  to  realize  the  stabilizing  role 
of  the  black  church,”  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (CME) 
gathering  was  told.  "We  don’t  give  the 
church  enough  credit." 

The  author  said  he  had  heard  people 
here  speculate  on  how  the  church  could 
get  him  to  take  time  to  speak  here, 
considering  his  full  schedule  of  travels 
around  the  world. 

“It’s  simple,”  he  went  on.  “This  is  a 
CME  convention  and  I’m  a  CME  (and)  I 
feel  my  grandmother  up  there  watching 
me  tonight.” 

“Besides,”  he  chuckled  to  reporters, 
“I’ve  listened  to  so  many  preachers  that 
it’s  a  delight  to  have  preachers  sit  here 
and  listen  to  me." 

{  Poem  of  the  Week  ~| 

Vacation 

By  BETTY’  Z.  WALKER 
Now  it’s  here!  Oh,  happy  day! 

Two  whole  weeks  with  time  to  play. 

Time  to  change  our  daily  pace. 

Look  each  other  in  the  face. 

Time  to  visit  friends  and  kin, 

Time  to  take  a  look  within ; 

Time  to  rest  and  be  off  duty, 

Time  to  see  creation’s  beauty. 

Time  to  dig  in  back-yard  sod ; 

Time  to  be  alone  with  God. 


Protest  kBottle  baby  disease* 


WHITE  PLAINS,  N.Y.  —  Demonstrators  from  Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned 
picket  outside  White  Plains,  N.Y.,  offices  of  the  Nestle  Company.  They  protested 
the  company's  infant  formula  marketing  practices  in  undeveloped  countries, 
which  they  say  discourage  breast-feeding  and  encourage  the  preparation  of  the 
powdered  formula  in  areas  not  having  adequate  provisions  for  sterile  conditions. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


First  mother,  now  daughter 


UM  curriculum:  a  family  affair 

umm 

4r 


MANHATTAN,  Kans.  —  Mary  McDonnell  Harris  finds  inspiration  as  a 
curriculum  writer  in  her  class  of  35  younger  elementary  students.  Here  she 
discusses  a  story  in  the  spring  curriculum  unit  with  a  student  at  College  Avenue 
UMC.  Mrs.  Harris  and  her  husband.  Bob,  along  with  three  other  persons  teach  the 
Class.  KANSAS  EAST  •INTERCHANGE"  PHOTO 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 

Better  cancel  wedding 
than  court  disaster 


Celebration— not  awe- 
seen  new  worship  thrust 


What  some  Methodist  leaders  The  Legal  And  Legislative  Report 


are  saying  about  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 


Mark  A.  Tullos 


Executive  Director's  Statement 

As  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  prepares  to  convene  for 
the  year  1978  at  the  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  May  30  - 
June  2.  I  am  happy  to  acknowledge,  with  deep  gratitude,  what 
some  United  Methodist  leaders  are  saying  about  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation. 

Actually,  there  are  many  others  who  have  also  stated  their 
convictions  about  the  work  which  your  LMCF  is  doing  in  and 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana.  But  space  limitations  would  not 
permit  additional  affirmations. 

Our  hope  is  that  these  leaders  whom  you  know  and  in  whom 
you  share  great  confidence,  represent  a  fast  growing  majority 
of  God's  people  under  conviction  who  want  to  work  to  make 
Louisiana  a  morally  more  healthy  place  in  which  to  live.  It  is  in 
this  spirit  that  we  present  these  quotes. 


Bishop  J .  Kenneth  Shamblin 
Resident  Bishop 
United  Methodist  Church 


The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  has  a  very 
important  ministry  as  they  seek  to  bring  the  finest  values  of  | 
the  Christian  faith  to  be  a  vital  part  of  our  community  life. 

I  am  pleased  that  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  a  minister  of  the  I 
United  Methodist  Church  and  a  distinguished  leader  of  the  | 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  has  joined  the  Foundation  in  the  capacity  of 
Director  of  Promotion.  Dr.  Harrington  brings  to  this  responsibility  a  rich 
background  of  leadership  and  experience.  He  has  served  as  President  of  what  is 
now  Huston-Tillotson  College,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  district  superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans  District  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  and  most  recently  as  Area  Provost  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Harrington  is  a  dedicated  and  gifted  leader  in  the  church,  and  he  is 
representing  a  cause  that  is  worthy  of  our  deepest  concern. 

Sincerely, 


J  Kenneth  Shamblin 


At  a  time  when  the  people  of  Louisiana 
are  called  upon  to  make  moral  and 
ethical  decisions  on  so  many  issues  and 
when  our  State  Legislators  and  officials 
are  faced  with  the  responsibilities  of 
enacting  laws  that  will  touch  on  these 
issues,  it  is  imperative  that  we  have  a 
strong  clear  voice  to  speak  out  for  the 
causes  of  righteousness  and  to  keep  the 
people  informed  as  to  how  they  can  make 
their  influence  effective  in  the  deciding 
of  these  issues.  In  the  LOUISIANA 
MORAL  AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION  we 
have  such  a  voice,  but  that  voice  will 
remain  strong  and  effective  only  so  long 
as  it  has  the  full  support  of  the  religious 
people  and  the  churches  of  Louisiana. 

Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway,  Minister 
Noel  Memorial  UMC,  Shreveport 

My  association  with  the  LOUISIANA 
MORAL  AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION  has. 
over  the  years,  been  a  rewarding 
experience.  The  organization  has  been 
alert  to  those  opportunities  to  expose 
those  things  which  are  a  detriment  to  the 
spiritual  and  moral  fibre  of  our  great 
state.  I  appreciate  the  Christian  point  of 
view  from  which  the  FOUNDATION 
WORKS. 

Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

Secretary  of  Evangelism,  Jennings 

The  LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION  is  one  of  the  useful, 
practical  and  informative  works  of  our 
Conference  .  .  .  One  of  the  most 
important  aspects  of  the  LOUISIANA 
MORAL  AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION  is 
the  coordinated  effort  of  all  the  churches 
involved  toward  a  common  problem  in 
our  state  Here  faith  and  works  come 
together.  I  would  urge  all  our  churches  to 
give  to  the  fullest. 

W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  Minister 
First  UMC,  Lafayette 

The  LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION  is  a  very  helpful 
organization  for  all  the  churches  and 
citizens  of  Louisiana.  It  does  three  things 
as  I  see  it:  ( 1 )  Provides  an  excellent 
educational  program  in  schools  and 
churches  concerning  drugs,  which 
includes  alcohol;  (2)  Represents  and 
informs  the  Christian  citizenry 
concerning  all  moral  and  spiritual  issues 
that  come  before  our  state  legislature; 
(3)  Provides  a  medium  through  which 
many  churches  can  work  together  in  a 
definite  ecumenical  manner.  Let's  all  get 
behind  it  with  financial  and  moral 
support. 

Dr.  George  F  Pearce,  Jr.,  Minister 
First  Church,  Bossier  City 

I  am  delighted  in  the  leadership  of  the 
LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION,  Inc.  in  both  the  youth 
community  and  the  larger  community. 


Especially  for  your  representatives  that 
daily  present  the  positive  side  of  life  as 
well  as  point  out  the  eroding  of  morals 
through  the  use  of  drugs  and  comprising 
of  their  faith.  May  your  work  prosper  and 
influence  increase  throughout  our 
beloved  state. 

James  0.  Evans,  Minister 
Springhill  Church,  Springhill 

Although  I  have  read  reports  of 
LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION  for  many  years,  I  first 
developed  a  real  appreciation  for  its 
work  when  the  Education  Division 
visited  our  church.  The  presentation  was 
excellent  and  appealing  to  youth  as  well 
as  adults.  Theirs  was  a  message  of  "good 
news." 

The  program  of  LOUISIANA  MORAL 
AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION  adds  another 
dimension  to  the  work  of  the  Area 
Chairpersons  of  Social  Concerns  and 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Affairs. 
Our  Council  on  Ministries  will  be 
weaving  this  into  our  1978  program. 

J.  Vernita  Booker 
Vice  Chairperson;  CCOM, 
Chairperson,  COM. 

Mt.  Zion  Church,  New  Orleans 

The  LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION  seeks  to  provide  a 
Christian  solution  to  the  moral  problems 
of  our  day  through  education  and  the 
legislative  process.  I  wholeheartedly 
support  this  organization  and  pray  that 
together  our  Christian  voice  may  change 
the  course  of  the  morals  in  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward,  Conference 
President 

United  Methodist  Women,  New 
Orleans 

I  wholeheartedly  support  the 
objectives  of  the  LOUISIANA  MORAL 
AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION.  It  is  true 
that  you  cannot  legislate  moral  values; 
but  on  the  other  hand  legislation 
certainly  has  a  terrific  impact  in  that  it 
tends  to  place  a  community  sanction  on 
certain  values.  This  is  why  we  must  have 
legislation  that  enhances  the  moral 
climate  of  our  state  and  nation.  The 
LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION  is  performing  the  highly 
commendable  and  very  necessary  job  of 
promoting  such  legislation  both  on  a 
community  and  state  level. 

W.  Leon  McIntosh.  Lay  Leader 
Monroe  District,  Rayville 

Seldom  do  we  find  a  "hand"  that 
reaches  out  in  an  effective  way  to  help 
ease  the  load  of  or  to  serve  human  needs 
not  altogether  met  by  the  organized 
Christian  Church  .  .  .  For  the  past  35 
years,  the  LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND 
CIVIC  FOUNDATION  has  been  such  a 
"hand."  Through  Legislative  channels. 


Youth  Singers  and  their  timely  witness 
and  other  personal  contacts,  the 
Foundation  is  turning  the  spotlight  of 
righteousness  on  wickedness  in  divers 
places!  If  you  are  against  gambling,  the 
use  of  hard  drugs,  alcoholic  consumption 
or  any  other  evil  which  negatively  affects 
people,  then  you  are  "for"  LOUISIANA 
MORAL  AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION. 

Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr.,  Minister 
Bethany  Church,  New  Orleans 

I  believe  the  LOUISIANA  MORAL 
AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION  is  the  best 
organization  of  its  kind  in  America 
today! 

Dr.  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  Minister 
Trinity  Church,  Ruston 

LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION  has  a  long  history  of 
support  by  United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana.  The  addition  of  Dr.  Robert 
Harrington  to  the  staff  means  input  by  a 
member  of  our  Conference  and  a  greater 
sense  of  partnership.  I  hope  that  you  will 
give  this  program  both  financial  and 
moral  support. 

Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Jr.,  District 
Superintendent 

Lake  Charles  District,  Lake  Charles 

The  LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION  is  as  its  name  implies,  a 
great  moral  and  civic  agency 
representing  the  churches  of  Louisiana 
It  is  the  ecumenical  arm  of  the  Church 
that  helps  us  attack  the  moral  and  civic 
problems  that  plague  the  various 
communities  in  the  State.  Its  thrust  in  the 
area  of  legal  and  legislative  matters  as 
well  as  moral  problems  involving  youth 
is  most  gratifying.  Iam  quite  proud  that 
my  Communion,  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  giving  support  to  this  very 
important  agency  in  our  State  which  is  so 
beneficial  to  all  our  citizens. 

Nathaniel  P.  Perry,  Minister 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Slidell 

LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC 
FOUNDATION  has  always  had  my 
support,  for  it  goes  where  I  cannot  go  and 
speaks  loud  and  clear  on  issues  which 
affect  us  all. 

Ernest  C.  Arnold,  Conference 
President 

United  Methodist  Men,  New  Orleans 

The  Parish 
Representative 
Program 

A  progress  report 

A  program  of 
greatest  concern 
for  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  as  far 
as  promise  for  the 
future  is  concerned 
is  that  of  the 
development  of  a 
parish  organization 
in  all  of  the  64 
parishes  of  this 
state.  This  program  will  have  a  parish 
leader  who  will  be  a  layperson,  man  or 
woman. 

Eventually,  an  organization  will 
develop  in  the  parish  built  around  the  six 
cardinal  thrusts  of  LMCF,  namely, 
a)  Church  Relation,  b)  the  Home, 
c)  Legal  and  Legislative,  d)  Education, 
e)  Funding  and  Finance,  f)  Public 
Relations  and  Promotion.  The  Parish 
Committee  Chairperson  will  select  six 
chairpersons  for  his  committee 
leadership.  And  these  committees  will 
have  as  many  as  six  or  more  persons  on 
each  committee. 

This,  then,  will  become  the  little 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  in 
operation  in  each  of  the  64  parishes 
throughout  the  state.  This  total 
involvement  of  at  least  2304  workers  at 
the  parish  level,  a  new  idea  of  the 
Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation.  Mr.  Mark 
A.  Tullos,  is  the  reason  that  seven 
regional  meetings  of  ministers  were 
called  in  February-March  in  Minden, 
Rayville,  Lake  Charles,  Lafayette, 
Alexandria,  Baton  Rouge  and  New 
Orleans  to  request  of  these  ministers  to 
give  to  LMCF  the  names  of  strong 
leaders  which  could  be  turned  over  to  the 
nominating  committee  for  the  first 
person  to  be  selected  in  each  parish. 

From  Acadia  Parish  to  Winn  Parish 
they  came.  Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr  *.  Bob 


Ken  Ward 
Associate 
Executive  Director 
and  Director 
Legal  and 
Legislative 
Division 

Involvement  In  The 
Legislative  Process 

Each  responsible  citizen  should 
communicate  sincerely  and  specifically 
with  his/her  elected  officials.  Courtesy 
and  common  sense  dictate  that  in  doing 
so,  a  person  should  be  considerate, 
patient,  appreciative,  and  realistic.  This 
does  not  preclude,  however,  one  from 
being  firm,  persistent  and  idealistic. 
When  writing,  concerning  the  legislative 
process  after  the  session  has  begun,  the 
following  suggestions  will  be  helpful: 

1.  Address  your  letter  to 
The  Honorable  John  Doe 
Louisiana  Senate 

P.O.  Box  44243 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70804 
or  to 

The  Honorable  John  Doe 
House  of  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  44062 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70804 

2.  The  salutation  is  "Dear  Senator 
Doe:"  or  for  a  Representative,  “Dear 
Mr.  Doe:" 

3.  Type,  if  possible.  If  not,  please  write 
neatly. 

4.  Use  a  personal  letter  rather  than  a 
form  letter. 

5.  Be  courteous,  never  threaten. 

6.  Be  brief,  explain  clearly  your 
position. 

7.  Write  about  only  one  bill  at  a  time. 
Identify  it  by  number  if  possible. 

8.  Write  while  the  issue  is  timely.  Do  not 
procrastinate, 

9.  Write  your  own  personal  Legislator 
first,  ask  him  to  communicate  for  you  to 
other  committee  members.  Later,  you 
may  wish  to  write  other  Legislators  on 
the  issue. 

10.  Express  appreciation  for  his 
assistance  and  give  your  full  name  and 
address  for  a  possible  response. 

When  telephoning,  the  same  rules  as 
listed  above,  would  apply  when  talking 
as  when  writing.  The  following  numbers 
are  available  to  you  to  communicate  with 
your  Legislator: 

1.  Legislative  Switchboard  -  504/387- 
3777.  This  number  will  enable  you,  on 
occasion,  to  talk  directly  with  your 
Senator  or  Representative. 

2.  PULSE  Line  -  This  is  a  public 
answering  service  provided  by  the 
Legislature.  Any  citizen  can  call  the 
number  toll  free,  to  obtain  information 
on  the  content  and  progress  of  bills  under 
consideration  by  the  Legislature,  as  well 
as  Committee  schedules  and  agenda  to 
the  extent  possible.  The  instate,  toll  free 
phone  number  is  1-800-272-9852  and 
persons  in  Baton  Rouge  should  call  389- 
5391. 

3.  PAL  Line  -  This  is  another  toll  free 
number  and  is  operated  through  the 
Governor’s  office  during  regular 
working  hours.  Using  this  particular 
number,  one  can  leave  a  message  for  a 
particular  Representative  or  Senator 


Norwood*,  DeWitt  M.  Ginn*,  Abe  M. 
Conerly*,  Henry  Gage,  William  V. 
Sirman,  Marshall  Weskey,  W.  O.  Lynch, 
Jr.,  Walter  Garriott,  Ned  L.  Stout*, 
Wallace  P.  Blackwood*,  Fred  W. 
Schwendimann,  George  H.  Sherman, 
Jr.*,  Terrall  T.  Lowe,  Isaac  A.  Patton, 
Jr.,  E.  Eugene  Kimble,  William  "Bill" 
McCutcheon*,  William  E.  “Wishy" 
Nolan,  Leon  C.  Scott*,  Roger  Dale 
Lathan,  Michael  McLaurin,  Steve 
Caraway*,  James  L.  Adams*,  Heaton  B. 
Crammer*,  Dorothy  McGowen,  Denver 
Dale  Lyons,  Lester  N.  Nance*,  Alonzo  J. 
Campbell,  Minns  Robertson,  George 
McVay,  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  Lynn  W. 
Merrill*,  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Jr.,  Joe  G. 
Key**,  Larry  D.  Robertson,  Tracy  R. 
Arnold,  Cleburne  W.  Quaid,  Louis 
Coppage,  Jr.,  John  David  CoHey*, 
Merlin  W.  Merrill,  G.  Eldred  Blakely, 
John  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  Frank  M. 
Stage,  Harold  Babin*,  Boyd  Hood,  John 
E.  Scarf,  George  A.  Duerson,  W.  C. 
August,  Fred  S.  Flurry,  Garland  C. 
Dean,  Sidney  Irving,  Henry  Cleve 
Chandler*,  Louis  L.  Streams,  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr., 
Bernard  R.  Smith,  Leo  L.  Beck,  Eddie  E. 
Morgan,  Paul  E.  Longstreth*,  W.  Spiller 
Milton,  L.  W.  Taylor. 

We  are  grateful  to  all  these 
clergypersons  for  giving  their  time  to  a 
very  good  cause.  And  we  wanted  the 
readers  in  the  64  parishes  to  know  that 
these  leaders  did  respond  to  the  LMCF 
appeal. 

*  Clergy  who  did  not  attend  after 
consenting  because  of  unavoidable,  last 
minute  church  emergencies 
**  Lay  person  who  attended. 


I 


Parti 


registering  his/her  support  or  opposition 
to  a  particular  piece  of  legislation. 

Remember  that  we  are  privileged  in 
our  nation  to  have  a  government 
responsive  to  its  citizens.  The  Bible  in 
Proverbs  25:19  states  that  "Putting 
confidence  in  an  unreliable  man  is  like 
chewing  with  a  sore  tooth  or  trying  to  run 
on  a  broken  foot.”  It  also  may  be  added 
that  a  citizen’s  failure  to  participate  in 
his  government  makes  him  little  better 
off  than  the  citizen  who  cannot  because  of 
government  oppression.  Let  us  assist  you 
in  involving  yourself  in  the  affairs  of  our 
state. 

At  this  writing,  2,411  bills  have  been 
introduced  and  both  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  are  in  session, 
referring  most  of  these  bills  to 
committee  before  they  will  begin  the 
constitutionally  required  eignt-day 
break.  Even  though  some  committee 
hearings  may  be  held  during  the  break,  it 
is  primarily  a  time  envisioned  by  the 
drafters  of  the  constitution,  that  your 
elected  Senators  and  Representatives 
can  hear  from  you  on  the  issues  that  will 
be  debated  during  the  session.  This 
edition  seeks  primarily  to  identify  for 
you  many  of  the  bills  that  may  have  an 
influence  on  the  moral  climate  of  our 
state,  and  those  that  we  feel  many  of  our 
readers  will  be  interested  in. 

The  legislative  digest  in  this  edition  is 
not  exhaustive,  and  in  many  instances, 
there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  available 
about  the  bills  to  know  their  impact.  This 
list  is  derived  from  our  constant 
monitoring  and  reading  of  the  bills 
introduced  in  this  session.  In  the 
following  editions  of  the  Legal  and 
Legislative  Letter,  these  issues  will 
begin  to  crystallize  and  we  will  better 
identify  the  full  effect  of  the  proposed 
legislation.  We  will,  of  course,  keep  you 
posted  on  the  progress  of  the  legislation 
as  it  works  its  way  through  the 
legislative  process. 

Let  me  remind  you  again  that  we  are  in 
the  Legislature  as  your  spokesman  on 
the  moral  issues.  We  can  speak  for  you 
and  serve  you  best  as  we  hear  from  you. 
Please  call  Ken  Ward  person  to  person 
collect  at  504/343-5788  for  any  reason  that 
you  may  have  to  discuss  legislation.  He 
will  not  generally  be  in  the  office  while 
the  Legislature  is  in  session,  but  the 
message  will  be  relayed  to  him  and  he 
will  call  you  back.  Please  remember  to 
call  him  person  to  person  —  collect. 

Part  2 

Legislative  Digest 

ABORTIONS 

HB  M2  (M  Thompson!  Prohibits  the  use  of  public 
funds  for  abortions. 

HB  905  (M  Thompson)  Provides  for  parents 
notification  of  abortions  performed  on  minors 
HB  1 185 1  Carson )  Relative  to  abortion 
SB  102  (Tiemanm  Relative  to  abortion  —  grounds  for 
immediate  divorce. 

AID  TO  PRIVATE  AND  PAROCHIAL  SCHOOLS 

HB  536  <  J.  Jackson)  Provides  for  the  distribution  of 
educational  materials  to  private  and  proprietary 
schools 

HB  1080  iLeithman)  Provides  for  education  of 
exceptional  children  in  both  public  and  private  schools. 
Coordination  of  Federal,  State  and  Local  monies 
SB  M8  iShehee)  Relative  to  the  continuing  education 
programs  for  teachers  to  attend  non-public  colleges 
and  universities  —  title  only. 

ALCOHOL 

HB  172  (Bagert)  Relative  to  permit  dealers  in 
beverages  of  low  alcoholic  content. 

HB  862  (Dimos)  Provides  for  prosecution  of  DWI 
cases. 

HB  902  i Lynn)  Provides  for  fees  foe.  permits  of 
beverages  of  low  alcoholic  content. 

HB  940  ( John )  Relative  to  the  discount  allowed  on  the 
excise  tax  on  beverages  of  low  alcoholic  content 
HB  1099  <Ackal)  Provides  for  excise  tax  on 
beverages  of  low  alcoholic  content. 

SB  400  i  Poston,  and  others-  Remedial  Legislation 
relative  to  setting  dates  for  Local  Option  Elections. 

SB  515-517  (Bnnkhaus)  Relative  to  Local  Option 
Elections  —  alcoholic  beverages. 

SB  730  (Kiefer)  Relative  to  conviction  of  multiple 
DWI  offenders 

SB  741  ( Kiefer)  Relative  to  Alcohol  Control  Board  - 
Title  only. 

SB  780  (Brown)  Relative  to  Local  Option  Elections 
and  alcoholic  beverages  —  Title  only 
SB  833  ( Brown )  Relative  to  DWI  -  Title  only. 

CORRECTIONS 

HB  27  (Toca)  Provides  that  no  habitual  offenders 
shall  be  eligible  for  parole,  probation  or  suspension  of 
sentence 

HB  259  (Grisbaum)  Provides  educational 
opportunities  for  inmates 

HB  2M  (Grisbaum)  Provides  for  notification  of 
certain  officials  for  pardons  and  compensations. 

HB  493  <M  Thompson)  Provides  for  prohibition  of 
certain  criminals  in  work  release  programs. 

HB  1240-1248  ( Hogan  i  Relative  to  prison  reform 
HB  1480  4  1481  ( Hainkel )  Provides  for  notification  of 
certain  officials  for  hearings  on  pardons  and  paroles. 

HB  1482 1  Faucheux)  Provides  for  parole  eligibility  of 
felony  offender 

SB  99  'Windhorst)  Provides  that  certain  criminals 
shall  be  ineligible  for  work  release  and  Vo-Tech 
Education  Programs 

SB  358  (Decuir)  Provides  for  prohibition  certain 
inmates  being  enrolled  in  work  release  programs 
CRIMINAL  PROCEDURES 
HB  340  ( Byrnes )  Provides  for  expungement  of  arrest 
records 

HB  371  (Grisbaum)  Relative  to  crimes  against 
elderly  persons 

HB  662  (Charbonnet)  Prohibits  the  possession  of 
firearms  in  saloons 

SB  727  'Kiefen  Provides  that  records  of  felony 
arrests  not  be  destroyed. 

DRUGS 

HB  210  (Gunter)  Provides  for  search  of  students 
belongings 

HB  258  (Grisbaum)  Provides  for  the  forfeiture  of 
control  drugs 

HB  531  (J  Jackson)  Relative  to  the  possession  of 
small  quantities  of  marijuana 
HB  601  (Fernandez i  Provides  for  the  forfeiture  of 
dangerous  substances 


HB  800  i  Doucet )  Provides  for  the  testing  of  driver's 
blood  for  controlled  dangerous  substances. 

HB  1005  (Freeman)  Provides  penalties  for 

knowingly  possessing  prescription  forms 
HB  1008  (Freeman)  Provides  penalties  for 

possession  of  firearms  while  in  possession  of  drugs 
HB  1297  (Tauzin)  Relative  to  the  grounds  for 
revocation  of  drug  license. 

SB  184  (Guarisco)  Relative  to  the  lessening  of 
penalties  for  possession  of  marijuana 
SB  244-246  (Guarisco)  Relative  to  the  use  and 
possession  of  Marijuana 

SB  269  (Windhorst)  Provides  for  the  forfeiture  of 
controlled  dangerous  substances. 

FAMILY 

HB  74  (A.  Jackson)  Provides  for  sex  education  in 
public  schools 

HB  807  iLeithman )  Provides  for  student  discipline 
HB  867  (Fernandez)  Provides  final  divorce  in  six 
months. 

HB  HB  971  ( Hebert )  Provides  for  visitation  rights  of 
grandparents  of  adopted  children 
HB  1193  (Carson)  Relative  to  adoption. 

HB  1212  (R  Laborde)  Provides  for  disposition  of 
children  who  are  neglected,  etc. 

HB  1338  (Bajoie)  Provides  for  adoption  by  single 
persons. 

HB  1375  (Turnley )  Establishes  centers  for  victims  of 
marital  and  family  violence. 

HB  1384  (Fudge)  Provides  for  a  time  period  for 
adoption  of  a  child 

HB  1493  ( J.  Jackson)  Provides  for  the  legitimation  of 
children  by  a  notarial  act 

HB  1494  (J  Jackson)  Provides  guidelines  for 
voluntary  sterilization 

HB  1503  <M  Thompson)  Provides  for  requirements 
for  sealed  records  in  adoption  cases. 

SB  51  (McLeod)  Provides  for  visitation  rights  of 
grandparents  to  their  grandchildren. 

SB  176  (Casey)  Provides  for  divorce  after  6  months 
separation. 

SB  409  (Tiemann)  Relative  to  uniform  child  custody 
jurisdiction. 

SB  607  (Kiefer)  Sec  education  at  option  of  local 
school  board. 

SB  878  i  Guarisco )  Provides  for  divorce  on  grounds  of 
irreconcilable  differences 
SB  880  ( Guarisco)  Divorce  after  6  months. 

GAMBLING 

HB  626  (HAINKEL)  Provides  for  gambling  on 
certain  cruise  ships. 

HB  M7  ( Dimos )  Provides  that  certain  games  of  skill 
at  carnivals  are  not  gambling, 

HB  920  4  922  (Kimball)  Provides  for  pari-mutuel 
betting  on  jai  alai. 

HB  1107  (Sour)  Provides  for  prosecution  of  gambling 
as  a  business 

HB  1178  (Sour)  Authorizes  municipalities  to  define 
gambling. 

SB  180  (Casey)  Provides  for  gambling  on 
international  cruise  ships. 

SB  224  i  Hickey )  Provides  for  carnival  organizations 
to  conduct  certain  games  of  chance. 

SB  225  (Hickey)  Relative  to  the  number  of  days  a 
licensee  may  operate  games  of  chance. 

SB  439  (Hickey)  Relative  to  building  leased  for 
raffles,  bingo,  keno,  etc. 

SB  883  ( Guarisco)  Relative  to  the  creation  of  the  La 
Jai  Alai  Commission  and  provide  procedure  -  local 
option  relative  to  pan-mutuel  betting  on  jai  alai. 

GOVERNMENTAL  ETHICS 
HB  1 16  ( Bruneau )  Regarding  dual  office-holding. 

HB  252  (Carson)  Allows  public  officials  to  be  subject 
to  recall. 

HB  334  ( Accardo)  Provides  for  code  of  governmental 
ethics 

HB  535  ( J.  Jackson)  Provides  for  increased  penalties 
for  embezzlement 

HB  979  ( Carson )  Prohibits  the  use  of  public  funds  for 
electioneering. 

HB  1158  (J.  Jackson)  Relative  to  the  creation  of  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  violation  of  election  laws. 

HB  1179  (Carson i  Relative  to  changes  in  the  La 
Election  Code. 

HB  1487  (J  Jacksom  Provides  for  notification  of 
polling  place  changes. 

SB  4  (Brown)  Provides  for  Code  of  Government 
Ethics 

SB  46  ( Windhorst )  Regarding  dual  office  holding. 

SB  90  < Randolph)  Provides  for  a  governmental  Code 
of  Ethics  for  all  public  officials  and  employees, 

SB  101  (Randolph)  Provides  for  campaign  finance 
records  and  disclosure 

SB  155  (Randolph)  Provides  for  disclosure  of 
economic  interest  by  employees. 

SB  875  (Guarisco)  Provides  for  advanced 
notification  of  the  agendas  for  public  meetings 
JUVENILE  PROCEDURE 
HB  288  ( Grisbaum )  Codification  of  Juvenile  Code. 

HB  492  (Guidry)  Provides  for  the  detention  of 
neglected  children. 

HB  519  (Simoneaux )  Provides  for  the  employment  of 
minors  in  theatrical  productions  of  non-profit 
organizations 

HB  973  (Carson)  Provides  for  the  transfer  of 
juveniles  from  Juvenile  Courts  to  District  Courts 
HB  ,975  (Carson)  Pertains  to  the  crime  of 
intercourse  between  adult  and  a  male  under  the  age  of 
sixteen. 

HB  976  (Carson)  Provides  that  arrest  records  of 
juveniles  be  made  public,  if  the  arrests  were  for  three 
or  more  felonies. 

HB  1037  (Haik)  Provides  for  legal  assistance  for 
child  protection  workers. 

HB  1044  (Haik)  Provides  emergency  protective 
intervention  in  child  abuse  cases. 

HB  1054  (Morrison)  Provides  limitations  on  the 
admission  of  minors  to  race  meetings. 

HB  1144  (R  Thompson)  Provides  for  child  welfare 
regulation 

HB  1153  (J.  Jackson)  Provides  for  penalties  of  child 
labor  laws. 

HB  1253  (Freeman)  Provides  for  licensing  of  child 
welfare  agencies. 

HB  1281  ( Freeman )  Relative  to  child  abuse. 

SB  76  (Windhorst)  Provides  that  the  juvenile  courts 
shall  have  exclusive  original  jurisdiction  in  juvenile 
proceedings  concerning  a  child  except  those  over  15 
committing  capital  offenses. 

SB  78  (Windhorst)  A  constitutional  amendment 
providing  for  special  juvenile  procedures  for 
determination  of  guilt  for  persons  under  15  years  of  age 
committing  major  felonies 
SB  96  '  Windhorst )  Provides  for  transfer  of  juveniles 
to  District  Court  for  certain  major  felonies. 

SB  114  (Kiefer)  Provides  for  transfer  of  juveniles  to 
proper  adult  court. 

SB  698  (Kiefer)  Relative  to  the  disposition  of  case 
involving  delinquent  or  neglected  children. 

SB  700  (Kiefer)  Delete  Statutory  authorization  for 
transfer  of  minors  to  La,  Correctional  and  Industrial 
School. 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

HB  M3  ( Delpit  >  Provides  for  psychological  test  to  be 
administered  to  prospective  policemen. 

HB  726  'Freeman)  Provides  for  minimum 
requirements  for  the  office  of  sheriff 
HB  730  (Freeman)  Provides  penalties  for  willingly 
giving  false  statements  to  law  enforcement  officials 
while  conducting  investigation. 

HB  926  (Hainkel)  Provides  for  authority  of  campus 
police  officers. 

HB  1009  (Freeman)  Provides  for  crime  of  resisting 
an  officer. 

SB  341  (Brown i  Provides  penalty  for  making  false 
statement  to  a  law  enforcement  official  during 
investigation 
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|  |rence  stresses  relationship 
of  religion  and  the  arts 


The  New  Orleans  Religion  and  Arts 
Conference  will  convene  June  8th  at 
8:30  a.m.  at  First  UMC  New  Orleans  on 
Canal  Street.  Speakers  are  being 
featured  to  present  the  past,  present  and 
future  relationship  of  Religion  and  the 
Arts. 

Speakers  are: 

Dr.  John  P.  Newport.  Chavanne 
Professor  of  Religious  Studies  at  Rice 
University,  who  has  written  a  number  of 
books  including  Theology  and 
Contemporary  Art  Forms,  as  well  as 
organized  and  conducted  “Around  the 
World  Study  Groups" ; 

Dr.  Huel  D.  Perkins.  Dean  of  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Humanities  at 
Southern  University  in  Baton  Rouge,  who 
teaches  courses  in  Humanities  of  the 
Western  World  and  the  Black  Experience 
and  is  presently  completing  a  book  of  the 
people  of  the  Harlem  Renaissance 
movement  of  the  twenties  ; 

Dr.  Peter  E.  Peacock.  Professor  of 
Music  and  Humanities  at  Loyola  Uni¬ 
versity,  who  has  produced  a  steady 
stream  of  articles,  pamphlets  and  music 
compositions  in  his  field; 

Dr.  G.  Avery  Lee.  pastor  of  the  St. 
Charles  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  who  has 
also  found  time  to  author  numerous 
books  the  latest  one  being  I  Want  That 
Mountain; 

Father  David  A.  Boileau.  Executive 
Director  of  the  Louisiana  Committee  for 
the  Humanities,  with  a  PhD  from 
Louvain,  Belgium  and  who  currently 
teaches  philosophy  at  Loyola  University; 
and 

Dr.  Donald  Webb.  President  of 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  who  is 
both  scholar  and  playwright. 

“Louisiana  has  seen  several 
significant  innovations  relating  religious 
institutions  and  the  arts  in  recent  years,” 
said  Dr.  David  E.  Mason  of  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches, 
sponsor  of  the  Conference.  Mason  added, 
“What  we  have  done  in  the  past  few 
years  is  build  a  super-structure  of 
practical  projects  and  techniques.  We 
are  now  lifting  this  up,  and  slipping 
under  it  a  conceptual  foundation 


The  heavily  subsidized  program  (by 
the  Louisiana  Committee  for  the 
Humanities,  Louisiana  Renaissance, 
Religion  and  the  Arts,  and  The 
Federation  of  Churches)  will  conclude 
the  all  day  conference  dealing  with  many 
provocative  topics,  with  a  dinner  that 
evening  at  the  Plimsoll  Club  on  top  of  the 
Internation  Trade  Mart  Building  over 
looking  the  Mississippi  River.  The 
registration  fee  for  the  conference, 
including  lunch,  is  $6.00.  Those  wishing  to 
attend  the  evening  dinner  can  take 
advantage  of  the  option  by  paying  an 
additional  $15.00  to  cover  the  cost. 
Registration  is  open  to  the  public,  but 
because  of  the  nature  of  the  program  and 
limited  space,  individuals  will  be 
accommodated  on  a  “first  come,  first 
serve”  basis.  Contact  Mimi  Sherrouse  at 
Dr.  Mason’s  office,  332  Carondelet 
Street,  New  Orleans.  LA.,  70130  for 
additional  information,  or  call  (504  )  524- 
0246. 

Among  the  topics  are:  "The  Death  and 
Rebirth  of  the  Symbols  for  God," 
“Religion  and  the  'Arts,  Are  They 
Competitive?  Antagonistic?”  “The 
Relationship  of  Theology  and  Art,"  “An 
Overview  of  the  Non-Judeo-Christian 
Religious  Tradition  in  the  Arts,”  “An 
Overview  of  the  Louisiana  Renaissance 
Experience,”  “Religious  Literature  and 
Rhetoric  as  Art  Forms,”  “The  Black 
Experience  of  the  Art  within  the 
Church,”  and  a  debate  on  the  question, 
“Should  Art  be  Elitist  or  Popular?  " 

In  describing  the  importance  of  the 
Conference,  Dr.  Mason  said,  "With  the 
merging  increased  education  and 
increased  leisure  the  explosion  of 
interest  in  the  Arts  will  continue. 
Leadership  in  the  churches  should 
understand  this  trend  and  give  serious 
consideration  to  the  Arts  as  a  means  of 
both  enhancing  worship  and  reaching 
people.  The  New  Orleans  Religion  and 
the  Arts  Conference  will  be  “first-class" 
all  the  way.  It  is  an  unusual  opportunity. 
Anyone  who  can  participate  will  be 
making  a  wise  decision  to  be  here  on 
June  8th. 


Happenings 

June,  July,  August 

JUNE  1978 

11 

United  Methodist  Student  Day 

11-13 

Conference  &  District  Youth  Team  Training,  Dillard 

12-16 

Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

14-16 

Youth  Assembly,  Dillard  University 

17 

Ethnic  Minority  Convocation  on  the  Ministry,  Alexandria 

19-22 

Bishop’s  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

23-24 

Young  Adult  Retreat,  Camp  lstrouma 

24-25 

JULY  1978 

Annual  Men’s  Retreat  (Board  of  Laity),  La.  College,  Pineville 

9 

Lafon  United  Methodist  Home  Day 

10-14 

Youth  Ministry  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

10-15 

Christian  Community  Experience,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

8-14 

Jurisdictional  Lab  Seminar,  Sacramento,  NM 

15-21 

Jurisdictional  Lab  Seminar,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

17-22 

Christian  Community  Experiences,  Lake  Charles  District 

18-23 

Camp 

Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Centenary  College 

23-27 

Ecumenical  Conference  on  Mission,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

24-27 

31-August  3 

AUGUST 

Jurisdictional  Association  (United  Methodist  Musicians), 
Centenary  College 

Pastor’s  School,  Centenary  College 

5-11 

Lab/Seminar,  Alamo  Heights  UMC,  San  Antonio 

6 

People’s  Community  Center  Day 

25-27 

Conference  Youth  Team  Training,  Camp  lstrouma 

26 

Church  of  Small  Membership  Workshop,  Bethel  UMC, 
Alexandria  District 

27 

First  Sunday  in  Kingdom  tide 

-Around  the  Conference 


President  of  Women ’s  Division 
to  speak  in  New  Orleans 

The  President  of  Women’s  Division  Mai  H.  Gray  (Mrs.  C. 
Jarrett)  is  to  be  the  featured  speaker  at  the  Annual  Women’s 
Day  at  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
Sunday  June  18  at  10:55  a.m.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  and 
Mrs.  Gloria  Stewart  Jackson,  Chairwoman,  welcome  anyone 
across  the  conference  to  join  them  in  this  special  occasion. 

Mrs.  Gray,  Kansas  City,  was  a  member  of  the  B.G.M.  four 
years  prior  to  this  office  which  serves  1.4  million  members  in 
50  states  and  Puerto  Rico.  Her  qualifications  include  an  MRE 
degree  from  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  and  an  MA  from 
University  of  Missouri.  She  is  a  consultant  on  leave  in  the 
Kansas  City  School  District.  Currently  she  is  on  the  board  of  several  institutions 
including  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

CENTENARY. 

COLLEGE 
OF  LOUISIANA 


McGuire  UMC  will  begin  this  summer 
with  a  revival.  June  5-6-7.  The  Rev. 


Walter  Albritton,  Jr.,  pastor  of  The  First 
UMC  of  Demolpolis,  Alabama  will  be 


An  APPRECIATION  OCCASION  was  hosted  by  Lois  and  Carl  Lueg,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District,  assisted  by  the  Parsonettes  and  UMW  of 
the  district  Sunday.  May  21. 

After  two  vocal  numbers  by  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton.  Dr.  Lueg  presented 
monogrammed  brass  door  knockers  to  the  retirees:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Sewell ; 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Eldred  Blakely  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  Cooke. 

Mr.  Whit  White,  District  Lay  Leader  from  Bossier  First  UMC  gave  the  Luegs  a 
money  gift  nested  in  an  antiqued  jewelry  box  from  the  district  —  both  lay  and 
parsonage  families.  David  Lueg  was  presented  a  Sony  portable  AM  FM  Public 
Service  Band  Receiver. 

The  district  parsonage  on  Monrovia  was  the  scene  of  this  lovely  open  house 
attended  by  many  guests  of  the  Shreveport  area. 


leading  these  services.  The  main  service 
will  be  at  7: 30  p.m.  each  evening. 

Rev.  Albritton  is  a  member  of  the 
Alabama-West  Florida  Conference  and 
has  served  on  the  staff  of  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 
He  has  authored  a  number  of  books,  two 
of  which  are:  "If  You  Want  to  Walk  on 
Water,  You’ve  Got  to  Get  Out  of  Your 
Boat.”  Word  Publishers  and  “The  Lay 
Witness  Mission  Manual."  Rev.  Albritton 
has  begun  a  tape  ministry  through  Lay 
Ministries,  Inc.,  Arlington,  Texas.  He  is 
one  of  the  outstanding  preachers  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Buddy  Mann  heads  the  work  area  on 
evangelism  for  the  McGuire  Church  and 
Rev.  Deen  Thompson  is  the  pastor. 


Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  minister,  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  Baton  Rouge. 
Louisiana,  preached  the  closing  sermon 
for  the  Memphis  Conference  on  May  31, 
1978.  Lambeth  College,  Jackson,  Tenn. 
Dr.  Haynes  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
great  preachers  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  America  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  won  first  place 
in  the  Evangelical  Basketball  League  of 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  This  is  the 
second  time  Wesley  has  placed  first  over 
a  two  year  period. 

Mr.  Eugene  Brown  and  Mr.  Chris  Beal 
are  Co-Captains  of  the  team.  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Jr.  is  pastor. 


. 


Ordinands  include 

veil  deacons 


Theological 


Charles 
Jan.  3, 

La.,  single,  home 
church,  First  UMC, 

Lafayette,  BR/L 
District,  graduate 
of  University  of 
Southwestern  Lou¬ 
isiana  in  Speech  | 

Communication, 
now  attending  Asbury 
Seminary. 

Troy  Edward 
Boyd,  Jr.,  born 
August  11,  1949, 

Lovington,  New 
Mexico,  married, 
two  children,  home 
church.  Cotton  Val¬ 
ley,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict,  graduate  of 
Northwestern  State 
niversity  in 
Speech,  now  attending  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

John  Van  — 

Dickens,  III,  born 
March  11,  1955. 

Hickory,  N.  C., 
single,  home  ^  fin 

church,  First  UMC,  ^  j  jjjg- 

Shreveport,  Bt  -  -  JB 
graduate  of  Centen- 
ary  College  in  • 

Religion,  now  at-  ^ 

tending  Iliff  School  HB^ 
of  Theology. 

O  m  a 
born 
1947, 
La., 
home 
church,  First  UMC, 
West  Monroe, 
Monroe  District, 

I  graduate  of  Centen- 
lary  College  in 

_ I  Humanities,  now- 

attending  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology. 

James  Thomas 
Logan.  born 
February  3,  1953, 

Ruston,  La.,  mar¬ 
ried,  home  church, 

Quitman  UMC, 

Ruston  District, 
graduate  of  South¬ 
western  Louisiana 
University  in  His¬ 
tory,  now  attending 


Jon 


Hattaway . 


August 


Monroe, 


single 


Perkins  School  of  Theology. 


V* 


Lee 

born 

1953, 

Mis- 


(no  picture 
available) 


The  first  Masters  degrees  earned  by 
Centenary  College  students  in  the  153 
year  history  of  the  institution  was 
awarded  to  fifteen  students  at  the  annual 
commencement  exercises,  Sunday,  May 
21,  at  2:30  p.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

The  graduate  programs  in  education 
and  business  administration  were 
started  in  the  fall  of  1976  with  the  first 
students  from  that  class  graduating  this 
year.  All  have  completed  a  minimum  of 
30  hours  required  for  the  degree. 

Those  receiving  the  M.Ed.  degree 
were:  Hugh  Scott  Coyle,  Plain  Dealing 
Academy;  Darden  Ford  Gladney,  Eden 
Gardens  Junior  High  School;  Emily 
Hancock  Meyers,  Judson  Street 
Elementary  School;  Ruth  Yvonne 
Pinckley,  Parkway  High  School,  Bossier 
City  ;  Susan  Dianne  Rands,  on  leave  from 
81st  Street  Elementary  School;  Barbara 
Walker  Reid,  Valencia  Junior  High 
School;  and  James  Alexander 
Vardeman,  Green  Oaks  High  School. 

The  M.B.A.  degree  was  conferred  upon 
eight  students:  Randy  Tiller,  Castle 
Printing  Company;  Robert  G.  Latham; 
Crystal  Oil  Company;  Rosemary  W. 
Hermann,  Libbey  Glass;  Jimmy  Dale 
DuVall,  Siedman  and  Siedman 
Accounting;  Don  Candell,  Financial  Aid 
Office,  Centenary  College;  Bobby  Logan 
Craigo,  accountant;  Reginald 
Alexander,  Southern  Bolt  and  Fastener; 
and  Noble  L.  Feldman,  Harrison 
Company. 


Robert 
McKinzie. 
December  9, 
Louisiana, 
souri, .single,  home 
church.  First  UMC, 
Shreveport,  grad¬ 
uate  of  Centenary 
College,  B.  A.,  now 
attending  Candler 
School  of  Theology. 


Shown  above  are  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Bastrop,  working  on  the  Christian  Banner  to  be  presented  to 
Centenary  College  for  the  Gold  Dome.  The  Banner  was  designed  by  Mrs.  Keith 
McGuire  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Moeller.  Those  in  this  picture  are  —  Mrs.  Keith  McGuire, 
(U.M.W.  President),  Mrs.  Olga  Cathey,  Mrs.  Fee  Roberts.  Mrs.  Alice  Perry.  Mrs. 
Barbara  Hussey.  Mrs.  Lucille  Green.  Mrs.  Helen  Corley,  Mrs.  Lois  Harrelson  and 
Mrs.  Corrine  Resweber 


Mansfield  First  United  MethodUt 
ladies  are  completing  the  banner 
designed  by  Mrs.  Eldred  Blakely  for  use 
in  Gold  Dome  for  Annual  Conference  as 
requested  by  Dr.  Donald  Webb  of 
Centenary. 


'  ST.  JOSEPH  UMC  presents  St.  Amants 
gifts  for  retirement  home. 

This  lamp,  table  and  the  chair  in  which 
Rev.  A.  D.  St.  Amant,  Jr.  is  sitting  were 
presented  to  him  and  Mrs.  St  Amant,  by 
the  St.  Joseph  Board  Chairman.  Jack 
Grace,  Jr.,  who  stands  behind  him.  Mrs. 
Merrill  Anthony,  right,  presented  the 
wall  clock  from  the  St  Joseph  United 
Methodist  Women.  A  mate  to  the  lamp 
was  givenby  the  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Women. 

Rev.  St  Amant  retires  June  I  and  will 
live  at  495  West  Beech.  Ponchatoula 
in  The  Retired  Minister's  Home  built  by 
the  congregation  and  the  Conference 
Board  of  Retired  Ministers'  Homes.  He 
will  serve  on  the  Ponchatoula  UMC  staff 
as  visitation  minister. 


THE  HODGE  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH  celebrated  its  75th  Anniver¬ 
sary  on  March  19,  1978.  The  Church 
began  as  a  Union  Church  in  1903. 

Taking  part  on  the  program  were  (l.  to 
r.  (  Rev.  C.  B  White.  Pastor  of  the 
Church  from  1935  to  1937,  Rev.  Robert 
Peyton,  Ruston  D.S.  Rev.  Tim  Lawson, 
present  Pastor,  Rev.  Terral  Lowe, 
Pastor  from  1958  to  1966  who  brought  the 
Morning  Message,  B.  E.  Hathaway,  Sr. 
Church  Lay  Leader,  and  Mrs.  Juanita 
Busbice,  who  gave  a  short  history  of  the 
Church. 


Lewis  Lestei 
Olmsted,  born 
April  13,  1938, 

Ottawa,  Illinois, 
married,  two  chil¬ 
dren,  home  church, 

First  UMC,  Slidell, 

New  Orleans/Sli¬ 
dell  District,  grad¬ 
uate  of  Southwest¬ 
ern  Louisiana 
University,  B.  S.,  now  attending  Garrett- 
Evangelical  UM  Seminary. 

^  Helen  G. 

-  Ploegsma,  born 

t February  17,  1923, 
^  Syracuse,  New 

York,  one  child, 
B,  home  church,  Uni- 

'  versity  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  LC  Dis- 
trict,  graduate  of 
_  -  McNeese  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  Masters  in 
Education,  Candler,  Masters  in  Christian 
Education,  will  attend  Candler  this 
summer. 

Charles  Gerald 
Richardson,  born 
December  24,  1945, 

Jena,  La.,  married, 
one  child,  home 
church,  First  UMC, 

Lake  Charles,  LC 
District,  graduate  I 
of  Louisiana  Col¬ 
lege,  has  39  hours 
at  Southern  Baptist  k 
Seminary,  will  return  to  a  United 
Methodist  Seminary  shortly. 

Terry  Wilbur 
Swan,  born  June  26, 
1953,  Rice  Lake, 
Wisconsin,  single 
home  church, 
Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport,  Shreve¬ 
port  District  gradu- 
.  ate  of  Centenary 
College  in  Christian 
Education,  now  at¬ 
tending  Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 


Seven  elders 
in  full  connection 

Dan  R.  Allen, 
born  August  12, 

1948,  Baton  Rouge, 

La.,  married,  one 
son,  graduate  of 
Northeast  Louisi¬ 
ana  University  and 
St.  l^aul  School  of 
Theology,  Pro¬ 
bationary  Member¬ 
ship  and  Deacon’s 
Orders,  1975,  now 
serving  Davidson 
Memorial,  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette 
District. 

Robert  Meredith 
;f  _  . .  JPw  Allen,  born  Feb- 
•  ruary  1.  1951.  San 

"  -  Antonio.  Texas, 

^9L  married,  graduate 
fWr-  — of  Southwestern 
"«<V*B  University,  George- 
P|  ■  town,  Texas  and 

Kl  B  Perkins  School  of 

9.  Theology.  Proba- 
1B^  1  tionary  Member- 

▼  v  J  ship  and  Deacon's 

:J- 1  Orders,  1975,  now 
serving  as 
Associate  at 
Aurora,  New  Orleans-Houma  District. 


Terrance  Sylves¬ 
ter  August,  born 

June  22,  1952,  Pain- 
courtville,  La., 
single,  graduate  of 
Southern  Univer-  ' 
sity  and  Gammon 
Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Probationary 
Membership  and 
Deacon’s  Orders,* 
1976,  Franklin,  As¬ 
bury -Trinity,  Bald¬ 
win,  Baton  Rouge 
Lafayette  District. 


Kenneth  M . 
Carroll,  born  Feb- 
jjS-vu  ruary  13,  1951,  New 
Orleans,  La  .  mar- 
y  ried,  graduate  of 
Southeastern  Lou- 
V  **  %v  ip  isiana  University 
W  and  Perkins  School 
*41^  T  of  Theology.  Pro- 
bationary  Member- 
-"’iH  s h  1 P  and  Dea  c on's 
'[r-i  *  'V.  Border'-.  197-1  now 

^B  ^^^B serving 
B  Associate  at  Kayne 

Memorial  in  New 
Orleans. 

James  D .  ^ 

Hengstenberg,  born 
May  16,  1946,  La 
Cygne,  Kansas,  , 
married,  two  chil¬ 
dren,  graduate  of 
Louisiana  Tech, 

Fulbright  Fellow¬ 
ship  at  Ludwin 
Maximiliana  Uni- 
versitaet,  Munich, 

Germany,  and 
Perkins  School  of  | 

Theology,  Proba¬ 
tionary  Member-i 
ship  and  Deacon’s  Orders,  1974,  now 
serving  as  Associate  at  Asbury,  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  District. 


Timothy  Edward 
Lawson,  born  Sept. 
10,  1951,  Texar¬ 
kana,  Texas,  mar¬ 
ried,  one  child, 
graduate  of  Louis¬ 
iana  State  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology, 
Probationary 
Membership  and 
Deacon’s  Orders, 
1974,  now  serving 
Hodge-Dodson-New 
ope,  Ruston 
District. 


Els  wood  Joseph 
Martin,  born 
March  23,  1932,  in 
LaFourche  Parish. 

Louisiana,  mar¬ 
ried,  two  children, 
graduate  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville, 

Tenn.  and  an  M.  R. 

E.  from  Iliff  School 
of  Theology,  com¬ 
pleted  Ministerial 
Course  of  Study, 

1977,  Probationary 
Membership  and  Deacon’s  Orders,  1973, 
now  serving  Fairview-Sweetlake,  Lake 
Charles  District. 

These  ordinands  were  ordained 
Thursday  Evening  June  1,  1978  at  First 
UMC  with  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb 
preaching. 


Paul 

Wesley. 

March 

Baton 

married, 


La  mont 
born 
B,  1947, 
Rouge, 
two  chil- 


( No  Picture 
Available) 


dren,  home  church, 

First  UMC,  Den¬ 
ham  Springs,  grad¬ 
uate  LSU,  Baton 
Rouge,  now  attend¬ 
ing  New  Orleans 

Baptist  Theological  Seminary  with  1/4 
B.D.  work  completed. 
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Divorce  should  not  be  seen  as 
a  panacea  for  marital  conflicts 


Parents  who  hold  a  troubled  marriage 
together  because  of  their  children  may 
do  more  psychological  harm  than  if  they 
divorce,  according  to  a  research  study 
which  made  headlines  in  recent  weeks. 

The  research  team,  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Virginia,  claims  it  has  found  sta¬ 
tistical  evidence  (based  on  interviews 
with  96  white,  middle-class  families)  that 
“in  the  long  run,  it  is  not  a  good  idea  for 
parents  to  remain  in  a  conflicted  mar¬ 
riage  for  the  sake  of  the  children.” 

The  results  of  this  study  appear  to  pro¬ 
vide  scientific  support  for  the  increas¬ 
ingly  popular  notion  that  divorce  is  the 
most  desirable  course  of  action  for 
couples  who  are  experiencing  conflict  in 
their  marriages.  According  to  this  new 
philosophy,  if  a  marriage  is  ill,  a  lot  of 
unwanted  pain  can  be  avoided  simply  by 
ending  it.  “It’s  even  better  for  the 
children,”  the  new  Virginia  study  seems 
to  suggest. 

Earlier  generations  in  our  society 
placed  a  dehumanizing  stigma  on  di¬ 
vorce.  The  motto  then  was  “hold  a  mar- 
ri.ige  together,  whatever  the  cost.”  We 
do  not  believe  this  attitude  was  healthy  or 
realistic.  Some  marital  situations  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  so  destructive  to  all  members 
of  a  family  that  divorce  can  only  be  con¬ 
sidered  the  lesser  of  evils.  And  the 
Virginia  study  is  probably  correct  in 
suggesting  that  a  marriage  should  not  be 
held  together  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
children. 

We  believe,  however,  that  the  growing 
attitude  toward  divorce  as  a  panacea  for 
resolving  marital  conflict  is  equally 
unhealthy  and  unrealistic.  It  turns  the 
marriage  commitment  “until  death  do  us 
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part”  into  a  temporary  pact  “until  we 
decide  to  call  it  quits,”  and  provides  the 
marriage  partners  with  a  way  to  avoid 
dealing  with  the  sources  of  their  conflict. 

There  are  no  perfect  marriages  — 
devoid  of  conflict  and  pain  —  just  as 
there  are  no  perfect  human  beings  — 
devoid  of  self-centeredness  and  inner 
struggle.  The  glittery  Hollywood  image 
of  marriage  as  a  continuous  romantic  ad¬ 
venture  can  only  lead  to  disappointment 
and  disillusionment.  Against  this  image, 
every  married  person  has  reason  at 
some  time  in  his  or  her  life  to  seek  a 
divorce. 

From  a  Christian  perspective, 
marriage  is  not  primarily  a  romantic  ad¬ 
venture,  but  a  loving  covenant  between 
two  persons  to  face  life  together  —  “for 
better,  for  worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer, 
in  sickness  and  in  health.”  Regardless  of 
what  scientific,  studies  may  suggest,  we 
believe  that  most  marriages  are  worth 
saving,  and  most  marital  conflicts  can  be 
resolved  if  the  marriage  partners  take 
their  vows  seriously.  We  take  these  vows 
not  because  our  love  is  perfect,  but  in  the 
belief  that  love  can  grow  and  conflicts 
can  be  overcome  with  mutual  effort  and 
understanding.  If  we  earnestly  seek  to 
keep  our  marriage  vows,  we  are  assured 
that  God  will  make  our  homes  “a  haven 
of  blessing  and  a  place  of  peace.” 

We  believe  it  is  time  for  Christians  to 
reaffirm  —  without  withdrawing  com¬ 
passionate  support  and  understanding 
for  those  who  decide  that  divorce  is  the 
only  solution  —  that  reconciliation,  not 
divorce,  is  the  best  solution  for  most 
couples  experiencing  marital  dif¬ 
ficulties. 


Tongue  in  cheek? 

The  way  we  make  decisions 


By  PAUL  R.  WOUDENBERG 

Some  time  ago  a  salesman  came 
to  the  church  with  a  fine  new 
motion  picture  projector.  We 
needed  one  so  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Council  on 
Ministries.  The  Council  called  a 
special  meeting  to  prioritize 
matters  relating  to  the  projector 
and  other  needs.  They,  in  turn, 
referred  the  matter  to  the 
Education  Committee  for  study. 

The  Education  meeting 
established  a  task  force  to 
investigate  the  projector  idea.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  first  thing  to 
do  was  have  a  communications 
workshop  to  “get  in  touch  with  our 
feelings.”  This  took  several 
months  to  pull  together. 

The  workshop  was  a  success, 
however,  and  explored  sexist  and 
racist  implications  in  film  and 
wrote  a  guideline  for  possible  film 
rentals. 

The  age  group  coordinators  were 
next  called  in  and  after  several 
meetings,  they  prepared  a  fact 
sheet  which  evaluated  the  motion 
picture  projector  as  a  tool  for 
learning  with  particular  reference 
to  the  handicaps  of  youth  and  the 
non-mechanically  inclined  aged  in 
handling  machinery.  The 
recommendation  was  for  a  series 
of  learning  sessions  to  train 
operators  of  all  ages. 

The  trustees  were  next  consulted 
and  they  at  once  called  for  an 
inventory  study  of  all  existing 
audio-visual  equipment.  The 
Finance  Committee  began  work  on 


funding  such  a  project  but 
concluded  that,  as  a  non-budget 
item,  it  would  have  to  be  referred 
to  the  memorials  committee. 
Memorials  met  several  times  and 
conducted  a  thorough  audit  of 
available  funds  with  the  result  that 
several  donors  of  past  memorials 
were  contacted  at  considerable 
trouble.  There  was  finally 
agreement  that  some  of  the  funds 
could  be  used. 

The  Administrative  Board 
finally  had  everything  put  together 
and  after  three  months 
deliberation,  took  action  and  voted 
to  bqy  the  projector.  It  was 
discovered,  however,  that  the 
salesman  had  died  two  years 
earlier  and  the  model  under 
consideration  was  no  longer 
available.  The  whole  question  was 
then  referred  back  to  the  Council 
on  Ministries  for  evaluation  and 
study. 

The  evaluation  was  highly 
successful  and  concluded  that  all 
goals  had  been  properly 
established  and  verified  and  that 
everything  had  been  given 
complete  consideration.  Although 
the  projector  was  not  purchased, 
there  was  general  agreement  that 
the  church  had  been  drawn  closer 
together;  and  that  there  had  been  a 
new  raising  of  consciousness 
throughout  all  committees,  for 
which  thanks  was  given. 

Dr.  Woudenberg  is  pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Wayfarer  in  Carmel, 
California. 


Here  I  Stand 

Ads  are  worst  form 
of  pornography 


JUNE  2.  1978 


We  should  affirm  sanctity  of  unborn  life 


To  the  Editor: 

In  your  May  19  issue  an  article  about 
Leonard  Boche’s  abortion  statement  to 
the  National  Council  of  Catholic  Bishops 
draws  a  parallel  between  the  issues  of 
temperance  and  abortion.  I  beg  Dr. 
Boche’s  pardon,  but  what  a  poor 
analogy!  One  issue  deals  with  people’s 
beverage  preferences  —  the  other  with 
the  sacredness  of  human  life.  Jesus 
Christ  was  God  Incarnate  from  the 
moment  of  conception  —  not  after  3 
months  or  6  months  or  full-term  delivery. 

When  will  we  United  Methodists  wake 
up  to  the  realization  that  abortion,  at  any 
time  after  conception,  is  the  taking  of  a 
human  life.  From  the  time  the  egg  and 
sperm  unite,  a  new,  complete,  never- 
before-duplicated,  never- to-be-repeated 
organism  exists.  That  organism  needs 
-time  and  nourishment  to  reach  full 
human  potential  and  maturation,  but 
that  fact  does  not  change  even  after 
birth.  The  newborn  infant  needs  many 
years  and  much  nourishment  to  reach 
full  potential. 

I  am  also  tired  of  having  the  abortion 
issue  labeled  a  “Catholic”  or  “church” 
issue  —  one  that  the  government  should 
not  get  involved  with.  This  issue  crosses 
all  church  and  denominational  lines  and 
involves  anyone  who  has  given  any 
serious  thought  to  the  long-term  and  far- 
reaching  consequences  of  the  disregard 
for  the  sanctity  of  unborn  life. 

Such  questions  as  the  need  for  humane 
treatment  of  the  fetus  during  its  death 
(as  raised  by  Dr.  Paul  Ramsey  in  the 
same  issue)  and  the  question  of  what  to 
do  in  case  the  fetus  is  alive  when  aborted 
(do  we  strangle  it,  allow  it  to  die  by  itself, 
or  try  to  save  it)  serve  to  point  out  the 
folly  of  tampering  with  God’s  supreme 
and  ultimate  creation  —  human  life. 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  that  the  only 
crime  in  this  country  today  which  is 
universally  punishable  by  death  is  to  be 
unwanted,  inconvenient  and  unborn. 

Gloria  Kauls 

Roseville,  Minnesota 
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allowance  compare  with  other 
professions  and  industry? 

(5)  What  about  the  matter  of  unem¬ 
ployment  compensation?  Teachers,  nur¬ 
ses  and  workers  in  business  and  industry 
are  eligible  for  unemployment  com¬ 
pensation.  People  who  have  been 
working  for  the  church  are  not. 

Mabel  Mitchell 
Poplar  Bluff,  Missouri 


By  GLENN  SMITAL 

There  seems  to  be  a  nationwide  cam¬ 
paign  developing  to  stamp  out  por¬ 
nography.  Our  church  leaders  and  other 
citizen  groups  are  up  in  arms  about  all 
the  obscenity  being  promoted  in  this 
country. 

Well  and  good,  except  they  have  the 
wrong  target  as  perpetuators  of  per¬ 
version. 

The  true  promoters  of  obscenity  and 
pornography  are  our  commercial  ad¬ 
vertisers.  Daily,  hourly,  constantly,  they 
divert  our  attention  from  our  truly 
human  purposes  to  a  perverseness  as 
purchaser,  consumer,  and  possessor  of 
things. 

People  who  exploit  our  natural  need  for 
sex  by  turning  it  into  a  commercial  ven¬ 
ture  to  make  money  are  certainly 
promoting  pornographic  perversion. 

Much  more  devastating  to  us  humans 
is  the  commercial  advertiser.  He  takes 
our  natural  need  for  clothing,  food  and 
shelter  and  perverts  it  to  his  own  use  to 
make  money,  and  turns  our  whole  life  in¬ 
to  an  obscenity. 

People  were  meant  for  more  than 
things.  People  shouldn’t  live  to  eat,  but 
should  eat  to  live.  Our  advertisers  would 
have  us  turn  it  around;  we  live  so  we  can 
consume  and  possess  things.  What  a  per¬ 
version  of  a  human  life  has  been  fastened 
upon  us  by  advertising  .  .  .  and  it’s  all 
legal. 

Instead  of  being  taught  to  enjoy  more 
and  more  of  less  and  less,  our  advertisers 
have  convinced  us  the  more  stuff  we 
have,  the  happier  we  will  be. 

Women,  small  children  and  men  are 
bombarded  constantly  in  our  homes  with 
radio  and  television,  in  our  newspapers, 
magazines  and  billboards  promoting  the 
perversion  that  humans  were  meant  for 
things  —  that  human  salvation  lies  in 
things  we  own. 

Hang  the  ad  men  as  our  witches ;  stone 
the  salesman  as  the  adulterer  he  is. 
Women  can  spend  whole  days  in  what 
they  call  window  shopping;  I  call  it 


Glenn  Smital 
wallowing  in  their  lust.  They  get  a 
depraved  satisfaction  from  trying  on  all 
the  blouses  and  examining  all  the 
sweaters  . .  .  satisfying  some  base 
animal  nature  to  possess  things. 

I  can  walk  through  one  of  our -modern 
dens  of  iniquity  —  a  so-called  discount 
store  —  and  be  overwhelmed  by  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  alj  the  stuff  on  display.  Piled  high 
from  the  floor  to  the  ceiling,  row  upon 
row  of  stuff:  nice,  shiny,  bright,  plastic 
stuff  just  begging  me  to  take  it  home.  I 
can  only  stand  ten  minutes  of  this  per¬ 
version  when  I  am  overcome  with  nausea 
and  need  a  fast  exit  to  preserve  my 
equilibrium. 

This  obscenity  is  not  only  legal,  but 
even  encouraged  because  it  is  supposed 
to  help  the  country’s  economic  condition. 

In  America,  the  advertisers  have  been 
successful  in  reducing  human  beings  to 
consumers.  In  America,  we  have  twice 
as  many  refrigerators  as  do  the 
Russians.  Aren’t  we  great!  Yes  sir,  we’re 
the  greatest  nation  in  the  world  —  just 
look  at  our  refrigerators. 

Of  course,  we  may  need  a  car  to  get 
work  or  a  pill  for  an  occasional  pain  in 
our  elbow.  Does  that  give  the  advertising 
industry  the  right  to  shove  our  nose  in  it 
—  to  put  blinders  on  us  so  we  can  never 
see  the  real  purposes  to  life?  Does  all  life 
have  to  be  reduced  to  a  list  under  a  profit 
and  loss  column? 

How  can  we  ever  have  a  chance  at. 
genuine  living  when  these  ad  men  con¬ 
stantly  push  it  out  of  the  way  with  all 
their  emphasis  on  superficial  stuff? 

Let’s  have  a  campaign  against  por¬ 
nography.  Let’s  outlaw  all  commercial 
advertising,  throw  all  ad  men  into  the 
sea,  and  then  discover  the  true  purposes 
of  life. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Glenn  Smital, 
is  a  member  of  the  Willow  Valley  UMC  in 
Stockton,  Illinois. 


My  Witness 
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Abortion  is  the 
‘'holocaust’  of  our  day 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  listening  to  a  tape 
on  the  life  of  Charles  Wesley.  Surely,  if 
there  was  ever  an  “unneeded”  child  (as 
abortion  advocates  claim)  it  must  have 
been  Charles.  He  was  the  18th  child  of 
Susanna  Wesley  and  was  so  frail  that  he 
neither  cried  nor  opened  his  eyes  for  two 
months.  Yet  his  mother  loved  and 
nourished  him  in  both  body  and  spirit. 

What  if  she  had  chosen  to  end  the  life  of 
the  man  who  grew  up  to  express  the  very 
heart  of  Methodism.  He  wrote  7,000 
hymns  and  preached  until  the  day  he 
died  at  the  age  of  80. 

Birth  control,  yes  —  but  abortion,  NO! 
Once  a  child  is  conceived,  life  is  present 
and  God  has  a  definite  plan  for  that  life. 

Abortion  is,  I  believe,  the  “Holocaust” 
of  our  day.  God  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Louise  Keller 
Hastings,  Florida 

Abortion  not  only  option 

To  the  Editor: 

The  April  14  issue  of  TM/UMR  con¬ 
tained  an  article  on  the  court  case  which 
challenges  restrictions  on  the  use  of 
federal  funds  for  abortion.  Dr.  Jane 
Hodgson  submitted  affidavits  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  that  although  the  pregnancies  of 
three  girls  did  not  endanger  their  lives, 
she  questioned  the  desirability  of  the 
teenagers  having  their  children. 

Although  I  do  not  know  what  these 
reasons  were,  many  times  I  hear  people 
speak  of  how  hard  it  is  for  a  teenager  to 
raise  a  child  by  herself,  how  terrible  it  is 
for  two  children  to  be  forced  into  a  hasty 
marriage,  and  how  wrong  it  is  for  a  girl 
to  pay  for  a  single  mistake  all  of  her  life. 

I  agree!  It  is  terrible.  But  there  is  an  an¬ 
swer  other  than  abortion  —  an  answer 
which  needs  to  be  presented  to  a  girl 
faced  with  an  unwed  pregnancy  in  order 
for  her  to  have  a  true  freedom  of  choice. 
That  answer  is  adoption.  The  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  Conferences  believe 
strongly  enough  in  adoption  as  a  viable 
answer  to  provide  a  beautiful  facility  in 
the  Methodist  Mission  Home  of  San  An¬ 
tonio. 

We  have  an  adopted  son  who  is  the  joy 
of  our  life.  We  are  so  grateful  that  our 
son’s  natural  mother  loved  him  enough  to 
have  him.  In  this  day  and  age  it  would 
have  been  so  simple  for  her  to  have  had 
an  abortion.  But  his  life  was  more  im¬ 
portant  to  her  than  the  easy  way.  For 
that  my  wife  and  I  are  eternally  thankful 
and  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  tell 
her,  whoever  she  is,  wherever  she  is, 

•  We  love  you.”  Dan  Hamilton 

Odessa,  Texas 

Scouting  is  sensitive  to 

handicapped  persons 

To  the  Editor  : 

Your  May  12  editorial  "Boy  Scouts 
should  show  more  sensitivity  for  the  han¬ 


dicapped”  demonstrates  your  concern 
for  people  with  problems,  but  un¬ 
fortunately  may  have  done  more  harm 
than  good.  As  a  fellow  Methodist,  very 
concerned  and  very  involved  in  working 
with  young  people  of  all  conditions,  I 
urgently  request  that  you  do  what  you 
can  to  stir  support  for  Scouting’s  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  handicapped. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country  Scouting 
has  taken  a  significant  leadership  role  in 
opening  the  doors  to  handicapped  young 
people.  No  program  I  know  of  involves 
more  or  provides  better  programs. 

Several  years  ago  a  group  of  Scouters 
and  I  asked  Bishop  McDavid  of  the 
Florida  Conference  to  discuss  with  us 
possibilities  of  Scouting  and  Methodism 
working  together  in  behalf  of  the  handi¬ 
capped.  Bishop  McDavid  joined  us  in 
our  concern  (he  is  a  Life  Scout  and  was 
scoutmaster  of  a  blind  troop  of  boys)  and 
suggested  that  I  talk  with  Mr.  Pitzer  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia  about  the  possibilities.  I 
went  to  Atlanta,  visited  with  Mr.  Pitzer, 
received  his  full  cooperation  and  in  the 
ensuing  years  have  initiated  a  program 
in  the  North  Florida  Council,  Boy  Scouts 
of  America  which  now  reaches  ap¬ 
proximately  2,000  handicapped  young 
people. 

We  are  currently  in  a  day  camp 
program  in  cooperation  with  the  school 
System  and  the  Girl  Scouts  which  is 
giving  handicapped  youth  an  opportunity 
of  being  in  Scout  camp  every  day  for  a 
week.  This  is  only  a  part  of  our  total 
program  and  only  what  is  happening  in 
this  one  council,  but  I  assure  you  it  is 
springing  up  nationwide.  In  the  name  of 
the  handicapped  young  people  still  not 
being  reached,  I  urge  you  to  help  spread 
the  word  that  the  Boy  Scouts  and  United 
Methodism  are  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
handicapped. 

Simon  A.  Smith  Jr. 

Jacksonville,  Florida 

Local  churches  also  need 

fair  employment  standards 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for 
the  editorial  “Uniform  fair  employment 
policy  needed”  appearing  in  the  May  12 
issue  of  TM/UMR. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  a  Fair  Em¬ 
ployment  Policy  be  extended  to  the  local 
church  level  as  well  as  the  national 
boards  and  agencies.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  in  the 
forefront  of  the  fight  for  fair  employment 
practices  in  business  and  industry. 
Perhaps  the  church  should  examine 
itself  as  to  its  own  non-ordained 
personnel : 

(1)  Why  is  there  such  a  large  turn¬ 
over? 

(2)  Regarding  the  work  of  the  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  Committees  in 
establishing  better  relationships  among 
staff  members,  do  all  staff  members  get 
a  chance  to  present  their  cases? 

(3)  What  is  the  length  of  time  for 
notice  of  the  termination  of  em¬ 
ployment? 

(4)  How  does  the  amount  of  severance 


To  the  Editor: 

Hooray  for  your  “Hotline”  reply  to 
Donald  Morton  in  the  May  12  issue.  Your 
answer  was  just  exactly  what  I  have  of¬ 
ten  felt  about  TM/UMR,  and  of  all  United 
Methodist  publications,  TM/UMR  is  the 
one  I  read  with  the  greatest  interest, 
usually  from  beginning  to  end.  I  even  clip 
some  of  the  articles  and  paste  them  into  a 
three  ring  binder. 

I  like  TM/UMR  for  its  coverage  in  a 
wide  variety  of  areas,  and  for  telling 
what  United  Methodists  are  thinking,  in¬ 
cluding  those  who  do  not  like  some  of  the 
pronouncements  of  our  leaders  at  times, 
or  of  the  squabbles  between  heads  of 
various  agencies  of  the  church.  That 
means  we  are  not  afraid  of  the  whole 
news.  It  makes  for  lively  debate  over 
real  issues.  It  gives  us  a  healthy  outlet 
for  rejoinders.  And  when  good  things 
happen,  we  rejoice  over  them. 

James  Stevenson 
Van  Wert,  Ohio 


Sometimes  I  feel  too  much  importance 
is  put  on  the  results  of  heredity  and  en¬ 
vironment. 

Parents  sometimes  despair,  thinking, 
“How  can  my  Johnny  or  Jane  have  a 
chance  to  grow  up  good  with  our  family 
history  and  the  mistakes  I  have  made  in 
his  or  her  training?” 

Or  we,  ourselves,  may  feel  that  family 
genes  and  family  attitudes  have  made  it 
impossible  for  us  to  rise  above  an  un¬ 
fortunate  environment. 

Blessedly  for  all,  there  is  a  third 
ingredient,  faith  in  God  and  reliance  on 
His  guidance.  People  can  change. 

Admittedly,  it  is  harder  for  a  child  who 
had  a  sordid  or  harsh  background  to  rise, 
but  history  cites  examples  both  of 
children  who  have  risen  and  of  others, 
from  good  families,  who  have  gone 
astray. 

We  reach  an  age  of  accountability,  and 
if  we  are  favored  enough  to  come  in  con- 


Jo  Haller 

tact  with  Christian  teachings  and  exam¬ 
ples,  we  learn  we  have  a  choice.  We  can 
choose  up  or  down. 

Perhaps  the  hardest  handicap  a  person 
can  grow  up  with  is  the  feeling  of  not 
being  loved  by  parents.  Even  this  burden 
can  be  overcome,  although  it  may 
require  skilled  counselling  fbr  the 
unloved  one  to  realize  he  is  a  worthwhile 
person  and  can  be  loved  by  Jesus  and 
Christian  friends. 

Ethel  Waters  in  her  book  “His  Eye  Is 
On  the  Sparrow”  tells  how  she  rose  above 
a  most  difficult  environment  to  become  a 
great  singer  and  Christian. 

Saul  had  been  brought  up  to  hate 
Christians,  but  he  changed,  oh,  how  he 
changed  to  great  Paul. 

It  is  important  not  to  despair,  feeling 
heredity  and  environment  is  all.  There  is 
that  third  ingredient  that  can  bring  us  to 
love,  happiness,  and  eternal  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mrs.  Jo 
Haller,  is  a  member  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Western  Springs,  Illinois. 


-TM/UMR  Hotline- 


Why  should  we  spend  a  huge 
sum  to  study  church’s  future? 


Product 


As  you  know,  our  church  has  recently 
authorized  a  self-study  called  “A  Re¬ 
search  Design  for  United  Methodism  as 
It  Enters  Its  Third  Century”  (TM/UMR, 
March  24).  The  cost  of  the  project  is 
huge:  $584,000. 

I  have  several  questions  regarding  this 
project:  Why  such  a  study?  Is  such  a 
large  expenditure  really  going  to  benefit 
the  mission  of  the  church?  While  this 
money  is  being  spent,  what  do  we  say  to 
the  hungry,  to  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church,  and  to  the  unevangelized? 

For  heaven’s  sake,  won’t  someone  sup¬ 
ply  some  reasons  for  this  study.  From 
my  point  of  view,  it  is  a  great  waste  of 
resources  and  manifestly  poor  steward¬ 
ship. 

Chris  H.  Andrews 
Slidell.  Louisiana 

Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  who  heads  tms 
research  project  for  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  told  TM/UMR  he  has 
received  a  number  of  letters  since  the 
project  was  announced.  Some  are 
critical  and  question  the  need  for  the 
study  and  others  are  supportive  and  want 
to  know  more  about  it. 

In  a  12-page  rationale  written  for  the 
GCOM  directors  at  the  time  the  study 
was  funded,  he  listed  the  following 
reasons  for  it: 

“The  research  design  is  an  attempt  to 
enable  United  Methodists  at  all  levels  of 
the  church  structure  (lay  people,  clergy 
and  administrators)  to  think  together, 
share  insights  and  develop  policy  and 
direction  for  the  denomination  to  the 
year  2,000  and  beyond.” 

Dr.  'Jones  points  out  that  there  is 
presently  no  unified  source  of  data  on 
which  the  various  arms  of  the  church  can 
engage  in  planning  for  the  future. 
Requests  for  such  data  have  come  from  a 
variety  of  church  bodies  including  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  general 
secretaries  of  the  church’s  national  agen¬ 
cies. 

Dr.  Jones  said  the  research  project  is 
not  in  competition  with  the  pressing 


missional  priorities  of  the  church,  but 
rather  will  be  an  aid  in  bringing  those 
priorities  to  fruition  in  the  future. 

Bud  Herron 

TM/UMR  Associate  Editor 


By  BARBARA  DOLLIVER 
What  shall  I  make  of  my  life,  Lord? 
I  ask  at  the  start  of  each  day. 

What  do  You  look  for  from  me? 
What  shall  I  do  for  my  pay? 

I  strain  to  produce,  to  achieve. 
Despairing,  stand  still.  Then  I  see 
He  cares  not  so  much  what  I  make 
As  what  He  can  make  of  me. 


\\e  didn't  mean  to  be.  An  unstudent,  that  is.  He  had 
a  good  grade  average  He  wanted  to  go  to  college  But 
he  couldn't  get  in.  He  couldn't  afford  it.  United  Methodist 
loans  are  available  to  a  qualified  student  at  any  accredited 
college  or  university.  But  the  amount  of  money  available 
for  loans  depends  on  the  funds  received  each  year. 

GIVE  TO 

the  offering 

STUDENT  DAY 
JUNE  1 1 


JUNE  2. 1978 
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Zaire  missionary  reported  ‘marked  for  death 9 


By  MARTHA  MAN 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  A  United 
Methodist  missionary  in  Zaire  was 
“marked  for  death’’  and  his  son,  also  a 
missionary,  was  held  for  several  hours 
by  rebel  forces  which  invaded  Kolwezi  in 
the  copper  mining  Shaba  Province  of  the 
central  African  country,  United 
Methodist  Communications  News 
Service  has  learned. 

The  rebels  who  invaded  the  province  in 
March  1977  “had  passed  the  word  that 
they  were  going  to  kill  Bwana  Kenneth 
(Enright)  the  next  time,”  United 
Methodist  missionary  Harold  W. 
Amstutz  said  here  May  25.  His  comments 
were  made  only  hours  after  he  and  his 
wife,  Elsie,  landed  in  the  U.S.  following 
their  evacuation  from  Kolwezi  by 
Belgian  forces  five  days  earlier. 

“During  the  week  (May  13-20),  from 
what  I  understand,  they  (the  rebels) 
went  to  Enright’s  house  in  Kolwezi  every 
day  looking  for  Ken.  They  even  went  to  a 
Catholic  Father,  Pere  Maurice,  and 
asked  him,  ‘Where’s  Bwana  Enright, 
we’re  going  to  kill  him’,"  Mr.  Amstutz 
said. 

“In  retaliation  against  Ken  because  he 
wasn’t  there,  they  did  take  his  son, 
Johnny  Enright .  .  .  they  took  him  out  to 


kill  him  and,  I  guess,  they  held  him  for  a 
couple  of  hours  and  miraculously  let  him 
go" 

The  senior  Enright  happened  to  be  in 
Lubumbashi  on  church  business  at  the 
time  of  the  recent  invasion  by  Katangan 
rebels,  but  his  family  —  Lorraine,  his 
wife;  Elinda,  their  daughter;  and  John 
and  Kendra,  the  son  and  daughter-in-law 
who  were  visiting  from  Luena  —  was 
trapped  by  the  invasion.  It  wasn’t  until 
May  20  that  Enright  was  able  to  fly  into 
Kolwezi  in  a  small  mission  plane  and 
rescue  the  other  four  Enrights. 

Seven  harrowing  days  told 

While  still  in  Belgium  awaiting  trans¬ 
portation  to  the  U.S.,  Mr.  Amstutz  re¬ 
lated  a  harrowing  story  of  seven  days  in 
the  vortex  of  the  latest  Katangan  up¬ 
rising  in  Kolwezi. 

“We  never  knew  when  someone  would 
come  into  the  house  .  .  .  Shells  were 
flying  everywhere  .  .  .  Soldiers  were 
shooting  into  the  houses ...  We  lay  on  the 
floor,  prayed  and  sang  hymns.” 

In  a  telephone  interview  from  his  hotel 
room  in  Brussels,  Harold  W.  Amstutz,  a 
missionary  pilot-mechanic,  of  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Va.,  told  how  he  and  his  wife, 
Elsie,  spent  the  uncertain  days  following 


the  May  13  invasion  of  the  copper-mining 
center  of  Kolwezi  by  Katangan  rebels 
until  their  evacuation  on  May  20.  They 
had  just  returned  from  furlough  to 
Kolwezi  two  weeks  prior  to  the  invasion. 

Stating  they  awoke  to  the  sound  of  rifle 
fire  on  May  13,  Mr.  Amstutz  told  of 
alerting  people  near  Kinshasha  of  what 
was  happening,  using  the  mission  radio. 
Later  in  the  morning,  he  said,  he  looked 
out  a  window  and  “was  seen  by  six 
soldiers. 

“They  came  to  the  door  with  their 
guns,  and  had  quite  a  few  African  ladies, 
children  and  babies  with  them,  all  the 
children  under  eight  years  old.  They 
insisted  on  coming  in.  They  tried  to 
assure  me  they  were  friendly.  I  took  their 
word  and  let  them.  There  were  24  people 
altogether.  .  They  stayed  48  hours.’’ 

Admitting  he  was  “scared  of  having 
the  soldiers  in  the  house  if  the  rebels 
found  us,’’  Mr.  Amstutz  said  they  put 
mattresses  against  the  windows  and  the 
soldiers  changed  into  civilian  clothes, 
assuring  him  the  uniforms  were 
discarded. 

Later,  while  looking  for  cans  of  water, 
Mr.  Amstutz  said  he  found  the  uniforms 
and  hid  them  in  a  rug  and  eventually, 
while  stashing  them  in  an  attic  opening, 


‘City  of  Faith’  surviving 

Oral  Roberts  weathers  controversy  over  vision 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

TULSA,  Okla.  —  Another  hurdle  in  a 
nine-month  obstacle  course  erected  in 
the  path  of  Oral  Roberts’  $100  million 
“City  of  Faith”  was  cleared  here  last 
week.  A  district  court  judge  denied  a 
request  from  the  local  hospital  council  to 
stop  construction. 

It  was  not  the  first  time  opponents  have 
tried  to  halt  the  project  —  which  the  60- 
year-old  United  Methodist  minister,  TV 
evangelist  and  college  president  calls  the 
climax  of  his  ministry  and  the 
completion  of  his  life’s  work.  And  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  a  30-story  hospital 
already  is  rising  in  a  field  across  from 
Oral  Roberts  University,  no  one  is 
predicting  the  heated  battle  over  “City  of 
Faith”  is  ending. 

In  fact,  last  Thursday  when  a 
secretary  fluttered  from  room  to  room  in 
the  sixth  floor  executive  offices  of  the 
university  with  news  of  the  district  court 
decision,  the  “Amens”  were  more 
cautious  than  jubilant. 

The  battle  has  been  long,  complicated 
and  plagued  with  controversy : 

It  began  with  a  religious  vision;  grew 
into  ^  political  squabble  which  spread  to 
the  state  legislature  and  split  Oklahoma’s 
congressional  delegation  in  Washington, 
D.C.;  and  polarized  a  calm  Oklahoma 
city  more  noted  for  religious  fervor 
than  political  turbulence. 

‘God  wants  tms ;  we  will  do  it’ 

“We’ve  never  had  any  doubts  about  the 
outcome,”  Oral  Roberts  has  repeated 
throughout  the  squabble.  “God  wants 
this,  and  we  will  do  it." 

Dr.  Roberts  has  never  made  it  clear 
exactly  when  he  received  his  “vision”  on 
“City  of  Faith.”  (The  first  word  about  his 
plans  was  leaked  to  Tulsa  newspapers 
in  March  1977.  But  one  thing  he  has  made 
clear  is  that  he  believes  God  directed  him 
to  build  the  elaborate  complex  he  has 
begun.  And  that  vision  from  God  was  not 
vague. 

He  says  it  called  for  a  place  to  be  built 
where  the  science  of  medicine  and  “the 
power  of  healing  prayer”  could  be 
combined  into  a  single  effort.  There 
would  be  three  buildings:  a  60-story 
clinic,  a  30-story  hospital  (with  777  beds) 
and  a  20-story  research  center.  A  four- 
story  base  would  connect  the  highrises. 

The  facility  would  have  two  broad 
avenues  going  to  it  with  a  wide  stream  of 
water  (representing  the  River  of  Life  in 
the  Book  of  Revelation)  between  them. 
Evergreen  trees,  representing  the  “Tree 
of  Life"  would  line  the  bank.  A  60-foot 
sculpture  of  two  joining  hands 
(representing  the  “union  of  prayer  and 
medicine  for  the  healing  of  humanity”) 
would  rise  from  a  fountain  in  front  of  the 
complex. 

Emphasizing  the  number  “7”  for  its 
biblical  significance,  Dr.  Roberts 
announced  his  plans  September  7,  1977. 
Cheers  went  up  among  his  supporters 
and  from  many  persons  in  Tulsa  who 
believed  the  new  project  would  be 
economically  beneficial  to  the  city. 
Simultaneously,  a  cry  of  protest  began  to 
mount  within  the  city’s  medical 
community. 

“We  don’t  need  another  hospital  in 
Tulsa,”  said  local  hospital  administra¬ 
tors,  pointing  out  that  two  out  of  every 
five  beds  in  existing  hospitals  were 
empty.  They  predicted  that  if  Oral 
Roberts  added  his  777-bed  facility,  he 
would  cause  financial  hardship  on  the 
other  hospitals  and  would  cause  the  cost 
of  hospital  care  in  Tulsa  to  skyrocket. 

ORU  officials  countered  by  contend¬ 
ing:  (1)  their  patients  would  not  come 
from  Tulsa  primarily  but  from  Oral 
Roberts’  constituency  across  the  nation. 
(In  fact,  they  claimed  the  overflow 
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from  "City  of  Faith”  would  add  patients 
to  hard-pressed  local  hospitals.)  (2) 
their  hospital  was  different  from  other 
area  facilities  in  that  no  short-term, 
emergency  treatment  would  be  carried 
out. 

While  the  medical  community  was 
unconvinced,  many  others  —  including 
both  Tulsa  newspapers  —  rallied  behind 
Dr.  Roberts.  So  did  the  viewers  of  his 
radio  and  TV  ministry. 

A  call  went  out  for  contributions  in 
September.  Dr.  Roberts  suggested 
donations  centering  on  the  figure  “7”  ($7, 
$77,  $777,  etc. ) .  The  first  contribution  was 
for  $77,777  —  from  an  ORU  regent  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  Donations  flooded  in. 

“By  the  time  ‘City  of  Faith’  is 
completed,”  Dr.  Roberts  predicted,  “it 
will  be  debt-free”  (just  as  all  ORU 
buildings  have  been  since  the  $150  million 
campus  was  begun  in  the  late  1960’s) . 

Meanwhile  opponents  were  organizing. 
The  board  of  directors  of  a  Tulsa  hospital 
opposed  the  project  and  refused  to  take 
part  in  previously  discussed  plans  to 
allow  ORU  medical  students  to  train  at 
their  facility.  A  poll  of  physicians  showed 
76  percent  were  against  the  “City  of 
Faith”  hospital. 

“I  guess  I’m  the  most  politically  naive 
person  you’ve  ever  met,”  Dr.  Roberts 
reflected  later.  "I  thought  everyone 
would  be  tickled  to  death  (over  ‘City  of 
Faith’).” 

He  was  soon  to  find  out  exactly  how 
“untickled”  some  people  were. 

While  Dr.  Roberts  and  about  500 
supporters  and  dignitaries  were 
releasing  77  white  doves  and  breaking 
ground  for  the  new  complex  Jan.  24,  the 
Tulsa  Hospital  Council  was  meeting 
across  town  to  draw  up  a  resolution 
against  his  project.  But,  if  that  wasn’t 
trouble  enough,  more  difficulties  stood  in 
the  way. 

In  order  to  build  the  hospital  legally, 
ORU  needed  a  “certificate  of  need”  from 
the  Oklahoma  Health  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion.  On  Feb.  10  a  sub-committee  of  an 
agency  which  makes  recommendations 
to  the  commission  met  to  consider  the 
situation. 

In  a  public  hearing,  Dr.  Roberts 
pleaded:  “Let  me  build  it  in  my  own 
state  where  I  was  born.  Let  me  carry  on 
God’s  work.”  He  said  the  hospital  would 
be  “the  most  perfect  way  known  to  man 
to  bring  God’s  healing  power  to  human 
beings.” 

Hospital  said  not  needed 

On  Feb.  17,  the  subcommittee 
unanimously  rejected  his  application  and 
recommended  that  its  parent  body  — 
which  has  final  authority  for 
recommendations  —  do  the  same.  ORU 
had  not  shown  a  need  in  Tulsa  for  the 
hospital,  they  said.  And  even  a  letter 
from  Baptist  evangelist  Billy  Graham 
supporting  the  project  didn’t  sway  them. 

Ten  days  later,  the  parent  body  met 
and  on  a  vote  of  19-7  affirmed  its  sub¬ 
committee’s  decision.  Now  only  the 
Oklahoma  Health  Planning  Commission 
had  authority  to  change  the  decision. 
They  would  hold  the  final  hearing  April 
26. 

The  rejection  stirred  up  a  hornet’s  nest 
in  the  Roberts  camp.  And  supporters  in 
the  Oklahoma  legislature  began  to  get  in¬ 
to  the  act.  A  bill  was  introduced  which 
would  have  allowed  the  “City  of  Faith” 
to  be  built  without  a  certificate  of  need. 
Opponents  of  the  project  cried  “foul”  and 
charged  Dr.  Roberts  with  exerting 
“awesome  political  power"  and  “playing 
outside  the  rules.”  ORU  officials 
counter-charged  that  two  persons  on  the 
agency  which  rejected  the  application 
were  connected  with  hospitals  and  thus 
had  a  conflict  of  interest. 

On  March  8  Dr.  Roberts  sent  out  a 
letter  to  his  supporters  across  the 
country  encouraging  them  to  write 
Oklahoma  Governor  David  Boren  (who 
had  sworn  neutrality  in  the  controversy) 
and  state  legislators.  He  began  calling 
state  legislators  and  made  two  trips  to 
Washington,  D  C.,  to  drum  up  support 
within  the  Oklahoma  delegation. 

On  March  10,  letters  from  38  state 
senators  and  40  state  representatives 
were  sent  to  the  state  health  commission 
supporting  “City  of  Faith.”  Dr.  Roberts 
told  his  followers  “the  ‘City  of  Faith’ 
which  Gold  told  me  to  build  is  under 
attack  by  people  who  misunderstand 


I  am  writing  to  you  to  do  all  I  can  to  clear 
myself  before  God.”  Letters  poured  into 
the  legislature  from  all  over  the  nation. 

At  the  peak,  about  250,000  letters  a 
week  were  received  by  legislators  — 
many  of  them  saying,  in  different  ways, 
“Don’t  stand  in  God’s  way.”  The  Tulsa 
Hospital  Council  countered  by  charging 
Oral  Roberts  with  exerting  “raw 
political  power.” 

The  state  health  commission  sent  the 
earlier  rejection  back  to  the  lower 
agency  for  reconsideration.  Once  again  it 
was  rejected. 

Meanwhile,  three  congressmen  from 
Oklahoma’s  Washington  delegation 
announced  support  for  “City  of  Faith,” 
an  action  another  congressman  called 
improper  political  pressure  on  a  duly 
constituted  state  agency. 

In  the  Oklahoma  legislature  both  the 
House  and  the  Senate  overwhelmingly 
passed  resolutions  supporting  the 
medical  complex,  but  another  bill  which 
would  have  allowed  ORU  to  by-pass  the 
health  commission  approval  died  in 
committee. 

Finally,  on  April  26,  the  Oklahoma 
Health  Planning  Commission  met  and 
unanimously  reversed  the  decisions  of 
the  lower  agencies  and  gave  ORU  the 
needed  permit.  That  afternoon  the  first 
concrete  pile  was  poured  for  “City  of 
Faith.” 

The  Tulsa  Hospital  Council  then  filed 
suit  in  district  court  and  requested  that 
construction  on  the  hospital  be  ordered  to 
stop  until  the  appeal  is  heard.  Last  week 
the  judge  ruled  against  stopping 
construction.  He  is  yet  to  rule  on  the 
appeal. 

Controversy  still  rages  in  Tulsa 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  building  is 
going  up,  the  controversy  still  rages  in 
Tulsa.  Everyone  seems  still  to  be 
debating  the  issues  of  the  past  nine 
months.  Late  night  radio  “talk  shows” 
quickly  find  their  switchboards  lighting 
up  when  the  issue  is  raised  on  the  air. 

And  almost  invariably,  when  the 
subject  comes  up  —  in  public  or  in 
private  conversations  —  the  debate 
quickly  shifts  from  “City  of  Faith”  to 
Oral  Roberts. 

Did  he  ruthlessly  pressure  state 
agencies  to  overlook  the  needs  of  Tulsa 
for  the  sake  of  personal  ambition?  Or  did 
he  steadfastly  follow  the  urgings  of  God? 

Folks  may  never  agree  on  that.  But 
then,  agreement  seems  to  matter  less 
and  less,  some  persons  say. 

Dr.  Roberts  says  in  the  April  issue  of 
his  ‘Abundant  Life’  magazine:  “Soon  the 
‘City  of  Faith’  will  be  coming  out  of  the 
ground.  The  devil  has  pulled  every  trick 
in  his  bag  but  he  is  a  defeated  foe.  God 
has  told  us  to  start  and  no  matter  who 
fights  us,  we  intend  to  obey  God  and  ‘rise 
up  and  build.’  ” 

Boycott  call 
said  not  view 
of  allUMS 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  -  Bishop  L.  Scott 
Allen  and  the  cabinet  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  have  issued  a 
disclaimer  that  the  Women’s  Division 
call  for  support  of  a  boycott  of  J.  P. 
Stevens  Co.  products  is  representative  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  the  statement  issued  to  conference 
clergy  the  bishop  and  cabinet  said  “only 
the  General  Conference  can  speak  for  the 
church.”  The  action  taken  by  the 
national  directors  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  they  said  "represents  opinions 
of  that  group  only  and  does  not 
necessarily  represent  opinions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  across  the 
church.” 

Several  local  church  units  of  United 
Methodist  Women  in  the  conference,  as 
well  as  the  Greensboro  District  Council 
on  Ministries,  have  passed  resolutions 
which  reject  the  call  for  a  boycott  of 
Stevens  products.  Stevens  has  extensive 
operations  in  the  two  Carolinas. 

The  statement  also  urges  “at  all  levels 
a  clearer  understanding  of  the  far 
reaching  effect  of  some  undefined  and 
irresponsible  statements  upon  the  grass¬ 
roots  of  the  church  which  is  often  ignored 
in  the  formulation  of  position  state¬ 
ments.’  ” 


he  said  some  Angolan  money  fell  out  of 
one  pair  of  pants  pocket.  “So  now  I 
wasn’t  sure  who  had  been  in  my  house.” 

About  noon  on  May  17,  he  said,  a  three- 
hour  battle  ensued.  Exploding 
ammunition  “shook  the  rock  houses.  We 
lay  on  the  floor,  did  a  lot  of  praying  and 
sang  every  hymn  we  could  think  of.”  The 
house  was  hit  by  shells  several  time. 

According  to  Mr.  Amstutz,  the  rebels 
set  up  their  headquarters  a  mere  50 
yards  from  the  missionaries’  house  and 
used  their  yard  as  a  passage  way. 

On  May  18,  he  said  he  was  listening  to 
his  mission  radio  and  heard  that 
“everything  possible  was  being  done  for 
us.”  He  said  they  were  told  by  the  person 
on  the  radio  not  to  talk  on  the  radio 
“because  the  rebels  had  sophisticated 
tracking  equipment.  ” 

Then  at  3  p.m.  on  the  18th,  he  said  the 
Rev.  Ken  D.  Enright,  who  happened  to  be 
out  of  the  area  when  the  invasion 
occurred,  began  transmitting  on  the 
mission  radio  from  Lubumbashi.  Mr. 
Amstutz  explained  that  at  the  end  of  the 
transmission  Mr.  Enright  said  he  would 
stand  by  and  if  anyone  was  receiving  him 
they  could  “click”  their  microphones. 

“I  didn’t  have  my  mike  out  so  I  hurried 
and  set  it  up  and  clicked  it,  and  within 


three  minutes,  soldiers  drove  up  and 
began  shooting  into  homes  and  shouting 
‘missionaire’  in  a  way  I’ll  never  forget.  ” 

He  said  the  soldiers  stopped  three 
houses  away  and  eventually  worked  their 
way  to  the  house  next  door,  pounding  on 
the  gates  and  shouting.  "When  they  got 
no  response,  the  rebels  headed  for  other 
houses  but  in  the  opposite  direction  from 
the  Amstutz’s  home.  Eventually,  the 
rebels  returned,  still  looking  for  the 
radio,  but  they  never  came  to  the 
Amstutz  house.  “We  kept  praying,  ‘Lord, 
help  them  forget  the  radio.  Lord,  direct 
them  away.’  ” 

Paratroopers  ‘beautiful  sight’ 

According  to  Mr.  Amstutz,  the  fighting 
continued  on  May  19  but  at  about  4  p.m. 
“we  saw  the  most  beautiful  sight”  — 
French  planes  flew  overhead  disgorging 
paratroopers.  Then  about  7  a.m.  on  May 
20,  he  said,  "Belgian  C-130s  flew  over, 
dropping  their  paratroopers.”  Within 
two  hours,  he  said,  everything  became 
quiet. 

"Finally,  I  crawled  out  on  the  front 
porch  to  see  what  was  happening.  I  could 
see  the  bodies  of  many  Africans,  lying 
dead  in  the  street.”  After  a  while  he  said, 
he  spotted  soldiers  creeping  around 


Artist’s  sketch  of  the  ‘City  of  F aith’ 

Who  decides  ‘ordainability’? 

Seminary  votes  ‘gays’ out 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  A 
recommendation  has  been  made  that  two 
avowed  homosexuals  not  be  readmitted 
to  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  here  —  raising  the  issue  of  a 
seminary’s  right  to  decide  a  student’s 
“ordainability.” 

James  Mason  and  Terry  Colbert,  first- 
year  students  at  the  United  Methodist 
seminary,  sent  letters  to  their  bishops, 
annual  conference  officials,  and 
seminary  dean  April  12  announcing  they 
are  “gay."  In  a  15  to  10  vote  on  May  15, 
the  faculty  voted  not  to  advance,  or 
readmit,  the  students. 

Dean  Carl  H.  Marbury  recommended 
against  advancement  of  the  two  “for 
professional  reasons.” 

While  “ordainability  ”  was  not  given  as 
a  reason  for  dismissal  during  the  faculty 
session,  Mr.  Mason  said  it  was  the 
central  issue  in  discussions  he  and  Mr. 
Colbert  had  with  the  dean. 

Dr.  Rosemary  Radford  Reuther,  a 
Roman  Catholic  theologian  on  the 
Garrett  faculty,  opposed  the  action 
against  the  students,  saying  "the  issue  is 
a  student’s  right  to  a  theological 
education.  They  can  do  with  it  what  they 
will.”  She  said  she  and  the  other  faculty 
members  opposing  the  dismissal  were 
not  arguing  or  pressing  for  ordination. 

Both  students  are  in  good  standing 
academically  and  were  on  an  original  list 
of  students  recommended  for 
advancement. 

The  Garrett  faculty  voted  in  1975 
against  the  school  admitting  any  avowed 
homosexuals  but  the  Mason-Colbert  case 
was  the  first  test  concerning  students 
already  enrolled. 

Executives  of  the  Division  of  the 
Ordained  Ministry  in  Nashville  were  not 
- - - 

Indy  chaplain 
wears  checkers 

INDIANAPOLIS  (RNSI  -  When 
Father  James  Bonke  celebrated 
Sunday  Mass  at  the  Indianapolis 
Speedway,  on  May  28,  he  wore  the 
“badge”  of  his  chaplaincy,  a  black 
and  white  checkered  stole. 

Black  and  white  checks  were 
everywhere  at  the  track  —  clothing 
souvenirs  and  the  flag  greeting  the 
winners. 

Father  Bonke,  the  track  chaplain, 
also  wears  this  special  stole  during 
the  month  of  May  when  he  celebrates 
Masses  at  St.  Christopher  Catholic 
Church  at  a  speedway  not  far  from  the 
major  track. 

On  Race  Day,  Father  Bonke 
celebrated  an  early  Mass  in 
“Gasoline  Alley”  where  the  sound  of 
motors  frequently  drowns  out  parts  of 
the  ritual.  The  "Gasoline  Alley”  Mass 
is  attended  largely  by  mechanics, 
guards  and  other  race  personnel. 


available  for  comment  but  a  statement 
had  been  approved  earlier  by  the  division 
saying  the  Book  of  Discipline  statement 
declaring  homosexual  practice  to  be 
incompatible  with  Christian  teachings 
"precludes  the  ordination  of  self- 
proclaimed  homosexuals  to  the  ordained 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
responsiblity  for  ordination  rests  with 
the  annual  conference.  The  conference 
board  of  ordained  ministry  makes  the 
recommendations  and  the  ministerial 
members  of  the  conference  vote 
approval  or  disapproval. 

The  Garrett  Board  of  Trustees  meeting 
May  20  affirmed  the  right  of  the  faculty 
to  make  such  policy  decisions. 
Chairperson  of  the  board  is  John  M. 
Tittle. 

Mr.  Mason,  25,  is  an  ordained  deacon 
and  a  probationary  member  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Conference.  Mr. 
Colbert,  32,  is  not  ordained  but  was  in  the 
candidacy  program  of  the  Central 
Illinois  Conference. 

Following  the  letter  announcing  their 
gay  relationship,  Mr.  Mason  said  he  was 
informed  that  clergy  members  of  his 
conference  would  be  asked  to  terminate 
his  deacons  orders.  Mr.  Colbert  was  told 
by  officials  in  his  district  that  he  had 
been  dropped  from  the  candidacy 
program. 


houses  and  up  the  street.  Their  faces 
were  blackened  and  Mrs.  Amstutz  feared 
the  worst.  But  Mr.  Amstutz  said  he 
noticed  their  hands  were  white.  He  said 
he  went  out  to  greet  them,  thanked  them 
for  coming  and  asked  about  getting  out. 
"They  told  us  just  to  wait  in  the  house.” 

Fearful  they  might  be  forgotten  and 
left  behind  because  their  house  was  near 
the  end  of  the  street,  Mr.  Amstutz  said 
when  a  Belgian  soldier  came  by  and 
asked,  "Aren’t  you  leaving,"  the 
missionary  replied  they  were  waiting  for 
a  truck,  "The  soldier  said,  ‘Use  your 
feet,’  and  we  asked  him  if  it  was  safe  to 
drive  the  car.” 

Within  a  few  minutes,  the  couple  had 
loaded  up  the  duffle  bags  they  had 
hurriedly  packed  when  the  invasion 
began  a  week  earlier,  and  were  driving 
to  the  airport  “about  10  kilometers  from 
our  house.  ” 

The  couple  flew  out  on  a  Belgian  C- 
130  to  Kamina,  then  were  placed  on  a 
Sabena  Airlines  707  to  Kinshasha  where 
they  “waited  all  day  in  people’s  homes." 
About  midnight  of  May  20,  he  said,  they 
were  taken  back  to  the  airport  where 
they  boarded  the  plane  for  Brussels. 

"It’s  great  to  be  here  and  get  away 
from  it  all,”  Mr.  Amstutz  concluded. 

Ordinands 
addressed 
by  layman 

By  JIM  STEELE 

FAYETTE,  Mo  —  In  what  may  be  a 
first,  a  United  Methodist  layperson  has 
delivered  the  main  address  at  an  annual 
conference  service  of  ordination. 

Speaking  here  May  26  at  the  Missouri 
West  Annual  Conference  was  John  E. 
Stum  bo  of  Topeka,  Ka  ns.,  an  attorney 
and  lay  leader  in  the  Kansas  East 
conference. 

In  the  Missouri  conferences  and 
generally  elsewhere,  it  has  been  the 
tradition  to  have  ordination  addresses 
brought  by  a  visiting  bishop  or  other  high 
ranking  church  official. 

Mr.  Stumbo’s  invitation  to  address  the 
Missouri  ordinands  came  at  the 
instigation  of  Missouri  Area  Bishop 
Robert  E.  Goodrich  Jr. 

“At  the  time  he  was  invited,  we  really 
weren’t  thinking  in  terms  of  plowing  new 
ground  —  we  simply  wanted  a  good 
speaker,”  commented  one  Missouri  East 
cabinet  member.  “When  someone 
pointed  out  Mr.  Stum  bo  was  a  layperson, 
we  thought  even  better  of  the  idea,”  he 
said.  “After  all,  we  speak  of  the  doctrine 
of  the  priesthood  of  all  believers.  And, 
since  clergy  are  being  sent  out  to  serve 
the  laity  of  the  church,  it  certainly 
seemed  to  be  a  good  idea  to  hear  the 
thoughts  of  a  lay  leader.” 

In  his  address  to  the  ordinands,  “Great 
Expectations,”  Mr.  Stum  bo  focused  on 
the  topic  of  love  and  God’s  expectations 
in  addition  to  the  expectations  of  family, 
church  and  community. 

“Try  to  fill  your  own  expectations  of 
what  it’s  like  to  be  a  clergyperson,  and 
above  all  be  yourself.  There  is  much  that 
is  expected  but  whatever  is  expected  of 
you,  nothing  less  is  expected  of  us  as 
laypersons.” 

Noting  that  people  frequently  put 
clergy  on  a  pedestal,  Mr.  Stum  bo 
stressed  that  the  “laity  should  stop 
worshiping  its  ministers  and  start 
worshiping  God.” 

In  other  points,  the  Kansan  noted  the 
importance  of  a  sense  of  humor  and  of 
not  taking  oneself  too  seriously.  "Try  to 
relax  and  walk  on  the  grass  so  you  can 
feel  it  —  learn  how  to  touch  and  feel,”  he 
said. 

“Establish  for  yourself  a  quiet  time 
and  don’t  let  your  personal  expectations 
stand  in  the  way  of  asking  for  help.  Be 
ready  to  adapt  to  change.” 

Citing  his  own  experience  in  Africa  in 
seeing  starving  children  fed  with  United 
Methodist  supplied  food  the  speaker 
stated  “It  was  then  I  first  really  became 
aware  of  the  vast  power  for  good  of  the 
connectional  church.  In  my  estimation, 
the  organized  church  has  the  best  chance 
of  saving  the  world,”  he  concluded. 

Mr.  Steele  is  the  Communications 
director  of  the  Missouri  Area. 


curncu-phone 


YES!  Someone  is  ready  to  respond  to  your  questions,  concerns, 
and  suggestions  about  United  Methodist  curriculum.  The  main 
function  of  CURRIC-U-PHONE  is  to  help  local  churches  interpret 
and  use  these  resources.  Call  our  toll-free  number  and  trained 
personnel  will  answer  your  questions  firsthand  or  refer  you  to 
someone  who  can! 

Call  1-800-251-8591  from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  (CST)  toll-free.  CUmC-U-phOne 

•Tennessee  residents  are  asked  to  call  615-749-6482  collect. 
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Terry  Gardner  (right),  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  shares  a  moment  of  excitement  with 
camp  staffer  Treena  Davis,  of  Alexandria,  at  a  camp  for  the  mildly  retarded  run  by 
United  Methodists  George  and  Martha  McDermott.  Site  for  the  unique  camping 
program  is  Epworth  Forest,  owned  by  the  North  Indiana  conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  photos  by  david  endues 


Retarded ,  too ,  can 
get  away  from  it  all 


Bv  DAVID  ENDRES 


EPWORTH  FOREST.  Ind.  -  This 


scenic,  wooded  spot  located  in 
northern  Indiana  is  the  site  of  a 
remarkable  program  for  the  mildly 
retarded. 

One  week  each  June  campers  and 
staffers  share  a  myriad  of 
recreational  activities  designed  to 
teach  the  retarded  to  be  self-sufficient 
and  to  uplift  their  spirits.  Referred  to 
as  the  only  program  of  its  kind  in  the 
United  States,  it  has  been  so 
successful  throughout  its  first  11 
years  that  the  founders  are 
considering  duplicating  their  efforts. 

The  founders  are  George  and 
Martha  McDermott,  well-educated,  in 
their  60’s,  and  both  United  Methodist. 
Eleven  years  ago  they  pursued  a 
solution  for  a  need  they  discovered  — 
that  the  highly  trainable  retarded, 
many  of  whom  live  with  their  parents 
or  alone,  could  very  well  use  a  vaca¬ 
tion,  a  “get  away  from  it  all"  time. 

The  North  Indiana  conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  through  its 
Division  of  Christian  Nurture  was 
thinking  along  the  same  lines  and 
appealed  to  the  McDermotts  to  put 
such  a  plan  into  action.  The  church’s 
campground  here  was  opened  for  the 
project. 

Twenty  campers  and  10  volunteer 
staff  workers  laid  the  foundation 
that  year  of  what  was  then,  and  still  is 
called  truly  a  treat,  not  only  for  the 
retarded  but  also  their  families.  The 
numbers  grew  to  last  year’s  135 
campers  and  54  staffers. 

Enthusiastically  the  McDermotts 
describe  the  activities  the  campers 
relish:  chapel,  Bible  class,  physical 
fitness,  including  coordination 
exercising,  fishing  and  active  games; 
crafts,  music,  which  takes  the  form  of 
choir  or  listening  to  records; 
swimming  lessons,  boating,  drama, 
grooming,  baking,  movies,  puppet 
shows,  boat  rides  and  talent  shows. 

The  camp  even  offers  a  short  course 
in  banking  and  a  small  bank  is  set  up 
for  the  week’s  duration. 

No  other  camp  operated  by  an 
institution  has  the  same  well- 
proportioned,  soul-gratifying  activity, 
believe  the  McDermotts. 

“You’re  so  busy,  you  don’t  have 
time  to  think  of  your  personal 
problems,"  George  McDermott  says. 

Success  has  been  evident  in  the  high 
return  rate  of  the  staff,  some  of  whom 


As  day  begins  at  Epworth  Forest 
campground,  co-founder  George  Mc¬ 
Dermott,  (right),  goes  over  the 
agenda  with  John  Pruett,  campground 
manager.  The  camp  for  retarded  per¬ 
sons  and  their  families  has  been  called 
the  only  program  of  its  kind  in  the  U.S. 


drive  from  as  far  as  Michigan  each 
year.  Staff  persons  have  told  the 
McDermotts  working  at  the 
campground  makes  them  feel  “more 
like  themselves”  and  that  they  regret 
going  back  to  the  “real  world.” 

To  the  question  “How  do  you  do  it 
all?"  the  McDermotts  answer,  “You 
place  trust  in  the  Lord  in  what  you 
believe  in.’’ 

The  camp  is  a  year-long  project  but 
the  McDermotts  have  not  allowed  it  to 
snare  them  completely  away  from 
their  other  religious  and  social 
activity. 

Perhaps  the  McDermott’s  greatest 
work  has  been  with  their  33-year  old 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Ann.  Classified 
as  mildly  retarded,  Elizabeth  Ann 
lives  with  her  parents,  earns  a  wage 
at  a  sheltered  workshop,  attends  the 
Epworth  Forest  camp,  and  is  also 
very  active  in  First  UMC. 

Mrs.  McDermott  says,  “Too  many 
people  misunderstand  the  retarded.  I 
think  they  are  fairly  representative  of 
all  human  beings;  some  are  happy-go- 
lucky;  some  are  out  for  all  they  can 
get.” 

Mr.  McDermott  says,  “We  couldn’t 
operate  without  the  spirit  of 
ecumenism  in  this.  Our  church 
couldn’t  do  it  alone.” 

Mr.  Endress  is  a  free  lance  writer 
from  Milwaukee.  Wis. 
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insertion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance 
Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  to  direct  chancel 
choir  and  help  build  music  ministry  for  Dallas  church 
Send  resume  to  TM/UMR.  P,  O  Box  1076-DM,  Dallas. 
Tex.  75221 

DIACONAL  MINISTER  iDCE)  Expanding  downtown 
church  Responsibilities  in  program,  education,  youth 
and  evangelism.  Team  ministry.  Housing  furnished. 
Supply  resume,  picture,  statement  of  belief,  salary 
expectations  Rev  Robert  Dickerson,  First  UMC,  6  E 
Wright.  Pensacola.  Fla.  32501 

VISIT  REOPENED  WESLEY'S  CHAPEL.  Epworth, 
Oxford,  Bristol,  other  Methodist  shrines  Texas 
Conference  Wesley  Heritage  Tour.  Nov  2-9  $889  from 
Houston  Contact  Rev  Leonard  Negrin.  Box  333. 
Baytown,  Tex  77520 

29  DAYS  MISSION  INDIA  TOUR/CEYLON  Wnte 
Rev  Victor  Rankin,  P.  O.  Box  3767,  Lakeland.  Fla. 
33802  Cali  AAA  World  Wide  Travel  Agency  -904  )  255- 
4031 

CHRISTIAN  RESORT  A  true  Western  dude  ranch 
featuring  great  food,  horseback  riding,  float  trips, 
swimming,  fishing  and  much  more.  Wnte  for  a  free 
brochure  and  rates  Lay  W  Guest  Ranch,  P  O  Box  180, 
Annapolis,  Mo.  63620 

BILINGUAL  MINISTER  SPANISH/ENGLISH 
seeking  employment  as  pastor  of  church  For  resume 
write  to:  TM/UMR.  P  O  Box  1076-BLM,  Dallas.  Tex 
75221 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Young  Adult  Ministries 
needed  for  2,400-member  UMC,  lay  or  clergy  Job 
description  available.  Send  inquiry  or  resume 
i  including  photograph  and  salary  expectations)  to 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

P  O  Box  3247.  Beaumont,  Tex  77704.  j 

1972  CONN  SERENADE  634  CONSOLE  ORGAN  with 
Leslie  speakers  Excellent  condition  $2795.00  Call 
(916)481-5791  in  Carmichael,  Calif. 

ASSOCIATE  IN  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  seeking 
position  in  Dallas  or  surrounding  area  Experienced; 
college  graduate  Write  TM/UMR.  P  O  Box  1076- 
ACE.  Dallas.  Tex  75221 

SCHOOL  BUS  FOR  SALE  72-passenger  'children) 
International  chassis  Good  condition  $2000  00 
Lometa  Umled  Methodist  Church,  Lometa.  Tex  Call 
Harry  Jamison,  (512)752-3660 

CANOE  FLOAT  TRIPS  -  on  eastern  Oklahoma's 

beautiful  ’Lower  Illinois  River  "  Specializing  in 
church,  school  and  business  groups  $5  per  person 

Call  for  reservations  Tenkiiler  Valley  Ranch,  Box 

231,  Gore,  Okla  74435  Phone  918)  48^  5895  Located 
seven  miles  north  ot  1-40  (Webbers  Falls-Gore  exit) 
on  Okla .  Hwy.  100 

UMCOR  also 
feels  inflation 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  For  years  those 
donating  clothing  to  be  shipped  overseas 
by  Church  World  Service  (CWS)  were 
asked  to  include  10  cents  a  pound  to  pay 
for  export  packing,  marking  and 
insuring. 

Now  that  bargain  has  gone  the  way  of 
the  nickel  cup  of  coffee  and  the  5-cent 
ferry  ride  to  Staten  Island  from  New 
York  City. 

In  April,  CWS  and  its  United  Methodist 
partner  UMCOR  announced  a  new  price 
of  15  cents  a  pound  for  processing 
clothing  shipments  to  the  world’s  needy. 
This  was  the  first  increase  requested  in 
more  than  10  years. 

The  actual  work  is  carried  out  at  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  facility  at  New 
Windsor.  Md.,  through  an  agreement 
with  the  Brethren  Service  Committee. 

Greatest  needs  at  the  moment, 
according  to  Mrs.  J.  C.  McCray,  national 
director  of  the  program,  are  baby 
garments,  especially  gowns,  undershirts 
and  receiving  blankets,  and  all  types  of 
children’s  clothing,  particularly  heavy 
garments. 

Hospital  gowns,  as  well  as  good  sheets, 
towels  and  washcloths  are  other  needed 
resources. 

In  1977  the  cash  value  of  gifts  received 
through  the  CWS  Clothing  Appeal  totaled 
$4,734,521. 

CORRECTION 

Several  editions  of  last  week’s  (May 
26)  TM/UMR  incorrectly  reported  that 
Wiley  College  had  agreed  to  repay  a  sum 
of  $100,000  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare.  In  fact, 
negotiators  are  yet  to  agree  on  the 
amount  actually  improperly  channeled 
by  the  college. 


Hunger  fight  picks  up  steam 

WHEA  T  covenants ,  Advance  Specials  pegged  for  church  action 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Hopes  for  a 
WHEAT  covenant  fellowship  of  10,000 
United  Methodists  by  the  end  of  1978  — 
and  preliminary  approval  of  48  World 
Hunger  Advance  Special  programs  — 
surfaced  here  May  17-18  at  a  meeting  of 
the  church’s  leaders  in  the  fight  against 
hunger. 

The  United  Methodist  Coordinating 
Committee  on  World  Hunger,  comprised 
of  members  from  seven  national 
agencies,  is  charged  with  coordinating 


United  Methodism’s  Missional  Priority 
on  World  Hunger. 

WHEAT  (World  Hunger  Education/- 
Action  Together ) ,  which  asks  persons  to 
commit  themselves  to  action  against 
hunger  in  one  or  more  of  five  areas,  has  a 
goal  of  10,000  covenantors  by  Dec.  31,  the 
Rev.  Earl  Barfoot,  a  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  member,  told  the 
committee. 

The  present  number  of  United 
Methodist  covenantors  is  3,200,  he  said.  A 


goal  of  300,000  United  Methodist 
covenantors  by  1980  was  set  earlier  in 
the  1977-80  quadrennium,  but  the 
WHEAT  Task  Force  report  said  it  is  “not 
realistic." 

Asserting  it  will  “do  everything 
possible”  to  reach  the  10,000  goal  by  Dec. 
31,  the  task  force  report  said  its  efforts 
will  include:  telling  the  WHEAT  story  in 
all  available  United  Methodist  media 
channels,  probable  advertising  in  church 
periodicals,  asking  annual  conferences 


VM  task  force  adds  impetus 


Pittsburgh’s  hungry  are  fed 


PITTSBURGH  -  United  Methodists 
here  have  joined  a  hunger  fight  close  at 
hand,  after  learning  six  months  ago  that 
an  estimated  48,000  Allegheny  County 
residents  suffered  some  form  of  hunger 
last  year. 

Linking  up  with  a  church  and 
community  Hunger  Action  Coalition,  a 
UM  hunger  task  force  has  helped  develop 
an  Emergency  Nutritional  Supplement 
(ENS)  program  and  a  number  of  other 
strategies  to  meet  needs  right  in  their 
own  community. 

Bob  Schminkey,  a  member  of  the  local 
UM  hunger  task  force  said  ENS  meets 
the  needs  of  people  who  do  not  qualify  for 
other  aid  at  the  time.  Often  food  or 
money  is  given  to  feed  people  who  would 
otherwise  have  to  wait  two  weeks  or 
more  before  receiving  welfare  checks  or 
food  stamps. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania’s 
Welfare  Department  refers  about  four 
ENS  cases  each  week,  Mr.  Schminkey 
says.  But  the  program  will  not  stop  with 
food  or  money.  The  coalition  hopes  to 
begin  a  volunteer  advocate  program,  to 
put  more  non-hungry  people  in  touch 
with  people  in  need. 

Volunteers  to  befriend  hungry 
Each  volunteer  would  become  a  friend 
to  the  hungry  family  or  person  and  help 
them  deal  with  the  appropriate  state  or 
federal  agency.  Noting  that  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  underemployment  is  a  major 
cause  of  hunger,  Mr.  Schminkey  said 
advocates  would  eventually  help  the 
hungry  persons  find  a  job. 

Other  programs  are  designed  to  reach 
two  age  groups  found  to  have  higher 
instances  of  hunger  than  other  segments 
of  society:  young  families,  ages  26-35, 
and  the  elderly. 

According  to  Cheryl  Morden,  president 
of  the  Coalition  and  a  UM  Church  and 
Community  worker  assigned  to  Western 

Indians  can 
teach  whites, 
editor  says 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (RNS)  -  John 
Mohawk,  managing  editor  of  Akwesasne 
Notes,  a  New  York  Indian  newspaper, 
said  that  “because  the  creator  put  us 
here,  with  everything  we  needed,  we  can 
show  white  people  how  to  live,  how  to 
believe,  how  to  live  with  one  another." 

Referring  to  an  International 
Conference  on  Discrimination  Against 
Indigenous  Populations,  held  in  Geneva 
last  September,  Mr.  Mohawk  said 
Indians  made  up  “the  only  delegation 
coming  in  and  not  asking  for  money  .  .  . 
the  only  group  relating  the  spiritual  to 
people  and  the  earth .  ” 

Seminar  held 

The  seminar  at  which  he  spoke  here 
was  called  by  the  United  Methodist 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
and  the  Church’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Some  35  persons  from  the 
denomination  and  Indian  groups 
participated. 

Tim  Coulter,  director  of  the  Indian 
Law  Resource  Center  in  Washington, 
asserted  that  the  U.S.  government  is  still 
claiming  “the  right  to  ignore  or  violate 
treaties"  with  Indians,  and  that  it 
continues  to  lay  claim  to  all  Indian  land. 
Because  of  this,  he  said,  "we  must  look 
somewhere  else  for  help,"  especially  to 
international  organizations. 

Mike  Myers,  a  Seneca  from  New  York 
who  is  a  writer,  asked  why,  after  more 
than  300  years,  the  descendants  of 
European  settlers  "haven’t  learned  to 
treat  us  as  equal  human  beings  (but)  still 
look  at  us  as  savages  needing 
conversion." 

Indian  lands  exploited 

He  maintained  that  in  the  U.S. 
“everybody  seems  to  be  getting  into 
Indian  lands  for  economic  exploitation, 
while  in  Latin  America  Indians  “lack 
control  and  are  undergoing  oppression 
such  as  North  American  Indians 
experienced  in  the  19th  Century. 

Participants  in  the  seminar  adopted  a 
statement  affirming  that  the  church  has 
an  obligation  to  “educate  its 
membership  and  the  American  public 
about  the  threat  to  the  existence  of 
Native  Peoples,  to  act  as  an  advocate  for 
their  struggles,  and  to  support  their 
efforts  to  develop  economic  self- 
sufficiency." 

The  statement  also  said  that  “we  are 
faced  with  bodies  of  law  and  concepts  of 
justice  that  do  not  take  into  account  our 
basic  right  to  exist  as  a  people,”  and 
expressed  shock  that  the  U.S.  allegedly 
“still  follows  policies  that  legalize  the 
theft  of  our  lands,  the  destruction  of  our 
communities,  and  ultimately  the 
collapse  of  our  existence  as  a  people." 


Pennsylvania,  the  needs  of  the  elderly 
are  of  special  concern  “because  of  their 
concentration  in  Allegheny  County  in 
relationship  to  the  general  population." 

Living  on  fixed  incomes,  Ms.  Morden 
said,  “the  elderly  were  the  poorest  of 
those  interviewed  .  .  .  Not  surprisingly, 
(they),  ...  as  a  group,  experienced  hun¬ 
ger  and/or  running  out  of  food  or  money 
to  buy  food  more  frequently  than  other 
age  groups.” 

The  Sisters  Council  of  the  local 
Catholic  Diocese  is  now  canvassing 
areas  with  large  numbers  of  elderly 
persons  and  explaining  available  aid 


such  as  food  stamps,  “Meals  on  Wheels,” 
and  congregate  feeding  programs 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist  and  other 
churches. 

Programs  to  help  the  young  families 
facing  hunger  were  also  developed,  Mr. 
Schminkey  said  —  including  a  school 
lunch  program  for  children  in  public 
schools.  More  than  80  percent  of  the 
lunches  served  in  Pittsburgh  public 
schools  last  year  were  provided  at  no  or 
reduced  charge  to  students,  he  noted. 

This  article  is  edited  from  one  which 
appeared  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 


Baby  formula  battle 
still  waged  by  church 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  By  winning 
more  than  five  percent  of  the  votes  at  the 
recent  American  Home  Products  Co. 
shareholders  meeting,  the  religious 
coalition  fielded  by  the  Interfaith  Center 
for  Corporate  Responsibility  thought  it 
had  won  a  moral  victory.  Especially 
when  management  invited  it  to  come  in 
and  discuss  the  matter  in  dispute  — 
marketing  infant  formula  worldwide. 

But  the  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  representatives  were  in  for  a  big 
disappointment,  according  to  Peggy 
Halsey,  staff  member  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

“When  they  invited  us  to  come  to 
company  headquarters  in  New  York  on 
May  9,  the  assumption  was  they  were 
ready  to  talk  about  policy  changes,”  said 
Ms.  Halsey.  “It  quickly  became  clear 
they  were  not.  They  are  still  convinced 
American  Home  Products  is  not  at  fault; 
it’s  the  others  who  are  the  problem. 

“It  was  not  a  productive  meeting,"  she 
concluded.  “We  went  over  the  same  old 
ground." 

In  its  1977  stockholder  resolution  the 
religious  coalition  had  urged  several 
policy  changes  when  selling  in  the  Third 
World:  eliminate  free  samples, 
eliminate  “milk  nurses,"  put  clear 
warnings  on  the  cans  printed  in  the  local 
language. 

“Since  the  company  is  not  willing  to 
make  any  of  these  changes,”  said  Ms. 
Halsey,  “we  will  have  to  continue 
stockholder  pressure  and  education  of 

Ministry  with 
widows  urged 

SHARON,  Pa.  —  With  six  million 
widows  in  the  U.S.  today,  35  percent  of 
them  living  alone,  the  church  has  a 
definite  mission  “to  these  women  who 
are  often  tired  and  spiritually 
depressed,"  Franklin  District  United 
Methodist  Women  (UMW)  were  told  here 
recently. 

The  church,  like  society,  tends  to  place 
widows  in  a  small,  tight  social  circle, 
said  Lillian  Sloan,  a  widow  and  president 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  conference 
UMW,  in  a  panel  discussion  on  help  for 
widows. 

“Married  couples  at  church  dinners 
and  elsewhere  always  sit  together,"  Mrs. 
Sloan  said.  “When  a  committee  needs  a 
team  it  very  often  says  ‘Let’s  send  Mrs. 
So-and-So  and  Mrs.  Etc.  because  they 
are  widows  and  have  so  much  in 
common.’  How  I  would  have  enjoyed 
being  asked  to  go  along  on  a  family 
camping  trip!  " 

Help  for  widows  means  understanding 
their  needs,  several  panelists  agreed. 

Widows  go  through  various  stages  of 
grief,  noted  the  Rev.  Daniel  Stinson, 
pastor  of  the  Emlenton  Charge.  “After 
that  first  shock,  they  must  accept  death 
as  final.  Friends  can  help  by  calling  it 
death  and  not  trying  to  find  softer  words 
or  phrases." 

A  woman  left  suddenly  alone  also  faces 
emotional  adjustment,  he  said.  She  may 
have  thought  of  herself  for  years  as  only 
an  extension  of  her  husband.  Through  a 
“Widow  to  Widow”  program  at  his 
charge,  widows  meet  together  for 
support  but  also  benefit  from  a  variety  of 
outside  resource  persons  brought  in  to 
increase  their  skills  and  confidence  — 
tax  consultants,  plumbers,  dietitians  and 
social  security  consultants. 

Mr.  Stinson  listed  "Four  R’s”  with 
which  widows  may  need  the  church’s 
help:  recognize  the  death,  readjust 
,  lifestyle,  re-establish  ties  with  society 
and  re-enter  life  as  a  whole  person. 

Marybelle  Hawke,  UMW  Christian 
social  involvement  chairperson,  told  the 
group  a  Displaced  Homemaker 
Assistance  Act  currently  before 
Congress  may  be  of  help  to  widows.  The 
bill,  for  which  most  widows  would 
qualify,  would  authorize  development  of 
job  training  and  placement  services  for 
unpaid  workers  in  the  home. 

This  article  was  edited  from  two 
articles  appearing  in  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference  edition  ofTM/- 
UMR. 


our  own  constituency  on  the  relationship 
between  marketing  practices  of  various 
American  firms  and  infant  malnutrition 
around  the  world." 

The  resolution  presented  by  the 
coalition  at  this  year’s  shareholders’ 
meeting  on  April  26  in  Boston  called  for 
an  impartial  15-member  review  board  to 
propose  safeguards  in  marketing  that 
will  restrict  the  distribution  of  infant 
formula  to  those  parents  who  can  afford 
to  use  it  properly.  They  also  want  the 
company  to  emphasize  that  “breast  is 
best.” 

Despite  management  opposition,  the 
resolution  won  6,859,536  votes  or  5.28 
percent  of  total  votes  cast.  Only  three 
percent  is  needed  to  reintroduce  the 
motion  next  year. 

The  “problem"  in  the  view  of  the 
coalition  is  that  marketing  practices 
encourage  use  of  the  product  by  mothers 
who  cannot  mix  sterile  formula  in  proper 
proportions.  The  water  is  seldom  pure 
and  the  fuel  to  boil  it  is  expensive. 
Moreover,  claim  the  church  groups, 
poor,  illiterate  mothers  often  dilute  the 
formula  with  too  much  water  to  make  the 
supply  last  longer.  Then  the  baby  gets 
insufficient  nourishment. 

Such  feedings  pave  the  way  for  “Bottle 
Baby  Disease”  —  diarrhea,  dehydration, 
malnutrition  and  in  some  cases  brain 
damage  or  death,  say  the  church  group. 


to  undertake  a  conference-wide  WHEAT 
emphasis,  producing  a  filmstrip,  and 
employing  a  WHEAT  field  representa¬ 
tive  July  1- Dec.  31. 

To  finance  the  promotional  efforts,  as 
well  as  servicing  covenantors  with 
materials  and  in  other  ways,  the  task 
force  requested  and  received  approval 
of  a  $68,400  budget  for  1978.  Allocations 
are  expected  from  the  Boards  of  Church 
and  Society,  Discipleship,  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  five  areas  of  action  by  WHEAT 
covenantors  include:  intensive  study  of 
hunger  issues,  direct  involvement  in 
one’s  own  community,  advocacy  of 
public  policy  hunger  issues  at  state  and 
national  levels,  financial  support  of 
denominational  hunger  programs  and 
changing  toward  simpler  lifestyles. 

Mr.  Barfoot  said  the  task  force 
believes  in  the  validity  of  WHEAT  and 
“wants  it  to  be  a  strong  arm  of  the 
(World  Hunger)  Missional  Priority.” 

Hunger  Specials  approved 

The  48  widely  varying  programs 
approved  preliminarily  to  receive 
funding  through  the  broad-based  World 
Hunger  Advance  Special  are  in  the  U.S. 
and  several  countries  in  Africa,  Asia, 
Latin  America  and  the  West  Indies.  They 
fit  into  Hunger  Advance  categories  of 
direct  feeding,  fighting  root  causes  of 
hunger,  research  and  lifestyle. 

The  programs  must  receive  final 
approval  by  screening  units  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
and  the  Advance  Committee. 

Among  the  many  kinds  of  programs 
approved  are  agricultural  training  for 
farmers  in  Ecuador,  Lesotho  and 
elsewhere,  community  gardens  among 
poor  people  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky;  aid  to 
refugees  in  Algeria;  resources  for  a 
cooperative  farm  run  by  Native 
Americans  in  New  York  State;  nutrition 
and  family  life  education  among  young 
married  women  in  India ;  a  food  co-op  in 
Ohio;  collection  and  distribution  of 
emergency  food  in  Washington,  D.C.; 
emergency  food  and  nutrition  education 
among  migratory  farm  workers  in 
Maryland  and  Alabama. 

Also  approved  are  experimental  rice 
production  in  Guinea-Bissau;  rural 
development  programs  in  Tunisia,  India, 
Colombia  and  other  countries;  lifestyle 
changes  in  context  of  public  and  private 
issues  and  values  in  Georgia;  study, 
practice  and  demonstration  of  hunger 
and  nutrition  issues  in  a  camp  setting  in 
Massachusetts;  involvement  of  U.S.  and 
international  college  students  in  efforts 
to  alleviate  hunger  and  o^er  needs  of 
people  in  poverty  in  California ;  increase 
of  soybean  protein  in  the  diet  of  pre¬ 
school  children  in  Bolivia;  research  on 
rural  community  development  overseas; 
research  on  a  wind-driven  refrigeration 
system  in  Iowa  to  preserve  perishable 
foodstuffs. 


ISSUES  FOR 
THE  CHURCHES... 


Singles 

SATURDAY  NIGHT, 

SUNDAY  MORNING 
Singles  and  the  Church 
Nicholas  B.  Christoff 

Full  of  the  real  facts  of  single  life,  here  is  a  dynamic 
practical  plan  for  helping  the  traditionally  family-centered 
church  better  minister  to  the  needs  of  its  largest,  most 
misunderstood  minority.  $7.95 

Health  care 

THIS  MORTAL  COIL 
The  Meaning  of  Health 
and  Disease 
Kenneth  L.Vaux 

Foreword  by  Rene  Dubos.  In  light  of  recent  concern  over 
the  "right  to  die"  and  other  moral  dilemmas  of  modern 
medicine,  Dr.  Vaux  argues  for  a  new  view  of  reality  that 
will  give  both  health  and  disease  a  more  meaningful 
place  in  human  existence.  $7.95 


Church  growth 


TEN  STEPS  FOR 
CHURCH  GROWTH 
Donald  A.  McGavran  and 
Winfield  C.Arn 

For  ministers,  church  executives  and  concerned  church 
members,  two  dynamic  leaders  of  the  church  growth 
movement  offer  a  cornucopia  of  methods  to  help  each 
congregation  develop  a  unique,  effective  style  of 
outreach.  Paper  RD  215  $3.95 
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Methodist  Scholarship  grant 
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Since  the  call  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Baton  Rouge  when 
the  pledge  of  $450,000  to  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  was  made, 
the  response  of  Louisiana 
Methodists  both  lay  and 
clergy  has  been  excellent 
making  an  overpayment  in 
reality! 


Overpaid  $450,000  to  Centenary  College 

New  Trustees  at  Centenary  Centenary  honors  3 


It  was  the  early  1930s,  the  pit  of  the 
Great  Depression,  and  young  Mel 
Wheatley  was  doing  what  many  other 
young  men  were  doing— working  hard  to 
get  through  college.  They  knew  it  was  up 
to  them  whether  they  made  it  or  not. 

Mel  waited  tables  in  the  campus  dining 
room  at  American  University, 
Washington,  D.C.  But  even  with  that 
income,  in  all  probability  he  never  would 
have  made  it  through  had  it  not  been  for 
help  from  his  church,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  which  has  since  become  part 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

By  today’s  standards,  the  church’s  $50- 
a-semester  scholarship  grant  would  not 
be  even  a  small  beginning  toward  the 
cost  of  a  college  education.  But  in  the 
1930s  it  meant  the  difference  between 
being  able  to  complete  courses  and  not 
being  able  to.  The  school  required  each 
student  to  square  semester  accounts  at 
the  business  office  before  being  allowed 
to  take  final  examinations. 

Mel  Wheatley  got  through  college  with 
the  indispensable  help  of  the  scholarship 
grant  and  began  a  career  that  has  taken 
him  to  the  highest  office  a  United 
Methodist  minister  can  attain  in  the 
church.  For,  you  see,  the  young, 
struggling  Mel  Wheatley  of  depression 
days  is  now  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley, 
Jr., 

Bishop  Wheatley’s  is  one  of  thousands 
of  testimonials  to  the  scholarship  and 


loan  aid  made  available  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  predecessors. 
And  for  many,  the  aid  was  decisive  in  the 
lives  of  those  who  received  it.  Such 
testimonials  have  been  gathered  over  the 
past  hundred  years.  That  is  how  long  the 
church  has  been  helping  students— some 
200,000  of  them— to  reach  the  goal  of  a 
college  education. 

One  thing  that  many  of  those  who  have 
been  helped  by  United  Methodist 
scholarships  and  loans  do  is  to  urge 
continued  giving  by  United  Methodists  to 
make  aid  possible  to  today’s  young 
people. 

Again,  Bishop  Wheatley:  “Though  the 
economic  situation  has  changed 
radically  since  the  1930s,  the  fact  of  need 
is  still  very  much  with  us.  Some  of  us  are 
now  able  in  our  turn  support  the  Student 
Day  offering  which  years  ago  supported 


The  offering  referred  to  is  the  annual 
United  Methodist  Student  Day  offering 
which  provides  by  far  the  most  support 
for  our  church’s  loan  and  scholarship 
program.  Each  local  church  is  asked  to 
receive  the  offering  annually.  This  year 
the  date  for  the  observance  and  offering 
is  Sunday,  June  11,  though  churches  may 
observe  it  on  another  day  if  they  choose. 
Contributions  should  be  sent  through 
regular  channels  of  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences. 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  elected 
four  new  members  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Centenary  College:  Dr. 
William  H.  Broyles,  a  Leesville  phy¬ 
sician  now  in  the  oil  and  gas  business 
in  Shreveport;  Mrs.  Ruth  S.  Foil, 
secretary-treasurer  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  Motors  Securities 
Co.;  Thomas  H.  Matheny,  a  Hammond 
attorney;  and  Paul  C.  McDonald,  a 
retired  executive  of  the  Murphy  Oil 
Company. 

They  were  nominated  by  the 
Centenary  Board  at  a  recent  meeting  at 
which  George  D.  Nelson  was  re-elected 
chairman;  J.  Hugh  Watson,  vice- 
chairman;  Austin  G.  Robertson, 
treasurer;  Elise  Wheless  Hogan, 
secretary;  and  Ruby  George,  assistant 
secretary. 

Dr.  Broyles  is  a  Shreveport  native, 
attended  Byrd  High  School  and 
Centenary  College,  and  received  the 
M.D.  degree  from  L.S.U.  in  1947.  He 
served  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  in  the 
Korean  War  and  practiced  medicine  in 
Leesville  at  the  Broyles  Clinic  and 
Hospital  for  approximately  30  years. 

He  moved  to  Shreveport  last  year  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  oil  and  gas 
business.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Nell  Williams  of  Baton  Rouge  and  they 
have  five  children,  Diane,  Debbie,  Bill, 
Mike  and  Cindy.  All  four  of  the  older 
children  have  graduated  from  or 
attended  Centenary  and  the  youngest 
daughter  is  expected  to  enroll  this  fall. 


Mrs.  Foil  is  a  native  of  Memphis, 
Tennessee.  She  attended  public  schools 
and  Harding  College,  Searcy,  Arkansas 
and  has  lived  in  Shreveport  for  the  past 
36  years.  She  has  been  associated  with 
Motors  Securities  for  32  years.  She 
presently  resides  at  254  Rutherford 
where  she  provides  students  financial 
guidance  and  a  home  away  from  home 
for  local  and  international  students. 

Matheny  is  the  conference  lay  leader  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  has  a  law 
degree  from  Tulane  University  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  and  the 
American  Bar  Associations. 

He  is  listed  in  Who's  Whoiin  America, 
Who’s  Who  in  Education  and  Who’s  Who 
in  Methodism.  He  has  been  an  active 
worker  for  the  Boy  Scouts,  the  Louisiana 
Historical  Association,  and  the  Louisiana 
Mental  Health  Association. 

McDonald  was  born  in  Converse,  La., 
graduated  from  El  Dorado,  Ark.  High 
School  and  received  a  degree  in 
petroleum  engineering  from  Texas  A  & 
M. 

He  started  with  C.H.  Murphy  and  Co., 
the  parent  company  of  the  Murphy  Oil 
Co.  in  1947  and  in  1963  moved  to  Canada 
as  president  of  a  subsidiary  firm, 
Murphy  Oil  Co.,  Ltd.  He  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board  and  as  a 
consultant  to  the  firm  until  his 
retirement  in  Shreveport  in  1977.  He  is 
married  to  the  former  Kathryn  Jones  of 
Norphlet,  Ark.,  and  they  have  one  son, 
James  S.,  now  in  graduate  school  at 
M.I.T. 


Methodist  ministers 


Around  the  Conference 


Washington  Chapel  UMC,  Bastrop, 
Monroe  district,  honored  its  pastor  the 
Rev.  R.S.  Murray  in  a  Retiring  Program 
May  21, 1978. 

Rev.  Murt*ay  was  appointed  to 
Washington  Chapel  in  1954.  During  his 
pastorate  a  new  sanctuary  was  erected 
in  1956.  The  church  has  seen  great 
progress  under  his  able  leadership. 

As  he  moves  at  Conference  to  St.  Paul, 
Monroe  He  said,  “My  only  desire  is  to  be 
a  Christian  and  continue  to  be  a  Gospel 
Minister.” 


HARRINGTON 
SPEAKS  FOR 
REUNION  AT 
ALMA  MATER 


\ 


On  May  30,  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  Sanctuary  of  PHARR  CHAPEL  UMC  was 
celebrated  in  Morgan  City,  Louisiana. 

The  sermon  was  given  by  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  assisted  by  District 
Superintendent  Alfred  L.  Norris  and  Dr.  DeWitt  Ginn,  pastor  of  Pharr  Chapel. 

During  the  service,  the  combined  choirs  of  the  Church  presented  two  gifts  —  One 
to  Alfred  K.  Brizzard  for  twenty-four  years  of  cont  nuous  service  to  the  choir;  the 
second  to  Mrs.  Mary  Laborde,  Church  organist,  for  her  many  years  of  faithful 
service  to  the  Church. 

A  covered  dish  luncheon  was  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  completely  redecorated 
by  members  of  the  congregation. 

Gifts  were  presented  to  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Shamblin  and  District  Superintendent 
and  Mrs.  Norris. 

Also  receiving  gifts  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Roe  who  prepared  a  short  history 
of  the  Church  and  Mr.  Morris  Waltman  who  headed  the  committee  for  redecorating 
the  Fellowship  Hall. 

At  the  end  of  the  luncheon  a  birthday  cake  was  cut  by  Mrs.  Shamblin. 

Others  sharing  in  the  celebration  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Martin  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Berwick,  Louisiana,  and  Reverend  and  Mrs.  A.H. 
Foreman. 

Reverend  Foreman  is  the  General  Conference  Evangelist. 


To  kick  off  NATIONAL  FAMILY 
WEEK,  the  First  UMC  of  Pineville,  held 
a  “Christian  Family  Day.  "  Following  a 
special  service  of  worship  conducted  by 
the  UMY,  a  covered  dish  dinner  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Commission  on 
Christian  Social  Concerns  and  the  “Pairs 
and  Spares"  Church  School  Class.  Dr. 
Sarah  Francis  Anders  and  Professor  Ann 
McAllister  of  Louisiana  College  led  in  a 
discussion  of  current  trends  in  the 
American  Family  and  family  therapy 
Rev.  Beverly  E.  Bond  is  pastor. 

The  youth  are  pictured  as  they  listen  to 
Dr.  Anders  and  Miss  McAllister. 

Miss  Faith  Neoma  Martin  became  the 
bride  of  Michel  Ravary  of  Ottawa, 
Ontario,  Canada,  on  Sunday,  May  21, 
1978  in  the  Fairview  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  the  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
E.J.  Martin. 

p  m  a 

n.) 


Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  preached  and  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie  assisted  at  the 
Dedication  of  the  rebuilt  sanctuary  of  LASSEIGNE  MEMORIAL  UMC,  LaPlace. 
Former  pastors  assisting  were:  Rev.  James  E.  Hodges  of  Raymond,  Rev.  George 
Duerson  of  Denham  Springs,  and  VA  Chaplain  Joseph  C.  Pickett  of  New  Orleans. 

A  $45,000  mortgage  note  was  burned  by  Mr.  Manning  Riser,  Chairman  of 
Trustees,  assisted  by  other  trustees. 

Also  dedicated  were  paraments  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  May  Connell  Lasseigne 
and  flower  stands  in  memory  of  her  sister  Mrs.  C.  F.  Montegut,  Jr.  These  ladies 
were  of  the  five  original  families  founding  the  Methodist  Church  in  LaPlace  in  1932. 

Other  activities  of  the  day  included  informal  visiting,  a  “We  Remember  Time" 
undo  buffet  luncheon. 

The  sanctuary  was  rebuilt  after  Hurricane  Betsy  of  September  1965. 

Mesdames  Shamblin,  Boddie,  Hodges,  Duerson  and  Pickett  also  attended  the 
services. 

LEFT  TO  RIGHT  Mr.  Richard  DeLong,  Lay  Leader;  Mr.  John  Moran,  Ch.  of 
Adm.  Bd. ,  Mr.  Gene  McDowell,  Mr.  Manning  Riser.  Mr.  George  Conville,  Mr. 
Stephen  Martin  all  Trustees. 


The  Maxie  UMC  observed  their  86th 
Birthday  with  125  people  in  attendance. 

Pictured  are  John  Taylor,  Rev.  Allen 
Stackhouse.  Pastor  and  Curley 
Gautreaux. 


A  caretaker  for  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp  is  needed.  A  retired 
Methodist  couple  might  be  a 
possibility.  If  anyone  is  interested 
contact,  George  McVay,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  His 
address  is  501  S>  Fifth  St.,  Eunice, 
LA.  70535.  (318)  457-2208. 


JAMES  WOODS,  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board  of  HODGE  United 
Methodist  Church,  presents  gifts  to  High 
School  Graduates  Richard  Holsumback, 
Kate  Adams,  and  Jane  Hobson,  as  they 
were  honored  with  a  family  night  supper 
Sunday,  May  21  after  the  evening 
service. 


Edward  R.  Thomas  James  Caraway 


Three  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
clergymen  were  awarded  the  honorary 
doctor  of  divinity  degree  at  the  annual 
Methodist  conference  at  Centenary 
College. 

Those  honored  are  the  Rev.  Edward  R. 

Thomas,  pastor  of  the  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport;  the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son.  newly  appointed  Shreveport  district  superintendent, 
and  the  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway,  Monroe  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 

Thomas  has  served  churches  in  Baton  Rouge.  Denham 
Springs,  Hammond,  Minden  and  Lake  Vista.  He  is  a  native  of 
Maryland. 

Williamson  has  served  churches  in  Minden,  Coushatta,  New 
Orleans,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Alexandria.  He  has  served  as 
chairman  of  the  bishop’s  cabinet,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  the  Centenarv  boards  of  trustees. 

Caraway  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  P.  M.  Caraway  of 
Shreveport.  He  has  served  churches  in  Shreveport,  Bunkie,  New  Orleans,  Homer, 
Minden  and  Lafayette.  He  has  also  held  church  positions  as  cabinet  liaison  to  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  trustee  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  Both  Dr.  Caraway  and  Dr  Williamson  are  district 
superintendents  for  the  second  time. 


Lab/ Seminar, 

Mt.  Sequoyah 


Special  Courses  to  be  offered  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Laboratory  Seminar  July  15-21:  (1) 
Communications  Resource  Center-a  Laboratory  experience-Who  Should  Attend? 
Librarians,  Pastors,  Church  Secretaries  who  have  responsibility  for  Library/Audio 
Visuals,  Local  Church  Coordinators  of  Communications,  Editors  of  Local  Church 
Newspapers,  newsletters  and  radio  programs,  Church  School  teachers,  Staff 
persons,  District  Coordinator  of  Communications. 

Enrollment  limited  to  25  persons. 

(2)  Adult  Laboratory  on  Theological  Concerns.  Enrollment  limited  to  22  Persons. 
(3)  Confirmation  Class  (4)  Weekday  Nursery  Class. 

The  Adult  Lab:  Theological  Concerns  will  be  available  only  for  those  who  have 
been  in  an  adult  lab  within  the  lasLyear.  Members  of  last  year’s  lab  will  be  invited 
first.  Only  22  are  allowed.  Basic  materials  are  available  for  pre-  reading. 


Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  Director  of 
Promotion  for  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation  and  the  last  living 
president  of  Samuel  Huston  College,  his 
Alma  Mater,  was  the  Reunion  Banquet 
speaker  on  May  13,  in  Orangeburg,  South 
Carolina.  A  Claflin  College  graduate  of 
the  class  of  1933,  Dr.  Harrington  greeted 
the  classes  of  1928,  1933,  1934,  1938,  1943, 
1953  and  1963  .  .  .  The  Classes  of  1928  and 
1953  are  the  golden  and  silver  anni¬ 
versary  classes  respectively. 

Having  served  on  the  faculties  of  Wiley 
College  and  Dillard  University,  Dr. 
Harrington  sustains  a  further  relation¬ 
ship  with  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  Boston  University  and  Drew 
University.  He  has  four  earned  and  two 
honorary  degrees  from  Claflin,  Gammon 
and  Boston  University  and  the  College 
Citation  from  Huston-Tillotson  College. 

Before  coming  to  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation  he  was  Area 
Provost  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Louisiana.  Earlier  he  served  as 
Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  composed  of 
seven  major  Protestant  Communions 
and  the  four  Roman  Catholic  Dioceses 
that  were  in  Louisiana  at  the  time. 

Mrs.  Martinez  J.  Harrington  and  Mrs. 
Leona  P.  Woodard,  a  family  friend, 
accompanied  Dr.  Harrington  to  Claflin 
College.  Back  at  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  Mr.  Ken  Ward, 
Director  of  the  Legal  and  Legislative 
Division  of  LMCF,  filled  the  pulpit  for 
Dr.  Harrington. 

The  St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Men, 
Monroe,  recently  hosted  the  Spring 
Quarter  Twin  Cities  United  Methodist 
Mens  Breakfast.  The  event  was  held  at 
the  Wesley  Foundation  on  the  campus  of 
Northeast  Louisiana  University  to 
accomodate,  over  fifty  men  who 
assembled  to  share  in  the  fellowship  and 
hear  the  words  of  inspiration  and 
challenge  brought  by  Judge  F.  Fudickar, 
Jr. 


Summer  School  for  diaconal  ministry, 
education  assistants  scheduled  at  Perkins 


The  annual  Summer  School  for 
Diaconal  Ministry  and  Educational 
Assistants  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
June  19-30,  1978  will  again  provide  a 
required  area  of  study  for  the 
Foundational  Course  of  Study  for 
Diaconal  Ministers  and  Certification 
Studies  in  Ministry  Careers  for 
Associates  in  Christian  Education  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  event  will  provide  an  opportunity 
for  educational  assistants  to  participate 
in  a  graduate-level  course  which  fulfills  a 
substantial  part  of  one  year’s 
requirement  for  certification  as  an 


Associate  in  Christian  Education  and  the 
“Ministry  Specialization”  requirement 
for  consecration  as  a  Diaconal  Minister 
in  Christian  Education.  Additional 
certification  requirements  may  be 
fulfilled  in  conference,  jurisdictional, 
and  national  training  events. 

Additional  questions  and  requests  for 
registration  should  be  sent  to  C.  Wayne 
Banks,  Perkins  School  fo  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas, 
Texas  75275,  with  a  ten  dollar 
registration  fee,  which  includes  books 
and  insurance.  Checks  should  be  made 
out  to  Diaconal  Ministry  Studies. 


Funds  available  for  Creative  Family  Ministries 


The  Family  Life  Committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  making 
available  limited  funds  for  “Experimen¬ 
tal  Family  Ministries. ’’  The  Committee 
is  encouraging  local  churches,  districts 
and  conferences  to  consider  developing 
some  unique  models  (programs)  of 
creative  family  ministries  that  might  be 
shared  with  other  United  Methodists 
across  the  church. 

Include  a  proposed  budget  with  the 
amount  you  would  like  from  the  Family 
ife  Committee.  Outline  your  plan,  and 
describe  a  process  for  evaluating  your 


model. 

Proposals  can  originate  at  any  level  of 
the  church,  but  should  have  the  support 
of  the  annual  conference.  Therefore, 
send  for  a  cover  sheet  to  be  signed  by  the 
appropriate  persons  in  the  annual 
conference. 

Please  submit  proposals  by  September 
30,  1978.  A  sub-committee  will  review 
proposals  in  October  for  presentation  to 
the  full  Committee  during  its  meeting 
November  8-11,  1978.  You  will  then  be 
notified  regarding  the  action  of  the 
Family  Life  Committee. 


O  Baton  Rouge:  N 

Legislation  I 

(1 


f  nitiV-muiMmmSiimit 


BATON  ROUGE  —  The  Louisiana 
Senate  has  unanimously  adopted 
legislation  that  exempts  vehicles  owned 
and  used  by  churches,  church  schools, 
and  religious  orders  from  the 
commercial  vehicle  registration  tax. 

"This  bill  clarifies  the  status  of  such 
vehicles  in  a  manner  that  will  guarantee 
fair  treatment  and  swift  processing,  and, 
hopefull,  avoid  confusion  in  the  future," 


Church  vehicle 
exempt  from 
registration  tax 


The  Shreveport  District  Parson- 
ettes  Family  Picnic  honoring  Peggy 
and  Harvey  Williamson,  the  new 
District  Superintendent,  and  the 
preachers  and  families  new  in  the 
district  will  be  June  the  23rd  at 
Mangum  UMC,  not  June  16  as  pre¬ 
viously  announced. 


explained  Senate  President  Michael  H. 
O’Keefe  ( District  5 ) ,  author  of  the  bill. 

Senate  Bill  number  872  ascribes 
“private  passenger’’  status  to  all 
vehicles  owned  and  used  by  churches, 
church  schools,  and  religious  orders.  The 
bill  authorizes  the  collection  of  an  annual 
three-dollar  registration  license  fee  for 
such  vehicles,  and  relieves  the 
institutions  from  having  to  provide 
further  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  a 
vehicle  is  used.  The  three-dollar  fee 
would  be  collected  in  advance  every  two 
years,  commencing  with  the  registration 
period  that  begins  January  1, 1979. 

The  bill  was  sent  to  the  Louisiana 
House  of  Representatives  May  23  where 
it  awaits  final  passage  pending  a  report 
from  the  House  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means. 
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.  Editor  i  a  Is 

Neither  official  nor  unofficial 
sources  have  a  ‘corner  on  truth’ 


Among  the  materials  distributed  by 
United  Methodist  Women  for  use  across 
the  church  during  the  upcoming  annual 
conference  “schools  of  mission”  is  a 
document  entitled  “Official  and  Unof¬ 
ficial  Sources  of  Information." 

Mandated  by  directors  of  the 
denomination's  Women’s  Division 
earlier  this  spring  and  written  by  the 
staff  of  that  division,  the  2-page 
statement  is  said  to  be  an  attempt  to  in¬ 
form  the  women  of  the  church  about  the 
differences  between  information  they 
receive  from  “official”  (Women’s 
Division)  and  “unofficial"  (other  media) 
sources. 

The  intent  of  the  paper  —  according  to 
Barbara  E.  Campbell,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  the  division,  who  drafted 
the  document  —  is  to  acquaint  women  of 
the  church  with  the  fact  that  not 
everything  they  read  about  the  national 
policy  and  work  of  United  Methodist 
Women  is  “official.” 

We  believe  this  distinction  between 
"official"  and  “unofficial"  information 
sources  is  both  valid  and  important.  We 
believe  that  it  is  not  only  important  for 
church  members  to  read  various  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  church’s  activities,  but  also 
to  be  aware  of  the  point  of  view  reflected 
by  their  information  sources. 

Had  the  Women’s  Division  document 
ended  at  this  point,  we  would  have  ap¬ 
plauded  it.  It  goes  on,  however,  to  in¬ 
terject  questions  of  “accuracy”  and 
“bias"  into  the  situation  with  the  un¬ 
stated,  but  clear,  inference  that  “of¬ 
ficial"  sources  can  be  assumed  to  be  ac¬ 
curate  and  without  bias,  while  “unof¬ 
ficial"  sources  must  be  considered 
suspect. 

“Unofficial”  in  the  context  of  the  paper 
means  any  publication  not  specifically 
controlled  by  the  Women’s  Division. 
TM/UMR-related  newspapers,  “In¬ 


terpreter"  magazine,  and  “Candle"  (a 
newsletter  published  by  the  "Good 
News"  movement)  are  specifically 
singled  out  as  questionable.  The  charge, 
however,  includes  by  implication  all  an¬ 
nual  conference  publications  and  all 
general  church  publications  not  related 
directly  to  the  Women’s  Division. 

We  believe  this  interpretation  by  the 
Women’s  Division  staff  fogs  rather  than 
sheds  light  on  the  way  “media  con¬ 
sumers’  ’  can  best  judge  what  they  read. 

We  know  of  no  journalist  or  newspaper 
which  claims  to  have  “cornered  the 
market"  on  truth  and  accuracy. 
Publications,  like  individual  writers,  suf¬ 
fer  from  human  fallibility. 

But  neither  do  we  believe  that  the 
Women’s  Division  —  through  its 
publications,  mailings  and  conferences 

—  has  developed  an  infallible  means  of 
possessing  and  communicating  truth. 

Truth  is  a  matter  for  individuals  to  sbrt 
out  by  considering  a  variety  of  sources 
and  perspectives  —  not  something 
guaranteed  by  simply  labelling  a  given 
source  or  perspective  “official”  or 
"unofficial.”  One  painful  lesson  of  the 
Vietnam  and  Watergate  experiences  is 
that  the  highest  and  most  “official” 
sources  of  information  are  not  always  the 
most  reliable. 

We  believe  in  the  serious  intention  of 
the  Women’s  Division  to  tell  the  “truth” 
as  it  perceives  the  truth.  We  also  believe 
in  the  equally  serious  intention  of  media 
outside  that  division  —  including  this 
publication  —  to  tell  the  truth  as  they  see 
it. 

This  diversity  of  sources  and  per¬ 
spectives  is  worth  bringing  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  all  persons  on  the  receiving  end 
of  church  communications.  But  let’s  not 
canonize  any  one  group’s  point  of  view 

—  whether  “official”  or  “unofficial”  — 
as  the  standard  by  which  all  truth  is  to  be 
measured. 


TM/UMR  Hotline 

How  can  I  not  support 
some  church  agencies? 


To  the  Editor : 

If  1  were  a  disciple  of  Karl  Marx,  I 
would  agree  with  and  want  to  support 
the  political  and  sociological  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions. 

However,  I  am  not  a  Marxist.  I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  either  God  or 
Jesus  Christ  were  advocates  of  the 
doctrines  of  Karl  Marx,  and  I  do  not 
want  to  contribute  financially  to  any 
one  of  these  three  agencies  as  long  as 
they  are  controlled  by  their  present 
leaders.  Actually,  nothing  would  give 
me  greater  pleasure  than  to  see  the 
people  who  currently  control  these 
agencies  in  the  unemployment  lines. 

My  question  is:  How  can  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  finan¬ 
cially  contribute  to  the  legitimate 
Christian  activities  of  his  local  church 
without  IN  ANY  WAY  HAVING 
ANY  PART  OF  HIS  CONTRIBUTION 
DIVERTED  to  the  financial  support 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions? 

A.  J.  Flint 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

Approximately  20  cents  of  each 
dollar  contributed  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  channeled  to  a  wide 
variety  of  Christian  causes  beyond  the 
local  church.  The  three  agencies  you 
have  mentioned  receive  support 
through  the  World  Service  ap¬ 
portionment  and  the  annual  con¬ 


ference’s  pension  apportionment. 

It  is  not  possible  for  a  church  mem¬ 
ber  to  withhold  support  from  one 
church  agency  which  receives  World 
Service  funds  without  withholding 
support  from  all  agencies  which 
receive  such  support. 

This  fact  has  given  rise  in  recent 
years  to  the  practice  of  “selective”  or 
“designated"  giving  by  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church.  A  member  may 
specify  that  his  contribution  be  used 
only  for  a  particular  purpose  which  he 
or  she  designates. 

The  UMC  has  long  affirmed  the 
principle  of  designated  giving  to 
special  causes  over  and  above  a  mem¬ 
ber’s  regular  contribution.  If  a 
majority  of  the  church’s  members 
designated  all  their  contributions,  it 
would  be  virtually  impossible  for  a 
local  church  to  construct  a  unified 
budget.  Who,  for  example,  would  be 
likely  to  designate  their  contribution 
for  the  payment  of  utility  bills  or  the 
church  secretary’s  salary? 

Inherent  in  our  church’s  operation 
is  the  belief  that  our  ministry  in 
Christ’s  name  should  extend  beyond 
our  local  church  to  all  parts  of  the 
world.  I  am  not  equally  impressed 
with  every  activity  our  church  sup¬ 
ports  locally,  nationally  or  worldwide. 
But  I  would  prefer  to  give  support  to 
some  church  activities  with  which  I  do 
not  agree  than  to  limit  the  use  of  my 
contribution  only  to  a  few  selected  ac¬ 
tivities  in  my  local  church. 


Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


My  Witness 

Repentance  can  be 
a  rough  experience 


By  FLOYD  V.  BROWER 

During  the  fifty-five  years  of  my 
ministry  repenting  and  repentance  have 
been  the  central  theme  of  many  sermons. 
However,  in  evangelistic  preaching  our 
eagerness  for  converts  has  caused  us  to 
present  the  repentance  act  as  relatively 
easy:  Repent  and  believe  the  gospel! 
Just  have  faith  and  it  will  be  done.  It  is 
like  traveling  down  a  road,  unsure  about 
the  destination,  and  deciding  to  turn 
around  and  go  the  other  way.  Repenting 
is  that  easy. 

Recently  I  got  a  new  insight  into  repen¬ 
tance  through  a  rugged  experience  on  a 
country  road.  Doing  some  visiting  in  the 
community  about  my  church,  I  asked 
directions  as  to  how  to  locate  a  family.  I 
was  directed  to  go  thus  and  so  until  I 
came  to  a  dirt  road,  turn  to  the  right,  and 
find  my  prospects.  I  turned  down  the 
wrong  dirt  road,  a  dead  end  one.  Before 
reaching  the  end,  I  decided  to  turn 
around  and  go  back,  even  though  the 
road  was  narrow. 

So  1  cut  the  car  sharply  and  backed 
toward  what  I  thought  was  solid  ground. 
It  turned  out  to  be  a  grass  covered  road 
ditch,  just  wide  enough  for  my  rear 
wheels  to  fit  in  well,  but  deep  enough  to 
take  the  weight  off  them.  I  tried  various 
ways,  but  I  was  stuck,  so  I  went  for  help 
and  found  a  man  with  a  truck  and  shovel, 
but  no  chain.  We  started  shoveling  on 
hard  ground,  made  a  place  for  the  jack 
under  the  frame  of  the  car,  lifted  it  up, 
and  filled  dirt  under  the  wheel.  Then  we 
did  the  same  on  the  other  side  and  the  car 
pulled  up,  out  and  away,  after  much 
labor,  perspiration  and  some  nice  ex¬ 
pressions  of  aggravation.  I  expressed  my 
thanks  verbally  and  in  cash  to  my  helper 
and  was  a  happy  sinner  on  my  way  home. 


As  I  drove  toward  home  an  idea  hit  me 
like  a  flash:  repenting  and  repentance 
are  like  my  car  stuck  in  a  turn  around. 
Repentance  isn’t  as  easy  as  we  so  often 
hear  it.  I  remembered  some  individuals 
who  wanted  to  repent,  to  turn  around  and 
find  a  new  life  but  found  that  it  wasn’t 
easy.  You  can  get  stuck  with  so  many  ob¬ 
stacles.  Ask  the  alcoholic.  Ask  the  time- 
bound  sinner.  I  need  not  go  on.  - 

The  sinner  needs  help.  Recall  the 
stories  of  people  who  came  to  Jesus.  The 
sinner  needs  help,  but  the  sinner  has  to 
put  forth  efforts  also.  I  worked  harder 
than  the  man  who  came  to  help  me  get 
out,  but  together  we  made  it. 

It  is  rather  natural  for  the  church  to  be 
filled  with  segregated  saints  who  want 
sinners  -  after  they  have  made  the  turn 
—  to  prove  it  by  their  attendance  and 
contributions;  however,  they  are  not  too 
enthused  about  taking  the  shovel  and 
working  with  the  sinners  when  they  get 
stuck  in  the  turn.  Zacchaeus  was  up  a 
tree,  but  Jesus  called  him  down  and  went 
home  with  him,  bringing  the  criticism, 
“He  has  gone  in  to  be  the  guest  of  a  sin¬ 
ner." 

I  was  sorry  for  my  experience  of  get¬ 
ting  stuck  in  the  turn-around,  but 
thinking  through  it,  I  drove  happily 
home.  Repentance  may  seem  very,  very 
rough  for  many  who  avoid  it,  but  with 
God’s  great  love,  the  church’s  use  of  the 
shovel,  and  the  sinner’s  willingness,  it 
can  be  done  —  even  though  it  is  no 
pushover. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Floyd  V.  Brower,  is  a  retired  member  of 
the  Missouri  East  Annual  Conference. 


Continuing  struggle  in  Zaire 
calls  for  prayer  and  reflection 


Wrong  assessment  given  of  worship  needs 


The  most  recent  conflict  and  bloodshed 
in  Shaba  Province  in  southern  Zaire 
(see  TM/UMR,  May  26  and  June  2)  once 
again  has  focused  the  world's  attention 
on  the  human  suffering  which  so  often  ac¬ 
companies  political  turmoil. 

What  some  persons  see  as  just 
“another  African  uprising”  takes  on  an 
extremely  personal  meaning  for  United 
Methodists  in  America  —  whose  history 
of  mission  involvement  in  Zaire  spans 
more  than  100  years. 

The  Zairean  situation  not  only  calls  for 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition  at 
First  UMC  in  Pearland,  Texas  (Texas 
Annual  Conference. ) 

Each  week  about  700  subscriber- 
families  at  First  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  local 
church  news  printed  on  the  front  page, 
news  of  the  Texas  Annual  Conference 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages.  First  UMC  joins  more 
than  300  other  local  churches  across  the 
nation  which  publish  their  news  this  way 
each  week. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Pearland  we  say 
“Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
■  edition  of  TM/  UMR  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  450,000 
subscribers  across  the  nation  in 
providing  feedback  via  our  “Letters  to 
the  Editor”  column. 

To  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  ( The  United  Methodist  Reporter. ) '  ’ 


a  reassessment  of  what  it  will  mean  for 
our  church  to  be  “in  mission”  there  in  the 
coming  years,  but  demands  the  personal 
reflection  and  prayer  of  each  church 
member. 

While  many  of  us  have  not  yet  sorted 
out  the  political  and  economic  struggles 
of  Zaire,  we  should  have  no  difficulty 
seeing  the  cost  in  human  life  and  human 
potential  wreaked  by  these  struggles.  On 
this  basis,  we  urge  United  Methodists 
everywhere  to  offer: 

•prayers  for  the  people  of  Zaire  —  the 
families  of  both  the  combatants  and  the 
innocents  slain  during  the  recent  in¬ 
surrection; 

•prayers  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
missionary  community  so  miraculously 
spared  amid  the  hostilities ; 

•prayers  of  healing  and  wholeness  for 
those  whose  spirits  have  been  twisted  by 
decades  of  hate  and  political  strife  in 
Zaire; 

•prayers  for  those  Russians,  Cubans, 
French,  Americans  and  others  who  see 
Africa  not  as  the  God-given  land  en¬ 
trusted  to  African  peoples,  but  as  a 
political,  economic  and  military  plum, 
ripe  for  the  picking. 

•prayers  for  the  future  of  Zaire  and  the 
future  of  the  Christian  church  there  in 
the  troubled  months  yet  to  come. 


To  the  Editor: 

The  article  by  the  Rev.  Larry  Jacobson 
in  the  May  19  issue  deserves  some  com¬ 
ments  in  response  from  the  liturgical 
wing  of  the  church.  There  is  no  argument 
from  my  point  of  view  to  his  statement 
that  we  need  to  express  greater  Christian 
joy  in  our  worship.  But  I  certainly  differ 
with  him  as  to  how  one  carries  that  out. 

Mr.  Jacobson  accuses  Methodist 
“Anglophiles”  and  others  of  having  an 
“historical  myopia”  concerning  worship. 
While  Mr.  Jacobson  shows  that  he  has 
diligently  researched  the  history  of 
American  Methodist  worship,  he  in¬ 
dicates  a  decided  lack  of  knowledge  or 
understanding  of  liturgical  history  or 
development  in  the  broader  Christian 
community. 

Historic  Christian  worship  in  the 
church  universal  contains  some  aspects  of 
worship  which  “Anglophiles”  and  free 
churchmen  alike  have  recognized  as  nor¬ 
mative,  dating  from  the  time  the  church 
emerged  from  the  synagogue.  They  in¬ 
clude  scripture  readings  from  the  Old 
Testament,  Epistles  and  Holy  Gospels, 
proclamation  of  the  Word  (i.e.  a  ser¬ 
mon),  prayer,  and  praise,  all  followed  by 
the  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
Within  that  pattern,  worship  can  be  at 
once  free  and  liturgically  responsible, 
dignified  and  yet  joyful.  I  recommend 
the  book  “Word  and  Table;  A  Basic  Pat- 
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By  TED  LEACH 

The  scene  was  a  workshop  on  “Em¬ 
powering  Women  in  the  Church”  at 
Emory  University’s  1978  Ministers’ 
Week.  Topics  included  sexist  language, 
the  increasing  number  of  women  seeking 
pastorates  and  the  issue  of  clergy 
couples. 

One  participant  was  a  district  superin¬ 
tendent  whose  bishop  assigned  him  to 
help  women  pastors  into  their  con¬ 
ference.  The  D.S.  described  the 
“covenant"  which  has  undergirded  the 
itinerant  system.  A  pastor  covenants  to 
go  wherever  sent  A  local  church 
covenants  to  receive  whomever  sent. 

The  D.S.  said  too  many  pastors  today 
hedge  on  the  covenant.  Requests  to  stay 
near  good  schools  or  near  aged  parents 
are  common.  Congregations  hedge  on  the 
covenant,  too.  They  can  be  selective 
about  a  potential  pastor  by  specifying 
color,  sex,  age,  family  size  or 
educational  background  desired. 

The  D.S.  came  to  the  workshop  for  help 
in  rethinking  the  covenant.  Rethinking 
covenant  is  an  essential,  yet  threatening, 
task  of  biblical  people.  The  Holy  Spirit 
empowers  our  imaginations  to  find  new 
life  and  new  relationships  within 
religious  structures.  Nothing  is  more 
crucial  for  United  Methodists  today  than 
accepting  the  Spirit’s  challenge  to 
prayerfully  rethink  our  covenantal  rela¬ 
tionships. 

To  do  this,  we  must  consider  all  four 
dimensions  of  the  covenant  which  un¬ 
dergirds  the  itineracy.  Congregations 
and  pastors  form  two  dimensions.  A  third 
dimension  of  the  covenant  is  the  con- 
nectional  hierarchy:  the  superintendents 
and/or  the  bishop.  A  fourth  dimension  is 
our  transcendent  God.  God’s  love  epi- 
braces  the  covenanters  with  trust  and 
judgment.  How  can  we  more  fully 
celebrate  the  mutuality  of  this  earthly 
three-dimensional  covenant?  How  do  we 
hold  one  another  accountable  to  the 
F'ourth? 

Two  central  issues  of  our  covenantal 
relationships  are  control  and  economics. 


Ted  Leach 
The  itinerant  system  places  ultimate 
control  of  appointments  in  the  hands  of  a 
bishop.  The  bishop  may  or  may  not  share 
significant  power  with  his  superin¬ 
tendents.  Congregations  vary  in  the 
amount  of  control  they  seek  over  the 
process.  Pastors  vary  in  their  inclination 
to  jockey  for  control  within  the  system. 
The  Fourth  dimension  of  the  covenant 
grieves  over  the  alienation  which 
sometimes  results  from  the  desire  of  our 
three  groups  of  human  covenanters  for 
control. 

If  we  take  the  Bible  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
as  serious  representatives  of  the  Fourth 
dimension,  we  must  repent  over  the  cen¬ 
trality  of  economics  in  our  system.  We 
have  failed  to  challenge  our  culture’s 
assumption  that  to  make  more  money  is 
good  in  itself.  Our  minds  have  been 
transformed  by  our  culture’s  values 
rather  than  our  values  transforming 
the  culture.  Pastors  too  often  equate 
faithfulness  with  success,  and  success 
is  measured  by  one’s  salary. 
Congregations  are  tempted  to  un¬ 
derstand  connectionalism  as  purchasing 
a  service.  Pastors  and  congregations  are 
tempted  to  think  and  act  in  their 
economic  best  interests.  This  makes  the 
hierarchy  a  system  of  managers  whose 
dual  tasks  are  to  juggle  pastors  up  the 
ladder  fairly  while  steadying  the  ladder 
itself.  The  ladder,  or  “line"  of  ap¬ 
pointments,  is  the  system.  And  the  soul  of 
the  system  is  economics. 

Some  of  us  shudder  to  think  of 
changing  the  system.  Some  of  us  are 
ready  to  scrap  the  system.  The  question 
we  must  ask  ourselves  is:  What  is  the 
Fourth  dimension  of  the  covenant  calling 
us  to  be  and  do?  Those  of  us  who  love  the 
church  must  help  the  D.S.  rethink  the 
covenant. 

“ Here  I  Stand "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
concerns  and  opinions  about  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Ted 
Leach,  is  associate  pastor  of  Huffman 
UMC  in  Birmingham,  Alabama.  (North 
Alabama  Annual  Conference). 


tern  of  Sunday  Worship  for  United 
Methodists,”  Abingdon,  1976,  which 
outlines,  describes,  and  provides  the 
rationale  for  that  pattern. 

Casting  aside  clerical  robes,  as  did 
Bishop  Asbury  when  preaching  in  the 
South,  has  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  how 
joyful  or  spiritual  our  worship  is.  Neither 
would  the  casting  out  of  staid  or  stately 
hymns  make  worship  any  more 
meaningful  or  joyful.  There  is  nothing 
tedious  about  the  singing  of  S.  S. 
Wesley’s  “Te  Deum"  or  a  joyous 
congregation’s  voicing  of  the  “Venite”  if 
they  appreciate  the  message  they  put 
across  and  recognize  what  they  are  doing 
as  a  heartfelt  offering  to  God. 

There  is,  however,  in  my  opinion, 
something  extremely  tedious  in  singing 
meaningless  words  over  and  over  again 
as  in  the  choruses  of  the  “gospel”  songs 
Mr.  Jacobson  urges  us  to  sing  more 
frequently  and  lustily.  What  is  edifying 
about  singing  the  chorus  “Bringing  in  the 
Sheaves”  (one  member  of  my  church 
thought  it  was  “Bringing  in  the  Sheep") 
or  “Standing  on  the  Promises” 
repeatedly?  These  have  about  as  much 
musical  value  as  a  commercial  jingle  for 
TM  and  convey  a  Christian  message 
aimed  only  at  a  second  grade  mentality 
at  best.  As  a  person  of  some  intellectual 
capacity  beyond  the  second  grade,  I 
resent  being  forced  to  worship  at  the 
level  of  the  lowest  common  denominator. 

There  is,  indeed,  as  Mr.  Jacobson 
suggests,  a  spiritual  desert  crawling 
across  our  services.  But  it  is  not  the 
result  of  chains  of  bondage  to  existing 
liturgical  forms.  Rather  it  is  the  result  of 
pap  and  cheap  commercial  junk  being  of¬ 
fered  to  the  church  in  the  form  of  hym¬ 
nals  from  Hope  and  Lorenz  and  anthems 
by  John  W.  Peterson  and  his  ilk. 

Contrary  to  Mr.  Jacobson,  we  do  not 
need  other  hymnals  or  songbooks  to  sup¬ 
plement  our  United  Methodist  Hymnal, 
at  least  until  some  of  our  congregations 
discover  that  there  are  singable  hymns 
outside  of  No.  17  and  assorted  “gospel” 
favorites. 

Some  of  Mr.  Jacobson’s  suggestions 
have  merit.  I,  too,  favor  more  kneeling  in 
worship  and  a  time  of  informal  greeting 
within  the  service  (which  is  what 
“Passing  the  Peace0  is  all  about).  But  it 
appears  to  me  he  is  essentially  making  a 
call  for  a  return  to  the  “good  old  days”  of 
nineteenth  century  revivalism. 

If  we  really  are  to  have  services  ex¬ 
pressive  of  Christian  joy,  it  is  not  by 
returning  to  a  period  of  ignominy  in 
Methodist  Church  history.  Rather  it  will 
be  by  raising  the  collective  con¬ 
sciousness  of  our  membership  to  un¬ 
derstanding  just  what  it  is  we  are  about 
when  we  encounter  God  in  public  wor¬ 
ship.  To  do  that,  we  shall  have  to  over¬ 
come  a  great  deal  of  Anglophobia  and 
Romanophobia  and  Xenophobia  and  get 
back  to  John  Wesley’s  high  church  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  primacy  of  the  sacraments 
and  the  efficacy  of  God’s  grace  mediated 
through  them.  When  and  if  that  is  ac¬ 
complished,  our  worship  will  express  a 
true  Christian  character  permeated  with 
joy,  hope,  and  love. 

LeeB.  Ma  dinger 

Vail’s  Gate,  New  York 

W orship  article  right 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  so  pleased  to  read  in  the  May  19 
issue  Larry  Jacobson’s  article  headlined 
“Worship  doesn’t  have  to  be  dull.”  Amen 
and  amen.  It  doesn’t  and  it  shouldn’t.  It 
should  be  a  glorious  experience,  but  it 
looks  like  we  have  really  tried  to  take  all 
the  joy  out  of  worship. 

Mr.  Jacobson  expressed  it  better  than  I 
ever  could,  but  he  certainly  was  echoing 
my  sentiments.  I  agree  with  what  he  said 
about  the  music  and  prayer.  Some  of 
those  hymns  when  you  reach  the  end  all 
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you  can  say  is  thank  God  it’s  over.  There 
are  very  few  good  hymns  in  our 
Methodist  Hymnal.  Also,  why  read  a 
prayer?  Is  it  that  one  can’t  know  how  to 
pray?  If  we  keep  reading  our  prayers, 
the  pastor  himself  will  forget  how  to  pray 
and  no  one  will  ever  learn. 

Let’s  praise  God  more.  Can’t  we  spend 
time  testifying  and  really  praising  God  — 
and  I  don’t  mean  silently? 

Mrs.  Octavia  Thompson 
Metairie,  Louisiana 

Chapel  help  needed 

To  the  Editor : 

I  want  to  second  the  letter  from  Dr.  Joe 
Hale  of  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 
(TM/UMR,  May  26).  Our  Methodist 
heritage  is  very  precious  and  many  of  us 
have  worked  hard  to  support  the 
restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  Lon¬ 
don.  It  is  scheduled  to  reopen  Nov.  1, 
1978,  exactly  200  years  to  the  day  that  it 
was  originally  opened  by  John  Wesley. 

We  are  still  short  of  our  goal  for  fund¬ 
ing  the  chapel’s  restoration.  I  have  a 
large  supply  of  “save  the  chapel"  en¬ 
velopes  which  many  congregations  have 
distributed  in  the  pews  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing.  I  will  be  pleased  to  provide  quan¬ 
tities  of  the  envelopes  for  this  purpose  if 
you  will  write  me  c/o  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1320  Main,  Houston, 
Texas  77002. 1  urge  all  United  Methodists 
to  contribute  to  this  great  undertaking. 

Sara  Owen-Gemoets 
Houston,  Texas 
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Hotline  reply  disputed 

To  the  Editor  : 

I’m  a  United  Methodist,  but  when  I 
read  what  some  Methodists  believe  and 
presume  to  say  I  believe  the  same  thing 
—  I’m  sorry  to  say,  I  don’t. 

Mr.  Dale  Dunlop’s  answer  via  the 
“Hotline”  feature  as  quoted  by  Clyde 
Chesnutt  in  the  May  19  issue  in  regard  to 
“once  saved  always  saved”  is  not  what  I 
believe.  I  believe  as  Paul  said  in  Timothy 
2:1-12:  “For  I  know  whom  I  have 
believed  and  am  persuaded  that  He  is 
able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed 
unto  Him  against  that  day .  ” 

I  believe  if  you  are  truly  saved  (born 
again) ,  that  you  are  kept  by  God’s  power. 
Think  about  this  —  if  you  have  to  work  all 
the  rest  of  your  life  after  you  say  you  are 
saved,  and  think  you  are  growing  and 
being  faithful  and  your  salvation  depends 
on  this,  then  you  are  not  being  saved  by 
Jesus'  death,  His  finished  work  at 
Calvary  or  His  grace,  but  by  your  ability 
to  stay  faithful.  This  makes  salvation 
dependent  on  you  instead  of  on  Christ  and 
His  supreme  sacrifice. 

We  should  study  and  grow  and  aim  for 
faithfulness,  but  the  Bible  says  in  Jonah 
2:9  that  “salvation  is  of  the  Lord.” 
Human  beings  are  not  capable  of  being 
totally  faithful,  but  the  Lord  is  capable. 
He  will  draw  you  back  if  you  fall  into  sin, 
if  you  are  truly  His. 

Kathleen  Sandbothe 
_  Vienna,  Missouri 
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VANGELISM  IS  AGAIN  IN  THE  NEWS.  SOME 
ARE  DELIGHTED;  SOME  ARE  DISGUSTED; 
SOME  ARE  FRANKLY  PUZZLED." 


Go  .  .  .  And  Make  Disciples 
The  Why  and  How  of  Evangelism 

by  Dauid  H.  C.  Read 

What  is  evangelism?  Who  needs  it?  Why  and  how  is  it  necessary?  This 
book  frankly  and  honestly  answers  these  and  many  other  questions 
about  evangelism  in  today’s  world.  It 
addresses  persons  who  are  slightly 
uncertain  what  evangelism  is;  church 
members  who  feel  they  ought  to 
believe  in  it  but  are  not  quite  sure 
that  they  do;  and  nonmembers  who 
resent  what  looks  like  Christian 
aggression  in  an  age  of  religious 
pluralism.  For  those  persons,  Dr. 

David  Read  distinguishes  between 
evangelizing  and  proselytizing; 
answers  queries  and  objections;  and 
provides  guidelines  for  today's 
spreading  of  the  Good  News  and  the 
making  of  disciples.  $3.50,  paper 
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DAVID  H.  C.  READ  has  a  large  national 
following  through  regular  appearances  on 
NBC's  National  Radio  Pulpit 
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Church 
still  works 
in  Zaire 

NEW  YORK  ( UMC)  -  ‘The  only  thing 
working  in  Kolwezi  (Zaire)  today  is  the 
Methodist  Church,'’  according  to  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  D.  Enright,  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  pilot  who  flew  out 
of  the  copper-mining  center  May  24. 

When  the  Katanga  rebels  from  Angola 
arrived  on  May  13,  Mr.  Enright  was  in 
Lubumbashi,  the  capital  of  Shaba 
Province,  on  business.  As  he  was  about  to 
return  home  he  flipped  on  the  missionary 
radio  band  and  his  son  John  said: 
“They’ve  bombed  our  house.  The  war 
has  broken  out.  Mortars  have  hit  the  roof 
.  .  .  The  windows  are  all  shot  out.  What 
do  we  do?” 

“If  you  want  to  know  what  is  misery 
for  an  old  man  it  is  to  know  your  family  is 
in  danger  and  you  can’t  do  a  thing,”  the 
senior  Enright  told  a  de-briefing  session 
at  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  here. 

Only  after  the  Zaire  army  had  cleared 
the  rebels  out  of  Kolwezi  with  the  help  of 
French  and  Belgian  paratroopers  was 
Mr.  Enright  able  to  fly  in  on  May  20  and 
rescue  his  wife,  Lorraine;  their 
daughter,  Elinda,  13;  the  son,  John,  28, 
and  John’s  wife,  Kendra. 

Africans  are  supportive 

Before  he  left  Zaire,  Mr.  Enright  went 
to  the  head  of  government  and  got  papers 
for  African  church  members  to  continue 
the  work  of  the  Methodist  Church.  They 
are  already  repairing  the  Enright  house 
and  brought  their  truck  and  car  back,  he 
said.  The  dispensary  is  being  run  by  a 
nurse  and  an  African  doctor,  Dr.  Mboya, 
who  hid  in  the  grass  eight  days  to  escape 
the  invaders. 

The  missionary  was  especially 
appreciative  of  the  way  African 
Methodists  protected  his  family. 

Thinking  the  Enright  family  was 
sheltering  Moroccans,  the  rebels  opened 
fire  on  their  home.  John  Enright  shouted 
to  them  to  stop  but  bullets  kept  coming. 

"My  chauffeur  charged  at  the  rebels 
screaming  for  them  not  to  kill  the 
family,”  he  reported.  The  rebels  said 
they  would  kill  the  chauffeur  because  he 
had  defended  the  white  man. 

“Only  when  they  were  convinced  the 
house  contained  only  unarmed  civilians 
did  they  stop  shooting.  The  family 
offered  them  the  radio,  the  car,  and 
some  money.  But  they  still  took  Johnnie 
to  a  makeshift  jail  in  the  post  office,”  he 
said. 

En  route  the  party  encountered  Pastor 
Mpoyo,  a  Methodist  district  super¬ 
intendent  and  friend  of  the  family.  He 
intervened  on  John’s  behalf  and  after 
several  hours  of  questioning  John  was 
released. 

‘^The  Afrifcan  Christians  stood  like  the 
church  at  Pentecost,”  said  Kenneth 
Enright.  “They  are  blood-and-guts 
Christians  who  did  not  run  from  death.” 
The  bishop  in  Lubumbashi  (Ngoy  K. 
Wakadilo)  was  so  concerned  about  every 
missionary  he  came  and  sat  with  Mr. 
Enright  by  the  radio,  he  reported. 

One  young  African  who  stayed  in  the 
Enright  house  to  protect  them  offered  to 
kill  two  rebel  guards  left  to  prevent 
looting,  but  John  said:  “God  doesn’t 
want  us  to  do  that,”  the  father  related. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Zaire  has 
about  150,000  full  members  and  a  total 
constituency  of  some  250,000  in  three 
annual  conferences.  All  but  a  few  are 
blacks. 

At  Mr.  Enright’s  request,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  announced  it  has  sent  $15,000 
to  Shaba  to  buy  fuel  for  mission  planes  to 
distribute  food  and  medical  supplies 
already  on  hand. 

UMCOR  also  negotiated  a  $25,000 
contribution  from  Danish  Inter-Church 
Aid.  The  Danish  Methodist  Church  is 
contributing  another  $6,000  to  buy  a  plane 
for  Mette  Rasmussen,  a  Danish  nurse 
working  at  Kolwezi. 

“A  truck  is  coming  from  South 
Africa,”  Mr.  Enright  reported,  “and  I 
will  be  buying  two  new  airplanes  while 
I’m  here.”  Of  the  three  United  Methodist 
planes  at  Kolwezi,  only  one  remains,  he 
said. 

They’re  going  back 

After  a  year’s  furlough  the  senior 
Enrights  hope  to  go  back  to  Shaba 
Province.  “It’s  our  home,”  he  said.  (The 
family  went  to  Zaire  in  1950.)  “I’m 
training  an  airplane  mechanic  and  a  pilot 
who  will  be  brought  to  the  U.S.  for 
further  training.” 

Noting  the  rebels  were  out  to  get  him 
because  he  had  relayed  news  of  their 
movements  during  the  80-day  war  in 
early  1977,  Kenneth  Enright  said:  "I’ve 
been  on  their  list,  but  I  don’t  worry  about 
that  because  I  am  on  another  list  — 
God’s.  I  say  to  God:  ‘You  lead;  you  take 
over;  I’m  yours.’  That  is  the  kind  of  God  I 
walk  with  and  fly  with.  ” 


Candler  School  of  Theology 

Third  Annual 
Study /Travel  Seminar 
Of 

The  Bible  Lands 
August  3  — 19,  1978 

Seminar  Leader:  l)r.  (leorge  Con Is, 
Renowned  Hiblicnl  Scholar 
Seminar  designed  by: 
l)r.  J.  Max  Miller 
l)r.  Kennon  I..  C.iilbilinn 

Cost  $1,535 

Send  leller  of  application  and  IZOO  deposit  to: 
The  Center  for  Continuing  Education.  Candler 
School  of  Theology.  Emory  University.  Atlanta, 
Georgia  30322  or  phone  (404)  329-6347. 
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Disarmament  supported 

Religious  community  joins  efforts  at  U.N. 


‘Stop  war  -  heal  the  earth,’  girl'.*  message 

NEW  YORK  -  A  little  girl  with  a  message  was  among  thousands  who  met  in  New 
York  to  urge  the  United  Nations  to  work  for  disarmament.  A  delegation  later  met 
with  Lazar  Mojsov,  of  Yugoslavia,  special  session  president,  and  presented  him 
with  thousands  of  petitions  for  disarmament,  including  a  scroll  with  an  affirmation 
of  life  inscribed. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

At  seven  community  colleges 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

NEW  YORK  —  Leaders  from  a  wide 
spectrum  of  religious  traditions  continue 
to  work  behind  the  scenes  in  support  of 
nuclear  disarmament  and  arms  control 
as  a  special  six-week  United  Nations 
disarmament  conference  moves  toward 
its  final  session  here  June  28. 

While  representatives  of  the  world's 
major  nuclear  powers  presented  position 
statements  and  verbally  sparred  for 
political  advantage,  disarmament 
advocates  from  Protestant,  Catholic. 
Jewish,  Buddhist  and  native  American 
Indian  faiths  worked  together  and 
individually  to  urge  an  end  to  the 
“nuclear  threat  against  humanity." 
Although  not  highly  visible,  United 
Methodist  staff  persons  from  the  United 
Nations  offices  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  supported  the  efforts  and 
supplied  office  space  for  the 
international  Mobilization  for  Survival, 
one  of  the  groups  pressing  for 
disarmament. 

Religious  efforts  to  influence  the 
conference  were  reported  to  be  “in  rich 
variety  yet  in  unprecedented  harmony.” 

Called  through  efforts  of  the  U.N.’s 
“non-aligned  states”  ( countries  which  do 
not  claim  support  for  either  the  Eastern 
or  Western  powers),  the  purpose  of  the 
conference  is  to  air  debate  over 
disarmament  issues  with  the  hope  of 
prompting  an  end  to  the  international 
arms  race. 

Among  the  activities  of  the  religious 
community  was  a  worship  service  at  St. 
Paul  the  Apostle  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  a  procession  to  the  U.N.  building. 
Prayers  were  offered  in  Arabic,  Hebrew, 
Aramaic,  Spanish,  Japanese,  Sanskrit, 
English  and  American  Indian  languages. 

A  wide  spectrum  of  more  than  100 
prominent  Christians  —  including 
members  of  the  Protestant  Evangelical 
and  Roman  Catholic  charismatic 
movements  who,  for  the  first  time,  have 


taken  a  public  position  on  disarmament 
—  called  for  total-abolition  of  nuclear 
weapons. 

"Our  primary  allegiance  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  kingdom  commits  us  to 
total  abolition  of  nuclear  weapons,”  the 
interreligious  group  said  in  a  statement 
entitled  “A  Call  to  Faithfulness.” 

The  statement  said.  "The  time  has 
come  for  Christians  in  the  United  States 
to  stand  upon  our  biblical  convictions  and 
act  together  in  a  clear  and  visible  witness 
against  the  nuclear  arms  race.  " 

"The  spiralling  momentum  of  nuclear 
weapons  production  has  possessed  our 
nation  and  placed  the  entire  world  in 
unprecedented  danger,”  the  statement 
warned. 

Meanwhile  on  the  U.N.  floor,  U.S.  Vice 
President  Walter  Mondale,  representing 
President  J immy  Carter,  who  declined  to 
address  the  Assembly,  launched  a  series 
of  attacks  on  Soviet  foreign  and  military 


policy  and  justifications  of  NATO's 
increased  defense  budgets. 

Soviet  Foreign  Minister  Andrei 
Gromyko  called  unfavorable  attention  to 
the  simultaneous  NATO  summit  in 
Washington,  chided  Mr.  Mondale  for  his 
"difficulty”  in  pronouncing  the  word 
"disarmament”  (Mr.  Mondale  had 
repeatedly  spoken  of  "arms  control”), 
and  blamed  the  United  States  for  the 
"dragging  on”  of  the  SALT  talks  But  the 
veteran  Soviet  diplomat's  address 
consisted  largely  of  a  lengthy  summary 
of  previous  disarmament  proposals  and 
negotiations  in  progress. 

Hailing  ’the  largest,  most 
representative  meeting  ever  convened  to 
consider  the  problem  of  disarmament,” 
UN  Secretary-General  Kurt  Waldheim 
addressed  the  opening  plenary  noting 
that  "the  distinctive  mark  of  this 
generation”  is  that  "we  are  aware  of  our 
capacity  for  self-destruction. 


the  church  today 


Campus  minister  maps  new  course 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  A  ministry  with  potentially 
some  35,000  persons  —  without  even  an 
office,  much  less  a  church  building  —  is 
the  challenge  facing  a  United  Methodist 
minister  here  who  is  venturing  into 
campus  ministry  with  a  new  thrust: 
community  colleges. 

The  Rev.  Betsy 
Turecky  was  ap¬ 
pointed  fulltime 
last  week  to  a 
ministry  she  has 
helped  pioneer: 
assuring  "the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  church” 
on  the  seven  cam¬ 
puses  of  Dallas 
County’s  bur¬ 
geoning  com-  Betsy  Turecky 
munity  college  network. 

As  campus  minister  for  the  ecumenical 
Dallas  Community  College  Ministry,  Ms. 
Turecky  puts  the  goal  of  her  ministry 
simply:  "to  be  an  ambassador  for  Christ 
in  meeting  human  needs”  in  this  highly 
mobile  community. 

But  she  admits  this  ground  is  largely 
uncharted.  To  minister  to  students  who 
do  not  live  on  campus  —  and  who  for  the 
most  part  are  older  men  and  women  with 
families  and  fulltime  jobs  —  calls  for  new 
forms  of  ministry.  It  also  calls  for  help 
from  area  churchpersons  who  share  a 
concern  for  the  campuses  in  their  midst, 
she  believes. 

Already  well  into  a  ministry  begun  on  a 
part-time  basis  last  year  with  seed 
money  from  the  Texas  United  Campus 
Christian  Life  Committee  (made  up  of 
Presbyterians  and  the  Disciples  of  Christ) 


told  TM/UMR,  Ms.  Turecky  moved  into 
fulltime  service  last  week  by  action  of 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

She  is  optimistic  about  the  inroads  she 
believes  the  college  ministry  has  already 
made  on  the  two  campuses  where  she  has 
served.  Principally,  her  best  access  to 
faculty  and  students  thus  far  has  been  in 
the  classroom,  where  she  has  been 
invited  to  participate  in  classes  in 
sociology,  history,  psychology, 
literature,  human  development  and 
religion. 

Raising  "faith  issues”  in  the 
classroom,  she  finds,  leads  frequently  to 
informal  conversation  and  coffee  outside 
the  classroom  —  and,  increasingly,  to 
requests  for  counseling.  Faculty 
members,  too,  she  has  discovered,  are 
beginning  to  seek  out  dialogue  on  the 
Christian  perspective,  after  classroom 
sessions. 

Admitting  that  she  has  to  create 
opportunities,  Ms.  Turecky  notes  that 
community  college  students  —  who  are 
so  over-extended  —  are  "less  prone  to 
raise  the  faith  issues.  My  hope  is  to  help 
bring  some  integrating  force  to  their 
lives,-  help  them  with  their  human 
problems  and  also  help  them  see  the 
spiritual  dimension  of  life.” 

Of  great  concern  to  her  —  "because  I 
can  identify  so  strongly  with  them” 
are  women  who  are  re-entering  the  work 
and  college  world  later  in  their  lives.  A 
wife,  mother  of  three  and  "late-entry” 
professional  herself,  (see  related  story), 
Ms.  Turecky  is  especially  anxious,  she 
says  -to  form  support  groups  for  these 
women. 

Fortunately,  she  says,  local  churches 
from  several  denominations  will  be 


sharing  the  ministry  as  it  grows. 
Drawing  on  the  skills  and  interests 
available  in  area  churches,  she  is 
establishing  a  cadre  of  persons  available 
to  counsel  and  support  the  community 
college  students. 

As  Betsy  Turecky  sees  it,  there  is  a 
mutual  ministry  to  be  served  between 
church  and  college  campus.  And  if  she’s 
more  "itinerant”  than  most  ministers  — 
as  she  moves  around  the  campuses  with 
only  a  small  badge  to  identify  her  to 
those  she  serves  —  that’s  as  it  should  be. 
Being  the  church ‘in  the  world,  to  her,  is 
going  to  persons  and  saying,  “How  can  I 
help  you?” 


At  92,  she 
sings  solos 

LEAVENWORTH,  Kan.  (RNS)  — 
"Could  everyone  hear  me?”  was 
Pearl  Oswalt’s  question’  following  the 
church  service  at  Leavenworth 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 

At  92  she  still  sings  solo  parts  in  the 
anthems  and  although  her  voice  is  not 
as  strong  as  it  once  was,  her  musical 
talent  is  very  much  appreciated  by 
the  congregation. 

Mrs.  Oswalt,  a  member  of  Trinity 
for  63  years,  has  always  been  involved 
in  its  music  program.  She  played  the 
church’s  first  reed  organ  and  later 
shared  in  playing  the  pipe  organ  until 
1971  when  “some"  felt  she  was  a  bit 
too  old. 

She  continues  to  play  the  piano  for 
Sunday  school  and  every  Tuesday 
plays  for  a  special  service  at  the 
Leavenworth  hospital. 


Retirement  law  may  affect 
bishops,  lay  employees 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  A  new 
federal  law  raising  the  mandatory 
retirement  age  for  most  Americans  from 
65  to  70  is  being  reviewed  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  here  for  its  possible 
effects  on  bishops  and  lay  employees  of 
the  church. 

Under  present  legislation  bishops  must 
retire  between  66  and  70  years  of  age.  At 
present,  16  bishops  would  have  to  retire 
in  1980. 

If  the  new  federal  legislation  finally  is 
ruled  applicable  to  bishops,  eight  of  these 
could  continue  at  least  another 
quadrennium. 

According  to  preliminary  opinions 
from  government  officials,  churches  and 
related  groups  are  not  exempt  from  the 
provisions  of  the  law.  However, 
organizations  employing  fewer  than  20 
persons  are  not  covered. 

Presumably  the  1980  General 
Conference  will  have  to  raise  the 
mandatory  level  for  general  agency  staff 
to  70,  although  the  Judicial  Council  is 
expected  to  be  asked  for  a  declaratory 
decision  on  this  point  and  on  retirement 
ages  for  bishops,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Ewing  T.  Wayland,  general  secretary  of 
GCFA. 

North  Indiana  votes 
to  rescue  retirement  home 

WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.  (UMC)  - 
The  North  Indiana  Annual  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  voted  May 
27  to  come  to  the  financial  rescue  of  a 
church-related  retirement  home  by 
assuring  repayment  of  the  home’s  $9 
million  bonded  indebtedness. 

The  aid  to  Wesley  Manor  in  Frankfort, 
Ind.,  is  conditional  upon  forgiveness  of 
more  than  $1  million  in  defaulted  interest 
and  penalties  by  bondholders,  and 
recasting  the  bond  issue  at  an  interest 
rate  not  to  exceed  seven  percent  per  year 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  25  years. 

Major  concern  was  expressed  during 
debate  on  the  proposal  about  the  ultimate 
financial  cost  to  churches,  and  possible 
legal  liability  of  the  conference  which  is 
comprised  of  nearly  600  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  the  .orthern 
third  of  Indiana. 

Meeting  improves  board’s 
relationship  with  musicians 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  Staff 
executives  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship  affirmed  here  that  there 
is  no  intention  to  diminish  the 
importance  of  music  and  the  other  arts 
within  the  board’s  program. 

Melvin  G.  Talbert  and  Roberto 
Escamilla  made  this  point  during  a 
meeting  with  officials  of  the  Fellowship 
of  United  Methodist  Musicians  here. 


Here’s  why  people  are  still  entering  the  ministry? 


Editor's  Note:  On  behalf  of  readers 
who  may  wonder,  but  never  have  a 
chance  to  ask,  why  people  are  entering 
the  Christian  ministry  these  days, 
TM/UMR  senior  staff  writer  Sharon 
Mielke  interviewed  a  group  of  recent 
seminary  graduates,  asking  about  their 
“call.”  This  is  not  a  definitive  survey  of 
all  freshly  graduated  seminarians 
beginning  their  ministerial  careers,  but 
we  believe  it  offers  some  representative 
insights. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  No  bolts  of  lightning, 
flashing  neon  lights  or  zaps  from  a 
heavenly  voice  marked  their  “call”  to 
the  ordained  ministry,  said  a  group  of 
seminary  graduates  here  about  to  begin 
their  first  full  time  appointments  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

And,  frankly,  they  believe  their  “call” 
may  be  somewhat  different  from  that  of 
earlier  generations  of  ministers  who 
testify  to  a  mystical  touch  on  the 
shoulder.  However,  they  are  quite  willing 
to  allow  that  today’s  calls  to  ministry  can 
come  to  individuals  in  a  wide  variety  of 
ways. 

While  their  “calls”  have  gradually 
evolved  through  a  process  of  matching 
up  their  individual  “gifts  and  graces” 
with  a  ministerial  vocation,  they  also 
believe  that  ministry  is  a  broader  and 
more  flexible  concept  than  it  used  to  be. 
No  longer  does  ordination  mean  only 
filling  a  pulpit  in  a  local  church. 

The  question  that  started  the 
discussion  with  a  group  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  graduates  was,  ‘Why  do 
people  enter  the  ministry  today?”  in 
light  of  rumorea  oversupplies  of 


preachers  and  hardly  the  highest  in 
salary  expectations. 

Their  responses  suggest  several 
tentative  conclusions : 

•  Many  of  today’s  seminarians  do  not 
enter  seminaries  with  a  definite  commit¬ 
ment  to  be  ordained; 

•  Seminary  and  its  intern/training 
experiences  help  focus  admittedly  vague 
notions  regarding  what  kind  of  ministry 
a  person  should  pursue; 

•  In  spite  of  widespread  cynicism 
about  the  church  as  an  institution, 
today’s  seminary  graduates  believe  it 
cares  for  individuals,  for  justice,  and  for 

.  society  as  a  whole  in  ways  no  other 
institution  begins  to  match; 

•  New  pastors  want  to  avoid  being  put 
on  a  pedestal;  they  believe  in  “the 
ministry  of  all  Christians.” 

“For  most  of  today's  seminarians,  I 
believe  the  ‘call’  has  moved  away  from 
the  mystical  and  supernatural  to  a  real 
concern  for  the  here  and  now,  and  how 
the  church  can  be  an  agent  for  justice 
and  hope  in  a  disillusioned  world,"  said 
the  Rev.  Betsy  Turecky,  a  graduate  in 
her  mid-thirties  embarking  on  a  second 
career  as  a  minister  to  Dallas’  seven 
community  college  campuses. 

She  taught  literature  at  a  Dallas 
college  until  a  couple  of  years  ago,  and 
even  while  attending  seminary.  She  said 
she  enrolled  in  seminary  on  the 
suggestion  of  a  friend  that  it  might  better 
prepare  her  to  help  students  struggle 
with  profound  life  questions  raised  in 
literature. 

Ms.  Turecky,  who  graduated  at  the  top 
of  her  class,  said  that  ordination  never 
entered  her  mind  until  she  was  well  into 
her  seminary  training.  She  said  one  of 


the  reasons  was  that,  up  until  four  years 
ago,  she  had  never  known  an  ordained 
woman.  But,  also,  because  she  believed 
she  already  was  “in  ministry”  since 
every  Christian  is  an  “ambassador  of 
Christ.” 

She  believes  the  Christian  church  is 
different  from  many  institutions  because 
"it  goes  to  the  people  ,  it  sends  ministers 
out  to  be  available  to  people  —  unlike 
psychologists  and  counsellors,  for 
example,  who  expect  people  to  come  to 
them." 

Even  more  important  in  her  campus 
assignment,  she  says,  is  the  church’s 
effective  word  of  forgiveness  and  grace 
—  an  understanding  badly  needed  among 
today’s  students. 

Like  Betsy,  others  TM/UMR  talked  to 
here  gave  careful  consideration  to  other 
professional  alternatives.  Some  even 
completed  training  for  a  different 
vocation. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Gandin  of  Beaumont, 
Tex.,  holds  a  master’s  degree  in 
electrical  engineering  along  with  his 
recently  earned  Master's  degree  in 
theology. 

Mr.  Gandin  said  he  identifies  with  the 
Old  Testament  idea  of  vocation  —  that  all 
life  is  sacred  —  and  so  are  all  calls  to 
vocation.  He  believes  all  Christians 
should  seriously  examine  their  God- 
given  gifts,  skills,  taints  and  abilities. 
And,  in  his  case,  he  believes  God  was 
pointing  him  in  the  direction  of  the 
ordained  ministry  by  giving  him  certain 
gifts. 

The  church  itself  plays  an  important 
role,  he  continued,  in  the  decision 
through  its  boards  of  the  ministry  which 
examine  and  test  individuals  for  the 
necessary  qualities.  Approval  by  a  board 


Philip  E.  Baker  of  Dallas,  president  of 
the  1,900  -  member  Fellowship,  has 
recently  been  critical  of  what  he  called  a 
“de-emphasis"  on  music  and  the  other 
arts  within  the  board’s  Section  on 
Worship. 

Mr.  Baker's  criticism  had  been 
prompted  by  the  release  of  Thom  Jones, 
who  had  served  as  staff  liaison  and 
executive  secretary  for  the  fellowship, 
from  the  board's  music  staff.  Following 
the  meeting  here,  Mr.  Baker  said,  "We 
put  our  cards  on  the  table  and  had  a  very 
productive  meeting." 

Board  of  Discipleship  executives  and 
officers  of  the  Fellowship  announced  that 
they  had  worked  out  a  set  of  guidelines 
for  closer  working  relationships  in  the 
future. 

Albert  C.  Outler  chair 
voted  by  Texas  conference 

HOUSTON  -  The  ^ 

Texas  Annual  Con-  f  *** 

ference  voted  to 
raise  a  $1  million  to 
endow  a  chair  of  - 
(John)  Wesleyl 
Studies  at  Perkins  m  y  . 

School  of  Theology, 

Southern  Methodist 
University,  in  the 
name  of  Dr.  Albert  | 

Cook  Outler  during  Albert  Outler 
its  sessions  here  last  week. 

Dr.  Outler,  a  world  renowned  theolo¬ 
gian,  has  been  a  professor  at  Perkins 
since  1951. 

The  conference  committed  itself  to 
raising  the  money  over  a  six  year  period 
beginning  Jan.  1,  1979.  A  special  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  be  appointed  by  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  to  oversee  the  project. 

Peninsula  conference  learns 
retirement  homes  thriving 

DOVER,  Del.  (RNS)  -  Not  all  United 
Methodist-related  retirement  homes  are 
having  financial  problems.  Members  of 
the  church’s  Peninsula  Annual 
Conference,  which  covers  Delaware  and 
northern  Maryland,  heard  a  report  here 
of  the  “success  story”  of  their  two 
retirement  homes. 

In  contrast  to  the  financially  troubled 
Pacific  Homes  facilities  in  the  West,  Mr. 
Wallace  Watson,  executive  director  of 
Peninsula  United  Methodist  Homes  and 
Hospitals  said,  the  Peninsula  Homes  are 
in  good  financial  shape.  “All  contracts 
being  negotiated  for  the  past  several 
years  are  escalated  to  the  annual  cost  of 
care,”  he  reported.  "Persons  still  living 
who  have  fixed  contracts,  by  and  large, 
have  consistently  paid  over  and  above 
what  they  are  obligated  to  do  through 
contributions.  Our  residents  in  the  homes 
are  our  best  contributors.” 


is,  to  him,  a  further  confirmation  of  his 
call. 

The  Rev.  Marvin  Guier  began  college 
as  a  pre-medical  student  and  has  taken 
10  years  to  arrive  at  his  first 
appointment,  having  worked  through  a 
number  of  tests  of  his  call  to  the 
ministry.  He  finds  it  “unrealistic  ”, 
however,  to  expect  to  be  in  the  same  kind 
of  ministry  for  his  entire  career. 

Just  as  forms  of  ministry  continue  to 
emerge  and  change,  Mr.  Guier  said,  he 
believes  the  "call”  itself  also  continues 
to  change.  Therefore,  a  person 
committed  to  the  ordained  ministry 
today  should  expect  that  it  might  evolve 
into  differing  patterns  later  on. 

Coming  into  the  ordained  ministry 
“sort  of  backwards,"  he  says,  is  the  Rev. 
Stephen  Bryant.  He  began  at  the  point  of 
wondering  where  one  could  do  some  of 
the  things  that  so  obviously  need  to  be 
done  in  the  world.  He  has  concluded  his 
life  is  a  call  and  the  church  is  the 
institution  in  which  to  work  —  one  reason 
being  that  it  is  the  only  institution  to  deal 
with  death  in  a  meaningful  way. 

"Basically,  I  started  with  a  call  to 
training,  and  I  thought  it  was  to  be  a  high 
school  science  teacher,"  said  the  Rev.  E. 
B.  Beasley,  now  of  Murchison,  Tex.  As  a 
university  student  in  Houston  he  felt  a 
call  to  change  his  direction  toward  youth 
ministry. 

But  it  was  a  student  pastorate  that 
crystallized  his  decision  to  become 
ordained  and  serve  a  local  church. 

Mr.  Beasley  sees  the  ordained  ministry 
as  a  way  to  share  a  message  which  offers 
real  answers  for  a  lot  of  people  hurting 
and  struggling,  as  well  as  for  many  “who 
just  don’t  seem  to  know  what’s  going 
on.”  The  Christian  Gospel  has  real 
answers,  he  believes. 


RATE.  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance 
Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 


DIACONAL  MINISTER  iDCE>  Expanding 

downtown  church.  Responsibilities  in  program, 
education,  youth  and  evangelism.  Team  ministry 
Housing  furnished  Supply  resume,  picture, 
statement  of  belief,  salary  expectations  Rev  Robert 
Dickersort,  First  UMC.  6  E  Wright,  Pensacola.  Fla 
32501. 


Classified 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  -  Christian 
leadership^  through  music  Full-time  position. 
Responsible  for  complete  music  program  including 
choirs,  handbells,  service  music  Experienced 
Contact  Mustc  Task  Force  c/o  Sally  Ahner,  West  End 
United  Methodist  Church,  2130  West  End  Ave., 
Nashville,  Term.  37203.  Home  phone:  (615  )  292-0863 
Deadline:  June  15,  1978 


VISIT  REOPENED  WESLEY'S  CHAPEL,  Ep worth, 
Oxford,  Bristol,  other  Methodist  shrines.  Texas 
Conference  Wesley  Heritage  Tour.  Nov  2-9.  $889 
from  Houston.  Contact  Rev  Leonard  Negrin,  Box 
333,  Baytown,  Tex  77520. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  wanted 
for  exciting,  pluralistic  3,000  member  downtown 
church  Fulltime  position  Salary  open  Contact:  The 
Rev  Robert  D  Bledsoe,  First  United  Methodist,  100 
S.E.  2nd  Ave.,  Ft.  Lauderdale.  Fla.  33301  (305  )  463- 
3758 


RACIAL  OR  ETHNIC  MINORITY  PERSONS:  Want 
a  career  in  religious  journalism'1  Apply  now  for  a 
one-year  internship  with  The  Texas  Method- 
ist/L  nited  Methodist  Reporter  Applicants  must  be 
Christian  and  have  a  college  degree  with  training  or 
experience  in  journalism  Salary  $200  per  week 
Begin  Jan  1.  1979  For  application  and  more 
information  write.  Internship,  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
1076,  Dallas.  Tex  75221  Application  deadline: 
August  15. 1978 


PRE-SCHOOL  AND  KINDERGARTEN  DIRECTOR 
WANTED:  Prefer  Methodist  with  early  childhood 
certification  for  established  local  church  program 
Others  considered.  Experience  required.  Salary 
negotiable  Please  contact  Ridgewood  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  6445  E  Lovers  Lane,  Dallas,  Tex 
Phone  (214) 


LOOKING  for  young,  dedicated  Christian  couple  to 
work  in  various  areas  of  an  active,  growing,  church 
Please  call  (618)  397-5994 


SEVEN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions, 
January  13-20.  1979.  Write  WOMITO.  P.O.  Box 
660515,  Miami  Springs.  Fla.  33166. 


GOOD  USED  SCHULMER1CH  CH1MATRON.  For 
church  tower  system  and/or  organ.  Call  (612)  245- 
2006 
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Presidenl  Carter  tells  the  country  goodnight  from  the  front  porch  of  the 
Elmhurst,  III.  home  of  the  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  right,  and  Mary  Eleanor  Wall, 
left,  before  spending  the  night  with  the  United  Methodist  minister  and  his  wife. 

CHICAGO Sl'N-TIMES  PHOTO  BY  CHUCK  KIRMAN 

Minister’s  houseguest 
draws  quite  a  crowd 


ELMHURST,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  A 
United  Methodist  minister  and  his 
family  were  hosts  to  an  American 
"institution”  here  May  25. 

President  Jimmy  Carter,  in 
Chicago  on  a  political  fence-mending 
and  speaking  trip,  passed  up  the 
opportunity  to  stay  in  a  posh  hotel 
presidential  suite  and  spent  the  night 
with  fellow  Georgians,  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  James  M.  Wall. 

“It’s  all  very  exciting,”  said  Dr. 
Wall,  now  editor  of  the  Christian 
Century,  the  ecumenical  weekly 
magazine  published  in  Chicago.  Prior 
to  going  to  the  Century,  he  was  editor 
of  Methodism's  Christian  Advocate 
and  was  a  pastor  in  Georgia  and 
Chicago. 

Referring  to  the  security  measures 
and  logistics  involved  in  a  visit  from 
the  President,  Dr.  Wall  said  he 
quickly  learned  you  are  host  to  the 
entire  "institution  of  the  Presidential 
office,”  not  just  the  man  who  holds  the 
office. 

Both  the  minister/editor  and  his 


wife,  Mary  Eleanor,  are  active  in 
Democratic  politics.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Carter  campaign  in 
Illinois  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  National  Committee,  and 
she  is  one  of  four  Democrats  on  the  Du 
Page  County  board. 

Dr.  Wall  told  reporters  before  the 
visit  that  Mr.  Carter  would  be  treated 
"as  any  other  guest”  in  the  couple’s 
modest  two-story  home  in  an  older 
part  of  Elmhurst.  The  Walls  have 
three  sons,  one  of  whom,  Richard,  is 
still  at  home  completing  high  school. 

Mr.  Carter  had  been  scheduled  to 
arrive  in  Elmhurst  about  9  p.m.  but 
did  not  get  there  until  after  10  p.m.  By 
that  time  a  crowd  estimated  at  4,500 
chanting  "We  want  Jimmy!”  had 
gathered  on  usually-quiet  South 
Kenilwoi  th  Ave. 

The  President  shook  hands  with  the 
crowd  for  about  ten  minutes,  then 
paused  on  the  front  porch  of  the  Wall 
home  to  throw  a  kiss  to  the  onlookers 
before  disappearing  inside. 

He  left  early  the  next  morning. 


Appeals  for  handicapped  heard 

Church  called  to  change  both  attitudes ,  architecture 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Personal 
experiences  and  suggestions  flowed  out 
at  an  open  hearing  here  on  how  United 
Methodist  churches  might  be  more 
helpful  to  handicapped  persons. 

The  hearing  here  last  month  was 
arranged  by  the  new  Task  Force  on  the 
Church  and  Handicapped  Persons 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries'  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division. 

"Our  business  as  lay  people  is  to  make 
it  as  easy  as  possible  for  those  with 
disabilities  to  hear,  see  and  attend 
church  with  others,”  said  Max  Cleland, 
head  of  the  Veterans  Administration  and 
a  United  Methodist.  "There  is  a  desire  to 
be  part  of  the  mainstream  of  society  and 
going  to  church  is  part  of  that  life. 

First  barrier  architecture 

"The  problem  barrier  to  eliminate 
first,”  he  continued,  "is  architectural. 
Other  basic  barriers  are  attitudinal.”  He 
said  he  felt  the  task  force  was  moving  in 


Church  rapped  for  lack 
of  outreach  to  newcomers 


JARRETSVILLE,  Md.  -  The  church 
has  missed  some  of  its  best  opportunities 
for  evangelism  by  not  being  aware  of  the 
special  needs  of  the  millions  of  people 
every  year  who  move  in  our  country. 

This  is  one  of  several  conclusions 
drawn  by  the  Rev.  R.  Olin  Herndon  of  the 
Forest  Hill  United  Methodist  Parish  as 
the  result  of  a  two-year  study  done  in  a 
doctoral  program  at  Lancaster 
Theological  Seminary. 

Noting  that  each  year  sees  moves  by 
about  20  percent  of  Americans,  Mr. 
Herndon  said  that  churches  have  done 
"miserably”  at  addressing  the  needs  of 
these  persons.  In  fact,  he  added,  most 
church  people  aren't  even  aware  of  the 
issues  involved. 

Since  it  is  often  connected  with  a  better 
job  or  other  improvement,  "there  has 
been  a  general  attitude  that  moving  is 
good,”  Mr.  Herndon  said.  The  fact  is,  he 
added,  moving  has  negative  as  well  as 
positive  aspects. 

Moving  brings  grief 
As  part  of  his  study,  Mr.  Herndon  did 
extensive  interviews  with  26  married 
women  who  had  all  recently  experienced 
moves  across  state  lines.  He  said  he 
found  that  the  trauma  of  moving  can  best 
be  seen  as  a  form  of  grief.  Moving  is  like 
the  death  of  a  loved  one,  he  explained, 
since  it  too  involves  the  loss  of 
attachments  and  relationships  that  have 
given  past  meaning  to  life. 

Mr.  Herndon  said  he  found  the  basic 
issue  to  be  "a  feeling  of  permanence  that 
was  lost  in  the  move.”  He  noted  that  in  a 
move  this  typically  involves  feelings  of 
having  lost  "a  place  of  belonging”  and 
having  lost  important  relationships  with 
friends  and  relatives. 

As  a  result,  Mr.  Herndon  stated,  people 
who  have  moved  seek  to  rebuild  their 
feelings  of  belonging.  They  are  looking 
for  a  place  where  "they  will  be  accepted 
and  needed,”  Mr.  Herndon  said,  adding 
that  at  this  stage  newcomers  can  be 
especially  responsive  to  the  outreach  of 
the  church. 

Unfortunately,  said  Mr.  Herndon,  the 
opportunity  for  evangelism  that 
newcomers  present  is  almost  never  fully 
taken  advantage  of.  One  reason  for  this, 
he  said,  is  that  wholeheartedly 
welcoming  people  who  move  into  a 
community  means  being  open  to  the  new 
ideas  and  contributions  of  service  they 
bring  with  them.  And  this,  added  Mr. 
Herndon,  is  all  too  often  seen  as 
threatening. 

At  its  simplest,  he  explained,  it’s  a  case 
of  offense  “because  somebody’s  sitting  in 
my  pew.”  At  a  deeper  level,  he  said,  it 
can  involve  the  loss  of  status  in  giving  up 
a  church  office  to  someone  new,  or  real 
pain  at  changes  in  the  old  ways  of  doing 
things. 

‘Symbol  of  security’  rapped 

When  Christians  resist  newcomers, 
Mr.  Herndon  said,  it  is  often  because 
they  see  their  church  and  its  old  ways  as 
a  comfortable  source  of  security  for 
themselves.  But  he  added  that  to  do  this 
is  to  make  the  mistake  of  substituting 
"the  symbol  of  security  for  the  source  of 
security,”  which  can  only  be  God. 

In  fact,  he  said,  "People  in  the  church 
cannot  be  true  to  the  gospel  unless  they 
welcome  the  stranger.  Anytime  the 
church  becomes  exclusive  it  has  got  to  be 
at  cross  purposes  with  the  gospel 
message."  He  stressed  the  Christian 
belief  that  our  true  security  "is  not  found 
in  this  age,  but  in  the  new  age  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God."  Mr.  Herndon  added 
that  the  congregation  that  does  not 


Betty  Knapp  of  New  York  City  urged 
the  churches  to  work  ecumenically.  "The 
church  is  a  world-wide  organization  that 
has  a  responsibility  to  speak  for  those 
who  cannot  speak  for  themselves 
because  they  don’t  have  the  resources. 
She  noted  people  in  rural  America  have 
not  received  the  attention  given  those  in 
urban  centers. 

"Deaf.children  have  a  poor  knowledge 
about  God  and  Jesus  Christ  because  their 
parents  don't  take  them  to  church  and 
Sunday  school,”  said  Francine  Kenyon  of 
Riverdale,  Md.,  a  director  of  Christian 
education  working  with  deaf  children. 
Lutheran,  Methodist,  Baptist  and  Roman 
Catholic  educators  are  working  together 
to  find  materials  that  address  the  world 
of  the  deaf.  "United  Methodist  materials 
are  hard  to  understand  so  I  translate 
them,"  she  said.  Another  need  is  "more 
Christian  films  captioned  for  the  deaf.” 

Asked  how  a  local  church  could  include 
one  deaf  person  in  Sunday  school,  the 
Rev.  Leroy  Schauer  of  Hyattsville,  Md., 


realize  this,  and  successfully  deal  with 
its  urge  to  preserve  the  status  quo,  can 
expect  its  church  "to  shrivel  up.” 

Thus,  Mr.  Herndon  said,  a  key  to  the 
ministry  toward  newcomers  is  to  realize 
that  it  also  has  to  involve  a  ministry  “to 
those  who  are  already  there."  It  is  a 
ministry,  he  said,  that  must  recognize 
the  loss  of  security  that  results  from 
changes  "both  in  the  lives  of  people  who 
move,  and  those  who  are  moved  upon.” 

Mr.  Herndon  said  he  hopes  to  develop  a 
workbook  to  help  leaders  and  groups  in 
local  churches  understand  the  needs  of 
new  residents.  Part  of  the  local  church 
program  he  visualizes  includes  the 
training  of  selected  persons  to  serve  as 
"supportive  listeners  to  assist  new 
residents  in  resolving  their  feelings  of 
loss  from  moving  and  making 
adjustments  to  a  new  situation.” 

As  for  a  starting  point,  Mr.  Herndon 
suggested  that  United  Methodism  —  with 
its  itinerant  ministry  -  do  more  to  deal 
with  the  needs  and  feelings  involved  in 
the  move  of  a  pastor.  Only  by  squarely 
confronting  the  needs  of  all  those  who 
move,  he  said,  can  there  be  "faithfulness 
to  the  mission  of  the  church.  ” 

This  article  first  appeared  in  the 
Baltimore  East  district  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 

Investment  in 
church  building 
encouraged 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Christians 
looking  for  a  "clean”  investment  are 
being  asked  to  consider  church 
construction.  Not  on  an  individual, 
church-by-church  basis  but  through  the 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
(UMDF). 

"Intentionally  investing  in  the  UMDF 
—  rather  than  in  an  institution  which 
supports  some  action,  cause  or  issue  to 
which  you  are  opposed  —  is  good 
stewardship,"  says  the  Rev.  Ralph  E. 
Spoor  Jr.,  executive  secretary  of  the 
fund.  He  made  the  point  in  a  letter  to  all 
United  Methodists  employed  at  the 
Interchurch  Center,  popularly  known  as 
“475”  or  simply  “Riverside  Drive.” 

His  letter  is  part  of  a  new  campaign  to 
increase  UMDF’s  invested  funds  by  $32 
million  by  1980. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  UMDF  board 
of  directors,  the  executive  secretary  will 
work  with  one-third  of  the  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  each  year, 
making  sure  the  churches  know  about 
this  intentional  investment  opportunity. 

The  UMDF  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Committee  has  asked  staff  to 
prepare  a  study  on  how  UMDF  can 
participate  in  the  church’s  EMLC 
missional  priority. 

UMDF  is  a  corporation  which  makes 
first-mortgage  loans  to  United  Methodist 
Churches  unable  to  get  a  loan  from  a 
local  source  or  unwilling  to  pay  high 
interest  rates. 

As  of  Feb.  1  it  has  a  record  $36,370,932 
on  loan  to  477  churches. 

The  current  rate  of  return  to  investors 
is  6.5  percent  annually,  according  to  Mr. 
Spoor,  with  a  guarantee  that  the  rate  will 
never  be  less  than  five  percent.  As 
security  for  investors,  the  fund 
maintains  $1  in  capital  funds  for  each  $9 
invested. 

More  than  1,500  churches  have 
received  loans  from  UMDF,  which  is 
affiliated  with  the  National  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


the  right  direction.  ^ 

John  Jordan,  National  Division  staff  For  Salt  Lake  City  emigrants 

member  for  university  and  young  adult  - - 1 - — - 

ministries  including  Vietnam  veterans, 
quoted  U.S.  Dept,  of  Labor  statistics 
showing  disabled  veterans  had  an 
unemployment  rate  twice  that  of  non¬ 
disabled  in  1975.  Sixty  percent  of  disabled 
blacks  were  unemployed  and  41.2 
percent  of  disabled  whites. 

"The  Vietnam  War  is  still  an 
unresolved  trauma  that  is  having  an 
effect  on  people,"  he  said.  "President 
Carter  offered  a  program  to  make  it 
easier  to  upgrade  the  less  than  honorably 
discharged,  but  Congress  took  a  ‘punitive 
and  bitter’  attitude  by  denying  benefits  to 
those  who  were  upgraded.  That  is  why 
we  need  advocacy  by  the  church,"  he 
concluded. 

Planning  ahead  urged 

Several  speakers  said  thtj  anted 
seminaries  to  be  more  accessible  to  those 
with  disabilities  and  to  prepare  pastors 
to  welcome  them.  For  one  thing,  pastors 
should  be  informed  that  in  planning  new 
church  construction,  a  barrier-free 
design  is  less  than  one  percent  of  the  total 
cost,  they  noted.  But  if  congregations  do 
not  plan,  it  is  much  more  expensive  to 
make  alterations  after  a  church  is  built. 

Said  Robert  T.  Standhardt  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship: 

"I’d  like  church  institutions  to  be  given  a 
time  limit  for  making  themselves 
accessible  to  the  handicapped.  Federally 
funded  buildings  must  be  accessible  by 
1980.”  Another  participant  wanted 
annual  conferences  to  make  a  rule  any 
new  building  must  be  barrier  free. 

An  estimated  26.5  million  people  are 
disabled  in  the  U.S.,  it  was  stated,  and 
450  million  throughout  the  world  with  the 
latter  figure  expected  to  double  in  20 
years. 


said:  "If  a  ministry  for  the  deaf  is 
established  in  a  hearing  cnurcn,  you  will 
find  thousands  of  deaf  in  any  given  urban 
area.  Don’t  forget  the  many  elderly 
people  who  don't  hear  well  but  may  not 
admit  it.”  He  said  every  United 
Methodist  conference  should  have  a  deaf 
ministry  and  seminaries  should  produce 
people  to  serve  in  them. 

Kay  Gould  of  Ridgewood,  N.  J.. 
reported  her  son  holds  two  jobs  washing 
dishes  in  restaurants  although  he  is  a 
mongoloid  child  as  a  result  of  Downs 
Syndrome.  She  told  how  12  families 
wanting  education  for  their  children 
started  the  Village  School  in  two  rooms  of 
a  downtown  church,  which  "paved  the 
way  for  mandatory  education  in  New 
Jersey  for  children  with  disabilities.  ’’ 

She  said  she  wants  clergy  and  laity  to 
inform  themselves  of  existing  programs 
so  they  can  pass  on  the  information  to 
parents  of  children  with  disabilities,  to 
make  church  activities  more  inclusive, 
to  hold  ecumenical  church  school 


classes,  give  financial  assistance  to 
camps  accepting  handicapped,  and  serve 
as  volunteer  babysitters  so  parents  can 
go  out  together. 

The  Rev  John  Carr,  chaplain  at  the 
Yale  Medical  Center  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  told  of  being  born  with  no  hands 
and  only  one  foot.  Although  told  by  a 
district  superintendent  he  would  not  be 
acceptable  for  the  parish  ministry  and 
should  train  for  a  special  ministry,  he 
was  accepted  by  another  DS  as  camp 
manager,  later  served  two  churches  as 
pastor  and  has  been  a  hospital  chaplain 
13  years. 

He  advocated  dialogue  between 
handicapped  and  non-handicapped, 
stating,  "All  people  are  handicapped 
although  it  may  not  be  obvious  what  the 
handicap  is." 

The  Rev.  David  Severe,  pastor  of 
Mayfair  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City,  and  the 
chairperson  of  the  task  force,  presided  at 
the  hearing. 


UMC  gains  first  Tongan  church 

r  * 


UM  members 
supported 
after  split 

BELR,  Del.  (UMC)  —  An  estimated 
225  United  Methodists  from  across 
Delaware  and  Maryland’s  eastern  shore 
attended  worship  services  at  the  Red 
Lion  United  Methodist  Church  near  here 
May  28  to  show  support  for  those 
members  remaining  following  a  split  in 
the  congregation. 

About  75  members  of  the  congregation 
were  among  the  worshippers  who  came 
to  hear  the  newly-appointed  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Gerald  Foster. 

Red  Lion’s  former  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Irwin  Pusey,  has  withdrawn  from  the 
denomination  and  formed  a  "Red  Lion 
Evangelistic  Association.”  Fifty -six 
members  have  committed  themselves  to 
remain  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
according  to  Richard  Bailey,  associate 
council  director  for  the  Peninsula 
Conference.  Another  300  members  are 
uncommitted,  and  the  balance  of  the  884- 
member  congregation  are  expected  to 
follow  their  former  pastor. 

Mr.  Pusey  withdrew  from  the 
denomination,  according  to  Mr.  Bailey, 
because  of  his  opposition  with  mainline 
Methodist  theology  and  stands  of  the 
church  on  such  issues  as  abortion  and 
homosexuality.  He  also  said  Mr.  Pusey 
opposed  support  of  the  National  and 
World  councils  of  churches. 

In  an  earlier  interview,  Mr.  Pusey 
said,  "We  have  had  our  theological 
differences  for  years,  and  we’ve  lived 
with  them  but  when  we  realized  we  had 
to  expand,  it  was  the  crunch  of  ownership 
of  this  property  that  made  us  face  up  to 
the  fact  our  theological  differences  were 
going  to  catch  up  with  us  and  we  would  be 
left  without  a  church.”  In  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  deeds  to  local 
property  are  held  by  the  annual 
conference. 

Earlier,  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
area,  cited  the  Red  Lion  Church  situation 
and  a  similar  case  at  Gethsemene 
Church  in  Reliance,  Del.,  during  his 
"State  of  the  Church”  address  May  23  at 
the  opening  of  the  Peninsula  Annual 
Conference  session. 

In  a  reference  to  the  ministers' 
withdrawing,  the  bishop  said,  “They 
have  not  been  driven  out  from  our  midst 
Every  Christian  consideration  and 
restraint  has  been  exercised  toward 
them  and  they  have  been  urged  ‘by 
repeated  godly  admonitions’  not  to  go 
forward  with  their  intentions  (but)  since 
they  have  determined  no  longer  to  walk 
with  us,  we  release  them  without 
rancor.” 

The  pastor  of  Gethsemene  Church  was 
the  Rev.  Charles  Walz. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  -  The  first 
formally  organized  Tongan  church  in 
United  Methodism  was  constituted  here 
Pentecost  Sunday,  May  14,  with  151 
members. 

Following  an  afternoon  service  spoken 
and  sung  in  Tongan,  the  new 
congregation  enrolled  its  charter 
members.  The  majority  of  the  members, 
126,  were  transferred  from  the  rolls  of 
First  UMC  with  the  balance  uniting  on 
profession  of  faith  following  an  invitation 
given  by  the  Rev.  William  Obaugh,  First 
UMC  pastor. 

Grand  Junction  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  Walter  G.  Boigegrain  has  ap¬ 
pointed  Mr.  Obaugh  as  the  temporary 
pastor.  An  active  search  is  under  way  to 
find  a  Tongan  Methodist  pastor  to  serve 
the  new  church  which  plans  to  move  into 
its  own  building  Sept.  17,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Bennanzar,  Utah  mission 
coordinator,  who  has  been  active  in  the 
organizing  of  the  church. 

The  Tongan  congregation  has  already 
made  a  $4,500  down  payment  on  a  60-year 
old  church  building,  the  former  Grace 
UMC,  which  was  abandoned  by  the  1975 
session  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference. 

The  Polynesian  island  of  Tonga  was 
"Christianized”  in  the  last  century  by 
British  missionaries,  mostly  Methodist. 
A  higher  percentage  of  Tonga’s 
population  is  said  to  be  Methodist  than 
that  of  any  nation  in  the  world. 

The  Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints 
(Mormon)  has  done  considerable 
proselytizing  on  Tonga.  Mormon  leaders 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  —  Parishioners  of  what  is  believed  to  be  the  first  organized 
Tongan  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  U.S.  are  greeted  by  First  UMC  pastor  the 
Rev.  William  Obaugh.  right,  as  they  leave  the  service  and  organizing  session  held  in 
the  sanctuary. 


also  encouraged  Tongans  to  emigrate  to 
Salt  Lake  City  —  a  movement  which 
began  about  1970.  Mr.  Bennanzar  reports 
there  are  an  estimated  1500  persons  in 
the  Salt  Lake  Tongan  community. 

He  said  many  of  the  Tongans  became 
disillusioned  at  their  apparent  second 
class  citizenship  after  settling  there; 
most  are  employed  in  service  jobs 
around  the  city. 

Mr.  Obaugh  admits  to  mixed  feelings 
about  a  very  loyal  and  talented  portion  of 
his  congregation  moving  out  of  First 
Church,  although  he  has  been  a  key 
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figure  in  the  organizing  of  the  new 
church. 

The  church  will  especially  miss  the 
award  winning  Tongan  adult  choir  which 
has  participated  in  the  life  of  First 
Church  for  several  years.  The  choir' 
participates  in  the  annual  Tongan  Choir 
Competition  held  every  Easter;  it  won 
first  in  San  Francisco  in  1977  and  this 
year  shared  first  place  in  the  Honolulu 
competition. 

This  article  written  by  Clarence  W. 
Smith,  editor,  first  appeared  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  United  Methodist,  an 
edition  of  TM/UMR. 


For  the 
working 


Jackson  W.  Carroll,  Editor 
SMALL  CHURCHES 
ARE  BEAUTIFUL 

Nuts-and-bolts  advice  that  "helps 
the  small  church  analyze  the  con¬ 
text  in  which  it  serves,  recognize  its 
assets  and  liabilities,  and  find  its 
distinctive  task  of  ministry."— Ezra 
Earl  Jones.  Paper,  RD  218  $4.95 

C.W.  Brister 
THE  PROMISE 
OF  COUNSELING 

To  provide  ministers  with  a  deeper 
understanding  of  their  own  role  in 
the  care  of  souls,  Dr.  Brister  pre¬ 
sents  his  own  solidly  evangelical 
view  of  counseling  and  the  inevita¬ 
ble  personal  dilemmas,  discourage¬ 
ments  and  temptations  that  are 
involved.  $8.95 

George  E.  Sweazey 
THE CHURCH 
AS  EVANGELIST 

Making  Evangelism  a  Priority 
in  Local  Congregations 

A  complete  and  challenging  guide 
to  evangelism:  what  it  is,  the  differ¬ 
ence  it  makes,  and  how  every  con¬ 
gregation  can  have  a  vital,  effective 
evangelistic  program.  $9.95 


John  W.  Drakeford 
PEOPLE  TO  PEOPLE 
THERAPY 

Self  Help  Groups:  Roots, 
Principles,  and  Processes 

What  makes  self-help  groups  work, 
with  practical  advice  on  forming 
and  maintaining  them.  By  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  highly  respected 
Integrity  Therapy.  $7.95 

Frederick  Buechner 
TELLING  THE  TRUTH 

The  Gospel  as  Tragedy, 
Comedy  &  Fairy  Tale 

An  acclaimed  man  of  letters  and 
occasional  preacher  introduces  a 
vision  of  the  gospel  which  delights 
in  the  ongoing  miracle  of  a  God 
who  does  impossible  things  with 
impossible  people.  “Extraordinary 
—Melvin  Maddocks  $5.95 

Donald  A.  McGavran 
and  Winfield  C.  Arn 
TEN  STEPS  FOR 
CHURCH  GROWTH 

Two  dynamic  leaders  of  the  church 
growth  movement  offer  a  cornuco¬ 
pia  of  methods  to  help  each  con¬ 
gregation  develop  a  unique,  effec¬ 
tive  style  of  outreach.  "Excellent 
and  usable"— George  Hunter. 
Executive  tor  Evangelism,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
Paper.  RD  215  $3.95 


Nicholas  B.  Christoff 
SATURDAY  NIGHT, 
SUNDAY  MORNING 

Singles  and  the  Church 

A  key  book  on  a  critical  pastoral 
issue:  what  should  the  church  be 
doing  for  single  people.  $7.95 

James  D.  Anderson  and 
Ezra  Earl  Jones 
THE  MANAGEMENT 
OF  MINISTRY 

Leadership,  Purpose 
Structure,  Community 

Two  highly  successful  church 
consultants  provide  clear,  compre¬ 
hensive.  usable  directives  on  the 
business  of  being  a  pastor:  working 
with  boards  of  trustees  and  dea¬ 
cons.  motivating  volunteers,  manag¬ 
ing  time  invested  in  church 
programs,  and  more.  $8.95 

At  bookstores 
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HARPER  &  ROW 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

1700  Morttomery  St.,  CA  94111 
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o  |  rence  adopts  $2.5  million 
campaign  for  ministers  pensions 

Typical  Pension  Now  $300  per  month  for  ministers,  $200  per  month 
for  Widows 


A  four  year  $2.5  million  campaign  to 
add  to  the  endowment  of  the  pension  fund 
for  Louisiana  Conference  ministers, 
widows  and  their  dependents  was 
approved  at  the  recently  concluded 
regular  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  Pledges  will  be  sought 
outside  the  budgets  of  the  churches, 
through  a  pledge  drive  in  each  church. 
The  campaign  will  be  directed  by  Rev. 
Alton  Miller,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff,  who  works  full  time  as  a 
director  of  fund  raising  enterprises.  The 
intensive  phase  of  the  campaign  will  be 
February  1  -  May  18, 1979. 

Each  minister  will  contribute  3%  of  his 
base  salary  to  the  pension  endowment  in 
each  of  the  four  years  of  the  campaign. 
By  the  end  of  the  campaign,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  additions  to  the  endowment  for 


Youth  /Educatioh  person  to  be  added 
to  Council  on  Ministries  staff 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
will  add  a  staff  person  in  youth  ministry 
and  educational  leadership  development 
as  a  result  of  action  at  the  recent 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  session 
increasing  the  CCOM  budget  for  that 
purpose. 

Duties  of  the  new  staff  worker  will  be  to 
work  with  the  conference  youth  team  and 
with  district  youth  leadership  to  plan  and 
implement  the  conference  youth 
program.  This  person  will  hold  training 
sessions  in  youth  ministry  in  at  least 


1  Conf 


Con  ference  ends  relationship  with 
Methodist  Retirement  Services 


pensions  will  bring  the  total  amount  of 
endowment  up  to  $10,000,000. 

The  Conference  voted  to  raise  the 
current  pension  to  retirees.  The  typical 
minister  has  been  receiving 
approximately  $300.00  per  month  and  the 
widow  about  $200  a  month.  They  will  now 
receive  about  $35.00  per  month  more 
under  this  legislation,  though  the  exact 
amount  of  the  increase  depends  upon  the 
years  of  active  service  rendered.  The 
regular  pensions  asking  was  raised 
$149,000,  or  18%  to  pay  for  this  increase. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Pensions 
proposed,  and  the  Conference  approved, 
a  long  range  study  and  evaluation  of  the 
entire  Conference  pension  plan.  The 
pensions  proposal  was  formulated  by  a 
Pension  Task  Force  chaired  by  the  Hon. 
Robert  Jones  of  Lake  Charles. 


A  resolution  to  terminate  the  relationship  between  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  Methodist 
Retirement  Services,  Inc.  was  first  rejected,  then  later  approved  by  the  Conference.  Methodist 
Retirement  Services  is  a  group  which  proposes  to  build  a  multi-purpose  retirement  facility  on  the 
southern  edge  of  Shreveport. 

The  Conference  had  entered  into  a  supporting  relationship  with  Methodist  Retirement  Services  in 
1976.  Principal  change  since  that  date  had  been  adverse  court  action  in  which  an  annual  conference 
and  its  bishop  have  been  held  liable  for  the  obligations  of  financially  troubled  retirement  homes 
sponsored  by  that  conference.  Mr.  W.  D.  Cotton,  Chancellor  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  said.  T 
reported  to  the  Conference  in  1976  that  I  did  not  believe  we  would  be  liable  for  the  financial 
obligations  of  Methodist  Retirement  Services.  Now  two  years  later,  I  must  report  to  you  that  I  believe 
there  is  a  substantial  possibility  we  could  be  held  liable.” 

A  second  change  since  1976  has  been  the  growing  financial  needs  of  the  nearly  forty  Louisiana 
institutions  to  which  the  conference  is  already  related.  The  conference,  in  the  last  five  months,  had 
raised  $450,000  to  meet  emergency  needs  at  Centenary  College,  and  has  committed  itself  to  raise  $2.5 
million  for  pensions  over  the  next  four  years,  in  addition  to  increasing  conference  askings  nearly  13% 
for  1979. 

The  Global  Ministries  resolution  expressed  appreciation  for  Methodist  Retirement  Services,  and 
expressed  its  best  wishes  that  the  group’s  objectives  could  be  achieved,  Mrs.  Winona  Ward, 
Chairman,  indicated  that  whatever  action  the  conference  took,  the  group  would  pursue  its  objective 
to  fulfillment,  now  as  an  Inter-Faith  Center. 


forty  local  churches  each  year.  The  new 
staff  person  will  also  be  assigned  to 
develop  a  group  of  leaders  certified  to 
hold  training  sessions  for  church  school 
workers.  This  latter  responsibility 
involves  reviving  the  system  of 
educational  leadership  schools  our 
conference  employed  some  years  ago  to 
train  teachers  and  other  church  school 
leaders. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  new  staff 
person  will  begin  work  on  January  1, 
1979. 


Rev.  James  B.  Grambling  wishes  to 
express  his  thanks  and  appreciation  for 
the  resolution  and  plaque  presented  to 
him  by  Rev.  James  Adams  at  conference 
for  his  25  years  of  service  with  the 
Retired  Minister's  Home  Board.  He  was 
also  named  Chairman  Emeritus  of  the 
Board. 


Announcements 

Superintendent  needed  at 
Sager-Brown  School 

Announcement  has  been  received  that  a 
Superintendent  for  the  Sager-Brown  School,  Baldwin, 
La.,  is  needed.  Sager  Brown  is  a  Methodist  School. 

Qualifications  to  be  considered  are  a  college  degree, 
preferably  a  Master’s  or  its  equivalent,  with  hours  in 
Christian  Education  or  Religion  and  Philosophy,  and 
hours  in  Child  Psychology,  or  a  degree  in 
administration. 

Special  consideration  will  be  given  to  missionaries, 
deaconesses,  or  ministers  providing  they  satisfactorily 
meet  the  other  requirements.  Resumes,  including 
references,  should  be  sent  Mrs.  Alva  M.  Charatain, 
P.  O.  Box  443,  Baldwin  La.  70514. 


Funds  from  the  Hunger  meal  sponsored  by  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  on  Wednesday  n.  R.  E.  Smith  bldg, 
amounted  to  $193.00. 

The  recipe  for  the  meal  will  be  given  to  LUM  for 
publication  at  another  time. 


Upper  Picture  —  Rev.  &  Mrs.  James  E.  Hodges.  Rev  &  Mrs.  B. 
Joseph  Martin 

2nd  Picture  —  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Walter  A  Barabin.  Rev  &  Mrs.  Robert 
S.  Murray.  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Carl  F.  Lueg 

3rd  Picture  —  Rev.  &  Mrs.  G.  Eldred  Blakely,  Rev.  &  Mrs  R. 
Leonard  Cooke  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Fred  S  Flurry 
4th  Picture  -  .lev.  &  Mrs.  A  D.  St.  Amant.  Jr..  Rev  &  Mrs  James 
W.  Matthews.  Rev.  &  Mrs.  O.  W.  Christopher 
Rev.  Collins  Pinkard  and  Rev.  Maurice  Fulkerson  were  not 
present. 


Around  the  Conference 


The  Membership  Class  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  was 
received  into  the  church  on  Pentecost  Sunday,  May  14,  1978.  They  are:  Front  Row: 
Brian  Boone,  Randolph  Hayes,  Lynn  Every,  Paula  Windham. 


Second  Row:  Reverend  Joe  McClain,  David  Hart,  Clay  Mayeaux,  Bruce  Bearden, 
Geoff  Hart  and  Shannon  Brown, 


The  1978  Confirmation  Class  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church.  Shreveport, 
total  of  twenty-seven  youth,  began  meeting  as  a  part  of  the  church  school  back  in 
October  of  1977  and  completed  its  work  on  March  19th.  Their  teachers  were  the  Rev. 
Edward  R.  Thomas,  Rev.  Louis  Blankenbaker,  and  Rev.  John  Braden. 

Back  row:  David  Alderson,  Donnie  Powell,  Duke  Erhardt,  Forrest  Wall.  Lew 
Cooke. 

Middle  row:  Kathy  Harrison,  Cathy  Googe.  Kim  Wilhite.  Helen  Haley.  Elizabeth 
Cloyd,  James  Keratsopoulos.  Neal  Smith,  Michael  Wheeler. 


Front  row:  Peggy  Falbaum,  Becca  Lang,  Daniel  Clarke,  Wendell  Wall,  Jon 
Payne. 


The  council  on  Ministries  at  ST.  ANDREW  UMC  in  New  Orleans  performed  a 
"Living  Dramatization  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci’s  THE  LAST  SUPPER,"  on  Maundy 
Thursday.  Mrs.  Connie  Fleury  directed  the  drama  and  Joyce  Lejeune  assisted.  Rev. 
William  I.  Eubanks  is  the  pastor. 


Arson  caused  $10,000  at  Aldersgate,  Slidell 
May  6,  at  6:00  A  M.  a  fire  burned  two  classrooms  and  damage^  the 
Sanctuary.  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  is  the  pastor. 


Mrs.  Bert  Hebert,  Fairview  UMC.  a 
church  of  76  members,  stands  with  Rev. 
E.  J.  Martin,  as  Rev.  Phil  Woodland 
presents  a  plaque  to  them  for  over  51,000 
raised  in  two  weeks  for  WORLD 
HUNGER.  Rev.  Martin  retired  at 


Monroe  District 
U.M.W.  Retreat 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Monroe  District  held  their  spring  retreat 
at  Chemin-A-Haut  State  Park,  Bastrop, 
La.  Mrs.  James  J.  Caraway,  reviewed 
the  study,  "Women  of  The  Bible,”  in  an 
inspiring  and  informative  manner. 
Seventeen  local  units  were  represented 
with  a  total  of  seventy-seven  ladies. 
Nineteen  attended  for  the  first  time.  The 
offering  will  be  sent  to  missions  honoring 
Mrs.  Caraway. 

Pictured  are:  Mrs.  Barbara  Garcia  of 
First  UMC,  West  Monroe,  who  presented 
the  devotional;  Mrs.  Caraway;  Mrs. 
Helen  Owen,  Monroe  District  U.M.W. 
President,  who  planned  the  retreat. 


An  Interdenomination,  'Ole  Time 
Camp  Meeting’  is  to  begin  at  the  Lake 
Charles  District  United  Methodist 
Campgrounds  located  6  miles  West  of 
Kinder  on  Hwy  190.  The  setting  is 
beautiful.  The  week  will  begin  Sunday 
afternoon.  June  18th  at  2:00  p.m.  with 
singing  by  the  Morales  Brothers  from 
Dallas,  Texas  and  close  June  24th  at 
noon.  Services  three  times  daily  feature 
many  speakers  from  various 
denominations  including  Baptist, 
Assembly  of  God,  Methodist  and 
Catholic. 

For  more  information  feel  free  to 
contact  Roanoke  United  Methodist 
Church— Homer  Bailes,  Pastor. 


TO  H  TASK  ALRIADY  BEGUN 


CRUSADE  pledge  goal  13YRS1.-3B.ooo 

ADULT  PLEDGES  * 

YOUTH  "  ? _ Eli 

ORGANIZATION  ’  i _ 


GRAND  TOTAL  1  4192QQ6D/ 


Front  row  Reverend  Odell  Simmons.  Reverend  Joe  Hoover.  Second  row:  Mike 
John.  Jr.,  Corbin  J.  Turbin,  Mrs.  Arthur  Woods.  A.  O  Walpole.  Dr.  J.  William  Smith. 
Haynes  L.  Harkey.  Jr..  (Building  Committee  Chairman).  Miss  Elizabeth  Langford. 
Mrs.  William  G.  Kelly.  Jr.,  Mrs.  John  Collins,  R  Ben  Harrison.  Crusade  co- 
chairman.  Not  shown  is  Herschel  Gentry.  Jr  .  Crusade  co-chairman 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe 
Overpledged  Building  Fund 

First  UMC,  Monroe  embarked  on  a  Fund-Raising  Crusade  for  $325,000  toward  a 
one-million  dollar  project  for  the  construction  of  a  new  sanctuary ;  renovation  of  the 
present  sanctuary  into  a  family  center;  expansion  of  the  church  school;  and  other 
long-range  plans  for  the  existing  structure 

The  Rev.  Elvis  L.  North,  an  ordained  minister  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
under  special  assignment  to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  the  Office  of  Finance 
and  Field  Services,  and  specially  trained  to  direct  crusades  of  this  nature,  was 
selected  to  direct  the  Crusade  and  spent  three  weeks  at  First  Church,  accompanied 
and  assisted  by  his  wife,  Betty. 

May  2,  a  Victory  Rally  was  held  in  the  sanctuary.  It  was  announced  that  the 
$325,000  goal  had  not  only  been  reached,  but  had  "gone  over  the  top.  ”  with  a  total 
received  in  cash  and  pledges  in  the  amount  of  $419,200.60  or  29  percent  over  the 
anticipated  goal. 


Susan  Von  Brock  Chuck  Horton. 

HudgeSmith  Cindy  Cary 


An  original  adaptation  of  the  musical.  Godspell  presented  by  the  90  voice  Chapel 
Choir  of  University  United  Methodist.  Baton  Rouge  under  the  direction  of  Esther 
Socolofsky,  was  based  on  the  story  of  Jesus  as  told  in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew.  An 
original  script,  created  by  Mrs.  Socolofsky  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  the 
many  talents  of  the  large  group  of  young  people,  included  pantomimes  of  the 
parables,  elaborate  choreography,  colorful  costumes  and  dramatic  lighting 
Assistant  directors  were  Beth  von  der  Lehr,  who  assisted  with  music  and 
instrumental  arrangements  and  Lynda  Jones,  who  directed  the  choreography. 

"Godspell  ’78,"  a  revival  of  one  of  the  most  popular  musicals,  will  be  the  tour 
production  for  the  choir  this  summer.  Seven  performances  will  take  the  choir  to 
Colorado  Springs.  Denver  and  Estes  Park 
Other  participants  not  pictured  are:  Paul  Guffey,  Henry  Patrick.  Bruce  Parker. 
Bobby  Soileau,  Catherine  Heck.  Leslie  Cooper,  and  Robert  Lanoux 
Staging  construction  has  been  done  by  Jonny  Vickers :  lighting  by  Doug  Braymer . 
special  costumes  by  Evalyn  Horton;  and  make-up  by  Doris  Smith 
Instrumentalists  include  Beth  von  der  Lehr.  David  Dickerson.  Scottie  Bach.  John 
Candler.  Jill  Thomas  and  Joffa  Braymer  Rev  Lamar  Smith  is  pastor 


Methodist 
Men ‘s  Corner 


Upper  Room  Prayer  .Ministry 

Available  Through  Wats  Line 

The  United  Methodist  Men's 
Organization  is  growing  across 
Methodism.  There  should  be  an  active 
chartered  United  Methodist  Men's 
Fellowship  in  every  Methodist  Church. 
In  many  local  churches  there  is  an 
active,  enthusiastic  Methodist  Men’s 
club  at  work,  but  more  groups  are 
needed. 

A  recent  venture  is  the  wats  line  from 
Methodist  people  across  the  country  to 
the  Upper  Room  Prayer  Ministry  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  challenge  to 
finance  this  venture  was  accepted  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  Conference  presidents 
in  Nashville.  At  that  time,  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Men  were  committed 
to  their  share.  Money  has  been  received 
toward  this  fund,  even  before  requests 
were  presented  -  so  keep  it  coming. 
Hopefully  all  men’s  fellowships  will  enter 
into  this  worthwhile  program.  It  could  be 
the  one  thing  that  could  bind  them  closer 
in  a  common  bond  of  fellowship, 
outreach  and  witness. 

There  are  now  more  than  150  active 
intercessory  prayer  groups  within  the 
Methodist  Church  with  a  wats  line  from 
the  Upper  Room  to  these  groups  on  a 
weekly  basis.  Soon  there  will  be  toll  free 
lines  both  ways!  At  your  very  next 
United  Methodist  Men's  meeting  decide 
on  your  contribution  to  this  project.  Let 
your  District  Director  of  Methodist  Men 
know  your  decision  -  at  least  by  Retreat 
time  June  24  -  25  in  Pineville 


Men’s  Retreat 
Registration  Underway 

Registrations  for  the  annual  Men's 
Retreat  at  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  June  24-25  have 
started  arriving  in  the  office  of  Jack 
Ewing.  Retreat  Registrar. 

Registration,  four  meals,  and  room 
totals  $15.  Retreat  begins  at  10:00  a  m. 
Saturday  morning  and  run  through  lunch 
Sunday.  Speakers  and  leaders  for  the 
retreat  include  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  Dr. 
Mark  Gibbs.  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles.  Henry 
Mayfield,  A1  Nichols,  Cecil  Ramey,  Jr.. 
Bob  Goff.  Jim  Sneed,  and  Bill  W. 

Small  group  sessions  will  discuss 
"What  a  Christian  Should  be  Reading", 
"The  Spirit  Filled  Life."  "The  Changing 
Roll  of  Man",  “Using  the  Bible," 
"Prayer  and  Action,"  "Understanding 
Alcoholics,”  and  "Methodist  Men." 

Registrations  can  be  mailed  to  Jack 
Ewing.  P  O.  Box  1161,  Alexandria, 
Louisiana  71301.  Pre-registration  is  very 
helpful  to  the  planning  committee 
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Editorials 

‘Electronic  church’  is  not  valid 
substitute  for  local  congregation 


OUR  BUS  MINISTRY 
£  PEAKS  WEiL  FOR 
OUR  CHURCH'S 
CONCERN  fOR 
(INCMURCNEP  PMP1I 


ONLY  TROUBLE  IS, 
IT  &RIN6S  IN  A  LOT 
OF  PIRTY  1ITTU 
KIPS  FROM  ACROSS 
m  TRACKS  TO 
OUR  SdRQAY  SCHOOL. 


Much  has  been  written  recently  about 
the  so-called  “electronic  church’’  —  the 
rapidly  growing  number  of  radio  and  TV 
“ministries”  which  crowd  each  week 
into  Sunday  morning  timeslots  and  even 
occasionally  show  up  in  prime  time. 

These  “electronic  churches”  have 
become  so  large  in  terms  of  their  annual 
budgets  that  even  The  Wall  Street 
Journal  has  taken  notice,  recently 
devoting  43  column  inches  of  space  to  tell 
about  the  phenomenon.  That  newspaper 
points  out  that  about  $500  million  a  year 
is  spent  on  bringing  this  “church”  into 
the  living  rooms  of  Americans. 

It  lists  the  following  “radio-TV 
preachers”  and  their  annual  budgets: 
Herbert  W.  and  Garner  Ted  Armstrong, 
$75  million;  Oral  Roberts,  $60  million; 
Pat  Robertson  ("700  Club”),  $30  million; 
Billy  Graham,  $27.8  million;  Jim  Bakker 
(PTL  Network),  $25  million,  Jerry 
Falwell  (“The  Old  Time  Gospel  Hour”), 
$22.2  million,  Rex  Humbard  (“Cathedral 
of  Tomorrow"),  $18  million;  and  Robert 
Schuller  ( “Hour  of  Power”),  $11  million. 

When  these  budgets  are  compared  to 
the  national  outreach  budgets  of  most 
major  protestant  denominations,  it  is  no 

Witch  danger 
not  high  on  list 

A  war  against  witches? 

That’s  the  latest  side-track  in  the 
seemingly  never  ending  list  of  diversions 
some  persons  offer  to  Christians. 

John  Todd,  a  self-styled  born-again 
Christian  from  California,  is  reported  by 
United  Press  International  news  service 
to  be  advising  churchpersons  to  arm 
themselves  against  the  “Illuminati”  and 
to  prepare  to  oppose  the  witches  he 
claims  are  conspiring  to  conquer  the 
world.  (The  “Illuminati”  is  a  secret 
society  founded  in  the  late  1700’s  for  the 
purpose  of  replacing  Christianity  with  a 
“religion  of  reason.”  There  is  no 
indication  that  it  has  survived  to  the 
present.) 

The  amazing  thing  about  Mr.  Todd’s 
assertions  is  not  that  he  has  made  them 
—  such  “meet  thy  doom”  claims  are 
almost  commonplace  —  but  that  some 
Christians  seem  ready  to  believe  them. 

It  is  most  amazing  that  in  a  world 
attacked  on  all  sides  by  the  evils  of 
hunger,  war  and  inhuman  oppression 
that  some  persons  feel  it  necessary  to 
turn  to  hunting  witches  in  order  to  fulfill 
Christ’s  mission  in  the  world. 

If  well-meaning  Christians  want  to 
oppose  witches,  let  them  begin  with  this 
evil  that  none  of  us  with  open  eyes  can 
possibly  miss.  Should  we  ever  be  able  to 
right  all  this  wrong,  maybe  the  time  will 
become  available  for  us  to  contemplate 
the  “threat”  of  those  old  women  in 
pointed  black  hats. 


Balm 


By  JO  HALLER 
There’s  a  healing  in  kindness  , 
There’s  a  strength  in  small  things; 
There’s  a  surcease  from  sadness 
In  songs  a  bird  sings. 

There’s  a  rest  after  labor; 

There's  a  task  to  be  done  ; 

There’s  sleep  for  refreshing 
When  the  day’s  race  is  run. 

The  words  by  friends  spoken 
To  encourage  and  bless ; 

The  sweet  ties  unbroken ; 

The  small  tenderness ; 

All  these  come  to  help  us 
In  the  fight  we  must  make. 

When  we  least  expect  them 
And  Life’s  hard  to  take. 

It’s  His  way  of  helping, 

The  One  always  near  ; 

He  speaks  through  our  friends 
And  the  things  we  hold  dear. 


wonder  that  many  observers  today  are 
calling  these  “electronic  churches”  a 
"force  to  be  dealt  with.”  (United 
Methodists,  for  instance,  contribute 
roughly  $23  million  to  “World  Service” 
each  year  and  a  total  of  about  $63  million 
toward  the  operation  of  everything  the 
church  does  outside  the  local 
congregation.) 

Response  to  these  religious  media 
empires  from  within  the  church  is  varied. 
There  obviously  is  considerable  support 
for  them  from  rank  and  file  church- 
members,  if  claims  from  most  of  the 
“media  preachers”  that  large  portions  of 
their  support  come  from  church  members 
is  true.  There  also  is  considerable  concern 
evident  among  church  leaders;  Officials 
ranging  from  Southern  Baptists  to  Epis¬ 
copalians  have  warned  that  the  “elec¬ 
tronic  church”  is  a  dangerous  trend  in 
American  Christianity. 

While  we  are  not  prepared  to  join  with 
those  who  label  the  so-called  “electronic 
church”  as  “dangerous”  across-the- 
board,  we  do  believe  the  following  points 
are  worth  the  consideration  of  both  those 
who  support  and  oppose  such  “media 
ministries.” 

•  AU  "media  ministries"  are  not  the 
same.  To  condemn  or  exalt  the 
“electronic  church”  in  a  blanket  fashion 
is  meaningless.  While  secular  journalists 
seem  to  take  little  notice  of  the 
differences  between  the  techniques  and 
purposes  of  such  “media  preachers”  as 
Billy  Graham  and  Rex  Humbard,  the 
differences  should  not  be  left  out  of  the 
way  Christians  view  the  situation.  The 
so-called  "electronic  church”  is  not  a 
single  entity  but  a  multiplicity  of 
separate  entities. 

•  Charges  that  giving  to  the 
"electronic  church”  comes  from  the 
pockets  of  the  local  church  are  not,  in  the 
main,  valid.  There  is  no  demonstrable 
evidence  that  contributions  being  made 
to  these  ministries  would  have  otherwise 
wound  up  in  the  offering  plates  of  local 
churches. 

While  there  may  be  individual  cases 
where  a  person  has  decided  to  give  to  a 
particular  media  minister  instead  of  a 
local  church,  surveys  have  indicated  that 
most  media  giving  is  either  in  addition  to 
local  church  giving  or  is  coming  from 
persons  who  would  not  contribute  to  a 
local  church  budget. 

•  While  some  "electronic  ministries" 
may  make  valid  contributions  to  the 
religious  lives  of  some  persons,  even  the 
best  are  inadequate  when  they  become  a 
person’s  total  religious  affiliation.  It 
makes  no  sense  to  be  a  part  of  a  Body  of 
Christ  in  which  the  right  hand  has  no 
connection  with  the  left  hand.  Christian 

—  fellowship  and  corporate  action  are 

~  central  to  what  it  means  to  be  a  church. 
And  these  elements  are  nearly 
impossible  in  a  "church”  connected  by 
electronic  wires  rather  than  personal 

I  contact  among  the  faithful.  And  in  the 
area  of  Christian  nurture,  who  will 
baptize,  marry,  counsel  and  bury  those 
who  go  to  church  by  electronics? 

We  hope  Christians  everywhere  will 
consider  these  and  other  questions  before 
allowing  any  "electronic  church”  to 
become  a  substitute  for  involvement  in  a 
local  congregation. 

We  also  hope  that  persons  who  support 
these  "media  ministries”  will  look 
seriously  and  prayerfully  at  what  they 
are  supporting:  Does  this  ministry 
encourage,  or  neglect  to  urge,  its  viewers 
and  listeners  to  take  an  active  part  in 
their  own  local  church?  Are  these 
contributions  going  to  building  some 
individual’s  religious  empire  for  the  sake 
of  an  empire  or  are  they  going  at  least  in 
part  to  help  “the  least  of  these  my 
brethren?” 

We  hope  no  one  seriously  believes  that 
there  is  no  more  to  being  a  Christian  than 
sitting  in  front  of  a  TV  each  week  to  hear 
a  sermon.  Likewise  we  hope  no  one 
rejects  the  limited  contribution  of  the 
"electronic  church”  sheerly  on  the  basis 
of  its  limitedness. 


Here  I  Stand 

Comparison  with  other  methods 
makes  us  affirm  connectionalism 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  JEAN  SCULLY 

In  our  small  midwestern  town  the 
Baptist  and  United  Methodist  churches 
faced  each  other,  not  only  across  a 
physical  intersection,  but  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  principle  of  congregational 
control.  Every  year  the  United 
Methodists  would  eagerly  leaf  through 
the  Minneapolis  Sunday  paper  to  read 
the  appointments  made  at  the  closing 
session  of  annual  conference. 

Some  members  would  sigh  with  relief 
and  some  with  chagrin  —  with  the  action 
of  the  cabinet;  we  had  no  cause  to 
congratulate  ourselves,  nor  to  “take 
sides”  with  either  the  departing  or  new 
pastor.  If  we  disagreed,  we  could  be  mad 
at  the  district  superintendent  or  question 
the  wisdom  of  the  bishop.  But  we  could 
begin  a  new  year  and  go  on  with  the  work 
of  our  church  without  having  to  be  angry 
with  one  another. 

The  Baptists,  on  the  other  hand,  tended 
to  keep  their  ministers  even  when  their 
effectiveness  was  a  matter  of  serious 
concern.  In  order  to  effect  a  change, 
congregational  meetings  had  to  be  called 
in  order  to  take  the  current  leader  to  task 
or  to  vote  on  his  ouster.  The  members 
chose  up  sides,  and  bitter  divisions 
within  the  church  were  created. 

If  a  change  was  voted,  interim 


ministers  filled  the  pulpit  and  the 
ongoing  work  of  the  church  was  almost  at 
a  standstill  while  a  committee  scouted 
various  prospects,  listened  to  trial 
sermons,  and  voted  to  “call”  a  new  man. 
During  these  perilous  times,  the  United 
Methodist  congregation  was  often 
augmented  by  disaffected  Baptists  who 
were  at  odds  with  the  current  majority. 
At  the  end  of  each  ministerial  period, 
some  of  our  visiting  Baptists  would  leave 
and  others  would  come.  (Our  choir 
always  seemed  to  be  the  winner  in  these 
exchanges  since  good  singers  tend  to  be 
independent  creatures ! )  Although  it  was 
theoretically  possible  for  the  minister  to 
leave  a  united  congregation  under  this 
system,  I  never  saw  it  happen. 

The  United  Methodists,  as  a 
connectional  church,  give  up  a  measure 
of  direct  local  control  and  receive  in 
return  a  number  of  blessings.  We  have  a 
large,  well-educated  pool  of  ministers 
available  to  us.  The  strengths  and 
personalities  of  these  persons  are  well 
known  to  the  bishop’s  cabinet.  The 
problems  and  growth  of  the  local 
churches  are  a  matter  of  daily  concern  to 
the  district  superintendent.  Changes  of 
pastor  are  made  after  many  discussions 
attempting  to  match  ministers  with  a 
particular  local  need,  and  the 


assignment  is  made  with  an  objectivity 
that  cannot  possibly  be  exercised  by 
local  judgment. 

Furthermore,  as  this  process  takes 
place,  we  have  no  need  to  engage  in 
acrimonious  public  debate.  Differences 
of  opinion  exist,  certainly,  but  they  can 
be  shared  with  the  pastor-parish 
committee  and  the  district 
superintendent  who  is  then  in  a  position 
to  act  with  the  best  interests  of  the  whole 
church  in  mind.  The  change,  if  one  is  • 
decided  upon,  takes  place  in  a  prompt 
and  orderly  fashion  and  the  work  of  the 
church  goes  on  without  interruption. 

Our  apportionment  money  assures  us 
of  this  professional  assistance.  It  assures 
the  ministers  of  our  conference  that  they 
will  have  an  appointment  without 
interruption  until  their  retirement. 
Every  church,  even  if  small  or  struggling 
financially,  is  assured  of  a  pastor. 
Although  our  apportionments  cover 
many  things,  I  believe  the  quality  of  the 
professional  services  available  to  us  at 
all  conference  levels  is  the  most 
important— money  well  invested. 

This  week's  contributor,  Jean  Scully,  is 
a  member  of  First  UMC  in  Sunnyvale, 
California  (Calif or  nia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference). 


Rejection  of  religious  ads  frightening 
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To  the  Editor : 

Considering  the  policies  of  the  two 
radio  stations  in  St.  Louis  who  rejected 
religious  advertising  (TM/UMR 
editorial,  May  26),  I  believe  they  should 
have  the  right  to  reject  any  advertising 
they  want.  However,  I  also  believe  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  enough 
muscle  through  its  investments  in 
companies  that  advertise  and  through  its 
members  who  are  in  influential  places  to 
cause  the  stations  to  change  their  minds. 
What  would  the  stations  do  if  Coke 
threatened  to  remove  its  ads? 

To  tell  the  truth,  this  editorial  really 
frightened  me  to  think  how  secular  our 
society  has  become  and  how  little  power 
the  church  has.  In  my  opinion,  unless  the 
United  Methodist  Church  (and  other 
denominations  as  well)  take  a  stance  for 
righteousness  and  against  the  mass- 
marketed  smut,  everyone  in  our  country 
will  be  the  loser. 

Alan  C.  Elliott 
Decatur,  Georgia 

Where  can  we  write? 

To  the  Editor : 

I  read  with  interest  your  editorial 
regarding  the  refusal  of  CBS  and  NBC 
radio  to  accept  religious  advertising 
(TM/UMR,  May  26).  I  would  like  to  send 
letters  to  the  recipients  of  your  “green 
weenie”  award  and  am  writing  to  ask 
you  to  whom  I  should  write  so  that  the 
letters  will  do  the  most  good. 

I  agree  that  this  is  an  extremely 
disturbing  attitude  and  I  hope  our  letters 
can  bring  about  a  reversal  of  these 
decisions. 

Keep  up  your  good  work. 

F.  Richard  Leslie 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  would  suggest 
that  you  write  to  Viola  Arnold  at  the  CBS 
affiliate,  KMOX,  1  Memorial  Drive,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  63102;  Stan  Greenberg  at  the 
NBC  affiliate  KSD,  1111  Olive,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  63101,  and  Jack  Stuppler,  Program 
Practices  Director  for  the  CBS  radio 
network,  51  W.  52nd  St.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10019. 

Article  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  pleased  you  published  the  article 
"Six  United  Methodists  Rescued”  in 
TM/UMR’s  May  26  issue  about  Ken  D. 
Enright  and  family. 

Many  years  ago  Ken  Enright  spoke  to 
us  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Lowell, 


Massachusetts  bringing  a  wonderful 
message  of  his  work  in  Africa,  and  I’ve 
never  forgotten  him.  Our  society 
collected  quite  a  few  books  and  sent  them 
to  him  for  the  library  they  were 
assembling. 

Thank  you  for  this  excellent  coverage. 

Marion  D.  Morse 
Lowell,  Massachusetts 

‘Facts  ignored’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Given  your  continued  mention  (the 
latest  being  May  19)  of  the  Harwood 
School  closing  in  Albuquerque,  it’s  too 
bad  that  some  basic  facts  are  still 
ignored.  First,  it  was  not  the  National 
Division  that  closed  Harwood  School. 
The  local  board  (a  majority  from  New 
Mexico  Conference)  voted  to  close  the 
school  at  their  April  8,  1976  meeting, 
rather  than  trying  to  raise  the  $24,000 
needed  to  keep  the  school  open  for  the 
1976-77  year. 

Second,  under  the  present 
administration  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference,  the  Harwood  Center  is 
ministering  to  hundreds  of  persons. 
Anglo,  Native  American  and  Hispanic 
people,  children,  youth,  adults  and  senior 
citizens  are  involved  in  programs  of 
education,  nutrition,  training,  social 
services  and  many  other  activities. 


Harwood  is  not  closed;  it  has  a  new, 
exciting  ministry! 

Don  Hancock 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

‘Saved  for  what?’ 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  "Letter  to  the  Editor"  states 
that  "Jesus  Christ  brought  the  message 
of  salvation;  He  didn’t  boycott!” 

Saved  for  what?  Inner  peace? 
Continual  state  of  bliss  because  “I  am 
His  and  He  is  mine?”  Saved  to  be  made 
happy  in  our  condition,  even  if  it  is  self- 
centered? 

No!  We  are  saved  for  servanthood! 
And  if  my  brother  in  the  lettuce  fields  is 
repressed  because  he  is  powerless,  you 
bet  I’ll  boycott.  If  my  homosexual 
brother  or  sister  is  discriminated  against 
because  of  his  or  her  sexual  preference, 
you  bet  I’ll  cast  my  lot  on  the  side  against 
discrimination.  If  women  are  laying 
claim  to  what  is  constitutionally  theirs  by 
way  of  gaining  every  opportunity  that  I 
as  a  man  have  —  you  bet  I’m  on  their 
side. 

How  can  anyone  read  the  Scriptures 
without  seeing  in  the  prophets,  in  the 
Gospel  writers,  in  Paul  and  certainly  in 
Christ  Himself,  this  deep  concern  for  the 
poor  and  the  disinherited?  How  is  it 
possible  to  be  Christian  without  joining 


hands  with  the  One  who  found  Himself  so 
frequently  among  the  poor  and  the 
downtrodden,  and  spoke  out  so  harshly 
against  the  possession  of  riches? 

God  is  love.  But  never  forget  this:  God 
is  justice. 

Hiram  B.  Holdridge 
Evanston,  Illinois 

‘Expression’  needed 

To  the  Editor : 

One  section  of  this  paper  I  read  with 
great  interest  is  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
Sometimes  I  nod  in  agreement  and  at 
other  times  I  shake  my  head  in  despair. 
Whether  I  agree  or  not  is  beside  the 
point.  What  I  do  see,  however,  are  many 
concerned  people  willing  to  express 
themselves  and,  even  more  important, 
being  allowed  to  express  themselves. 

If  it  would  seem  to  some  that  no  one  is 
satisfied  with  anything  within  our  United 
Methodist  Church,  let  me  say  this  —  the 
Baptist  paper  also  comes  into  my  home 
each  week  and  most  of  those  people  are 
complaining,  many  times  about  exactly 
the  same  things  and  even  offering  the 
same  solution.  I  do  hope  these 
“concerned  Methodist&y  are  just  ,as 
expressive  in  their  witneis  for  Jesus  the 
Christ. 

Helen  Tingley 

St.  Petersburg,  Florida 


Letters  on  ‘hymn  keys’ 

4 Strained  tongue' views  given 

To  the  Editor:  I  have  a  low  voice,  small  range,  but  I 

Guilty  as  charged!  In  fact,  I  was  don’t  blame  the  composer  or  the  organist 
probably  the  one  who  lured  Mr.  Herron  for  my  inability  to  sing  some  of  the 

hymns.  All  hymns  can’t  be  written  in  his 
they’d  preclude 


My  Witness 

Visiting  persons  in  local 
nursing  home  is  blessing 


By  HAZEL  M.  BELL 

A  few  years  ago  I  had  a  friend  who  had 
to  spend  some  time  at  a  local  nursing 
home.  Often  as  I  visited  her,  I’d  talk  with 
others  who  seemed  to  be  lonely.  I  became 
aware  of  a  great  need  for  these  people. 
Apparently,  many  had  no  relatives  who 
cared  enough  to  visit  them.  True,  some 
were  senile,  but  they  seemed  to  sense  a 
person  cared  when  a  hand  was  placed  on 
their  own. 

With  few  exceptions,  I  have  visited  one 
afternoon  each  week  for  the  past  three 
years.  I  had  visited  at  intervals  before 
this  feeling  of  need  prevailed.  These 
visits  have  made  a  vast  difference  to 
many  of  these  elderly  and  many  have 
died  these  past  three  years.  But  to  me,  it 
has  been  a  time  of  growing,  a  time  of 
being  more  conscious  of  a  nearness  to 
God.  I  am  so  much  richer  because  of  this 
small  giving 

Many  times  I  did  not  feel  up  to  going  on 
this  visit,  but  with  a  prayer  in  my  heart,  1 
left  my  feelings  (unless  I  was  physically 
ill)  at  home  and  sallied  forth  with  a  smile 
on  my  face  and  wearing  my  brightest 
clothing  and  jewelry.  They  love  the 
bright  colors  and  the  laughter  that  I 
wear. 

I  tease  them.  I  read  to  them.  I  listen  to 
them  —  although  at  times  it  doesn’t 
make  much  sense  to  me.  Everyone 
enjoys  a  compliment  and  I  try  to  be 
liberal  without  flattery  Some  of  these 


people  have  good  minds  but  their  bodies 
are  beyond  repair.  Some  are  very  witty. 
"My  Goodness,  Mrs.  Dunn,  you  look  so 
pretty  in  that  red  dress!”  I 
complimented. 

“Oh  yes,  it’ll  do  until  red  comes 
along !  ”  she  replied  with  a  feeble  laugh. 

"Do  you  know  what  one  of  the  girls 
wanted  me  to  do?”  one  of  the  little  ladies 
asked  me  one  day.  "Turn  a 
summersault,  that’s  what!  I  told  her  I 
wasn’t  about  to  try  that!”  There  are 
many  light  moments  —  and  sad  ones. 

As  I  place  my  hand  on  an  arm  and  help 
a  faltering  step,  I  am  reminded  of  my 
parents  holding  my  hand  and  helping  me 
learn  to  walk.  I  am  reminded,  also,  how 
God,  my  heavenly  Father  daily  guides 
my  steps  when  I'm  unsure  and  afraid. 

Yes,  sometimes  the  odor  is  bad  and  a 
sight  is  depressing,  but  I  can  always 
walk  away;  they  cannot.  This  is  my 
ministry.  He  gave  me  this  talent  and  asH 
use  it,  it’s  growing.  Even  by  giving  an 
afternoon,  I  find  I  have  more  time  for 
other  things. 

I  hear,  in  the  still,  small  voice, 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  me."  And  I  am  at  peace. 
(Matt.  25:40) 

■  My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Hazel  Mae 
Bell,  is  from  Purcell,  Oklahoma 


up  step  by  step  —  verse  by  verse  —  on  "O 
For  a  Thousand  Tongues”  (TM/UMR, 
May  26).  No,  actually  I  only  do  it  every 
other  verse  on  “Tongues.”  It’s  "We  are 
Climbing  Jacob’s  Ladder”  that  gets  it 
every  verse! 

He  is  right  in  thinking  that  organists  do 
not  take  kindly  to  criticism.  In  fact, 
criticism  is  likely  to  make  us  do  just  the 
opposite  (like  play  hymns  in  even  higher 
keys!)  However,  we  do  need  to  be 
reminded  every  now  and  then  that  we  are 
there  not  only  to  bring  inspiration 
through  our  music,  but  also  to  serve  the 
needs  of  the  congregation,  and  one  of 
these  needs  is  keeping  the  hymns  in 
singable  keys. 

Singable  keys,  however,  are 
sometimes  dull  (yes,  different  keys  have 
entirely  different  sounds.  Some  are  very 
dull,  like  F  and  D-flat,  and  some  are  very 
bright,  like  A,  E  and  B)  and  some  hymns 
sound  so  much  better  in  a  brighter  key.  I 
do  not  always  intentionally  play  a  hymn 
in  a  high  key,  and  if  I  know  I  am  going  to 
go  up  a  step  or  two  on  the  last  verse,  I 
usually  start  the  hymn  in  a  lower  key  so 
it  will  not  end  up  too  high.  But  there  are 
times  when  you  just  get  so  inspired 
during  the  hymn  that  you  have  to  do 
something  to  make  it  even  more  glorious 
and  it’s  the  unplanned  modulations  that 
get  us  in  trouble. 

What  Mr.  Herron  should  do  is  learn  to 
sing  parts.  Then,  when  the  melody  gets 
too  high,  he  could  drop  down  and  sing  the 
bass  line  —  except  of  course,  when  the 
organist  breaks  into  a  modern 
harmonization  or  descant  arrangement 
on  the  last  verse  or  so  which  is  entirely 
unrelated  to  the  original  harmonization 
of  the  hymn,  and  he  is  either  forced  to 
sing  the  melody  or  croak  along  in  his  own 
musical  world,  ignoring  the  incredulous 
stares  of  his  pewmates. 

Part  of  the  blame  should  go  to  the 
composers  as  some  hymns  would  not  be 
comfortable  for  Mr.  Herron’s  voice  in 
any  key  (some  span  almost  an  octave 
and  a  half  range).  But  we  organists  are 
guilty  at  times,  so  thanks  for  the  gentle 
reminder.  I  will  try  to  remember  next 
time  to  get  carried  away  in  a  lower  key. 

Gwen  Goodrich 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

‘W anted  space’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Bud  Herron’s  May  26  "On  the 
TM/UMR  Beat”  wasted  space,  a 
precious  commodity  in  a  fine  newspaper. 
He  really  should  check  with  another 
editor,  or  a  musician  in  this  case,  before 
making  absurd  remarks. 


range,  if  they  were, 
some  other  people’s  voice  ranges ! 

As  for  Mr.  Herron’s  inane  remarks 
about  women  organists:  women’s  voices 
have  ranges  too.  And  he  does  a  disservice 
to  many  organists  who  try  to  make  hymn 
singing  more  dynamic  by  changing  keys 
( by  several  octaves?  Phooey ! ) 

If  Mr.  Herron  is  sure  they’re 
conspiring  to  prevent  his  singing,  why 
doesn’t  he  learn  to  sing  the  bass  part,  or 
change  octaves  when  necessary,  or  just 
listen  as  he  chews  on  an  avocado  pit. 

Barbara  Gates 
Hotchkiss,  Colorado 

Two  sided  view 
To  the  Editor: 

I  really  understood  what  Bud  Herron 
was  saying  about  organists  and  music 
("TM/UMR  Beat,”  May  26) .  As  a  former 
congregational  singer  and  presently  an 
organist,  I’ve  been  on  both  sides  of  the 


bench. 

What  I  did  was  buy  a  book  with  many 
of  the  hymns  we  sing  only  written  a  key 
or  two  lower.  What  a  difference  in 
participation!  I  ordered  mine  from 
Moody  Monthly  where  I  happened  to  see 
it.  We  then  ordered  for  the  choir  and 
nobody  turns  blue  and  the  cough  drop 
consumption  has  dropped. 

Errolyn  Sooy 
.  Crofton,  Ohio 

Correct  view 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  Bud  Herron’s  article  "O 
For  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Strain” 
(TM/UMR,  May  26).  How  right  he  is  and 
how  unfortunate  the  situation  to  which  he 
points.  One  of  the  things  I  often  find 
myself  advocating  is  to  use  music  that 
enables  people  to  participate  fully  and 
with  joy. 

I  hope  you  won’t  mind  my  reproducing 
Mr.  Herron’s  article  for  use  in  some  of 
my  evangelism  training  events. 

Keep  up  the  good  work ! 

Harold  Bales 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


A  Place 
to  Plau 
6  Learn 


Alaskan  children  ages  8-16,  many  of  them  minorities,  are  being  helped  at  the  Jessa  Lee  Home 
in  Anchorage.  Named  for  a  pioneer  United  Methodist  circuit  rider,  the  Jesse  Lee  Home  for  Children 
has  served  hundreds  over  the  past  88  years.  Many  of  today's  leaders  in  Alaska  are  former  residents 
of  the  home. 

Today,  more  than  30  children  with  emotional  and  behavioral  problems  are  being  served-with 
an  expanding  population  pointing  to  the  need  for  larger  facilities.  A  new  multi-purpose  building 
would  allow  for  increased  recreational  activity,  especially  during  the  winter,  and  provide  additional 
training  facilities. 

The  Jesse  Lee  Home  is  the  only  private  institution  in  Alaska  providing  help  to  children  with 
moderate  to  severe  learning  or  social  problems.  You,  or  a  group  in  your 
church,  can  help  continue  this  Christian  ministry  to  children  in  need. 
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Annual  conferences  spotlighted 


SAN  ANTONIO  —  Texas  State 
Attorney  General  John  Hill,  an  active 
layman  in  the  Tarrytown  UMC, 
Austin,  addresses  the  Laity  Banquet 
during  the  Southwest  Texas 
conference  sessions  here.  He 
encouraged  church  members  to  be 
involved  in  politics  and  to  hold  public 
officials  accountable. 
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BALDWIN  CITY,  Kan.  —  "The  Witches  of  Oz“  presented  a  multi-media 
musical  report  of  all  three  missional  priorities  to  members  of  the  Kansas  East 
Annual  Conference  in  session  here  May  31. 

Featured  as  the  scarecrow,  left,  is  Jim  Tuchscherer  of  Crestview  United 
Methodist  Church,  Topeka.  Accompanying  him  were  Lisa  Bishop  as  Dorothy  and 
Charlie  Bailey  as  the  cowardly  lion,  members  of  The  Baker  Playmen. 

The  musical  is  written  by  Don  Mueller,  UM-reiated  Baker  University’s 
playwright-in-residence  and  is  the  first  time  he  has  written  exclusively  for  an 
annual  conference.  The  show  is  portable  and  can  be  taken  to  local  churches. 
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GLORIETA,  N.M.  —  Faustina 
Lucero  of  the  Alcalde  UMC  in  the 
Espanola  Valley  demonstrates  with 
her  hands  how  the  majority  church 
and  the  ethnic  minorities  must  work 
together  as  partners  in  Christian 
mission.  She  received  a  rousing 
ovation  from  the  New  Mexico 
conference  delegates  at  the 
conclusion  of  her  animated  speech. 
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FROSTBURG,  Md.  —  “Are  we  willing  to  take  out  the 
garbage?”  asked  the  Rev.  Carol  Cosens  Yocum  during  her 
sermon  for  the  Communion  and  Memorial  service  at  the 
Baltimore  conference.  Urging  Christians  to  be  servants  for 
others,  she  speculated  that  “if  Jesus  had  been  a  20th 
century  man,  he  would  have  cleared  the  table  and  taken  out 
the  garbage  instead  of  washing  feet.”  circuit  rider  photo 


FAYETTE,  Mo.  —  The  Missouri  West  conference  opened 
the  Service  of  Consecration  and  Ordination  with  a 
procession  into  Linn  Memorial  UMC.  One  diaconal 
minister,  Ralph  Ernst  Jr.  (at  right  in  business  suit),  was 
consecrated  and  10  elders  and  20  deacons  were  ordained  by 
Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich  Jr. 
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Pensionfund  drives  boom 

But  inflation  plays  havoc  with  retirees  ’  benefits 


‘My  job  is  to  accept  and  love  them ' 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

"Keeping  promises”  to  pay  ministers' 
pensions  is  keeping  United  Methodists 
hopping  these  days. 

Major  funding  crusades  for  pensions 
waged  or  planned  in  some  38  annual 
conferences  are  expected  to  realize  $90 
million  dollars.  Most  are  enormously 
successful,  going  “over  the  top”  of  pro¬ 
jected  goals. 

And  yet,  as  good  as  the  news  appears 
there  are  also  reasons  for  some 
pessimism,  due  to  inflation,  pensions 
officials  say: 

•  Even  with  major  financial  crusades, 
conferences  are  able  to  do  little  more 
than  catch  up  payments  of  previously 
unfunded  pension  liabilities— in  1976  that 
total  was  more  than  $500  million; 

•  In  spite  of  continued  efforts  to  raise 
pension  rates  it  is  unlikely  that  most 
retired  ministers  will  get  as  much  as  the 
church  has  set  as  a  goal ; 

•  Ministers  may  increasingly  have  to 
anticipate  retirement  at  a  low  pension 
level,  even  counting  in  Social  Security. 

Here’s  why,  according  to  officials  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Pensions 
which  manages  pension  reserves  for  the 
majority  of  the  conferences.  The  agency 
currently  sends  out  about  18,000  checks 
per  month  to  retirees  and  survivors. 

The  church’s  goal  for  each  conference 
is  to  pay  its  retirees  an  equivalent  of  one 
percent  of  the  average  salary  currently 
being  paid  active  ministers  multiplied  by 
the  number  of  years  of  service  rendered. 

Average  salaries  this  year  range  from 
$10,000  to  $15,300.  That  means  a  one 
percent  pension  rate  will  vary  from  $100 
to  $153. 

For  the  “Rev.  Typical  United 
Methodist  Preacher”  retiring  this  June, 
however,  the  average  rate  for  all 
conferences  is  $103.  Multiply  that  by  the 
traditional  40  years  of  service  and  it  adds 
up  to  a  total  annual  pension  of  $4,120. 

Many  will  receive  less,  some  more,  but 
none  will  reach  the  $153  level.  The 
highest  rate  is  $129;  far  more  hover 
around  the  high  eighties  and  nineties. 
Furthermore,  Wayne  Bondurant  of  the 
general  pensions  headquarters  at 
Evanston,  Ill.,  said,  “Only  four 
conferences  are  currently  meeting  the 
goal  of  one  percent  of  the  average 
salary.” 

Inflation  raises  salaries 

“What  has  happened  is  that  inflation 
has  pushed  up  average  salaries  for 
ministers  rapidly,  especially  in  the  ’70s,” 
Gerald  A.  Beam,  benefits  director  for  the 
pensions  agency  told  TM/UMR.  “At  the 
same  time,  inflation  has  made  it 
necessary  to  increase  pension  payments 
for  the  retired  so  they  can  live  with  some 
measure  of  dignity.” 

But  increasing  pension  rates  without 
having  accumulated  the  reserves  to 
assure  payment  creates  a  fiscal  problem 
called  “unfunded  liability.”  Another 
conference  official  called  it  “ballooning 
debt.” 

Mr.  Beam  said  no  conferences  began 
full  participation  in  a  reserve  program 
until  the  mid-’50s.  Since  then,  some  60 
have  been  doing  two  things  at  once: 
putting  aside  money  for  current  service 
and  paying  off  past  service  through, 
usually,  a  30-year  amortization  program. 

All  went  well  until  inflation  hit  in 
the  ’70s.  Reserve  resources  and 
amortization  programs  were  no  longer 
adequate  to  pay  for  new  higher  pension 
rates.  As  conferences  vote  needed 
benefit  increases,  they  increase  their 
unfunded  liability.  Then  they  must 
somehow  come  up  with  larger  and  larger 
amounts  of  new  money  to  make  up  the 
difference  —  usually  out  of  current 


Oil  rig  ministry  seen  as  call  from  God 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

TULSA,  Okla.  -  When  Wishard 
(“Wish”)  Lemons  was  a  little  boy,  he 
dreamed  of  adventure.  His  heroes  were 
two-fisted  cowboys  and  oil  field 
roughnecks  who  swaggered  into  town  on 
weekends  while  he  was  growing  up  in 
Muskogee,  Okla. 

He  admired  their  spirit,  their  sense  of 
freedom,  their  strength  and  their 
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unfettered,  unpol-l 
ished  honesty. 

Now— 50  years  I 
later— with  a  mas- 1 
ter’s  degree  in  phil-  [ 
osophy,  a  degree  ini 
theology  and  morel 
than  20  years  ini 
ministry  behind| 
him,  “Wish”  stills  a 
retains  a  sense  of 
appreciation  for.V^ 
those  rugged  indi-  Wishard  Lemons 
viduals  who  live  “on  the  edge  of  danger.” 

“I  guess  that’s  why  God  called  me  to 
the  oil  fields,”  he  said,  sitting  in  his  office 
at  First  UMC  here  recently  —  an  office 
he  hasn’t  seen  much  of  in  recent  months. 
For  about  a  year  his  real  “office”  has 
been  in  the  hallways,  mess  halls  and 
recreation  rooms  of  oil  rigs  in  such 
places  as  the  North  Sea,  Peru,  Borneo 
and  East  Africa.  His  congregation  has 
been  a  wildly  diverse  group  of  young  men 
and  the  families  which  have  followed 
them  to  remote  places  on  five  continents 
as  they  have  sought  their  fortunes  in  the 
oil  fields. 

“It  seems  my  whole  life  has  built 
toward  this  ministry,”  Wish  says.  “I’d 
always  thought  about  the  possibility  of 
ministry  to  industry.  Then  three  years 
ago  the  chance  came.” 

Holy  Spirit  plants  seeds 

Its  seeds  were  planted  —  “not  by  me 
but  by  the  Holy  Spirit,”  Wish  says  — 
during  a  Lay  Witness  Mission  at  First 
UMC  in  1969. 

One  of  the  members  of  the 
congregation  attending  that  mission  was 
Robert  L.  Parker,  top  executive  of 
Parker  Drilling  Company,  the  largest 
land-based  oil  drilling  firm  in  the  world. 
Mr.  Parker  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
difference  the  mission  made  in  the  life 
and  vision  of  First  UMC,  and  he  began 
wondering  whether  something  similar 


couldn’t  happen  in  industry.  He  felt  a 
need  to  offer  a  chance  for  spiritual 
enrichment  in  some  way  to  his 
employees,  scattered  around  the  world. 

Mr.  Parker  brought  the  subject  up  to 
Dr.  L.D.  Thomas,  senior  pastor  at  the 
church.  They  discussed  the  possibilities 
during  the  coming  months  and  in  1973 
traveled  together  to  a  Parker  drilling  site 
on  the  North  Slope  of  Alaska,  where  they 
witnessed  to  the  workers.  The  mission 
was  successful,  but  both  Mr.  Parker  and 
Dr.  Thomas  saw  the  limitations  of  such  a 
“one  shot”  program. 

When  they  looked  around  for  an 
alternative,  they  found  Wish  Lemons  —  a 
First  UMC  associate  minister  who  felt 
ministry  on  the  oil  rigs  was  his  kind  of 
challenge.  Early  in  1975,  Wish  left  for  his 
first  mission  station  —  an  oil  rig  in  Peru. 

A  preacher  down  here? 

“What  are  we  going  to  do  with  a 
preacher  down  here?”  the  crew  chief  in 
Peru  wired  company  officials  when  he 
heard  the  news.  “Are  we  supposed  to  quit 
cussing?”  But  Wish  Lemons  wasn’t 
concerned  about  “cussing.” 

“I  didn’t  go  down  there  to  preach  at  the 
drillers,”  Wish  says.  “I  went  down  there 
to  live  with  them  and  earn  the  right  to  be 
in  their  presence.  I  didn’t  want  to  take 
them  judgment,  I  wanted  to  take  them 
love. 

“My  ministry  is  listening,  not  passing 
out  unasked-for  religious  advice.  Too 
many  Christians  are  good  talkers  and 
terrible  listeners.  They  want  to  just 
dump  their  witness  on  someone  and  run. 
I’ve  never  found  it  works  that  way. 
Listening  is  the  scarcest  thing  on  earth 
and  we  ^11  need  it  so  much.” 

So,  he  went  to  Peru  and  listened.  He 
told  himself  that  the  most  important 
story  on  the  oil  rig  was  "not  my  story  or 
even  ‘HIS’  story,  but  the  driller’s  story. 
He  worked  and  listened  out  of  a  faith  that 
“if  1  help  create  an  atmosphere  of  love 


and  trust,  the  Holy  Spirit  will  do  the 
rest.” 

It  must  have  worked,  because  when 
Wish  finished  his  two  weeks  in  Peru,  the 
driller  invited  him  back.  This  time  a  wire 
came  to  the  States  asking  “When  are  you 
going  to  send  that  preacher  back?” 

Wish  went  out  on  three  more  similar 
missions  that  year  and  as  word  got 
around,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Parker  — 
William  F.  Martin,  who  heads  the 
Phillips  Petroleum  Company  —  became 
interested  in  the  program.  He  invited 
Wish  to  go  on  a  mission  to  a  Phillips  rig  in 
Teesside,  England.  Since  that  trip,  Wish 
Lemon’s  oil  rig  ministry  has 
mushroomed  into  a  full-time  ministry 
with  half  his  time  spent  overseas.  He 
spends  half  his  time  at  Parker  rigs  and 
half  his  time  at  Phillips  rigs,  talking  to 
the  men,  visiting  their  families  and 
listening  to  their  problems. 

Many  of  the  places  he  visits  are  so 
remote  they  are  only  accessible  by 
helicopter. 

His  salary  is  paid  by  First  UMC 
through  a  contribution  from  the  oil 
companies.  His  travel  is  paid  for  by  the 
oil  companies^ 

Ministry  not  for  everyone 

“It’s  a  kind  of  ministry  not  meant  for 
everyone,”  he  says.  “Some  people  can’t 
understand  when  I  tell  them  I  don’t  hold 
Bible  studies  and  pr^ching  services  out 
there.  I’m  an  evangelical  —  some  people 
even  call  me  a  conservative  —  but  I  can’t 
see  that  my  job  is  to  change  anyone  —  to 
get  them  to  quit  sinning.  That’s  God’s 
job.  My  job  is  to  accept  them  and  love 
them. 

“And  you  want  to  know  something?" 
Wish  asks,  leaning  in  close  to  the 
interviewer.  “I  do  love  them." 

And  with  all  the  unfettered,  unpolished 
honesty  of  the  cowboys  and  roughnecks 
of  his  childhood,  you  can  tell,  he  means 
it. 


budget  funds  —  to  pay  their  claimants, 
he  said. 

An  illustration  of  how  a  conference  can 
have  built  reserves  and  still  be  losing 
ground  was  reported  to  TM/UMR  by  the 
co-chairperson  of  a  recent  Wisconsin 
conference  pensions  crusade.  Pat 
Soderholm  of  Monroe,  Wis.,  said,  “In 
1970  Wisconsin  was  paying  $72  per 
service  year  which  was  just  two  dollars 
short  of  the  one  percent  goal.  The 
average  salary  was  about  $7,400. 

“Today,  we  are  paying  a  rate  of  $105 
per  service  year  —  an  amount  which  is 
$30  short  of  the  goal.  Average  salary  has 
almost  doubled  since  1970  to  $13,500.  We 
are  rapidly  falling  behind  (the  one 
percent  goal).” 

Three  options 

As  annual  conferences  review  their 
options  in  the  inflation  squeeze,  they  see 
somewhat  limited  alternatives.  Vemie 
Barnett,  Central  Illinois  conference 
pensions  executive  outlined  three:  (1) 
“We  could  hold  down  the  pension  rate. 
This  would  relieve  the  pressure,  but  it 
would  fail  the  retired  people  it  was 
intended  to  help.” 

(2)  “We  could  increase  the  conference 
apportionment  to  local  churches  on  a 
‘  pay-as-you-go’  basis  to  keep  pace  with 
the  rising  cost,”  or, 

(3)  “We  could  seek  capital  funds  to 
cover  part  of  the  unfunded  liability  and 
use  the  other  part  to  increase  the  pension 
rate.” 

Central  Illinois  and  more  than  30  other 
conferences  have  chosen  option  three  — 
seeking  major  capital  funding.  Many  see 
it  as  the  only  real  alternative. 

Southern  New  England’s  conference 
treasurer,  the  Rev.  Terry  Thomason 
wrote  in  a  letter  to  conference  members 
that  holding  the  pension  rate  down  can 
hardly  be  considered  when  even  the 
present  rate  “has  not  been  sufficient  to 
enable  our  retired  ministers  and  spouses 
to  keep  pace  with  inflation.  Their  already 
inadequate  buying  power  is  being  eroded 
rapidly.  Utilities,  a  basic  subsistence 
cost,  have  approximately  doubled  in  the 
last  five  years,  while  the  pension  rate  has 
increased  only  21  percent  during  the 
same  period.” 

Retire  near  poverty  level 

He  predicted,  “Even  taking  into 
account  the  fact  that  many  retired 
ministers  are  now  covered  by  Social 
Security,  the  pension  rates  mean  that 
increasingly  they  must  anticipate 
retirement  at  or  near  the  poverty  level.” 

Option  two,  on  the  other  hand,  has  very 
real  fiscal  dangers  especially  for  a  small 
conference.  “Pay-as-you-go"  funding  is 
extraordinarily  costly  and  could  sink  a 
conference.  Mr.  Thomason  said  it  would 
cost  the  conference  an  extra  $100,000  per 
year  for  each  dollar  of  rate  increase  — 
“an  impossible  financial  burden  on  the 
churches.” 

Pension  crusades  have  enjoyed 
enormous  success  in  almost  every 
conference.  “Fund  raisers  tell  us  it  is  the 
easiest  money  to  raise,  and  it’s  the 
easiest  way  for  a  conference  to  catch  up 

Publisher 
helps  fund 
pensions 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Since  1941  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  has 
contributed  more  than  $27  million  to 
ministerial  pensions  funds  of  annual 
conferences. 

This  fact  is  included  in  a  special  report 
being  distributed  to  the  1978  annual 
conference  sessions.  Authorized  by  the 
General  Board  of  Publication  which 
governs  the  publishing  house,  the  report 
explains  this  “by-product”  of  the  pub¬ 
lishing  ministry. 

While  the  primary  mandate  of  the 
publishing  house  is  “to  carry  the  gospel 
to  all  the  world  through  the  publishing 
ministry,”  the  report  says,  it  also  has 
been  an  historical  requirement  that  “the 
produce  of  the  sale  of  our  books”  be  set 
aside  as  contributions  for  ministerial 
pensions  “after  the  book  debts  are  paid 
and  a  sufficient  capital  is  provided  for 
carrying  out  the  business.”  Those 
contributions  have  been  made  since  1789 
when  the  publishing  house  was 
established.  The  practice  was  followed  in 
both  the  former  Methodist  and 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  churches. 

Commenting  on  the  contributions 
made  in  recent  years,  Dr.  John  E. 
Procter,  president  and  publisher  said, 
“The  publishing  house  receives  no  direct 
funding  from  the  General  Conference.  If 
it  is  to  continue  serving  the  publishing 
needs  of  the  church,  the  publishing  house 
must  maintain  itself  as  a  financially 
sound  business  institution  with  adequate 
capital  for  innovation  and  expansion  as 
needs  for  printed  curriculum,  audio¬ 
visuals,  books  and  church  supplies  arise. 

“However,  thanks  to  the  strong 
support  of  our  churches  and  pastors,  we 
have  been  able  to  make  substantial 
contributions  over  the  years,  and  hope  to 
continue  to  do  so  in  the  years  ahead.” 

The  amount  being  distributed  in  1978  is 
$600,000. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  official  publisher  for  the  9.9 
million-member  UMC.  Its  Publishing 
Division  issues  approximately  100  new 
books  each  year  through  Abingdon  Press 
and  prepares  all  of  the  denomination’s 
church  school  literature  through  Graded 
Press.  Cokesbury,  its  retail  Sales 
Division,  distributes  books  and  church 
supplies  through  31  retail  stores  and  six 
mail-order  centers  in  19  states^ 
Parthenon  Press,  its  Manufacturing 
Division,  operates  the  largest  church- 
owned  printing  plant  in  the  world. 


with  its  pension  liability,”  said  Mr. 
Bondurant. 

Mr.  Thomason,  whose  conference  is 
considering  a  capital  funds  drive,  told 
TM/UMR,  “Being  opposed  to  ministers’ 
pensions  is  like  being  against  mother, 
home  and  country.  Also,  one  is  dealing 
with  a  pension  level  so  disastrously  low, 
it  would  be  hard  to  argue  against.” 

Not  hurt  local  giving 
Further,  conference  officials  and  fund 
raisers  say  that  capital  funds  crusades 
do  not  cut  into  conference  program 
budgets  or  local  church  giving. 

“If  anything,  a  well  planned  campaign 
doesn’t  hurt  giving,  but  tends  to 
stimulate  it,”  Mr.  Thomason  said.  He 
added  that  his  conference  is  in  a  capital 
campaign  for  a  retirement  project  this 
quadrennium  and  the  giving  level  has 
improved  noticeably. 

This  view  was  shared  by  Pat 
Soderholm  in  the  Wisconsin  campaign 
which  will  realize  close  to  $3.8  million. 
“The  need  is  obvious  and  church 
members  are  coming  through.  They 
understand  it.”  She  said  the  campaign, 
which  was  highly  successful,  has  not 
caused  the  conference  to  ease  up  on  its 
budget.  In  fact  a  three  percent  increase 
was  just  approved. 

Mr.  Bondurant  warns,  though,  “As 
long  as  the  cost  of  living  continues  to  rise 
at  the  rate  we’ve  experienced  since  1970, 
average  salaries  will  continue  to 
climb  as  well.  And,  along  with  them, 
pension  rates.”  He  said  he  doubts  if 
conferences  will  ever  be  able  to  meet  the 
one  percent  goal  and  acknowledged  that 
the  general  board  is  worried  about  the 
growth  in  unfunded  liabilities. 

“The  most  expensive  feature  of  the 
present  policy  is  that  it  is  tied  to  average 
salaries.  Whether  or  not  we  can  continue 
with  this  policy  in  the  future  without 
some  additional  control  is  now  under 
study  by  a  special  task  force  of  the 
pensions  board.  Recommendations  are 
expected  from  the  group  by  mid-1979,” 
he  said. 

The  “bug-a-boo  in  all  pension  plans 
these  days  is  inflation,”  Mr.  Beam 
concluded.  The  general  board  is  trying  to 
find  some  new  ways  to  help  conferences 
live  with  it  and  still  keep  their  retired 
servants  living  with  dignity. 

Homosexual 

reappointed 

BRIDGEPORT,  Conn.  (UMC)  -  The 
Rev.  Paul  Abels,  a  self-declared 
homosexual,  has  been  reappointed  as 
pastor  of  Washington  Square  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  York’s 
Greenwich  Village. 

Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr.  said  he  felt 
that  he  was  lega  ly  bound  to  make  the 
appointment  after  ministerial  members 
of  the  New  York  conference  rejected  a 
recommendation  from  the  cabinet  (the 
bishop  and  the  district  superintendents) 
that  Mr.  Abels  be  given  a  leave  of 
absence. 

In  an  executive  session  that  lasted  until 
1  a.m.  Sunday  morning  (June  11),  the 
conference  ministerial  members  also 
turned  down  a  cabinet  recommendation 
that  the  issue  of  a  homosexual’s 
appointability  be  referred  to  the 
denomination’s  Judicial  Council. 

Mr.  Abels  had  the  support  of  the  Rev. 
David  Huston,  chairperson  of  the 
conference  board  of  the  ministry,  and  a 
majority  of  its  members. 

“My  briefcase  is  full  of  letters  from 
members  of  his  church  supporting  him 
and  I  don’t  have  a  single  one  that’s 
negative,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Huston  said  the  board  affirmed  the 
ministry  of  Paul  Abels  but  added  that 
this  was  “not  to  be  interpreted  as 
condoning  his  sexual  lifestyle.” 

On  Sunday  afternoon  the  leader  of  the 
area  “Good  News”  chapter  (an 
organization  of  United  Methodist 
“evangelicals”),  the  Rev.  Ernesto 
Vasseur,  Woodbury,  Conn.,  distributed 
an  open  letter  to  Bishop  Ward  requesting 
a  leave  of  absence  for  himself. 

“My  disappointment  with  what 
happened  last  night  is  so  great  that  I  feel 
I  can  no  longer  have  true  Christian 
fellowship  with  a  large  section  of  the 
ministerial  members  of  the  conference,” 
he  wrote. 


TaibelTs  for  1978-795 
the  teacher*  aid. 


The  all-new  74th  annual  volume 
of  TARBELUS  TEACHER’S  GUIDE  is  now 
available.  Through  the  years,  this 
guide  has  been  the  mainstay  of  a  dynamic 
church  school  program  for  teachers 
of  all  denominations  who  use  the 
International  Sunday  School  Lessons. 

The  1978-79  edition  is  expertly 
edited  by  Dr.  Frank  S.  Mead,  ana  includes 
these  features: 

•  Parallel  texts  from  KJV  and  RSV 

•  Practical  guidelines  for  teachers 

•  Discussion  topics  for  adults  and  youth 

•  Historical  and  geographical 
backgrounds 

TARBELL’S  TEACHER’S  GUIDE  is 
available  at  your  Christian  bookstore. 

$5.95  (Cloth) 

( If  ordering  by  mail,  add  45<*  postage 
and  handling. ) 
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BEDFORD,  England  —  Built  in  1850  on  the  site  of  the  barn  where  John  Bunyan, 
the  author  of  the  Christian  classic  “Pilgrim’s  Progress,”  used  to  preach  is  the 
Bunyan  Meeting  House.  Modern  day  pilgrims  celebrate  the  350th  anniversary  of 
Bunyan's  birthday  this  year.  (See  story  below.) 


‘Pilgrim 9  progresses 
through  300  years 


By  TREVOR  HOLLOWAY 

BEDFORD,  England  —  John  Bunyan's 
immortal  Pilgrim  has  progressed 
triumphantly  through  300  years  of 
history  and  the  story  of  his  eventful 
journey  —  published  as  “Pilgrim’s 
Progress"  —  has  been  translated  into 
more  than  200  languages. 

This  year  marks  the  350th  anniversary 
of  Bunyan’s  birth. 

As  might  be  expected,  these  two 
important  milestones  in  religious 
literature  are  being  enthusiastically 
commemorated  by  the  inhabitants  of  his 
native  town  here  in  Bedford,  for  their 
greatest  son  and  tinker-tumed-preacher 
was  born  in  the  nearby  village  of  Elstow 
and  was  destined  to  spend  12  years  of  his 
life  in  the  town’s  gaol.  And  it  was  in  that 
prison  that  Bunyan’s  enduring 
masterpiece  was  written. 

Bedford  is  celebrating  the  double 
anniversary  throughout  the  year  with  a 
mammoth  program  of  events  ranging 
from  preaching  and  lectures  through 
drama  and  music  to  flower  festivals  and 
maypole  dances. 

In  the  heart  of  things  is  a  retired 
United  Methodist  minister  from  the 
Southern  New  England  Conference,  the 
Rev.  Harold  R.  Hodgson,  who  has  spent 
the  last  year  as  associate  pastor  of  the 
Bunyan  Meeting  House,  ministering  in 
four  chapels  under  the  church  which 
Bunyan  pastored  three  centuries  ago. 
Visitors  to  England  might  be  interested, 
Mr.  Hodgson  suggests,  in  a  spectacular 
dramatic  production  of  "The  Pilgrim’s 
Progress,’’  with  a  cast  of  70,  being  staged 
at  Bedford’s  Corn  Exchange  this  week. 

After  a  by  no  means  blameless  early 
life,  Bunyan  resolved  to  mend  his  ways. 
At  that  time  there  was  increasing 
demand  for  a  simpler  form  of  worship 
and  Independent  Congregations  were 
emerging.  In  the  early  1650’s  Bunyan 
joined  a  newly-formed  congregation 
which  met  at  St.  John’s  Church  and 
discovered,  much  to  his  surprise,  that  he 
was  a  gifted  preacher. 

With  the  end  of  Cromwell’s 
Protectorate  in  1660,  the  monarchy  was 
restored  and  the  preaching  of  the 
Independent  Congregations  was 
forbidden.  Bunyan  refused  to  be  silenced 
and  at  age  32  was  imprisoned  in  the 
County  Gaol.  Although  repeatedly  told 
that  he  would  be  freed  if  he  gave  up 
preaching,  his  reply  was  always:  "If  you 
let  me  go  today,  I  will  preach  again 
tomorrow." 

It  was  not  until  the  Declaration  of 
Religious  Indulgence  was  issued  12  years 
later  that  he  was  released.  He  was 
immediately  appointed  pastor  of  the 
Independent  Congregation. 

Those  12  years  in  prison  were  not 
wasted,  but  were  spent  in  reading  the 
Bible,  preaching  to  other  prisoners  and 
completing  a  number  of  books,  including 
his  immortal  masterpiece.  First  pub¬ 
lished  in  February  1678,  “Pilgrim’s  Pro¬ 
gress"  was  an  immediate  success  and  it 
is  believed  that  100,000  copies  were  sold 

Classified  ~ 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 

insertion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 

Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 

advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 


VACANCY:  Director  of  Christian  Education  at  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  in  university  town.  600  young 
and  adult  Sunday  Schol  members  and  65-70  teachers 
per  Sunday  in  double  session  Sunday  School  Full 
time  appointment  Salary  competitive.  Job  descrip¬ 
tion  on  request.  Assume  responsibility  as  soon  as 
possible  Write:  Chairperson,  Pastor-Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
3536  N.W  8th  Ave,  Gainesville.  Fla.  32605 


CANOE  FLOAT  TRIPS  —  on  eastern  Oklahoma's 
beautiful  "Lower  Illinois  River  '  Specializing  in 
church,  school  and  business  groups  $5  per  person. 
Call  for  reservations.  Tenkiller  Valley  Ranch,  Box 
231.  Gore.  Okla  74435.  Phone  (918  )  489-5895  Located 
seven  miles  north  of  1-40  i  Webbers  Falls-Gore  exiti 
on  Okla.  Hwy.  100. 


WANTED:  COKESBURY  HYMNALS,  brown  cover 
If  available  notify  R.  E.  Green.  SRl.  Box  380, 
Branson,  Mo.  65616 


SEVEN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions. 
January  13-20.  1979.  Write  WOMITO,  P.0  Box 
660615,  Miami  Springs,  Fla.  33166. 


VISIT  REOPENED  WESLEY  S  CHAPEL.  Epworth. 
Oxford.  Bristol,  other  Methodist  shnnes  Texas 
Conference  Wesley  Heritage  Tour  Nov  2-9.  $889 
from  Houston  Contact  Rev  Leonard  Negrin,  Box 
333.  Baytown.  Tex  77520. 


GOSPEL  MUSIC  CONCERT  Two  young  men  want 
to  share  Jesus'  love  with  your  church  through  ser¬ 
mon  and  song  For  more  information  contact  Jay 
Soper,  10902  West  101st  Te>-ace,  Lenexa,  Kans. 
66214  (913)888-8013 


FOR  SALE:  20  lightweight  wine-colored  choir  robes 
—  without  stoles  —  $15  each  (806)496-2942 


FOR  SALE:  1972  Dodge  bus.  bought  new  by  the 
church,  will  accommodate  40  adults  or  60  children, 
low  mileage  University  United  Methodist  Church. 
3501  Patrick.  Lake  Charles.  La.  70605 


during  the  author’s  lifetime.  Three  years 
after  its  publication  it  was  reprinted  by 
the  Puritan  colony  in  America— a  part  of 
the  literary  bond  which  has  united  the 
two  English-speaking  peoples  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic. 


Mr.  Holloway  is  a  free  lance  writer 
living  in  Wiltshire.  England. 


BEDFORD,  England  —  The  statue  of 
John  Bunyan,  whose  life  included  much 
controversy,  stands  serenely  on  the 
green  of  St.  Peter’s  here. 

BRITISH  TOURIST  AUTHORITY  PHOTOS 

Conference 
sues  to  keep 
institutions 

BOZEMAN,  Mont.  —  The  Yellowstone 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  gone  to  court  to  stop  the 
trustees  of  a  hospital  and  retirement 
home  from  separating  from  the 
conference. 

The  Bozeman  Deaconess  Foundation 
board  of  trustees  voted  10-3  on  May  15  to 
separate  from  the  Yellowstone 
conference.  This  action  would  remove 
both  the  Bozeman  Deaconess  Hospital 
and  the  Hillcrest  Retirement  Home  from 
control  of  the  conference. 

The  Yellowstone  Conference  Board  of 
Trustees  responded  by  filing  a  complaint 
against  the  10  trustees  who  voted  in  favor 
of  the  separation  on  May  17  in  the 
Eighteenth  District  Court  here.  District 
Judge  W.  W.  Lessley  signed  a  temporary 
restraining  order  and  scheduled  a  show- 
cause  hearing  for  June  26.  This  action 
prohibits  the  10  trustees  from  acting 
pending  the  outcome  of  the  June  26 
hearing.  The  three  remaining  trustees 
are  governing  the  foundation  in  the 
interim _ _ 

According  to  the  Yellowstone 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR,  the  May 
15  action  by  the  trustees  eliminates  the 
trust  clause  from  the  foundation  articles 
of  incorporation,  removes  all  reference 
to  the  “Book  of  Discipline"  of  the  UMC, 
strikes  all  requirements  for  United 
Methodist  representation  on  the  board 
and  removes  the  annual  conference  from 
nominating  and  electing  the  trustees. 

The  10  restrained  trustees  defend  their 
action  primarily  on  the  basis  of 
protecting  the  foundation’s  assets  from 
any  judgments  resulting  from  the 
Pacific  Homes  lawsuits  currently  taking 
place  in  California.  They  also  state  that 
they  are  only  doing  what  Billings 
Deaconess  Hospital  and  Montana 
Deaconess  Medical  Center  in  Great  Falls 
have  already  done. 

The  complaint  filed  by  the  conference 
argues  that  the  10  trustees  illegally 
violated  the  trust  placed  in  them  by  the 
conference.  It  requests  the  court  to  void 
the  trustees'  May  15  action,  declare  the 
trust  clause  to  be  binding,  permanently 
remove  the  10  trustees  from  office,  give 
possession  of  foundation  records  and 
assets  to  the  conference,  and  pay 
damages,  attorney  costs  and  other  costs 
to  the  conference. 

From  the  perspective  of  the 
conference,  three  issues  appear 
paramount:  protecting  the  sanctity  of 
the  trust  clause,  preserving  adequate 
accountability  and  maintaining  a  special 
connection  to  Hillcrest  Retirement 
Home. 


$52.4  million  challenge  issued 

Advance  ‘second-mile’ giving  projects  approved  for  1979-80 


TULSA  (UMC)  —  United  Methodists 
will  be  challenged  to  give  more  than  $52.4 
million  through  the  Advance  to  programs 
in  world  missions,  national  missions, 
relief  and  rehabilitation,  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  and  world  hunger 
in  1979  and  1980. 

Projects  in  the  U.S.  and  more  than  50 
other  countries  were  approved  by  the 
Advance  Committee  at  its  meeting  here 
last  month.  The  20-member  committee,  a 
unit  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
determines  policies  and  procedures  for 
Advance  Specials,  which  are  voluntary, 
"second  mile"  gifts  to  the  Christian 
mission  (the  "first  mile"  is  the 
apportioned  World  Service  Fund. ) 

The  Advance  Committee  approved 
2,234  projects  of  the  World  Division, 
National  Division  and  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  —  all  units  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Projects  approved  at  the  meeting  here, 
and  those  approved  previously  for  1979 
and  1980,  total  about  $26.2  million 
annually,  or  about  $52.4  million  for  the 
two  years.  Not  included  in  those  totals 
are  two  open-ended  UMCOR  projects,  for 
emergency  relief  and  world  hunger. 

The  largest  annual  amount  given  to  the 
Advance  was  in  1977  —  $16,696,997. 

"Do  you  know  the  magnitude  of  what 
you  are  responsible  for  in  missional 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

MEMPHIS  —  The  addition  of  two  black 
women  to  team  ministries  in  bi-racial 
communities  here  in  this  Southern  city 
—  one  on  the  college  campus,  the  other  in 
a  local  church  —  may  well  become  a 
model  for  the  Memphis  Annual 
Conference  and  other  areas,  say  some 
members  of  that  conference  where  the 
appointments  were  set  early  this  month. 

The  Rev.  Lenn  Harris  joined  an  all- 
white,  all-male  campus  ministry 
contingent  at  Memphis  State  University. 
And  the  Rev.  Marjorie  Gray  became  co¬ 
pastor  with  the  Rev.  Robert  Strickland, 
who  is  white,  at  Andrews  United 
Methodist  Church  in  a  transitional 
community  in  South  Memphis. 

Both  appointments  are  “intentional 
efforts  to  meet  the  needs  of  persons  in 
those  communities,”  said  Nashville  Area 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.,  who  made  the 
appointments. 

At  Memphis  State,  where  the  majority 
of  students  are  female  and  20  percent  are 
ethnic  minority  persons,  Ms.  Harris’ 
presence  as  associate  director  of  Wesley 
Foundation  will  be  invaluable  in 
identifying  and  meeting  the  needs  of 
students  still  unreached,  says  the  Rev 
Barry  Henson,  director. 

There  are  currently  eight  campus 
ministers  of  varying  denominations 
serving  the  MSU  community.  Ms. 
Harris’  appointment  will  also  make 
United  Methodism  the  only  denomination 
with  two  full-time  campus  ministers  at 
the  university. 

The  appointment  follows  a  self-study 
conducted  last  year  by  the  Wesley 
Foundation,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
general  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  Mr.  Henson  said.  It  is  being 
funded  this  year  with  $15,500  in  seed 
money  from  the  board.  Hopefully,  he 
said,  it  will  continue  in  future  years  with 
conference  support. 

At  Andrews  UMC,  the  bi-racial  team 
ministry  is  the  result  of  a  conference 
study  of  the  local  church  last  year  which 
determined  that  “if  Andrews  is  to  live,  it 
must  serve  the  community,"  says  the 
Rev.  Paul  Douglass,  superintendent  of 
the  Memphis-McKendree  District.  A 
previously  all-white  churcn  which  is  now 
65  percent  black,  the  church  has  steadily 
lost  members  in  the  past  10  years  as  the 
community  around  it  changed,  Mr. 
Douglass  told  TM/UMR. 

It  was  further  determined  that  a  team 
ministry  would  be  best  —  and  that  “if  the 
team  is  to  have  integrity,  it  must  be 
representative,”  he  said.  He  noted  that 
both  Mr.  Strickland,  then  sole  pastor  at 
Andrews,  and  the  congregation,  are 


giving?"  asked  the  Rev.  Ewing  T. 
Wayland,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  "You  should  know  that 
of  $67  million  received  in  general  church 
funds  last  year,  the  Advance  accounted 
for  23  percent." 

Many  categories  are  included  in  the 
approved  projects  in  the  U.S.,  Asia, 
Africa,  Latin  America,  the  Caribbean 
and  the  South  Pacific.  Among  them  are: 
church  extension,  community  centers  (71 
in  the  U.S.),  church  and  community 
work,  leadership  development, 
ministries  to  the  deaf  and  handicapped, 
ethnic  and  language  ministries,  child 
care,  mission  schools,  Bible  translation, 
home  and  family  life,  socio-economic 
development,  water  resources,  youth 
services  and  ministries,  community 
development,  student  work,  parsonages, 
salary  supplement,  agricultural  and 
rural  development,  hunger,  drama 
evangelism,  general  evangelism, 
counseling  service,  scholarships, 
Christian  literature  and  writers’ 
training,  human  rights,  lay  work, 
women’s  ministries  in  many  fields, 
clinics  and  hospitals,  theological 
education,  and  “Parish  Partners  U.S.A.” 
(relationships  between  majority 
churches  and  ethnic  minority  churches). 

At  a  dinner  meeting  of  mission  leaders 
from  the  area,  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines, 


"overwhelmingly  supportive”  of  the 
move.  He  hopes  such  team  ministries 
can  become  a  model  for  other 
congregations. 

Bishop  Hunt  told  TM/UMR  it  is 
important  to  be  "alert  to  situations 
where  there  is  a  strong  chance  of 
success”  for  bi-racial  ministries.  In 
many  congregations  such  a  move  would 
be  premature,  he  said,  but  increasing 
numbers  are  requesting  such 
appointments.  “Then  it’s  a  matter  of 
finding  the  right  person  for  the  place.” 


By  ELLEN  CHAHEY 

BOSTON  (UMC)  —  One  of  the  most 
unusual  ministries  in  United  Methodism 
must  surely  belong  to  the  Rev.  Cynthia 
Ann  Witman.  The  recent  seminary  grad¬ 
uate  just  completed  a  year’s  assignment 
as  a  Clinical  Pastotal  Education  intern 
on  the  staff  of  a  Catholic  church  in  South 
Boston,  Mass. 

Sts.  Peter  and  Paul  parish  caters  not 
only  to  South  Boston  families  and  their 
cousins  who  have  moved  to  the  suburbs, 
but  also  to  employees  of  the  nearby 
Gillette  Company  factory. 

Within  the  parish  boundaries  lies  one  of 
the  hardest-core  pockets  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  in  the  city— the  Boston  Housing 
Authority’s  D  Street  Project. 

Sixty  percent  of  the  residents  there 
receive  some  kind  of  public  assistance; 
80  percent  of  the  families  have  only  one 
parent  in  residence.  High  rates  of 
alcoholism  and  unwed  births  compound 
their  problems. 

But  the  pastoral  care  of  D  Street  is  Ms. 
Witman’s  primary  assignment. 

The  residents’  casual  acceptance  of  the 
Rev.  Cynthia  Witman,  United  Methodist 
deacon,  can  surface  in  a  hospitably 
offered  can  of  beer  —  though  she’ll  ask 
for  tea  or  water  instead.  The  can  of  beer 
symbolizes  the  world  of  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  pastor  and  her  parish.  But 
their  relationship  seems  to  thrive  on 
differences. 

For  one  thing,  both  sides  can  exchange 
Christian  religious  practices  that  their 
own  traditions  may  have  overlooked. 

"Take  the  Bible,”  Ms.  Witman 
explained.  "In  Roman  Catholic  tradition, 
it  is  holy,  something  the  priest  reads  to 
you.  I  have  given  Bibles  to  the  parish’s 
Divorced  Catholics  group,  and 
encouraged  them  to  read  for  themselves. 
In  return,  foey^  have  expanded  my 
understanding  of  prayer  in  daily  life,  and 
helped  me  to  be  aware  of  the  powerful 


UMCOR  general  secretary,  said 
although  the  church  is  "under  duress  in 
many  places  around  the  world  —  with  its 
back  to  the  wall  in  some  —  the  theme  for 
Christians  is  still  ‘Mission  Possible’.’’ 

He  said  Christians  must  remember 
four  things  about  mission  today.  First, 
“the  mission  is  not  ours;  it  is  Christ’s," 
he  declared.  "What  we  share  is  our 
joyous  knowledge  that  Jesus  Christ  is  our 
Lord  and  Savior;  when  we  seek  to  share 
that  good  news,  we  do  not  depend  upon 
our  own  resources.  The  living  Christ 
works  through  us." 

Second,  Dr.  Haines  said,  the  time  for 
mission  is  now.  The  special  urgency  of 
the  present  hour,  he  asserted,  is  that  "we 
live  in  that  century  which  more  than  any 
other  is  marked  by  social  earthquakes." 
He  listed  several  such  “social 
earthquakes"  —  racism,  ever-growing 
gaps  between  the  haves  and  have-nots, 
the  line  between  "our  technological 
skills"  and  our  capacity  for  directing 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
Officials  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod 
—  which  operate  more  than  half  of  the 
nearly  18,000  non-public  elementary  and 
secondary  schools  in  the  United  States  — 
have  reacted  enthusiastically  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  approval 
(June  1)  of  federal  income  tax  credits  for 
tuition-paying  parents. 

But  a  coalition  of  religious  groups  who 
opposed  the  measure  echoed  the 
response  of  Secretary  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare  Joseph  A. 
Califano  Jr.,  who  said:  "The  parochial 
schools  of  this  country  will  never  see  a 
dollar  of  the  unconstitutional  aid  because 
the  courts  will  invalidate  it.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews,  president  of  the  National 
Coalition  for  Public  Education  and 
Religious  Liberty  (PEARL),  argued  that 
tax  credits  would  benefit  those  needing 


influence  of  God  on  everyday  events. 

"Then  again,  in  United  Methodism  we 
have  a  strong  tradition  of  singing,  which 
I  can  share  here.  In  turn,  I  like  the 
Roman  Catholics’  strong  emphasis  on 
liturgy.” 

Although  the  heart  of  Roman  Catholic 
liturgy  is  the  Eucharist,  Ms.  Witman 
does  not  commune  at  Sts.  Peter  and 
Paul. 

"First,”  she  explained,  "it  would  upset 
some  parishioners  if  I  did.  Second,  I  don’t 
like  the  idea  of  having  to  ask  for  special 
permission  (from  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishop)  to  take  Communion.  And  third,  I 
can  feel  a  special  solidarity  with  the 
Divorced  Catholics  group,  many  of 
whom  don’t  go  to  the  altar.” 

Such  expressions  of  mutual  care  and 
trust  are  evident  between  this  young 
pastor  and  her  parishioners.  Yet  before 
her  entrance  into  Harvard  Divinity 
School  in  1974,  Ms.  Witman  had  never 
known  Roman  Catholics.  And  she  is  the 
first  Protestant  to  cross  many  a  South 
Boston  doorstep. 

In  a  number  of  her  pastoral 
relationships,  Ms.  Witman’s  difference  is 
her  strongest  point  in  South  Boston’s 
overwhelmingly  Catholic  environment. 

"Many  people  who  are  disenchanted 
with  their  church  seek  me  out  because 
they  feel  I  will  understand  them.  Though 
I  work  with  their  church,  they  see  me  as 
not  of  it.” 

Ms.  Witman  is  a  seventh  generation 
Methodist  minister,  and  she  said  all  her 
predecessors  have  prided  themselves  on 
being  "very  good  pastors.”  Her  great¬ 
grandfather,  George  Grose,  was  a  bishop 
in  China. 

Although  her  role  in  public  worship  at 
Sts.  Peter  and  Paul  is  far  more  limited 
than  her  pastoral  duties,  Ms.  Witman 
does  participate  weekly.  She  reads 
scripture  lessons  at  Sunday  Mass,  and 
plays  recorder  and  flute  duets  with  her 


them  as  we  should. 

Third,  said  Dr.  Haines,  the  “place  for 
mission  is  here.  The  idea  is  at  long  last 
dying  that  Europe  and  the  United  States 
are  Christian  countries  sending 
missionaries  to  non-Christian  countries. 
It  has  taken  an  incredible  amount  of 
racism,  facism,  nazism,  communism, 
genocide  and  war  to  rid  ourselves  of  that 
idea.  We  can  thank  God  for  powerful 
Christian  influences  within  our  nations 
and  that  these  influences  are  felt  to  some 
degree  throughout  the  world.  Wherever 
we  are  is  our  place  of  mission.” 

Fourth,  "the  power  is  God’s,”  Dr. 
Haines  declared.  “It  is  only  his  power 
that  can  shake  the  earth  or  heal  a  broken Y 
heart;  that  can  move  mountains  or  save 
us  from  evil;  that  can  make  us  victors 
over  our  fears  and  doubts,  triumphant 
over  our  temptations  and  self- 
consciousness,  until  even  you  and  I  are 
made  fruitful  missionaries  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 


‘We’re  all  children  of  God’ 

UM  minister  serves  Catholic  parish 


aid  the  least  —  the  upper  and  middle 
class  —  and  would  damage  the  nation’s 
public  school  system. 

The  Rev.  Andrew  L.  Gunn,  PEARL 
board  member  and  executive  director  of 
Americans  United  for  the  Separation  of 
Church  and  State,  said  that  the  House  bill 
would  cause  "incalculable  damage  to 
public  schools  and  tax  all  Americans  to 
support  the  fragmentation  of  our 
children  and  our  society.” 

Members  of  PEARL  include  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affairs,  the  American  Jewish  Congress, 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and 
Americans  United  for  the  Separation  of 
Church  and  State. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches, 
representing  31  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
religious  bodies,  also  has  opposed  tax 
credit  proposals.  The  UM  Council  of 
Bishops  took  a  similar  stand  this  spring. 


husband,  Thomas  Sibley.  She  has 
preached  once,  on  Church  Unity  Sunday. 

But  she  added,  “I  find  regular  United 
Methodist  worship  essential  to  my 
spiritual  life,  and  I  anticipate  that  within 
it  I  will  find  the  kind  of  flexibility  I  will 
need  as  I  develop  my  ministry.  I  need  the 
energy  of  U  nited  Methodism .  ’  ’ 

This  month  Ms.  Witman  receives  a 
pastoral  appointment  in  the  Minnesota 
conference,  of  which  she  is  a 
probationary  member.  She  said  she  looks 
forward  to  having  her  own  parish  and 
has  a  clear  idea  of  what  she  will  bring  to 
it  from  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  South  Boston. 

“Ecumenism !  I  want  to  demonstrate  it 
to  the  people  and  make  it  part  of  their 
heritage.  I  want  to  stress  the  priesthood 
of  all  believers,  that  we  are  all  children 
of  God.  ” 

Ms.  Chahey  is  editorial  assistant  of 
Zion’s  Herald,  an  independent  New 
England  United  Methodist  monthly 
newspaper. 


Union  College 

is  interested  in  enrolling  bright,  en¬ 
thusiastic,  young  United  Methodist 
men  and  women. 

Our  academics  are  strong,  our 
student  body  is  active,  our  campus 
is  lovely,  and  our  atmosphere  is 
Christian.  Also,  our  cost  is  reason¬ 
able. 

We  may  be  what  you  are  looking 
for. 

For  further  information  contact: 
Director  of  Admissions 
Union  College 
Barbourville,  KY  40906 


Bi-racial  ministries 
launched  in  Memphis 


Tuition  tax  measure 
draws  mixed  response 
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A  consistent  record  of  high  quality  Christian  literature. 


LOVE  AND  SEX  ARE  NOT  ENOUGH 

by  Charles  P.  DeSanto 

Written  to  provoke  young  people  to  think  seriously 
about  the  entire  dating,  mate  selection  and  courtship 
process.  The  author  reviews  the  enduring  qualities 
and  guidelines  that  have  stood  the  test  of  time. 

Paper,  $3.96. 

ETHICS  IN  BUSINESS  ANDLABOR 
by  J.  Daniel  Hess 

A  discussion  of  principles  for  activities  in  business 
and  labor.  Emphasizes  that  the  spirit  of  God  presents 
wholeness;  when  we  in  business  or  labor  live  in  the 
spirit  of  God,  we  are  at  one  with  each  other. 

Paper,  $2.95. 

MARRIAGE  IN  TODAY'S  WORLD 
by  H.  Clair  Amstutz,  MD 

An  extremely  informative  book  on  the  nature  of 
human  sexuality,  marriage,  and  family.  It  examines 
the  history  of  marriage  and  the  discoveries  of  science 
and  the  evidence  shows  a  clear  alternative  to  many 
of  the  values  of  today. 

Paper,  $4.95. 


DIVORCE  AND  THE  FAITHFUL  CHURCH 

by  G.  Edwin  Bontrager 

For  the  congregation  attempting  to  unravel  the 
snarled  issues  surrounding  marriage,  divorce,  and  re¬ 
marriage. This  book  deals  with  the  crucial  importance 
of  the  binding  and  loosing  within  the  body  of  Christ. 
Hard,  $7.95;  Paper,  $4.95. 

TELL  ME  ABOUT  DEATH,  MOMMY 

by  Janette  Klopfenstein 

“Nothing  can  prepare  a  child  for  the  emotional  lots 
of  separation  from  someone  he  loves.  However,  by 
giving  the  child  some  basic  concepts  and  some  under¬ 
standing,  and  by  understanding  his  needs  and  problems, 
we  can  lessen  the  trauma  and  help  him  better  cope  with 
death."  -  From  the  author 
Paper,  $1 .75. 

WHEN  YOU  DON'T  AGREE 

by  James  G.  T.  Fairfield 

A  guide  for  resolving  personal  conflict  in  marriage, 
family,  community,  and  work  relationships.  How  to 
handle  conflict  with  the  least  amount  of  strain  on  re¬ 
lationships  while  achieving  personal  growth. 

Paper,  $2.95. 
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Centenary  College:  a  victory  won, 
a  continuing  financial  need 


An  Editorial  Statement  by  Ray  Branton 

The  $450,000  special  asking  for  Centenary  College,  has  been  paid  in 
full,  and  probably  will  be  slightly  exceeded  by  the  time  all  monies 
pledged  have  been  received  by  the  Conference  treasurer.  This  victory 
culminates  an  effort  begun  last  September  10,  when  the  Conference 
voted  to  raise  $450,000  between  January  1, 1978  and  May  15, 1978. 

This  contribution  from  the  churches,  and  additional  money  raised  by 
President  Webb,  enabled  Centenary  to  achieve  a  balanced  budget  for 
the  first  time  in  many  years. 

A  balanced  budget,  however,  will  be  harder  to  achieve  in  1978-79, 
because  Centenary  will  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  $450,000  special 
asking  in  the  new  budget  year.  Substantial  operating  economies  have 
been  achieved  at  the  college,  but  a  significant  amount  of  money  will 
have  to  be  raised  above  and  beyond  anticipated  income.  Sources  of 
income  include  regular  contributions  by  return  from  churches  and 


individuals,  tuition  and  the  school’s  endowment. 

Especially  important  is  the  regular  Centenary  asking  in  the  budget  of 
each  local  church.  Currently,  although  the  calendar  year  is  almost  half 
gone,  only  3%  of  this  asking  has  been  paid.  Moreover,  although  the 
conference  voted  to  raise  the  Centenary  asking  from  $200,000  to  $300,000, 
this  new  asking  now  needs  to  be  paid  with  the  same  degree  of** 
faithfulness  that  we  paid  the  special  asking. 

In  short,  the  $450,000  which  has  been  raised  is  a  victory,  but  the 
triumph  will  be  hollow,  indeed,  if  we  let  down  our  guard  and  fail  to 
follow  through.  Centenary  's  financial  need  is  not  solved,  it  is  only  on  the 
way  toward  being  solved.  Even  if  every  church  pays  its  regular 
Centenary  asking  in  full  this  year,  Dr.  Webb  and  the  development  staff 
at  Centenary  will  still  have  to  raise  substantial  amounts  of  additional 
money.  At  best,  Centenary’s;  task  is  still  monumental.  With  our 
continuing  help,  we  can  make  that  task  achievable.  We  have  now  taken 
the  first  step.  The  rest  of  the  journey  lies  before  us. 


The  Centenary  College  Gold  Dome 
for  the  1978  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
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1978  Conference  Schools  of  Missions 
Centenary  College  July  18-21;  21-23 

Studies  and  Leaders 


,  Dean  Nancy  M. 
Carruth  announces 
the  theme  to  be 
“ The  People  of  God 
—A  Covenant  Com¬ 
munity" 


Several  new  features  will  be  included 
in  the  program  this  year.  School  No.  1 
will  have  a  fun  night  led  by  Dr.  Ernestine 
Clard,  Clytie  Perry  and  Elise  Shoemaker 
(Mrs.  Robert). 

Mrs.  Shoemaker,  Conway,  Ark.  is  the 
music  and  Worship  Coordinator  for  the 
school.  Those  interested  in  participating 
as  resource  persons  to  assist  Mrs. 
Shoemaker  write  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock, 
3744  Ridgetop  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
20809^  _ 

"Registration  Form 

Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women 
School  of  Christian  Mission 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport, 

Louisiana 

Check  school  attending: 

School  No.  1,  July  18-21, 1978  (  ) 

School  No.  2,  July  21-23, 1978  (  ) 

Name_ - - - - 


The  Book  of  Revelation  Covenant  Living 


Church  _ District - 

Office  held - 

Staying  on  campus  (  )  No(  ) 

Telephone  No.,  if  not  staying 
#n  campus 


First  time  at  school  (  ) 


Class  Enrollment 

Check  School  Attending : 

School  No.  1,  July  18-21, 1978  (  ) 

School  No.  2,  July  21-23, 1978  (  ) 


Name_ 


Address  _ 


Zip 


Church  _ District - 

Day  and  Time  arriving  - 

(  )  Please  check  if  first  floor 
accomodations  needed  because  of  a 
physical  disability. 

Name  of  roommate  requested  _ 

Confirm  with  the  person  you  name. 

To  be  filled  in  by  Housing  chairman: 
James  Dormitory  Room  No. _ 


Housing 

Check  school  attending : 

School  No.  1,  July  18-21, 1978  (  ) 
School  No.  2,  July  21-23, 1978  (  ) 
Name _ 


Address  _ 


You  must  have  this  enrollment  card  to  be 
admitted  to  class.  It  will  be  at  the  desk  of 
the  Registrar,  James  Dormitory,  for 
you.  The  class  enrollment  cuts  off  at  30. 
Register  early.  Check  one  of  the  studies 
listed  below  that  you  wish  to  take.  The 
study  “Revelations”  will  be  presented  to 
everyone. 

Choose  one : 

Contemporary  China  (  ) 

Covenant  Living  (  ) 

Do  you  plan  to  teach  this  study?  Yes  (  ) 
No.  (  ) 

To  be  filled  in  by  Registrar: 

Teacher  - - 


Room  No. _ 


Building 


James  Dormitory  Room  No. - 

Mail  with  check  made  out  to: 

Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women 
To:  Mrs.  Joe  Rountree 
P.O.  Box 287 
Marion,  Louisiana  71260 
Registration  Fee: 

$  7.50  School  1  or  2 

$10.00  if  attending  both  schools 

$  2.50  for  one  day 

Refunds  for  cancellation  allowed  up  to 
July  3.  Payment  for  housing  and  meals 
will  be  made  when  you  check  in  at  James 
DomjtojjJm^sdicwl^  _________ 


Dr.  Lindsey  P. 
Pherigo,  a  profes¬ 
sor  of  New  Testa¬ 
ment  and  Early 
Church  History,  St. 
Paul  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  Kansas  City, 
will  present  this 
study  to  everyone. 


The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  examine 
Revelation  in  the  cultural  and  religious 
context  from  which  it  came  and  to  relate 
Revelation’s  content  to  contemporary 
culture  and  religion.  It  will  explore  the 
possibilities  of  what  John  was  saying  to 
the  Christians  of  his  day  and  will  show 
how  John’s  message  is  still  relevant  for 
Christians  today. 

Doctor  Pherigo,  a  native  of  Miami, 
Fla.,  was  educated  at  the  University  of 
Florida,  Boston  University  (Seminary 
and  Graduate  School),  and  in  Oxford, 
England. 

Contemporary  China 

Purpose  of  this  study  is  to  explore  the 
significance  of  the  China  event  in  light  of 
the  Christian  gospel  and  its  concern  for 
human  welfare.  Leaders  will  direct 
participants  in  developing  Christian 
attitudes  toward  the  new  China  and  its 
people  by  trying  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  Chinese  Revolution. 

Three  leaders  will  teach  this  study: 
Ernestine  O.  Gray 

Ernestine  O.  Gray 
Clark,  St.  Andrews 
UMC,  Ft.  Worth, 
has  taught  school  in 
Ft.  Worth  for  30 

, _ ^  years.  She  is  now  a 

vocational  coun¬ 
selor.  Dr.  Clark  was 
educated  at  Prarie 
View  University, 
Texas;  Teacher’s 
College  of  Columbia  University;  and 
Texas  Woman’s  University.  She  has  held 
numerous  positions  in  the  Central  Texas 
Conference,  including  Coordinator  of 
Global  Concerns,  secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Status  and  Role  of  Women, 
Chairperson  Ecumenical  Affairs,  and 
UMW  offices. 

Barbara  Camp¬ 
bell,  New  York  City, 
is  Assistant  General 
Secretary  in  Admin¬ 
istration,  Women’s 
Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Miss 
Campbell  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Illinois,  and 
was  educated  at  McKendree  College  and 
Scarritt.  She  has  been  with  the  Women’s 
Division  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is 
well  known  for  her  outstanding  book, 
‘‘United  Methodist  Women:  In  The 
Middle  of  Tomorrow .  ’  ’ 

Mark  Sheldon, 
also  a  native  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  is  presently  a 
seminar  designer 
for  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Seminars  on 
National  and  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs  at 
the  Church  Center 
for  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  in  New  York 

Mr.  Sheldon  has  studied  and  worked  in 
Hawaii,  with  emphasis  in  international 
relations  and  Chinese  studies. 

In  1975,  he  visited  China  as  part  of  an 
eastern  region  US-China  People's 
Friendship  Association  study  tour.  In 
1977  he  again  visited  the  People’s 
Republic  as  leader  of  a  nationally 
sponsored  USCPFA  tour  of  Community 
leaders.  _ 


in  Times  of  Change 

The  purpose  of  the  study  is  to  help 
understand  the  characteristics  of  the 
new  age  which  is  being  born;  to  identify 
with  those  who  have  been  in  similar 
positions  in  the  Biblical  period  learning 
from  covenant  relationship;  and  on  these 
bases  to  make  a  commitment  to 
ourselves  to  renewal  and  participation  as 
God’s  covenant  people. 

This  study  will  provide  much  Christian 
reflection,  exploration  and  understand¬ 
ing. 

Mrs.  George  W. 
j  (Estelle)  Dameron, 
j  First  UMC,  Pine- 
« ,  ville,  a  former 
President  of  the 
Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Women’s  So¬ 
ciety  of  Christian 
'l‘|i  Service,  and  a 
1 ■£  member  of  the  for¬ 
mer  General  Board  of  Missions,  will  be 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  “covenant” 
study.  Mrs.  Dameron,  a  native  of  Baton 
Rouge,  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  State 
University,  studied  at  Scarritt  College 
and  at  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology, 
Denver. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  N. 

Thomas,  presently 
Baton  Rouge-La- 
fayette  District  Co¬ 
ordinator  of  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Ministries, 
is  a  retired  coun¬ 
selor  from  East 
Baton  Rouge 
Parish  School 
Board.  She  receiv¬ 
ed  degrees  from  Dillard  University, 
Xavier  University,  University  of  Illinois, 
University  of  California,  and  Louisiana 
State  University.  Mrs.  Thomas  served 
two  terms  as  Dean  of  our  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Mission,  and  was 
Chairperson  of  the  1977  Annual  Meeting 
Program  of  the  Conference  UMW. 

Mrs.  J.  Woodrow 
(Anne)  Hearn, 
First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  is  a  native 
Texan.  She  receiv¬ 
ed  her  college  edu¬ 
cation  at  Louisiana 
Polytechnic  Insti¬ 
tute,  Centenary 
College,  McNeese 
State  University,  and  Boston  University. 
Mrs.  Hearne  is  a  certified  teacher  of 
social  studies,  has  completed  work  for 
Certified  Adult  Laboratory  Instructor 
(United  Methodist),  is  an  Adult  Church 
School  Teacher.  She  taught  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  School  of  Missions  in  1968. 

Clarence  G. 

(Jerry)  Fuller  is 
well  known  for  his 
Campus  Ministry 
work  at  UNO  and 
SUNO  for  the  past 
six  years.  Jerry  is  a 
native  of  DeRidder, 
received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Northwest¬ 
ern  State,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  and  at  the  University 
of  New  Orleans. 

Rev.  Fuller  has  served  as  a  minister 
and  associate  minister  in  a  number  of 
Conference  appointments.  He  was 
Director  of  Music  and  Education  of  First 
UMC,  New  Iberia,  and  was  a  music 
teacher  in  the  public  school  of  Winn 
Parish  for  two  years. 

Jerry’s  expertise  in  the  campus 
ministry  will  be  reflected  in  his 
contributions  to  the  ‘‘Covenant 
Living.  .  .’’study. 


Foundation  Investment 
Committee  to  Invest 
Conference  Funds 

On  recommendation  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
and  by  vote  of  the  recent  session  of  the  Annual  Conference,  the  Investment 
Committee  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  is  to  become  the  agent 
of  the  Conference  for  the  investment  of  its  permanent  and  current  funds. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  also  suggested  that  other 
Conference  agencies,  institutions  and  local  churches  consider  the  Investment 
Committee  of  the  Foundation  as  an  efficient  and  profitable  means  of  handling  their 
surplus  and  invested  funds. 

The  Board  of  Pensions  of  the  Conference  likewise  requested  the  Investment 
Committee  of  the  Foundation  to  become  the  trustee  of  their  funds  for  investment 
purposes. 

Annual  Conference  funds  are  not  be  confused  with  the  permanent  assets  of  the 
Foundation.  The  Investment  Committee  of  the  Foundation  is  merely  acting  as  a 
trustee  of  all  Conference  funds  for  the  purpose  of  investment  as  a  service  to  the 
Conference. 

At  the  request  of  the  Conference,  Dr.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.,  Conference 
Treasurer  and  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  Chairman  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  were  made  members  of  the  Investment  Committee  of  the 
Foundation.  Other  members  of  the  Investment  Committee  are  Chairman,  John 
Wagnon,  the  Trust  Officer  of  the  Rapides  Bank  in  Alexandria ;  Vice  Chairman,  Hugh 
Watson,  President  of  First  National  Bank,  Shreveport;  Haynes  L.  Harkey,  an 
attorney  of  Monroe;  Wayne  Gilson,  President  of  the  First  Federal  Savings  and  Loan 
in  Opelousas;  J.  B.  Stafford,  investor  and  real  estate  developer  of  Ponchatoula  ,  and 
Shelby  Smith*  owner  of  the  .Chateau  Motel,  Shreveport.  The  ex-officio  members  of 
the  committee  are  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Clyde  S.  Clark,  Executive 
Director  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana. 


was  transformed  into  an  impressive 
United  Methodist  Conference  Center 
with  some  fifty  banners  made  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women  from  all 
sections  of  Louisiana.  These  30’  banners 
individually  represented  much  artistic 
design  as  each  one  told  a  message  of 
Christian  Faith. 

The  tables  covered  with  deep  red 
cloths  were  a  new  feature  provided  for 
the  delegates  on  the  main  floor.  The 
anchor  cross  used  earlier  as  the 
inauguration  symbol  in  December  when 
President  Don  Webb  was  inaugurated  as 
the  33rd  president  of  Centenary.  This 
special  cross  based  on  Hebrews  6:19 
served  as  the  focal  point  on  the  platform. 
The  banners,  tables  and  the  cross 
changed  the  athletic  facility  into  a 
worshipful  setting. 

News  briefs 

The  Ross  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans-Houma,  will  observe  their 
115th  Anniversary,  June  25  at  2:00  p.m. 
and  invites  you  to  join  in  the  celebration 
with  Rev.  D.  D.  Barrie,  pastor,  Bishop  J 
Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Dr.  Alfred  L 
Norris,  District  Superintendent. 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC  will  present  the 
Youth  Choir  of  the  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Jesup,  Sunday,  June  25  at 
10:50  a.m.  This  musical  organization  is 
composed  of  young  people  in  the  eighth 
mrough  the  twelfth  grades.  Each 
member  is  a  fine  example  of  the 
Christian  spirit. 

The  Jesup  First  United  Methodist 
Church  has  for  many  years  had  a  large 
progressive  program  of  music.  It 
established  one  of  the  first  graded-choir 
programs  in  Georgia.  This  program  has 
seven  choral  groups,  a  drama  group,  and 
three  handbell  ensembles.  Rev.  Keith  F. 
Taylor  is  Minister  of  Music  at  Jesup. 

One  of  the  music  department’s  bell 
choirs  ( the  Charles  Wesley  Ringers )  was 
featured  in  a  performance  at  New  York 
City’s  Carnegie  Hall  in  the  summer  of 
1977. 


Around  the  Conference 


‘The  Gospel  from  a  wheel  chair’  is 
what  it  was  like  at  Grace  UMC  New 
Orleans-Slidell  District,  on  Sunday 
morning  June  18,  when  the  Rev.  H.B.F. 
Charles,  a  98  year  old  retired  minister, 
brought  the  message. 

A  double  amputee,  Brother  Charles  is 
still  of  strong  voice  and  blessed  with 
tremendous  recall,  able  to  draw  upon  his 
long  years  of  experience  and  bring  a 
message  of  hope  and  goodwill.  He  is  a 
witness  of  the  goodness  of  God  despite  his 
condition. 

Twice  a  District  Superintendent  both  in 
Delaware  and  Louisiana,  Rev.  Charles 
held  such  New  Orleans  churches  as 
Haven,  Gretna,  LaHarpe,  Philip 
Memorial,  Peck,  St.  Matthew  and  Shaw 
Temple. 

When  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  last 
visited  with  Brother  Charles,  he  gave 
him  a  card,  and  directed  that  he  call  him 
if  there  should  be  any  time  of  need. 
Instead  of  developing  needs  Brother 
Charles  seems  stronger  in  his  initial 
calling  and  is  still  sharing  his  ministry. 
Dr.  Robert  Harrington  is  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Dorothy  McGowen  pastor, 
consecrated  a  beautiful  memorial  gift  to 
the  Montgomery  UMC,  Alexandria 
District  on  May  21st.  The  matched  pair  of 
7-branched  brass  candelabra  will  serve 
as  a  memorial  to  deceased  members 
Miss  Kathleen  Teddlie,  Mrs.  Ruby  Ward, 
Miss  Mattie  Taunton,  and  Mrs.  Joy 
Hickman. 

Representing  the  family  and  friends  of 
these  deceased  members  were  Mrs. 
Melvin  Hall,  Mrs.  Herschell  Hughes  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Ward.  Other  family 
members  in  attendance  were  Mrs. 
Mattie  Woodward  of  Natchitoches,  Mr. 
Loyd  J.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Lou  Alice 
Nunnally  and  Mrs.  Pauline  Ward.  Also 
present  were  a  number  of  contributing 
friends  who  helped  make  the  gift  a 
reality. 

Accepting  the  gift  on  behalf  of  the 
church  was  Mr.  Ward,  Chairman  of  the 
Official  Board. 

Mrs.  Irene  T.  Reed,  widow  of  the  late 
Rev.  S.  G.  Reed  of  former  Conference  B, 
member  of  Williams  UMC,  has  traveled 
extensively.  She  recently  shared  her 
“Holy  Land  Experiences"  with  a  Bible 
Class  of  Dillard  University,  taught  by  the 
Chaplain,  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris.  It  was 
most  interesting  and  informative.  The 
experiences  related  to  the  New 
Testament  Studies  of  the  “Life  and 
Ministry  of  Jesus."  The  presentation 
presented  a  challenge  to  the  Students  to 
go  further  in  Depth  Bible  Study. 


Eugene  Kimble  is  Pastor.  Elected  officers 
are;  President  -  Mrs.  Georgia  Tullos; 
Vice-President  Mrs.  Emma  Jean 
Richardson;  Secretary-Treasurer  -  Mrs. 
Ruby  Brown  and  Programs  Resources  - 
Mrs.  JoanGrigg. 

At  the  morning  service  on  June  4,  1978 
these  officers  were  installed  by  District 
President  Helen  Owen. 

May  God  bless  these  ladies  in  all  their 
work.  _ 

The  First  Street  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
celebrated  its  145th  Church  Anniversary 
with  a  special  service  Sunday,  May  28, 
1978.  Bishop  Noah  W.  Moore,  Jr.,  retired, 
of  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey  preached. 

This  was  a  dual  celebration  because 
First  Street  has  been  designated  a 
Historic  Landmark  by  the  Historic 
Landmarks’  Commission  of  New 
Orleans.  This  is  the  first  black  church  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  be  so 
designated  by  this  commission.  The 
membership  is  proud  of  this  distinction. 
The  Historic  Landmarks’  Commission 
affixed  a  plaque  to  a  wall  of  the  church 
designating  it  a  historic  landmark. 

Participating  in  the  services,  along 
with  the  Reverend  Abraham  E.  Davis, 
pastor,  and  Allen  L.  Brown,  Chairman 
of  the  celebration,  were  conference  and 
district  officers  and  City  Officials. 

The  Alexandria  District  Parsonettes 
had  an  active  and  interesting  year  with 
six  well  attended  programs.  Special 
highlights  of  the  year  were  a  salad 
luncheon  at  Asbury  UMC  Natchitoches  in 
the  fall;  a  fun  gift  exchange  of  white 
elephants  at  Christmas;  and  a  visit  to 
beautiful  Hodges  Gardens  in  April.  The 
year  culminated  with  a  “kitchen 
shower”  for  Camp  Brewer  in  May. 

These  meetings  were  planned  by  the 
leaders  President,  Jacqueline  Campbell; 
Vice  President,  LuAn  McLaurin; 
Secretary;  Freida  Averett;  Treasurer, 
Peggy  Johns;  Courtesies,  Billie  Jean 
Alfred;  Yearbook,  Elsie  Cain. 


“Bro.  Don  Risinger  Day” 
Observed  At  DeQuincy  UMC 

The  day  began  at  the  11:00  a.m. 
worship  service  with  Brother  Don 
preaching.  Donald  Risinger,  Jr.  sang  a 
solo  accompanied  on  the  organ  by  his 
sister,  Dorothy  Ann  Gremillion.  A 
corsage  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Risinger 
and  a  plaque  to  Brother  Don  inscribed 
“Rev.  Don  Risinger,  in  commemora¬ 
tion”  of  51  years  of  service  in  the 
ministry  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
This  51  years  started  when  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  at  age  17. 

All  three  of  the  Risinger  children,  their 
families  and  many  friends,  were  present. 

People  in  the  picture  are:  Donnie 
Hines,  Lay  Leader,  presenting  the 
plaque  to  Bro.  Don  with  Rev.  Byrd  L. 
Terry,  Pastor  looking  on. 


The  thirty  four  member  Wesley  Tour 
Choir  of  the  United  Methodist  Campus 
Ministry  of  Northern  Illinois  University, 
presented  a  special  service  at  the  Kenner 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  service 
was  entitled  “One  Good  Turn.  " 

The  choir  program  was  the  first  of  a 
four  night  program  that  included  a 
healing  service,  Holy  Communion  and  a 
Service  of  Crucifixion  according  to  the 
pastor.JRev.  Brady  Forman. 


Have  you  moved? 


Monroe  District  -  There  is  good  news 
from  the  Monroe  District  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  On  May  15,  1978,  a 
brand  new  unit  was  formed  at  Hebert 
United  Methodist  Church  where  Rev. 


ATTENTION:  MINISTERS,  RE¬ 
TIRED  MINISTERS  AND  OTHERS 
WHO  HAVE  OR  WHO  MAY  BE 
MOVING  THIS  TIME  OF  YEAR. 

Please  send  your  change  of 
address  to  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist,  Box  4325,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana,  71104  rather  than  to  the 
Dallas  office.  This  practice  will 
guarantee  more  efficient  service 


and  will  enable  us  to  keep  better 
circulation  records. 

Also,  please  send  address 
corrections  as  soon  as  you  know 
them.  It  costs  LUM  25  cents  each  for 
the  Postal  service  to  supply  these  to 


Thank  you, 

Frances  Pearce,  News  Editor 
Connie  Mitchell,  Circulation 
Secretary 
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Tax-revolt  presents  questions 


we  need  to  answer  as  Christians 


With  the  passage  of  "Proposition  13"  in 
California  and  the  likely  sprouting  of 
similar  tax-protest  movements  in  many 
other  states,  predictions  of  a  nationwide 
tax  revolt"  are  being  made 
Charges  and  counter-charges  are 
flying  Irom  all  directions:  "We  are  being 
axed  to  death  by  wasteful  government," 
one  side  says.  "Drastic  tax  cuts  will 
boomerang  and  eventually  hurt 
everyone,"  the  other  side  warns. 

Amid  all  the  emotion,  it  is  difficult  to 
sort  out  the  real  issues. 

Two  basic  truths,  however,  seem 
evident:  (1)  There  is  waste  in 
government  budgets  and  taxpayers  are 
"fed-up"  with  paying  for  that  waste.  (2) 
While  "Proposition  13"  may  have  been 
an  excellent  way  to  "send  a  message"  to 
state  and  federal  bureaucrats,  as  public 
policy  it  is  a  disaster.  Through  it  the 
voters  have  vented  their  wrath  on  their 
school  systems  and  city/county 
governments  —  the  level  of  government 
least  guilty  of  maintaining  "fat  and 
frills'  —  and  have  left  untouched  the 
state  and  federal  levels. 

So  what  does  all  this  have  to  do  with 
Christianity? 

We  believe  that  if  a  "tax  revolt"  is 
about  to  sweep  the  nation  as  predicted. 
Christians  have  a  significant 
contribution  to  make  in  setting  the  real 
issue  in  perspective.  We  see  those  issues 
to  be. 

•  What  is  our  moral  responsibility  in 
paying  taxes?  The  pervading  objective  of 
taxation  in  America  is  to  promote  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people  Insofar  as 
taxes  accomplish  this,  they  deserve  the 
support  of  Christian  citizens.  Christ  s 
call  for  Christians  to  serve  others  and  be 
their  "brother’s  keeper”  fits  well  into  a 
system  of  taxation  which  works  with 
equity  and  uniformity.  It  is  hard  to 
defend  on  Christian  principles  any  tax 
protest  based  on  self-centeredness  rather 
than  sharing  in  love. 


•  It  is  our  moral  responsibility  to 
monitor  the  way  our  tax  money  is  spent 
and  to  seek  to  influence  our  nation's 
policy  toward  better  use  of  those  funds. 
The  Christian  call  for  stewardship  of 
resources  does  not  end  when  tax  money 
is  sealed  in  an  envelope  and  mailed  to  the 
tax  collector.  Abuse  of  lax  funds  is  not  an 
over-night  phenomenon  and  cannot 
realistically  be  cured  by  a  panacea  vote 
ol  the  people  for  a  property  tax  ceiling. 
Stewardship  demands  that  Christians 
keep  themselves  informed  as  much  as 
possible,  both  individually  and  through 
supporting  national  church  agencies,  in 
their  efforts  to  keep  abreast  of  what  tax 
money  is  being  used  for.  Our  corporate 
eflorts  as  a  church  to  "watchdog" 
government  through  •  our  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  other  national 
agencies  are  vitally  important  and  need 
our  prodding  and  backing. 

•  We  have  a  responsibility  to  examine 
the  effects  and  purposes  behind  any  tax 
rev  olt.  We  should  make  judgments  about 
their  validity  within  the  total  perspective 
of  our  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
rather  than  solely  on  the  basis  of  what  it 
will  mean  to  our  individual  purses.  Who 
will  such  a  revolt  hurt?  Who  will  it  help? 
A  tax  revolt  that  puts  money  back  in  our 
pockets  at  the  expense  of  the  needy,  the 
education  of  our  youth  and  compassion 
for  the  downtrodden  is  hardly  a  Christian 
cause.  At  the  same  time,  participation  in 
a  revolt  to  end  abuse  by  government  and 
in  the  name  of  Christian  stewardship  is 
morally  justified. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  and 
Christians  everywhere  to  study 
"Proposition  13"  with  these  and  other 
questions  in  mind  before  joining  any  "pie 
in  the  sky  "  tax  revolt. 

The  issues  on  the  emotional  cutting 
edge  of  the  revolt  are  real,  but  the  cure 
being  offered  so  far  seems  worse  than  the 
ailment. 


Mr.  Solzhenitsyn’s  analysis  solid 


Hisses  of  disagreement  mingled  with 
the  applause  as  Soviet  dissident 
Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  recently 
delivered  his  first  major  address  since 
1975,  speaking  to  the  graduating  class  at 
Harvard  University. 

His  theme  was  not  the  political  and 
social  oppression  which  led  to  his  exile 
from  the  Union  of  Soviet'  Socialist 
Republics  but  what  he  referred  to  as  the 
"spiritual  exhaustion"  of  the  United 
States  and  other  Western  nations. 

He  told  the  audience  of  15.000  persons 
assembled  in  Harvard  Yard  that  he  could 
not  "recommend  your  society  as  an  ideal 
for  the  transformation”of  the  USSR,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  he  finds  even  less  to 
recommend  the  Soviet  system  as  a  model 
for  any  nation. 

He  rapped  America's  lack  of  moral 
leadership  in  the  world  and  bemoaned 
what  he  said  is  our  "loss  of  the  concept  of 
a  Supreme  Complete  Entity  which  used 
to  restrain  our  passions  and  our 
irresponsibility." 

Mr.  Solzhenitsyn  labeled  the  American 
moral  climate  as  being  one  of  cowardice 
in  which  spiritual  life  is  suffocated  by 
materialism,  greed  and  self- 
centeredness  no  less  than  spiritual  life  in 
Russia  is  stifled  by  the  political  state. 

Such  charges  are  heavy  for  most  of  us 
to  bear.  As  the  hisses  indicated,  he  had 
hit  a  nerve.  But  can  any  of  us  objectively 
look  at  American  society  today  and  say 
he  is  wrong? 

l’he  most  we  can  do  is  hiss  in  our 
embarrassment  that  he  has  exposed  a 
truth  many  of  us  would  like  to  rationalize 
our  way  out  of.  The  truth  —  which 
"makes  us  free"  —  is  not  always  easy  to 
accept. 

For  Christians,  the  charges  are  even 
more  devastating. 


While  much  of  the  world  claims  to 
recognize  no  divinely  inspired  moral 
imperatives,  we  profess  to  be  a  nation 
"under  God."  Yet,  even  with  a  majority 
of  our  citizens  professing  a  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  Christians  today  often  reflect  the 
nation’s  "spiritual  exhaustion"  rather 
than  prodding  the  nation’s  citizens  to 
renew  their  faith  in  God. 

We  hope  Mr.  Solzhenitsyn’s  comments 
will  be  heard,  both  inside  and  outside  of 
the  religious  community,  not  as  a  blanket 
condemnation  but  as  a  challenge  to 
recapture  a  sense  of  moral  responsibility 
and  integrity  which  grows  out  of  an 
authentic  religious  conviction.  We  owe 
Mr.  Solzhenitsyn  our  gratitude  for 
helping  us  to  look  at  ourselves  and  our 
values  as  they  appear  to  others. 

My  Witness 

Baking  bread 
brings  thoughts 
of  our  faith 

By  KATHERINE  HANNABASS 

1  am  baking  bread  today,  whole  wheat 
flour  and  white  .  .  .  Give  us  today  our 
daily  bread  .  .  . 

See  fields  rippling  gold  in  summer, 
waves  of  winter  white.  The  solitary  grain 
laid  into  the  soil  dies  to  bear  harvest, 
gracious  and  rich  .  .  .  Food  of  eternal 
life . . . 

Smell  the  sweet  fragrance  of  honey, 
from  the  nectar  of  flowers,  from  the  hive 
of  the  bee  .  .  .  Bread  that  came  down 
from  heaven  .  .  . 

Season  to  taste  .  .  .  You  are  salt  to  the 
world .  .  . 
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Mix  yeast  with  flour  til  it  is  all 
leavened  .  The  Kingdom  of  God  . 

Knead  to  a  rhythm  until  it  gives.  Let 
rise  to  full  measure;  release  to  fill  again 
.  .  .  Thy  will  be  done .  .  . 

Shaping,  baking,  breaking  the  loaves 
.  .  .  He  took  bread  and  blessed  it;  he 
broke  the  bread  and  offered  it  to  them 
.  .  .  Sacrament .  .  .  The  Giver  of  Life  .  .  . 
The  Body  of  Christ .  .  . 

God-seeking  in  common  experience,  I 
am  coming  to  know  Him.  In  the  now  of 
every  moment,  to  be  sure  of  a  presence 
within.  For.  I  know  a  fear  and  then  1 
know  it  not.  Seek  forgiveness,  and  find 
release.  Need  to  sing  a  praise,  then  sense 
that  it  is  heard.  Cry  in  grief  and  am 
healed  by  a  soothing  balm.  Believe  that  I 
am  loved  more  than  I  can  know  Feel  a 
freedom  for  my  being  and  a  mercy  in  the 
judgment 

How  could  there  be  a  yearning  kept 
deep,  alive  in  me,  were  it  not  for  that 
gentle  wordless  whisper  that  tells  me  "I 
am  here." 

This  week's  contributor  to  My 
Witness  is  Katherine  Hannabass,  a 
member  of  First  Broad  Street  UMC  in 
Kingsport,  Tennessee 

At  the  table 

By  BARBARA  DOLLIVER 
Abstinence  is  not  required. 

Of  that  God  has  not  spoken. 

Bread  is  served,  the  perfect  loaf. 
Meant  only  to  be  broken. 

Fasting  would  be  easier. 

But  selfish  the  refusing. 

The  value  of  the  gift  affirmed 
When  all  take  part  in  using. 

Harder  still  for  us  to  see 
That  all  the  world  is  seated 
Only  when  all  plates  are  filled 
Is  fast  to  feast  completed. 


TM/UMR  Hotline 

Is  Oral  Roberts  really 


a  minister  of  the  UMC? 


Your  June  2  story  on  Oral  Roberts 
and  the  "City  of  Faith"  is  a  good  one. 
but  l  wonder  about  your  reference  to 
Oral  Roberts  as  "the  60-year-old 
United  Methodist  minister." 

It  is  my  understanding  that  he  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  but  if  he  were  a  minister, 
would  he  not  be  subject  to 
appointment,  etc.,  as  are  United 
Methodist  ministers  as  we  know 
them? 

This  argument  comes  up  every  time 
a  person  in  the  news  media  refers  to 
Oral  Roberts  as  a  United  Methodist 
minister.  How  about  a  rehash  on  his 
joining  our  denomination? 

Ruby  Osborn 
Lubbock.  Texas 

Dr.  Roberts  is  a  "part-time  local 
pastor"  affiliated  with  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference  of  the  UMC.  As 
such,  it  is  correct  to  refer  to  him  as  a 
"United  Methodist  minister."  Our 
denomination  does  not  reserve  the 
title  "minister"  for  those  pastors  who 
are  in  "full  connection,"  voting 
members  of  an  annual  conference, 
and  under  a  bishop’s  appointment. 

As  a  "part-time  local  pastor,"  Dr 
Roberts  is  not  subject  to  the 
appointive  process  and  is  therefore 
free  to  pursue  his  ministry  outside  the 
annual  conference  structure. 

Prior  to  becoming  a  UMC  minister, 
he  was  a  minister  in  the  Pentecostal 
Holiness  Church.  In  1968  he  and  his 
wife  transferred  their  memberships 
to  Boston  Avenue  UMC  in  Tulsa.  Dr 
Roberts’  ordination  was  recognized 
and  he  was  given  the  status  of  a  "local 
elder"  by  the  annual  conference. 

Although  he  has  no  vote  in  the 


annual  conference,  his  ministry  is 
recognized  by  the  denomination  and 
he  is  empowered  to  administer  the 
sacraments  of  Holy  Communion  and 
Baptism  in  connection  with  Boston 
Avenue  UMC. 

Bud  Herron 

TM/UMR  Associate  Editor 

We  published  a  list  of  United 
Methodism's  ten  largest 
congregations  m  a  recent  issue  in 
response  to  <$  reader's  inquiry. 
Another  reader  subsequently 
suggested  that  we  should  give  "equal 
time"  to  the  church's  smallest 
congregations. 

With  the  help  of  Daniel  A.  Nielsen, 
director  of  the  UMC's  department  of 
statistics  in  Evanston,  Illinois,  we 
have  determined  that  there  are  two 
"congregations’1-  in  West  Virginia 
with  one  member  each,  two  other 
congregations  with  two  members 
each,  and  13  congregations  with  three 
members  each. 

The  distinction  of  being  the  UMC’s 
smallest  congregation  goes  to  Clay 
Chapel  UMC  in  the  Beckley  District  of 
the  West  Virginia  Conference,  and  to 
Kurtz  Chapel  in  the  same 
conference's  Romney  District  —  each 
with  one  member  recorded.  The 
Landgrove  UMC  in  the  Troy 
Conference  and  the  Lawler  UMC  in 
the  West  Virginia  Conference  each 
report  two  members. 

Mr.  Nielsen  indicates  that,  beyond 
these  statistical  records,  "we  do  not 
have  any  further  information  on  these 
extraordinary  sizes." 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 

Pastoral  calls  are  an 
important  ministry 

By  HOWARD  B.  WARREN  A  quick  glance  at  the  conference 


A  minister  is  called  by  God  to  tell  the 
Good  News!  He  does  this  in  the  pulpit  and 
in  his  numerous  contacts.  Perhaps  he  is 
most  effective  in  his  day-to-day  visitation 
in  the  homes  of  his  parishioners.  Some 
ministers  have  an  attractive  office 
furnished  with  a  typewriter,  dictaphone 
and  mimeograph.  These  aids  are  used 
effectively.  My  concern  is  that  some 
ministers  use  these  means  as  a  substitute 
for  pastoral  calling.  Their  time  is  spent 
sending  various  news  items,  but  seldom 
making  any  home  calls.  Some  are  very 
faithful  visiting  the  sick  in  hospitals  and 
homes  for  the  aged,  but  seldom  ring  door 
bells.  A  minister  of  my  acquaintance  has 
served  'twelve  years  in  a  parish  and 
makes  very  few  home  calls.  One  of  the 
leading  laymen  explained  that  his  pastor 
has  called  in  his  home  only  four  times  in 
twelve  years. 

In  a  recent  charge  the  members  said  I 
was  the  only  minister  who  had  been  in 
their  homes  in  the  last  seven  years. 
House  visitation  has  gone  out  of  style  in 
many  United  Methodist  charges.  I  am 
calling  on  all  brother  ministers  to  ring 
more  door  bells  on  our  streets,  avenues 
and  boulevards  and  go  down  the  country 
roads  and  lanes  to  visit  the  last,  the  lost 
and  the  least.  My  ministry  was  built  on 
studying  in  the  morning  and  calling  in 
the  afternoon.  Each  year  from  800-1200 
home  calls  were  reported.  The  pews 
were  usually  filled  and  all  bills  paid 
promptly  with  a  yearly  surplus.  If  more 
ministers  were  good  pastors  as  well  as 
good  pulpiteers  —  our  churches  would  be 
more  effective  in  the  Master  s  service. 
People  are  human  with  many  trials  and 
tribulations.  My  deaconess  and  I  learned 
about  their  troubles  as  well  as  joys  as  we 
visited  our  flock. 


journal  (minutes)  will  reveal  the 
ministers  who  report  few  or  no  new 
members  each  year,  and  in  addition,  fail 
to  raise  their  benevolences.  In  many 
cases  they  are  indolent  pastors.  At  this 
point  the  district  superintendents  fail  in 
their  administrative  duties.  These 
administrators  should  confer  with  each 
minister  and  help  him  overcome  this 
weakness.  If  this  approach  fails,  then  the 
bishop  should  be  informed.  No  matter 
how  well  a  minister  is  trained, 
Methodism  has  no  place  for  an  ivory 
tower.  Our  business  is  to  carry  the  Good 
News  everywhere.  We  must  not  demand 
or  require  people  to  come  to  our  palatial 
offices,  but  we  must  go  to  them. 

Some  congregations  are  cold  and  stiff. 
A  warm-hearted,  congenial  pastor  can 
change  the  atmosphere  in  any  church  by 
a  contagious  and  magnetic  personality. 
He  can  lead  his  people  beside  the  still 
waters  and  into  green  pastures.  Caring 
and  sharing  are  vital  elements  in  a 
successful  ministry. 

We  discover  the  spiritual  needs  of  our 
flocks  when  we  listen  to  them  in  their 
homes.  In  this  place  they  open  their 
hearts  to  us  and  reveal  their  problems 
and  difficulties.  One  will  never  learn  the 
inner  needs  from  the  pulpit  on  Sunday 
morning.  A  new  day  will  dawn  for  United 
Methodism,  our  membership  will  grow, 
our  benevolences  will  increase,  and  our 
congregations  become  more  friendly  and 
Christ-like  when  we  practice  Christian 
visitation. 

This  week's  contributor  to  “ Here  I 
Stand "  is  the  Rev.  Howard  B.  Warren,  a 
retired  member  of  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference.  He  lives  in  Hebron, 
Maryland. 


Tirade  against  advertising  outlandish 


To  the  Editor 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  frequently  inspiring 
and  thoughtful,  and  I  look  forward  to  the 
Christian  witness  your  contributors 
share  with  all  of  us. 

It  was  with  dismay  that  I  read  the 
intemperate  tirade  by  Glenn  Smital  on 
advertising  as  •pornography" 
(TM/UMR,  June  2).  1  do  not  quarrel  with 
Mr.  Smital's  right  to  hold  what  can  only 
be  considered  outlandish  beliefs.  I  do 
quarrel  with  your  publication’s  robbing 
us  of  Christian  testimony  to  devote  space 
to  such  ranting. 

One  can  only  advise  Mr.  Smital  to  tajee 
refuge  in  some  nation  that  is  not 
"cursed"  with  the  prosperity  that  allows 
consumers  the  advantages  of 
competition  and  choice.  I  wonder  if  he 
has  observed  that  TM/UMR  carries 
advertising?  And  that  our  own 
denomination’s  publishing  house 
advertises?  How  else  might  we  know 
about  the  many  fine  services  and 
products  that  help  and  improve  our  lives 
—  and  our  churches?  And  how  could  Mr. 
Smital  conduct  a  successful  anti¬ 
advertising  campaign  if  he  didn’t,  gasp!, 
advertise!  Ray  Ward 

Dallas.  Texas 

Stone  casting: 

To  the  Editor: 

The  June  2  issue  featured  a  "Here  I 
Stand"  column  by  Glenn  Smital.  Mr. 
Smital  attacked  commercial  advertising 
as  the  promoters  of  "pornography."  He 
says:  "Hang  the  ad  man  as  our  witches; 
stone  the  salesman  as  the  adulterer  he 
is." 

I'd  like  to  ask  this  man  if  he  has  ever 
read  what  Christ  said  to  a  crowd  which 
was  ready  to  stone  an  adulterous  woman. 
Christ  told  the  crowd:  "He  among  you 
who  has  no  sin,  let  him  cast  the 
first  stone."  I  have  to  question  this  man’s 
Christianity,  possessing  such  hostile 
attitudes.  Doesn't  Christ  preach  love, 
and  forgiveness? 

I  do  agree  that  advertising  has  become 
humanly  degrading,  but  to  make  such 
remarks  as  "hang,”  and  "stone,"  is 
being  as  anti-Christian  as  the  porno¬ 
graphic  advertisers. 

At  the  end  Mr.  Smital  also  said,  "Let's 
outlaw  all  commercial  advertising  and 
throw  all  the  ad  men  into  the  sea."  Only 
God  reserves  the  right  to  ultimate 
judgment.  Even  as  Christians,  we  have 
no  right  to  judge  the  non-Christian.  Also, 
how  does  Mr.  Smital  think  television  is 
paid  for  —  or  would  he  have  government- 
controlled  television?  Then  what’s  next? 
Government-controlled  newspapers, 
schools,  factories  and  finally  no  private 
property  at  all? 

No  thanks.  Mr.  Smital.  I’ll  take  things 
the  way  they  are.  We  have  many 
problems,  and  life  isn't  perfect,  but  at 
least  in  the  United  States  we  have  the 
freedom  to  do  something  about  it  as 
individuals.  Getting  rid  of  commercials 
won  t  take  sin  out  of  the  world,  nor  will 
getting  rid  of  our  western  culture  Sin 
was  here  belore  the  wheel.  Things  don’t 
cause  sin;  mankind's  separation  Irom 
God  is  the  basis  of  sin.  Adam  fell  from 
grace  and  the  only  commercial  he, had 
was  Eve  selling  him  the  temptation  of 
taking  a  forbidden  fruit. 

Our  sin  isn’t  because  of  materialism  in 
our  society,  but  Irom  our  disobedience  to 
God  If  Christians  become  mud  slingers, 
then  are  we  any  better  than  the  one 
(Satan)  who  mud-slings  God's  Word  — 
Jesus  Christ? 

All  we  are  to  do,  being  commissioned 
by  Jesus  Christ,  is  to  spread  the  gospel  ol 
Christ  to  the  world,  and  as  individuals 
live  according  to  His  Word  Even  in  our 
society,  Christ  gets  through  to  many. 

Frank  S  telle  n 
Bellingham.  Minnesota 


Freedoms  interrelated 

To  the  Editor; 

Would  you  believe  that  there  is  anyone 
yet  alive  who  does  not  understand  that 
freedoms  are  interrelated.  Unless  I  am 
free  to  sell  apples  on  the  street  and  tell 
folk  how  good  those  apples  are,  I  doubt 
seriously  if  Glenn  Smital  ("Here  I 
Stand,"  June  2)  is  going  to  be  free  to  do 
what  he  wants  to  do. 

Incredibly,  for  the  pages  of  TM/UMR, 
this  is  an  increasingly  common  view  — 
that  we  should  pass  laws  to  outlaw  what 
the  other  guy  is  doing.  What  we  do  is  OK; 
it  is  the  other  guy  who  must  be  shut 
down.  Recent  polls  have  shown  that 
large  numbers  of  seemingly  intelligent 
people  would  vote  away  their  own 
freedom  in  order  to  stop  someone  from 
doing  what  they  don’t  like. 

Apparently  Mr,  Smital  doesn’t  like  the 
idea  of  counting  material  things  as  a 
measure  of  life.  I  assume  he  lives  without 
a  refrigerator  or  car  to  demonstrate  the 
seriousness  of  his  position.  Perhaps  he 
would  consent  to  count  other  things  for  a 
measure  —  like  knocks  on  the  door  by  the 
KGB  at  night.  That  is  scored  like  golf  — 
low  wins. 

No  thanks  fellows;  even  if  the  UM 
Student  Day  ad  bothers  me  a  bit  in  the 
paper,  1  think  I’ll  put  up  with  it  rather 
than  have  Mr.  Smital  silenced.  There 
must  be  some  parallel  between  his  logic 
and  letting  Nazis  march  in  Skokie. 

Charley  Burlingame 
Taos,  New  Mexico 
Where  is  evangelism? 

To  The  Editor: 

I  read  about  the  proposal  to  spend 
more  than  a  half-million  dollars  to 
determine  the  luture  direction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  (TM/UMR, 
March  24).  Someone  seems  to  have 
missed  a  point;  it  may  have  been  me. 
What  happened  to  evangelism?  Has  the 
Word  become  archaic? 

Peter  and  John  had  two  objectives:  to 
be  Christ-like  and  to  recruit  similar 
believers.  John  Wesley  used  the  same 
principles  to  found  the  Methodist  Church. 
Newer  religions  are  using  evangelism  to 
increase  their  numbers  rapidly. 

1976  was  proclaimed  Evangelistic 
Year.  Thirty  days  later  the  drive  died 
out.  I  feel  that  many  of  us  are  so  involved 
with  pet  projects  and  side  issues  that  we 
are  "missing  the  boat." 

The  evaluation  of  many  revivals  held 
now  might  well  be,  "Well,  we  didn’t  get 
•any  converts,  but  we  had  a  nice 
attendance,"  A  salesman  working  on  a 
commission  basis  would  starve  under 
similar  condition.  We  had  best  get  back 
to  that  which  has  made  the  church 
progress  for  almost  two  thousand  years. 
Let  us  remember  John  Wesley  and  get 
fired  up  and  go  forward. 

Gerald  Ochsner 
Robert.  Louisiana 

Issue  ignored 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  disappointing  that  in  his  review 
of  "The  Anita  Bryant  Story,"  (TM/UMR, 
May  19)  Riley  Caie  omitted  reference  to 
the  United  Methodist  Social  Principles 
Statement  that  has  to  do  with  the  real 
issue  of  the  Anita  Bryant  phenomenon  — 
namely,  her  insisnence  that  homosexuals 
be  denied  their  civil  rights. 

As  United  Methodists,  "We  insist  that 
all  persons  are  entitled  to  have  their 
human  and  civil  rights  ensured."  To 
have  ignored  such  an  important  aspect  of 
the  Anita  Bryaut  book  was  to  have 
ignored  an  impor  ant  moral  issue, 

James  S.  Hook 
Hammond.  Indiana 

Free  choice  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

What  is  the  status  of  the  National 


Federation  for  Decency  group 
headquartered  in  Tupelo,  Mississippi? 
Does  it  speak  for  the  United  Methodist 
denomination?  A  Methodist  preacher 
apparently  heads  it  up. 

According  to  an  item  in  your  paper, 
they  threatened  Sears  Roebuck  with  a 
boycott  because  Sears  sponsored  three 
TV  programs:  "Three’s  Company," 
"Barnaby  Jones,"  and  the  "Six  Million 
Dollar  Man"  (TM/UMR,  May  26). 

This  smacks  of  censorship  and  I  resent 
having  someone  in  Mississippi  deciding 
what  is  fit  for  my  TV  viewing. 

Melvin  J.  Slacks 
Boca  Raton,  Florida 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  National 
Federation  for  Decency  has  no  official 
relationship  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  although  it  is  headed  by  a  UM 
minister  and  doubtless  enjoys  the 
support  of  many  church  members.  Only 
the  General  Conference,  which  meets 
every  four  years,  can  officially  "speak 
for  the  United  Methodist  denomination." 

‘First’  not  first 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  not  a  "first"  when  layman  John 
E.  Stumbo  delivered  the  ordination 
sermon  at  the  Missouri  West  Annual 
Conference  (TM/UMR,  June  2). 
Layperson  Theressa  Hoover,  chief 
executive  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  delivered  the 
ordination  sermon  at  the  California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference  in  1977. 

Of  course,  your  article  said  Mr. 
Stumbo  "may  have"  been  the  first  —  and 
I  am  not  saying  Miss  Hoover  was 
definitely  the  first,  since  it  is  totally 
conceivable  that  in  the  past  decades  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
predecessor  denominations,  several 
laypersons  may  have  preached 
ordination  sermons. 

I  consider  it  highly  dangerous  to  label 
anything  a  "first"  —  even  "maybe 
first."  About  the  only  thing  that  would  be 
a  genuine  "first"  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  today  would  be  the  election  of  a 
woman  bishop.  Elliott  W right 

Bronx,  New  York 


Classified 


RATE.  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 

insertion  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  lo  25  words 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance 
Service  charge  lor  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 


EVEN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions, 
January  13-20,  1979  Write  WOMITO,  P.O.  Box 
660515,  Miami  Springs.  Fla.  33166.  


CANOE  FLOAT  TRIPS  -  on  eastern  Oklahoma  s 
beautiful  Lower  Illinois  River  Specializing  in 
church,  school  and  business  groups  $5  per  person 
Call  lor  reservations  Tenkiller  Valley  Ranch,  Box 
231.  Core.  Okla  74435  Phone  (918i  489-5895  Located 
seven  miles  north  ol  1  40  i  Webbers  Falls-Gore  exit 
on  Okla  llwy.  100. 


VISIT  REOPENED  WESLEY  S  CHAPEL.  Epworth. 
Oxford,  Bristol,  other  Methodist  shrines.  Texas 
Conference  Wesley  Heritage  Tour  Nov.  2-9.  $889 
Irom  Houston  Contact  Kev.  Leonard  Negrin,  Box 
333,  Baytown,  Tex  77520 


Another  ‘not  first’ 


To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  an  article  in  the  June  2 
issue  where  Jim  Steele  appropriately 
shares  with  us  the  news  of  having  a 
layperson  address  the  ordination  service 
of  the  Missouri  West  Annual  Conference, 
I  thought  you  might  like  to  know  that 
their  speaker  was  not  the  first  layperson 
to  have  the  honor  of  giving  such  an 
address. 

In  1975  at  the  ordination  service  of  the 
Yellowstone  Annual  Conference  session 
in  Powell,  Wyoming,  a  "female” 
layperson,  Gayle  Himmel,  gave  the 
ordination  address. 

But  the  issue  is  not  one  of  firsts,  rather 
it  is  that  it  is  entirely  appropriate  for  a 
layperson  to  share  his  or  her  message. 

Mike  Parr 
Hardin,  Minnesota 

ord’  never  changes 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  I  read  in 
your  paper  that  two  avowed 
homosexuals  were  voted  out  of  Garrett 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
(TM/UMR,  June  2;. 

God’s  Word  never  changes  and 
whenever  you  try  to  go  against  His  Word, 
all  suffer  more. 

JohnE.  Mears 
Centerville,  Maryland 


TaibelTs  for 1978-79: 
the  teacher*  aid. 


The  all-new  74th  annual  volume 
of  TARBELL'S  TEACHER’S  GUIDE  is  now 
available  Through  the  years,  this 
guide  has  been  the  mainstay  of  a  dynamic 
church  school  program  for  teachers 
of  all  denominations  who  use  the 
International  Sunday  School  Lessons. 

The  1978-79  edition  is  expertly 
edited  by  Dr.  Frank  S.  Mead,  ana  includes 
these  features: 

•  Parallel  texts  from  KJV  and  RSV 

•  Practical  guidelines  for  teachers 

•  Discussion  topics  for  adults  and  youth 

■  Historical  and  geographical 

backgrounds 

TARBELL’S  TEACHER'S  GUIDE  is 
available  at  your  Christian  bookstore. 

$5.95  (Cloth) 

( If  ordering  by  mail,  add  454  postage 
and  handling. ) 


FLEMING  H. 

REVELL  COMPANY 

Old  Thppan,  New  Jersey  07675 
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Where  now  for  women  clergy? 


DALLAS  ( UMC)  -  How  can 
traditional  hierarchical  structures  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  become  more 
receptive  to  women  clergy  and  what  are 
the  chances  of  advancement  for  women 
through  those  systems? 

Those  are  but  two  of  the  major  issues 
which  will  be  discussed  in  depth  at  the 
second  national  consultation  of  United 
Methodist  clergywomen  here  during  the 
first  week  of  1979. 

An  estimated  1,000  persons,  including 
100  men,  are  expected  at  the  event  Jan.  2- 


5  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University.  Sponsoring  the 
consultation  are  the  Division  of  the 
Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

Currently,  766  women  are  under 
appointment  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  another  900  are  enrolled  in 
the  denomination’s  13  seminaries. 

Four  keynote  speakers  for  the  event 
will  be  Dr.  Beverly  Wildung  Harrison, 


associate  professor  of  Christian  ethics  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
York;  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the 
Division  of  Ecumenical  and  Interre¬ 
ligious  Concerns  for  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York;  the  Rev.  Doris 
Moreland  Jones,  a  director  in  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  in  Nash¬ 
ville;  and  Annette  Hutchins-Felder,  a 
staff  member  of  the  Women's  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New 
York. 


CONSULTATION 

OF 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

CLERGYWOMEN 


Beverly  Wildung  Harrison 
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Missionary  denies  CIA  dealings 

Reports  of  Zaire  briefing  labelled  ‘dirty  lie’  by  UM  pilot 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  A  United  Methodist 
missionary  who  rescued  his  family  last 
month  from  war-torn  southern  Zaire  has 
called  reports  that  he  cooperated  with 
the  U.S.  Central  Intelligence  Agency 
(CIA)  a  “dirty  lie." 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Enright,  missionary 
pilot  who  saved  his  family  from  possible 
execution  when  he  flew  his  small  plane 
into  embattled  Shaba  Province  behind 
attacking  French  paratroopers  last 
month,  told  TM/UMR  June  14  that  a 
report  in  Newscope  (a  national 
newsletter  of  the  UMC)  quoting  him  as 


saying  he  briefed  the  CIA  on  guerrilla 
activities  was  “completely  false.  ’’ 

The  Newscope  article  (June  9  issue) 
says  Mr.  Enright  told  reporters  at  a 
press  conference  in  Chicago  that  he  was 
on  a  rebel  “death  list’’  because  “he 
provided  reports  on  rebel  movements  in 
Shaba  Province  to  American  govern¬ 
ment  officials  during  the  80-day  war 
which  began  in  March  1977.”  It  goes  on  to 
quote  Charles  Hightower  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  as  asking, 
“Did  those  reports  include  briefing  the 
CIA?”  Mr.  Enright  was  said  to  have  re¬ 
plied,  “Oh  yes— some  guy  named  Hoff¬ 
man  or  Coffman  ” 


Kickbacks  claimed  in 
Pacific  Homes  case 


LOS  ANGELES  (UMC)  -  The 
California  attorney  general’s  office  has 
confirmed  published  reports  that  a  San 
Diego  contractor  said  he  paid  thousands 
of  dollars  in  kickbacks  to  a  former 
administrator  of  Pacific  Homes  and  to  a 
one-time  director  of  the  now  bankrupt 
retirement  home  network. 

The  former  administrator  named  by 
the  contractor  died  in  1977  and  the 
former  director  denies  the  accusation. 
Accounts  of  the  alleged  payoffs  have 
appeared  in  a  San  Diego  newspaper. 

Deputy  Attorney  General  Lauren 
Brainard  told  United  Methodist 
Communications  that  an  interview 
between  representatives  of  the  attorney 
general's  Charitable  Trust  Division  and 
Leon  E.  Goodman,  the  contractor,  took 
place  in  Mr.  Goodman’s  office  on  March 
3  and  that  alleged  kickbacks  were 
discussed. 

Mr.  Brainard  said  the  attorney 
general's  investigation  of  Pacific  Homes 
is  continuing,  but  added  “our 
investigations  are  conducted  in  complete 
confidence.”  He  would  not  elaborate  on 
whether  the  probe  showed  Mr. 
Goodman’s  charges  were  founded  on 
fact. 

The  contractor,  according  to  the 
newspaper  accounts,  named  as 
recipients  of  kickbacks,  the  late  Rev. 
Edward  O’Rear,  administrator  of 
Pacific  Homes  from  1953  to  1968,  and  J. 
L.  Brazell,  a  former  lay  member  of  the 
homes’  board  of  directors  who  now  lives 
in  Dallas,  Tex. 


Reports  of  the  alleged  kickbacks  first 
appeared  in  the  San  Diego  Union,  which 
said  Mr.  Goodman  told  his  story  to  the 
attorney  general’s  office,  investigators 
of  the  U.S.  postal  service  and  the  state 
department  of  health. 

According  to  the  newspaper  article, 
Mr.  Goodman  claimed  that  during  the 
time  he  was  involved  in  some  100  real 
estate  and  construction  contracts  with 
Pacific  Homes,  he  made  payoffs  to  Mr. 
O’Rear  on  every  transaction,  ranging 
from  a  home  freezer  to  $12,000  cash. 

Mr.  Brazell,  who  served  on  the  Homes 
board  of  directors  for  15  years,  told 
Newscope,  UM  national  newsletter,  “He 
did  not  make  any  kickbacks  to  me.”  He 
said  although  he  could  not  state  for  a  fact 
that  Mr.  O’Rear  did  not  receive 
kickbacks,  he  felt  Mr.  O’Rear  had  been 
“an  honest  man.”  He  said,  “O’Rear  is 
dead  and  can’t  defend  himself.  I  have  no 
idea  why  Goodman  is  making  these 
charges .  .  .  what  he’s  trying  to  gain.” 

Pacific  Homes,  consisting  of  seven 
retirement  homes  and  seven 
convalescent  units,  was  related  for  some 
65  years  to  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  until  late  in  1977  when  it 
filed  for  bankruptcy  under  Chapter  X  of 
the  federal  bankruptcy  laws.  It  is  now 
being  operated  under  court  supervision. 

A  half-dozen  major  lawsuits  brought 
by  some  residents  of  the  homes,  the 
court-appointed  trustee  in  bankruptcy 
and  others  now  are  pending  in  state  and 
federal  courts. 


Contacted  by  telephone  after  the 
Newscope  report  appeared,  Mr. 
Enrighi  told  TM/UMR:  “That  (report)  is 
a  dirty  lie.  The  only  conversation  I  ever 
had  with  Hoffman  or  Coffman  or 
whatever  his  name  was,  was  to  tell  him 
to  get  out  of  my  front  yard.  ’  ’ 

In  spite  of  the  denial,  Mr.  Hightower 
told  TM/UMR  he  stands  back  of  the 
accuracy  of  his  report  and  said  Mr. 
Enright  apparently  has  changed  his 
story.  He  backed  his  claim  with  a  tape  he 
made  at  the  news  conference  (see 
relevant  excerpts  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

Confronted  with  his  apparent 
admission  on  the  tape  to  having  briefed 
the  CIA,  Mr.  Enright  said  questions  were 
“coming  from  all  directions”  and  he  may 
not  have  understood  what  was  asked. 

“All  I  know  is,  I  have  never  briefed  the 
CIA  on  anything,  and  that’s  that,”  he 
said.  “That  was  the  general  thrust  of 
what  I  was  trying  to  say.  That’s  all  I  can 
tell  you.” 

“I  do  not  now,  nor  have  I  ever  worked 
for  the  CIA,”  Mr.  Enright  told  TM/UMR. 
“I  am  categorically  opposed  to  the  way 
the  CIA  has  operated  in  Zaire.  It  has  a 
legitimate  function  of  gathering  and 
providing  information  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  But  all  this  cloak  and 
dagger  business  helps  no  one. '  ’ 

Meanwhile,  staff  officials  of  the  United 


Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York,  N.Y.,  say  they  are  taking  a 
“hard  look”  at  Mr.  Enright’s  statements. 
If  he  has  knowingly  provided  intelligence 
information  to  the  CIA,  they  say  his 
position  as  a  missionary  through  the 
board  could  be  in  jeopardy. 

“I  have  listened  to  the  press  conference 
tape,  and  am  still  unsure  exactly  what  he 
Was  saying,”  Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  assistant 
general  secretary  of  African  affairs  for 
the  mission  board,  told  TM/UMR.  “If  he 
provided  intelligence  information,  he 
violated  our  policy  and  we  would  need  to 
take  action  in  the  matter.”  Such  action 
could  terminate  Mr.  Enright’s 
missionary  service,  Dr.  Bivens  said. 

Dr.  Bivens  said  Mr.  Enright  will  be 
asked  to  come  to  New  York  for 
conversations  with  mission  officials  in  an 
effort  to  clarify  the  situation. 

Regarding  the  mission  agency’s  policy 
in  such  matters,  Dr.  Bivens  said  that 
selling  information  to  the  CIA  is  strictly 
forbidden  and  that  “loose  talk”  to 
persons  who  may  be  agents  is  a  “bad 
practice  and  shows  poor  judgment.  ” 

“We  have  no  particular  argument  with 
the  CIA,”  Dr.  Bivens  said.  "They  have  a 
job  to  do  and  we  have  a  job  to  do  as  a 
church,  and  those  two  jobs  just  don’t  fit 
together.  Our  missionaries  are  not  sent 
out  to  be  agents  of  any  government  —  our 
own  or  someone  else’s.  ” 


Catholics,  Baptists  see 
greatest  growth  spurt 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  two  largest 
Christian  bodies  in  the  United  States  — 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  —  both 
grew  faster  than  the  population  during 
1976,  according  to  the  1978  edition  of  the 
“Yearbook  of  American  and  Canadian 
Churches.” 

An  increase  of  0.9  percent  was 
recorded  for  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
which  had  49,325,752  adherents,  while  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  increased 
1.5  percent  to  a  total  of  12,917,992.  U.  S. 
population  grew  by  0.7  percent  in  1976. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  was 
among  those  bodies  which  reported 
declines  (down  one  percent  to  9,861,028), 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  (down 
1.9  percent  to  2.6  million)  and  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  (down  0.4 
percent  to  2.9  million) . 


In  a  familiar 
pose,  "the  craggy - 
browed  man  in  a 
rumpled  suit,  often 
with  holes  in  his 
shoes  but  with  a 
twinkle  in  his 
eyes,”  the  indomin- 
able  Harry  Den¬ 
man,  preaches  the 
Gospel  from  a  pul¬ 
pit  in  1973. 


Harry  Denman,  friend  to  all 

Life  of  love  and  faith  extolled 

“Harry  Denman,  a  Biography”  by 
Harold  Rogers,  The  Upper  Room, 

1977, 142  pp..  $5.50,  paper  $3.25. 

By  CHARLES  D.  WHITTLE 

Harold  Rogers,  experienced  writer 
and  colleague  of  the  late  Harry 
Denman,  has  written  a  superb 
biographical  summary  of  the  life  and 
ministry  of  the  great  man.  Volumes 
could  be  written.  Mr.  Rogers  has 
given  us  an  excellent  gist  —  and 
makes  us  want  more. 

Harry  Denman,  a  layman,  was  a 
great  preacher,  teacher,  evangelist, 
missionary,  counselor  and  advocate 
for  personal  and  social  justice.  For  27 
years  he  was  the  General  Secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Evangelism. 

During  that  period  his  staff  grew  from 
none  to  53  and  his  support  staff  grew 
from  one  to  216. 

Harry  believed  in  the  devotional  life 
and  this  conviction  helped  “The 
Upper  Room”  (which  was  a  part  of 
his  responsibility)  to  grow  to  a 
circulation  of  three  million  copies 
printed  in  37  different  languages. 

A  driving  force 

Mr.  Rogers  states  in  his  preface: 

“Harry  Denman’s  body  died  on 
November  8,  1976.  A  driving  force 
which  had  been  felt  all  across  North 
America  and  into  the  far  reaches  of 
the  world.  He  was  mourned  by  taxi 
drivers  and  educators,  convicts  and 
bishops,  blacks  and  whites,  orientals 
and  American  Indians  as  a  true  friend 
who  had  in  some  measure  made  life 
more  significant  to  them. 

“He  was  a  force  to  be  reckoned 
with.  His  extended  hand  was  out, 
ready  to  lift  the  unfortunate,  yet  he 
did  not  bypass  the  ‘up  and  out.’  Harry 
was  as  ready  with  a  word  of 
encouragement  and  a  sincere  prayer 
for  an  airline  captain,  a  bishop,  a 
statesman  as  he  was  for  the  porter  in 
a  restroom.  Love  was  the  keynote  of 
his  life.  The  things  he  stood  for  were 
many  of  those  that  are  now  coming  to 
pass,  but  were  not  popular  in  his 
days;  the  equality  of  persons, 
simplicity,  the  discarding  of  false 
values  of  a  materialistic  world;  and  a 
search  for  the  true  values  of  life  as 


taught  by  Jesus.” 

Mr.  Rogers  begins  the  story  with 
Harry’s  boyhood  life  and  relates  some 
previously  little  known  facts.  He  tells 
about  Harry’s  devotion  to  his  mother; 
how  he  dropped  out  of  school  at  age  10 
to  support  her;  how  he  returned  at  age 
28  and  went  on  to  finish  high  school 
and  college;  how  he  worked  as  busi¬ 
ness  manager  at  a  large  church  for  19 
years  and,  at  the  age  of  45,  still  a 
bachelor,  became  executive 
secretary  for  the  Commission  on 
Evangelism  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
later  to  become  a  major  board. 
Multiple  skills 

Mr.  Rogers  describes  Harry 
Denman’s  organization  skills,  his 
devotional  life,  perception  and  vision, 
sensitivity  to  the  issues  of  the  day, 
philosophy  of  evangelism,  manner  of 
preaching,  use  of  humor,  love  for 
persons,  creativity,  world  concern, 
interest  in  every  person  he  met,  style 
of  personal  witnessing,  courage  in 
challenging  injustice,  personal 


frugality  and  exceptional  generosity 
and  his  total  commitment  to  God  and 
His  church. 

‘Word  pictures’ 

The  author  paints  "word  pictures” 
to  make  the  reader  see  and  feel  the 
story.  He  writes,  “The  craggy-browed 
man  in  a  rumpled  suit,  often  with 
holes  in  his  shoes  but  with  a  twinkle  in 
his  eyes,  seldom  missed  an 
opportunity  to  witness  and  pray  with 
anyone,  anytime,  anywhere.  In  a  self- 
imposed  parish  that  encompassed  the 
world,  this  fisherman  for  souls  shared 
with  bartenders  and  porters,  pilots 
and  housewives,  boys  and  girls.  He 
talked  with  them  about  their  personal 
relationship  with  God.” 

This  book  brings  laughter,  tears, 
inspiration,  challenge  and  hope.  Buy 
several  copies.  Give  some  away.  One 
you  will  want  to  keep  —  and  treasure. 

Mr.  Whittle,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Abilene,  Tex.,  was 
a  close  friend  of  Harry  Denman's. 


The  Assemblies  of  God  was  considered 
the  fastest  growing  religious  body  for 
1976,  with  a  5.1  percent  increase  to  a  total 
of  1.3  million. 

The  Yearbook,  which  is  published  by 
Abingdon  Press  for  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  (NCC),  contains  statistics 
from  223  religious  bodies  in  the  U.S.  It 
places  their  total  membership  at  131.8 
million  for  1976,  compared  with  a  figure 
of  131  million  for  the  same  number  of 
bodies  for  1975. 

Two  studies  on  clergy  supply,  which 
had  previously  been  reported,  are 
summarized  in  the  1978  Yearbook.  The 
first,  conducted  by  the  NCC,  shows  that 
fewer  than  half  of  U.S.  Christian  bodies 
ordain  women.  The  second,  conducted  by 
Jackson  W.  Carroll  of  the  Hartford 
Seminary  Foundation  and  Robert  L. 
Wilson  of  Duke  Divinity  School,  shows  an 
oversupply  of  clergy  in  most  major 
denominations. 

The  Yearbook  also  contains  results  of  a 
Gallup  poll  indicating  that  attendance  at 
religious  services  rose  during  1976  for  the 
first  time  since  1958.  After  staying  at  40 
percent  for  five  consecutive  years,  the 
percentage  who  attend  church  in  a 
typical  week  rose  to  42. 

Abuse  of  police 
power  against 
Hispanics  rapped 

EL  PASO,  Tex.  (UMN)  -  A  human 
rights  stand  claiming  unwarranted 
police  power  often  is  used  against 
Mexican-American  citizens  was 
approved  here  last  week  by  the  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  statement  calls  for  in-service 
training  “to  sensitize  employed  officers 
to  cultural  diversity,"  a  change  in  policy 
to  "deny  employment  to  persons  whose 
backgrounds,  education  and  personali¬ 
ties  indicate  racial  prejudice,”  and  for¬ 
mulation  of  a  commission  by  the 
governor  to  investigate  charges  of  police 
brutality  and  to  help  formulate 
legislative  reforms. 

The  statement  originated  from  the 
Emmanuel  UMC  in  Dallas,  where  Santos 
Rodriquez,  a  member  of  the  Boy  Scout 
troop  sponsored  by  the  church,  was  killed 
by  a  policeman’s  bullet  in  1976.  (The 
officer  was  later  convicted  for  negligent 
homicide  and  sentenced  to  prison  for  five 
years  over  the  incident. ) 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Arguijo,  pastor  of  the 
292-member  downtown  church,  said, 
“The  membership  of  the  church 
recognizes  that  the  vast  majority  of 
police  officers  are  dedicated, 
hardworking  servants  of  the  people  and 
that  the  deplorable  acts  committed 
against  Mexican-American  citizens  have 
been  by  a  lawless  minority. 

“However,  we  want  action  taken  by 
those  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
supervising  police  power  in  the  state,”  he 
said. 

In  other  action,  the  Hispanic 
conference  which  covers  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  called  on  the  Carter 
administration  “to  eliminate  the 
inhumane  treatment  of  Undocumented 
and  Overstayed  aliens”  apprehended  by 
the  government. 


Excerpts  reveal 
disputed  interview 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  is 
an  excerpt  of  a  tape  recording  made 
at  the  Chicago  press  conference 
where  United  Methodist  missionary 
Kenneth  Enright  was  quoted  as 
saying  he  briefed  the  U.S.  Central 
Intelligence  Agency  about  rebel  troop 
movements  during  the  March  1977 
war  in  Zaire.  Quoted  from  the  tape 
are  Mr.  Enright  and  Charles 
Hightower,  a  reporter  from  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  taped  excerpt  begins  at  a  point 
where  Mr.  Enright  had  been 
explaining  why  he  was  marked  for 
death  by  rebel  forces. 

Mr.  Hightower:  “At  the  time  you 
refer  to  here  (March  1977),  you  also 
have  reported  relating  news  of  rebel 
movements.  Could  you  tell  us  to  whom 
you  relayed  information?” 

Mr.  Enright:  “Uh,  yeah,  it  was  uh 

Mr.  Hightower  (interrupting): 
“Whether  or  not  it  included  relaying 
to  American  officials?” 

Mr.  Enright:  “Yes,  it  did.”  (He 
goes  on  here  to  detail  how  Dr.  Glenn 
Eschtruth,  later  executed  by  rebels, 
contacted  him  by  radio  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  and  how  difficult 
it  was  to  get  people  to  believe  the 
invasion  had  taken  place.  He  tells  of 
how  Dr.  Eschtruth  was  permitted  by 
rebels  to  use  the  radio  and  how  later, 
when  the  war  began  going  against  the 


rebels,  they  assumed  the  missionaries 
had  been  passing  on  secret  messages 
about  troop  movements. ) 

Mr.  Enright  continues:  “But  our 
messages  were  not  of  a  sinister 
nature.  We  weren’t  playing  James 
Bond.  In  fact,  when  the  American  CIA 
man  came,  they  (the  rebels)  had  just 
looted  our  house  in  Kasakumba  and  I 
begged  him  to  go  with  me  up  there 
and  he  wouldn’t.”  (Next,  Mr.  Enright 
explains  where  in  the  war  zone  he 
asked  the  CIA  agent  to  accompany 
him  and  tells  of  going  alone.  While 
there,  he  says  he  tried  to  prevent  an 
execution  of  young  men  accused  of 
being  disloyal,  but  was  unsuccessful 
and  the  men  were  killed. ) 

Mr.  Enright  continues:  “When  I  got 
back,  the  CIA  wanted  a  briefing.  I  told 
them  to  go  jump  in  the  lake.  I  said, 
'You  know  the  rules  of  the  game.  You 
wouldn’t  go.  Now  don't  come  around 
for  information.'  ” 

Mr.  Hightower:  “Did  you  ever  brief 
the  CIA?” 

Mr.  Enright:  “Yeah,  the  guy’s 
name  was  Hoffman  or  Coffman.  This 
was  the  guy  running  around  — 
running  around  real  strange  places, 
and  making  mysterious  sounds  —  but 
I’m  not  sure  if  it’s  Coffman  or 
Hoffman.  There  was  a  guy  that  when 
it  came  to  going  and  to  doing 
something  positively  —  no.  We  didn’t 
have  anything  to  hide,  but  we  did  have 
a  lot  to  help.” 


the  church  today 


Conferences  overwhelmingly 
reject  proposed  merger 

LOUISVILLE  —  The  Kentucky  and 
Louisville  annual  conferences  have 
overwhelmingly  rejected  the  proposed 
merger  of  the  two  conferences. 

Bishop  Frank  L.  Robertson,  episcopal 
leader  of  the  two  United  Methodist 
conferences,  reported  the  vote  of  the 
secret  ballot  to  the  Kentucky  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  The  Kentucky 
conference  voted  62  percent  ( 251 )  against 
merger  and  81  percent  (389)  of  the 
Louisville  conference  said  “No.” 

“Our  conferences  have  spoken  through 
the  democratic  process  in  the  church,” 
said  Bishop  Robertson  in  a  statement. 
“The  results  seem  to  indicate  that  our 
people  desire  to  continue  with  the  same 
administrative  structure  we  have  had  for 
many  years.” 

The  statement  concluded  by  urging  the 
people  of  the  two  conferences  to  “close 
ranks  and  continue  working  together  as 
we  have  done  in  the  past.” 

Virginia  delegates 
withdraw  ERA  support 

HAMPTON,  Va.  (RNS)  —  Delegates  to 
the  Virginia  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  voted  here,  765- 
533,  to  withdraw  their  year-old 
endorsement  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  (ERA). 

They  adopted  a  resolution  proposed  by 
Dr.  Luther  W.  White  III,  president  of 
Randolph-Macon  College,  which  opposed 


the  ERA  while  pledging  the  conference  to 
“continue  to  work  for  the  rights  of 
women  and  to  seek  necessary  legislation, 
as  well  as  enforcement  of  current 
legislation,  to  ensure  equal  opportunity 
for  both  men  and  women. '  ’ 

Dr.  White  had  argued  that 
endorsement  of  the  ERA  was  not  needed 
because  state  laws  in  Virginia  already 
assure  equal  rights  for  women.  But  14 
clergywomen  later  issued  a  statement 
saying  they  were  “deeply  distressed  by 
the  action.” 

North  Carolina  UMs  urge 
end  to  tobacco  farming 

FAYETTEVILLE,  N.C.  (RNS)  - 
North  Carolina’s  United  Methodists 
endorsed  a  position  paper  which  called 
on  people  to  stop  smoking  and  urged  the 
state  to  shun  tobacco  farming  and 
convert  the  acreage  to  “more  benign  and 
beneficial  crops.” 

North  Carolina  paces  the  nation  in  the 
production  of  tobacco  and  is  a  leader  in 
the  manufacture  of  cigarettes  and  other 
tobacco  products. 

The  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
meeting  here  also  voted: 

•  A  call  for  the  release  of  the  eight 
members  of  the  Wilmington  Ten  who  are 
still  imprisoned. 

•  Support  of  the  Panama  Canal 
treaties  and  reduced  defense  spending  by 
the  federal  government. 

•  Endorsement  of  unionization  and 
“good  faith”  collective  bargaining  in 
North  Carolina’s  textile  industry. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Invites  you 
on  a  special 


Holy  Land 
Tour 


October  1  6-23,  1  978 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus."  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane.  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth.  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea.  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum.  Mary’s 
well.  Caesarea.  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
aspiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land 
worship  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write : 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Methodist  Ch'^ch 
1320  Main  Street.  Houston.  Texas  77002 
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siKAmmiuoL  tutiMK*,  u.s.a.  —  "Mere 
Robert  Strawbridge  formed  the  first  Methodist  class  in 
America  about  1763”  reads  the  historical  marker.  Located 
between  New  Windsor  and  Taylorsville.  Md.t  are  a  number  of 


sites  that  pertain  to  the  man  some  historians  believe  first 
established  Methodism  in  America  —  Robert  Strawbridge. 


PHOTOS  BY  CHARLES  LUDWIG 


Maverick  Methodist  preacher 

Strawbridge  ‘trail’ still  visible 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 

Now  that  the  smoke  and  dust  have 
settled  and  persons  have  gained 
perspective,  historians  are  taking  a 
closer  look  at  Robert  Strawbridge,  the 
maverick  Methodist  preacher  who 
feared  neither  women,  poverty,  nor  the 
authority  of  the  church. 

Was  this  sharp-faced,  slightly  bald  son 
of  Ireland  the  first  to  plant  Wesleyanism 
in  America;  or  should  that  honor  be 
given  to  Philip  Embury?  Arguments  and 
squibbles  of  ink  have  emerged  on  both 
sides  of  the  argument. 

Since  most  of  his  work  was  in 
Maryland,  preachers  in  that  area  have 
claimed  that  Strawbridge  was  first.  But 
in  the  1860  General  Conference, 
"Baltimore  was  outvoted  and  the 
Centennial  of  American  Methodism  was 
celebrated  in  1866  with  the  date  of  the 
New  York  beginnings.” 

“However  ...  50  years  later  an  official 
Joint  Commission  .  .  .  assigned  the 
priority  of  American  Methodist 
beginnings  to  the  work  of  Robert 
Strawbridge  in  Maryland.”  (Both  quotes 
from  "Those  Incredible  Methodists” 
edited  by  Gordon  Pratt  Baker.) 

Refused  to  be  contained 

One  of  the  reasons  for  this  contention  is 
that  Strawbridge  refused  to  be 
contained.  During  the  period  when  only 
Anglican  priests  were  allowed  to 
administer  the  ordinances,  Strawbridge 
ignored  the  rule,  served  communion  and 
had  baptismal  services  as  he  saw  fit.  In 
addition,  he  licensed  preachers. 

Because  of  this  independence,  many 
wondered  if  he  was  an  out  and  out 
Methodist  or  just  a  convert  to  Wesleyan 
doctrine.  After  all,  Methodist  preachers 
were  supposed  to  be  subject  to  John 
Wesley!  To  many,  he  was  such  a  thorn  in 
the  flesh  that  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
Asbury  wrote,  ”1  am  inclined  to  think  the 
Lord  took  him  away  in  judgment, 
because  he  was  in  a  way  to  do  hurt  to  the 
cause .  . .” 

Nevertheless,  succeeding  generations 
had  a  better  opinion.  At  the  Convention  of 
the  National  Association  of  Local 
Preachers  in  1860,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
remains  of  Strawbridge  should  be 
located  and  removed  to  Mt.  Olivet 
Cemetery  in  Baltimore.  This  was  done 
that  same  year.  Ironically,  his 
monument  and  that  of  Bishop  Asbury  are 
only  a  few  feet  apart ! 

Who,  then,  was  really  the  first  to  plant 
the  Methodist  Church  in  America?  Was  it 
Embury,  or  was  it  Strawbridge? 

Records  show  that  in  response  to  the 


This  is  the  pulpit  believed  to  have  been 
built  by  Robert  Strawbridge.  It  was  used 
by  many  pioneers,  including  F'rancis 
Asbury.  It  now  stands  in  the  Lovely  Lane 
Museum  in  Baltimore. 


pleas  of  Barbara  Heck,  Embury  started 
a  Methodist  congregation  in  New  York 
City  during  September  or  October,  1766. 
This  congregation,  now  known  as  John 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  is  still 
flourishing. 

Strawbridge  started  when? 

But  when  did  Strawbridge  start  his 
first  congregation?  Alas,  no  one  is  quite 
sure! 

In  his  Journal  for  April  30, 1801,  Asbury 
wrote,  “This  settlement  of  Pipe  Creek  is 
the  richest  in  the  state:  here  Mr. 
Strawbridge  formed  the  first  society  in 
Maryland  —  and  America.  ” 

Ah,  but  when  was  it  formed? 

No  one  knows  exactly  when 
Strawbridge  was  born.  But  we  can  be 
reasonably  certain  that  he  came  to 
America  in  the  early  1760s.  At  this  point 
there  is  considerable  confusion,  for 
records  in  Maryland  show  that  in  1753  a 
Robert  Strawbridge  was  accused  of 
stealing  a  “pigg.” 

Was  this  the  Robert  Strawbridge  who 
preached  in  a  log  house  on  his  farm  just 
south  of  New  Windsor,  Maryland? 
Absolutely  not,  agree  the  authorities! 

In  his  excellent  book,  “From  Wesley  to 
Asbury”  Frank  Baker  is  certain  that 
Strawbridge  started  the  work  on  Pipe 
Creek  prior  to  the  beginnings  of 
Embury’s  work  in  New  York  City. 
Moreover,  he  has  an  excellent  argument. 
The  name  John  England  appears  in 
Strawbridge’s  list  of  members.  This 
name  also  appears  in  the  June  records  of 
a  Quaker  monthly  meeting  in  Fairfax, 
Va.  Those  records  state,  “John  England 
had  left  Friends  and  joined  in  society 
with  some  other  persuasion .  .  .” 

This  clearly  indicates  that  Strawbridge 
was  taking  in  members  by  at  least  June 
1766.  And  this,  of  course,  means  that 
Strawbridge  was  ahead  of  Embury  by  at 
least  several  months. 

Remarkable  ‘firsts’  listed 

Although  many  dates  concerning 
Strawbridge  are  a  little  smudgy,  his 
many  definite  firsts  are  not.  And  these 
remarkable  firsts  are  quite  important! 

Those  who  wish  to  view  some  of  the 
remarkable  firsts  attributed  to  Robert 
Strawbridge,  may  easily  do  so  by  going 
to  the  Lovely  Lane  Museum  in  Baltimore 
and  then  taking  a  trip  about  30  miles 
northwest  of  Baltimore.  Between  New 
Windsor  and  Taylorsville,  Maryland  one 
will  find  “Robert  Strawbridge  Country” 
complete  with  many  sites  and  markers. 

The  first  pulpit  used  by  Strawbridge, 
and  later  by  Bishop  Asbury  is  in  the 
museum.  When  Bishop  G.  Bromley 
Oxnam  stood  behind  it  on  November  2, 
1955,  he  sagely  remarked,  “Many 
evaluations  have  been  made  of 
Strawbridge,  but  if  he  built  this  pulpit  he 
was  a  very  good  carpenter,  for  tonight 
there  is  a  lot  of  weight  on  it.” 

Good  picture  remains 

Viewing  this  pulpit  —  probably  the 
oldest  Methodist  pulpit  in  America  —  one 
tries  to  visualize  the  one  who  built  it. 
Fortunately,  we  have  a  crisp  picture 
from  Mrs.  Rebecca  Bennett,  daughter  of 
John  Evans,  Strawbridge’s  first  convert. 
She  described  him  as  of  “medium  size, 
dark  complection,  black  hair,  had  a  very 
sweet  voice  and  was  an  excellent  singer. 
He  had  six  children  —  Robert,  George, 
Theophilus,  Jesse,  Betsy  and  Jane.” 

Two  of  his  children  were  buried 
beneath  this  pulpit.  One  wonders  what 
must  have  gone  through  his  mind  as  he 
was  preaching,  realizing  that  the  bodies 
of  two  of  his  children  were  beneath  his 
feet. 

The  well-kept  log  home  of  John  Evans 
is  on  the  trail  in  Strawbridge  Country. 
Not  only  was  Evans  Strawbridge’s  first 
convert;  but  he  was  probably  the  first 
American  converted  to  Methodism.  The 
first  class  meeting  in  America  was  in  this 
home.  And  not  only  did  Evans  lead  it,  but 
he  and  his  brother-in-law,  Andrew 
Poulson,  managed  the  Strawbridge  farm 
while  he  made  extended  trips  into 
Delaware  and  Virginia  founding  new 
societies. 


Robert  Strawbridge 


Strawbridge  was  always  evangelizing. 

The  first  class  meeting  was  soon 
moved  to  the  much  larger  Strawbridge 
house.  This  building,  although  modified 
from  the  original  still  stands.  In  his  book, 
Frank  Baker  says  the  building  became 
the  focal  point  “of  organized  Methodism 
in  America  ...  At  the  first  conference  in 
1773,  almost  half  the  membership  was 
found  to  be  in  Maryland.” 

Credit  for  the  first  Methodist  baptism 
also  goes  to  Strawbridge.  The  candidate, 
Henry  Maynard,  was  four  or  five  years 
old.  The  baptism  took  place  at  a  spring. 
“Strawbridge  dipped  up  with  his  hand 
some  water,  and  poured  it  on  his  head  in 
the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity.” 

That  Strawbridge  was  strong  willed  is 
indicated  by  the  minutes  of  the  first 
Methodist  Conference  held  in  America  in 
1773.  They  state  plainly,  “Every 
preacher  who  acts  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Wesley  and  the  brethren  who  labor  in 
America  is  strictly  to  avoid 
administrating  the  ordinances  of 
baptism  and  the  Lord’s  supper."  Still, 
there  was  an  understanding  which  did 
not  appear  in  the  written  minutes.  It 
stated;  except  Mr.  Strawbridge,  and  he 
under  the  particular  direction  of  the 
assistant. 

More  credits  noted 

Other  firsts  credited  to  Strawbridge 
include: 

•  inspiring  the  first  American  to  enter 
the  Methodist  ministry.  This  was 
Richard  Owings,  a  most  effective  man. 

•  arranging  for  permission  for  the  first 
slave  to  preach.  This  was  Jacob 
Toogood;  and  he  undoubtedly  was  the 
first  American  black  to  preach  in 
American  Methodism. 

•  building  the  first  Methodist 
meetinghouse  in  America.  This  building 
was  erected  in  1764.  Unfortunately  it  has 
disappeared.  Nevertheless,  the  site  can 
be  seen  near  Sam’s  Creek  in  Strawbridge 
Country.  (Sam’s  and  Pipe  Creeks  are 
very  close  to  one  another. ) 

While  preaching  in  1781,  Strawbridge 
passed  away  at  the  home  of  Joseph 
Wheeler  in  Ruxton,  just  north  of 
Baltimore.  At  the  time,  he  was  not  yet  50. 

The  funeral  service  was  preached  by 
his  friend,  Richard  Owings.  His  text  was, 
“I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven” 
(Revelation  14:13). 

Mr.  Ludwig,  who  is  writing  a  book 
about  Francis  Asbury,  traveled  to 
Strawbridge  Country  where  he 
researched  the  article  and  took  the 
photos.  He  lives  in  Tucson,  Ariz. 

f  Poem  of  the  Week  j 

Recognition 
By  DOROTHY  A.  STIC KELL 
When  we  receive  help  from  someone 
We  say  lightly, 

“Thanks.  You  made  my  day.” 

How  often  do  we  recognize  with  gratitude 
Our  true  Maker? 

“Thank  You,  Father. 

You  made  my  day!” 


Churchman  addresses  UN 


Disarmament  urged  by  world  Methodist  leader 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  A  West  Indian 
Methodist  clergyman  addressed  the 
United  Nations  Special  Session  on 
Disarmament  here  June  12. 

The  Rev.  Philip  A.  Potter,  general 
secretary  of  the  Geneva-based  World 
Council  of  Churches,  was  one  of  25 

Korean 
Methodists 
end  split 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  four-year- 
old  split  in  the  Korean  Methodist  Church 
ended  unofficially  on  May  24  with  the 
reading  of  a  Declaration  of 
Reunification,  reported  Lois  Miller,  head 
of  the  United  Methodist  World  Division, 
upon  her  return  from  Seoul. 

Television  cameras  and  newspaper 
reporters  were  on  hand  to  record  the 
historic  handshake  between  Bishop  Kim 
Chang  Hee,  leader  of  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church,  and  Cho  Pi  Duk, 
moderator  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Korea.  Their  embrace  sealed  the  act  of 
reunification. 

“For  me  this  was  the  high  point  of  the 
Missions  Rally  at  the  Chung  Dong 
Methodist  Church,"  said  Dr.  Miller. 
“The  1,500  people  present  cheered  and 
sa  ng  the  Doxology .  ’  ’ 

Official  reunification  will  take  place  at 
the  13th  General  Conference  in  late 
October,  she  said.  A  new  constitution  will 
be  put  into  effect,  bishops  will  be  elected 
and  members  of  the  boards  of  mission, 
education,  law  and  property  will  be 
chosen.  The  World  Division  expects  to 
have  a  representative  at  this  conference. 

The  church  split  into  two  groups  at  its 
1974  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Miller  also  held  a  luncheon 
meeting  with  11  key  church  people.  “The 
first  thing  they  said,”  according  to  Dr. 
Miller,  “was  ‘We  affirm  the  role  of 
missionaries.’  ” 

The  35  missionaries  affiliated  with  the 
World  Division  had  originally  avoided 
expressing  themselves  on  the  split  in  the 
church,  declaring  they  desired 
fellowship  "with  all  Methodists  in 
Korea.”  Because  there  was  “serious 
misunderstanding”  about  their  position 
of  “neutrality,”  the  missionaries  on  May 
7  issued  a  statement  expressing  “firm 
support  of  all  who  are  working  for  the 
unification  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Korea/’ 

In  every  meeting,  the  World  Division 
leader  said  she  made  it  very  clear  that 
women  should  be  included  in  the  decision 
making  bodies  of  the  church. 

Although  women  make  up  a  large 
segment  of  the  church’s  membership, 
she  said,  they  are  very  much  a  minority 
voice  in  the  life  of  the  national  church. 


representatives  of  Non-Governmental 
Organizations  (NGOs)  given  a  full  day 
to  present  their  views  on  disarmament  to 
diplomats  of  149  nations  gathered  in  the 
plenary  hall  of  the  General  Assembly, 

It  was  the  first  time  NGOs  have  been 
accorded  such  an  honor. 

Dr.  Potter  called  attention  to  four 
“qualitatively  new  elements”  in  the 
current  world  situation. 

First,  considerably  more  material  and 
human  resources  are  being  concentrated 
on  production  of  armaments. 

Secondly,  arms  production  and  sale 
have  become  part  of  the  national 
economic  policy  of  the  rich  developed 
world,  dictating  political  and  foreign 
policies. 

Of  the  over  130  armed  conflicts  since 
World  War  II,  nearly  all  have  been  in  the 
Third  World,  according  to  Dr.  Potter, 
and  the  powerful  nations  of  the  rich 
world  have  been  involved. 

“Disarmament  has  therefore  become 
a  truly  global  concern,”  he  said. 

Thirdly,  national  security  is  used  to 
justify  military  takeovers  and  the 
violation  of  basic  human  rights.  In  the 
defense  of  “law  and  order,”  sinister 
instruments  of  torture,  police  and  prison 
hardware  are  sold  to  minority  and 
undemocratic  regimes  especially  in  the 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

SHREVEPORT,  La.  —  The  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  has  called  on  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  abandon  a 
projected  half-million  dollar  research 
project  and  channel  the  funds  instead  to 
the  denomination’s  missional  priorities. 

Meeting  here  May  30- June  2,  the 
conference  voted  overwhelmingly  its 
disapproval  of  a  $584,000  “Research 
Design  for  United  Methodism  As  It 
Enters  Its  Third  Century”  approved  by 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  last 
March. 

Noting  that  planners  of  the  seven-year 
study  themselves  call  the  study  "a 
gamble,”  the  conference  resolution 
called  the  cost  of  the  project  “enormous” 
and  declared  that  “the  church  has  other 
responsibilities  calling  for  its  attention 
and  resources.” 

It  asked  that  the  funds  earmarked  for 
the  project  be  reallocated  for  the  three 
missional  priorities  established  for  the 
1976-80  quadrennium:  world  hunger,  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  and 
evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor  of 
Aldersgate  UMC,  Slidell,  who  sponsored 
the  resolution,  told  TM/UMR  he  believes 
the  project  is  a  waste  of  funds  and  “ought 
to  be  stopped  right  where  it  is.”  He  called 


Third  World,  he  reported. 

Fourthly,  “overshadowing  all  these 
dangerous  tendencies  is  the  development 
of  new  generations  of  even  more 
destructive  conventional  and  nuclear 
weapons.  There  is  a  growing  danger  of 
nuclear  proliferation  and  of  lowering  the 
nuclear  threshold. 

“Furthermore,  the  super-powers  are 
now  seeking  to  create  an  atmosphere  in 
which  ‘first  strike’  capability  will  sooner 
or  later  be  turned  to  reality,  and  thus 
hasten  the  annihilation  of  the  human 
race,”  said  the  church  leader. 

In  the  face  of  this  “accelerated 
insecurity,”  Dr.  Potter  said  Christians 
felt  called  to  bring  new  perspectives  to 
bear  on  militarism  and  the  arms  race. 

“Disarmament  is  not  the  affair  of 
statesmen  and  experts  only,  but  of  every 
man  and  woman  of  every  nation. 
Political  decisions  can  only  be  made 
when  people  are  fully  aware  of  the  facts 
and  are  enabled  to  discern  the  option* 
before  them,”  he  said. 

The  churches  have  a  distinctive  role  to 
play,  he  noted.  “They  will  continue  to 
rouse  the  conscience  of  people  and 
encourage  them  to  demonstrate  by 
attitude,  word  and  act  that  peace  and 
justice  are  not  ideals  to  be  cherished  but 
realities  to  be  achieved.” 


it  one  example  of  a  current  tendency  in 
the  church  “to  study  ourselves 
continually  instead  of  dealing  with  our 
problems.” 

Mr.  Andrews  cited  several  trends  he 
feels  have  led  to  an  over-concern  with 
research  by  the  general  church:  (1) 
uncertainty  about  the  church’s  future  in 
view  of  "somewhat  of  a  denominational 
crisis”  —  uncertainty  which  he  does  not 
share;  (2)  reflection  of  a  national 
emphasis  on  sociological  data  and 
“categorizing  people”;  (3)  a  tendency  by 
some  general  church  agencies  to  be  “out 
of  touch”  with  persons  in  the  local  church 
and  to  set  programs  without  “clear 
theological  understanding”;  (4)  a 
growing  bureaucracy  “which  needs  to 
justify  its  existence.” 

Mr.  Andrews  stressed  that  he  is  not 
opposed  to  acquiring  data  —  “it  is 
common  wisdom  that  we  need  to  know 
our  audience”  —  but  the  UMC  already 
has  research  and  evaluation  procedures 
available  to  it  throughout  the  connection 
and  does  not  need  a  massive  project  such 
as  this  one.  “The  way  to  find  out  where 
we  need  to  be  in  ministry  is  by  going  out 
in  ministry,”  he  said.  “We’ve  allowed  the 
‘study’  mentality  to  mold  us  —  and  often 
to  salve  our  consciences  by  letting  us 
think  we  re  doing  something.” 


Louisiana  conference  raps 
UMC  research  project 


EVANGELICAL  BOOK  CLUB 
The  Best  in  Evangelical  Books 
Any  3  Books  for  984 

(plus  75*  shipping  and  handling) 

SAVE  UP  TO  $60.00 
Buy  as  few  as  3  more  in  the  next  2  years. 


Mail  coupon  to 
EVANGELICAL  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  BOX  4522,  DES  MOI NES,  IOWA  50?36 

I  select  the  following  3  new  member  books 
# - # - # - 


05214  WYCLIFFE  BIBLE  ENCY¬ 
CLOPEDIA  (2v.)  edited  by  Pfeiffer. 
Vos.  Rea  (Moody)  $29.95.  900 
photographs,  maps,  charts,  and 
drawings,  plus  hundreds  of 
articles  contributed  by  over  200 
evangelical  scholars.  1872  pp. 
Counts  as  3. 

02584  CHRONICLES  OF  NARNIA 

(2v.)  by  C.  S.  Lewis  (Religious 
Book  Club)  $41.65.  These  seven 
fairy  tales  are  among  the  finest 
childrens  literature  published  in 
the  twentieth  century.  Challenging 
theological  implications.  1504  pp. 
Counts  as  2. 

08484  YOU  AND  YOURS  (Iversen- 
Norman)  $27.05.  Five  modern 
classics  in  one  volume!  A  Hand¬ 
book  to  Marriage  (Bovet)  I  Married 
You  (Trobisch)  Conflict  and 
Understanding  (Plattner)  Man  and 
Woman  (Wrage)  &  Raising  Your 
Child  (Craig)  848  pp  Counts  as  2. 
08528  DICTIONARY  OF  NEW 
TESTAMENT  THEOLOGY  (A-F;) 
ed.  by  Colin  Brown  (Zondervan) 
$27.95.  A  monumental  reference 
volume  —  every  maior  word  of 
the  New  Testament  analyzed 
"My  nomination  for  book  of  the 
year  —Ward  Casque  822  pp 
Counts  as  2. 

06447  THE  BEST  OF  PAUL 
T0URNIER  (Iversen-Norman) 
$22.35.  "Tournier  is  a  man  skilled 
in  medicine  and  wise  toward 
God"-William  Barclay.  Contains 
Guilt  and  Grace,  The  Person 
Reborn,  Meaning  of  Persons,  & 

To  Understand  Each  Other. 

796  pp  Counts  as  2. 

03210  A  CHARISMATIC  READER 
(Evangelical  Book  Club)  $16.15. 

A  balanced  look  at  the  modern 
charismatics:  Encounter  with  God 
(Kelsey)  The  Holy  Spirit  in 
Today's  Church  (Jorstad)  Speak- 
in  Tongues  (Mills)  &  Gathered  for 
Power  (Pulkingham)  756  pp. 
Counts  as  2. 


04208  ROMANS: 

SONS  OF  GOD  by  0. 
Marlyn  Uoyd-Jones 

(Zondervan)  $8.95. 33 
sermons  on  Romans 
8:  5-17  by  the  prince 
of  the  modern  pulpit. 
438  pp, 

06710  EXPOSITOR'S 
BIBLE  COMMENTARY 
(v.10)  ed.  by  Frank 

6aebelein  (Zondervan) 
$14.95.  "A  roaring 
success '-Ward 
Gasque.  Solid  exegesis 
of  I  Cor.— Gal.  508  pp. 


06426  A  HISTORY  OF 
THE  CHURCHES  IN 
THE  UNITED  STATES 
AND  CANADA  by 
Robert  Handy  (Oxford) 
$19.95.  A  mammoth, 
definitive  reference 
volume.  471  pp. 


06683  BEST  OF 
C.  S.  LEWIS 
(Iversen-Norman)  6  C. 
S.  LEWIS:  THE  SHAPE 
OF  HIS  FAITH  by  Paul 
Holmer  (Harper  & 

Row)  $10.90.  Lewis's 
5  greatest  works  and 
the  finest  study  of 
Lewis  636  pp 

07965  PREACHING 
THE  G000  NEWS 
by  George  Sweazey 

(Prentice-Hall)  $9.95 
A  good  big  book 
on  preaching  — 
spngntiy,  commineo 
to  the  Gospel 
340  pp 

03865  DEUTERONOMY 
by  J.  A.  Thompson 

(Inter-Varsity)  $7.95. 

A  thorough,  up-to- 
date.  verse-by-verse 
exegesis  of  "the  most 
significant  book  In 
Old  Testament 
scholarship  "  321  pp 


It 


01406  INTIMATE 
MARRIA6E  by  Howard 
A  Charlotte  Cllnebell 

(Harper  &  Row)  $6.95. 
Identifies  12  areas  of 
potential  conflict  and 
how  they  can  be 
overcome,  231  pp. 


07239  CHRISTIAN 
PSYCHIATRY  by  Frank 
Minlrth  (Revell) 
$10.00.  Gives  the 
pastor  a  wealth  of 
material  in  a  compact, 
understandable  form 
224  pp 


07287  A  WAY  OF 
SEEIN6  by  Edith 
Schaeffer  (Revell)  & 
THE  GOSPEL  CHAR¬ 
ACTERS  by  Leonard 
Griffith  (Eerdmans) 


08357  GOOD  NEWS 
IS  FOR  SHARING  by 
Leighton  Ford  (Cook) 
&  MIND  CHANGERS 
by  Emory  Griffin 
(Tyndale)  $11.90.  How 


$11.90.  "Two  refresh-  to  "make  friends  for 
ing  spiritual  guides'"-  God."  431  pp. 
Warren  Wlersbe. 

447  pp. 


Thaao  reepeoled  leader*  choosa  our  monthly  aataettona: 
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DONALD  TINOfft 

America'#  loramoat  aaaoclat#  editor  of 

black  evangel tart  ChrieManHy  Today 


BBS 


president  of  Oallaa  preeldent  of  Fuller 

Theological  Semi-  Theological  Seml- 


Please  enroll  me  as  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Book  Club.  Send  the  above  3 
books  as  my  special  gift  for  Joining.  Bill  me  98c  plus  75<  shipping  and  handling. 
(If  I  am  not  completely  satisfied.  I  may  return  the  books  within  10  days  and  owe 
nothing  )  Each  month  I  will  receive  e  bulletin  ennouncing  the  new  club  selection. 
If  I  do  not  want  this  book  I  will  send  beck  the  advence  notice  cerd  within  10 
days.  If  I  do  not  return  this  card  within  the  specified  time,  I  understand  that  the 
monthly  selection  will  be  shipped  automatically.  Any  book  may  be  returned  within 
10  days  for  a  full  refund  My  only  obligation  Is  to  buy  3  more  books  during  tho 
noxt  2  years. 


|  Name  (Print)  _ 
|  Address _ 


|  □  I  enclose  $1.73  for  speedy  delivery. 


Otter  outstanding  books  to  chooss  from: 

06408  00  IT  YOURSELF  HEBREW  AND  OREEK  by  Edward  Saadritk 

(Multnomah  Pma)  St.M,  248  pp.' 

18716  EXPLORWQ  REVELATION  by  Mm  Phillips  (Moody)  16.96, 282  pp. 
64646  DEATH  AND  MHRSTRY  wl.  fey  Bairn,  Kutabar,  Ratio  6  Roma  (Sot- 
bury)  $16.16, 278  pp. 

61676  WAUQM  WITH  THE  WANTS  by  WlMTnWWft*«(Bakar)r.N,  289  pp. 
66668  BEST  OF  A.  W.  TDZER  compiM  by  Warren  W ton*  (Bator)  $6.16, 
206pp. 

nm  HARMS  IT  ON  A  PAtTOR’f  PAY  by  Manfred  H»M  (Abingdon)  A 
UNDERGROUND  MANUAL  FOR  MINI6TER8’  WIVES  by  Rirtb  Truman 

(Abingdon)  66J6, 301  pp. 

68646  THE  PROBLEM  OF  WINESKINS  by  Howard  Snydor  (Inter-Varsity) 
SS.98,  216  pp. 

•6866  WORLDLY  EVANGELICALS  by  Richard  Quabadaaux  (Harper  &  Row) 
16.16.182  pp. 

13776  PASTORAL  COUNSEUNO  by  Wlyna  Oatai  (Wertminiter)  $7  50. 240  pp. 
16237  MACMILLAN  ATLAS  HISTORY  OF  CHRIS~'*MTY  by  Franfefbi  LKtall 

(Macmillan)  Slf.66, 178  pp. 

66821  RELIGION  AND  MEDICINE  (4v.)  Living  with  Dying,  Undaretaadlng 
Maatal  Mama,  Wbaf  Can  I  Do  About  tha  Part  of  Ma  I  Don’t  Lika?  Halting 

“  “  - U  (Augsburg)  $11.80,427  pp. 
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A  week  with 


the  Presbyterians 

AN  EDITORIAL  BY  RAY  BRANTON 

It  was  my  privilege  last  week  to  serve  as  ecumenical  representative  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  the  General  Assembly  (like  our  General  Conference)  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  (Southern  Presbyterian).  In  a  bold  move  to 
strengthen  ecumenical  ties,  the  Presbyterians  have  given  voice  and  vote  in  their 
standing  committees  to  the  ecumenical  representatives,  and  voice  (without  vote)  on 
the  floor  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Both  contrasts  and  similarities  were  immediately  apparent.  There  were  a  few 
black  and  oriental  faces,  but  the  PCUS  is  heavily  southern,  white,  upper  middle 
class.  Soft  southern  accents  prevailed.  Rather  than  bishops  on  the  platform,  there 
was  a  moderator,  whose  position  is  largely  ceremonial,  elected  for  a  one  year  term 
as  presiding  officer  and  titular  head  of  the  denomination.  Seated  right  beside  the 
moderator  was  the  Stated  Clerk,  who  seemed  to  have  more  power  in  the  General 
Assembly  than  our  bishops  do  at  Genera]  Conference.  He  was,  at  once, 
parliamentarian,  advisor  to  the  moderator,  and  expert  on  all  things  legislative. 
Never  once,  was  the  moderator  challenged  on  any  of  his  statements.  The  Assembly 
is  a  much  more  manageable  body  than  General  Conference  since  there  are  only  a 
little  over  400  delegates.  It  meets  annually,  which  reduces  the  power  of  the  national 
headquarters,  but  adds  to  administrative  expense. 

Presbyterians  have  always  been  more  of  a  confessional  church  than  Methodists. 
This  gives  them  both  the  problem  of  doctrinal  rigidity  and  the  substantial  advantage 
of  a  specific  standard  against  which  to  evaluate  theological  fads  and  fashions.  The 
founding  document  for  the  church  is  Calvin's  Institutes,  while  ours  is  primarily,  The 
Standard  Sermons  of  John  Wesley  and  his  notes  on  the  New  Testament.  The 
Institutes  are  rational  and  systematic.  Wesley's  sermons  are  no  less  scholarly,  but 
are  not  arranged  in  a  systematic  rational  system.  Presbyterians  are  more  rational 
and  systematic  than  we,  and  this  tone  pervades  the  General  Assembly . 

Evangelism  was  a  substantially  muted  emphasis  at  this  meeting.  Concern  was 
expressed  over  loss  of  membership.  When  I  inquired,  I  was  assured  evangelism  was 
one  of  the  departments  of  the  Mission  Board.  I  heard  nothing  at  all  about  church 
growth  philosophy,  currently  so  popular  among  United  Methodist. 

When  it  comes  to  the  issues  confronting  the  United  Methodist  Church,  we  are  in 
many  ways  already  one  church.  Many  issues  at  this  General  Assembly  paralleled 
the  1976  General  Conference:  The  nature  of  the  Christian  mission  was  debated  in 
reaction  to  a  statement  on  mission,  which  focused  heavily  on  witness  for  social 
justice  and  liberation  of  the  oppressed.  The  paper  was  adopted  for  study  after 
amendments  to  add  an  equal  emphasis  on  discipleship. 

Women's  concerns  surfaced  at  many  points,  including  more  equal  representation 
at  all  levels  of  the  church  and  for  the  elimination  of  sexist  language.  Co-pastorates  of 
local  churches  were  rejected,  as  unworkable,  though  it  is  clear  that  women  clergy 
are  on  the  way  toward  becoming  a  significant  factor  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

Homosexuality  was  debated  for  over  an  hour.  The  issue  was  wisely  deferred  until 
a  more  careful  statement  could  be  worked  out  by  persons  better  equipped  for  the 
task  than  a  legislative  body  would  be. 

By  far,  the  most  important  issue,  however,  dealt  with  the  manner  in  which  major 
changes  are  made  (such  as  confessional  issues  and  church  union).  The  PCUS  has 
over  60  presbyteries  (similar  to  Annual  Conferences)  They  vary  in  size  from  about 
3,000  persons  to  over  40,000.  Still  on  the  big  issues,  each  presbytery  has  one  vote,  and 
3/4  majority  of  all  the  presbyteries  is  required  to  enact  change.  In  practice,  the 
small  presbyteries,  primarily  in  rural  and  small  town  locales,  have  stopped  almost 
all  change.  As  a  result  many  significant  issues  have  been  sidestepped.  Among  these, 
none  is  more  obvious  than  the  failure  to  unite  with  the  Northern  Presbyterian  and 
heal  the  breach  caused  by  the  Civil  War. 

In  a  very  heated  contest,  the  Assembly  voted  to  give  a  "weighted"  vote  to  the 
larger  presbyteries,  to  compensate  for  their  numerical  size,  and  to  consider  a 
majority  vote  of  the  presbyteries  (rather  than  three-fourths)  to  be  sufficient  for 
adoption  of  the  plan. 

I  spoke  on  this  issue  in  the  committee  to  which  I  had  been  assigned.  At  the  urging 
of  persons  on  the  committee,  I  also  spoke  on  the  floor  of  the  General  Assembly.  The 
freedom  given  to  me,  an  outsider,  to  express  an  opinion  on  this  critical  issue 
continues  to  amaze  me. 

My  strongest  impression,  however,  was  the  warmth  and  Christian  love  with  which 
our  Presbyterian  friends  received  me.  Their  openness  was  a  lesson  in  Christian 
charity  I  shall  long  remember.  Their  leadership  in  things  ecumenical  is  an  example 
we  could  well  afford  to  follow.  I  have  long  felt  closer  to  Presbyterianism  than  to 
almost  any  other  denomination.  This  week  solidified  that  kinship.  Already,  we  are 
closer  together  than  we  have  yet  believed. 
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The  picture  shows  DR.  ROBERT  F.  HARRINGTON,  Director  of  Promotion, 
LOUISIANA  MORAL  AND  CIVIC  FOUNDATION,  receiving  a  Certificate  of 
Appreciation  from  WWL  Radio  and  Television  Stations  in  New  Orleans  on  the 
occasion  of  marking  eight  and  one  half  years  of  his  weekly  broadcast,  Lift  for  Life. 

Mrs.  Mickey  Welman.  Public  Service  Director,  is  malting  the  presentation  at 
WWL  Headquarters.  Mr.  Michael  Early  is  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 


The  Wesley  'foundation 

Louisiana  Tech  University 
Ruston,  Louisiana 


A  special  project  during  Lent  for  the  students  at  the  WESLEY  FOUNDATION  at 
LOUISIANA  TECH  UNIVERSITY.  Ruston.  was  the  observance  of  the  Love  Loaves, 
asking  students  to  make  a  sacrificial  offering  for  the  World  Hunger  Project.  The 
Community  Service  Chairman,  Donna  Bassett,  Shreveport,  presented  to  the  Council 
President,  Kim  Sumrall,  Shreveport,  a  check  in  the  amount  of  $207.83  for  this 
project.  Reverend  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.,  is  the  director  of  the  Tech  Wesley 
Foundation. 


A  resourcing  event  to  further 
ethnic  minority  local  churches 

Two  Louisiana  ministers  to  participate 


WASHINGTON.  D.C.  -  In  the  biblical 
two  by  two  pattern,  nearly  100  United 
Methodists  have  returned  to  their  own 
annual  conference  across  the  nation  to 
heighten  awareness  of  and  concern  for 
the  denomination’s  Missional  Priority  on 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Churches. 

Two  participants  from  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  are  willing  to  be 
used  by  local  churches,  sub-districts, 
districts,  and  the  conference  in  general 
—  The  Rev.  Roger  D  La  than,  1616  8th 
Street,  Alexander,  LA  71301,  and  The 
Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  Box  100,  Dulac,  LA 
70353. 

The  interpreters  were  prepared  in  the 
capital  city  in  April  by  what  was 
officially  called  *a  resourcing  event’,  an 
experience  in  warmth,  mutuality, 
openness,  inclusiveness  and  trust. 

Although  the  interpreters  are  to 
encourage  increased  giving  to  the  EMLC 
effort,  finance  was  one  of  the  least- 
mentioned  facets  of  the  April  24-26 
program,  conducted  by  United  Methodist 
Communications.  Emphasis  was  placed 
instead  on  the  ethnic  minority 
congregations’  wanting  to  be  part  of  the 
church’s  mission,  rather  than  being 
objects  of  mission,  and  the  role  of  such 
churches  in  the  total  life  and  potential  for 
United  Methodism. 

Bishop  Ault  urged  the  whites,  the 
membership  majority,  “to  recognize 
that  the  four  major  ethnic  groups 
represent  but  five  percent  of  the  total 
membership,  but  that  their  significance 
to  the  body  is  way  out  of  proportion  to 
their  numbers.  If  the  inclusiveness  we 
affirm  is  denied  by  our  actions,  within  a 
generation  the  inclusive  church  about 
which  we  now  boast  may  no  longer 
exist.”  He  called  on  the  ethnic  minorities 
to  “continue  their  patient  but  persistent 
witness.”  “To  be  an  authentic 
community,”  the  bishop  said,  “it  is 
necessary  for  those  who  hold  power  to 
share  that  power  with  other  members.  ” 

The  Rev,  Woodie  W.  White,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race,  reiterated  the  evangelism 


theme:  "The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  the  opportunity  for  evangelism 
where  other  denominations  don't, 
because  we  have  local  churches  in  ethnic 
minority  communities,  though  they 
reach  only  a  small  percentage  of  the 
potential."  Dr.  White  expressed 
realization  that  tension  comes  from  need 
for  strengthening  of  majority  churches 
also,  but  said  this  would  be  forwarded  by 
the  EMLC  effort. 

To  "develop  an  awareness  of  the 
EMLC  dimensions”  and  potential  for  the 
church,  the  interpreters  have  agreed  to 
spend  at  least  ten  days  per  year 
interpreting  the  priority  within  their 
annual  conferences.  This  will  entail  not 
only  district  and  local  church  itineration 
but  also  working  with  conference 
leadership  for  greater  understanding 
and  support. 

The  information  came  from  a  variety 
of  sources : 

Ethnic  leaders  —  The  Rev  Marvin  B. 
Abrams,  Rochester,  N.Y.,  "Native 
Americans  continue  to  watch  and  wait 
and  hope,  wanting  to  be  a  real  active  part 
of  the  church.”  The  Rev.  Douglass  Fitch, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  "At  stake  (for  blacks) 
is  the  question  of  what  to  do  to  affirm  our 
identity  in  a  white  church.  We  are  called 
to  be  one  with  diversity.”  The  Rev. 
Hector  Navas,  Farmington,  N.M.,  "Most 
needed  is  understanding  of  Hispanic 
culture,  .  .  .  and  the  church  must  be 
willing  to  enter  the  barrio  and  minister.” 
The  Rev.  Peter  Sun,  Silver  Spring,  Md., 
Korean,  "To  have  unity  in  the  church, 
the  whole  church  must  know  how  to 
accept  others  with  equality  and  dignity.” 
Worship  in  various  cultural  patterns  was 
led  by  ethnic  representatives. 

The  Rev.  Readus  Watkins,  Evanston, 
Ill.,  associate  general  secretary  of 
United  Methodist  Communications,  in 
charge  of  the  event,  said  that 
membership  growth  of  ethnic  minority 
churches  in  recent  years  "shows  we  are 
a  covenant  people."  The  priority  is 
intended  to  be  “future-oriented,  not  to 
make  it  a  guilt  trip  for  the  majority.” 


REV.  JERRY  JAMES,  JAMES  POOLE,  and  REV  JERRY  FULLER  have 
completed  a  CLINICAL  PASTORAL  EDUCATION  Extended  Unit  at  the  V.A. 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans.  Their  Supervisor  was  the  Reverend  Bob  Dollar.  This  was 
the  first  C.P.E.  unit  at  this  hospital. 


News  briefs 

Lea  Joyner  is  to  be  the  conference 
preacher  for  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference,  July  8-11,  1978.  She  has  been 
asked  to  tell  the  story  of  the  Southsiae 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its  growth 
these  26  years.  On  Wednesday  night  she 
will  preach  on  "Witnessing  on  The  Other 
Side- 


One  of  the  outstanding  staff  members 
of  the  1978  School  of  Christian  Mission,  to 
be  held  July  28-August  3  at  Nebraska 
Wesleyan  University  is  Mrs.  Inez  W. 
Chrisentery,  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  who 
will  be  teaching  "Contemporary  China," 
along  with  Rev.  Rodney  Wilmouth  of 
Lincoln.  Mrs.  Chrisentery  has  a  B.A. 
degree  from  Southern  University  and  an 
M.A.  from  Louisiana  State  University. 
She  has  long  been  a  teacher  in  public 
education  and  has  taught  in  Conference 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission  throughout 
the  South  and  Southeast  for  the  last 
twelve  years. 


La  Grange  United  Methodist  Church. 
New  Orleans-Houma  District  is  very 
appreciative  of  the  donation  to  the 
church  of  the  entire  will  of  Lucide  Martin 
Cox.  Mrs.  Cox  was  a  sister  of  Rev.  B. 
Joseph  Martin,  Louisiana  Conference 
Minister,  who  was  recently  retired  at  the 
1978  Annual  Conference  session.  The 
church  property  had  originally  been 
donated  by  her  father,  Rev.  A.  D.  Martin. 
Sr.  The  present  congregation  are 
planning  an  educational  building  in  her 
memory. 


Attention  Local  Church 
Treasurers.  Please  make  checks  to 
the  Conference  Office  payable  to: 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Treasurer  or  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr 


Around  the  Conference 


HENNING  MEMORIAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  has  a  complete 
Woodworking  Shop.  It  was  built  by  members  and  was  completed  in  the  early  spring, 
and  is  open  to  persons  interested  in  the  art  of  wood  working. 

Pictured  are  some  members  of  the  Woodworking  Committee:  C.  T.  Cruce. 
Herbert  Moye  and  Billy  Thompson. 


Rev.  Beverly  E.  Bond  is  pastor  at  Henning. 


NEW  PASTORS  in  the  MONROE  DISTRICT  and  their  wives  were  greeted  at  a 
District  Picnic  on  June  15  at  Peck's  Camp  near  Sicily  Island.  Shown  are  Douglas. 
Laura  and  Christine  Madden,  St.  Joseph-Wesley;  Paul  and  Una  Carroll,  Monroe 
Memorial;  West  Monroe  First;  Howard  Hudson,  West  Monroe  Walnut  Grove; 
Alonzo  and  Jacqueline  Campbell,  Monroe  St.  James  and  Mount  Olive;  Ed  and  Becky 
Parks,  West  Monroe  Claiborne-Wilhite;  Larry  and  Judy  O'Dell,  West  Monroe 
Asbury;  and  Garland  and  Gladys  Dean,  Oak  Grove. 


Officers  of  the  Monroe  District  Parson- 
ettes  were  elected  at  a  meeting  at  the 
picnic.  Mary  Robinson,  third  from  right, 
is  the  new  president.  Other  officers 
pictured  are  (l  to  r):  Mrs.  Larry  O'Dell, 
Mrs.  Stone  Caraway,  Mrs.  James  Cara¬ 
way;  Mrs.  Ed  House,  Mrs.  Sidney 
Seegers.  and  Mrs.  Garland  Dean.  James 
J.  Caraway  is  the  Monroe  District  Super¬ 
intendent. 


The  Youth  of  St.  Andrew  UMC  in  New 
Orleans  are  planning  a  trip  to  Nashville 
to  tour  the  headquarters  of  the  Boards 
and  Agencies  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  last  money  raising  project 
was  a  "Slave  Day”  when  the  youth  were 
auctioned  off  to  the  highest  bidders.  The 
picture  at  left  is  the  group  at  their  lunch 
break  on  Slave  Day. 


First  row,  Leo  Caire,  Tim  Durbin, 
Ralph  Pace,  Charles  Eubanks.  Second 
row,  Denise  Gonsoulin,  Gigi  Caire, 
Jamie  Lawrence,  Ann  Rogers,  Kathy 
Wilbourn  3rd  row  —  Joye  Preston, 
Counselor;  Caroline  Storm,  Ellen  Pace, 
David  Eubanks,  Billy  Mohr  and  Frank 
Christopher. 


The  Council  on  Ministries  at  St. 
Andrew  UMC  in  New  Orleans  sponsors  a 
quarterly  banquet  to  welcome  new 
members.  A  "Talent  Gong  Show"  was 
the  entertainment  for  the  April  supper. 
Rev  W.  Eubanks  is  pastor. 


FRANK  KNAPS  ( center )  is  honored  by  CARROLLTON  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH  for  being  the  church's  oldest  member  —  75  years  of  faithful 
membership  and  attendance,  since  she  joined  in  1903.  Pinning  a  double  corsage  on 
her  is  Miss  Emma  Kuntz,  long-time  friend  and  member  of  Carrollton.  At  right  is 
Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor. 
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»svmvw-: Edjitoria Is  Here  I  Stand 

Gallup  poll  offers  evidence  that  Pastors  must  take  lead  in  special  off  erings 
evangelism  needs  personal  touch 


Why  does  a  person  become  a  member 
of  and/or  regularly  attend  a  church? 

According  to  a  recently  completed 
“Gallup  poll’’  of  both  the  “churched” 
and  “unchurched"  in  America,  being 
invited  has  a  lot  to  do  with  the  answer  to 
that  question  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

The  poll  shows  that  among  the  59 
percent  of  the  population  who  are  regular 
churchgoers,  one  of  the  key  reasons 
given  for  participation  is  that  “I  was 
invited  to  this  church  by  a  member.’’  On 
the  other  side  of  the  coin,  64  percent  of 
the  persons  who  don’t  go  to  church  say  no 
one  has  ever  invited  them  to  attend. 
(That’s  38  million  persons  in  this  country 
who  are  “uninvited.”) 

“Our  findings  show  that  most 
churchpersons  have  never  invited  an 
unchurched  person  to  church,”  said  Dr. 
George  Gallup,  who  heads  the  firm  which 
conducted  the  survey.  “When  we  ask  the 
question  of  what  we  can  do  to  increase 
church  participation,  it  seems  that 
inviting  people  to  attend  is  essential.” 

This  result  from  Dr.  Gallup’s  poll 
hopefully  will  not  fall  on  deaf  ears  within 
the  Christian  congregations.  Much 
money,  time  and  effort  have  been 
expended  by  our  denomination  and 
others  in  recent  years  to  promote  church 
growth. 

Nationally,  the  UMC  has  established 
evangelism  as  a  churchwide  “missional 
priority”  coupled  with  programs  to 

Cambodia: 
a  nation 
killing  itself 

“Auto-genocide”  is  a  newly  coined 
term  being  used  more  and  more  today  to 
describe  what  is  happening  to  a  nation  of 
people  in  Cambodia  —  now  called 
Democratic  Kampuchea  by  its  current 
Communist  regime. 

This  term  has  been  coined  by  persons 
who  have  visited  Cambodia  and  those 
who  have  talked  to  Cambodian  refugees 
in  an  effort  to  describe  a  situation  so 
horrible  that  no  existing  term  is 
sufficient. 

“Genocide”  means  the  systematic, 
planned  execution  of  a  race,  a  culture  or 
a  nation  of  people.  It  is  the  word  we  use  to 
describe  what  Nazi  Germany  almost 
succeeded  in  doing  to  the  Jews.  In 
Cambodia,  if  reports  corftlhg  out  of  that 
tragic  land  are  even  half  correct,  “auto¬ 
genocide’  ’  appears  to  be  taking  place  —  a 
nation  of  people  is  exterminating  itself. 

Because  the  nation  has  been  closed,  for 
the  most  part,  to  visitors  from  outside  its 
borders  (even  from  other  communist 
nations ) ,  exact  statistics  on  the  death  toll 
there  are  difficult  to  come  by.  NBC-TV 
has  estimated  that  nearly  half  the  people 
there  have  been  killed  by  their  own 
leaders.  Yugoslavian  journalists  who 
visited  Cambodia  report  that  cities  are 
empty,  no  elderly  persons  can  be  seen 
and  much  of  the  country’s  youth  are 
confined  to  roving  labor  camps.  The 
American  Jewish  Committee  has  said 
the  killing  “approached  the  enormity  of 
the  Nazi  exterminations.” 

In  the  face  of  such  revelations,  the 
civilized  world  can  only  shudder. 
Individuals  can  only  feel  the  nausea  of 
helplessness. 

Amid  the  helplessness  and 
hopelessness,  however,  we  urge 
Christians  everywhere  to  pray  for  the 
people  of  Cambodia.  There  is  no  nation 
on  earth  today  which  cries  out  louder  for 
the  redeeming  love  of  Jesus  Christ  than 
this  bloodstained  land. 


strengthen  church  schools  in  an  effort  to 
promote  growth  and  Christian 
discipleship.  While  these  programs  are 
vitally  needed  as  parts  of  our 
denomination’s  outreach  efforts,  the 
Gallup  poll  tells  us  something  about  such 
programs  worth  hearing:  programs 
alone  won’t  do  the  job  alone.  People 
make  the  difference. 

Can  a  church  expect  to  grow  where 
“most  members”  have  never  offered 
Christian  fellowship  to  those  who  do  not 
attend  church? 

We  should  quit  “hiding  our  light”  and 
begin  again  to  “let  it  shine.” 

If  each  of  us  would  just  extend  an 
invitation  to  our  friends  and  neighbors 
who  do  not  attend  church,  most  of  those 
“uninvited”  38  million  persons  could  no 
longer  say  “No  one  ever  ^sked  me  to 
attend  their  church.”  In  the  process,  we 
might  find  that  this  simple,  obvious 
approach  might  do  more  for  church 
growth  than  anything  else  our 
denomination  has  tried. 

Letter  to  the  Editor 
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By  M.  THOS.  SWANTNER 

Regarding  those  "special  day 
offerings,”  how  mandatory  is  the 
“shall”?  Paragraph  915  of  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  names  the  four  general 
church  special  day  offerings:  Human 
Relations  Day,  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  United  Methodist  Student  Day, 
and  World  Communion  Offering. 

In  the  rubrics  for  local  church 
recognition  of  these  special  days,  the 
word  “shall”  appears  several  times. 
There  “shall  be”  promotion  of  the  day, 
“shall  be”  an  observance,  “shall  be"  an 
offering,  and  remittances  “shall  be” 
made  promptly  to  the  conference 
treasurer. 

These  four  general  church  offerings 
are  an  unique  part  of  the  connectional 
nature  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Unlike  conference  claims,  World 
Service,  Black  Colleges,  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  and  Missional 
Priorities,  there  is  neither  an 
apportionment  nor  fair  share  asking. 
Local  churches  and  pastors  are  directed 
by  the  “Discipline”  to  give  the  local 
membership  an  opportunity  to  share  in 
the  connectional  mission  and  ministry 
following  the  basic  steps  outlined  in 


paragraph  915. 

Various  reports  show  an  alarming 
disregard  for  these  general  church 
directives  at  the  local  church  level.  One 
annual  conference  report  shows  that  of 
its  nearly  650  churches,  250  practice 
“selective  compliance,”  choosing  which 
special  offerings  to  receive  and  which  to 
slight.  Such  methods  of  operation 
naturally  impede  the  overall  ministries 
for  which  the  four  special  day  offerings 
are  intended.  This  particular 
conference’s  report  also  revealed  that  72 
churches  remitted  no  funds  for  any  of  the 
causes  of  the  special  offerings.  An  annual 
conference  in  a  neighboring  state  filed  a 
parallel  report. 

Size  of  church,  total  local  budget, 
ministerial  support  and  other 
contingencies  seem  to  have  no  bearing  on 
non-involvement  or  lack  of  full 
participation.  From  the  smallest 
congregation,  to  the  largest,  the  malady 
of  non-response  can  be  found. 

What  is  the  remedy?  As  always,  the 
key  person  is  the  pastor.  As  chief 
communicator,  it  is  the  pastor’s 
responsibility  to  be  sure  the  congregation 
is  told  that  “there  is  a  baby  on  the 
doorstep  of  the  church.”  United 


Methodists  of  the  warm-hearted 
tradition  usually  respond  generously  to 
understood  need  and  program. 

But  if  the  “shalls”  of  paragraph  915 
have  any  obligatory  power,  the  local 
pastor  must  take  the  lead. 


"Here  1  Stand "  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  M.  Thos. 
Swantner,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Pana,  Illinois. 


TM/UMR  Hotline 


How  will  the  ERA 
strengthen  family? 


To  the  Editor : 

I  was  puzzled  by  an  article  in  the  May 
19  issue  of  TM/UMR  stating  that  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Family 
Life  backs  ERA.  Would  someone  please 
explain,  in  meaningful  English  (1)  how 
the  ERA  “will  strengthen  and  protect 
family  life”  and  (2)  what  is  meant  by 
“national  debate  (on  the  ERA)  is 
continuing  and  should  not  be  arbitrarily 
foreclosed"? 

The  text  of  the  ERA  Resolution  passed 
by  Congress  on  March  22,  1972,  states, 
“The  following  article  is  proposed  as  an 


Debate  over  worship  ritual  continues 


To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  add  a  loud  “Amen”  to 
the  letter  written  by  Lee  Madinger 
(TM/UMR,  June  9)  and  add  a  postscript. 

Some  years  ago  it  was  my  privilege  to 
take  a  premed  course  in  mental  hygiene 
under  Dr.  Samuel  Hartwell.  In  one  of  his 
lectures  on  mental  hygiene,  religion  and 
health,  given  to  a  group  of  ministers,  he 
pointed  out  the  value  of  worship  in  the 
treatment  of  mental  disease.  He  said,  “If 
the  path  of  worship  from  the  world  to  the 
altar  of  God  is  well  trod,  the  danger  of 
mental  disease  is  greatly  decreased.”  He 
also  said  that  in  a  hospital,  a  minister 
from  a  liturgical  church  is  able  to  do 
much  more  for  the  patient  than  one  from 
a  non-liturgical  church.  He  said  that  he 
had  seen  violent  patients  become  calm 
and  remain  calm  for  several  days  by 
being  administered  the  Sacrament.  For 
the  gate  of  worship  remains  open  to  the 
sick  mind  after  all  other  doors  of 
communication  have  been  closed. 

As  for  reading  prayers,  it  might  be  well 
to  consider  the  teachings  of  John  Wesley. 
He  instructed  his  ministers  to  use  only 
the  prayers  found  in  the  Church  of 
England  Prayer  Book.  He  said  that  none 
of  them  were  able  to  compose  prayers  of 
equal  worth.  (I  use  as  much  care  in 
composing  and  writing  my  pastoral 
prayers  as  I  do  in  preparing  my  sermon. 

I  have  often  been  asked  for  copies.)  At 
the  end  of  the  service  he  prepared  for  the 
American  churches,  we  find  the 
following  notation.  “Here  endeth  the 
order  of  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer. 
When  a  sermon  is  to  follow  the  minister 
shall  make  use  of  suitable  prayers  and 
hymns  before  and  after  at  his  discretion” 
(i.e.  he  separated  the  service  of  worship 
from  the  sermon).  Today,  many 
ministers  are  so  proud  of  their  sermons 
that  they  would  make  listening  to  them 
an  act  of  worship.  As  a  leader  in  worship, 
the  minister  acts  as  priest  and  every  part 
of  the  service  is,  or  should  be  deo-centric. 
After  the  oblation  the  service  becomes 
ego-centric  and  the  priest  becomes  a 
prophet.  Wm.  Esler  Slocum 

Delevan,  New  York 

A  gong  question 

To  the  Editor: 

After  Mr.  Madinger’s  spirited 
declamation  against  the  theology, 
wording  and  music  of  gospel  hymns  and 
his  defense  of  the  1964  Methodist  Hymnal 
(TM/UMR,  June  9),  it  would  be  just  fair 
for  him  to  tell  your  readers  how  many  of 
Charles  Wesley’s  77  hymns  in  that 
hymnal  his  church  used  in  worship 
services  last  year. 

It  might  be  a  good  idea  for  him  to  say, 
also,  if  he  has  ever  really  read  the  words 
of  those  hymns  and  considered  the 
theology  they  represent. 

Stephen  J.  Kennedy 

Needham  Heights,  Massachusetts 

Worship  view  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  commend  Lee  B.  Madinger  for 
his  superb  letter  in  the  June  9  issue 
dealing  with  the  previous  article  on 
worship  by  Larry  Jacobson. 

Without  restating  any  of  Mr. 
Madinger’s  fine  points,  I  would  like  to 
comment  on  the  music  proposals  of  Mr. 
Jacobson.  I  think  we  should  finally  come 
to  terms  with  the  whole  body  of  the  so- 
called  “gospel  tunes."  While  these  are 
both  theologically,  and  musically 
inferior,  they  did  serve  a  need  in  a 
certain  period  of  growth  in  the 
Protestant  church  in  the  United  States. 
There  was  a  time  when  Christian 
concepts  had  to  be  presented  in  the  most 
simple  terms,  in  both  text  and  music,  to  a 
large  number  of  people  and  without  the 
aid  of  printed  material.  Repetition  was 
the  most  logical  method.  However,  to 
suggest  that  we  are  still  at  this  level  or, 
much  worse,  to  try  and  return  educated 
people  to  this  lower  state  is  doing  the 
church  a  great  injustice.  To  ask  that 
Christians  today  tlill  repeat  the  same 
tiresome  phrases  over  and  over  is  to  miss 
the  whole  meaning  of  public  worship. 
Some  of  the  most  joyless  music  I  have 
ever  experienced  has  been  the  endless 
singing  of  a  “gospel  song”  complete  with 
Hammond  organ  and  piano 
accompaniment.  I  would  like  to  suggest 
that  Mr.  Jacobson  and  Mrs.  Octavia 
Thompson  (whose  letter  follows  Mr. 
Madinger’s  in  the  same  issue,  and 
supports  Mr.  Jacobson’s  cause)  get 


together  and  sing  any  of  the  following 
hymns  from  the  UM  Book  of  Hymns: 
numbers  4,  9,  20,  30,  37,  470  and  536.  Real 
joy!  By  the  way,  there  are  several 
hundred  more! 

I  feel  the  basic  concept  of  worship  has 
been  completely  lost  in  the  majority  of 
our  churches  and  we  have  descended  to 
the  point  of  merely  entertaining  our 
congregations  for  an  hour.  Lest  anyone 
interpret  this  as  being  too  harsh  on  the 
clergy,  let  me  hasten  to  say  that  just  as 
much,  if  not  more,  of  the  blame  must  also 
be  laid  at  the  hands  of  the  musician.  The 
Peterson/Lorenz/Hope  trio  would  have 
long  since  been  out  of  business  if 
musicians  had  not  been  heaping  this  stuff 
on  their  captive  listeners  Sunday  after 
Sunday. 

I  join  Mr.  Madinger  and  Mr.  Jacobson 
in  their  request  for  joyful  worship,  but  let 
us  not  deceive  ourselves  into  thinking 
that  returning  to  some  previous 
generation’s  ways  will  achieve  it.  We 
must  either  move  forward  or  die,  and  if 
we  fail  to  accept  this  true  challenge  of 
Christianity,  our  death  will  be  our 
deserved  fate!  w  Kirby  Eber 

Quincy,  Illinois 

TV  ‘church’ valuable 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  watching  your  articles  on 
the  “electronic  churches”  in  TJVI/UMR 
each  week  and  also  those  entitled 
“Where  is  evangelism  today?” 

We  have  over  400  in  this  Methodist 
retirement  community  and  nursing 
home  —  and  out  of  these,  perhaps  30  go  to 
nearby  church  services.  We  have  two 
one-hour  vespers  per  week  which  may  be 
attended  by  50. 

Therefore,  tiring  of  “soaps”  and  smut 
on  TV,  we  gladly  turn  to  day-long 
religious  programs  for  inspiration  and 
study.  This  is  a  real  blessing  to  us  all. 

I  know  the  local  pastors  put  down  the 
“electronic  church,”  referring  to  the 
millions  of  dollars,  etc.  But  I  feel,  along 
with  many  others,  that  somehow  the 
cold,  empty  established  churches  should 
embrace  these  modern  advances  and 
line  up  with  them.  Great  sermons  are 
heard  and  persons  from  mission  fields  all 
over  the  world  are  heard  every  day. 
What  is  this  but  a  larger  evangelism?  We 
all  feel  the  two  should  get  together. 
Hospitals,  homes,  retirement  centers, 
etc.  are  all  benefitting  from  “electronic 
churches”  and  many  of  us  see  this  value 
and  support  both.  Where  else  can  an  old 
person  secure  the  entire  Bible  in  large 
print,  for  instance,  or  the  Living  New 
Testament?  We’re  out  of  the 
mainstream,  very  segregated  in  many 
ways,  but  we  all  have  a  TV  in  our 
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apartments. 

There  is  a  definite  place  for  the 
“electronic  church,”  and  we  are  thankful 
for  them.  I’m  always  thrilled  when  I  hear 
of  the  many  denominations  (including 
United  Methodists)  who  are  lining  up 
with  this  new  medium .  0rel  ciinger 
Sebring,  Ohio 

TM/UMR  therapeutic 

To  the  Editor: 

I  went  to  the  doctor  the  other  day,  and 
it  seems  that  in  spite  of  my  age  and 
mileage,  I  tend  to  have  low  blood 
pressure.  The  doc  started  to  write  out  a 
prescription,  but  I  stopped  him  with 
these  words:  “Never  mind,  if  I  want  to 
increase  my  blood  pressure,  all  I  have  to 
do  is  read  any  issue  of  TM/UMR.” 

Especially  in  reference  to  the  editor’s 
answer  to  A.  J.  Flint  on  the  June  9 
editorial  page ;  especially  in  reference  to 
the  paean  of  praise  a  few  months  back  on 
Cuba,  and  how  sweet  and  good  they  are 
under  communism,  by  Dow  Kirkpatrick; 
especially  many  unspecified  articles  and 
actions  by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

And  wouldn’t  you  know,  just  writing 
this  letter  has  a  therapeutic  effect?  My 
blood  pressure  is  up!  Holland  Hope 
El  Paso,  Texas 

City  of  F aith  waste 

To  the  Editor: 

I  noted  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Methodist  magazine  an  article  on  the 
“golden  palace”  being  built  by  Oral 
Roberts. 

I  was  so  glad  to  see  it.  I  had  written 
him  some  time  ago  about  this  building 
and  the  waste  of  the  whole  thing.  I  get 
many  letters  asking  for  help  —  from  the 


Indians  in  the  West,  from  the  mountain 
folks  in  Appalachia,  from  Tom  Rooney  in 
Africa  and  on  and  on.  These  sound  so  full 
of  need  I  send  them  what  I  can.  I  am  an 
81-year-old  widow  on  Social  Security  and 
don’t  have  too  much  to  do  with  —  so  I 
send  them  $5  or  $10  as  I  have  it.  I  figure  if 
we  all  send  this  much,  these  cases  would 
not  be  so  heartbreaking. 

I  am  sending  you  a  carbon  copy  of  the 
letter  I  sent  Oral  Roberts  and  also  an 
answer  from  him  justifying  his  actions. 
It  is  a  sad  business.  God  cannot  be  very 
happy  about  it. 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Broadhead 
Leesburg,  Florida 

Church  bureaucratic 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  Bud  Herron’s  reply 
to  Chris  Andrews’  question  “Why  should 
we  spend  a  huge  sum  to  study  church’s 
future?”  (TM/UMR,  June  2):  perhaps  a 
little  more  prayer  and  less  research 
projects  would  accomplish  more. 

And  if  the  “various  arms  of  the 
church”  cannot  obtain  needed  data,  it  is 
probably  because  the  church  has  far  too 
many  “various  arms.”  The  UMC  surely 
has  adapted  to  the  federal  government’s 
bureaucratic  sprawl.  RobertDuke 

Cheraw,  Colorado 

Objectivity  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

For  two  years  I  have  read  TM/UMR 
with  interest  and  edification.  It  deals 
boldly  with  problems  and 
accomplishments  of  the  church.  I  am 
particularly  impressed  with  its  openness 
and  objectivity  in  revealing  the  various 
sides  of  a  problem— touchy  or  abrasive, 
controversial  or  difficult  as  it  may  be. 
Congratulations.  William  L.  Crow 

San  Antonio,  Texas 


My  Witness 

Ordination  ceremony 
inspiring  to  delegate 


amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  shall  be  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  the 
Constitution  when  ratified  by  the 
legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the 
several  states  WITHIN  SEVEN  YEARS 
from  the  date  of  its  submission  by  the 
Congress ..." 

The  15  states  that  have  not  ratified  the 
ERA  have  rejected  the  amendment  on 
repeated  votes  for  almost  seven  years; 
they  have  voted  a  total  of  at  least  24 
times  in  committee  and  at  least  59  times 
on  the  floor.  Neither  the  stated  seven 
years’  time-limit  nor  the  voting  records 
of  the  15  states  would  appear  to  be 
"arbitrary."  Mrs.  W.  B.  McKnight 
Huntsville,  Alabama 

The  Equal  Rights  Amendment  gives 
secular,  legal  sanction  to  a  basic 
Christian  belief:  that  every  person  is  of 
infinite  worth,  says  Dr.  Leon  Smith, 
marriage  and  family  counselor  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of 
Discipleship.  While  some  dedicated 
Christians  may  not  need  a  legal 
reminder  that  men  and  women  are 
equal,  most  of  society  does.  When 
Christians  find  there  is  secular  support 
for  a  Christian  principle,  they  ought  to 
affirm  it. 

Dr.  Smith  says  marriages  are  enriched 
when  both  partners  are  valued  equally 
for  their  being,  not  valued  differently 
according  to  roles  they  play.  In  turn,  he 
maintains,  the  living  out  of  equality  by 
marriage  partners  influences  children 
by  teaching  them  healthy  self-esteem 
and  respect  for  all  persons  regardless  of 
sex.  Legislation  does  shape  attitudes,  as 
the  civil  rights  struggle  clearly  showed, 
and  healthy  family  relationships  can  be 
encouraged  by  a  constitutional 
amendment  which  insists  on  equal 
treatment  of  both  sexes. 

Equal  protection  financially  —  of 
rights  to  pensions,  credit,  inheritance 
and  ownership  of  property  —  will 
inevitably  make  all  family  members 
more  secure,  according  to  Jessma 
Blockwick,  the  Family  Life  Committee’s 
public  policies  chairperson.  Current  laws 
in  many  states  not  only '  discriminate 
unfairly  against  women,  she  says  **iWho, 
for  example  may  have  to  pay  huge 
inheritance  taxes  on  farms  they  may 
have  spent  a  lifetime  working  on  along 
with  their  husbands  —  but  also  against 
men.  A  disabled  husband  may  have  a 
difficult  time  proving  he  is  his  wife’s 
dependent  because  the  law  understands 
women  to  be  the  “dependents.” 

“When  a  woman’s  contribution  to  a 
marriage  is  not  recognized  by  law,  her 
economic  security  is  threatened  in  ways 
that  even  her  husband,  who  assumes  she 
is  provided  for,  may  not  realize,”  Ms. 
Blockwick  told  TM/UMR  —  “to  say 
nothing  of  the  many  single  or  divorced 
women  who  have  no  ‘protectors.’  ” 

In  answer  to  your  second  question,  Ms. 
Blockwick  says  closing  debate  on  an 
issue  as  vital  as  this  one  —  “human 
rights”  —  while  the  conversation  is  still 
going  on  would  indeed  be  “arbitrary.” 
Suppose  the  women’s  suffrage 
amendment  had  not  passed  before  the 
deadline.  .... 

Noting  that  a  majority  of  legislatures 
in  the  U.S.  have  supported  the  ERA  and 
there  is  still  “great  interest”  across  the 
nation,  she  believes  the  original  intent 
was  to  place  a  deadline  on  issues  no 
longer  of  interest  to  the  people  —  and 
that  is  not  the  case  with  the  ERA. 

Pat  Sites 

Staff  Writer 


By  BARBARA  THORNLEY 

This  was  not  my  first  annual 
conference,  nor  was  it  my  first 
ordination  ceremony,  yet  as  each 
individual  marched  down  the  aisle  of  the 
auditorium  and  onto  the  stage,  my 
feelings  were  akin  to  those  I  felt  three 
years  ago.  As  I  looked  at  those  to  be 
ordained,  my  thoughts  were  once  again 
consumed  by  the  undeniable  ways  in 
which  Christ  works  in  and  through  each 
of  us. 

This  year,  a  special  privilege  was 
added  to  my  collection  of  memories  by 
the  addition  of  the  opportunity  to  sing 
with  the  Charles  Wesley  Singers.  Not 
only  was  it  a  special  thrill  to  sing  with 
such  a  talented  group  of  Christians,  but  I 
was  afforded  the  “once  in  a  lifetime” 
experience  of  a  front  row  view  of  the 
ceremony  itself. 

Ordination  brings  to  fruition  the  years 
and  the  work  involved  in  reaching  a 
particular  point  in  an  individual’s  life.  I 
could  see  the  unmistakable  pride,  yet 
humility,  in  the  eyes  of  each  young  man 
and  woman  as  their  name  was  read 
aloud.  An  end,  yet  a  beginning. 

Being  so  close  to  the  proceedings,  I 
became  caught  up  in  the  escalating 
emotions  of  those  on  stage.  As  Bishop 
Ralph  Ward  requested  the  ordinands 
turn  and  face  the  audience  to  receive  our 
recognition,  I  found  myself  particularly 
aware  of  one  individual.  The  applause 


seemed  to  last  an  eternity.  A  beautiful 
eternity.  I  watched  as  this  young 
person’s  chin  quivered,  just  a  little,  then 
a  bit  more  uncontrollably.  I  saw  the 
change  as  her  eyes  became  moist,  as  that 
first  huge  tear  began  to  build.  I  saw  that 
tear  finally  spill  onto  that  newly  acquired 
red  stole.  A  moment  of  grace,  never  to  be 
forgotten. 

The  swelling  pride  was  un- 
extinguishable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
parents  and  loved  ones  as  they 
surrounded  the  ordinand  for  the  laying 
on  of  hands.  This  was  not  only  a 
celebration  of  the  workings  of  Christ  in 
the  life  of  one  individual,  but  of  the 
workings  of  Christ  in  the  lives  of 
countless  people,  each  one  touching 
another. 

As  the  ceremony  came  to  a  close  and 
over  one  thousand  people  filled  my  ears 
with  song,  I  was  struck  by  the  total 
beauty  and  appropriateness  of  the  words 
of  the  closing  hymn:  “God  of  grace  and 
God  of  glory,  on  thy  people  pour  thy 
power;  Crown  thine  ancient  church’s 
story;  Bring  her  bud  to  glorious  flower. 
Grant  us  wisdom,  grant  us  courage,  for 
the  facing  of  this  hour,  for  the  facing  of 
this  hour.” 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Barbara 
Thornley,  is  a  member  of  Community 
UMC  in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 


Learning  — 
yearning 
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Maybe  God  was  saying  ‘Live  on’ 


Disabled  vet  is  brothers  ’  keeper 


Max  Cleland,  UM  layman,  heads  V A  office 


By  LAURA  DENI 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  He  has 
bitter  memories.  “The  letdown  —  the 
hitting  bottom  —  comes  months  after 
the  wound,  after  the  excitement  of  the 
battlefield  and  the  support  of  your 
comrades  is  gone.  Then  you  are  left 
only  to  yourself.” 

The  man  speaking  is  Max  Cleland,  a 
triple  Vietnam  amputee  and  a  United 
Methodist  layman. 

“For  me  hitting  bottom  came  like  a 
series  of  secondary  explosions 
bursting  on  down  the  line.  I  had  my 
rough  moments  after  that.  You 
experience  a  total  exhaustion  of  your 
will.  When  I  was  wounded  I  could  see 
no  good  coming  of  it,”  Mr.  Cleland 
now  confesses,  a  unique  admission 
from  the  35-year-old  veteran  who  has 
just  completed  his  first  year  as  the 
man  in  charge  of  the  massive 
Veterans  Administration.  It’s  the  U.S. 
government’s  third  largest  agency, 
serving  29  million  veterans. 

Upon  taking  command  of  the  VA 
Mr.  Cleland  vowed  to  bring 
“compassion  and  sensitivity”  to  his 
office,  two  words  not  often  heard  in 
Washington  bureaucracy.  They  are, 
though,  the  two  words  most  often  used 
to  describe  Max. 

He  has  a  hardy,  firm  handshake  and 
a  warm  smile.  He’s  not  at  all  self 
conscious  about  his  left-handed 
handshake,  although  some  are  caught 
off  guard  by  it. 

Joseph  Maxwell  Cleland  was  born 
August  24,  1942  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  He 
grew  up  in  the  small  town  of  Lithonia 
which,  according  to  Max,  boasts  “a 
population  of  2,400  happy  people  and 
two  grouches,” 

Not  really  motivated 

“I  was  like  millions  of  other 
youngsters  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  generally  middle-class, 
attuned  to  what  was  going  on,  but  not 
really  motivated  for  a  cause,”  he  said 
of  his  early  years. 

“After  I  became  a  disabled  veteran 
I  found  myself  with  a  cause,  a  cause 
that  I  didn’t  particularly  want,  a  role 
that  I  didn’t  want  to  particularly  play, 
but  one  that  I  felt  had  to  be  played. 

“There’s  an  inscription  at  the 
Robert  Kennedy  grave  site  that 
affected  me  so  deeply  the  first  time  I 
read  it.  I  even  wrote  it  down  and  I’ve 
not  forgotten  it: 

“In  our  sleep,  pain  that  cannot 
forget  falls  drop  by  drop/upon  the 
heart,  and  in  our  despair  against  our 
will  comes/wisdom  through  the  awful 
Grace  of  God.” 

“That  awful  grace  of  God  sensitizes 
alhof  us,”  continued  Max.  “We  are 
indeed  our  brother’s  keeper  and,  as 
long  as  we  live  on  this  earth,  we  have 
responsibilities  that  cannot  be 
ignored.” 

Then  came  Vietnam 

After  college  graduation  and 
graduate  study,  he  became  a 
paratrooper.  In  1967  against  the 
wishes  of  his  parents,  his  friends  and 
his  boss,  Max  volunteered  for  combat 
duty.  He  served  11  months,  attained 
the  rank  of  Captain  with  the  First  Air 
Cavalry  Division  and  was  awarded 
both  the  Silver  and  Bronze  Stars.  For 
that  Max  gave  up  two  legs  and  an 
arm. 

Vietnam,  more  than  disabling  Max, 
radicalized  him. 

In  April,  1968  Cleland  was  in  the 
fighting  near  Khe  Sanh,  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  Tet  offensive. 

During  an  assault,  Max,  with  only 
one  month  left  to  serve  in  Vietnam, 
was  helping  unload  a  helicopter.  He 
saw  a  grenade  on  the  ground.  He  went 
for  it,  but  before  he  could  reach  it,  the 
grenade  exploded.  Max  took  the  full 
force  of  the  explosion,  blowing  off 
both  his  legs  and  right  arm. 

“The  explosion  blew  me 
backwards,”  he  recalled.  “I  opened 


my  eyes  and  saw  my  right  hand  was 
gone.  My  right  leg  was  gone  and  my 
left  foot;  I  saw  my  left  boot  lying  off  to 
one  side  .  .  .  I  fought  to  stay  conscious 
because  I  knew  as  long  as  I  did  I  was 
alive.” 

Barely.  Even  worse,  nobody  cared. 

Max  Cleland  was  a  full  fledged 
living  hero,  but  there  was  no 
“welcome  home”  committee.  He  was 
quietly  sent  to  Walter  Reed  Hospital 
where  officials  termed  Max  “a  lost 
cause.” 

“They  treated  me  like  I  was  just  a 
claim  number,”  complained  Max, 
who  was  among  the  thousands  of 
crippled  Vietnam  veterans  treated 
like  embarrassing  relics  of  an 
unpopular  war. 

“After  I  survived  Vietnam,  the  test 
was:  do  you  want  to  live  or  die?”  Max 
wasn’t  sure.  “Things  were  all 
screwed  up.  I  spent  a  lot  of  time 
asking,  ‘Why  me?’  I  let  loose  and 
sobbed  the  deepest  gut  sobs  you  can. 
Finally,  I  came  to  an  acceptance  that 
this  is  the  way  life  would  be.  It’s  a 
terrible  realization,  but  it’s  neces¬ 
sary.” 

His  18  months  as  a  patient 
were  “rugged,”  he  said,  calling  it  the 
worst  time  of  his  life. 

Bitter  memories 

He  still  has  bitter  memories  of  his 
treatment  in  the  VA  hospitals.  “What 
got  me  down  the  most  was  the  lack  of 
optimism,  hope  about  me  on  the  part 
of  the  doctors,  nurses,  any  of  the 
people  who  dealt  with  me.” 

“My  first  encounter  with  the  VA 
was  on  the  receiving  end.  I  had  bad 
experiences.  Staffing  of  the  hospitals 
was  scandalous.  I  thought  the 
rehabilitation  was  slow,  indifferent, 
bureaucratic  and  insensitive,”  he 
charged. 

Finally  discharged  from  the 
hospitals,  Max  became  the  most  vocal 
critic  of  the  agency  which  he  now 
heads. 

Cleland  went  home  to  Georgia  and 
decided  to  run  for  the  state  senate.  It 
was  during  that  period  that  he  met 
Jimmy  Carter,  who  was  running  for 
governor  and  wanted  Max  to 
introduce  him  to  people  in  his  area. 

Cleland  and  Carter  took  office  the 
same  day  in  1971  —  Carter  as 
governor  and  Max,  then  28,  as  the 
youngest  member  and  only  Vietnam 
veteran  in  the  Georgia  state  Senate. 

Max  authored  the  Georgia  Senate 
passed  and  Carter  signed  two  bills 
benefitting  veterans  and  the 
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handicapped;  one  of  which  makes 
public  buildings  more  accessible  to 
the  handicapped. 

Upon  assuming  the  Presidency, 
Carter’s  first  appointment  was  of  Max 
to  head  the  VA  which  operates  171 
hospitals,  213  clinics  and  84  nursing 
homes.  In  addition  to  being  the  largest 
centrally  controlled  health 
organization  in  America,  the  agency 
is  also  the  world’s  largest  adult- 
education  program  with  the  GI  Bill, 
which  has  aided  more  than  16  million 
veterans. 

Returning  veterans  to  work  is  his 
objective  for  this  year.  “We  have  a 
tremendous  responsibility.”  He  adds 
that  within  the  next  two  years  he  will 
expand  VA  treatment  units, 
particularly  for  victims  of  spinal  cord 
injury  and  alcohol  and  drug  addiction. 

Personal  impact  great 

If  Max  is  trying  to  make  the  VA 
responsible  to  veterans  it’s  surpassed 
only  by  his  personal  response  in 
Washington.  He  lifts  himself  into  a 
battered,  portable  wheelchair,  using 
his  left  arm  to  propel  himself,  as  he 
whips  down  corridors  at  speeds 
termed  by  Congressmen  dodging  to 
get  out  of  his  way  as  “violations  of  the 
55m.p.h.  speed  limit.” 

He  still  drives  his  1970  Olds,  which 
has  tallied  up  over  160,000  miles.  He 
wheels  himself  up  to  the  driver’s  seat, 
attaches  a  prosthetic  right  limb  and 
hook.  When  he  reaches  his  office, 
located  across  Lafayette  Park  from 
the  White  House,  he  removes  his  arm 
and  leaves  it  in  the  car. 

A  bachelor,  he  lives  alone  in  a  one- 
bedroom  apartment,  where  he 
prepares  his  own  meals  and  does  light 
cleaning.  A  weekly  cleaning  lady  does 
the  rest. 

Max  also  remains  religious.  He’s 
fond  of  a  Shakespeare  phrase: 
“There’s  a  divine  purpose  that  shapes 
our  ends,  rough  hew  it  as  we  will.” 

"Well,  I’ve  rough  hewn  it  and  been 
rough  hewn,  all  right.  You  don’t  really 
know  where  you  stand  until  you  hit 
bottom.  In  the  hospitals  I  had  the 
strongest,  most  primitive  urge.  I 
think  it  was  God  saying  ‘Live  on.’  ” 

Max  Cleland  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lithonia, 
Ga.  “I  no  longer  fly  by  the  seat  of  my 
pants  as  I  once  did,”  he  stressed.  “I 
ask  God  for  guidance  every  morn¬ 
ing.” 

Ms.  Deni,  a  free  lance  writer  who 
lives  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  has 
published  in  more  than  100  national 
and  overseas  publications. 


Bishop  tells  annual  conference 


Raw  power  of  Gospel  said  missing 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Religious 
concepts  such  as  evangelism,  and  its 
components  of  sin,  salvation  and  faith, 
have  become  abstractly  theological  or 
innocently  literary  but  rarely  probingly 
personal,  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.,  told 
members  of  the  Tennessee  conference 
meeting  here  earlier  this  month. 

Reflecting  on  membership  loss  and  the 
denomination’s  missional  priority  on 
evangelism,  Bishop  Hunt  said,  “The  raw, 
naked  power  of  a  Gospel  so  revolutionary 
that  its  transcendent  force  is 
unpredictable  and  uncontrollable  is 
simply  absent  at  the  11  o’clock  hour  on 


Sunday  morning  in  most  of  our 
churches.”  , 

“It  is  a  tragic  thing,”  he  added,  “when 
a  man  or  woman  can  be  more  deeply 
moved  spiritually  by  an  occasional  book 
or  motion  picture  than  by  a  service  of 
worship.” 

Calling  for  a  “recovery  of  faith” 
among  ordained  ministers,  Bishop  Hunt 
said  one  of  the  greatest  needs  in  the 
church  today  is  effective  preaching. 

“To  preach  in  this  age  calls  for 
discriminating  and  discerning 
knowledgeableness,”  he  continued,  “the 
will  to  grasp  the  meaning  of  new 
theological  thought  and  to  comprehend 


what  the  consequences  of  such  thought 
may  prove  to  be.  It  means  sorting  out  a 
little  wheat  from  a  lot  of  chaff  in  today’s 
funny-looking  theological  granary,  and 
being  willing  to  rephrase  the  church’s 
gospel  and  restyle  its  strategy  without 
abandoning  its  message  or  compromis¬ 
ing  its  mission.” 

To  preach  in  today’s  world,  Bishop 
Hunt  said,  it  is  necessary  to  construct 
“with  persistent  sensitivity  an  image  of 
the  minister  which  can  survive  the 
ruthless  scrutiny  of  a  new  and  cynical 
age,  an  image  based  on  impeccable 
integrity  instead  of  superficial  piety,  on 
candid  awareness  rather  than  what 
someone  has  called  naive  ‘nincom- 
poopery,’  on  sureness  of  God  and  not 
clever  intellectual  gymnastics.” 

One  reason  why  the  church  perishes 
for  want  of  renewal,  Bishop  Hunt  said,  is 
the  minister  who  “needlessly  violates 
hospital  visiting  regulations,  who 
invades  a  family  rather  than  visits  it, 
who  feels  an  audible  prayer  coming  on  at 
some  terribly  inappropriate  moments, 
who  asks  for  a  discount  or  hints  for 
poundings,  who  faces  his  daily  task  with 
a  frock-coated  pomposity  which  is  little 
more  than  ordained  hypocrisy,  who  tries 
with  conspicuous  indirection  to  inflate 
his  own  salary,  who  has  the  flagrant 
dishonesty  to  parade  his  personal  peeves 
across  the  sacred  terrain  of  a  pulpit  and 
under  the  banner  of  a  biblical  text.” 

"His  name  is  anathema,”  the  bishop 
declared. 


Power  For  Daily  Living 

Now  available  for  the  first  time.  The  book 
STEPS  TO  PRAYER  POWER  with  a  cassette 
tape. 

With  over  25  years’  experience  in  prayer,  Jo 
Kimmel  shares  with  you  in  a  very  personal  way 
to  relaxation,  visualization,  and  relinquishment 
so  that  you  can  align  yourself  with  God’s  will  and 
receive  God's  power  for  daily  living.  On  Side  II, 

Jo  leads  you  through  an  INNER  HEALING — the 
healing-of-the-memories — which  can  free  you 
from  a  negative,  hurtful  past  and  can  open  up  a 
creative,  power-filled  NOW  to  you. 

Send  check  or  money  order  for  book  and  tape  for  f 10.00  plus  50f  handling 
charge  (Texans  include  5%  state  sales  tax )  to:  Jo  Kimmel,  2619  Maple  Springs. 
Dallas,  TX  75235 


Americans  still  ‘believe’ 


But  onlyfotir  of  10  are  ‘ churched ,  ’ poll  shows 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  While  Americans  today 
profess  as  much  religious  belief  as  they 
did  25  years  ago,  belief  in  the  importance 
of  the  organized  church  has  declined, 
according  to  the  results  of  a  national  poll 
of  religious  attitudes  unveiled  here  June 
19. 

Conducted  by  the  Gallup  polling 
organization,  the  national  survey  was 
prompted  by  an  inter-religious  coalition 
which  included  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Its  purpose  was  to  compare  the 
attitudes  of  the  “churched”  and  the 
“unchurched.”  The  survey  defined  the 
“unchurched”  as  persons  who  were  not 
members  of  a  church  or  who  have  not 
attended  a  church  .service  (except  for 
weddings,  funerals,  special  holidays, 
etc. )  for  the  past  six  months. 

Beliefs  changed  little 

“Basic  religious  beliefs  of  Americans 
have  changed  little,  based  on  studies 
done  in  1952  and  1965,”  Dr.  George 
Gallup  Jr.  told  reporters  at  a  press 
conference  here.  “The  unchurched  are 
remarkably  religious  in  many  respects 
and  believe  in  the  value  of  religion.”  He 
pointed  out  that  eight  out  of  10  Americans 
say  they  believe  that  “Jesus  Christ 
was/is  God  or  the  Son  of  God”  and  that 
nine  out  of  10  say  they  sometimes  pray  to 
God.” 

Meanwhile,  however,  only  about  four 
out  of  10  Americans  are  members  of  and 
regularly  attend  church,  only  about  one- 
half  say  religion  is  “very  important”  in 
their  daily  lives,  and  nearly  eight  out  of 
10  believe  “an  individual  should  arrive  at 
his  or  her  own  religious  beliefs 
independent  of  any  churches.” 

“Basically,  the  church  is  not  dealing 
with  unbelievers  (in  its  efforts  to  attract 
new  members),”  Dr.  Gallup  said  in  an 
analysis  of  the  findings.  “Most  have 
remarkably  strong  religious  beliefs,  but 
for  some  reason  have  not  become  a  part 
of  the  organized  church.” 

Someone  invited  them 
He  said  that  high  on  the  list  of  reasons 
churchgoers  give  for  beginning  to  attend 
church  was  that  someone  in  the  church 
invited  them  to  attend.  He  went  on, 
however,  to  point  out  that  most 
churchpersons  have  never  invited 
another  person  to  attend  their  church. 

“It  seems  obvious  that  if  we  want 
church  membership  to  grow,  an  essential 
part  is  that  we  personally  invite  the 
unchurched  to  attend,”  Dr.  Gallup  said. 

The  survey  also  shows  that  the  most 
frequent,  specific  criticism  leveled  at  the 
church  by  the  unchurched  is  that 
..organized  religion  has  lost  its  “spiritual” 
emphasis.  The  unchurched  claim  the 
church  has  become  too  concerned  with 
“organizational  issues”  rather  than 
“theological  and  spiritual  issues.  ” 

‘No  place  to  go’ 

“We  found  that  many  of  the 
unchurched  are  all  fired  up  but  feel  they 
have  no  place  to  go  that  will  meet  their 
spiritual  needs,”  Dr.  Gallup  said.  He  said 
it  appears  that  the  church  school  —  one 
of  organized  religion’s  cornerstones  for 
spiritual  development  —  is  producing 
nearly  as  many  unchurched  as 
churched  people:  three  fourths  of  the 
unchurched  say  they  attended  church 
school  as  children  and  one-half  say  they 
attended  “every  week.” 

Pledges  for 
SMU  total 
$2  million 

DALLAS  —  Eight  out  of  17  conferences 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  have  pledged 
approximately  $2  million  towards  their 
bishops’  challenge  to  raise  $2.5  million  in 
support  of  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  capital  gifts  campaign. 

At  annual  meetings  during  the  past 
month,  conferences  of  the  eight-state 
jurisdiction  adopted  plans  to  seek  funds 
over  the  five-year  period  which  has  been 
designated  for  SMU’s  $153  million 
campaign  to  help  meet  rising  costs  of 
higher  education  and  to  assure  a  firm 
foundation  for  the  university’s  future. 

The  Texas  Annual  Conference 
approved  a  proposal  to  raise  $1  million  to 
establish  an  endowed  chair  of  Wesley 
studies  at  SMU’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  and  to  name  it  in  honor  of 
Perkins’  distinguished  theologian  Albert 
Cook  Outler. 

Members  of  the  North  Texas 
conference  adopted  a  plan  to  ask  its 
congregations  to  raise  $50,000  this  year. 
Annual  renewal  of  this  goal  will  raise 
$250,000  for  the  campaign. 

The  Central  Texas  conference  voted  to 
ask  its  churches  to  raise  $30,000  annually 
for  a  total  of  $150,000  over  five  years.  The 
Southwest  Texas  conference  approved  a 
goal  of  $15,000  per  year  for  a  five-year 
total  of  $75,000  to  be  raised  outside 
official  apportionment  channels. 

Both  the  Missouri  East  and  Missouri 
West  conferences  will  undertake  to  raise 
between  $30,000  and  $50,000  annually  for 
a  five-year  joint  total  of  from  $300,000  to 
$500,000. 

A  goal  of  $35,000  for  SMU  is  included  in 
an  educational  priorities  fund  to  be 
raised  this  year  through  individual 
church  apportionment  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  An  annual  minimum 
of  $8,500  was  approved  as  part  of  the 
Nebraska  Annual  Conference  budget. 
Bishop  Monk  Bryan  expects  this  amount 
to  be  increased  after  fulfillment  of 
another  conference  obligation  in  1979. 


A  great  majority  of  the  unchurched 
said  they  have  attended  church  at  some 
time,  but  most  said  they  did  not  actively 
reject  church,  but  rather  found  “other 
interest  and  activities”  on  which  to  spend 
their  time.  About  one-third  said  they 
made  a  conscious  decision  to  reject  the 
organized  church  because  of  specific 
problems  with  its  teachings  and  27 
percent  said  they  left  the  church  as  a 
part  of  growing  up  and  making  their  own 
decisions. 

More  than  one-fourth  of  all  persons 
who  said  they  quit  attending  church  said 
they  did  so  because  they  moved  from  one 
community  to  another  and  just  “never 
got  around  to  finding  another  church. ' ' 

Within  the  third  of  the  unchurched 
which  rejected  the  church  because  of 
some  specific  problems,  37  percent  said 
the  problem  was  narrowness  of  teaching 
and  beliefs;  32  percent  said  they  were 
bothered  by  the  church  having  “too 
much  concern  for  money”;  and  28 
percent  said  the  church’s  moral 
teachings  were  “too  narrow.” 

Social  attitudes  vary 

While  basic  religious  beliefs  professed 
by  both  the  churched  and  unchurched  did 
not  vary  widely,  attitudes  on  some  social 
issues  and  some  life  perspectives  did 
show  a  striking  contrast.  Some  of  those 
issues  included : 

Sexual  freedom  —  The  majority  of  both 
the  churched  and  unchurched  said  they 
do  not  welcome  more  sexual  freedom  in 


our  society,  although  the  unchurched 
were  far  more  inclined  to  accept  such 
•  freedom.-'  The  churched  were  more 
likely,  for  instance,  to  say  pre-marital 
sexual  intercourse  is  wrong. 

Marijuana  —  The  majority  of  both 
groups  opposed  the  usage  of  marijuana 
but  many  more  of  the  unchurched  than 
the  churched  accepted  its  usage. 

Abortion  —  Most  of  the  churched  (52 
percent)  opposed  legalized  abortion 
while  most  of  the  unchurched  (61 
percent)  supported  it. 

Religious  dissent  —  Asked  whether  a 
book  written  against  churches  and 
religion  should  be  removed  from  public 
libraries,  66  percent  of  the  unchiirched 
said  “no”  while  54  percent  of  the 
churched  said  “no.  ” 

Public  schools  —  While  one-half  of  the 
churched  said  they  have  a  great  deal  of 
confidence  in  the  public  schools,  only  39 
percent  of  the  unchurched  expressed 
such  confidence. 

Religious  awakening  —  Asked  if  they 
had  ever  experienced  a  particularly 
powerful  religious  insight  or  awakening, 
43  percent  of  the  churched  and  24  percent 
of  the  unchurched  said  “yes.”  About  56 
percent  of  the  unchurched  who  described 
such  an  experience  said  it  was  “sudden” 
while  64  percent  of  the  churched  said  it 
was  “gradual.” 

Training  for  children  —  About  95- 
percent  of  the  churched  and  75  percent  of 
the  unchurched  say  they  do  or  would 
desire  religious  instruction  for  their 
children. 


Noah’s  Ark  rises  as 
beachcombers’  haven 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

PANAMA  CITY  BEACH,  Fla.  -  Any 
day  now  “Noah’s  Ark”  will  be  ready  for 
boarding  by  the  hordes  of  people  who 
come  here  each  summer  to  bask  on  the 
beaches.  And  when  it  is,  a  six-year-old 
roving  beach  ministry  aided  by  the 
United  Methodists  of  Alabama-West 
Florida  will  have  a  home  of  its  own. 

The  modern-day  ark  —  consisting  of  a 
small  auditorium,  chapel,  recreation 
building  and  housing  for  youth  retreats 
—  is  being  built  right  on  the  beach  road 
where  it  belongs,  says  the  Rev.  James  C. 
Rains,  a  UM  minister  and  executive 
director  of  the  Panama  City  Beach 
Ministries,  Inc.  It  will  be  literally  “the 
presence  of  the  church  out  in  the  world  — 
a  witness  to  people  where  they  are,  a 
community  for  them.” 

A  gathering  place  for  vacationers  to 
hear  music  and  the  Christian  faith 
shared  nightly  —  or  just  to  talk  and  have 
fellowship  —  the  ark  will  be  the  first 
permanent  home  the  ministry  has  had. 
But  through  three  temporary  locations 
and  six  years  of  “roving”  ministry,  its 
purpose  hasn’t  changed,  Mr.  Rains  says. 
“We’ve  tried  to  say  on  this  beach  that 
Christian  people  are  here,  God  is  not 
dead  and  the  church  is  a  part  of  the 
world.” 

To  do  that,  youth  groups  from  across 
the  Southern  states  have  come  each 
summer  for  retreats  and  combed  the 
beach  in  witnessing  teams  to  pass  out 
tickets  for  nightly  performances 
wherever  the  “Ark"  might  be.  They  have 
found  many  opportunities  in  this  vray  to 
discuss  the  Christian  faith  with  bikini- 
clad  s unworshippers,  Mr.  Rains  reports. 

And  from  the  summer  ministry  with 
predominantly  young  people  grew  an 
“ark”  ministry  of  a  different  kind  —  a 
winter  ministry  with  the  “Snowbirds,” 
some  600  senior  citizens  who  winter  here 


from  the  Northern  climates.  Next  winter, 
in  a  permanent  ark,  Mr.  Rains  expects 
the  ministry  with  the  aging  will  grow 
even  more,  with  an  array  of  crafts,  art 
classes,  games  and  weekend  travels 
available.  While  Noah’s  Ark  was  not 
designed  originally  as  a  ministry  with 
the  aging,  that  ministry  has  become  one 
of  the  most  exciting  winter-time 
activities  on  the  beach,  he  says.  “We 
provide  the  circumstances,  the 
activities.  God  creates  the  community 
that  is  formed  here  each  winter.  ’  ’ 

The  new  ark  was  made  possible  by  a 
grant  of  $550,000  from  the  Lydia  and  Sam 
B.  Hearn  Foundation  and  the  help  of 
United  Methodists  through  an  approved 
Advance  Special  (“second-mile”  mission 
giving)  project  of  the  Alabama-West 
Florida  conference.  The  beach  ministry 
is  governed  by  a  board  of  United 
Methodist  directors  headed  by  the  Rev. 
Jimmy  C.  Connor,  pastor  of  Woodlawn 
UMC,  Panama  City. 

As  the  ark  goes  up,  Mr.  Rains  reports, 
United  Methodist  work  teams  are  out  in 
force,  helping  to  get  it  ship-shape  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season. 


CHRISTIAN  CENTER 


the  church  today 


Officials  convinced  no 
mission  policy  violated 

NEW  YORK  (TM/UMR)  -  United 
Methodist  mission  officials  here  say  they 
are  convinced  that  a  missionary  quoted 
previously  as  saying  he  had  “briefed  the 
CIA”  actually  was  uninvolved  with  the 
intelligence  gathering  agency. 

After  meetings  June  19  with  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  D.  Enright,  a  UM  missionary 
pilot  to  Zaire,  mission  executives  Lois 
Miller  and  Isaac  Bivens  said  they  believe 
Mr.  Enright’s  denials  that  he  was 
involved  with  the  CIA  and  plan  no  action 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Enright  had  been  quoted  following 
a  press  conference  in  Chicago  earlier  this 
month  as  saying  he  passed  information 
on  rebel  troop  movements  to  the  CIA 
during  a  March  1977  war  in  Zaire  (see 
TM/UMR,  June  23). 

Anti-tobacco  stance 
reported  as  erroneous 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  (TM/UMR)  -  The 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  did  not  endorse 
an  anti-tobacco  position  paper  as 
previously  reported.  (See  TM/UMR, 
June  23.) 

The  conference  merely  received,  but 
did  not  discuss  or  vote  on,  a  position 
paper  from  its  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  reported  Barbara  Wilkinson, 
information  director  for  the  conference. 
She  said  a  report  erroneously  went  out 
that  the  conference  had  endorsed  the 
paper  which  called  on  people  to  stop 
smoking  and  urged  the  state  to  shun 
tobacco  farming  and  to  convert  the 
acreage  to  “more  benign  and  beneficial 
crops.” 

UM  conference  authorizes 
two  new  retirement  homes 

SCRANTON,  Penn.  —  One  United 


Methodist  annual  conference  has 
authorized  the  establishment  of  two  new 
homes  for  the  aging  and  permitted 
borrowing  up  to  $600,000  for  an  addition 
to  another  one. 

The  Wyoming  conference  gave  the  go 
ahead  to  the  United  Methodist  Homes  for 
the  Aging  Corporation  to  “establish, 
maintain  and  operate"  two  senior 
citizens’  homes  in  the  New  York  counties 
of  Chenango  and  Otsego  here  June  10. 
The  UM  conference  spans  parts  of 
northeastern  Pennsylvania  and  south 
central  New  York. 

The  loan  will  finance  construction  of  a 
20-unit  addition  to  Hilltop  Manor’s 
residential  section,  according  to  The 
Spark,  the  Wyoming  conference  edition 
of  TM/UMR. 


Classified 


IALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND,  FIJI,  TAHITI- 
»ber  23  departure.  Deluxe  hotels  Join  Dallas 
in  San  Francisco,  personally  escorted  Bess 
■milk,  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Tex.  75205 


JN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions, 
iry  13-20,  1979.  Write  WOMITO,  PO  Box 
>,  Miami  Springs,  Fla.  33166. 


>PY  UM  FAMILY  wants  mature  or  retired 

jle  to  live  in  attached  apartment  and  assist  in 
d  care,  cooking,  housekeeping  and  caretaking  of 
:ly  suburban  Philadelphia  home.  .Call  collect 
r7p.m.  (215)642-0190. 


JOC1ATE  GENERAL  SECRETARY.  Diaconal 
listry,  UM  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
>  is  try  Preferably  a  diaconal  minister  with 
fesslonal  and  administrative  experience.  Salary 
nmensurate  with  preparation  Apply  to:  F. 
imas  Trotter.  P.0  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
02:  include  resume  and  references.  Deadline  Aug. 

BHEM  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
portunity  Employer 


SERMONS  FOR  CHILDREN:  A  new  journal  of 
weekly  sermons/ideas  for  children.  Articles  —  Book 
Reviews  Free  sample:  Write  C.C.L.  Box  11025, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  37919. 
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Criminal  justice  action  spurred 

Church  interest  ‘better  late  than  never.’’ consultation  told 

tu  SU1RHM  VI 1 1.' I  tli’ 


"Susannas’  raise  SI, 750  for  world  hunger  project 

FAYETTE,  Mo.  —  Browsing  and  buying  for  missions  are  these  “Susannas'* 
(ministers'  wives)  gathered  here  for  the  Missouri  East  Annual  Conference. 
Substituting  a  craft  fair,  show  and  picnic-style  luncheon  for  their  annual  “dressy” 
luncheon,  the  women  raised  $1,750  for  world  hunger  during  the  event,  which  was 
hosted  by  the  Jefferson  City-Rolla  District  “Susannas."  The  funds  will  go  to  the 
Christian  Action  Technology  Project  being  undertaken  by  UM  campus  minister 
Clayton  Smith  and  others  at  the  University  of  Missouri-RollaTThe  project  will 
provide  a  water  system  for  persons  living  on  San  Bias  Island,  Panama. 

PHOTO  BY  JAMES  STEELE 

Church  seeks  ways 
to  communicate  better 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  What  should 
a  “Comprehensive  Communications 
System’’  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  look  like?  How  might  it  function? 
Members  of  the  denomination  are 

Bishop  urged 
to  reverse 
decision 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
WILMORE,  Ky.  —  The  United 
Methodist  bishop  who  re-appointed  a 
practicing  homosexual  to  Washington 
Square  Church  in  New  York  City  was 
urged  to  reverse  his  decision  by  the 
Administrative  Board  of  the  Wilmore 
United  Methodist  Church  here  June  19. 

In  a  letter  to  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr. 
of  the  New  York  Area  the  local 
board  urged  him  to  assume  "the 
leadership  responsibility  which  is  placed 
upon  you  by  the  ‘Discipline’  and  reverse 
your  decision”  on  the  re-appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Paul  Abels.  Further,  the  letter 
urges  that  the  bishop  provide  “a 
redemptive  Gospel  ministry  needed  for 
Mr.  Abels,  the  congregation  and 
community  at  Washington  Square 
Church.” 

Bishop  Ward  said  June  11,  at  the  time 
of  the  re-appointment  of  Mr.  Abels,  that 
he  felt  legally  bound  to  make  the 
appointment  after  ministerial  members 
of  the  New  York  conference  rejected  a 
recommendation  from  the  cabinet  (the 
bishop  and  the  district  superintendents) 
that  Mr.  Abels  be  given  a  leave  of 
absence. 

The  Wilmore  board  members  said  they 
were  “disappointed”  with  the  action  for 
several  reasons.  One,  the  action  is  in 
violation,  they  said,  of  the  Social 
Principles  statement  that  “We  do  not 
condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
and  consider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.”  Further,  the 
board  said  Mr.  Abels  acknowledges 
performing  covenant  marriage-type 
services  for  homosexual  couples  in  spite 
of  the  declaration  in  The  Discipline:  "We 
do  not  recognize  a  relationship  between 
two  persons  of  the  same  sex  as 
constituting  marriage.” 

The  letter  charges  that  the  bishop’s 
action  is  in  violation  of  the  will  of  two 
General  Conferences,  "effectively  disen¬ 
franchises”  the  majority  of  the 
representatives  to  the  General 
Conference,  and  “disillusioned  and 
disappointed”  thousands  of  United 
Methodists. 

Yet,  the  letter  says,  these  violations 
are  not  nearly  so  serious  as  the  violation 
of  the  “unequivocal  teaching  of 
Scripture”  on  the  subject  of  human 
sexuality. 

iDr.  David  Seamands,  pastor  of  the 
church,  is  former  head  of  the  Evangelical 
Mission  Council  of  the  "Good  News" 
movement. ) 


.  being  asked  to  offer  their  ideas  as  a  new 
study  gets  underway.  Following  a  call  by 
the  1976  General  Conference  that  the 
church  move  toward  a  “Comprehensive 
Communications  System,”  two  national 
agencies  are  starting  the  study  and 
asking  for  members’  input. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  and  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMC)  are  preparing 
recommendations  to  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

Among  a  number  of  questions  asked  in 
a  joint  statement  by  the  Rev.  Norman  E. 
Dewire,  GCOM  general  secretary,  and 
the  Rev.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  UMC  gen- 
eral  secretary  are :  “What  would  you  like 
to  see  included  in  a  Comprehensive 
Communications  System  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church? 

"In  the  present  practice  of 
communications  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  what  do  you  perceive  to  be 
(a)  the  critical  gaps,  (b)  unnecessary 
overlaps,  (c)  workingwell? 

“How  can  communications  be 
strengthened  between  local  churches  on 
the  one  hand  and  annual  conferences  and 
general  agencies  on  the  other  hand? 

“What  communications  functions 
should  be  performed  by  a  central 
communication  agency  at  the  general 
level  of  the  church? 

“How  can  the  United  Methodist  Church 
best  organize  its  communications  with 
the  general  public?” 

The  set  of  questions  is  being  sent  to 
many  UMC  officials. 

The  agencies  also  are  inviting  input 
and  comment  from  any  persons  and 
groups  in  the  church.  Such  input  should 
be  sent  to: 

Dr.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  United 
Methodist  Communications,  601  W. 
Riverview  Ave.,  Dayton,  Ohio  45406. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ARLINGTON,  Tex.  —  Awakening 
church  interest  in  the  nation’s  criminal 
justice  system  is  “thirty  years  too  late 
but  better  late  than  never,”  a  professor 
of  criminal  justice  told  more  than  60 
participants  at  a  consultation  here  this 
month. 

The  consultation  was  one  of  five 
regional  hearings  held  across  the  nation 
on  a  proposed  policy  statement  being 
drafted  by  the  National  Interreligious 
Taskforce  on  Criminal  Justice  for  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  ( NCC ) .  The 
statement  is  expected  to  have  a  first 
reading  before  the  NCC  governing  board 
next  spring. 

Testimony  was  given  by  more  than  20 
persons  on  almost  every  part  of  the 
criminal  justice  system  —  police,  courts 
and  corrections  —  and  the  church’s 
responsibility.  Also  a  series  of  workshops 
identified  specific  steps  church  members 
could  take  both  toward  humanizing  the 
system  and  advocating  changes. 

Speakers  identified  several  trends  in 
criminal  justice  which  they  said  should 
merit  particular  Christian  concern  and 
response : 

•  Lack  of  community  support  for  the 
criminal  justice  system ; 

•  Low  priority  given  to  reintegrating 
ex -offenders  into  the  community; 

•  Present  community  pressure  for 
increased  sentencing ; 

“We  have  no  difficulty  describing  the 
crisis  in  criminal  justice,”  said  Dr. 
Charles  L.  Newman,  professor  of 
criminal  justice  at  the  University  of 
Texas  at  Arlington’s  Institute  of  Urban 
Studies.  "The  problem  is  the  response.  In 
spite  of  all  the  new  research  data  and 
new  approaches,  so  far  none  of  them 
seems  to  make  a  great  deal  of  difference. 
Some  things  work  for  some  people,  but 
the  problem  still  is  to  identify  persons 
that  can  be  helped  by  some  programs.’  ’ 


‘Firsts' 

FT  WORTH.  Tex.  —  If  the 
conference  journal  had  a  place  for 
"firsts,"  the  Rev.  Karen 
Greenwaldt's  name  would  be  listed 
several  times.  The  new  associate 
director  of  the  conference  Council  on 
Ministries  is  the  first  clergywoman  to 
hold  the  job.  the  first  woman  to  be 
ordained  an  elder  in  the  Central  Texas 
conference  and  one-half  of  the  first 
father-daughter  combination  in  the 
conference.  Her  father  is  the  Rev. 
William  Greenwaldt,  Weatherford 
district  superintendent. 

_ CENTRAL  TEXAS  CONF.  PHOTO 


And,  unless  the  community  is  willing  to 
come  up  with  the  services  to  support  the 
programs  for  prisoner  rehabilitation,  “it 
doesn’t  matter  how  they  are  organized,” 
the  professor  who  is  also  a  Presbyterian 
deacon  said.  “The  difficulty  is  that  the 
community  is  in  no  way  ready  to  deliver 
on  its  rhetoric.  I  see  no  state  ready  to 
expand  its  services.” 

Indicative  of  the  national  mood,  he 
said,  is  Senator  Edward  Kennedy’s 
sponsorship  of  “the  most  reactionary 
criminal  law  legislation  ever  to  be  put 

“There’s  more  politics  than 
justice  in  our  system.  If 
church  people  would  shift 
their  attitude  and  give  support 
to  the  system,  there  could  be 
change." 

.  .  .  Catholic  priest 

before  the  Congress,”  (SB  1437  Criminal 
Code  Reform  Act  of  1977. ) 

Just  putting  more  money  into  the 
system  hasn’t  worked,  he  said.  What  is 
needed  is  “community  support  instead  of 
harangues”  and  real  efforts  to  humanize 
the  system. 

In  Dr.  Newman’s  opinion  Christians 
have  much  to  offer  in  that  direction  with 
their  concept  of  human  worth,  the  joy  of 
life  and  forgiveness.  “Go  into  the  jails  in 
a  sense  of  Christian  service  —  not  to 
judge.  Help  the  system  and  the 
inmates,”  he  urged. 

Sam  Harris,  a  director  of  the  National 
Alliance  of  Business  (NAB)  Ex-offender 
Program,  Washington,  D.C.  said, 
“People  keep  placing  blame  on  the 
criminal  justice  system,  but  all  the 
system  is  doing  is  what  it  perceives 
society  wants  it  to  do.  It’s  our  system  and 
we  have  to  come  up  with  the 
alternatives.” 

Mr.  Harris  said  the  NAB  is  convinced 
the  “re-entry  process”  is  the  link  missed 
in  the  present  system.  Frequently  the 
training  which  an  inmate  undergoes 
builds  up  hopes  of  succeeding  in  society 
after  his  release.  But  if  a  job  still  is 


unattainable  because  of  community 
prejudices  against  ex-offenders,  the 
build-up  of  hope  results  in  a  worse  fall. 

"A  job  is  the  key  to  re-entry,”  agreed 
Ned  Rollo,  an  ex-offender  who  is 
managing  the  NAB’s  Dallas  program  for 
ex-offenders.  He  said  the  three  variables 
to  successful  reintegration  are:  (1)  self- 
motivation,  (2)  skills  to  match  the 
motivation  and  (3)  opportunity. 

He  and  other  ex-offenders  at  the 
consultation  said,  if  anything,  many 
persons  coming  out  of  prison  are  over¬ 
motivated  —  they  want  to  “make  it"  and 
right  away.  But  skills  to  match 
motivation  are  generally  a  problem  as  is 
opportunity.  Falling  back  into  old 
patterns  of  crime  is  the  easiest  solution 
to  the  frustration  and  is  too  frequently 
taken. 

The  rate  for  recidivism  (falling  back 
into  prior  criminal  habits)  today  stands 
at  85  percent  and  of  all  crimes 
committed,  78  percent  are  committed  by 
ex-offenders. 

Mr.  Rollo  called  for  prisons  to  begin 
preparing  inmates  for  release  the  day 
they  come  in.  But,  he  said,  none  of 
today’s  institutions  are  doing  that.  At 
best,  some  offer  a  90-day  pre-release 
program;  at  worst,  other  institutions 
release  persons  at  midnight  without  even 
advance  notice  —  with  little  or  no  money 
or  transportation. 

In  addition  to  advocating  beefed  up 
pre-release  programs,  church  people  can 
be  most  effective  functioning  in  a  one-on- 
one  relationship  both  with  inmates  and 
ex-offenders.  Mr.  Rollo  said,  “That’s 
something  institutions  never  do.” 

The  Rev.  Joe  Znotis,  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest  from  Austin,  Tex.,  said,  “The 
more  time  and  energy  you  give  to  people 
in  trouble,  the  more  successful  you  will 
be.  We  don’t  give  enough  attention  to 
people  who  get  caught  in  the  system.”  He 
said  he  has  found  that  “the  system  can  be 
forced  to  be  merciful.  ” 

Mr.  Znotis,  who  heads  Austin’s  Human 
Relations  Commission,  suggested  the 
proposed  NCC  policy  statement  be 
stronger  about  Christian  motivation. 


“Our  whole  concern  for  justice  is  out  of 
love  of  neighbor.  Forgiveness  is  also  an 
important  element. 

“At  the  present  time  there  is  more 
politics  than  justice  in  our  system,”  he 
said,  but  he  expressed  the  belief  that  if 
people  work  together  they  can  create 
change.  He  urged  church  people  to  get 
serious  about  influencing  the  political 
and  legislative  aspects  of  criminal 
justice. 

“Jesus  saw  the  outcast  as  a  top 
priority,”  the  priest  said,  but  “criminal 
justice  is  not  a  top  priority  in  any 
denomination  today.” 

“Instead  of  a  Christian  an¬ 
thropology,  many  church¬ 
goers  operate  out  of  a 
criminal  anthropology  —  that 
human  beings  are  basically 
irresponsible.  Christians  often 
hold  the  lowest  opinion  of  the 
human  race.” 

.  .  .  Taskforce  chairperson 

Another  observation  was  that  churches- 
tend  to  ignore  criminal  justice  issues 
because  “Christians  often  hold  the  lowest 
opinion  of  the  human  race.”  Virginia 
Mackey,  chairperson  of  the  interreli¬ 
gious  taskforce  of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  said. 
"Instead  of  a  Christian  anthropology, 
many  Christians  hold  a  criminal  anthro¬ 
pology— that  human  beings  are  basically 
irresponsible." 

She  said  she  has  found  that  pointing  a 
finger  at  the  failures  of  the  criminal 
justice  system  is  not  an  adequate 
response  for  Christians  because  “the 
finger  points  back  at  us  and  our  failures 
as  Christians  and  as  citizens." 

Taking  responsibility  for  self- 
education  about  the  present  state  of  the 
system  —  the  police,  courts  and  local 
jails  —  as  they  operate  today  is  aa 
important  first  step  church  persons 
should  take,  she  believes.  Another  is  to 
re-examine  one’s  attitude  toward 
persons  who  have  violated  the  social 
order  with  the  realization  Jesus 
considered  such  persons  a  top  priority. 


Wisconsin  gets  homosexuality  report 


GREEN  LAKE,  Wis.  (UMC)  - 
Without  taking  any  formal  action,  the 
Wisconsin  Annual  Conference  received  a 
report  from  a  17-member,  two-year  task 
force  on  homosexuality  which  observed: 
“We  find  no  evidence  that  homosexuals 
are  less  capable  of  hearing  and 
responding  to  God’s  call  to  ministry  than 
heterosexuals.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  H.  Adams  Jr.,  Eau 
Claire,  Wis.,  chairman  of  the  task  force, 
described  the  report  as  “one  step  on  a 
long  journey  toward  better 
understanding  of  this  whole  matter.”  He 
stressed  the  findings  of  the  committee 
were  not  adopted  by  the  conference. 

"It  is  not  a  time  for  legislation  —  by 
either  the  church  or  by  community 
referenda,”  he  said.  “It  is  a  time  for 
study,  for  fact-finding,  for  open 
discussion  of  widely  divergent 
experiences,  understandings  and 
perspectives.”  He  described  the  report 
as  a  “very  preliminary  contribution  to 
this  task  of  the  whole  church.” 


The  task  force  was  authorized  by  the 
1976  Wisconsin  conference  to  “study  in 
depth  the  question  of  the  ordination  and 
appointability  of  self-announced 
homosexual  persons”  .  .  .  including  a 
study  of  the  “continued  appointability  of 
persons  already  under  appointment  who 
choose  to  announce  themselves  as 
homosexual.”  Nine  of  the  task  force 
members  are  clergy;  eight  are  lay 
persons.  All  are  United  Methodists. 

After  itemizing  the  official  stance  of 
the  “Book  of  Discipline,”  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  the  bishop  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  the  task  force  re¬ 
port  explored  the  stance  of  other 
denominations,  the  Bible,  medical 
testimony,  sociology,  psychology  and  the 
law. 

In  a  final  section  of  “reflections,”  the 
task  force  members  reported  they  have 
found  no  evidence  that  homosexuals  are 


less  effective  in  ministry  than  others  — 
“except  for  the  legal  and  attitudinal 
barriers  imposed  upon  them  by  their 
heterosexual  fellow  members  of  the 
church.  As  long  as  heterosexual  reaction 
is  so  strongly  negative  toward 
homosexual  pastors,  they  will  be  unable 
to  practice  pastoral  ministry,  or  to  be 
appointed  to  such  ministry.” 

In  closing,  the  task  force  report  says, 
"This  witness  will  not  satisfy  thqse  who 
want  definitive,  or  even  legalistic 
answers.  It  is  not  the  assignment  of  this 
task  group  to  give  ‘The  Answer.’  To  find 
God’s  will  and  way  in  this  matter  is  an 
assignment  for  the  whole  church,  for 
every  local  church  and  for  every  single 
Christian.” 

According  to  Mr.  Adams,  a  guide  will 
be  prepared,  along  with  a  bibliography, 
which  can  be  used  by  local  churches 
wishing  to  do  their  own  study. 


Olympics  will  jolt  Lake  Placid 


United  Methodists  plan  impact ,  too 


By  NANCY  WARNER 

LAKE  PLACID,  N  Y.  —  Adirondack 
Community  Church  is  the  home  of  a 
United  Methodist  congregation  in  this 
upstate  New  York  hamlet  of  only  2,800. 
But  in  February,  1980,  Lake  Placid  will 
be  transformed  into  a  swarming 
metropolis,  serving  as  host  to  an 
estimated  1,800  Olympic  team  athletes 
and  officials  and  perhaps  475,000 
spectators. 

And  when  that  happens,  United 
Methodists  at  Adirondack  and  other  UM 
churches  expect  to  be  “transformed," 
too.  In  fact,  they  ’re  already  preparing  to 
make  an  impact  on  the  1980  Winter 
Olympic  Games. 

One  United  Methodist  minister,  the 
Rev.  J.  Bernard  Fell,  is  executive 
director  of  the  Lake  Placid  Olympic 
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Organizing  Committee.  Thanks  largely 
to  Mr.  Fell,  the  first  Religious  Affairs 
Committee  in  the  history  of  the  games 
has  been  created. 

Another  UM  minister,  the  Rev. 
William  Vigne,  pastor  at  Adirondack 
church,  chairs  that  committee,  which 
also  includes  two  Roman  Catholic 
priests,  one  Jewish  rabbi,  two  Episcopal 
priests  and  a  Pilgrim  Holiness  pastor. 

And  Adirondack  church  has  already 
been  pegged  as  a  nerve  center  for  a 
broad  range  of  ministries  during  the  11- 
day  event. 

The  Religious  Affairs  Committee  is 
charged  with  making  provisions  for  the 
religious  needs  of  the  athletes  and 
officials  and  the  religious  and  social 
needs  of  visitors  to  the  1980  Games. 

To  accomplish  this  goal,  the  committee 
began  work  in  May,  1977.  Needed,  mem¬ 
bers  agreed,  is  an  “interdenominational, 
unified,  strong  religious  witness  in  which 
God  is  honored.”  Practically,  this  means 
ministry  in  five  areas:  interpretation 
and  worship,  literature,  media,  human 
services  and  entertainment. 

All  of  this  is  a  large  order.  Mr.  Vigne 
reports  his  local  church  “has  been 
praying  about  it  for  a  long  time.” 
Adirondack  church  is  uniquely  suited  as 
a  center  of  outreach  for  athletes  and 
tourists  alike,  located  as  it  is  in  the  heart 


of  the  scenic  Adirondack  village. 
Facilities  of  several  area  churches  will  be 
available,  but  a  large  percentage  of  the 
traffic  which  swarms  through  the  town 
each  day  is  likely  to  pass  through 
Adirondack  Community  Church. 

Plans  call  for  multiple  daily  services  to 
be  held  there  in  English,  French  and 
German.  The  style  of  worship  will  differ, 
Mr.  Fell  says,  with  various  denomina¬ 
tions  and  non-affiliated  groups  in  charge. 

The  Religious  Affairs  Committee  will 
also  provide  alternative  recreation  for 
the  influx  of  tourists,  to  counteract  the 
lure  of  local  bars  and  other  night  spots. 
Plans  are  underway  for  a  coffee  house  to 
be  held  in  Adirondack  church’s  social 
hall.  A  responsibility  of  the  congregation 
will  be  to  provide  housing  in  the  church 
for  those  who  will  be  running  the  coffee 
house. 

Through  a  variety  of  possibilities  for 
creative  outreach,  the  1980  Winter 
Olympic  Games  will  give  United 
Methodists  in  Lake  Placid  a  unique 
opportunity  to  be,  Mr.  Vigne  says,  a 
“strong  witness  for  God  in  the 
community  and  in  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Games.” 

Ms.  Warner  is  a  free-lance  writer 
living  in  Hudson  Falls.  N.  Y 


Hawaii 

More  Than  Palm  Trees 

HAWAII  LOA  COLLEGE  is  a  four-year,  liberal  arts  college 
featuring  programs  in  Ocean  Studies,  Asian  Studies,  pre¬ 
professional  programs  in  medicine,  law,  business,  and 
theology,  and  much  more.  Hawaii  Loa  is  the  first  institution  in 
the  United  States  to  be  sponsored  by  four  Protestant 
denominations  —  United  Methodist,  Episcopal,  Presbyterian, 
and  United  Church  of  Christ.  Classes  are  small,  and  the  College 
offers  individualized  learning  opportunities  in  a  value-centered 
environment.  Hawaii  Loa  College  is  fully  accredited.  Campus 
housing  and  financial  aid  are  available.  The  College  is  situated 
on  a  beautiful  135-acre  campus,  20  minutes  from  Honolulu  and 
Waikiki.  Apply  now  for  the  fall  semester! 

Write:  Hawaii  Loa  College 
Admissions  Office 
P.0  Box  764 

Kaneohe.  Oahu.  Hawaii  96744 
or  call:  (808)  235-3641 


Congress  urged  not  to  restrict 
funds  for  abortion  services 


TRINITY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

3221  W  Park  Row,  Arlington,  Texas  76013  817-274-1345 
Please  send  complete  information  on  the  bonds. 

NAME  _ _ _ 

ADDRESS  _ h_L! _ 

CITY  ZIP 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  Eleven 
religious  leaders  have  issued  a  statement 
urging  Congress  not  to  consider 
restrictions  on  the  funding  of  abortion 
services. 

The  statement,  issued  through  the 
Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights, 
was  read  at  press  conferences  held  at 
numerous  locations  across  the  country. 
It  declares  that  "the  right  to  choose 
abortion  is  meaningless  if  there  exists  no 
access  to  that  right.  ” 

According  to  the  statement,  “this  is  the 
third  year  that  Congress  has  sought  to 
restrict  the  quantity  and  quality  of  health 
care  available  to  poor  women  who  are 
pregnant  against  their  will  ” 

“We  must  not  allow  one  particular 
religious  viewpoint  on  abortion  to  be 


imposed  on  Americans  of  all  faiths,”  the 
religious  leaders  say.  "History  teaches 
that  when  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of 
any  one  group  of  people  are  threatened, 
the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all  people 
are  threatened." 

The  statement  concludes  with  an 
appeal  to  members  of  Congress  “not  to 
be  intimidated  by  the  vocal  threats  of  the 
anti-abortion  minority,  for  we  pledge 
today  the  active  support  of  the  majority 
of  denominations,  Protestant  and 
Jewish,  in  the  struggle  to  maintain 
abortion  rights  for  all  women.” 

Theressa  Hoover,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  was  one  of  the  signers. 


Charles  L.  Allen  tells  how 
to  deal  with  loneliness. 

Many  of  us  live  with  loneliness.  We're  lonely  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  Jesus  promised,  “I  will  never  leave 
you  or  forsake  you!'  The  problem  is  that  were  often  so 
busy  feeling  sorry  for  ourselves  that  we  forget  how 
much  He  really  Toves  us— how  much  He  cares. 

Charles  L.  Alien  knows  the  pain  and  loneliness  of 
living  by  himself.  YOU  ARE  NEVER  ALONE  is  written 
from  his  personal  experience,  and  shares  the  uplifting 
message  that  God  is  always  with  us -that  He  created  us 
to  have  joyful  fellowship  with  Him. 

YOU  ARE  NEVER  ALONE .. . 
the  encouragement  you 
may  need  today. .  -is  at 
your  favorite  bookstore. 

$6.95  (Cloth) 

(If  ordering  by  mail,  add 
45c  postage  and  handling.  I 
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it  UMC,  Monroe, 
lors  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Johns 


LaFon  offering  Conference 
Sunday  journals  mailed 


Day”  honoring  their  many  years  of 
devoted  service  to  Methodism,  was 
recently  observed  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe.  Participating  in 
the  special  services  were  Dr.  James 
J.  Caraway,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent;  the  Rev.  Tom  B. 
Peyton,  III,  an  Associate  Pastor,  First 
UMC.  Dallas  and  grandson-in-law  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Johns,  who  preached  the  morn¬ 
ing’s  message;  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Crawford,  a 
son-in-law  who  sang  the  offertory  solo, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Crawford.  Special 
music  was  presented  by  the  Chancel 
Choir,  the  Handbell  Choir  and  the  Brass 
Ensemble.  Mr.  Roy  Johns,  Jr.  gave  a 
tribute  to  his  parents. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Johns  observed  their  57th 
wedding  anniversary  on  June  14.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Mrs. 
Persis  J.  Crawford  and  Roy  Johns,  Jr.,  of 
Monroe,  and  Mrs.  Hope  J.  Norman  of 
Alexandria.  They  have  10  grandchildren 


and  eight  great-grandchildren. 

Dr.  Johns  graduated  from  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University  in 
1921  with  a  M.  A.  degree.  His  pastor¬ 
ates  have  included  Cedar  Grove, 
Natchitoches,  Carrollton  Avenue  and 
Rayne  Memorial  in  New  Orleans,  Trinity 
in  Ruston,  First  Church  in  Lake  Charles, 
and  First  Church,  Monroe.  He  served  as 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  Monroe  District 
1934-1938,  and  as  District  Superintendent 
of  the  New  Orleans  District,  1946-1952.  In 
addition,  Dr.  Johns  served  on  the  staff  of 
the  Division  of  National  Missions  in 
Philadelphia  where  he  assisted  in  raising 
funds  for  the  Alaska  Methodist 
University.  For  nine  years  he  served  as 
Director  of  Church  Extension  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  In  1965,  he 
retired,  and  returned  to  Monroe,  where 
he  supplied  the  Stone  Avenue  Church  and 
later  served  as  interim  pastor  of  First 
UMC. 

While  an  active  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  Dr.  Johns  served 
in  many  positions.  On  March  11,  1973,  he 
was  named  Pastor  Emeritus  of  First 
UMC,  Monroe.  He  is  listed  in  Who’s  Who 
in  Methodism,  Prominent  Personalities  in 
American  Methodism,  Who’s  Who  South 
and  Southwest,  and  Who’s  Who  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Buller,  Chairman  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board,  presented  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Johns  a  portable  color  television  set 
as  a  gift  from  First  Church,  Monroe. 


Bi-District  Lab  School,  BR-H,  BR-L 


will  accept  registrations  through  July 


A  Bi-District  Laboratory  School  for 
church  school  teachers  of  children  will  be 
September  8-10,  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  church,  Baton  Rouge  covering 
both  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  district 
and  the  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  district. 
Mrs.  John  O.  Cook,  director,  announces 
that  registrations  must  be  in  by  August  1. 

Registrations  are  being  accepted  by 
Mrs.  George  James,  9849  Regency, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815.  A  fee  of  $5  should 
accompany  each  registration.  Pre¬ 
registration  is  necessary.  Classes  begin 
at  6:30  p.m.  September  8;  at  9  a.m.  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  Participants  are 
expected  to  attend  all  sessions. 

Classroom  situations,  with  children 
participating,  will  be  part  of  the 
laboratory  school  on  both  Saturday  and 
Sunday. 

Teachers  include  Mrs.  R.  H.  Cordell  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  coordinator  of 
children’s  ministries  for  the  Birm¬ 
ingham  E.  district,  a  consultant  in 
children’s  ministries  for  the  N.  Alabama 
conference;  Mrs.  Royce  Hardaway  of 
Dallas,  TX,  office  coordinator  and 
resource  consultant  of  the  N.  Texas 
conference  council;  Rev.  Janies  O. 
Evans,  pastor  of  Springhill  UMC  and 
experienced  in  conference  youth 
ministry;  Miss  Rosemary  Scheuerman 
of  Jackson,  Miss.,  UM  deaconess  and 
diaconal  minister  who  is  director  of 
Christian  education  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC, 
Jackson;  Mrs.  A.  H.  Harwell  of  New 
Orleans,  director  of  the  nursery  school  at 
Aurora  UMC;  and  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Montgomery  of  Shreveport  who  assisted 
in  the  preparation  of  the  church  school 
literature  to  be  used  at  the  laboratory 
school. 


Mr.  A.  C.  Anderson,  III,  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge  will  work  with  a  team 
to  teach  4  year-olds  in  the  Sunday  AM 
class  of  the  lab-school. 


Cordell 


Evans 


Scheuerman 


Harwell 


Montgomery 


Coming  up 


Emissary,  a  music  ministry  group 
from  Oral  Roberts  University  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  will  appear  at  Algiers  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans  on  July 
16, 17  at7:00  p.m. 

The  group  is  composed  of  eight  young 
men  and  women  who  are  dedicated  to 
spreading  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend  the  program 
which  will  feature  singing,  sharing,  and 
drama  appealing  to  all  ages. 

Emissary  is  part  of  the  Summer  Music 
Ministries  Program  of  ORU,  which 
involves  11  groups  touring  throughout  the 
United  States  for  10  weeks. 


THE  SOUTHSIDE  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH,  Monroe, 


Louisiana,  will  observe  its  twenty -sixth 
Homecoming  on  July  9.  The  speaker  for 
this  occasion  will  be  Dr.  James  T. 
Harris,  a  former  District  Superinten¬ 
dent.  Dr.  Harris  was  born  in  Middle  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  joined  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1926.  He  was  in  the  active 
ministry  for  44  'k  years  and  is  now  retired 
and  living  in  Franklinton. 

Southside  presently  has  a  membership 
of  1,827  members  and  has  averaged  60 
Confessions  of  Faith  each  year.  (Twelve 
ministers  have  come  from  Southside 
UMC.)  Property  valuation  has  reached 
$1,000,000. 

Former  members  and  friends  are 
urged  to  share  in  this  occasion  July  9. 


There  are  IS  youth  of  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  NEW  IBERIA 
who  become  involved  in  a  Clown  Ministry.  Kathy  Turner,  the  Summer  Youth 
Director,  has  organized  the  group  called  "The  Holy  Fools 
Everybody  loves  a  clown,  and  the  youngsters  pictured  above  are  learning  how  to 
apply  make-up  and  dress  themselves  as  clowns,  so  they  can  brighten  the  lives  of 
hospital  and  nursing  home  patients.  The  clowns  operate  on  a  person-to-person  basis 
and  their  central  task  is  to  bring  laughter,  a  few  smiles,  and  show  a  genuine  sense  of 
love  and  concern  for  each  person  they  meet.  The  gift  is  free  —  it  is  a  gift  of  a  smile 
and  a  touch  that  says  "someone  cares.  "  Clowning  is  not  intended  to  be  a  substitute * 
for  all  other  forms  of  youth  ministry  in  the  church.  It  is.  rather,  a  supplementary 
form  of  outreach  and  caring.  There  is  great  emphasis  and  enthusiasm  among  the 
youth  of  the  church  about  this  clown  ministry. 

SMU  encouraged  by  support 
from  annual  conferences 


Worthy  of  our  best 

The  Second  Sunday  in  July  of  each 
year  has  been  set  aside  as  a  special 
offering  day  for  Lafon  Home,  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana.  Lafon  appreciates  all 
gifts  and  efforts  made  in  support  of  the 
Homes. 

This  year  finds  the  Home  in  its  greatest 
financial  need  in  its  history.  The 
response  of  the  “people  called 
Methodist”  is  critically  needed  at  this 
time.  A  good  strong  effort  in  July  can 
help  the  Home,  along  with  its  present 
resources,  begin  the  reconstruction  of 
Lafon  this  calendar  year. 

Bishop  Shamblin  wrote  in  the 
Louisiana  Methodist,  September  26, 1976, 
when  he  first  came  as  our  episcopal  head 
in  Louisiana  regarding  Lafon’s  building 
project;  “  .  .  .  here  is  an  opportunity  for 
the  Methodists  of  Louisiana  to 
participate  in  one  of  the  most  thrilling 
and  worthwhile  projects  of  Christian  love 
and  service  to  be  found  anywhere.  It  is 
where  we  can  see  and  know  of  the  work 
that  is  done  and  the  human  needs  that 
will  be  met.  I  am  convinced  it  is  worthy 
of  our  best.” 

Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris  is  Chairperson  of 
the  Board  and  Mr.  Charles  Teamer, 
Fund  Treasurer.  Please  send  gifts  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Treasurer, 
Reverend  Robert  B.  Crichlow. 


Death  notice 

Funeral  services  for  Robert  P. 
"Bob’’  Lay,  74,  well  known  for  his 
lay  work  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
was  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  June  26. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  the 
former  Vivian  Fortson  of  Mansfield; 
a  daughter,  Joan  Lay  of  Shreveport; 
and  one  sister,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Vaughan 
of  Gilliam. 


On  June  23,  three  weeks  after  the  close 
ol  Annual  Conference,  the  first  Journals 
were  mailed  by  our  printer,  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter. 
Once  again,  the  Louisiana  Conference 
has  produced  the  earliest  Journal  in 
Methodism. 

Persons  who  have  not  received 
Journals  by  this  time  should  write  the 
Council  on  Ministries  office. 

Changes  in  this  year's  Journal  include 
a  listing  of  jurisdictional  and  general 
church  agencies  just  inside  the  back 
cover.  Appointments  and  the  directory  of 
ministers’  addresses  and  phone  numbers 
are  printed  on  two  different  colors  this 
year  to  make  easier  identification.  New 
diaconal  ministers'  and  associate 
members'  pictures  appear  for  the  first 
time,  as  well  as  pictures  of  retiring 
ministers  and  their  spouses. 

Many  persons  cooperate  to  assist  the 
quick  publication  of  the  Journal.  The 
Council  on  Ministries  office  staff  begins 
to  work  on  it  in  earnest  about  February  1 
of  each  year.  Information  must  be 
gathered  and  compiled  from  dozens  of 
sources.  As  much  copy  as  possible  is  sent 
to  the  printer  prior  to  the  conference 
session. 


Our  printer  works  with  speed  and 
accuracy  to  set  type,  print,  bind  and  mail 
the  Journals.  TM/UMR  now  specializes 
'  in  Journals,  and  the  department  headed 
by  Nick  Madaloni  will  produce  more  than 
twenty  this  year. 

The  Journal  is  a  much  used  book. 
Those  who  use  it  often  have  ideas  about 
how  to  improve  it.  Please  send 
suggestions  to  Ray  Branton,  Journal 
editor. 


Dallas,  Texas;  June  21  (SMU)  —  Eight 
out  of  17  conferences  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church's  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
have  pledged  approximately  $2  million 
towards  their  bishops'  challenge  to  raise 
$2.5  million  in  support  of  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  capital  gifts 
campaign. 

At  annual  meetings  during  the  past 
month,  conferences  of  the  eight-state 
jurisdiction  adopted  plans  to  seek  funds 
over  the  five-year  period  which  has  been 
designated  for  SMU’s  $153  million 
campaign  to  help  meet  rising  costs  of 
higher  education  and  to  assure  a  firm 
foundation  for  the  University's  future. 

The  Texas  Annual  Conference  ap¬ 
proved  a  proposal  to  raise  $1  million  to 
establish  an  endowed  chair  of  Wesley 
studies  at  SMU's  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  and  to  name  it  in  honor  of 
Perkins'  distinguished  theologian  Albert 
Cook  Outler. 

Members  of  the  North  Texas 
Conference  adopted  a  plan  to  ask  its 
congregations  to  raise  $50,000  this  year. 
Annual  renewal  of  this  goal  will  raise 
$250,000  for  the  campaign. 

The  Central  Texas  Conference  voted  to 
ask  its  churches  to  raise  $30,000  annually 


for  a  total  of  $150,000  over  five  years 

The  Southwest  Texas  Conference 
approved  a  goal  of  $15,000  per  year  for  a 
five-year  total  of  $75,000. 

Both  the  Missouri  East  and  Missouri 
West  Conferences,  under  the  leadership 
of  Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  will 
undertake  to  raise  between  $30,000  and 
$50,000  annually  for  a  five-year  joint  total 
of  from  $300,000  to  $500,000. 

A  goal  of  $35,000  for  SMU  is  included  in 
an  educational  priorities  fund  to  be 
raised  this  year  through  individual 
church  apportionment  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

An  annual  minimum  of  $8,500  was 
approved  as  part  of  the  Nebraska  Annual 
Conference  budget. 

“We  at  SMU  are  encouraged  by  the 
recent  action  of  the  Methodist  annual 
conferences  in  support  of  our  capital 
gifts  campaign,”  says  SMU  President 
James  H.  Zumberge.  “We  recognize  in 
this  action  a  reaffirmation  of  the 
Church's  confidence  in  the  University 
and  its  encouragement  in  our  efforts  to 
strengthen  SMU  for  the  future.” 

More  banners 


Members  of  United  Methodist  Women 
ol  Roberts  UMC,  Denham  Springs,  have 
made  a  Christian  Banner  for  the  Gold 
Dome  at  Centenary  College  at  the 
request  of  Dr.  Webb. 

Rev.  C.  L.  Hillard  is  Pastor. 


Centenary  Archives  acquire  new 
materials  for  conference  use 


Around  the  Conference 


can  be  used 

at  the  Gold  Dome 
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Shown  in  the  picture  are  Mrs.  Ebly 
Maryland  (seated)  who  directed  the 
project.  Standing  are.  Martha  Lockhart, 
Ethel  Dunn.  Elma  J.  Scott,  Mae  Belle 
Dunn,  and  Mary  Boyd  president  of  the 
UMW.  Others  who  worked  on  the  banner 
were  Lena  Lockhart,  who  made  the 
designs.  Dorothy  Jordon,  Ann  Terrell, 
Mary  Maryland.  Mildred  Robinson. 
Serena  Robinson.  Ora  Lee  Scott,  and 
Sandra  Scott. 

In  a  recent  communication  from 
Centenary  College  President  Donald 
Webb,  described  the  banners  at  the  1978 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  as 
“artistic  testimonies  to  faith  created  by 
generous  ladies  in  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  across  the  state.  Centenary  College 
is  deeply  appreciative  of  these  devoted 
efforts.  The  Gold  Dome  now  has  a  new 
atmosphere  whenever  these  are  hung! 
These  sermons  in  cloth  cannot  help  but 
draw  awed  attention.  Their  efforts  have 
made  possible  a  new  demonstration  and 
appreciation  of  our  Christian  heritage! 

There  is  room  for  more!  We  would  like 
to  hang  additional  banners  of  different 
lengths.  If  your  church  wishes  to  share  in 
this  collection  of  banners,  or  wishes  to 
produce  others,  please  contact  me  at 
Centenary  College  (318/869-5101 ).” 


Bogalusa  recently  sold  over  400  pizzas  at  a  pizza  sale  for  their  mission  trip  to  Haiti 
this  summer.  The  sale  was  a  big  success  thanks  to  all  the  mothers  who  helped  and 
the  youth  and  of  course,  the  people  who  bought  the  pizzas. 


During  the  report  of  the  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  at  the  Annual 
Conference.  Chairman  James  Christie  presented  the  Conference  Archives  with 
copies  of  the  first  three  volumes  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist,  1949-1951.  The  papers 
were  given  to  the  Archives  by  two  of  the  paper’s  original  editors.  Rev.  Virgil  Morris 
and  Rev.  Jolly  Harper,  in  memory  of  their  co-editor  Rev  W.  Ralph  Cain.  The 
papers  will  be  an  excellent  source  for  church  historians  documenting  recent 
developments  and  accomplishments. 

The  Archives  has  also  received  files  of  the  Ruston  District  Superintendent  from 
Rev.  Luman  Douglas  and  copies  of  the  records  of  Pharr  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Roe  of  Morgan  City,  Louisiana.  In  addition 
the  Archives  has  completed  the  microfilming  of  the  North  Bossier  Circuit  records 
1883-1978.  The  Archives  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  to  Rev.  Terry  Loue  and 
Rev.  J  W.  Matthews  and  their  respective  congregations  for  enabling  the  Archives  to 
preserve  these  valuable  historic  records. 

All  materials  have  been  catalogued  and  are  open  for  use  during  normal  Archives 
hours. 


The  annual  parsonette  picnic  of  the 
Shreveport  district  was  held  at  the 
Mangum  UMC  Friday,  June  23.  The  new 
ministers  and  wives  in  the  district  were 
honored.  The  new  parsonette  officers 
are:  President,  Mrs.  Wilma  Crosby; 
Vice  president,  Mrs.  Louise  Thomas; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Alice  Moak; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  Marjorie 
Hollingsworth;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lois 
Lueg;  Publicity  chairman,  Mrs.  Frances 
Pearce. 


The  program  schedule  for  1977-78  will 
include  five  daytime  meetings  and  four 
evening  meetings  for  both  ministers  and 
wives. 


At  a  recent  special  afternoon  service,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  (third  from 
left)  dedicated  a  new  organ  and  a  new  carillon  at  the  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH  OF  COLUMBIA.  Participating  in  the  service  with  the  Bishop  were,  from 
left.  Dr.  E.  L.  Carroll,  i chairman  of  the  church's  Administrative  Board,  who 
presented  the  musical  instruments  for  dedication;  REV.  E.  EUGENE  KIMBLE, 
pastor  of  the  Columbia-Hebert  Charge,  and  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway,  superintendent 
of  the  Monroe  District.  Dr.  Carroll  presented  the  organ  to  the  church  on  behalf  of  the 
many  members,  former  members  and  friends  who  contributed  to  the  purchase  of 
the  instrument.  And  he  presented  the  carillon  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
Carroll  family.  Following  the  service  of  dedication,  the  Columbia  United  Methodist 
Women  hosted  a  reception  honoring  the  Shamblins  and  the  Caraways. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Williamson  were 
welcomed  to  the  Shreveport  District  at  a 
reception  in  the  First  UMC,  Shreveport 
Couch  Chapel  parlor  Sunday,  June  25. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
district  were  hostesses  with  First  UMC, 
Shreveport. 


group  at  St.  Paul  s  UMC,  Monroe  had  their  spring  get-together 
recently  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church.  They  were  served  a  delicious  lunch 
and  entertained  by  the  "Perilous  Paulines  Plus  One"  —  The  "One"  being  their  own 
minister.  Reverend  Stone  Caraway,  who  sang  "April  Showers ."  Everyone  enjoyed 
the  entertainment  and  the  fellowship. 


One  hundred  fifty  campers 
participated  in  an  Ecumenical  Day 
Camp  in  DeRidder.  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
were  the  joint  sponsors  of  this  enterprise. 
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Editorials 

Christians  need  to  be  informed 
about  funeral  industry  findings 


Each  year  Americans  spend  an 
estimated  $6.4  billion  on  funerals,  burials 
and  related  expenses. 

This  economic  fact,  coupled  with 
nearly  two  decades  of  increasing 
“consumer  consciousness"  about  the 
ways  we  are  urged  to  spend  our  money 
and  a  more  open  discussion  of  our 
society's  attitudes  and  rituals  related  to 
dying,  has  brought  the  funeral  industry 
under  considerable  scrutiny  by  both  the 
general  public  and  the  government. 

Beginning  with  the  publication  nearly 
15  years  ago  of  the  controversial  book 
‘‘The  American  Way  of  Death"  and 
continuing  through  a  long  list  of  other 
books  and  articles,  the  funeral  industry 
has  been  dissected  in  a  nearly  unpre¬ 
cedented  fashion.  Claims  of  fraud  and 
unethical  practices— from  sources  of 
varying  credibility— have  often  been  in 
the  headlines. 

In  1972  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 
began  looking  into  the  charges.  The 
investigation  led  to  the  drafting  in  1975  of 
proposed  regulations  on  the  funeral 
industry.  Now,  after  16  months  of  debate 
on  the  regulations  and  public  hearings  in 
six  major  cities  across  the  nation,  a  600- 
page  report  has  been  published  by  the 
commission’s  staff.  Between  now  and 
August  21  groups  and  individuals  are 
being  invited  to  comment  on  the 
proposed  regulations  before  the  whole 
commission  meets  this  fall  to  decide 
whether  they  will  be  approved  and 
implemented. 

We  believe  that  Christian  churches, 
.because  of  the  unique  relationship  they 
have  with  the  funeral  industry,  should 
have  a  particular  interest  in  both  the 
findings  of  the  report  and  the  proposed 
regulations.  The  report  is  available  in 
most  major  libraries,  can  be  purchased 
at  government  printing  outlets,  or  single 
copies  are  available  free  by  writing: 
Federal  Trade  Commission,  Room  130, 


Washington,  D.C.,  20580.  We  urge 
interested  United  Methodists  — 
particularly  those  connected  with  the 
funeral  industry  and  ministers  who  work 
closely  with  that  industry  —  to  read  the 
report  and  comment  on  it  before  the 
deadline. 

And  we  urge  those  whose  time  or 
interest  does  not  permit  reading  such  a 
lengthy  document  to  consider  the 
following  specific  findings  of  the  report 
before  either  condemning  or  praising  the 
funeral  industry  in  a  blanket  fashion: 

•  The  overwhelming  majority  of 
funeral  directors  are  not  unscrupulous  or 
unethical,  according  to  the  commission 
staff’s  report.  The  intent  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  is  to  deal  with  the  ‘‘bad  apples”  in 
the  funeral  industry.  The  report  states 
‘‘we  recognize  the  necessary  and 
generally  helpful  service  that  many 
funeral  directors  render.  ’  ’ 

•  While  they  are  not  in  the  majority, 
however,  abuses  are  not  isolated  and 
rare.  Those  abuses  include:  (1) 
practices  which  take  advantage  of 
the  grief -stricken  state  of  the  bereaved 
such  as  not  providing  itemized  price  lists 
and  not  offering  lower  cost  funeral  and 
burial  options  when  available. 

(2)  misrepresentation  of*  health  and 
legal  requirements  as  they  relate  to 
embalming,  coffins  and  burial  vaults. 

(3)  playing  on  the  emotional  state  of  the 
bereaved  by  deriding  less  expensive 
items  in  a  way  which  equates  greater 
expression  of  love  for  the  deceased  with 
the  amount  of  money  spent  on  the  funeral 
and  burial. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  all  of  America’s 
20,000  funeral  homes  and  50,000  funeral 
directors  and  embalmers  must  fall  under 
federal  regulation  because  of  the  abuses 
of  some,  but  the  apparent  inability  of  the 
honest  to  regulate  the  dishonest  in  the 
industry  makes  such  regulation 
necessary. 


/  have  run  laughing 

Rv  M  ARGARET  REYNOLDS  — 

I  have  run  laughing 
to  see  God. 

but  found  Him  terribly 
occupied. 

Mountains  and  oceans 
and  masses  of  man 
required  His  will. 

Whole  galaxies  marched  in  His  eyes. 
Great  beasts  roamed  His  lands. 
Monstrous  creeping  hot  rivers 
of  red  molten  fear 
rolled  over  me. 
until  — 

beside  my  face,  pressed 
to  the  earth. 

I  saw 
one 

blade  of  grass. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Appointment  of  homosexual  debated 


Where  has  public  outrage  been? 


All  of  humankind  should  be  outraged  at 
the  willful  slaughter  of  12  members  of 
missionary  families  in  Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe)  last  week.  This  horrendous 
act  —  which  included  the  clubbing  to 
death  of  a  three-week-old  infant  and  the 
bayonetting  of  four  other  small  children 
—  is  incomprehensible,  whether  it  was 
carried  out  by  “black  guerrillas’’  (as 
government  officials  claim)  or  ‘‘black, 
government  security  forces’’  (as 
guerrilla  leaders  claim). 

But  as  the  news  of  these  12  deaths 
made  headlines  around  the  world  and  so 
infuriated  British-born  Bishop  Paul 
Burrough  of  the  Anglican  Church  that  he 
called  for  British  intervention  to  hunt 
down  the  killers,  we  wonder  where 
worldwide  indignation  has  been  when 
past  atrocities  have  occurred  in 
Rhodesia. 


As  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia  so  aptly  put  it:  “I 
believe  this  sort  of  thing  goes  on  all  the 
time,  except  it  seems  to  be  more  news  if 
it  happens  to  white  people.  There  is  no 
part  in  the  war  for  the  killing  of  children, 
black  or  white.” 

What  ought  to  be  as  “big”  a  news  head¬ 
line  around  the  world  as  this  senseless 
slaughter  of  12  whites  are  the  atrocities 
committed  against  all  the  innocent  in 
Rhodesia.  We  pray  that  all  humankind 
will  become  outraged  at  that  situation 
which  daily  clubs  children  to  death  in 
mind,  spirit  and  body. 


To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist  minister  I  am 
stunned  that  Bishop  Ralph  Ward  and  the 
ministerial  members  of  the  New  York 
Conference  have  so  blithely  disregarded 
4,000  years  of  teaching  on  sexual 
morality  in  reappointing  Paul  Abels  to 
the  Washington  Square  United  Methodist 
Church  (TM/UMR,  June  16). 

Sexual  morality  has  always  been  a  key 
consideration  of  biblical  ethics. 
Homosexuality,  in  particular,  is 
explicitly  proscribed.  The  church  was 
born  into  a  culture  that  was  approving  of 
homosexuality  and  established  its  stand 
early.  The  Bible  recognizes  two 
acceptable  forms  of  sexual  expression: 
faithfulness  in  marriage  and  celibacy 
outside  of  marriage.  That  the  gross 
deviation  of  homosexuality  does  not  dis¬ 
qualify  a  minister  goes  beyond  my  com¬ 
prehension. 

1  feel  that  this  issue  highlights 
something  that  has  troubled  me  greatly 
in  recent  years.  It  seems  that  out  of  a 
growing  sense  of  spiritual  poverty,  the 
church  has  uncritically  adopted  many 
psychological,  economic,  social  and 
other  theories  and  baptized  them  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  In  our  poverty  we  have 
turned  from  the  centrality  of  the  Bible  as 
the  revealed  Word  of  God,  fearing  that 
proclamation  of  the  Word  will  make  us 
seem  unloving  and  unaccepting  of 
sinners.  Our  concept  of  Christian  love 
that  confronts  sin  and  the  sinner  has 
turned  into  weak  sentimentality  and 
fuzzy  good  feelings,  lacking  the  dynamic 
quality  of  proclamation. 

The  time  has  come  in  a  confused  and 
twisted  world  to  proclaim  that  God  has  a 
will  for  His  children.  Within  that  will  is 
the  promise  of  salvation,  victory  and  joy. 
Outside  of  that  will  is  death.  I  call  on  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  laity  and 


My  guiding  prayer 

By  JIM  REEVES 
O!  Lord  forgive  me. 

When  I  condemn 
Those  who  stand 
In  pools  of  sin. 

For  I  have  stood 
Where  they  now  stand, 

Till  I  reached  out 
And  touched  your  hand, 

To  seek  the  glory 
And  the  power 
That  you  can  give 
In  every  hour. 

But  rather,  let 
My  shining  light 
Be  their  guide 
Throughout  the  night. 

So  their  souls  too 
Might  clearly  see 
The  love  and  joy 
You  give  to  me. 


Here  I  Stand 

Greed  is  fundamental 
obstacle  to  employment 
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By  DAVID  E.  MALY 

Most  Americans  agree  that  the  biggest 
problem  facing  us  today  is  unemploy¬ 
ment.  We  have  condemned  the  Carter 
Administration,  the  imports,  the  unions, 
or  any  number  of  other  scapegoats. 

I  wonder  if  any  of  us  would  be  able  to 
look  at  the  major  culprit  and  see  it  for 
what  it  is:  America’s  greatest  sin,  greed! 

What  I  am  talking  about  is  the 
phenomenal  amount  of  overtime  being 
worked  in  almost  every  major  industry 
today.  I  am  speaking  of  workers  taking 
down  pays  for  60  hour  work  weeks,  and 
some  even  70  hours,  while  others  walk 
the  pavements  unemployed. 

1  serve  a  blue  collar  church  and  I  have 
spoken  with  the  men  and  know  that  most 
of  them  were  paid  in  excess  of  $20,000  last 
year,  where  their  wages  without 
overtime  would  be  a  maximum  of 
$15,000.  Some  of  those  workers  told  me  of 
$30,000  plus  wages,  and  a  Cleveland 
newspaper  revealed  two  city  workers 
who  made  in  excess  of  $50,000  last  year 
due  to  overtime  pay. 

Yes,  these  men  work  hard  for  their 
pay,  but  how  much  is  their  hard  work 
costing  the  men  who  are  without  a  job? 
When  a  person  puts  in  70  hours,  he  is 
stealing  30  hours  from  someone  who 
needs  that  job. 

For  years  we  have  preached  a 
“gospel"  of  the  Protestant  work  ethic 
and  it  is  most  difficult  now  to  switch 
gears  and  ask  people  to  consider  the 
overall  effect  of  their  ‘‘hard  work"  for 
greater  pay,  but  if  we  as  a  church  do  not 
call  sin  a  sin,  who  will? 

We  cannot  wait  for  companies  to  make 
the  change!  It  is  less  expensive  for  them 
to  pay  double-time  than  to  hire  new 
workers,  due  to  the  fringe  benefits. 
They  do  not  care  about  the  health  of  the 
workers,  nor  the  health  of  the  family 
unit;  they  care  about  profit  and  loss. 

We  cannot  wait  for  the  unions  to  make 
a  change  for  they  are  being  driven  by 
their  members  to  allow  for  massive 
overtime  pays. 

We  cannot  wait  for  the  federal 
government  (or  local)  to  make  a  change, 
for  overtime  results  in  a  greater 
percentage  of  taxation  for  them.  One 
person  I  know  made  $35,000  at  Ford 
Motor  last  year,  but  he  paid  more  than 
$10,000  in  federal  taxes  alone  (someone 
has  to  pay  the  bill  for  those  who  are  out  of 
work  and  on  welfare) . 

The  time  has  come  for  the  individual 
Christian  workers  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted  for  Christ,  not  greed.  To  say  to 
his  employer,  his  coworkers,  and  his 
Lord,  "Enough  of  the  greed  of  overtime. 
I  will  seek  my  contentment  in  the  Lord, 
not  the  almighty  dollar!  ’’ 

01  course  there  is  a  price  to  pay.  There 
will  be  no  more  $600/ month  house 
payments,  no  more  payments  on  2  and  3 
cars,  no  more  payments  on  boats, 
campers  and  other  recreational 


equipment  that  is  seldom  used  because  of 
work  schedules.  And  there  will  be  no 
more  material  payoffs  to  families  to 
compensate  for  the  lack  of  time  spent 
together. 

I  pray  that  Christ’s  church  will  have 
the  nerve  to  preach  this  Gospel  which  is 
consistent  with  a  Lord  who  says,  "Do 
unto  others  ...”  Yet,  I  fear  we  may  not 
be  willing  to  pay  our  price.  A  person  who 
makes  quantities  of  overtime  is  an  easier 
mark  for  the  church's  every  member 
canvas.  We  may  have  less  fancy  plants  in 
which  to  comfort  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  industry. 

Lord  Jesus,  pray  for  us  sinners  caught 
in  the  grasp  of  greed! 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
David  E.  Maly,  is  pastor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Brook  Park,  Ohio. 


clergy,  church  and  connectional  agen¬ 
cies,1  to  address  the  reality  of  the  claims 
of  Christ.  This  has  gone  far  enough. 

Paul  H.  Wragg 
Dover,  Delaware 

Action  ‘’heartening’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  heartened  by  the  action  of  the 
ministers  in  the  New  York  Conference 
and  the  subsequent  action  by  Bishop 
Ward  affirming  the  ministry  of  the  Rev. 
Paul  Abels  among  the  people  of 
Washington  Square  United  Methodist 
Church  (TM/UMR,  June  16). 

I  think  one  can  affirm  a  person’s 
ministry  without  necessarily  condoning 
that  person's  sexual  lifestyle,  just  as  one 
can  affirm  the  right  of  the  “Good  News” 
chapter  leader  in  that  conference  to  take 
a  leave  of  absence  because  of  the  action 
without  agreeing  with  that  person’s 
position. 

The  issue  of  sexual  orientation  has  not 
been  resolved,  but  someone’s  ministry 
has  not  been  shelved  until  such  time  as  it 
is  resolved,  and  for  that  we  can  rejoice. 

Gene  Koth 
Chariton,  Iowa 

Scripture  violated 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  16  issue  of  TM/UMR  it  was 
stated  that  the  Rev.  Paul  Abels,  a  self- 
declared  homosexual,  was  reappointed 
as  pastor  to  Washington  Square  UMC  in 
New  York’s  Greenwich  Village.  It  is 
evident  that  the  Word  of  God  had  no 
bearing  in  this  decision. 

Let  God  speak.  Romans  1:27  and  I 
Corinthians  6:9  clearly  state  our  Lord’s 
authoritative  word  concerning  this 
matter.  Galatians  3:1-5  declares  that  in 
the  last  days  there  will  be  men  without 
natural  affection  having  a  form  of 
godliness  but  denying  the  power  thereof 
and  from  such  to  turn  away.  Is  this  an 
example  of  what  will  be  condoned  in  the 

future?  God  forbid.  ..  ..  _  , 

Jimmy  M.  Taylor 

Houston,  Texas 

Hooray  for  UMC! 

To  the  Editor: 

Hooray  for  the  United  Methodists ! 

It  makes  me  think  much  better  of  the 
officials  of  my  church  when  I  read  of  the 
fair  and  non-prejudicial  reappointment 
of  Rev.  Paul  Abels  (TM/UMR,  June  16). 
I  would  have  been  vastly  disappointed  if 
any  other  alternative  had  even  been 
considered.  As  if  any  qualified  minister 
would  permit  his  private  life  to  interfere 
with  the  quality  of  his/her  fulfilling 
his/her  ministerial  duties. 

So  again,  hooray!  This  is  a  marvelous 
first  step.  Glory  to  God  and  long  live  the 
BillofRighU!  Cynthia  L.  Goff 

Orleans,  California 

Adrift  from  the  ‘Word’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  compelled  to  respond  concerning 
the  reappointment  of  the  Rev.  Paul 
Abels,  a  self-declared  homosexual,  in 
New  York  Conference  by  Bishop  Ward, 
as  reported  in  TM/UMR  of  June  16. 


My  Witness 

6 Vaya  con  Dios ,  Mr.  Smith  ’ 


By  NATALIE  AND  EDWARD  BARBER 

The  Rev.  L.  B.  Smith,  a  former 
missionary  to  Chile  and  Bolivia,  died  on 
May  20, 1978. 

Those  of  us  who  knew  him  in  Bolivia 
and  in  Chile  as  fellow-missionaries  are 
grateful  for  the  example  Mr.  Smith  set 
for  us.  He  was  loyal  and  steadfast  and 
courageous,  sometimes  when  it  would 
have  been  much  easier  to  say  the  whole 
endeavor  was  no  longer  worth  the 
struggle  and  the  price. 

During  almost  half  a  century  Mr. 
Smith  and  his  wife,  Mildred,  were 
Methodist  missionaries  in  South 
America.  He  worked  there  during  the 
depression  years  and  knew  the  meaning 
of  belt-tightening  and  sacrifice.  He 
served  as  director  of  large  mission 
schools,  executive  director  of  the  annual 
conference  in  Bolivia,  district 
superintendent,  director  of  Christian 
education,  treasurer,  pastor,  teacher, 
houseparent  ...  He  was  there  when  the 
need  was  great,  and  did  what  had  to  be 
done  without  fuss  or  fanfare.  He  and 
Mildred  raised  three  children  on  the 
mission  field,  one  who  later  followed  in 
his  footsteps.  Mildred  worked  along  with 
him  full-time  for  almost  all  her 
missionary  life  because  the  work  was 
there  and  she  wanted  it  to  be  done. 

We  met  Mr.  Smith  in  1951  at  Scarritt 
College  when  we  were  beginning  our 
missionary  service,  and  looked  up  to  him 
as  an  experienced  old-timer  in  the  field. 
We  didn't  realize  then  how  often  our 
paths  would  cross  or  how  our  lives  would 
run  a  parallel  course.  All  of  us  were 
originally  from  New  York  State  or  points 
nearby,  and  some  of  our  children  were 
born  in  Iquique,  Chile,  that  isolated  city 
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the  heart  of  the  driest  desert  in  the 
world.  Both  of  our  families  lived  and 
worked  in  schools  and  the  conference  in 
Cochabamba  and  in  La  Paz,  Bolivia.  We 
all  knew  what  it  was  like  to  be  in 
uprisings  and  revolutions,  and  stranded 
in  vehicle  breakdowns  on  narrow 
mountain  roads,  and  we  learned  how  to 
live  normal  lives  at  two  and  a  half  miles 
above  sea  level.  We  shared  good  talks 
and  laughter  and  appreciated  each  other 
as  persons,  for  our  fine  qualities  as  well 
as  our  shortcomings  and  humanness. 
Then,  eventually  we  both  came  to  live 
and  work  in  New  Mexico. 

In  1977  after  Christmas  we  drove 
through  Carlsbad,  where  the  Smiths 
were  living  at  the  Landsum  Retirement 
Home.  Recently  Mr.  Smith  had  been 
diagnosed  as  having  cancer.  We  wanted 
to  spend  a  few  hours  with  him,  perhaps 
to  give  some  comfort  and  pray  with  him. 
What  he  shared  with  us  during  those 
hours  will  remain  with  us  always  to  give 
inspiration  and  courage  when  we  need  it. 
He  told  us  at  that  time  how  Christ  had 
been  with  him  during  his  operation  and 
during  the  therapy  which  followed,  and 
that  his  life  was  in  God's  hands.  We  could 
tell  that  He  was  with  them  both,  Lee  and 
Mildred,  because  we  could  see  Him  in 
their  faces. 

And  we  knew  that  whatever  the  future 
had  in  store  for  him,  that  it  was  all  right 
because  he  was  with  God.  Hasta  luego  y 
vava  con  Dios,  Mr.  Smith.  The  world  is  a 
better  place  because  you  were  here. 

This  week's  "My  Witness"  column  was 
written  by  Natalie  and  Edward  Barber, 
teachers  at  the  UMC's  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 


I  am  concerned  to  see  our  denomina¬ 
tion  condoning  homosexuality  by  this 
action.  Can  we  wonder  why  our  denomi¬ 
nation  is  losing  membership  when  we 
drift  ever  farther  away  from  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  the  Word  of  God? 

Do  we  have  a  right  to  criticize  the 
supposed  ‘‘poor  quality”  of  preaching 
within  our  denomination  while  we  do 
everything  to  discourage  Bible-based 
preachers  from  being  called  to  or  staying 
with  United  Methodism? 

Few  would  argue  that  moral  decay  is 
increasingly  running  rampant  in  our 
society.  If  the  church  will  not  take  a 
stand  against  immorality,  who  will? 

I  feel  that  unless  the  United  Methodist 
ChQrch  begins  to  retake  a  solid  stand  on 
the  principles  of  Christianity,  as  outlined 
in  the  Bible,  we  will  press  ever  closer  to 
the  eventual  destruction  of  our 
denomination.  John  Wesley  would  turn 
over  in  his  grave!  Bradley  G.  Call 

Midvale,  Ohio 

Theology  of  tax  revolt 

To  the  Editor : 

Taken  together,  the  two  editorials  in 
the  June  23  issue  of  TM/UMR  uniquely 
present  the  challenge  confronting 
modern  Christendom.  From  one  view, 
the  taxpayers  are  saying  that,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  church,  civil 
government  has  been  a  colossal  failure. 
From  another  view,  an  exile  from 
humanistic  totalitarianism  is  saying  that 
the  church,  as  the  champion  of  the  Judeo- 
Christian  ethic,  has  also  failed. 

The  lead  editorial  encouraged 
Christians  to  examine  our  motives  before 
joining  the  "tax  revolt.”  However,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  you  presumed  no 
legitimate  theological  foundation  for 
those  of  us  who  see  political  ‘‘welfare 
programs”  as  an  improper  disregard  of 
the  separation  of  church  and  state.  (That 
is,  welfare,  health  and  education  are 
family  and  church  responsibilities  that, 
when  performed  by  government, 
virtually  require  a  dictatorship  of 
bureaucrats.) 

It  is  entirely  possible  for  Christians  to 
support  tax  limitations  aimed  at 
removing  the  potential  for  political 
perversion  from  the  social  ministries 
Christ  gave  His  church.  Such  a 
conviction  should  carry  with  it  the 
commitment  necessary  for  Christ’s 
church  to  genuinely  be  the  church.  If  we 
will  dare  to  be  disciples  of  Christ  Jesus  as 
a  community  of  faith,  then  the  "spiritual 
exhaustion”  Mr.  Solzhenitsyn  articu¬ 
lated  will  be  exchanged  for  spiritual 
vitality. 

These  matters  are  easier  discussed 


than  done.  Nonetheless,  I  hope  TM/UMR 
will  encourage  public  discussions  in  at 
least  two  related  areas:  (1)  the  meaning 
of  a  "tax  revolt"  to  the  church  and 
society;  and  (2)  possible  responses  of 
the  church  to  reduced  government  social 
programs  —  with  proposed  models. 

Gary  L.  Thurman 
Midland,  Texas 

Taxes  unfair 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  June  23  editorial  “Tax- 
revolt  presents  questions  we  need  to 
answer  as  Christians”  —  that  is  your 
opinion. 

My  husband  and  I  finally  paid  for  some 
farm  land  after  years  of  hard  work  and 
saving,  and  we  do  not  feel  we  should  be 
penalized  for  saving  money  by  paying 
real  estate  property  tax.  Why  do  all 
services  such  as  schools,  firemen’s  pay, 
etc.  come  from  property  tax?  Why 
shouldn’t  everyone  pay  their 
proportionate  share  toward  these 
services?  It  seems  to  me  if  you  say,  as 
Christians,  we  have  a  responsibility  to 
youth  and  the  needy,  then  each  and  every 
person  should  have'a  the  Same 
responsibility  —  not  just  property 
owners. 

I  also  feel  that  the  church  has  no  right 
to  speak  for  me  regarding  ERA.  I  am 
very  opposed  to  the  bill  as  it  now  stands. 
Women  should  receive  equal  pay  for 
equal  work,  but  in  no  way  are  women 
equal  to  men,  no  more  than  men  are 
equal  to  women.  If  that  were  so,  the  God 
who  made  us  all  would  have  made  us 

a^e'  Marjorie  Phelps 

Easton,  Illinois 

Against  Sunday  races 

To  the  Editor: 

My  husband  and  I  have  been  avid  fans 
of  the  Indianapolis  500  races  from  way 
back.  In  fact,  my  husband  and  our  son 
attended  the  races  for  a  graduation  gift 
when  our  son  received  his  Ph.D.  in  about 
1956. 

As  far  back  as  we  can  recall,  it  seems 
to  have  been  a  tradition  not  to  run  the 
races  on  Sunday.  It  strikes  us  rather 
peculiar  that  with  Rev.  Gene  E.  Sease 
being  president  of  the  500  mile  race 
festival,  this  was  the  first  Sunday  racing 
and  that  other  important  functions  with 
the  racing  event  were  on  Sunday  this 
year. 

Someone  recently,  perhaps  in  these 
letters,  was  advocating  that  fewer  sports 
events  should  be  held  on  the  Lord’s  day. 
We  agree. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Neuberger 
Brownsville,  Texas 


curnc-uphone 


YES!  Someone  is  ready  to  respond  to  your  questions,  concerns, 
and  suggestions  about  United  Methodist  curriculum.  The  main 
function  of  CURRIC-U-PHONE  is  to  help  local  churches  interpret 
and  use  these  resources.  Call  our  toll-free  number  and  trained 
personnel  will  answer  your  questions  firsthand  or  refer  you  to 
someone  who  can! 

Call  1-800-251-8591  from  8  a  m.  to  4  p.m.  (CST)  toll-free.  CUmCLLphOOe 

•Tennessee  residents  are  asked  to  call  615-749-6482  collect. 


keeps-u-in-touch 
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‘Longest  Walk’  nears  end 

Church  aids  ‘ spiritual  journey9  of  Indians 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  Reversing 
the  direction  and  the  character  of  the 
walks  their  ancestors  took  —  now  going 
eastward  and  voluntarily  —  hundreds  of 
Native  Americans  are  nearing  one  of 
their  goals  —  arrival  in  the  nation’s 
capital  on  July  15. 

But  for  “The  Longest  Walk,”  the 
primary  goal  of  overcoming  anti-Indian 
proposals  in  Congress  and  furthering 
human  rights  still  faces  major 
challenges.  Eleven  pending  bills  would 
abrogate  treaties  with  the  Indians  and 
remove  land  and  other  rights.  (See  list 


and  additional  article  on  this  page. ) 

The  walk  is  a  "spiritual  journey" 
which  began  last  February  in  San 
Francisco.  As  it  moved  eastward 
through  the  heart  of  the  U.S., 
participants  took  time  in  cities  and  towns 
to  build  awareness  of  the  citizenry  to  the 
legislation’s  dangers  and  also  to  the 
Indians’  belief  in  the  sacredness  of  all 
life. 

At  each  stop  an  altar  has  been  set  up 
for  various  spiritual  expressions  and 
prayers,  and  Indian  "holy  men"  have 
traveled  with  or  joined  the  caravan  at 


Conference  sessions 
in  1978  called  \ quiet 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Continuing  a 
practice  which  began  in  1773  when  10 
Methodist  preachers  gathered  in 
Philadelphia,  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico  have  just 
completed  their  1978  series  of  annual 
conferences. 

An  equal  number  of  clergy  and  lay 
voting  members  gathered  in  73 
conferences  to  plan  programs,  promote 
priorities,  debate  issues,  ordain 
ministers,  pass  resolutions  and  worship 
together. 

The  first  1978  conference  was  held  in 
New  Hampshire  May  4-7.  The  last  was  in 
Puerto  Rico  June  22-24. 

While  the  sessions  were  generally 
described  as  "quiet,"  some  conferences 
dug  into  controversial  issues  (see  related 
story  on  this  page). 

UMC  still  losing  members 

Persons  looking  forward  to  a  reversal 
in  membership  decline  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion  found  little  encouragement  from  the 
1978  conferences.  Unofficial  reports  com¬ 
piled  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  News  Service  and  the  weekly  news¬ 
letter  "Newscope"  indicate  a  substantial 
membership  decrease  during  1977,  the 
last  report  period. 

On  the  basis  of  reports  from  the  annual 
conferences,  the  unofficial  tally  indicates 
that  the  1977  membership  will  total 
9,729,810,  a  decrease  of  55,724  over  the 
previous  year.  This  compares  to  a 
decrease  of  75,494  in  1976  over  the 
previous  year. 

Seventeen  of  the  73  annual  conferences 
reported  membership  gains.  The  largest 
gain  was  reported  by  the  Texas 
conference  (Houston  Area)  with  a  2,975 
membership  increase.  Other 
conferences  reporting  gains  were: 
North  Georgia,  1,743;  South  Georgia, 
1,723;  Florida,  1,450;  Alabama-West 
Florida,  1,166;  Baltimore,  849;  Central 
Texas,  840;  Mississippi,  547;  South 
Carolina,  439;  Puerto  Rico,  359;  New 
Hampshire,  302;  North  Texas,  249;  North 
Carolina,  120;  Virginia,  86;  Louisiana, 
71;  North  Alabama,  35;  and  Red  Bird 
Missionary,  13. 

Faced  with  inflation  and  low  pension 
rates,  a  majority  of  the  annual 
conferences  are  either  conducting  or 
planning  major  pension  fund  campaigns 
totaling  more  than  $100  million.  Most 
conferences  report  enthusiastic  support 
for  the  campaigns  with  goals  pledged 
and  payments  on  schedule. 

Institutions  report 

In  the  wake  of  bankruptcy  and  related 
legal  actions  at  Pacific  Homes  in  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  conference  and 
the  exposure  of  that  problem  on  network 
television,  most  annual  conferences 
received  status  reports  on  their  own 
homes,  hospitals,  camps,  colleges, 
campus  ministry  facilities  and  other 
institutions.  While  most  reports  were 


A  weury  walker 
OTEGO,  N.Y.  —  Don  Sawyer 
changes  his  shoes  at  the  halfway  point 
during  the  Fathers’  Day  Walk-a-thon 
for  projects  in  the  Dominican 
Republic  sponsored  hy  the  Wyoming 
conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  Sawyer  jogged  most  of 
the  10  miles.  Money  raised  from 
pledges  to  walkers  amounted  to  more 
than  $1,000. 

Meanwhile,  during  the  recent 
session  of  the  Southern  New  England 
Annual  Conference  another  “walk” 
took  place.  It  was  the  second  annual 
running  of  the  "Marathon  for 
Missional  Priorities"  over  a  five  mile 
course.  At  last  >unt  the  50  entries  had 
raised  in  ext.  ,  of  $3,800  for  UM 
ethnic  minority  local  churches. 
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highly  positive,  some  annual  conferences 
struggled  with  financial  difficulties  and 
confronted  potential  problems. 

North  Indiana  agreed  to  assure 
repayment  of  a  $9  million  loan  to  Wesley 
Manor  in  Frankfort  and  conferences  in 
the  New  York  West  Area  (Central, 
Western,  and  Northern)  voted  to 
guarantee  a  $1.2  million  bank  loan  for 
Folts  Home  in  Herkimer. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  conferences 
are  in  the  process  of  constructing  new  or 
expanding  existing  retirement  facilities. 
These  include  New  Hampshire,  Kansas 
West  and  East,  Wisconsin,  North  Ala¬ 
bama,  North  Mississippi,  Western  North 
Carolina,  Wyoming  and  Southwest 
Texas. 

Clergy, ethnic  concerns 

Several  annual  conferences  reported 
the  ordination  of  their  first  women  and 
clergy  couples.  A  few  conferences 
reported  the  appointment  of  ethnic 
minority  pastors  to  predominantly  white 
congregations.  Black  pastors  were 
appointed  to  churches  in  Alexandria, 
Va.;  Rockville,  Md.;  Denver;  Mauston, 
Wis.;  Sacramento,  Calif.;  and  Fountain- 
town-Fairview  in  South  Indiana.  A  black 
woman  was  appointed  to  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  white  congregation  in 
Orange,  N.J. 

In  an  unprecedented  move,  the  bishop 
and  cabinet  of  the  Memphis  conference 
appointed  a  black  woman  and  a  white 
man  as  "co-pastors”  of  a  Memphis 
congregation. 

Southern  New  England  voted  to  retain 
its  two-year-old  affirmative  action  plan 
for  a  racially  inclusive  clergy,  even  when 
it  meant  not  accepting  the  son  of  one  of 
its  white  pastors.  The  policy  calls  for 
women  and  racial  minority  persons  to  be 
given  priority  over  white  males  until 
certain  goals  have  been  met. 

Southwest  Texas  paid  special  tribute  to 
10  black  persons  preparing  for  the 
ordained  ministry  and  North  Mississippi 
awarded  certificates  to  71  black  "Parish 
Lay  Associates"  who  have  completed  90 
hours  of  special  training  for  leadership  in 
the  local  church. 

Aggressive  evangelism 

Several  conferences  heard  progress 
reports  on  aggressive  evangelism  and 
church  extension  programs.  The  Texas 
conference,  which  showed  the  largest 
membership  gain  in  1977,  reported  it  had 
organized  four  new  congregations  during 
the  past  year  and  that  two  of  them 
already  had  more  than  400  members. 

Central  Texas  approved  a  goal  of  400 
new  church  schools  and  4,000  new 
members  by  profession  of  faith  during 
the  next  year.  Western  Pennsylvania 
adopted  a  five-point  plan  to  increase 
active  membership  50  percent  by  1990. 
Among  conferences  adopting  major 
financial  campaigns  for  church 
extension  were  Oregon-Idaho,  Pacific 
and  Southwest  and  Holston. 

Justice  takes  spotlight 


various  points.  In  Dayton,  Ohio,  Thomas 
Banyacya,  interpreter  for  the  Hopi  holy 
men,  stressed  the  Indians’  feeling  for  the 
land  as  sacred.  A  "sacred  pipe"  is  a 
primary  focus  for  the  walkers,  and  will 
be  smoked  in  Washington. 

Walk  ‘prays’  for  people 

One  of  the  emphases  has  been  that 
"The  Longest  Walk  prays  for  the 
people,"  according  to  Bill  Wahpepah, 
Oakland,  Calif.,  coordinator  for  the  walk. 
He  pointed  out  that  participants  are 
“reaching  out  for  what  Creator  wants  for 
us  all.” 

Use  of  alcohol  and  drugs  is  forbidden 
on  the  walk,  as  well  as  weapons,  in  order 
to  stress  the  non-violent  intent. 

The  walk  recalls  several  historic 
instances  in  which  American  Indians 
were  forced  to  march  from  their  homes 
to  other  parts  of  the  U.S.  to  make  way  for 
settlers.  One  of  the  best  known  was  the 
"Trail  of  Tears"  for  the  Cherokees,  from 
North  Carolina  to  Oklahoma  in  1838, 
during  which  hundreds  died. 


WHEELING,  W .  Va.  —  Several  hundred  Native  Americans 
reach  here  on  June  12  in  their  "spiritual  walk"  to  Washington. 
D.C.  to  protest  bills  pending  in  Congress  which  they  consider 

UM  Native  Americans  claim : 


"anti-Indian."  United  Methodists  along  the  way  from  San 
Francisco  to  here  have  offered  the  marchers  help.  (See 
articles  on  this  page.)  rkucioi'Mnkwhkkrvk  k piioto 


‘Laws  would  destroy  our  culture’ 


UMC:  'outstanding  resource’ 

During  the  present  walk,  said  Mr. 
Wahpepah,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  been  "one  of  our  outstanding 
resources."  He  expressed  "thanks  to 
people  all  along  the  route"  from  coast  to 
coast.  Annual  conferences  in  most  states 
along  the  route  have  voted  support  and 
provided  aid,  and  local  churches  have 
provided  both  food  and  clothing  and 
forums  for  the  educational  effort. 

Several  United  Methodist  national 
staff  members  have  aided  the  walk, 
including  the  Rev.  John  P.  Adams,  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
Washington.  The  advance  office  here 
was  established  at  the  board’s 
headquarters.  Support  also  came  from 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Along  the  3,000-mile  journey,  the  group 
has  both  gained  and  lost  persons  but  has 
grown  steadily.  It  started  with  180 
persons,  of  whom  some  30  are  covering 
the  entire  distance.  At  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
in  mid-June,  participation  had  increased 
to  more  than  500,  and  predictions  range 
from  10,000  to  30,000  for  the  total  who 
will  enter  Washington.  The  group 
already  represents  more  than  100  Indian 
nations  and  125  organizations,  plus 
several  Buddhist  monks  from  Japan. 

The  plan  calls  for  four  days  of  Native 
spiritual  ceremonies  on  the  Washington 
Monument  grounds  here,  followed  by 
several  days  of  conferences,  workshops, 
theater,  concerts  and  political  activities, 
to  continue  the  "educational  awareness" 
that  is  sought. 

UMs  support  the  walk 

United  Methodist  expressions  of 
support  for  the  walk  and  its  goals  include 
resolutions  from  a  number  of  confer¬ 
ences.  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  adopted  a  resolution 
challenging  abrogation  of  treaties  and 
urging  the  church  to  help  educate  people 
about  problems  the  Indians  face. 

In  Wheeling,  Bishop  D.  Frederick 
Wertz  of  West  Virginia  walked  briefly 
with  The  Longest  Walk  participants  In 
Columbus,  Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder  met 
with  walk  leaders  and  Ohio  state  officials 
to  reconcile  differences.  As  the  walk 
neared  Washington,  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews  aided  with  arrangements  and 
reconciliation  efforts. 

Elsewhere,  including  Missouri, 
Colorado  and  Illinois,  churches  and 
districts  provided  food  and  money 
offerings,  help  with  housing, 
transportation,  communication,  auto 
parts,  medical  aid  and  other  services. 
West  Virginia  Conference  took  up  an 
offering  of  more  than  $2,000. 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  Why  are  Native 
Americans  so  upset  with  what  they  term 
"anti-Indian”  legislation  pending  in 
Congress?  TM/UMR  contacted  three 
prominent  United  Methodists  who  are 
also  Native  Americans  for  their  com¬ 
ments.  The  following  article  gives  their 
views. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Genocide,  starvation,  theft  of  land  and 
the  death  of  a  cultural  group  against  its 
will  are  alleged  by  Native  American 
United  Methodists  to  be  the  implications 
of  some  20  “anti-Indian"  bills  now  before 
Congress. 

They  allege  that  large  energy 
corporations,  hunting  and  sport  fishing 
organizations  as  well  as  conservative 
groups  such  as  the  John  Birch  Society 
are  backing  the  "anti-Indian"  lobbying 
groups  in  Congress  and  the  spate  of 
legislation. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Fassett,  a  Seneca  who  is 
an  executive  with  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  said  that  according  to  some 
estimates  Native  peoples  control  35 
percent  of  the  potential  energy  resources 
—  coal,  gas,  oil  shale  and  uranium  —  in 
the  continental  U.S.  He  said  he  is 
convinced  from  his  extensive  meetings 
between  representatives  of  anti-Indian 
groups  and  Native  peoples  that  energy 
considerations  are  a  major  factor  behind 
current  moves. 

Also  at  work  to  support  the  "anti” 
mood,  said  Josephine  Wildcat  Bigler, 
a  Euchie  from  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  have 
been  "some  victories"  by  the  Indians. 
Some  Native  tribes  have  had  lands  re¬ 
turned  or  compensated,  or  have  won 
some  of  their  treaty  rights  in  court.  For 
example,  Indians  in  the  Northwest  won  a 
ruling  that  entitles  them  to  50  percent  of 
all  "harvestable"  salmon  and  steelhead 
trout  in  Washington. 

"This  antagonizes  the  hunters  ^nd 
fishing  and  sport  groups.  Indians  are 
seen  as  a  threat,"  she  said.  The  proposed 
legislation,  much  of  which  is  coming 
from  the  states  of  Washington  and 
Maine,  would  handle  the  "problem,"  she 
said,  by  abrogating  all  treaties  with  the 
Indians,  terminating  their  hunting  and 
fishing  and  water  rights,  and  forcing 
them  into  the  mainstream  of  society  by 
removing  the  bases  for  their  culture- 
land  and  water. 

"It  would  mean  genocide  for  many 
tribes,  especially  without  water  rights," 
said  Ms.  Bigler,  a  member  of  the 
church's  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  the  Native  American  Study 
Committee.  "Removing  hunting  and 
fishing  rights  would  result  in  starvation 
in  many  areas  since  many  are  dependent 
on  these  rights  for  basic  livelihood.  I 
know  that’s  what  it  would  mean  in  some 
parts  of  Wisconsin.  It  would  mean  the 
death  of  a  cultural  group  against  its  will. 
Indians  are  protesting  this  because  they 
want  to  maintain  their  own  ways." 

One  positive  side  effect  the  "anti- 
Indian"  movement  is  having,  Ms.  Bigler 


Conferences  handle  social  issues 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Justice  for 
Native  Americans,  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  ordination  of  homosexuals, 
and  the  economic  welfare  of  America’s 
farm  population  were  but  a  few  of  the 
issues  dealt  with  during  the  recently 
completed  series  of  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences.  (See  related 
article.) 

While  certain  general  issues  such  as 
gambling  and  the  use  of  alcoholic 
beverages  were  concerns  of  many  of  the 
73  annual  conferences,  regional  concerns 
were  also  evident. 

•  Louisiana  objected  to  the  storage  of 
nuclear  waste  in  the  state’s  salt  domes. 

•  Central  and  Northern  New  York 
opposed  the  projected  conversion  of  a 
1980  Olympics  facility  into  a  prison. 

•  Rio  Grande  condemned  the 
inhumane  treatment  of  undocumented 
Mexican  aliens. 

•  Holston  called  for  rigid  strip  mining 
regulations. 

•  California-Nevada  responded  to  the 
recent  approval  of  Proposition  13  in 
California  by  urging  persons  to  give  tax 
money  saved  to  agencies  serving  human 
needs. 

•  North  Carolina  received  —  but  did 
not  endorse  —  a  position  paper  calling  on 
people  to  stop  smoking  and  urging  the 
state  to  shun  tobacco  farming  and 
convert  the  acreage  to  more  beneficial 
crops. 

•  Oklahoma,  Nebraska,  Kansas  East, 
Florida,  West  Michigan  and  South 
Carolina  were  among  conferences 
expressing  concern  over  the  plight  of 
America’s  farmers. 

At  least  nine  conferences  took  stands 
against  gambling  and  the  use,  sale  and 
advertising  of  alcoholic  beverages. 


Several  expressed  specific  opposition  to 
lowering  the  legal  drinking  age.  Meeting 
in  Reno,  Nev.,  the  California-Nevada 
conference  members  approved  an  anti¬ 
gambling  resolution  which  urged  defeat 
of  any  gambling  initiative  on  the  ballot  in 
California. 

Apparently  prompted  by  aggressive 
"right  to  life”  campaigns,  several 
conferences  reaffirmed  the  United 
Methodist  position  which  supports  the 
legal  option  of  abortion  and  encourages 
women  "in  counsel  with  husbands, 
doctors,  and  pastors  to  make  their  own 
responsible  decisions  concerning  the 
personal  and  moral  questions 
surrounding  the  issue  "  No  conference 
condemned  abortion. 

ERA  reaffirmed 

Pacific  and  Southwest,  Pacific 
Northwest,  West  Michigan.  Southern 
New  Jersey,  Oregon-Idaho  and 
California-Nevada  reaffirmed  their 
support  for  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  while  Virginia  and  Southern 
Illinois  rescinded  their  earlier 
endorsement.  Central  Illinois 
maintained  its  support  but  asked 
Congress  not  to  extend  the  time  for 
ratification  beyond  March,  1979. 

The  call  by  United  Methodist  Women  to 
boycott  products  of  the  J.P.  Stevens 
Company  because  of  its  labor  practices 
prompted  mixed  reactions.  Supporters  of 
the  boycott  included  Iowa,  Northern 
Illinois,  Detroit,  Central  Illinois  and  New 
York.  Several  conferences  did  not 
specifically  mention  the  J  P  Stevens 
issue  but  called  for  educational  efforts  in 
local  churches  and  better  communica¬ 
tions  between  labor  and  management. 
These  included  Louisville,  South 


noted,  is  stronger  cultural  ties  between 
Indians  —  urban  and  reservation  —  than 
ever  before  in  her  lifetime.  "Everyone 
realizes  this  legislation  would  affect  all 
Indians  wherever  they  live,  and  this 
crisis  is  having  a  unifying  effect. " 

She  expects  the  "Longest  Walk"  will 
have  a  positive  effect  on  the  American 
public  in  alerting  it  to  Indian  concerns 
"I  believe  there  is  justice  and  I  have  faith 
in  the  goodness  of  people  I  think  a  lot  of 
people  in  the  dominant  society  are 
interested  and  sympathetic  And  the 
administration,  which  has  been  speaking 
up  for  human  rights  all  over  the  world 
can  certainly  do  no  less  for  the  people  of 
this  nation.  The  eyes  of  the  world  are 
watching." 

A  Cherokee  United  Methodist  who 
heads  the  Oklahoma  Indian  conference 
program  council  also  pointed  out  the 
international  implications.  The  Rev 
David  Adair  said  UMs  in  the  Indian 
Conference  don’t  believe  the  backlash 


legislation  has  a  chance  of  passage  for 
two  reasons:  One,  it  would  be  totally 
unacceptable  internationally  for 
Congress  arbitrarily  to  break  over  300 
treaties,  and  two.  the  legislation  will  not 
stand  up  in  court.  "It  is  unconstitu¬ 
tional." 

"But  we  still  always  seem  to  have 
more  rights  on  paper  than  turn  out  in 
fact,"  he  said. 

The  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Annual  Conference  recently  adopted  a 
resolution  challenging  the  existence  of 
policies  in  the  U.  S.  that  legalize  “the 
theft  of  our  lands,  the  destruction  of  our 
communities,  and  ultimately  the 
collapse  of  our  existence  as  a  people." 

Mr.  Adair  said  the  primary  difference 
between  present  policy  and  the  proposed 
legislation  is  that  under  law  each  treaty 
and  tribe  must  be  dealt  with  on  a  case  by 
case  basis.  The  legislation  proposes 
blanket  abrogation  of  treaties  and 
termination  of  civil  rights,  he  said. 


Pending  legislation 
labelled  ‘anti-Indian’ 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following  is 
a  brief  description  of  11  of  some  20 
House  and  Senate  bills  now  before 
Congress  which  Native  Americans 
consider  "anti-Indian"  legislation. 
HR  is  "House  Resolution";  SB, 
"Senate  Bill";  the  first  name  in 
parenthesis  is  the  Congressional 
member  who  authored  the  bill, 
followed  by  his/her  state. 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

HR  9054  -  Native  American  Equal 
Opportunity  Act  of  1977  (Cunningham, 
Wash.)  This  bill  directs  the  President 
to  abrogate  all  treaties  with  Indian 
tribes,  terminate  all  reservations,  end 
federal  supervision  over  the  property 
and  members  of  Indian  tribes,  end  all 
hunting  and  fishing  rights  and 
dismantle  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs. 

HR  9950  -  The  Omnibus  Indian 
Jurisdiction  Act  of  1977  (Meeds, 
Wash.)  This  act  removes  tribal 
jurisdiction  over  non-Indians  and 
limits  the  power  of  tribal  jurisdiction 
over  members  of  the  tribe.  It 
allocates  powers  to  the  states  over 
Indian  tribes  not  presently  held 
because  tribes  have  been  under 
federal  jurisdiction  primarily. 

HR  9951  -  Quantification  of  Federal 
Reserved  Water  Rights  for  Indian 
Reservations  (Meeds,  Wash.)  The  act 
extinguishes  all  aboriginal  rights  to 
the  use  of  water.  While  reservations 
would  not  be  denied  water,  the 
amount  they  receive  would  be  set  by 
the  state. 

HR  9736  -  Steelhead  Trout 

Protection  Act  (Cunningham,  Wash.) 
Federal  judges  have  allowed  the 
commercial  fishing  of  steelhead  trout 
by  Indians  based  on  treaties.  Several 
Indian  nations  depend  on  commercial 
fishing  as  a  means  of  support.  This  act 
would  stop  Indians  from  catching  and 
selling  steelhead  trout  commercially, 


thus  reserving  the  fish  for  sport 
fishing. 

HR  9175  -  Washington  State  Fishing 
&  Hunting  Equal  Rights  Act 
(Cunningham,  Wash.)  The  act  would 
make  the  state  fishing  and  hunting 
laws  and  regulations  applicable  to 
Indians  and  Indian  tribes  when 
fishing  and  hunting  off  reservations. 

HR  4169  -  State  of  Maine  Aboriginal 
Claims  Act  of  1977  (Cohen  &  Emergy; 
and  SB  842  Hathaway  &  Muskie, 
Maine)  This  act  would  substitute  a 
monetary  payment  instead  of  land  to 
settle  the  claims  of  the  Penobscott 
and  Passamaquoddy  Indian  tribes  to 
more  than  40  percent  of  the  state.  The 
Indians  are  claiming  undeveloped 
land  in  Maine. 

HR  9906  -  State  of  New  York 
Aboriginal  Claims  Act  of  1977  (Walsh, 
N.Y.)  The  act  would  extinguish  all 
titles  to  land  and  water  in  New  York 
claimed  by  the  Oneida,  Cayuga,  Saint 
Regis  Mohawk,  Onondaga  and  the 
Seneca  Indian  tribes.  Land  would  not 
be  returned;  a  monetary  payment 
would  be  substituted. 

HR  10246  -  State  of  New  York  Indian 
Claims  Act  of  1977  (Walsh,  N.Y.) 
Same  as  HR  9906  except  for  title. 

HJR  l  -  A  joint  resolution  by 
Washington  representatives  opposes 
off-reservation  fishing  for  Indian 
tribes  in  the  states  of  Oregon  and 
Washington. 

HJR  206  -  This  joint  resolution 
would  keep  Indians  from  fishing  and 
hunting  off  the  reservations  except  at 
set  times.  ( Dingell,  Mich. ) 

SB  1437  -  Criminal  Code  Reform  Act 
of  1977  (Kennedy,  Mass.)  While  this  is 
a  much  broader  bill,  it  would  also 
abolish  the  distinction  between 
federal  enclaves  and  Indian 
reservations.  It  would  abolish  all 
previous  treaties  between  Indian 
nations  and  the  federal  government. 


Carolina.  Southern  New  England,  North 
Carolina  and  Western  North  Carolina. 
Indians  get  attention 

The  plight  of  Native  Americans 
received  an  unusual  amount  of  attention. 
Several  conferences  including  Holston, 
Southern  Indiana,  New  Mexico,  West 
Michigan,  Western  New  York,  Rio 
Grande  and  Pacific  and  Southwest,  took 
action  supporting  justice  for  Native 
Americans. 

Maine  encouraged  an  out-of-court 
settlement  of  the  "Maine  Indian  Land 
Claims"  case  which  would  be  fair  to  both 
Indians  and  non-Indians.  Alaska  called 
on  its  local  churches  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  the  issues  involved  in 
the  controversial  "Alaska  Native  Land 
Claims  Settlement  Act  ." 

Homosexuality  was  a  hotly  debated 
issue  in  many  conferences,  particularly 
in  New  York  where  for  the  first  time  an 
avowed  homosexual  was  reappointed 
pastor  of  a  local  church.  In  closed 
sessions,  the  ministers  voted  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  against  a  recommendation  from 
the  bishop  and  district  superintendents 
that  the  Rev.  Paul  Abels,  pastor  of 
Washington  Square  Church  in  New  York, 
be  given  a  leave  of  absence  and  that  the 
legality  of  his  appointability  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  denomination’s  Judicial 
Council.  There  were  no  charges  against 
Mr  Abels  and  his  congregation  asked  for 
his  reappointment. 

Northern  New  Jersey  criticized 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary,  Evanston,  III.  for  refusing  to 
readmit  two  avowed  homosexuals  and 
said  that  ordainability  is  a  decision  of  the 
conference,  not  the  seminary.  The 
Garrett  issue  surfaced  at  a  few  other 
conferences  but  no  action  was  taken. 
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Sunday  is  important.  United  Methodist  Chaplain  Norman  O.  Williams  says  his  busy 
days  are  Monday  through  Friday  when  he  helps  people  deal  with  their  problems. 
(See  story  below.)  photos  by  gary  miller 


Chaplain  ministers 
to  fenced-in  people 


By  GLENNA  HOUSTON 

GUANTANAMO  BAY.  Cuba  -AU.S. 
Navy  chaplain  here  says  his  work  load  is 
10  times  what  it  was  in  the  civilian 
ministry. 

“In  the  civilian  ministry,  people  go  to 
the  preacher  as  a  last  resort,”  United 
Methodist  Chaplain  Norman  0.  Williams 
says.  “In  the  military  .  .  .  ‘You  have  a 
problem?  Go  see  the  chaplain.’  We  get 
people  with  the  first  hint  of  a  problem. 
Some  we  can  help  and  some  all  we  can  do 
is  listen. 

“I  think  that’s  good  because  it 
establishes  a  contact  with  people.  I  may 
never  see  some  of  them  on  Sunday  but  I 
get  to  know  them.” 

The  UM  chaplain,  a  member  of  the 
Ohio  West  conference,  says  there  are 
some  special  problems  in  an  isolated 
community  like  Guantanamo  Bay.  The 
base  consists  of  45  square  miles  of 
property  enclosed  by  water,  17  miles  of 
fence  and  an  active  mine  field  which  cuts 
it  off  from  the  rest  of  the  island. 

The  United  States  leased  the 
Guantanamo  Bay  site  from  Cuba  in  1903. 
In  1934,  the  treaty  was  renegotiated 
giving  the  U.S.  a  perpetual  lease  which 
can  only  be  voided  by  abandoning  the 
area,  or  by  mutual  agreement  between 
the  U.S.  and  Cuban  governments. 

“The  isolation  here  seems  to  magnify 
personal  or  family  problems,”  he 
explains.  “I  think  the  feeling  they’re 
fenced-in  plays  on  some  people.  It’s 
difficult  to  help  with  some  problems 
because  we  can’t  reach  into  the  outside 
community  for  assistance.” 

Chaplain  Williams  says  he  had  several 
reasons  for  coming  into  the  Navy.  “I  was 
a  civilian  pastor  for  14  years.  I  was  doing 


well  and  enjoying  my  work  but  there  was 
always  a  feeling  I  was  camping.  I  was 
uneasy.  I  wasn’t  where  I  should  be.  Once 
in  the  Navy,  I  had  that  feeling  no  more. 

“Economics  was  another  factor. 
There’s  no  way  around  it;  the  pay  is 
better  in  the  Navy  and  I  have  to  think 
about  my  family’s  security.  I  thought  I 
saw  some  people  in  my  conference 
getting  to  a  certain  place  and  sitting  back 
to  just  put  in  their  time.  The  Navy  just 
seemed  to  present  more  of  a  challenge. 

“I  see  my  job  as  very  important  to  the 
Navy,”  Lieutenant  Commander 
Williams  says.  “I  help  keep  people 
functioning  on  their  jobs  by  giving  them 
an  outlet  for  their  frustrations  and 
aggressions.” 

The  chaplain,  whose  duties  have  taken 
him  from  California,  to  Guam  and  Diego 
Garcia,  a  tiny  island  just  below  the 
equator  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  says  his  job 
is  more  than  preaching  on  Sunday.  His 
busy  days  are  Monday  through  Friday. 
“My  big  task  is  dealing  with  people  and 
their  problems." 

The  chaplain’s  duties  also  include 
hospital  and  correctional  center 
ministry,  dealing  with  accidents  and 
death  on  base  and  administration. 

“It  seems  corny  when  I  have  to  say  it, 
but  I  didn’t  become  a  Christian  until  I 
was  in  high  school  and  at  the  same  time, 
I  felt  very  definitely  God  calling  me  to 
preach,"  the  chaplain  says.  “I’ve  tried 
other  things,  but  I’ve  always  had  the 
feeling  I  was  not  doing  what  I  was 
supposed  to  do  unless  it’s  the  ministry.” 

Ms.  Houston,  whose  article  is  edited 
from  the  original,  is  a  journalist  with 
Navy  Public  Affairs  in  Norfolk,  Va. 


Chaplain  Wil¬ 
liams  helps  Petty 
Officer  Third  Class 
Mike  Dyer  with 
some  paperwork 
during  the 

chaplain’s  busy 
week  at  the  Naval 
Station  here  at 
Guantanamo  Bay. 


Beautiful  design  and  tailoring  Wide  choice 
of  colors  and  fabrics,  including  permanent 
press  Satisfaction  guaranteed  Write  for 
catalog  and  fabric  samples 


LYRIC  CHOIR  GOWN  CO. 

P  O  Bo*  16954— TM 

JACKSONVILLE.  FLORIDA  32216 


Famed  missionary’s 
widow  dies  at  100 

GAITHERSBURG,  Md.  —  Mabel 
Lossing  Jones,  a  missionary  for  many 
years  and  the  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  E. 
Stanley  Jones,  world-famed  United 
Methodist  missionary  and  evangelist, 
died  June  23  here.  She  was  100  years  old. 

She  was  commissioned  a  missionary  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1904 
and  went  to  India  to  teach.  There  she  met 
and  married  E.  Stanely  Jones,  a  young 
missionary  from  Clarksville,  Md.  For 
years  she  helped  keep  thousands  of 
Indian  boys  in  school  with  scholarship 
funds  she  cultivated  through  friends  in 
the  U.S. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Hearing  Loss  Is  Not 
A  Sign  Of  Old  Age 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of 
special  interest  to  those  who  hear 
but  do  not  understand  words  has 
been  announced  by  Beltone.  A 
non-operating  model  of  the  small¬ 
est  Beltone  aid  of  its  kind  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
answering  this  advertisement. 

Send  for  this  free  model  now, 
and  wear  it  in  the  privacy  of  your 
own  home.  While  some  people 
cannot  be  helped  by  a  hearing 
aid,  many  can,  and  this  model 
will  show  you  how  tiny  hearing 
help  can  be.  It  is  not  a  real  hear¬ 
ing  aid,  and  it’s  yours  to  keep, 
free.  The  actual  aid  weighs  less 
than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and  it’s 
all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  we  repeat,  there  is  no 
cost,  and  certainly  no  obligation. 
Thousands  have  already  been 
mailed,  so  write  today  to  Dept. 
4844  Beltone  Electronics  Corp., 
4201  W.  Victoria,  Chicago,  Il¬ 
linois  60646. 


Surviving  are  a  daughter  Eunice,  wife 
of  United  Methodist  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews;  three  grandchildren  and  two 
great  grandchildren. 

Classified _ 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion.  512.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  <1  per  insertion _ 

SEVEN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions 
January  12-20.  1979  Write  WOMITO,  P.O.  Box 
660515,  Miami  Springs.  Fla.  33166. 


SERMONS  FOR  CHILDREN'  A  new  journal  of 
weekly  sermons/ideas  for  children.  Articles  -  Book 
Reviews.  Free  sample  Write:  C.C.L.  Box  11025. 
Knoxville,  Teno  37919. 


WANTED:  Retired  churchmen  desiring  activity  in 
church  data  processing  or  directing  Christian 
stewardship  campaigns  We  train  Assigned  districts 
these  areas  Houston,  San  Antonio,  Oklahoma  City, 
Tulsa.  Little  Rock.  Kansas  City.  St  Louis,  Memphis. 
Other  larger  centers  Contract  arrangement 
Resume  —  L.  D.  Williams  &  Associates,  Church 
Management  Systems.  913  McKinney.  Arlington, 
Tex.  76012. 


WANTED:  Full-time  combination  of  music  and 

Christian  Education  Write  for  resume  and  more 
information,  502  Belt  Rd..  *22;  Texarkana.  Tex. 
75501. 


NEW  POSITION,  BOSTON  AREA:  Administrative 
Assistant  to  the  Bishop  Persons  qualified  m 
administration,  coordmaUon,  and  communication 
'  lay  or  clergy,  male  or  iemalei  Send  brief  resume 
by  July  31,  1978,  to  Mary  Lou  Evans.  C'hrp  Search 
Comm  ,  Lincoln  Rd..  Lincoln,  Mass  01773  All 
applications  confidential  { 


POSITION  FOR  ORGANIST:  Opening  for  organist 
associate  music  director  at  3,000-member  church 
with  250  persons  involved  in  15  musical  groups 
Expanding  program  with  fringe  benefits  Contact 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  411  Turner  St.. 
Clearwater.  Fla.  33516 
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Court  ruling  brings  mixed  reaction 

UM  leaders  find  relief  grief  i ho-hum  ’’in  Bakke  case  decision 


From  Staff  and  News  Service  Reports 

Reaction  of  United  Methodist  leaders 
ranged  from  relief  to  grief  to  “ho-hum” 
last  week  following  a  long-awaited  ruling 
by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  the  Bakke 
case  —  the  so-called  "reverse  discrimi¬ 
nation"  suit  of  the  California  man  who 
charged  he  was  not  admitted  to  medical 
school  because  he  is  white. 

The  high  court  June  28  ruled  that  Allan 
Bakke  had  been  illegally  “discriminated 
against  because  he  is  white”  and  ordered 
the  University  of  California  at  Davis  to 
admit  him  to  its  medical  school.  At  the 
same  time,  however,  it  affirmed  the 
concept  of  “affirmative  action”  and  said 
race  is  a  legitimate  factor  which  can  be 
taken  into  account  in  an  effort  to  correct 
“historic  injustices”  which  have  kept 
minority  persons  from  education. 

Four  national  church  agencies  of  the 
UMC  had  gone  on  record  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Bakke’s  contentions  prior  to  the 
decision  and  had  called  for  the  high  court 
to  rule  against  him. 

“It  appears  to  be  a  mixed  bag,  and 
while  I  am  not  entirely  happy  with  the 
decision  I  am  relieved  that  it  was  not  as 
bad  as  I  thought  it  might  be,”  the  Rev. 
Woodie  W.  White,  Washington,  D.C.,  top 
executive  of  the  denomination’s 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  told 
TM/UMR  following  the  decision.  He  said 
he  is  pleased  that  the  court  affirmed  the 
concept  of  “affirmative  action”  —  a 
concept  in  which  schools,  business  and 


other  institutions  actively  seek  to  rectify 
racial  imbalances  and  to  recruit  ethnic 
minority  persons  rather  than  simply  to 
respond  to  applications. 

He  said  he  does  not  feel  the  action  will 
have  any  significant  effect  on 
employment  practices  and  policies  of 
general  church  agencies,  however. 

“Contrary  to  popular  misconceptions, 
we  have  never  had  strict  racial  quotas  in 
the  church.  Our  only  quotas  have  been 
for  women  and  ministers.  We  have 
depended  upon  goals  and  urgings  for 
more  racial  equity.  I  don’t  forsee  any 
major  changes  because  of  this  in  the  way 
the  church  works,”  Mr.  White  said. 

Other  church  leaders  —  both  within  the 
general  church  and  within  church- 
related  higher  education  —  responded  in 
a  diverse  fashion.  Their  comments 
included  the  following: 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  Nashville,  top 
executive  of  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Higher 
Educational  Ministry— “It  could  have 
been  worse.  While  the  court  ruled 
narrowly  on  procedural  questions 
regarding  Bakke’s  admission,  justices 
are  strongly  positive  in  their  support  for 
affirmative  action  legislation.  The 
complex  decision  will  have  implications 
for  both  admissions  policies  and  equal 
opportunity  employment  at  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universities.  The 
court  seems  to  be  inviting  more  energy 
and  activity  in  the  area  so  a  body  of 


affirmative  action  law  can  be  developed. 
I  hope  our  United  Methodist  schools  can 
be  in  the  vanguard  of  this  thinking  and 
experimenting  to  affirm  the  initiative  for 
compensatory  opportunity." 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas.  Ohio  East 
Area  —  “The  decision  admitting  Mr. 
Bakke  on  the  basis  of  reverse  dis¬ 
crimination  completely  overlooks  the 
rigid  and  long-standing  barriers  against 
the  admission  of  black  applicants  to 
medical  schools  for  at  least  175  to  200 
years  of  this  nation’s  history." 

The  Rev.  Jonah  Chang,  San  Francisco, 
executive  director  of  the  Federation  of 
Asian-American  United  Methodists  — 
“This  is  a  great  setback.  The  Civil  War  is 
still  going  on  with  the  dividing  line  not 
North  and  South,  but  race.  ” 

Dr.  John  Silber,  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  Boston  University  — 
"It’s  a  kind  of  ‘ho-hum’  decision.  There 
are  no  surprises  in  it.  When  an  institution 
handles  policy  as  rigidly  as  the 
University  of  California  at  Davis  they 
invite  law  suits.  We  have  no  rigid  quotas 
at  Boston.  It  seems  strange  that  someone 
would  think  arbitrary,  rigid  quotas  do  not 
violate  civil  rights  laws.  The  percentage 
of  minority  persons  in  medical  school 
here  (at  Boston  University)  are  as  high 
as  anywhere  in  the  nation  and  we  have  no 
rigid  policies.  We  do  not  admit  any 
unqualified  blacks,  but  we  recruit  and 
encourage  qualified,  intelligent  blacks.  I 
don’t  understand  why  some  schools 


make  such  problems  out  of  it." 

Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz.  West 
Virginia  Area,  president  of  the  UMC's 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  in  a  joint 
statement  with  Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones, 
New  York,  top  executive  of  the  board  — 
The  decision  "could  be  used  by  some  to 
slow  the  pace  toward  the  American 
dream  of  racial  justice.  Whether  the 
decisions  of  the  court  will  quicken  or  slow 
the  pace  for  racial  justice  .  .  .  will  depend 
to  no  small  degree  on  how  church  people 
respond.” 

Peggy  Billings.  New  York,  staff 
executive  for  Christian  social  concerns  of 
the  mission  board’s  Women’s  Division  — 
“The  decision  is  a  blow  to  those  who 
know  that  equal  opportunity  is  just  not  a 
reality  in  the  United  States.” 

Dr.  Joseph  P.  Lowery,  Atlanta,  United 
Methodist  minister  who  heads  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  —  “The  decision  is  not  as  bad 
as  it  could  be,  but  not  as  good  as  it  could 
be.  I  think  the  significance  of  the  ruling 
...  is  the  Supreme  Court  didn’t  outlaw 
race  as  a  factor  in  determining 
admission  policy.  The  court  said  schools 
may  continue  to  be  aggressive  in  the 
recruitment  and  admission  of 
minorities.”  \ 

Dr.  Maceo  Pembroke,  Chicago,  head  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  — 
“The  church  cannot  afford  the  luxury  of 
keeping  silent  on  this.  We  must  gear  up 
for  action  as  we  did  in  the  late  50s  and 
early  60s." 


Pacific  Homes  residents  say 


‘This  is  still  a  good  place  to  live’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SAN  DIEGO  —  Contrary  to  what 
appears  to  have  become  a  widespread 
misconception,  the  majority  of  the 
residents  interviewed  at  the  bankrupt 
Pacific  Homes  told  TM/UMR  in  late 
June  that  “we’re  not  sitting  around 
chewing  our  nails  with  worry.” 

"We  need  to  correct  the  feeling  around 
the  United  States  that  we  are  in  dire 
straits,”  said  Gladys  Trask,  a  former 
librarian  from  Illinois  who  heads  the 
Casa  Manana  retirement  home 
residents’  club  in  nearby  La  Jolla.  “We 
are  in  debt  and  we’re  working  on  it,  but 
we’re  not  suffering.  ” 

Pacific  Homes  is  a  corporation  of 
seven  retirement  living  and  convalescent 
centers  in  California,  Arizona  and 
Hawaii.  For  65  years  it  was  related  to  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  until  it  went  into  bankruptcy  in 
mid-February  of  1977. 

Apparently  a  source  of  much 
misunderstanding  was  the  national 
television  broadcast  of  “60  Minutes”  in 
late  April  of  this  year  which  told  of 
problems  the  bankrupt  homes  and 
residents  are  facing.  Many  residents 
reported  having  received  letters  from  all 
over  the  country  after  the  TV  program 
inquiring  if  they  still  had  a  roof  over  their 
heads. 

Negative  publicity 

“Many  people  seem  to  have  concluded 
the  homes  may  have  closed,”  said 
Richard  E.  Matthews,  the  court- 
appointed  trustee  of  the  homes,  now  in 
Chapter  10  federal  bankruptcy 
procedures.  “Negative  publicity 
surrounding  the  homes  for  the  last  two 
years,  the  filing  of  numerous  law  suits 
and  the  television  broadcast,”  he  said, 
"have  brought  stacks  of  mail  to  my 
office.”  He  said  much  of  it  is  from  United 
Methodists  inquiring  about  friends, 
whether  the  homes  are  still  open,  what 
has  become  of  certain  residents  and  how 
all  are  getting  on. 

TM/UMR  found  in  interviews  with 
residents  in  three  homes  in  the  San  Diego 
area  and  through  contacts  with 
Claremont  Manor  (Claremont,  Calif.) 
that  life  has  returned  reasonably  close  to 
normal  for  most  of  the  approximately 
1,712  residents  under  contract. 

‘Worst  is  over’ 

“The  worst  is  over,”  many  said.  Fears 
have  been  quieted  that  persons  might 
have  to  leave  for  lack  of  money.  Mr. 
Matthews  said,  “We  have  help  to  offer.” 
Since  December  residents  with  prepaid 
contracts  or  with  fixed-rate  contracts 
have  been  either  paying  again  or  paying 
much  higher  rates  than  originally  agreed 
upon. 

One  source  of  help  is  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference’s  Emergency 
Relief  Fund  which  has  provided  $26,000 
since  last  December.  Another  source  is 
the  funds  set  up  by  other  residents.  At 
Claremont  Manor,  for  example, 
residents  have  contributed  $14,000  to  help 
persons  who  can’t  pay  the  new  rates  for 
room  and  board.  When  persons  have 
used  their  resources  down  to  $1,500  they 
can  qualify  for  support  from  the 
government.  Estimates  are  that  20 
percent  or  about  350  of  those  who  prepaid 
or  were  on  fixed  rate  contracts  have 
exhausted  all  their  resources  and  need 
some  assistance. 

"There  are  funds  to  care  for  people  as 
long  as  we  can  forsee,”  Mr.  Matthews 
said.  He  also  noted  that  he  has  a  gift  fund 
to  supplement  payments  and  that  some 
individuals  from  United  Methodist 
churches  have  sent  money  —  a  check  for 
$1,000  came  from  a  woman  in  Kansas.  To 
his  knowledge  no  one  has  had  to  leave  for 
financial  reasons.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
said,  some  probably  have  left  to  avoid 
using  up  what  resources  they  had 
remaining. 

Resident  Trask  told  TM/UMR  that 
day-to-day  life  is  “the  same  and  the 
meals  are  just  as  good.  Frankly,  the  only 
complaint  we  have  is  that  people  like 


myself  who  prepaid  or  held  fixed-rate 
contracts  are  now  having  to  pay  again  or 
pay  much  higher  rates.  ” 

But  she  and  other  residents  said  rates 
are  still  much  lower  than  if  they  had  to 
live  outside  and  buy  room,  board  and 
medical  services.  “We’re  pretty  darned 
lucky  and  not  basically  unhappy,”  Ms. 
Trask  concluded. 

New  residents  arrive 
Boosting  morale  in  the  homes  now  is 
the  arrival  of  new  residents  with  more 
already  signed  on  the  dotted  line. 

New  residents  Roger  and  Mary  Louise 
Kirkpatrick  moved  from  Denver  to 
Wesley  Palms  in  nearby  Pacific  Beach 
well  aware  of  the  bankruptcy 
proceedings.  They  told  TM/UMR  they 
were  sold  on  the  people  and  the 
exceptionally  beautiful  40-acre  hillside 
location  overlooking  Mission  Bay. 

For  Mary  Louise  it  was  important  to  be 
in  a  Christian  retirement  community.  “I 
am  a  Christian  and  I  wanted  to  be  with 
others.”  For  Roger,  a  geologist  and 
teacher,  it  was  like  discovering  a  family 
—  which  he  says  has  a  big  edge  over 
living  in  isolation  in  an  apartment 
complex. 

Helen  Gordinier,  who  recently  came 
back  to  live  at  Fredericka  Manor  in 
nearby  Chula  Vista,  said  she  has  been  in 
other  homes  but  none  of  them  have  the 
organization  and  close  knit  community 
that  Fredericka  offers.  “The  others 
were  more  like  hotels  where  people  just 
came  to  stay  awhile,”  she  said. 

Pride  in  their  activities  programs  is 
pronounced  at  the  homes  where 
residents  run  much  of  the  show  and  say 
these  organizations  were  an  important 
factor  helping  them  through  the  nerve 
wracking  months  just  past. 

In  addition  to  in-house  programming, 
many  residents  are  active  outside  in  the 
community  as  volunteers  with  the  Red 
Cross,  Planned  Parenthood,  Meals-on- 
Wheels,  the  YWCA,  hospital  auxiliary, 
elementary  school  libraries,  foster 
grandparents  and  in  local  churches. 

"Unless  you  had  to  move  out  for  a 
really  good  reason,  anyone  would  be  a 
fool  to  leave,”  one  resident  summed  up. 

Some  feel  stuck 

But  some  people  say  they  would  leave 
if  they  could  but  feel  stuck  with  the 
homes  still  owing  them  considerable 
amounts  of  money.  A  woman  who  said 
she  was  a  third-generation  United 
Methodist  found  the  home  “the  nearest  to 
heaven  I  could  get”  until  all  the  financial 
problems  went  out  of  control. 

Identified  on  all  sides  as  the  single 
most  significant  step  in  restoring  a  sense 
of  community  among  the  residents  was 
the  March  (1978)  decision  by  a  group  of 
seven  residents,  elected  by  a  majority  of 
residents  in  each  home  to  represent  their 
interests,  to  intervene  on  behalf  of  all 
residents  in  the  $266  million  class  action 
suit. 

The  $266  million  lawsuit  was  brought 
last  fall  by  161  “dissident”  residents 
against  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
several  church  councils,  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference,  the  auditors  and 
the  State  of  California.  The  suit  blocked 
approval  of  the  reorganization  plan 
proposed  by  the  Pacific  Homes 
Corporation  and  backed  by  the  church’s 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference. 

Intervention  is  a  legal  procedure  in 
which  another  party  steps  in  for  the 
purpose  of  modifying  a  lawsuit.  A  new 
consolidated  class  action  complaint  has 
resulted  from  the  intervention.  In  the 
new  suit,  the  $266  million  figure  will  be 
dropped  and  no  dollar  figure  will  be 
named.  In  other  words,  there  now  is  one 
identifiable  resident  viewpoint  to 
negotiate  the  resident’s  complaints, 
rather  than  numerous  viewpoints. 

"We  only  want  to  get  out  what  is 
necessary  to  enable  the  homes  to 
function.  The  consolidated  complaint 
gives  us  much  more  flexibility  in 
negotiations,”  said  Jerry  Voorhis,  a 
resident  committee  member  at 
Claremont  Manor. 

Expected  to  be  prepared  by  mid¬ 
summer,  the  new  suit  will  have  to  be  filed 


and  certified  by  the  court  —  an  action 
that  will  take  months  because  of  several 
pending  appeals.  When  it  is  certified, 
residents  can  opt  out  of  it.  “They  do  not 
have  to  sue  the  church,”  said  Dorothy 
Fensholt,  one  of  the  intervenors  who  also 
heads  the  residents’  club  at  Wesley 
Palms.  (Approximately  40  percent  of  the 
residents  are  United  Methodists, 
according  to  administrators’  estimates. ) 

Unanimously,  residents  seem  to  be  of 
the  mind  that  the  church  which 
sponsored  the  homes  should  take  some 
responsibility  for  what  has  happened  to 
the  residents  who  entered  and  signed 
contracts  in  good  faith.  However,  there 
are  all  grades  of  opinion  about  what  that 
might  entail. 

For  example,  resident  Trask  said,  “As 
a  United  Methodist  I  feel  strongly  that 
the  church  can’t  help  us  financially,  but  I 
hope  there  will  be  a  time  when  the  church 
would  say,  “We’re  sorry.” 

Then  there  is  resident  Fensholt  who 
said  she  wishes  the  church’s  emergency 
fund  could  be  extended  to  provide  partial 
help  so  people  wouldn’t  have  to  use  up 
limited  savings.  (The  church  fund  helps 
when  a  person’s  assets  are  reduced  to 
$3,000). 

Wake  up  screaming 

And  Bernice  Jeffs  burst  into  tears 
when  talking  to  TM/UMR.  With  her  arm 
in  a  sling,  Ms.  Jeffs  said,  “I  just  wake  up 
screaming.  I  have  no  money.  I  have 
medical  bills  already  and  I  need  eye 
surgery.” 

She  said,  “I’m  not  dissident  but  I  really 
hurt.  The  mental  pressure  is  just  more 
than  I  can  take.”  Formerly  a  church 
financial  secretary  and  life-long  United 
Methodist,  she  said,  “I’ve  never  known 
want  before.” 

She  likes  Fredericka  Manor  where  she 
has  lived  four  and  one-half  years  and  has 
some  $80,000  due  her  in  credit.  “I’m 
bitter  against  the  administration 
because  they  knew  what  the  situation 
was.” 

“It  wasn’t  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  was  just  a  few  people,”  said 
Dr.  Marianne  Goettsch,  a  retired- 
nutritional  chemist  and  a  leader  of  the 
dissidents.  “It  was  the  ‘cover-up’  in  the 
records,  in  what  we  were  told  and  not 
told.  It  was  just  a  mess.” 

Then  there  are  those  who  hope  to  get 
what  credit  they  have  left  with  the 
homes.  Others  say  they  are  not  looking 
for  a  monetary  return  but  “fulfillment  of 
the  original  agreement”  —  a  place  to 
live,  food  to  eat  and  medical  care. 

The  bottom  line  for  almost  every 
resident,  however,  is,  “We  want  to  stay, 
and  we  want  the  homes  to  stay  open.  ’  ’ 


Dr.  John  King,  Austin,  Tex.,  president 
of  Huston-Tillotson  College,  a  United 
Methodist  institution  historically 
operated  for  black  students  —  “The 
Supreme  Court  decision  is  unclear  on  the 
basis  of  news  reports.  When  they  say 
race  may  be  taken  into  consideration, 
they  do  not  say  in  what  way.  When  they 
say  they  affirm  affirmative  action  and 
then  rule  as  they  did  in  the  Bakke 
decision,  they  are  unclear.  It  frankly 
leaves  me  confused  and  frustrated.  The 
one  thing  that  is  clear  is  that  black  people 
have  been  discriminated  against  in 
higher  education  for  nearly  200  years. 
Something  must  be  done  to  compensate 
for  all  those  years  and  I’m  not  convinced 
the  Supreme  Court  decision  pushes  us  in 
that  direction.” 

Jack  Corbett,  Washington,  D.C.,  direc¬ 
tor  of  church/government  relations  for 
the  UMC’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society  — 
“In  my  judgment,  even  an  inclusion  of 
‘race’  as  an  admission  decision  factor 
gives  some  preference  to  minorities.  And 
that  is  as  it  should  be  until,  in  some  future 
generation,  historical  injustice  has  been 
overcome  and  remedial  action  becomes 
unnecessary.” 
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I  hove  boon  serving 
•leven  years. 

In  1971  I  received  training  In  tha  Evangelism  Ex¬ 
plosion  ministry  and  Institutad  It  In  our  church.  Ws 
now  have  ovar  100  parsons  trained  and  actively  in 
volved  in  our  personal  evangelism  program. 

Ouring  the  past  seven  years  we  have  seen  the 
membership  of  our  church  grow  from  1 125  to  1900. 
Over  half  (450)  of  our  new  adult  members  were 
Initial  professions  of  folth. 

The  dedication  of  our  people  has  Increased  In 
the  stewardship  of  giving.  Our  budget  has  gone 

from  $83,000  to  $510,000. 

This  ministry  has  added  a  new  |oy,  a  new  en¬ 
thusiasm,  and  deepening  of  commitment  across 
— ir  whole  church. 

Having  taught  personal  evangelism  before,  . 
soy  without  question  thot  this  his  the  finest,  most 
thorough,  and  most  lastingly  beneficial  program 
hove  ever  seen. 

I  strongly  encourage  you  to  attend  an  Evange¬ 
lism  Leadership  Clinic  and  see  for  yourself. 

Pleat*  tend  Information  on  th#  clinics  coming 
In  my  aroa  at  toon  at  possible:  (clinic  ol  obove 
church  August  4-9.  1978) 
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Charles  L.  Allen  tells  how 
to  deal  with  loneliness. 

Many  of  us  live  with  loneliness.  Were  lonely  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  Jesus  promised,  “I  will  never  leave 
you  or  forsake  you!'  The  problem  is  that  we  re  often  so 
busy  feeling  sorry  for  ourselves  that  we  forget  how 
much  He  really  loves  us-how  much  He  cares. 

Charles  L.  Allen  knows  the  pain  and  loneliness  of  « 
living  by  himself.,  YOU  ARE  NEVER  ALONE  is  written 
from  his  personal  experience,  and  shares  the  uplifting 
message  that  God  is  always  with  us -that  He  created  us 
to  have  joyful  fellowship  with  Him. 

YOU  ARE  NEVER  ALONE . . . 
the  encouragement  you 
may  need  today. ..is  at 
your  favorite  bookstore. 

*6.95  (Cloth) 

(If  ordering  by  mail,  add 
45C  postage  and  handling.) 
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REVELL  COMPANY 
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Does  Israel  have  ‘divine  right’? 

Christians  dispute  Bible's  ‘‘promises'  of  homeland  for  Jews 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Israel’s  response  (June  18)  to  the 
United  States’  questions  about  the  future 
of  the  West  Bank  and  the  Gaza  Strip  has 
once  again  spotlighted  the  highly 
controversial  claim  that  Israel  has  a 
biblically-sanctioned  right  to  the 
territories. 

The  claim  falls  with  special  emphasis 
on  the  2,300-square-mile  land  of  rolling 
hills  and  valleys  that  lie  between  the 
Jordan  River  and  the  coastal  plain  —  the 
West  Bank  —  which  the  government  of 
Prime  Minister  Menachem  Begin 
prefers  to  identify  by  its  ancient  biblical 
names,  Judea  and  Samaria  (the  striped 
area  around  Jerusalem  on  the  map). 

To  its  692,000  Palestinian  inhabitants, 
the  Israeli-occupied  West  Bank  is  the 
heartland  of  what  they  hope  will 
eventually  be  an  independent  Palestinian 
state. 

To  the  area’s  5,000  Jewish  settlers,  and 
to  thousands  of  other  Israelis,  the  land  is 
part  of  Eretz  Yisrael  (land  of  Israel)  into 
which  Abraham  led  God’s  chosen  people. 

Last  December,  Prime  Minister  Begin 
put  forward  a  26-point  proposal  for  the 
occupied  territories  that  would  give 
limited  self-rule  to  the  Arabs  on  domestic 
matters  for  five  years,  with  Israel 
continuing  its  military  control  of 
"security  and  public  order.” 

Carter  administration  asks 

In  April,  the  Carter  administration 
asked  Israel  if  at  the  end  of  the  five-year 
period  the  question  of  the  permanent 
status  of  these  territories  would  be 
resolved. 

The  Israeli  Cabinet  response  of  June 
18,  representing  a  vote  of  14  to  5  —  was  to 
defer  for  five  years  any  decision  on  the 
permanent  status  of  the  territories. 

In  a  vaguely-worded  statement, 
significantly  employing  the  biblical 
names,  Judea  and  Samaria,  the  Cabinet 
clearly  reflected  Mr.  Begin’s  long-held 
conviction  that  Israel  has  a  right  to  the 
ancient  land  of  Palestine  on  the  basis  of 
divine  promises. 

Some  Christians,  however,  have 
sharply  challenged  the  Begin  claim,  as 
have  some  Jews  both  in  and  outside 
Israel. 


But  prominent  evangelicals,  not  to 
mention  Christian  fundamentalists, 
continue  to  hail  the  Israeli  occupation  of 
the  disputed  areas  of  the  Holy  Land  as  a 
fulfillment  of  biblical  prophesy. 

‘Foretold  in  Bible’ 

“We  believe,”  said  15  major  American 
evangelical  leaders  in  a  full-page 
newspaper  advertisement,  "(that)  the 
rebirth  of  Israel  as  a  nation  and  the 
return  of  her  people  to  the  land  is  clearly 
foretold  in  the  Bible  and  this  fulfillment 
in  our  time  is  one  of  the  most  momentous 
events  in  all  human  history.” 

Among  the  signers  of  the  statement 
were  Dr.  Clyde  W.  Taylor,  retired 
general  director  of  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals;  Dr.  W.  A. 
Criswell,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Dallas,  and  a  past  president  of  the 
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Israel’s  biblical  claims 

This  1973  newsmap  indicates 
territory  gained  by  Israel  in  the  1967 
and  1973  wars.  (Subsequently,  a  U.N. 
buffer  zone,  not  shown  in  map,  was 
created  along  the  western  part  of  the 
Sinai  and  Israeli  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  the  area.) 
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Meals-on-wheels  called 
shot  in  arm  for  shut-ins 


ENNIS,  Tex.  —  To  a  57-year-old  man 
who  has  lost  a  leg  and  is  going  blind  from 
diabetes,  there’s  only  one  way  to 
describe  the  Meals-on-Wheels  program 
of  Northside  United  Methodist  Church 
here:  "It’s  a  shot  in  the  arm  and  not  the 
dopey  kind!” 

And  if  Cecil  Cleveland  —  one  of  45 
handicapped  or  elderly  recipients  of  hot 
meals  three  days  a  week  —  feels  that 
way,  so  do  the  volunteers  on  the  "giving” 
end  of  a  program  which  now  serves  more 
than  150  meals  a  week,  reports  Eva 
Wilson  in  a  recent  article  in  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 
“Anytime  you  help  the  Lord,  you’ll  get 
blessings  you  never  dreamed  of,”  is  the 
way  volunteer  Henry  Kirby  puts  it. 

The  Meals-on-Wheels  program  here  is 
financed  by  Aging  Resource  Models 
(ARM)  Foundation  in  Waco,  which  has 
grants  from  both  the  Central  Texas 
conference  of  the  UMC  and  the  Texas 
Governor’s  Committee  on  Aging  to  help 
rural  congregations  such  as  this  one 
which  serve  the  elderly.  Northside 
Church’s  program  began  in  June,  1977, 
serving  meals  primarily  to  homebound 
persons  but  also  to  a  dozen  or  more 
active  persons  who  come  to  the  church. 

On  recent  rounds  to  deliver  hot  meals, 
Mr.  Kirby  listened  attentively  as  Cecil 
Cleveland  talked  about  some  new  tape 
recordings  —  "Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and 
‘Pilgrim’s  Progress’  ’’  —  and  about  his 
artificial  leg.  Mr.  Cleveland  also  talked 
about  how  Meals-on-Wheels  has  helped 


him.  "And  it’s  nice  to  have  someone 
come  by,”  he  added. 

Volunteer  Kirby  counted  his  own 
blessings  as  he  drove  away,  Ms.  Wilson’s 
article  says:  "When  you  talk  to  people 
like  that  who  aren’t  sour  on  life  and  don’t 
complain,  you  can’t  help  but  get  an 
uplift.”  '•* 

Continuing  his  rounds,  Mr.  Kirby 
talked  about  the  elderly.  Many  say  they 
do  not  want  charity,  but  he  tells  them: 
“This  isn’t  charity.  We  want  to  do 
something  for  the  Lord." 

Those  who  are  financially  able 
contribute  to  the  program.  At  his  next 
stop,  a  woman  sitting  outside  in  a  rocking 
chair  handed  him  a  dollar  when  he 
delivered  her  hot  meal. 

The  church  affiliation  of  the  people 
who  receive  meals  does  not  matter,  Mr. 
Kirby  noted.  "We  don’t  care  what  their 
religion  is  or  if  they’re  a  member  of  a 
church.” 

Mr.  Kirby  gave  an  African  violet  to  81- 
year-old  Burgess  Cummings  at  the  last 
stop  on  his  route.  Her  25  blooming 
African  violets  were  frozen  out  last 
winter.  "I  think  Mr.  Kirby  is  going  to  get 
me  started  back  in  business,"  Mrs. 
Cummings  smiled. 

Back  at  the  church,  Odie  Nelson, 
program  coordinator,  and  her  two 
helpers  had  been  busy  cooking  since  7:30 
a.m.  Her  feelings  about  Meals-on- 
Wheels?  "The  main  thing  is  the  Lord  is 
blessing  us  to  be  able  to  do  it,"  she  said 
as  she  continued  cooking  the  peas, 
carrots  and  chicken  on  the  day’s  menu. 


Southern  Baptist  Convention;  and  Dr. 
Kenneth  S.  Kantzer  and  Dr.  Harold 
Lindsell,  current  and  past  editors  of 
"Christianity  Today." 

Conceding  that  “the  exact  boundaries 
of  the  Land  of  Promise  are  open  to 
discussion,"  the  signers  asserted  that 
“we,  along  with  most  evangelicals, 
understand  the  Jewish  homeland 
generally  to  include  the  territory  west  of 
the  Jordan  River  (Judea  and  Samaria ).’’ 

Controversy  erupted  with  the 
publication  of  the  evangelicals’ 
declaration. 

An  ad  hoc  ecumenical  group, 
"American  Christians  for  Peace  in  the 
Middle  East,"  placed  a  full-page 
advertisement  in  the  Washington  Post 
and  the  Christian  Science  Monitor 
roundly  condemning  such  "simplistic 
interpretations  of  the  Bible”  in  regard  to 
the  Middle  East. 

"We  are  alarmed  and  distressed,"  said 
the  group  of  33  scholars  and 
churchpersons,  "by  recent  attempts  on 
the  part  of  some  Western  Christians  to 
impose  solutions  on  the  problems  of  the 
Middle  East  by  employing  a  few  selected 
verses  from  the  Bible  .  .  |.  to  prove  that  a 
particular  political  view  on  property 
right  is  willed  by  God.” 

‘Presumptuous’  they  say 

"It  is  presumptuous  for  some  Western 
Christians  to  seek  solutions  for  the 
Middle  East  with  a  claim  to  divine 
insight,”  the  ad  says,  "disregarding  the 
solutions  that  millions  of  Christians  in- 
the  Middle  East  are  themselves  seeking. 
Eastern  Christians  who  reside  where 
Christianity  began  also  read  the  Bible." 

Among  the  signers  of  this  declaration: 
Dr.  Edward  F.  Campbell  Jr.,  professor 
of  Old  Testament,  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary,  Chicago;  Dr. 
John  Howard  Yoder  of  the  Department  of 
Theology  at  the  University  of  Notre 
Dame,  Indiana;  and  Dr.  Harvey  H. 
Guthrie,  dean  of  the  Episcopal  Divinity 
School,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

The  ecumenical  weekly  magazine, 
"The  Christian  Century,"  has  also  taken 
issue  with  the  evangelical/funda¬ 
mentalist  scriptural  approach  to  the 
Middle  East  problem,  insisting  that 
"political  decision-making  must  be 
shaped  by  political  and  not  religious 
guidelines.” 

"The  Bible  is  not  a  document  that  sets 
forth  an  international  game  plan,"  the 
"Christian  Century”  insisted,  adding: 
"Biblical  prophesy  anticipates  a  future 
of  hope  for  human  kind;  it  does  not, 
however,  provide  an  atlas  for 
establishing  the  geographical  boundaries 
of  the  countries  that  seek  that  hoDe." 

In  a  recent  address  in  New  York, 
Rabbi  Henry  Siegman,  executive  vice- 
president  of  the  Synagogue  Council  of 
America,  said  that  “the  claim  that  the 
Bible  says  that  God  gave  Abraham  the 


land  in  perpetuity  is  insufficient  for 
political  claims  today." 

At  the  same  time,  the  distinguished 
Jewish  leader  stressed  the  no  one  can 
fully  understand  Judaism  without 
recognizing  "the  centrality  of  the  land  in 
the  Jewish  religious  self-under- 
standing." 

This  "unbroken  attachment  of  Jews  to 
the  land,  shaped  by  biblical  promises," 
he  said,  is  an  "historical  reality  that  has 
concrete  implications  for  secular 
politics." 

The  issue  of  Israel’s  "divine  right"  to 
the  West  Bank  and  the  Gaza  Strip  can  be 
expected  to  keep  the  Middle  East 
cauldron  boiling,  or  at  least  simmering, 
for  quite  some  time. 

S.  African 
paper  ban 
protested 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Protests  are 
mounting  over  the  banning  of  a  black 
Christian  weekly  in  South  Africa  titled 
The  Voice. 

The  action  by  the  South  African 
Directorate  of  Publications  has  been 
deplored  by  the  International  Press 
Institute  consisting  of  1,900  leading 
•  editors  and  publishers  in  62  countries,  by . 
the  World  Association  for  Christian 
Communication  and  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  (SACC)  among 
others. 

'  Started  in  1976  by  the  SACC,  The  Voice 
is  governed  by  the  Voice  Ecumenical 
Trust,  an  independent  organization 
founded  by  the  churches.  After  the 
banning  of  The  World,  a  large  secular 
black  paper,  last  fall,  the  Christian  paper 
became  one  of  the  most  influential 
periodicals  among  South  Africa’s  blacks. 
With  a  circulation  of  30,000,  The  Voice, 
published  in  Johannesburg,  had  focused 
on  church  news  but  gave  full  coverage  to 
the  death  of  black  leader  Steve  Biko  and 
the  banning  of  Percy  Qoboza,  editor  of 
The  World. 

A  statement  by  the  Rev.  David 
Wanless,  director  of  communications  of 
the  SACC,  said  in  part:  "Now  The  Voice 
has  been  silenced  because  South  African 
authorities  have  once  again 
demonstrated  their  unreasoned 
reluctance  to  listen  to  the  authentic 
expression  of  black  grievances.  The 
failure  of  those  in  power  to  hear  does  not 
mean  blacks  will  cease  to  speak.  In  order 
to  fulfill  the  role  of  reconciler  that  the 
Gospel  lays  on  all  Christians,  the  SACC 
has  and  continues  to  pledge  itself  to 
assist  them  in  that  task,  for  it  believes  in 
bridging  gaps,  not  creating  them.” 


Book  review 


‘Preaching  Good  News’: 
good  news  for  preachers 


Mosaic  artist  in  Missouri 

FRKDERICKTOWN,  Mo.  —  Arno  lleuduck,  59,  works  with  glass  cubes  in  his 
barn-like  studio  on  a  120-acre  farm  nestled  in  a  heavily  wooded  valley  near  here. 

Using  centuries-old  methods  to  create  religious  scenes  that  grace  cathedral  walls 
and  ceilings,  Mr.  lleuduck  operates  the  only  exclusively  mosaic  studio  in  the  U.S.  He 
located  his  workshop  in  the  rural  southern  Missouri  setting  because  he  feels  “it’s  a 
little  more  sacred  here."  religious  news  service  photo 


“Preaching  the  Good  News”  by 
George  E.  Sweazey,  Prentice-Hall,  Inc., 
1977,  339  pp..  $9.95 

ByC.  E.  PEEPLES 
"Preaching  The  Good  News”  just  may 
be  one  of  the  best  books  to  be  published 
on  preaching.  The  author  covers  every 
phase  of  preaching  and  the  grateful 
reader  will  have  difficulty  choosing  a 
favorite  of  the  38  chapters.  A  review 
could  be  written  about  each. 

The  author  quotes  Aristotle, 
Shakespeare,  Phillips  Brooks,  Mark 
Twain  and  the  man  in  the  congregation, 
yet  every  page  is  a  reflection  of  the 
personality  of  a  great  scholar  who  served 
a  pulpit  Sunday  after  Sunday. 

What  an  unforgettable  way  he  has  of 
saying  things!  He  mentions  a  sermon 
that  "begins  nowhere,  goes  nowhere,  and 
leaves  nothing  behind.”  "Never  talk 
down  to  your  audience;  they  are  not 
there."  "When  a  preacher  thinks,  ‘I  am 
going  to  ring  the  bell  today,’  that  is  the 
day  no  bells  ring."  He  quotes  a  rural 
pastor  on  the  need  for  a  wholesome 
environment,  "If  you  put  a  pig  in  the 
parlor,  it  isn’t  the  pig  that  gets  changed." 
A  minister  must  apply  a  Christian  truth 
to  an  actual  human  situation,  otherwise 
"a  biblical  sermon  may  get  no  closer  to 
where  we  live  than  Palestine  and  2,000 
years  ago.” 

There  are  enough  ideas  in  two 
chapters,  “Examples  of  Sermon 
Structure"  and  “Words,"  for  a  lifetime 
of  study  and  growth  in  effective 
preaching.  When  I  started  preaching,  an 
older  minister  said  to  me,  "When  a 
preacher  goes  in  one  hole  and  the 
congregation  knows  where  he  is  coming 
out,  it  is  time  for  him  to  move.”  The 
author  gives  in  one  chapter  20  different 
examples  of  sermon  structure. 

In  the  chapter  on  effective  words,  he 
reminds  us  that  Jesus  never  talked  about 
"humanity,”  but  spoke  of  "your 
brothers."  He  gives  many  examples  of 
words  to  favor  and  words  to  avoid.  These 
chapters  are  a  diamond  field  for  any 
minister  who  desires  to  explore  more 
effective  ways  to  a  pulpit  ministry. 

One  cannot  afford  to  miss  his  chapter 
on  “Style."  "Style  is  a  safer  index  to 
character  than  the  face."  A  slipshod 
style  is  an  accurate  reflection  of  a 
slipshod  character. 

He  appreciates  the  great  and 
sometimes  enlarges  their  contributions. 
Quoting  Phillips  Brooks,  “  ‘Preaching  is 
truth  through  personality,’  ”  he  adds,  "in 
the  midst  of  personalities."  This  bears 
out  recent  surveys  that  indicate  a 
prayerful,  expectant  congregation  may 


be  the  most  decisive  factor 
effective  preaching  service. 

It  is  an  inexhaustible  book;  the  more 
you  dig  the  more  pay  dirt  you  find.  If  I 
were  forced  to  choose  one  book  on 
preaching,  to  recommend,  I  would  enthu¬ 
siastically  select  "Preaching  The  Good 
News.”  It  will  be  great  news  for  any  con¬ 
gregation  when  the  pastor  reads  and  uses 
it.” 

Dr.  Peeples  is  president  emeritus  of 
UM-related  Lon  Morris  College,  Jack¬ 
sonville.  Tex. 

Brethren  Church 
delegates  vote  to 
turn  in  handguns 

INDIANAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Delegates 
at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Conference 
meeting  here  voted  overwhelmingly  to 
accept  recommendations  of  a  five-person 
committee  that  Brethren  surrender  their 
own  handguns  and  support  legislation 
restricting  availability  of  handguns. 

The  vote  was  so  overwhelmingly  in 
favor  of  the  committee’s  suggestions  that 
no  actual  vote  count  was  taken.  The 
1,000-member  delegate  body  is  the  final 
authority  of  the  Brethren  in  all  matters 
and  determines  the  church’s  policy  on 
issues. 

A  report  from  a  committee  survey  on 
violence  and  the  use  of  handguns  noted 
that  gun  ownership  is  higher  among 
Brethren  than  among  the  general 
population  of  the  United  States. 

Members  of  the  committee  are  a 
Federal  prison  chaplain,  a  legal 
assistant,  a  former  police  officer,  a 
hunter  and  a  pastor. 

A  call  to  acts  of  conscience  was  issued 
to  reaffirm  peace  and  reconciliation 
efforts.  Individual  congregations  are 
expected  to  train  members  how  to 
resolve  their  conflicts  without  resorting 
to  violence. 

Using  biblical  admonitions  from  both 
the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments, 
Brethren  consider  violence  of  person 
against  person  fundamental  violence 
against  the  relationship  with  God. 

In  an  opening  worship  service, 
Brethren  layman  Ira  B.  Peters  said  "The 
power  of  God’s  love  is  available  to  us 
wherever  our  daily  activities  take  us  .  . 
and  these  places  become  the  church  and 
the  opportune  places  for  Christ’s  love  to 
be  thrust  into  society  by  his  present-day 
apostles,  prophets,  evangelists,  pastors 
and  teachers.” 


At  vacation  church  schools 

Children ,  children. . . 


i. 


Smiling  and  happv  at  St.  Paul's  l  .MC  in  Abilene.  Tex.  .  . 


Playin 

on  parking  lot  at 
downtown  First 
UMC  in  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.M 


Singing 
bout  Jesus  at 
Grace  UMC  De¬ 
catur.  Ill .  .  . 


Drawing 

pictures  and  learning  to  share  ideas  at  Universit>  Park  UMC  in  Dallas. 


Program  for  Argentine  retarded 
launched  at  Methodist  school 


BUENOS  AIRES  <RNS)  The  Ward 
school,  founded  by  Methodist 
missionaries,  has  initiated  a  pioneer 
program  here  for  mentally  retarded 
children. 

"The  innovation  which  we  have 
introduced  is  a  ‘recuperation  workshop 
for  the  mentally  backward  who  can  be 
taught  basic  tasks."  explained  Dr  Hand, 
the  64-year-old  school’s  director. 

It  is  still  too  early  to  gauge  the  results 
of  the  program,  but  since  it  began  three 
years  ago,  10  students  have  shown  so 
much  improvement  that  they  have  been 
passed  on  to  normal  school  classes 
The  workshop  is  composed  of  40 
students  and  four  teachers  By  means  of 
close  personal  contact,  the  children  are 
taught  basic  logical  operations  in 
mathematics  and  language,  writing  and 
reading  in  terms  of  elemental  daily 
needs,  use  of  the  voice  and  a  degree  of 
independence  and  self-confidence 
Although  originally  established  b\ 
Methodists,  the  1,500-student  school 
subsequently  received  financial  support 
also  from  the  Christian  < 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  Practically,  all  of 
its  teachers  are  now  Argentines  and 
include  Catholics,  Protestants  and  Jews 
Though  small  and  exclusive.  Ward  has 


numerous  innovations  for 
education  in  Argentina,  aside  from  the 
most  recent  for  recuperation  of  the 
mentally  retarded. 

In  1938.  for  example,  it  created  the  first 
Psychological  Orientation  Department 
in  an  Argentine  school.  Another  first  was 
the  installation  of  the  country’s  first 
language  laboratory. 

As  a  religious  school.  Ward  places 
important  stress  on  giving  the  students 
Christian  orientation.  But  this  is  given  in 
such  a  way  as  to  not  interfere  with  the 
individual  beliefs  of  the  students  — 
whose  families  belong  to  different 
denominations,  although  the  majority 
are  Methodist  or  Disciples. 

We  hope  to  continue  giving  an 
example  as  Christians  and  as 
educators  said  Dr.  Hand  _ 

rT^eni^oTthe^  W  eek  1 

Communion 
By  DOROTHY  S.  HOLMES 
She  knelt— sobbing— 

Overcome— 

An  anguished  figure 
Waiting  for  the  elements 
Of  bread  and  wine 
Her  answer 
Forgiveness  divine. 


LaFon  Home 

of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 

Alfred  Pollar,  Director  of  Development 


LaFon  Home 


Sunday 

July  9, 1978 


LaFon  Home 
seeks  keys 

to  another 

century  of 

service 


Former  LaFon  Protestant  Home,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Mini-story  of  closure 


The  old  nursing  facility,  located  at  4038 
Buchanan  Street,  New  Orleans,  was  torn 
down  earlier  than  planned  as  a  result  of 
the  LaFon  Home’s  loss  of  certification  to 
receive  Medicaid  payments.  Loss  of 
certification  meant  closure  because  97 
per-cent  of  the  Home’s  residents  (many 
of  whom  were  bed  ridden  and  poor)  were 
Medicaid  recipients. 

The  loss  resulted  in  transfer  of 
residents  to  other  facilities.  It  also  left 
the  Home’s  employees  jobless  and  had  a 
negative  effect  on  the  Home’s  capital 
funds  drive  for  a  new  facility. 

Faced  with  an  empty  home  that  could 
pose  a  community  hazard,  the  logical 
thing  to  do  was  to  demolish  the  buildings. 
This  was  completed  in  June  of  1977.  The 
vacant  lot  does  not  signify  the  end  of 
LaFon’s  Home’s  long  history  of  service 
to  the  church  and  local  communities. 

LaFon  Home,  owned  and  operated  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  began  a 
fund-raising  campaign  in  June  of  1976  to 
build  a  modem,  expanded  nursing  home 
to  replace  the  old  89  bed  facility  which 
failed  to  meet  present-day  fire  safety 
standards. 

Initial  plans  were  to  build  in  two 
phases  as  a  way  of  generating  income 
during  construction.  The  first  phase  was 
to  include  erection  of  a  new  building  on 
the  rear  of  the  lot  behind  the  then 
existing  structure.  Residents  were  to 


then  be  moved  into  the  new  building  upon 
completion  of  the  first  phase.  Phase  two 
then  was  to  consist  of  demolition  of  old 
building  and  the  second  unit  placed  in  its 
place. 

Bids  were  received  on  December  15, 
1976.  December  21,  1976  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Resources  Administration  certified  the 
Home  for  continued  operation  until  June 
30,  1977.  HEW  overrode  the  State’s 
decision  and  rendered  the  Home 
ineligible  to  receive  Medicaid  payments 
for  services  rendered.  January  31,  1977 
was  the  date  of  decertification  with  28 
days  to  transfer  all  patients  to  other 
facilities  that  were  certified. 

The  action  created  a  crisis  in  the 
nursing  home  community.  Moving  is  one 
of  the  most  traumatic  experiences  in  the 
life  of  an  elderly  person.  Separation  from 
friends  and  relatives  cause  infrequent 
and  in  many  cases  no  visitation.  Some 
transfers  were  as  far  away  as  320  miles. 
Less  than  five  persons  could  be  placed  in 
New  Orleans  where  nursing  home  beds 
are  just  not  available,  especially  for  the 
poor  and  persons  with  special  care 
needs. 

The  picture  emphasizes  the  need  to 
replace  this  needed  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  We  need  your 
contributions  and  support. 


LAFON  HOME 

of  the 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  United  Methodist  Church 

Because  of  my  faith  in  God  and  my  desire  to  render  service  to  humankind,  and,  because  I 
believe  In  cane  for  the  elderly  under  Christian  auspices,  I  hereby  make  a  total  pledge  of 

_ for  the  three-year  period  beginning - payable  In  (weekly, 

monthly,  annual)  Installments;  and  I  understand  that  if  my  financial  condition  is  substan¬ 
tially  altered,  this  pledge  may  be  changed,  increased,  or  cancelled  by  nottfyln g  the  Lafon 
Office 


POST  OFFICE  BOX  8176 
SEW  ORLEANS,  LA.  70182 
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Nome  _ 

Address  — 
City _ 
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olley  Noteables 


New  Director  of 
Church  Relations 
at  Centenary 


The  NOLLEY  NOTEABLES,  a  youth 
choir  from  Nolley  Memorial  UMC  will 
leave  on  their  Second  Annual  Mission 
Tour  July  16.  They  will  give  a  full  concert 
at  their  home  church  on  Sunday,  July  16. 
After  a  good  old-fashioned  covered^lish 
luncheon  they  will  leave  on  the  tour. 

They  will  tour  five  states:  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Georgia,  Florida,  and 
Louisiana.  A  concert  will  be  given  each 
‘night.  The  tour  will  conclude  in  concert 
at  First  UMC,  Covington,  Louisiana  July 
23, 11A.M. 

The  Nolley  Church  has  a  very  active 
group  of  youth,  who  work  at  the  local 
church,  district  and  conference  levels. 
They  have  decorated  the  church  parlor; 
sponsored  the  buying  of  a  church  bus; 
done  nursing  home  duties;  given  baskets 
for  the  needy  at  Thanksgiving  time,  and 

Christian  educators 
in  Dallas 


performed  Nursery  service  (Mom’s  Day 
Out). 

They  raise  all  their  money  for  projects, 
trips,  and  operating  expenses.  Last  year 
their  budget  was  in  excess  of  $12,000. 
Programs  deal  with  situations  most  teen¬ 
agers  are  faced  with  today.  The  latest 
Bible  Study,  “Gifts  of  the  Spirit"  was 
taught  by  Mrs.  Addie  Doughty.  At  the 
conclusion  of  this  13  week  study,  a  unique 
Holy  Communion  Meal  was  served. 

The  choir  is  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Roy  C.  Welch;  Assistant  directors  are 
Mrs.  Shirley  Welch  and  Mrs.  Sally 
Griffin;  pianists  are  Mrs.  Annette 
Honeycutt  and  Mrs.  Violet  McCartney. 
Mrs.  Erma  Adams  is  the  youth  director. 
Rev.  James  L.  Adams  is  the  pastor. 
Other  adults  going  on  tour  are  Miss 
Dianne  Tarver,  Miss  Ann  Minor,  and 
Mrs.  Jean  LaCroix. 


R.  Harold  Hipps,  Associate  General 
Secretary  of  the  Division  of  Diaconal 
Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Nashville,  is  shown 
with  Marilyn  Swanson,  left,  Educational 
Assistant  at  Aurora  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  and  Willanna 
Curley,  Educational  Assistant  at  First 
Church,  Lafayette.  Marilyn  and 
Willanna  attended  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  for  the  PRACTICE  OF 
MINISTRY:  FOUNDATIONS  FOR 
CHURCH  EDUCATION  as  part  of  the 
requirements  of  certification  studies  for 
Ministry  careers.  Willanna  Curley  is 
Membership  Chairperson  for  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  and 
encourages  all  working  in  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  to  please  join  the  State  Chapter. 


News  briefs 

Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  Chaplain  at 
Dillard  University  has  been  elected  to 
the  position  of  Member-at-large  on  the 
Executive  Board  of  the  National 
Association  of  College  and  University 
Chaplains. 

Collector’s  Items  Benefit  Chapel 

Persons  who  would  like  to  help  the 
effort  to  restore  Wesley’s  Chapel  in 
London  may  be  interested  in  two 
collector's  items  that  are  being  sold  to 
benefit  the  project. 

One  is  a  paperweight,  made  from 
polystyrene,  containing  information 
about  the  chapel  and  a  part  of  an  old 
beam  from  the  structure. 

The  other  is  a  coffee  cup  with  Wesley’s 
Chapel  depicted  on  one  side  and  John 
Wesley’s  motto  on  the  other. 

A  sketch  of  the  chapel  dominates  the 
left  side  of  the 
wood  from  the 

hand  corner.  It  measures  3  5/ 

2  1/  8"  x  13/  16".  The  ceramic  cup  has  a 
slightly  convex  shape  and  stands 
41/  8”  high  and  3”  in  diameter.  Wesley’s 
motto  appears  on  the  side  —  “Do  all  the 
good  you  can,  By  all  the  means  you  can, 
In  all  the  ways  you  can,  In  all  the  places 
you  can,  At  all  the  times  you  can,  To  all 
the  people  you  can.  As  long  as  ever  you 
can."  Only  a  limited  number  of  each  of 
these  items  has  been  made  so  they  will 
become  collector’s  items,  especially  at¬ 
tractive  to  those  interested  in  Methodist 
history. 

The  persons  who  would  like  to  receive 
one  of  these  rare  historical  items  and  at 
the  same  time  share  in  the  restoration 
program  may  send  a  $20  contribution  and 
receive  one  of  the  cups;  or  a  $25 
contribution  and  receive  the  paperweight 
containing  the  actual  wood  from  the 
chapel. 

Write:  Wesley’s  Chapel  Project,  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  8278,  Houston,  TX  77004.  The  items 
will  be  shipped  within  a  week  of  the 
receipt  of  contribution.  All  proceeds 
above  the  bare  cost  of  production  and 
handling  are  being  sent  for  the 
restoration  of  the  chapel. 


Aldersgate  UMC 
establishes  scholarships 
at  St.  Paul 

Aldersgate  UMC  is  establishing  a 
scholarship  program  for  minority 
students  from  Louisiana  who  wish  to 
attend  seminary.  Saint  Paul  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City  is 
designated  to  be  the  recipient  of  the 
funds,  which  will  amount  to  $1,000 
per  year. 

No  minority  students  from 
Louisiana  are  now  at  St  Paul,  but 
this  scholarship  should  help  to 
encourage  the  enrollment  of  one  or 
more.  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  is  pastor. 


Charles  Simmons 


Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons,  has  been 
named  Director  of  Church  Relations  at 
Centenary  College,  President  Donald  A. 
Webb  announced. 

Dr.  Simmons,  28,  a  native  of  DeQuincy, 
was  raised  in  Franklinton  where  he 
attended  public  schools.  He  graduated 
from  Centenary  in  1971  with  a  B.A. 
degree  in  religion.  Two  degrees,  the 
Master  of  Divinity,  magna  cum  laude 
(1974),  and  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  (1978) 
were  earned  from  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

During  the  1973-74  academic  year  Dr. 
Simmons  was  selected  as  the  only  United 
Methodist  representative  at  the  Institute 
Eucumenique  in  Geneva,  Switzerland 
where  he  received  a  certificate  from  the 
graduate  school  of  ecumenical  studies. 
His  dissertation  for  his  doctorate, 
entitled  “A  Contextual  Approach  to 
Education  in  Lay  Ministry"  is  expected 
to  be  published  soon. 

After  completing  his  classwork  for  the 
doctorate  in  1975,  he  was  appointed  to 
serve  the  William  B.  Reilly  Memorial 
University  United  Methodist  Church  on 
the  LSU  campus  as  associate  minister 
where  he  remained  until  his  recent 
appointment  to  Centenary  College. 

In  his  new  position  at  the  College,  Dr. 
Simmons  will  serve  as  a  liaison  between 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  the 
College,  further  developing  the 
relationship  between  the  two. 

Dr.  Simmons  is  married  to  the  former 
Linda  Garrett  of  Zachary,  and  they  have 
two  young  sons,  Jeffrey  Stuart  and 
Christopher  Bryant.  Mrs.  Simmons  is  a 
Centenary  graduate  and  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Garrett,  pastor  of 
Zachary  UMC. 


f  CAMP  NEWS } 


Ruston  District  Junior  High  Camp  June  19-24  1978  Caney  Confen 


Rev.  Terry  Willis  was  the  director.  Rev.  William  Rowell,  co-director. 


The  three  young  ladies  pictured  conducted  the  services  at  Napoleon  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  on  United  Methodist  Student  Day,  June  11,  1978. 

Left  to  right  are:  Renee  Peterson  who  had  the  children's  message  and  led  the  youth 
in  singing,  Madolyn  Hingle,  who  brought  the  morning  message  which  had  as  its  theme 
"What  The  Church  Means  To  Me"  and  Lisa  Drezinski  who  conducted  the  worship 
program. 


New  Mission  Interpreters 
named  for  South 
Central  Jurisdiction 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Missionaries 
who  have  served  in  Argentina. 
Singapore,  Belize  and  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  in  Kentucky  have 
been  named  mission  interpreters-in- 
residence  for  the  coming  year . 

Two  natives  of  Oklahoma,  Guy  and 
Betty  Garrett,  will  serve  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  based  in  Dallas, 
Texas.  Since  1968  Dr.  Garrett  has  taught 
at  Trinity  Theological  College, 
Singapore,  after  four  years  as  a  parish 
minister  in  Malaysia. 

“This  year  the  emphasis  will  be  on 
finding  and  developing  models  for 
mission  itineration,’’  said  Beverly 
Judge,  new  executive  secretary  for  field 
interpretation  in  the  United  Methodist 
Division  of  Education  and  Cultivation. 
"In  the  last  few  years  our  field 
interpretation  program  has  grown 
tremendously.  We  have  done  a  lot  of 
things  without  careful  evaluation.  Now 
we  need  to  look  at  what  has  developed  to 
see  if  that  is  the  most  effective  way  to  do 
it." 

The  new  mission  interpreters  began  an 
orientation  program  in  New  York  on 
June  19  and  will  take  up  their  duties 
immediately. 

Stanley  Maughlin,  a  misionary  who 
escaped  from  Zaire  during  the  80-day 
war  in  1977  and  has  been  a  mission 
interpreter-in-residence  this  past  year 
for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
reports  he  spoke  at  147  local  church,  six 
conference,  and  three  district  events 
during  the  year. 

He  used  slides  to  show  how  he  worked 
with  the  Zaire  United  Methodist  Church 
as  a  “sister  church"  and  also  described 
the  Persons  in  Mission  program  and  the 
whole  spectrum  of  work  in  Zaire: 
evangelism,  education,  medical  work, 
aviation,  scholarship,  agriculture  and 
women’s  work. 

The  interpreter-in-residence  program 
has  “real  merit”  especially  in  bridging 
the  gap  between  the  church  at  the 
national  and  local  levels.  He  pinpointed 
the  need  for  more  careful  scheduling  and 
more  training  of  mission  interpreters. 

The  number  of  missionaries  home  on 
furlough  varies  from  month  to  month. 
However,  a  list  of  193  persons  available 
to  interpret  world  and  national  missions 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Office  of  Field 
Itineration,  Room  1312,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  10027. 


Wesley  Chapel  Re-Opening 

Festival  of  the  Often  Door 


Since  the  television  airing  of  Arthur 
Hailey’s  “Roots,''  there  is  increased 
interest  in  seeking  to  know  whence  we 
came.  As  United  Methodists,  one  of  our 
roots  is  in  Wesley’s  England.  You  have 
an  opportunity  to  personally  discover  the 
source  of  at  least  a  part  of  your  heritage, 
by  joining  a  group  of  pilgrims  from  all 
over  the  country  at  the  Re-Opening  of 
Wesley's  chapel  in  London,  on  November 
1, 1978. 

Wesley’s  Chapel  was  originally  opened 
for  worship  on  November  1,  1778.  It  was 
the  site  of  the  First  Ecumenical 
Methodist  Council  in  1881.  It  was  used  for 
worship  until  condemned  as  unsafe  in 
1973.  Since  that  time,  it  has  been 
undergoing  extensive  reconstruction, 
financed  by  contributions  from  all  over 
the  world.  Approximately  one-fourth  of 
the  cost  must  still  be  raised  —  an  amount 
in  U.S.  currency  of  about  $480,000. 
However,  the  work  will  be  completed  and 
the  Chapel  reopened  for  worship  just  200 
years  after  the  first  service  of  worship. 
YOU  can  be  there! 

Recent  mailings  from  the  World 
Methodist  Council  to  each  local  church 
have  included  invitations  to  churches 
and  individuals  for  donations  to  the 
restoration  fund. 

Wesley’s  Chapel  reopens  on  Sunday, 
November  5th,  for  regular  worship.  On 
that  day,  Methodists  around  the  world 
who  cannot  be  present  in  London  are 
invited  to  celebrate  the  "Festival  of  the 
Open  Door."  By  raising  the  penetrating 
question,  “Why  do  we  open  the  doors  of 
our  church?",  local  congregations  will  be 
challenged  to  reach  out  in  new  ways  in 
opening  their  doors  to  God,  taking  a 
Christian  witness  to  their  neighbors,  and 
sharing  redemptive  love  with  all 
persons. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
comments,  “In  the  ‘Festival  of  the  Open 
Door,'  we  will  be  joining  Methodists 
around  the  world  on  November  5th  in 
worship  and  in  seeking  a.  new.  -Spirit 
dedication  together.  As  we  open  our 
doors  on  this  day,  we  reaffirm  our 
commitment  to  proclaim  the  Faith  in  our 
world  today." 

Some  ideas  for  local  church 
development  of  the  “Festival"  are: 

To  plan  an  Order  of  Worship  centered 
around  the  theme  of  the  "Open  Door." 


This  will  parallel  the  Order  of  Service 
that  will  be  used  in  opening  the  doors  of 
the  renovated  Wesley’s  Chapel. 

Scripture  readings,  such  as  Isaiah 
60:1-5,  10-14;  Revelation  3:7-13  and  John 
10:1-10  might  be  chosen. 

The  great  Charles  Wesley  hymns:  “O 
For  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing,” 
"Rejoice  the  Lord  is  King,"  “O  Jesus, 
Thou  Art  Standing,"  "Ye  Servants  of 
God,  Your  Master  Proclaim,"  “Jesus 
Shall  Reign,”  carried  the  message  of  the 
evangelical  revival  of  the  18th  Century 
and  can  speak  mightily  to  us  today. 

A  focus  on  the  “Open  Door"  is  the 
preaching.  Applying  the  theme  to  the 
open  doors  of  the  specific  local  church 
and  the  challenge  to  open  those  doors  in 
new  ways  (Suggestive  sermon  notes  on 
this  theme  and  a  copy  of  the  Order  of 
Service  to  be  used  at  Wesley’s  Chapel 
can  be  obtained  by  writing  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  P.O.  Box  518,  Lake 
Junaluska,  NC  28745.) 

A  call  to  response:  at  the  close  of  the 
sermon,  many  churches  will  use  a 
special  “Act  of  Dedication"  bulletin 
insert,  prepared  for  the  "Festival  of  the 
Open  Door."  (Available  from  "The 
Upper  Room,"  1908  Grand  Avenue, 
Nashville,  TN  37203.  The  cost  is  $3.50  per 
100  plus  50c  handling  and  postage).  This 
attractive  insert  pictures  both  the 
interior  and  exterior  of  Wesley’s  Chapel, 
contains  a  reproduction  of  one  of  the 
most  famous  portraits  of  John  Wesley, 
and  contains  the  text  for  the  "Act  of 
Dedication." 

As  an  alternative  to  devoting  the  entire 
service  to  the  "Open  Door”  theme,  a 
minister  may  simply  take  three  to  five 
minutes  following  his/her  sermon  to  lead 
the  entire  congregation  in  the  “Act  of 
Dedication." 

Symbolically,  some  pastors  may  lead 
their  congregations  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  service  through  open  doors  into  the 
street,  pronouncing  the  closing  prayer  in 
the  open  air,  reminiscent  of  John 

the  formative  years  of  the  Methodist 
movement.  Others  will  have  the 
benediction  more  conventionally  in  the 
sanctuary. 

Participation  in  the  "Festival  of  the 
Open  Door"  is  being  sought  in  the  United 
States  through  the  American  Section  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 


Around  the  Conference 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  McVay,  newly  assigned  to  First  United 
Eunice,  were  honored  June  11  at  a  reception  organized  by 
Francois. 

A  special  guest  at  the  reception  was  the  McVay 's  daughter. 
McNeese  State  University,  Lake  Charles.  Shown  are  Dr.  James 
the  official  board ;  Mrs.  Judy  Francois ;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  McVay 
Renee'. 


Methodist  Church  in 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Jimmy 

Renee',  a  student  at 
Moore,  chairman  of 
and  their  daughter, 


ML  Zion  UMC 

Among  the  many  activities  at  Hartzell 
Mt.  Zion  UMC.  Slidell  in  the  last  month 
was  a  STUDENT'S  DAY  June  11. 
Graduating  seniors  recognized  as 
pictured  at  left  were  Michael  Alfred,  All 
State  Tackle:  Shelia  Washington.  Janine 
Porter,  and  Aldrin  Eden,  all  honor 
students.  Bibles  were  presented  by  the 
MYF  to  each  graduate.  A  banquet 
honoring  two  H.S.  athletes,  Michael  Al¬ 
fred  and  Erick  Harrison,  was  given  by 
the  UMYF.  Alfred  has  a  full  Athletic 
scholarship  to  Southern  University 

Camphor  UMC 

Other  observances  during  the  last 
month  have  been.  A  Family  Night 
planned  by  Attorney  &  Mrs.  Leonard 
Avery:  a  Mother's  Day  Observance;  A 
Senior  Citizens  Day  and  a  Father's  Day 
Program  with  a  special  message  given  by 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Perry,  pastor.  Handker¬ 
chiefs  were  given  to  all  fathers. 

June  5-9  76  children  out  of  an  84 
enrollment  attended  Vacation  Church 
School.  The  theme  was  "He  Has  Made 
Everything  Beautiful  in  It’s  Time."  The 
director  was  Miss  Idell  Vaultz  and  Mrs. 
Easter  Smith  co-director. 

May  28  the  Annual  Honor’s  Day 
program  for  high  school  seniors  was  held 
at  Camphor  Memorial  UMC,  New 
Orleans.  Students  honored  were:  Kim 
Armstrong,  Pam  Alexander,  Tory 
Glover,  Wanda  Kelly,  Deborah  London, 
Spyrie  Mays,  Michael  Robinson,  Alma 
Jean  Phillips,  Vicki  Vincent,  and  Marita 
Williams. 

The  UMYF  used  the  theme:  "For  We 
Walk  By  Faith  and  Not  By  Sight."  Rev. 
Willie  R.  Lafayette  was  the  speaker. 

A  Founder’s  Day  Program.  June  11, 
marked  the  commemoration  of  sixty-one 
years  of  Christian  service  for  the  church. 
The  theme  was:  “Committed  to  Christ  - 
Called  to  Change.  "  The  guest  soloist  was 
Mr.  Willie  Reese.  Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin, 
chaplain  of  Dixon  Correctional  Insti¬ 
tute,  preached  the  sermon.  Charter 
members  recognized  were  Mrs. Edna  F. 
Kelly.  Mrs.  Elnora  Evans,  Mrs.  Alma 
Curry  and  Mr.  Hartsel  Bradford.  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  R. Brantley,  lay  leader  for  10  years, 
was  also  recognized. 

Mrs.  Doris  Carter  was  program 
chairman.  Rev.  George  Calvin  is  pastor 


Rev.  William  Rowell,  the  new  pastor  at  Iowa  UMC  and  his  family  were  recently 
welcomed  at  a  family  night  supper. 
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Editorials 

Church  makes  difference  in 
efforts  to  curtail  formula  abuses 


Here  I  Stand 


The  church  must  help  jobless  persons 


Does  the  church  really  have  an  impact 
on  such  pressing  world  issues  as  hunger? 

Out  of  frustration  over  the  scope  of 
such  problems  it  sometimes  becomes 
tempting  to  say  “No."  Then  a  break¬ 
through  such  as  the  recent  decision  by 
the  Bristol-Myers  Corporation  to  end 
deceptive  advertising  techniques  in  the 
Third  World  gives  us  cause  to  rejoice. 

For  years  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  United  Methodist  agencies 
such  as  the  Women  s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  have  sought 
to  point  out  that  marketing  techniques 
used  by  various  corporations  to  sell 
infant  formula  in  underdeveloped 
nations  contribute  to  starvation  and 
suffering  and  should  be  eliminated. 

The  church  well-documented  its  case 
that  corporations  have  promoted  infant 
formula  as  being  preferable  to  breast 

Vacation  church 
school  is  vital 
ministry  effort 

In  a  world  as  complex  as  ours, 
opportunities  for  those  involved  in 
ministry  and  mission  to  see  the  clear, 
specific  effect  of  their  “prayers, 
presence,  gifts  and  service"  are  rare. 

While  occasionally,  such  as  in  the  case 
of  efforts  to  improve  marketing 
techniques  of  infant  formula  (see  related 
editorial),  we  are  able  to  see  precisely 
how  the  church  has  “made  a  difference,” 
many  times  the  influence  is  subtle  and 
hard  to  point  to. 

Local  congregations  across  our 
denomination  have,  will  or  are  taking 
part  in  just  such  an  immeasureable 
ministry  this  summer:  vacation  church 
school.  While  vacation  church  school 
may  have  moments  when  the  Christian 
growth  of  a  child  can  be  easily  seen,  most 
times  such  is  not  the  case. 

As  most  persons  who  work  with 
children  would  readily  agree,  the 
development  process  is  usually  a  slow 
and  veiled  process.  But  the  eventual 
cumulative  effect  that  the  loving, 
nurturing  environment  —  even  for  a 
single  week  in  vacation  church  school  — 
can  ultimately  have  on  the  life  of  an 
individual  is  filled  with  fantastic 
possibilities. 

We  praise  God  for  the  dedicated 
vacation  church  school  workers 
throughout  the  denomination  who  have 
given  their  time  and  abilities  to  this 
ministry  this  summer.  While  it  may  not 
be  as  glamorous  as  serving  as  a 
missionary  in  some  exotic  land,  it  is  as 
vital  a  mission  as  anyone  can  be  involved 
in. 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition  at 
La  Vale  UMC  in  Cumberland,  Maryland 
(Baltimore  Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  350  subscriber-families  at 
La  Vale  UMC  will  receive  a  special 
edition  of  TM/UMR  with  their  local 
church  news  printed  on  the  front  page, 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say 
“Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  newspaper  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  485,000 
readers  across  the  church  in  providing 
feedback  via  “Letters  to  the  Editor." 

To  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  "Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (the  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter).” 
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milk  in  nations  where  the  people  are  not 
prepared  to  adequately  use  the 
substitute.  Babies  have  died  because 
illiterate  mothers  made  the  powdered 
formula  with  impure  water,  or  watered- 
down  the  formula  for  financial  reasons  to 
a  point  where  the  infants  literally 
starved  to  death. 

The  formula  was  being  sold  not  only  as 
a  desirable  substitute  for  natural  feeding 
but  was  often  being  promoted  by 
“Mothercraft  Nuses"  who  dressed  like 
nurses  and  advised  use  of  the  formula,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  “nurses”  were 
actually  just  sales  personnel  promoting  a 
product. 

For  a  long  time  the  protest  over  the 
situation  was  carried  almost  single- 
handedly  by  the  church.  Eventually  a 
US.  Senate  sub-committee  began 
holding  hearings  in  the  matter. 
Information  gathered  by  Christian 
churches  has  proved  instrumental  in  the 
hearings. 

Although  the  situation  has  not  been 
entirely  solved,  and  abuses  are  still 
taking  place  in  many  parts  of  the  world, 
a  major  victory  has  taken  place  with  the 
announcement  by  Bristol-Myers  that  it 
will  "clean  up  its  act"  in  regard  to  its 
marketing  of  “Enfamil"  —  a  major 
infant  formula.  That  company  has 
agreed  to  quit  using  the  “Mothercraft 
Nurses"  and  to  take  precautions  that  its 
product  is  not  sold  as  a  preferable 
substitute  for  mother’s  milk. 

Does  the  church  make  a  difference? 
There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  this  case, 
church  pressure  has  given  life  to  babies 
who  otherwise  would  not  have  reached 
their  first  birthdays. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  ANDREW  WEAVER 

Joblessness  is  a  major  social  malaise. 
Joblessness  is  dehumanizing,  draining 
personal  dignity.  There  are  people  who 
wish  to  work  who  do  not  know  how  to  find 
work.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
church  to  face  this  issue.  With  a 
minimum  of  cost  and  time  our  church 
began  a  program  of  assistance  with 
encouraging  results  in  terms  of  both  the 
help  we  were  able  to  offer  and  the  benefit 
to  our  church  community  in  terms  of  new 
relationships  with  our  surrounding 
neighbors. 

Munger  Place  UMC  in  Dallas  is  an 
inner-city  congregation.  People  come  to 
us  each  day  for  emergency  help.  Last 
winter  we  took  the  initiative  to  look  at 
ways  we  could  assist  these  persons  with 
more  than  the  traditional  stop-gap 
measures  of  emergency  food  and  money. 
We  would  like  to  offer  some  of  our  ideas 
as  ways  other  congregations  could 
become  similarly  involved  with 
unemployed  people. 

ONE  :  Look  for  jobs  around  the  church. 
Don't  give  people  handouts;  give  them 
the  dignity  of  work.  Our  church,  like 
many,  needed  general  maintenance.  We 
took  a  survey  of  the  jobs  needed  and  put 
people  to  work.  If  you  don't  have 
maintenance  jobs,  start  projects  that  will 
need  workers.  Our  church  has  a 
community  garden  which  will  provide 
food  for  the  neighborhood  and  work  for 
the  needy. 

TWO:  Use  the  church  newspaper  to 
ask  members  for  work.  We  found  people 
who  needed  domestic,  painting  and  yard 
work.  One  young  woman  who  came  to  us 
badly  battered  and  emotionally 
distressed  found  steady  domestic  work 
and  just  as  importantly,  a  number  of 


families  who  became  her  friends.  As  a 
result,  she  became  an  active  part  of  our 
church  community.  This  is  one  of  many 
stories  of  the  ways  lay  persons  can 
become  involved  with  persons  in  need. 

In  addition,  ask  your  sister  churches  to 
help  by  putting  your  appeal  for  work  in 
their  papers.  One  of  the  largest  churches 
in  Dallas  (Highland  Park  UMC)  placed 
our  appeal  for  work  in  their  paper  with 
excellent  results.  We  had  companies 
calling  offering  jobs.  People  want  to  help 
if  you  will  ask! 

THREE:  Organize  a  painting  and/or 
window-washing  crew.  People  are  in 
constant  need  of  house  maintenance.  A 
painting  or  window-washing  crew  is  self- 
sustaining.  Moreover,  you  can  give  on- 
the-job  training  that  will  develop  a 
lifelong  skill.  We  found  a  capable 
supervisor  among  the  people  who  came 
to  our  church  for  emergency  help. 

Our  findings  are  that  people  will  come 
to  a  church  for  help  when  they  might  not 
go  elsewhere.  Moreover,  people  will  give 
work  to  a  church-sponsored  group  when 
they  might  not  do  so  for  someone  else. 

FOUR:  Find  a  builder  or  contractor 
willing  to  take  casual  laborers  on  your 
recommendations.  We  found  a 
contractor  who  has  given  us  considerable 
help. 

FIVE:  Ask  businesses  in  your  area  tc 
donate  funds  to  refurbish  the 
neighborhood.  Develop  a  proposal  to  be 
presented  to  business  persons  inviting 
them  to  sponsor  projects  in  the 
neighborhood.  This  money  would  be  used 
to  create  jobs  for  needy  persons  as  well 
as  to  rebuild  the  neighborhood.  Most 
likely  you  will  find  a  good  number  of 
older  people  who  are  no  longer  able  to 


maintain  their  property  and  could  use 
help. 

SIX:  Make  a  long-range  plan  to 
coordinate  the  needs  of  the  business 
people  in  your  church  to  give  jobs  to 
reliable  workers  you  will  find.  Have 
business  people  in  your  church  and  sister 
churches  let  you  know  their  needs  so  you 
can  assist  them  in  finding  needed 
workers.  Your  church  reference  for  able 
and  reliable  persons  who  may  have  lost 
their  previous  references  may  well 
provide  a  new  start  for  them. 

This  ministry  to  the  jobless  had 
remarkable  immediate  benefits  both  to 
those  who  came  to  seek  work  and  to  the 
church  community  itself.  We  gave  many 
people  a  renewed  sense  of  personal 
confidence  and  fulfillment.  We  built  a 
bridge  between  ourselves  and  the 
surrounding  neighborhood.  In  addition, 
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laypersons  had  a 
involvement  in  the  work  of  the  church. 
By  giving  people  in  need  work  at  their 
place  of  business  or  homes,  they  became 
personally  involved.  The  result  for  the 
church  as  a  whole  was  that  we  developed 
a  new  evangelistic  thrust  as  many  of  the 
people  we  assisted  came  to  be  a  part  of 
our  congregation.  Here  is  real  evidence 
that  the  church  can  assist  in  solving  the 
problem  of  joblessness,  and  moreover, 
that  Christian  social  action  is  actually 
evangelistic  if  properly  carried  out. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their,  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Andrew  Weaver,  is  associate  pastor  of 
Willow  Glen  UMC  in  San  Jose.  California 
fCalifornia-Nevada  Annual  Conference ). 


My  Witness 

Churches  can  save 
on  electricity  bills 


By  GENE  PARKS 

As  finance  chairman  of  the  Pharr 
United  Methodist  Church,  I  was 
concerned  about  the  tremendous  rise  in 
electricity  costs.  Not  only  did  our  church 
lose  its  former  discount,  but  the  cost  of 
electricity  has  more  than  doubled. 

To  evaluate  our  usage  of  energy,  I 
asked  the  local  power  company  if  they 
had  an  efficiency  engineer  that  could 
evaluate  our  energy  usage.  They  do  have 
and  he  and  I  spent  much  of  one  afternoon 


There  is  no  excuse  for  poor  visitation 


To  the  Editor: 

Rev.  Howard  Warren’s  June  23  “Here  I 
Stand"  article  is  a  valid  indictment  of  the 
current  pastoral  ministry.  There  is  no  bo¬ 
na  fide  excuse  for  this  continuing  failure! 

Pastoral  visitation  is  a  vital  part  of  the 
shepherding  care  of  the  church’s 
ministry!  We  serve  a  local  congregation 
as  an  agent  of  the  particular  conference 
to  which  we  belong!  We  serve  the  local 
congregation  as  a  result  of  a  “calling"  of 
the  Lord,  Himself!  Let  this  be  turned 
around  and  we  become  a  pawn  of  the 
conference  to  which  we  belong.  There  is 
no  nice  way  to  say  it!  As  such  a  “pawn," 
we  are  pulled  this  way  or  that  way  again 
by  the  power  exerted  by  the  conference 
administration. 

Pastoral  visitation  can  be  fun.  It  should 
be  educational;  it  ought  to  be  fruitful  in 
every  respect.  Here  are  a  few  thoughts 
from  my  own  “pastoral  log"  of 
visitations.  First  on  the  book  should  be 
the  care  of  the  shut-ins,  the  sick,  disabled 
and  any  other  realm  of  necessity.  The 
initial  visit  should  be  an  opportunity  to 
get  fully  acquainted  with  the  entire 
family.  Take  whatever  brief  notes  are 
necessary  to  provide  a  complete  check¬ 
list  of  pertinent  information:  birthdays, 
baptismal  dates,  recent  deaths, 
baptismal  prospects,  membership 
prospects,  talent  possibilities,  church 
family  interrelationships,  etc. 

Also,  the  pastor  should  be  concerned 
about  family  worship  attendance, 
Sunday  School  attendance  and  church 
support  in  general.  Try  to  get  hold  of 
personal  attitudes  toward  the  church  and 
especially  find  out  how  the  individual 
family  members  are  involved  in  the  local 
church  program.  Ask  about  the  children: 
are  they  baptized?  If  not,  why  not?  What 
is  the  feeling  of  the  person  toward  classes 
for  membership. 

Begin  making  up  rosters  as  follows: 

(1)  baptismal  prospects,  (2) 
membership  prospects,  (3)  home  Holy 
Communion  prospects  for  regularly 
scheduled  administration  of  the  Holy 
Sacrament.  Include  a  hospital’s  visita¬ 
tion  schedule  as  soon  as  the  first  individ¬ 
ual  is  named  on  the  list  as  being  hos¬ 
pitalized.  Inquire  of  others  known  to  be 
hospitalized. 

Keep  an  "open  mind  and  ear"  tor 
information  clearly  in  need  of  sermon 
treatment.  Often  good  material  for 
sermons  will  result  from  the 
conversations.  An  additional  "talent  for 
church  usage"  is  another  roster  highly 
useful  for  later  consideration. 

If  you  charge  that  this  is  an  "army” 
type  of  approach,  then  why  not?  Where 
else  does  an  army  administrative  clerk 
have  to  look  at  and  quickly  respond  to 
such  a  wide  range  of  personal  needs? 
Where  is  the  response  so  desperately 
needed  as  in  the  church’s  congregation? 
Even  more  so,  does  the  pastor  have  to 
respond  to  personal  need!  There  is  no 
other  way  we  now  know  of,  other  than  the 
pastoral  ministry  to  do  this  adequately.. 

Amen  and  amen  I  say  to  Rev.  Warren! 
Let’s  get  on  with  it  and  hopefully,  very 
soon.  C.  P.  Dalton 

Thomasville.  North  Carolina 

V isiting  needed 

To  the  Editor : 

The  Rev.  Howard  B.  Warren’s  “Here  I 
Stand"  article  in  the  June  23  issue  is  one 
of  the  finest  you  have  had.  If  not  the  most 
effective  way,  this  must  be  one  of  the 
most  effective  ways  a  minister  can  be  a 
pastor  to  his  people  (visiting  in  the 
home)  yet  many  do  not.  Rev.  Warren 
mentioned  a  man  visited  only  four  times 
in  twelve  years.  I  know  some  who  have 
not  been  visited  in  ten  or  twenty  years 
and  maybe  never. 

Rev.  Warren  makes  a  statement  about 
district  superintendents  failing  in  their 
administrative  duties  in  conferring  with 
preachers  about  their  weaknesses.  I 
work  for  a  company  where  we  are 
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evaluated  on  our  performance.  I  think 
district  superintendents  should  counsel 
preachers  on  their  performance. 

I  would  be  unfair  if  I  did  not  say  that,  of 
course,  there  are  many  wonderful 
preachers  who  do  visit.  I  have  had  them 
and  have  one  now.  But  the  feelings  Rev. 
Warren  expressed  are  widespread 
enough  that  they  should  have  the 
attention  of  every  pastor,  as  well  as  the 
bishop  and  district  superintendents. 

H.  B.  Day 
Baytown,  Texas 

Tax  structure  wrong 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  June  23  editorial  on 
Proposition  13  et  al,  I  miss  the  liberal 
voices  that  used  to  condemn  the  property 
tax  as  regressive  and  against  public 
policy  (in  that  it  penalized  the 
improvement  of  property ) . 

You  may  remember  that  local 
enrichment  of  public  schools  in 
California  was  recently  declared 
unconstitutional,  with  some  likelihood 
that  other  “extra"  public  services  under 
local  control  would  suffer  the  same  fate. 
This  situation  may  have  contributed  to 
the  California  revolt  against  higher  and 
higher  property  taxes. 

In  these  days  the  drive  for  equality 
calls  for  more  and  more  statewide  and 
federal  control  of  anything  enough 
people  want.  Paying  for  this  through  the 
“progressive"  graduated  income  tax 
directly  transfers  wealth  from  the  rich  to 
the  poor  while  at  the  same  time  reducing 
the  incentive  of  the  taxpayer  to  earn 
more. 

I  have  little  doubt  that  public 
expenditures  will  continue  to  increase  as 
those  who  get  continue  to  outnumber  and 
outvote  those  who  give  the  most. 

Richard  E.  Macklin 
Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee 

Editorial  miswed  point 

To  the  Editor : 

I  respect  TM/UMR  as  a  great 
newspaper  for  one  particular  trait  —  it 
presents  a  great  diversity  of  opinion. 

However,  I  feel  that  the  opinions 
expressed  and  questions  raised  in  the 
June  23  editorial  "Tax  revolt  presents 
questions  we  need  to  answer  as 
Christians"  badly  misses  the  principal 
question  of  Christian  stewardship:  to 
whom  do  we  owe  our  strongest  allegiance 
—  Jesus  Christ  or  governmental  bodies? 
Do  I  pay  more  towards  social  programs 
through  taxes  or  through  the  church? 
What  this  country  needs  is  an  army  of 
Christians  who  will  say,  "Reduce  my 
taxes  by  $2.00  and  I  wijl  give  $3.00  to  the 
work  of  the  Lord." 

Instead,  we  seem  to  have  the 
philosophy  that  it  is  unchristian  to  cut 
governmental  social  programs.  “Waste" 
and  "fat"  are  not  the  only  problems  with 
many  moral  sounding  “help  the 
unfortunate  people"  programs.  Many 
appear  not  to  have  the  Lord’s  blessing, 
and  if  so,  will  not  work.  Many  programs 
(like  Food  Stamps,  235  Housing  and 
Medicaid)  have  a  moral  issue  attached. 


but  in  reality  are  making  some  special 
interest  group  rich.  Our  history  of  ever- 
expanding  government  proves  that  the 
only  way  to  flush  out  these  problems  is  a 
peaceful  taxpayer’s  revolt!  Ever- 
increasing  transfer  payments  will  not 
make  a  sick  country  well.  If  Christ's 
church  would  handle  more  of  the  social 
programs,  much  better  stewardship 
would  prevail. 

We  should  not  be  our  “brother’s 
keeper"  through  taxing  bodies.  If  a 
Christian  strongly  feels  the  need  for 
helping  his  brother,  he  should  not  lobby 
for  a  government  grant.  Many  non¬ 
believers  hate  paying  taxes  to  support 
programs  for  which  Christians  feel  a 
“moral  need."  A  much  stronger  witness 
is  to  handle  significant  programs  with 
funds  freely  given,  not  forceably  taken. 

I  applaud  the  courage  of  Californians 
with  Proposition  13.  What  a  wonderful 
way  of  saying  to  the  retired,  those 
suddenly  stricken  or  a  laid  off  bread 
winner  that  his  fear  of  losing  his  home  is 
now  materially  lessened.  I  hope 
Californians  and  others  around  the 
country  realize  that  cutting  one  area 
( property  taxes)  could  lead  to  a  miriad  of 
new  and  hithertofore  unheard-of  taxes  to 
fill  the  gap. 

May  all  Christians  choose  their 
governmental  leaders  wisely  when  the 
time  of  reckoning  (revenue  and 
appropriations  balancing)  rolls  around.  I 
pray  that  all  taxes  be  open  and  above 
board  so  each  citizen  knows  what  part  of 
the  government’s  grand  and  wonderful 
plans  he  must  bear.  No  hidden  taxes  and 
no  "buy  now— pay  later”  schemes  are 
needed  at  this  point  in  our  country's 
history.  Above  all,  let  the  honesty  and 
serious  concern  of  all  Christians  shine. 

David  George  Clay 
Rockford,  Illinois 

Missionary  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Accusations  of  Rev.  Ken  Enright  —  our 
missionary  in  Zaire  since  1950  as  an 
informant  for  the  CIA  by  Charles 
Hightower  on  the  basis  of  what  your 
paper  reported  is  ridiculous.  Rev. 
Enright  clearly  says  that  when  the  CIA 
asked  for  a  briefing  he  told  them  to 
“jump  in  the  lake.” 

Dr.  Bivens  should  think  long  and  hard 
before  he  pronounces  any  judgment  on 
Ken  Enright  or  he  may  succeed  where 
the  communists  have  failed  —  to  remove 
Ken  Enright  from  Zaire. 

Men  of  Ken  Enright’s  caliber  are 
desperately  needed  at  this  time  in  Zaire. 

Harry  M.  Straine  Jr. 

Sacramento,  California 
Roberts  project  praised 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  lady  not  really 
understanding  the  City  of  Faith 
(TM/UMR,  “Letters,"  June  30),  in  the 
Oral  Roberts  Medical  Center  the  patient 
will  be  treated  body  and  soul.  Everyone 
will  be  prayed  for.  It  will  benefit  unusual 
medical  problems  for  people  from  any 
location. 


Some  people  have  prayer  groups  to 
“pray  them  through,"  but  most  people 
don’t.  We  were  at  ORU  for  a  seminar  in 
May.  You  feel  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
everywhere.  You’d  get  well  quicker  in 
that  kind  of  atmosphere. 

Doris  Greig 

Leonardtown,  Maryland 

But  not  in  Tulsa 

To  the  Editor: 

The  June  30  issue  of  TM/UMR  carried 
an  interesting  letter  to  the  editor  by  Mrs. 
Charles  H.  Broadhead  of  Leesburg, 
Florida,  in  which  she  described  Oral 
Roberts’  proposed  hospital  in  Tulsa  as 
wasteful. 

There  are  many  people  throughout  the 
United  States  who  feel  that  the  plan 
offers  a  combination  of  prayer  and 
medicine  which  should  be  permitted.  Of 
course,  there  are  businesses  in  Tulsa 
which  would  like  the  additional  money 
spent  in  Tulsa.  There  are  also  many 
people,  especially  in  Tulsa,  who  feel  that 
political  pressure  was  brought  to  force 
the  “City  of  Faith"  upon  Tulsa.  Some 
even  say  that  it  is  a  proposed  showy 
monument  to  one  man’s  ego, 
unbecoming  to  the  name  of  the  lowly 
Babe  of  Bethlehem. 

Both  sides  must  agree  we  have  great 
hospitals  in  Tulsa.  I  have  been  a  patient 
and  have  visited  numerous  ill  friends  and 
loved  ones  in  Tulsa  over  the  years.  The 
care  is  superb;  the  atmosphere  is  warm, 
prayerful  and  helpful.  Perhaps  there  is 
some  other  city  which  does  need  the 
hospital  and  where,  without  any  kind  of 
pressure,  the  duly  constituted  authorities 
would  gladly  certify  the  need  for  it.  If  the 
majority  of  people  in  that  city  want  it,  I 
feel  sure  that  thousands  of  Tulsans  would 
join  me  in  doing  everything  we  could  to 
help  establish  the  project  there.  This 
would  sound  to  me  like  a  true  answer  to 
God’s  voice. 

Congratulations  to  you  for  encouraging 
spiritual  growth  through  constructive, 
loving  dissent.  Carl  M.  White 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


studying  our  church.  We  found  several 
serious  areas  of  energy  loss. 

I  will  list  our  discoveries  and  give 
comments  on  each,  not  attempting  to  list 
them  in  importance; 

(1)  Approximately  Vs  of  our  fluores¬ 
cent  lights  in  the  sanctuary  were  burned 
out.  This  type  of  bulb  uses  energy  when  it 
is  burned  out  unless  it  is  disconnected. 
We  replaced  not  only  the  bulbs,  but  in¬ 
stalled  new  fixtures.  It  made  such  an 
improvement  many  thought  we  had 
painted  the  sanctuary. 

(2)  Several  of  our  thermostats  were 
not  only  set  too  low,  but  they  were 
installed  in  very  poor  locations.  We  have 
not  changed  the  location,  but  have  raised 
the  summer  setting. 

(3)  A  very  serious  restriction  was 
discovered  in  the  return  air  from  our 
sanctuary,  as  well  as  very  poor 
distribution  of  air  to  our  choir  area.  Some 
of  our  members  were  able  to  double  the 
size  of  the  return  air  duct  and  install  a 
new  duct  to  the  choir  area. 

(4)  Our  social  room  air  conditioner 
system  pulls  return  air  from  the  kitchen 
and  the  two  kitchen  doors  should  always 
be  closed.  This  we  are  doing  and  this 
system  works  much  better.  We  were  told 
not  to  let  outside  air  mix  with  our  cycle 
unless  controlled. 

(5)  We  have  eight  wall  fans  in  the 
sanctuary  dating  to  the  era  before  our 
chilled  water  system.  We  were  told  that  a 
substantial  saving  could  also  be  made  by 
turning  these  out  level  where  they  would 
blow  just  above  the  congregation  and 
raise  our  thermostat  setting  several 
degrees.  The  fans  cost  approximately  8 
cents  to  run  one  and  a  half  hours.  The 
energy  savings  could  be  considerable. 

At  this  time  we  are  spending  $14,000 
rebuilding  our  air  conditioning  system. 
We  were  pleased  to  be  told  that  if  we 
were  installing  a  new  system  today  that 
the  system  we  have  and  are  rebuilding  is 
the  best  type  system  we  could  have. 
Doing  this  repair  in  the  warm  season 
will  let  us  all  appreciate  our  air 
conditioning  when  completed. 

To  our  surprise  and  disbelief,  this  past 
February  we  did  not  receive  our  light 
bill,  and  a  few  days  later  discovered  a 
power  company  employee  inspecting  our 
meter.  He  was  hesitant  to  inform  us  what 
he  was  doing  —  but  finally  let  the  cat  out 
of  the  bag.  We  had  saved  so  much  on  our 
power  bill,  he  was  checking  to  see  if  we 
had  installed  a  bypass  on  the  meter. 

This  result  will  surely  let  our  members 
enjoy  setting  their  thermostats  a  little 
higher  in  the  summer  and  a  little  lower  in 
the  winter. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Gene  Parks, 
is  a  member  of  Pharr  UMC  in  Pharr, 
Texas. 


Ministry 

amidst 
conflict 


Conflict  in  the  Middle  Eost  hos  left  o  greof  number  of  children  fatherless  With¬ 
out  compensation  or  other  income,  morhers  most  often  ore  unoble  ro  support 
their  families. 

UMCOR.  working  through  rhe  Society  of  Inosh  El-Usro  is  ministering  to  mony 
of  these  children  UMCOR  Child  Support  funds  help  provide  core  for  these  boys 
ond  girls  in  their  own  homes,  msteod  of  seporotmg  them  from  their  families 
in  on  institution 

More  than  500  children  ore  owaitmg  sponsorship  by  the  Society  The  average 
onnuol  support  cost  for  on  elementary  school  child  is  $500  Your  gift  con  help 
UMCOR  continue  its  ministry  of  love  ond  concern. 


Help  UMCOR  minister  amidst  conflict 


ADVANCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
UMCOR 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
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.  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  _ 


JULY  14,  1978 

1983  vote 
on  union 
predicted 

SHREVEPORT,  La.  (RNS)  -  If  a 
consensus  on  the  Christian  doctrine  of 
ministry  can  be  reached  at  the  1979 
plenary  session  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (COCU),  a  plan  for 
organic  union  may  be  sent  to  the  10 
participating  churches  by  1983,  COCU’s 
current  chairperson  said  here. 

In  a  report  to  the  118th  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.S.  (PCUS),  Dr.  Rachel  Henderlite 
strongly  affirmed  that  COCU  is  very 
much  “alive  and  well.” 

It  is,  the  retired  Presbyterian  educator 
said,  “the  major  attempt  the  Protestant 
churches  in  this  country  are  making 
today  to  participate  in  God’s  plan  for  the 
oneness  of  His  church.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
participated  in  COCU  since  its  inception 
in  1960. 

Dr.  Henderlite,  the  first  woman 
ordained  to  the  ministry  in  her 
denomination,  denied  that  COCU’s 
decision  five  years  ago  to  “live  our  way 
toward  union,”  rather  than  push  for 
adoption  of  a  formal  plan,  constituted  a 
retreat.  “Many  of  the  73  union  churches 
formed  since  1910  have  taken  a  full 
generation,”  she  said. 

“The  Church  of  South  India  took  40 
years.  In  the  case  of  the  Uniting  Church 
of  Australia,  which  came  into  existence 
last  summer,  it  has  been  80  years  since  it 
was  first  mentioned  as  a  possibility.” 

Conference 
calls  board 
to  sensitivity 

ATLANTA  (RNS)  —  National  agencies 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
particularly  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  its  subsidiaries,  have 
been  admonished  by  the  denomination’s 
North  Georgia  conference  to  recognize 
and  appreciate  “the  vast  diversity  of 
convictions  sincerely  held  by  the  people 
called  Methodists.” 

In  a  resolution  passed  at  its  annual 
session  here,  the  conference  asked  the 
national  agencies  to  “be  sensitive  to  the 
fact  that  they  are  established  as 
instruments  of  local  congregations.” 

The  North  Georgia  conference  said 
that  while  the  general  agencies  “do  not 
speak  and  act  for  all  United  Methodists 
in  specific  instances,  their  pronounce¬ 
ments  are  in  effect  received  publicly  and 
politically  as  the  position  of  United 
Methodism.’’ 

Under  UM  polity,  only  the  quadrennial 
General  Conference  can  claim  to 
represent  the  denomination  as  a  whole. 
The  national  agencies  have  indicated  on 
several  occasions  that  their  policy 
statements  are  directed  to  the  church, 
and  not  intended  to  speak  for  it. 

Church  college 
bucks  trend, 

nixes  alcohol 

LEMARS,  Iowa  —  Bucking  a  trend  of 
many  colleges  today,  United  Methodist 
-related  Westmar  College  here  has 
banned  alcoholic  beverages  on  campus 
or  at  college  sponsored  off-campus 
events. 

President  Ben  F.  Wade  said, 
“Westmar  College  is  a  Christian  caring 
community.  Taking  a  stand  for 
abstinence  from  alcohol  is  one  of  the 
ways  we  can  demonstrate  that  caring  for 
persons  is  part  of  Westmar’s  long¬ 
standing  distinctiveness.” 

The  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethern  Church  college  since  1973  has 
allowed  alcohol  to  be  consumed  in 
dormitory  rooms.  In  making  the  change 
the  board  of  trustees  cited  the 
seriousness  of  alcohol  abuse  in  the  U.S., 
the  inappropriateness  of  alcohol  in  an 
educational  atmosphere,  and  the  clear 
preference  of  the  United  Methodist 
tradition  for  abstaining  from  the  use  of 
alcohol. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARSHFIELD,  Mo.  —  An  engineer’s 
witness  for  Christ  here  will  make  mission 
work  in  Rhodesia  considerably  easier 
later  this  summer  for  a  missionary 
couple  who  will  now  be  able  to  travel  by 
TR-AG. 

A  TR-AG  (Transportation-Agricul¬ 
ture)  truck  is  not  your  common  everyday 
vehicle.  But  the  transportation  needs  of 
Arthur  and  Esther  Kanonuhwa  are  not 
common  either.  And  the  efforts  to  solve 
their  problem  by  Earl  L.  Miner,  active 
layperson  at  Marshfield  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  here,  are  decidedly 
uncommon,  reports  a  recent  article  in 
the  Missouri  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

It  all  started,  says  the  article,  when  the 
Kanonuhwas  visited  the  Marshfield 
church  in  January  and  noted  that  they 
had  no  way  to  visit  their  ten  churches  in 
Rhodesia  except  on  foot.  Several 
members  of  the  church’s  United 
Methodist  Men’s  (UMM)  group  —  Earl 
Miner  included  —  began  to  ask,  “Isn’t 
there  some  way  we  can  help?” 

It  was  only  natural  that  Mr.  Miner 
would  find  the  way.  A  product  designer 
for  the  Detroit  Tool  Co.,  he  holds  28 
American  and  32  foreign  patents  on  such 
implements  as  garden  tractors  and 
tillers.  Mr.  Miner,  who  frequently  uses 
his  own  “road  rocket  for  Christ”  to 
witness  to  his  faith,  agreed  to  design  and 
custom-build  a  vehicle  which  would 
adapt  to  both  transporting  and  farming 
uses. 

As  Mr.  Miner  went  to  work  ,  the  UMM 
raised  the  necessary  $400  for  parts  and 
another  $400  for  shipping  costs  from 
Missouri  to  Rhodesia.  The  United 
Methodist  Cojqjnittee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  got  interested  in  the  machine 

MARSHFIELD, 

Mo.  —  A  young  wo¬ 
man  looks  over  the 
“Road  Rocket  for 
Christ”  designed 
and  built  by  Earl 
Miner,  a  United 
Methodist  layman 
at  Marshfield  UMC 
here.  Mr.  Miner 
uses  the  unique 
vehicle  in  his  Chris¬ 
tian  witnessing 
throughout  the 


and  is  hoping  to  establish  several  self-help 
factories  to  build  TR-AG  trucks  at  a  price 
small  farmers  can  afford. 

The  three-wheel  vehicle  has  front- 
wheel  drive  and  steering  and  looks  like  a 
combination  bicycle  and  ox-cart  that  is 
motorized,  reports  the  Missouri  UMR.  It 
is  easily  adaptable  from  a  three-wheel 
transporter  to  a  six-inch  tiller.  Other 
farm  implements  can  also  be  attached 
and  the  eight-horsepower  engine  can  be 
quickly  removed  for  pumping  water, 
grinding  grain  or  generating  electricity. 

The  advantages  of  the  project  are  just 
as  apparent  here  as  they  will  be  in  the 
mission  field,  reports  the  Rev.  Keith  T. 
Berry,  pastor  of  the  Marshfield  Church. 
UMM  have  discovered  “the  joy  of 
mission  in  helping  others,"  he  says. 

And  for  Mr.  Miner,  “It’s  my  way  of 
serving  the  Lord.  When  I  joined  this 
church,  I  told  Mr.  Berry  I  wanted  to 
serve  the  Lord  —  not  just  play  church.” 
Neither  Mr.  Miner  nor  the  Detroit  Tool 
Co.  will  receive  any  financial  gain  from 
the  project. 

Witnessing  for  Christ  isn’t  new  to  this 
engineer.  For  three  years  and  50,000 
miles,  he  has  travelled  Missouri’s 
highways  in  a  “road  rocket”  of  his  own 
design,  complete  with  a  silver  cross  for  a 
hood  ornament.  Using  the  roadster  to 
attract  attention,  he  tries  “to  talk  about 
God  on  a  one-to-one  basis”  everywhere 
he  goes. 

New  to  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Mr.  Miner  told  the  Missouri  UMR,  “I 
came  from  a  fundamentalist  back¬ 
ground.  I  promised  the  Lord  I’d  join  the 
first  church  that  treated  me  well.”  The 
Rev.  Keith  Berry,  he  added,  “serves  the' 
kind  of  church  I  wanted  to  join.” 


the  church  today 


Company  merger  pinned 
on  church  efforts 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Attorney  General  Griffin  B.  Bell 
acknowledged  here  that  the  Justice 
Department  decision  to  allow  a  merger 
of  two  large  but  struggling  steel 
companies  was  influenced  by  efforts  of 
religious  leaders  to  reopen  a  steel  plant 
in  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

“The  Department  of  Justice  is 
concerned  with  the  efforts  of  the 
Ecumenical  Coalition  to  acquire  certain 
facilities  in  the  Youngstown  area,”  Mr. 
Bell  said.  “While  we  cannot  judge 
whether  these  efforts  will  ultimately  be 
successful,  the  Justice  Department 
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views  the  coalition’s  efforts  as 
fundamentally  important.” 

His  statement  was  made  in  connection 
with  an  announcement  okaying  the 
creation  of  a  giant  steel  firm  through  the 
merger  of  two  conglomerates.  United 
Methodists  have  been  active  in  the 
Ecumenical  Coalition. 

Dismissed  ministry  official 
named  Boston  chaplain 

BOSTON  (RNS)  -  Dr.  Robert  Watts 
Thornburg,  who  is  being  released  as 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Division  of  the 
Ordained  Ministry,  has  been  appointed 
chaplain  of  Boston  University,  effective 
Sept.  1. 

Dr.  John  R.  Silber,  president  of  the 
United  Methodist-related  school,  said  the 
full-time  post  has  been  vacant  since  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Hammill  in 
February  1975.  The  chaplaincy  has  been 
filled  on  a  part-time  basis  since  then. 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  of 
which  the  ordained  ministry  board  is  a 
part,  said,  “I’m  pleased  to  hear  of  the 
appointment.  His  (Dr.  Thornburg’s)  gifts 
for  preaching  and  church  theology  will 
find  expression  in  Marsh  Chapel  (at  the 
University).” 

TV  monitoring  agency 
sets  Ford  boycott 

TUPELO,  Miss.  (RNS)  -  Fresh  from 
what  was  seen  as  a  “victory”  over  Sears, 

-•buck  &  Company,  the  National 

ederation  for  Decency  (NFD)  has 
announced  it  will  mount  a  boycott 
against  Ford  Motor  Company  because  of 
what  it  called  sponsorship  of  sex  and 
violence-oriented  television  program¬ 
ming. 

Sears,  Roebuck  announced  in  mid-May 
that  it  was  withdrawing  its  advertising 
from  “Charlie’s  Angels,”  “Three’s 
Company,”  "Six  Million  Dollar  Man” 
and  “Barnaby  Jones.” 

NFD  Executive  Director  Donald  E. 
Wildmon  said  “Ford  has  the  second 
poorest  policy”  for  sponsorship  of 
programs  with  sexually  explicit,  profane 
or  violent  content. 


‘Pioneers’  urge  sex  study 

UMC  must  face  the  need ,  say  conference  leaders 


MARSHFIELD,  Mo.  —  Design  engineer  Earl  Miner  (wearing  white  shirt) 
demonstrates  the  TR-AG  truck  he  designed  for  use  in  Rhodesia  to  onlookers  during 
the  recent  session  of  the  Missouri  West  Annual  Conference.  The  vehicle,  which  will  be 
taken  back  to  Rhodesia  by  UM  missionaries  Arthur  and  Esther  Kanonuhwa,  was 
designed  for  both  agricultural  and  transportation  purposes. 

PHOTOS  BY  JAMES  H.  STEELE 

Engineer  designs 
‘TR-AG’ for  mission 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Young  or  old,  married 
or  single,  clergy  or  laypersons,  United 
Methodists  need  help  in  understanding 
their  own  sexuality  in  today’s  society,  a 
dozen  church  “pioneers”  in  sexuality 
training  declared  here  late  last  month. 
They  appealed  to  the  church  to  face  that 
need  and  open  doors  too  long  closed  to 
sexuality  study  from  a  Christian 
perspective. 

The  UM  Social  Principles  call  church- 
persons  to  understand  sexuality  as  “a 
good  gift  from  God,”  said  the  12  annual 
conference  leaders  who  held  a  two-day 
consultation  on  the  future  of  human 
sexuality  training  with  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff.  Yet  in  too  many 
places  in  the  church,  they  maintained, 
there  is  apathy  or  downright  resistance 
to  meeting  needs  some  people  would  like 
to  believe  don’t  exist. 

Sharing  a  broad  gamut  of  training 
experiences  their  conferences  already 
provide  for  local  churchpersons  (see 
related  story  on  this  page),  the 
geographic  mix  of  leaders  whose 
conferences  are  at  least  minimally 
involved  in  sexuality  training  called  on 
the  church  to  do  much  more.  They  want 
to  see: 

•  comprehensive  training  events 
developed  for  use  in  local  churches  for  all 
age-levels  across  the  lifespan,  from  pre¬ 
school  children  to  older  adults  ; 

•  a  theological  statement  on  sexuality 
in  the  context  of  the  Christian  faith  be 
prepared  for  the  1980  General 
Conference; 

•  general  board  help  for  annual 
conferences  in  setting  guidelines, 
training  and  certifying  leaders  and 
evaluating  events  in  human  sexuality 
training; 

•  new  ways  to  help  annual  conferences 
see  the  urgency  of  such  ministries  — 
especially  those  30  or  more  conferences 
which  still  provide  no  sexuality 
education  at  all. 

They  called  for  an  expanded  role  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  to  serve  as  a 
clearing  house  for  information  and 
resources  for  conferences  and  local 
churches.  That  role  has  diminished 
recently  after  a  number  of  sexuality 
training  courses  were  developed  by  that 
office  in  the  ’60s  and  early  ’70s,  Dr.  Leon 
Smith,  who  convened  the  consultation, 
told  them.  “This  seems  to  be  a  crisis  time 
for  human  sexuality  training  in  the 
church,”  he  said,  adding  that  the 
consultation  was  called  because  “you 
need  to  share  the  good  things  you’re 
doing  and  also  assess  the  needs  that  exist 
in  your  churches.” 

Dr.  Smith  chairs  a  Discipleship  staff 
task  force  on  human  sexuality  training 
brought  together  informally  to  assist 
annual  conferences  as  needed. 

In  shirtsleeve  sessions  participants 
grappled  with  basically  two  main 
concerns:  (1)  How  can  the  church  be 
convinced  that  sexuality  education  is  its 
job  —  and  an  urgent  one  at  that?  (2) 
Unless  the  church  is  already  convinced 
and  willing  to  support  sexuality 
programs,  how  can  sound  leadership  be 
trained  and  certified  and  credibility  be 
established  for  a  ministry  which  is 
admittedly  still  seen  as  different  and 
often  suspect? 

People  are  already  learning  sexuality 
somewhere,  they  agreed.  The  church 


should  be  the  place  they  can  learn  it 
properly. 

“Yet  to  many  persons,  sex  is  a  private 
business,”  said  Dr.  Charles  Courtoy, 
Tampa,  Fla,  longtime  leader  in  sexuality 
education  who  helped  develop  programs 
for  senior  high  students  as  a  staff- 
member  of  the  old  Board  of  Education. 
Or,  he  said,  “they  erroneously  believe 
sex  is  dirty  and  the  church  has  no 
business  dealing  with  it.”  Or,  especially 
some  parents  of  young  persons  think  “if 
you  teach  them  about  sex,  they  will  go 
out  and  experiment.” 

Credibility  is  a  real  concern  with 
churchpersons,  the  Rev.  Tom  Camp, 
Atlanta,  noted.  “People  are  afraid  you’re 
going  to  teach  that  ‘anything  goes,’  ”  he 
told  the  group. 

Attitudes  can  be  changed.  Dr.  Courtoy 
and  others  agreed.  “I  have  never  known 
a  single  person  who  actually  participated 
in  a  sexuality  weekend,  for  example,  to 
be  unhappy  with  it,”  he  said. 
Conferences  which  have  strict 
certification  standards  for  training 
leaders  and  constantly  work  on  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  local  church  community 
can  overcome  the  fears  of  most  persons, 
he  believes. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Shearer,  conference 
council  director  in  Central  Pennsylvania 
and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  told  TM/UMR  he  is 
“tremendously  impressed  with  the 


quality  and  commitment  of  the  young 
persons  trained  and  working  in  the  field 
of  human  sexuality.”  He  does  believe, 
however,  that  efforts  to  draw  support  for 
sexuality  training  must  be  “broadly- 
based.  Everyone  from  conference 
leaders  to  bishops  to  pastors  to  parents  of 
young  children  must  be  involved.” 

Spreading  opportunities  for  such 
training  more  evenly  across  the  church 
was  another  clear  concern  of  the 
consultation.  A  recent  informal  survey  of 
annual  conferences  indicated  only  one- 
half  of  the  56  conferences  responding 
have  developed  a  process  of  certifying 
leaders  and  only  two-thirds  have 
assigned  a  person  or  committee  to  be 
responsible  for  such  training,  according 
to  Bill  Wolfe,  a  member  of  the  staff  task 
force.  Comments  from  the  conferences, 
Mr.  Wolfe  said,  ranged  from  active 
concern  to  a  belief  that  “no  one  person  or 
group  ( in  our  conference)  has  considered 
this  to  bean  issue.” 

Other  concerns  to  be  dealt  with,  the 
group  agreed,  are  (1)  the  need  for  more 
laypersons  to  become  trained  as 
sexuality  event  leaders;  (2)  the  need  to 
impact  ethnic  churches ;  ( 3 )  aid  for  small 
or  rural  churches  which  may  not  be  able 
to  afford  sexuality  events  and  resources; 
and  (4)  interpretation  across  the  church 
of  sexuality  as  more  than  just  “sex”  but 
rather  as  “something  which  is  a  part  of 
all  we  are." 


Many  local  churches 
offer  sex  education 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Despite  pockets  of 
resistance  across  the  church  to  dealing 
with  sexuality  education,  a  recent 
consultation  on  the  future  of  human 
sexuality  training  learned  that  many 
United  Methodist  churches  are  helping 
their  members  study  “what  it  means  for 
a  Christian  to  be  a  sexual  being.” 

In  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference, 
more  than  100  churches  have  held 
sexuality  weekend  events,  with  the  help 
of  231  trained  leaders  and  a  conference 
budget  of  some  $13,000  —  largest 
committee  budget  in  the  conference. 
Eleanor  Bartlett,  who  chairs  a 
conference  committee  providing 
sexuality  training  for  persons  across  the 
lifespan,  says  the  Oklahoma  conference 
backed  its  support  with  a  quadrennial 
plan,  convinced  that  for  Christians  “it’s  a 
freeing  experience  to  own  one’s  sexuality 
in  order  to  care  for  oneself  and  others.  ” 

One  secret,  Ms.  Bartlett  believes,  is  a 
stringent  method  for  certifying  leaders 
and  a  requirement  that  the  local  church 
coordinator  for  any  sexuality  training 
event  also  be  trained. 

In  Florida,  where  some  of  the  church's 
earliest  training  events  for  young 
persons  were  held  in  the  1950s,  53  persons 
are  currently  trained  to  lead  events  for 
junior  high,  mid  high,  and  senior  high 
student  and  for  young  adults.  Now  being 
tested,  says  conference  committee 
chairperson  Dr.  Charles  Courtoy,  is  a 
course  called  “Sex  Education  in  the 
Home:  a  Positive  Approach  for 
Parents.”  The  course  offers  studies 
ranging  from  biblical  perspective  to 
anatomy  to  male  and  female  roles  and 
how  to  discuss  sex  with  one’s  children. 


Church  called  to  help 
rescue  family  in  crisis 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  The  American  family 
is  in  crisis,  a  family  planning  expert 
warned  a  United  Methodist  consultation 
on  human  sexuality  training  here  late 
last  month.  The  church  and  other 
community-based  institutions  can’t 
afford  further  delay  in  coming  to  its 
rescue. 

“I  worry  when  I  hear  you  making  plans 
even  for  as  far  away  as  1980,”  said  Perry 
McDonald,  community  education  worker 
for  Planned  Parenthood  in  Nashville. 

Urging  the  church  sex  educators  to  be 
a  strong  force  in  their  communities  for 
both  sound  information  and  values 
clarification,  Ms.  McDonald  tossed  a 
barrage  of  statistics  at  them  to  illustrate 
the  dimensions  of  the  crisis. 

•  One  million  U.  S.  teenagers  were 
pregnant  last  year.  Birth  to  teenagers 
comprise  one-fifth  of  all  births  today. 

•  The  greatest  increase  in  illegitimate 
births  is  among  young  teens  (ages  12  to 
15)  —  up  75  percent  in  the  past  few  years. 
The  mortality  rate  for  babies  born  to 
mothers  in  that  age-group  is  much  higher 
than  in  any  other. 

•  A  strong  correlation  exists  between 
early  pregnancy  and  permanent  poor 
health  and  poverty. 

•  More  than  300,000  children  today  do 
not  live  in  homes  with  their  own  parents ; 
100,000  are  in  foster  homes. 

•  Reported  cases  of  child  abuse  run  as 
high  as  3,000  per  month.  Two  or  three 
children  are  killed  daily  by  their  own 
parents. 

•  The  U.S.  has  the  highest  divorce  rate 
in  the  world:  38  percent  of  all  first 
marriages  end  in  divorce,  44  percent  of 
all  second  marriages. 

Admitting  that  “the  news  isn’t  all  bad” 
—  the  divorce  rate  may  be  levelling  off 
and  98  percent  of  all  children  do  live  with 
at  least  one  parent  —  Ms.  McDonald 
noted  that  persons  who  live  together  also 
desperately  need  help  in  improving  the 
quality  of  their  lives  and  relationships. 

The  nature  of  the  American  family  has 
changed  drastically,  she  said.  Stresses 
may  have  come,  she  believes,  from  a 
number  of  factors :  ( 1 )  the  financial  cost 


of  raising  children  today;  (2)  the 
diminishing  power  parents  feel  in  the 
face  of  outside  institutions;  (3)  the 
shifting  focus  of  marriage  from  being 
utilitarian  to  being  companionable;  (4) 
the  loss  of  role  by  parents  as  “instiller  of 
values,”  with  that  role  being  assumed  by 
educators. 

Relating  these  concerns  to  the  job  of 
church  sex  educators,  Ms.  McDonald 
told  participants  it  is  urgent  to  convince 
the  church  community  that  sex 
education  is  a  vital  component  in 
nurturing  human  relationships.  “People 
are  sexual  beings  from  Day  One,”  she 
said.  “To  help  them  understand  their 
sexuality  is  a  must." 

She  posed  several  “open  -  ended” 
questions  she  believes  must  be  asked  by 
churches  entering  the  arena  of  sex 
education:  Does  the  state  require  sex 
education  —  and  what  does  that 
education  include?  At  what  point  in  the 
lifespan  of  a  person  can  the  church  have 
the  greatest  impact?  How  can  the  church 
constantly  evaluate  what  it  is  teaching? 
What  role  should  the  church  take  in 
affecting  the  sexuality  laws  of  the 
community? 


A  human  identity  task  force 
established  in  the  Nebraska  conference 
in  1976  is  moving  “at  a  very  deliberate 
pace”  toward  a  range  of  courses  by  1982, 
reports  the  Rev.  Lowen  Kruse  of  Lincoln. 
With  courses  now  available  for  junior 
highs  and  adults,  senior  highs  and  older 
adults  will  be  added  by  1980  and  older 
elementary  children  by  1981.  All  involve 
extensive  training  of  leaders. 

Events  and  resources  are  planned 
around  three  goals,  Mr.  Kruse  says:  (1) 
helping  persons  make  Christian 
commitments  and  show  Christian  values 
in  their  decisions;  (2)  ministering  to 
persons  in  decisive  stages  in  life;  and  (3) 
supporting  them  as  they  set  and  evaluate 
alternate  patterns  related  to  Christian 
living.  “Sexuality  is  part  of  a  broader 
question  of  identity,”  he  told  participants 
in  the  consultation. 

“The  Role  of  Sex  in  Christian  Living” 
for  junior  high  students  and  their  parents; 
has  been  a  popular  event,  primarily  in 
the  Houston  area  of  the  Texas 
conference,  says  the  Rev.  Wayne 
McCleskey  Jr..  He  reports  that  60 
percent  of  all  events  are  held  in  non- 
United  Methodist  churches.  Texas 
conference  leaders  have  recently  been 
recruited  as  human  sexuality 
consultants  for  a  clinic,  primarily  for 
black  persons,  getting  underway  at 
Baylor  University  in  Waco,  he  says. 

In  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
conference  where  “we’ve  only  just 
begun,”  says  the  Rev.  Larry  Hof  of 
Chalfont,  sexuality  training  thus  far  has 
been  a  part  of  marriage  enrichment 
seminars  for  clergy  and  their  spouses.  A 
task  force  on  marriage  enrichment  is 
now  working  with  the  conference’s 
Council  on  Adult  and  Family  Ministries 
to  broaden  the  base  of  such  ministries,  he 
adds. 

Lost  child  not 
confused  about 
her  church 

LITTLE  ELM,  Tex.  -  When  four- 
year-old  Jennifer  Farmer  got  lost 
from  her  home  here  recently,  she  was 
too  frightened  and  crying  too  hard  to 
give  out  much  information.  But  she 
was  clear  about  one  thing:  she  was  a 
United  Methodist. 

After  Jennifer  was  found  wandering 
on  a  nearby  street  and  brought  to  City 
Hall  by  a  helpful  citizen,  reports 
Police  Department  secretary  Carla 
Chadwick,  “I  asked  if  she  could  point 
out  her  home  and  she  nodded  *yes.” 

So  Patrolman  Bill  Devlin  and  Mrs. 
Chadwick  took  her  for  a  ride  in  a 
squad  car. 

Not  a  word  came  from  Jennifer 
until  they  passed  Colony  United 
Methodist  Church.  “That’s  my 
church!  ”  the  child  exclaimed. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Denton,  pastor,  was 
called.  He  recognized  Jennifer  and 
she  was  immediately  taken  home  to 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Norman  Adeler, 
according  to  the  local  newspaper,  the 
Colony  Courier,  which  reported  the 
incident. 


Charismatic  renewal  Wesleyan? 


DUBLIN,  Ireland  (UMC)  -  There  is 
an  increasing  belief  among  Catholic 
charismatics  that  Methodism’s  founder 
John  Wesley  set  the  stage  for  today’s 
resurgence  of  interest  in  the  Holy  Spirit, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Ross  E.  Whetstone, 
who  recently  participated  in  an 
international  charismatic  conference 
here. 

Dr.  Whetstone,  a  faculty  member  at 
Scarritt  College  in  Nashville  and 
executive  director  of  the  new  United 
Methodist  Renewal  Services  Fellowship, 
was  among  a  delegation  of  30  United 
Methodists  who  attended  the 
“International  Conference  on  the 
Charismatic  Renewal  in  the  Catholic 
Church.”  More  than  20,000  persons, 
including  2,000  from  North  America, 
attended  the  event. 

The  United  Methodist  group  was  led  by 


Dr.  Whetstone,  Dr.  Robert  G.  Tuttle  of 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary  in 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  and  Marie  Roy,  a 
writer  and  editor  for  Ron  Kerr 
Associates  in  Nashville.  Ms.  Roy  edits 
“Manna,”  the  bi-monthly  newsletter  of 
the  new  United  Methodist  Charismatic 
fellowship. 

“There  was  an  obvious  awareness 
among  the  Catholics  that  John  Wesley 
made  a  unique  contribution  to 
Protestantism  at  the  point  of 
emphasizing  the  continuing  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  beyond  conversion,”  Dr. 
Whetstone  said.  “Time  after  time,  in  the 
sharing  groups  and  workshops,  it  was 
said  that  Catholics  had  been  ‘ministered 
to’  by  Protestants  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  charismatic  renewal  move¬ 
ment.” 
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Theology  stirs  debate 

Take  liberation  theology  seriously,  say  theologians 


By  FRANK  MAUROVICH 
Religious  News  Service 

What  is  the  response  of  First  World 
churches  to  Third  World  theologies? 

Or,  more  specifically,  how  do  the 
churches  in  North  America  answer  the 
challenge  of  the  theology  of  liberation 
developed  principally  in  Latin  America 
but  utilized  also  in  Asia  and  Africa  in  the 
past  decade? 

Those  questions  were  raised  during  the 
mid- June  Theology  of  the  Americas 
conference  and  produced  a  surprisingly 
harmonious  response  from  the  200 
participating  Catholic  and  Protestant 
theologians,  educators  and  social 
activists.  A  conference  statement  called 
on  Christians  in  this  country  to  take 
theology  of  liberation  seriously  in 
working  out  more  radical  political 
alternatives  to  the  prevailing  western 
capitalist  system  and  in  confronting 
more  deeply  the  challenge  of  the  Gospel 
to  struggle  on  the  side  of  the  poor  and 
oppressed  for  social  justice. 

Although  the  theology  of  liberation 
developed  in  Latin  America  has  had 
important  Protestant  support  from  such 
theologians  as  Jose  Miguez  Bonino  and 
Rubem  Alvez,  it  has  been  largely  a 
Roman  Catholic  phenomenon.  The 
Theology  of  the  Americas  response, 
however,  was  broadly  ecumenical. 

Among  the  Protestant  theologians  in 
the  New  York  meeting  were  Robert 
McAfee  Brown,  James  Cone,  Beverly 
Harrison,  Douglas  Meeks  and  Robert 
Handy.  Catholic  theologians  included 
Gustavo  Gutierrez,  Joseph  Holland, 
Rosemary  Reuther,  Edward  Farrell  and 
Sergio  Torres. 

But  the  harmony  of  the  Theology  of 


himself  was  poor  and  identified  himself 
with  poor  and  marginated  people.” 

The  context  of  the  "social  Gospel” 
debate  is  new  but  not  the  controversy 
itself.  Many  of  the  liberation  theology 
concepts  —  and  objection  to  unbridled 
capitalism  —  were  expounded  in  the 
United  States  in  the  earlier  part  of  this 
century,  first  by  such  Protestant 
theologians  as  Walter  Rauschenbusch 
and  Washington  Gladden  and  later  by 
Reinhold  Niebuhr  and  Catholic  social 
activists  Father  Edward  McGlynn  and 
Msgr.  John  A.  Ryan. 


the  mystery  of  the  present  moment  and 
how  he  will  come  in  majesty  in  the  future. 

Many  churches,  especially  in  the  Third 
World,  see  the  fundamentalists’ 
emphasis  on  Christ’s  imminent  "second 
coming”  as  a  distraction  that  leads  a 
Christian  to  withdraw  from  the  world 
rather  than  struggle  to  change  it.  Why 
struggle  against  an  entrenched 
bureaucracy  for  human  rights  or  even  a 
better  water  supply,  higher  wages  or  a 
new  school  if  Jesus  is  coming  soon? 

Less  conservative  theologians  see  the 
recognition  of  Christ’s  second  coming  as 


Why  is  it  that  when  you  talk  about  our  position  it  is  always 
“Latin  American  theology,’’  but  when  you  North  Americans  talk 
about  your  position  it  is  always  “theology”? 

. .  .South  American  theologian 


The  ensuing  controversies  have  been 
disconcerting  to  many  Christians 
because,  as  Protestant  theologian  John 
C.  Bennett  points  out,  they  fail  to  realize 
"there  have  always  been  theologies 
within  theology." 

Writing  in  "Christianity  and  Crisis,” 
the  former  president  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary  explains:  "One 
theological  approach  differs  from 
another  in  its  impact  because  of  its 
controlling  theme.” 

To  illustrate,  Dr.  Bennett  quotes 
Walter  Rauschenbusch:  "To  those  whose 
minds  live  in  the  social  Gospel,  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  a  dear  truth,  the 
marrow  of  the  Gospel,  just  as  the 
incarnation  was  to  Athanasius, 
justification  by  faith  alone  to  Luther,  and 
the  sovereignty  of  God  to  Jonathan 


The  theology  of  liberation  carries  the  temptation  to  reduce 
theology  to  politics,  or  more  specifically,  to  reduce  it  to  so-called 
“Christian  socialism .  ” 


.  Brazilian  theologian 


Americas  statement  is  deceiving 
because  the  theology  of  liberation  has 
met  intense  opposition  both  here  and  in 
the  Third  World,  within  the  churches  as 
well  as  from  the  ruling  classes 
threatened  by  its  conclusions. 

The  principal  criticism  leveled  at  the 
theology  of  liberation,  according  to 
Brazilian  theologian  Father  Bonaven- 
ture  Kloppenburg,  is  the  "temptation 
to  reduce  theology  to  politics,”  or,  more 
specifically,  to  reduce  it  to  so-called 
“Christian  socialism.” 

Father  Kloppenburg  warns,  "The  new 
stress  placed  on  humanism  and  the 
priority  given  to  the  social  and  political 
dimension  of  the  Gospel  may  well 
eliminate  our  concern  for  personal 
interior  sanctification  and  the  eternal 
salvation  of  individual  souls.” 

The  Franciscan  theologian  adds,  "If 
that  were  to  happen,  we  would  have  lost 
the  very  essence  of  the  Gospel." 

But  theologians  of  liberation  point  out 
that  trying  to  keep  the  “essence  of  the 
Gospel"  in  the  sanctuary  and  out  of  the 
world  of  politics  is  in  itself  a  political 
decision  which  legitimizes  the  existing 
situation. 

According  to  Father  Gustavo 
Gutierrez,  one  of  the  principal  architects 
of  the  theology  of  liberation:  "Salvation 
is  not  something  other-worldly,  in  regard 
to  which  the  present  life  is  merely  a  test. 

"Liberation  theology  is  not  the  twisting 
of  Scripture  to  fit  the  theory  of  a  political 
activist,”  the  Peruvian  theologian 
argues,  "but  the  logical  consequence  of 
understanding  the  Messiah  in  the  light  of 
the  biblical  titles  applied  to  him  —  king, 
servant,  prophet  and  son  of  man.  Jesus 


Edwards.” 

The  different  emphases,  however,  are 
sometimes  glossed  over  even  by 
professional  theologians. 

Referring  to  his  own  experience  at  a 
theological  meeting,  Dr.  Robert  McAfee 
Brown  relates  how  he  was  confronted  by 
a  South  American  theologian  who  asked: 
"Why  is  it  that  when  you  talk  about  our 
position  it  is  always  ‘Latin  American 
theology,’  but  when  you  talk  about  your 
position  it  is  always  ‘theology’? 

"He  had  a  perception  that  was  hidden 
from  us,”  Dr.  Brown  admits.  "Our 
implicit  assumption,  which  we  would 
have  explicitly  disavowed,  was  that  we  in 
fact,  have  the  normative  theological 
position,  and  that  what  was  served  up 
from  below  the  equator  was  a  cultural 
and  geographical  deviant  —  interesting 
to  be  sure,  but  clearly  the  captive  of  a 
whole  bagful  of  contextually  conditioned 
assumptions,  of  which  we  were,  of 
course,  free.” 

The  knife  cuts  both  ways,  the  professor 
of  Ecumenism  and  World  Christianity  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  explains. 


a  non-problem  because  they  maintain 
that  if  Christians  do  not  see  Christ 
coming  today,  they  will  never  recognize 
Him  on  the  last  day. 

And  while  the  churches  largely  agree 
that  Christ  continues  to  come  daily 
through  faith,  through  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  sacred  Scripture,  in  the 
sacraments  and  in  the  needs  of 
humanity,  there  is,  nonetheless,  disa¬ 
greement  not  only  on  where  the  empha¬ 
sis  should  be  placed  but  also  how  this 
mysterious  coming  is  to  be  presented  to 
the  non-heliever. 

Fundamentalist  churches  take  a  hard 
line,  insisting  that  salvation  is  only 
possible  if  a  person  accepts  Christ  and  is 
"born  again.” 

Most  mainline  Protestant,  Orthodox 
and  Roman  Catholic  churches  make 
leeway  for  salvation  through  God’s 
mercy  and  "invincible  ignorance”  but 
still  place  major  emphasis  in  their 
pastoral  outreach  mission  on  the  biblical 
injunction,  "Unless  a  person  is  born 
again  ( through  faith  in  Christ),  he  cannot 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 

The  theologians  of  liberation,  how¬ 
ever,  see  this  emphasis  as  a  distortion  of 
Gospel  priorities.  According  to  the 
teaching  of  this  school,  explained  by  the 
Uruguayan  theologian  Juan  Luis 
Segundo  in  his  five-volume  “A  Theology 
for  Artisans  of  a  New  Humanity,” 
salvation  is  possible  for  all  persons  — 
believer  or  not  —  by  living  a  life  of 
"effective  love.” 

Father  Segundo  claims  that  the  answer 
to  salvation  or  condemnation  is 
principally  found  in  the  25th  chapter  of 
Matthew’s  Gospel.  In  Christ’s  familiar 
"sheep  and  goats”  description  of  the 
final  judgment,  there  are  people  on  the 
scene  who  never  saw  him,  people  who 
passed  through  history  before  his 
coming,  people  who  did  not  know  him 
during  their  lifetimes,  either  personally 
or  through  a  church. 

Thus,  the  vast  majority  of  human 
beings,  according  to  Matthew’s  account, 
will  be  "surprised”  by  the  verdict  and 
ask  the  question  Christ  puts  on  their  lips: 
Lord,  when  did  we  see  you  hungry  and 
help  you,  or  when  did  we  pass  you  by? 

According  to  Father  Segundo,  Christ’s 
answer  is  that  it  matters  little  that  they 


Christ's  second  coming  is  a  non-problem  because  if  Christians 
do  not  see  Christ  coming  today,  they  will  never  recognize  Him  on 
the  last  day. 

.  .  .Liberation  theologians 
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He  says  North  American  women  have 
pointed  out  to  Latin  American  men  that 
their  liberation  theology  was  still 
incredibly  macho,  that  while  they 
wanted  to  liberate  many  people,  women 
were  not  yet  among  them. 

"And  if  North  Americans  object  that 
Marxist  assumptions  are  implicit  in  the 
social  analysis  of  Third  World 
theologians,  it  is  only  fair  that  South 
Americans  point  out  the  leavening  of 
North  American  theology  with  capitalist, 
middle-class  assumptions,”  Dr.  Brown 
says. 

Too  often,  however,  the  liberation 
theology  debate  is  analyzed  only  in  terms 
of  political  involvement.  Such  analysis 
overlooks  the  more  penetrating 
questions  raised  by  the  Third  World 
theologians  regarding  the  pastoral 
mission  of  the  churches. 

The  Christian  churches  are  generally 
united  when  they  proclaim  the  meaning 
of  Christ’s  birth  in  Bethlehem:  that  on 
the  first  Christmas  night  divinity  entered 
into  human  history.  But  the  churches  are 
not  united  when  they  try  to  show  the 
world  how  Christ  continues  to  come  in 


never  recognized  him.  The  merit  of  the 
things  they  did  for  other  human  beings, 
invested  with  love  inspired  by  divine 
grace,  reaches  God  and  brings  them 
eternal  life. 

Critics  charge  that  the  Segundo  school 
reduces  Christianity  to  insignificance. 
What,  they  ask,  is  the  distinctive  role  of 
the  church?  What  distinguishes  the 
Christian  in  this  judgment  portrait? 

The  Jesuit  theologian  answers  simply, 
"The  Christian  will  not  be  surprised.” 

And  not  the  least  surprising,  as  Dr. 
Bennett  points  out,  is  that  the  most 
provocative  theological  questions  as  well 
as  a  courageous  defense  of  human  rights 
of  both  Christians  and  non-Christians  are 
currently  coming  from  the  Catholic 
Church  in  Latin  America  which  only  a 
generation  ago  was  commonly 
considered  theologically  obscurantist, 
socially  reactionary  and  religiously 
intolerant. 


UM  ice  art 

MACOMB,  III.  —  The  cross  and 
flame,  official  symbol  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  sculptured  in  ice, 
greeted  members  of  the  Central 
Illinois  Annual  Conference  meeting 
here  on  the  campus  of  Western  Illinois 
University.  Michael  Crabb,  head  of 
the  food  service  at  the  Campus  union 
did  the  ice  art. 

CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  UMR  PHOTO 


In  Kansas  tragedy 

Life  seen  as 

By  JAMES  STEELE 

VASSAR,  Kan.  (UMC)  —  "The  tragedy 
has  made  us  sensitive  in  new  ways  to 
being  alive.  Something  like  this  brings 
the  realization  of  how  precarious  life  is 
and  how  unexpectedly  death  comes.” 

Those  were  the  words  used  by  Lindsay 
P.  Pherigo  in  reflecting  on  the  tragic 
boat  disaster  at  Lake  Pomona  here  June 
17  which  took  the  lives  of  15  persons 
including  several  United  Methodists 
from  both  Missouri  and  Kansas.  Located 
near  Ottawa,  Kan.,  the  lake  is 
approximately  60  miles  from  Kansas 
City. 

Dr.  Pherigo,  professor  of  New 
Testament  and  early  church  history  at 
UM-related  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  was  one  of  59 
persons  aboard  the  Whippoorwill 
Showboat  which  overturned  in  the  lake 
after  being  struck  by  a  freak  tornado. 

Like  other  passengers  on  the  double¬ 
deck  paddle-wheeler,  Dr.  Pherigo  had  no 
advance  warning  of  the  potentially 
deadly  weather  conditions  that  capsized 
the  vessel  on  that  ill-fated  Saturday 
evening,  just  a  short  time  after  it  left  the 
dock.  The  tornado  apparently  began 
moving  across  the  main  channel  of  the 
4,000-acre  lake  just  after  7  p.m.,  hitting 
the  boat  about  15  minutes  later.  Most  of 
those  on  board  were  thrown  into  the 
churning  waters. 

Dr.  Pherigo  and  his  wife,  Viola,  were 
part  of  an  11-member  group  from  the 
Mather  adult  Sunday  school  class  of 
Central  UMC  in  Kansas  City.  It  was  the 
group’s  monthly  social  outing,  but 
because  of  the  distance  involved,  fewer 
than  usual  were  taking  part.  All  but  one 
of  the  group  survived. 

Killed  in  the  incident  was  49-year  old 
Dr.  Norman  L.  Schwartz,  chairman  of 
the  church’s  pastor-parish  relations 
committee  and  a  former  chairman  of  the 
administrative  board. 

For  United  Methodists  on  the  Kansas 
side,  the  incident  was  even  more 
poignant.  What  began  as  a  festive 
celebration  of  the  40th  wedding 
anniversary  of  retired  minister  Milton 
Vogel  and  his  wife,  Grace,  turned  into  a 
night  of  tragedy.  Mrs.  Vogel  was 
drowned  as  were  the  couple’s  daughter, 
Sandra  Wright,  and  a  granddaughter, 
Melissa  Wright. 

Grace  Vogel  had  been  active  as 
a  musician  in  the  churches  across  Kan¬ 
sas  and  Iowa  where  she  had  lived  and 
was  a  member  at  Grace  UMC  in  Topeka 
Sandra  Vogel  Wright,  along  with  her 
children,  was  an  active  member  of 
University  UMC  in  Topeka  where  she 
served  as  church  organist. 

While  the  Central  Church  Sunday 
school  group  and  the  Vogel  family 
anniversary  party  were  on  the  boat 
independently  of  each  other,  they  were 
nonetheless  brought  together  in  tragedy. 
Young  Alan  Wright,  the  Vogel’s 
grandson,  survived  by  clinging  to  the 
shoulders  of  Viola  Pherigo  when  they 


Remember  Harry  Denman? 

Billy  Graham  called  Harry  Denman  "The  world's 
most  outstanding  personal  evangelist.” 

A  bishop  once  described  Harry  Denman  as  the  kind 
of  a  man  who  could  carry  the  flag  at  the  head  of  the 
parade  and  at  the  same  time  beat  the  drum  setting  the 
cadence  for  the  march.  His  leadership  in  the  field  of 
evangelism  was  unique,  as  was  his  personal  life  and 
witness.  His  friendships  encircled  the  world,  and  he 
was  at  home  in  a  variety  of  settings.  In  his  own  words 
and  from  the  insights  of  others,  Harry  Denman 
comes  into  focus  through  the  pages  of  this  unusual 
book. 


Simply  return  the  coupon  below  with  payment  and  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  this 
exciting  book  by  return  mail. 
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Ancient  Bible  manuscript  found 
in  Sinai  desert  monastery 


ATHENS  (RNS)  -  A  three-year-old 
discovery  of  ancient  manuscripts, 
including  nine  missing  pages  of  the 
Codex  Sinaiticus,  a  fourth-century  Greek 
Bible,  has  recently  come  to  light. 

The  discovery  was  made  on  May  26, 
1975,  in  the  Greek  Orthodox  monastery  of 
St.  Catherine  on  Mount  Sinai  in  the 
Israeli-occupied  Sinai  Peninsula  by  a 
Greek  Orthodox  named  Father 
Sofronius. 

According  to  experts  at  Greece’s 
Ministry  of  Culture,  the  discovery 
consists  of  47  cartons  full  of  icons  and 
manuscripts. 

In  addition  to  the  nine  missing  pages  of 
the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  the  collection 
includes  fragments  of'  old  texts  of 
Homer’s  "Iliad,”  a  psalm  book  of  King 
David,  and  separate,  very  early  texts  of 
the  Gospels  of  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and 
John. 

The  find  was  announced  here  by 
Professors  Nicholas  Panayiotakis  and 
Lino  Politis  of  Greece’s  Athens  and 
Ionnina  Universities,  who  are  directing  a 
study  of  the  material. 

The  two  scholars  said  the  collection 
contains  documents  written  in  Syriac, 


Arabic,  Coptic,  Armenian,  Georgian, 
Ethiopian,  Old  Slavonic  and  Latin,  as 
well  as  Greek.  All  were  well  preserved, 
though  brittle,  because  the  desert  air  of 
Sinai  is  so  dry. 

The  1975  discovery,  kept  secret  until 
now  by  St.  Catherine’s  monks,  the  Greek 
Orthodox  Church  and  the  Greek 
government,  is  believed  to  be  the  most 
important  discovery  in  the  field  of 
biblical  studies  since  1844,  when  German 
theologian-explorer  Constantine 
Tischendorf  was  "first  allowed  by  the 
monks  of  St.  Catherine’s  monastery  to 
take  43  pages  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  to 
the  University  of  Leipzig  (East 
Germany ) ,”  where  they  are  still  kept. 

In  1859,  Tischendorf  obtained  the 
monks'  permission  to  take  the  bound 
parchment,  called  the  Codex  Sinaiticus, 
which  he  called  “the  greatest  biblical 
treasure."  It  is  now  —  minus  the  43 
sheets  in  Leipzig  —  in  the  British 
Museum. 

The  Codex,  dated  from  the  fourth 
century,  contains  a  major  part  of  the  Old 
Testament  and  the  whole  of  the  New 
Testament,  except  for  the  last  12  verses 
of  Mark. 
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Emphasis  urged  for 
UM  higher  education 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  A  quadrennial 
emphasis  on  higher  education,  including 
study  materials  and  increased  financial 
support,  will  be  proposed  at  the  1980 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  by  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges. 

Meeting  here  during  the  25th  Institute 
of  Higher  Education,  June  26-28, 
association  members  agreed  to  petition 
the  top-legislative  body  for  an  emphasis 
which  would  seek  to  strengthen 
relationships  between  local  church 
members  and  the  135  higher  education 
institutions  related  to  the  church. 

United  Methodists  have  the  largest 
block  of  Protestant  institutions  in  the 
nation,  including  19  junior  colleges,  87 
four-year  colleges,  eight  universities, 
several  professional  schools  and  13 
seminaries. 

Dr.  Luther  W.  White  III,  president  of 
Randolph-Macon.  College  in  Ashland, 
Va.,  and  president  of  the  association, 
said  the  proposed  four-year  plan  calls  for 
more  local  church  involvement  in  higher 
education  by  asking  members  to  identify 
potential  students  and  to  maintain  a 
closer  relationship  with  their  institutions. 

The  funding  proposal,  including 
several  components,  calls  for  a  10 


6 precarious 9 

were  thrown  clear  of  the  boat  and  into  the 
turbulent  waters. 

Mr.  Vogel  summed  up  his  great  loss 
with  the  words:  “I  have  shared  my  faith 
with  others  over  the  years  and  now  I 
must  have  it  for  myself  even  as  I  get 
support  from  others.” 

Dr.  Pherigo  and  most  of  the  other 
survivors  clung  to  the  side  of  the  vessel 
until  taken  ashore  in  small  boats. 
Campers  on  the  lake  shore  responded  to 
cries  for  help  from  the  Whippoorwill, 
scurrying  to  their  own  boats  to  start 
pulling  persons  from  the  water.  Two  or 
three  of  the  survivors  actually  made  the 
swim  to  shore.  Dr.  Pherigo  notes  there 
was  little  panic  with  persons  moving 
quickly  and  effectively  to  avert  further 
tragedy.  Several  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  students  aided  in  relief  efforts. 

The  Whippoorwill  experience  of  a  boat 
ride,  dinner  and  dramatic  production 
had  been  a  favorite  form  of 
entertainment  for  United  Methodist 
groups  from  both  Missouri  and  Kansas. 
The  boat’s  owners,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce 
Rogers,  are  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Winfield,  Kan. 

Over  the  years,  a  number  of  students 
from  United  Methodist-affiliated  Baker 
University  in  nearby  Baldwin  City,  Kan., 
have  been  performers  on  the  showboat. 
Three  Baker  students  were  on  board  at 
the  time  of  the  accident  and  all  survived. 
It  was  even  a  United  Methodist  minister 
who  constructed  the  vessel  about  15 
years  ago,  the  Rev.  William  Hurtig,  now 
pastor  at  Silver  Lake,  Kan. 

Ministers  from  Kansas  and  Missouri 
served  as  chaplains  and  counselors  at 
Lake  Pomona  Saturday  night  and 
Sunday.  United  Methodists  from  both 
states  are  continuing  to  provide  support 
to  families  of  the  victims. 

Mr.  Steele  is  editor  of  the  Missouri 
Area  edition  ofTM/UMR. 


percent  annual  increase  in  financial 
support  from  annual  conferences  during 
each  year  of  the  quadrennium.  The 
denomination  as  a  whole  will  be  asked  to 
develop  a  fund  of  up  to  $12  million  which 
it  would  offer  to  annual  conferences  on  a 
challenge  basis. 

The  plan  also  urges  the  church  to  give 
a  greater  percentage  of  its  total  funds  to 
UM-related  higher  educational 
institutions  and  calls  for  unification  of 
present  funding  for  higher  education. 

"A  central  and  important  feature  of 
our  proposed  funding  emphasis  will  be  to 
increase  support  which  will  provide 
financial  aid  to  United  Methodist  young 
people  to  assist  them  to  attend  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universities,”  Dr. 
White  said. 

Speaking  during  the  institute  at 
Vanderbilt  University  were  Dr.  Myron  S. 
Augsburger,  president  of  Eastern 
Mennonite  College  in  Harrisonburg,  Va., 
and  B.  J.  Stiles,  deputy  chairman  of  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

Dr.  Augsburger  said  it  is  the  job  of 
church-related  colleges  to  help  students 
"bring  faith  along  with  other  dimensions 
of  their  intellectual  development.”  The 
most  significant  role  of  church-related 
colleges  is  to  educate  the  whole  person, 
he  said,  to  "integrate  knowledge  and 
faith.” 

"The  greatest  challenge  in  Christian 
higher  education  is  to  model  what  we  are 
talking  about,  not  just  say  the  words,”  he 
declared.  “Young  people  read  us  and  test 
us  to  ^ee  if  it  is  real.” 

MrrStiles,  former  editor  of  "motive” 
magazine,  challenged  the  UM 
institutions  to  serve  a  growing  number  of 
"unserved”  constituencies  including 
female  heads-of-households,  older 
Americans  living  on  fixed  incomes  and 
shifting  minority  populations. 

Leader  calls 
Fiji  rally 
‘greatest’ 

SUVA,  Fiji  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Alan  Walker, 
director  of  world  evangelism  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  held  what  he 
called  “the  greatest  evangelical  meeting 
of  my  ministry”  at  Albert  Park  here  with 
a  crowd  of  25,000  persons. 

Described  as  the  biggest  religious 
meeting  ever  held  in  Fiji,  the  throng 
included  government  officials,  boys  from 
a  reformatory  school  and  police  officers. 
At  the  close  of  the  service,  877  people 
responded  to  the  appeal  to  commit  their 
lives  to  Christ,  including  the  wife  of  the 
Governor-General,  Lady  Tfiakambou. 

Prior  to  the  huge  rally  here,  Dr. 
Walker  conducted  missions  in  Lantoba 
and  Labosa,  Fiji.  A  total  of  3,863 
commitments  to  Christ  were  recorded 
for  these  meetings.  About  450  ministers 
and  lay  people  attended  a  five-day 
Conference  on  Evangelism  in  Suva  held 
in  connection  with  the  rallies. 

"We  see  this  as  further  confirmation  of 
world  evangelism,”  Dr.  Walker  said, 
referring  to  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  program.  The  Australian 
preacher  added,  "We  are  overwhelmed 
with  humility  and  gratitude  as  we  leave 
Fiji  for  work  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  ’  ’ 


Classified 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

COLOR  CATALOGUE  ON  HOLY  LAND,  craft, 
supplies  and  souvenirs.  Available  for  $2.00  — 
refundable  on  first  order.  Send  check  to:  "The  Three 
Arches  of  Bethlehem,"  Box  5291,  Lakeland,  Fla. 
33803. 

GROUP  TOURS  to  Oberammergau,  Holy  Land, 
Europe,  Hawaii,  Daytona  Beach,  Caribbean, 
Mexico,  Canada,  Mt.  Rushmore,  Washington,  etc. 
Passenger  or  TOUR  HOST  prospects  get  details 
from  a  United  Methodist  specializing  in  travel:  J. 
Smiley  Collins,  1605  Tartan  Way,  Louisville,  Ky. 
40205. 

ALL  CAPITAL  EMBOSSING  of  metal 
AddressoeraDh  Dlates.  25«  per  plate  and  blank  card. 

All  type  frames  available.  For  sale  electric  Addresso- 
graph,  addressing  machine  and  electi  ic  Graphotype, 
plate  maker  Contact  Faye  Urbantke,  2822  53rd  St., 
Lubbock,  Tex.  79413  or  call  after  6  p.m.  (806)  795- 
9440. 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION  Urban  Ministry 
Journal  special  issue  on  "The  Church  in  the  Tran¬ 
sitional  Community”  $5.00.  A  threshold  document! 
Order  from:  SUM,  50  E.  Las  Olas  Blvd.,  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Fla.  33301. 

EXPERIENCED  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  desires 
fulltime  position.  Hold  MM  degree  and  degree  in 
Bible.  Write  or  call:  Leslie  Barlett,  1325  N.  Berwick, 
Indpls.,  Ind,  46222. 

F.U.M.C..  COLORADO  SPRINGS  youth  director 
desires  position  as  Director  of  Lay  Development 
(C.E.)  in  growing  evangelical  church.  M.Div., 
M.Ed.,  D.Min.,  concentration  on  church  renewal. 
Rock  Doddridge,  4406  Ranch  Circle,  Colorado 
Springs,  Col.  80907. 

FOR  SALE.  WORSHIP  ANTHOLOGY.  Collected 
services  of  all  types  written  by  local  churches  of  the 
Minnesota  conference.  $2.00  a  copy.  Write:  Worship 
Commission,  Room  400,  122  West  Franklin  Ave., 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55404. 

SEPTEMBER  18  11-DAY  Holy  Land/Rome.  October 

9  10-Day  Holy  Land.  October  9  12-Day  Hawaii. 
November  6  11-Day  Israel.  November  8  16-Day 
Middle  East  with  Baghdad  and  Athens.  November  12 
11-Day  Rome/Jordan/Israel/Athens.  Contact: 
World  Wide  Christian  Tours,  P.O.  Box  506,  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  Ky.  42701.  (502)  769-5900. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor,  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park,  1850  Alice  St., 
Oakland,  Calif.  94612. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME.  EXPERIENCED  MUSIC 
DIRECTOR  for  2,400-member  church  in  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Metroplex.  Must  be  qualified  to  direct 
children  through  adult  choirs  and  develop  complete 
program  including  instrumental  music.  Salary  open. 
Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist  CHurch,  530 
Elm,  Hurst,  Tex.  Phone  (817  )  282-7384. 

DCE  AND  YOUTH.  Resume,  references,  picture. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  6  East  Wright, 
Pensacola,  Fla.  32501.  | 

EGYPT,  GREECE,  ISRAEL  &  ENGLAND:  "The 
Best  of  Bible  Lands  &  England."  Oct.  18— Nov.  3. 
Enrollment  deadline  soon.  Quality  check  this  tour  by 
writing  to  Dr.  Douglas  Fleming,  Box  1045,  Stillwater, 
Okla.  74074. 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  Orchestrations  of  the  hymns  in 
"Christian  Service  Songs"  published  by  Rodeheaver. 
Contact:  Irvin  Kenner,  1504  Severn  Road,  Severn, 
Md.  21144. 

WANTED:  MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  of  Youth  for 
5,300-member  church.  Minimum  BA  with 
preparation  in  Christian  Education  and  three  years 
experience  ( in  youth  Christian  education  program  in 
urban-sized  church. )  Salary  open.  Write  Mrs.  Nancy 
Hughes,  Chairman  of  Education  Commission,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  420  N.  Nevada  Ave., 
Colorado  Springs,  Col.  80903. 

MUSIC  POSITION  WANTED  St.  Louis  or  Central 
Illinois.  Highly  experienced  organist,  handbells, 
children's  choirs  director,  school  music,  with  top 
secretarial,  office  machine  skills.  Need  fulltime  with 
any  combination  above  July  15.  Write  TM/UMR.  Box 
1076-MP,  Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  for  historical  church.  Fulltime  position. 
Contact:  The  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  6266,  New 
Orleans.  La.  70174 

SEVEN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions, 
January  13-20,  1979.  Write  WOMITO,  P.O.  Box 
660515,  Miami  Springs,  Fla.  33166. 

WANTED:  FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 
Ministry  for  2.800-member  Denver  suburban  United 
Methodist  Church.  Good  salary  and  fringe  benefits. 
Contact  Rev.  James  Barnes,  Littleton  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1313  West  Shepherd  Ave.,  Littleton, 
Col.  80120. 

POSITION  FOR  ORGANIST:  Opening  for  organist 
associate  music  director  at  3,000-member  church 
with  250  persons  involved  in  15  musical  groups. 
Expanding  program  with  fringe  benefits.  Contact 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  411  Turner  St., 
Clearwater,  Fla.  33516. 

FOR  SALE:  For  fellowship  hall  or  small  sanctuary. 

4  bronze  chandeliers  40  by  15  inches.  Gold  velvet 
stage  curtain.  2  twelve-inch  auditorium  speakers  in 
acoustical  mounts.  (214  )  363-7111.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Class,  Box  8000,  Dallas,  Tex.  75205. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
(or  young,  expanding,  exciting  church  in  a  university 
town.  Full  time  position.  Salary  open.  Contact:  Mr. 
Bruce  Miller,  Killearn  United  Methodist  Church, 
2800  Shamrock  South,  Tallahassee,  Fla.  32308. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WITH  MUSIC  ABILITY: 
lay  or  clergy  Send  resume  and  photo  to:  Good 
Samaritan  United  Methodist  Church,  19624 
Homestead  Road,  Cupertino,  Calif.  95014. 

FOR  SALE :  Wicks  Pipe  Organ,  8  rank,  two  manuals, 

32  note  pedal,  $8,000.  Available  February  1979, 
purchaser  to  remove.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Crystal  Lake,  III.  Phone  (815)  459-0785. 

COME  LIVE  WITH  US  —  Gracious  retirement  living 
for  25  women  All  rooms  private  and  on  ground 
floor.  No  nursing  care  —  no  entry  fee.  Reasonable 
monthly  rates  Non-profit.  Sherick  Memorial  Home, 
2502  Utica  Ave.,  Lubbock,  Tex.  79407.  (806  )  799-8600. 
Ola  R.  Haley,  Director. 

LATCH  HOOK  the  United  Methodist  symbol,  as  16  x 

16  inch  pillow  or  hanging.  Design  handpainted  on  rug 
canvas,  instruction,  $7.  (Hook,  yam  not  included.) 
Nancy  Designs,  4717  Overlook  Drive,  Bloomington. 
Minn.  55437. 

a-  0S1 . 


Cj>X  r-J 


Qo4»~ 


Elmira  Olivia  Montgomery  gives  Centenary  College  a  trial  run. 


At  81  She’s  Back  At  School 
And  She’s  Writing  A  Book 


,  By  LINDA  LOCKWOOD 
News  Editor 

Elmira  Olivia  Montgomery,  81,  gave 
Centenary  College  a  trial  run  this  year 
and  decided  she  likes  the  campus 
routine. 

A  Kaplan,  La.,  resident  and  member  of 
Kaplan  United  Methodist  Church,  Miss 
Montgomery  quickly  explains  her 
reasons  for  coming  back  to  school.  “I 
want  to  write  a  book.  Now  I’m  not  a 
preacher,  you  understand,  but  I  want  to 
write  a  commentary  on  the  four  gospels 
for  young  preachers. 

“I  believe  an  old  lady  can  say 
something  in  a  book  of  sermons  to  young 
preachers,"  she  said. 

After  spending  last  semester  in 
Centenary’s  Hardin  Hall  and  auditing 


(listening  to  class  lectures  but  not 
earning  grades  or  credits  for  a  degree) 
she  has  returned  to  Kaplan  to  begin  work 
on  her  book. 

‘‘What  I  did  at  Centenary  was  to  study 
Bible,  sociology  of  religion  and  history  of 
the  Christian  religion.  I  wanted  to  obtain 
some  needed  background  information  for 
my  book,”  she  explained. 

She  has  her  calendar  marked  for  fall, 
1979,  as  the  date  she  will  return  to  classes 
at  Centenary.  She  wants  to  spend  this 
next  school  year  at  home  working  on  her 
book. 

‘‘My  brother  says  I  can’t  get  it  all  done 
in  the  12  years  I  have  to  live,’’  she  said. 
She  figures  she  has  12  years  to  live 
because  her  father  died  in  his  early  90s. 


But  the  “coed"  optimistically  disagrees 
with  her  brother. 

School  isn’t  new  to  Miss  Montgomery. 
She  taught  at  Kaplan  High  School  for  40 
years,  retiring  in  1962. 

The  former  English  teacher  has  been  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
since  she  was  a  little  girl  and  she  said  she 
joined  the  Kaplan  congregation  in  1922. 

Because  she  said  her  vision  is  failing 
and  her  walk  is  slow  she  asked  Centenary 
College’s  Dean  of  Women  to  recruit 
student  volunteers  to  guide  her  to  and 
from  her  campus  destinations.  The 
young  students  were  a  big  help,  she  said. 

The  81-year-old  “coed"  summed 
college  life  at  Centenary  this  way:  “It 
was  just  a  lot  of  fun!” 


News  Editor  Named 


Linda  Lockwood  was  recently  named 
news  editor  of  the  “Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Reporter,”  announced  Ray 
Branton,  editor  of  the  newspaper  and 
director  of  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 

She  is  replacing  Frances  Pearce  who 
served  in  the  position  for  about  a  year. 

A  1975  communications- journalism 
graduate  of  Louisiana  State  University 
Shreveport,  Mrs.  Lockwood  worked  for 
the  “Shreveport  Journal"  for  three 
years.  Before  being  named  education 


writer  in  1977,  she  served  as  a  feature 
writer  and  youth  page  editor  for  the 
“Journal.” 

In  April  she  was  awarded  the  1978 
Louisiana  State  Parent  Teacher 
Association  (PTA)  news  media  award. 

She  is  a  native  of  Texas  and  long-time 
resident  of  Shreveport. 

Mrs.  Lockwood  encourages  readers  of 
the  “Louisiana  Methodist  Reporter"  to 
send  news  items  and  story  ideas  to  P.O. 
Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


Linda  Lockwood 


Aroun d  The  Con  ference-- 

Jones  Church  Crowns  Queen 


WELSH  -  At  the  Jones  United 
Methodist  Church  Mary  Alice  Trent  was 
recently  crowned  queen  of  a  fund-raising 
drive. 

Miss  Trent  raised  $1,185.  Runners-up 
were  Yolanda  Franks  with  $224,  Arietta 
Franks  with  $223  and  Vanessa  Franks 
with  $181. 

Dione  Locket,  who  raised  $141,  was 
crowned  the  Little  Miss  Queen  of  the 
drive.  Runner-up  was  Frances  Sweat 
with  $107. 


Money  Book  Given 

ALEXANDRIA  -  First  United 
Methodist  Church  honored  its  newly 
appointed  minister,  Rev.  Hugh  Baker, 
and  his  wife,  Kathy,  with  a  reception  in 
June.  The  Hughs  were  presented  with  a 
book  filled  with  gifts  of  money. 


Offering  Buys  Bike 

FRANKLIN  —  Offering  collected  at 
the  recent  Vacation  Church  School  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  was  used 
to  purchase  a  bicycle  and  other  gifts  for 
the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans. 

“God  is  Love"  was  the  theme  of  the 
school  that  about  120  children  attended 
daily. 

Hear  God's  Word 

ALEXANDRIA  -  Some  18  black  and 


white  children  recently  attended 
Vacation  Church  School  at  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church.  Edward  Larry 
and  Stephen  Brady  served  as  teachers 
for  the  school  which  had  the  theme,  “We 
Hear  God’s  Word.” 

Children  Cam  e 

LAFAYETTE  —  “We  hear  God’s 
Word”  was  the  theme  of  the  June 
Vacation  Church  School  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Approximately  45  children  attended 
the  school  and  teachers  were  Jeanelle 
Holmes,  Francis  Coston,  Connie 
Matthews,  Glenn  Matthews,  Odie 
Williams,  Mildred  Taylor,  Jackie 
Kimbrough,  Willie  Mae  Kimbrough, 
Doris  Terrell  and  Glenn  Matthews.  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Tutson  was  the  superintendent. 

Matheny  Speaks  Out 

HAMMOND  —  Tom  Matheny, 
president  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  (the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  denomination)  and  a  lawyer 
from  Hammond,  spoke  at  the  East  Ohio 
Annual  Conference  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
recently. 

“The  Role  of  the  Laity”  was  his  topic 
at  the  largest  annual  conference  in 
Methodism  which  was  attended  by  about 
4,000  delegates. 

He  also  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
President’s  Advisory  Council  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  for  High 
Education.  This  was  a  financial  planning 
meeting  reviewing  all  Methodist 
Colleges  and  Universities  to  determine 
their  future  academic  roles. 

Touring  Haiti  Now 

SHREVEPORT  —  Three  members  of 
Summer  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
are  traveling  this  week  to  Haiti  on  a 
Methodist  Heritage  Tour.  Mark  Adcock, 
Tyna  Wilkins  and  Betsy  Boyd,  youth 
director,  with  about  18  members  of  the 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bogalusa  are  making  the 
seven-day  trek  to  tour  some  of  the 
Methodist  mission  projects  in  Haiti. 


Honoring  The  Oldest 

BASTROP  —  Mrs.  W.C.  Adkins  (Aunt 
Ella),  of  924  Clara  St.,  was  recently 
honored  by  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church.  Celebrating  her  93rd  birthday, 
Mrs.  Adkins  is  the  church’s  oldest 
member. 


What’s  It  All  About? 

ALEXANDRIA  —  Role  playing  the 
“Ordinance  of  Marriage”  was  just  one  of 
the  ways  the  children  attending  the 
recent  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
Vacation  School  learned  about  the 
church.  The  theme  for  the  school  was 
“What’s  It  All  About  —  Questions  and 
Answers  About  the  Church  and  Me.” 
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4 We’ve  Almost  Done  It’ 


Kristin  Welch  wasn’t  sure  they  could 
do  it.  But  11  months  and  $8,995  later  she’s 
saying:  “We’ve almost  done  it!” 

Sixteen-year-old  Kristin  is  a  member 
of  Nolley  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church’s  youth  group  which  includes 
some  52  young  people  who  pledged  to 
earn  $11,000  over  a  four -year  period  to 
help  buy  a  church  bus. 

However,  it  hasn’t  taken  the  group  four 
years  to  almost  reach  its  goal.  In  about 
one-fourth  the  time,  the  youths  have  just 
about  raised  the  money. 

The  money  came  from  two  flea 
markets,  a  pancake  breakfast  and  a 
Thanksgiving  bake  sale,  said  Kristin, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Welch  and 
president  of  the  youth  group.  The  secret 
to  their  fund-raising  success:  “We 
publicized  a  lot,”  said  Kristin. 

The  blue  and  white  bus,  nicknamed  the 
"Chrome  Home”  by  some  of  the  kids,  has 
taken  members  of  the  Nolley 
congregation  to  retreats,  conferences 
and  various  outings. 

The  idea  to  purchase  the  bus  developed 
when  the  youth  discovered  how  much  it 
cost  to  rent  one  for  trips,  said  Erma 
Adams,  youth  director  of  the  Nolley 
group  and  for  the  Alexandria  District. 

“This  group  is  just  fantastic,”  the 
leader  explains.  “And  the  entire  church 
is  using  the  bus  unbelievably.” 

Eviden tally,  as  the  bus  bill  has 
decreased  Kristin’s  faith  has  increased. 

When  asked  if  the  youth  group  would 


ever  tackle  such  a  large  fund-raising 
project,  Kristin  enthusiastically  replied, 


“Sure!  “With  a  lot  of  work  we  could  raise 
that  much  again.” 


Joey  Moore,  treasurer  of  the  senior  high  United  Methodist  Youth 
at  Nolley  Memorial  Church,  Jena,  presents  a  $3,500  check  to  U.  V. 
Taylor,  a  church  treasurer. 


Ray  Branton  Writes  . . . 

Retirees  Working  --  Not  Rocking 


For  Louisiana  Conference  ministers  and  their 
wives,  retirement  begins  a  new  chapter  in  a  life  of 
service  to  others.  Ministers  may  retire  from  the 
itinerant  relationship  in  which  they  are  subject  to 
transfer  or  reappointment  each  year,  but  they  do 
not  retire  from  ministry. 

Last  week,  I  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  a 
number  of  our  retired  ministers,  widows  and  their 
families  in  the  Lake  Charles  area  to  interview 
them  about  their  ministry,  past  and  present.  A 
delightful  day  was  spent  with  Dr.  Henry  Bowdon; 
Mrs.  Sunshine  Knight  and  her  son,  Jimmy;  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Poole,  and  their  daughter,  Sandra 
Wood;  Mrs.  Hallie  Haug;  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Don 
Risinger. 

A  variety  of  service  to  others  is  being  carried 
out  by  these  persons.  Dr.  Bowdon  calls  regularly 
on  all  United  Methodist  hospital  patients  in  Lake 
Charles  and  is  looking  forward  to  preaching  his 
ten-thousandth  sermon  within  the  next  few 
months. 

Mrs.  Knight,  in  addition  to  her  work  with  United 
Methodist  Women,  is  a  hospital  volunteer  and  a 
telephone  counselor  with  Help-line. 

Rev.  Poole  serves  as  a  visitor  for  Henning 
Memorial  Church  and  makes  an  extraordinary 
number  of  pastoral  calls  each  year. 

Mrs.  Haug  works  as  a  hospital  volunteer  and  is 
involved  in  numerous  other  activities  which 


provide  opportunities  to  show  concern  for  others. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Risinger  are  serving  as  pastor 
and  pastor’s  wife  at  the  new  Squyres  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Ragley.  This  church  is 
located  in  an  area  that  is  experiencing  new 
population  growth.  Rev.  Risinger  says  worship 
attendance  is  equal  to  the  number  of  church 
members  on  roll. 

Each  of  these  families  has  a  long  history  of 
service  to  our  conference.  Like  our  other  retirees, 
they  made  substantial  contributions  to  the  good  of 
our  church.  They  helped  start  numerous 
churches,  built  up  Sunday  schools  and 
constructed  church  buildings.  Witness  was  made, 
at  personal  risk,  for  justice  to  ethnic  minorities. 
One  of  these  persons  was  even  instrumental  in 
starting  our  pastors’  school  and  our  sustentation 
fund. 

However,  when  we  think  about  these  persons,  it 
is  as  important  to  realize  what  they  are  doing  as  it 
is  to  recall  what  they  have  done.  Health 
permitting,  the  ministry  of  our  retired  ministers 
and  their  wives  continues.  (Rev.  Ray  Branton  is 
editor  of  the  "Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Reporter"  and  director  of  the  Council  Conference 
on  Ministries.  Editorials,  letters  to  the  editor  and 
comments  are  encouraged  .  .  .  send  such  items 
to  "Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter,"  P.O. 
Box  432 5,  Shreveport,  La.,  7 1104.) 


Love  Awards 


Jimmy  Love,  representing  the  Love  family, 
recently  presented  the  Carrie  P.  Love  $600 
Memorial  Award  to  co-recipients  Cheryl  Crosby 
(left)  and  Rachel  Scott  (right).  In  memory  of 
Mrs.  J.C.  Love  Sr.,  the  Love  family  annually 


selects  an  outstanding  student  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University  who  is  active  in  the  United  Methodist 
Wesley  Foundation  to  receive  the  award.  Miss 
Crosby  is  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Crosby 
of  Blanchard  while  Miss  Scott  is  of  Shreveport. 
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Editorials 


Here  I  Stand 


The  church  is  imperfect, 
but  let’s  view  the  good  side,  too 


How  did  it  all  begin? 

This  etching,  entitled  "Creation."  is  one  of  53  Bible  etchings  by  Mississippi  artist 
Marvin  Hayes  appearing  in  his  book  "God's  Images."  religious  news  service  photo 

‘Big  bang’  theory  leaves  science 
with  some  theological  questions 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the 
process  of  research  to  discover  the 
origins  of  the  universe  the  American 
scientific  community  has  "discovered” 
theology. 

For  many  scientists  —  who  have  relied 
on  their  faith  in  reason  alone  to  sort  out 
the  mysteries  of  existence  —  theology 
has  been  thought  of  (if  at  all)  as  just  so 
much  romantic,  irrational  conjecture. 

In  recent  months,  however,  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  strange,  theological 
sounding  statements  coming  from  the 
scientific  community  —  even  from  the 
agnostics  within  that  community. 
Scientists  have  started  talking  about  the 
"beginning”  of  the  universe.  They  have 
started  talking  about  the  "moment  of 
creation.”  Some  have  even  begun 
wondering  in  print  about  "what  there 
was  before  there  was  a  universe”  —  and 
admitting  they  have  no  way  of  ever 
answering  that  question  by  scientific 
means. 

Tell  us  about 
your  favorite 

Bihle  verse 

Do  you  have  a  favorite  BiDie  verse? 
v  If  you  do,  TM/UMR  wants  to  know 
What  it  is  and  wants  to  hear  your  story 
about  the  specific  incident  in  your  life 
when  the  verse  became  most  meaningful 
to  you. 

Tell  us  your  story  in  an  essay  of  no 
more  than  250  words.  For  each  story  we 
select  to  be  printed  in  coming  issues  of 
TM/UMR,  we  will  contribute  $10  in  the 
writer’s  name  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  "missional  priority”  on  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church. 

Guidelines 

1.  There  are  no  limitations  on  the 
subject  matter  of  your  story  except  that 
it  must  relate  to  a  specific  Bible  verse 
and  offer  a  concrete  example  of  how  the 
verse  has  been  meaningful. 

2.  Essays  must  be  based  on  an  actual 
personal  happening,  and  no  more  than 
250  words. 

3.  If  possible,  the  essays  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced,  but  they  will  be 
accepted  in  long  hand. 

4.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no  later 
than  August  11, 1978. 

5.  Each  entry  should  include  the 
writer's  name,  address,  and  the  name  of 
the  writer’s  local  church.  Entries  cannot 
be  returned. 

Send  entries  to:  TM/UMR  Reader 
Essays,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 
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The  impetus  behind  this  change  is  an 
"evangelist”  (of  sorts)  called  “the  big 
bang  theory."  It  is  the  scientific  theory  — 
now  backed  by  nearly  indisputable 
scientific  evidence  —  that  the  universe 
has  not  always  existed,  as  most  scientists 
have  believed.  Instead,  the  evidence  says, 
it  came  into  being  through  a  single, 
unexplainable  explosion  —  the  origins  of 
which  are  forever  lost  to  scientific 
research. 

Dr.  Robert  Jastrow,  director  of  the 
National  Aeronautical  and  Space 
Administration’s  (NASA)  Goddard 
Institute  for  Space  Studies,  puts  the 
situation  this  way:  "For  the  scientist 
who  has  lived  by  his  faith  in  the  power  of 
reason,  the  story  ends  like  a  bad  dream. 
He  has  scaled  the  mountains  of 
ignorance;  he  is  about  to  conquer  the 
highest  peak  ;  as  he  pulls  himself  over  the 
final  rock,  he  is  greeted  by  a  band  of 
theologians  who  have  been  sitting  there 
for  centuries.” 

Suddenly  the  scientists  and  the 
theologians  have  remarkably  similar 
questions,  all  involving  an  enigma  which 
ultimately  must  be  answered  by  faith 
alone. 

But  unlike  the  scientist  Dr.  Jastrow 
describes,  for  Christians  the  story  does 
not  end  like  a  "bad  dream.”  And  while  it 
might  be  tempting  to  do  so,  it  should  not 
end  with  the  theologian  saying  to  the 
scientist  “I  told  you  so.” 

Science  and  theology  are  both  ways  of 
uncovering  God’s  truth.  All  of 
humankind  should  rejoice  that  there  are 
those  among  us  dedicated  to  using  their 
God-given  powers  of  reason  and  study  to 
help  us  understand  the  understandable. 
Likewise,  we  should  rejoice  that  there 
are  those  among  us  to  whom  physical 
investigation  of  our  universe  seems  less 
significant  than  the  understanding  of  our 
spiritual  journey. 

It  seems  hardly  remarkable  that  two 
such  endeavors  to  find  truth  in  our  world 
should  find  each  other  along  the  way.  For 
Christians  it  seems  even  less  remarkable 
that  ultimately  they  both  would  find  that 
truth  pointing  to  the  God  of  us  all. 


By  BOB  PHILLIPS 

It  seems  much  of  what  is  currently 
written  about  the  United  Methodist 
Church  comes  across  with  an  attitude  of 
"Let’s  kick  mother.”  The  frailties  and 
sins  of  the  church  are  ever  before  us, 
courtesy  of  the  vigilant  pens  of  a 
thousand  angry  critics.  Nor  is  the  source 
of  the  gunfire  predictable.  Wags  of  the 
religious  left,  right,  center  and  "no 
current  opinion"  caucuses  have  agreed 
to  disagree  with  the  church  over  this  or 
that  issue,  policy  or  person. 

Of  course  the  church  is  imperfect!  The 
church  insists  on  her  peculiar  right  to  run 
the  marathon  against  the  prevailing 
paganisms  of  our  age  with  alternately 
her  left  or  right  foot  in  her  mouth.  If 
nothing  else,  the  church  remains  as 
irrefutable  proof  of  her  Lord’s  sense  of 
humor.  Would  that  some  of  her  members 
shared  her  Creator’s  joy. 

Some  good  words  are  in  order  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Granted,  I 
speak  from  hopeless  prejudice,  being  an 
ordained  pastor  with  a  personal  stake  in 
the  future  of  the  pie.  Guilty  as  charged. 

Bravo  to  the  pluralism  of  our  church. 
As  an  evangelical,  it  has  been  my  joy  to 
have  the  liberty  pluralism  affords  to 
formulate  and  flesh  out  the  implications 
of  Christian  discipleship,  whether  for 
"professional”  ministry  or  for  personal 
devotion  to  Christ.  No  bishop,  district 
superintendent,  or  brother/sister  pastor 
has  ever  forbidden  or  censored  any 
sermon,  even  when  honest 
disagreements  have  existed.  It’s  been 
fun  enlightening  some  of  the  more 
"liberal”  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  fold 
with  revelations  that  not  all  theological 
conservatives  sign  their  names  with  an 
“X”,  and  that  some  conservatives  do 
wear  shoes  and  are  able  to  distinguish 
between  a  strangely-warmed  heart  and 
heartburn.  It’s  also  been  gratifying  to 
learn  that  not  all  liberal  pastors  light 
their  fireplaces  with  pages  from  the  King 
James  Version,  and  that  some  have 
personal  devotional  lives  more  current 
and  deeply-rooted  than  numerous  of  their 
most  vocal  critics.  Pluralism  has  its 
abuses,  but  it  remains  a  refreshing 
spiritual  catalyst  the  church  can 
scarcely  afford  to  lose.  Why  have  a 
“Here  I  Stand’’  column  if  there  is  no 
longer  anything  or  anyone  to  stand 
against? 

Bravo  to  our  church’s  connectional 
system.  Sure,  there  are,  and  will  always 
be,  those  whose  favorite  pastime  will  be 
to  play  either,  "Let’s  Butter  the  Bishop,” 
or  "Deepfry  the  D.S.”  Nor  can  the  most 
gaseous  of  the  daytime  TV  soap  operas 
approach  the  annual  conferences’  yearly 
renditions  of  "Didyah  Hear???”  sung  by 
a  hundred  flapping  tongues  to  a  thousand 
itching  ears.  But  I  would  not  trade  the 
connectional  system  for  any  I  know.  It  is 
a  liberating  feeling  for  pastors  to  know 
they  can  speak  their  consciences  in 
Christ  and  not  find  themselves  on  the 
street  the  next  morning.  It  is  reassuring 
for  the  local  church  to  know  that,  should 
pastoral  problems  arise,  there  are  those 
within  the  system  with  both  the  insight 
and  the  power  to  help.  It  is  comforting  for 
everyone  to  know  that  appointments  are 
not  made  with  a  dartboard  and  a 


blindfold,  except  as  a  last  resort! 

Bravo,  dare  I  say  it,  bravo  to  the 
bureaucrats  of  the  church.  Granted, 
some  church  boards  have  been  strangely 
selective  in  their  moral  outrage  over  the 
denial  of  human  rights  in  nation  A,  while 
maintaining  a  benign  silence  over  the 
genocide  taking  place  in  nation  B.  One 
does  occasionally  weep  for  the  number  of 
trees  ruthlessly  slain  to  provide  pulp  for 
the  latest  pronouncements  from  "on 
high,”  for  which  no  amount  of  recycling 
can  atone.  There  are  times  when  I  have 
had  to  squint  and  strain  to  find  the  name 
of  Jesus  hidden  amid  the  verbal  jungles 
of  church  agencies’  mandates  and 
memos. 

Then  I  read  how  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  one  of  the  few 
denominations  consistently  to  provide 
input  to  the  television  networks 
regarding  the  morality  and  propriety  of 
their  programming,  thanks  to  the  work 

Letters  to  th<  Editor 


of  the  nameless  legion  of  church 
bureaucrats.  I  read  of  church  statements 
on  a  social/political  issue  and  realize 
that,  regardless  of  political  persuasion, 
justice  is  being  denied  in  this  or  that 
country,  the  awareness  of  which  is 
thanks  to  our  church  bureaucracy. 

Bravo  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Her  demise  has  often  been  announced 
and  her  funeral  held,  but  she  always  has 
a  way  of  dancing  at  her  funeral  and 
shaking  hands  with  the  mourners  as  they 
pass  by  her  bier.  It  is  still  exciting  and 
fulfilling  to  be  a  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  May  it 
ever  be  so! 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UhJR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  Bob 
Phillips,  is  a  chaplain  with  the  U.S. 
Navy,  assigned  to  Guam. 


Death 


By  ELLIE  SAYRE 

A  caterpillar  in  a  cocoon, 
asleep 
in  the  dark 
changing  its  form, 
its  clothing, 

its  entire  way  of  existence; 
not  dead  as  we  think  of  dead 
but  lying  dormant  — 
in  limbo  — 

waiting  the  coming  transformation 
and  resurrection. 

A  person,  a  human,  in  fleshly  clothing, 
asleep 
in  the  dark 
changing  its  form, 
its  clothing, 

its  entire  way  of  existence; 
not  dead  as  we  think  of  dead 
but  lying  dormant  — 
in  limbo  — 

waiting  the  coming  transformation 
and  resurrection. 


Opinions  offered  on  ERA  value 


To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  the  delegates  to  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  voting  to  withdraw 
their  endorsement  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  (ERA).  I  feel  if  every 
Christian  had  the  opportunity  to  view  the 
obscene  and  Marxist  oriented  exhibit 
from  the  International  Women’s  Year 
which  was  held  in  Houston,  Texas,  last 
November,  there  would  not  be  a  church 
in  America  which  would  support  the 
ERA. 

When  will  every  United  Methodist 
church  stand  up  for  morality  and 
decency  and  stop  joining  in  boycotts  of 
states  which  have  not  ratified  ERA  and 
bringing  lawsuits  for  withholding  funds 
for  abortion?  Until  our  churches  take  a 
strong  stand  against  the  spread  of 
pornography  in  our  country,  the  teaching 
of  today’s  children  that  homosexuality  is 
normal  and,  therefore,  must  be  accepted 
as  a  way  of  life,  and  other  threats  to  the 
family  such  as  ERA,  then  I  feel  the 
churches  are  letting  America  down. 

Maxine  McClatchey 

Owensboro,  Kentucky 

Women’s  unit 
opposes  the  ERA 

To  the  Editor: 

Our  United  Methodist  Women’s  unit 
has  voted  not  to  support  the  ratification 
.  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  and  to 
work  against  its  passage  even  though  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Conference 
endorsed  this  ratification.  We  also 
believe  Congress  should  vote  against  the 
ERA  Extension  Bill  as  we  consider  it  an 
illegal  attempt  to  tamper  with  our  sacred 
U.S.  Constitution  and  a  misuse  of  the 
democratic  process. 

It  is  our  feeling  that  the  majority  of 
women  do  not  favor  the  ERA,  especially 
Methodist  women  who  have  taken  time  to 
really  research  the  issue  for  themselves 
and  find  that  it  goes  far  beyond  the 
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Letters  on  homosexuality 


'Gay’ pastor  debate  continues 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  article  “Wisconsin 
gets  homosexuality  report”  (TM/UMR, 
June  30)  and  I  am  so  filled  with  sorrow.  I 
am  sure  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  that 
dwells  within  me  is  truly  grieved  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  actually 
accepting  homosexuals  —  and  not  only 
accepting  them,  but  suggesting  these 
people  should  pastor  God’s  flock. 

This  report  says  "that  it  is  only  the 
barrier  imposed  on  them  by  their 
heterosexual  fellow  members  of  the 
church”  that  makes  it  impossible  at  this 
time  for  these  homosexuals  to  practice 
pastoral  ministry  or  to  be  appointed  as 
such. 

Have  these  persons  even  read  the  first 
chapter  of  Romans?  How  dare  they  even 
suggest  this  kind  of  individual  be  allowed 
to  lead  the  Lord’s  people? 

I  agree  something  should  be  done 
about  homosexuality.  These  people  need 
to  meet  the  "Great  Physician.”  They 
need  to  come  to  Jesus  for  the  cleansing 
power.  He  and  only  He  can  fill,  cleanse 
and  renew. 

According  to  this  article  the  statement 
is  madfe,  "We  find  no  evidence  that 
homosexuals  are  less  capable  of  hearing 
and  responding  to  God’s  call  to  ministry 
than  heterosexuals.”  I  cannot  believe 
this.  Do  they  actually  believe  that  God 
would  speak  of  these  people  as  He  does  in 
Romans  1  and  then  call  them  to  the 
ministry?  Are  there  more  UM  people 
who  feel  as  I  do?  I  must  protest  so  I  can 
stand  before  God  free  from  this  sin. 

Mary  Sanford 
Kill  Buck,  New  York 

Principles  not  law 

To  the  Editor : 

For  twenty-five  years  1  have  tried  to 
help  the  church  give  serious  heed  to  its 
Social  Principles,  but  I  never  considered 
them  to  be  the  law  of  the  church.  Now  I 
discover  that  some  Methodists  choose  to 
construe  a  Social  Principles  statement 
on  homosexuality  as  a  reason  to  deny 
appointment  to  a  qualified  minister.  I 
question  their  interpretation,  but 
consider  it  good  news  that  the  Social 
Principles  are  now  so  important. 

Perhaps  we  can  expect  a  new  world  of 
peace  and  justice  as  these  brothers  and 
sisters  are  similarly  zealous  for  the  Uni¬ 


ted  Nations,  world  law,  disarmament, 
restraint  on  the  wealthy  and  powerful, 
compensatory  programs  favoring  ethnic 
minorities,  new  forms  of  community, 
open  government  and  allegiance  to  God 
over  the  nation.  George  Gardner  Hill 
Norwalk,  Connecticut 

Appointment  outrageous 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  16  issue  of  TM/UMR  you 
ran  an  article  stating  that  Paul  Abels,  a 
self-declared  homosexual,  was 
reappointed  as  pastor  of  Washington 
Square  UMC.  This  is  the  most  outrageous 
thing  I’ve  ever  seen  done  to  God  and  His 
church.  To  see  Rev.  attached  to  his  name 
made  me  sick. 

I  saw  this  so-called  man  on  the  TV 
program  "Good  Morning  America.”  The 
way  he  sat  there  and  grinned  about  his 
way  of  life  was  nothing  but  blasphemy. 
When  asked  how  he  handled  situations 
like  the  "Anita  Bryant  thing,”  he  gave 
that  sick  grin  and  said,  "If  one  was  going 
to  take  scriptures  that  related  to  his  way 
of  life  literally,  then  they  would  have  to 
take  others  literally.  I  don’t  rely  on  those 
scriptures;  Anita  does.” 

God  help  us  if  this  is  what  we  have  to 
have  in  store  for  us  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Unless  we  as 
Methodists  take  a  solid  stand  against  this 
outrage  and  uphold  God’s  scriptures,  we 
are  doomed  as  a  denomination. 

Mrs.  Bill  Chapman 
Henderson,  Texas 
Views  sickening 
To  the  Editor: 

Recently  there  have  been  many  letters 
printed  on  the  case  of  Paul  Abels 
(TM/UMR,  July  7).  Most  I  have  agreed 
with,  but  there  are  some  that  actually 
sicken  me. 

If  one  is  a  true  Christian,  he  will  accept 
God’s  Word  as  true.  Isaiah  40:8  says, 
"The  grass  withers,  the  flower  fades,  but 
the  Word  of  our  God  stands  forever.” 
That  means  His  Word  will  never  be 
outdated  or  proven  wrong. 

So  how  can  so-called  Christians 
condone  homosexuality?  They  are  either 
ignorant  of  the  Word  of  God  or  else  they 
are  ignoring  it!  The  Bible  plainly  states 
that  homosexuality  is  an  abomination  to 
the  Lord  and  that  those  who  practice  it 
can  never  enter  the  Kingdom  of  God 
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simple  sounding  ideal  of  equal  pay  for 
equal  work,  and  would  be  very 
destructive  to  the  family  unit. 

Has  your  newspaper  ever  conducted  a 
poll  to  determine  how  the  United 
Methodist  Women  in  general  really  feel 
on  this  issue?  If  not,  we  challenge  you  to 
take  such  a  poll  and  look  forward  to 
seeing  the  results  published  in  a  future 
issue  of  the  newspaper. 

Charlene  Hughes 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

Without  the  ERA, 
widows  beware! 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  July  7  issue  of  TM/UMR  we 
could  not  help  but  sympathize  with  Mrs. 
Phelps  when  she  worried  about  losing 
her  property  because  of  excess  property 
tax. 

The  strange  thing  was  the  second 
paragraph  of  her  letter  when  she  spoke 
against  ERA.  I  hope  that  she  and  her 
husband  have  some  provisions  made  so 
that  she  may  keep  her  property  in  the 
unhappy  event  that  she  becomes  a 
widow.  Without  ERA,  many  farm  wives 
like  her  have  lost  and  will  continue  to  lose 
their  farms  because  of  the  unfair 
inheritance  tax  laws  which  apply  to 
women  but  not  to  men. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Millham 
Poplar  Bluff,  Missouri 


Truth  needs  diversity 

To  the  Editor:  J 

A  few  years  back  when  I  was  living  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya  (East  Africa),  a  survey 
was  done  at  the  University  College  in  the 
city  among  some  2,000  students,  most  of 
whom  were  African.  They  were  asked  to 
identify  the  shortwave  stations  around 
the  world  they  listened  to  with  some 
regularity  and  then  to  rank  in  order  the 
two  stations  they  felt  to  be  the  most 
reliable.  The  ranking:  Voice  of  America 
and  Radio  Peking!  It  hardly  made  sense 
until  we  returned  to  the  university  and 
inquired. 

The  students  regarded  VO  A  as  right 
wing  and  Radio  Peking  as  left  wing,  each 
giving  certain  elements  of  the  truth  but 
from  an  extremely  biased  perspective. 
They  felt  that  neither  told  the  full  story, 
but  that  the  real  truth  lay  somewhere 
between  the  two  points  of  view. 

I  wonder  if  such  could  be  the  case 
between  the  “official”  point  of  view  of 
the  Women’s  Division  and  the 
"unofficial”  views  presented  from  other 
media  sources  (TM/UMR,  June  9)? 
Personally,  I  am  glad  to  have  both  and 
feel,  like  the  students  in  East  Africa,  that 
the  full  truth  is  much  more  likely  to  be 
found  when  we  are  presented  by  a 
diversity  of  sources  and  perspectives. 

H.T.  Maclin 

Atlanta,  Georgia 


(read  I  Corinthians  6:9,  Romans  1:20-32, 
Genesis  19:1-26). 

It  seems  that  these  "liberals”  accept 
God’s  Word  only  when  it  suits  them,  and 
when  it  doesn’t,  they  ignore  it.  This  is 
wrong!  We  should  either  accept  all  of 
God’s  Word  or  none  of  it.  And  God’s 
wrath  will  surely  be  on  those  who 
condone  what  He  condemns. 

Colleen  Romick 
.  Sardis,  Ohio 

Let  8  not  judge 

To  the  Editor: 

How  can  anyone  who  professes  to 
follow  the  teachings  of  Christ  —  love, 
acceptance  and  forgiveness  —  seek  to 
condemn  any  segment  of  society,  be  it 
homosexuals  or  anyone  else? 

I  was  not  aware  that  we  Christians 
were  to  be  judges  of  our  fellowmen! 
Patricia  Crowell 
Huntington  Beach,  California 

‘Pathetic  drift’ 

To  the  Editor: 

If  I  had  seen  the  announcement  of  the 
appointment  of  Paul  Abels  to  Washington 
Square  UMC  (TM/UMR,  June  16),  my 
letter  would  have  arrived  with  the  others 
protesting  this  utterly  debasing  act  of  the 
New  York  Conference. 

One  of  the  great  shortcomings  of  our 
churches  today  (and  the  reason  for  the 
rise  of  the  evangelical  ministry  outside 
the  churches)  is  the  pathetic  drift  to 
accommodate  the  changes  in  secular 
morals  and  the  failure  to  stand  up  and 
preach  the  Word  of  God  as  given  to  us  in 
the  Scripture.  The  Old  Testament  said 
homosexuality  was  punishable  by  death; 
the  New  Testament  says  they  will  be 
excluded  from  the  fellowship  of 
Christians.  ^ 

Thieves  can  minister  to  thieves  —  after 
they  have  repented  of  their  sins  and 
turned  away  from  them  to  follow  Jesus 
Christ.  Murderers,  adulterers,  any 
sinners  can  do  likewise.  But  Paul  Abels 
apparently  says  God  has  changed  His 
mind  and  Paul’s  letters  to  the  churches 
are  just  idle  chatter. 

You  know  something?  I  believe  the 
positions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  become  like  the  meaningless 
chatter  of  a  garden  club  tea.  God  help  us. 

W.P.  Carl 
Angleton,  Texas 
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RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

SPACES  STILL  AVAILABLE  on  New  England  fall 
foliage  motorcoach  tours.  32  departures  beginning 
September  20  from  Dallas,  Houston  and  Little  Rock. 

13  days.  $580,  everything  included  except  noon 
luncheons.  Dan  Dipert  Tours,  Box  580,  Arlington, 
Tex.  76010.  (817)265-2236. 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  "Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord,"  15«;  100,  $14.00.  Poem 
cards:  "Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  100.  $2.00.  Plus  postage. 
Crosses-2,  Apex,  N.C.  27502. 

CHRISTIAN  FRIENDS:  Spend  winter  in  Indian 
Rocks  Beach,  Fla.  New  beach  house  sleeps  5.  Oct.  15- 
May  15,  3  mos.  minimum.  Near  church,  fishing  and 
golf.  R.  W  Heinz,  Rt.  1,  Box  374-Q,  Valrico,  Fla. 
33594.  Phone  (813  )  685-5327. 

SEVEN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions, 
January  13-20,  1979.  Write  WOMITO,  P.O.  Box 
660515,  Miami  Springs.  Fla.  33166. 

DCE  AND  YOUTH.  Resume,  references,  picture. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  6  East  Wright, 
Pensacola,  Fla.  32501. 

WANTED:  FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 
Ministry  for  2,800-member  Denver  suburban  United 
Methodist  Church.  Good  salary  and  fringe  benefits. 
Contact  Rev.  James  Barnes,  Littleton  United  Meth- 
odist  Church,  1313  West  Shepherd  Ave.,  Littleton, 
Col.  80120. 

FOR  SALE:  WORSHIP  ANTHOLOGY.  Collected 
services  of  all  types  written  by  local  churches  of  the 
Minnesota  conference.  $2.00  a  copy.  Write:  Worship 
Commission,  Room  400,  122  West  Franklin  Ave., 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55404. 

COME  LIVE  WITH  US  —  Gracious  retirement  living 
for  25  women.  All  rooms  private  and  on  ground 
floor.  No  nursing  care  —  no  entry  fee.  Reasonable 
monthly  rates.  Non-profit.  Sherick  Memorial  Home, 
2502  Utica  Ave.,  Lubbock,  Tex.  79407.  (806  )  799^600. 
Ola  R.  Haley,  Director. 

COLOR  CATALOGUE  ON  HOLY  LAND,  craft, 
supplies  and  souvenirs.  Available  for  $2.00  — 
refundable  on  first  order  Send  check  to:  "The  Three 
Arches  of  Bethlehem,"  Box  5291,  Lakeland,  Fla. 
33803. 

WONDERFUL  OPPORTUNITY  to  earn  substantial 
income  growing  earthworms  for  Rio.  Complete 
details  $1.00.  Money-back  guarantee  by  nation's 
largest  worm  farm.  Rio  Farms,  890  Lakeview,  Twin 
Peaks,  Calif.  92391 

PEWS  FOR  SALE:  12  feet  long  in  excellent 
condition.  Woodland  West  Baptist  Church,  Arlington, 
Tex.  Phone  (817  )  275-5959  or  write  P.O  Box  13300, 
76013. 

CRIMINY!  IT'S  THE  PREACHER!"  and  "Why  Be 
Without  a  Gripe’  "  Humorous  sketches  for  programs 
or  meetings.  $2.50  each.  Helen  Snyder,  833  Oak  St., 
Springfield,  Ohio  45505. 

•JESUS  MADE  MISTAKES."  New  pamphlet 
describes  major  mistakes  Jesus  made.  Send  $1  to: 
Mr.  Parry,  17807  Rosecliff,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44119.  : 

HELP  WANTED :  Married  couple  for  live-in  position 
supervising  6-10  troubled  boys  ages  12-17.  College 
degree  and  experience  helpful,  not  required.  On-the- 
job  training,  health  insurance,  retirement  and  other 
benefits.  Owned  and  operated  by  Volunteers  of 
America,  a  religious/social  organization.  Contact 
Max  Allen,  Wahkon,  Minn.  56386.  (612)  496-3344 


WANTED:  ELECTRIC  TRAINS:  Lionel-Amencan 
Flyer.  Send  numbers  and  description  for  a  fair  price 
to:  Rev.  David  Bloor,  420  E.  3rd  St.,  Uhrichsville, 
Ohio,  44683. 


BISHOP  ANECDOTES  suitable  for  sermon 
illustrations.  Needed  for  a  book.  Living  or  deceased. 
Thanks.  Bennett  Wm.  Palmer,  15  S.  Second  St., 
Haines  City,  Fla.  33844. 


NASHVILLE  ALBUM  recording  pressing  and  album 
jacket  design,  617  7th  Ave.  South,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37203.  (615)  256-0121. 


MINISTER  DESIRES  POSITION:  teaching,  selling, 
business  management.  Available  immediately.  Will 
relocate,  married.  B.A.  and  M.  Div.  degrees.  Write 
TM/UMR,  P.O,  Box  1076-MM,  Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 


AUSTRALIA,  NEW  ZEALAND.  FIJI.  TAHITI. 
September  23  departure.  Deluxe  hotels.  Join  Dallas 
group  in  San  Francisco,  personally  escorted.  Bess 
Loudermilk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas,  Tex.  75205. 


DRAMATIZED  NEW  TESTAMENT  -  King  James 
Version  —  16-cassette  album  —  word-by-word 
dramatization  —  added  sound  effects,  varied 
speaking  parts,  and  music.  Write  CASSETTE 
MINISTRY,  Inc.,  14  East  28th St.,  Suite  303-DK,  New 
York,  N  Y  10016,  for  free  complete  details.  Ask  for 
•‘DNT  Details.  "Thank  you. 


SINCERE,  SENSITIVE  47-year  young  male  church 
member  wants  to  establish  a  lasting  relationship 
with  an  attractive  female,  non-smoker,  who  is  not 
over  38  years  young,  weighs  less  than  130  pounds  and 
is  less  than  57"  tall.  Children  by  a  previous 
marriage  will  be  happily  accepted  provided  I  have 
definite  input  to  their  education  and  discipline.  Write 
Richard  L.  Parker,  18421  Delaware  St.,  Huntington 
Beach,  Calif.  92648. 


MONEY-MAKING  OPPORTUNITY  for  church 
groups.  Sell  unique,  exquisite  handcarved  mother-of- 
pearl  jewelry  from  Bethlehem.  Generous 
commission.  No  investment  Full  return  privileges. 
Our  25th  year  in  business.  Write  Holy  Land  Imports, 
2716  South  St.  Paul,  Denver,  Col.  80210. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  needed  in  rapidly  growing 
community.  Write:  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  433  Erlanger,  Slidell,  La.  70458. 


DIRECTOR  DAY  CARE  CENTER,  Christian  Out¬ 
reach,  opening  mid-August.  Licensed  32  children. 
Send  complete  resume,  education,  experience, 
salary  required.  Erlanger  United  Methodist  Church, 
Erlanger,  Ky.  41018. 


CUSTOM  BULLETINS  -  Full  color,  beautifully- 
made  from  a  color  slide  of  your  church.  Often  less 
expensive  or  even  free  with  advertising  plan. 
Samples,  info:  The  Mason  Studio,  86  Maple  St., 
Homell.  N  Y  14843 


CHRISTIAN  SINGLE  EDUCATED  professional  lady 
in  mid-fifties,  no  dependents,  wishes  to  hear  from 
similar  gentleman.  Interests  include  travel,  plants, 
painting,  reading.  Objective:  friendship,  maybe 
marriage.  Reply  to:  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076-SL, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75221. 
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Humor  wears  a  halo  in  a  gloomy  hospital  ward 


By  PATRICIA  C.  GROTH 

On  a  cold,  cloudy,  gray  day  in 
February  he  walked  into  the  hospital 
room  I  shared  with  three  other  women 
and  1  scarcely  lifted  my  head  in  greeting. 
I  knew  he  was  there  to  help  me  — 
ministers  have  to  help  people  —  it’s  their 
job,  but  I  did  not  feel  in  any  condition  to 
listen  to  lectures  or  prayers. 

I  had  been  ill  for  | 
months  with  a 
kidney  dysfunction 
and  there  seemed 
to  be  no  end  in 
sight.  This  was  my 
fifth  hospitalization 
in  four  months.  1 
had  been  probed, 
injected,  x-rayed, 
operated  on  and 
medicated.  I  had 
tubes  leading  into  me  and  tubes  hanging 
out  of  me.  I  would  no  longer  look  in  a 
mirror  because  I  looked  so  skinny  and 
gaunt  and  twice  my  28  years.  I  was  at  the 
lowest  point  in  my  life. 


Bill  Justice 


Bill  Justice  took  my  hand  and  said  in 
his  soft  Texas  tones,  ‘The  children  are 
fine,  Pat.  Thelma  and  I  drove  out  to  your 
place  yesterday  with  a  couple  of 
casseroles  and  a  cake  and  everything 
was  all  right.” 

I  couldn’t  answer  and  I  couldn’t  control 
the  tears  that  trickled  down  my  face.  Bill 
and  Thelma  could  still  spare  time  and 
effort  forme. 

“Hey,  I  didn’t  come  to  make  you  cry,” 
the  United  Methodist  pastor  said,  pulling 
a  chair  up  to  the  bed  and  sitting  down, 
‘‘and  I  didn’t  come  to  pray.  I  came  to 
read  to  you.”  He  pulled  a  small  book  out 
of  his  suit  pocket  with  his  right  hand  and 
a  watch  out  of  his  vest  pocket  with  his  left 
hand.  He  glanced  at  the  time  and 
returned  the  watch  to  its  pocket.  What 
was  it  going  to  be  —  John  Wesley’s 
journal?  Confessions  of  St.  Augustine? 
Crossing  his  legs  and  clearing  his  throat, 
he  began  to  read. 

“.  .  .  When  I  go  into  a  bank,  I  get 
rattled.  The  clerks  rattle  me;  the  wickets 
rattle  me;  the  sight  of  money  rattles  me; 


everything  rattles  me.” 

I  opened  my  eyes.  This  wasn’t  St. 
Augustine  or  John  Wesley  —  this  was 
Stephen  Leacock,  delightful  Canadian 
humorist  of  a  generation  past  My 
roommates  stirred  and  turned  toward  us, 
listening. 

In  his  most  winning  pulpit  voice,  Bill 
went  on,  “.  .  .  The  moment  I  cross  the 
threshold  of  a  bank  and  attempt  to 
transact  business  there,  I  become  an 
irresponsible  idiot.”  I  noticed  a  nurse  in 
the  doorway  behind  Bill’s  back.  She  must 
have  stopped  to  shush  him,  but  had  been 
caught  up  in  the  story,  or  maybe  it  was 
the  voice  that  held  her  —  that  lovely,  soft, 
strong  Texas  voice  that  gave  Leacock's 
essay  all  the  pathos  and  sly  humor  the 
author  intended.  The  nurse  disappeared 
without  interrupting  him. 

“.  .  .  I  shambled  in  and  looked  timidly 
around  at  the  clerks.  I  had  an  idea  that  a 
person  about  to  open  an  account  must 
needs  consult  the  manager.”  The  nurse 
reappeared  silently  in  the  doorway  with 
a  man  in  a  wheelchair.  Holding  her 


forefinger  to  her  lips,  she  moved  away  to 
make  room  for  an  aide  carrying  a  chair 
and  assisting  the  bathrobed  lady  from 
across  the  hall. 

“.  .  .  The  manager  was  a  grave,  calm 
man.  1  held  my  $56  clutched  in  a 
crumpled  ball  in  my  pocket. 

“  \  .  .  Are  you  the  manager?’  I  said. 
God  knows  I  didn’t  doubt  it!” 

Bill’s  blue  eyes  twinkled  and  I  smiled. 
He  went  on  and  I  forgot  the  pain  and  the 
misery  and  the  hateful  tubes,  caught  up 
in  the  simple  story  of  a  human  being  in 
an  ordinary  everyday  situation  who  feels 
like  a  fool  and  in  his  embarrassment, 
acts  like  one  too. 

Shifting  to  a  more  comfortable  position 
higher  up  in  the  bed,  I  noticed  that  now 
the  doorway  and  the  hall  outside  our 
room  were  both  filled  with  silent 
attentive  patients  and  staff  members. 
The  man  in  the  wheelchair  leaned 
forward  eagerly  hanging  on  every 
southern  stressed  word.  Bill  was 
unaware  of  the  audience  behind  him  and 
in  obvious  enjoyment,  went  on  with  the 


New  death  penalty 
ruling  seen  ‘hopeful’ 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  “Hopeful”  is 
how  a  United  Methodist  official 
described  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  July 
3  decision  further  restricting  application 
of  the  death  penalty. 

Just  two  years  and  one  day  after  its 
ruling  that  the  death  penalty  itself  was 
constitutional  but  was  to  be  restricted  by 
mitigating  circumstances,  the  high  court 
ruled  that  the  Ohio  law  did  not  allow  the 
sentencing  judge  or  jury  to  consider 
sufficiently  factors  concerning  the 
individual  or  the  crime. 

The  new  decision  was  called 
“progressive  toward  the  moral  position 
the  churches  have  consistently  taken”  by 
the  Rev.  John  P.  Adams,  director  of  law, 
justice  and  community  relations  for  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

The  court  nullified  Ohio’s  death 
penalty  law  because  it  made  the  death 
penalty  automatic  for  murder  unless  the 
convicted  person  could  show  that  the 
crime  was  coerced,  that  the  victim  had 
“induced  or  facilitated”  the  crime  or 
that  the  convicted  person  was  mentally 
deficient. 

It  held  that  anything  that  might  bear 
on  the  character  or  background  of  the 
murderer  or  on  the  crime  itself  must  be 

Memorial  set 
for  slain 
daughter 

WEST  ONEONTA,  N.Y.  (UMC)  -  A 
United  Methodist  clergyman  from  Long 
Island  has  established  a  foundation  in 
memory  of  his  daughter  who  was  slain 
last  December  while  hitchhiking  back  to 
college. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Velzy,  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Woodbury, 
announced  the  formation  of  the  Linda  Jill 
Velzy  Foundation,  “to  help  individuals 
improve  the  quality  of  their  lives  and  to 
establish  peace  and  brotherhood  among 
all  people,  regardless  of  age,  color  and 
social  status.” 

The  announcement  coincided  with 
word  that  Otsego  County  Court  Judge 
Joseph  Mogavero  Jr.  had  imposed  a  25- 
years-to-life  sentence  on  Ricky  A. 
Knapp,  a  former  convict.  On  June  19  a 
jury  had  found  him  guilty  of  second 
degree  murder  for  failing  to  get  medical 
attention  for  Miss  Velzy,  18,  after  she 
allegedly  injured  herself  jumping  from 
his  car. 

In  a  letter  to  members  of  the  Wyoming 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  who  came  to  the  aid  of  the 
Velzy  family,  Mr.  Velzy  wrote: 

“Many  incidents  remind  us  of  her 
concern,  her  ability  to  accept  all  people 
wherever  they  were  and  to  love  them.  We 
have  established  a  Linda  Jill  Velzy 
Foundation  which  will  help  us  to  keep  her 
goal  alive. 


Autumn  at  Kirkridge 

includes: 

JUNG,  DREAMS  &  GOSPEL 
pt.  29-Oct.  1 
Led  by  Morion  Kelsey 

ART  OF  HEALING  &  SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION 
Oct.  2-1 

Led  by  Morion  Kelsey 
THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  AGING 
Oct  6-8 

Led  by  Maggie  Kuhn 

SPIRITUAL  COUNSELLING  & 
CONGREGATIONAL  RENEWAL 
Ocl.  17-20 

Led  by  John  Biersdorf 
THE  MIDLIFE  JOURNEY 
Oct.  27-29 

Led  by  Cindy  and  Bob  Raines 
PRAY  ING  AND  PEACE  MAKING 
Nov  17-19  and 
Nov  19-21 

Led  by  Daniel  Berrigan 
REIMAGING  MINISTRY 
Dec  15-17 
Led  by  Jim  Wallis 


Write  or  lull  lor  Inlo. 
rales,  registration 
KIKKKIIH.I 
Bangor.  PA  I  HO  Cl 
(2151  5HH-I79U 


Kirkridge 


A  Mountain  Retreat  Center 
Robert  A  Raines.  Director 
85  mi.  from  NYC&Phila. 

25  m  i.  from  A  llentown  airport. 


considered  in  the  sentencing  procedure. 

With  an  estimated  475  persons 
currently  under  death  sentences  in  the 
U.S.,  at  least  a  score  of  persons  on 
“death  row”  in  Ohio  gained  immediate 
relief.  How  many  of  the  others  will  be 
spared  execution  as  a  result  was 
uncertain,  because  state  laws  vary. 

The  church’s  position  on  capital 
punishment,  adopted  by  the  1976  General 
Conference,  says:  “The  studies  of  the 
social  causes  of  crime  continue  to  give  no 
substantiation  to  the  conclusion  that 
capital  punishment  has  a  deterrent 
value.  The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
convinced  that  the  nation’s  leaders 
should  direct  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  the  total  criminal  justice 
system  and  to  the  elimination  of  the 
social  conditions  which  breed  crime  and 
cause  disorder,  rather  than  fostering  a 
false  confidence  in  the  effectiveness  of 
the  death  penalty.  The  use  of  the  death 
penalty  gives  official  sanction  to  a 
climate  of  violence.  The  .  .  .  church  .  .  . 
urges  its  abolition.  ” 


UM  bishop  talks  with  Indian  chief 

WHEELING,  W.  Va.  — United  Methodist  Bishop  Frederick  Wertz  (left),  of  the  West 
Virginia  Area,  chats  with  Ernie  Peters,  a  Sioux  chief,  during  a  recent  stopover  here  of 
American  Indians  on  “The  Longest  Walk.”  Three  United  Methodist  agencies  have 
given  financial  support  to  the  walk,  which  ended  in  Washington,  D.C.  where  peaceful 
demonstrations  are  now  being  held.  The  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Hunger 
Coordinating  Committee  donated  $15,000  and  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  $10,000 
to  help  provide  food  and  medical  care  for  the  demonstrators,  while  Global  Ministries’ 
Education  and  Cultivation  Division  contributed  $500  for  promotional  material 
explaining  legislation  being  protested  by  the  Indians. 
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Thanks  to  UM  congregation 


Refugee  story  has  happy  ending 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DAINGERFIELD,  Tex.  -  The  story  of 
Tu  Van  Tuan,  owner-operator  of  a 
grocery  store  in  a  small  town  in 
Cambodia,  is  all  too  familiar.  But  unlike 
many  such  stories,  this  one  has  a  happy 
ending  —  thanks  to  a  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  another  small  town,  deep 


in  the  heart  of  Texas. 

Today  the  Tu  family  are  respected 
members  of  this  community.  They  live  in 
a  rented  house  which  is  completely  fur¬ 
nished.  Tu  Van  Tuan  has  a  job  and  his 
oldest  child  is  enrolled  in  kindergarten, 
where  she  is  busily  learning  English  and 
teaching  it  to  her  little  brothers.  And  they 
have  at  least  350  friends:  the  members  of 


Cambodian  refugee  Tu  Van  Tuan  learns  English  from  Vicki  Surratt  at  an  adull 
education  center  in  the  public  library  at  Daingerfield,  Tex.,  his  new  home  since  he 
and  his  family  were  sponsored  by  members  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

3  7  ministers  seek  ruling  on 
homosexual  appointment 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

WOODBURY,  Conn.  —  Thirty-seven 
ministers  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  New  York  Annual  Conference 
have  petitioned  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops  to  ask  for  a  ruling  in 
the  controversial  appointment  of  a  self- 
avowed  homosexual  to  a  local  church  in 
New  York  City. 

The  petition  calls  upon  the  bishops  to 
“seek  a  declaratory  decision”  from  the 
UMC’s  Judicial  Council  (supreme  court) 
on  whether  the  laws  of  the  denomination 
have  been  violated  by  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Paul  Abels,  a  homosexual,  to 
Washington  Square  UMC  in  New  York 
City. 

Signatures  on  the  petition  were 
gathered  by  the  Rev.  Ernesto  Vasseur, 
pastor  of  Woodbury  UMC  here,  and 
copies  were  mailed  July  12  to  all  the 
denomination’s  active  bishops. 

“We  are  asking  that  our  principles  be 
reaffirmed  in  unmistakable  terms,”  the 
petition  says,  “and  that  we  may  put  an 
end  immediately  to  this  moral  scandal, 
for  much  harm  will  come  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  if  it  is  allowed  to 
continue.” 

Mr.  Abels  was  reappointed  to 
Washington  Square  UMC  in  June  by 
Bishop  Ralph  Ward  Jr.  of  the  New  York 


Area  after  a  majority  of  ministerial 
members  of  the  conference  present 
during  a  lengthy  executive  session  voted 
to  support  his  remaining  in  the  local 
pastorate.  (Members  of  Washington 
Square  UMC  also  had  requested  that  he 
be  reappointed.)  During  the  same 
session,  a  majority  of  the  ministers 
present  voted  not  to  seek  a  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  ruling  on  the  “appointability  of  homo¬ 
sexual  ministers.” 

Mr.  Vasseur  claims  that  because  of  the 
late  hour  of  the  executive  session  (1  a.m 
on  Sunday  morning)  many  pastors  had  to 
leave  to  return  to  their  charges  for 
Sunday  services  and  that,  therefore,  the 
vote  was  not  representative  of  the 
conference. 

“1  would  estimate  that  fewer  than  half 
of  the  700  ministerial  members  of  the 
conference  were  there  for  the  vote,”  Mr 
Vasseur  said.  “But  even  if  everyone 
voted  for  Mr.  Abels’  appointment,  that 
still  doesn’t  take  away  from  the  fact  that 
such  an  appointment  is  in  violation  of  our 
Book  of  Discipline.’  ” 

The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  UMC’s 
Council  of  Bishops  during  which  the 
petition  could  be  considered  is  set  for 
Nov.  13-17  Should  the  bishops  decide  to 
seek  the  declaratory  judgment,  as 
requested,  the  matter  could  go  to  the 
Judicial  Council  early  next  year. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  who 
brought  them  here. 

Hopefully,  says  the  Rev.  Don  Sinclair, 
pastor,  this  fresh  start  for  the  Tu  family 
will  help  ease  the  painful  memories  they 
share  with  many  Cambodian  refugees: 
the  confiscation  of  their  store,  burning  of 
their  house,  stealing  of  their  food  and 
eventually  their  escape  by  night  on  an 
overloaded  boat  to  Thailand. 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Tu  and  their  three 
children  spent  10  months  in  a  refugee 
camp,  “belonging  to  no  one  and  under 
the  protection  of  no  legal  authority,”  as 
Mr.  Sinclair  puts  it,  but  sustained  by 
Church  World  Service  as  they  awaited 
sponsorship 

Meanwhile  here,  publicity  about  the 
plight  of  refugees  caused  First  Church 
members  to  do  some  soul-searching  and 
decide  to  sponsor  a  family.  The  Tu 
family  arrived  and  “sponsorship  has 
been  surprisingly  easy”  as  well  as 
rewarding,  Mr.  Sinclair  reports. 

Although  the  refugee  family  spoke  no 
English,  excellent  facilities  and 
competent  instructors  were  available 
through  an  adult  education  center.  Mr. 
Tu’s  current  minimum-wage  job  will 
give  way  to  a  better  job  in  industry  as 
soon  as  he  is  conversational  in  English. 

The  family’s  only  costs  have  been  for 
rent  and  food  and  a  few  minor  household 
items  The  congregation  has  supplied  a 
full  complement  of  furnishings, 
appliances,  television  and  three  usable 
bicycles. 

The  rewards  for  the  congregation  are 
infinite,  Mr.  Sinclair  says:  “Our  people 
know  they  have  been  a  part  of  God’s 
caring  for  the  pained  of  His  world.  ”  It’s  a 
good  experience  to  know  that  soon  the  Tu 
Van  Tuan  family  will  be  self-sustaining 
among  new  friends  in  a  new  land,  he 
says. 


story  he  was  telling. 

“  *.  .  .  —What!  Are  you  drawing  it  all 
out  again?”’ 

The  lady  in  the  bathrobe  was  staring 
and  I  followed  her  eyes.  Bill  Justice 
certainly  did  not  resemble  any  angel  I 
have  ever  seen  pictured  or  imagined,  not 
this  tall  paunchy  man  with  the  wisps  of 
gray  hair  around  his  ears,  but  there  it 
was  —  just  over  his  head  —  an 
unmistakable  halo.  I  realized  in  a 
moment  that  it  was  the  ceiling  light 
glinting  off  his  bald  scalp,  but  it  startled 
me  and  I  grinned. 

\  . .  How  will  you  have  it?’ 

‘—in  fifties.' 

He  gave  me  a  $50  bill. 

‘And  the  six?’ 

‘In  sixes,’  I  said  . . .” 

Bill  finished  the  story  and  reached  for 
my  relaxed  hand.  “I’d  like  us  to  say  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  together,”  he  said  quietly 
“It  always  helps  me.” 

Clasping  hands,  we  started.  “Our 
Father—.”  Behind  Bill  a  chorus  of  weak 
voices  joined  us  —  “who  art  in  heaven.” 


He  stood  up  then  and  turned  to  look  at 
his  impromptu  congregation.  “Bless 
you,"  he  said  softly.  “Bless  you.”  And 
they  clapped  for  him. 

I  don't  claim  that  I  recovered  that 
moment,  but  of  course,  in  time,  I  did  get 
well  and  become  immersed  in  the  normal 
busy  world  outside  the  hospital.  We 
moved  away  from  that  New  York  town 
and  so  did  Bill  and  Thelma.  Over  the 
years  our  contact  dwindled  to  the  printed 
Christmas  letter,  but  I  will  never  forget 
the  man  who  knew  exactly  what  my  poor 
beaten  soul  needed  at  a  particular 
moment  in  time  —  and  supplied  it,  and 
while  doing  so,  lightened  a  grim  winter 
day  for  a  whole  ward  full  of  sick  and 
depressed  human  beings. 

Many  people  talk  about  duty  and  go 
about  it  grimly.  Some  do  it  with  joy  and 
humor. 

Ms.  Groth  says  that  "for  many  years  I 
was  wife,  mother,  writer  and  now  that 
four  of  my  five  children  are  grown  I  have 
the  time  to  be  wife,  writer,  mother."  She 
lives  in  Pennington,  N.J 


Male  and  female  roles 
in  ministry  challenged 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  —  United  Methodist 
pastors  and  their  spouses  here  last  week 
were  challenged  to  toss  their  old  ideas  of 
masculine  and  feminine  “out  the 
window”  and  to  take  a  new  look  at  the 
roles  men  and  women  can  have  in  society 
today  —  roles  no  longer  determined 
solely  by  sex. 

A  husband  and  wife  team  from  Los 
Angeles,  Richard  Bright  and  Jean 
Stapleton,  told  the  Pastors’  School  of  the 
South  Carolina  conference  that  the 
stereotypes  of  what  male  and  female  can 
do  are  learned  —  especially  in  marriage 
—  and  are  undergoing  change 

The  California  couple  headed  a  three 
day  conference  dealing  with  the  issues  of 
men  and  women  in  ministry.  Co-authors 
of  the  book  “Equal  Marriage” 
(Abingdon,  1976),  they  stood  together  at 
the  speaker’s  lecturn  sharing  the  same 
notes  and  speaking  alternately. 

They  called  the  “one-up,  one-down” 
marriage  —  in  which  one  spouse,  usually 
the  male,  makes  the  decisions  and  the 
other  submits  but  still  works  to  get  her 
way  —  an  unhealthy  relationship.  As 
an  example,  they  pointed  to  the  “I  Love 
Lucy”  television  show  of  10  years  ago. 
The  plots,  for  the  most  part,  dealt  with 
the  husband,  Desi  Arnez,  making  official 
decisions,  such  as,  “No,  Lucy,  you  can’t 
go  with  the  band  to  South  America.” 
Then  for  the  rest  of  the  show,  the  couple 
said,  Lucy  (Lucille  Ball)  and  her  friend 
would  connive  to  get  around  that  decision 
to  let  Lucy  have  her  way. 

The  two  speakers,  she  a  journalist  and 
he  a  UM  minister  engaged  in  family 
counseling,  said  a  far  healthier  marriage 
is  one  in  which  conniving  and 
manipulation  are  “out”  and  honesty  and 
negotiation  are  “in.” 

Two  basic  rights  seen 

“There  are  two  basic  rights  in  being 
equal  in  marriage  —  all  else  is 
privilege,”  said  Mr.  Bright.  “One  is  the 
right  to  ask  your  spouse  for  anything 
And  two  is  the  flip  side:  the  right  to 
answer  yes,  yes  in  part,  or  no.” 

The  couple  addressed  several  social 
problems  as  they  described  the  changing 
sex  roles  today  and  advised  pastors  how 
to  counsel  persons  in  sexual  crisis.  Rape, 
they  said,  in  70  percent  of  the  cases  is  not 
an  act  of  sex  but  “a  planned  act  of 
violence,  pent-up  male  hostility  against 
the  world,  parents,  or  self  unleashed  on 
an  innocent  victim.”  Wife-beating  they 
laid  to  the  male  assumption  that  the 
female,  the  wife,  was  his  “property”  to 
be  used  as  he  wished. 

Clergywomen  bring  a  special 
perspective  to  the  ministry,  the  third 
speaker  told  the  pastors’  school.  “It’s  a 
maternal  gift,  an  innate  feminine 
caring.” 

Priscilla  Procter,  a  UM  laywoman 
from  New  York  City  and  associate  editor 
of  “Parade,”  a  Sunday  magazine  for 
newspapers,  based  her  statements  on 
interviews  she  and  her  husband  gathered 
for  their  book  “Women  in  the  Pulpit:  Is 
God  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer?” 
(Doubleday,  1976). 

Several  women  clergy  on  a 


panel 


6Gay’  pastor  talks  about 
Scripture  and  morality 


NEW  YORK  iRNS)  -  An  ac¬ 
knowledged  homosexual  minister  who 
was  recently  reappointed  to  serve  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  here  says  that 
"time  has  shown  us  that  one  cannot  rely 
upon  Scripture  to  make  absolute 
judgments  about  life.” 

The  Rev.  Paul  Abels,  pastor  of  the 
Washington  Square  UMC,  made  the 
comment  while  being  interviewed  by 
Hugh  Downs  on  the  ABC-TV  program, 
‘  ‘Good  Morning  America .  ’  ’ 

Asked  how  he  responds  to  people  who 
say  the  Bible  teaches  that  homosexuality 
is  immoral,  Mr.  Abels  said  those  who 
believe  this  should  also  examine 
Scriptural  statements  on  worpen  and 
slavery  —  “things  we  found  through  ex¬ 
perience  in  history  are  wrong.” 

According  to  the  minister,  “We  simply 
have  to  deal  with  the  question  of  literal 
interpretation.  I  do  not  interpret  it 
(Scripture)  literally  Anita  (Bryant) 
does.” 

Mr  Abels  noted  that  a  church  in 


responding  to  Ms.  Procter’s  address 
disagreed  that  the  perspective  was 
“innate”  or  unique  to  women.  It  is  a 
human  response,  they  said,  found  in  men 
as  well  as  women. 

Ms.  Procter  said  women  in  ministry  in 
main  line  Protestant  churches  are  not  as 
far  along  as  many  might  believe.  Of  the 
approximately  10,000  ordained  women  in 
the  U.S.,  almost  one-half  are  in 
Pentecostal  churches  and  29  percent  are 
in  the  Salvation  Army  And  that  total  is 
merely  2.2  percent  of  all  clergy,  she 
added.  “It  was  1.9  percent  25  years  ago, 
so  that's  no  mass  acceptance  of  women 
clergy.” 

Wives'  lives  changing 

The  fourth  speaker  centered  on  the 
changes  occurring  with  ministers’  wives. 
Ruth  Truman  of  West  Lake,  Calif.,  a 
recent  PhD.  graduate  from  the 
University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles 
and  the  author  of  “The  Underground 
Manual  for  Ministers’  Wives” 
(Abingdon,  1974),  called  the  traditional 
role  of  a  ministers’  wife  “submissive  - 
dominant.”  Or,  as  a  recent  magazine 
article  called  it,  she  said,  “little  woman- 
big  man. 

That  role  depends  too  heavily  on  the 
wife  drawing  her  sense  of  identity  from 
the  dominance  of  her  husband,  said  Dr. 
Truman,  herself  a  UM  minister’s  wife. 
One  danger  in  the  role  today  is  that  men 
are  walking  out  because  the  economic 
and  psychological  burdens  are  too  much 
to  bear. 

To  be  a  real  person  —  the  aim  of  every 
minister’s  wife  —  she  said,  is  to  be 
“centered  in  self,  not  self -centered,  for 
there  is  a  difference.  It  is  to  be 
comfortable  with  yourself  so  you  can 
develop  strong  loving  relationships  with 
others.  Be  strong  in  yourself  so  you  can 
give  yourself  away  to  others.  My  dad 
used  to  say,  “Cast  your  bread  on  the 
waters  and  see  if  it  comes  back 
buttered.'  It  does.” 

The  church  has  not  completely  faced 
up  to  the  new  changes  in  the  parsonage  — 
the  working  wife.  Dr.  Truman  says  this 
raises  the  question:  what  does  ministry 
mean?  Does  it  mean,  she  asked,  that  the 
minister  must  always  “move  up”  to 
another  and  bigger  church,  thus 
uprooting  the  wife  from  her  job?  Or,  she 
asked,  could  it  mean  staying  longer  in  a 
parish  to  minister  more  deeply  to  a 
congregation  while  allowing  the  wife  to 
continue  her  career?  _ _ 


California  (Sunny  Hills  UMC  in  Milpitas) 
has  stated  it  is  willing  to  accept  a  pastor 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation.  “I  think 
other  churches  will  do  the  same  in  due 
time.” 

The  UM  minister  commented  that  “to 
be  a  pastor  requires  a  certain 
professional  relationship  with  people, 
and  I  think  that’s  equal  regardless  of  a 
person's  homosexuality.” 

In  discussing  “covenant  ceremonies  " 
uniting  people  of  the  same  sex,  Mr.  Abels 
said,  “I  believe  God  has  created  us  with  a 
variety  of  possibilities  in  life.  Marriage  is 
one  of  them,  the  dominant  and  normative 
one  in  our  culture.  However,  many  of  us 
have  found  it  is  not  the  exclusive  one, 
that  a  happy  and  positive  relationship 
can  be  had  between  people  of  the  same 
sex. 

"Some  of  these  people  are  members  of 
churches,"  he  said.  “If  we  find  these  to 
be  good  relationships,  then,  there  might 
well  be  some  ritual  that  blesses  and 
confirms  those  relationships  in  order  to 
help  make  them  whole.” 
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Itineracy:  Workable  relic? 

System  of  preacher-moving  needs  updating ,  commission  finds 
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UM  charismatics  hold  healing  service 

DUBLIN.  Ireland  —  Dr.  Robert  G.  Tuttle  Jr.  Pasadena,  Calif.,  (center  with  striped 
shirt),  United  Methodist  theologian,  leads  a  healing  service  for  UM  charismatics 
attending  the  Roman  Catholic  conference  on  Charismatic  Renewal  here  last  month. 
According  to  the  invitation,  the  26-member  UM  delegation  was  invited  because  oi 
"the  substantial  impact  the  Wesleyan  holiness  tradition  has  had  on  the  worldwide 
charismatic  renewal.”  mannaphoto 

Mission  to  ‘ come  alive’ for  churches 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Ever  since 
John  Wesley  decided  that  a  constant 
moving-around  of  preachers  is  the  way 
"God  has  always  wrought  among  us," 
the  itineracy  system  in  which  ministers 
move  regularly  to  new  churches  as  they 
are  appointed  to  their  "fields  of  labor" 
by  a  bishop  —  has  been  a  distinctive 
mark  of  Methodism. 

It  still  is.  But  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  today  that  system  is  being 
challenged  in  ways  Wesley  never 
dreamed  of.  Some  say  it’s  outmoded:  a 
relic  of  a  simpler  time  when  ministers 
were  white  males,  ministry  was  fulltime 
and  a  bishop’s  authority  went 
unquestioned. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  not  outmoded;  it’s 
still  a  good  system,  said  a  Commission  to 
Study  the  Itineracy  meeting  here  last 
week  for  a  second  round  of  deliberations. 
And  it  is  flexible  enough  to  meet  the 
church’s  needs  today. 

But  the  church  must  begin  to  practice 
what  it  already  “preaches”  (in  its  "Book 
of  Discipline”)  about  issues  such  as  open 
itineracy  and  open  consultation  among  a 
bishop,  his  appointee  and  those  in  that 
"field  of  labor.”  And  it  must  come  to 
grips  with  the  fundamental  question  of 

What  is  ministry?”  —  and  therefore, 
what  are  full  time  and  part-time 
ministry? 

Undoubtedly,  the  commission  noted, 


Interpreters  serve  across  UMC 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Well  aware  that 
local  churches  like  face-to-face  contact 
with  missionaries,  Beverly  Judge,  the 
new  executive  for  field  interpretation, 
says  they  are  going  to  get  just  that. 

Missionaries  who  have  served  in 
Argentina,  Singapore,  Belize  and 
Kentucky  have  been  named  mission 
interpreters-in-residence  for  the  coming 
year  to  make  mission  come  alive  for 
local  churches. 

Robert  and  Nancy  Fogal,  who  taught 
at  the  Evangelical  Institute  of  Higher 
Theological  Studies  in  Buenos  Aires  for 
nine  years,  have  been  assigned  to  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction. 


a 

Robert  F ogal  Nancy  Fogal 

Two  natives  of  Oklahoma,  Guy  and 
Betty  Garrett,  will  serve  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  based  in  Dallas. 
Since  1968  Dr.  Garrett  has  taught  at 
Trinity  Theological  College,  Singapore, 
after  four  years  as  a  parish  minister  in 
Malaysia. 

Herman  and  Nelva  Siedschlag  have 
had  various  parishes  in  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference,  most  recently 
serving  Thousandsticks  and  ecumenical 


congregations  at  Dryhill  and  Forsythe 
Chapel.  They  are  assigned  as  mission 
interpreters-in-residence  for  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  based  in  the 
Atlanta  area. 

Ned  Walter, 
former  teacher  in 
Belize,  has  agreed 
to  continue  for  a 
second  year  in  the 
Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  based  in 
Berkeley,  Calif.  He 
and  his  wife, 

Beverly,  participa¬ 
ted  in  the  first  yearj 
of  the  pilot  project 
which  started  in  September  1977. 

This  year  there  will  be  no  interpreter- 
in-residence  in  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

The  new  mission  interpreters  began  an 
orientation  program  in  New  York  in  mid- 
June  and  are  on  the  job  now. 

"We  don’t  have  the  money  to  service 
every  local  church  with  a  personal  visit," 
Ms.  Judge  said,  "so  we  have  to  make 
better  use  of  the  funds  we  have  available. 

"Of  course,  the  interpreters-in- 
residence  will  continue  to  do  some 
itineration,"  she  said,  "but  they  will  give 
priority  to  situations  where  they  can 
participate  in  planning  and  evaluation, 
as  well  as  serve  as  mission  interpreters. 
They  may  also  have  fresh  ideas  and  test 
them  out  to  find  new  models  that  work.” 

Many  annual  conferences  are  doing  an 
excellent  job  of  mission  interpretation, 
according  to  Ms.  Judge.  Thus  one  task  of 


Nelva  and  Herman  Siedschlag 
the  interpreters-in-residence  is  to  find 
out  what  the  conferences  are  doing  in 
order  to  share  it  with  others. 

Stanley  Maughlin,  a  missionary  who 
escaped  from  Zaire  during  the  80-day 
war  in  1977  and  has  been  a  mission 
interpreter-in-residence  this  past  year 
South  Central  Jurisdiction, 


44  new  missionaries  head 
for  overseas  assignment 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Seven 
American  blacks,  one  Asian  American 
and  one  Hispanic  American  are  among 
the  44  new  United  Methodist 
missionaries  now  undergoing  a  month’s 
orientation  at  Stony  Point,  N.Y.,  in 
preparation  for  assignment  outside  the 
U.S. 

The  blacks,  all  going  to  Africa,  are  the 
Rev.  Frank  L.  and  Carolyn  Horton  of 
Huntington,  W.  Va.;  Cheryl  and  Robert 
Maddox  of  Atlanta;  Margo  Stubbs  of 
Nassau,  Bahamas;  Albertha  Sistrunk  of 
Spartanburg,  S.C.;  and  Kenneth  White, 
completing  degree  work  at  the  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington  to 
leave  in  January.  The  Rev.  John 
Fujimori  of  San  Jose,  Calif.,  will  teach  in 
Japan,  and  Walter  and  Lois  Padilla  are 
going  to  Zaire. 

"This  is  a  significant  increase  in  the 
number  of  ethnic  minority  persons  going 
into  missionary  service,"  said  the  Rev. 
Avery  C.  Manchester,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Personnel 
in  Mission.  "It  is  one  of  the  largest 
groups  of  ethnics  ever  sent.  It  reflects  the 
growing  awareness  of  ethnics  that  they 
have  a  place  in  the  life  of  the  World 
Division,”  he  stated. 

Mr.  Manchester  noted  that  one-eighth 
of  the  44  new  appointees  will  be  involved 
in  theological  education,  pastoral 
training  or  church  development:  one 


each  in  Sierra  Leone,  Liberia,  Nigeria, 
Zaire  and  Chile. 

Another  significant  development  is  the 
increasing  number  of  missionaries  going 
to  the  South  Pacific.  Eight  years  ago 
there  were  no  United  Methodist 

missionaries  in  this  area.  The  three  who 
went  out  in  February  and  the  Paul 
Cookes  going  to  Tonga  next  month  will 
bring  the  total  to  17  UM  missionaries  in 
the  South  Pacific. 

According  to  Henry  Lacy,  who  has 
been  secretary  for  the  South  Pacific  area 
since  1972,  the  largest  Methodist 

community  is  part  of  the  United  Church 
of  Papua  New  Guinea.  In  addition  to 
supplying  this  church  with  personnel,  the 
World  Division  has  assisted  the 

autonomous  Methodist  churches  of  Fiji 
and  Tonga  with  missionaries  and  sent 
three  people  to  the  New  Hebrides 

through  the  channels  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  U.S. A. 

Youngest  "missionary”  at  Stony  Point 
is  a  week-old  baby,  the  child  of  the 
Maddoxes,  who  are  going  to  Sierra 
Leone.  The  parents  were  unable  to  attend 
the  missionary  conference  in  Allentown, 
Pa.,  last  month  but  hastened  to  the 
orientation  sessions  when  their  daughter 
was  five  days  old.  The  remainder  of  the 
new  missionaries  range  in  age  from  23  to 
retirement  age. 


Rafters  will  ring 
at  Wesley’s  Chapel 

WICHITA  FALLS,  Tex.  —  The  reopening  of  historic 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London  on  Nov.  1  will  resound  to  the 
music  of  its  great  organ,  thanks  to  a  gift  by  J.W.  Akin  and 
his  wife  Dr.  Nita  Akin  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
here.  The  couple  has  given  the  money  necessary  to  restore 
the  organ,  according  to  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  executive  for 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 

Dr.  Akin  was  organist  at  First  Church  here  for  50  years 
as  well  as  an  international  concert  artist  since  1938. 

Invited  by  the  program  committee  to  participate  in  the 
reopening  ceremonies  at  which  Methodists  from  all  over 
the  world  will  participate,  Dr.  Akin  said,  "I  will  play  one 
of  the  well-known  Charles  Wesley  hymns  and  end  it  with  a 
hallelujah!  ”  world  .wkthodist council  photo 


John  Wesley  did  not  face  today’s  influx  of 
female  clergy  or  clergy  couples;  would- 
be  "part-time”  clergy  or  "worker- 
priests”  who  serve  primarily  in  secular 
jobs;  ethnic  clergy  or  clergy  who  work 
beyond  the  local  church. 

It's  only  recently  that  questions  arose: 
(1)  whether  a  guaranteed  appointment 
for  every  minister  is  the  best  way  to  get 
quality  ministry  —  or  to  reward  it;  (2)  if 
non-male,  non-white  clergy  can  be  freely 
appointed  in  a  truly  "open”  itineracy; 
(3)  if  a  clergyperson’s  vocation  must 
take  precedence,  especially  at  moving 
time,  over  the  vocation  of  a  spouse,  in  a 
day  when  more  and  more  spouses  work 
outside  the  home;  and  (4)  how  a  whole 
gamut  of  experimental  ministries  fit  into 
an  itineracy  system  geared  historically 
to  the  local  parish. 

The  commission  was  assigned  to  study 
the  itineracy  as  it  relates  to  four  specific 
issues:  clergy  couples,  part-time 
appointments,  "worker-priests”  and 
guaranteed  employment  for  ministers. 
The  commission  was  not  mandated  to 
study  "whether  the  itineracy  should 
continue  to  exist,"  its  chairperson,  the 
Rev.  Donald  H.  Treese,  Carlisle,  Pa., 
reminded  the  18  widely-representative 
members,  but  only  how  the  church  can 
"plan  creatively”  around  these  specific 
issues. 

The  commission  was  formed  by  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry,  after  the 
1976  General  Conference  mandated  such 
a  study.  It  must  report  its  findings  to  the 
division  by  the  fall  of  1979,  along  with 
proposals  for  new  legislation  regarding 
the  appointive  system. 

While  no  one  was  predicting  this  early 
in  the  commision’s  deliberations  what 
such  legislation  might  be,  proposals 
regarding  the  status  of  the  church’s  more 
than  300  clergy  couples  are  expected.  A 
previous  "Disciplinary"  provision 
permitting  clergy  couples  to  waive 
minimum  salary  was  struck  down  by  the 
church’s  Judicial  Council,  which  called 
such  special  treatment  "discrimina¬ 
tory.” 

In  other  areas,  however,  the 
commission  attempted  to  separate 


church  policy  and  law  from  assumptions 
and  practices  which  may  actually 
"abuse"  the  itineracy  system.  Practice 
needs  to  "catch  up  with  the  ‘Discipline’,” 
members  agreed,  especially  legislation 
added  in  1976  which  calls  for  extensive 
consultation  about  appointments  and  ties 
ministers  "on  appointment  beyond  the 
local  church”  closely  to  the  itineracy 
system. 

Key  to  effective  use  of  the  itineracy 
system  today,  noted  a  number  of 
commission  members  who  presented 
background  papers,  are  two  elements: 

(1)  proper  and  constant  evaluation  of  a 
minister’s  performance,  not  only  by  the 
bishop  but  also  by  congregations;  and 

(2)  a  thoughtful  definition  of  the  historic 
question  asked  of  all  United  Methodist 
ministers:  "Are  you  resolved  to  devote 


yourself  wholly  to  God  and  His  work?” 
Implicit  are  the  questions,  they  said, 
"Can  one  be  devoted  wholly  to  God  and 
still  serve  the  institutional  church  less 
than  fulltime?  If  so,  how  does  this  kind  of 
ministry  relate  to  the  itineracy,  with  its 
whole  package  of  job  security,  benefits, 
pensions,  etc.?” 

Admittedly  still  holding  more 
questions  than  answers,  and  testing  a 
lengthy  list  of  longheld  "assumptions” 
about  the  itineracy  system,  the 
commission  will  ask  seminaries  and 
annual  conference  boards  of  ministry  for 
more  data,  as  well  as  biblical  and 
theological  perspectives  on  itineracy  as 
it  moves  to  help  update  a  historic 
tradition  it  apparently  finds  still  valid  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Midwest  UMs  tackle 
loss  of  black  clergy 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  most  pluralistic 
Protestant  denomination  in  the  United 
States,  has  been  facing  a  crisis  in  the 
declining  number  of  blacks  entering 
local  church  ministries. 

The  North  Central  Jurisdiction,  in  an 
effort  to  alleviate  the  problem, 
established  a  unique  scholarship  task 
force  in  1975,  and  by  1980  it  plans  to  have 
one  new  black  ordained  minister  for  each 
of  its  14  annual  conferences. 

Already  three  ordained  ministers  have 
come  through  the  program,  and  there 
are  21  scholarship  students  — 16  men  and 
five  women. 

One  of  the  first  scholarship  recipients 
was  the  Rev.  David  A.  Scott  Jr.,  then  a 
57-year-old  United  Methodist  layman, 
who  is  pastor  of  Solomon  Community 
Temple  in  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

"After  some  25  years  as  an  active 
layman  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
I  answered  the  call  of  God  to  the  ordained 
ministry,”  Mr.  Scott  said. 

“At  the  time  I  was  attending  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Seminary,  I  was  and  still  am 


Betty  Garrett  Guy  Garrett 

reports  he  spoke  at  147  local  church,  six 
conference,  and  three  district  events 
during  the  year. 

He  used  slides  to  show  how  he  worked 
with  the  Zaire  UMC  as  a  "sister  church" 
and  also  described  the  Persons  in 
Mission  program  and  the  whole 
spectrum  of  work  in  Zaire:  evangelism, 
education,  medical  work,  aviation, 
scholarship,  agriculture  and  women’s 
work. 

The  number  of  missionaries  home  on 
furlough  varies  from  month  to  month. 
However,  a  list  of  193  persons  available 
to  interpret  world  and  national  missions 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Office  of  Field 
Itineration,  Room  1312,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  10027. 

Any  group  wishing  a  speaker  can  write 
directly  to  a  person  on  the  list,  provided 
the  group  is  willing  to  cover  all  expenses 
for  the  mission  interpreter  it  invites. 

United  Methodists 
join  ERA  march 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
Braving  a  two-hour  wait  in  90-degree 
heat,  35  United  Methodists  joined  the 
largest  women’s  rights  march  ever  July 
9  in  support  of  extending  the  ratification 
deadline  for  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment. 

Estimates  of  the  size  of  the  march 
itself  ranged  from  40,000  to  100,000-plus 
with  more  than  300  banner-bearing 
delegations.  The  United  Methodist 
delegation  included  clergy  and  lay 
people  as  well  as  staff  and  seminarians. 

Jessma  Blockwick,  director  of  the  UM 
Population  department  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  said  even  if  the  ex¬ 
tension  isn’t  approved  and  the  amend¬ 
ment  isn’t  passed,  legislators  will  be 
aware  that  "this  is  a  growing  movement, 
and  that  it’s  not  going  to  go  away. 


British  Methodism 
allows  ‘house  spouse' 


BRADFORD,  Eng.  (RNS)  -  Equal 
rights  for  male  and  female  ministers 
were  approved  by  the  Methodist 
Conference. 

Under  the  agreement,  male 
Methodist  ministers  married  to 
ministers  may  now  choose  to  stay  at 
home  as  "house  spouse”  while  their 
wives  have  charge  of  a  church.  Until 
now,  only  women  ministers  have  had 
the  right  to  be  “without 
appointment.” 

The  new  equality  of  rights  was  laid 
down  in  proposals  in  a  paper  entitled 
"When  Two  Ministers  are  Married  to 
Each  Other”  which  was  approved  by 
the  conference.  The  proposals  give 
ministerial  couples  the  right  to  choose 
which  partner  will  take  charge  of  a 


church  when  only  one  appointment  is 
available. 

Ministerial  coqples  may  also  opt  for 
work-sharing  by  dividing  the  duties  of 
one  appointment,  or  both  may  work 
full-time  in  neighboring  appoint¬ 
ments.  When  both  work  full-time, 
husband  and  wife  will  each  receive  a 
full  stipend  but  may  only  occupy  one 
manse. 

At  present,  British  Methodism  has 
only  two  ministerial  couples  but  what 
is  at  present  a  novel  situation  is  likely 
to  become  commonplace  in  future. 
The  Methodist  Church  has  been 
ordaining  women  since  1974  and  now 
has  more  than  70  women  ministers. 
Five  more  women  are  due  for 
ordination  this  year. 


Combatting  ‘reactionism’ 
goal  of  unofficial  group 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  "Combatting 
reactionism  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church”  is  one  of  three  priority  issues  for 
the  coming  year  approved  here  by  the 
unofficial  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action  (MSFA). 

The  other  two  issues  which  will  receive 
attention  from  the  group’s  six  chapters 
are  the  boycotts  of  the  J.P.  Stevens 
Company  and  Nestle’s.  The  J.P.  Stevens 
boycott  is  in  protest  against  the 
company’s  allegedly  unfair  labor 
practices,  while  the  action  against 
Nestle’s  is  in  protest  against  its 
marketing  of  infant  formula  in  the  Third 
World. 

In  a  presentation  on  "The  Role  of  the 
Federation  in  a  Time  of  Reaction,” 
Executive  Secretary  George  McClain 
referred  to  the  work  of  "Good  News,”  the 
unofficial  evangelical  caucus  in  the 
UMC. 

Mr.  McClain  later  told  United 
Methodist  Communications  that  his 
organization  is  concerned  about  the 
"Good  News"  definition  of  the  “limits  of 
pluralism  in  the  church,  because  their 
notion  of  Christian  orthodoxy  would 
seem  to  exclude  the  majority  of  United 
Methodists.” 

Reacting  to  concerns  expressed  by 
"Good  News”  that  the  denomination 
seems  to  be  devoting  too  much  concern  to 
social  action,  to  the  detriment  of 
evangelism  and  missions,  the  Federation 
executive  said,  “From  our  perspective, 
99  percent  of  the  church’s  time,  money 
and  resources  go  toward  personal  and 
family  oriented  concerns,  not  social 
action.” 

Mr.  McClain  said  the  MSFA  feels  that 
"social  action  is  intrinsic  to  the  ministry 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Old  Testament 
prophets,  and  must  be  central  to  the 
church  today  if  it  is  faithful  to  the 
Gospel.” 

The  third  annual  Ball  Awards,  named 
for  Lee  Ball,  a  former  executive 
secretary  of  MFSA,  went  to  Dr.  Richard 
Lapchick  and  to  St.  Mark’s  United 


Methodist  Church  of  Camanche,  Iowa. 

Dr.  Lapchick  was  commended  for 
“rare  courage  that  refused  to  be 
silenced"  by  intimidation  and  physical 
violence.  He  had  been  on  the  political 
science  faculty  of  Virginia  Wesleyan 
College  in  Norfolk  and  active  in  a  protest 
against  South  Africa’s  participation  in 
the  Davis  Cup  Tennis  matches  in 
Nashville  when  he  was  allegedly 
assaulted  by  two  men. 

The  Iowa  congregation  was  hailed  for 
having  “waged  a  lonely  struggle  against 
the  Vietnam  War"  in  the  1960s. 


the  pastor  of  Solomon  Community 
Temple.  Without  the  financial  support,  it 
would  have  been  difficult  if  not 
impossible  for  me  to  complete  seminary 
and  receive  my  master  of  divinity 
degree,”  he  added. 

“In  1973  there  were  only  six  blacks 
from  the  jurisdiction  attending 
seminary,”  said  the  Rev.  Abraham 
Carey,  chairperson  of  the  Scholarship 
Task  Force,  and  a  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  National 
Division.  "However,  25  pastors  were 
needed  to  fill  vacancies  due  to 
retirement,  death  and  those  going  into 
specialized  ministry.” 

To  reach  their  goal,  Mr.  Carey  said, 
"We  will  provide  at  least  15  scholarships 
and  five  summer  intern  grants  for  the 
1976-80  quadrennium.”  The  program, 
which  grants  $25,000  annually,  is  funded 
by  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

According  to  Mr.  Carey,  the 
scholarships  are  open  to  college-level 
juniors  and  seniors,  seminarians  and 
persons  entering  the  ordained  ministry 
as  a  second  career. 

Applying  students  must  be  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for  one 
year,  be  recommended  by  a  local  pastor 
and  have  a  recognizable  commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  ordained  ministry. 

Single  day’s 
offerings  top 
million  mark 

SEATTLE  (RNS)  -  A  single-day 
collection  of  $1.6  million  has  made  it 
possible  for  the  Overlake  Christian 
Church  at  Kirkland,  a  Seattle  suburb,  to 
break  ground  in  August  for  a  new 
auditorium  which  will  seat  2,000  persons. 

"The  bad  news  is  that  we  didn’t  reach 
our  goal,”  said  Dr.  Bob  Moorehead, 
pastor.  The  goal  had  been  set  at  $1.8 
million.  "The  good  news  is  that  we  set  a 
record  offering,”  he  added. 

Many  church  members  borrowed 
money.  Others  sold  possessions  including 
jewelry,  stocks  and  bonds,  boats  and 
recreational  vehicles.  Some  took  out  new 
mortgages  on  their  homes. 

Also,  the  Garden  Grove  Community 
Church  of  Garden  Grove,  Calif.,  made 
history  by  taking  in  more  than  $1.2 
million  in  a  single  day  (June  18)  for  con¬ 
tributions  for  its  Crystal  Cathedral. 

That  total  was  obtained  from  5,000 
people  who  attended  three  services. 
Senior  Pastor  Robert  H.  Schuller  led  the 
donations  with  $150,000,  which 
represented  the  profit  from  a  Laguna 
Beach  condominium  he  bought  nine 
years  ago  and  later  sold. 

The  previous  record  collection  for  a 
church  in  a  single  day  was  $886,881 
gathered  by  the  Broadway  Church  of 
Christ  of  Lubbock,  Tex.,  in  May  1977. 


Groups  —  See 

THE  GREAT  PASSON  PLAY 
and  enjoy  lodging  and  meals  at 
KELLERS'S  COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT 
Special  Senior  Citizen  discount 
during  beautiful  fall  months! 
Reservations:  (SOI)  253-4418 
Rt.  1  —  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  72632 


For  women  wanting  to  serve  Christ  and  their  church. 

•  a  newsletter  prepared  six  times  yearly  for  women  who 
are  United  Methodists 

•  each  issue  contains  helpful  resource  and  program  ideas 
.  prayer  requests  .  .  .  vibrant  personal  testimonies  .  .  . 

book  reviews 


easy-to-read  articles  .  .  .  information 


mission  updates  , 

•  attractive  format  .  . 
applicable  to  YOU 

•  created  and  published  by  the  Good  News  task  force  on 
women  in  United  Methodism 

AND  IT'S  FREE — (to  every  United  Methodist  woman  who 
asks  for  it!)  Just  clip  and  send  the  coupon  below. 


CANDLE 

308  East  Main  Street 
Wilmore.  KY  40390 

Yes!  I'd  like  to  receive  Candle. 


city  state  zip 

(If  any  nfynurfrirmls  l vnultl  like  to  receive  this  newslet¬ 
ter.  just  send  us  their  names  too.) 
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In  Manila— 

The  Cook  Heard 
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Photos  By  Rev.  Larry  Robertson 


They  Saw  Wealth... 

at  a  Filipino  feast 


They  Saw  Poverty... 

on  the  streets  of  Manila 


Rev.  Larry  Robertson’s  words 
filtered  into  the  kitchen  where  the 
dark-haired  Filipino  cook  was  busily 
preparing  a  roasted  pig  for  her 
employer’s  birthday  feast. 

Half-way  around  the  world  from 
his  Bossier  City,  La.,  home  and 
church,  St.  Stephens  United 
Methodist,  Rev.  Robertson  was 
speaking  to  Filipinos  about  God’s 
greatest  gift  —  His  Son,  Jesus. 

‘‘God  .  .  .  Love  .  .  .  Jesus  died  for 
our  sins  .  .  .,”  his  words  drifted  into 
the  cook’s  thoughts.  She  stopped, 
listened  and  wondered  if  this  God’s 
love  could  be  for  her,  too. 

After  the  short  devotion  was  over, 
the  middle-aged  woman  sought  out 
the  local  Filipino  minister  to  ask 
how  she  could  find  this  God’s  love. 

It  was  a  simple  10-minute  sermon, 
but  it  touched  that  woman’s  heart.  If 
for  no  other  reason,  that  made  the 
trip  worth  it,  Rev.  Robertson 
recently  said  while  telling  about  the 
two-week  trip  he  and  63  other 
persons  from  five  states  took  to 
minister  in  Hong  Kong  and  the 
Philippine  Islands  in  June. 

Four  other  ministers  from 
Louisiana  —  Ray  Holt  of  Ringgold, 
John  Johns  of  Pineville,  Harold 
Longfellow  of  Shreveport  and  Dale 
Lyons  of  Trout  —  and  38  lay  persons 
from  this  state  also  went  on  the  “We 
Care”  and  “Lay  Witness”  mission 
trip. 

In  Manila,  capitol  of  the  Philippine 
Islands,  Rev.  Robertson  said  he  saw 
very  little  prosperity.  The  people 
live  under  a  dictatorship,  afraid  to 
voice  any  opposition  against  the 
government  even  to  friends.  Yet  he 
said  he  saw  the  churches 
flourishing. 

“I  was  amazed  at  the  strength  of 
the  Methodist  church  there.  The 
people  come  by  the  thousands  to 
morning  worship  services,”  he 
reported.  Since  most  of  the  natives 
are  bilinguial  the  Americans  could 
easily  carry  on  conversations. 

Unlike  Manila,  Hong  Kong  is  a 
modern,  prosperous  city  on  the 
grow.  High  rise  buildings  are  being 
constructed  throughout  the  city  and 
industry  is  flourishing.  Here,  too, 
Rev.  Robertson  said  he  saw  God 
working  and  churches  growing. 

Even  behind  the  bamboo  curtain, 


which  is  the  border  of  Communist 
Red  China  and  Hong  Kong,  Rev. 
Robertson  reported  evangelical 
Christianity  is  on  the  grow. 

While  foreigners  cannot  cross  the 
border  into  Red  China  and 
inhabitants  of  Red  China  cannot 
cross  the  border,  Hong  Kong  natives 
can  freely  travel  back  and  forth. 

Rev.  Robertson  said  underground 
Christianity  is  thriving  behind  the 
Bamboo  Curtain.  He  told  of  one  lay 
man  who  travels  regularly  to  Red 
China  to  visit  relatives.  On  every 
trip  he  tells  individuals  about  God’s 
love.  On  a  one  to  one  basis,  the 
Gospel  is  spreading  there,  Rev. 
Robertson  says. 

Rev.  Walter  Wan,  a  Chinese 
minister  in  Hong  Kong  who  was 
educated  in  New  Orleans,  told  the 
group,  “When  you  visit  the  Bamboo 
Curtain  you  will  probably  want  to 
pray  for  God  to  open  up  Red  China  to 
missionaries.  But  don’t  do  that.  It 
would  be  a  mistake.  ’  ’ 

Explaining,  he  said,  right  now  the 
only  thriving  religion  in  the 
communist  country  is  evangelical 
Christianity.  If  the  gates  are  opened, 
every  type  of  perverse  religion  will 
stream  in. 

Throughout  the  history  of  the 
church,  whenever  Christianity  was 
outlawed,  it  has  gone  underground 
and  survived,  the  Chinese  minister 
remarked. 

What  we  need  to  pray  for  is  that 
evangelical  Christians  in  Red  China 
will  grow  in  faith  and  numbers  and 
that  evangelical  Christians  of  the 
free  world  will  cooperate  better, 
Rev.  Wan  said. 

We  aren’t  prepared  to  meet  the 
challenge  right  now.  We  spend  too 
much  time  preserving  our 
differences  instead  of  working 
together,  he  added. 

Rev.  Robertson  said  the  next  day, 
when  the  group  visited  the  border 
dividing  the  free  world  from  the 
communist  world,  it  took  the 
Chinese  minister’s  advice. 

"We  prayed  for  God  to  strengthen 
the  evangelical  Christians  in  Red 
China.  We  also  prayed  for  ourselves. 
That  we  and  the  churches  will  be 
able  to  meet  the  challenge  when  the 
gates  are  opened,”  he  said. 


They  Saw  God’s  Love... 

across  the  land.  Here  Filipinos  pray  at  Cross  Roads  United 
Mpthodist  Church  in  Manila. 


Families  Registering 
For  Camping  Treat 


A  Labor  Day  camp  out  has  been  set  for 
Sept.  1  through  4  at  Camp  Istrouma  for 
families  who  enjoy  camping. 

Swimming,  campfires,  worship, 
hiking,  crafts,  fishing,  relaxing  and 
sports  have  been  planned  for  the  retreat 
which  is  being  sponsored  by  four 
districts:  New  Orleans-Slidell,  New 
Orleans-Houma,  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  and  Baton  Rouge-Houma. 

Many  families  are  planning  to  bring 
their  own  housing  (tents,  trailers,  etc. )  to 
the  Camp  located  near  Greenwell 
Springs,  La . 

There  is  a  limited  number  of  dormitory 


rooms  available.  These  accommodations 
are  $1  per  person,  per  night. 

Families  will  be  responsible  for 
preparing  their  own  meals  during  the 
weekend.  However,  the  Sunday  dinner 
will  be  prepared  by  the  kitchen  staff  for  a 
charge  of  $1.50  per  person  (a  $1.25  for 
children  12  and  under.)  Registration  fee 
is  $5  and  the  ground  fee  is  $3.50  per 
family  per  night,  (maximum)  for 
campers. 

For  more  information  write  J.  P. 
Woodland,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  433  Erlanger,  Slidell,  LA.  70458. 
Registration  deadline  is  August  24. 


Ray  Branton  Writes ., 


Take  Doldrums  Out 


After  15  years  in  the  ordained  ministry, 

I  realized  that  if  the  charge  conference  in 
my  church  was  boring  and  poorly 
attended,  it  was  partly  my  own  fault. 

I  had  always  thought  the  conference 
was  the  district  superintendent's 
meeting.  I  had  believed  he  was  solely 
responsible  for  what  happened. 

Then  I  talked  to  a  creative  pastor  who 
used  his  charge  conference  to 
summarize  and  evaluate  the  previous 
year’s  work,  set  goals  for  the  new  year, 
and  celebrate  the  fellowship  life  of  the 
church  thorugh  a  festive  dinner.  He 
taught  me  the  charge  conference  could 
be  the  most  vital  meeting  of  the  year,  and 
he  helped  me  to  see  that  I  could  not 
expect  the  district  superintendent  to 
assume  sole  responsibility  for  the  hours 
of  preparation  which  are  required  for  an 
exciting,  effective  charge  conference. 

There  is,  of  course,  much  the  district 
superintendent  can  do  to  help  make  the 
charge  conference  fresh,  .spontaneous 
and  helpful.  However,  substantial 
responsibility  for  effective  preparation, 
of  necessity,  lies  with  the  local  church 
pastor  and  church  officers. 

“The  Creative  Charge  Conference,"  by 
Willard  J.  Rand,  Jr.,  ($2.95  from 
Cokesbury  or  the  Council  on  Ministries 
office)  is  a  detailed  manual  offering 
numerous  practical  suggestions  about 
how  to  take  charge  conference  out  of  the 
doldrums  and  make  it  the  kind  of 
meeting  which,  in  theory,  it  is  supposed 
to  be. 

Written  when  he  was  district 
superintendent  of  the  Central  District  of 
the  California-Nevada  Conference, 
Rand's  booklet  gives  ideas  both  for  the 
district  superintendent  and  local  church 
leadership. 

Rand  outlines  the  work  of  the  charge 
conference :  to  serve  as  the  link  between 
the  local  church  and  the  connectional 
church,  to  oversee  the  work  of  the 
administrative  board,  to  evaluate 
effectiveness,  establish  goals  and  to 
develop  specific  proposals.  He  discusses 
what  realistically,  can  be  done  in  a 
meeting,  and  gives  ideas  about  how  to  do 
essential  advance  preparation.  He  offers 


suggestions  about  how  to  make  reports 
interesting. 

Perhaps  the  most  useful  section  of  the 
book  is  the  second  half,  in  which  Rand 
offers  numerous  creative  ideas  for  the 
charge  conference.  He  provides 
suggestions  for  each  step  —  from  the 
opening  devotional  to  the  closing 
moments. 

Alternatives  for  dramatizing  the 
church’s  work  include  a  slide  show  of  the 
year’s  events;  a  time  to  remember 
deceased  members  ;  a  display  table  with 
new  and  interesting  books;  a  “Church 
Trail,”  in  which  selected  members  of  the 
conference  hear  the  church’s  story,  then 
render  a  verdict  on  its  faithfulness 
during  the  year. 

Another  idea  is  to  use  helium-filled 
balloons  marked  to  represent  achieved 
goals  and  to  use  air-Iilled  balloons 
marked  to  represent  unachieved  goals. 
While  the  helium-filled  balloons  soar,  the 
air-filled  balloons  bump  along  the  floor 
during  the  meeting. 

Helium-filled  balloons  may  be  a  bit  too 
playful  for  some,  but  this  idea  and  many 
others  in  the  booklet  make  it  clear  that 
charge  conference  can  be  fun, 
stimulating  and  worthwhile. 

Now  is  a  good  time  to  begin  thinking 
about  ways  to  help  make  your  1978 
Charge  Conference  the  most  creative  in 
your  church’s  history. 
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Around  The  Conference 

Pastors  School  kicks  off 


Shreveport  —  “Renewal  Of  The  Church 
School”  will  be  the  theme  of  the  four  day 
annual  Louisiana  Conference  Pastors 
School  to  begin  at  Centenary  College 
Monday. 

Dr.  John  Savage,  president  of  the 
LEAD  Consultants,  one  of  the  nation’s 
largest  religious  consultants,  will  be 
directing  a  study  of  three  alternatives  to 
the  traditional  church  school. 

Registration  will  begin  at  1 : 30  p.m.  The 
school  will  end  Thursday  after  a  9:00 
a.m.  to  11:00  a.m.  session. 

Bishop  Joseph  A.  Johnson,  Bishop  of 
the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  author  of  “Proclamation 
Theology,”  will  also  be  speaking  at  the 
meeting. 

Bishop  Dedicates 
Rayne  Church 

RAYNE  —  In  a  special  service  earlier 
this  month,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
dedicated  the  Centenary  United 
Methodist  Church  building. 

The  debt  on  the  building  was  recently 
retired. 

Also  present  for  the  dedication 
ceremonies  were  Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent;  and 
Rev.  Conrad  Edwards,  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  who  was  pastor  of  Centenary 


when  the  building  program  was  initiated. 

Film  Course  Set 

SHREVEPORT  —  A  college  class  that 
will  view  and  discuss  16  important  films 
will  be  offered  at  night  this  fall  at 
Centenary  College. 

Meeting  from  7  to  9  p.m.  on  Tuesdays 
and  Wednesdays  beginning  in 
September,  the  class  will  view  such  films 
as  “The  Birth  of  a  Nation,”  “Cries  and 
Whispers,”  and  “Citizen  Cane.” 

A  lab  fee  of  $15  will  be  charged  for 
students  enrolled  in  the  class.  However, 
those  who  do  not  wish  to  enroll  may 
attend  individual  showings  for  $1  per 
film. 

Further  information  about  the  film 
course  may  be  obtained  from  Dr. 
Gallagher  at  (318)  869-5252. 

This  is  one  of  45  courses  that  will  be 
offered  in  an  expanded  night  schedule  in 
the  fall,  a  schedule  adopted  by  Centenary 
in  an  effort  to  attract  adults  from  the 
community  to  the  classes. 

Making  Music 

SHREVEPORT  —  About  120  United 
Methodists  participated  in  the  Church 
Music  Workshop  held  at  Centenary 
College  this  week.  The  workshop  was 
planned  to  provide  help,  ideas, 
stimulation  and  support  to  musicians  in 


all  churches,  regardless  of  their  musical 
background. 

Graduates  Honored 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Approximately  23 
high  school  and  college  graduates  were 
recently  honored  at  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  Mrs 
Geraldyne  Caliste  was  in  charge  of  the 
ceremony. 

‘Vm  Gonna  Sing 9 

NATCHITOCHES  -  At  a  family  night 
covered-dish  supper  earlier  this  month, 
the  Chancel  Choir  and  Junior  Choir 
entertained  at  the  Natchitoches  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  “I'm  Gonna 
Sing”  was  the  theme  of  the  program.  The 
junior  choir  also  performed  in  praise 
dance  with  Debbie  Gray  Minturn  as 
choreographer. 

‘Villain  Visits  School' 

BOGALUSA  —  Donning  a  black  cape 
and  mustache.  Rev.  James  Poole 
emerged  as  the  “villain”  in  a  skit 
performed  for  the  recent  Vacation 
Church  School  participants.  John 
Jackson,  Kim  Buster,  Jayne  Trammell 
and  Tammy  Penny  were  other  cast 
members  of  the  humorous  skit. 


!]  .  :  j 

i 

I  > 

|  9 

Approximately  300  women  from  across  the  state 
gathered  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  July 
18  through  23  for  the  annual  Louisiana  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Missions.  Nancy  Carruth, 
dean  of  the  school,  (on  stage)  welcomed  the 
United  Methodist  Women  to  the  meet.  Topics 
studied  included  “The  Book  of  Revelation," 
“Contemporary  China,"  and  “Covenant  Living  in 


Times  of  Change.”  Several  study  leaders  were 
Dr.  Lindsey  P.  Pherigo,  professor  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City;  Barbara 
Campbell,  from  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  and  Mark  Sheldon,  a 
seminar  designer  for  United  Methodist  Seminars 
on  National  and  International  Affairs  at  the 
Church  Center  for  United  Nations. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JULY  28.  1978 


’•  wwwwvwwv 


EditOrUlls  >»»»«»« 


wa 


Reappointment  of  homosexual  pastor 
less  important  than  subsequent  actions 


Bishop  Ralph  Ward’s  recent  re¬ 
appointment  of  Paul  Abels  —  a  self- 
avowed,  practicing  homosexual  who  has 
conducted  ‘‘covenant  services”  for 
homosexual  couples  in  his  local  church  — 
has  created  dismay  and  raised  a  storm  of 
protest  across  the  church  (see  TM/UMR, 
June  16.  July  7  and  July  21 ). 

When  all  the  circumstances  are 
considered,  we  believe  Bishop  Ward’s 
reappointment  of  Mr.  Abels  is  less 
important  than  what  subsequent  action 
he  takes. 

In  the  months  preceding  the  1978  New 
York  Annual  Conference,  Bishop  Ward 
and  his  cabinet  concluded  that  Mr.  Abels 
should  not  be  reappointed  for  the  coming 
year  on  the  basis  of  the  church’s  moral 
proscription  against  homosexual 
behavior.  Since  formal  charges  against  a 
minister  are  to  be  brought  only  as  a  last 
resort.  Bishop  Ward  and  his  cabinet 
recommended  to  the  conference’s  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry  that  Mr.  Abels  be 
given  a  leave  of  absence.  Mr.  Abels 
contested  this  recommendation  and  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  refused  to 
grant  it.  Bishop  Ward  and  his  cabinet 
then  took  their  recommendation  to  the 
entire  ministerial  membership  of  the 
annual  conference  with  confidence  that  it 
would  be  accepted.  The  New  York 
Conference’s  ministers,  however, 
refused  to  approve  the  recommendation 
that  Mr.  Abels  be  placed  on  a  leave  of 
absence. 

Paragraph  420  of  the  church’s 
“Discipline"  states  that  ‘‘every  effective 
member  in  full  connection  who  is  in  good 
standing  in  an  annual  conference  shall 
receive  an  annual  appointment  by  the 
bishop.’’  The  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry’s  refusal,  and  the  annual 
conference’s  refusal,  to  accept  the 
bishop's  recommendation  regarding  Mr. 


Abels  left  him  in  a  position  of  "good 
standing."  The  bishop's  only  alternative 
to  reappointing  Mr.  Abels  at  this  point 
would  have  been  openly  to  defy  this 
provision  of  the  "Discipline"  and  to 
refuse  to  reappoint  him  on  the  grounds  of 
conscience  —  an  action  which  would 
have  left  Bishop  Ward  open  to  a  charge  of 
maladministration. 

One  may  second-guess  Bishop  Ward 
and  his  cabinet  regarding  the  course  of 
action  they  chose  to  pursue  in  this 
matter.  However,  we  believe  such 
judgment  should  be  suspended  until  we 
see  what  next  steps  Bishop  Ward  and  his 
cabinet  take. 

Bishop  Ward  and  his  cabinet  still  have 
open  to  them  the  recourse  of  bringing 
formal  charges  against  Mr.  Abels  to 
the  •  conference’s  Committee  on 
Investigation.  If  that  committee  finds 
there  are  reasonable  grounds  for  the 
charges,  the  bishop  may  then  suspend 
the  accused  from  his  ministerial 
functions  pending  a  church  trial.  Among 
the  charges  that  might  be  brought 
against  Mr.  Abels  are  "immorality, 
crime  or  other  imprudent  and 
unchristian  conduct,”  "disobedience  to 
the  order  and  discipline  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,"  “disseminating 
doctrines  contrary  to  the  established 
standards  of  doctrine  of  the  church,"  and 
“unministerial  conduct  or  maladminis¬ 
tration  in  office"  (see  paragraph  2542  of 
the  “Discipline”). 

The  bringing  of  a  minister  or  church 
member  to  trial  is  a  course  of  action  that 
most  Christians  would  consider 
repugnant.  However,  the  circumstances 
surrounding  Mr.  Abels’  situation  make 
us  believe  this  is  the  only  responsible 
course  of  action  left  open  to  Bishop  Ward 
and  his  cabinet  if  they  are  to  uphold  the 
church’s  biblical,  theological  and  social 


Ministry  board’s  action  baffling 


The  most  baffling  question  regarding 
the  ministerial  reappointment  of  a  self- 
avowed,  practicing  homosexual  in  the 
New  York  Conference  is  why  that 
conference’s  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
refused  to  consider  the  ministerial 

Tell  us  about 
your  favorite 

Bible  verse 

Do  you  have  a  favorite  Bible  verse? 

If  you  do,  TM/UMR  wants  to  know 
what  it  is  and  wants  to  hear  your  story 
about  the  specific  incident  in  your  life 
which  made  this  verse  so  meaningful. 

<  Tell  us  your  story  in  an  essay  of  no 
more  than  250  words.  For  each  story  we 
select  to  be  printed  in  coming  issues  of 
TM/UMR,  we  will  contribute  $10  in  the 
writer's  name  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  ‘‘missional  priority"  on  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church. 

Guidelines 

1.  There  are  no  limitations  on  the 
subject  matter  of  your  story  except  that 
it  must  relate  to  a  specific  Bible  verse 
and  offer  a  concrete  example  of  how  the 
verse  has  been  meaningful. 

2.  Essays  must  be  based  on  an  actual 
personal  happening,  and  no  more  than 
250  words. 

3.  If  possible,  the  essays  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced,  but  they  will  be 
accepted  in  long  hand. 

4.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no  later 
than  August  11, 1978. 

5.  Each  entry  should  include  the 
writer’s  name,  address,  and  the  name  of 
the  writer's  local  church.  Entries  cannot 
be  returned. 

Send  entries  to:  TM/UMR  Reader 
Essays.  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 
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principles. 

The  precedent-setting  nature  of  Mr. 
Abels'  reappointment  makes  this  an 
issue  of  concern  to  all  United  Methodists 
and  not  just  to  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference.  The  period  preceding  the 
1976  General  Conference  was  marked  by 
bitterness,  apprehension  and  disruption 
across  the  church  over  the  issue  of 
homosexuality.  The  atmosphere  of  that 
General  Conference  was  dominated  by 
concern  over  how  this  issue  would  be 
dealt  with.  Delegates  to  that  meeting 
addressed  the  issue  clearly  and 
repeatedly,  and  yet  without  legislating 
specific  condemnations  or  prohibitions. 

If  Mr.  Abels’  reappointment  as  a 
pastor  is  allowed  to  stand,  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  the  1980 
General  Conference's  agenda  likewise 
will  be  dominated  by  this  issue.  Given 
what  Scripture  says  about  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  the  beliefs  of  most  of 
the  church’s  members,  the  likelihood  is 
that  new  anti-homosexual  legislation 
would  be  proposed  and  adopted  which 
would  be  so  rigid  that  no  one  could 
misinterpret  it.  We  believe  such  a  turn  of 
events  would  be  dreadfully  harmful  to 
the  church.  We  believe,  on  the  basis  of 
the  church’s  existing  ‘‘Discipline,’’ 
Bishop  Ward  and  his  cabinet  should  act 
to  lessen  the  likelihood  of  this  eventuality 
occurring. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 


Ministers  need  to  rediscover 
central  importance  of  preaching 


By  VERNON  LEE  SCHMID 

“I’ve  been  a  United  Methodist  for 
eleven  years  and  I  have  only  heard  three 
preachers  who  were  alive." 

The  speaker  was  a  woman  from  an 
upper-middle  class  congregation  in  the 
suburbs  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 
Her  statement  illuminated  the  concern  of 
many  United  Methodists  who  have  begun 
to  sense  that  preaching  is  not  a  high 
priority  with  many,  if  not  most, 
ministers.  Even  ministers  who  consider 
preaching  of  utmost  importance  have,  in 
many  cases,  preaching  skills  that  leave 
much  to  be  desired. 

Concern  over  this  loss  of  preaching 
emphasis  and  ability  has  become  not 
only  a  concern  of  the  laity  who  occupy 
the  pews  on  Sunday  morning,  but  the 
district  superintendents  and  bishops  of 
the  church.  One  superintendent  recently 
shared  with  his  bishop  that  only  one  in 
ten  of  the  clergy  in  his  district  knew  how 
to  preach  effectively. 

Where  the  root  of  the  problem  lies  is 
difficult  to  ascertain.  Seminaries  require 
courses  in  preaching  and  yet  many 
graduates  enter  the  parish  ministry  with 
a  significant  lack  of  preaching  skills. 
Many  ministers  spend  so  much  time 
becoming  amateur  psychologists,  church 
educators,  administrators,  and  human 
potential  advocates  that  they  miss 


developing  the  primary  skill  required  of 
Christian  ministers.  That  skill  is  the 
preaching  of  the  truth  in  the  gathering  of 
Christ’s  body  in  the  world. 

In  one  of  the  Lyman  Beecher  lectures 
on  preaching,  Phillips  Brooks  defined 
preaching  as  “the  bringing  of  truth 
through  personality."  The  problem  with 
this  for  many  preachers  is  that  they  have 
failed  to  develop  that  renaissance 
personality  required  by  a  prophetic 
preacher  of  the  gospel.  A  second  problem 
seems  to  be  the  confusion  reigning 
among  clergy  about  the  place  of 
preaching  in  the  church’s  life.  In  fact, 
many  even  question  the  place  of  the 
worship  service  itself  as  they  proceed  to 
be  about  community  organization, 
counseling,  political  involvement  and 
other  pursuits. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  in  a  footnote 
from  his  book  "Telling  Truth:  The 
Foolishness  of  Preaching  in  a  Real 
World,"  says  that  “worship  is 
celebration.  It  can  be  dramatically 
innovative  and  marvelously,  redemp- 
tively  creative.  But  strobe  lights, 
multi-media  presentations  and  psyche¬ 
delic  impressions  have  not  yet  sup¬ 
planted  Bach,  Handel  and  two  thousand 
years  of  valued  liturgical  experience. 
And,  authentic  preaching  will  remain 
vital  to  the  experience  of  gathered 


Are  we  the  church  or  a  social  club? 


character  of  the  Rev.  Paul  Abels  (see 
preceding  editorial).  That  board  is 
charged  by  the  “Discipline"  with  the 
responsibility  of  inquiring  whether  ‘‘all 
the  ministerial  members  of  the 
conference  are  blameless  in  their  life  and 
official  administration." 

The  chairman  of  that  conference’s 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  the  Rev. 
David  Houston,  said  he  did  not  feel 
competent  to  answer  this  question  in 
relation  to  Mr.  Abels’  homosexuality.  So 
instead,  the  issue  was  approached  with 
the  question  "is  the  confessed  lifestyle  of 
this  person  rendering  him  ineffective  in 
the  practice  of  his  ministry  at  the 
Washington  Square  Church?"  His 
conclusion  was  that  Mr.  Abels  is 
performing  a  “fantastic  Christian 
ministry"  in  “one  of  the  toughest  places 
in  the  world." 

Mr.  Houston  went  on  to  say,  however, 
that  the  board’s  affirmation  of  Mr.  Abels’ 
ministry  is  "not  to  be  interpreted  as 
condoning  his  sexual  lifestyle." 

These  statements,  taken  together, 
strike  us  as  being  hopelessly 
contradictory  and  irresponsible.  In  the 
Wesleyan  tradition,  the  performance  of 
ministry  cannot  properly  be  evaluated 
apart  from  the  personal  character  and 
behavior  of  the  minister.  There  is  no  way 
to  maintain  standards  of  ministerial 
conduct  if  those  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  doing  so  refuse  to  follow 
the  mandates  of  the  “Discipline.” 

My  Witness 

An  antidote  for 
‘blue  Mondays’ 

By  DORLES  W.  MASSEY 
“When  you  feel  yourself  getting  blue, 
something  for  somebody  else  do"  was 
one  of  the  main  points  of  a  sermon  by  our 
pastor  the  Dr.  J.  Ray  Trotter. 

Unfortunately,  I  am  sometimes  beset 
by  what  is  more  commonly  known  as 
“blue  Monday"  and  I  have  found  that  one 
of  the  best  antidotes  to  combat  this 
malady  is  to  take  his  advice. 

As  usual,  though,  there  is  always  much 
to  be  done  on  Monday  morning  and  so 
how  does  one  find  time  to  do  something 
for  someone  else  amidst  the  laundry,  the 
Sunday  papers  strewn  about,  the 
constant  clanging  of  the  telephone,  the 
miles  of  endless  errands  .  .  .? 

Somewhere,  a  few  years  ago,  a  writer 
suggested  that  one  should  write  at  least 
one  thank-you  letter  a  week  —  be  it  to  a 
friend,  relative,  stranger,  doctor, 
teacher  or  anyone  who  has  been  of  help 
and  inspiration  in  your  life,  whether 
recently  or  in  the  past. 

And  so,  this  is  sometimes  one  of  my 
Monday  morning  routines.  And  what  a 
blessing  it  has  been!  Not  only  do  I  forget 
about  myself,  for  it  gives  me  something 
to  think  about  besides  the  mundane 
chores  and  my  personal  challenges,  but 
ofttimes  I  receive  the  most  rewarding 
replies,  and  so  there  is  a  double  blessing. 
John  Huey,  a  columnist  for  “The  Wall 
Street  Journal”  wrote:  "Thanks  much 
for  your  letter  regarding  my  recent 
article.  I  received  an  enormous  amount 
of  hate  mail,  so  it  was  a  genuine  relief  to 
hear  from  someone  who  enjoyed  the 
story  "  Mr.  Huey  had  spent  two  weeks  in 
the  Rockies  gathering  information  for 
this  one  article. 

Do  you  want  to  have  a  marvelous 
Monday?  Or  a  tremendous  Tuesday,  a 
wonderful  Wednesday  .  .  .?  Then,  rise 
above  self  and  ‘‘something  for  somebody 
else  do." 

“The  measure  you  give  will  be  the 
measure  you  get  .  .  (Luke  6: 38). 

This  week's  contributor  to  "My 
Witness,"  Dorless  W.  Massey,  is  a 
member  of  the  Centenary  UMC  in  Cape 
Girardeau.  Missouri. 


To  the  Editor : 

In  response  to  the  homosexuality 
report  given  to  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference  (see  TM/UMR,  June  30),  the 
quotation,  “.  .  .  except  for  the  legal  and 
attitudinal  barriers  imposed  upon  them 
by  their  heterosexual  fellow  members  of 
the  church,”  left  me  wondering  if  the 
committee  considered  the  biblical 
barriers  found  within  Scripture. 

I  believe  Scripture  makes  it  quite  plain 
that  homosexuality  is  not  a  Christian 
lifestyle. 

The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  must  not 
lower  its  standards  to  fulfill  the  lusts  of 
society.  We  are  to  set  the  standards  for 
the  society  in  which  we  live.  If  we  are 
going  to  be  a  social  club,  let  us  quit 
calling  ourselves  “the  church.” 

Joe  R.  Molencupp 
Terrell,  Texas 

Was  God's  opinion  asked? 

To  the  Editor: 

Did  those  persons  in  Wisconsin 
(TM/UMR,  June  30)  who  came  up  with 
all  those  momentous  philosophical 
findings  concerning  the  homosexual  and 
his  relationship  with  God,  get  down  on 
their  knees  and,  under  the  conviction  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  humbly  ask  God  what  He 
thought  about  the  subject? 

M.  R.  Ping 
Bastrop,  Louisiana 

Church’s  letter  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

May  I  commend  the  administrative 
board  of  the  Wilmore  UMC  on  the  letter 
they  wrote  to  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr. 
asking  him  to  reverse  his  decision  on 
appointing  a  practicing  homosexual  to 
Washington  Square  UMC  in  New  York 
City  (TM/UMR,  June  30).  I  would  hope 
that  many  more  churches  would  do 
likewise.  We  are  a  connectional  body 
and,  as  United  Methodists,  we  are  all 
affected  by  what  happens  in  one  church 

or  conference.  _  ,, 

Betty  Howard 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

Quit  misusing  the  Bible 

To  the  Editor: 

The  three  letters  in  your  July  7  issue 
which  condemn  those  who  reappointed 
the  Rev.  Paul  Abels  never  once  ask  what 
sort  of  person  (and  Christian)  he  is,  nor 
how  effective  his  ministry.  Instead, 
claiming  some  sort  of  biblical 
infallibility,  they  condemn  him  unheard, 
which  is  neither  civil  justice  nor  good 
biblical  scholarship. 

Of  course,  those  who  depend  on 
concordances  may  get  the  impression 
that  the  Bible  condemns  homosexuality, 
but  careful  Bible  readers  know  it  is  not 
so.  For  example,  the  famous  Old 
Testament  passages  always  quoted,  are 
always  quoted  without  context.  In  their 
discussions  of  Sodom,  neither  God  nor 
Abraham  specified  the  nature  of  its 
wickedness,  and  certainly  Lot  offered  his 
daughters  in  the  expectation  the 
Sodomites  would  be  satisfied  (even  if  we 
are  revolted).  Their  violent  lust  is 
horrifying,  but  not  much  more  so  than 
Lot’s  callousness  as  to  his  daughters’ 
welfare,  and  later,  accepting  the  incest 
they  commit  with  'him  in  order  to 
continue  his  line.  How  can  we  interpret 
these  sordid  stories?  Certainly  not  by  a 
simple-minded  condemnation  of 
homosexuality!  Leviticus  is  likewise 
ripped  to  shreds,  and  the  Bible-quoters 
pick  and  choose  irrationally. 

The  New  Testament  is  easier  to 
interpret.  For  example,  it  is  clear  that 
Paul’s  savage  attacks  on  the  morality  of 
the  societies  into  which  he  was 
desperately  trying  to  introduce  the  Word 
were  polemics,  not  coherent  treatises  on 
the  nature  of  sin.  They  need  sorting  out, 
just  as  we  sort  out  our  “use"  of  his 
culture-bound  low  estimate  of  women 
and  almost  complete  denial  of  sex. 

More  important,  Jesus  never 
mentioned  the  subject,  or  no  one 
recorded  anything  that  He  said  on  the 
subject.  Why  do  modern  bigots  feel  they 
can  put  their  thoughts  and  words  in  His 
mouth?  It’s  time  to  recognize  that  there's 
relatively  little  biblical  basis  for  the 
fulminations  of  people  like  the  letter- 
writers  above-mentioned,  or  the 
campaigns  of  people  like  Anita  Bryant. 


Their  misrepresentation  of  the  Bible  is 
matched  by  their  misrepresentation  of 
the  nature  and  acts  of  homosexual 
people.  For  example,  gays  don’t  go 
around  assaulting  children;  that,  like 
rape  and  wife-beating,  is  primarily  a 
heterosexual  crime.  Homosexuality 
never  caused  the  fall  of  any  great 
civilization;  and  homosexuality  exists 
among  animals  and  birds,  so  it’s  not 
“unnatural."  Homosexual  teachers  don’t 
try  to  influence  their  students’  sexual 
orientation;  that’s  determined  long 
before  school. 

Instead  of  doctrinaire  condemnation, 
why  can’t  we  just  accept  people  in 
Christian  love?  , 

Roy  E.  Teele 
Georgetown.  Texas 

Self  elevated;  God  denied 

To  the  Editor: 

The  July  7  issue  of  TM/UMR  offered  a 
representative  selection  of  responses  to 
the  recent  reappointment  in  New  York  of 
Rev.  Paul  Abels  —  an  avowed 
homosexual  minister. 

The  “pros”  were  jubilant  over  tlje 
victory  gained  for  the  “rights”  of  the 
individual,  the  “cons"  were  deeply 
distressed  over  our  complete  disregard 
for  the  Word  of  God. 

Simply  put,  the  action  in  New  York 
elevated  self  and  denied  God  —  and  isn’t 
that  the  way  it  all  started  in  the  Garden? 

Joanne  Siddon 
Winnsboro,  Louisiana 
Balance  lacking 
To  the  Editor: 

Why  do  Anita  Bryant  and  her  admirers 
concentrate  exclusively  on  the  seven  or 
more  Bible  references  to  homosexual 
evil  and  completely  ignore  192  or  more 
Bible  references  to  heterosexual  evil: 
adultery  66;  fornication  11;  prostitution 
27:  divorce  30;  and  polygamy  58? 

The  192  references  can  be  found  in  the 
2,157  page  “Nelson’s  Complete  Concor¬ 
dance  of  the  Revised  Standard  Version.” 

The  Bible  gives  over  27  times  as  much 
attention  to  heterosexual  sins  as  to 
homosexual  sins.  Why  shouldn’t  we  all? 

R.K.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Designated  giving  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  response  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Flint  was 
undoubtedly  soothing  balm  to  your 
liberal  readers  (TM/UMR,  June  9).  Pay 
your  tithes  even  though  you  strongly 
disagree  with  programs  which  you  are 
supporting.  Your  suggestion  that  under 
selective  giving,  no  one  would  pay  the 
electric  bills,  was  rather  naive,  don’t  you 
think?  Most  United  Methodists  support 
their  local  church.  It’s  the  connectional 
askings  that  many  do  not  support.  I  can 
assure  you  there  are  many  United 
Methodists  who  have  reduced  their 
giving  to  the  local  church  and  are  using 
these  funds  to  support  outside  programs 
which  they  feel  uplift  Christ  and  where 
there  is  evidence  that  lost  souls  are  being 
won  for  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

I  believe  it  is  time  to  become 
democratic  and  allow  members  to 
support  through  the  church  those 
programs  in  which  they  believe.  If  the 
missionary  program  were  a  separate 
asking  and  members  could  designate 
their  giving,  I  believe  we  could  triple  the 
number  of  missionaries  in  one  year.  Let 
those  who  support  the  NCC  so  designate. 
If  the  support  for  a  particular  program  is 
not  there,  what  is  the  church  doing  with 
such  a  program. 

Most  United  Methodists,  I  believe, 
would  prefer  to  support  programs 
through  the  church,  but  until  that  option 
is  available,  they  will  be  forced  to 
contribute  outside  the  church. 

Ned  W.  Shaw 
Bristol,  Tennessee 
‘Discipline’  violated ? 

To  the  Editor; 

How  can  the  Southern  New  England 
Conference  write  a  discriminatory 
priority  rule  for  its  ministerial 
membership  (TM/UMR,  June  30)?  This 
policy  flatly  goes  against  the  “Discip¬ 
line,"  Paragraphs  72:  A.  "We  reject 
racism  in  every  form";  72:F,  "We 
affirm  men  and  women  to  be  equal";  and 
412:2  “Both  men  and  women  are  included 


"I’ve  been  transferred  to  Hawaii, 
but  I  haven’t  told  the  wife  yet." 


in  all  provisions  of  the  Discipline  which 
refer  to  the  ministry !  ” 

This  is  not  to  mention  Article  IV  of  the 
Constitution  "...  all  persons,  without 
regard  to  race,  color  ..."  and  last,  but 
not  least,  the  law  of  the  United  States. 

Paul  R.  Woudenberg 
Carmel,  California 
Thanks  for  the  diversity 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  “Letters  to 
the  Editor"  in  the  June  23  issue.  Ray 
Ward  felt  TM/UMR  should  not  grant 
space  to  an  article  such  as  Glenn 
Smital’s  (’’Here  I  Stand."  TM/UMR. 
June  2).  Frank  Steffen  felt  compelled  to 
put  in  words  a  philosophical  approach. 

That  very  diversity  is  what  makes  an 
excellent  paper! 

Had  not  the  strongly  stated  Smital 
article  been  used,  many  of  us  would  not 
have  been  stirred  up  enough  to  think 
through  seriously  our  own  viewpoint.  It  is 
just  such  diversity  which  makes  us  think 
deeply  and  sometimes  succeeds  in 
getting  us  beyond  emotionalism  as  we 
plug  away  in  our  everyday  situations 
trying  to  live  with  and  in  Christ. 

Thank  you,  TM/UMR,  for  presenting 
widely  diversified  articles  thereby 
forcing  me  to  think  and  reason ! 

Betty  Underberg 


Christians." 

Preaching  is  one  of  those  authoritative 
postures  within  the  church  that  the 
pastor  is  charged  with  in  his  role  as 
theologian-in-residence  in  that 
community.  Its  importance,  according  to 
traditional  and  Biblical  history,  is  not  in 
doubt.  What  the  weakness  seems  to  be  is 
that  many  ministers  have  not  been 
taught  the  central  importance  of 
interpreting  the  Gospel  and  sharing  that 
Word  in  the  context  of  the  day  by  day 
lives  of  the  congregations  they  serve.  To 
do  that  from  the  pulpit  is  the  heart  of  the 
worship  experience.  For  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer  preaching  was  the  ultimate 
end  of  the  theological  exploration. 
Eberhard  Bethge,  Bonhoeffer’s 
biographer  and  friend,  tells  us  that 
Bonhoeffer  saw  preaching  as  the  great 
event. 

Bethge  writes,  “The  hard  theologizing 
and  all  the  critical  love  of  his  church 
were  all  for  its  (preaching’s)  sake,  for  in 
it  the  message  of  Christ,  the  bringer  of 
peace,  was  proclaimed.  To  Bonhoeffer 
nothing  in  his  calling  competed  in 
importance  with  preaching.” 

In  the  tradition  of  United  Methodists 
we  know  that  John  Wesley  understood 
preaching  as  the  central  event  in  the 
worship  experience  just  as  he  saw  the 
Eucharist  as  a  central  event  in  the  life  of 
the  Christian.  In  fact,  he  wrote  in  a  letter 
dated  Feb.  21,  1787,  that  laziness  had 
jumbled  the  two  distinct  offices  of 
preaching  and  administration  of  the 
sacraments.  His  concern  was  that  the 
ministers  remember  the  distinct 
importance  of  each  of  these  acts.  In  our 
modern  United  Methodist  tradition  we 
recognize  as  one  of  our  doctrinal 
guidelines  the  44  standard  sermons  of 
Wesley  as  published  and  used  in  his  own 
time  and  throughout  the  Methodist 
journey  in  the  U.S.  and  Britain.  The 
preached  Word  is  a  vital  part  of  our 
church’s  theology. 

The  imperative  of  preaching  is 
irrefutable  in  the  life  of  the  Christian 
church  and  even  those  who  possess 
modest  talents  need  to  understand  that  to 
be  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  to  accept 
the  call  to  preach  the  Word  with  an 
authority  required  by  the  office  of 
minister.  Reevaluating  that  role  may  be 
necessary  if  pastoral  psychology, 
community  organization  and  community 
acceptance  have  eroded  that  role  of 
clergy  which  calls  for  them  to  be 
theologians-in-residence,  possessing 
the  skill  to  share  the  Word  in  a  real  and 
authoritative  fashion  that  is  not 
autocratic  but  carries  the  authority  of  a 
professional  theologian. 

Karl  Barth,  in  a  1922  address  to 
ministers  meeting  in  Schulpforta,  asks 
the  question  “Do  they  really  know  at  all 
why  they  are  here?”  The  role  of  the 
ordained  minister  is  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  in  such  a  way  that  members  of 
the  congregation  know  why  they  gather 
as  a  community  to  share  the  worship 
experience.  Perhaps  in  the  act  of  serious 
proclamation,  the  preacher  may 
discover  why  he  or  she  is  there.  That 
could  only  strengthen  the  church  which  is 
victim  of  an  unforgivable  dullness  and 
unconcern  in  the  realm  of  preaching. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Vernon  Schmid,  is  Communications 
Director  for  the  UMC's  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference,  with 
offices  in  Valley  Forge. 
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tion  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

COME  LIVE  WITH  US  -  Gracious  retirement  living 

for  25  women  AU  rooms  private  and  on  ground 
floor.  No  nursing  care  -  no  entry  fee.  Reasonable 
monthly  rates.  Non-profit.  Sherick  Memorial  Home, 

2502  Utica  Ave.,  Lubbock,  Tex  79407.  (806)  799-8600. 

Ola  R.  Haley.  Director. 

ASSOCIATE  GENERAL  SECRETARY  OF 

ORDAINED  MINISTRY,  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Must  be 
an  ordained  United  Methodist  in  effective  relation 
with  an  annual  conference,  one  who  possesses 

PEWS  FOR  SALE:  12  feet  long  in  excellent 
condition.  Woodland  West  Baptist  Church,  Arlington, 

Tex.  Phone  ■  817  )  275-5959  or  write  P.O.  Box  13300, 
76013. 

positions  of  pastoral  or  administrative 
responsibility.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience,  within  the  limits  established  by  the 
general  church  To  apply,  send  a  letter  of  application 

WANTED:  ELECTRIC  TRAINS:  Lionel-American 
Flyer  Send  numbers  and  description  for  a  fair  price 
to:  Rev.  David  Bloor,  420  E.  3rd  St..  Uhrichsville, 
Ohio.  44683 

addresses  of  references  to  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  Gen. 
Secy.,  PO.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202.  The 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  is  an 
Affirmative  Action/ Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

NASHVILLE  ALBUM  recording  pressing  and  album 
jacket  design,  617  7th  Ave.  South,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37203.  (615)  256-0121. 

ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for  Youth 
and  Camping  Ministries.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Begins 

September  23  departure.  Deluxe  hotels.  Join  Dallas 
group  in  San  Francisco,  personally  escorted.  Bess 
Loudermilk.  3339  Milton,  Dallas,  Tex.  75205.  Ij 

September  20,  1978.  Write  to:  2200  S.  Univereity 
Blvd  .  Denver.  Colo.  80210  for  job  description  and 
application  forms. 

RELIGIOUS  CALENDARS  for  your  church  FREE! 

By  contacting  business  people  as  calendar  sponsors, 
you  also  receive  a  substantial  commission. 
Advertisements  accepted  at  our  discretion  For 
samples  and  information  write:  Lally  s  Products, 
Sidney  Center,  New  York  13839. 

USED  PEWS  NEEDED.  Approximately  20  pews 
needed  11  foot  or  longer.  Other  sealing  lost  in  fire. 

1245,  Camp  Verde,  Ariz.  86322.  Phone  (602)567-3447  or 
567-3538.  ( 

SPACES  STILL  AVAILABLE  on  New  England  fall 
foliage  motorcoach  tours.  32  departures  beginning 

SEVEN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions. 
January  13-20.  1979  Write  WOMITO,  P.O.  Box 
660515.  Miami  Springs.  Fla  33166. 

13  days.  $580.  everything  included  except  noon 
luncheons  Dan  Dipert  Tours.  Box  580.  Arlington. 

Tex  76010.  (817)265-2236 

DCE  AND  YOUTH.  Resume,  references,  picture. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  6  East  Wright, 
Pensacola,  Fla.  32501. 

YOUNG  CHRISTIAN  WOMAN  (32)  seeking  a 
position  as  assistant  minister  or  education  assistant, 
church  worker  or  visitor  in  the  North  Central 

GROUP  TOURS  to  Oberammergau,  Holy  Land, 
Europe.  Hawaii.  Daytona  Beach,  Caribbean, 
Mexico.  Canada.  Mt.  Rushmore,  Washington,  etc. 
Passenger  or  TOUR  HOST  prospects  get  details 
from  a  United  Methodist  specializing  in  travel:  J. 
Smiley  Collins.  1605  Tartan  Way,  Louisville,  Ky. 
40205. 

Jurisdiction.  B.A.  in  religion  and  sociology,  1A 
Wesleyan,  and  M.A.  in  Church  and  Community 
Work.  Scarritt  College  Worker  for  3  years  in  South 
Dakota  conference.  Available  Sept.  1,  1978.  To  be 
ordained  elder  m  special  ministry  by  1985  from 
GETS  in  Evanston,  III.  Contact:  Carol  J.  Nelson,  Box 

183  Pierre.  S.D.  57501.  (605)224-1714  or  (605)224-5939 
liH  Sept.  1.  or  928  N.  13.  Keokuk,  Iowa  52632,  ( 319)524- 

3125  following. 

Ministry  for  2.800-member  Denver  suburban  United 
Methodist  Church.  Good  salary  and  fringe  benefits. 
Contact  Rev.  James  Barnes.  Littleton  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1313  West  Shepherd  Ave.,  Littleton. 
Col.  80120. 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM,  PASTORAL  CARE. 
Part-time  position  for  vigorous  retired  minister  in 
young  alive  church  growing  at  250  per  year  in 
Houston  suburb.  Send  resume,  picture,  statement  of 

FOR  SALE:  WORSHIP  ANTHOLOGY  Collected 
services  of  all  types  written  by  local  churches  of  the 
Minnesota  conference.  $2.00  a  copy.  Write:  Worship 
Commission,  Room  400.  122  West  Franklin  Ave., 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55404. 

Tex.  77373. 

KKEE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  o(  your 
congregation.  Contact  Jim  Medford.  United  Church 
Directories.  P.O.  Box  2090,  Waco,  Tex.  76703. 

COLOR  CATALOGUE  ON  HOLY  LAND,  craft, 

supplies  and  souvenirs.  Available  for  $2.00  — 
refundable  on  first  order  Send  check  to:  "The  Three 
Arches  of  Bethlehem,"  Box  5291,  Lakeland,  Fla. 

EXPERIENCED  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  desires 
fulltime  position.  Hold  MM  degree  and  degree  in 
Bible.  Write  or  call :  Leslie  Barlett,  1325  N.  Berwick, 
Indpls.,  Ind.  46222. 

JULY  2H.  li»7M 
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F armers  bring  crisis  before  church 

Ten  critical  issues  cited  at  church-farm  consultation 


Interfaith  leaders  offer  protest 

WASHINGTON—  Interfaith  leaders,  from  left.  Bishop  James  K.  Matthews, 
United  Methodist  Bishop  of  Washington,  Rabbi  Walter  Wurzburger  of  Synagogue 
Council  of  America,  and  Msgr.  Francis  J.  Lally,  Secretary  of  Social  Development  and 
World  Peace  of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference,  walk  toward  Soviet  Embassy  in 
Washington  on  July  19,  to  deliver  letter  protesting  the  Moscow  sentencing  of  Anatoly 
Shcharansky,  Soviet  dissident. 

The  letter  was  subsequently  mailed  after  being  refused  by  an  Embassy  employee. 

KEI.IUIOl'S  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WICHITA,  Kan.  -  Getting  the  word 
out  about  what  really  is  happening  “down 
on  the  farm”  rated  almost  as  high  to  a 
cross-section  of  United  Methodist 
farmers  meeting  here  last  week  as 
getting  better  prices  for  their  crops. 

In  the  first  national  consultation  of  its 
kind  by  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
outline  the  farm  crisis,  some  50  farmers 
meeting  with  more  than  40  church 
leaders  said  that  “changing  the  negative 
attitudes  they  have  encountered  among 
non-farm  church  members”  is  high  on 
their  list  of  10  critical  issues. 

Called  by  the  UMC’s  National  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  its 
Office  of  Town  and  Country  Ministries, 
the  purpose  of  the  consultation  was  to 
identify  the  issues  in  the  farm  crisis  and 
especially  those  the  church  could  help 
resolve. 

Sorted  out  over  12  hours  of  intense 
discussion  were  the  following  issues 
farmers  and  church  leaders  believe  that 
the  UMC  ‘‘can  and  should”  help  them 
confront: 

•  Adequate  income  for  farmers 
related  to  their  capital  investment,  labor 
and  management  skills ; 

•  Government  policies  and  regulatory 
agencies  related  to  imports  and  exports, 
farm  programs,  pricing,  labor  supply 
and  taxes; 

•  Communications  efforts  designed  to 


Bishops  set  fall  convocations 

Missional priorities  to  get  boost 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  three  Missional 
Priorities  for  the  1977-80  quadrennium 
will  get  a  boost  this  fall  as  the 
denomination’s  bishops  go  into  action  to 
support  the  priorities  through  special 
convocations  in  the  45  espicopal  areas. 

The  priorities  are  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church,  evangelism  and  world 
hunger. 

Planned  by  the  Council  of  Bishops,  the 
convocations  will  be  held  between  Aug. 
25  and  Dec.  14.  Each  convocation  is  to 
include  not  only  the  area’s  resident 
bishop  but  also  other  bishops  who  will 
come  into  the  area  to  share  in 
interpreting  the  priorities. 

“The  Council  of  Bishops  looks  upon  the 
Missional  Priorities  as  being  much  more 
than  a  quadrennial  program,”  said 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  Canton, 
Ohio,  episcopal  leader  of  the  Ohio  East 
Area  and  chairperson  of  the  council’s 
committee  planning  the  convocations. 

“There  are  times  in  the  life  of  the 
church  whence  issues  and  opportunities 
call  for  a  total  mobilization  of 
leadership,”  Bishop  Thomas  explained. 
“Such  a  time  is  the  late  summer  and  fall 


"I  NEED  YOUR  HELP  ” 


SHAM  SUNDER  is  one  of  the 
youngest  boys  at  Crawford  Boys' 
Hostel  in  Vikarabad,  India.  This  is  a 
Methodist  facility  where  Sham 
Sunder  will  be  fed  with  food  for  both 
body  and  spirit.  The  superintendent 
mentions  that  this  little  boy  loves  to 
attend  church  and  Sunday  School. 

He  needs  a  sponsor  so  he  can  be 
assured  of  his  daily  bread,  for  his 
parents  are  coolies,  or  poor  daily 
workers.  You  could  sponsor  Sham 
Sunder  or  another  child  like  him  in 
one  of  our  59  Christian  orphanages 
located  in  12  countries.  The  sponsor 
is  always  given  full  information  on 
"his"  child:  picture,  name,  address, 
case  history  and  details  of  the  hostel 
or  orphanage  where  the  child  lives. 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  only  $10  a 
month  and  all  donations  to 
WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  are  tax 
deductible.  WCI  is  a  Christian 
corporation,  founded  in  1965.  The 
staff  sent  86.7%  of  all  funds  received 
in  1977  or  overseas  for  the  children. 
An  audit  is  available  on  request. 

Will  you  help  Sham  Sunder?  He  is 
a  most  deserving  boy  and  would 
enjoy  writing  to  you,  sharing  his  love 
with  a  family,  individual  or  group  in 
America.  Only  one  sponsor  is 
assigned  per  child.  Please  write  for 
details: 


I  wish  lo  sponsor  ;i  child  1 
l he  need  is  greatest 
I  prefer  a  child  in 
Enclosed  is  payment  for  first 
month 
For  lull  year 


Name 

Slntol 

'lily 

State  and  Zip 

Write  to:  Mrs,  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Director,  P.O. 
Uox  2U7U.  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  XUHMI. 


of  1978,  and  such  issues  are  those 
involved  in  the  three  Missional  Priorities 
adopted  by  the  1976  General  Conference. 

“Beginning  in  late  August  and 
continuing  until  the  middle  of  December, 
the  bishops  who  preside  over  the  45  areas 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  will 
travel  to  various  sections  of  the  church. 
Also  included  in  the  itinerary  are  several 
retired  bishops.” 


Bishop  Thomas  said  the  bishops  “will 
visit  Missional  Priority  projects, 
interpret  the  goals  and  purposes  of  the 
General  Conference,  and  support  each 
other  and  the  leadership  of  the  annual 
conferences.  Since  April  of  1977,  the 
bishops  have  been  planning  ways  by 
which  the  priorities  that  are  emphasized 
during  this  quadrennium  may  become 
continuing  ministries  of  the  church.” 


the  church  today 


Judge  in  Pacific  Homes 
suit  disqualified 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  judge  presiding 
over  the  class  action  suit  brought  by 
members  of  Pacific  Homes  retirement 
complex  against  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  several  of  its  agencies  has 

Evangelism 
tips  offered 
by  bishop 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

HOUSTON  —  There’s  no  secret  to 
church  membership  growth,  says  the 
bishop  of  the  annual  conference  posting 
the  largest  growth  in  United  Methodism 
last  year  —  it’s  just  a  matter  of  “faith, 
common  sense  and  very  hard  work.” 

But  Houston  Area  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  does  claim  at  least  six  major 
ingredients  went  into  a  church 
membership  boost  in  the  Texas  Annual 
Conference  of  some  2,975  members  in 
1977-78. 

For  any  successful  evangelism  and 
church  membership  thrust,  Bishop 
Crutchfield  told  TM/UMR  last  week,  the 
church  must: 

(1)  Go  where  the  people  are,  but  don’t 
abandon  the  old  sites.  New  churches 
actually  strengthen  old  ones  and, 
contrary  to  popular  opinion,  usually 
become  “feeders”  for  older  churches. 

The  Texas  conference  organized  eight 
new  churches  in  the  past  two  years, 
planned  three  more,  and  reactivated  one 
in  a  community  it  abandoned  35  years 
ago. 

(2)  Remember  the  local  parish  is  the 
primary  mission  field.  With  a 
“missionary  responsibility  .  to 
Contemporary  secular  America  of 
enormous  gravity,”  the  whole  church 
must  do  everything  it  can  to  strengthen 
the  local  church. 

(3)  Make  evangelism  and  church 
membership  a  top  priority.  Otherwise 
they  will  get  lost  in  the  thicket  of 
pressures  and  worthy  projects  which 
engulf  the  average  pastor  and  active 
layperson.  The  Texas  conference 
evangelism  program  was  developed  by  a 
“blue-ribbon”  committee  of  some  75 
persons,  most  of  whom  were  laypersons. 

(4)  Develop  a  program  that  is  definite 
and  specific,  to  avoid  bogging  down  in 
“flowery  rhetoric.”  “How-To  Clinics*  in 
each  district  are  a  definite  asset  for  the 
many  persons  who  “want  to”  but  don’t 
know  “how  to.” 

(5)  Rally  the  bishop  and  cabinet 
behind  the  effort.  Encourage  each  of 
them  to  hold  four  revivals  or  preaching 
missions  a  year.  If  the  bishop  and  each 
cabinet  member  give  four  weeks  a  year, 
the  result  in  the  Houston  Area  is  52  weeks 
of  effort  —  often  in  needy  places . 

(6)  Set  statistical  goals  for 
evangelism.  Persons  need  to  work  at 
clearly-perceived  goals  or  nothing  gets 
done.  The  Texas  conference  aims  for  a 
net  gain  of  5,000  members  this  year  —  a 
gain  which  “may  not  happen,  but  it 
could." 

Bishop  Crutchfield  said  it’s  possible  to 
assume  that  "wha*ever  a  person  works 
at  is  apt  to  net  done.  Whatever  gets  a 
person’s  attention  actually  gets  that 
person.  Whatever  you  pray  for,  hope  for 
»nd  agonize  for  is  likely  to  come  to  pass." 


been  disqualified  from  hearing  any 
further  matters  in  the  case.  The 
California  Court  of  Appeals  has  found  the 
conduct  of  Judge  Ross  G.  Tharp  of  the 
San  Diego  Superior  Court  biased  and 
prejudiced. 

On  March  20,  Judge  Tharp  sent  a  letter 
to  attorneys  involved  in  the  proceedings 
advising  them  to  negotiate  their 
differences.  Among  other  things,  the 
letter  stated  his  belief  that  the  claims 
against  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
conference  are  “meritorious  and  that 
they  will  in  all  probability  prevail.” 

The  appellate  court  compared  Judge 
Tharp’s  remarks  to  a  horse  race  in  which 
“the  horses  were  not  yet  out  of  the 
paddock,  yet  the  winner  was  chosen,” 
according  to  Circuit  West,  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 

New  UM  student  magazine 
continues  ‘motive* 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
has  issued  a  trial  magazine  for  college 
students  called  “Orientation  1978.” 

The  tabloid-sized  magazine  is  an 
exploratory  continuation  of  “motive,” 
the  United  Methodist  magazine  which 
was  severed  from  the  church  in  1971  and 
then  ended  publication  after  30  years. 

Most  of  the  art  work  in  the  20-page 
volume  is  from  issues  of  “motive.” 
There  is  also  a  “motive  Retrospective” 
in  the  magazine  as  well  as  a  section 
called  “The  Best  of  motive." 
Comparative  religion  series 
to  be  broadcast  by  public  TV 
NEW  YORK  (EP)  -  A  13-episode 
television  documentary,  designed  as  a 
series  of  encounters  with  people  of 
different  faiths  on  four  continents,  will  be 
presented  nationally  this  fall  by  Public 
Broadcasting  Service  (PBS). 

Titled  “The  Long  Search,”  the  series 
records  the  modern  “global  pilgrimage' 
of  British  dramatist  and  author  Ronald 
Eyre,  host  for  the  program,  who  sets  out 
from  London  to  discover  basic  questions 
about  the  religious  lives  of  people  in  the 
world  today. 

The  hour-long  episodes  include  visits 
with  Protestants  in  the  U.S.,  Roman 
Catholics  in  Europe,  Orthodox  Christians 
in  Rumania,  Jews  in  Israel,  Zen  Buddhists 
in  Japan,  Muslims  in  Cairo,  and 
followers  of  Eastern  religions  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  Also  encountered  are  “Zulu 
Zionists"  in  South  Africa,  Taoists  in 
TaiwaN,  Hindus  in  India  and  the  Torajas 
tribe  in  Indonesia. 

Record  number  of  UM 
Hispanics  in  seminary 
NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  More  Hispanic 
United  Methodists  will  be  attending 
seminary  this  fall  preparing  for  ordained 
ministry  in  the  Rio  Grande  Conference 
than  at  any  other  time  in  history. 

The  Rev.  Josue  Gonzalez,  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  director  of  enlistment  for  the 
conference,  recently  reported  that  15 
Hispanic  students  will  be  enrolled  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  this 
fall.  He  said  six  of  the  15  will  be  receiving 
pastoral  appointments  at  the  1979  annual 
conference  sessions. 

Dr.  Gonzalez  also  reported  that  30 
Hispanic  pastors  are  participating  in  the 
1978  summer  Course  of  Study  program  at 
Perkins.  Additionally,  53  individuals 
have  expressed  specific  interest  in  the 
ordained  ministry  and  130  persons  in 
diaconal  ministry  as  full-time  lay 
workers. 


correct  negative  stereotypes  of  farm  life 
and  misinformation  about  the  farm 
situation; 

•  Land  use  and  stewardship  issues 
involving  foreign  investments,  conserva¬ 
tion,  tax  laws,  water  rights; 

•  Biblical-theological  basis  for  the 
values  of  farm  life  and  for  farming  as  a 
sacred  vocation; 

•  Creating  solidarity  among  farm 
groups  and  other  sympathetic 
consumers ; 

•  Preservation  of  farm  land  for  farm 
purposes; 

•  World  food  policies  in  such  areas  as 
imports,  exports,  expanded  markets  and 
distribution; 

•  The  need  for  further  discussion  and 
information  on  grain  reserves  proposals, 
most  of  which  were  regarded  here  as 
damaging  to  farmers  with  the  present 
marketing  structures. 

Part  of  the  body  is  hurting 

Helping  change  public  attitudes 
toward  farmers  should  be  just  as 
important  as  changing  attitudes  about 
race  or  labor  laws,  said  Dr.  Harold 
McSwain,  a  professor  of  parish 
development  at  both  UM  seminaries  in 
Ohio,  United  Theological  Seminary  at 
Dayton  and  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary  at  Delaware.  He  said  the 
farmer  is  another  case  where  part  of  the 
body  of  Christ  is  hurting  and  where  the 
whole  body  of  the  church  should  be 
concerned. 

Many  farm  participants  said  they  were 
grateful  for  the  national  church’s  calling 
the  consultation  in  recognition  of  their 
crisis,  a  first  since  it  focused  on 
supporting  farmers  and  not  on  world 
hunger. 

But  farmers  feel  they  are  stereotyped 
as  “second-rate”  by  their  fellow  church 
members. 

Marvin  McReynolds,  Kansas  West 
conference  lay  leader  and  a  wheat/beef 
farmer,  laid  out  some  of  the  negative 
attitudes  frequently  encountered  among 
non-farm  church  members  during  the 
opening  session. 

“We  are  told  by  persons  in  the  church 
we  should  produce  even  if  we  don’t  show 
a  profit,”  he  said.  "We  care  about  the 
world  as  farmers  but  in  order  to  continue 
we  need  a  profit.  Why  does  the  church 
bad-mouth  the  profit  motive?”  he  asked. 

Apparent  contradiction 

He  expressed  dismay  over  the 
apparent  contradiction  between  the 
church’s  concern  with  human  rights, 
equal  pay  and  workers’  rights,  and  its 
attitudes  toward  farmers.  “Church 
members  seem  to  be  saying  it’s  all  right 
for  the  farmer  to  put  in  an  80-hour  week 
himself,  plus  his  wife  and  children 
working,  as  long  as  they  (the  church 
members)  can  eat  cheap,”  he  said. 

“Why  is  it  all  right  for  us  to  put  in  that 
kind  of  time  and  have  less  to  show  for  it 
than  a  family  which  has  only  one  worker 
(in  a  non-farm  occupation)  ?” 

Then,  too,  Mr.  McReynolds  said  he 
hears  a  lot  of  remarks  about  farmers 
having  air-conditioned  cabs  on  their 

‘ Wheaties ,  exercise,  prayer’ 


tractors.  "The  church  says  it  wants 
people  to  have  good  working  conditions. 
Is  it  un-Christian  for  farmers  to  have 
these  aids?  I  think  God  is  just  as 
concerned  about  those  out  on  tractors  as 
those  in  church  offices.  ” 

The  Kansas  farmer  said,  “We  don't  get 
sympathy  because  people  say  our  land  is 
so  valuable.  But  if  we  sell  it  off  to  meet 
expenses,  we  no  longer  are  in  business  at 
all." 

Communicating  and  interpreting  farm 
issues  was  seen  as  urgent,  the 
participants  agreed.  Strategies  and 
recommendations  suggested  at  the 
consultation  will  be  carried  out  on  local 
and  regional  levels.  But  other 
recommendations  will  be  considered  by 
the  national  staff,  and  some  are  expected 
to  come  before  a  major  consultation  on 
world  hunger  in  December  in  Cincinnati. 
Still  other  recommendations  may 
provide  the  basis  for  legislative 
proposals  to  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt,  Wisconsin  Area 
episcopal  leader  and  president  of  the 
National  Division,  said  “the  national 
church  and  its  agencies  are  seeking  to  be 
more  responsible  as  church  leaders  to 


farm  members.”  He  promised  to  deliver 
a  report  of  the  meeting  to  the  bishops  of 
the  church. 

Pointing  out  the  importance  of  farmers 
to  United  Methodism.  Bishop  Monk 
Bryan  of  the  Nebraska  Area,  said 
“farmers  and  stockmen  are  a  big  part  of 
church  life  and  make  up  the  membership 
of  an  overwhelming  number  of  small  UM 
churches.” 

Farmers  found  that  getting  hold  of  the 
jargon  and  handles  of  church 
bureaucracy  was  confusing  and 
complicated,  but,  like  every  other 
minority  group  seeking  to  make  itself 
heard  in  recent  years,  they  seemed 
determined  to  master  its  intricacies. 

Different  ‘fruit  of  the  vine’ 

The  “fruit  of  the  vine"  was  received  in 
a  different  way  here  in  the  form  of  a  box 
of  raisins  during  the  concluding  covenant 
service  here  last  week  of  the 
“consultation  on  the  farm  crisis.” 

Brought  for  participants  by  a  United 
Methodist  raisin  grower,  Bill  Okubo  of 
Selma,  Calif.,  the  snack  size  boxes  of 
dried  grapes  replaced  the  traditional 
grape  juice  as  the  symbol  of  God’s 
goodness  and  grace. _ 


Cost-price  squeeze 
shows  up  at  meeting 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan.  —  That  farmers, 
particularly  in  the  grainbelt  regions 
of  the  Midwest  are  hurting  in  a  “cost- 
price  squeeze"  became  dramatically 
apparent  to  participants  here  at  the 
consultation  on  the  farm  crisis 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Dan  Murphey  of  Protection,  Kan., 
got  a  call  from  his  banker  informing 
him  of  a  foreclosure  on  his  farming 
operation  while  he  and  his  wife  were 
at  the  consultation. 

Mr.  Murphy,  who  is  a  world  hunger 
interpreter  for  the  church,  said  he  lost 
his  1977  crop  due  to  wind  and  hail 
damage  but  he  didn’t  qualify  for  crop 
disaster  loans  because  the  damage 
didn’t  occur  on  three  qualifying  days 
and  he  refused  to  lie  and  say  that  it 
did.  He  told  TM/UMR  he  trusts  in  God 
that  somehow  he  will  continue 
farming.  How  is  not  obvious  at  the 
moment  since  he  has  been  turned 
down  by  eight  banks  in  spite  of 
holding  $250,000  in  assets.  He  leases 
land  and  is  not  a  landowner. 

When  farmers  talk  about  the  “cost- 
price  squeeze"  they  mean  that  while 
costs  have  gone  up  as  much  as  75 
percent  during  the  last  seven  years, 
prices  have  not  kept  pace.  They  say 
the  farmer  may  receive  less  for  his 
products  today  than  30  years  ago  but 
costs  are  up  four  or  five  times. 


creating  a  financial  crunch  as  bad  as 
the  Depression  era.  Especially  hard 
hit  are  young  farmers  with  large 
debts  and  farmers  with  limited  ability 
to  diversify  their  crops. 

Increased  production  and  the 
ability  to  generate  a  cash  flow  by 
borrowing  against  rapidly  inflating 
land  prices  has  kept  many  in 
business,  farmers  readily  admit. 

Dr.  Roy  Frederick,  a  UM  farm 
economist  at  Kansas  State  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Manhattan,  said  “this  is  a 
very  dangerous  trend”  when  cash 
flow  from  land  values  exceeds  income 
from  actual  farm  operations.  He 
predicted  that  many  more  farmers 
would  be  forced  out  of  agriculture.  At 
the  same  time,  he  said,  "it  is 
absolutely  essential”  to  recruit  young 
farmers  for  the  next  generation.  The 
average  age  of  today’s  farmer  is  57. 

Farmers  here  at  the  consultation 
want  farming  opened  up  so  it  will 
again  be  possible  for  young 
Americans  to  enter  this  vocation 
which  they  value  and  love. 

Sometimes  described  as  a  “new 
minority,”  U.S.  farmers  now 
comprise  only  3.6  percent  of  the 
population.  About  2.1  million  make  a 
living  from  farming;  another  2 
million  live  on  farms  but  derive  their 
income  principally  from  non-farm 
jobs. 


100-year-old  minister  shares  secrets 


By  WILLMAR  L.  THORKELSON 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  Move  over, 
Olympic  champion  Bruce  Jenner. 
You’ve  got  competition. 

Like  you,  the  Rev.  Carl  Wilhelm 
Schevenius  eats  Wheaties  for  breakfast. 

And  like  you,  Mr. 

Schevenius  is  a 
physical  fitness 
enthusiast.  He  does 
135  exercises  daily, 
like  reaching  over 
and  touching  the 
floor  without 
bending  his  knees. 

And  he  walks  two 
miles  daily  around 
the  neighborhood.  Carl  Schevenius 

But  Mr.  Schevenius  was  100-years-old 
on  July  27. 

The  mind  of  the  stately,  white-haired 
preacher  appears  to  be  just  as  agile  as 
his  body.  He  can  still  deliver  an  original 
sermon  without  a  note  of  reference.  He 
reads  avidly  —  from  scriptures,  history, 
philosophy  and  contemporary  literature. 
He  has  a  vivid  memory  of  events  that 
have  taken  place  a  long  time  ago. 

Mr.  Schevenius  does  have  a  hearing 
problem  and  wears  an  aid  to  correct  it. 
Partly  for  this  reason,  he  has  taken 
approximately  the  same  front  pew  for 
the  past  20  years  at  Asbury  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  here,  where  he  was  pastor 
from  1924  to  1934. 

Mr.  Schevenius  was  born  in  Telemark, 
Norway,  and  came  to  this  country  after 
completing  teacher’s  training  there  with 
the  intention  of  going  into  medicine,  the 
vocation  of  his  forebears. 

However,  a  “spiritual  awakening”  he 
experienced  when  he  attended  a  service 
at  the  Norwegian  Methodist  church  in 
Stoughton,  Wis.,  turned  his  life’s  dream 
to  the  ministry. 

His  first  assignment  —  in  1903  —  was  to 
Virginia,  Minn.,  then  a  wild,  raucous  and 
booming  lumbering  and  mining  town  of 
3,000.  Starting  with  three  people,  he  built 
a  congregation  and  a  church  and  led  the 
community  in  closing  the  saloons  on 
Sundays,  as  required  by  state  law.  The 
latter  fight  nearly  cost  his  life. 

After  five  years  in  Virginia,  he  moved 
to  Duluth  where  he  also  built  a 
congregation  and  a  church.  There,  too, 
he  was  promised  no  salary  except 
"prayer,  room  and  board.” 

Later,  he  became  a  professor  at  the 
Garrett  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  III.;  superintendent  of  two 
districts  of  the  Methodist  Church’s 
Norwegian-Danish  Conference;  and  a 


pastor  of  churches  in  Minneapolis, 
Superior,  Wis.,  and  Detroit. 

At  one  time  he  studied  law  because  he 
lost  his  voice  and  doctors  told  him  it 
wouldn’t  return.  But  it  did  through  what 
he  believes  was  “a  miracle  of  God.” 

Once  during  a  typhoid  fever  epidemic, 
he  volunteered  to  stay  with  a  family  suf¬ 
fering  from  the  disease  and  nursed  them 
back  to  health.  He  contracted  the  fever 
but  recovered. 

During  the  depression,  he  bought  gro¬ 
ceries  and  paid  coal  bills  for  members  of 
his  congregation. 

Mr.  Schevenius  concluded  his  active 
ministry  in  1943  when  the  Norwegian- 
Danish  Conference  was  dissolved  into 
state  conferences  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  For  a  while  in  retirement,  he 
and  his  wife,  Alice,  lived  on  Lotus  Lake 
near  Excelsior,  Minn.,  while  he  supplied 
a  church  at  Millville,  Minn.  His  wife  died 
in  1976. 

Of  special  pride  to  Mr.  Schevenius  is 
the  Norwegian-Danish  Methodist 
Hymnal  compiled  by  a  committee  he 
headed  and  published  in  1922.  The  book, 
“Evangeliske  Toner,”  contains  his 


translation  of  the  hymn,  “Faith  of  Our 
Fathers.” 

A  sermon  he  preached  May  21  at 
Asbury  was  video-taped  by  Norwegian 
state  television  and  will  be  shown  in 
Norway  around  Christmas  as  part  of  a 
documentary  on  Mr.  Schevenius’  life  that 
includes  episodes  filmed  in  Stoughton 
and  Evanston. 

In  an  interview,  Mr.  Schevenius  said 
he  believes  the  Christian  church  is 
emerging  from  a  period  of  liberalism 
“when  we  preached  a  lot  of  doubt.” 

“People  have  enough  doubt  of  their 
own,”  he  observed.  “They  want 
something  positive  —  something  they 
can  build  on,  something  to  help  them.” 

Mr.  Schevenius  said  he  would  like  to 
continue  to  live  as  long  as  he  has  good 
health.  But  when  that  is  gone,  he  “wants 
to  go  home.” 

“I  know  where  I  am  going,”  he  said 
emphatically. 

In  heaven,  he  hopes  to  see  Tolstoy, 
Tagore  and  other  authors  w-hose  works 
he  continues  to  read,  he  said. 

Mr.  Thorkelsorx  is  religion  editor  of  the 
Minneapolis  Star. 


MINNEAPOLIS — A  television  crew  from  Norway  films  a  sermon  by  Norwegian- 
born  Carl  Wilhelm  Schevenius  in  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  here  this  spring. 
The  UM  retired  pastor  turned  100  July  27  and  keeps  his  health  by  walking  two  miles 
and  completing  135  exercises  each  day. 
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BELLEVUE,  Ohio —  This  travel-worn  and  mile-weary  wagon  —  his  third  one 
—  belonged  to  John  Seybert,  first  bishop  of  the  Evangelical  Association- 

PHOTOS  BY  EAST  OHIO  NORWALK  DISTRICT  L'MR 

Frontier  evangelist: 
‘sent’  by  buckboard 


By  RAYMOND  M.  VEH 

BELLEVUE,  Ohio  -  In  the 
historical  room  of  Seybert  United 
Methodist  Church  here  sits  a  rickety, 
high-wheeled,  travel-worn  and  mile- 
weary  vehicle  —  the  symbol  of  a 
passion. 

In  this  buckboard  wagon,  John 
Seybert,  first  elected  bishop  of  the 
Evangelical  Association  —  one  of  the 
predecessor  denominations  which 
now-  form  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  carried  the  Gospel  to  the 
then-opening  Western  frontier  of  the 
19th  century. 

This  itinerant  bishop  and  peerless 
missionary  deliberately  abjured 
marriage  because  he  believed  it 
unfair  to  saddle  responsibilities 
incidental  to  home  life  upon  a  wife 
while  he  rode  afar,  proclaiming  the 
Gospel  he  was  called  to  preach  by 
word,  deed  and  distribution  of  books. 

In  1842,  the  bishop  took  23,725 
volumes  from  the  little  New  Berlin 
(Pa.)  Publishing  House  to  Ohio  and 
western  missions.  Even  though  some 
of  the  volumes  were  small  Sunday 
school  books,  it  was  a  tremendous 
load  as  he  made  the  journey  overland 
by  trails,  canals  and  river.  On 
repeated  journeys  his  wagon  and 
horse  faced  swollen  streams,  waist- 
high  snows  and  those  who  would 
hinder  ministers.  He  had  no  work, 
indeed,  but  the  Lord’s  work. 

Born  July  7,  1791  at  Manheim,  Pa., 
Seybert  received  catechetical 
instruction  from  a  Lutheran  minister. 
When  he  was  15,  his  father  died. 
Within  a  year,  his  mother  became  a 
follower  of  George  Rapp  whose 
Pietistic  Society  was  looking  for  the 
establishment  of  the  millenium  in 
Harmony,  Pa.  John  cared  for  his 
younger  brother  David,  who  never 
saw  his  mother  again. 

Coming  under  the  influence  of  early 
circuit  riders,  on  June  21,  1819, 
Seybert  gave  his  life  to  Christ.  In  1819 
he  preached  his  first  sermon  on  I  John 
3:8,9.  He  was  granted  a  license  to 
preach  in  1820  and  four  years  later 
was  elected  “presiding  elder.  ” 

In  1830  this  unusual  selfless  man 
resigned  his  presiding  eldership  to 
become  a  missionary  in  northwestern 
Pennsylvania  where  the  conference 
sent  him  to  make  his  own  circuit.  A 
year  later,  April  14,  1834  he  wrote  in 
the  “Journal”  he  kept  all  his  life  that 
he  had  opened  20  preaching  places, 
received  130  members  into  the 
church,  traveled  on  horseback  3,011 
miles,  and  preached  218  times. 

Little  wonder  that  in  1839  John 
Seybert  became  both  the  first  bishop 
of  the  Evangelical  Church  and  the 


first  president  of  the  denominational 
missionary  sapiety.  As  a  missionary- 
bishop,  he  served  and  lived  the  rest  of 
his  life  going  steadily  to  the  places 

“farthest  out."  The  dashboard  of  his 
old  wagon  is  worn  with  the  marks  of 
the  wear  and  tear  of  the  bishop’s 
boots.  This  wagon  —  drawn  by  horse¬ 
power  —  was  impelled  by  a  spiritual 
mission  of  redemption  and  life  eternal 
for  all  whom  the  man  on  the  driver’s 
seat  could  reach  for  Christ  and  the 
church. 

Following  the  trail  of  this  God-sent 
traveler  over  40  years,  his  “Journal” 
reveals  that  he  covered  175,000  miles, 
preached  9,850  sermons,  made  46,000 
pastoral  calls  and  some  10,000  calls  on 
the  sick  and  distressed,  and  held  over 
8,000  prayer  meetings. 

Bishop  S.  P.  Spreng  in  “Young 
People's  History  of  the  Evangelical 
Church”  says:  “His  extraordinary 
singleness  of  purpose,  complete 
consecration  to  the  will  of  God  and  the 
work  of  evangelization,  his 
remarkable  zeal  for  souls,  peculiarly 
fitted  him  for  leadership  in  those 
days.  He  was  .  .  .  apostolic  in  zeal  and 
power.  No  man  in  any  church  in  the 
19th  century  more  fully  represented 
apostolic  consecration.  Under  his 
leadership  the  church  forged  ahead 
with  great  strides.” 

December  28,  1859  was  his  last  day 
on  the  road.  With  his  wagon  and 
faithful  horse  he  arrived  at  the  house 
of  Isaac  Parker  near  Bellevue,  Ohio, 
still  to  be  seen  on  famed  Route  20.  His 
last  entry  in  his  “Journal”  was  “‘One 
soul  saved.” 

Dr.  Veh  was  an  editor  of 
publications  in  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 
He  is  now  retired  and  lives  in 
Thiensville,  Wis. 
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Bishop  admits  ‘mistake’ 
in  letter  to  agency  officials 


NASHVILLE  ( RNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of 
the  Dakotas  has  written  a  second  letter 
on  personnel  policies  of  the  church’s 
agencies,  indicating  that  he  was 
““mistaken”  in  not  checking  with  two 
officials  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  before  writing 
his  first  letter. 

On  April  17,  Bishop  Armstrong  sent  a 
letter  to  all  bishops,  presidents,  and 
general  secretaries  of  United  Methodist 
boards.  In  it,  he  charged  that  many  of  the 
personnel  policies  of  the  church's 
agencies  “appear  to  be  irresponsible  in 
the  light  of  current  fair-employment 
practices.” 

One  case  he  referred  to  was  the 
decision  not  to  renominate  Dr.  Robert 
Watts  Thornburg  as  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  higher  education  and 
ministry  board’s  Division  of  the 
Ordained  Ministry.  Dr.  Thornburg  had 
charged  that  the  decision  was 
“arbitrary.” 

In  his  second  letter,  reported  in  a 
recent  issue  of  “Newscope,”  a  UM 
weekly  newsletter,  Bishop  Armstrong 
says  he  was  mistaken  in  having  sent  the 
first  letter  without  first  talking  with 
Bishop  James  M.  Ault  of  Valley  Forge, 
chairman  of  the  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry,  or  with  Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter, 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Bishop  Armstrong  says  in  his  second 
letter,  which  was  sent  to  the  same  people 
as  his  first  letter,  that  he  has  now  read  a 
narrative  written  by  Bishop  Ault, 
reviewed  self-evaluation  forms  and 
correspondence  sent  to  him  by  Dr 
Thornburg,  and  talked  with  both  Bishop 
Ault  and  Dr  Trotter. 


“Although  there  are  disparities 
between  Bishop  Ault’s  narrative  and  Bob 
Thornburg  s  record  and  remembrance  of 
things  past,”  Bishop  Armstrong  says,  “I 
believe  each  principal  involved  was 
doing  his  conscientious  best  to  work 
through  a  difficult  situation.” 

If  he  had  known  in  April  what  he  knows 
now.  Bishop  Armstrong  said,  "I  would 
have  written  the  letter  anyway,  but  it 
would  have  been  more  detailed  and 
informed.” 

The  Bishop  says,  “my  only  desire  was 
to  see  a  uniform  policy  (with  realistic 
flexibility)  applied  to  the  full  range  of 
personnel  and  grievance  procedures 
employed  by  the  boards  and  agencies  of 
the  church,  and  to  see  them  implemented 
by  committed,  responsible  and  informed 
managerial  and  executive  staff 
members.” 


Clergy  oversupply  pressures  UMC 

Study  lists  six  ‘problem’ areas  —  either  opportunity  or  danger 


By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DURHAM.  N.C.  —  Growing  over- 
supply  on  one  hand  and  decreasing 
demand  for  clergy  services  on  the  other 
are  putting  special  pressures  on  United 
Methodism’s  unique  "closed  system  of 
clergy  placement,"  two  church 
•esearchers  say  in  a  recent  report, 

While  this  “problem”  could  be  a 
unique  opportunity  for  the  denomination 
to  upgrade  the  church’s  ministry  and 
make  it  more  responsive  to  local 
congregations,  they  say  there  are  equal 
dangers  that  the  ministry  will  be 
weakened. 

Outlining  the  special  implications  for 
United  Methodism  in  the  “tight  clergy 
job  market"  are  the  Rev.  Jackson  W. 
Carroll  of  the  Hartford  Seminary 
Foundation  and  the  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Wilson  of  the  Duke  Divinity  school  here. 
They  first  reported  their  research  on  the 
glut  of  ministers  in  mainline  Protestant 
denominations  in  April.  In  July  they 
released  a  study  entitled  “Causes  and 
Implications  of  the  Changing  Clergy  Job 
Market  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church." 

They  state  that  specific  problem  areas 
for  United  Methodism  exist  in  the 
growing  oversupply  against  (1)  a 
lessened  number  of  positions,  (2)  special 
appointments,  (3)  local  pastors,  (4) 
women,  (5)  quality  of  the  ministry  and 
(6)  local  church  autonomy. 

Supply  vs.  demand 

The  United  Methodist  system  is  unique 
because  once  a  UM  minister  is  received 
into  full  membership  in  an  annual 
conference,  he  or  she  is  guaranteed  an 
appointment  with  at  least  minimum 
salary.  The  research  paper  says  since 
this  is  the  case,  the  supply  of  people  and 
jobs  must  be  kept  in  balance.  If  these  are 
out  of  balance,  the  alternatives  are  to 
create  new  jobs  or  reduce  the  number  of 
clergy  by  termination  and/or  by  refusing 
to  accept  candidates  for  the  ministry. 

The  number  of  pastoral  charges  has 
dropped  by  10  percent  in  the  UMC  over  a 
17-year  period  from  1960  to  1977, 


according  to  the  study,  to  24,730  from 
27,547.  Also,  with  fewer  new  churches 
being  started,  fewer  positions  as  pastor 
are  being  created  than  was  the  case  15  to 
20  years  ago.  Decreases  in  the  number  of 
ordained  missionaries  from  approx¬ 
imately  1,500. to  250  has  also  reduced  the 
number  of  positions  available. 

At  the  same  time,  the  effect  of  the  post¬ 
war  baby  boom  has  produced  a  large 
number  of  persons  at  the  beginning  of 
their  careers.  The  largest  number  of 
clergy  in  the  denomination's  history  — 
35,779  reported  in  1977  —  was  13  percent 
more  than  in  1960. 

Further,  there  is  a  low  retirement  rate 
due  to  the  small  number  of  entrants  into 
the  ministry  during  the  Depression  of  the 
1930s. 

Another  growth  factor  has  been  the 
entry  into  ministry  of  large  numbers  of 
women. 

Special  appointments 

Because  of  the  oversupply  situation, 
the  paper  reports,  persons  in 
appointments  beyond  the  local  church  or 
“special  appointments”  are  perceived  as 
a  “threat”  by  conference  members 
serving  parishes.  The  fear  is  that  they  — 
4,272-strong  —  will  suddenly  return  to 
their  annual  conferences  and  claim 
appointments  to  local  churches. 

Drs.  Carroll  and  Wilson  contend  that 
this  is  highly  improbable  since  most 
persons  on  special  appointments  also 
have  specialized  vocational  training  and 
would  not  want  to  return  to  a  local  church 
pastorate  at  a  minimum  salary.  They 
suggest  that  these  persons  be  allowed  to 
waive  their  right  to  a  local  church 
appointment  rather  than  by  legislating 
them  into  a  second-class  group  in  order 
“to  protect  ministers  serving  local 
churches  from  competition.” 

Anxiety  among  local  pastors 

Local  pastors  (previously  called  lay 
pastors  and  approved  supply  pastors), 
the  paper  reports,  are  experiencing 
“great  anxiety  because  of  the  oversupply 
situation. 


“They  correctly  see  the  possibility  of 
seminary  graduates  being  appointed  to 
churches  they  have  traditionally  served 
(usually  part-time  or  smaller  charges), 
the  researchers  say.  They  predict  that 
tension  will  increase  between  local 
pastors  and  full  conference  members 
and  that  over  the  long  term,  there  will  be 
fewer  local  pastors.  The  church  had  4,320 
local  pastors  in  1977. 

Quality  of  ministry 

Tougher  admission  requirements  and 
increased  clergy  evaluation  can  also  be 
expected  to  result  from  an  oversupply 
situation,  the  researchers  say. 

But,  while  the  potential  oversupply 
should  make  annual  conference  boards 
of  the  ministry  more  selective  about 
whom  they  will  admit,  and  thus  upgrade 
the  ministry,  the  danger  will  be  to  admit 
only  “safe  candidates”  who  will  fit 
quietly  into  the  system  and  not  rock  the 


ecclesiastical  boat. 

Pressures  to  terminate  less  competent 
pastors  will  also  increase,  they  say,  but 
given  the  nature  of  the  system  in  which 
the  clergy  themselves  determine  who 
shall  be  admitted  and  dismissed,  it  will 
be  easier  to  admit  fewer  persons  than  to 
turn  someone  out. 

Local  church  autonomy 

The  paper  goes  on  to  suggest  that  local 
churches  will  want  to  have  a  greater 
voice  in  who  their  pastor  will  be  as  they 
become  aware  there  is  no  longer  any 
shortage. 

The  authors  conclude  that  the  United 
Methodist  structure  with  its  definite 
rules  which  can  only  be  changed  every 
four  years  by  General  Conference,  can't 
adjust  quickly  to  an  oversupply;  there¬ 
fore,  they  say  an  extended  period  of 
difficult  adjustment  may  be  ahead. 


Meals  service  warned 
against  federal  funds 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  A 
leader  of  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State  charged 
here  that  increased  federal  funding  for 
the  Meals  on  Wheels  program  would  spur 
government  intervention  into  the  goals 
and  practices  of  the  loosely  knit 
organization. 

Meals  on  Wheels  is  an  autonomous 
meal  service  largely  maintained  for  the 
home-bound  elderly.  Each  chapter, 
usually  related  to  a  church  or  synagogue, 
develops  its  own  program  and  seeks  its 
own  funding,  often  applying  for  Federal 
Title  VII  funds. 

Andrew  L.  Gunn,  executive  director  of 
Americans  United,  said  that  the  Meals  on 
Wheels  organization  is  under  the 
impression  that  current  legislation 
before  the  Senate  would  allow  them  to 
"continue  what  they  are  doing.” 

However,  he  warned,  “The 


‘ Patron  saint’ of  Harlem  says: 

‘Christ  called  me  to  work  in  streets’ 


MACOMB,  Ill.  —  Called  the  "patron 
saint"  for  the  community  around  126th 
and  Madison  Avenue,  the  pastor  of  the 
Metropolitan  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  York  City  told  delegates  to  the 
Central  Illinois  conference  here  last 
month  that  he  worked  with  street  gangs 
because  he  felt  a  call  of  Christ  to  work  in 
the  streets  as  well  as  the  church. 

The  Rev.  William  James  said  the 
church  was  forgetting  the  streets  and  the 
fringe  people  when  he  went  to  minister  in 
New  York  25  years  ago.  So  he  began  to 
work  with  street  gangs  in  the  Bronx. 

"Those  129  kids  in  the  gangs  taught  me 
what  redemption  is,”  he  said.  Out  of  the 
group,  112  ended  up  in  professional 
positions  or  skilled  jobs  with  89 
completing  college  and  55  graduate 
school. 

Scholars  urge 
Latin  church 
to  stand  firm 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Sixty-one 
prominent  North  American  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  scholars  have 
urged  the  Latin  American  Catholic 
Church  not  to  abandon  its  leadership  role 
in  defense  of  human  rights  and  advocacy 
for  the  poor. 

In  an  open  letter  sent  to  the  president 
of  the  Conference  of  Latin  American 
Bishops  (CELAM),  the  theologians  and 
educators  said  that  the  Catholic  Church 
in  South  America  has  “helped  us 
discover  new  relations  between  Christian 
ministry  and  appropriate  political 
action.” 

The  statement  reflected  a  concern  that 
conservative  bishops  would  attempt  to 
chart  a  less  progressive  social  action 
course  for  the  church  when  the  third 
CELAM  meeting  is  held  at  Puebla, 
Mexico,  in  October. 

The  ecumenical  statement  declared 
that  the  Puebla  meeting  was  “crucial” 
for  the  “growth  of  the  Latin  American 
Church  and  for  our  own. 

Among  the  United  Methodist  signers 
were  Dr.  Albert  Outler  (Southern 
Methodist  University);  Dr.  Eugene 
Stockwell  (National  Council  of 
Churches);  and  Dr.  Franklin  Littell 
( Temple  University ) . 


Across  the  years,  Mr.  James,  by  his 
own  count,  has  helped  2,500  persons  get  a 
college  education. 

Many  of  these 
young  people  grew 
up  in  his  2,000  mem¬ 
ber  church,  others 
he  found  on  the 
streets.  Among  the 
more  famous  of 
those  he  helped  is 
writer  Claude 
Brown,  author  of 
“Manchild  in  the 
Promised  Land.”  William  James 

Mr.  James  built  “a  staid 
congregation”  into  a  socially  conscious 
church  to  furnish  alternatives  to  gangs, 
addicts  and  alcoholics  on  Times  Square. 
The  alternatives  included  education, 
training  and  jobs,  he  said. 

The  church  then  expanded  its  ministry 
to  help  form  the  Ministerial  Interfaith 
Association,  an  organization  in  Harlem 
to  provide  education,  employment 
assistance,  skills  training,  mental  and 
physical  health,  political  action  and 
housing  opportunities. 

‘“We  boldly  said  the  church  should  be 
out  there  in  the  world  because  that’s 
where  the  people  live,”  Mr.  James  said. 
The  association  developed  also  “the 
Harlem  Counseling  Service  with 
psychiatrists,  clinical  and  social 
psychologists  and  other  professional 
staff.  Now  there  is  a  State  Urban 
Development  Corporation  and  a  10  year 
plan  for  the  redevelopment  of  Harlem. 

“The  Ministerial  Interfaith 
Association  spearheaded  this,”  he 
added.  “It  is  the  most  potent 
organization  in  New  York  today  as  far  as 
social  change  is  concerned.” 

The  pastor  told  the  conference 
audience  he  was  not  doing  all  this  for 
himself.  “Claude  Brown,  when  he  was  18 
years  old,  said  to  me,  ‘You  have  done  a 
marvelous  thing  for  me,'  "  said  Mr. 
James.  "I  corrected  him  —  Christ  had 
done  a  marvelous  thing  for  him.  He 
redeems  us.  He  makes  us  members  one 
of  another.  The  thrill  of  my  life  is  that  the 
way  Christ  did  it  works.  A  part  of  the 
conversion  experience  is  that 
Christianity  works  in  the  world  today  and 
we  are  His  instruments.  ’ 

Jesus  did  not  work  in  the  synagogues 
and  temples,  Mr.  James  reminded  the 
audience,  but  in  the  streets.  "I  felt  a 
personal  call  of  Christ  to  do  my  work  in 
the  streets,  also.” 


Arts  spotlighted 
at  church  center 


PHILADELPHIA  —  An  accomplished  musician  — 
William  Gilmore  —  was  named  recently  to  head  a  new 
project  in  the  arts  for  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church 
here  Mr.  Gilmore,  a  graduate  of  both  the  law  school  and 
business  school  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  will 
direct  the  new  Center  for  the  Arts,  Christian  Education 
and  the  Black  Experience.  The  pilot  project  to  develop 
resources  in  the  arts  for  churches  is  funded  by  a  grant 
from  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Discipleship. 
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Retelling  the  New  Testament  story  of 
Zacchaeus,  Mr.  James  said  Jesus  called 
Zacchaeus  down  from  the  tree  “for  some 
fellowship  together.  He  didn’t  say,  ‘Let’s 
pray,’  or  ‘Let’s  go  to  the  synagogue 
together.’  Zacchaeus  was  an  outcast 
from  society  but  Jesus  went  to  dinner 
with  him. 

“Our  work  as  Christians  in  the 
community,”  said  the  UM  pastor,  "is  to 
do  enough  good  that  people  will  know 
that  Jesus  is  passing  by.” 

This  article  is  edited  from  one  that 
appeared  in  the  Central  Illinois 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR  by  Bettie 
W.  Story,  editor. 

Tiny  church 
school  sees 
big  success 

LEWISBURG,  Tenn.  —  A  whopping  600 
percent  increase  in  children’s  church 
school  enrollment  is  worth  shouting 
about,  no  matter  how  small  the  actual 
numbers  are.  So  says  the  pastor  of  tiny 
rural  Clay  Hill  United  Methodist  Church 
here  where  enrollment  has  jumped  from 
two  to  15  in  the  past  year. 

Such  growth  has  been  ‘  ‘a  source  of  joy 
and  satisfaction  to  all  our  members,” 
writes  the  Rev.  Marianna  Frost,  pastor 
of  the  Lewisburg  Chapel  Charge  which 
includes  the  Clay  Hill  Church,  in  a  recent 
article  for  the  Tennessee  conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR. 

There  was  no  children’s  church  school 
at  all  at  Clay  Hill  when  Ms.  Frost  was 
appointed  to  the  charge  two  years  ago. 
But  she  claims  little  credit  for  the 
venture,  beyond  recognizing  the  need 
and  finding  the  right  person  to  get  things 
moving:  Frances  Spencer,  whose 
"enthusiasm  and  loving  witness, "she 
says,  are  the  "tangible  reasons  for  this 
small  success.” 

A  year  ago,  she  reports,  Mrs.  Spencer 
pulled  four  pews  together  to  form  a 
square  in  the  one-room  church,  put  a 
table  in  the  center  and  thus  began  church 
school  —  for  the  only  two  children  in  the 
congregation  at  that  time. 

The  children’s  “classroom"  was 
placed  in  the  front  of  the  church 
purposely:  so  parents  and  children  could 
see  one  another  during  church  school. 
The  table  placed  the  teacher  with  the 
children,  not  in  front  of  them  and  talking 
“down." 

Immediately,  Ms.  Frost  says,  the  class 
began  to  grow:  from  two  to  four,  then 
eight,  now  15.  What’s  more,  attendance  is 
“amazingly  regular,”  holding  at  100 
percent  more  often  than  not. 

Obviously,  she  says,  the  children  enjoy 
having  their  own  specific  place;  they  feel 
comfortable  in  it.  They  also  like  the 
treats  Mrs.  Spencer  shares  with  them  at 
the  end  of  the  lesson.  "Bribery?  Maybe. 
But  it  works.1' 

Prayers  work,  too,  Ms.  Frost  believes. 
And  now  there’s  an  added  bonus:  parents 
are  bunging  llieir  children,  then  staying 
to  watch  them  from  their  own  adult 
clas^. 

What  does  it  matter  that  there’s  little 
potential  for  growth  on  a  large  scale?  the 
pastor  concludes.  This  small  success  has 
brought  "deep  satisfaction”  to  one  rural 
church. 


government  wishes  to  expand  its  own 
home  delivered  means  program  to  the 
elderly  and  Meals  on  Wheels  will  be 
solicited  to  join  the  government 
program.” 

He  said  the  legislation,  sponsored  by 
Sen.  Thomas  Eagleton  (D-Mo.),  “would 
provide  federal  money  for  only  part  of 
the  Meals  on  Wheels  operation;  but  the 
entire  operation  would  come  under 
federal  regulations  and  administrative 
directives.” 

Mr.  Gunn  said  the  government 
program  differed  from  the  volunteer 
program  in  that  the  government  serves 
only  the  elderly  while  Meals  on  Wheels 
serves  anyone  who  is  homebound  and 
cannot  prepare  meals.  He  said  also  that 
the  Meals  on  Wheels  charges  for  the 
meals  on  the  basis  of  ability  to  pay  while 
the  government  provides  free  meals. 

“Take  the  government  money,”  Mr. 
Gunn  said,  “and  I  think  Meals  on  Wheels 
is  in  danger  of  losing  these  things  that 
constitute  the  ‘soul’  of  their  program; 
losing  the  symbol  of  being  neighbors  who 
are  concerned  about  their  neighbors.” 

“As  the  Eagleton  bill  is  written,”  he 
said,  “The  issue  of  separation  of  church 
and  state  is  very  much  involved.  If  the 
churches  and  synagogues  want  federal 
agents  in  their  houses  of  worship 
checking  their  books,  then  they  should 
support  the  bill.  If  religious 
organizations  wish  to  maintain  the  wall 
of  separation  between  church  and  state,” 
they  should  oppose  it,  he  said. 


John  Wesley: 

The  power 
of  God's  Spirit 


POWER. 


as  paraphrased  by  Clare  Weakley 


In  every  century  there  are  men 
and  women  who  stand  out  as 
anointedby  God  to  bring  men  a  vit¬ 
ally  fresh  call  to  believe  in  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

John  Wesley  was  such  a  man. 

The  Holy  Spirit  and  Power  is  a 
collected  paraphrase  of  Wesley's 
sermons  on  God's  Spirit  dealing 
with  man.  Including  such  impor¬ 
tant  doctrines  as  conviction,  repen¬ 
tance,  justification,  and  sanctifica¬ 
tion,  Clare  Weakley  gives  us  a 
modern,  easy-to-read  rendering  of 
the  truths  that  Wesley  preached 
and  that  made  him  a  great  missio¬ 
nary  to  both  his  century  and  ours. 

The  Holy  Spirit  and  Power 

by  John  Wesley 

as  paraphrased  by  Clare  Weakley,  Jr. 

P262-6  Trade  Paper  $3.50 


At  Your  Bookstore. 

Please  add  45  handling  and 
postage  if  ordering  by  mail. 
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(UMC  -The 
number  of  persons 
interested  in  using 
the  down,  mime 
and  puppet  art 
forms  in  the 
*  ministry  of  the 

>  jo  church  has 

-<  surprised  planners 

^  of  a  national 

o  workshop  to  be  held 

o  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 

°  ^  August  8  through 

13. 

Individuals  a- 
cross  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in¬ 
volved  in  clown  and  puppet  ministries 
of  United  Methodist  churches  are 
making  plans  to  attend  the  six-day  event. 

“We  have  more  registrations  from 
Louisiana  than  from  any  other  single 
state,”  a  representative  of  this  first 
clown  workshop  recently  reported.  Some 
groups  from  this  state  already  registered 
include  Rev.  Bob  Allen  and  14  others  from 
Aurora  UMC,  New  Orleans,  Sandra 
Latimer  and  16  from  Slidell  and  George 
Duerson  and  eight  from  First  UMC  in 
Denham  Springs. 


Clowns  Cxclai«t? ‘It?s  An  Answer  To  Prayer’ 

Several  evening  performances,  featuring  has  created  many  of  the 


“We  knew  there  were  a  lot  of  local 
church  clown  groups  out  there,’’  Dr. 
Nankervis  said,  “but  we  now  believe 
there  are  as  many  local  church  puppetry 
groups.  These  art  forms  have  such 
potential  in  ministry.  Because  the  people 
who  work  in  these  areas  receive  so  little 
support,  encouragement  and 
recognition,  they  are  telling  us  that  this 
workshop  is  being  seen  as  a  literal 
‘answer  to  prayer*.” 

“We  had  no  idea  there  were  so  many 
people  interested  in  these,”  said  Thomas 
H.  Nankervis,  director  for  the  event. 
“When  we  first  began  to  plan  we  thought 
we  might  have  75  people.  By  mid-July  we 
already  had  119  people  pre-register  and 
now  we  think  we  will  have  at  least  200, 
maybe  250. 

Dr.  Nankervis  is  director  of  United 
Methodist  Communication’s  Office  of 
Communications  Education,  sponsor  for 
the  event.  A  puppeteer  himself,  he  has 
served  the  church  as  an  editor,  media 
producer  and  writer.  He  directed  the  1971 
national  Festival  of  Puppeteers  of 
America. 

The  “Clown,  Mime,*  and  Puppet 
Ministry”  workshop  will  be  held  at 
Vanderbilt  University  Divinity  School 
and  West  End  United  Methodist  Church. 


AUG  1  1  1978 

MAG  ALE  LIBRARY 
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The  United  Methodist 


Several  evening  performances,  featuring 
guest  leaders,  will  be  open  to  the 
Nashville  community.  Participants  in 
the  workshop  will  "invade”  the  Nashville 
community  Aug.  13,  the  closing  day, 
appearing  in  churches,  home  for  senior 
citizens  and  other  institutions. 

“Minnie  Pearl,"  a  United  Methodist 
and  one  of  Nashville’s  best-known 
citizens,  will  speak  on  “humor”  at  a 
luncheon  meeting. 

According  to  Dr.  Nankervis,  the 
workshop  is  attracting  persons  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  as  well  as  a 

large  number  of  Protestant  groups. 

Leaders  for  the  event  will  include  Bill 
Peckham,  founder  of  the  "Holy  Fools’’ 
clown  ministry  which  has  more  than  500 
local  chapters  in  a  dozen  denominations; 
Floyd  Shaffer,  founder  of  “Faith  and 
Fantasy,”  an  organization  devoted  to 
clown  ministry;  and  E.  Reid  Gilbert,  a 
Wisconsinite  who  has  a  Ph.D.  in  Asian 
theatre  and  directs  “International 
Mimes  and  Pantomimists.’ 

Other  leaders  will  include  Shirley 
Roman,  an  award-winning  graphic  artist 
who  is  co-founder  and  director  of  the 
Yueh  Lung  Shadow  Theatre  in  New  York 
City;  Jim  Gamble,  an  airline  pilot  by 
vocation  but  a  string  puppet  expert  who 


has  created  many  of  the  character 
puppets  for  Disneyland;  Margie  Brown, 
student  at  United  Theological  Seminary 
in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  a  professional  clown 
and  clown  trainer;  Ken  Feit,  nationally 
known  consultant  and  performer  in  the 
fields  of  mime  and  clown  ministry. 

Bob  Johnston,  a  Nashvillian  who  has 
organized  local  church  mime  troupes 
and  has  performed  in  public  schools  and 
"Six  Flags  Over  Georgia”  will  serve  on 
the  staff  along  with  California 
puppeteers  Betsy  Brown  and  Bill  Sousa. 

Families,  including  children  are  being 
encouraged  to  attend  the  workshop. 
Sessions  will  be  held  on  such  practical 
subjects  as  make-up,  hand  puppet 
construction,  magic  and  balloon 
sculpture  as  well  as  theology,  worship 
and  organizing  local  church  performing 
groups. 

A  television  program  featuring  the 
workshop  will  be  aired  by  ABC-TV  on  the 
"Directions”  series  on  Sept.  10.  (Check 
local  newspaper  listings  for  exact  time. ) 

For  more  information,  write  Dr. 
Nankervis  at  1525  McGavock  Street, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  37203 
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Planning  Your  Mission  Study  Program 

'  .  _  „„„  ✓.ill  anH  thp  npw  rnvfinant. 


Ken  Graham,  U.S.  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  Jane  Baker 
identifying  plants  along  the  Nolley  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
Nature  Trail. 

Members  Looking 
Beyond  The  First  Tree 


By  GINNY  RICHARDSON 
Council  on  Ministries 
Resource  Librarian 
While  planning  your  church’s  mission 
study  program  for  this  year,  don’t  forget 
the  Conference  Resource  Library  at  the 
Council  on  Ministries  office  in 
Shreveport  has  ordered  resource 
materials  to  help  you. 

Since  there  is  a  limited  number  of  each 
item,  it  is  essential  that  you  call  or  write 
and  reserve  the  material  you  want  to 
borrow.  Write  Ginny  Richardson  at 
Council  on  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  4325, 


Shreveport,  71104,  or  call  at  (318) 

5362. 

The  1978  Mission  Study  topics  include  a 
Bible  study  of  Revelations,  a  look  at 
“Covenant  Living  in  Times  of  Change” 
and  a  study  of  contemporary  China. 

The  following  materials  are  available 
at  the  library  for  your  use  to  correspond 
with  these  study  topics : 

Bible  Study  of  Revelation 

•  “Vision  at  Patmos:  A  Study  of  the 
Book  of  Revelation”  —  This  spiritual 
growth  study  book  focuses  on  aspects  of 
the  Book  of  Revelation  that  are  crucial  to 


Christian  living.  The  authors  call 
Revelation  a  book  of  hope  —  Christian 
hope  in  the  face  of  evil  and  suffering. 

•  “Book  of  Revelation  Slide  Set,”  — 
20  slides  of  religious  art  relating  to 
the  Book  of  Revelation. 

Covenant  Living  in  Times  of 
Change 

•  “The  Liberating  Bond:  Covenants  — 
Bible  and  Contemporary”  —  In  this  book, 
Author  Roth  has  traced  the  covenant 
concept  through  Scripture  from  the 
Kingdom  of  Judah  and  the  book  of  the 
covenant  to  the  early  Christian  church 


By  GENE  WARREN 

Members  of  the  Nolley  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  at  Jena  surely  know 
how  to  make  use  of  a  five-acre  tract  of 
timberland  at  the  back  of  their  church 
building. 

The  land,  owned  by  the  church,  is  being 
developed  for  a  nature  study  area  and 
will  be  an  extension  of  the  sanctuary. 

“What  it  all  amounts  to,”  said  Pastor 
James  Adams,”  is  using  God’s  creation 
in  order  to  worship  Him  more  fully  and  to 
learn  to  appreciate  His  creation  ...  the 
beautiful  world.” 

The  project  started  several  months  ago 
when  Jane  Baker,  a  member  of  the 
church,  was  asked  to  chair  a  committee 
to  study  the  project.  She  called  on  other 
members  of  the  church  and  on 
professionals  for  help. 

Two  men  who  came  to  her  aid  were 
Kenneth  Graham,  a  conservationist  with 
the  United  States  Department  of 


Agriculture  Soil  Conservation  Service, 
and  Buddy  Eikert,  a  forester  with  the 
International  Paper  Co.  They  joined  with 
the  church  committee  and  mapped  a 
conservation  trail,  identified  plants  and 
trees  and  selected  spots  in  the  timbered 
area  that  will  be  used  by  groups  in  the 
church  for  Bible  study  and  other  church 
activities. 

"We  hope  that  both  youth  and  adult 
groups  will  use  the  area,”  Miss  Baker 
recently  said. 

“And  from  the  look  of  things,  interest 
is  high,”  she  added.  “All  these  years  we 
had  the  property  out  back,  but  few 
members  knew  what  was  beyond  the 
first  tree.  Now,  we  will  be  able  to  see  God 
in  all  His  glory  and  to  worship  Him 
among  His  creations.” 

(Gene  -Warren  is  public  information 
officer' for  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
in  Alexandria.  La.) 


Sample  Copies  Of  Books 
To  Arrive  At  Council  Office 


By  REV.  RAY  BRANTON 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
Director 

Sample  copies  of  new  books  printed  by 
Abingdon  Press  will  be  furnished  to  the 
Council  on  Ministries  office  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  so  interested 
persons  can  inspect  books  they  may  wish 
to  purchase. 

Thomas  E.  Carpenter,  vice  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  made  this  announcement  last 
week  to  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  Council 
Director. 

The  decision  culminates  several 
months  of  discussion  between  the  COM 
office  and  the  publishing  house,  Rev. 
Branton  said. 


This  arrangement  marks  the  first  time 
the  publishing  house  has  entered  into 
such  an  agreement  with  a  conference 
office.  In  his  letter  informing  Rev. 
Branton  of  the  decision,  Carpenter 
indicated  the  arrangement  would  be 
subject  to  periodic  evaluation  as  to  its 
effectiveness. 

Since  there  is  no  Cokesbury  Book  Store 
in  Louisiana,  this  plan  provides  the  first 
opportunity  Louisiana  United  Methodists 
have  had  to  browse  among  publishing 
house  books  without  leaving  our  state, 
except  for  Cokesbury  displays  at  Annual 
Conference  and  Pastors’  School. 

Books  will  be  on  regular  display  in  the 
Conference  Resource  Center.  Staff 
members  will  also  bring  books  to  district 
and  local  church  training  events. 
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Lab  School 
To  Be  Sept.  8-10 

A  weekend  laboratory  school  is  set  for 
September  8-10  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

Pre-registration  is  due  by  August  15. 

This  Jurisdictionally  approved  event  is 
offered  for  church  school  teachers  across 
the  Ark-La-Tex  Region.  It  is  a  joint  effort 
by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  the 
Shrevepoft  District,  and  the  Broadmoor 
UMC. 


and  the  new  covenant. 

•  "Promises  to  Keep:  A  Workbook  of 
Experiences  for  Covenant  Living”  —  To 
supplement  the  basic  book,  this 
workbook  introduces  role-playing, 
simulation  games,  small  group 
discussion  and  other  activities.  (On 
order,  to  arrive  soon. ) 

•  “Covenant  Living  Slides  Set  1”  —  A 
look  at  our  lifestyles  and  our  relationship 
to  the  earth  as  covenant,  and  at  the 
church  as  a  covenant  community. 

Contemporary  China 

•  “China:  Search  for  Community”  — 
This  book  invites  North  American 
Christians  to  look  at  the  social 
implications  of  the  China  experience  in 
today’s  interdependent  world.  The  book 
points  out  that  human  needs  for  food, 
shelter,  clothing,  medical  care  and 
employment  are  met. 

•  “Searching  for  the  Real  China”  — 
The  author  offers  youth/adult  groups  a 
variety  of  group  procedures  for 
approaching  the  China  study. 

•  “China  Takes  Three”  —  This 
filmstrip  takes  a  look  at  China  through 
the  eyes  of  Americans  who  have  visited 
there  recently.  The  speakers  try  to 
understand  what  contemporary  China 
has  to  say  to  Christians. 

•  “Once  Upon  A  Horse”  —  A  60  frame 
filmstrip  created  for  children  as  well  as 
adults  with  original  art  work.  Tells 
stories  of  old  and  new  China. 

Coming  Soon 

•  Also  available  —  a  filmstrip  that 
brings  together  the  resources  relating  to 
both  study  themes  and  the  Bible  study. 
Can  be  used  either  as  a  preview  of 
available  resources,  or  as  a  resource 
itself.  Called  “Overview  ’78.”  (Expected 
to  be  delivered  in  the  next  two  weeks) . 


r-  Around  The  Conference - 

Churches  Cooperating  To 


Workday  For  Art 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Several  congre¬ 
gations  of  various  denominations  are 
working  together  to  present  programs 
in  the  visual  arts,  drama  and  music  to 
the  community  this  month. 

The  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
has  given  the  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches  a  $15,000  matching  funds 
grant  to  help  the  artists  in  the 
community  reach  new  audiences  by 
utilizing  the  facilities  of  the  various 
churches. 

Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  is 
one  of  the  nine  churches  participating. 

Some  of  the  classes  to  be  offered 
include  beginning  weaving,  ceramic 
tile  painting,  theatre  forms,  handmade 
paper,  needlepoint,  furniture  design 
and  photography. 

For  further  information,  write  N.O. 
Federation  of  Churches,  332  Carondelet, 
New  Orleans,  La.  70130. 


Minister  Training 


Theresa  McConnell  Miller 


(center) 

BOGALUSA  —  Rev.  Theresa 
McConnell-Miller,  a  minister  in 
training  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
was  recently  welcomed  to  the 
congregation  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  for 
a  seven-month  internship. 

Rev.  Theresa  McConnell-Miller,  is  a 
graduate  of  Centenary  College.  Her 
husband,  Rev.  Larry  Miller,  is  also 
serving  in  the  state  as  a  minister  in 


training  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 


Painting  In  Mexico 

MONROE  —  A  group  of  youth  and 
adult  leaders  from  the  Monroe  area 
recently  traveled  to  Mexico  to  repair 
and  paint  a  church.  Two  youths  from 
the  group,  Tom  Kitchens  and  Doug 
Saegers,  gave  a  talk  on  the  trip  at  a 
recent  Columbia  United  Methodist 
Church  service. 


Catalogs  Arriving 

NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  -  Local  churches 
which  want  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  new 
edition  of  “Partnership  in  Missions,” 
the  catalog  of  all  approved  General 
Advance  specials  for  ’79-’80,  must  order 
them  from  Rev.  Joe  Walker,  Room 
1316,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10027. 

The  district  superintendents  and 
district  mission  secretaries  will  be 


Provide  Art  Experiences 


receiving  a  free  catalog  in  September. 
“It  is  hoped  that  each  of  these  two 
district  leaders  will  let  every  local 
church  know  that  they  have  these 
catalogs  and  that  they  will  be  glad  to 
share  them  with  the  churches  as 
congregations  make  their  mission 
plans  for  1979,”  said  Rev.  Walker. 


Lab  School  Or  Bust 


SAN  ANTONIO,  Tex.  —  Members  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  are  heading 
for  the  Laboratory  School  Seminar 
Training  Enterprise  to  be  held  here 
Saturday,  Aug.  5,  through  Friday,  Aug. 
11. 


The  event  is  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries  and 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  Conference. 

It  will  be  held  at  Alamo  Heights  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  5101  Broadway 
St.,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


Special  Family 


SHREVEPORT  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carver  DeLoach  were 
recently  named  the  “ 1978  Family  of  the  Year”  at  North 
Highlands  United  Methodist  Church.  They  were  selected 
because  of  their  participation  in  all  areas  of  Christian  life  and 
because  of  their  qualities  which  exemplify  Christian  ideals, 
according  to  Rev.  Bob  Galatas,  pastor. 
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your  favorite 
Bible  verse 


Do  you  have  a  favorite  Bible  verse? 

If  you  do,  TM/UMR  wants  to  know 
what  it  is  and  wants  to  hear  your  story 
about  the  specific  incident  in  your  life 
which  made  this  verse  so  meaningful. 

Tell  us  your  story  in  an  essay  of  no 
more  than  250  words.  For  each  story  we 
select  to  be  printed  in  coming  issues  of 
TM/UMR,  we  will  contribute  $10  in  the 
writer’s  name  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  “missional  priority”  on  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church. 
Guidelines 

1.  There  are  no  limitations  on  the 
subject  matter  of  your  story  except  that 
it  must  relate  to  a  specific  Bible  verse 
and  offer  a  concrete  example  of  how  the 
verse  has  been  meaningful. 

2.  Essays  must  be  based  on  an  actual 
personal  happening,  and  no  more  than 
250  words. 

3.  If  possible,  the  essays  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced,  but  they  will  be 
accepted  in  long  hand. 

4.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no  later 
than  August  11, 1978. 

5.  Each  entry  should  include  the 
writer’s  name,  address,  and  the  name  of 
the  writer’s  local  church.  Entries  cannot 
be  returned. 

Send  entries  to:  TM/UMR  Reader 
Essays,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 


‘Give  democracy  a  chance  in  my  country’ 


By  ABEL  MUZOREWA 
This  special  message  to  the  United 
Methodists  of  the  United  States  has  been 
prompted  by  the  apparent,  if 
understandable,  lack  of  appreciation  of 
the  fundamental  issues  involved  in  the 
latest  development  in  Rhodesia/ 
Zimbabwe.  One  manifestation  of  this  is 
reflected  in  the  decision  several  weeks 
ago  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  reject  acceptance  of  the 
Constitutional  Agreement  signed  in 
Salisbury  on  March  3,  1978  (see 

TM/UMR,  April  14  and  April  21).  I 
therefore  feel  obligated  to  my  dearest 
sisters  in  Christ  and  to  the  whole  of  our 
Church  to  clarify  the  issues  involved, 
propagate  the  truth  and  demolish  the 
untruths  and  misconceptions  which  seem 
current. 


A  life  and  death  situation 

The  number  one  thing  I  earnestly  urge 
is  the  realization  that  we  are  dealing  in 
Zimbabwe  with  matters  of  life  and  death 
and  a  situation  which  could  precipitate 
more  bloodshed.  We  are  contending  with 
evil  forces  which  threaten  the  very 
existence  of  Christianity  and  democracy 
in  Southern  Africa.  It  becomes  so  very 
vital  for  every  commentator, 
particularly  a  Christian  and  democratic 
commentator,  to  avoid  the  political 


My  Witness 


God’s  providence  affirmed 
even  in  the  face  of  tragedy 


Editor's  Note.  Following  are  excerpts 
from  a  sermonic  witness  by  the  Rev. 
Milton  Vogel  soon  after  three  members 
of  his  family  were  killed  by  a  freak 
tornado  which  struck  the  Whippoorwill 
Showboat  on  Lake  Pomona  in  Eastern 
Kansas  (see  TM/UMR,  July  14).  Mr. 
Vogel's  wife,  daughter  and  grand¬ 
daughter  were  among  15  persons  who 
lost  their  lives  in  the  tragedy. 


Scripture  references:  II  Corinthians 
4:7-12,  James  1: 12,13 


Some  of  the  common  questions  we  hear 
from  the  sick,  the  troubled,  the  unhappy, 
the  bereaved  and  others  are: 


1.  If  God  is  good,  why  didn’t  He  protect 
me  from  this  accident? 

2.  Why  does  God  make  me  suffer  like 
this? 

3.  If  God  wants  me  to  die  why  doesn’t 
He  just  take  me  and  not  let  me  lie  here  in 
pain  and  suffering? 

4.  If  God  cares  why  did  He  let  so-and-so 
die? 

5.  Why  did  this  have  to  happen  to  me? 


These  kinds  of  questions  can  be 
multiplied.  It  is  strange  that  when  things 
go  well  we  accept  them  and  often  give 
very  little  attention  to  the  providence  of 
God.  But  when  things  go  wrong  or  things 
happen  we  do  not  like  to  face,  then  we 
begin  to  think  about  the  providence  of 
God.  The  common  way  so  many  people 
try  to  solve  such  critical  experiences  is  to 
sluff  them  off  by  saying,  ‘‘It  must  be 
God’s  will  that  this  should  happen.’’  In 
other  words,  no  matter  what  the  cause  or 
condition,  we  tend  to  make  God  the 
scapegoat.  Commercial  interests  usually 
dub  the  conditions  that  happen  as  ‘‘Acts 
of  God"  when  storms,  tornados, 
earthquakes  and  floods  destroy  life  and 
property. 

It  is  not  just  in  the  presence  of  gigantic 
evil  that  the  providence  of  God  should 
become  a  matter  of  concern.  The  many 
forms  of  human  disturbance  and  tragic 
events  that  provide  the  material  for  the 
rash  of  books  that  offer  pseudo¬ 
happiness,  the  popularity  of  psychiatric 
treatment  and  the  sordidness  of  stories 
on  TV,  are  ample  evidence  of  the  evil  in 
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We  live  in  a  world  where  tragedy 
seems  always  to  be  lurking  around  the 
corner,  and  we  always  hope  and  pray 
that  it  will  not  befall  us.  Yet  we  know  it 
can,  and  when  it  does,  let  it  not  be  said 
that  God  deliberately  caused  it  to  come 
to  us.  But  when  that  does  happen,  rather 
let  us  say,  ‘‘God’s  never-failing,  all- 
powerful  love  is  there  to  suffer  with  us." 

This  is  what  we  should  mean  when  we 
say,  ‘‘God  s  grace  is  sufficient  for  us.” 
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is  also  available  as  a  stickpin  with  a  2- 
inch  pin  back  at  the  same  price.  To 
order;  send  check  or  money  order  to 
El  Gringo  Galleries.  Box  2356,  Taos, 
New  Mexico  87571.  


among  the  masses  now  stood  at  zero  —  a 
grading  from  which  it  has  not  improved 
to  date.  Dr.  Kaunda  hastily  arranged  a 
“Patriotic  Front"  between  Mr.  Nkomo 
and  Mr.  Robert  Mugabe  —  an  impossible 
and  improbable  marriage  whose  only 
rationale  was  a  mutual  thirst  for  power. 

The  unity  of  the  masses  remained 
unscathed.  October  1976  brought  the 
British  and  American  Geneva 
Conference  which  was  effectively 
sabotaged  by  the  so-called  Patriotic 
Front  with  the  apparent  blessing  of  the 
British. 


Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa 


our  world  that  brings  all  kinds  of 
suffering. 

But  how  does  this  relate  to  the  real 
meaning  of  the  providence  of  God? 


First  of  all  it  calls  for  us  to  think  of  the 
providence  of  God  as  more  than  mere 
protection  from  forces  of  evil  that  might 
harm  us.  I  have  heard  many  people  say, 
‘‘I  don’t  know  why  this  happened  to  so- 
and-so  when  he  or  she  was  such  a  good 
person".  The  providence  of  God  really 
means  the  goodness,  the  love,  the 
suffering  that  God  does  for  us  and  with  us 
no  matter  what  happens.  In  a  general 
sense,  then,  it  implies  that  God’s 
goodness  is  basically  manifest  in  His 
never-failing  love.  Herein  is  His  power, 
the  greatest  in  the  creative  order, 
maintaining  and  embracing  the  entire 
world  of  nature,  of  life  and  of  death. 


To  believe  in  divine  providence  does 
not  mean  that  God  initiates  the  things 
that  happen  to  us  but  provides  the 
assurance  that  when  they  happen  and  we 
choose  to  walk  with  Him,  He  cares, 
guides  and  suffers  with  us  when  we  suf¬ 
fer,  and  gives  us  the  strength  to  endure. 


parrot  cries  and  postures  of  groups 
pursuing  their  own  objectives  via  the 
Zimbabwe  situation.  The  somewhat 
hasty  and  premature  decision  of  the 
Women's  Division  was  possibly 
influenced  by  the  stances  of  the  British 
and  American  governments,  the 
Organization  of  African  Unity,  the  so- 
called  Frontline  States  of  Central  Africa, 
but  most  probably  by  the  so-called 
Patriotic  Front.  The  Women’s  Division 
echoes  the  parrot  cry  that  the  March  3 
Agreement  is  unacceptable  because  it 
‘‘excludes  other  parties”  —  an  obvious 
reference  to  the  so-called  Patriotic 
Front.  It  is  my  intention  to  furnish  a 
more  factual  and  more  genuine  basis 
upon  which  to  assess  the  current  events 
in  my  country. 

First,  implicit  in  the  position  of  the 
Women’s  Division  is  an  apparent  lack  of 
appreciation  of  my  party’s  and  of  my 
own  political  attitudes  and  position  in 
relation  to  all  these  other  political 
parties,  and  in  relation  to  the  masses  — 
the  people,  of  Rhodesia/Zimbabwe.  The 
United  African  National  Council 
(UANC),  which  I  am  privileged  to  lead, 
is  the  unity  movement  in  Zimbabwe 
nationalist  politics.  It  is  a  purpose- 
centered  party.  It  is  the  majority  party, 
commanding  an  unchallengeable  90% 
support  of  the  people  of  Zimbabwe.  We 
are,  and  have  always  been,  inclusive  in 
our  relationships  with  other  political 
parties  in  Zimbabwe.  Since  the  day  of  the 
formation  of  the  party,  back  in 
December  1971,  I  have  labored  towards 
and  succeeded  in  uniting  Zimbabweans 
towards  the  singleness  of  purpose  so  vital 
in  a  struggle  such  as  ours. 


Second,  to  believe  in  the  providence  of 
God  necessitates  faith  in  a  personal  God. 
Only  a  personal  God  can  know  and  care 
what  happens  to  us  as  persons.  God  is 
still  creating  and  working  to  bring  good 
in  the  world  in  spite  of  the  evil  that  is 
here. 

When  the  engines  of  an  airplane  fail 
and  the  craft  falls  from  the  sky,  we 
should  not  expect  the  divine  providence 
of  God  to  reverse  Ihe  laws  of  gravity  and 
protect  the  passengers  and  crew  from  a 
fatal  crash.  Jesus  refuted  this  when  he 
was  tempted  by  the  devil  to  jump  down 
from  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple. 
Furthermore,  it  does  not  mean  that  God 
caused  the  crash  as  many  people  think 
when  they  say,  ‘‘It  must  have  been  the 
Will  of  God."  This  makes  God 
inconsistent  with  His  love.  When  we 
learn  to  trust  God  the  Father  in  the 
depths  of  our  misery— physically, 
mentally  and  emotionally— even  as 
Christ  trusted  when  he  accepted  the 
cross,  we  are  reborn  into  a  new  and 
wonderful  relationship  with  the  Father 
and  with  His  world. 

The  central  theme  of  the  Bible  is  God’s 
never-failing  grace.  Jesus  gives  the 
great  assurance  in  the  fourteenth 
chapter  of  John’s  Gospel  when  he  says: 
“I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless;  I  will 
come  to  you.”  One  cannot  help  but 
believe  in  this  kind  of  providence  when 
meaningfully  we  hear  the  voice  of  God 
speaking  through  the  words:  “Peace  I 
leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  to  you, 
not  as  the  world  gives  do  I  give  to  you. 
Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled,  neither 
let  them  be  afraid.”  (John  14:27) 


My  personal  role 

Second,  l  must  dwell  a  bit  more  on  my 
own  personal  role  in  the  struggle  because 
my  party  and  I  are  central  to  the  March  3 
Agreement.  I  was  called  by  the  voice  of 
the  people  to  political  leadership  back  in 
December  1971.  My  first  reaction  was  to 
refuse.  But  after  the  whole  of  three 
weeks  of  heart-searching,  meditation, 
consultation  and  evaluation  of  my  own 
life  and  purpose  in  God’s  world,  I 
accepted  the  challenge  and  the 
precarious  existence  entailed  in 
nationalist  leadership. 

Subsequent  to  that  acceptance,  my 
actions  have  been  in  response  to  the 
direction  of  the  people  and  to  what  I 
believe  is  the  direction  of  God.  I  have 
found  strength  in  the  integrity  imbued  in 
me  by  virtue  of  my  calling.  I  have  found 
courage  in  truthfulness  because  the  truth 
conquers  all.  I  have  set  my  eyes  on  the 
interests  of  my  country  and  people,  re¬ 
fusing  to  bend  to  the  self-centered  inter¬ 
ests  of  individuals  or  any  other  interests. 

From  that  stand,  my  first  task  and 
priority  was  the  creation  of  unity  and 
harmony  among  the  black  people,  then 
divided  into  warring  factions  of  ZAPU 
and  ZANU.  This  unity  and  harmony  was 
achieved  at  the  mass  level  and  this  unity 
and  harmony  is  still  intact. 

My  second  task  was  to  organize  and 
lead  the  nation’s  opposition  to  the  Ian 
Smith/Home  Settlement  Proposals  of 
1971.  When  the  British  government 
dispatched  the  Pearce  Commission  to 
test  the  acceptability  of  those  proposals, 
it  had  no  alternative  but  to  return  a 
resounding  "NO”  verdict 


Era  of  intrigues 

The  third  milestone  was  reached  in 
December  1974  with  the  Zimbabwe  unity 
talks  in  Luska,  Zambia.  The  objective  of 
these  talks  was  to  bring  into  our  national 
unity  those  leaders  and  political  factions 
operating  from  outside  Zimbabwe, 
Unwittingly,  this  exercise  ushered  us 
into  an  era  of  intrigues  of  the  so-called 
Frontline  States  in  Africa.  I  approached 
these  talks  in  a  spirit  of  purpose- 
centeredness  and  I  offered  to  stand  down 
from  leadership,  leaving  those 
Zimbabweans  present  to  choose  any 
person  to  lead  the  nation.  All  the 
Zimbabwe  nationalist  leaders,  on  their 
own  accord,  unanimously  asked  me  to 
lead  the  united  party  in  open  defiance  of 
Dr.  Kaunda,  of  Zambia,  who  had 
presented  a  written  document  proposing 
that  Mr.  Joshua  Nkomo  should  be  the 
leader  with  me  as  his  Vice-President  and 
Rev.  Si  thole  as  Secretary  General  I 
again  accepted  the  challenge  and  forged 
ahead  with  the  task  of  liberating  the 
nation. 

Fourth,  the  all-inclusive  constitutional 
conference  at  Victoria  Falls  Bridge 
under  the  auspices  of  Zambia  and  South 
Africa  came  and  failed  in  August  in 
September  1975,  Dr.  Kaunda  pulled  Mr. 
Nkomo  out  of  our  national  unity  pact  and 
the  latter  immediately  went  into 
bilateral  talks  with  Mr.  Smith  and  he 
failed  to  gain  "one  person  one  vote"  and 
majority  rule  and  the  talks  failed  after 
three  months.  Mr.  Nkomo’s  credibility 


British,  U.S.  have  dubious  role 
Fifth,  the  British  and  Americans 
continued  with  their  dubious  role.  Seeing 
that  the  so-called  Patriotic  Front,  which 
had  been  fathered  by  Dr.  Kenneth 
Kaunda,  had  been  officially  adopted 
by  the  Soviet  Union,  they  began  the 
incredible  effort  to  woo  the  Patriotic 
Front  from  the  communist  yoke  —  this  at 
the  expense  of  democratic  and  genuine 
Zimbabwe  interests.  I  believe  they  are 
still  engaged  in  this  futile  task. 

Towards  the  end  of  1977,  the  British 
and  Americans  abandoned  the 
superficial  myth  that  they  wanted  all 
parties  to  be  involved  in  the  settlement  of 
the  problems  of  Zimbabwe.  They  invited 
the  so-called  Patriotic  Front  to  the 
remote  island  of  Malta.  They  invited  Mr. 
Smith  to  Malta.  They  did  not  invite  the 
UANC  and  me  and  they  did  not  invite 
Rev.  Sithole  and  his  organization.  They 
excluded  us  with  deliberate  biased  and 
malicious  intent.  As  it  happened,  Mr. 
Smith  refused  to  go,  seeing  the  Malta 
Conference  as  the  fraud  that  it  was.  It 
certainly  produced  no  positive  results  in 
relation  to  Zimbabwe’s  struggle  for  the 
transfer  of  power  from  the  white 
minority  to  the  black  majority. 
Meanwhile  the  UANC  and  I  continued 
with  the  real  struggle. 

An  attempt  to  be  inclusive 

Sixth,  in  November  1977,  we  in 
Zimbabwe  summoned  a  real  all-party 
conference  to  be  held  in  Salisbury,  In 
keeping  with  my  principle  of  total 
national  unity,  I  insisted  that  the  leaders 
of  the  so-called  Patriotic  Front  be  invited 
with  no  pre-conditions.  But  Mr.  Nkomo 
and  Mr.  Mugabe  chose  to  turn  down  the 
invitation  in  much  the  same  way  as  they 
had  already  refused  to  remain  united 
with  the  masses.  It  must  be  made  clear 
that  the  invitation  was  made  and 
received  and  voluntarily  rejected.  It 
therefore  becomes  either  misguided,  or 
politically  jaundiced,  or  a  manifestation 
of  ignorance  of  the  facts  to  argue  now 
that  the  March  3  Agreement  excluded 
other  leaders.  It  was  these  leaders  who 
excluded  themselves  from  the 
negotiations,  the  Agreement,  and  the 
resultant  Transitional  Government. 
Indeed,  to  this  day,  there  are  two  empty 
seats  waiting  vacant  in  the  Executive 
Council.  Earlier  in  1977,  these  two 
leaders  had  been  begging  for  a  meeting 
with  Mr.  Smith  at  Malta  or  anywhere.  In 
1975,  Mr.  Nkomo  had  held  talks  with  Mr. 
Smith  in  Salisbury  for  three  months.  It 
seems  to  me  revealing  and  damning  that 
they  should  in  November  1977  refuse  to 
talk  to  Mr.  Smith  in  conjunction  with  us. 
The  reason,  to  me,  is  that  they  are 
looking  for  short-cuts  which  would  by¬ 
pass  the  ballot  box  because  they  have 
placed  themselves  in  direct  competition 
and  confrontation  with  the  democratic 
interests  of  the  masses  of  Zimbabweans. 


Constitutional  crisis  solved 

In  November  1977,  I  went  ahead  with 
my  objective  and  entered  into  talks  with 
Mr.  Smith  and  on  March  3,  1978,  we 
concluded  an  agreement.  After  87  years 
of  failure,  we  reached  success.  We  solved 
the  constitutional  crisis  which  had 
bedevilled  our  country  for  87  years  —  an 
87  years  of  oppression  and  suppression 


Editorial 

An  extraordinary  message  from 


an  extraordinary  church  leader 


A  majorportion  of  this  week's  editorial 
page  is  occupied  by  a  statement  from 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  which  was 
released  last  week  exclusively  to 
TM/UMR  and  addressed  to  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  currently  wears 
three  hats.  He  is  the  United  Methodist 
Bishop  of  Rhodesia.  He  is  head  of  the 
United  African  National  Council,  a 
political  party  in  Rhodesia.  And  he  is  one 
of  four  members  of  the  ruling  Executive 
Council  of  the  Transitional  Government 
of  Rhodesia,  which  was  established 
under  the  provisions  of  an  agreement 
signed  March  3, 1978  in  Salisbury. 

Bishop  Muzorewa’s  statement  is,  in 
part,  a  response  to  criticisms  of  this 
March  3  agreement  which  were  leveled 
by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
earlier  this  year  (see  TM/  UMR,  April  14 
and  April  21).  It  is,  in  part,  a  report  on  his 
role  in  the  struggle  for  majority  role  in 
Rhodesia  to  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  this  country.  It  is,  in 
part,  a  plea  for  support  of  the  March  3 
"Internal  Settlement”  in  light  of  what  he 
considers  to  be  the  other,  less  desirable 
alternatives. 

Space  limitations  preclude  articles  of 
this  length  being  published  in  TM/UMR 
except  under  extraordinary 
circumstances.  Bishop  Muzorewa  is  an 
extraordinary  person  who  has  shown 
extraordinary  courage  in  the  face  of 


and  repression.  It  was  a  crisis  which 
generated  a  vicious  war  which  will  take  a 
bit  longer  to  stop  but  regarding  which,  I 
am  confident,  a  sufficient  de-escalation 
will  be  achieved  to  allow  the  holding  of 
free  and  fair  elections  before  the  end  of 
this  year. 

Women  misled  by  “expert” 
That  is  the  reality  of  our  situation. 
Infused  into  this  situation  are  intrigues, 
and  I  discern  intrigues  behind  the 
decision  of  our  Women’s  Division.  I  am, 
for  instance,  aware  that  the  UMC 
Women’s  Division  was  influenced  by  a 
certain  staff  member  into  taking  what  I 
consider  an  unfortunate  and  misguided 
position.  What  my  sisters  in  Christ  did 
not  know  was  that  this  child  of  God  is  an 
ill-informed  and  fanatical  supporter  of 
the  so-called  Patriotic  Front  and,  in 
particular,  Mr.  Joshua  Nkomo.  So  is  her 
husband.  When  this  woman  came  to 
Zimbabwe,  she  came  with  preconceived 
ideas.  She  looked  at  our  situation  through 
the  clouded  spectacles  of  the  "expert  on 
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe  affairs”.  She  posed 
as  a  greater  expert  on  Zimbabwe  than 
those  of  us  who  are  involved  in 
experiencing  the  struggles  of  real  life.  I 
believe  in  the  freedom  of  expression.  I 
believe  in  the  freedom  of  choice.  If  my 
sisters  voted  for  the  so-called  Patriotic 
Front  out  of  conviction,  born  of 
understanding,  then  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  enlighten  you  what  this  so-called 
Patriotic  Front  is  all  about. 


Patriotic  front  fears  democracy 

The  inherent  fear  of  democracy  on  the 
part  of  the  so-called  Patriotic  Front,  a 
fear  pushed  and  cultivated  by  the  Front’s 
communist  masters,  has  been 
rationalized  and  couched  in  pseudo- 
altruistic  terms.  The  lie  has  been  spread 
around  that  the  so-called  Patriotic  Front 
did  not  wish  to  talk  to  Mr.  Smith  because 
he  heads  an  illegal  regime.  I  have 
already  disproved  that  claim. 

Seventh,  I  have  conclusively 
demonstrated  that  these  "other  parties” 
refused,  on  their  own  volition,  to  join  the 
Salisbury  talks.  The  refusal  was  only 
part  of  their  strategy.  They  are  now 
dancing  to  the  tune  of  their  Marxist 
masters.  On  May  19,  1978,  Mr.  Nkomo 
enunciated  his  new  philosophy  when  he 
declared,  "There  shall  be  no  elections  in 
Zimbabwe  because  we  are  going  to 
disrupt  the  elections  and  I  can  assure  you 
of  this  because  we  are  at  war."  No 
democratic  elections,  a  culture  of 
violence  and  bloodshed,  chaos — that  is 
the  recipe  for  a  communist  takeover.  Mr. 
Mugabe  has  also  made  known  his 
intentions.  He  wants  a  "Marxist,  one 
party  state”  in  Zimbabwe.  That  is  his 
intention  for  Zimbabwe  but  we  will  have 
none  of  it.  We  do  not  want  it.  The  people 
of  Zimbabwe  do  not  want  it.  I  know  what 
the  people  want.  They  want  peace.  They 
want  stability.  They  want  prosperity  and 
progress,  and  they  want  democracy.  Tell 
me  only  one  country  in  the  whole  of 
Africa  that  chose  Marxism  which  has 
peace  and  economic  prosperity  today. 

We  cannot  sit  and  wait  for  these 
brothers  to  dictate  the  nature  of  future 
Zimbabwe  society  irrespective  of  the 
wishes  of  the  majority.  We  cannot  afford 
the  luxury  of  watching  them  dither  and 
quibble  while  the  people  die  and  suffer 
and  starve.  I  did  not  accept  the  challenge 
of  national  leadership  to  pander  to  the 
whims  and  evasive  tactics  of  individuals 
who  wish  to  find  ways  and  means  of 
achieving  personal  power. 


extraordinarily  difficult  circumstances. 
Normally  it  would  be  unwise  for  a  bishop 
of  the  church  to  take  on  the  additional 
responsibilities  of  sharing  a  country’s 
political  leadership.  However,  Bishop 
Muzorewa’s  relationship  to  the  church 
and  to  the  Christian  gospel  have  made 
him  a  uniquely  credible  catalyst  in  the 
struggle  to  establish  a  democratic, 
majority  rule  government  through  non¬ 
violent  means  in  Rhodesia.  The  type  of 
political  role  Bishop  Muzorewa  has 
assumed  also  makes  him  a  uniquely 
positive  credit  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  His  taking  the  time  to  draft  this 
message  to  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  bears  witness  to  his 
continuing  relationship  with  and  concern 
for  the  church. 

We  believe  our  church’s  historic  ties 
with  the  church  in  Rhodesia,  our 
church’s  interest  in  the  peaceful  transfer 
of  power  from  minority  rule  to  majority 
rule  in  southern  Africa,  and  our  church’s 
particular  interest  in  one  of  its  bishops’ 
emerging  role  in  the  government  of 
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe,  combine  to  make 
Bishop  Muzorewa’s  statement  of  interest 
to  many  of  our  readers. 

We  join  with  all  who  value  human 
freedom  and  self-government  in  the  hope 
that  the  transitional  government  of 
which  Bishop  Muzorewa  is  a  part  will 
lead  to  a  new,  majority  rule  government 
in  Rhodesia/Zimbabwe  by  the  end  of  this 
year. 


Black  minority  rule  not  desired 

I  want  to  be  certain  that  our  Women’s 
Division  and  every  single  reader  knows 
that  this  Patriotic  Front  is  nothing  more, 
and  nothing  less,  than  a  Trojan  horse 
specially  designed  to  bring  the 
unwelcome  spectre  of  Marxism  into 
Zimbabwe.  The  Patriotic  Front, 
desperate  as  it  was  for  some  sort  of  base, 
has  fallen  victim  to  the  machinations  and 
the  ambitions  of  the  East  to  establish  a 
foothold  in  Southern  Africa.  This  so- 
called  Patriotic  Front  is  now  nothing 
more  and  nothing  less  than  a  puppet,  an 
instrument  of  imperialist  communism. 
Supporters  of  the  Patriotic  Front’s 
concepts  are,  willy  nilly,  the  supporters 
of  black  minority  rule,  of  totalitarianism, 
of  anti-Christian  forces  and  of  Marxism. 
Supporters  of  the  Patriotic  Front  are 
opponents  of  democracy.  They  support  a 
Marxist  one  party  state  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  United  Methodist  women  who 
voted  for  the  resolution  against  the 
March  3  Agreement,  claiming  its 
exclusion  of  “other  parties,”  in  effect, 
are  supporting  the  so-called  Patriotic 
Front.  It  was  Dr.  Kaunda 's  support  for 
Mr.  Nkomo  which  led  to  the  espousal  of 
the  Patriotic  Front  by  the  Frontline 
States.  It  was  the  support  by  the 
Frontline  States  which  led  to  the 
espousal  of  the  Patriotic  Front  by  the 
Organization  of  African  Unity.  The  same 
pattern  was  transmitted  to  the  United 
Nations.  Support  for  the  so-called 
Patriotic  Front  may  look  like  support  on 
principle  but  on  a  closer,  honest, 
examination,  it  is  nothing  more  than  an 
emotive  decision  which  has  now  involved 
Andrew  Young,  the  U.S.  State 
Department  and  the  women  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  blindly  bundled 
together,  unwittingly  or  wittingly, 
supporting  communism  and  opposing 
democracy  in  Rhodesia/Zimbabwe. 

I  have  taken  pains  to  clarify  things.  I 
now  propose  that  there  be  a  re¬ 
examination  of  the  decision  instigated  by 
a  woman  who  has  committed  herself  to 
the  Patriotic  Front,  and  in  particular  Mr. 
Nkomo.  I  am  now  in  a  position  to  explain 
why  this  decision  should  be  reexamined 
and,  when  convinced  by  the  truth,  to  even 
be  reversed. 


Freedom  will  come  in  1978! 

Zimbabwe  will  be  free  on  December  31, 
1978,  come  rain  or  hail  or  sunshine.  For 
87  years  the  people  of  Zimbabwe  suffered 
war  and  bloodshed  and  humiliation.  They 
suffered  dire  reprisals  in  return  for  their 
struggle  for  the  transfer  of  power  from 


the  minority  to  the  majority.  On  March  3, 
1978,  Mr.  Smith  at  long  last  surrendered 
to  the  people’s  demand  that  power  be 
transferred  from  the  minority  to  the 
majority  on  the  basis  of  "one  person  one 
vote.”  No  one  in  the  world  has  the  moral, 
the  legal  and  the  constitutional  right  to 
argue  against  the  validity  of  the  March  3 
Agreement.  In  any  event,  the  March  3 
Agreement  can  well  stand  on  its  own 
merits. 

If  the  March  3  Agreement  is  to  be 
compared  with  other  transitional 
arrangements  throughout  the  Third 
World,  it  emerges  as  a  superior 
machinery  for  the  transfer  of  power  and 
for  the  establishment  of  a  stable, 
prosperous  and  democratic  state. 
Scrutiny  of  the  transitional 
arrangements  for  Tanzania  back  in 
1958,  for  example,  reveals  a  machinery 
which  fell  far  short  of  black  expectations. 
They  had  no  less  than  three  separate 
voter’s  rolls.  They  had  parity  of 
representation  for  grossly  disproportion¬ 
ate  population  numbers:  10  whites 
represented  71,000  whites,  10  blacks 
represented  over  8  million  blacks,  and  10 
Asians  represented  a  small  number  of 
Asians.  They  were  allowed  by  world 
opinion  to  proceed  to  full  independence. 
Samora  Machel  of  Mozambique  did  not 
call  "other  parties”  to  a  conference.  He 
locked  them  up  in  detention  camps.  They 
are  still  in  detention  camps,  three  years 
after  independence.  We  don’t  intend  to 
lock  up  anybody.  Instead  we  have  empty 
chairs  waiting  for  them  in  the 
Transitional  Government.  The  world 
accepts  Mozambican  independence.  But 
curiously,  an  element  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  refuses  to  accept  the  March 
3  Agreement  for  independence  in 
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe. 


A  superior  agreement 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States  passed  a  resolution  against 
the  March  3  Agreement  on  the  grounds 
that  the  Agreement  was  “inadequate,” 
and  if,  as  is  apparent,  faith  is  now  placed 
in  Mr.  Joshua  Nkomo,  it  needs  reminding 
that  Mr.  Nkomo  in  1975  conceded  no  less 
36  seats  for  whites  in  Parliament  besides 
accepting  a  qualified  franchise  based  on 
wealth  and  education,  while  ours  will 
enfranchise  every  person  18  years  of  age 
and  over. 

If  the  feeling  is  that  Mr.  Smith  is  not 
sincere,  the  question  arises  as  to  when  an 
enemy  will  ever  be  considered 
adequately  contrite.  Mr.  Smith,  prior  to 
November  1977,  had  never  —  and  I  mean 
never  —  agreed  to  “one  person  one 
vote.”  Indeed,  all  attempts  to  solve  the 
Zimbabwe  problem  floundered  on  the 
non-acceptance  of  universal  adult 
suffrage.  We,  for  the  first  time  in 
Zimbabwean  history,  established 
universal  suffrage  with  him. 

If  the  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Division  chose  to  take  sides  with  Dr. 
Kaunda  and  company,  then  I  say  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  America  has 
identified  itself  with  injustice.  Dr. 
Kaunda ’s  motives  are  unacceptable  and 
dismally  discredited  in  Zimbabwe.  We 
don’t  want  anyone  trying  to  impose  any 
leader  on  our  country,  and  Dr.  Kaunda  is 
now  trying  to  impose  Mr.  Nkomo  with  the 
help  of  the  Cubans. 

If  the  United  Methodist  Women  voted 
for  this  resolution  because  of  lack  of 
understanding  of  the  Zimbabwean 
situation,  and  if  the  erroneous 
understanding  was  that  "other  parties" 
were  excluded,  then  all  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States  should 
now  know  better. 

Finally,  I  want  to  appeal  for  a  struggle 
for  democracy  in  Zimbabwe.  This  is  a 
struggle  for  all  Christians.  The  masses  of 
Zimbabwe  have  mandated  or  twisted  my 
arm  to  lead  them  to  a  democratic,  God¬ 
fearing,  and  non-racial  Zimbabwe.  They 
want,  like  Americans,  to  say:  “In  God 
We  Trust.”  If  the  March  3  Agreement  is 
not  given  a  chance  then  I  say  that 
democracy  will  not  be  given  a 
chance  in  Southern  Africa. 


AUGUST  I.  I!»7K 
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Lost  50  years,  children’s  friendship  dollfound 


By  LORETTA  FULTON 

ALBANY,  Tex.  -  In  1926  the 
children  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  here  saved  enough  money  to 
send  a  little  friend  to  Japan  on  a 
goodwill  trip. 

The  cost  wasn't  all  that  much, 
however.  Only  $2.50  was  needed  for  a 
passport,  rail  and  steamship  tickets. 
The  children’s  mothers  made  the 
friend  enough  clothes  to  keep  her  well 
dressed  on  her  trip. 

After  some  delay  the  friend, 
Dorothy  Bell  Albany,  arrived  at  the 
Port  of  Yokohama  in  1928.  She 
accomplished  her  goodwill  mission 
but  wasn’t  heard  from  again  until 
March  1978. 

It  wasn’t  that  Dorothy  Bell  was 
ungrateful  for  what  her  friends  had 
done.  It  was  just  that  she  was  lost  for 
50  years  and  wasn’t  discovered  until 
this  year. 

Dorothy  Bell  was  one  of  13,000  dolls 
sent  to  Japan  by  the  World  Friendship 
Among  Children  organization.  She 
was  sponsored  by  the  Junior 
Missionary  Society  of  the  First 


Methodist  Church  here. 

In  May  the  Albany  News  received  a 
letter  from  a  newspaper  reporter  in 
Aomori  City,  Japan,  stating  that 
Dorothy  Bell  had  been  found  in  an 
Aomori  City  primary  school.  She  still 
had  her  passport  and  a  letter  of 
introduction. 

Dorothy  Bell  was  one  of  only  10  dolls 
of  the  original  13,000  to  survive  the 
years  and  World  War  II.  The  reporter, 
Masahiko  Kohno,  said  that  when  the 
doll  was  found  the  story  was 
broadcast  over  the  entire  country. 

Dorothy  Bell’s  letter  of  introduction 
was  written  by  Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Boyd, 
now  of  Austin,  Tex.  For  four  years  in 
the  1920s  her  late  husband  was  pastor 
of  First  Church  here. 

Mrs.  Boyd  said  she  organized  the 
Junior  Missionary  Society  for  the 
approximately  25  children  of  the 
church  ages  10-12.  She  was  looking  for 
a  project  for  the  children  when  she 
read  a  magazine  article  about  the 
World  Friendship  Among  Children. 

The  article  stated  that  dolls  could  be 


mailed  to  the  organization's  address 
in  New  York  and  would  be  shipped  to 
Japan.  Mrs.  Boyd  decided  the  project 
was  a  good  one  for  the  children. 

"I  believed  in  peace  and  thought 
that  was  a  good  way  to  get  it,”  she 
said. 

The  Japanese  reporter  sent  a  copy 
of  the  passport  to  the  Albany  News.  It 
was  written  in  Japanese  and  English 
and  had  the  American  and  Japanese 
flags  on  it. 

The  passport  was  headed  “To  the 
Boys  and  Girls  in  Japan"  and  was 
signed  ‘‘With  all  good  wishes,  Uncle 
Sam.”  It  was  dated  Dec.  12, 1927. 

The  passport  description  of  Dorothy 
listed  her  eyes  as  being  blue,  her  hair 
brown,  nose  small,  mouth  petite  and 
place  of  birth,  Albany,  Texas  USA. 

Mrs.  Boyd  said  that  the  children  did 
not  send  Dorothy  off  on  her  trip 
without  adequate  preparation.  They 
talked  their  mothers  into  making 
Dorothy  some  clothes  to  take  along. 
By  the  time  she  left  for  Japan  she  had 
"a  nice  little  wardrobe,"  Mrs.  Boyd 
said. 


In  a  letter  Mrs.  Boyd  sent  to  Japan 
with  Dorothy,  she  asked,  “Isn't  it  fine 
that  we  can  be  real  friends  and  yet  not 
even  know  each  other?  That's  the  way 
Jesus  wants  us  to  be  ...  He  taught 
people  to  love  and  not  to  hate. 

“We  hope  you  will  love  Dorothy  Bell 
and  may  you  always  think  of  her  as 
your  little  American  sister. ' ' 

In  the  letter  Mrs.  Boyd  asked  the 
Japanese  children  to  write  to  the 
Albany  children  after  receiving  the 
doll.  Instead  of  writing,  they  sent  a 
package  of  drawings  they  had  made. 

Mrs.  Boyd  said  the  drawings  were 
“street  scenes  beautifully  done"  in  a 
medium  similar  to  crayons.  The 
drawings  apparently  were  lost  when 
the  United  Methodist  congregation 
later  moved  to  a  new  building. 

Even  though  50  years  have  passed 
since  the  doll  was  sent,  Mrs.  Boyd 
said  the  idea  was  still  "one  of  the  most 
successful  little  projects  I’ve  had  with 
children.” 

Ms.  Fulton  is  State  Editor  for  the 
Abilene  (Tex.)  Reporter-News. 


Dorothy  Bell  Albany 
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DOVER,  Del.  —  United  Methodist  evangelicals  attending  “Convo  ’78”  sponsored 
by  "Good  News”  express  faith  in  song  and  praise  to  God.  photos  by  richard  d.  bailey 

Influencing  UMC  top 
‘Good  News’  concern 


By  RICHARD  D.  BAILEY 

DOVER,  Del.  —  Despite  its  billing  as  a 
nurturing  qyent,  "Convo  ’78”  gave  top 
priority  to  political  strategies  for 
influencing  the  United  Methodist  Church 
when  it  met  here  July  24-27  as  the  first  of 
two  “Good  News"  convocations. 

Laying  groundwork  they  hope  will  pay 
off  in  more  ‘‘evangelical’’  delegates  to 
the  1980  General  Conference  —  and  more 
church-wide  attention  to  “evangelical" 
concerns  —  were  some  500  participants 
who  flagged  three  of  those  concerns  as 
urgent:  the  ordination  of  avowed 
homosexuals,  the  church’s  apportion¬ 
ment  system  and  the  need  for  church 
extension. 

‘‘Good  News”  is  an  organization  of 
“evangelicals"  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

"Convo  ’78”  set  a  wide  range  of 
strategies  which  will  include  a  series  of 
regional  “road  shows”  beginning  this 
fall,  a  news  letter  and  a  “China  Packet” 
resource  to  supplement  official  UM  study 
material  on  China  —  all  aimed  squarely 
at  making  an  impact  on  the  forthcoming 
General  Conference. 

Detailed  plans  for  the  church-wide 
impact  were  spelled  out  for  the  group  by 
a  number  of  “Good  News”  strategists: 

The  “road  shows”  are  designed  to 
help  elect  “evangelicals”  to  General 
Conference  and  to  encourage 
“evangelicals"  to  become  an  effective 
annual  conference  caucus.  Leading 
clergy  and  lay  candidates  for  General 
Conference  election  will  be  interviewed 
and  asked  to  state  views  on  current 
issues,  participants  learned. 

Issues  are  expected  to  surface  through 
“bird  dogging,"  by  persons  who  relay 
issues  to  “Good  News”  from  annual 
conferences.  “It  all  depends  on  how  well 
‘Good  News’  groups  are  organized  in  an 
annual  conference,"  said  Robert 
Sprinkle,  who  heads  “Good  News’  ” 
political  General  Conference  Strategy 
Committee. 

A  “China  Packet"  now  available  will 
include  more  devotional  material  and 
give  a  “missionary  evangelical 
approach"  to  the  Chinese  people,  the 
group  learned. 

A  quarterly  newsletter  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council,  edited  by 
Virgil  Maybray,  the  council’s  executive 
director  and  full  time  “Good  News" 
staffperson,  will  list  missionaries  under 


African  bishop  baffled  by  refusal 

UM  leader  wants  world  to  ‘give  democracy  a  chance’  in  Rhodesia 


the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  who  are 
“evangelical”  and  help  local  churches 
develop  a  ministry  of  daily  prayer 
support. 

“Words  to  the  Wise,”  a  political 
strategy  newsletter  will  help  mobilize 
“evangelicals”  for  the  1980  General 
Conference  and  other  areas  of  decision 
making  in  the  UMC. 

According  to  Mr.  Sprinkle,  several 
important  issues  are  emerging  for 
“evangelicals”  at  General  Conference  — 
the  ordination  of  avowed  homosexuals  or 
continuing  to  assign  them  as  pastors  to 
churches,  the  apportionment  system  and 
church  extension. 

“Good  News”  is  currently  asking  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  petition  the  Judicial 
Council  for  a  “declaratory  decision  to 
clarify  whether  or  not  an  avowed, 
practicing  homosexual  is  appointable  as 
pastor  of  a  church.” 

Mr.  Sprinkle  also  said,  “I  would  like  to 
hold  any  general  church  increase  in 
apportionments  to  10  percent.”  And  he 
said  more  needs  to  be  done  to  encourage 
church  extension.  “This  might  be 
removed  from  the  National  Division 
which  has  not  done  a  good  job,”  he  said. 
Where  would  church  extension  go? 
Perhaps  under  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
or  to  a  new  board  of  evangelism  and 
church  extension,  Mr.  Sprinkle  suggests. 

The  Rev.  George  Hunter,  executive  for 
evangelism  of  the  UMC  and  a  speaker 
and  workshop  leader  at  “Convo  ’78,”  told 
TM/UMR:  “Church  extension  is  so 
urgent  and  so  neglected  and  the 
opportunity  is  so  great  that  I  believe  the 
denomination  ought  to  structure 
deliberate  redundancy  and  have  the 
responsibility  in  several  different  places 
to  assure  that  it  gets  done.”  He  said  the 
National  Division  and  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  both  should  have 
responsibility,  along  with  the  National 
Association  of  District  Superintendents 
and  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

As  for  forming  a  new  board  of 
evangelism  and  church  extension,  Dr. 
Hunter  said,  “That  structure  would  work 
and  others  would  work  as  well.”  He 
stated  that  in  1977  ,  45  new  churches  were 
established  compared  to  21  in  1976.  “Still 
this  is  one-tenth  the  possibility,”  he  said. 
“We  could  start  450  new  congregations 
each  year  and  have  them  thrive.” 

Mr.  Bailey  is  editor  of  the  Peninsula 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

DOVER,  Del.— 
The  Rev.  Larry 
Reilly  of  the  New 
York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  tells  the 
"Good  News"  con¬ 
vocation  he  is  giving 
up  smoking  on  be¬ 
half  of  Paul  Abels, 
acknowledged  homo¬ 
sexual  minister  at  a 
United  Methodist 
church  in  New  York 
City,  to  "break  the 
power  of  Satan."  "I 
can  not  ask  Paul 
Abels  to  give  up  his 
sin  if  I  am  not 
willing  to  give  up 
mine."  he  said. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  With  the 
fruition  of  an  eight-year,  uphill  struggle 
for  a  free  society  now  in  sight,  Rhodesian 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  is  dismayed  by  the  apparent 
refusal  of  the  world  to  “give  democracy 
a  chance”  in  southern  Africa. 

The  53-year-old  bishop  who  also  heads 
his  nation’s  largest  political  party  told 
TM/UMR  here  last  week  “the  foundation 
for  a  free  society  has  been  laid,  the 
mechanics  are  working  and  independence 
will  be  declared  for  Zimbabwe 
( Rhodesia )  the  first  of  next  year.  ’  ’ 

He  said  he  is  baffled  that  people  who 
are  always  complaining  about  black 
dictatorships  in  Africa  now  seem 
determined  to  deny  the  Rhodesian 
settlement  to  which  he  is  a  party  a 
chance  in  spite  of  its  democratic 
principles. 

“The  key  reason  I  signed  the 
Rhodesian  settlement  is  that  it  is  the 
fulfillment  of  what  I’ve  been  fighting  Ian 
Smith  (Prime  Minister  of  Rhodesia)  for 
all  these  years. 

“That  is,  for  the  transfer  of  power  to 
the  black  African  majority  in  Rhodesia 
based  on  the  principle  of  one-person 
one-vote.  That  is  the  only  possible 
justification." 

In  a  hand-delivered  “special  message' 
for  United  Methodists”  the  bishop 
appeals  to  U.S.  church  members  to  “give 
democracy  a  chance  in  Southern 
Africa.”  (His  message  is  printed  on  page 
2  of  this  issue.) 

The  bishop  also  blasts  the  Women’s 
Division  in  his  “special  message”  for  its 
April  resolution  rejecting  the  settlement. 
The  national  directors  of  United 
Methodist  Women  called  it  “peace 
without  justice.” 

Bishop  Muzorewa  told  TM/UMR  he 
does  not  exaggerate,  but  has  “concrete 

‘Test-tube’ 
baby  divides 
ethicists 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Theologians  and 
medical  ethicists  have  given  varying 
reactions  to  the  implications  of  the  birth 
of  the  world’s  first  “test-tube  baby,” 
ranging  from  vigorous  condemnation  to 
the  suggestion  that  such  procedures  have 
positive  aspects. 

The  birth  of  a  5-pound,  12-ounce  girl  to 
Lesley  Brown  by  Caesarean  operation  at 
Oldham  General  Hospital  in  England 
culminated  a  decade  of  experimentation 
by  Drs.  Patrick  Steptoe  and  Robert 
Edwards.  Last  November,  Dr.  Steptoe 
had  removed  an  egg  from  Ms.  Brown's 
ovary  and  fertilized  it  with  sperm  from 
her  husband  in  a  laboratory  procedure. 
The  fertilized  egg  was  then  implanted 
several  days  later  in  Ms.  Brown’s  womb. 

Blocked  Fallopian  tubes  prevented  Ms. 
Brown  from  being  able  to  conceive 
through  natural  means.  Procedures 
similar  to  those  used  to  help  her  give 
birth  have  been  in  use  for  years  by 
livestock  breeders. 

Dr.  Paul  Ramsey,  United  Methodist 
minister  and  Princeton  University 
medical  ethicist,  declared  in  a  1972 
article  in  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  that  the  use  of  such 
procedures  is  morally  wrong.  He 
asserted  that  “vitro  fertilization 
constitutes  unethical  medical  experi¬ 
mentation  on  possible  future  human 
beings,  and  therefore,  it  is  subject  to 
absolute  moral  prohibition.” 

But  another  United  Methodist  ethicist, 
Dr.  Philip  Wogaman,  dean  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,4 
D.C.,  does  not  share  this  view.  Reacting 
to  the  birth  of  the  Brown  baby,  he  said, 
“This  development  is  significant  in 
advancing  the  possibility  for  previously 
childless  couples  to  experience  the  joys 
and  responsibilities  of  parenthood.  I  do 
not  see  sufficient  ethical  reasons  for 
not  proceeding  with  this  kind  of 
opportunity." 

Dr.  Wogaman  questioned  the  use  of  the 
term  “test-tube  baby"  to  describe  the 
human  being  conceived  through  such 
procedures.  “The  sperm  and  ovum  are 
from  the  parents  themselves  and  the 
fetus  is  carried  by  the  mother,"  he  noted. 


facts"  to  back  his  assertion  in  the 
message  that  Mia  Adjali,  a  staff  member 
of  the  Women’s  Division,  is  a  “fanatical 
supporter"  of  Zimbabwe’s  “Patriotic 
Front”  guerrilla  forces. 

Rhodesian  settlement 

The  Rhodesian  settlement  —  also 
called  the  “internal  agreement”  —  was 
negotiated  between  November  1977  and 
March  3,  1978,  by  Ian  Smith  and  three 
moderate  black  nationalist  leaders: 
Bishop  Muzorewa  who  is  president  of  the 
United  African  Council,  the  Rev. 
Ndabaningi  Sithole,  president  of  the 
African  National  Council,  and  Chief 
Jeremiah  Chirau,  head  of  the  Zimbabwe 
United  Peoples  Organization.  The 
settlement  signers  are  said,  according  to 
polls,  to  represent  approximately  90 
percent  of  the  populace  which  is 
composed  of  6.5  million  blacks  and 
250,000  whites. 

Two  parties  which,  chose  not  to 
participate  in  the  settlement  vowed  to 
continue  their  guerrilla  activities  with  the 
goal  of  taking  over  the  government 
themselves  by  force.  These  allied  parties 
are  called  the  Patriotic  Front  and 
include  the  Zimbabwean  African  Peoples 
Union,  led  by  Joshua  Nkomo,  and  the 
Zimbabwe  African  National  Union  led  by 
Robert  Mugabe. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  charges  in  his 
message  that  the  Patriotic  Front  is  a 
puppet  of  communist  forces  determined 
to  gain  a  stronger  foothold  in  Africa. 

The  United  Methodist  leader,  who 
continues  to  enjoy  the  backing  and 


confidence  of  his  fellow  Rhodesian 
church  members,  acknowledged  to 
TM/UMR  that  black  nationalist  leaders 
had  been  forced  to  accept  military 
assistance  from  the  Soviets  in  the  past 
because  the  Western  nations  had  refused 
them  aid  in  battling  the  intransigent 
white  minority  government  of  Ian  Smith. 

"But,”  he  said,  “we  did  not  mean  to 
adopt  their  ideology."  He  said  he  has 
never  been  any  lover  of  communism,  and 
he  wants  to  see  the  establishment  of  a 
democratic  state.  “I  am  opposed  to  other 
leaders  shouting  that  they  intend  to 
create  a  communistic  society  in 
Zimbabwe.” 

Firmly  committed  to  non-violent 
struggle  since  the  beginning  of  his 
official  opposition  to  the  discriminatory 
policies  of  the  Smith  government  in  1971, 
the  bishop  said  it  became  necessary  in 
1975  to  approve  the  use  of  force  against 
the  Smith  regime  on  a  “temporary  or 
interim  basis." 

Violence  no  longer  necessary 

He  is  convinced  that  now  the  objective 
of  the  fighting  is  accomplished  and 
violence  is  no  longer  necessary.  “I  am 
deadly  honest  and  sincere.  The  war’s 
objective  is  achieved.  Now  is  the  time  to 
establish  the  free  society  we’ve  been 
dying  for.  There  is  no  longer  any 
justification  for  calling  our  sons  and 
daughters  to  fight  for  liberation.  What 
sane  man  —  or  father  —  would  want  the 
killing  to  continue?  ” 

The  bishop  told  TM/UMR  the  terms  of 


Dr.  Spock:  All  kids 
need  religious  teaching 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  All  parents, 
including  those  who  consider  themselves 
atheists  or  agnostics,  should  give  their 
children  some  religious  education, 
according  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Spock,  the 
pediatrician  and  author. 

Sunday  schools  “have  much  to  offer, 
even  in  the  case  of  the  children  of 
agnostics  and  atheists  ...  as  long  as  the 
teachers  have  a  positive  attitude,”  he 
said  in  the  August  issue  of  “Redbook" 
magazine. 

“Judaism  and  Christianity  are  integral 
parts  of  the  history  and  culture  and 
attitudes  of  most  of  the  people  in  the 
United  States,"  he  said,  “even  of  those 
who  have  rejected  these  religions;  and 
it’s  an  important  aspect  of  education  to 
understand  our  past.  It’s  also  valuable 
for  all  people  to  be  familiar  with  the 
biblical  stories  that  their  fellow  citizens 
often  refer  to,  and  to  be  familiar  with  the 
hymns  that  are  often  sung  outside 
churches  as  well  as  in  them. " 

“Parents  who  never  go  to  church  can’t, 
in  all  fairness,  insist  that  their  children 
attend  Sunday  school,  but  they  can 
recommend  it,”  the  famous  pediatrician 
said. 

Dr.  Spock  said  religions  such  as 
Christianity  and  Judaism  have  different 
meanings  to  children  at  different  stages 
in  their  emotional  development.  He  said 
childhood  experiences  with  religion 
“contribute  to  their  eventual  religious 
attitudes  in  adulthood." 

“Throughout  the  rest  of  life,”  he  said, 
“the  elements  that  work  for  a  continuing 
tie  to  God  and  church  are  the  same 
human  needs  that  have  been  developing 
during  successive  stages  of  childhood.” 

“There  is  the  desire  to  have  someone  to 
depend  on  for  understanding  and  love 
under  all  circumstances,  to  have  a  moral 
code  for  guidance  and  to  have  the 
promise  of  relief  from  guilt  if  one  will 
renounce  what  parents,  society  or  God 
considers  wrong." 

Dr.  Spock  said  religious  parents  should 
discuss  their  religious  and  •  ethical 
principles  with  their  children,  as  they 
relate  to  the  individual  and  the  family,  as 
well  as  to  society  and  the  world  at  large. 

“Religion  is  not  just  for  Sundays,"  he 
said,  noting  that  it  is  more  effective  to 
discuss  in  a  “positive,  cheerful  manner 
than  in  a  scolding  one.  And  it’s  not 
necessary  to  preach  a  lot." 

He  urged  religious  parents  to  stress  the 
loving  aspects  of  God  rather  than  the 
wrathful  God,  and  to  avoid  making 
impossible  demands  on  their  children 
and  making  them  feel  guilty  every  time 


they  make  a  mistake  or  fall  short  of 
expectations. 

“Talking  with  children  about  religion 
has  been  made  more  difficult  in  the  past 
100  years  by  the  changing  religious 
attitudes  and  weakening  beliefs  of  many 
people,”  Dr.  Spock  said. 

“But  the  concept  of  the  universe  as  a 
purely  physical  system  and  of  the  human 
being  as  merely  a  contraption  made  up  of 
cells  and  chemicals,  developed  through 
the  process  of  evolution,  leaves  many  of 
us  who  are  agnostics  or  are  only  vaguely 
religious  feeling  unsatisfied,”  he  wrote. 

“We  strongly  sense  a  spiritual  force 
within  us  and  in  those  around  us.  We 
want  to  give  that  force  a  name  and  an 
identity,  and  to  define  our  personal 
relationship  with  it.  " 


the  settlement  are  being  fulfilled  —  some 
are  already  completed  and  others  are  in 
progress  —  so  a  new  nation  with  a  new 
constitution  can  be  declared  January  1st. 
For  example,  almost  1,000  political 
detainees,  including  UM  ministers,  he 
said,  have  been  released,  bans  have  been 
lifted  on  all  political  parties,  the 
executions  every  Monday  of  political 
prisoners  have  been  stopped,  and  a  new 
constitution  is  being  drafted.  Also,  step 
by  step,  he  said,  racial  discrimination  is 
being  removed  from  the  nation’s  laws 
and  policies.  And  free  elections  are  to  be 
held  in  late  fall. 

The  bishop  also  wants  trade  sanctions 
lifted,  noting  that  he  himself  mobilized 
support  for  the  placement  of  sanctions  as 
a  weapon  against  the  Smith  regime  in 
1972.  He  said  the  objective  of  the 
sanctions  has  also  been  reached.  He  was 
in  the  U.S.  last  week  to  mobilize  support 
for  lifting  the  sanctions. 

Addressing  the  condition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Rhodesia,  the 
bishop  said  it  continues  to  be  vital  and 
tremendously  committed  in  spite  of  some 
intimidation  from  guerrilla  groups. 

He  said  the  church  repeatedly  has 
voted  resolutions  of  support  for  him  in  his 
dual  role  as  church  leader  and  political 
leader. 

On  his  dual  role  and  the  future,  the 
bishop  said,  “I'm  where  1  am  because 
the  people  said  so  in  both  cases.  We’ll 
talk  about  the  future  after  Dec.  31." 

|  A  hug’s  better 
l  than  a  shrug, 
jl  Arizonans  told 

PHOENIX  (RNS)  -  “Have  you 
:•  hugged  your  spouse  today?” 

•:  So  ask  1,500  bumper  stickers  as 
autos  make  their  way  through  the 
streets  of  Phoenix. 

*  The  placards  were  distributed  by 
:j:  the  Governor’s  Task  Force  on 

*  Marriage  and  the  Family,  a  two-year 
$  old  state  agency,  and  endorsed  by 

*  Gov.  Bruce  Babbitt. 

Purpose  of  the  sticker  campaign  is 
:>  to  remind  Arizonans  that  it  requires 
constant  vigilance  and  effort  to 
:•  maintain  a  successful  marriage 
>  according  to  Superior  Court  Judge 
>•  Norman  Fenton,  task  force  chairman, 
ij  “Hugging  is  a  form  of 
•:  communication  and  it  is  very  hard  to 
:•  be  mad  at  someone  when  you  are 
•:  hugging  them,”  said  the  judge  who 
:•  recently  celebrated  his  30th  wedding 
anniversary. 


Ministry 

amidst 
conflict 


Conflict  in  the  Middle  East  has  left  o  greor  number  of  children  fatherless.  With¬ 
out  compensation  or  other  income  mothers  most  often  ore  unable  to  support 
their  fomilies. 

UMCOR,  working  through  the  Society  of  Inash  El-Usro  is  ministering  to  many 
of  these  children,  UMCOR  Child  Support  funds  help  provide  core  for  these  boys 
ond  girls  in  their  own  homes,  instead  of  separating  them  from  their  fomilies 
in  on  Institution. 

More  thon  500  children  are  awaiting  sponsorship  by  the  Society  The  overage 
annual  support  cost  for  on  elementary  school  Child  is  $500  Your  gift  con  help 
— UMCOR  continue  its  ministry  of  love  ond  concern. 


Help  UMCOR  minister  amidst  conflict 


AWANCE 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
UMCOR 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  Y  10027 


:  T REET  ADDRESS  _ 


-  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  _ 
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Opposition 
to  prison 
mounted 


LAKE  PLACID,  N  Y.  (UMC)  -  Plans 
to  convert  housing  facilities  at  the  1980 
Winter  Olympics  here  into  a  medium 
security  prison  are  receiving  strong 
opposition  from  several  church  groups  in 
upstate  New  York. 

The  Western,  Northern,  and  Central 
New  York  annual  conferences  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  meeting  in 
June,  all  passed  resolutions  objecting  to 
the  plan. 

(Jnited  Methodist  Bishop  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel  of  Syracuse,  president  of  the  New 
York  State  Council  of  Churches,  said 
opposition  is  primarily  centered  around 
three  issues:  inaccessibility  of  the  site  to 
visitors;  the  process  used  by  the  Bureau 
of  Prisons  in  making  the  decision;- and 
the  psychological  or  emotional  impact  on 
the  athletes  who  will  be  staying  in  the 
facilities. 

“It  is  ironic  that  these  international 
games  which  represent  freedom  would 
have  participants  housed  in  facilities 
which  will  be  used  to  imprison  people," 
Bishop  Yeakel  said. 

The  Olympic  Village  now  under 
construction  will  be  used  two  weeks  in 
February  1980.  after  which  it  will  house 
approximately  500  young  male  federal 
p»  isoners. 

The  Rev.  William  G.  Vigne,  UM  pastor 
in  Lake  Placid  the  past  10  years, 
disagrees  with  critics  of  the  plan  and 
argues  that  there  is  historical  precedent 
for  the  project.  Camp  Adirondack,  a 
state  minimum  security  facility  for  male 
adults,  is  located  five  miles  from  Lake 
Placid.  Less  than  a  mile  from  that,  he 
said  a  new  federal  prison  is  under 
construction.  Since  June,  Mr.  Vigne  has 
been  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Burlington, 
Vt. 

An  ad  hoc  group  called  Stop  the 
Olympic  Prison  (STOP)  is  operating 
from  the  Syracuse  offices  of  the  State 
Council  of  Churches.  Bishop  Yeakel  and 
Nader  Maroun,  a  STOP  worker,  said  the 
isolated  location  of  the  prison  defies 
commonly  accepted  criteria  for  putting 
such  facilities  close  to  the  areas  from 
which  most  inmates  come  and  to  which 
they  will  return. 

“Putting  persons  in  a  remote  area  and 
brealdng  some  social  ties  is  not  an 
altogether  bad  thing,”  countered  Mr. 
Vigne.  Problems  and  disturbances  in 
upstate  correctional  institutions  are 
much  less  dramatic  than  in  urban 
institutions,  he  added. 

STOP  workers  argue  that  the  location 
means  that  low  income  inmates,  the  vast 
majority,  will  be  cut  off  from  families, 
friends,  counselors,  potential  employers 
and  other  community  resources.  They 
say  public  transportation  is  poor  to  Lake 
Placid  and  there  are  few  inexpensive 
accommodations. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Don’t  Blame  Your  Age 
For  Poor  Hearing. 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of 
special  interest  to  those  who  hear 
but  do  not  understand  words  has 
been  announced  by  Beltone.  A 
non-operating  model  of  the  small¬ 
est  Beltone  aid  of  its  kind  will  be 
given  absolutely  free  to  anyone 
answering  this  advertisement. 

True,  all  hearing  problems  are 
not  alike  .  .  .  and  some  cannot  be 
helped,  but  many  can.  So,  send 
for  this  free  model  now,  and  wear 
it  in  the  privacy  of  your  home.  It 
is  not  a  real  hearing  aid,  but  it 
will  show  you  how  tiny  hearing 
help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to  keep, 
free.  The  actual  aid  weighs  less 
than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and  it’s 
all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit. 

These  models  are  free,  so  we 
suggest  you  write  for  yours  now. 
Again,  We  repeat,  there  is  no 
cost,  and  certainly  no  obligation. 
Thousands  have  already  been 
mailed,  so  write  today  to  Dept. 
$4883  Beltone  Electronics  Corp., 
Victoria,  Chicago,  60646. 
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Revival  jolts  British 

Charismatic  movement  said  source  of  new  life 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  -  “After-care" 
for  the  mentally  ill  is  not  a  “glamorous” 
mission.  Not  only  is  it  draining,  long¬ 
term  and  often  frustrating,  it  also 
threatens  many  persons  in  a  vague  way 
even  they  don’t  understand. 

But  it  is  desperately  needed  — 
sometimes  literally  the  difference 
between  life  and  death  —  and  is  a 
ministry  a  local  church  is  uniquely 
qualified  to  perform,  says  a  United 
Methodist  chaplain  at  a  mental  hospital 
here  who  is  actively  seeking  church 
"communities"  for  former  patients. 

By  1982,  the  Rev.  Clark  S.  Aist  hopes  no 
patient  will  leave  St.  Elizabeths  Hospital 
without  immediately  being  enfolded  in 
an  after-care  community  at  a  nearby 
church.  And  perhaps  by  then  at  least  one 
of  those  churches  will  be  United 
Methodist. 

Today  eight  Washington  churches  — 
six  Baptist,  one  Roman  Catholic  and  one 
United  Church  of  Christ  —  do  offer 
weekly  support  programs  for  some  250 
former  patients  at  the  hospital,  reports 
Dr.  Aist,  director  of  Protestant  chaplain 
activities  at  St.  Elizabeths.  And  these 
churches  are  making  “a  tremendous 
difference,"  he  says,  in  the  lives  of 
persons  who  are  not  only  troubled  but 
also  lonely. 


□  I  am  looking  for  an  opportunity  to 
children  who  have  started  life  at  a  dis 


□  I  am  genuine  in  my  dealings  with  children 
mistakes  and  apologize  to  a  youngster:  and 
to  laugh  with  a  child. 


Whew!  Am  I  tired 

SAN  RAFAEL,  Calif.  —  Resting  her  aching  toes  and  her  back  from  a  40  pound  back 
pack,  United  Methodist  Trudy  Dobson  takes  a  break  in  her  700  mile  hike  to  gain 
support  for  the  San  Francisco  Night  Ministry  for  which  she  is  a  volunteer  telephone 
counselor.  She  is  walking  from  Sonoma  to  San  Diego  visiting  all  the  historic 
Franciscan  missions  along  the  way.  She  said  it  is  a  spiritual  passage  as  well  as  a 
way  to  benefit  the  Night  Ministry  by  persons  giving  to  the  cause  at  rates  of  one  cent 
per  mile  and  up.  cal-nev  i.mr  photo  by  thesan  kafael  independent  journal 

Church  community  sought 
for  mentally  ill  persons 

“Socialization-recreation”  is  the  name 
St.  Elizabeths  gives  to  a  church-hospital 
joint  venture  which  began  in  1972.  But  its 
task  is  simpler  than  its  name:  it’s  to  give 
fellowship  and  support  —  through  a 
weekly  program  of  activities,  devotions, 
a  hot  meal  and  plenty  of  sharing  time  — 
through  which  patients  can  “derive  a 
sense  of  meaning  in  what  for  many  are 
bleak  and  tragic  lives.” 

Each  of  the  churches  has  established  a 
“club,”  Dr.  Aist  says,  with  a  core  of 
volunteers  trained  by  hospital 
chaplaincy  staff.  Each  week  volunteers 
and  ex-patients  meet  at  the  church  for  a 
full  range  of  activities  from  birthday  and 
holiday  celebrations  to  slide  shows  and 
pottery-making.  More  importantly,  the 
volunteers  offer  these  troubled  persons 
•  something  meaningful  to  do,  something 
to  belong  to,  some  place  of  mutual  caring 
and  acceptance,”  he  says. 

The  church,  he  maintains,  is  the 
“sleeping  giant”  of  the  mental  health 
field  today  —  the  most  natural  support 
system  a  community  has  for  meeting  the 
needs  of  increasing  numbers  of 
chronically-dependent  persons. 

At  St.  Elizabeths,  as  at  other  mental 
hospitals  today,  most  patients  are 
treated  on  a  short-term  or  “out-patient" 
basis.  While  seven  years  ago  St. 
Elizabeths  regularly  housed  7,000 
patients,  today  only  2,200  are  living 
there;  3,500  are  being  treated  as  out¬ 
patients.  The  average  stay  is  only  17 
days. 

"There’s  a  push  to  get  them  out  —  yet 
there  is  no  adequate  program  of  after¬ 
care,”  Chaplain  Aist  told  TM/UMR. 
Foster  homes  and  the  few  existing 
halfway  houses  do  not  meet  patients' 
needs  to  belong  to  a  community.  Without 
a  sense  of  belonging,  even  for  a  few  hours 
a  week,  most  patients  will  be  back  in  the 
hospital,  he  says.  Currently  50  percent  of 
all  admissions  to  St.  Elizabeths  are 
readmissions. 

But  there  are  signs  that  the  church  is 
more  than  just  a  gathering  place,  a 
recent  study  of  church  after-care 
participants  showed.  Two-thirds  of  the 
participants  claim  to  be  church 
members,  more  than  one-half  claim  they 
attend  church  regularly,  and  well  over  75 
percent  responded  positively  to 
“religious”  aspects  of  their  “clubs." 
Chaplain  Aist  believes  most  patients 
have  deep  religious  roots  and  thus  find 
added  comfort  and  security  in  a  church 
among  churchpersons. 

Reasons  why  more  churches  are  not 
involved  with  the  mentally  ill  in  their 
communities  are  complex,  Dr.  Aist 
believes.  While  much  of  the  old  primitive 
fear  of  the  mentally  ill  may  have 
diminished,  there  is  still  mystery  and 
anxiety  about  troubled  persons.  Even  the 
more  sophisticated  today  fear  attack, 
and  are  often  surprised  that  the  mentally 
ill  can  carry  on  conversations.  Yet,  he 
says,  with  medication  and  a  humane 
environment,  most  disturbed  persons 
can  and  should  live  in  the  community. 

For  United  Methodists,  Dr.  .Aist 
believes,  there  may  be  another 
stumbling,  block  to  establishing  com¬ 
munity  support  groups:  a.  connectional 
system  “in  United  Methodism  •  which 
“may  sometimes  keep  us  from  seeing  the 
needs  right*  in  our  own  communities 
.WprJd  .  Service-  giving  ‘is  extremely 
■'important,"  he  said,  “but  perhaps  it  also 
permits  us  to  export  our  responsibility  .  ” 
Regardless  of  the  reasons,  “deeply 
troubled  people  are  in  our  midst”  and  no 
other  agencies  are  standing  by  to  help 
them  “The.  church  must  care,"  the 
chaplain  says.  ‘ 
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DO  YOU  HAVE  WHAT 
f  IT  TAKES  TO  BE  PART  OF 
THE  METHODIST  HOME  TEAM? 


use  my  skills  in  working  with 
disadvantage 


:  I  am  able  to  admit  my 
I  have  not  forgotten  how 


□  I  think  children  are  very  special  people  who  deserve  an  opportunity  to 
grow  up  surrounded  by  love,  acceptance  and  affirmation 

If  these  statements  apply  to  you.  you  may  be  the  special  person  Methodist 
Home  is  looking  for!  We  need  couples  .and  singles  to  serve  as  home- 
parents  for  boys  and  girls,  ages  6  to  18  in  our  23  hohje  units.  Many  of 
these  young  people  come  from  broken  homes  some  of  them' have  amo:  . 
tional  and  behavioral  problems;  all  of  them  need  Supportive  adulj  models- 
to  help  them  learn  to  cope  with  today  s  world  If  you  are  interested  iivthis  . 
challenging  opportunity,  or  if  you  would  like  additionafinfo'rmdtion.  please- 
contact:  * 

METHODIST  HOME 

1111  Herring  Avenue.  Wacd.  Texas  76708 
(817)  753-0181 

AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


VANCOUVER  (RNS)  —  Forty  percent 
of  the  student  population  at  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  universities  are  attending 
church  regularly,  says  the  author  of  a 
dozen  religious  best  sellers  including  the 
recent  “Truth  of  God  Incarnate,"  which 
to  date  has  sold  more  than  40,000  copies. 

Canon  Michael  Green,  46-year-olu, 
dynamic  Welsh  orator  and  rector  of  St. 
Aldate’s  Anglican  Church  in  Oxford,  said 
in  an  interview  that  the  strongest 
movement  in  Oxford  today  is  the  Inter- 
Varsity  Christian  Fellowship  and  not 
secular  or  humanist  organizations.  Of 
10,000  students,  he  said  4,000  were 
attending  college  chapels  and  local 
churches  as  never  before  —  eight  times 
the  national  average. 

“The  charismatic  movement  is  one  of 
the  most  dynamic  forces  spreading 
throughout  Christian  churches  in 
England  today,  and  this  means  new  life 
is  being  injected  into  old  structures,”  he 
said. 

Canon  Green,  who  prefers  to  call  it  a 
renewal  movement,  says  that  the  term 

UM  minister 
facing  trial 
sues  bishop 

Compiled  from  news  releases 
SPENCER.  W.  Va.  -  A  United 
Methodist  minister  who  is  facing  a 
church  trial  on  charges  of  disobedience  Is 
suing  his  bishop  for  slander. 

The  Rev.  Carl  Dodrill  has  filed  a 
complaint  against  Bishop  D.  Frederick 
Wertz  in  Kanawha  Circuit  Court, 
charging  that  the  bishop  slandered  him 
last  year  by  implying  that  he  had  cheated 
on  his  income  tax  and  had  taken  money 
"under  the  table.”  The  statements  were 
allegedly  made  during  a  May,  1977 
meeting  with  13  members  of  St.  John’s 
United  Methodist  Church  here. 

Mr.  Dodrill  himself  is  facing  a  church 
trial  on  charged  of  “disobedience  to  the 
order  and  discipline’’  of  the  UMC  for 
refusing  to  accept  a  transfer  to  St.  John’s 
UMC  in  Vienna,  W.  Va.,  and  relinquish 
his  10-year  appointment  here. 

On  June  25  Bishop  Wertz  appeared  in 
the  Spencer  church  to  read  a  statement 
explaning  his  position.  When  he  was 
about  one  half-way  through,  a  man  stood 
up  and  said,  “I’ve  heard  enough  of  this,” 
and  began  to  leave.  One-half  of  the 
congregation  followed. 

Bishop  Wertz  finished  his  statement 
and  introduced  the  Rev.  Arthur  Tucker, 
the  new  appointee  to  the  charge,  who 
then  proceeded  with  the  worship  service. 

Mr.  Dodrill  has  also  refused  to  vacate 
the  parsonage  adjacent  to  the  church. 
Bis  iop  Wertz  told  the  congregation  he 
haa  secured  a  temporary  residence  for 
Mr.  Tucker  and  his  family,  but  that  he 
expected  the  parsonage  to  be  vacated 
within  90  days. 

Despite  the  offer  of  the  bishop  to  send 
him  to  the  Vienna  church,  Mr.  Dodrill  in¬ 
sists  that  he  has  not  been  given  a  pastoral 
appointment.  He  was  left  without  any 
appointment  to  a  church  during  the 
annual  conference  earlier  in  June. 

Bishop  Wertz  said,  “We’ve  never  had  a 
minister  refuse  to  go  where  he  was  told. 
This  is  unheard  of.” 

The  Rev.  Basil  Hensley*  who  was 
superintendent  of  the  Weston  District  of 
the  church  until  the  recent  session  of  the 
West  Virginia  Annual  Conference,  had 
recommended  that  Mr.  Dodrill  be 
replaced  because,  he  said,  “I  felt  that  the 
church  was  in  need  of  new  leadership.” 

Bishop  Wertz  told  Newscope,  a  nation¬ 
al  UM  newsletter,  that  a  five-member 
Committee  of  Investigation  had  found 
reasonable  ground  for  the  charge  of 
disobedience  and  a  trial  has  been 
ordered.  Thirteen  elders  in  full 
connection  have  been  selected  as  a  Trial 
Court  in  accordance  with  the 
“Discipline”  (Par.  2521).  The  trial  is 
scheduled  for  Aug.  23. 

Mr.  Dodrill  and  about  70  members 
have  met  in  a  local  movie  theater  for 
church  services  since  the  beginning  of 
July  in  defiance  of  an  order  from  the 
bishop  not  to  do  so. 

Church  rapped 
for  failure  to 
study  alcoholism 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  The  two’ 
years  that  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  spent  in  studying  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  could  have  been  better 
spent  in  studying  alcoholism,  according 
to  a  Minneapolis  United  Presbyterian 
clergyman  who  is  president  of 
Prevention  of  Alcohol  Problems,  Inc. 

That  is  because  drinking  is  a  problem 
which  afflicts  or  affects  one-sixth  of  the 
nation’s  population,  according  to  the 
Rev.  David  C.  Hancock. 

Mr.  Hancock  said  that  “in  spite  of 
action  on  alcohol  concerns  by  four  of  the 
last  10  general  assemblies,  very,  very 
little  has  happened  in  our  church  as  a 
result. 

“The  church  so  far  has  been  largely 
immobilized  and  ineffective  in 
ministering  to  the  victims  of  alcoholism, 
and  in  reducing  and  preventing  the  other 
societal  problems  stemming  from  the 
misuse  of  beverage  alcohol.  ’  ’ 

He  said  “a  pastor  who  thinks  he  has  no 
problem  drinkers  in  his  flock  simply  does 
not  know  his  people.  And  if  he  is  not 
helping  families  where  drinking  is  a 
problem,  he  is  not  fulfilling  his 
ministry." 

Mr.  Hancock  said  that  in  each  two  or 
three  years  alcohol-impaired  drivers  kill 
more  Americans  than  were  killed  in 
Vietnam  in  10  years. 


“charismatic"  has  been  narrowed  by 
some  Christians,  when  in  fact  the  New 
Testament  uses  the  term  in  a  much 
broader  sense  to  encompass  a  range  of 
activities  and  positions,  including 
marriage,  celibacy  and  ordination,  as 
well  as  spiritual  gifts. 

Canon  Green  says  he  has  seen  visible^ 
evidences  of  divine  healing  of  organic 
illnesses  in  his  church,  and  has  had  to 
back  down  on  previous  statements  he  had 
written  arguing  that  such  healing  was 
purely  psychosomatic. 

He  said  most  of  the  Anglican 


seminaries  and  theological  colleges  in 
England  today  are  full  because  of  the 
dynamic  of  evangelical  Christianity, 
and  this  will  undoubtedly  affect  church 
life  in  the  future. 

“Ten  years  ago,  they  were  dying, 
today  they  are  alive.  Most  of  the  bishops 
are  upset  about  this,  but  can’t  do 
anything  to  stop  it. 

“While  stygian  gloom  still  hovers  over 
England,  there  are  signs  of  spiritual  life. 
Even  small,  sleepy  country  villages  are 
experiencing  spiritual  renewal  that  was 
not  there  10  years  ago.”  he  said. 
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Furniture  made  ‘well-suited’  for  mission 

ESPANOLA.  N.M.  —  How  would  you  like  to  re-upholster  127  pieces  of  furniture? 
Kenneth  and  Hazel  Miller  did.  And  it  was  all  for  a  United  Methodist  missions  project 
here:  McCurdy  Schools.  Mrs.  Miller  (in  photo  with  two  of  the  re-upholstered  pieces  of 
furniture)  said  it  took  250  yards  of  material  and  three  months  of  work  to  complete  the 
job.  The  Millers,  members  of  Evanston  UMC  in  Denver,  do  upholstering  part-time 
and  volunteered  their  labor  and  arranged  for  the  supplies  for  free  to  McCurdy 
Schools .  ROCKY  MT.  CONF.  UMR  PHOTO 

Family  Bible  study  touted: 
4 Even  kids  can  enjoy  if 


CHICAGO  —  It’s  not  surprising  that 
the  idea  of  Bible  reading  is  not  initially 
met  with  rousing  cheers  from  the 
youngsters  in  the  house.  But  what  may 
surprise  parents  is  that  once  the 
process  is  started,  their  kids  begin  to  like 
it,  say  James  Breig  and  Sister  Patricia 
Knopp  in  a  national  magazine. 

“They  find  that  Bible  study  appeals  to 
their  children  because  it  is  a  time  when 
important  things  are  considered,"  write 
the  authors  in  the  July  issue  of  “U.S. 
Catholic,”  published  here. 

The  hardest  part  of  family  Bible  study 
is  getting  started,  they  say.  “It  demands 
that  parents  decide  what  they  want  to  do 
and  how  they  want  to  do  it."  The  authors 
give  some  practical  hints  based  on 
their  recent  book,  “A  Guide  To  Family 
Bible  Reading”  ($1.50  Claretian  Publi¬ 
cations). 

The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  gain  the 
family’s  support  for  the  idea.  “Chances 
for  acceptance  are  better  if  the  sessions 
are  presented  on  a  trial  basis,”  say  the 
authors.  Talking  it  over  with  each 
individual  family  member  can  help 
parents  gauge  the  feeling  of  the  group 
and  help  plan  how  to  proceed. 

The  authors  say  it  is  important  to 
choose  a  spot  where  everyone  is 
comfortable.  An  effort  should  be  made  to 
create  a  mood,  through  the  use  of 
banners,  candles,  or  rearranging  the 
furniture,  which  says  that  something 
special  is  going  on. 

For  busy  families,  choosing  a  time  for 
the  sessions  can  be  difficult.  When  it  is 
impossible  to  avoid  conflict  with  favorite 
TV  shows  or  activities,  rotating  the 
sessions  so  that  each  night  of  the  week  is 
used  is  the  fairest  method,  say  the 
authors. 

Another  early  obstacle  to  getting  the 
sessions  off  the  ground  is  choosing  a 
Bible.  “Though  there  is  only  one  Bible, 


there  are  a  number  of  translations,  each 
with  its  own  merits  and  flaws,”  say  Mr. 
Breig  and  Sr.  Knopp.  They  advise 
parents  to  choose  a  translation  which  is 
readable  and  can  be  understood  by  the 
whole  family.  Besides  the  main  family 
Bible,  the  authors  suggest  that  each  child 
have  his  or  her  own.  “Once  they  have 
their  Bibles,  make  clear  that  it  is  theirs 
to  keep,  to  underline,  to  dog-ear,  to  color 
in.  Their  Bible  is  a  very  personal 
possession." 

After  the  format  becomes  somewhat 
stable  and  the  members  know  what  to 
expect,  it  is  good  to  give  each  member  of 
the  family  a  chance  to  lead  a  session,  say 
the  authors. 

The  authors  suggest  that‘9ie  Gospels 
are  a  good  place  to  begin  the  reading. 
They  recommend  following  a  theme 
through  various  sections  of  the  Bible 
rather  than  starting  at  the  beginning  and 
plodding  doggedly  through  to  the  end. 
“You  don’t  have  to  jazz  up  the  Bible 
stories  in  order  to  make  them 
appealing." 

Each  family  will  find  a  method  that  is 
suitable  for  their  own  needs,  say  the  two 
writers.  “One  family  found  their  best 
system  is  to  have  no  system  other  than  a 
weekly  meeting.  If  something  has 
occurred  in  the  family  they  discuss  it.” 

"Another  family  does  just  the 
reverse”,  say  the  authors,  “tightly 
limiting  their  study  to  the  Gospel  of 
Matthew.  They  have  divided  among  the 
members  the  responsibility  of  studying  a 
chapter  apiece.” 

The  authors  warn  parents  not  to  get  so 
enmired  in  specifics  that  they  forget  the 
central  message  of  the  Bible.  “After  all, 
the  aim  of  Bible  reading  is  to  arrive  at  a 
new  understanding  of  God’s  presence  in 
the  life  of  each  person  and  the  whole 
family.” 


Classified 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words..  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertL-- 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance.  Service 
charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

NASHVILLE  ALBUM  recording  pressing  and  album 
jacket  design,  617  7th  Ave.  South,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37203.  (615  )  256-0121. 

SPACES  STILL  AVAILABLE  on  New  England  fall 

SEVEN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions. 
January  13-20.  1979.  Write  WOMITO,  P.O  Box 
660515,  Miami  Springs.  Fla.  33166. 

foliage  motorcoach  tours.  32  departures  beginning 
September  20  from  Dallas,  Houston  and  LitUe  Rock. 

13  days.  $580,  everything  included  except  noon 
luncheons.  Dan  Dipert  Tours,  Box  580,  Arlington, 

SEPTEMBER  18  11-DAY  Holy  Land/Rome.  October 

9  10-Day  Holy  Land.  October  9  12- Day  Hawaii. 
November  6  11-Day  Israel.  November  8  16-Day 
Middle  East  with  Baghdad  and  Athens.  November  12 
11-Day  Rome/Jordan/Israel/Athens.  Contact: 
World  Wide  Christian  Tours,  P.O.  Box  506,  Elizabeth¬ 
town.  Ky.  42701.  (502)  769-5900. 

GROUPS  -  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and 
enjoy  lodging  and  meals  at  KELLER’S  COUNTRY 
DORM  RESORT.  Special  Senior  Citizens'  discount 
during  beautiful  fall  months!  Reservations:  (501) 
253-8418.  Rt.  1  —  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  72632. 

COLOR  CATALOGUE  ON  HOLY  LAND,  craft, 
supplies  and  souvenirs.  Available  for  $2.00  — 
refundable  on  first  order.  Send  check  to:  "The  Three 

FREE  PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY:  of  your 
congregation.  Contact  Jim  Medford,  United  Church 
Directories,  P.O.  Box  2090,  Waco,  Tex.  76703.  J 

33803. 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM.  PASTORAL  CARE. 

DCE  AND  YOUTH.  Resume,  references,  picture. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  6  East  Wright, 
Pensacola,  Fla.  32501. 

young  alive  church  growing  at  250  per  year  in 
Houston  suburb.  Send  resume,  picture,  statement  of 
belief  and  salary  expectation.  P.O.  Box  1409,  Spring, 

for  25  women.  All  rooms  private  and  on  ground 
floor.  No  nursing  care  —  no  entry  fee.  Reasonable 
monthly  rates.  Non-profit.  Sherick  Memorial  Home, 
2502  Utica  Ave.,  Lubbock,  Tex.  79407.  (806  )  7994600 

Ola  R.  Haley,  Director. 

CHRISTIAN  LADY,  late  fifties,  sincere,  sense  of 
humor,  active,  likes  travel,  antiques,  serenity. 
Would  like  to  acquaint  with  a  gentleman  who  likes 
some  of  the  above.  Reply  to:  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box 
1076-SW,  Dallas.  Tex.  75221. 

FOR  SALE:  WORSHIP  ANTHOLOGY  Collected 
services  of  all  types  written  by  local  churches  of  the 
Minnesota  conference.  $2.00  a  copy.  Write:  Worship 
Commission,  Room  400,  122  West  Franklin  Ave., 
Minneapolis.  Minn.  55404. 

WESLEY  HIGHLIGHTS  TOUR  OF  BRITAIN, 
including  rededication  of  Wesley  Chapel,  Oct.  23- 
Nov.  6,  1978,  led  by  several  ministers  of  Northern 
Illinois  and  Indiana  Conferences.  Exciting  program 

CUSTOM  BULLETINS  —  Full  color,  beautifully- 
made  from  a  color  slide  of  your  church.  Often  less 
expensive  or  even  free  with  advertising  plan. 

and  itinerary.  For  information  write:  Rev.  Fred 
Conger,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  727  Harlem 
Ave.,  Glen  View,  Ill.  60025.  Phone  (312)729-1015. 

Samples,  info:  The  Mason  Studio,  86  Maple  St., 
Homell.  N  Y.  14843 

FOR  SALE:  Large  modern .  cottage  on  United 
Methodist  Lake  Koronis  Assembly  Grounds, 
Paynesville,  Minn.  Lavina  Schumann,  9905  1st  Ave. 
South.  Bloomington,  Minn.  55420. 

PEWS  FOR  SALE:  ^2  feet  ' long  in  excellent 

condition.  Woodland  West  Baptist  Church,  Arlington, 

76013. 

ELEVEN-DAY  BIBLE  LANDS  PILGRIMAGE 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  16<.  100,  $15.00,  bronze 
cross,  $1.50;  poems,  "Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  2t  Plus 
postage  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27609. 

including  Egypt,  Jordan  and  Israel.  Departing  from 
New  York  on  Feb.  12,  1979.  Act  now!  Prompt 
registration  required  to  secure  reservations.  For 
information  or  brochure  call  or  write  Rev.  Bob 
McCumber,  7486  Main  Street,  Newport,  N.Y.  13416. 
Phone  (315  )  845-8730. 

AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  FIJI.  TAHITI. 
September  22  departure  Deluxe  hotels.  Join  Dallas 
group  in  l>os  Angeles,  personally  escorted.  Bess 
Loudermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Tex  75205 

FOR  SALE:  20  USED  CHOIR  GOWNS.  Black  with 
white  collars.  $5.00  each.  Contact  Mrs.  Charles 
Tjenstrom,  Washburn,  N.D.  58577. 
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Tales  of  horror 
told  in  sculpture 


GENEVA  —  Sculptures  depicting  the  horrors  of  torture  are 
fashioned  by  a  World  Council  of  Churches  sponsored  refugee 
from  Chile,  Guido  Rocha,  who  now  teaches  sculpture  at  the 
School  of  Fine  Arts  here. 

At  far  left  Mr.  Rocha  works  on  his  “Crucifixion  of  Man,” 
based  he  says  on  the  physical  torture  he  suffered  in  the 
prisons  in  Brazil.  Left  center,  and  right  are  statues  in  the 
series  "Christ  of  the  Oppressed.” 

Mr.  Rocha,  who  was  imprisoned  for  his  political  beliefs  in 
Brazil  and  Chile,  says  he  is  no  stranger  to  torture  and  the 
inhumanity  of  man.  He  believes  his  sculptures  have  become 
the  means  to  express  his  deep  feeling  that  “Christ  was  a  real 
person  who  suffered  in  the  same  ways  as  the  tortured.” 

The  artist  has  presented  his  works  to  the  World  Council  as 
a  gesture  of  thanks  for  their  part  in  helping  victims  from 
Chile. 
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Shroud  intrigues  experts 

U.S.  scientists  to  study  ‘burial  sheet  of  Christ’ 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  No 
other  artifact  of  supposedly  miraculous 
manifestation  has  so  aroused  the  interest 
of  modern  scientists  as  has  the 
mysterious  Shroud  of  Turin. 

The  ancient  linen  cloth,  venerated  for 
centuries  as  the  burial  sheet  of  the 
crucified  Christ,  has  proven  to  be  an 
intriguing  challenge  to  those  who  would 
use  space-age  technology  to  explain  how 
the  image  of  the  Man  in  the  Shroud  got 
there. 

Interest  is  peaking  as  the  Shroud  is 
being  exhibited  publicly  in  Turin,  Italy, 
from  August  27  through  Oct.  8.  It  is  only 
the  second  such  exhibition  in  this 
century. 

Hoping  for  Italian  permission  to  make 
extensive  tests  is  a  team  of  American 
scientists  coordinated  by  Capt.  Eric  J. 
Jumper,  a  physicist  with  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  Academy. 

The  team  ranges  in  age  and  religious 
affiliation  and  includes  two  experts  on 
forgeries.  The  scientists  have 
backgrounds  in  such  disciplines  as 
physics,  aerodynamics,  chemistry  and 


computer  enhanced  image  analysis  and 
work  for  the  most  advanced  agencies 
that  were  behind  modern-era  “miracles” 
like  putting  men  on  the  moon.  They  are 
all  volunteers.  No  government  money  is 
behind  them. 

An  indication  of  the  serious  interest  the 
scientific  community  is  taking  in  the 
Shroud  is  an  article  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  magazine  “Science,”  weekly  journal 
of  the  prestigious  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 

“Science”  writer  Barbara  J.  Culliton 
reviews  the  known  historical  background 
of  the  Shroud  —  a  misty  past  before  the 
14th  century  —  and  details  the  research 
which  has  been  conducted  to  date.  Most 
of  the  analysis  is  based  on  detailed 
photographs  taken  of  the  Shroud  by  a 
photographer  named  Giuseppe  Ernie  in 
1931.  It  is  on  the  basis  of  those 
photographs  that  most  scientific  opinion 
rests. 

Since  that  time  other  amazing 
properties  have  been  discovered  by 
Shroud  scholars,  who  have  become 
known  as  sindonologists.  Capt.  Jumper 


Abortion  split  seen  as 
religious  liberty  issue 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  It  wiU  be  “a 
long  time  before  there  is  any  resolution 
of  the  religious  confrontation”  over  the 
abortion  issue,  a  commentator 
summarized  after  such  a  confrontation 
on  NBC  radio  network  last  month. 

The  broadcaster  called  the  issue  “a 
basic  question  of  religious  liberty  — 
whether  one  viewpoint  based  on  firmly 
held  religious  principles  should  be 
embodied  in  law”  even  though  it  conflicts 
with  other  religiously  based  viewpoints. 

His  comments  followed  a  half-hour  of 
statements  from  a  dozen  religious 
leaders,  including  two  United 
Methodists,  which  epitomized  their 
arguments  and  showed  dramatically 
that  the  division  is  not  “a  simple  split” 
between  Protestants  and  Jews  on  one 
side  and  Roman  Catholics  on  the  other 
but  involves  a  wide  diversity  of  opinion 
within  faith  groups. 

The  broadcast  noted  most  Protestant 
and  Jewish  leaders  interviewed  agreed 
that  “abortion  is  the  last  choice  of  people 
in  great  need”  and  were  “almost 
unanimous  in  insisting  that  the  choice 
should  be  available.” 

The  commentator  pointed  out  that 
religious  groups  and  leaders  are  active  in 
current  movements  for  and  against 
legislation  in  Congress  and  also  in 
election  campaigns.  He  said  the 
involvement  is  high  because  this  is  an 
election  year,  even  though  there  are  “no 
new  arguments”  since  the  1973  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  which  limited 
government  interference  in  abortions 
and  overturned  laws  in  all  50  states. 

On  that  religious  involvement,  Bishop 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel  of  Syracuse,  N.Y., 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  headquartered 
here,  noted  that  the  Constitution 
encourages  all  citizens  to  work  for 
changes  in  laws  and  for  protection  of 
freedoms.  “All  I  do  is  influenced  by  my 
faith  and  religious  commitment,  but  that 


commitment  does  not  have  within  it  an 
intolerance  for  others  who  come  from 
another  position.'”  He  added  that  “no  one 
has  the  right  to  interfere  with”  one’s 
freedom  to  practice  his  faith  and  argued 
that  the  Catholic  attempt  to  secure  an 
anti-abortion  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  constitutes  trying  to 
“impose  a  parochial  definition  on  the 
entire  nation.” 

Bishop  Yeakel  also  asserted  that 
“abortion  itself  is  not  the  issue”  but  “the 
freedom  of  choice  of  an  individual  and 
the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  a  person 
in  that  relationship.” 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Thomas  Kelly 
maintained  “abortion  is  always  a  moral 
evil.” 

And  Michael  Taylor  of  the  Catholic 
bishop’s  Pro-Life  Committee  said  that 
church’s  position  is  based  on  the  creation 
story  and  the  New  Testament  command 
to  love  God  and  neighbor. 

Also  heard  were  the  Reform  Jewish 
view  that  the  fetus  is  not  a  person  until 
born,  and  the  stance  of  Orthodox  Jews 
that  a  fetus  is  an  entity  entitled  to  life. 

The  program  reported  a  recent  NBC- 
Associated  Press  poll  showing  53  percent 
of  those  surveyed  agreed  that  every 
woman  who  wants  an  abortion  should  be 
able  to  have  one,  with  43  percent 
opposing.  It  said  another  poll  for  the 
Catholic  bishops,  on  the  statement, 
“Abortions  should  not  be  allowed  under 
any  circumstances,”  found  72  percent 
disagreement,  including  64  percent  by 
Catholics. 

Regarding  the  latter,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
O’Rourke,  president  of  Catholics  for  a 
Free  Choice,  said  most  Catholics  do  not 
believe  in  the  Catholic  position.  But 
Bishop  Kelly  claimed  it  is  not  up  to  the 
opinion  polls  to  determine  Catholic 
teachings,  “but  what  the  bishops  teach.” 


Word  puzzle 

Listed  below  are  eight  New  Testament  men.  Name  them  by  the  clues  of  what 
they  were  or  did,  and  the  blocks  reading  down  will  spell  out  what  they  were  as  a 

group. 

1 .  Replaced  the  betrayer  of  Jesus  1.  _ 

— 

— 

2.  Denied  Christ  three  times  2. 

— 

— 

3.  Doubted  Jesus’ resurrection  3.  ___ 

_ 

_ _ _ 

4.  Betraved  Jesus  4. 

5.  Was  a  tax  collector  5.  _  __ 

— 

— 

6.  Cast  out  unclean  spirits 

in  Samaria  6.  - 

_ 

— 

7.  Brought  his  brother  to  Jesus  7.  —  —  —  — 

- 

- 

8.  Witnessed  Christ’s 

Sources:  (1)  Acts  1:26;  (2)  Matthew  16:18;  (3)  John  20;25;  (4)  Matthew  10:4; 

(5)  Matthew 9:9;  16)  Acts8:6-7;  (7)  1:40-41;  (8)  Mark9:2. 

first  became  intrigued  with  the  Shroud  in 
1974.  Since  then,  other  scientists  have 
joined  him  in  his  research. 

Among  the  tests  they  hope  to  conduct  is 
x-ray  examination,  infrared  radiation, 
high  resolution  photography,  computer 
analysis,  molecular  analysis,  and 
“micro-vacuuming”  for  pollen  tests. 

The  article  in  “Science”  comments: 
“And  so  it  seems  that  modern  science 
and  religion  may  soon  meet  in  a 
cathedral  in  Turin,  with  no  outcome 
guaranteed.  The  circumstantial  case  for 
the  Shroud’s  authenticity,  while 
intriguing,  is  hardly  compelling.  In  light 
of  the  fact  that  it  has  been  largely 
inaccessible  to  scientific  researchers,  it 
must  be  noted  that  some  of  the  existing 
‘data’  about  its  features  could  prove  to  be 
incorrect;  in  any  event,  no  final 
judgment  will  be  possible  until  the  cloth 
is  accurately  dated  and  carbon-14  dating 
is  at  least  a  couple  of  years  away. 
Furthermore,  it  could  turn  out  that 
sophisticated  scientific  examination  will 
reveal  new  information  that  explains 
how  the  image  was  made.” 

One  of  the  scientists  involved  in  the 
research  —  Ray  N.  Rogers,  a  thermal 
chemist  with  the  Los  Alamos  Scientific 
Laboratory  —  is  quoted  as  musing: 

“What  better  way,  if  you  were  a  deity, 
of  regenerating  faith  in  a  skeptical  age, 
than  to  leave  evidence  2,000  years  ago 
that  could  be  defined  only  by  the 
technology  available  in  that  technical 


For  world 

hunger 

FREEDOM 
VILLAGE.  Miss. 
Astronauts?  No, 
beekeepers  — 
for  world  hun¬ 
ger.  Honey 
bees  not  only 
provide  honey 
but  also  polli¬ 
nate  crops,  say 
three  agencies 
i  of  the  Northern 
I  Illinois  con- 
/  ference  of  the 
*  United  Method- 


United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  which 
are  partially 
funding  the 
project. 
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Evangelist  gets  high  marks 
in  recent  teenage  survey 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  evangelist 
Billy  Graham  was  named  the  highest 
achiever  in  the  field  of  religion  in  a  poll  of 
teenagers  taken  by  the  Ladies  Home 
Journal. 

The  report  by  Mary  Susan  Miller 
appearing  in  the  July  issue  of  the  Journal 
was  based  on  a  survey  of  800  junior  and 
senior  high  school  students  in  five  cities 
—  Clearwater,  Fla.;  Montrose,  Colo.; 


80  UM  teenagers  perform  ‘GodspelP 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.  —  "GodspeU"  comes  alive  again  as  80  teenagers  comprising 
the  Chapel  Choir  of  University  United  Methodist  Church  here  performs  an  adaptation 
of  the  popular  Broadway  musical  across  three  states  this  summer.  Chuck  Horton  with 
arms  wide  open  plays  Jesus  and  Paul  Gaffey,  behind  him,  is  John  the  Baptist.  The 
tour  this  year  hits  UM  churches  in  Baton  Rouge  and  Ruston,  La.;  Dallas  and 
Hereford,  Tex. ;  and  Colorado  Springs  and  Denver,  Colo.  university  umc  photo 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 


Christian  friends  can  be  cruel 


Dear  Deborah: 

Six  months  ago  I  found  out  that  I  have 
terminal  cancer.  I  believe  that  I  have 
dealt  with  it  now  and  am  ready  for  either 
a  miracle  or  death  —  at  least  I  accept  the 
death  when  a  miracle  is  denied.  It  has 
been  a  rough  one  for  me  and  my  family. 
What  bothers  me  is  the  cruel  things 
Christian  friends,  well  meaning  ones,  say 
in  their  embarrassment  at  my  situation. 

One  person  said,  "What  sin  have  you 
committed  that  God  is  punishing  you  for ? 
Repent  of  it  and  He  will  heal  you."  I  do 
not  believe  in  a  God  who  uses  terrible 
disease  to  punish  his  children,  thank 
God! 

Several  have  said.  “ It's  God's  will  even 
if  we  don’t  understand  it."  I  do  not 
believe  in  a  God  who  wills  pain  and  death 
to  his  children.  I  do  believe  it  is  WITHIN 
His  will  as  is  everything  good  and  bad 
that  happens,  but  that  He  never  wills  us 
to  suffer. 

Why  do  Christians  lay  it  on  God  when  it 
is  much  more  likely  that  we  human 


Bloomington,  Ind.;  Kirkwood,  Mo.,  and 
New  York. 

Teenagers  were  asked  to  name  the 
famous  man  and  woman  they  thought 
rated  highest  in  qualities  ranging  from 
sex  appeal  to  their  negative  and  positive 
contributions  to  society. 

Albert  Einstein  and  Madame  Curie 
were  considered  the  “most  intelligent” 
man  and  woman.  Bob  Hope  and  Carol 
Burnett  "bring  the  most  laughter  to  the 
world,”  according  to  the  teenage  poll. 

Adolph  Hitler  and  Anita  Bryant  were 
cited  as  the  man  and  woman  who  have 
“done  the  most  damage  to  the  world.” 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
were  viewed  as  the  man  and  woman  who 
have  “done  the  most  good  for  the  world,” 

Richard  Nixon  and  Anita  Bryant  made 
the  teenagers  the  “angriest.”  But  a 
breakdown  of  male  and  female  teenage 
responses  showed  that  boys  were 
angered  most  by  John  Wayne  and  girls 
by  Farrah  Fawcett-Majors. 

Burt  Reynolds  and  Farrah  Fawcett- 
Majors  were  considered  the  “sexiest," 
but  Robert  Redford  and  Cheryl  Ladd 
were  the  ones  teenagers  “like  to  marry.” 
Clint  Eastwood  and  Kate  Jackson  were 
the  famous  people  teenagers  "want  to  be 
like."  Jerry  Lewis  and  Kate  Jackson 
were  considered  “the  kindest.” 

Teenagers  would  give  their  “prize  for 
achievement”  to  Albert  Einstein, 
science;  Dr.  Jonas  Salk,  medicine; 
William  Shakespeare,  literature;  Elvis 
Presley,  music;  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  art; 
Bruce  Jenner,  sports;  Henry  Kissinger, 
statesmanship,  Billy  Graham,  religion; 
and  Anwar  Sadat,  peace. 


Unity  takes 
next  step 
in  England 

YORK,  Eng.  (RNS)  -  England’s 
church  unity  picture  moved  more 
sharply  into  focus  here  when  the  Church 
of  England’s  General  Synod  endorsed  the 
controversial  Ten  Propositions  for  unity. 

As  of  now,  the  Anglicans,  Methodists, 
and  the  United  Reformed  and  Moravian 
Churches  have  approved  the  proposition ; 
the  Churches  of  Christ  are  expected  to  do 
so  shortly,  but  Roman  Catholics, 
Baptists  and  the  Congregational 
Federation  have  rejected  them. 

The  propositions,  published  by  the 
Churches’  Unity  Commission  in  1976,  ask 
the  major  churches  in  this  country  to  join 
in  a  covenant  to  seek  visible  unity  and 
press  for  action  on  intercommunion, 
agreement  on  baptism  and  mutual 
recognition  of  ministries. 

England’s  Methodists  endorsed  them 
at  a  conference  in  June  but  only  on  the 
condition  that  the  Church  of  England  also 
approved. 

The  Anglicans  provided  the  needed 
endorsement  of  the  propositions 
following  4*/2  hours  of  debate  in  which 
complex  amendments  were  passed  but 
the  fundamentals  of  the  propositions 
remain. 

The  propositions  now  will  go  back  to 
the  Churches'  Unity  Commission  for  the 
formation  of  a  draft  covenant  that  will  be 
discussed  by  the  approving  denomina¬ 
tions  in  1980. 

Bishop  David  Brown  of  Guildford 
introduced  the  propositions  before  the 
Anglican  Synod.  “I  believe  the 
propositions  offer  a  path  along  which  we  l 
and  other  churches  may  journey  in  « 
confidence  towards  a  more  truly  catholic  ‘ 
future,”  he  said. 

Key  point  in  the  Ten  Propositions  is  No. 

6  which  covers  eventual  mutual 
recognition  of  ministries  and  acceptance 
by  the  Free  Churches  of  the  historic 
episcopate  into  their  system. 

During  the  Synod’s  debate,  the 
essential  backing  of  the  solid  Anglo- 
Catholic  vote  was  assured  when  the 
Synod  voted,  226  to  219,  on  a  precise 
theological  amendment.  The  church 
wants  all  existing  ministers  in 
covenanting  churches  to  be  accepted  into 
the  historic  ministry,  by  a  distinctive 
sign  for  the  conferring  of  a  gift  by  the 
Spirit,  the  amendment  stated. 

The  Anglican  vote  was  immediately 
welcomed  by  Dr.  Kenneth  G.  Greet 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  Conference 
He  said  the  unwillingness  of  churches  to 
recognize  fully  other  churches’  members 
and  ministries  constituted  “outmodet 
irrelevance.” 


Church  leaders  rap  India’s 
treatment  of  ‘untouchables’ 


beings  have  caused  the  source  of  the 
disease  by  our  misunderstanding  of 
God's  law?  And  I  believe  that  God  has 
given  us  the  resources  to  overcome  all 
disease  and  we  must  learn  how  to  find  the 
answers. 

Please  let  your  readers  know  how 
much  damage  they  can  do  if  they  say 
these  things  even  when  they  mean  well. 

R.  M.A. 

DearR.  M.  A.: 

You  have  said  it  all  and  very  well. 
Christians  have  always  struggled  with 
the  problem  of  suffering  and  belief  in  a 
good  and  gracious  God,  and  the  struggle 
continues.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  the 
answer  but  I  do  know  that  because  God’s 
own  Son  suffered  immeasureably  and 
triumphed  over  it  that  we  too  can 
triumph  —  we  have  the  capacity  to  suffer 
and  to  endure  with  grace. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 
" Dear  Deborah'  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas, 
Tex.  75221. 


BANGALORE  (RNS)  —  A  national 
convention  of  Christian  leaders  has 
described  the  Indian  government’s 
discrimination  against  “Harijan 
Christians”  —  the  untouchables  —  as  a 
grave  social  injustice  and  a  perpetuation 
of  oppression. 

The  convention  was  organized  by  the 
Catholic  Bishops  Conference  of  India,  the 
Catholic  Union  of  India  and  the  National 
Christian  Council  of  India  (an  agency 
representing  Protestant  churches)  and 
attended  by  more  than  200  delegates 
including  Christian  members  of 
Parliament,  archbishops,  bishops  and 
Christian  leaders  of  all  denominations. 

The  term  Harijan  Christians  refers  to 
low-caste  “untouchable”  Hindus  who 
have  embraced  Christianity.  As  low- 
caste  Hindus,  these  people  received 
several  concessions  from  the 
Government  of  India  —  such  as  school 
and  college  scholarships,  loans  for 
houses,  free  land  grants  and  job  quotas 
for  government  service. 

Converts  to  Christianity,  however, 
have  found  such  concessions  withdrawn 
—  on  the  ground  that  Christianity 
recognizes  no  caste  distinctions. 

According  to  some  estimates,  nearly 
seven  million  of  India’s  15  million 
Christians  were  originally  low-caste 
Hindus;  these  seven  million  have  been 
excluded  by  a  1950  presidential  order 
from  “affirmative  action”  programs  for 
the  social  and  economic  uplift  of 
Harijans. 

"Harijan,"  meaning  “child  of  God,”  is 


a  term  coined  by  Mahatma  Gandhi  to 
describe  India’s  much-exploited  low-easi 
Hindus.  “Scheduled  Castes”  are  castes 
mentioned  in  a  certain  schedule  of  the 
Indian  Constitution  as  backward  castes, 
entitled  to  government  assistance. 

Over  the  oast  few  years,  India's 
Christian  community  has  on  several 
occasions  urged  the  government  to 
restore  aid  programs  to  Harijan 
Christians.  The  Bangalore  convention, 
however,  is  the  first  organized  and  united 
expression  of  Christian  opinion  on  what 
is  perhaps  the  most  important  single 
issue  that  affects  the  community  ip 
India. 


|  Poem  of  the  Week 

Back  to  the  angels 

By  WILLIAM  WALTER  DE  BOLT 

You  who  hunger  for  amusement, 
remember  that  in  the  Middle  Ages 
they  debated  how  many  angels 
danced  on  the  point  of  a  needle. 

(If  unable  to  laugh  at  this  logic, 
explain  whether  you  have  failed  m 
algebra, 

or  keep  hiding  a  secret  sin.) 

Since  trouble  rolls  like  thunder 
over  the  plains  of  ennui 
and  the  hill  country  of  hope, 
maybe  it  would  be  better 
to  go  back  to  the  angels. 
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Peoples  Community  Center 


A  United  Way  Agency 


Since  it  was  first  organized  on  July  4,  1922,  the  Peoples 
United  Methodist  Community  Center  has  been  serving  as  a 
refuge  and  social  service  center  for  the  Black  Community  in 
metropolitan  New  Orleans. 

Approximately  100  children  attend  the  Center’s  Day  Care 
program,  which  not  only  provides ‘health  and  educational 
services  but  free  breakfasts,  lunches  and  afternoon  snacks. 

A  recreation  program  for  youths  up  to  18  years  of  age  is 
scheduled  from  3:30  to  8  p.m.  at  the  Center,  located  at  2019 
Simon  Bolivar.  A  special  summer  day  camp,  lasting  about 
two  months,  is  also  included  in  the  Center’s  projects. 

Children  enrolled  in  the  regular  Day  Care  program 
participate  in  reading,  music,  math,  science,  health, 
recreation  and  social  studies  activities.  While  some  activities 
are  selected  on  the  basis  of  the  child’s  maturity,  all  children 
are  exposed  to  arts,  crafts,  music  and  science  movies. 

The  purchase  of  a  neighboring  house,  with  necessary 
repairs  and  renovation,  will  make  it  possible  to  serve 
additional  children  who  are  now  on  the  waiting  list. 

Additional  funds  will  be  needed  to  adequately  compensate 
teachers  and  staff  as  they  continue  to  render  professional 
services  to  help  youth  develop.  Funds  will  also  be  needed  for 
additional  staff  workers,  who  will  be  responsible  for 
initiating  new  programs  for  the  expanded  physical  facilities. 

Volunteers  are  always  welcome  to  participate  by  lending 
their  knowledge  and  skills  in  the  development  of  the  center’s 
programs  and  by  promoting  parental  involvement. 

The  Center’s  staff  feels  fortunate  to  have  a  dedicated, 
active  Board  with  members  representing  various  segments 
of  the  community.  The  Board  works  harmoniously  with  the 
staff  and  director,  Rev.  William  London,  Jr.,  while  serving 
on  such  committees  as  education,  building  and  grounds, 
finance,  public  relations  and  personnel. 


Game  time  during  a  recent  summer  day  camp  recreation 
period 


Churches  To  Honor 
Center,  August  1 3 

On  Sunday,  Aug.  13,  United  Methodist 
Churches  across  the  Conference  will  be 
observing  Peoples  United  Methodist  Community 
Day. 

More  information  about  the  center  can  be  i 

obtained  by  writing  Rev.  William  London,  Jr., 

Director,  Peoples  United  Methodist  Community 
Center,  2019  Simon  Bolivar  Ave.,  New  Orleans, 

La.,  70113,  telephones,  (504)  524-1041  or  524-9495. 

Contributions  can  be  made  today  to  insure  the 
continued  growth  and  development  of  this  much 
needed  facility.  Money  can  be  sent  to  the  Rev. 

Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.,  P.  O.  Box  4303,  Shreve¬ 
port,  71104. 
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Dr.  John  Savage,  consultant  at  Pastor’s  School,  tells  pastors  at  study  session  not  to  be  afraid  of 
changing  Church  School. 

1978  Pastor’s  School 

‘ Radical ?  Maybe .  But  Working 


If  people  aren’t  coming  to  your  church 
school,  if  it’s  not  relating  to  their  needs 
and  problems,  then  it’s  time  to  look  at  the 
program  and  change  it. 

This  is  the  philosophy  Dr.  John  Savage 
shared  with  Louisiana  Conference 
ministers  gathered  at  the  1978  Pastor’s 
School  at  Centenary  College  the  first 
week  of  August. 

President  of  LEAD  Consultants,  one  of 
the  nation’s  largest  religious  consultant 
agencies,  Dr.  Savage  was  one  of  the  main 
speakers  at  the  four-day  school. 

‘‘Churches  have  people  from  the  time 
of  their  birth  to  the  time  of  their  death. 
Very  few  organizations  deal  with  persons 
from  birth  to  the  grave,”  said  Dr. 
Savage. 

During  various  sessions  at  the  Pastor’s 
School,  he  told  how  local  congregations 
can  design  their  own  educational 
programs  breaking  away  from 
traditional  programs  that  may  not  be 
working. 

He  developed  a  unique  educational 
program  that  boosted  Church  School 
attendance  from  40  to  200  while  pastoring 
at  Christ  View  United  Methodist  Church 
in  a  suburban  area  in  New  York. 

After  about  10  months  of  pre-planning, 
he  said  the  traditional  Church  -Seheel 
program  was  buried.  It  was  replaced 
with  three  10-week  and  one  four-week 
sessions  of  various  courses.  There  was  no 
age  limit  set  on  the  courses  and  people 
could  choose  which  one  they  wanted  to 
take  during  the  Sunday  morning  school 
time. 


Students  were  required  to  pay  a  tuition 
fee  of  about  $2  to  $5  per  course.  The 
tuition  was  divided  between  materials 
and  teachers’  salaries.  Teachers 
averaged  about  $2  a  Sunday. 

‘‘That  sounds  radical,  but  it  worked,” 
explained  Dr.  Savage.  After  operating 
successfully  for  years  the  program 
began  to  ‘‘fall  apart”  when  students  were 
no  longer  asked  to  pay  a  tuition  fee  and 
teachers  no  longer  were  paid.  “Why  it 
works  that  way,  I  don’t  know,”  Dr. 
Savage  remarked.  “But,  attendance 
dropped  when  the  tuition  fee  was 
dropped.” 

“Children  developed  very  fine 


attitudes  about  the  Christian  faith  and 
they  came  to  know  Jesus  in  a  personal 
way,”  Dr.  Savage  said. 

“And  it  came  about  because  we  looked 
at  what  was  possible.  You  should  look  at 
all  the  resources  available  for  your 
church;  you  would  discover  more  than 
you  could  ever  use.”  he  said. 

“Look  at  all  the  resources  within  a  50- 
mile  radius  of  your  church— libraries, 
schools,  community  services  —  many  of 
which  are  free.  Too  many  think  they  are 
confined  to  the  resources  within  their 
own  church.  This  is  not  true.  Your 
resources  are  the  entire  community, 
your  state  —  the  world !  ’ ' 


The  Man  Was  Crazy 


“A  Crazy  Man,  a  Crazy  World  and  a 
Sane  Jesus  Christ.” 

This  was  one  of  the  topics  Bishop 
Joseph  A.  Johnson,  Jr.  Bishop  of  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
spoke  about  as  he  led  chapel  services 
each  evening  at  the  recent  Pastor’s 
School  at  Centenary  College. 

Some  131  ministers  from  across  the 
state  attended  the  four-day  meet. 

Taking  his  text  from  Mark  5:1-20,  the 
Bishop,  who  recently  authored 
“Proclamation  Theology,”  explained 
how  the  New  Testament  community  was 
not  disturbed  about  the  insane  man.  They 
only  became  excited  about  Jesus  healing 


the  man  who  wandered  through  the 
graves,  screaming  and  cutting  himself 
with  stones. 

“A  sane  mind  is  a  disturbing  reality. 
Throughout  history,  civilization  has 
found  it  difficult  to  accept  extremely 
sane  men,.”,  the  Bishop  said.  He  referred 
to  President  John  F.  Kennedy  and  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King  who  were  assassinated. 

“Jesus  Christ  is  the  most  sane  man 
ever  known.  Even  on  the  cross  he 
maintained  his  sanity  saying,  ‘Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do. ' 

‘  ‘Jesus  can  bring  sanity  to  the  World.  ’  ’ 


The  United  Methodist 
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‘lOOO  Club’  Calls  Go  Out 


By  CECIL  BLAND 
Chairman  of  1000  Club 

Calls  for  the  1000  Club  to  go  out  during 
the  1978-1979  Conference  year  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  have  been 
announced.  The  First  Call  set  to  go  out  in 
September,  is  for  the  Squyres  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ragley,  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  This  is  a  brand  new 
church. 

The  Second  Call  to  go  out  in  December 
is  split  between  two  churches:  Marshall 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bunkie  in  the 
Alexandria  District  and  Robert’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Denham  Springs  in 
the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District. 

The  Third  Call  to  go  out  in  March  of 
1979  is  also  for  two  churches:  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
in  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 
and  Mt.  Carmel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Clinton,  in  the  same  district. 

The  sum  of  $20,000  is  the  goal  to  be 
raised  in  the  First  Call  of  the  new 
Conference  year  to  go  to  the  Squyres 
United  Methodist  Church.  This  church, 
named  in  honor  of  the  Reverend  Rex 
Squyres,  was  chartered  this  past  Easter 
Sunday. 

It  is  the  third  new  church  to  be 
organized  recently,  the  others  are  St. 
Timothy  in  Mandeville  in  1975  and 
Aldersgate  in  Slidell  in  1976,  following  a 
dry  period  of  some  9  years  in  which  no 
new  United  Methodist  churches  were 
started. 

The  Lake  Charles  district  had 
sponsored  an  “out-post”  church  in  the 
old  abandoned  Ragley  school  at  the 
intersection  of  U.S.  Highways  171  and 
190.  It  is  already  growing  in 
membership. 

Marshall  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bunkie  is  a  small  black  church  that  was 
headed  for  abandonment,  except  for  the 
determination  of  its  members.  Now,  it  is 
starting  to  grow  again.  The  other  church 
on  this  Call  is  Robert’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Denham  Springs,  which,  with 
labor  and  money  supplied  by  its  own 
members,  will~be  reborn  with  help  from 
the  1000  Club.  These  two  churches  will 
split  the  Second  Call  goal  of  $20,000. 

The  Third  Call  is  also  a  split  call, 
between  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  which,  with  the 
knowledge  of  help  from  fellow  United 


Methodists  over  the  Conference,  are 
building  their  new  church  plant  with 
their  own  labor  and  money;  and  Mt. 


The  1000  Club  is  now  26  years  old, 
having  begun  in  1952.  Since  its  beginning, 
the  1000  Club  has  helped  71  churches 
with  $860,000,  all  given  voluntarily  by 
church  men  and  women  over  the 
Conference. 

At  present,  the  goal  for  each  call  is 
$20,000,  but  in  recent  years,  the  Club  has 
not  always  met  this  goal.  New  members 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  the 
'Ordained  Ministry  recently  held  'an 
election  at  the  annual  Pastor’s  School  to 
replace  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy  as  chairperson 
of  the  Board. 

Dr.  Handy  can  no  longer  hold  this 
position  since  his  appointment  as  District 
Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans- 


Carmel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Clinton,  another  small  country  church 
that  has  been  given  a  new  lease  on  life. 


are  needed  now. 

The  1000  Club  is  the  "Church  Builders” 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  with  a 
tremendous  record  of  voluntary  giving  to 
help  their  brother  churches. 

Each  member  is  asked  to  give  just  $10 
to  each  call,  and  there  are  three  calls  a 
year.  If  you  are  not  a  member,  see  your 
pastor  for  information. 


Lafayette  District. 

Dr  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  pastor  of  the 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Ruston,  was  elected  Chairperson  while 
Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  Jr.,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette 
was  named  vice-chairperson  and 
treasurer. 


Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  built  in  Slidell  in  1976,  now 
has  a  membership  of  310  with  an  average  Sunday  attendance  of  290. 
It  is  growing  at  a  rate  of  two  new  members  a  week.  The  budget  of 
$62,000  has  paid  all  askings  for  1978  and  has  established  a  $500 
scholarship  fund  for  youths  in  Christian  education. 

Members  Pledging 
$  1 0  For  Each  Call 


Board  Elects  New  Chairperson 


Around  The  Conference - " 

Taking  ‘Gut  Acceptance’ Behind  Bars 


BOGALUSA  —  “There  has  to  be  a 
gut,  no-doubt-about-it  acceptance  of 
this  fact:  that  prisoners  are  children  of 
God  and  —  God  loves  them,”  the  Rev. 
Bertrand  Griffin  told  the  congregation 
at  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  recently. 
“And  because  he  does,  we  should,”  he 
said. 

Rev.  Griffin,  a  Methodist  minister 
and  chaplain  at  the  Dixon  Correctional 
Institute  in  Jackson,  La.,  spoke  at  the 
church  to  discuss  the  programs 


Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin 


available  through  the  ministry  to  the 
prisoners  in  the  Dixon  prison. 

The  church’s  Commission  on  Social 
Concerns  asked  him  to  speak  so  people 
in  the  community  could  learn  what 
Christian  ministries  and  aid  can  be 
provided  to  the  residents  of  the  coming 
new  prison  and  medical  facility  in  the 
area. 

There  is  a  real  need  lor  ministry  to 
prisoners  and  to  their  families,  Rev. 
Griffin  said.  Not  only  while  the  men  are 
in  prison,  hut  alter  they  are  released  as 
well. 

“Christians  outside  prisons  need  to 
support  people  inside  prisons,"  he  said. 


"Being  a  force  that  is  concerned,  being 
people  who  are  willing  to  do  what  needs 
to  be  done  —  this  is  what  our  ministry 
must  be.” 


MISSISSIPPI  -  Dr.  Thomas  A. 
Carruth  of  Asbury  Seminary  will  be  the 
guest  preacher  of  an  Aug.  13-16  revival  at 
Tchula  United  Methodist  church  in 
Mississippi.  Dr.  Carruth  served  several 
churches  in  Mississippi  before  going  to 
the  General  Board  of  Evangelism 
where  he  began  the  Prayer  Life 
Movement. 


‘Gone  Through  3’ 

LAKE  PROVIDENCE  -  John  J. 
Nelson,  was  recognized  as  senior 
member  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  recently.  Celebrating  his  95th 
birthday,  Nelson  said,  “I’ve  gone 
through  three  Methodist  churches  in 
Lake  Providence.” 

He  was  given  a  live  palm  tree. 


‘Love for  Today’ 

THIBODAUX  -  “Love  for 
Yesterday,  Today  and  Tomorrow,”  was 
the  theme  Mrs.  Albert  Stevenson  of  Mt. 
Zion  United  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans  spoke  about  at  the  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church  recently.  She 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Women’s 
Day  Program. 


Teaching  Children 

LAKE  ARTHUR  —  A  daily  average 
of  52  children  attended  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  Bible  School  in  July. 
At  the  end  of  the  week,  parents 
gathered  to  visit  the  children’s 
classrooms  and  to  watch  the  children 
perform,  Mrs.  Betty  Broussard 
directed  the  school  while  Doris 
Lockwood  served  as  assistant.  The 
children’s  offering  was  taken  to  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home. 


Children  Came 

ALEXANDRIA  —  About  98  black  and 
white  children  recently  attended 
Vacation  Church  School  at  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  theme 
was  “We  Hear  God’s  Word.” 

Saying  Goodbye 

PINEVILLE  —  A  reception  to  honor 
Dr.  Ralph  Dowden  was  recently  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Dr. 
Dowden,  who  has  served  as  choir 
director  for  the  past  three  years,  has 
accepted  a  teaching  position  in  Waco, 
Texas. 

Minister  Dies 

LAFAYETTE  —  Robert  Mack 
Bentley,  80,  a  retired  minister  of  115 
North  Acadian  Drive,  died  Aug.  1. 

He  served  as  a  minister  in  Louisiana 
for  over  30  years  at  Monroe,  Wisner, 
Bunkie,  Pineville,  Shreveport, 
Tallulah,  New  Orleans,  Abbeville, 
Cameron  and  Grand  Chenier.  He  also 
served  in  Alabama,  Florida  and  New 
Mexico. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Myrtis 
Ethel  Wheatley  Bentley. 

Touring 

Facilities 

GREENSBURG  -  Twenty-four 
youths  and  adults  from  Greensburg 
United  Methodist  Church  recently 
visited  Macdonell  Children’s  Services 
in  Houma  and  the  Dulac  Community 
Center.  In  addition  to  touring  these 
facilities  to  learn  how  their  support  is 
put  to  use,  the  group  enjoyed  a  picnic 
and  fun  day  of  fellowship. 

Get-Acquainted 

Party 

BASTROP  —  A  get-acquainted 
reception  was  recently  held  at 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  for 
members  of  Memorial  and  Mer  Rouge 


United  Methodist  Church. 

Since  the  re-alignment  of  the  circuit, 
the  Rev.  George  Sherman  is  now  pastor 
of  both  Memorial  and  Mer  Rouge 
churches.  Formerly,  Beekman  and 
Memorial  were  in  the  same  circuit. 

Music  Man 
Named 

SHREVEPORT  —  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  recently  welcomed 
its  new  director  of  music  ministries, 
John  Ricketts,  and  his  wife,  Donna.  A 
native  of  Kewanne,  Ill.,  John  earned  his 
masters  degree  in  sacred  music  from 
Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas.  He  has  had  experience 
directing  choirs,  including  handbell 
choirs,  in  Texas  and  Illinois. 

Capturing  No.  1 
Title 

SHREVEPORT  —  The  Lakeview 
United  Methodist  Church  Young  Adult 
Softball  Team  captured  the  Shreveport 
Church  Spirit  League  championship 
recently.  Earlier  in  the  season,  the 
church’s  junior-senior  high  girls  were 


John  Nelson 


champions  of  their  division.  Both  teams 
were  coached  by  Mrs.  Pat  Rice. 

Youths  Have 
Spirit 

The  annual  Jurisdictional  Youth 
Ministry  Enterprise  (JYME)  was  held 
in  July  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 
Ark.  All  17  conferences  were 
represented  by  223  youths  and  adults 
who  gathered  for  the  leadership 
development  in  youth  ministry. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of 
Houston,  Texas,  was  the  special 
speaker  for  the  event. 

“JYME  seeks  to  meet  the  needs  of 
youth  and  adult  workers  with  youth. 
There  is  a  new  spirit  and  enthusiasm 
among  our  youth  in  this  jurisdiction," 
said  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Coordinator  of  Youth  Ministry,  John  H. 
(Jack)  Winkler,  Jr. 

Church  Buys 
Home 

DeRlDDER  -  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  recently  purchased  a 
three-bedroom,  brick  parsonage  at  1205 
N.  Texas  St.  It  is  reported  Rev.  Arthur 
Baker  and  his  family  have  moved  in 
and  are  enjoying  the  new  surroundings. 


Owen  Appointed 

RUSTON  —  Dr.  Jason  Owen,  serving 
for  29  years  in  the  department  of 
education  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University,  recently  assumed  duties  as 
program  coordinator  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church. 

His  main  responsibilities  will  be 
working  with  the  Council  on  Ministries 
and  educational  programs.  Former 
head  of  Tech’s  education  department, 
Dr.  Owen  earned  a  doctorate  in 
education  and  was  director  of  the  A.  E. 
Phillips  Lab  School. 


Mini-Tour 

Enlightens 

MAPLEWOOD  —  Members  of  the 
Maplewood  United  Methodist  Women 
recently  took  a  Louisiana  mini-mission 
tour,  visiting  Macdonell's  Children’s 
Services,  Inc.,  in  Houma;  Sager  Brown 
School  for  Children  in  Baldwin;  and  the 
Dulac  Community  Center  at  Dulac. 

One  of  the  travelers  said,  “We  came 
home  tired  but  more  mission  minded." 

Students  Serving 

CENTENARY  —  Approximately  32 
Centenary  College  students  are  serving 
as  summer  youth  and  children’s 
directors  in  local  churches  in  the  South. 

This  is  part  of  the  required  field  work 
in  the  Church  Careers  Program  of  the 
college.  At  the  end  of  the  summer  the 
students  will  make  reports  of  their 
activities. 

About  a  dozen  churches  in  Louisiana 
are  participating  in  the  program  this 
summer. 

Students  are  also  serving  in  Florida, 
Virginia,  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
Oklahoma,  California  and  Texas. 
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‘Test  tube  baby’:  Laws  of  nature 
assisted  rather  than  violated 


The  birth  of  the  world's  first  “test  tube 
baby"  in  England  has  sparked 
predictably  mixed  reactions  around  the 
world  i see  TM/UMR,  August  4.). 

Many  regard  the  birth  of  Louise  Brown 
as  a  triumph  for  medical  science  and  a 
source  of  encouragement  for  couples  who 
previously  have  been  unable  to  conceive 
children. 

Many  others,  including  the  Vatican, 
have  decried  the  technique  which 
resulted  in  Louise  Brown's  conception  as 
“tampering  with  nature."  Some  critics 
are  even  predicting  that  uncontrolled 
expansion  of  this  technique  “will  destroy 
society  and  humankind  as  we  know  it.” 

Although  we  believe  any  form  of 
medical  experimentation  needs  to  be 
conducted  cautiously,  taking  into 
account  ethical  as  well  as  biological 
factors,  we  see  no  ethical  basis  for 
objecting  to  the  technique  developed  by 
Dr.  Patrick  Steptoe  and  Dr.  Robert 
Edwards  which  led  to  the  birth  of  Louise 

Don’t  hold  your 
breath  waiting 
for  better  TV 

Mr.  Fred  Silverman,  new  president  of 
NBC-TV,  has  announced  that  his  network 
will  no  longer  be  a  part  of  the 
“competitive  frenzy”  for  high  ratings 
which,  he  says,  has  resulted  in  many 
quality  programs  being  pushed  off  the 
air. 

If  one  is  concerned  about  the  general 
quality  of  current  television  program¬ 
ming,  one  might  regard  this  announce¬ 
ment  as  a  sign  of  hope. 

But  then  one  must  remember  that  this 
is  the  same  Mr.  Silverman  who,  more 
than  any  other  person,  is  responsible  for 
creating  the  “competitive  frenzy"  over 
TV  ratings  when  he  was  president,  first 
of  CBS  and  then  of  ABC.  And,  more  than 
any  other  person,  he  is  responsible  for 
the  creation  and  airing  of  such  shows  as 
“Charlie’s  Angels,"  "SOAP,”  “Three's 
Company,”  "Happy  Days,”  etc. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Silverman  has  undergone 
a  genuine  transformation  of  attitude  and 
emphasis,  and  the  nation  can  look 
forward  to  many  hours  of  informative, 
wholesome  family  programming  on  NBC 
this  fall.  But  we  won’t  hold  our  breath 
while  waiting  to  find  out. 

A  sad  commentary 

George  Allen,  head  coach  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Rams  football  team,  was  quoted 
in  a  recent  wire  service  story  as  saying 
"the  pursuit  of  victory  is  my  religion." 

We  suppose  it  is  better  to  put  one’s 
idolatry  out  in  the  open  than  to  practice  it 
unknowingly. 

However,  it  is  a  sad  commentary  on 
any  person’s  life  that  his  ultimate  pursuit 
should  be  winning  a  football  game.  Or 
making  a  sale,  or  gaining  a  promotion. 
Or  any  other  form  of  human  endeavor. 
Real  human  fulfillment  comes  from 
worshipping  God,  and  not  our  own 
accomplishments  —  no  matter  how  great 
they  may  be. 


Brown. 

This  technique  involved  uniting  sperm 
from  Miss  Brown’s  father  with  an  egg 
from  her  mother  in  a  test  tube  so  that 
conception  took  place,  and  then 
reimplanting  the  fertilized  egg  in  her 
mother's  uterus.  Her  parents  had  been 
unable  to  conceive  a  child  by  natural 
means  due  to  a  blockage  in  her  mother’s 
fallopian  tubes. 

Far  from  "violating  the  laws  of 
nature,”  the  technique  developed  by  Drs. 
Steptoe  and  Edwards  has  enabled  one  of 
nature’s  highest  purposes  to  be  fulfilled 
when  it  could  not  be  fulfilled  otherwise. 

We  believe  it  is  wrong  to  deplore  a 
creative  advance  in  medical  science  on 
the  basis  of  how  such  an  advance  might 
be  misused.  We  would,  of  course, 
consider  it  immoral  for  "a  woman,  for 
hire,  to  become  pregnant  with  the 
fertilized  egg  of  a  wealthy  couple,  giving 
them  a  baby  without  the  wife  going 
through  the  discomforts  of  pregnancy." 
Likewise,  the  possibilities  of  “cloning” 
and  “selective  breeding"  raise  serious 
moral  questions.  However,  such 
possibilities  should  not  be  allowed  to 
prevent  thousands  of  childless  couples 
from  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the 
technique  successfully  developed  by  Dr. 
Steptoe  and  Dr.  Edwards. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Do  those  of  us  who  wear  a  cross 
also  bare  the  marks  of  Christ? 


By  KENNETH  WRAY  CONNERS 

For  fifteen  years  I  have  been  leading 
and  participating  in  retreats,  serving  as 
guest  speaker  in  many  pulpits,  and 
through  articles  and  books,  striving  to 
translate  theological  ideas  into  language, 
hopefully  understandable  and  of 
significance  to  lay  persons  and  their 
secular  lives.  All  this  has  brought  me  into 
contact  with  numerous  ministers, 
theologians  and  members  of  the  laity, 
who  wear  crosses  to  signify  their 
Christian  faith.  Recently  I  began  to  feel  a 
yen  to  acquire  a  cross,  too. 

The  urge  became  more  compelling 
when  my  wife  and  I  enrolled  in  the  North 
American  Summer  Session  at  Oxford 
University’s  Mansfield  College.  We  had 
attended  in  1966,  and  decided  to  repeat 
what  had  been,  for  us,  a  stimulating 
exposure  to  fresh  theological  thinking  in 
the  company  of  congenial  clergymen  and 
their  spouses. 

"I  would  like  to  find  a  cross,”  I  told  my 
wife,  “which  would  really  convey 
something  of  the  sad,  poignant,  yet 
starkly  beautiful  life  of  a  man  loved  by 
some,  hated  by  many,  and  understood  by 
few,  if  any.  Not  one  of  those  pretty 
crosses  of  gold  or  silver.  Not  an  ornate 
cross  so  untypical  of  Christ’s  simplicity. 


But  instead,  a  cross  made  perhaps  of 
iron.  .  .  strong,  simple,  symbolic." 

And  so  it  came  to  pass  that  during  the 
initial  weeks  of  our  stay  in  Britain,  I 
spent  hours  searching  out  jewelry  and 
gift  shops,  peering  into  display  windows, 
and  prowling  up  and  down  store  aisles 
with  the  avidity  of  a  connoisseur  in  quest 
of  a  masterpiece.  I  must  have  glanced  at 
several  hundred  different  crosses,  and 
closely  inspected  scores  of  others, 
without  finding  what  I  sought. 

Finally,  in  the  Scottish  town  of 
Kirkcaldy,  some  fifty  miles  north  of 
Edinburgh,  a  helpful  store  clerk  sent  us 
to  a  craft  shop  in  an  obscure  part  of  town. 
And  there,  after  describing  our  fruitless 
search,  an  attendant  brought  out  the 
handiwork  of  an  English  craftsman  who 
had  welded  horseshoe  nails  into  a  simple 
but  artistic  cross.  It  had  the  power  of 
steel,  the  starkness  of  the  smithy’s  trade, 
the  brutality  of  body-transfixing  nails, 
yet  a  beauty  of  form  suggestive  of 
Christ’s  supreme  sacrifice  for  us  all, 
despite  our  unworthiness.  And,  almost 
parenthetically,  it  recalled  the  recent 
psychological  play  "Equus”  and  the 
adolescent  boy’s  adoration  of  horses 
which,  to  him,  had  God-like  qualities 
with  which  he  could  identify.  I  bought  the 


Scientists’  tenet  also  good  for  theologians 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  the  July  21  issue 
regarding  the  scientists’  problem 
with  the  “Big  Bang"  theory  of  creation 
left  me  with  the  impression  that  you 
believe  (and  therefore,  so  should  all  of 
us)  that  God  somehow  created  the 
universe  ex  nihiio.  The  illustrative 
etching  at  the  top  of  the  page  would  add  a 
touch  of  slight-of-hand  magic. 

Merely  because  scientists  are  willing 
to  admit  that  they  do  not  have  all  the 
answers  does  not  necessarily  mean  that 
the  theologians  do.  One  of  the  basic 
tenets  of  all  reputable  scientists  is,  “do 
not  form  conclusions  until  all  the 
evidence  is  in."  I  believe  this  should  also 
be  a  basic  tenet  of  theologians  as  well. 

George  Saunderson 

Minnetonka.  Minnesota 

A  significant  warning 

To  the  Editor: 

Frank  Maurovich’s  article  headlined 
"Theology  stirs  debate,”  (TM/UMR, 
July  14, )  was  interesting  and  I  hope  we 
have  more  debate  on  this  important 
subject. 

“The  warning  that  Father  Bonaventure 
Kloppenburg  gives,  “The  new  stress 
placed  on  humanism  and  the  priority 
given  to  the  social  and  political 
dimension  of  the  Gospel  may  well 
eliminate  our  concern  for  personal 
interior  sanctification  and  the  eternal 
salvation  of  individual  souls"  is 
significant  and  I  hope  we  are  hearing 
what  he  says. 

The  writer  of  the  article  states  a  little 
further  on,  "The  Christian  churches  are 
generally  united  when  they  proclaim  the 
meaning  of  Christ’s  birth  in  Bethlehem: 


My  Witn  ess 

Family-sponsored  foundation 
can  help  many  needy  students 


By  LAVERN  C.  DIBBLE 
Foundations  are  the  province  of 
families  like  the  Fords  and  the 
Rockefellers!  Right?  Wrong!  This  is  the 
story  of  the  Dibble  Educational 
F oundation.  We  share  it  that  it  may  be  an 
inspiration  to  others. 

June  16,  1972  was  the  Golden  Wedding 
Day  for  my  wife  and  me.  Our  six  children 
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sought  to  find  a  fitting  tribute  for  the 
occasion.  They  remembered  the  help  and 
inspiration  given  them  in  earning  B.A.s, 
Ph.Ds  and  other  degrees.  They  also  knew 
that  their  parents  helped  a  large  number 
of  other  young  people  to  obtain 
scholarships  and  student  jobs,  and  to  find 
the  right  colleges  and  careers.  Several 
students  who  had  been  dropped  by  their 
colleges  were  counseled,  enrolled  in 
other  colleges  where  they  received  the 
help  they  needed,  and  went  on  to 
successful  life  careers. 

What  better  way  to  implement  further 
work  of  this  kind  than  an  educational 
foundation? 

Our  oldest  son  is  a  lawyer.  He 
established  the  fund  as  a  legal 
corporation,  approved  by  IRS  for  tax 
purposes.  Members  of  the  family,  former 
parishioners  and  friends  were  initial 
contributors  —  nearly  200  of  them.  The 
fund  has  kept  going  in  the  same  way.  The 
final  signing  of  the  Articles  of 
Incorporation  took  place  at  the  Golden 
Wedding  reception  at  the  Niverville  UMC 
which  I  had  served  ad  interim  since 
retirement. 

What  has  happened  to  the  foundation  in 
six  years?  Thirty-three  students  have 
been  helped  with  outright  grants.  Most  of 
our  children  are  in  university  work  and 
they  are  aware  of  the  great  need  for 
quick,  emergency  scholarship  aid.  Most 
of  the  grants  have  been  of  that  nature. 
They  have  gone  to  students  as  far  apart 
as  the  University  of  Maine  and  Florida 
Southern  College.  Two  have  gone  to 
students  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  a  student 
in  the  N  Y.  State  University  system  was 
helped  with  her  year  abroad  as  a 
language  major  in  France.  Six  students 
at  Bethune  Cookman  College  had 
received  grants.  Fourteen  students  at 
community  colleges  have  received 
grants. 

If  you  ask  my  wife  or  me,  we  will  tell 
you  that  our  children  could  not  have  done 
anything  nicer  lor  our  Golden  Wedding. 
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that  on  the  first  Christmas  night  divinity 
entered  into  human  history  ...”  Will  he, 
or  you,  or  anybody  else  give  me  one 
verse  in  the  Bible  which  tells  us  that  "the 
first  Christmas  night”  had  any 
connection  with  Christ’s  birth?  I  think  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  search  out  the 
origin  of  the  word  “Christmas"  and  see 
how  this  term  came  into  the  Christian 
churches  and  why  we  talk  about 
“celebrating  Christmas”  when  no  such 
celebration  is  even  mentioned  in  the 
Scriptures.  wi]burJ 

.  Pomeroy 

Dalton,  Massachusetts 

Quotas  are  morally  unjust 

To  the  Editor: 

Those  UMC  leaders  expressing 
distress  regarding  the  Bakke  decision 
(TM/UMR,  July  7)  apparently  did  not 
comprehend  the  moral  truth  in  Justice 
Powell’s  statement,  “The  guarantee  of 
equal  protection  cannot  mean  one  thing 
when  applied  to  one  individual  and 
something  else  when  applied  to  a  person 
of  another  color.  If  both  are  not  accorded 
the  same  protection,  then  it  is  not  equal.” 

Since  when  does  Christianity  advocate 
privilege  to  an  individual  on  the  basis  of 
color  or  race  alone?  Problems  such  as 
qualifying  for  medical  school  must  be 
faced  and  dealt  with  long  before 
application  for  medical  school  is  made.  It 
is  true  that  many  minority  people  are, 
and  have  been,  disadvantaged.  It  is  also 
true  that  there  are  many  among  the 
minorities  who  have  the  same  or  greater 
advantages  than  the  rest  of  the 
population. 

Under  the  law,  superior  individuals  of 
any  color  who  are  motivated  to  succeed 
should  have  no  problems  with 
discrimination.  The  attitude  of  those 
upset  with  the  Bakke  decision  infers 
there  are  no  qualified  and  success- 
motivated  persons  among  blacks  or 
other  minorities. 

It  is  unfortunate  minorities  have  had  it 
so  bad  for  so  long.  It  is  equally 
unfortunate  some  think  they  should  now 
be  pushed  into  professional  positions 
regardless  of  qualifications  and  this  will 
square  everything  away.  This  does  no 
favor  to  them  or  the  recipients  of  their 
services.  Quotas  based  on  color  alone, 
making  individual  whites  expendable, 
are  morally  unjust.  The  dignity  of  a 
white  person’s  life  is  as  significant  as 
that  of  a  person  of  any  other  race. 

It  is  incredible  Christians  would  speak 
for  propositions  that  discriminate 
against  and/or  degrade  a  person  of  any 
race  in  order  to  elevate  another.  The 
answer  is  not  in  eliminating  one  to 
promote  one  less  qualified.  The  answer 
lies  in  equal  opportunity  to  qualify. 
United  Methodists  concerned  about 
equal  opportunities  for  all  people 
“regardless  of  race,  color  or  creed” 
would  be  well-advised  to  monitor  the 
public  school  system  and  focus  on 
realistic  ways  to  provide  quality 
education  for  everyone  throughout  the 
nation,  beginning  16  years  below  medical 
school  level.  Margaret  L.  Eddy 

Fort  Shaw,  Montana 

Refugee  sponsors  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  glad  to  see  the  article  in  the 
July  21  issue  on  the  refugee  family  that 
was  sponsored  by  the  local  church  in 
Daingerfield,  Texas.  We  certainly  can 
use  terrific  publicity  like  this! 

This  family  was  brought  in  under  the 
auspices  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  and  other  churches 
who  feel  moved  to  consider  sponsorship 
are  encouraged  to  contact  UMCOR  at  the 
following  address:  Ms.  Lilia  Fernandez, 
Secretary  for  Refugee  Concerns, 
UMCOR,  Room  1470,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  New  York  10027. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  interest  and 
concern.  Christine  Mowery 

New  York,  New  York 

Bravo! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  this  letter  in  gratitude  to  Bob 
Phillips  for  his  affirmation  of  the 
pluralism  of  our  church  as  outlined  in  his 
article,  “The  church  is  imperfect,  but 
let’s  view  the  good  side,  too”  (TM/UMR, 
July  21). 

Bravo  to  Bob  Phillips  for  his 
affirmation  of  a  value  greater  than  that 


of  riding  his  own  hobby  horse. 

Bravo  to  Bob  Phillips  for  his 
recognition  that  truth  is  an  elusive  and 
frail  commodity  for  us  human  folk  and 
therefore  to  be  sought  after  with 
humility. 

Bravo  to  Bob  Phillips  for  his 
redeeming  sense  of  humor  which 
celebrates  the  fact  that  we  are  moving  on 
to  perfection,  but  that  we  have  not  yet 
arrived. 

Bravo  to  the  Friday  night  refrigerator 
stew  called  the  United  Methodist  Church 
which  enables  a  liberal  like  me  to 
proclaim  “Bravo!  ”  to  an  evangelical  like 
Bob  Phillips.  Richard  McCaughey 
Camillus,  New  York 
What  can  we  do? 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  from  a  conversation  I  had 
recently  with  a  fellow  United  Methodist. 

“What  can  we  do,  preacher?”  he 
asked.  His  voice  was  a  mixture  of 
disgust,  hurt,  anger  and  hopelessness.  It 
was  a  very  real  cry  for  help. 

He  was  talking  about  the  reap¬ 
pointment  of  an  avowed  homosexual  to 
serve  a  church  in  a  New  York 
conference.  lie  was  also  talking  about 
the  pro-abortion  statements,  issued  by 
some  board  or  board  member  that 
appear  to  speak  for  the  church.  He  didn’t 
like  the  call  for  the  boycott  of  the  states 
failing  to  ratify  the  ERA. 

"What  can  we  do,  preacher?  They 
don’t  seem  to  pay  any  attention  to 
Scripture,  General  Conference  or  anyone 
else.  Who  are  they  responsible  to?”  He 
talked  of  leaving  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  of  going  to  another  de¬ 
nomination.  It  was  obvious  he  did  not 
want  this.  He  sounded  like  a  man  being 
forced  to  leave  the  woman  he  loved.  He 
talked  of  withholding  his  money,  but  you 
could  see  he  would  not  be  comfortable 
with  this.  He  was  a  tither  and  had  been 
taught  to  support  his  church. 

“I  feel  like  I  am  condoning  these 
things,  that  I  am  a  part  of  them  and  yet 
they  are  not  what  I  believe  in  or  see 
Christianity  as  being !  ” 

Deep  inside  I  knew  how  he  felt  and 
when  he  cried,  “What  can  we  do, 
preacher?  ’  ’  I  had  no  answer. 

Kenneth  M.  Perkins 
Corryton,  Tennessee 

Thanks  for  new  insights 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  paper  has  so  helped  me  to  gain 
new  insight  into  United  Methodism.  I 
have  always  been  happy  to  be  a 
Methodist,  but  I  like  the  freedom  to  think 
for  myself  and  commune  with  my  God. 
And  reading  the  stands  taken  in  your 
paper  by  our  membership  has  helped  to 
see  that  we  remain  united  through  our 
freedom  of  diversity. 

Sometimes  I  disagree  with  the 
hierarchy  of  our  church,  but  this  leaves 
us  here  in  our  local  church  to  agree  or 
disagree  without  splintering.  And  we  are 
caused  to  evaluate  the  issues  — 
indifference  cannot  light  on  informed, 
concerned  Christians. 

Jean  Shaffer 
Carthage,  Missouri 

Christians  shouldn’t  try 
to  evangelize  the  Jews 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  recent  Public  Broadcasting 
System  magazine,  was  a  feature  story 
about  Christians  and  Jews  in  Dallas. 
After  reading  it  I  wondered  why  the 
Christians  who  are  seeking  to  evangelize 
the  Jews  never  seem  to  be  concerned 
about  evangelizing  the  Nazis?  or  the  Ku- 
Klux  Klan?  These  two  organizations 
openly  flaunt  their  determination  to  do 
away  with  any  but  Aryan  ideas,  not  to 
mention  their  hatred  for  non-Aryan 
peoples.  Isn’t  it  possible  that  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  properly 
presented  to  them  might  bring  them  to 
their  senses? 

As  for  the  Jews,  it  might  be  well  for  all 
of  us  to  ponder  the  words  of  Paul  in 
Romans  11:25-28,  "For  I  would  not, 
brethren,  that  ye  should  be  ignorant  of 
this  mystery,  lest  ye  should  be  wise  in 
your  own  conceit;  that  blindness  in  part 
is  happened  to  Israel,  until  the  fullness  of 
the  Gentiles  be  come  in.  As  concerning 
the  gospel,  they  are  enemies  for  your 
sakes;  but  as  touching  the  election,  they 


are  beloved  for  the  father’s  sake.” 

Let  me  reiterate:  Let  us  leave  the  Jews 
alone,  and  turn  our  evangelizing  loose 
upon  the  ones  who  need  it  —  be  they 
Nazis,  Klansmen  or  our  many  youthful 
criminals.  RuthErder 

Abilene,  Texas 

Warning  issued  regarding 
pictorial  directory  firm 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  print  this  letter  in  the  earliest 
possible  issue  of  TM/UMR  for  the  benefit 
of  all  our  UM  churches  across  the  nation. 

There  is  a  photographer  by  the  name  of 
Mr.  Leo  Behrens  who  is  the  proprietor 
and  owner  of  Behrens  Family  Portrait 
Artists  in  Westmont,  Illinois.  He  signed  a 
contract  with  our  church  for  a  pictorial 
directory.  This  contract  was  signed 
about  two  years  ago  and  so  far  we  do  not 
have  the  directory. 

We  have  repeatedly  called  him  and 
have  reminded  him  of  his  obligation,  but 
he  has  failed  to  do  anything  but  assure  us 
that  “the  directory  is  coming.” 
Sometimes  such  people  can  put  church 
leaders  in  an  embarrassing  situation 
before  their  congregations.  This 
photographer  went  to  most  of  our 
congregation’s  families,  took  their 
orders  for  an  average  of  about  $30  per 
family,  and  never  came  up  with  the  di¬ 
rectory. 

Please  alert  all  United  Methodist 
Church  pastors  and  lay  leaders  of  this 
fact.  We  hope  that  no  Methodist  church 
will  ever  sign  a  contract  with  this  man. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

George  E.  David 
Tampico,  Illinois 

Why  shun  supernatural? 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  fine  presentation  of 
the  interviews  conducted  with  a  group  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  graduates 
concerning  their  “call”  (TM/UMR, 
June  9.) 

It  was  a  good  article,  but  there 
appeared  a  kind  of  bias  in  the  report 
which  was  rather  clearly  seen  in  the 
opening  paragraph,  toward  anything 
remotely  resembling  the  supernatural. 
The  “bolts  of  lighting,  flashing  neon 
lights  or  zaps  from  a  heavely  voice”  have 
never  been  God’s  exclusive  vehicles  into 
the  human  heart.  But  He  has  used  such 
vehicles!  The  “mystical  touch  on  the 
shoulder”  experienced  by  Isaiah, 
Jeremiah,  Amos,  and  St.  Paul  was 
authentic,  was  it  not?  Does  our  present- 
day  theological  training  leave  any  room 
for  the  mystical?  Is  it  necessary  for  us  to 
put  any  references  to  the  supernatural  in 
quotes?  Does  being  a  rational  person 
exclude  the  supernatural  experience? 

One  student’s  statement  that  “the 
•call’  has  moved  away  from  the  mystical 
and  supernatural  to  a  real  concern  for 
the  here  and  now”  is  an  incredible 
statement!  Is  there  any  suggestion 
whatsoever  in  biblical  theology  that  a 
mystical  and  supernatural  call  is 
anything  other  than  a  call  to  be 
concerned  about  the  here  and  now? 

William  H.  Hinson 
Columbus,  Georgia 

A  refreshing  picture 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  the  picture  in  the  July  21  is¬ 
sue  with  the  caption  “UM  Charisma  tics 
hold  healing  service.”  I  agree  with  the 
statement  about  “The  substantial  impact 
the  Wesleyan  holiness  tradition  has  had 
on  the  worldwide  Charismatic  renewal.” 

The  picture  in  question  related  to  the 
laying  on  of  hands.  “They  shall  lay  hands 
on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover.” 
Mark  16:18.  Also  Jesus  stated  according 
to  the  gospel  of  John  14:12  “verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  he  that  believeth 
on  me,  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do 
also;  and  greater  works  than  these  shall 
he  do;  because  I  go  unto  my  Father.” 

Many  of  our  good  people  suffer 
needlessly  when  the  gospel  is  not  fully 
demonstrated,  through  unbelief,  but 
praise  the  Lord  anyhow.  Thanks  again 
for  the  refreshing  picture  in  the  land  of 
dryness.  God  is  using  the  Charismatic 
movement  to  fill  the  thirsty  earth. 

William  H.  Eachen 
Gate  City,  Virginia 


Kenneth  Conners 
cross  with  a  feeling  akin  to  reverence. 

But  now  comes  the  interesting  sequel 
to  my  successful  search. 

I  began  wearing  the  cross  atop  my 
turtleneck  sweaters,  feeling  a  bit  self- 
conscious  at  displaying  a  symbol  so 
powerful  it  attracted  attention  and 
evoked  questions  from  many  who  stared 
at  it  intently.  But  more  important,  the 
symbol  began  to  have  an  effect  upon  me. 
Instead  of  finding  the  cross  decorative 
and  in  itself,  self-sufficient  and  self- 
fulfilling  —  a  danger  inherent  in  all 
symbolism  —  I  found  it  clearly  pointing 
to  the  reality  and  the  challenge  of  Christ. 
Not  only  was  it  a  sobering  symbol  of  his 
sacrifice,  but  it  became  a  constant 
reminder  of  his  command  to  love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves.  Soon  I  found 
myself  consciously  striving  to  measure 
up,  however  inadequately,  to  Christ’s 
expectations  of  us  —  whether  by 
restraining  my  impatience,  endeavoring 
to  be  more  helpful  to  strangers,  showing 
a  more  attentive  interest  in  what  others 
had  to  say,  or  offering  greater  sympathy 
and  compassion  for  those  less  fortunate. 

But  if  the  effect  on  me  of  wearing  the 
cross  was  sobering,  the  thought  of  its 
effect  on  others  intensified  my  concern. 
For  without  this  symbol  of  my  faith,  I 
had  been  traveling  incognito  ...  a 
“Christian  anonymous."  Any  action  of 
mine  so  thoughtless,  so  rude,  so  irritating 
as  to  occasion  an  angry  reaction  from 
another  had  not  reflected  on  the 
Christian  religion.  Others  might  have 
labeled  me  an  S.O.B.,  but  not  “that 
hypocritical  Christian  S.O.B. !  ”  I  had  not 
been  under  judgement  by  my  peers  .  .  . 
only,  inevitably,  by  God!  But  now,  by 
wearing  the  cross,  I  was  inviting  all  those 
I  encountered  to  reassess  their  opinion  of 
Christianity  —  either  confirming  their 
previous  judgement,  or  modifying  their 
opinion  in  the  light  of  my  conduct.  I  had 
become,  for  better  or  for  worse,  an 
identifiable  ambassador  of  the  Christian 
faith. 

All  of  which  leads  to  a  larger  question: 
with  crosses  being  worn  literally  by 
millions  of  Christians  today,  how 
faithfully  and  conscientiously  are  we 
responding  to  the  challenge  this  symbol 
presents?  Is  the  cross  simply  an  item  of 
costume  jewelry,  worn  as  a  decorative 
accent  for  our  apparel?  Or  if  we  wear  it 
...  or  bare  it  .  .  .  because  of  what  it 
symbolizes,  are  we  appropriating  the 
benefits,  the  joy,  the  assurance  that 
Christianity  offers  without  assuming  the 
obligations  and  responsibilities  of 
servanthood? 

Do  members  of  the  clergy  look  upon 
their  symbols  of  office  —  whether  aerobe, 
a  stole,  a  clerical  collar,  a  cross  or.  a 
crucifix  —  as  a  sign  of  status  and 
privilege  or,  instead,  as  a  reminder  that 
a  good  shepherd’s  first  concern  is  for  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  his  sheep,  and 
the  recovery  of  any  that  may  stray? 

Do  we  lay  persons  really  minister  daily 
to  others,  ever  alert  to  the  needs,  the 
suffering,  the  inequities  imposed  on  so 
many  of  our  brethren  by  our  so-called 
Christian  society?  Do  we  wear  the  cross 
lightly  and  proudly,  but  fail  to  bear  it 
steadfastly  and  sacrificially? 

In  a  word,  do  those  who  see  our  symbol 
of  Christianity  also  glimpse  a  bit  of 
Christ  in  us? 

“ Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Kenneth 
Wray  Conners,  is  a  member  of  the  First, 
Germantown  UMC  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  (Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference.) 


Historically  our  church  had  an 
evangelistic  fervor.  We  now  seem 
static,  reporting  in  the  last  decade 
one  million  fewer  members.  To  re¬ 
verse  this  trend  evangelism  is  a 
current  Missional  Priority  with  a 
three-fold  hope: 


•  attract  people  to  Jesus  Christ 

•  bring  these  new  followers  into 
Christ's  redemptive  community 

•  strengthen  Christian  nurture 
through  the  church  school 

Your  part  In  reversing  our  declin¬ 
ing  trend  is  to: 

•  let  Christ  be  Lord  of  your  W* 

•  witness  to  this  fact  and  seek 
new  disciples  for  Christ  and  the 
church 

•  help  your  congregation  take 
seriously  this  Missional  Priority 

•  support  your  church  school 


For  more  information  write:  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Communications, 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL 
60201,  or  the  Division  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship, 
Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202 
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Deaf  to  find  help 
in  new  UM group 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  A  new 
organization  to  help  develop 
ministries  with  United  Methodist 
deaf/hearing  impaired  persons  met 
nere  July  24-26  and  elected  Fred 
Watterson  (right)  their  first 
president.  The  United  Methodist 
Congress  for  the  Deaf,  Inc.,  was 
attended  by  77  persons  from  15  states. 

Mr.  Watterson,  who  directs  the 
ministry  to  the  deaf/hearing  impaired 
at  Christ  UMC,  Tulsa,  is  shown 
leading  a  workshop  at  the  Congress. 

Marjorie  Lutz,  new  staff  person  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministry  related 
to  the  deaf,  said  she  anticipates  con¬ 
tinued  growth  of  UM  ministries  to  all 
persons  with  hearing  impairments. 

In  the  lower  photo,  Janice 
Chapman,  El  Reno,  who  is  deaf,  is 
interpreting  one  of  the  lectures  at  the 
Congress  for  Russell  Allmon,  Guthrie, 
who  is  blind  as  well  as  deaf.  He  is  able 
to  read  her  signs  by  his  keen  sense  of 

touch.  OKLAHOMA  CONTACT  UMR  PHOTOS 


‘Loving  people  into  church’  urged 

Relational  evangelism  group  told  to  do  as  Christ  did:  listen ,  care 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

COLORADO  SPRINGS  -  “Relation¬ 
al”  evangelism  means  loving  people  into 
the  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  that  task, 
by  any  name,  is  urgent,  more  than  300 
United  Methodists  from  24  predominant- 
ly-Western  states  were  exhorted  here 
over  and  over  again  last  week. 

Church  persons  can  bring  people  into 
the  community  of  faith  the  same  way 
Christ  did:  by  listening,  caring, 
“meeting  needs  and  healing  hurts,”  a 
four-day  Conference  on  Relational 
Evangelism  was  told.  That’s  what 
relational  evangelism  is. 

But  first  church  members  have  to 
recapture  their  own  excitement.  "If  it 
doesn’t  happen  to  you,  it  won’t  happen 
through  you,”  the  assembly  was  warned. 
Then  they  must  believe  that  the  church 
should  grow— recommitted  to  the  Great 
Commission  to  "go  and  make  disciples.” 

On  both  counts,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  "stagnated,”  a  barrage  of 
church  leaders  in  evangelism  told 
participants,  who  were  hosted  by  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  here, 
largest  UM  church  in  the  Western 
Jurisdiction,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Sections  on  Evangelism  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference. 

But  insisting  that  signs  of  hope  are 
emerging  after  a  12-year  UM  decline  in 
winning  new  converts  —  and  that  new 
strategies  are  now  available  to  churches 
which  truly  want  to  grow  —  the  speakers 
fleshed  out  the  kind  of  evangelism  they 
believe  can  turn  the  church  around. 

"Be  with  people  in  such  a  way  that  they 
know  they  are  special  to  God,”  said  the 
Rev.  Lloyd  Ogilvie,  senior  minister  of 
Hollywood  Presbyterian  Church, 
Hollywood,  Calif.,  and  leader  in 
relational  theology.  "Be  to  one  another 
what  Christ  has  been  to  you.  When  you 
meet  people  where  they  are  and  have 
earned  the  right  to  be  heard  by  your 
caring  and  your  prayer,  you  can  show 
them  God.” 

"Establish  a  human  relationship  of 
such  trust  and  rapport  that  it  becomes  a 
foretaste  of  the  divine-human  re¬ 
lationship  we  hope  other  persons  will  es- 


Report  they  are  ridiculed 

Evangelicals  rap  UM  seminaries 


WILMORE,  Ky.  (UMC)  -  After 
comprehensive  study  of  United 
Methodist  serhinaries,  the  "Good  News” 
Board  of  Directors  has  concluded  in  a 
policy  statement  that  the  schools  tend  to 
stereotype  evangelicals  and  direct 
ridicule  and  antagonism  toward  them, 
and  that  contemporary  evangelical 
theology  is  not  presented  fairly,  if  at  all. 

“Good  News”  is  an  evangelical  caucus 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
Rev.  Charles  Keysor,  editor  of  "Good 
News"  magazine  and  executive  director 
of  the  organization,  explained  that  teams 


of  three  or  four  evangelicals  were  sent  to 
United  Methodist  seminaries  in  late  1977 
and  early  1978.  They  spoke  with  students 
at  the  schools  and,  along  with  "Good 
News”  board  members  who  had 
attended  the  seminaries,  provided  the 
information  used  in  the  study. 

"Large  numbers  of  evangelical 
students”  found  stereotyping  and 
caricaturing  of  evangelicals  as  "narrow, 
bigoted,  fundamentalist  and 
unscholarly,”  Mr.  Keysor  noted,  He  said 
it  "is  very  hard  to  say  how  many  exactly, 
but  their  numbers  are  legion.” 


Finance  agency’s  law  suit  may 
be  headed  for  Supreme  Court 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  ( UMC)  -  The  issue  of 
whether  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  should  be 
retained  as  a  party  to  the  financial 
troubles  of  the  Pacific  Homes  retirement 
care  network  appeared  here  July  31  to  be 
headed  for  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Samuel  W.  Witwer  Sr.,  chief  legal 
counsel  for  GCFA,  said  such  a  move  is 
being  studied  as  a  result  of  a  decision 
July  27  by  the  California  Supreme  Court 
which  in  effect  leaves  untouched  a  March 
20  ruling  by  San  Diego  Superior  Court 
Judge  Ross  G.  Tharp.  That  decision 
dismissed  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  a  denomination  lrom  a  $266  million 
class  action  suit  brought  by  some 
residents  of  the  homes,  but  left  GCFA  as 
a  defendant  along  with  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  and 
others. 

Judge  Tharp  subsequently  has  been 
disqualified  by  a  California  appeals  court 


from  any  further  proceedings  in  the  case 
on  the  grounds  he  has  shown  bias  and 
prejudice  in  his  handling  of  certain 
issues  pending  before  him  at  the  time  of 
his  decision  against  GCFA.  (See 
TM/UMR,  July  28. ) 

Mr.  Witwer  said  a  move  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  would  be  in  the  form  of  a 
request  for  a  review  of  the  Tharp  ruling 
related  to  GCFA  on  the  grounds  it  in 
effect  constitutes  an  interference  with 
establishment  of  religion  in  violation  of 
the  First  Amendment  to  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  also  is  a  violation  of  the 
due  process  clause. 

This  comes  about,  GCFA  attorneys 
argue,  because  the  judge’s  decision 
ascribes  to  the  fiscal  agency  a  role  and 
powers  wholly  divergent  from  those  set 
out  in  the  church’s  "Book  of  Discipline.” 

In  his  decision,  Judge  Tharp  said 
"GCFA  controls  the  purse-strings  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  dominates 
all  church  activities  in  the  nation.” 


curncuphone 


YES!  Someone  is  ready  to  respond  to  your  questions,  concerns, 
and  suggestions  about  United  Methodist  curriculum.  The  main 
function  of  CURRIC-U-PHONE  is  to  help  local  churches  interpret 
and  use  these  resources.  Call  our  toll-free  number  and  trained 
personnel  will  answer  your  questions  firsthand  or  refer  you  to 
someone  who  can! 

Call  1-800-251-8591  from  8  a  m.  to  4  p.m.  (CST)  toll-free.  ClimCU-phOne 

'Tennessee  residents  are  asked  to  call  615  749-6482  collect. 


keepsu-intouch 


The  policy  statement  written  by  Rev. 
James  Heidinger  of  the  East  Ohio 
conference  asks  that  seminaries  move 
beyond  stereotyping  “to  a  new 
understanding  of  evangelicals.”  Mr. 
Keysor  said  all  evangelicals  are  not  anti¬ 
social  action  or  isolationist,  nor  are  they 
for  “flat,  mechanical  literalism”  in 
interpreting  the  Bible. 

In  addition  to  stereotyping,  the  study 
found  that  evangelical  students  often 
encounter  "antagonism,  hostility  and 
ridicule”  in  United  Methodist 
seminaries.  In  part,  Mr.  Keysor 
acknowledged,  this  is  based  on 
misunderstanding.  But  at  times  it  is  also 
based  on  a  clear  understanding  of  what 
evangelicals  believe  and  attacks  on  those 
beliefs,  he  added. 

Liberals  accuse  evangelicals  of  being 
dogmatic,  he  said,  but  liberals  can  be 
dogmatic  toward  evangelicals.  "There  is 
also  a  hostility  toward  Christian 
orthodoxy,”  which  is  directed  at 
evangelicals,  he  added. 

The  third  conclusion  drawn  from  the 
study  was  that  UM  seminaries  don’t  deal 
seriously  with  evangelical  theology. 

Mr.  Keysor  cited  the  two  theories  of 
authorship  of  the  book  of  Isaiah  in  the 
Bible  as  an  example.  In  the  experience  of 
many  evangelicals,  UM  seminaries 
taught  only  the  liberal  view  that  more 
than  one  person  wrote  the  book,  and  the 
one-author  theory  was  either  not  dealt 
with  or  held  up  for  ridicule. 

Mr.  Keysor  said  more  conservative 
seminaries,  including  Asbury,  Gordon- 
Conwell,  Trinity  and  Fuller,  had  a  "more 
truly  educational  approach”  and  dealt 
with  both. 

"The  evangelical  movement  has 
progressed  since  the  1920s,”  Mr.  Keysor 
noted,  "and  it  is  a  complex  subculture, 
with  many  different  strata  within  it,"  but 
United  Methodist  seminaries  don’t  show 
this.  The  policy  statement  suggests  more 
faculty  from  the  orthodox  tradition 
should  be  hired  in  UM  seminaries. 

The  policy  statement  stemming  from 
the  study  was  released  July  24  at  the 
"Good  News”  board  meeting  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  organization’s 
Eastern  Convocation,  July  24-27  in 
Dover,  Del.  (See  TM/UMR,  Aug.  4.) 

$150,000  challenge 
offered  to  complete 
Wesley’s  Chapel 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMC)  — 
The  Kresge  Foundation  will  give  $150,000 
toward  completing  restoration  of 
Wesley's  Chapel  in  London  if  U.S.  United 
Methodists  will  raise  an  additional 
$150,000,  World  Methodist  Council 
officials  here  have  announced. 

The  combined  $300,000  would  put  the 
United  Methodist  Church  over  the  top  in 
its  efforts  to  raise  a  total  of  $875,000  for 
the  restoration  project. 

To  date,  more  than  $660,000  has  been 
contributed  by  Methodists  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada  toward  restoring  the  historic 
building. 


tablish  with  God,”  was  the  way  the  Rev. 
James  Cowell,  minister  of  evangelism  at 
First  UMC  defined  "relational  evan¬ 
gelism. 

Building  "bridges  of  care”  with  friends 
and  family  is  undoubtedly  the  single 
most  effective  way  of  bringing  persons 
into  the  Christian  community,  said  the 
Rev.  George  Hunter,  evangelism 
executive  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville. 

Witness  and  “with-ness”  go  hand  in 
hand  in  showing  God’s  love  for  persons, 
according  to  Robert  Mitchell,  executive 
director  of  Young  Life.  In  communi¬ 
cating  "a  Gospel  which  is  so  beautiful,  so 
right"  to  young  persons,  Mr.  Mitchell 
said— but  not  only  to  young  persons— 
one  must:  (1)  go  where  they  are;  (2)  do 
things  with  them;  (3)  treat  them  as  in¬ 
dividuals;  and  (4)  have  a  sense  of  humor. 

Calling  on  church  persons  to  recover 
Paul’s  "apostolic  optimism,”  the  Rev. 
Joe  Harding,  pastor  of  Central  United 
Protestant  Church,  Richland,  Wash.,  one 
of  the  UMC’s  fastest-growing  churches, 
said  there  are  two  reasons  for  "certainty 
which  is  not  wishful  thinking”:  (1)  "We 
know  we  are  loved  and  thus  are  free  to 
loye;”  and  (2)  Today’s  people  have  new 

Churches 
named  sites 
for  training 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
COLORADO  SPRINGS  -  Four  United 
Methodist  congregations  have  thus  far 
been  named  as  centers  for  teaching  and 
modelling  evangelism  as  part  of  the 
denomination’s  missional  priority  on 
evangelism,  a  Board  of  Discipleship 
executive  said  here  last  week.  Seven 
other  "schools”  are  expected  to  train  up 
to  1,000  evangelism  leaders  by  the  end  of 
1979. 

The  Rev.  George  Hunter  told  TM/UMR 
that  Hyde  Park  Community  United 
Methodist  Church,  Cincinnati,  has 
already  been  the  site  of  a  two-day 
training  event  for  80  pastors  in  the  West 
Ohio  Annual  Conference.  A  Conference 
on  Relational  Evangelism  held  here  last 
week  at  First  UMC  was  a  second  pilot 
project  launched  at  "bell-weather” 
churches  across  the  denomination. 

Future  training  events  in  evangelism, 
witness  and  church  growth  are  planned 
at  Fraser  Memorial  UMC,  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  and  Central  United  Protestant 
Church,  Richland,  Wash.,  Dr.  Hunter 
said. 

Eventually,  he  noted,  three  or  four 
other  local  churches  will  be  the  setting 
for  events  of  varying  length  and  depth. 
The  five-  or  six-day  schools,  sites  for 
which  have  not  yet  been  selected,  will 
offer  indepth  training  both  for  pastors 
and  laypersons  who  will  then  be  qualified 
to  train  other  leaders  and  consult  with 
churches  needing  help. 

Dr.  Hunter  said  that  while  various 
training  models  are  being  studied,  he 
sees  great  value  in  holding  events  at 
local  churches  “where  exciting  things 
are  happening  in  evangelism.” 

Women  deny 
charges 
of  bishop 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Mai  H.  Gray, 
president  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  has  affirmed  the  integrity  of 
the  division  staff  and  its  process  of 
decision  making  in  response  to  criticism 
from  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of 
Rhodesia. 

In  a  special  message  to  the  United 
Mjethodists  in  the  United  States,  printed 
in  the  Aug.  4  issue  of  the  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter, 
Bishop  Muzorewa,  a  member  of  the 
Rhodesian  Executive  Council,  criticized 
a  resolution  on  Rhodesia  that  was 
adopted  by  the  Women’s  Division  last 
spring. 

The  resolution  had  stated  that  a 
“viable  solution  (in  Rhodesia)  must 
include  all  parties”  and  expressed 
concern  that  the  current  arrangement 
may  lead  to  violent  confrontation. 

In  criticizing  the  resolution,  Bishop 
Muzorewa  said  that  "the  UMC  Women’s 
Division  was  influenced  by  a  certain  staff 
member  into  taking  what  I  consider  an 
unfortunate  and  misguided  position. 
What  my  sisters  in  Christ  did  not  know 
was  that  this  child  of  God  is  an  ill- 
informed  and  fanatical  supporter  of  the 
so-called  Patriotic  Front  and,  in 
particular,  Mr.  Joshua  Nkomo.” 

Ms.  Gray  said  in  response  to  the 
bishop's  comments  that  the  staff  person 
referred  to,  Mia  Adjali,  "for  13  years  has 
been  on  our  staff  at  the  United  Nations 
and  since  1968  has  been  our  executive 
secretary  for  the  United  Nations  and 
International  Affairs.” 

According  to  Ms.  Gray,  "the  Women’s 
Division  has  historically  supported  black 
majority  rule  in  southern  Africa, 
including  Zimbabwe  (Rhodesia).  It  has 
been  and  is  our  hope  that  the  transition  to 
majority  rule  will  be  as  peaceful  as 
possible,  and  we  appreciate  the 
difficulties  faced  by  Bishop  Muzorewa  in 
his  present  position.” 

Noting  that  the  resolution  "did  not 
discuss  personalities  and  did  not  favor 
any  party,"  Ms.  Gray  said,  "We  are 
sorry  that  a  political  difference  has  led  to 
a  personal  attack  on  the  Women’s 
Division  and  one  of  its  staff.” 


confidence  in  one  another;  they  are  not 
as  competitive.  There's  more  celebration 
of  the  things  God  has  done,  he  said— and 
he  called  on  the  church  to  share  the  cele¬ 
bration. 

To  an  audience  of  more  pastors  than 
laypersons,  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Lacour, 
senior  pastor  of  First  UMC,  declared  that 
"evangelism  begins  in  the  pulpit.  If  it 
doesn't  happen  with  the  pastor,  it  won  t 
happen.”  Dr.  Lacour  charged  pastors  to 
ask  "What  is  my  dream  for  the  church? 
Does  this  church  share  my  dream?  ” 

A  model  for  growth  in  any  church,  he 
claimed,  must  be  to  win  persons  to 
Christ,  nurture  them  as  they  grow  in 
faith,  and  train  them  to  bring  more 
persons  into  the  Christian  faith. 
Incorporating  those  principles.  First 
UMC  has  created  a  five-year  plan  for 
"constructing  disciples"  and  creating 
new  churches  in  the  Colorado  Springs 
area,  he  said. 

In  one  of  a  number  of  workshops  on 


strategies  and  resources  for  evangelism 
in  the  local  church,  Dr.  Hunter,  head  of 
UMC's  evangelism  efforts,  outlined  some 
trouble-spots  for  local  church  outreach: 

•  Pastors  trained  to  be  "non-directive" 
in  pastoral  situations,  who  "wait  until 
people  visit  to  consider  them  prospective 
members”; 

•  Repetitive  use  of  evangelism 
methods  which  don't  work  —  "which  is 
like  trying  to  pick  wheat  with  a  corn- 
picker  "; 

•  Worship  services  and  music  which 
are  not  indigenous  to  the  persons  one 
hopes  to  reach; 

•  Competition  among  several  United 
Methodist  churches  in  a  community  for 
the  same  persons. 

He  called  on  local  churches  to  know 
their  communities,  get  to  know  the 
persons  and  the  needs  which  exist  and 
"ask  for  response  in  ways  that  fit.” 
There  is  simply  no  "one  way"  to  reach 
unchurched  people,  he  said. 


Church,  not  individual, 
called  to  be  evangelist 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

COLORADO  SPRINGS  —  Evangelism 
must  be  the  normal,  ongoing  activity  of 
the  entire  local  church  all  the  time  —  not 
"a  special  activity  for  special  people  at  a 
special  time,”  a  leading  minister  of 
evangelism  declared  last  week  at  a  Con¬ 
ference  on  Relational  Evangelism.  (See 
related  story.) 

The  church,  not  a  single  individual,  is 
"the  evangelist,”  said  the  Rev.  James 
Cowell,  of  First  UMC  here,  and  it’s  the 
entire  fellowship  which  must  receive 
persons,  nurture  them  and  send  them  out 
again. 

Calling  each  local  church  to  be  a 
"center  for  evangelism,”  Mr.  Cowell 
listed  nine  steps  he  believes  must  first  be 
taken: 

(1)  Come  to  grips  with  the  meaning  of 
the  word  "evangelism.”  In  many 
churches,  “evangelism  is  still  a  word 
that  cannot  be  used!”  There  is 
homework  to  be  done  in  the  history  and 
theology  of  evangelism. 

(2)  Decide  if  you  really  want  your 
church  to  grow.  Many  persons  realize 
that  the  church  "must  either  grow  or 
perish”  —  yet  many  others  really  do  not 
want  their  church  to  get  larger.  Nor  do 
they  feel  responsible  for  “planned 
parenthood"  (creating  new  churches.) 
Face  the  question. 

(3)  Understand  the  imperative  to 
"make  disciples."  Winning  persons  is  not 
enough.  Nurturing  persons  as  they 
continue  to  grow  in  faith  is  an  ongoing 
process.  Provide  lay  training  to  equip 
persons  for  discipleship,  not  just  for 
"evangelism.” 

(4)  Understand  your  congregation. 
Determine  what  holds  your  congregation 
together  and  gives  it  a  sense  of  unity. 


Decide  whom  your  congregation  ex¬ 
cludes,  perhaps  unconsciously.  Discover 
why  persons  drop  out  of  your  church. 

(5)  Understand  your  community.  As 
Robert  Schuller  of  Garden  Grove 
Community  Church  in  California  says, 
"Find  a  need  and  fill  it.  Find  a  hurt  and 
heal  it.”  Persons  whose  needs  are  met  by 
members  of  a  congregation  will  want  to 
be  a  part  of  that  congregation.  Decide  if 
you  want  to  provide  a  program  that  will 
meet  those  needs. 

(6)  Understand  the  steps  of 
evangelism.  George  Sweazy.  in 
"Effective  Evangelism,”  lists  four: 
contact,  cultivation,  commitment  and 
conservation.  Our  work  isn’t  over  when 
we  have  gotten  persons  to  face  toward 
God,  Mr.  Sweazy  writes:  we  must  then 
get  them  to  walk  toward  Him. 

(7)  Help  your  members  learn  to  share 
their  story  of  faith.  Most  persons  can 
gain  confidence  in  telling  about  their  own 
pilgrimage  of  faith  —  with  help. 

(8)  Develop  a  theology  and  a  concept  of 
conversion.  Talk  about  conversion,  not 
only  in  small  groups  but  before  the  entire 
gathered  congregation.  The  local  church 
will  not  thrive  and  fulfill  its  mission 
simply  by  receiving  persons  on  transfer 
of  membership.  Are  we  helping  persons 
make  initial  decisions  to  accept  Christ? 

(9)  Understand  outreach  in  a  “rela¬ 
tional"  way.  Mr.  Cowell  concluded  by 
quoting  the  late  William  Barclay:  "Real 
evangelism,  as  Jesus  saw  it,  meant  the 
entry  to  the  home,  the  sitting  down 
beside  the  person,  the  opening  of  heart  to 
heart,  the  search  for  communion,  for  the 
moment  of  transparency,  the  moment 
when  Jesus  really  comes.” 


Wheelchair- ers  protest 

SPRINGFIELD,  Tenn.  —  Protesting  the  city’s  apparent  lack  of  concern  for  the 
needs  of  handicapped  persons,  more  than  100  handicapped  persons  began  a 
parade  here  July  14.  Arthur  Garrison  (right  in  above  photo),  confined  to  his 
wheelchair,  tries  to  negotiate  a  hometown  curb  to  demonstrate  a  common 
problem  for  handicapped  persons  all  over  the  country. 

Behind  him  in  a  wheelchair  is  the  Rev.  Robert  Standhardt  and  his  wife  Sharon 
Kay  (on  crutches)  who  came  the  28  miles  from  Nashville  to  join  the  Springfield 
residents  in  the  protest. 

Mr.  Standhardt,  coordinator  of  the  Upper  Room  telephone  prayer  ministry  for 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  displays  a  poster  on  his  wheelchair  (lower  photo), 
affirming  United  Methodist  concern  for  the  rights  of  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions. 

"People  don’t  see  many  handicapped  persons,  so  they  think  there  aren’t  many 
there,”  Mr.  Standhardt  said.  "They  don’t  realize  that  the  reason  they  don’t  see  us 
is  because  so  many  obstacles  are  out  there  that  we  can’t  get  around  our  own 
communities  and  can’t  even  get  into  public  buildings.” 

TENNESSEE  CONF.  UMR  PHOTOS 
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What  do  you  say  about  such  a  man  as  that? 


U 'Gl’ST  II.  I!)7K 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  Rev.  Carlyle 
Mamey.  popular  Kaplist  minister, 
author,  lecturer  and  founder-director  of 
Interpreters'  House.  Lake  Junaluska. 
N.C.,  died  July  J  of  a  heart  attack.  His 
life  and  ministry  influenced  many  United 
Methodists,  particularly  ministers.  One 
of  them  was  the  Rev.  Rod  Saunders, 
campus  minister  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  who 
wrote  the  following  tribute,  edited  here  to 
conform  to  available  space. 

By  ROD SAUNDERS 

What  do  you  say  about  a  man  who 
gives  you  and  most  everyone  he  meets  a 
new  or  renewed  sense  of  self-worth? 
What  do  you  say  about  a  man  who  calls 
you  "brother"  when  he  knows  how  highly 
you  hold  him  in  regard?  What  do  you  say 
about  a  man  who  "never  set  out  to  live  on 
the  north  end  of  Wolf  Pen  Mountain  but 
set  out  for  the  Holy  City”’? 

If  you  ever  had  the  chance  to  know 
Carlyle  Marney,  you  could  say  a  great 
deal.  Without  trying  hard,  you  could 
write  a  good  sized  book.  Yet,  try  as  you 
might,  you  could  never  capture  in  print 
the  measure  of  such  a  man.  As  true  as 
that  is,  many  of  us  will  write  something, 
for  Marney  ("Only  my  mother  calls  me 
Carlyle")  is  as  worthy  of  pen  and  ink  as 
any  person  most  of  us  will  ever  know. 


No  one  else  I  have  ever  met  had  such 
an  ability  to  see  so  quickly  behind  the 
masks  of  a  person.  He  would  listen  a  bit, 
then  ask  a  question  that  seemed  at  first 
to  have  little  to  do  with  what  had  been 
said  —  so  very  reminiscent  of  the 
questions  One  a  few  thousand  years  ago 
had  a  penchant  for  asking.  And  within 
just  a  few  moments  of  dialogue,  you 
realized  he  knew  you  as  you  really  were, 
and  it  was  okay,  that  "whatever  you’re 
packin',  it  will  be  all  right." 

The  first  time  I  ever  saw  him  I  watched 
as  he  lit  his  pipe,  clouding  the  air  in  front 
of  his  face  and  over  his  head,  all  the  time 
listening  to  a  man  who  was  questioning 
him.  And  then  Mamey  put  one  of  those 
right-on-target,  gut  questions  that 
brought  realization  to  the  venturing  man. 

I  excitedly  butted  in  to  ask  how  he  did 
that,  and  he  said,  "I  watched  his  feet  as 
he  talked.  They  were  shuffling  around.  If 
you  listen  to  a  man’s  words,  you’ll  miss 
the  man."  And  he  went  right  back  to 
working  with  the  gentleman  with  the 
shuffling  feet. 

Even  though  he  was  right  about 
persons  most  of  the  time,  he  never  made 
that  the  issue.  “I’m  just  guessin’;  you’re 
here  to  correct  me  if  I’m  wrong,"  he 
would  say. 


Rural  churches  told 
to  brace  for  growth 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  Having  survived 
more  than  one-half  century  of  dwindling 
membership  as  Americans  streamed 
from  the  country  to  the  cities,  rural  and 
small  town  churches  must  now  brace 
themselves  to  deal  with  new  growth  and 
change. 

That  was  the  prediction  and  the 
challenge  on  the  lips  of  experts  in  both 
population  trends  and  church  growth,  as 
600  persons  from  10  Protestant 
denominations  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  met  here  July  31 -Aug.  3  for  a 
national  Festival  on  Religion  and  Rural 
Life. 

"We  are  in  for  stormy  years  ahead,” 
predicted  Dr.  Orrin  Morris,  coordinator 
for  the  Home  Mission  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  —  one  of 
several  panelists  asked  to  comment  on 
the  future  of  town  and  country  churches. 
"The  migration  back  to  rural  areas  has 
begun,  and  as  city  dwellers  move  back  to 
the  country  the  whole  picture  of  ministry 
there  will  change."  Dr.  Morris  and 
others  on  the  program  warned  that 
friction,  brought  about  in  rural 
communities  as  former  city  dwellers 
move  in  with  differing  lifestyles,  must  be 
dealt  with  by  the  church. 

"The  church  has  the  most  important 
ingredient  for  renewal  —  leadership," 
Dr.  Lloyd  Wright,  a  district 
superintendent  from  the  South  Indiana 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  told  participants 
during  a  keynote  address.  "Pastors  and 
key  laypersons  can  be  the  core  group  to 
start  redeeming  the  quality  of  life  in  your 
community.  You  need  only  to  claim  it  as 
a  mandate  from  God.  You  need  only  to 
believe  that  He  wants  you  to  be  involved 
in  change  in  your  community.’’ 

Dr.  Wright  said  the  church’s  role  in 
change  in  rural  communities  is  not  only 
theologically  mandated  but  is  practically 
necessary  in  many  communities  where 
to  be  a  church  leader  also  means  to  be  a 
community  leader. 

Dr.  Wright  pointed  to  three 
presuppositions  in  town  and  country 
churches  today  which  "tend  to 
immobilize"  the  church  in  the  face  of 
change: 

•  The  small  church  syndrome  —  “We 
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talk  of  being  from  small  churches  and 
act  as  though  that  relieves  us  from  any 
responsibility  for  being  creative  or 
intentional  about  our  role  in  community 
redemption,"  he  said.  Pointing  out  that 
most  United  Methodist  churches  would 
label  themselves  small,  he  said 
smallness  is  no  excuse  for  not  being  in 
ministry  in  the  community.  "Quit 
thinking  of  yourself  as  small  church 
people  and  move  into  redemptive  work," 
he  said. 

•  The  four  walls  syndrome  —  “Many 
persons  get  caught  up  thinking  about  the 
church  as  a  building  or  a  place,"  he  said. 
"Mission  is  always  limited  by  persons 
who  think  that  the  only  work  of  God  is  to 
take  place  inside  a  particular  set  of  four 
walls.”  Dr.  Wright  said  a  healthy  church 
must  care  for  its  members,  share  its 
faith  with  the  community  and  join  in  the 
global  outreach  of  the  denomination. 

•  The  lack  of  theology  for  life  —  “To 
claim  new  missional  thrusts  demands 
that  we  have  a  theology  for  all  of  our 
life,"  he  said.  Only  by  keeping  a  balance 
in  caring  for  its  members,  reaching  out 
to  others  and  being  involved  in  global 
mission  can  a  local  church  remain 
healthy  and  capable  of  meeting  change, 
Dr.  Wright  said. 

Meanwhile,  a  panel  of  persons  involved 
in  religion  in  rural  life  offered 
participants  views  about  the  future  for 
the  church  in  rural  America  between 
now  and  the  end  of  the  century : 

Dr.  Mance  Jackson,  professor  from  the 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center 
in  Atlanta,  Ga.  (a  black's  view)  — 
"Black  people  will  rediscover  their  love 
for  the  soil  and  will  make  the  necessary 
sacrifices  to  return  to  the  land  and  own 
and  work  it.  The  rural  black  church  will 
assume  its  responsibility  for  rural 
blacks  who  are  poverty-stricken.  And  the 
ministry  of  the  black  church  to  humanize 
this  society  —  a  movement  suspended 
with  the  death  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  —  will  be  picked  up  and  carried 
forward  by  the  black  church." 

Ralph  Kennedy,  Lamar,  Ind.  (a 
farmer’s  view)  —  "Rural  people  will  be 
faced  more  and  more  with  the  challenges 
of  new  people  in  the  community.  They 
will  be  faced  with  their  responsibility  to 
minister  to  these  newcomers.  " 

Billie  Nowabbi,  New  York,  N.Y.  (a 
Native  American's  view)  —  "Within  the 
native  community  there  will  be  more 
self-sufficiency.  We  will  see  a 
strenthening  of  native  cultures  and  many 
persons  who  have  migrated  to  the  cities 
will  return  to  the  reservations  and  rural 
areas  to  resume  traditional  life.  Native 
people  will  —  with  great  struggle  — 
retain  their  identity  as  people." 

Dr.  Don  Paarlberg.  Purdue 
University,  Lafayette,  Ind.  (an 
agricultural  economist's  view)  —  "I 
believe  that  in  the  next  10  years  we  will 
see  the  following:  (1)  agricultural 
science  will  continue  to  develop  at  about 
the  same  rate  as  in  recent  years;  (2) 
major  famine  will  be  avoided;  (3)  the 
economy  will  continue  to  grow;  (4) 
inflation  will  continue  at  increasing 
rates;  (5)  major  war  will  not  occur;  (6) 
public  resistance  to  new  programs  will 
grow;  (7)  there  will  be  little  divisiveness 
in  society  and  (8)  farms  large  enough  to 
be  efficient  will  make  a  profit.  He 
predicted  that  small  family  farms  will 
survive  only  where  the  owner  is  willing  to 
work  a  second  job  outside  the  farm. 

More  than  one-half  the  participants 
during  the  four-day  festival  were  United 
Methodists  from  across  the  country. 
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His  language  was  common,  earthy,  full 
ot  Southern  flavor  and  farm  and  animal 
illustrations,  and  gutsy.  It  was  rarely,  if 
ever,  cross  or  harsh,  but  heavy  laden 
with  the  only  proper  accent  —  one  that 
was  "South  of  Gawd.  " 

Yes,  he  was  a  die-hard  Southern  rebel 
—  though  he  would  tell  of  surprisedly 
learning  that  his  East  Tennessee  great 


who  labelled  him  a  humanist.  I  think  that 
rarely  bothered  him  because  he  knew  he 
was  using  the  best  of  psychology, 
philosophy,  sociology,  medicine,  history, 
theology  and  tradition  and  that  he  was 
deeply  rooted  in  understanding  the 
human  condition. 

Besides,  he  was  the  most  deeply  rooted 
scriptural  person  I  have  ever  met,  seen 


Carlyle  Marney  was  a  man  who  demonstrated 
time  and  again  what  he  said  of  the  Christ:  “real 
personhood,  the  best  of  the  breed.” 


grandfather  was  a  Yankee  soldier 
(because  his  ancestors  dated  back  to 
Revolutionary  War  days  when  they 
received  land  grants  as  payment  for 
Union  service,  and  were  thus  deeply 
loyal  to  the  Union. )  Mamey  told  this  on 
himself  to  illustrate  that  no  one’s  closet  is 
free  of  skeletons,  that  each  of  us  have  our 
cellar  filled  with  folk,  all  of  whom  are 
products  of  some  80,000  or  more 
generations  of  genetic  wheeling  and 
dealing,  mixing  and  messing. 

Oh,  he  had  his  detractors  —  and, 
ironically,  it  was  often  other  Christians 


or  heard.  He  never  just  quoted  Scripture. 
When  he  quoted,  in  either  Greek  or 
Hebrew,  he  would  analytically  explain  it 
within  the  historical  context,  stating  the 
tradition  that  it  followed  or  drew  upon, 
showing  the  human  experience  which 
gave  it  meaning,  and  relating  it 
personally  to  himself  and  those  around 
him. 

No,  he  was  never  just  a  humanist, 
rather  a  depth  "understander"  of  the 
human  condition  with  a  realistic  view  of 
persons,  but  always  with  an  eye  to  the 


Outfielder  credits  Lord  for  inner  peace 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Jack  Clark,  22,  is  the  new  rightfielder  for  the  pennant- 
contending  Giants  Baseball  Club  here.  As  a  rookie  last  season,  he  remembered, 
“there  w  ere  times  when  I  felt  like  walking  out  on  the  team.” 

Instead,  he  began  attending  the  team’s  chapel  services,  and  confided  in  Gary 
Lavelle,  the  relief  pitcher,  who  is  the  Giants'  spiritual  leader.  "It  relaxed  me,”  said 
the  youthful  outfielder,  “I  could  see  the  Lord  blessing  my  life.  Pm  not  a  Jesus  freak, 
but  I  have  inner  peace."  He  also  has  a  reputation  as  one  of  baseball's  best  young 
hitters.  religious  news  service  photo 


Two  books  reviewed 

China  missions  ’ picture 
said  fair  if  read  together 


"China:  Search  for  Community"  by 
Raymond  L.  and  Rhea  M.  Whitehead, 
Friendship  Press,  1978,  68  pp.. 

paperback,  $2.75. 

“Religion  in  China"  by  Richard  C. 
Bush,  Argus  Communications,  1978,  82 
pp.,  paperback. 

By  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Contributing  Editor 

Here  are  two  fresh  books  on  China 
missions  that  must  be  read  together  if 
one  is  to  get  a  fair  picture  of  the  religious 
situation.  Unfortunately,  only  one  is 
listed  for  reading  in  this  year’s  special 
study  for  United  Methodists. 

All  four  who  produced  the  books  were 
missionaries  when  my  wife  and  I  were 
serving  the  church  in  Hong  Kong-Taiwan 
in  1968-72.  Raymond  L.  and  Rhea  M. 
Whitehead,  Canadians,  have  written  the 
paperback,  "China:  Search  for 
Community.  '  Richard  C.  Bush,  head  of 
fine  arts  and  humanistic  studies  at 
Oklahoma  State  University,  has  done 
"Religion  in  China"  along  with  his  wife, 
Mary,  doing  some  of  the  photographs  for 
this  handsome  82-page  paperback,  well 
annotated  for  mission  study. 

All  four  of  these  devoted  people  are 
Chinese-speaking  and  Chinese-thinking. 
The  Whiteheads  have  been  recent 
visitors  in  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China.  Dr.  Bush  is  the  author  of  a 
monumental  study,  "Religion  in 
Communist  China,"  which  took  the 
turbulent  story  down  to  the  recent  Great* 
Leap  Forward  and  the  Cultural 
Revolution. 

If  the  reader  wants  a  cautious  but 
enthusiastic  apologetic  for  the 
Communist  experiment,  turn  to  the 
Whitehead  book.  But  if  you  want  to 
understand  what  religion  means  and  can 
mean  to  the  Chinese  people,  both  for  and 
against  Communism,  wherever  they  are 
living,  you  will  read  the  well  balanced 
account  of  the  movement  of  folk  religion 
in  the  Bush  book.  The  two  books 
supplement  each  other. 

The  intellectuals  among  the  Chinese 
people  and  don’t  forget  that  their 


civilization  is  many  centuries  older  than 
ours  —  are  fundamentally  individualists, 
both  philosophically  and  religiously.  This 
makes  the  development  of  community 
spirit  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
family  (still  the  heart  of  Chinese  living) 
exceedingly  difficult,  and  Mao  Tse- 
tung’s  heroic  achievement  correspon¬ 
dingly  newsworthy.  But,  along  the  way 
Mao  seems  to  have  discovered  the  real 
community  is  achieved  only  with  the 
compassion,  confession  of  guilt,  and 
reconciliation  with  God  and  humankind 
that  a  more-than-human  self-image 
makes  possible.  In  some  of  his  later 
writings  Mao  seemed  to  be  reaching, 
with  a  strange  sort  of  wistfulness,  for  this 
Higher  Power.  A  people,  as  well  as  a 
persons,  cannot  lift  themselves  by  their 
sociological  boot  straps. 

In  my  view,  the  Whitehead  book 
(which  is  the  one  recommended  for  UM 
study  this  year)  could  have  looked  to  the 
future  and  given  the  whole  missionary 
enterprise  new  life.  They  could  have 
showed  us  how  to  help  the  wonderful 
Chinese  people  make  their  own 
individual,  different  and  unique 
contribution  to  the  future  of  Christianity. 
And  the  Chinese  can  do  this,  not  by 
imitating  us,  but  by  making  their  own 
discoveries  on  the  basis  of  their  own 
background. 

Some  aspects  of  the  Whitehead 
apologetic  leave  me  cold.  The  efforts  to 
explain  the  "weaknesses"  of  the  church 
by  thumbnail  sketches  of  "the  visible 
church,"  the  "Lord  of  History,”  the 
"Values"  and  "Mirror"  approaches 
seem  to  me  pathetic.  How  much  better  to 
point  out  the  lessons  that  Marxism,  as 
adapted  by  the  Chinese,  will  have  to 
learn  if  it  is  to  survive  in  China. 

As  Dr.  Bush  demonstrates,  Chinese 
history  has  some  suggestions,  even  if  the 
Western  church  does  not.  The  Chinese 
have  had  many  revolutions.  Christianity 
will  have  to  come  out  of,  not  apart  from, 
their  "Chinese-ness,"  he  maintains. 

Bishop  Nall.  TM/UMR  contributing 
editor  and  retired  United  Methodist 
bishop,  lives  in  Clearwater.  Fla. 


"best  ol  the  breed"  —  the  lifestyle  of  the 
Christ. 

When  writing  about  Mamey  the 
temptation  is  never  to  stop,  especially  as 
you  learn  of  his  death  two  weeks  arid  a 
day  after  it  happens  and  you  have  neither 
seen  nor  read  anything  else  about  his 
death.  You  wonder  what  will  happen  to 
Elizabeth  (his  wife),  and  to  Edna,  Faye 
and  Dr.  Bixler  (his  staff).  You  wonder 
what  will  happen  to  Interpreters'  House 
and  the  ministry  he  so  adeptly 
performed.  You  desperately  want  it  to 
continue,  knowing  the  vast  need, 
knowing  it  most  likely  will  not. 

You  realize  that  he  was  right,  when 
speaking  of  the  despair  of  death  he  said, 

"It’s  much  better  when  your  pastor 
comes  for  him  to  have  nothing  to  say." 
He  was  right  when  he  recognized  the 
truth  in  Albert  Outler's  comment  to  him, 
"The  day  you  believe  in  resurrection  is 
the  day  you  die  or  the  day  you  have  to  sit 
with  someone  who  is  dying"  —  or  the  day 

you  grieve  over  a  brother's  death. 

On  practically  all  Interpreters’  House 
information  and  stationery  is  a  picture  of 
a  sculpture  called  "Compassion."  The 
artist,  Gina  Gilmour.  was  17  when  she 
did  it.  Marney  saw  it  at  a  fair  (when  he 


was  a  pastor  in  Raleigh,  N.C. )  and  asked 
what  it  was.  She  told  him  it  was  Buber’s 
"I-Thou." 

Marney  asked  her  where  she  learned 
about  that  and  she  said,  "From  listening 
to  you  on  Sunday  morning," 

"But  isn’t  your  father  the  Presbyterian 
minister?"  he  asked. 

"Yes,  but  he  lets  me  come  to  listen  to 
you  on  Sunday." 

The  sculpture  shows  a  person 
scrunched  up  on  his  haunches  with  hands 
hiding  his  face,  while  a  second  person 
squats  with  his  arm  around  the  other’s 
shoulders,  looking  with  intense  concern 
toward  the  hidden  face.  It  well 
represents  Ruber's  "I-Thou."  It  well 
represents  compassion.  But  it  even 
better  represents  Marney,  a  man  who 
demonstrated  time  and  again  what  he 
said  of  the  Christ:  "real  personhood,  the 
best  of  the  breed.  " 

Few  persons  you  will  ever  meet  will 
better  know  their  cellar  or  will  have  a 
more  crowded  balcony  than  Marney. 
Those  of  us  who  knew  Carlyle  Marney,  if 
only  briefly,  were,  are  and  will  be 
forever  blessed.  Truly,  he  was  a  man  of 
God. 


Appointability  needs 
study,  bishop  claims 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  reappoint¬ 
ment  of  an  avowed  homosexual  to  a  local 
church  willing  to  accept  him  carries 
implications  for  the  itinerant  system  of 
ministers  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  according  to  Bishop  W.  Ralph 
Ward  Jr.,  of  the  denomination’s  New 
York  Area. 

“Someone  may  be  acceptable  in  a 
(particular)  charge  (local  church)  but 
not  appointable  elsewhere,  the  bishop 
said.  "That  becomes  a  problem  for 
Methodist  polity.  It’s  the  question  of 
itineracy.  We  are  supposed  to  have  an 
inclusive  church  where  anyone  should  be 
able  to  go  anywhere. 

“The  whole  church  needs  to  look  at  the 

UMC’s  ‘Will 
Rogers’  dies 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  Rev. 
Glenn  “Tex”  Evans  —  humorist, 
preacher,  missionary  and  evangelist  — 
died  here  July  25  at  the  age  of  67  after  a 
lengthy  bout  with  cancer. 

Once  referred  to  as  "United 
Methodism’s  Will  Rogers,”  Tex  drew  his 
nickname  from  his  homestate  but 
because  of  his  love  of  preaching  was 
often  referred  to  as  “Preacher." 

“If  two  people  will  stand  still  or  one 
person  will  walk  slow  I’ll  preach  the 
Gospel,”  he  often  quipped. 

During  a  memorial  service  at  Calvary 
UMC  here  July  30,  Board  of  Discipleship 
staff  member  Harold  K.  Bales  praised 
Tex  for  turning  “abstractions  into 
action”  with  such  strategies  as  the 
Appalachia  Service  Project. 

Launched  by  Tex  in  1969,  the  project 
began  with  50  youth  and  adult  volunteers 
who  refurbished  four  homes.  This 
summer  the  project  is  involving  more 
than  3,000  volunteers  in  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee. 

“Tex  launched  a  number  of  strategies, 
all  aimed  at  relieving  poverty,  injustice 
and  pain  around  the  world,”  Dr.  Bales 
observed.  “His  legacy  is  found  in 
thousands  of  persons  who  have 
discovered  meaning  in  servanthood  and 
many  more  thousands  whose  lives  are 
freer  from  hurt  and  suffering  because 
they  have  been  the  recipients  of  loving 
service.” 

Another  project  begun  by  Tex  was  the 
construction  of  water  wells  in  India  to 
provide  fresh  water  for  villagers  and 
employment  for  the  workers.  During  the 
week  of  his  death,  his  personal  goal  of 
funding  20  wells  was  reached. 

His  ministry  ranged  from  pastoral 
assignments  through  missionary  service 
in  Hawaii  to  direction  of  Henderson 
Settlement  in  Kentucky  to  the  staff  of  the 
boards  of  evangelism  and  discipleship. 
He  retired  from  the  latter  board  in  1976. 
He  was  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference. 


issue,”  he  stated. 

To  work  on  the  matter  of  appointabil¬ 
ity,  Bishop  Ward  recommended  and  the 
New  York  Annual  Conference  cabinet 
approved  the  naming  of  a  nine-member 
task  force.  The  group  will  begin  work  this 
fall  and  report  to  the  cabinet. 

The  action  grew  out  of  the  conference’s 
rejection  of  the  bishop  and  cabinet’s 
recommendation  that  an  avowed 
homosexual  minister,  the  Rev.  Paul 
Abels,  not  be  reappointed  to  a  New  York 
City  church  but  placed  on  leave  of 
absence. 

An  editorial  in  the  July  28  issue  of  The 
Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter  expressed  bafflement  as  to  why 
the  Board  of  Ministry  of  New  York 
Conference  “refused  to  consider  the 
ministerial  character  of  the  Rev.  Paul 
Abels."  Instead,  says  the  editorial,  the 
issue  was  approached  with  the  question, 
“Is  the  confessed  lifestyle  of  this  person 
rendering  him  ineffective  in  the  practice 
of  his  ministry  at  the  Washington  Square 
Church?" 

The  chairman  of  the  board,  the  Rev. 
David  Houston,  concluded  Mr.  Abels  is 
performing  a  “fantastic  Christian 
ministry"  in  “one  of  the  toughest  places 
in  the  world.” 

Bishop  Ward,  when  asked  why  he 
heeded  the  Board  of  Ministry  if  he  felt  it 
overstepped  its  responsibilities  in 
recommending  Mr.  Abels’  reappoint¬ 
ment,  said:  “He  was  appointable  in  a 
local  church.  Since  he  didn’t  plan  to 
leave,  I  had  no  alternative." 

A  second  editorial  in  the  same  issue  of 
TM/UMR  suggested  that  bringing  Mr. 
Abels  to  trial  is  “the  only  responsible 
course  of  action  left  open  to  Bishop  Ward 
and  his  cabinet  if  they  are  to  uphold  the 
church’s  biblical,  theological  and  social 
principles." 

Asked  by  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  if  he  intended  to  bring  charges 
against  Mr.  Abels,  Bishop  Ward  replied, 
“No  comment." 

Alaska  school 
ends  first 
year  in  black 

ANCHORAGE  (TM/UMR)  -  Alaska 
Methodist  University  ended  its  first 
fiscal  year  after  being  closed  for  a  year 
with  a  balanced  budget,  President  Glenn 
Olds  announced. 

The  school  not  only  stayed  within  its 
$850,000  budget,  Dr.  Olds  told  the  Board 
of  Trustees  executive  committee  last 
month,  but  it  also  finished  the  1978  fiscal 
year  with  the  first  budget  surplus  anyone 
can  remember. 

He  attributed  the  carry  over  reserves 
for  the  new  year  to  "tough  and  tight 
management,  decisive  economies, 
heroic  and  personal  sacrifice  by  a 
dedicated  staff  and  the  personal 
generosity  in  time  and  support  of  many 
friends  of  AMU." 
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ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for  Youth 
and  Camping  Ministries,  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Begins 
January  1,  1979.  Deadline  for  applications: 

September  20.  1978.  Write  to:  2200  S.  University 
Blvd.,  Denver,  Colo.  80210  for  job  description  and 
application  forms 

SEVEN-DAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  for  missions. 
January  13-20,  1979.  Write  WOMITO.  P.0  Box 
660515.  Miami  Springs,  Fla.  33166. 

COLOR  CATALOGUE  ON  HOLY  LAND,  craft, 

supplies  and  souvenirs.  Available  for  $2.00  — 
refundable  on  first  order.  Send  check  to.  "The  Three 
Arches  of  Bethlehem,"  Box  5291.  Lakeland.  Fla. 
33803. 

WESLEY  HIGHLIGHTS  TOUR  OF  BRITAIN, 
including  rededication  of  Wesley  Chapel.  Oct.  23- 
Nov.  6.  1978,  led  by  several  ministers  of  Northern 
Illinois  and  Indiana  Conferences.  Exciting  program 
and  itinerary.  For  information  write:  Rev.  Fred 
Conger,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  727  Harlem 
Ave.,  Glen  View,  111.  60025.  Phone  (312)729-1015. 

COME  LIVE  WITH  US-Gracious  retirement  living 
for  25  women  All  rooms  private  and  on  ground  floor. 
No  nursing  care— no  entry  fee  Reasonable  monthly 
rates  Non-profit  Sherick  Memorial  Home.  2502 
Utica  Ave  ,  Lubbock.  Tex  79407  <  806  >  799-8600.  Ola 

R  Haley.  Director. 

LONELY.  CHRISTIAN  WOMAN  seeking  friendship 
with  sincere,  caring  gentleman  any  age  Many 
interests.  25.  5  4'  .  135  lbs,  Write:  Boxholder.  P.O. 
Box  3594.  Laureldale.  Pa.  19605  | 

EXPERIENCED  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  desires 
fulltime  position.  Hold  MM  degree  and  degree  in 
Bible.  Write  or  call :  Leslie  Barlett,  1325  N.  Berwick, 
Indpls.,  Ind.  46222. 

CHRISTIAN  WIDOW  upper  fifties  wants  male 
companionship,  maybe  marriage  No  dependents. 
Interests  plants,  sewing,  reading,  music.  UMC 
activities.  AARP  Reply  to  TM/UMR.  Box  I076LL. 
Dallas.  Tex  75221 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor,  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park,  1850  Alice  St., 
Oakland,  Calif.  94612. 

CHILD  CARE  WORKERS  NEEDED  to  live  in  at 
Methodist  Home,  Waco,  Texas  to  work  directly  with 
small  group  of  troubled  children  and  youth  in 
residential  setting  as  key  members  of  a  child  care 
team  Must  have  personal  habits  and  values 
consistent  with  Christian  principles.  Full  and  half¬ 
time  positions  available  for  married  couples  or 
single  persons.  Competitive  salary  plus  liberal  fringe 
benefits  including  room  and  board  while  on  duty,  and 
off-duty  housing.  If  you  are  interested  in  this 
challenging  opportunity,  please  contact  us  at: 
Methodist  Home.  1111  Herring  Ave  ,  Waco,  Texas 
76708  <817 )  763-0181 ,  An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 

SEPTEMBER  1811-DAY  Holy  Land/Rome.  October 

9  10-Day  Holy  Land.  October  9  12-Day  Hawaii. 
November  6  11-Day  Israel.  November  8  16-Day 
Middle  East  with  Baghdad  and  Athens.  November  12 
ll-Day  Rome/Jordan/Israel/Athens.  Contact: 
World  Wide  Christian  Tours,  P.O.  Box  506,  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  Ky.  42701.  (502  )  769-5900. 

AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  FIJI.  TAHITI. 
September  22  departure  Deluxe  hotels.  Join  Dallas 
group  in  Los  Angeles,  personally  escorted.  Bess 
Loudermilk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas,  Tex.  75205. 

The  United  Methodist 


50  Years 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  honored  and  former  members  will  be  special 
Louisiana  will  celebrate  its  50th  Anniversary  on  guests. 

Sunday,  Aug.  20.  Fifty-year  members  will  be 


Mission:  Get  Dirty! 


Wesley  Chapel  Reopening 
Pilgrimage  Still  Has  Openings 


Mexican  brethren.  The  team 
participated  in  the  nightly  church 
services  in  SaltiMo,  presented  special 
music  in  English  and  Spanish  and  shared 
personal  testimonies  of  what  the  mission 
experience  meant  in  their  lives. 

Rev.  Thompson,  with  Mr.  Garcia 
interpreting,  delivered  the  Wednesday 
evening  message  to  the  Saltillo  church. 
The  youth  members  of  the  Louisiana 
team  sang  and  witnessed  in  the  Saturday 
evening  service  at  the  Hipolito  church, 
and  on  Sunday  the  youth  presented  a 
puppet  ministry  show  to  the  youth  at  the 
Saltillo  church  and  presented  special 
music.  Rev.  Garcia  delivered  the  sermon 
at  that  final  gathering  of  the  Louisiana 
team  with  their  Saltillo  friends. 

In  describing  their  experience,  Rev. 
Thompson  said,  “Truly  the  hymn,  ‘In 
Christ  there  is  no  east  or  west,  in  Him  no 
south  or  north;  but  one  great  fellowship 
of  love  throughout  the  whole  wide  earth,’ 
became  a  reality  in  the  lives  of  these 
team  members  from  Louisiana  and  their 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Mexico.” 

Youth  members  of  the  team  were  Ken 
Freeman,  Kent  Rogers,  Doug  Seegers. 
Wanda  Jenkins,  Susan  Bass  and  Steve 
Adams.  Counselors,  in  addition  to  Rev. 
Thompson  and  Mr.  Garcia,  were  Rev. 
Jon  Hattaway,  summer  assistant  at 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne 
Marionneaux,  members  of  the  McGuire 
United  Methodist  Church. 
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Members  of  the  Monroe  District  Work  Team  ready  to  take  off  for 
Hipolito,  Mexico. 


The  annual  Monroe  District  Layman’s 
Retreat  is  scheduled  for  Sept.  16  and  17  at 
Lapolico  Camp  on  Lake  Bruin.  Presiding 
over  the  retreat  will  be  Delton  Hearn 
Among  the  guest  speakers  will  be  Dr 
Donald  Webb,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  and  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway, 
Superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District. 

Registration  fee  is  $15  per  person 
which  includes  lodging  and  meals.  Pre¬ 
registration  is  encouraged  and  may  be 
made  through  Jim  Spencer,  59  Chauvin 
Dr.,  Monroe,  La.,  71203.  Advance  tickets 
are  also  available  from  Church 
Layleaders. 


The  intriguing  promo  read,  “Get  Dirty 
for  God  This  Summer."  That  was  in  the 
Spring.  By  the  first  of  June,  12  youth  and 
adults  of  the  Monroe  District  had 
volunteered  to  “get  dirty.”  They  formed 
a  Christian  community  to  work  —  really 
work  —  and  share  their  faith  for  two 
weeks  in  the  small  Mexican  town  of 
Hipolito. 

The  group  was  led  by  Joaquin  Garcia, 
assistant  pastor  of  West  Monroe  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  Rev.  Deen 
Thompson,  pastor  of  McGuire  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe. 

The  team  represented  six  churches  of 
the  Monroe  District.  Departing  June  25 
by  van,  the  team  arrived  in  Saltillo,  a 
city  near  Hipolito,  where  they  were 
housed  in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Evelyn  Kime,  a 
teacher  at  the  Methodist  Seminary  in 
Monterrey,  and  Felipe  Recio,  the  17 
year-old  pastor  of  the  church  in  Hipolito, 
worked  with  the  Louisiana  team  in 
determining  what  needed  to  be  done. 

“Get  dirty”  turned  out  to  be  an 
understatement.  By  the  first  week’s  end, 
the  team  had  scraped  and  painted  the 
adobe  fence,  the  front  wall  and  tower  of 
the  two-story  church:  the  broken  and 


Scraping  the 
church  wall  and 
tower  in  pre¬ 
paration  for 
painting. 


missing  panes  of  glass  in  all  the  windows 
had  been  replaced  and  then  cleaned;  and 
all  the  church  pews  had  been  scrubbed. 

Once  the  hard  labor  was  done,  the 
team  witnessed  their  faith  to  their 


Applications  are  still  being  accepted 
for  the  pilgrimage  to  the  reopening  of 
John  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London, 
England,  on  Nov.  1,  1978.  Methodists 
around  the  world  responded  to  the  call  to 
repair  and  restore  the  historic  chapel 
five  years  ago,  thus  saving  the  Methodist 
landmark  from  destruction.  Those 
participating  in  the  tour  to  London  will  be 
present  for  the  reopening  ceremonies,  a 
banquet  of  celebration,  and  a  seminar 
with  outstanding  scholars  and  Methodist 
leaders  who  will  discuss  the  chapel. 

Pilgrimage  tour  information  is 
available  from  Rev.  James  E.  Christie, 
1200  Dubach,  Ruston,  La.,  71270.  Two 
tour  options  are  available:  one  is  a 
seven-day  tour  in  London  with  visits  to 
places  of  Methodist  interest;  the  second 
is  a  more  inclusive  guided  tour  not  only 
of  London  but  also  of  points  of  interest 
elsewhere  in  England. 


In  Memonam 


Funeral  services  for 
Rev.  Leon  Scott  were  held 
Thursday,  Aug.  10,  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Leesville.  Rev.  Scott  died 
Aug.  8  at  his  home  in 
Leesville. 


John  and  Charles  Wesley 
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UMW  Conference 
Slated  Sept.  22-23 


By  DORIS  DARDEN 
Publicity  Chairman 
for  UMW  Conference 

Registration  is  underway  for  the  1978 
annual  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  United  Methodist  Women, 
set  for  Sept.  22-23  at  the  Broadmoor  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

With  the  theme  “Ye  Shall  Be 
Witnesses,”  the  conference  will  begin 
Friday  noon  and  erid  Saturday  noon. 

Rev.  Mary  Louise  Rowand  of  Dallas, 
national  president  of  Church  Women 
United,  will  be  highlighting  the  event 
with  talks.  Since  1965,  she  has  annually 
been  named  one  of  the  top  10  news- 
shapers  in  the  Dallas  area  by  the  “Dallas 
Times  Herald.” 

Other  special  guests  expected  to  attend 
are  Louisiana  State  President  of  Church 
Women  United,  Mrs.  W.  O.  Browder  of 
Baton  Rouge,  and  the  Baton  Rouge 
president,  Mrs.  Arthur  Thiel. 

Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward  of  New  Orleans, 
conference  president,  will  preside  at  the 
two-day  event. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  local 
chairman,  Mrs.  Jack  Story,  much 
planning  is  underway  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  to  assure  that 
each  of  the  600  women  who  attend  has 
both  a  profitable  and  an  enjoyable 
experience. 

Local  co-chairman  of  the  conference  is 
Mrs.  Murphy  Roberts.  Mrs.  W.  L.  Sutton 
is  the  treasurer  and  Mrs.  John  O.  Cook  is 
the  local  church  arrangements 
coordinator. 

Also,  many  women  at  the  Baton  Rouge 
church  are  helping  to  plan  the  meeting. 

Handling  plans  for  the  conference 
executive  committee  is  Mrs.  Harris 
Copenhaver.  Mrs.  Walter  McLean  is  in 


Making  plans  for  the  1978  Conference  in  Baton  Rouge  are  (left  to 
right)  Mrs.  Carl  Camp,  president  of  the  local  unit,  Mrs.  Jack  Story, 
local  general  chairman,  and  Mrs.  Murhpy  H.  Roberts,  local  co- 
chairman. 


charge  of  the  duties  for  several  district 
churches. 

Other  committee  chairmen  are  Mrs. 
Richard  Sarley,  packets;  Mrs.  Harold 
Calkins,  hospitality;  Mrs.  Thomas 
Brevelle,  pages;  Mrs.  O.  M.  Pourciau, 
Jr.,  flowers;  Mrs.  William  Lloyd  first 
aid;  Mrs.  Pete  Holliday,  book  room;  and 
Mrs.  Julian  A.  Darden,  publicity. 

The,  church  selected  for  the  meet  this 
year  is  the  second  largest  in  the 
Conference.  Chartered  23  years  ago,  the 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  has  a  sanctuary, 
administration  building,  fellowship  hall, 
adult  building,  children’s  building  and  a 
gym. 


Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward, 
conference  president 


—  Around  The  the  Conference 

Church  Plans  Homecoming 


WINNSBORO  —  Members  and 
former  members  of  Winnsboro’s  First 
United  Methodist  Church  will  celebrate 
the  first  annual  Homecoming  Sunday 
Aug.  27.  The  founding  day  of  the  church 
—  Aug.  26,  1972  —  will  be  recognized 
and  a  “dinner  on  the  grounds”  will  be 
held.  All  former  members  of  the  church 
are  especially  urged  to  attend  the 
celebration. 


To  Lead  Workshop 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes 
Jr.,  minister  of  Wesley  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  has  been  selected  to  lead  the 
workshop  on  preaching  at  the  National 
Black  Pastor's  Consultation  at  Garrett 
Evangelical  Seminary,  Sept.  5-7.  The 
consultation  is  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal,  and  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  of  Higher 
Education. 


Stocking  Up 

JONESBORO  —  The  United  Method- 
ist  Women  of  Jonesboro  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  recently  held  a  “kitchen 
shower”  to  restock  the  church’s  kitchen 
utensils  and  equipment.  Cash  gifts  also 
were  given  by  families  interested  in  the 
kitchen  project. 


Welcome 9  Helen 

SHREVEPORT  -  Helen  Miers  is  the 
new  director  of  youth  ministry  and 
youth  choir  director  at  Noel  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Baylor  University  with  a 
degree  in  Music  Education.  She  is  23,  is 
a  native  of  Temple,  Tex.,  and  has 
served  on  the  staff  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Marlin,  Tex.,  Tapp 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Boston,  Tex.,  and  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Texarkana, 
Ark. 


East  Meets  West 

MONROE  -  St.  Paul’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  recently  renewed  its 
support  of  a  missionary  in  Taiwan  who 


is  an  instructor  of  music  at  the 
University  of  Tunghai.  This  is  the  third 
consecutive  year  of  St.  Paul’s  partial 
support  of  Dr.  Juanelva  Rose.  In  her 
thank-you  letter  to  the  congregation, 
Dr.  Rose  told  of  some  of  her  activities 
and  requested  prayers  for  individuals 
at  the  university,  such  as  a  music 
student  suffering  from  cancer,  another 
sutdent  in  despair  who  attempted 
suicide,  and  the  new  president  of  the 
univeristy  who  needs  support  as  he 
begins  his  new  tasks. 


Moore  To  Speak 

BLANCHARD  —  Rev.  Jim  Moore  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  will  be  the  guest  speaker  at 
the  Blanchard  United  Methodist 
Church's  revival  Aug.  20-23.  Services 
are  scheduled  for  7:30  p.m.  each  of  the 
four  evenings.  Rev.  Moore  has  been 
associate  pastor  at  First  Methodist 
since  1972. 


Paul  and  Ann  Smith 


First  Adds  Smiths 

WEST  MONROE  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Smith  have  joined  the  staff  of  West 
Monroe’s  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  with  both  serving  the  youth  of 
the  church.  Paul  is  fulltime  youth 


director,  while  Ann  assists  him  on  a 
volunteer  basis.  She  is  director  of  the 
Youth  Choir,  coordinator  of  the  church 
nursery,  editor  of  the  church 
newspaper,  and  coordinator  of  the 
Evangelism  Explosion  activities. 

Both  Paul  and  Ann  served  as  youth 
coordinators  at  Gentilly  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  Paul  is  a 
native  of  Monroe,  where  he  was  active 
in  First  Christian  Church  since 
childhood.  He  earned  his  B.A.  degree  in 
English  literature  from  Northeast 
Louisiana  University  and  has 
completed  most  of  his  academic  work 
toward  a  master’s  degree. 


Lending  A  Hand 

SHREVEPORT  -  The  Class  of 
Justice  of  North  Highlands  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  is 
helping  members  of  their  church  with 
little  things  that  mean  a  lot:  for  those 
not  feeling  well,  they  will  pick  up  a 
prescription,  run  to  the  store  or  provide 
transportation  to  a  physician;  they  will 
change  a  hard-to-reach  light  bulb;  they 
will  pick  up  mail  and  newspapers, 
watch  the  house  and  water  plants  for 
those  going  on  vacation. 


Church  Dedicated 

PINEVILLE  -  The  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  recently  held 
dedication  services  with  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  assisted  by  Rev.  A. 
Jerome  Cain,  District  Superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District;  Rev.  George 
M.  Alfred,  pastor;  and  Rev.  Richard 
Harry,  former  pastor  who  receives 
credit  for  building  the  church. 
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Smallness  does  not  have  to  mean 
ir  effectiveness  in  rural  churches 


Here  I  Stand 


AUGUST  18,  1878 


Retirement  age  for  bishops  should  be  raised 


Time  and  again  during  the  recent 
Festival  on  Religion  and  Rural  Life  (see 
TM/UMR,  Aug.  11)  participants 
returned  in  their  discussion  to  what  they 
saw  as  a  central  problem  faced  by  many 
town  and  country  congregations  —  a 
problem  of  self-image. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  most  town  and 
country  churches  are  (1)  small  (2) 
financially  struggling  and  (3)  limited  in 
growth  potential.  It  also  was  pointed  out 
that  none  of  these  three  factors  are  as 
devastating  to  the  ministry  of  such 
churches  as  is  a  common  mindset  which 
says  that  because  of  these  facts  “'no  one 
should  expect  much  of  us  and  we 
shouldn’t  expect  much  of  ourselves.” 

Dr.  Lloyd  Wright,  a  United  Methodist 
district  superintendent  from  Evansville, 
Indiana,  called  such  an  attitude  in  his 
keynote  address  to  the  festival  “the 
small  church  syndrome.”  Dr.  Wright 
said:  “We  talk  of  being  from  small 
churches  and  act  as  though  that  relieves 
us  from  any  responsibility  for  being 
creative  or  intentional  about  our  role  in 
community  redemption.” 

While  we  are  sure  that  not  all  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  town  and 
country  settings  cripple  themselves  with 
such  a  mindset,  few  persons  who  look 
objectively  at  ministry  would  deny  that 
the  problem  exists.  And  in  a 
denomination  such  as  ours,  where  nearly 
87  percent  of  our  local  churches  are 
located  in  such  non-urban  settings  and 
where  nearly  63  percent  of  the 
membership  attends  such  local 
churches,  the  existence  of  such  a  self- 
image  anywhere  is  of  monumental 
importance. 

Where  we  accept  the  premise  that 


“small”  means  “ineffective”  we  must  — 
in  light  of  these  statistics  —  also  accept 
the  premise  that  our  entire  denomination 
is,  for  the  most  part,  doomed  to 
ineffectiveness. 

We  refuse  to  accept  that  premise  for 
our  denomination  as  a  whole  and  for  our 
town  and  country  congregations  in 
particular.  Smallness  has  never  meant 
and  will  never  mean  ineffectiveness 
unless  coupled  with  defeatist  attitudes  to 
which  we  blindly  limit  ourselves. 

We  hope  “small”  churches  who  believe 
smallness  is  an  insurmountable 
handicap  will  confront  themselves  with 
the  following  questions : 

•  Which  church  has  a  greater 
opportunity  for  Christian  influence  in  its 
community:  A  church  of  5,000  in  an 
urban  area  of  a  million  residents?  Or  a 
church  of  50  in  a  community  of  500 
persons? 

•  Which  local  congregation  has  a 
greater  Opportunity  for  pastoral  care  of 
its  members  through  individual  contact: 
A  church  of  5,000  with  a  four-pastor  staff 
or  a  rural  circuit  of  150  members  with  a 
single  pastor? 

While  we  would  not  want  to  imply  that 
“smallness”  is  always  a  blessing, 
neither  would  we  contend  that 
“largeness”  is  the  secret  of  effective 
ministry. 

If  each  church  would  accept  its 
“givens”  and  step  boldly  into  ministry  in 
spite  of  the  pitfalls,  these  questions  of 
size  would  mean  very  little.  As  many 
small  congregations  have  proven 
through  the  years,  it  is  quality  of 
commitment,  not  quantity  of 
membership  that  ultimately  makes  the 
difference. 


By  EDMUND  W.  ROBB  III 

Last  April.  President  Jimmy  Carter 
signed  legislation  prohibiting  mandatory 
retirement  below  age  70  for  most 
Americans,  and  eliminating  it  at  any  age 
for  almost  all  federal  workers. 

Passage  of  this  law  became  inevitable. 
For  nearly  20  years  Congress  diligently 
voted  federal  protection  for  various 
minority  groups.  Of  necessity,  they 
finally  faced  the  ticklish  issue  of  age 
discrimination. 

And  the  issue  is  ticklish.  Since  1936 
when  the  Social  Security  Act  became 


How  does  FCC  define  obscenity? 


According  to  a  recent  news  story  from 
the  Associated  Press  wire  service,  the 
word  “nigger”  will  not  be  added  to  the 
“dirty  word  list"  maintained  by  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
(FCC). 

That’s  a  list  of  seven  words,  we  are 
told,  which  cannot  be  said  on  radio  or 
television  in  the  United  States  without 
the  station  facing  possible  penalties  from 
the  FCC.  Sen.  Julian  Bond  of  Georgia  had 
attempted  to  get  “nigger”  added  to  the 
list  of  obscenities  after  segragationist  J. 
B.  Stoner  began  using  the  word  in 
political  advertising  on  radio  and  TV 
during  his  campaign  for  governor  of 
Georgia.  The  FCC  denied  the  request. 

The  whole  incident  is  amazing  to  us  at 
two  points:  (1)  From  our  experiences 
with  listening  to  the  current  language 
used  on  radio  and  TV,  we  are  amazed 
that  there  are  seven  obscene  words  we 
have  not  heard  broadcast.  (2)  Although 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  a  new  local  church  edition  at 
Wesley  UMC  in  Cleveland,  Tennessee 
< Holston  Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  350  subscriber- 
families  at  Wesley  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  their 
local  church  news  printed  on  the  front 
page,  Holston  Annual  Conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
edition  of  TM/UMR  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

To  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again.  “Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  <  The  United  Methodist  Reporter ) . 


we  do  not  know  what  those  “seven” 
words  are,  we  can  imagine  no  word  so 
horrible  that  it  would  be  considered  more 
obscene  than  the  word  “nigger.” 

Do  those  seven  other  words  relegate  a 
whole  race  of  people  to  an  inhuman 
status?  Do  those  seven  words  rub  salt 
into  the  wounds  of  a  people  who  have 
suffered  centuries  of  hatred  and 
oppression?  Were  those  words  used  as  a 
battle  cry  by  those  who  have  tried  to 
destroy  a  people  with  beatings  and  rape 
and  castration? 

What  can  possibly  be  obscene  to  the 
FCC  if  the  word  “nigger"  is  not? 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


*->>,** 


You  say  it  is 


not  beautiful 

By  JESSIE  J.  BROWN 
You  say  it  is  not  beautiful 
To  you  — 

You  do  not  love  this  tiny  flower, 

Ido. 

I  love  its  every  leaf  — 

So  cool  and  moist; 

How  often  when  I’ve  touched  it— so- 
My  heart  rejoiced. 

Can  you  not  see? 

It  is  a  bit  of  God, 

Unfolding,  reaching 
From  this  lowly  sod. 


law.  65  remained 
America’s  stan¬ 
dard  retirement 
age. 

Why  age  65? 

Most  historians 
agree  the  age  was 
set  in  1889  by 
Chancellor  Otto 
Von  Bismarck.  He  '"v* 

arbitrarily  picked  Edmund  Robb 
65  for  his  German  Empire  retirement 
program.  But  as  77-year-old  Congress¬ 
man  Claud  Peppers  complains.  "When 
Bismarck  started  this  business  of  retire¬ 
ment  at  65.  most  people  didn’t  live  that 
long!” 

Two  years  ago  our  United  Methodist 
Church  took  a  step  backwards.  General 
Conference  voted  to  lower  the  mandatory 
retirement  age  for  bishops  by  six  years, 
and  pastors  by  two  years. 

This  new  church  retirement  rule  for 
bishops  is  a  mistake: 

First,  by  forcing  bishops  to  retire  from 
age  66  to  68  (depending  when  their 
birthday  falls),  our  church  loses  some  of 
its  finest  leaders.  Contrary  to  stereotype, 
most  post  65-year-old  people  are  not 
doddering  and  ready  to  disengage  from 
society.  John  Wesley  effectively  led 
Methodists  until  his  death  at  88.  Francis 
Asbury  provided  vigorous  leadership  for 
American  Methodists  into  his  70’s. 

But  times  have  changed,  some  argue. 
That's  true.  Most  older  people  now  enjoy 
better  health.  Those  who  have  managed 
to  evade  mandatory  retirement  continue 
to  demonstrate  that  65  does  not  signal 
uselessness. 

Who  would  contend  that  Albert 
Outler’s  after-65  achievements  in  theol¬ 
ogy  are  froth?  Who  would  tell  Margaret 
Mead,  75,  that  her  contributions  to  the 
study  of  anthropology  ended  at  age  65? 
Or  tell  Arthur  Fiedler,  83,  that  those  over 
65  cannot  contribute  meaningfully  to 
music?  Or  tell  George  Meany,  83,  that  his 
contribution  to  the  American  labor 
movement  should  have  ended  at  65? 

Surely  no  one  advocates  that  Justice 
Brandeis  should  have  retired  from  the 
Supreme  Court  at  65  instead  of  age  82. 
Such  inflexible  policy  would  have 
prematurely  robbed  America  of  one  of  its 
most  respected  jurists. 

Until  the  1976  General  Conference,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  recognized  the 
unique  contribution  older  leaders  make. 
Bishops  served  until  age  72  (with  the 
possibility  of  serving  until  age  74, 
depending  on  their  birthdate).  They 


could  voluntarily  retire  at  age  65,  or  be 
retired  by  the  jurisdictional  Committee 
on  Episcopacy  “at  any  age  and  for  any 
reason  found  to  be  in  the  best  interest  of 
the  bishop  and  the  church."  Thus,  our 
church  maintained  safeguards,  but  we 
did  not  forceably  oust  capable  bishops  at 
an  early  age. 

Second  the  new  rule  compelling  early 
retirement  for  bishops  is  wrong  because 
it  causes  a  dual  system  within  our 
church. 

The  same  1976  General  Conference 
that  chose  to  shave  six  years  off  bishops’ 
tenure,  voted  to  allow  pastors  to  serve 
until  age  70.  Thus,  bishops  are  forced  to 
retire  up  to  four  years  sooner  than 
pastors  and  other  elders. 

The  new  retirement  system  is  clearly 
inconsistent  and  discriminatory.  The 
double  standard  it  imposes  should  be 
rejected:  Bishops  should  not  be 
penalized  for  being  bishops. 

Third,  the  new  retirement  rules  should 
be  changed  because  they  contradict  the 
spirit  of  our  church's  own  Social 
Principles. 

My  Witness 

God  puts  us  where 
He  needs  us  most 


These  Social  Principles  state:  “In  a 
society  that  places  primary  emphasis 
upon  youth,  those  growing  old  in  years 
are  frequently  isolated  from  the 
mainstream  of  social  existence.  We 
support  social  policies  that  integrate  the 
aging  into  the  life  of  the  total  community, 
including  sufficient  incomes,  increased 
and  nondiscriminatory  employment 
opportunities.  . 

Because  of  separation  of  church  and 
state,  our  church's  mandatory 
retirement  policy  for  bishops  lies  outside 
federal  jurisdiction.  But  shouldn’t  it  be  at 
least  as  fair? 

I  suggest  the  1980  General  Conference 
change  policy  so  that  bishops,  like 
pastors,  can  serve  until  age  70. 


“ Here  1  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Edmund  W.  Robb  III,  is  pastor  of 
Woodlands  UMC  in  Houston,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference). 


By  MRS.  OMAR  HERMSMEYER 

During  my  childhood,  there  was  no 
church  attending  or  learning  except  one 
Sunday  when  my  older  brother  thought  I 
should  be  baptized  with  him  and  from 
that  sermon,  I  learned  there  was 
something  greater  —  bigger  than  man 
and  some  reason  why  people  should 
gather  in  a  building  called  the  church.  As 
children,  we  lived  close  to  nature.  As 
surely  as  cats  have  kittens  and  dogs  have 
pups,  the  realization  that  some 
miraculous  creation  takes  place  — 
greater  than  man  couid  handle  —  and  the 
question  of  why  He  made  people  caused 
me  to  believe  in  an  unseen,  strange  force 
or  being. 

It  was  when  I  attended  a  Presbyterian 
college  to  use  my  scholarship  that  I 
began  going  to  various  evening 
fellowships  with  friends.  Other  friends 
took  me  to  the  Baptist,  Congregational, 
Presbyterian,  and  Lutheran  churches. 

At  the  age  of  22,  one  day  as  I  tutored  a 
blind  girl  in  French,  we  read  a  religious 
article  and  I  felt  I  MUST  belong  —  that  I 
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To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  "Here  I  Stand" 
article  by  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  in  the 
August  4  issue  of  TM/UMR,  I,  as 
President  of  the  Women’s  Division, 
would  like  to  say  that  the  Women’s 
Division  has  historically  supported  black 
majority  rule  in  southern  Africa, 
including  Zimbabwe.  It  has  been  and  is 
our  hope  that  the  transition  to  majority 
rule  will  be  as  peaceful  as  possible,  and 
we  appreciate  the  difficulties  faced  by 
Bishop  Muzorewa  in  his  present  position. 

The  Women’s  Division’s  statement  was 
based  on  principle,  that  is,  support  for 
majority  rule.  The  resolution  did  not 
discuss  personalities  and  did  not  favor 
any  party.  We  are  sorry  that  a  political 
difference  has  led  to  a  personal  attack  on 
the  Women's  Division  and  on  one  of  its 
staff. 

The  staff  person  referred  to,  but  not 
named  in  the  article  is  Mia  Adjali,  who 
for  13  years  has  been  on  our  staff  at  the 
United  Nations  and  who,  since  1968,  has 
been  our  Executive  Secretary  for  the 
United  Nations  and  International 
Affairs. 

As  President  of  the  Women’s  Division, 

I  affirm  the  integrity  of  the  Women’s 
Division  staff  and  the  process  of  decision¬ 
making  in  the  Women’s  Division. 

Mai  H.  Gray 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Let's  support  bishop 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Muzorewa ’s  statement 
(TM/UMR,  August  4)  confirms  what  I 
have  believed  for  some  time.  He  needs 
all  the  support  we  can  muster.  So  I  ask 
all  United  Methodists  to  write  the 
President,  U.N.  Ambassador,  Andrew 
Young,  and  their  congressmen 
demanding  a  change  in  our  relationship 
with  Rhodesia.  These  people  are  trying 
and  need  our  help. 

I  am  also  calling  for  the  resignation  of 
Mia  Adjali  of  the  Women's  Division.  She 
is  a  disgrace  to  our  church. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  DeMoss 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Full  text  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  to  TM/UMR  for  running 
the  full  text  of  Bishop  Muzorewa 's 
statement  and  for  editorial  support  of  his 
position  (TM/UMR,  August  4).  In  a  free 
election  the  Zimbabwe  coalition  will 
carry  overwhelming  support  of  the 
people  We  have  a  chance  here  for  our 
denomination  and  our  government  to  be 
both  on  the  winning  side  and  the  morally 
supportable  side. 

Our  dependence  on  foreign  oil  gives 
hint  at  why  we  must  cater  to  Nigeria  and 
the  “front  line”  states  in  national  foreign 
policy.  However,  the  support  of  the 
Women's  Division  leadership  and  others 
in  high  places  on  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  Marxist  movements  around 
the  world  has  created  a  serious  crisis  of 
confidence  in  the  national  church.  It  is 
time  that  the  General  Conference 


addresses  the  whole  problem  of 
accountability.  Enough  of  this  is  enough! 

Joe  W.  Fort 
Groves,  Texas 

Truth  will  prevail 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  Bishop  Muzorewa  s 
letter  (TM/UMR,  August  4),  I  cannot 
help  but  compare  the  stance  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  on  the  Rhodesian 
issue  to  the  situation  which  occurred  in 
Mexico  when  I  was  a  short  term 
missionary  there. 

At  that  time  (early  1960’s)  we  saw  fit  to 
trust  the  Mexican  Methodist  Church 
leaders’  judgment  that  the  time  had 
come  to  turn  control  of  mission  funds 
over  to  the  national  church,  however 
imperfect  it  was  and  is.  But  at  this  time, 
we  do  not  see  fit  to  trust  the  judgment  of 
leaders  and  members  of  the 
Rhodesian/Zimbabwean  Methodist 
Church,  however,  imperfect  they  are. 
The  Lord  knows,  even  if  we  don't,  that 
perfection  has  hardly  been  reached  in  the 
U.S.A.  either. 

Perhaps  we  are  still  reeling  from 
accusations  of  supporting  establishment 
regimes  and  never  giving  consideration 
to  revolutionary  movements.  However, 
I’m  surprised  that  the  United  Methodist 
Women  did  not  request  to  hear  both  sides 
of  the  question  before  coming  to  a 
conclusion. 

As  Bishop  Muzorewa  says,  the  truth 
will  prevail.  That  is  and  always  has  been 
a  moral  law  in  ^his  world,  thank  God. 

In  summary,  my  plea  is  that  we  take  a 
strong  stand,  united  with  our  Methodist 
sisters  and  brothers  in  Zimbabwe. 

Beverly  Johnson 
Chicago,  Illinois 
Mia  Adjali  must  go 
To  the  Editor: 

Bless  you  for  publishing  Bishop 
Muzorewa  s  editorial! 

Mia  Adjali  has  got  to  go! 

Christine  Vensel 
Springfield,  Missouri 

Coverage  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  to 
you  for  the  excellent  coverage  of  Bishop 
Abel  Muzorewa's  statement  on 
Zimbabwe  (TM/UMR,  August  4). 

I  have  heard  many  inquiries  about  his 
role  there,  and  your  coverage  will  help  to 
explain  various  facets  of  his  leadership. 

Ken  McIntosh 
Dallas,  Texas  * 

Perspective  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

There  may  be  no  satisfactory  answer 
to  those  critics  of  Paul  Abels’ 
appointment  who  propound  their  favorite 
scriptural  references  to  homosexuality 
as  the  literal,  revealed  word  of  God  from 
which  no  departure  is  to  be  tolerated.  But 
the  history  of  the  church  is  somewhat 
different  and  may  be  a  source  of  strength 
beyond  that  narrow  interpretation 
When  Philip  the  Evangelist,  by 
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baptizing  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  (Acts, 
8:26-39),  opened  up  the  fellowship  of  the 
new  covenant  to  a  class  of  persons  denied 
admittance  to  the  congregation  of  the  old 
covenant  because  they  were  deemed 
defective  or  impaired,  he  made  a 
statement  of  profound,  possibly  credal 
significance  which  has  had  political  and 
social  implications  for  the  church  ever 
since.  Such  an  act  must  speak  more 
eloquently  to  the  church  of  today  than  the 
mere  words  of  the  scripture  writers 
which,  after  all,  come  to  us  in  a  form  that 
has  been  edited  by  Caesar’s  lawyers. 

Baptism  neither  cured  the  eunuch  nor 
conferred  upon  him  other  than  a  full 
membership  of  the  only  kind  that  exists, 
entitling  him  to  seek  the  full  connectional 
orders  upon  the  same  terms  as  any  other 
member.  Malcolm  Monroe 

White  Plains,  New  York 

What  precedent? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  editorial  of  July  28  you  referred 
to  the  issue  of  Mr.  Paul  Abels' 
reappointment  as  “precedent  setting,” 
and  you  recommended  that  Bishop  Ward 
and  his  cabinet  bring  formal  charges 
against  Mr.  Abels  before  the  conference 
Committee  on  Investigation.  It  is 
important  for  us  to  ask  ourselves  what 
type  of  precedent  would  be  set  should 
such  a  charge  be  brought,  resulting  in  the 
denial  of  Mr.  Abels’  reappointment.  Such 
action  would,  in  effect,  say  the  following: 

(1)  The  right  and  responsibility  to 
interpret  Scripture  lies  with  the  church 
and  not  with  the  individual  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  “Discipline"  that  states 
the  Scriptures  must  be  interpreted 
literally.  In  fact,  according  to  the 
findings  of  sociologists  Glock  and  Stark, 
Methodists  have  a  smaller  percentage  of 
biblical  literalists  than  any  other  major 
denomination. 

(2)  The  right  and  responsibility  to 
discern  what  is  moral  or  immoral  lies 
with  the  church  and  not  the  individual 
conscience.  Homosexuality  is  a  unique 
case  here.  All  heterosexuals  understand 
the  temptations  of  heterosexual  lust, 
greed,  etc.  Even  if  we  are  in  a  position  to 
judge  a  person  who  yields  to  these 


temptations,  how  can  we  judge  a  person 
who  yields  to  temptations  that  we  have 
never  known? 

(3)  It  is  more  important  to  maintain 
peace  and  harmony  in  the  church  than  to 
take  a  positive  stand  for  human  rights. 
The  precedent  for  this  has  already  been 
set.  During  the  1950’s  and  60’s  the  white 
church,  for  the  most  part,  chose  to  stay 
away  from  the  issue  of  civil  rights  for 
blacks.  Many  churches  remained 
segregated  as  a  matter  of  policy.  Some 
ministers  who  todk  stands  were 
pressured  to  resign.  I  am  sure  that  many 
church  members  were  at  that  time  as 
sure  that  these  pastors  were  unfit  to  lead 
their  congregations  as  many  today  are 
sure  that  Mr.  Abels  should  leave  his 
church.  Warren  Hamby  Jr. 

.  West  Palm  Beach,  Florida 

Attitudes  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  July  21  issue,  your  “Letters  to 
the  Editor”  are  on  different  subjects.  I 
am  not  commenting  on  the  subjects,  but 
on  an  attitude. 

One  of  your  correspondents  writes,  “It 
seems  that  these  ‘liberals’  accept  God’s 
Word  only  when  it  suits  them,  and  when 
it  doesn't,  they  ignore  it.  This  is  wrong! 
We  should  either  accept  all  of  God’s 
Word  or  none  of  it.  And  God’s  wrath  will 
surely  be  on  those  who  condone  what  He 
condemns.’ 

Is  this  person  calling  all  of  the  Bible 
God's  Word?  She  might  not  be  so 
adamant  if  she  were  to  read  or  reread 
every  word  of  both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  Apparently  many  religious 
persons  have  not  done  so. 

The  Bible  is  a  library  of  books,  written 
by  and  about  many  persons  throughout 
many  centuries  —  some  loving  and 
understanding  of  man's  nature,  and 
others  products  of  their  own  time  in 
history,  cruel  and  vindictive. 

Jesus  sought  a  reconciliation  of  man 
with  man.  and  man  with  God. 
Unfortunately,  down  through  the 
centuries  intolerance  has  been 
prevalent. 

A  self-righteous,  closed  mind  is  unable 
to  experience  all-encompassing  love. 

Sylvia  Richards 
Willard.  Ohio 


had  to  be  one,  that  God  belongs  to  each  of 
us,  and  that  this  is  what  gives  life 
meaning!  So  the  next  Sunday  I  joined  the 
Methodist  Church.  It  was  thrilling 
because  now  I,  too,  belonged  so  I  could 
study  and  learn  and  be. 

Learning  about  various  denominations 
gave  me  an  early  knowledge  of  various 
doctrines  and  I  kept  growing  closer  and 
more  dependent  upon  God  continually. 
Sometimes  a  day  didn’t  go  as  I  had 
planned  at  all.  I  was  led  to  do  something 
for  the  sick  or  less  fortunate  instead  of 
routine  things  that  I  formerly  felt  so 
important. 

My  husband  and  I  met  before  he  left  for 
overseas  duty.  Upon  his  return,  he 
settled  in  Amarillo.  After  my  contract  as 
librarian  expired,  we  married  and  joined 
Polk  Street  Methodist  Church.  He 
transferred  from  the  Evangelical  Church 
with  a  splendid  Christian  background.  In 
answer  to  prayer,  it  was  then  that  I  came 
to  really  know  Our  Father.  Life  was  so 
good  because  we  began  at  once  to  be  in 
church  services  where  we  could  keep 
close  to  God  and  worship  with  others. 
Sunday  evening  services  were  at 
5:00  p.m.  then,  and  so  full  of  warmth  and 
strength.  Before  long,  we  were  very 
active  calling  on  other  prospects  to  come 
join  in  our  glory  of  God  at  church. 

Disappointments  came,  but  always  we 
held  fast  to  our  belief  that  God  loves  us 
and  sees  us  through  all  experiences. 
Naturally,  I  was  so  human  that  I  began  to 
question  life  after  losing  our  third  baby 
boy  (still  born).  A  wonderful  doctor 
reminded  me  that  we  must  still  be 
grateful  for  good  health  and  that  people 
have  other  missions  sometimes  than 
being  parents.  At  times  I  knew  not  how  to 
pray  and  could  say,  “Help  thou  my 
unbelief.  All  that  I  am  and  all  that  I  have 
belongs  to  Thee,  O  God;  use  me  as  Thou 
wilt.  Show  me  the  way  whatever, 
wherever  it  is.” 

Slowly,  the  mist  cleared  and  I  was 
directed  into  many  areas  of  Christian 
work  with  all  faiths  and  races  and 
peoples.  I  had  no  time  for  self,  for  I  knew 
that  good  health  is  such  a  blessing  that 
we  who  have  it  must  give  our  lives  to 
others. 

No  longer  could  I  question  because  our 
Father  had  been  so  close,  so 
strengthening  and  always  leading  me 
into  experiences  that  others  might  never 
experience.  I  often  felt  that  life  just 
couldn’t  be  any  better.  My  cup  runneth 
over! 

After  a  lovely  vacation  some  years 
ago,  I  suffered  a  stroke  while  writing  a 
letter  to  my  mother.  Six  weeks  of  therapy 
followed.  Again,  I  questioned,  for  I  had 
tried  so  hard  to  keep  my  body  well.  Then 
I  became  very  busy  as  lonely  souls 
drifted  to  my  room  to  read  a  book,  see  a 
leaflet,  share  a  sermon  or  exclaim  about 
the  greatness  of  our  God.  Hourly  I 
praised  God  and  thanked  Him  for  each 
helper,  each  doctor  and  nurse,  everyone 
who  dropped  by.  Yes,  I  prayed  as  never 
before  for  my  church,  our  ministers,  and 
for  our  world.  I  missed  my  junior  high 
youth  very  much;  their  notes  and  get 
well  cards  were  precious  gifts.  My 
friend,  a  florist,  took  my  flowers  and 
plants  to  several  churches  for  their  shut- 
ins.  You  see,  the  room  was  so  full  of  this 
love  and  beauty  that  doctors  and  nurses 
hardly  had  space  to  work.  These,  my 
heart  told  me,  these  gifts  I  must  share 
that  He  be  remembered  to  others.  The 
givers  would  be  doubly  blessed  —  and 
letters  are  still  coming  to  me  from  feeble 
hands  who  received  and  cared  for  plants 
which  might  have  otherwise  died  from 
heat  or  neglect  in  a  small  hospital  room. 

While  flat  on  my  back,  I  had  so  much  of 
God’s  greatness  and  work  to  be  shared.  I 
believe  we  are  placed  where  He  needs  us 
most  at  various  times  in  our  earthly  life. 
The  ministry  He  has  given  me  through 
helping  doctors  with  patients  and  visiting 
the  sick  has  been  different  than 
formerly.  But  as  many  endure  great 
pain,  I  know  none  will  ever  suffer  as  our 
Redeemer  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  did 
for  us  on  the  cross. 

Thank  God  for  all  things  —  most  of  all 
for  His  greatest  gift,  Jesus  Christ! 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor.  Mrs.  Omar 
Hermsmeyer,  is  a  member  of  Polk  Street 
UMC  in  Amarillo,  Texas  (Northwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference). 
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Women’s  staff  called  to  resign 

4 Marxist  views’  charged  by  Evangelical  Missions  Council 


executive  ot  the  Board  ol  Global 
Ministries  called  the  statement  '  totally 
irresponsible,  incomprehensible  and 
uninformed." 

The  resolution  comes  in  the  wake  of 
and  was  prompted  in  part  by  recent 
allegations  of  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe)  who  charged  that  one 
executive  of  the  Women's  Division  is  a 
"fanatical  supporter-'  of  the  "Patriotic 
Front'  —  a  communist-backed  guerrilla 
army  in  Rhodesia.  Bishop  Muzorewa  had 
further  blasted  the  Women's  Division  for 
an  April  resolution  which  calls  a 
"peace  plan''  he  backs  in  Rhodesia 
•  peace  without  justice. 

EMC  resolution 

The  EMC  resolution,  passed  during  a 
"Good  News"  convocation  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah  United  Methodist  Assembly 
near  here,  reads  as  follows : 

"Whereas  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  has 
publicly  stated  the  Marxist  stance  of  at 
least  one  person  on  the  staff  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries; 

"And  whereas  the  Marxist  views  of 
staffpersons  in  the  Women’s  Division 
have  long  been  a  topic  of  conversation  in 
United  Methodist  Church  circles; 

"And  whereas  the  official  1979  mission 
study  materials  on  mainland  China 
reveal  a  blatant  bias,  imbalance,  and 
carefully  slanted  journalism  that 
literally  is  spiritual  treason  because  it 
calls  100  years  of  sacrificial  missionary 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  church  and 
missionaries  a  disastrous  mistake  that 
Maoism  is  correcting  so  that  the  most 
holy  thing  we  can  do  out  of  our  grievous 
sin  is  be  silent  in  this  hour  ; 

“And  whereas  communications  of  the 
Women’s  Division  have  cast  negative 
light  upon  United  Methodist  media  not 
controlled  by  the  Women’s  Division; 

“Therefore,  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  calls  for  the  resignation  of  the 
Women’s  Division  staff  and  that  United 
Methodist  women  be  selected  as 
replacements  who  stand  in  the  tradition 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  will 
not  be  silent  in  proclaiming  the  name  and 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“  We  further  instruct  the  chairman  of 
the  Evangelical  Missions  Council  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  select  and  create 
all  church  mission  study  materials  to  be 
made  available  to  the  people  called 
United  Methodists. 

“‘Finally,  we  call  upon  each  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women’s  unit  to  take 
whatever  steps  are  appropriate  to 
correct  the  deplorable  situation 
regardless  of  personal  cost.  ” 

Dr.  Jones  replies 

Contacted  for  comment  by  TM/UMR 
while  on  vacation  in  Charlotte,  N.C.,  Dr. 
Tracey  K.  Jones,  top  executive  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  termed  the 
resolution  “totally  irresponsible, 
incomprehensible  and  uninformed  as  to 
how  decisions  are  made  by  the  Women’s 
Division  and  other  divisions  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.” 

Dr.  Jones  said  the  resolution  is 
“  irresponsible  in  that  the  action  is 
directed  at  the  entire  staff; 
incomprehensible  in  that  charges  of  this 
kind  would,  after  all  these  years, 
surface  again;  and  uninformed  because 
it  is  not  making  clear  that  all  policy 
decisions  are  made  by  women  elected  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

He  said  the  action  is  “a  tragic  one  and 
can  only  cause  harm  to  the  entire” 
church. 

‘  The  commitment  to  Christ  of  the  staff 
of  the  Women’s  Division  —  as  is  true  of 
all  the  staff  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  —  is  beyond  question,”  Dr. 
Jones  said. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Morell,  pastor  of  Tyler 
Street  UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
chairman  of  the  EMC,  said  that  although 
the  resolution  was  brought  to  the  surface 
by  Bishop  Muzorewa ’s  statements, 
‘“evangelicals"  in  the  denomination  have 
- - 

the  church 


Oklahoma  churches  to  join  in 
“Celebration  of  the  Bible” 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  Oklahoma 
churches  of  twenty  denominations  will 
participate  in  “Good  News  Oklahoma:  A 
Celebration  of  the  Bible,”  according  to 
Bishop  Paul  W.  Milhouse  of  United 
Methodism’s  Oklahoma  Area. 

Special  observances  will  be  celebrated 
in  the  churches  beginning  November  1, 
1978,  and  culminating  on  National  Bible 
Sunday,  November  19, 1978. 

Good  News  Oklahoma  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Oklahoma  Conference 
of  Churches,  a  statewide  ecumenical 
body. 

Communicators  set  hearing  on 
proposed  new  system 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  (UMAC)  will  sponsor  an 
open  hearing  here  Sept.  8  on  the  proposed 
new  comprehensive  communications 
system  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

More  than  100  communicators  from 
annual  conferences  and  general  agencies 
are  expected.  The  hearing  will  be  one 
part  of  the  association’s  annual  meeting 
which  extends  through  Sept.  10. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  and 
United  Methodist  Communications  are 
conducting  a  church-wide  study  of  the 
proposed  system  and  are  expected  to 
present  a  report  to  the  1980  General 
Conference.  The  two-GCOM  and  UMC 

have  recognized  the  UM AC-sponsored 
hearing  as  one  part  of  the  data-gathering 
process  and  are  participating  in  it. 


Clowning  knows  no  age  limits  and  these  two  little  clowns  found  putting  on  their  face 
a  fascinating  art  with  grease  paint  and  powder.  shakon  mielke  photos 


B\  BI  D  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.  -  The  entire 
national  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women's  organization  has  been  called 
upon  to  resign  in  a  resolution  passed  here 
Aug.  7  by  the  mission  arm  of  a  caucus  of 
United  Methodist  "evangelicals.  " 

The  resolution  —  passed  unanimously 
by  the  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
(EMC)  of  the  "Good  News  movement" 
—  claims  that  the  Women's  Division  of 
the  denomination's  Board  /  of  Global 
Ministries  has  a  staff  with  "Marxist 
views"  and  demands  that  current  staff 
members  be  replaced  with  women  who 
"stand  in  the  tradition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  " 

Meanwhile,  after  being  informed  of  the 
resolution  by  TM/UMR,  the  top 


Fool’s  arts  return  to  church 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

"God  bless  all  clowns  who  star  the 
world  with  laughter.  ” 

—Minnie  Pearl 

NASHVILLE  -  Rediscovery  of  the 
"fool’s”  arts  appears  to  be  breaking  out 
like  the  measles  across  United 
Methodism. 

More  than  350  UMs,  all  paying  their 
own  expenses,  popped  into  Nashville  last 
week  for  a  six-day  workshop  on  clown, 
mime  and  puppet  ministries. 

Coming  from  every  section  of  the  U.S., 
the  group  was  largely  youthful  but  also 
peppered  generously  with  middle-and 
older-aged  men  and  women,  pastors, 
church  school  teachers  and  counselors. 
The  size  of  the  registration  nearly 
overwhelmed  the  planning  staff  which 
said  no  more  than  75  persons  were 
expected  initially. 

The  first  national  conference  of  its  kind 
to  put  these  three  dramatic  forms 
together  in  one  setting  drew  people 
seeking  to  perfect  performance  skills, 
come  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 
theological  basis  of  their  ministry  and 
share  new  applications  for  their  talents. 
The  event,  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  was  one  of 
its  Bushel  Basket  workshops  for  local 
church  communicators. 

How  can  we  explain  the  fascination 
with  these  particular  arts  in  1978? 

Tom  Nankervis,  co-director,  said 
“these  three  art  forms  have  been 
rediscovered.”  He  said  they  have 
traditions  going  back  to  the  early  church 

—  puppets,  for  instance,  have  been 
discovered  in  the  catacombs.  However, 
he  said,  the  dramatic  arts  probably 
suffered  from  success  during  the  Middle 
Ages,  became  a  little  gross,  and  were 
banished  frpm  the  church  as  being  of 
Satan!  t‘ 

Mr.  Nankervis  thinks  the  new 
fascination  can  be  traced  to  several 
factors: 

•  Greater  willingness  in  the  church  to 
experiment  in  the  arts ; 

•  Increased  emphasis  on  the  local 
church  and  small  groups; 

•  These  forms  are  relatively 
inexpensive  and  require  little  equipment 
in  comparison  to  the  electronic  media. 

But  perhaps  even  more  appealing  is 
the  awareness  of  individuals  that  ‘‘here 
is  something  I  can  do  that  can’t  be  done 
nearly  as  well  in  any  other  way,”  he 
concluded.  These  are  ministries  the 
average  person  can  do. 

Floyd  Shaffer,  a  clown  minister  and 
workshop  leader,  said  the  clown  seems  to 
emerge  historically  when  there  is 
prevailing  hopelessness.  The  clown  — 
which  means  “clod”  in  Anglo-Saxon  — 
seems  to  say,  "Hey,  there  is  hope.  God 
loves  the  clods.”  Clowning  is  life-giving 

—  not  just  poking  fun. 

Bringing  hope,  making  people  laugh 
and  letting  the  joy  out  as  expressions  of 
God’s  love  are  the  underpinnings  for 
what  these  “holy  fools”  believe  they  are 
about.  Their  emphasis  is  on  acting  out 
God’s  love  instead  of  verbalizing,  they 
claim. 

‘‘There  is  awesome  power  in 
communicating  the  Word  of  the  Lord  in 
action  —  the  Word  becomes  flesh,”  Mr. 
Shaffer  said. 

Summing  up,  Ann  Brudevold,  co¬ 
director,  said,  "Here  are  art  forms  which 
are  truly  incarnational,  where  persons 
use  their  own  bodies  to  express  the  Word 
become  flesh.” 

Workshop  leaders  repeatedly  stressed 
that  these  dramatic  forms  not  be  used  as 
"performances”  but  as  “presentations  of 
their  gifts  to  God.”  The  servant  role  was 
underscored  by  long-time  clowns  who 
testified  to  having  their  feet  stamped  on, 
their  noses  pulled  off,  of  being  squirted 
unexpectedly  and  kicked. 

J.  Michael  O’Shaugnessy,  best  known 
by  his  clown  name,  “Bingo”  of  Ringling 
Bros.,  said  “Clowning  is  a  messy  and  not 
always  comfortable  undertaking.”  He 
first  got  caught  up  in  clowning  when  he 


was  11  years  old  and  at  44  is  still  actively 
involved.  But,  he  said,  the  clown  has  to 
expect  anything  to  happen. 

Bill  Peckham,  Springfield,  Ill.,  founder 
of  ‘‘The  Holy  Fools,”  said  "My  model  of 
clowning  is  close  to  Charlie  Chaplin.  He 
may  be  beaten,  ridiculed  and  put  down 
but  he  always  cares  and  is  never  kept 
down.”  “The  Holy  Fools,”  of  which  there 
are  now  some  700  chapters,  are 
concentrating  on  a  ministry  to  hospitals, 
retirement  homes,  the  handicapped  and 
mentally  retarded. 

Warnings  against  “elitism”  were 
sounded  by  leaders  as  well  as  warnings 
against  sloppiness  and  disregard  for 
training  and  rehearsal  of  their  craft. 

E.  Reid  Gilbert,  a  mime  artist  and 
ordained  United  Methodist  minister  in 
Spring  Green,  Wis.,  said  there  is  need  to 


professionalism,  on  the  other  hand,  and 
the  attitude  that  "anybody  can  just  go 
out  and  do  it , "  on  the  other. 

Strategies  for  maintaining  quality  as 
well  as  for  keeping  people  in  touch  were 
discussed  as  the  workshop  closed  last 
Sunday  afternoon. 

Overall,  professional  workshop  leaders 
said  they  are  immensely  pleased  that  the 
church  is  beginning  to  recognize  the 
value  of  foolishness,  of  laughter  and  of 
non-verbal  communication. 

"Serious  religion  smothers  instead  of 
nurtures,”  said  Mr.  Gilbert.  “Don’t  tell 
me  Christ  riding  into  Jerusalem  on  a 
donkey  didn’t  have  a  sense  of  humor." 

Or  as  Minnie  Pearl,  the  famous  United 
Methodist  from  Grinders  Switch,  put  it  to 
the  participants,  "I  don’t  think  people 
would  have  followed  Jesus  if  he  didn’t 


i 


Ringling  Bros.  "Bingo,"  a  professional  clown,  demonstrates  how  to  put  on  a  “white 
face"  to  a  batch  of  “holy  Tools"  at  last  week’s  workshop  in  Nashville.  "Bingo”  is  also 
known  as  J.  Micheal  O’Shaugnessy  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


Bill  Sousa  and  Betsy  Brown,  performing  puppeteers  from  Los  Angeles,  helped 
church  troupes  expand  their  knowledge  of  puppet  use  in  the  church.  There  are  an 


estimated  1,000  troupes  in  the  UMC. 


long  been  "troubled"  by  the  "drift  of  the 
Women's  Division"  to  the  political  left. 

"We  could  not  in  good  conscience 
remain  silent  in  the  face  of  what  has 
become  increasingly  obvious  to  all 
persons  in  touch  with  the  Women's 
Division  in  recent  years."  Dr.  Morell 
said. 

The  EMC  was  founded  in  1974  as  a  task 
force  of  the  “Forum  for  Scriptural 


Christianity  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  "  (commonly  called  the  “Good 
News  Movement”).  Although  the 
organization  does  not  keep  membership 
roles,  it  claims  thousands  of  supporters 
across  the  denomination.  Directors 
describe  the  organization  as 
"conservative  evangelical"  and  lists  its 
purpose  as  influencing  the  UMC  to 
"return  to  Scriptural  Christianity.” 


Rhodesian  guerrillas 
get  $85,000 grant 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  The  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC)  has  made  a  grant  of 
$85,000  to  the  “Patriotic  Front"  in 
Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe),  a  guerrilla  army 
which  opposes  an  "internal  agreement" 
for  peace  which  has  been  supported  by 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa. 

The  grant,  according  to  WCC  officials, 
will  be  used  for  "humanitarian 
purposes"  such  as  "food,  health,  social, 
educational  and  agricultural  programs" 
run  by  the  front  and  will  not  go  for  the 
purchase  of  weapons  and  other  military 
equipment. 

Along  with  the  grant  came  a  statement 
from  the  WCC  which  blasts  an 
agreement  reached  by  the  white 
Rhodesian  government  and  leaders  of 
two  black  political  factions  —  one  of 
which  is  headed  by  Bishop  Muzorewa. 
Signers  of  this  "internal  agreement’ 
claim  it  would  provide  peace  and 
majority  black  rule  in  Rhodesia.  The 
Patriotic  Front  and  others  opposing  the 
agreement  claim  the  settlement  leaves 
whites  entrenched  in  power  and  must  be 
rejected. 

The  decision  to  fund  the  Patriotic 
Front  came  after  a  year  of  study  by  the 
executive  committee  of  the  WCC.  The 
funds  were  designated  in  August  1977  to 
be  used  by  the  council’s  "Special  Fund  to 
Combat  Racism”  in  the  Rhodesian 
situation,  but  precisely  which  liberation 
faction  there  would  get  the  money  has 
been  up  in  the  air.  Spokespersons  for  the 
WCC  said  the  Patriotic  Front  was 
selected  because  the  executive 
committee  feels  it  best  represents  hopes 


for  peace  with  justice  in  the  war-torn 
country. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  has  claimed  that  the 
Patriotic  Front,  which  has  been  backed 
by  the  Soviet  Union,  is  a  front  for  a 
Marxist  take-over  of  Rhodesia  (see 
TM/UMR,  Aug.  4). 

Asked  by  TM/UMR  how  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  can  be  sure  that  the 
grant  will  actually  be  used  for 
humanitarian  rather  than  military 
purposes,  Bruno  Kroker,  press  officer  for 
the  council,  said  the  council  basically 
depends  on  a  “trust  relationship"  with 
those  to  whom  it  gives  money. 

"We  do,  of  course,  receive  information 
from  many  unofficial  sources  as  to  how 
the  grant  money  is  used,"  Mr.  Kroker 
said,  "but  basically  we  must  depend  on  a 
trust  relationship."  He  said  that  in  the 
past  the  WCC  has  felt  that  this  sort  of 
trust  relationship  has  almost  always 
proved  to  be  well  founded. 

Responding  to  the  announcement  of  the 
grant,  Dr.  Lois  Miller,  head  of  the  world 
mission  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  she  has  reservations  about 
the  wiseness  of  the  WCC  action. 

“I  fear  that  the  grant  pits  black  against 
black  in  Zimbabwe  in  a  way  which  is 
unfortunate,”  Dr.  Miller  said.  “It 
discriminates  against  those  blacks  which 
have  chosen  to  remain  in  Zimbabwe  at 
great  cost  in  favor  of  those  who  have 
chosen  to  flee  the  country. " 

Funding  for  the  grant  comes  from 
designated  gifts  from  local  churches  and 
individuals  around  the  world  and  not 
from  regular  WCC  program  budgets. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  council. 


UM  ecumenist  sees  real 
changes  for  new  pope 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  “A  very  real 
change”  ahead  for  Roman  Catholicism 
as  it  looks  toward  a  new  pope  was 
predicted  last  week  by  a  longtime  United 
Methodist  ecumenist  who  has  played  a 
leading  role  in  the  denomination’s 
relations  with  Rome. 

Dr.  Albert  Outler,  noted  Wesley 
scholar  and  UM  observer  at  the  Second 
Vatican  Council,  joined  other  United 
Methodist  leaders  in  expressing  deep 
appreciation  for  the  life  and  ministry  of 
Pope  Paul  VI,  who  died  Aug.  6. 

He  noted,  however,  that  a  new  pope 
will  have  to  find  “new  patterns.”  Pope 
Paul,  he  said,  in  the  last  five  years  "was 
caught  in  a  vise  between  the  extremes  of 
right  and  left  and  had  to  be  content  with 
what  was  no  better  than  a  holding 
pattern.” 

Terming  the  pope's  death  "a  personal 
loss,”  he  praised  Pope  Paul’s  ecumeni¬ 
cal  vision  and  passion  for  peace  and 
justice  in  the  world. 

“I’ll  remember  him,  and  I  think  he  will 
be  remembered  by  historians,  as  a 
reforming  pope,  as  a  pope  concerned  for 
change  without  disruption,  as  a  pope 
concerned  for  peace  and  a  pope  deeply 
committed  in  his  way  to  the  cause  of 
Christian  unity,"  Dr.  Outler  said. 

Characterizing  Pope  Paul’s  first  five 
years  the  greatest  period  of  his 
pontificate,  Dr.  Outler  noted  that  his  1968 
encyclical  Humane  Vitae  “created  a 
profound  schism  in  the  soul  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  Paul  tried  to  hold 
the  thing  steady  against  forces  of  change 
that  were  too  strong  even  for  him. ” 

Dr.  Outler,  looking  to  the  future, 
predicted:  “There  is  going  to  be  a  very 
real  change  now."  The  new  pope  will 
"have  to  think  of  new  patterns,  and  what 
I  would  expect  from  him  is  a  new 
relationship  between  the  papacy  and  the 
episcopacy,  between  the  pope  and  the 
synod  of  bishops." 

Dr.  Outler  expressed  the  hope  there 
will  be  “enough  commitment  to  the 
ecumenical  cause”  for  the  conclave  of 
cardinals  to  "lay  out  some  of  the  basic 
concerns  and  commitments  of  the  new 
pope  so  that  somebody  who  is  not 
sympathetic  with  this  or  that  concern 
can  say  so  in  advance.  Those  people  I  am 
in  touch  with  will  be  asking  for  a 
commitment  to  the  ecumenical  cause 
and  the  Secretariat  for  Christian  Unity.” 

The  time  has  come  for  a  next  move 
forward,  Dr.  Outler  continued.  “It  will 
have  to  come  from  the  vision, 
imagination  and  inspiration  of  the  new 
pope.  I  think  he  will  find  a  good  deal  of 
expectation  throughout  the  church  for 
significant,  positive  change .  .  .” 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  Secretary 
of  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops,  told  United 
Methodist  Communications  that  Pope 
Paul  was  a  “global  person  who  fulfilled 
not  only  the  symbols  but  the  realities  of 
his  office  in  a  most  effective  way.” 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  said, 
"Methodists  over  the  world  mourn  the 
passing  of  Pope  Paul  VI.  During  his 
papacy  new  relationships  between 
Methodists  and  Catholics  were 
inaugurated  and  annual  bilateral 
conversations  begun  in  1967  continue.  His 


call  to  faith  in  Christ  as  the  hope  of  our 
world  lives  and  shall  continue  to  inspire 
all  Christians  everywhere." 

Commenting  on  the  fruits  of  the 
Methodist-Catholic  conversations, 
Professor  J.  Robert  Nelson  of  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology  said, 
"Discoveries  of  common  belief  and 
mutual  sensitivity  have  been  really 
astonishing.  In  addition,  Catholics  have 
helped  Methodists  rediscover  the  power 
of  the  sacramental  life  of  the  community, 
especially  Wesley’s  own  doctrine  of 
Holy  Communion. 

"Such  benefits  cannot  be  attributed 
directly  to  Pope  Paul,"  Dr.  Nelson 
continued,  "but  indirectly  to  his  policy  of 
encouraging  the  ecumenical  quest  for 
unity ..." 
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RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $12  5u  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance 
Service  charge  lor  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

CHILD  CARE  WORKERS  NEEDED  to  live  in  at 
Methodist  Home,  Waco,  Texas  to  work  directly  with 
small  group  of  troubled  children  and  youth  in 
residential  setting  as  key  members  of  a  child  care 
team  Must  have  personal  habits  and  values 
consistent  with  Christian  principles  Full  and  half¬ 
time  positions  available  for  married  couples  or 
single  persons.  Competitive  salary  plus  liberal  fringe 
benefits  including  room  and  board  while  on  duty,  and 
off-duty  housing.  If  you  are  interested  in  this 
challenging  opportunity,  please  contact  us  aU 
Methodist  Home,  lilt  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas 
76708  1 817 1  763-0181 .  An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 

COLOR  CATALOGUE  ON  HOLY  LAND,  craft, 
supplies  and  souvenirs  Available  for  $2.00  — 
refundable  on  first  order  Send  check  to:  "The  Three 
Arches  of  Bethlehem."  Box  5291,  Lakeland  Fla 
33803. 

CUSTOM  BULLETINS  —  Full  color,  beautifully- 

made  from  a  color  slide  of  your  church.  Often  less 
expensive  or  even  free  with  advertising  plan. 
Samples,  info  The  Mason  Studio.  86  Maple  St 
Homell.  N  Y.  14843 

SPACES  STILL  AVAILABLE  on  New  England  fall 
foliage  motorcoach  tours  32  departures  beginning 
September  20  from  Dallas,  Houston  and  Little  Reck 

13  days.  $580.  everything  included  except  noon 
luncheons.  Dan  Dipert  Tours.  Box  580.  Arlington. 
Tex.  76010.  1817)265-2236 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  '  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  16c,  100,  $15.00;  bronze 
cross,  $1  50;  poems,  'Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  2c.  Plus 
postage  Cross es-2,  1313  Falls  Church.  Raleigh  N.C 
27609. 

HOW  TO  STRETCH  A  DOLLAR  -  201  Practical 
Ways  to  Beal  Inflation.  Guaranteed  savings.  $3.00 
postpaid.  Dr  I.  C.  Brown.  291  McKendree  Manor. 
Hermitage,  Tenn  37076. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS, 
accumulations,  estates  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references 
Box  1181,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.  78403. 

FULL  TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  For  3,000- 
member  urban  church.  Responsible  for 
confirmation,  junior  and  senior  high  programs 
Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Submit 
resume  and  statement  on  professional  goals  to 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee.  Hennepin 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church,  Lyndale  and 
Groveland,  Minneapolis,  Mum.  55403. 

EDUCATION  ASSISTANT,  music,  youth  worker 
needed.  Resume,  references,  picture.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1717  Placida  Drive,  Gallup.  N.M. 
87301. 

ADDRESSOGRAPII.  Model  1955.  Foot  control  feeds 
entire  drawer  ol  plates.  $275.  Cabinet  to  hold  plates 
$25  861  Twin  Oaks.  New  Braunfels,  Tex.  <512  •  625- 
5376. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPS  AND  CONFERENCES: 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Deadline  lor  applications  Sept  _-9. 
1978  For  inlorrnation  write  Dennis  Emrick, 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference.  Box  82c.  Valiev 
Forge,  Pa  19482 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Church  at  Valley  Forge,  Pennsylvania,  is  seeking  a  Business 
'  ninistrator-Treasurer.  Professional  skills  required  in¬ 
clude:  ( 1 )  Thorough  understanding  of  United  Methodist  Church; 
(2)  High  level  of  professional  competence  in  financial  and  busi¬ 
ness  management.  Salary  open:  All  resumes  and  inquiries  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Rev.  Dale  E.  Owens,  510  Williamson  Lane,  Spring- 
field,  Pa.  19064.  An  amplified  copy  of  the  position's  job  description  will 
be  sent  to  each  applicant.  All  resumes  and  inquiries  should  be  submitted 
by  October  1,  1978. 
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Irish  Christians  4 cross  over11  to  reach  out  for  peace 


Bv  ROBERT  LEAR 

BELFAST,  Northern  Ireland  (UMC)  - 
The  contrast  between  the  two  men  hardly 
could  be  sharper. 

Seated  in  the  living  room,  quietly 
sipping  tea,  the  Rev.  Jack  Robinson, 
pastor  of  Suffolk  Methodist  Church, 
could  have  been  a  typical  suburban 
pastor  discussing  his  congregation.  His 
attractive  church,  built  in  1970,  was  a  few 
doors  away  across  green  front  lawns. 

On  the  other  hand,  Sean  Cooney,  a 


Sean  Cooney 


Roman  Catholic  and  former  construction 
worker,  spoke  with  great  agitation.  His 
gnarled  hands  alternately  clawed  the  air 
and  pounded  the  table,  and  his  voice 
frequently  rose  beyond  a  level  needed  to 
fill  the  room  where  his  guests  were 
seated.  His  blue  eyes  flashed  cold  fire. 

Despite  their  disparate  backgrounds, 
both  men  were  speaking  from  a  common 
perspective  —  the  bringing  to  an  end  of 
the  “troubles”  that  have  racked  the  six 
Northern  Ireland  counties  for  10  years. 
Close  to  1,900  persons  have  died  in  that 
time,  and  countless  others  among  the  1.5 
million  calling  this  beautiful  land  home 
bear  permanent  scars. 

Although  the  modest  living  room 
where  Jack  Robinson  was  offering  his 
visitors  tea  was  peaceful  enough  with  its 
electric  fire  on  the  hearth,  a  wire  mesh 
covered  the  windows  to  keep  rocks, 
bottles  and,  perhaps,  more  deadly 
objects  out.  A  few  yards  away  a  heavy 
steel  “peace  fence”  reached  15  feet  into 
the  air  shutting  out  a  view  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  community  just  across 
Stewartstown  Road. 

Sean  Cooney’s  location  had  no  “peace 
fence”  outside  because  it  was  well  within 
the  Ardoyne,  an  enclosed  Catholic  area 
in  Belfast’s  northern  sector.  A  few  doors 
away  bricked  up  houses  gave  mute 
testimony  to  the  countless  acts  of 
violence,  sectarian  murder,  bombing 


and  burning  that  has  made  the  area  one 
of  the  most  treacherous  in  the  city. 

A  construction  worker  for  20  years,  Mr. 
Cooney  now  has  been  a  community 
worker  for  10.  His  street  language  has  a 
sharp  bite  for  bureaucracy  in  whatever 
form  he  finds  it. 

‘Community  is  people* 

"Were  getting  bogged  down  in 
structure  and  forgetting  the  substance  of 
any  community  —  it’s  people,"  he 
shouts,  one  hand  pounding  the  table,  the 
other  clutching  a  half-filled  coffee  cup. 
"We  know  the  score,  we  know  the 
situation  —  just  give  us  the  money  and 
we'll  do  the  job. 

'“You  don’t  give  people  bats  and  balls," 
he  rushed  on,  words  spilling  over  one 
another.  "You  train  them  for  jobs  and 
give  them  housing.’’ 

“Since  1969  I’ve  crossed  the  (religious) 
lines  to  work  with  people,’’  Mr.  Cooney 
asserted,  "and  the  only  way  to  stop  me 
doing  it  is  to  put  me  in  a  box  and  put  dirt 
over  me!” 

Speaking  more  quietly,  but  with  equal 
conviction,  Pastor  Robinson  tells  of  his 
three  years'  efforts  to  bring  peace  to  the 
confronting  sides  of  beleaguered 
Stewartstown  Road. 

"I  have  a  dream  that  Suffolk  can  be  the 
area  where  the  polarization  process  can 
be  reversed,”  he  told  his  guests.  "I 
determined  when  I  came  here  I  was 


going  across  the  street  to  the  Catholic 
side." 

Through  the  efforts  of  Robinson,  and 
some  others  like  him,  the  seven  row- 
houses  behind  the  "peace  fence”  filling 
the  block  between  Suffolk  Methodist 
Church  and  the  community  center  are 
occupied  by  three  Protestant,  two 
Catholic  and  two  "mixed  marriage" 
families. 

During  daylight  hours  residents  from 
both  sides  of  the  street  now  visit  the 
modest  shopping  center  on  the 
Protestant  side  and  generally  are 
"becoming  a  bit  more  sociable." 
Selected  families  on  both  sides  of  the 
street  maintain  a  telephone  linkup  to 
monitor  gatherings  of  youth  or  other 
suspicious  groups. 

Youth  are  charged 

Here,  as  elsewhere  in  Ulster  today, 
youth  and  young  adults  are  charged  with 
being  the  chief  perpetrators  of 
disturbances.  Some  episodes  are  the 
unintentional  result  of  exuberance, 
boredom  or  built-in  distrust  of 
Protestants  by  Catholics  and  vice-versa 
—  and  the  dislike  by  both  of  British 
security  forces;  others  reflect  planned 
violence  by  paramilitary  forces  on  both 
sides. 

"We  try  to  keep  down  the  opportunities 
for  agitation  by  young  people,"  the 
minister  told  his  visitors,  "and  plan  a 


variety  of  programs  to  give  the  youth  a 
chance  to  work  out  their  aggressions.  ” 

A  former  certified  public  accountant 
and  missionary  in  Africa,  Mr.  Robinson 
found  that  his  efforts  at  reconciliation 
were  not  appreciated  by  all  members  of 
his  Suffolk  congregation. 

"I  had  to  fight  the  battle  that  there  are 
Christians  in  other  churches,”  he  mused. 
"Two  prominent  families  moved  out  of 
the  church  and  I  thought  it  would  be  the 
death  of  it,  but  it  actually  was  the 
cleansing  of  it." 

Suffolk  Church  has  about  150  families 
on  the  membership  roll,  but  only  about  40 
"with  any  real  commitment." 

As  a  result  of  a  visit  by  some 
Americans  to  the  church  a  year  or  so 
ago,  interest  irfc.  the  charismatic 
movement  has  developed  and  Pastor 
Robinson  says  he  personally  finds 
substantial  spiritual  help  from  a  prayer 
group  that  meets  weekly  in  a  home.  This 
venture  has  led  to  some  interfaith 
services  with  Catholic  charismatics 
across  the  road. 

Both  the  Methodist  pastor  and  the 
Catholic  community  worker  made  it 
clear  religious  belief  needs  translation 
into  action. 

"Irish  Methodists  are  long  on  theology 
and  short  on  love,"  Jack  Robinson 
mused  at  one  point. 

Sean  Cooney  put  it  more  strongly. 


"We  church  people  must  blame 
ourselves  for  letting  this  happen,”  he 
said,  "for  locking  our  Christianity  in  the 
wardrobe  after  services  on  Sunday. 
We’re  here  to  transform  a  community 
where  all  men  are  created  equal  — 
where  people  will  take  their  Christianity 
out  of  the  closet  and  live  it  every  day !  ” 
Mr.  Lear,  news  director  for  United 
Methodist  Communications.  Evanston. 
III.,  recently  made  a  UM  sponsored  trip 
to  Northern  Ireland. 


Jack  Robinson 


Does  your  church  post 
6 Who  needs  you?9 signs? 


WATERTOWN,  N.Y.  —  The  sign  in 
the  church  hallway  read:  "This  is 
clearly  a  large,  strong,  prospering 
and  self-sufficient  congregation  which 
does  not  either  need  or  want  you.  That 
is  why  no  one  is  speaking  to  you 
today.” 

Would  any  church  deliberately  post 
such  a  sign?  Of  course  not. 

But  church  members  should  guard 
against  unconsciously  projecting  such 
attitudes.  For  visitors  and  newcomers 
can  feel  those  attitudes  as  plainly  as 
though  they  were  prominently 
displayed  on  the  wall. 

That  was  the  message  given  at  a 
recent  program  for  the  Council  on 
Ministries  of  the  Northern  New  York 
conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  meeting  here. 

The  program,  called  “An 
Evangelism  Hint,”  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Martin  Ayer  of  Dexter.  He 
had  posted  around  the  meeting  room 
signs  as  examples  of  attitudes  church 
members  should  not  project.  Some  of 
the  signs  read: 

“If  you  really  need  to  find  the 
pastor,  you  should  be  willing  to  spend 
some  time  looking  for  his  office. '  ’ 


"Despite  what  it  says  in  Luke  14:13, 
we  have  made  it  as  difficult  as 
possible  for  the  lame,  the  maimed,  the 
elderly  or  the  arthritic  to  get  up  our 
steps  and  into  the  building.” 

"Adults  ...  if  you  join  this 
congregation  and  want  to  feel 
accepted,  be  sure  to  join  an  adult 
Sunday  School  class.  Our  minister 
dislikes  people  who  don’t  come  to 
Sunday  School.  " 

"Guess  which  door  is  the  proper  one 
to  use  when  entering  this  building  for 
the  first  time?" 

Mr.  Ayer  credited  Lyle  E.  Schaller 
as  originator  of  the  "Evangelism 
Hint."  Quoting  Dr.  Schaller,  he  said 
unconscious  "signs”  like  those  have 
tremendous  impact  on  the 
expectations,  attitudes  and  behavoir 
of  new  persons  coming  to  the  church. 
Mr.  Ayer  said  that  although  they  may 
not  be  actually  be  posted  on  the  walls 
or  bulletin  board,  "these  signs  are 
highly  visible." 

This  article  is  edited  from  the 
original  which  appeared  in  the 
Northern  New  York  conference 
edition  of  TM/UMR. 


By  archaeologist 

Bible  accuracy  claimed 


VANCOUVER  ( RNS )  -  An 

archaeologist  and  linguist  who  has  spent 
his  life  digging  among  the  ruins  of 
ancient  civilizations,  says  the  Bible  is 
still  his  best  source  book  for  what  took 
place  thousands  of  years  ago. 

Dr.  Donald  Wiseman,  Professor  of 
Assyriology  in  the  University  of  London, 
and  the  author  of  numerous  books  and 
articles  on  archaeological  and  biblical 
subjects,  says  that  in  30  years  of  both 
working  in  the  field  and  study  of  finds,  he 
has  never  yet  found  that  archaeology, 
when  rightly  interpreted,  has  clashed 
with  the  clear  statement  of  Scripture. 

Dr.  Wiseman,  fellow  of  the  British 
Academy,  and  chairman  of  the  British 
School  of  Archaeology  in  Iraq,  said  in  an 
interview  that  the  discovery  of  some 
250,000  documents  from  Old  Testament 
times  by  him  and  his  colleagues  has  only 
confirmed  that  the  Bible  is  God’s  Word  to 
man  in  real,  historical  situations. 

"Archaeology  only  illustrates  the 
world  of  the  Bible.  Most  of  the 
discoveries  are  of  everyday  life,  such  as 
school  reports  of  children  in  the  days  of 
Abraham,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Wiseman  reads,  writes  and  speaks 
14  dialects  and  languages  of  the  Near 
East,  and  has  written  100  articles  and 

New  UMYF 
magazine  now 
off  the  presses 

NASHVILLE  <UMC)  -  The  first  issue 
of  the  quarterly  magazine  UMYF  Arena 
is  rolling  off  the  presses  here,  signaling 
what  many  see  as  a  renewed  interest  in 
local  church  youth  “clubs"  and  the  re- 
emergence  of  a  separate  denominational 
youth  movement. 

The  new  magazine,  including  Update, 
a  supplement  to  be  issued  eight  times 
annually,  is  the  first  curriculum  resource 
of  its  type  issued  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  more  than  a  decade.  The 
primary  focus  of  the  material  is  youth- 
led,  Sunday  evening  meetings  of  senior 
highs,  according  to  the  UMC’s 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Arena  is  replacing  Commonlife,  a  10- 
year-old  publication  for  use  by  adult 
leaders  of  youth.  A  section  of  the  new 
magazine  will  continue  to  carry 
"sharing/caring  topics”  for  adult 
counselors  but  the  primary  audience  will 
be  youth  leaders.  Each  issue  will  include 
a  section  of  "discipleship  programs”  and 
planning  helps,  including  music  and 
recreation  ideas. 


nine  books.  He  argues  that  extra-biblical 
documents  only  reaffirm  the  existence  of 
Old  Testament  kings  and  that  the 
narrative  of  the  Bible  is  confirmed  by  the 
claims  of  history,  geography  and 
archaeology. 

Dr.  Wiseman’s  most  recent  publication 
is  "Peoples  of  Old  Testament  Times," 
and  he  has  just  published  newly 
discovered  documents  from  the  British 
Museum  on  the  Chronicles  of  Babylonian 
Kings,  and  King  Nebuchadnezzar’s 
capture  of  Jerusalem  in  597  BC. 

“The  Bible  is  still  a  real  historical 
presentation,”  the  scholar  maintains. 
"Archaeology  demonstrates  the 
reliability  and  relevance  of  the  Bible." 

On  the  thorny  issue  of  biblical 
inspiration  and  infallibility,  Dr. 
Wiseman  affirmed  his  belief  that  the 
Bible  is  both  reliable  and  inspired,  in  its 
selection,  preservation,  translatability 
and  the  truth  it  conveys. 

Race  incidents 
prompt  move 
of  meeting  site 

NEW  YORK  ( UMC )  -  “  “Incidents  with 
racial  overtones"  which  occurred  at  a 
Pittsburgh  hotel  during  an  April  1978 
meeting  have  prompted  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
transfer  its  October  meeting  to  Detroit. 

According  to  Bishop  D.  Frederick 
Wertz,  the  board’s  president,  and  Tracey 
K.  Jones  Jr.,  general  secretary,  "We  are 
making  this  move  because  of  a  number 
of  complaints  made  by  those  attending 
the  spring  meeting.  The  complaints 
involved  not  only  the  inadequate  service 
but  also  incidents  which  had  racial 
overtones.” 

The  Oct.  13-21  meeting  is  set  for  the 
Radison-Cadillac  Hotel  in  Detroit. 

Board  Treasurer  Stephen  F.  Brimigion 
told  United  Methodist  Communications 
there  were  at  least  five  occasions  when 
people  of  color  were  "given  a  hard  time” 
by  the  William  Penn  Hotel  management, 
principally  in  connection  with  services 
hotels  usually  provide  such  as  check 
cashing. 

When  the  matter  was  called  to  their 
attention,  the  management  seemed 
surprised  and  asked  for  specifics,  which 
were  provided. 

The  hotel  said  it  had  a  management 
training  program  and  a  racially  mixed 
staff.  “‘We  were  not  satisfied  by  that,” 
said  Mr.  Brimigion,  "so  we  talked  again. 
Now  we  have  withdrawn  from  the 
tentative  agreement  we  had  for  the 
October  meeting.” 


Favors  long-term  commitment 


Use  of  short-term  missionaries  challenged 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  current  policy  of 
recruiting  short-term  missionaries  was 
boldly  challenged  by  the  Asia/Pacific 
Coordinator  of  the  World  Division  upon 
her  return  from  a  seven-nation  swing 
through  Asia. 

"Short-term  consultants  and  experts 
may  have  particular  value  in  some 
situations,”  said  Barbara  Chase,  "but  in- 
depth  relationships  can  be  built  only  by 
those  with  a  longer  commitment. 

"As  I  observed  World  Division 
missionaries  in  action,”  she  said,  “their 
more  dynamic  “mission’  seemed  to  be  in 
daily  relationships  rather  than  in  the 
‘job’  per  se.” 

A  missionary  to  Sarawak  in  Southeast 
Asia  for  10  years  before  she  joined  the 
World  Division  staff  here  in  1972,  Ms. 
Chase  returned  to  Asia  on  a  seven-week 
field  trip  which  included  Pakistan,  India, 
Nepal,  Burma,  Hong  Kong,  Taiwan  and 
Japan  with  a  stopover  in  Bangkok. 

She  said  her  trip  strengthened  her 
conviction  that  all  missionaries  should 
have  more  intensive  study  and 
orientation  about  religion,  politics, 
history  and  language  of  the  country  to 
which  they  go.  "We  used  to  provide  a 
year’s  language  study  beforehand,”  she 
noted.  "We  don’t  do  that  any  more."  One 
reason  is  the  difficulty  in  getting  visas 
to  certain  countries,  increasing  the 
uncertainty  over  whether  a  person  will 
be  admitted  to  a  country  after  a  year’s 
language  study,  she  said. 

Hispanics 
cite  optimism 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  (UMC)  - 
Optimism  was  the  mood  of  a  Task  Force 
on  Hispanic  Local  Church  Resources, 
which  met  here  July  30-31  to  follow  up  on 
a  consultation  on  Spanish-language 
resources  held  last  March  under  the 
auspices  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM). 

"I’m  optimistic,”  said  Oscar  O.  Garza 
IV  of  Alice,  Texas,  member  of  GCOM 
and  chairperson  of  the  group.  "Members 
of  our  task  force  are  enthusiastic,  and  the 
response  of  general  church  boards  has 
been  cooperative  and  helpful.” 

Indications  were  that  Spanish¬ 
speaking  United  Methodists  can  look 
forward  to  more  helps  in  the  work  of 
their  churches  in  their  own  language. 

"The  important  thing  is  there  has  been 
a  turnaround  already,”  said  C.  Leonard 
Miller,  GCOM  staff  person  working  with 
the  task  force.  He  cited  increased 
activity  by  most  church  agencies  in 
servicing  Hispanic  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  the  continental  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Detailed  review  was  given  to  resources 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Present  publications 
in  Spanish  were  noted,  and  basic 
resources  not  already  available  were 
reviewed  in  order  to  identify  the 
essential  publications.  Intensive 
evaluation  will  go  on  between  now  and 
the  next  meeting  of  the  task  force  Feb.  9- 
10  in  Dallas. 

Feelings  of  the  Hispanic  participants 
were  summarized  by  the  Rev.  Reinaldo 
Toledo  of  Miami,  Fla.,  who  said  "what  we 
need  to  stress  most  is  United  Methodist 
beliefs,  evangelism  and  stewardship.”  He 
cited  the  need  for  witness  among  new 
immigrants  who,  along  with  a  high  birth 
rate,  account  for  rapid  growth  of  the 
Hispanic  population.  Some  experts 
predict  that  before  many  years 
Hispanics  will  constitute  the  largest 
ethnic  minority  group  in  the  U.  S. 

Puerto  Rico  Annual  Conference 
reported  that  many  of  the  basic 
materials  in  the  new  Comprehensive 
Plan  for  Evangelism  have  been 
translated  for  use  in  the  island  and  may 
be  shared  with  churches  in  the  mainland 

An  advance  copy  of  the  new  bi-lingual 
church  school  resource,”  El  Camino  a 
Dios/The  Path  to  God.”  was  shown  to  the 
group  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  A  unit  for  third  and 
fourth  graders  on  how  to  use  the  Bible, 
the  kit  is  in  both  English  and  Spanish. 


"In  an  earlier  period  we  said  the  ideal 
missionary  was  the  one  working  himself- 
herself  out  of  a  job,”  Ms.  Chase  said, 
"but  that  is  not  where  the  churches  of 
Asia  are  today.  There  are  many  places 
where  nationals  have  been  fully 
responsible  for  the  church  for  years. 
They  are  now  open  to  sharing  with  people 
from  other  parts  of  the  world.  They 
realize  someone  from  another  country 
brings  a  new  dimension  to  mission.” 

Balance  needed 

Asked  if  this  meant  a  change  in  World 
Division  policy,  she  said,  “No,  but  we 
need  a  balance  between  short-  and  long- 
termers.  I  would  hate  to  see  our  mission 
limited  to  short-term  experts.” 

The  term  "career”  missionary  lost 
favor,  she  explained,  because  the 
receiving  churches  felt  they  had  no  say  in 
whether  the  missionary  stayed  or  not. 
Denying  this  was  ever  the  case,  Ms. 
Chase  said  the  World  Division  was 
committed  to  an  evaluation  at  the  end  of 
every  three-year  term. 

A  long-term  commitment  by  ethnic 
minority  persons  is  needed,  she  said. 
“They  have  a  perspective  thftt,\yould  be 
healthy  for  our  mission  communities,  as 
well  as  an  advantage  in  relating  to 
colleague  churches." 


Although  the  seven  countries  she 
visited  were  quite  different  from  one 
another,  the  same  themes  cropped  up 
again  and  again,  she  said. 

The  plight  of  religious  minorities  was  a 
recurring  issue.  In  Pakistan  the 
campaign  to  make  the  country  into  a 
truly  Islamic  state  leaves  Christians 
feeling  left  out  of  the  struggle  to  build  a 
nation,  Ms.  Chase  reported.  While  some 
laws  assure  minorities  of  equal 
privileges,  there  are  many  aspects  of  life 
.to  which  a  Christian  has  no  access. 

This  has  spurred  some  Pakistani 
Christians  to  leave  the  country  or  to  seek 
ways  for  their  children  to  leave.  "The 
departure  of  strategic  educational  and 
medical  personnel  is  leaving  Christian 
institutions  in  Pakistan  in  a  dangerous 
situation,”  she  said,  adding  that  the 
desire  to  leave  was  expressed  in  other 
countries  as  well. 

Government  said  stifling 

Another  over-riding  issue  was 
government  restrictions.  The  socialist 
government  of  Burma,  for  example,  has 
affirmed  that  education  and  social  work 
are  its  responsibility  and  the  church  is 
barred  from  these  activities.  This  has 
tended  to  stifle  the  church’s  outreach, 
Ms.  Chase  observed. 


Summarizing  her  impressions  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  Asia,  Ms.  Chase  said 
she  was  both  excited  and  apprehensive. 

"As  I  look  at  individuals  and  what  they 
are  doing  in  reaching  out  to  new  people 
and  enlisting  them  in  new  ministries,  I 
am  very  excited,"  she  said.  "But  when 
these  people  get  into  the  church 
hierarchy  they  become  bogged  down  in 
administrative  details  and  the  struggle 
to  survive.  This  has  a  lot  to  do  with  the 
economy  and  the  fact  that  Christians  are 
a  minority,"  she  added. 

“Yet  the  church  which  is,  in  some 
ways,  the  most  isolated  —  Burma  —  has 
a  core  of  strength  and  hope  that  comes 
from  people  knowing  they  have  to  go  it 
alone.  They  are  doubly  appreciative  of 
the  few  visitors  who  come  their  way, 
clutching  at  one  to  wring  out  all  the  facts, 
figures  and  insights  they  can.” 

Her  apprehension  stemmed  from  her 
feeling  that  few  churches  seem  to  have  a 
sense  of  direction  or  dream  of  moving 
into  the  future  and  increasing  their 
involvement  in  Christian  witness. 

"Many  strategic  leaders  I  talked  with 
were  trying  to  get  out  of  the  country.  This 
struck  me  as  a  form  of  hopelessness.  And 
who  will  lead  the  church  if  they  leave?" 
she  asked. 


How  to  have  a  stronger 
confirmation 
training  program. 


$ 

Good  advance  planning  can  make  a  big 
difference  in  how  well  you  are  able  to 
help  confirmands  understand  faith  and 
make  a  personal  decision  for  Christ. 


Confirmation  Resources  for  United 
Methodist  Pastors  has  the  practical, 
tested  help  you  need  to  organize, 
conduct,  and  evaluate  confirmation 
groups  using  Confirming  My  Faith  and 
Inquiry.  G03-093988.  3.75 


Use  official  United  Methodist  confirmation  courses. 


For  younger  youth — sixth  through  ninth  graders. 

Confirming  My  Faith  uses  dramatic  situations  to  lead  group  members  to  think  about 
Christian  discipleship.  Then  projects  show  how  to  live  Christian  faith.  A  13-part  study  of 
salvation,  worship,  interpreting  the  Scriptures,  The  United  Methodist  Church,  and  more.  The 
accompanying  multi-media  packet  has  charts,  filmslips,  scripts,  and  soft  vinyl  records  to 
supplement  topics  in  the  student  book. 

G03-034254.  Student  Book.  1.10 

G03-034265.  Multi-Media  Packet.  4.95 

Share  Inquiry:  A  Search  for  Faith  with  your  Senior  Highs  and  adults. 

The  meaning  of  faith,  Christian  ethics,  worship,  the  role  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
much  more  are  discussed  in  this  popular  study.  The  pastor's  guide  gives  help  in  using 
Inquiry  with  separate  groups  of  Senior  Highs  and  adults,  or  you  may  have  a  combined  class. 
G03-09397X.  1.45 

^e>N' 

The  Sacrament  Series  helps  group  members  understand  Baptism  and  Holy  Communion. 
These  two  multi-media  kits  concentrate  on  the  sacraments  as  channels  to  God's  grace,  with 
confirmands  encouraged  to  analyze  the  symbolism  and  theology  of  the  sacramental 
liturgies.  Audio  and  visual  resources  age-grouped  for  pre-school  and  early  elementary 
children,  older  elementary  and  youth  levels,  and  for  older  youth  and  adults.  For  a  powerful 
faith  sharing  experience,  involve  church  members  and  confirmands  of  all  ages  in  these 
studies! 

G03-037406.  The  Sacrament  Series:  Baptism  13.95 

G03-03741 7.  The  Sacrament  Series  Holy  Communion  13.95 
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EDITOR'S  NOTE: 
This  guest  column 
was  written  by  Dr. 
Donald  Webb. 
President  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  of 
Louisiana,  one  of 
two  Methodist  insti¬ 
tutions  of  higher 
learning  in  the 
state.  Dr.  Webb 
was  appointed 
president  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  in  June  of 
1977. 

By  DR.  DONALD  WEBB 

The  long,  hot  summer  of  1978  has  been 
a  time  of  deep  reflection  for  me.  We  have 
completed  our  first  full  year  together, 
and  I  shall  be  forever  grateful  to  you  for 
your  kindness  and  your  generosity  to  me 
and  my  family. 

Working  together  in  harmony  we  have, 
to  my  mind,  accomplished  some  rather 
remarkable  things.  We  have  balanced 
the  budget  at  Centenary  College  for  the 
first  time  in  10  years.  We  talked  to  one 
another,  and  out  of  this  came  a  better 
understanding  of  our  shared 
responsibilities.  And  at  the  College,  we 
are  striving  to  make  Centenary  the  kind 
of  institution  you  will  be  even  more  proud 
to  call  your  own. 

Throughout  the  year  you  have  been 


Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President 
Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 

completely  unselfish  in  your  generosity 
to  the  College,  with  your  financial  and 
moral  support ;  you  have  entrusted  to  our 
care  your  sons  and  daughters;  and  you 
have  invited  me  into  your  homes  and 
churches  with  a  warm  and  friendly 
welcome. 
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help  andj 
iriendship.  we  have  tried  to  share  your 
generosity  at  least  in  small  measure 
More  than  $200,000  in  scholarships  to 
Centenary  has  been  awarded  to  Church 
Career  students,  ministerial  students, 
and  ministerial  dependents.  With  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  we  have  worked 
conscientiously  to  reduce  our  expenses, 
reducing  our  staff  and  faculty,  and 
putting  the  entire  campus  on  an  austere 
budget,  while  carefully  maintaining  the 
academic  excellence  you  want  and 
expect.  We  have  tried  to  make  you  feel 
welcome  at  Annual  Conference,  the 
Pastor's  School,  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women's  meetings  on  our  campus. 

And  best  of  all,  1  think,  we  have  been 
able  to  establish  between  us  a  feeling  of 
community,  where  we  can  all  work  and 
live  together  in  a  spirit  of  love  and 
helpfulness. 

It  has  been  a  good  year,  and  we  have 
done  it  together! 

I  sincerely  wish  I  could  tell  you  that  our 
problems  are  over,  but  you  know,  and  I 
know,  that  they  are  not.  We  must 
continue  to  raise  large  sums  of  money  for 
operating  expenses  and  endowment,  and 
we  must  increase  our  enrollment  to  1,200 
students  just  as  quickly  as  possible. 

We  must  raise  approximately 
$20  million  in  endowment  within  the  next 
five  years,  so  that  we  will  not  have  to  ask 


ished  Remarkable  Things’ 


Dr.  Darrell  Loyless 


Dr.  Andrew  Pate 


Jesse  Outlaw 


John  Meyer 


Charles  Simmons 


for  large  sums  annually  to  balance  our 
budget.  With  such  an  endowment  and  an 
increased  student  population,  many  of 
our  financial  problems  will  be  solved. 

Although  the  task  is  formidable,  I  am 
completely  confident  of  success  for  two 
main  reasons.  I  believe  in  my  heart  that 
the  United  Methodist  Churches  of  this 
Conlerence  will  continue  to  support  us, 
and  I  believe  Centenary  now  has  one  of 
the  best  administrative  staffs  in  the 
country.  We  are  working  as  a  team,  we 
understand  each  other’s  job,  we’re  help¬ 
ing  one  another,  and  we're  anxious  to 
make  Centenary  fiscally  sound  just  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Dr.  Darrell  Loyless,  our  distinguished 


young  history  protessor,  has  been 
assigned  the  task  of  Vice  President  lor 
Development,  and  he  will  be  assisted  by 
two  of  the  most  capable  young  men  I 
know:  Dr.  Chuck  Simmons,  recently 
appointed  by  Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin 
to  be  Director  of  Church  Relations,  and 
John  Meyer,  who  comes  here  from  a 
successful  career  at  Wooster  College  in 
Ohio  as  Director  of  Development  and 
Alumni  Relations. 

Dr.  Andrew  Pate,  a  Methodist  minister 
from  Emory  University,  has  joined  our 
staff  as  Director  of  Admissions,  and  will 
be  in  touch  with  you  seeking  students 
from  your  church.  Jesse  Outlaw,  who 
held  a  very  responsible  job  in  the  Office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Administration  in 


Baton  Rouge,  has  returned  to  the  College 
as  Business  Manager  to  help  keep  a  tight 
rein  on  our  finances. 

These  capable  and  energetic  new  staff 
people  join  our  respected  veterans,  Dr. 
Dorothy  Gwin  as  Acting  Dean,  Lyn 
Erickson  as  Dean  of  Students,  David 
Dykes  as  Director  of  Church  Careers, 
Johnson  Watts  (professor  of  foreign 
language)  as  Registrar,  and  Maurie 
Wayne,  Director  of  Public  Relations,  to 
form  a  first-rate  administrative  staff  of 
which  I  am  extremely  proud. 

The  job  ahead  of  us  at  Centenary  is  a 
real  challenge,  but  with  men  and  women 
ol  good  will  working  together,  success 
cannot  be  too  far  beyond  the  horizon. 
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-Around  The  Conference - 


Springhill,  English  Pastors  Exchange  Pulpits 


SPRINGHILL  -  The  Springhill  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  host  this 
summer  to  an  exchange  minister  and 
his  family  from  England.  Rev.  John  A. 
Lloyd-Williams,  minister  of  Westlands 
Methodist  Church  in  Newcastle-Under 
Lyme,  England,  has  for  six  weeks 
changed  pulpits  with  the  Springhill 
church’s  pastor,  Rev.  James  Evans. 

Rev.  Lloyd-Williams  is  a  native  of 
Wales,  but  grew  up  in  London.  He 
graduated  from  Christ’s  College, 
Cambridge,  with  a  degree  in  law.  After 
teaching  for  a  year,  he  attended 
Richmond  College,  London,  for 
theological  training  where  he 
graduated  with  honors  in  1967.  In 
Rome,  Italy,  he  was  assistant  minister 
at  the  English  language  Methodist 
Church,  and  then  spent  four  years  in  the 
Northwich  Circuit  in  Cheshire,  England. 

Mrs.  Lloyd-Williams  —  Dorothy  —  is 
a  native  of  Franklin,  Penn.  She  was 
ordained  a  deacon  in  the  western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference  in 
1965.  She  attended  Richmond  College  in 
England,  where  she  met  John.  Dorothy 
has  held  several  offices  in  her  local 
Methodist  district  and  presently  serves 
as  a  local  preacher.  They  have  two 
daughters,  ages  nine  and  six. 


Kids  Learn  ‘ Signing ’ 

SULPHUR  —  The  kindergarten  class 
of  the  Maplewood  United  Methodist 
Church  Vaction  Church  School  learned 
a  silent  form  of  communicating:  sign 
language.  The  children  demonstrated 
their  new  talent  as  they  sang  during  the 
closing  program  of  VCS.  Mrs.  Terry 
Willis  taught  the  sign  language. 


Women’s  Week  Set 

DALLAS,  Tex.  —  The  fourth  annual 
Women’s  Week  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  is  scheduled  for  Sept.  25-29. 
The  event  is  open  to  all  men  and 
women,  students,  alumnae,  spouses, 
staff,  faculty  and  other  laypersons. 
Women’s  Week  will  feature  a  series  of 
lectures,  study  sessions,  worship 
services  and  panel  discussions  on  the 
theme  of  women’s  relation  to  the 
church. 

Information  on  the  complete 
program  may  be  obtained  from  Ms. 
Dixie  Robertson,  chairperson,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Tex.  75275.  For 
housing  information  and  reservations, 
contact  Park  Cities  Inn,  6101  Hillcrest, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75205,  or  the  Ramada  Inn, 
6060  N.  Central  Expressway,  Dallas, 
Tex.  75206,  or  Day’s  Inn-Parkway,  4245 
N.  Central  Expressway,  Dallas,  Tex. 
75205. 

Families  To  Camp 

GREENWELL  SPRINGS  -  A  four- 
district  Family  Camp  will  be  held  at  the 
Istrouma  Methodist  Camp  on  Labor 
Day  Weekend,  Sept.  1-4.  Outdoor 
activities  such  as  hiking  and  softball 
are  planned  as  well  as  informal  worship 
services  and  a  potluck  dinner. 


Centenarian 

Honored 


Smith  Book  Penned 

SHREVEPORT  -  A  book  entitled. 

The  Dean  Smith  Years  —  Centenary 
College  and  the  Four  Square  Bible 
Class”  has  been  written  by  Dr.  Bentley 
Sloane  and  will  be  published  Sept.  24. 

This  book  is  the  first  written  material 
on  the  life  of  the  great  Centenary  Bible 
teacher  who  came  to  the  campus  in  1920 
and  spent  more  than  40  years  in  the 
dual  role  of  college  professor  and 
teacher  of  the  famous  Four  Square 
Bible  Class. 

Dr.  Sloane  studied  Bible  under  Dean 
Smith  and  is  currently  one  of  the 
teachers  of  the  well-known  men’s  Bible 
class  at  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
He  is  a  retired  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  works  part-time  with 
the  Church  Careers  program  of 
Centenary  College. 

Copies  of  the  book  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Four  Square  Bible  Class,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Head  of 
Texas  Street,  Shreveport,  La.  71101. 


Rally  Held 


Kindergarteners  of  the  Maple¬ 
wood  UMC  Vacation  Church  School 
demonstrate  their  newly  learned 
sign  language. 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  A  Missional 
Priority  Rally  will  be  held  Sept.  25  and 
26  at  Dillard  University.  The  rally  is 
sponsored  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  on 
behalf  of  the  three  missional  priorities 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church:  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church, 
evangelism  and  world  hunger.  Similar 
rallies  are  being  held  in  all  the 
episcopal  areas. 

Couple  Leads 

WINNSBORO  —  Evangelist  Rev.  Ron 
Ball  of,  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  his  wife 
Amy  led  the  "Summer  Spiritual 
Revival"  at  First  Methodist  Church 
Aug.  20-23.  Amy  held  special  services 
for  children  during  the  worship 


NAPOLEON V1LLE  -  Mrs.  Clara 
Exnouch,  affectionately  known  as 
"Mrs.  Nute  Nute,”  was  honored  for  her 
75  years  of  service  to  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  July  9. 
Mrs.  Exnouch,  who  celebrated  her 
l#0th  birthday  earlier  this  year,  was 
honored  with  a  special  program  and  a 
plaque  by  the  "Busy  Bees"  auxiliary 
group  during  the  morning  service.  Mrs. 
Exnouch  has  served  as  church 
secretary  for  more  than  35  years,  as 
clan  leader,  as  president  of  Stewards 
and  as  a  member  of  the  choir  and 
"Busy  Bees”  group.  Following  the 
service  IV^rs.  Exnouch  was  the  honored 
guest  at  a  reception  and  one  of  the 
feature  attractions  of  a  parade  through 
Napoleonville  and  nearby  towns. 

She  has  lived  at  her  present 
residence,  built  by  her  parents,  for 
more  than  75  years. 


Minorities  Aided 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  is  helping  ethnic 
minorities  find  jobs  in  the  private 
sector  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area.  Rev. 
L.L.  Haynes  Jr.,  pastor,  notes  that 
some  $10,000  has  been  allocated  for  the 
program  by  local  business,  industry 
and  government  sources. 


Small ,  But  Big 


SHREVEPORT  -  Although  Round 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church  has 
only  43  members  on  its  roll,  it  drew 
more  than  70  persons  to  its  Vacation 
Church  School  July  24-28.  For  its 
curriculum,  the  staff  utilized  resources 
specially  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of 
black  children.  Rev.  James  A.  Graham 
is  pastor  of  the  church. 


Ashram  Coming 

JENNINGS  —  The  South  Louisiana 
Christian  Ashram  is  planned  for  Sept. 
28-30,  with  day  sessions  to  be  held  in  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
evening  sessions  to  be  in  Our  Lady  Help 
of  Christians  Catholic  Church  in 
Jennings.  The  ecumenical  venture  is  a 
spiritual  enrichment  program  for  lay 
persons  and  clergy. 

Speakers  will  be  Rev.  George  Ross, 
evangelist,  Terrace  United  Methodist 
Church,  Houston,  Tex.;  Dr.  Charles 
Farah,  Jr.,  Bible  teacher,  Oral  Roberts 
University,  Tulsa,  Okla;  Mrs.  Marilyn 
Ford,  Church-in-Action  Leader  and 
author  of  "These  Blind  Eyes  Now  See” , 
and  Father  Carey  Landry,  music  and 
youth  ministry.  University  of 
Southwestern  Louisiana,  Lafayette,  La. 


After  100  Years 


Hineston  Church  Leveled  By  Fire 


The  Fellowship  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Hineston  was 
completely  destroyed  by  fire 
Sunday  afternoon,  Aug.  13.  The 
two-story  structure,  which  had 
been  completely  redecorated 
recently,  was  struck  by  lightning 
during  a  thunderstorm.  Nothing 


was  salvaged  before  flames 
engulfed  the  building. 

The  church  is  a  part  of  the 
Glenmore  Charge  served  by 
Rev.  David  Strozier.  The 
Fellowship  UMC  congregation 
recently  celebrated  its  100th 
anniversary. 
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Louisiana  Methodist 
Foundation  Plans 
‘Money’  Seminars 


By  CLYDES.  CLARK 
Foundation  Executive  Director 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Clyde  S.  Clark,  Executive  Director,  has 
scheduled  four  "Money  Management 
Seminars”  for  the  fall  season. 

The  dates  are  as  follows:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Alexandria,  Sept.  19, 
6:30  p.m.;  St.  Matthew’s  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Metairie,  Sept.  26,  6:30  p.m.; 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  Oct.  17,  7  p.m.;  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  Nov.,  7, 
6:30  p.m. 

The  seminars  are  a  continuation  of  the 
broad  based  education  program  which  is 
carried  on  by  the  Foundation.  During 
last  year  nine  such  seminars  were 
conducted  throughout  the  state  with 
more  than  1,000  people  in  attendance.  A 
staff  of  45  professional  persons  served  on 
the  panels  for  the  various  seminars. 

The  purpose  of  the  seminars  is  to 
furnish  high  level  professional  help  in  the 
area  ol  estate  planning,  personal  money 
management  and  to  emphasize  the 
importance  of  Christian  stewardship  of 
present  and  accumulated  resources. 

The  subjects  which  will  be  discussed 
by  panel  members  include  "Do  You  Need 
A  Will?,"  “Shaping  Up  Your  Invest¬ 
ments,”  "How  To  Give  and  Save  Taxes," 
“The  Advantages  of  Trust  Funds,"  “Sen¬ 
sible  Giving  Through  Life  Insurance,” 
and  “Stewardship  of  Accumulated  Re¬ 
sources,  Present  and  Future.” 


Clergy,  Staffs 
To  Participate 
In  Workshop 


Ministers  and  staffs  of  Methodist 
churches  in  South  Louisiana  will  gather 
Sept.  12  for  a  one-day  Multiple  Staff 
Workshop,  to  be  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m 
to  3  p.m.  Leader  of  the  event  will  be  Dr. 
S.  Duane  Bruce,  Executive  Director  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  on 
Ministries.  The  purpose  of  the  event  is  to 
provide  specific  guidance  on  ways  to 
make  multiple  staff  ministry  more 
effective,  to  make  communication  easier 
among  staff  members  and  to  learn  from 
other  participants.  All  ministers  and 
staff  personnel  —  paid  and  volunteer, 
part-time  and  full-time  —  have  been 
invited. 


Whgn  possible,  the  panel  members  are 
selected  from  the  cities  in  which  the 
seminars  are  held.  However,  in  order  to 
secure  highly  qualified  persons,  it  is 
sometimes  necessary  to  import  panel 
members  from  other  cities. 


Over  $40,000 
Committed 


Since  the  last  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference  in  June,  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  has  received 
notice  of  commitments  totaling  more 
than  $40,000. 

One  bequest  is  lor  more  than  $20,000. 
When  it  becomes  property  of  the 
Foundation,  the  income  will  be  divided 
between  a  local  church,  three  institutions 
supported  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  the  Foundation. 


The  second  commitment  will  be  an 
immediate  gift  of  $20,000  or  more  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  the  Retired 
Ministers’  Homes  Board  in  building 
another  home  for  a  retired  minister.  The 
site  for  the  retirement  home  has  not  yet 
been  selected.  The  Reverend  James  L. 
Adams  of  Jena,  Louisiana  serves  as 
Chairman  of  this  Board  for  retired 
ministers. 


S.  Duane  Bruce 
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Septem  ber  Calendar 

September  8-1U  Lab  School  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 

8-10  Jurisdiction  Approved  Lab/Seminar  Broadmoor.  Shreveport 
10  Retired  Minister's  Home  Sunday 
12  Multiple  Staff  Workshop,  Baton  Rouge 

16  Board  of  Laity,  Alexandria 

17  Ministry  Sunday 
20-21  My  JOB  Event,  Dallas 

22-23  Annual  Meeting  Coni.  UMW,  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 
22-23  My  JOB  Event,  Kansas  City 
24  Christian  Education  Sunday 

24- 30  Christian  Education  Week 

25- 26  Missional  Priority  Rally,  Dillard  University 
25-26  Conference  on  the  Ordained  Ministry.  Dallas 

27- 28  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministriies,  Dallas 

28- 30  South  Louisiana  Christian  Ashram 

29- 30  Archivist  History  Workshop  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
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<***»»*>*»»!***  Editorials- 


World  council  grant  to  ‘Patriotic 
Front’  is  counter-productive 


The  recent  decision  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  executive 
committee  to  grant  $85,000  to  the 
"Patriotic  Front1'  in  Rhodesia/ 
Zimbabwe  (see  TM/UMR.  August  18)  is 
both  counter-productive  and  unwise. 

After  a  year  of  study,  the  four-member 
committee  of  the  council  chose  to  give 
the  funds  to  the  guerrilla  forces  of  Joshua 
Nkomo  and  Robert  Mugabe  because 
(according  to  a  WCC  statement)  "the 
internal  settlement  which  has  been 
adopted  by  other  liberation  groups"  is 
not  acceptable. 

While  we  support  the  WCC’s  ongoing 
practice  of  making  such  grants  to  groups 
around  the  world  struggling  for 
liberation  from  oppression,  we  believe 
this  most  recent  grant  is  ill-conceived 
and  poorly  timed. 

We  object  to  this  grant  for  two  reasons: 

1.  The  council  has  offered  no  adequate 
statement  explaining  why  it  has  chosen 
to  cast  its  support  to  the  "Patriotic  Front.” 
Instead,  it  has  stated  its  rationale  to  be 
one  of  not  supporting  liberation  groups 
which  back  the  internal  agreement.  We 
believe  that  if  the  WCC  has  chosen  to  give 


such  a  sum  of  money  to  the  "Patriotic 
Front,”  the  merits  of  the  recipient  are 
the  issue  and  not  what  it  considers  to  be 
the  lack  of  merit  of  the  recipient’s  foes. 

2.  The  grant  has  been  presented  during 
a  time  when  its  political  significance  and 
repercussions  will  undoubtedly  outweigh 
its  declared  intent  of  "humanitarian” 
aid.  In  a  situation  where  international 
opinion  is  so  crucial,  the  grant  makes  it 
appear  that  the  churches  of  the  world 
back  the  position  of  the  "Patriotic 
Front”  exclusively.  What  could  have 
been  an  act  of  Christian  love  and 
assistance  for  victims  of  war  will  become 
a  political  tool. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  during  a  time 
when  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
Zimbabweans  hang  in  a  fragile  balance 
between  war  and  peace,  that  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  would  take  such  an 
action.  While  there  is  still  the  possibility 
of  achieving  a  just  negotiated  peace,  we 
believe  supporting  those  who  have 
publicly  advocated  violence  as  the  only 
solution  is  indefensible  and  can  only 
serve  to  undermine  the  WCC’s. 
credibility. 


Career  missionaries  still  needed 


The  recent  affirmation  of  "career 
missionaries"  by  a  high  ranking  staff 
member  of  our  denomination's  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  was  a  welcome  word 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  a 
new  local  church  edition  at  Newark  UMC 
in  Newark,  Delaware  (Peninsula  Annual 
Conference  > . 

Each  week  about  1,000  subscriber- 
families  at  Newark  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  their 
own  local  church  news  printed  on  the 
front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  cm 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  newspaper  informative  and  that  you 
will  join  with  our  other  readers  across 
the  nation  in  providing  feedback  via 
1  ‘Letters  to  the  Editor.  ’ 1 

To  our  continuing  readers  across  the 
church  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter)." 


indeed  (see TM/UMR,  Aug.  18). 

For  nearly  two  decades  the  prevailing 
thought  of  our  world  mission  officials  has 
been  that  the  era  of  career  missionary 
service  is  ending.  Emphasis  increasingly 
has  been  on  short-term  personnel  sent  for 
a  specific  technical  task  with  the  idea  of 
"working  themselves  out  of  a  job." 

While  short-term  missionaries  are  of 
great  value  and  importance  to  our 
missionary  efforts  overseas,  it  is 
unfortunate  that  their  service  has  often 
been  thought  of  as  being  “in  place  of” 
rather  than  “in  addition  to”  those 
persons  whose  mission  goals  are  more 
long-term. 

We  are  pleased  to  hear  Barbara  Chase 
of  the  World  Division  staff  affirm  upon 
returning  from  a  recent  tour  of  Asian 
mission  stations  that  there  is  a  need  for 
persons  with  long-term  commitments. 

Her  comments  are  worth  repeating: 
"Short-term  consultants  and  experts 
may  have  particular  value  in  some 
situations,  but  in-depth  relationships  can 
be  built  only  by  those  with  longer 
commitment." 

We  hope  her  comments  will  spark 
discussion  and  a  reexamination  of  our 
mission  board’s  recruitment  policies  as 
they  relate  to  length  of  service. 


My  Witness 

You  don  h  have  to  take 
failure  personally 


ft^fl 

Jim  Rodgers 


By  JIM  RODGERS 

I  want  to  share  with  you  the  greatest 
thing  I’ve  learned  this  past  year.  It’s 
taken  me  twenty-five  years  to  learn  it, 
but  learning  it  has  made  all  the 
difference  in  the  world  for  me  and  I  want 
to  share  it  with  some  of  you  who  really 
need  to  learn  it. 

YOU  DON’T  HAVE  TO  TAKE 
FAILURE  PERSONALLY! 

I  guess  a  lot  of  you  have  known  that  all 
along,  but  there  must  be  a  lot  of  people 
like  me  who  always  take  their  failures 
personally.  Most  of  us  have  a  fair 
number  of  both  victories  and  failures, 
and  I  guess  that  I’ve  been  no  exception. 
But  the  reason  failure  has  always  been  so 
tough  on  me  is  that  I’ve  had  some  kind  of 
strange  need  to  take  every  failure 
personally,  and  it  just  need  not  be  so. 
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All  my  life,  failure  and  criticism  that 
follows  has  left  me  depressed  and  guilty. 
When  1  failed,  the  message  I  received 
was:  something  is  wrong  with  you.  The 
message  was  not  that  I  had  done  some¬ 
thing  unsuccessful  or  that  I  had  made  a 
mistake.  The  message  was  how  bad  I 
was. 

Now  Jesus  never  comes  at  people  that 
way.  Even  with  the  woman  at  the  well, 
Jesus  did  not  go  into  a  long  chapter  and 
verse  routine  as  to  how  bad  she  was.  He 
did  not  berate  her  personhood.  He  only 
dealt  with  a  fact  of  her  actions.  Jesus 
"depersonalized”  her  failure.  He  took 
her  problem  out  of  her  personhood  and 
made  it  a  problem  of  her  behavior. 

When  I’ve  been  able  to 
"depersonalize”  my  failures.  I’ve  often 
been  able  to  learn  something  from  them. 
When  I’ve  taken  my  failures  personally, 
I  very  seldom  learn  anything  at  all 
except,  of  course,  that  witch  message: 
You’re  just  no  good. 

Another  thing  I’ve  been  learning  about 
me  is  that  I  grew  up  under  the  injunction, 
"you  can  do  anything  you  really  want  to 
do!  ’’  Now,  of  course,  there  is  a  half  truth 
there,  and  that’s  why  it  is  so  tricky.  Often 
by  really  committing  myself  to 
something  with  determination,  I  have 
been  able  to  accomplish  some  things 
which  have  given  me  great  joy  and  made 
me  feel  very  good  about  myself.  But  just 
as  often,  as  great  as  it  sounds,  “you  can 
do  anything  you  really  want  to  do"  has 
been  a  bitter  trap.  Despite  my  best 
effort,  I  fail,  and  the  message  again  is: 
you're  bad.  If  you'd  really  tried,  you’d 
have  made  it. 

Both  success  and  failure  are  a  part  of 
the  tapestry  of  my  life.  You  don’t  have  to 
never  fail  to  be  a  winner.  My  worth  is 
rooted  deeply  in  the  fact  that  God 
personally  brought  me  into  being  and 
cares  for  me  eternally,  not  in  some  kind 
of  foolish  idea  that  if  I  will  just  work  a 
little  harder,  I’ll  miraculously  never 
again  fail. 

This,  of  course,  is  just  the  great 
Biblical  doctrine  of  grace,  which  my 
head  has  known  for  a  long  time,  and 
which  my  heart  has  always  known,  but 
isn’t  it  amazing  how  long  it  takes  some  of 
us  to  really  root  our  lives  in  it?  And,  of 
course,  when  I  really  find  myself  freed 
from  all  the  abnormal  weight  of  grading 
my  life  on  some  sort  of  celestial 
gradebook  where  98  just  isn’t  good 
enough,  then  I'm  free  to  properly  assess 
my  mistakes,  learn  from  them,  and 
move  out  in  a  new  and  positive  direction. 

This  week's  contributor  to  "My 
Witness"  is  the  Rev.  Jim  Rodgers,  pastor 
of  Chapel  Hill  UMC  in  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference). 
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In  trust 

By  GAIL  COOKE 
At  last,  at  last,  a  child  of  my  own ! 

Yet  those  far  wiser  have  always  known 
That  you  love  not  possess,  for  it  seems 
No  mother  shares  her  child’s  soul  or 
dreams; 

Nor  knows  how  someday  this  infant  man 
Will  be  a  part  of  God’s  loving  plan. 

A  child  is  loaned  to  you  but  a  while  — 

For  this  thank  God  with  prayer  and  a 
smile. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Let’s  open  our  hearts  and  minds 
and  forget  misleading  labels 


By  POLLY  WILDS 

My  conservative  friends  think  I  am 
liberal;  my  liberal  friends  label  me 
conservative.  Why  do  people,  churches, 
organizations  and  political  parties  need 
labels? 

Perhaps  most  people  are  a  little  bit  of 
both  at  one  time  or  other  in  their  lives,  or 
as  some  would  call  it  —  right  down  the 
middle.  In  my  judgment,  the  Bible  is  full 
of  statements  supporting  both  liberal  and 
conservative  viewpoints  —  it  primarily 
depends  upon  interpretation.  Many 
persons  maintain  Jesus  was  a  liberal; 
others,  a  conservative.  Wasn’t  he  really 
both  —  conserving  and  preserving  sound 
principles,  but  willing  to  take  risks  and 
not  being  bound  by  orthodox  doctrine  or 
established  forms  in  political  or  religious 
philosophy. 

Certainly  we  must  be  allowed  the 
freedom  of  thought  as  befits  a  person  of 
free  birth,  but  radical  change  sometimes 
destroys  the  basic  principles  of  our 
Christian  faith. 

My  observation  has  been  that  far  too 
often,  so-called  “ultra  liberals”  deny 
their  more  conservative  (and 
sometimes,  older)  fellow  beings  the 
prerogative  of  maintaining  a  more 
moderate  view  of  a  political  or  religious 
situation.  And,  likewise,  the  “ultra 
conservative”  may  quickly  deny  the 
more  liberal  (and  many  times,  younger) 
person  the  privilege  of  change. 

We  should  be  aware  that  no  one  on  this 
earth  has  an  inside  track  on 
interpretation  of  our  Holy  Bible,  and  this 
is  good.  How  else  would  we  seek,  study 
and  learn  through  the  ages  if  things  were 
totally  static? 

“Judge  not,  that  you  be  not  judged," 


(Matthew  7: 1  >  should  be  uppermost  in 
our  minds  when  we  are  so  prone  to 
malign  another’s  viewpoint.  Respect 
through  disagreement  truly  demonstrates 
our  Lord’s  teachings  throughout  the  New 
Testament.  Compassion  and  understand¬ 
ing  were  woven  into  each  parable.  How 
can  we  truly  do  unto  others  as  we  would 
have  them  do  unto  us?  Many  ways,  of 
course.  But  allowing  one  the  conviction 
of  his  own  belief  and  respecting  his  philo¬ 
sophy  (however  much  in  disagreement 
with  yours),  certainly  is  one  way. 

Don’t  get  uptight  if  your  friends  or 
family  still  enjoy  singing  the  old  gospel 
hymns,  but  in  turn,  don’t  fret  if  others 
think  change  is  needed  in  our  church 
music.  Some  persons  seem  to  find 
criticism  of  a  church’s  pastor  or  the 
program  of  the  church,  or  whatever,  as 
an  excuse  to  absolve  themselves  of  their 


guilt  or  frustrations. 

The  truly  religious  person  who  seeks  to 
follow  in  the  steps  of  the  Master  adheres 
to  the  principles  of  love  Jesus  so  greatly 
demonstrated.  He  did  not  condone 
"littleness”,  and  admonished  his 
followers  for  practicing  piety  before  men 
in  order  to  be  seen  by  them. 

Let  us  all  be  conservative  enough  to  try 
to  adhere  to  our  principles,  but  at -the 
same  time,  risk  ourselves  to  change 
unchristian  attitudes  and  policies.  Being 
open-minded  and  weighing  each  item  is  a 
must  in  dealing  with  persons  of  opposite 
views. 

Labels  are  misleading  and 
unnecessary.  Open  your  heart,  your 
mind  —  and  your  Bible. 

This  week's  contributor  to  “ Here  I 
Stand"  is  Polly  Wilds,  a  member  of 
Chapel  Hill  UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas. 


IP  ONLY  I  C00LP 
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Debate  of  Rhodesian  statement  continues 


To  the  Editor: 

From  the  accounts  I  have  read  in  your 
paper  and  in  others,  the  purpose  of  the 
Women's  Division  in  making  a  statement 
on  the  Zimbabwe  situation  has  not  been 
understood. 

Since  I  chair  the  committee  on  the 
United  Nations  and  International 
Affairs,  a  subcommittee  of  the  Section  of 
Christian  Relations  of  the  Women's 
Division,  I  do  have  some  of  the 
background  information  used  in  making 
the  recommendation  to  the  division.  Ms. 
Adjali,  who  is  married  to  an  Algerian, 
and  who  grew  up  in  that  country  because 
her  missionary  parents  were  stationed 
there,  is  one  of  our  most  fervent 
advocates  of  the  rights  of  all  peoples,  and 
is  a  person  of  greater  integrity  in  her 
Christian  commitment  than  many 
officials  of  the  church,  in  my  opinion. 

The  purpose  of  the  resolution  was  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States  some  of 
the  problems  with  support  of  a 
settlement  which  did  not  promise  peace 
with  freedom  for  the  black  people  of 
Zimbabwe,  since  it  gives  no  promise  of 
black  rule  without  veto  from  the  white 
minority,  which  Smith  represents  in  an 
illegal  government. 

The  agreement  itself  starts  out  with, 
"In  order  to  end  the  economic 
sanctions,"  with  no  word  of  freedom  for 
the  oppressed.  If  the  informants  of  the 
bishop  on  the  politics  of  our  staff  person 
were  the  same  as  advised  him  on  the 
business  politics  of  the  purchase  of 
chrome,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why 
l^e  would  assume  that  they  were  a 
reliable  source  of  information. 

The  facts  of  the  situation  have  been 
published  in  several  newspapers  and 
magazines,  and  United  Methodists  who 
have  been  informed  by  mission  studies 
such  as  the  one  a  year  ago  on  “The 
Nations  of  Southern  AJrica:  Dilemma  for 
Christians,”  are  aware  of  the  reliable 
sources  of  information  and  of  the 
problems  of  taking  any  one  opinion  on 
such  a  complicated  matter,  but  at  the 


same  time  the  need  to  inform  their 
representatives  in  Congress  of  their 
opinion,  so  that  the  most  informed  vote 
possible  can  be  registered. 

Florence  Isaacs 

Medina,  Texas 
Bishop  deserves  support 
To  the  Editor: 

The  message  from  Bishop  Muzorewa 
to  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  printed 
in  the  August  4  issue  was  enlightening  as 
to  his  stand  on  the  new  Rhodesian 
government  that  is  to  take  effect 
January  1,  1979.  It  was  especially 
interesting  to  read  what  our  Methodist 
bishop  had  to  say  about  a  leading 
spokeswoman  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  It  seems  to  me  that  our 
Council  of  Bishops  should  take  a  stand 
backing  Bishop  Muzorewa  and  censuring 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for 
publicly  going  against  our  Bishop.  If  they 
do  not  have  the  authority,  the  1980 
General  Conference  should  take  this 
stand. 

I  also  read  in  an  Associated  Press 
article  datelined  Canterbury,  England, 
that  several  bishops  attending  the  world 
Anglican  Communion’s  Lambeth 
Conference,  representing  the  64  million 
members  of  the  Anglican  Communion 
Churches,  were  appalled  that  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  is  giving  an  $85,000 
cash  grant  to  back  guerrillas  fighting  in 
Rhodesia  against  the  new  provisional 
Rhodesian  government.  These  same 
guerrillas  seven  weeks  ago  massacred 
thirteen  white  missionaries  and  children. 
I  question  whether  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  continue  to  support  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  when  they 
back  guerrilla  movements  like  this. 

Albert  B.  Lee 

Fort  Myers,  Florida 

‘Extraordinary  message’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  publishing  the  complete 
message  from  Bishop  Muzorewa  in  the 
August  4  issue.  Your  editorial  was 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 
So  what  does  clowning 
have  to  do  with  church? 


Sharon  Mielke 


"You’re  going  to  report  on  what-did- 
you-say?" 

A  bit  nervously  I  repeated  to  quizzical 
members  of  my  family  at  our  annual 
family  picnic  that  my  next  assignment 
was  to  cover  a  national  workshop  on 
clowning,  mime  and  puppetry  at 
Nashville. 

Almost  all  of  them  being  United 
Methodists,  their  next  statement  was, 
"Well,  I’ll  certainly  be  interested  to  read 
how  that  has  anything  to  do  with  the 
church." 

One  does  have  to  give  families  credit 
sometimes  for  being  willing  to  suspend 
their  disbelief,  at  least  momentarily,  out 
of  love  for  a  family  member. 

Needless  to  say  I  went  to  Nashville  for 
the  clown  workshop  with  some 
trepidation  about  what  all  this  “monkey- 
business"  has  to  do  with  being  a 
Christian.  But  let  me  tell  you  right  off  the 
bat  that  I’ve  been  convinced.  I  even 
came  back  to  the  Dallas  office  wearing  a 
big  red  rubber  nose,  full  of  excitement 
about  putting  on  grease  paint,  and 
bragging  on  my  newly  acquired  juggling 
skills.  My  kids  couldn't  believe  it  and 
have  been  begging  ever  since  to  get  in  on 
the  fun. 

It  is  fun,  but  these  foolish  arts,  I 
believe,  also  result  in  Christians  learning 
how  to  risk  themselves  —  in  loving  and 


witnessing  —  and  having  a  good  time 
doing  it. 

Let  me  tell  you,  one  feels  like  a  “fool” 
at  first.  Imagine  me,  a  37-year  old,  gray- 
haired  mother  of  three,  stepping  out  in  a 
crazy  face,  or  talking  through  puppet 
creatures  on  my  hands,  or  juggling. 

For  me  the  biggest  challenge  was  jug¬ 
gling.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  clowns  here 
was  infectious  and  they  insisted  that  if  I 
intended  to  write  about  clowning  I  had  to 
try  it.  Yup,  makes  one  feel  like  a  fool 
right  away!  But  oh  the  satisfaction  of 
some  success. 

So  what  does  all  this  have  to  do  with 
being  a  Christian? 

Several  things  made  sense  to  me. 
First,  learning  to  risk  one’s  self  and  be  a 
"fool  for  Christ”  as  St.  Paul  urged  long 
ago.  Then,  too,  the  “fools”  arts  open  up 
Christian  witnessing  to  shy  people  who 
"don’t  talk  good”  but  who  can  share  their 
love  for  Christ  with  others  through  non¬ 
verbal  means.  As  one  clown  said,  people 
can  “see  a  sermon  as  well  or  better  than 
they  can  hear  one.  ” 

And,  finally,  there  is  the  refreshing 
realization  that  the  ability  to  make 
people  laugh  is  as  much  a  God-given 
talent  as  praying  and  just  as  badly 
needed  in  our  world.  Religion  is  not  all 
solemnity  and  a  long  face  —  true  religion 
is  also  a  belly-laugh. 

—SHARON  R.  MIELKE 


correct  —  it  was  an  extraordinary 
message,  and  I  appreciate  the 
opportunity  to  read  it. 

Arthur  C.  Joy 
Champaign,  Illinois 

Text  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  commend  you  for  the 
very  worthwhile  article  by  Bishop  Abel 
T.  Muzorewa,  “Give  democracy  a 
chance  in  my  country,”  in  the  August  4 
issue  of  TM/UMR.  I  also  appreciated 
your  editorial,  clarence  L.  Cadwell 

Sacramento,  California 

Aspects  overlooked 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  an  article  in  your  July  21 
issue  about  a  proposed  Tuition  Advance 
Fund  strongly  endorsed  at  a  United 
Methodist  Institute  of  Higher  Education, 

I  suggest  that  several  important  aspects 
have  been  overlooked. 

First,  we  are  already  oversupplied 
with  college  graduates  in  a  diversity  of 
fields,  many  of  which  do  not  prepare  the 
individual  for  a  contribution  to  society  by 
productively  earning  a  living. 

Secondly,  in  order  to  pay  back  $14,000 
(considerably  less  than  the  maximum 
suggested  loan)  the  graduate  wage- 
earner  would  have  to  average  $20,000  per 
year  gross  income  and  pay  2%  for  thirty- 
five  years. 

This  loan  program  would  cost  the 
government  (please  remember  that’s 
you  and  me)  an  estimated  four  billion 
dollars.  Unfortunately,  estimates  are 
always  flexible  —  usually  upwards  by 
several  multiples.  For  such  a  fund  to 
become  self-perpetuating  assumes 
shrewd  investments,  since  an  annual  2% 
on  even  a  large  income  would  not  begin 
to  pay  the  cost  of  a  replacement  student. 

For  able  and  motivated  students,  there 
is  financial  aid  available.  In  spite  of  Dr. 
Silber’s  assurance  that  no  new 
bureaucracy  would  be  required  —  we 
wish  —  I  oppose  any  further  federal 
government  involvement  in  education. 

Mrs.  Pendergrass 
Homestead,  Florida 
All  are  evangelists 
To  the  Editor: 

I  liked  very  much  the  article  in  your 
August  11  issue  which  stated  that  the 
church,  not  the  individual,  is  called  to  be 
the  evangelist.  Many  Methodist  churches 
have  been  putting  the  responsibility  of 
evangelism  under  an  invited  evangelist 
each  year.  But  our  laymen  are 
commissioned  by  Christ’s  authority  to  be 
witnesses  in  their  community. 

The  church  has  the  responsibility  for 
preaching  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
God’s  news  to  all  men.  We  are  Christian 
ambassadors  here  and  now.  We  hear  bad 
news  from  the  world  every  day,  but  we 
have  to  preach,  with  the  laymen,  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Juan  S.  Soto 
Laredo,  Texas 

Vision  shortage 


clergy  oversupply  in  the  July  28  issue,  I 
suggest  that  we  do  not  have  an 
oversupply  of  clergy  but  a  shortage  of 
vision! 

No  church  of  a  thousand  members 
should  be  made  to  rely  on  the  personality 
of  just  one  minister.  We  have  a 
tremendous  opportunity  to  begin  to  give 
our  people  in  our  larger  churches  some 
real  ministerial  leadership  and  pastoral 
care.  The  only  thing  holding  us  back  is 
the  apparent  inability  of  clergy  to  work 
together  in  team  ministries.  We  should 
rejoice  that  we  have  a  great  group  of 
young  people  coming  into  the  ministry 
and  we  should  be  ready  to  work  with 
them  and  use  them  today. 

Since  1972  I  have  been  involved  in 
establishing  three  new  fulMime  positions 
for  conference  members  and  am 
presently  engaged  in  a  fourth  with  plans 
developing  for  a  fifth.  How  many  smaller 
and  medium  size  hospitals  are  there  with 
no  adequate  chaplaincy  program?  How 
many  pastors  of  large  churches  are 
ready  to  allow  congregations  to  join  in 
and  share  in  the  glory  of  a  team  ministry 
in  that  local  church? 

Committed  clergy  will  have  plenty  of 
opportunity  for  challenges  in  the  last 
quarter  of  this  century! 

James  V.  Poulsen 
Storm  Lake,  Iowa 

Article  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

As  first  time  attendees  at  the  recent 
Good  News  Convocation  in  Dover, 
Delaware,  we  had  to  look  twice  to  see  if 
your  correspondent,  Richard  D.  Bailey 
(TM/UMR,  Aug.  4),  had  attended  the 
same  convocation  that  we  did. 

Mr.  Bailey  reports  that  the  meeting 
"gave  top  priority  to  political  strategies” 
rather  than  being  the  “nurturing  event" 
advertised.  Our  firm  recollection  was 
that  it  was,  in  fact,  a  nurturing  event  for 
both  of  us  as  well  as  for  my  two  active 
elementary -age  boys. 

A  quick  look  at  the  program  confirms 
our  recollection. 

Most  certainly,  achieving  change  in 
the  Methodist  structure  is  an  important 
concern  for  the  Good  News  movement. 
We  would  highly  recommend  future 
convocations  for  those  seeking  good 
fellowship,  and  more  importantly,  a 
nurturing,  growing  experience  in 
learning  and  talking  about  Jesus  Christ. 

The  next  convocation  is  July  23-26, 1979 
in  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffrey  V.  Odom 
Potomac,  Maryland 


_ Classified _ 

KATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  (12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance 
Service  charge  lor  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 


HOW  TO  STRETCH  A  DOLLAR  -  201  Practical 
Ways  to  Beat  Inflation.  Guaranteed  savings.  (3.00 
postpaid.  Dr.  I.  C.  Brown,  291  McKendrce  Manor. 
Hermilage,  Tenn.  37076. 


To  the  Editor. 

Regarding  the  article  concerning 


FINEST  QUALITY 


Beautiful  design  and  tailoring  Wide  choice 
of  colors  and  fabrics,  including  permanent 
press  Satisfaction  guaranteed  Write  for 
catalog  and  fabric  samples 


LYRIC  CHOIR  GOWN  CO. 

P.O.  Box  16954  TM 

JACKSONVILLE.  FLORIDA  32216 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS, 
accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  1 181.  Corpus  Christi.  Tex.  78403. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPS  AND  CONFERENCES: 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Deadline  for  applications:  Sept.  29. 
1978.  For  information  write:  Dennis  Emnck, 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference.  Box  820,  Valley 
Forge.  Pa  19482 


EDUCATION  ASSISTANT,  music,  youth  worker 
needed  Resume,  references,  picture.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  1717  Placida  Dnve.  Gallup.  N  M 
87301 


AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND,  FIJI.  TAHITI 
September  22  departure.  Deluxe  hotels.  Join  Dallas 
group  in  Los  Angeles,  personally  escorted.  Bess 
Loudermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Tex.  75205. 


WANTED:  Reliable  Christian  lady  to  help  with  two 
small  children  September  11  thru  October  2nd.  10:00 
A.M.  -  4:00  P  M  5  days  a  week.  References  needed. 
(214  )  235-9819. 
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Religion  west  of  the  Pecos 


Gathered  under  the  old  oak  Prayer  Tree,  some  of  the  modern 
day  descendants  of  the  pioneer  cowboys  who  first  attended 


Bioys  Camp  Meeting  in  1890,  bow  their  heads  reverently  as  one 
of  their  number  leads  them  in  prayer. 


Bioys  camp  still  ‘brings  ’em  in’ 


By  CLYDE CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  DAVIS,  Tex.  —  The  excitement 
of  revival  fills  the  air. 

Hymns  are  lustily  sung  from  the 
Cokesbury  Hymnal.  Gospel  preaching 
sounds  forth  three  times  a  day.  Men 
gather  for  prayer  out  under  the  old  oak 
Prayer  Tree  and  women  congregate  in 
the  open-sided  tabernacle.  Bible  study 
starts  the  day.  And  friends  and  family 
members  greet  each  other  —  often  for 
the  first  time  since  last  year. 

As  one  of  the  oldest,  continuous 
gatherings  west  of  the  Mississippi 
(missing  only  a  couple  of  years  during 
World  War  II),  Bioys  Camp  Meeting 
opened  its  89th  session  Aug.  8  in  Skillman 
Grove  16  miles  west  of  here.  By  the  time 
it  closed  the  following  Sunday,  upwards 
of  1,500  to  2,000  people  camped,  prayed, 
ate  and  worshipped  on  this  wooded 
section  of  land  in  the  Davis  Mountains. 

William  B.  Bioys  was  the  Presbyterian 
pastor  in  Ft.  Davis  who  started  the 
cowboy  camp  meeting  in  1890.  But  he 
never  restricted  his  ministry  to  Pres¬ 
byterians;  he  was  ecumenical  before 
folks  knew  what  the  word  meant.  He 
served  all  the  scattered  ranch  fami¬ 
lies  and  cowpokes  in  the  entire  region 
west  of  the  Pecos  River. 

And  today  the  ecumenical  spirit  is  still 
quite  alive.  That’s  one  reason  the  camp 
meeting  continues,  said  the  Rev.  Walter 
Underwood,  senior  minister  of  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  Houston,  and 
one  of  the  four  main  preachers  for  the 
last  10  years.  J  The  other  three  speakers 
each,  year  are  a  Baptist,  a  Presbyterian 
and  a  Disciples  of  Christ. ) 

“All  kinds  of  people  are  here  — 
conservative,  liberal,  charismatic,’’  Dr. 
Underwood  said.  “I  don't  know  who  is 
Methodist  or  Baptist.  People  simply 
embrace  each  other.  It’s  a  real 
ecumenical  spirit.  The  folks  who  talk 
about  it  in  their  offices  in  New  York 
ought  to  come  out  here  to  see  it  work.’’ 

Laura  Bailey  of  Marfa,  whose  pioneer 


Like  many  of  his  elders,  this  youngster 
keeps  his  hands  busy  whittling  while 
listening  to  a  sermon  as  he  leans  against 
a  tree  just  outside  the  tabernacle. 


“Since  Jesus  C  anie  Into  My  Heart”  and  other  popular  gospel  songs  were  sung  from 
the  Cokesbury  Hymnal  as  the  camp  meeting  congregation  gathered  for  worship  three 
times  a  day  in  theopen-sided  tabernacle. 

Methodist  family,  the  Mitchells,  was  an 
early  supporter  of  Bioys,  believes  one 
secret  of  the  camp’s  success  lies  in  its 
administration.  “It  is  a  lay  people’s 
camp,’’  she  said.  ”We  run  it,  we  choose 
the  preachers,  we  make  the  rules." 

A  couple  from  Austin  —  500  miles  away 
—  gave  TM/UMR  the  same  reason  for 
the  camp’s  popularity  as  several  other 
people  mentioned:  you  gain  a  spiritual 
uplift  at  camp  meeting.  “Religion  gets  a 
little  dim  in  everyday  living  with 
washing  dishes,”  said  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
A.  Focht.  “People  who  come  here 
regularly  get  something. ’ ’ 

Another  attraction  that  draws  people 
back  year  after  year  is  “old  time 
friendships,"  said  Hal  Burnett,  a  United 
Methodist  from  nearby  Alpine.  “It’s  a 
reunion  of  friends  and  family  who 
sometimes  you  haven’t  seen  since  last 
year.” 

For  the  past  54  years  Hal  and  his  wife, 

Rachel,  have  operated  one  of  the  six 
“kitchens”  where  campers  and  visitors 
eat.  From  early  days,  ranching  families 
have  fed  the  campers  free,  never  turning 
away  friend  or  stranger  who  comes  to  the 
table.  Since  the  camp  has  grown  in 
population  and  food  prices  have  risen 
sharply  in  recent  years,  each  kitchen 
now  has  a  donation  box  for  people  who 
want  to  contribute  the  price  of  a  meal. 

But  the  one  collection  on  Sunday  usually 
clears  all  camp  meeting  expenses. 

Food  at  the  kitchens  is  typically  West 
Texas  fare:  beef,  “cabrito”  (goat), 
beans,  potatoes,  salad  and  a  dash  of 
“chili  macha”  ( a  mixture  of  hot  jalapeno 
peppers,  onions  and  tomatoes  —  enough 
to  set  one  on  fire  if  the  preaching 
doesn’t! )  And  coffee  —  gallons  of  it. 

One  UM  minister  believes  Bioys  Camp 
Meeting  is  a  “reaffirmation  that  the 
Christian  life  is  a  viable  life  style  and 
that  it  can  be  lived.  Through  the 
genuineness  of  all  they  do  and  say  here, 
people  see  again  that  the  faith  really  can 
be  lived  daily.”  The  Rev.  William 
Hutchinson,  pastor  of  First  UMC, 

Artesia,  N.M.,  and  his  family  have  been 


Hal  Burnett,  a  United  Methodist  layman  who  has  sponsored  a  kitchen  at  Bioys  since 
1924,  visits  with  some  of  the  young  guests  who  are  enjoying  a  West  Texas  meal  at  his 
kitchen. 


The  Rev.  Walter  Underwood,  UM 
pastor  in  Houston  who  has  been  invited  to 
be  a  principle  speaker  at  Bioys  for  the 
last  10  years,  says  he  enjoys  the  camp 
meeting  because  the  people  are  genuine: 
“They  ‘spiritually  undress’  me  for  they 
wear  no  masks  and  are  real  people.” 

attending  for  a  number  of  years.  “My 
children  wouldn’t  miss  camp  meeting,” 
he  said. 

Not  all  observers  are  pleased  with 
Bioys,  however.  Some  complain  that  it  is 
too  much  “family  reunion”  and  not 
enough  “real”  religion.  Others  say  the 
camp  is  getting  too  large  to  achieve  the 
fellowship  that  once  brought  scattered 
ranch  families  together  for  worship  and 
socializing.  Still  others  note  that  few 
conversions  happen  nowadays  and  the 
camp  meeting  has  settled  into  nurturing 
the  flock  (80  to  90  percent  of  the 
participants  are  estimated  to  be  regular 
church  members.) 

All  detractors  aside,  a  few  men  were 
moved  to  tears  as  they  knelt  under  the 
oak  Prayer  Tree  with  a  group  of  men, 
listening  to  a  few  fellows  give  stumbling 
testimonies  of  how  God  has  moved  in 
their  lives,  praying  for  the  President  and 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  hearing  a 
fellow  layman  talk  about  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  They  agreed  as  one  said,  “I 
just  love  to  be  among  Christian  men,” 
and  another  “I  feel  the  presence  of  God 
here.” 

The  face  of  the  Old  West  is  changing 
amid  these  modern  days.  So  is  camp 
meeting.  The  last  of  the  Bioys  “firsters” 
—  the  46  persons  who  attended  the  first 
meeting  in  1890  —  died  last  spring  at  age 
100. 

But  now  the  great,  great  grandchildren 
of  the  pioneers  carry  on.  And  people  will 
continue  to  come  back,  said  the  Rev. 
Richard  G.  Irving,  Long  Beach,  Calif., 
acting  superintendent  of  the  camp 
meeting. 

“They  will  return  because  they  take 
something  home,”  said  Mr.  Irving,  a 
Presbyterian  minister.  “After  spending 
almost  a  week  here,  investing 
themselves  in  friendship  and  religion, 
something  happens  in  their  lives.  They 
are  renewed.  And  they’ll  be  back.” 


Bishop  opposes  grant 

Other  United  Methodists  on  WCC  differ  in  views 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  A  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  protested 
the  recent  grant  of  $85,000  to  the  Patriotic 
Front  of  Zimbabwe  by  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  as  a  violation  of  WCC  policy. 

Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  head  of  the 
Indiana  Area  and  a  United  Methodist 
representative  on  the  world  body’s 
central  committee,  said  he  wrote  WCC 
General  Secretary  Philip  Potter  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  asking  how  the 
decision  had  been  made  to  aid  the 
liberation  movement  led  by  Joshua 
Nkomo  and  Robert  Mugabe. 

The  bishop  said  the  grant  was  “not 
according  to  the  policies  established  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
situations  of  political  conflict  where 
church  leadership  was  involved  on  both 
sides.” 

He  continued,  "The  precedent  for  this 
policy  was  in  the  Cyprus  conflict  when 
the  WCC  central  committee  decided  we 
would  not  express  ourselves  on  one  side, 
either  the  Greek  or  Turkish  side  of  the 
situation,  but  would  communicate  with 
leadership  of  the  church  on  both  sides 
indicating  our  concern  for  justice  and 


peace  and  offering  assistance  to  victims 
of  the  conflict  on  either  side. '  ’ 

(He  referred  to  the  August  1974 
meeting  of  the  central  committee  in  West 
Berlin  shortly  after  resumption  of  the 
Cyprus  conflict.) 

Officers  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  announcing  the  grant  on 
Aug.  10,  said  it  would  be  used  for 
humanitarian  purposes,  namely  “the 
food,  health,  social,  educational  and 
agricultural  programs  run  by  the  two 
wings  of  the  Patriotic  Front  (ZANU  and 
ZAPU)  for  Zimbabweans  in  Botswana, 
Mozambique  and  Zambia.” 

The  grant  was  supported  by  two  other 
United  Methodist  representatives  on  the 
central  committee. 

Barbara  Thompson,  chairperson  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
said  she  favored  the  giving  of  food, 
health  care,  etc.,  because  in  crisis 
situations  like  the  one  in  Zimbabwe 
many  innocent  people  are  affected  and 
they  need  aid  simply  to  hold  themselves 
together  and  remain  human. 

Recalling  a  heated  central  committee 


Minister  says  UFO’s 
challenge  theology 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  Jack 
Jennings,  a  United  Presbyterian  pastor 
who  serves  as  campus  minister  at 
Montana  State  University,  believes 
UFOs  —  unidentified  flying  objects  — 
are  real  and  warns  that  the  church  must 
prepare  itself  for  the  profound 
implications  this  possibility  will  have  on 
traditional  theology. 

The  minister  further  suggests  that 
mankind  may  not  be  the  direct  creation 
of  the  God  of  the  universe  —  but  that  of 
ancient  astronauts  who  visited  this 
planet  thousands  of  years  before  the 
Bible  tells  us  humanity  was  created. 

These  and  other  controversial  notions 
designed  to  challenge  orthodox  theology 
were  presented  at  a  three-day 
conference  of  the  Ancient  Astronaut 
Society  held  in  Chicago. 

A  hodgepodge  of  scientists,  pseudo¬ 
scientists  and  biblical  scholars  who  all 
support  the  society’s  hypothesis  that 
extra-terrestrials  may  have  been 
involved  in  human  development  and  that 
humanity  is  not  alone  in  the  cosmos, 
spoke  at  the  conference. 

Theories  presented  ranged  from  the 
possibility  that  the  Garden  of  Eden  was 
actually  a  spaceship  and  Adam  and  Eve 
astronauts  to  the  speculation  that  the 
manna  which  fed  the  Israelites  in  the 
desert  for  40  years  was  produced  by  a 
machine  left  behind  by  spacemen. 

Mr.  Jennings  told  the  audience  that 
people  have  theological  questions  about 
UFOs  but  neither  the  clergy  nor  the 
theological  journals  are  responding  to 
these  questions. 

"Why  are  these  questions  only  being 
answered  in  the  pages  of  the  UFO 
magazines?  ”  the  clergyman  asked. 

The  pastor  also  asserted  that 
organized  religion  has  a  poor  history  of 
being  open  to  new  ideas  when  it  feels  its 
basic  doctrines  are  threatened. 

“The  possibility  that  man  is  not  the 
only  intelligent  life  in  the  universe  and 
that  astronauts  from  outer  space  may 


have  been  involved  in  man’s  origins  and 
development  is  presently  supportable  by 
enough  evidence  to  merit  serious 
consideration  by  all  reasonable  and 
thoughtful  people,”  the  minister  said. 

He  added:  “As  the  ancient  astronaut 
theory  picks  up  credibility  and 
momentum,  as  it  appears  to  be, 
Christianity  as  well  as  other  organized 
religions  may  find  themselves  having  to 
deal  with  it  whether  they  want  to  or  not.” 

Mr.  Jennings,  a  graduate  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York,  said 
this  “new,  dramatic  challenge”  will 
move  traditional  theology  out  of  its 
“rather  narrow  ‘God  and  Man’  mindset 
toward  a  much  more  cosmic  view  of 
God.” 

He  said  the  new  “exotheology”  —  a 
theology  of  outer  space  —  will  ultimately 
prove  beneficial  to  all  religions. 

“We’ll  have  to  revise  the  concept  of 
God  upwards,”  he  explained,  “and  have 
to  arrive  at  a  much  more  cosmic  view  of 
God.  We’ll  learn  to  understand  that  God 
is  not  just  concerned  about  the  piddling 
fleck  of  dust  called  Earth.” 

The  pastor,  who  has  written  about  his 
theories  in  the  Christian  Century  and 
other  religious  and  lay  magazines  —  and 
recently  was  the  subject  of  an  article  in 
Time  magazine  —  claims  he  is  only 
one  of  several  clergymen  in  the  United 
States  willing  to  speak  out  about  the 
possibility  of  extraterrestrial  life. 

However  difficult  the  road  ahead  may 
be  for  traditional  Christian  theology,  Mr. 
Jennings  says  the  church  can  no  longer 
remain  “naive”  about  the  origin  and 
religious  history  of  humanity. 

“We  in  the  church  must  find  the  core  of 
true,  cosmic  religion  and  hang  on  to  it  for 
dear  life  while  many  of  the  old  ideas  and 
structures  fall  away,”  he  states.  “You 
must  never  underestimate  the  resilience 
of  the  church  to  survive  crises.  But  it  will 
survive,  I  think,  in  a  new  and  different 
form  .  .  .” 


the  church  today 


Former  Crusade  Scholar 
elected  Mexican  bishop 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  New  bishop  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico’s 
Central  Annual  Conference  is  the  Rev. 
Ulises  Hernandez,  46,  a  Crusade  Scholar 
and  former  missionary  in  Ecuador  for 
the  Methodist  churches  of  Latin 
America. 

Mr.  Hernandez  was  elected  Aug.  10  on 
the  seventh  ballot,  defeating  Alejandro 
Ruiz,  who  had  been  bishop  for  16  years 
despite  a  disciplinary  limitation  of  two 
terms  of  four  years  each. 

Bishop  Joel  Mora  was  re-elected  head 
of  the  Frontier  Conference. 

When  nominated  for  the  post  of  bishop, 
Mr.  Hernandez  said  he  would  accept  on 
two  conditions:  that  he  would  have  the 
power  to  appoint  pastors  and  that  all 
officers  of  the  conference  would  also 
serve  churches.  He  will  continue  as 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Puebla. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Mexico  has  a 
membership  of  35,000.  Its  239  pastors 
serve  362  preaching  points.  It  is  the 
largest  Spanish-speaking  Methodist 
Church  in  Latin  America. 

Georgia  school  facing 
financial  crisis 

THOMAS VILLE,  Ga.  (UMC)  -  Fifty 
young  people  at  United  Methodist  - 
related  Vashti  School  will  go  hungry 
unless  a  $15,000  loan  can  be  obtained 
immediately. 

“Almost  all  the  grocers  have  cut  us  off 
except  for  COD  deliveries,”  William 
Oliver,  executive  director  of  the  South 
Georgia  educational  center,  told  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Vashti  School  was  founded  in  1903  as  a 
home  for  teenage  girls.  Since  the  early 
1970s  it  has  evolved  into  a  child  care  and 
schooling  institution  working  with 
disturbed  young  people  referred  by  the 
State  Department  of  Human  Resources 
and  the  courts.  Two  years  ago  it  became 
co-educational. 

Medical  bills  have  totaled  $13,000  since 
January.  Utilities  and  other  mainte¬ 
nance  costs  are  a  major  reason  for  the 


crisis. 

Summarizing  his  feelings  about  the 
crisis,  Dr.  Oliver  said:  “I’m  fed  up  with 
people  who  say,  make  it  on  whatever  you 
have.  Our  Lord  doesn’t  expect  us  to  work 
with  second-rate  materials.  This  is  a 
United  Methodist  operation  and  our 
church  is  able  to  step  forward  and  meet 
its  obligations.” 


discussion  of  whether  money  given  to 
liberation  movements  is  used  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  intended,  she 
said:  "You  have  to  trust  people.  If  we 
make  a  commitment  of  funds  for  this 
purpose,  we  must  trust  this  as  the  way 
the  funds  will  be  used.  ” 

She  said  she  viewed  the  current  action 
as  "spreading  our  recognition  that  all 
are  children  of  God  and  need  our  help 
from  time  to  time.”  She  added  she  did 
not  believe  it  indicated  “that  what 
Bishop  Muzorewa  is  doing  is  wrong.  " 

Jan  Love  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  former 
youth  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  also 
supported  the  grant.  She  said,  “It  has 
become  even  more  clear  since  March 
that  the  illegal  minority  regime  in 
Zimbabwe  is  not  yet  willing  to  allow  full 
and  unhampered  majority  rule  .  .  .  Due 
to  the  Smith  regime’s  unyielding  nature 
and  its  stepped  up  aggression  against  its 
opposition,  the  Patriotic  Front  has 
decided  its  only  avenue  of  struggle  in 
opposition  continues  to  be  that  of 
guerilla  warfare,  and  I  support  that 
decision.” 

Ms.  Love  said  it  is  “tragic  that  the 
suffering  of  the  people  of  Zimbabwe 
continues.  However,  it  is  clear  the 
internal  settlement  is  simply  and  totally 
inadequate  for  reaching  the  goal  of 
majority  rule.” 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  was  in 
Jerusalem  on  renewal  leave.  The 
remaining  United  Methodist 
representative  on  the  central  committee, 
Congressman  John  Brademas  (D.-Ind.), 
had  no  comment. 

Annette  Hutchins-Felder,  staff 
member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division,  serves  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Program  to  Combat 
Racism  (PCR),  which  recommended  the 
grant  to  the  WCC’s  officers. 

“At  our  meeting  in  May,”  she  said, 
“we  had  two  options:  (1)  the  United 
African  National  Council,  which  is  now 
part  of  the  government  of  Rhodesia ;  or 
(2)  the  Patriotic  Front  of  Nkomo  and 
Mugabe. 

“After  the  commission  heard  Philip 
Potter’s  analysis  of  the  situation  based 
on  a  fact-finding  visit  he  made  this  spring 
to  leaders  of  the  major  black  political 
groups  and  the  heads  of  Front  Line  states 
in  Africa,  it  was  felt  that  UANC  was  no 
longer  involved  in  the  liberation 
movement.  It  was  part  of  the 
government,  while  other  groups  were 
still  seeking  majority  rule.  To  give 
money  to  a  government  was  not  in 
keeping  with  what  PCR  stood  for.  ” 

Six  ousted 
from  African 
leadership 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Six  persons 
have  been  expelled  from  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  s 
United  African  National  Council  after 
they  lost  in  a  bid  to  elect  a  new  leadership 
for  the  political  party. 

They  had  asserted  that  Bishop 
Muzorewa,  a  member  of  Rhodesia’s 
National  Executive  Council,  has  lost 
touch  with  the  people.  But  their  motion 
received  only  21  votes  with  208  opposed 
when  put  to  a  vote  by  regional  UANC 
representatives. 

A  report  received  here  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  said  three  of 
the  expelled  members  were  ministers  — 
the  Rev.  John  Kurewa,  a  member  of  the 
Africa  Task  Force  of  the  United 
Methodist  World  Division;  the  Rev.  Max 
Chigwida,  a  Presbyterian  who  had  been 
the  party’s  secretary  for  natural 
resources;  and  the  Rev.  Arthur 
Kanodereka,  an  Anglican  who  was  party 
treasurer. 

No  immediate  explanation  was  given 
of  why  the  six  men  were  expelled  from 
the  UANC. 


Help  Unlock 
the  Future 


Young  people  from  the  South  Texas 
border  area  near  Laredo  and  from 
Mexico  find  hope  for  a  better  future 
at  Holding  Institute.  Founded  in  1800 
as  Laredo  Seminary,  Holding  offers  a 
secondary  education  in  a  Christian 
atmosphere  to  Mexican-American 
and  American  students.  An  inter¬ 
mediate  program  provides  skills 
in  English  to  prepare  seventh  and 
eighth  graders  for  high  school 
Tf\e  Institute,  a  National  Division 
project,  needs  to  expand  its 
programs  of  vocational  skills, 
including  bilingual  secretarial  and  auto  mechanics 
courses.  Your  gift  will  help  unlock  the  future 
for  more  young  people  Send  your  check  today 
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Church  clowns  don’t  necessarily  see  eye-to-eye 


‘ Soccataco ’ 

“Soccataco”  lifts  the  loaf  of  bread  as 
the  clown  service  moves  toward 
completion  with  the  sacrament  of 
communion.  The  entire  service  is  non¬ 
verbal.  relying  on  mime  interpretations 
and  music. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Two  church  clowns 
meet  here  for  the  first  time.  From  the 
start  it  is  clear  they  don't  see  eye-to-eye 
on  clown  ministries  and  that  each  is 
going  in  a  different  direction. 

One  of  the  clowns  is  “Soccataco,''  the 
clown  name  for  the  Rev.  Floyd  Shaffer,  a 
Lutheran  minister  who  founded  the 
“Faith  and  Fantasy”  clown  movement. 
The  other  is  “Joey,”  the  Rev.  Bill 
Peckham,  a  United  Methodist  who 
founded  “The  Holy  Fools.” 

Both  served  as  workshop  leaders  for 
the  national  United  Methodist  seminar 
on  "clown,  mime  and  puppet  ministries” 
here  in  early  August.  They  don’t  see  eye- 
to-eye  on  what  clown  ministry  is  all  about 
but  they  insist  there  is  room  for  both 
their  styles  in  the  “one  clown  ministry.” 

"Joey”  believes  in  organization.  He 
proudly  reports  that  "The  Holy  Fools” 
now  have  some  700  local  chapters  in  42 
states  and  two  countries,  most  of  which 
are  associated  with  Junior  and  Senior 
High  church  groups.  The  first  national 
meeting  of  the  “Fools”  occurred. 

"Soccataco,”  on  the  other  hand,  finds 
organization  "distasteful."  He  insists 
that  "Faith  and  Fantasy”  clowns  are  a 
movement  and  not  an  organization;  he  is 
not  the  leader  so  much  as  a  person  who 
fostered  an  idea.  He  doesn’t  like  the  idea 
of  an  organization  with  dues, 
membership  cards,  newsletters  or 
patches  to  sew  on  costumes  —  all 
accoutrements  of  the  “Fools.” 


They  don't  see  eye-to-eye  on  the 
primary  purpose  of  church  clowns, 
either. 

Mr.  Peckham  wants  “The  Holy  Fools” 
to  engage  in  “a  ministry  of  Christian 
presence”  which  means  acting  out 
Christian  love  in  short  encounters  with 
people  who  are  ‘  ‘down.” 

The  head  "Fool”  also  is  committed  to 


worship  performances  in  which  only  an 
elite  few  can  participate  instead  of  going 
out  in  “a  ministry”  almost  any  average 
•  klutz'  ‘  can  get  involved  in. 

In  his  opinion  the  "Faith  and  Fantasy" 
clowns  are  mostly  involved  in  worship 
and  are  ignoring  a  real  ministry. 

Floyd  Shaffer  denies  this  charge 
although  worship  participation  is  an 


“Joey”  is  committed  to  the  idea  that  everyone 
Likes  to  be  and  needs  to  be  touched  —  even  cuddled. 
The  world  is  full  of  people  who  don’t  get  a  kind 
touch  or  hug,  he  says. 

“Soccataco”  considers  clowns  hugging 
everybody  as  an  intrusion  on  other  people’s 
“space.”  


the  idea  that  everyone  likes  to  be  and 
needs  to  be  touched  —  even  cuddled.  The 
world  is  full  of  people  who  often  don’t  get 
a  kind  touch  or  hug,  he  says,  and 
especially  in  the  hospitals,  retirement 
homes,  and  centers  for  the  mentally 
retarded  and  the  handicapped  where  the 
"Fools"  concentrate  their  efforts. 

Teen-age  clowns  with  his  group  are 
encouraged  to  touch  and  hug  on  their 
visits.  "We  go  into  every  single  room,’’ 
Joey  says.  The  clowns  relate  to  persons 
one-to-one  and  create  something  special 
—such  as  a  balloon  sculpture— to  leave. 

“Add  the  magic  of  clown  to  the  magic 
of  youth  and  the  magic  of  touch  and 
something  happens,"  he  says.  “Also,  it’s 
a  great  learning  experience  for  kids.” 

Mr.  Peckham  worries  out  loud  about 
clowns  limiting  themselves  to  Sunday 


important  part  of  clowning,  he  thinks. 
"The  ‘myth’  that  we  just  are  worship 
clowns  has  grown  out  of  press 
coverage,"  he  says.  Usually  the  idea  of  a 
clown  leading  a  service  makes  for  good 
newspaper  pictures.” 

In  fact,  Mr.  Shaffer  claims,  the  clowns 
in  his  movement  also  work  with  people  in 
the  caring  professions.  "Since  one  task  of 
the  clown  is  to  remind  institutions  and 
humans  of  their  humanity,  there  is  a 
phenomenal  role  for  clowns  in 
institutions.” 

But  Mr.  Shaffer  doesn't  like  the  idea  of 
clowns  going  around  hugging  everybody. 
He  considers  that  an  intrusion  on  other 
people’s  “space.  ” 

His  ideas  about  clowning,  however,  go 
beyond  making  people  happy.  He  says 
clowns  also  have  a  prophetic  role  which 


is  to  help  people  see  reality  in  a  new  way 
—  a  transformed  way. 

"Clowns  are  about  bringing  down  the 
high  and  mighty,  about  popping  the 
balloon  of  illusion,  the  put-down,  pulling 
out  the  rug  from  under  ideas  or  concepts 
commonly  seen  to  be  (but  not  really) 
sacred,"  he  says. 

"But  to  stop  with  the  put-down  is  a 
sacrilege  —  sick  humor  which  only 
demeans.  In  the  second  act,  the  clown 
makes  sacred  that  which  was  profaned 
by  bringing  it  up  to  a  new  and  higher 
level  of  understanding." 

For  example,  the  clown  historically 
was  used  in  worship  as  the  "divine 
interrupter”  to  raise  people’s 
consciousness  about  the  acts  of  worship 
they  were  taking  for  granted.  During  the 
pre-Middle  Ages,  the  clown’s  task  was  to 
pop  out  from  behind  the  pulpit  and  indict 
the  people  for  what  they  were  doing  in 
worship,  he  says. 

Mr.  Shaffer  believes  clowns  can 
perform  that  same  function  in  worship 
today  by  providing  the  means  for 
worshipers  to  look  at  any  element  of 
worship  through  different  eyes,  be  it  the 
offering,  communion,  confession,  or 
sermon. 

The  clown  does  it  with  humor  and  Mr. 
Shaffer  believes  God  has  a  sense  of 
humor.  He  finds  comfort  in  the  scripture 
passage:  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  of 
“laughter” (Isaac)  and  of  “the  crooked 
one" (Jacob). 

“There’s  a  God  who  loves  and 
understands  me,”  he  says. 


‘Joey’ 


’’Joey"  explains  to  a  workshop  what 
"The  Holy  Fools"  are  about  —  lifting  up 
persons  who  are  down.  In  spite  of 
differing  styles,  he  says,  clowning  is 
"one  ministry.” 


Churches  grant  aid  to 
S.  American  refugees 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  The  church  and  the  United 
Nations  are  the  only  two  agencies 
helping  the  estimated  one  million 
political  and  economic  refugees  in  South 
America,  a  United  Methodist  professor 
claims. 

“What  shook  us  is  the  tremendous 
movement  of  people  all  over  South 
America,  political  and  economical 
refugees  who  no  longer  feel  safe  or  can 
make  a  living  in  their  own  country,”  said 
the  Rev.  Paul  Deats,  professor  of  social 
ethics  at  UMC’s  Boston  School  of 
Theology.  He  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  talked 
with  TM/UMR  on  return  from  a  six 
month  tour  of  Central  and  South  America 
last  week. 

As  refugees  stream  across  a  nation’s 
borders.  Dr.  Deats  said,  governments 
usually  ignore  or  seek  to  deport  them. 
The  churches  meet  the  people-crisis  by 
helping  refugees  find  emergency 
housing,  food  and  work. 

Dr.  Deats  mentioned  the  First 
Methodist  Church  in  Menosa,  Argentina, 
as  an  example.  “For  the  last  five  years 
the  church  has  not  been  able  to  do  much 
else  except  take  care  of  the  flood  of 
refugees  from  Chile.”  The  church  is  the 
center  for  ecumenical  efforts  to  help  the 
refugees. 

Internal  migration  of  people  from  the 
countryside  to  the  cities  is  another 
problem  that  strains  the  church’s  efforts 
to  serve,  he  said.  Shanty-towns,  called 
“pueblo  joven”  in  Peru,  “villa 
misereria”  in  Argentina,  and  “favela”  in 
Brazil  are  springing  up  at  the  edge  of 
large  cities  and  are  spots  of  extreme 
poverty. 

World  Bank  figures,  he  said,  project 
the  two  largest  cities  in  the  world  by  the 
year  2000  will  be  in  South  America: 
Mexico  City  with  31  million  and  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil  with  26  million.  (Tokyo  will 
be  third  followed  by  New  York. ) 

The  Instituo  Central  do  Povo  ( "Central 
Institute  for  Little  People”)  is  an  effort 
by  the  church  in  one  of  the  most 
depressed  areas  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Brazil,  Dr.  Deats  said.  Operated  by 
Marion  and  Anita  Way  of  the  UMC’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  institute 
provides  a  church,  day  care  center, 
nutrition  aids  and  a  clinic— and  has  been 
serving  people's  needs  since  1912. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Deats  emphasized  the 
forthrightness  of  South  American  church 
leaders  on  the  issue  of  human  rights. 
Three  of  the  four  leaders  of  the  two 
major  ecumenical  organizations  for 
human  rights  in  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  are  Methodists.  They 
recently  published  in  the  daily 
newspaper  the  names  of  2,515  persons 
missing  and  asked  the  government 
where  these  political  prisoners  were.  By 
mid-June  the  government  had  begun  to 
release  information  on  87  of  the  persons. 

President  Jimmy  Carter’s  program  on 
human  rights  is  effective,  the  Deats  were 
told  by  numerous  church  leaders  on  their 
tour.  It  is  a  “quiet  pressure,"  not 
dramatic  but  effective. 

Dr.  Deats  sees  two  concerns  with 
missions  that  the  church  is  struggling 

Latin  American 
Protestants  meet 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

OAXTEPEC,  Mexico  —  Unity, 
cooperation  and  dialogue  in  facing  "the 
reality  of  Latin  America"  are  the  issues 
bringing  Protestants  from  almost  every 
church  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere  here 
Sept.  19-26. 

The  Assembly  of  Latin  American 
Evangelical  (Protestant)  Churches  is 
said  by  one  observer  to  be  as  important  a 
meeting  for  Protestants  as  the  more 
highly  publicized  gathering  of  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  in  Puebla  one  month 
later  is  for  Latin  American  Catholics. 

Chairperson  of  the  assembly  is 
Benjamin  Santana,  a  United  Methodist 
lay  person  from  Rio  Piedras,  Puerto 
Rico,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  UMC’s 
General  .Board  of  Church  and  Society 


with  presently.  The  first  is  how  the  South 
American  churches  can  gain  indepen¬ 
dence  from  the  North  American  church 
without  losing  support. 

“They  desperately  want  to  be  free 
from  us,"  he  said,  “but  they  can’t 
survive  without  our  help.  One  person  said 
it  was  as  though  the  young  adult  says  to 
the  parent,  ‘I  want  to  live  by  myself  in  an 
apartment  but  I  want  you  to  pay  for  it.’ 
With  most  of  the  countries  in  such  poor 
economical  shape,  this  problem  may  be 
with  us  for  awhile." 

The  second  concern  lies  with  "us  —  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  the  seminary 
professor  said.  “Our  mission  giving  is  too 
short-term  and  crisis-centered.  We  pour 
money  into  a  ‘Land  of  Decision’  country 
for  four  years  and  then  move  on  to 
another  one  in  the  next  quadrennium, 
leaving  them  without  support  to  continue 
what  was  started.  We  demand  a  pay-off 
too  quickly.  I  believe  we  ought  to  make 
long-range  commitments  that  require 
some  level  of  trust  and  not  demand 
results  in  six  months  or  even  six  years,” 
he  said. 


Bishops  leave  women 
priests  as  ‘optional’ 


United  Methodists  hold  ‘boat’  service 

PINKNEY  PARK,  Conn.  —  It’s  not  the  Blessing  of  the  Fleet,  the  Roman  Catholic 
rite,  but  rather  the  unique  summer  worship  service  sponsored  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  nearby  Rowayton.  The  Rev.  Wayne  Smith,  pastor,  delivers  the 
sermon,  and  his  assistant,  the  Scripture,  from  the  a  schooner  moored  near  Five  Mile 
River  and  Long  Island  Sound.  The  "boat”  services  are  in  their  second  summer  and 
the  early  morning  congregation  comes  dressed  for  casual  summer  wear. 
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Book  review - 


CANTERBURY,  Eng.  (RNS)  -  The 
Lambeth  Conference  has  left  to  the 
churches  of  the  Anglican  worldwide 
communion  the  option  of  whether  or  not 
to  ordain  women  to  the  priesthood. 

In  what  was  described  as  a 
compromise  resolution,  the  world’s 
Anglican  bishops  urged  leaders  of  the 
communion’s  25  churches  to  decide  for 
themselves  whether  women  should  be 
ordained,  keeping  in  mind  the  unity 
within  their  churches  and  other 
churches. 

The  latter  was  a  reference  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
Churches  which  do  not  permit  women  to 
be  ordained  to  the  priesthood.  Both 
churches  are  conducting  ecumenical 
dialogues  with  Anglicanism. 

In  effect,  the  Lambeth  Conference 
endorses  the  ordination  of  women  by  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States, 
the  church  in  Hong  Kong,  and  the 
Anglican  churches  of  Canada  and  New 
Zealand.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the 
four  bodies  have  ordained  more  than  150 
women. 

The  resolution  permitting  “local 


Willis  Tate,  former  SMU 
president,  commended 


By  ROBERT  E.  GOODRICH  JR. 

This  is  a  purely  prejudiced  com¬ 
mentary! 

It  could  hardly  be  anything  else  for  its 
subject  is  a  book  about  a  friend,  Willis  M. 
Tate;  edited  by  a  friend,  Johnnie  Marie 
Grimes;  filled  with  names  of  familiar 
persons  and  places  related  to  a 
university  from  which  our  whole  family 

—  all  six  of  us  —  hold  degrees.  Obviously 
an  unbiased  review  or  criticism  of  the 
book  for  these  pages  will  have  to  be 
written  by  somebody  else. 

The  book  is  a  collection  of  some  of  the 
views  and  interviews  of  Willis  M.  Tate 
while  he  was  president  of  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  It 
contains  addresses  to  students  entering 
as  freshmen  or  leaving  as  graduates;  to 
faculty,  trustees  and  church  groups  and 
conferences;  and  to  a  variety  of  public 
audiences  on  various  occasions. 

Reveal  the  man 

The  speeches  and  statements  chosen 
by  Ms.  Grimes  reveal  not  only  Willis 
late  the  president,  but  Willis  Tate  the 
man.  Persons  inevitably  reveal 
themselves  by  the  way  in  which  they 
handle  life  with  its  conflicts  and  its  crises 

—  reveal  the  philosophy  of  life  by  which 
they  live  and  the  faith  to  which  they  are 
committed. 

So  chapter  by  chapter,  word  by  word, 
Willis  Tate,  the  man,  emerges.  You  come 
to  know  him  through  his  concept  of  a 
university  —  his  belief  in  academic 
freedom  and  the  “free  enterprise  of 
ideas”;  through  his  insistence  that  SMU 
must  provide  a  broad  base  of  learning  in 
the  liberal  arts  if  it  was  to  produce 
civilized  persons  for  a  civilized  society. 

in  many  of  his  statements  before  all 
kinds  of  groups,  Willis  Tate  revealed  his 
understanding  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  that  "right  relationship” 
which  should  exist  between  the  church 
and  the  university. 

One  of  the  great  achievements  of  his 
presidency  was  the  Master  Plan 
Document,  adopted  in  1963  after  several 
years  of  study  and  preparation.  He  was 
himself  the  guiding  spirit  of  this  plan  and 
no  little  attention  was  given  to  this 
matter  of  church-university  relations. 

Addressing  an  assembly  of  church 
laypersons,  Dr.  Tate  quoted  from  that 
Master  Plan: 

“SMU  shall  reaffirm  with  pride  its 
relationship  to  The  Methodist  Church 
which  in  its  own  best  tradition  represents 
a  commitment  to  non-sectarian 
education;  SMU  shall  reaffirm  to  its 
sponsoring  body  the  university’s 
intention  of  being  a  true  university  with 


all  this  implies  in  terms  of  authentic 
academic  freedom,  responsibility  and 
dedication ...”  (p.74) 

And  in  further  comments  upon  this 
theme,  Dr.  Tate  said:  “Finding  wisdom 
in  the  ferment  of  college  life  .  .  means 
that  the  voice  of  the  church  must  be 
heard  without  apology,  with  clarity  and 
strength.”  (p.  78) 

Based  on  personal  faith 

His  clear  concept  of  this  relationship 
between  the  university  and  the  church 
was  based  upon  and  supported  by  a  deep 
personal  Christian  faith.  After  all,  Dr. 
Tate  has  been  a  licensed  local  preacher. 
For  a  period  he  served  as  an  assistant  at 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Houston.  In 
Dallas,  as  a  member  of  Highland  Park 
UMC,  he  held  many  offices  and  found  the 
time  and  energy  to  serve  the  larger 
church  in  so  many  ways. 

I  think  it  was  this  same  personal  faith 
which  enabled  Willis  Tate  to  rise  to  very 
special  heights  in  the  1960s,  that  decade 
which  brought  student  unrest  and 
violence  to  campuses  all  across  the 
nation.  The  story  of  that  critical  period, 
as  revealed  in  Dr.  Tate’s  statements  to 
students,  faculty  and  the  general  public, 
needs  to  be  told  and  never  forgotten. 
SMU  had  no  riots  or  violence  of  any 
consequence.  I  doubt  if  this  could  have 
been  true  without  that  firm  foundation  of 
personal  faith  in  the  heart  of  its 
president. 

Historical  settings 

One  great  thing  about  the  book  is  the 
historical  setting  which  is  given  to  each 
chapter  and  section,  written  by  Ms. 
Grimes.  She  was  much  more  than  “as¬ 
sistant  to  the  President”  during  those 
years  covered  by  the  book;  she  was,  in 
fact,  a  major  influence  on  his  thinking, 
philosophy  and  faith.  So,  if  those  "settings” 
were  separated  out  they  would  in  them¬ 
selves  provide  a  sort  of  over-view  of  the 
Willis  Tate  era  at  SMU. 

There  is  much,  much  more  about  the 
book  which  needs  telling  and  quoting.  I 
certainly  recommend  it  for  reading  not 
only  by  all  SMU  alumni  and  ministers  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  but  also  by 
all  persons  who  are  concerned  about  the 
place  of  higher  education  in  the  life  and 
ministry  of  the  church  and  who  believe 
that  the  church  college  or  university  has 
a  special  role  to  play  in  this  time. 

Bishop  Goodrich  is  the  UM  bishop  for 
the  Missouri  Area,  living  in  St.  Louis. 
Before  his  election  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1972,  he  was  senior  minister  of  First 
UMC  in  Dallas  for  25  years. 


option”  by  the  national  or  regional 
churches  was  presented  by  Bishop  Cyril 
Bowles  of  Darby,  central  England. 

"There  is  no  possibility  of  resolving  the 
conflict  between  the  two  opposing 
opinions,”  he  said.  “This  motion  is  a 
compromise  but  it  expresses  the  delicate 
balance  between  different  points  of  view. 
There  must  be  further  study  of  the 
ordination  of  women." 

The  “compromise”  resolution  was 
endorsed  by  316  bishops  and  opposed  by 
37.  There  were  17  abstentions.  (440 
bishops  were  registered  initially,  but 
attendance  varied  at  meetings). 

In  adopting  the  document  put  forward 
by  Bishop  Bowles,  the  bishops  affirmed 
that  diversity  of  ministry  is  proper  and 
acceptable  within  the  unity  of  the 
Anglican  Church. 

Basically,  the  bishops  decided  that  the 
woman  priesthood  is  a  reality  in  four  of 
the  Anglican  Communion’s  churches. 
They  called  on  Anglican  churches  to 
remain  in  full  communion  with  one 
another  and  to  ensure  that  all  stay  on 
speaking  terms  with  each  other,  no 
matter  how  deep  their  convictions. 
- 


The  United  Methodist 

WEEKLY 

BULLETIN 
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Why  your  church  will  want  to  subscribe: 


The  United  Methodist  Weekly  Bulletin  Service  provides  your  church  with  bulletins  for  every 
Sunday  of  the  year. 

Unlike  other  church  bulletin  services,  the  United  Methodist  Bulletin  Service  is  designed 
especially  for  United  Methodists. 

This  bulletin  service  is  available  with  devotional  messages  written  by  talented  writers  from 
boards  and  agencies  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  message(optional)available  on  the  back  of  each  bulletin  is  based  on  the  appropriate 
reading  from  the  1 980  Ecumenical  Lectionary.  Each  message  addresses  the  specific  needs  of 
United  Methodists. 

Each  bulletin  has  a  tasteful  and  appealing  cover  illustration  that  relates  to  the  message. 


How  will  this  bulletin  service 
benefit  your  congregation? 

The  message  on  each  cover  is  inspirational 
and  affirmative,  designed  to  motivate  the 
churchgoer  to  Christian  action. 

By  seeing  a  picture  or  illustration  and  reading 
a  faith-affirming  meditation  before  the  church 
worship  service  starts,  the  churchgoer  will  be 
better  prepared  to  understand  and  appreci¬ 
ate  the  minister's  message. 

Some  of  the  outstanding  features  of 
The  United  Methodist  Weekly  Bulletin 

Space  is  provided  inside  each  bulletin  for 
your  church's  order  of  worship. 

Bulletins  are  printed  on  high-quality  paper. 
Covers,  always  in  full  color,  include  biblical 
paintings,  contemporary  symbolic  art,  in¬ 
spirational  views  of  nature,  and  photos  of 
religious  scenes. 

Tinted  borders  on  many  bulletins  show  the 
appropriate  seasonal  color  for  the  Christian 
year. 

Each  bulletin  shipment  include':  a  guide 
illustrating  the  proper  bulletin  lor  use  each 
Sunday. 

You  should  have  received  recently  in  the 
mail  more  complete  information  concern¬ 
ing  how  you  may  get  the  United  Methodist 
Weekly  Bulletin  Service  for  your  church.  If 
you  have  not,  just  contact  your  Cokes- 
bury  Regional  Service  Center  for  com¬ 
plete  details. 
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Cokesbury. 


ORDER  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  A 


ORDER  FORM 

Please  enter  my  standing  order  to 

□  United  Methodist  Weekly  Bulletin  Ser¬ 
vice  with  Message 

□  United  Methodist  Weekly  Bulletin  Ser¬ 
vice  without  Message 

Send  _  number  of  bulletins  per 

Sunday  (S  2.15  per  hundred  (delivered  in 
multiples  of  fifty  only). 

Begin  with _ 

(Month) 


I  understand  that  sales  tax  will  be  added 
where  applicable,  and  that  transportation 
Is  prepaid  except  outside  the  continental 
U  S.  Price  Is  subject  to  change 
Please  send  additional  seasonal  bulle¬ 
tins  as  indicated  (If  your  standing  order  is 
for  100  bulletins  per  Sunday,  but  you  will 
need  150  for  a  special  Sunday,  you  , 
should  order  only  50  additional  bulletins.) 
Quantity 

_  Chnstmas 

_  Palm  Sunday 

_  Easter 

_  Mother's  Day 


SEND  TO: _ 

Street  or  RFD: . 
City: _ 


_  State:. 


Zip:. 


CHARGE  TO:_ 
Church  Name:. 

Treasurer: _ 

Street  or  RFD: . 
City: _ 


ORDERED  BY:. 


- Zip:_ 

_  Telephone:. 


i  Payment  Enclosed  i  J  Open  an  Account  - 
l  I  Charge  my  Cokesbury  Account  Number  L 
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17  Years  Rolled  On 

‘Me?’  You  Must  Be  Kidding’ 


By  JEAN  HARDMAN 

Folks  are  often  shy  about 
taking  on  a  Sunday  School  class 
when  asked.  But  Mrs.  W.K. 
Collins  of  Pineville  was 
downright  panicked. 

The  Sunday  School  class  was  to 
be  at  the  Central  Louisiana  State 
Hospital  for  the  mentally  ill.  The 
students  were  to  be  some  60  of  the 
female  patients. 

‘Me?  You  must  be  kidding!" 
was  her  response. 

But  Rev.  Kenneth  MacDowell 
( now  deceased )  was  not  kidding. 

‘1  talked  with  the  Lord  and 
asked  Him  if  He  really  wanted 
me  to  do  this,"  recalls  Mrs. 
Collins  today.  “I  needed  Him  to 
help  me  be  relaxed.  Then  all  the 
tear  left  me.  I  began  working 
with  the  class,  and  the  years 
rolled  on.” 

Seventeen  years  rolled  on. 


Sunday  after  Sunday,  Gould 
Collins  met  with  her  class  —  "her 
girls,"  she  called  them  — 
conveying  her  faith  and  her 
messages. 

“I  loved  it.  It's  the  most 
rewarding  work  I’ve  ever  done," 
says  Mrs.  Collins.  She's 
temporarily  retired  from  the 
teaching  now,  but  hopes  to  return 
before  long. 

Gould  Collins  did  more  than 
just  teach  the  lesson.  She  brought 
a  special  something  which 
showed  her  love  of  these  people 
who  desperately  need  loving. 
“The  classes  were  supposed  to 
last  an  hour.  But  mine  were 
always  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two 
hours.  It  depended  on  how  much 
they  needed  me  that  day.  I  just 
gave  myself  to  them.” 

And  she  gave  more. 

“Every  Sunday,  one  or  two 


would  linger  afterwards,  asking 
for  counseling.  So  I'd  try  to  help 
them,"  she  says,  it's  beautiful 
how  much  good  you  can  do  by  just 
talking  with  someone  a  few 
minutes  and  showing  you  care." 

And  she  gave  even  more. 

Each  of  those  17  Christmases, 
Gould  Collins  prepared  an 
elegant  party  for  "her  girls." 
With  the  help  of  her  church, 
Pineville  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  women  were  treated 
to  bowls  of  Christmas  punch, 
homemade  cakes,  and  new  gifts 
for  each  individual. 

Last  Spring,  Mrs.  Collins  was 
the  honoree  at  a  reception  given 
by  the  hospital.  For  her 
outstanding  and  dedicated 
volunteer  work,  she  was 
presented  an  engraved  silver 
tray  by  Dr.  Roy  D.  Hill, 
superintendent  of  the  hospital 


Mrs.  Collins  has  never  had 
formal  training  in  working  with 
the  mentally  ill.  yet  she 
successfully  touched  the  lives  of 
hundreds  of  these  patients.  She 
explains  it  this  way:  “It  seemed 
like  Somebody  was  always  back 
of  me,  helping  me.  " 

But  Gould  Collins'  life  is  richer, 
too.  “I  think  they  did  more  for  me 
than  I  did  for  them.  I  learned  we 
must  have  compassion  for 
people,  for  all  God's  children.  We 
should  do  something  to  bring  a 
little  sunshine  and  love  to  their 
lives." 

(Jean  Hardman  is  a  member  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  and  a 
former  staff  writer  for  the 
" Shreveport  Journal." 


Dr.  Roy  D.  Hill  presents  Gould  Collins  (left)  with  a  corsage  and 
silver  tray  in  honor  of  her  dedicated,  volunteer  service  at  the  hospital. 
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National  Figures  Will  Speak 
At  1978  Missional  Priority  Rally 


Ethnic  minority  in  the  local  church,  evangelism  and  world 
hunger  will  be  the  main  topics  at  the  annual  Missional  Priority 
Rally  Sept.  25  and  26  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. 

Those  interested  in  attending  the  rally  which  begins  at  1  p.m. 
on  Sept.  25  and  concludes  at  noon  the  next  day,  should  register 
by  calling  or  writing  the  Council  on  Ministries  Office,  P.O. 
4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104,  (318)  868-5362. 

Featured  speakers  for  the  rally  include  San  Francisco  Area 
Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart,  to  speak  on  the  evangelism  priority 
at  1  p.m.  Sept.  25;  and  Michigan  Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons, 
speaking  on  the  ethnic  minority  local  church  at  7 :30  p.m..  Sept. 
25. 

Bishop  John  B.  Warman,  Resident  Bishop  of  the  Harrisburg 
Area  in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference,  will  be 
bringing  information  and  inspiration  about  the  priority  on 
world  hunger  at  9  a. m.  on  Sept.  26. 

The  Bishops  will  be  speaking  in  the  chapel,  to  the  left  when 
entering  the  campus. 


In  addition  to  these  main  addresses,  worKsnopa 
offered  at  2:30  p.m.  on  Sept.  25  and  at  10:15  a.m.  on  Sept.  26  on 
each  of  the  priorities.  Specific  ideas  for  implementation  will  be 
provided,  and  resource  material  will  be  available,  according 
to  Louisiana  Conference  Bishop  J .  Kenneth  Shamblin. 

Rev.  Ron  Crandall,  on  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  as 
director  in  evangelism,  will  lead  the  workshop  on  evangelism. 
Dr.  David  Flude,  executive  secretary  for  United  Methodist 
Committee  On  Relief,  will  be  the  leader  of  the  workshop  on 
world  hunger  and  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II,  pastor  of  St. 
James  Gregory  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
will  lead  the  workshop  on  the  ethnic  minority  local  church. 

The  rally  is  sponsored  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  on  behalf  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  three  missional  priorities. 
Similar  rallies  are  being  held  in  all  the  episcopal  areas. 

01  the  rally,  Bishop  Shamblin  recently  said,  “We  need  to 
give  the  missional  priorities  the  top  priority  they  deserve  I 
believe  this  rally  can  help  us  to  do  so. " 


Ron  Crandall 


David  Flude 


Emanuel  Cleaver 


She’s  ‘Pushing  Women  Out  To  Do’ 


Rev.  Mary  Louise  Rowand,  who  speaks 
to  “push  women  out  to  DO,"  will  be 
speaking  Sept.  22,  Friday  evening,  at  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  annual 
conference  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  conference,  Sept.  22  and  23,  will  be 
at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

For  the  past  10  years,  Rev.  Rowand 
has  served  on  the  Women’s  Council  of 
Dallas,  working  with  juvenile  offenders. 
She  often  speaks  on  behalf  of  those  who 


are  loo  ollen  unheard  and  is  interested  in 
helping  women  move  out  from  church 
walls  into  relationships  with  people  in 
prisons,  hospitals,  women’s  centers, 
rehabilitation  centers  and  counseling 
centers. 

Since  1965  she  has  annually  been 
named  one  of  the  top  ten  newsshapers  in 
the  Dallas  area  by  the  “Dallas  Times 
Herald.’’ 

Rev.  Rowand  is  the  national  president 
of  Church  Women  United,  a  national 


ecumenical  women  s  movement  uniting 
Protestant,  Catholic  and  Orthodox  in 
Christian  fellowship  and  action  through 
some  2,000  units  in  the  nation.  As 
president.  Rev.  Rowand  leads  the  127- 
member  board  and  acts  as  the  chief 
spokesperson  lor  the  group. 

A  native  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  she  is  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  is 
married  to  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Rowand,  Jr., 
senior  pastor  of  the  Central  Christian 
Church  in  Dallas. 


MONROE—*  ‘How  Should  We  Then 
Live"  is  the  title  of  a  10-episode  film 
series  to  begin  Sunday,  Sept.  10,  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  3900 
Loop  Road,  Monroe. 

Two  films  will  be  shown  on  each  of  the 
next  four  Thursday  nights  and  the  final 
film  will  be  shown  on  Thursday,  Oct.  12. 
Time  for  these  presentations  will  be  7 
p.m.  each  night. 

The  film  series  was  produced  by 
Gospel  Films,  Inc.,  of  Muskegon,  Mich., 
and  was  two  and  one-half  years  in  the 
making.  It  was  filmed  on  more  than  100 
locations  in  12  countries.  “Christianity 
Today"  calls  it  “the  finest  documentary 
presentation  of  Christian  truth  ever 
produced  in  motion  pictures." 

After  40  years  of  intensive  study  and 
world- wide  ministry,  the  series  is  the 
crowning  work  of  Dr.  Schaeffer’s 
scholarship.  It  is  an  analysis  of  the  past, 
yet  it  is  more  than  history.  Dr.  Schaeffer 
poses  some  very  pertinent  questions  such 
as:  “Why  isn’t  it  safe  to  walk  our  streets 
at  night?  Should  we  throw  up  our  hands 
and  give  up?  What  is  happening  to  our 
accepted  human  freedoms?  ’’ 

There  is  no  admission  charge  and 
everyone  is  invited  to  view  the  films 
which  are  being  sponsored  by  the 
Church’s  Commission  on  Evangelism. 

Improving  Teaching 

"Educational  Growth  Experience  II,” 
a  continuation  of  last  fall’s  program  held 
at  St.  Paul  UMC,  Monroe,  will  be  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe 
on  Sept.  17  from  3-5  p.m.  and  on  Sept. 
18  from  7-9  p.m.  These  presentations  will 
consist  of  four  50  minute  sessions. 

On  Tuesday,  September  19,  two  50 
minute  sessions  will  be  presented  at  Delhi 
First  UMC,  from  7-8  p.m.;  and  two  50 
minute  sessions  will  be  presented  at  Sicily 
Island  First  UMC  on  Wednesday  Sept.  20, 
from  7-9  p.m. 

This  will  again  be  a  teacher  and  leader¬ 
ship  event  for  and  sponsored  by  the 
Monroe  District.  Leaders  such  as 
teachers,  youth  counselors,  coordinators, 
organization  heads  and  interested  persons 
are  urged  to  attend. 


In  Memoriam 

SHREVEPORT— Funeral  services  for 
Delma  Dawson  Tucker,  79,  were  held 
Aug.  28  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  She  died  Aug.  25  at  her  home  in 
Dallas,  Texas.  Her  first  husband  was  the 
Rev.  Dana  Dawson,  a  former  pastor  of 
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First  United  Methodist  Church  here  and 
a  former  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Trigg  To  Speak 

BATON  ROUGE-Rev.  0.  Gerald 
Trigg  of  Greencastle,  Ind.,  will  speak  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge  revival  Sept.  10  through  12. 

The  senior-minister  of  the  Gobin 
United  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Trigg 
will  speak  about  “Wonderful  Words  of 
Life." 

He  will  speak  at  the  Sunday  morning 
and  evening  services  and  at  7  p.m. 
Monday  and  Tuesday. 

Laymen  To  Retreat 

MONROE— The  1978  Monroe  District 
Layman’s  Retreat  will  be  held  Sept.  16 
and  17  at  Lapolico  Camp  on  Lake  Bruin, 
near  St.  Joseph. 

Registration  fee  is  $15  per  person  and 
can  be  paid  in  advance  or  at  the  camp. 

Dr.  Donald  Webb,  president  of 
Centenary  College,  will  be  leading  the 
Bible  study  at  the  retreat. 

Where  To  Get  It 

SHREVEPORT — At  the  recent 
Pastors’  School  here,  Dr.  John  Savage, 
president  of  Lead  Consultants, 
mentioned  a  book,  “Churches  and 
Church  Membership  in  the  United 
States."  At  the  time  he  did  not  have  the 
address  for  purchasing  the  book.  He  has 
informed  us  it  can  be  obtained  by  writing 
Glenmary  Research  Center,  4606  East- 
West  Hwy.,  Washmgton,  D.C.  20014.  It  is 
a  survey  of  churches  in  various 
denominations. 

Celebrating  61 

NEW  ORLEANS— Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  observed  its  61st 
anniversary  at  its  present  location 
Sunday,  Aug.  27. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District,  spoke  at  the  morning 
anniversary  service.  Mrs.  Edna  Poree 
Pleasure  presented  a  paper  which  traced 
the  church’s  history  to  1851 . 


The  Second  Mile 

Some  in  the  Conference  call  it  their 
Second-Mile  Giving.'  Read  about  this 
program's  25th  anniversary  on  Page  5 
or  6. 
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Willis  M.  Joseph  and  Willie  Porter,  Jr., 
were  co-chairmen  for  the  anniversary 
celebrations. 

Invite  Singers  Home 

PERKINS  SCHOOL-The  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  Seminary  Singers  will 
be  touring  across  the  south  half  of  the 
southern  states  (Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Georgia  and  Florida)  from 
Sunday,  Jan.  7,  through  Sunday,  Jan.  14, 
1979. 

Churches,  institutions  and  agencies 
along  this  route  which  would  like  to  host 
a  concert  should  write  to  Roger 
Deschner,  director.  Seminary  Singers, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Room  100, 
Kirby  Hall,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 

Responsibility  of  the  host  church  or 
institution  is  to  provide  supper  for  the 
group,  take  a  free-will  offering  at  the 
concert  and  provide  homes  for  the  60 
singers. 


To  Africa  With  Love 


Gwen  Phelps 


NEW  ORLEANS— On  Aug.  13,  Gwen 
Phelps  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Algiers,  was  commissioned  as 
a  missionary  with  the  African  Inland 
Missions. 

She  will  be  teaching  music  in  the 
Mission  School  in  Kenya,  Africa, 
beginning  Sept.  1.  She  is  responsible  for 
raising  her  entire  financial  support, 
while  serving  for  a  two-year  period. 
Members  of  her  family,  friends  and 
Algiers  Church  have  underwritten  her 
support. 

A  graduate  of  Louisiana  State 
University  with  a  degree  in  music 
education,  Miss  Phelps  was  active  in 
religious  organizations  on  campus  and 
also  in  Young  Life. 


Singles  To  Meet 
In  Lubbock,  Tx. 

Singleness  and  single  adult  ministries 
will  be  the  topic  of  the  workshop  "Single 
Encounters  of  the  Best  Kind"  to  be  at  St. 
John's  United  Methodist  Church,  1501 
University  at  15th,  Lubbock,  Texas,  Sept. 

8  and  9. 

Hosted  by  the  Northwest  Texas 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  workshop  begins  Friday  at 
6  p.m.  and  concludes  Saturday  at  5:30  p.m. 

Registration  fee  is  $7.50  each  and 
includes  two  meals  and  programming 
costs.  All  single  adults  18  and  older  and 
interested  persons  are  invited  to  attend. 
Motel  reservations  will  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  individual. 

For  more  information  write  “Single 
Encounters,"  Conference  Office,  P.O. 
2958,  Lubbock.  Texas,  79408  or  phone 
(806)762-0201. 
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Equal  Rights  Amendment:  two  view  points  offered 


4 Passage  of  ERA  would  benefit  all  Americans’ 


By  EMERSON  S.  COLAW 

The  city  council  in  Cincinnati  took  an 
action  which  forbids  any  employee  from 
attending  a  convention  in  a  state  that  has 
not  approved  the  ERA.  One  of  the 
newspapers  conducted  a  poll  and 
discovered  that  the  people  were  against 
this  decision  six  to  one. 

This  illustrates  a  need  for  better 
understanding  of  the  ERA.  Many  of  our 
denomination’s  national  boards  and 
agencies  have  taken  similar  actions,  and 
refuse  to  hold  meetings  in  states  that 
have  not  ratified  the  ERA.  Perhaps  this 
has  confused  many  church  members. 

The  Equal  Rights  Amendment  is  only 
24  words  long:  “Equality  of  rights  under 
the  law  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by 
the  United  States  or  by  any  state  on 
account  of  sex.”  That  is  all  it  says. 
“Equality  of  rights  shall  not  be  denied  on 
account  of  sex.” 

Why,  then,  are  some  women  opposed  to 
the  ERA?  Many  feel  it  will  take  away 
their  security.  One  said,  “If  it  is  adopted 
it  means  you’ll  have  to  work,  your 
husband  can  leave  you  any  time,  you 
won’t  receive  child  support,  and  you  can 
be  drafted.”  Incidentally,  women  could 
be  drafted  now,  should  Congress  decide 
to  do  so.  An  additional  amendment  is  not 
needed. 

One  divorced  woman  expressed  her 
opposition  this  way:  “Suppose  the  judge 
says,  ‘All  right,  you  want  equal  rights? 
You’ve  got  them.  You  support  the  kids.’ 
Who  needs  rights  such  as  those?”  There 
is  a  feeling  that  ERA  will  help  some 
women  —  those  who  are  young,  well- 
educated,  and  above  all,  those  who 
already  have  paying  jobs  and  a  chance  to 
advance.  However,  most  women  don’t 
ask,  “Will  it  help  them?”  The  question  is, 
“Will  it  help  me?”  And  the  answer,  as 
they  see  it,  seems  to  be  “no.” 

Let  me  share  some  reasons  why  the 
passage  of  this  amendment  would  benefit 
all  Americans.  And  incidentally,  our 
denomination  supports  it.  The  1972 
General  Conference  voted  approval. 
Could  you  imagine  a  church  not 
supporting  it?  Turn  the  phrase  around. 
“Equal  rights  shall  be  denied  on  account 


of  sex."  I  don’t  think  any  person  would 
want  their  church  to  say  that. 

First,  women  still  do  not  have  equal 
rights  in  America.  The  ERA  says  nothing 
about  sharing  washrooms.  We  are  guar¬ 
anteed  by  the  Constitution  a  right  of 
privacy.  It  says  nothing  about  abortion 
and  lesbianism;  those  are  peripheral 
issues  to  be  debated  in  other  arenas.  It 
says  nothing  about  the  government  taking 
over  our  children  in  daycare  centers. 
That's  a  red  flag  issue. 

According  to  reliable  sources,  there 
are  more  than  250  federal  laws  and 
numerous  state  laws  that  do  discrimi¬ 
nate  against  women.  The  ERA  would 
make  it  possible  in  every  state  for 
women  to  serve  on  juries,  start  a 
business,  get  a  mortgage,  control  their 
own  property  and  paychecks,  have 
equality  in  housing,  insurance  and 
credit  We  must  remember  that  most 
women  who  work  do  so  out  of  economic 
necessity.  There  are  approximately  fifty 
million  working  women  and  three-fifths 
of  them  are  single,  widowed,  divorced  or 
have  husbands  whose  earnings  are  less 
than  $7,000.  That’s  economic  necessity. 

Second,  passage  of  the  ERA  would 
make  it  easier  for  men  to  experience 
their  true  humanity.  Men  have  come  to 
recognize  that  they,  like  women,  can  be 
oppressed  by  their  role,  or  image,  or 
stereotype  —  by  the  obligation  to  prove 
themselves  as  indomitable  achievers  and 
providers.  They  are  reassessing  their 
priorities,  their  ideas  about  success, 
their  notion  of  themselves  as  omnipotent 
husbands.  Equality  of  rights  shall  not  be 
denied  them  —  the  right  to  experience 
their  full  humanity.  Men  are  beginning  to 
get  more  involved  as  fathers.  They  are 
venturing  to  express  emotions  once 
anathematized  as  “feminine.”  They  are 
finding  it  acceptable  to  confess  fears,  to 
express  affection  openly  and  even  to 
weep  —  a  forbidden  indulgence  under  the 
old  rules. 

Third,  passage  of  this  amendment  will 
assure  that  women  can  choose  the 
vocation  of  motherhood  without  apology. 
Contrary  to  what  is  often  assumed,  ERA 
is  not  anti-family.  It  believes  women 
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Keeping  track  of  those  moving 
is  responsibility  we  must  assume 


According  to  a  recent  Gallup  Poll, 
more  than  a  quarter  of  the  one-time 
churchgoers  who  no  longer  attend  church 
quit  going  after  they  moved  from  one 
community  to  another  and  then  somehow 
never  got  involved  again. 

These  statistics  should  provide  consi¬ 
derable  food  for  thought  in  a 
denomination  such  as  ours  where  the 
reasons  for  a  decade  of  steady 
membership  decline  are  often  a  topic  of 
conjecture.  While  we  are  sure  all  of  our 
membership  loss  cannot  be  marked  up  to 
this  product  of  our  mobile  society,  we 
believe  the  implications  are  worth 
consideration. 

The  task  of  keeping  track  of  moving 
members  is  a  difficult  one,  as  any  local 
pastor  can  attest.  But  if  more  local 
pastors  and  congregations  would  take 
seriously  the  call  of  our  “Book  of 
Discipline”  to  aid  members  with 
transfers,  the  problem  would  not  be 
nearly  as  overwhelming  as  it  is. 

Under  legislation  passed  by  the 
General  Conference  in  1976,  local  pastors 
are  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
keeping  track  of  moving  members  by 
notifying  the  pastor  in  the  community  to 
which  the  member  is  going  and 
requesting  “local  pastoral  oversight”  of 
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the  newcomer.  This  notification  can  go 
directly  to  the  new  pastor,  if  he  or 
she  is  known,  or  can  be  handled  by 
notifying  our  General  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Section  on  Evangelism. 
The  procedure  is  even  simplified  by  pre¬ 
printed  postcards  available  from 
Discipline  Resources,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  37202. 

Once  the  evangelism  section  is 
notified,  the  name  is  sent  to  the  district 
superintendent  in  the  area  where  the 
person  is  moving,  then  on  to  a  local 
pastor.  When  this  system  works  right, 
the  moving  member  is  contacted  and 
invited  to  a  local  church  home  near 
his/her  new  home. 

Unfortunately,  this  process  is  not  being 
used  by  most  local  pastors.  Of  more 
than  250,000  United  Methodists  who  move 
from  one  community  to  another  each 
year,  only  between  1,500  and  2,000  names 
are  sent  in  for  processing.  While 
following  this  disciplinary  mandate  is 
unlikely  to  solve  all  of  our  membership 
loss  problems,  such  procedures  can 
undoubtedly  help  the  situation. 

We  urge  local  pastors  and  congre¬ 
gations  to  commit  themselves  to  making 
this  process  work  —  both  on  the  giving 
and  the  receiving  end. 

Transfer  rituals 
can  be  valuable 
part  of  worship 

While  keeping  track  of  a  member’s 
physical  move  from  one  community  to 
another  is  a  valuable  ministry  (see 
preceding  editorial)  we  believe  it  is 
equally  important  for  local  congrega¬ 
tions  to  aid  persons  in  their  spiritual 
adjustment  to  moving. 

There  are  many  obvious  ways  the 
pastor  and  congregation  in  the  new 
community  can  help  the  transferring 
members  with  this  adjustment  and  make 
them  feel  welcome  in  their  new 
environment  But  often  left  out  of  the 
process  is  the  role  the  local  church  which 
is  losing  a  member  can  play. 

We  believe  the  practice  of  some 
churches  of  sharing  in  a  brief  ritual  with 
moving  members  during  Sunday 
morning  worship  can  be  valuable.  In  the 
same  way  that  members  coming  into  the 
church’s  fellowship  are  recognized, 
members  leaving  are  recognized  for  the 
role  they  have  played  in  the  church  and 
are  charged  to  continue  their  Christian 
commitments  in  a  congregation 
wherever  they  may  be  moving. 

Such  a  ritual  —  which  each  local 
congregation  could  write  for  itself  — 
could  be  a  significant  instrument  in 
helping  both  the  transferring  member 
and  the  congregation  as  a  whole  to 
understand  the  ministry  of  all  Christians 
which  goes  beyond  participation  in  a 
specific  local  church. 

We  urge  congregations  across  our 
denomination  to  consider  developing  and 
using  such  a  ritual. 


should  have  a  free  choice  including  the 
choice  of  motherhood.  Now  many  women 
say,  “Oh,  I’m  just  a  housewife."  Once  we 
get  to  the  place  where  each  person  can 
choose  what  they  want  to  do  and  not  be 
forced  into  some  stereotype,  then 
motherhood  will  assume  its  rightful 
place  of  honor  among  the  options  open  to 
a  young  woman. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  ERA  has 
become  associated  with  a  strident 
feminism  which  seems  to  be  anti-family. 
All  ERA  is  suggesting  is  the  right  of  all 
persons  to  experience  their  full  humanity 
in  the  way  they  feel  God  would  have  them 
do  it,  without  apology,  and  with  honor 
and  dignity.  The  Bible  reminds  us  that 
God  created  “man”  (mankind)  in  his 
own  image,  “male  and  female  created  he 
them."  Neither  is  better  than  the  other. 
There  are  God-ordained  differences,  but 
they  complement  each  other.  “Equality 
of  rights  shall  not  be  denied”  is  all  the 
ERA  says  and,  as  United  Methodists,  we 
believe  that. 

Dr.  Emerson  Colaw  is  pastor  of  Hyde 
Park  Community  UMC  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio  (West  Ohio  Annual  Conference). 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


4 Four  reasons  why  I  oppose  this  legislation  ’ 


By  MARY  JANE  HOWLE 

“Equal  Rights  Amendment”  is  a  very 
imposing  title.  It  sounds  good,  because 
most  Americans  are  for  equality.  That 
positive  reaction  created  a  momentum  of 
ratifications,  30  in  2  years  but  only  5  in 
the  last  four  years  have  ratified.  Now  it 
has  shifted  in  reverse. 

Public  awareness  of  other  laws  is  my 
first  reason  for  not  supporting  ERA,  as  I 
feel  it  is  unnecessary.  Equal  pay  for 
equal  work  is  guaranteed  under  the 
Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Act,  the 
Civil  Rights  Act  and  other  federal 
directives.  These  laws  prohibit  job 
discrimination  because  of  race,  color, 
religion,  sex  or  national  origin. 

An  employee  can  file  a  claim  without 
cost  if  one  feels  there’s  been  a  violation. 
The  1974  Equal  Credit  Opportunity  Act 
gives  women  equal  rights  in  credit.  I  feel 
it  unnecessary  as  Section  II  of  the 
amendment  transfers  state  powers  to 
federal  jurisdiction.  Matters  involving 
family,  marriage,  divorce,  inheritance, 
insurance  rates,  prison  regulations  (the 
list  is  endless)  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Government. 


The  second  reason  I  oppose  ERA  is  the 
unfairness  and  tactics  which  are  being 
used  to  get  it  passed.  Congress,  with  the 
help  of  the  President,  keeps  giving  the 
pro-ERAers  more  opportunities  to  get  it 
passed,  this  in  itself  denies  equal  rights 
to  those  opposed  to  ERA. 

Every  amendment  for  the  last  60  years 
has  had  the  7-year  deadline  and  the  7- 
year  limitation  is  in  the  original  ERA 
resolution.  It  is  grossly  unfair  that  the 
recent  full  House  vote  on  the  39-month 
extension  was  by  simple  majority 
instead  of  the  two-thirds  majority  as 
Article  V  requires  for  an  amendment  to 
the  U.S.  Constitution. 

It  is  set  precedent  that  after  one  House 
passes  a  Constitutional  amendment  by  a 
two-thirds  vote,  the  other  House  cannot 
change  the  conditions  of  the  amendment 
by  less  than  two-thirds.  Unfair  of  all 
unfairness  is  the  refusal  to  attach  the 
rescissions  of  states  to  the  extension  so 
that  the  states  who  said  yes  can’t  say  no 
and  the  states  who  voted  no  for 
ratification  can  change  to  yes.  This  is 
truly  stacking  the  deck  at  both  ends. 

Fifteen  states  that  haven't  ratified 


Resolution  praised ,  rejected 


To  the  Editor 

OOPS!  I’d  like  to  call  a  point  of  order  in 
the  reporting  of  the  Marxist  views  held 
by  our  current  Women’s  Division 
(TM/UMR,  August  18). 

Would  the  Evangelical  Mission  Council 
please  point  out  in  specific  details, 
actions,  and/or  statements  how  they 
have  identified  Marxist  views  in  the 
Women’s  Division.  I  note  one  statement, 
“And  whereas  the  Marxist  views  of  staff 
persons  in  the  Women’s  Division  have 
long  been  a  topic  of  conversation  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  circles;”  seems  to 
indicate  there  is  little  guilt  by  fact,  and 
more  guilt  by  gossip. 

I  would  question  the  validity  of  rating 
the  performance  of  officers  in  the 
Women’s  Division  by  their  particular 
political  allegiance.  If  we  control  our 
leadership  in  their  political  leanings,  how 
long  will  it  be  until  we  have  approved 
only  Democrats  or  Republicans  to  be 
officers.  As  hard  as  it  may  seem  to  be  in 
the  capitalist  countries,  the  church,  and 
the  message  of  Christ,  is  heard, 
preached,  lived  out,  and  promoted  in 
many  areas  other  than  our  political 
systems  of  free  enterprise  and 
capitalism. 

Bruce  Gotschall 

Westmoreland,  Kansas 

Comments  ‘indigestible’ 

To  the  Editor 

Dr.  Tracey  Jones’  response  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  describing  it  as  “totally 
irresponsible,  incomprehensible  and 
uninformed”  (TM/UMR,  August  18)  is 
inconceivable,  indefensible,  and 
downright  indigestible.  The  only  thing 
EMC  did  was  express  in  a  public 
resolution  “what  has  been  whispered  in 
private  rooms”  by  BGM  Board 
members,  African  and  Latin  American 
bishops,  and  finally  “proclaimed  from 
the  housetops”  (Luke  12:3)  by  Bishop 
Muzorewa,  namely,  the  Marxist  bias  of 
certain  staff  members  at  475  Riverside 
Drive. 

Wisely  Dr.  Jones  does  not  mention  the 
China  study  book  for  1979.  The  truth 
about  it  was  clearly  expressed  in  Bishop 
Nall’s  review  (TM/UMR,  August  11).  He 
characterizes  it  as  “a  cautious  but 
enthusiastic  apologetic  for  the 
Communist  experiment”  and  as  one¬ 
sided  needing  supplementing.  “Unfor¬ 
tunately,”  says  Bishop  Nall,  it  is  the 
“only  one  .  .  .  listed  for  reading  in  this 
year’s  special  study  of  United 
Methodists.”  It  is  more  than  unfortunate, 
for  the  majority  of  United  Methodists 
find  the  romantically  naive  marriage  of 
Christian  theology  and  Marxist 
methodology  inexplicible,  incredible  and 
incompatible.  Perhaps  most 
indecipherable  of  all  is  the  indefatigible 
and  impenetrable  defense  of  policies  and 
publications  which  are  insensible  to  the 
feelings  of  millions  of  United  Methodists. 
Herein  lies  the  true  cause  of  incalculable 
“harm  to  the  entire  church." 

David  A.  Seamands 

Wilmore,  Kentucky 

Mixed  emotions 

To  the  Editor 

Three  articles  on  Zimbabwe  in  the  past 
few  weeks  have  captured  my  attention 
and  prompted  a  lot  of  re-thinking.  My 
normal  position  on  Rhodesia  has  been 
against  any  solution  that  involves  the 
continuation  of  whites  in  power.  Yet,  as  I 
read,  and  re-read,  Bishop  Muzorewa 's 
statement  on  August  4,  I  find  myself 
drawn  to  his  position.  I  find  myself 
drawn  to  his  position  primarily  out  of 
empathy  for  a  man  in  a  painful  dilemma 
trying  to  achieve  a  workable  solution 
against  impossible  odds.  I  believe  that 
Bishop  Muzorewa  is  trying  to  do  what 
Christ  would  do  in  the  same  dilemma. 
Therefore,  I  share  his  disdain  for  the 
position  taken  by  the  Women’s  Division. 

Yet,  as  I  read  the  article  on  August  18 
reporting  the  demands  of  the 
“Evangelicals”  meeting  at  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  that  the  Women’s  Division 
staff  resign  because  of  their  support  of 
the  Patriotic  Front,  I  find  myself  arguing 
with  the  audacity  of  any  group  that  would 
purport  to  speak  for  the  whole  United 
Methodist  Church  in  making  such 
demands.  I  am  more  suspicious  of  any 
group  that  has  the  need  to  think  that  they 
are  any  more  “evangelical”  than  any  of 
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the  rest  of  us,  and  they  use  this  as  a  cover 
for  what  appears  to  me  as  their  own 
program  of  right  wing  (which  they 
misconstrue  as  conservative)  politics.  I 
resent  this  use  of  the  church  by  any 
political  group.  The  resolution  passed  at 
Fayetteville  May  have  made  those 
present  feel  that  they  had  really 
achieved  something.  My  hunch  (a  very 
strong  one)  is  that  their  action  only 
confirmed  a  lot  of  self-righteous 
arrogance.  What  effect,  if  any,  it  has  on 
the  Women’s  Division  will  be  to  harden 
an  already  untenable  position. 

The  article  on  the  same  page  dealing 
with  the  grant  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  to  the  Rhodesian  guerillas, 
brought  me  even  more  consternation. 
Even  if  I  benevolently  attribute  the 
action  of  the  WCC  to  be  based  on  the  hope 
(naive  though  it  may  be)  that  the 
Patriotic  Front  will  establish  justice, 
freedom,  and  democracy,  I  question  the 
wisdom  and  basic  intelligence  of  this 
grant.  Despite  the  “humanitarian 
purposes"  for  which  it  is  intended,  I  am 
just  as  suspicious  as  anyone  that  such 
money  will  be  used  for  weapons  of 
destruction  which  will  cause  orily  more 
human  suffering,  and  even  possibility 
that  Bishop  Muzorewa’s  plan  will 
succeed. 

My  thanks  to  TM/UMR  for  covering 
such  events,  even  though  I  am  not  always 
made  comfortable  by  reading  about 
them-  Bert  Clayton 

Hondo,  Texas 

Mia  Adjali  defended 

To  the  Editor 

I  wish  to  reply  to  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  Evangelical  Missions  Council  and 
to  some  of  the  letters  to  you  in  the  August 
18  issue.  At  the  School  of  Christian 
Missions  held  in  Costa  Mesa  last  week 
(the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference), 
Mia  Adjali  was  on  the  staff.  One  evening 
she  invited  all  interested  persons  to  meet 
her  to  raise  questions  about  the  Bishop 
Muzorewa  situation.  She  gave  an 
excellent  overall  detailed  account  of  the 
process  of  decision  making  in  the 
Women’s  Division. 

When  we  left  the  meeting,  we  had  a 
feeling  of  pride  that  such  a  capable 
person  was  an  executive  secretary  in 
our  organization. 

Marie  Bale 

Redlands,  California 

‘Good  News’:  Bad  news 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  speak  out  in  protest  of  the  latest 
actions  of  the  “Good  News”  movement 
(TM/UMR,  August  18).  I  have  seldom 
heard  such  trash  purported  to  express  a 
Christian  point  of  view.  The  Women’s 
Division  has  long  been  the  primary 
support  for  the  missional  arm  of  the 
church,  and  the  statements  of  the 
“movement”  are  ridiculous ! 

I  have  been  in  Methodist  circles  for 
some  time,  and  have  yet  to  “hear” 
concern  of  the  Marxist  learnings  of  the 
division.  I  am  aware  that  Bishop 
Muzorewa  has  some  criticism  of  the 
division,  but  when  his  country  finally 
realizes  freedom,  he  will  find  that 
freedom  insures  differences  of  opinion. 

There  may  well  be  individuals  who  have 
opinions  that  lean  to  the  left;  so  what?  I 
don’t  like  apple  pie  either!  Let’s  face  the 
facts!  It  is  obvious  that  the  Good  News 
movement  seeks  to  be  the  CIA  of  the 
church,  and  to  replace  a  seeking  spirit  ’ 
with  McCarthyism.  I  do  wish  they  would 
change  their  name,  because  “Good 
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News”  implies  Christian  foundations. 

The  Women’s  Division  expresses  its 
faith  by  the  deeds  it  has  done.  The  Good 
News  group  seeks  to  imply  its  faith  by  its 
destructive  force.  Sounds  like 
“Methodist  Moonies." 

David  Adair 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Let’s  share  buildings 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  propose  the  following 
idea  to  start  getting  discussion  and 
interest  in  it. 

Because  of  the  increasing  vandalism  of 
churches  and  because  of  mounting  costs 
of  fire  and  liability  insurance,  and  other 
costs,  two  or  three  denominations  should 
make  joint  use  of  one  building.  There 
could  be  a  separate  narthex  for  each  con¬ 
gregation  so  one  departing  congregation 
would  not  mix  with  an  arriving  congre¬ 
gation. 

The  reduced  building  costs  would  allow 
more  money  for  missions. 

With  part  of  the  reduced  costs  an 
apartment  could  be  incorporated  in  the 
building,  but  with  separate  entrance,  for 
a  custodian  who  would,  by  living  there, 
cut  down  on  the  vandalism. 

As  to  whether  joint  ownership,  or  a 
lease  arrangement,  that  could  vary  with 
the  circumstances. 

Roger  Williams 
Redding,  California 

Symbols  important 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  completed  reading  the 
article  in  the  August  11  issue  of  TM/UMR 
by  Mr.  Kenneth  Wray  Conners  and  wish 
to  commend  and  thank  Mr.  Conners. 

By  bringing  my  attention  to  the  fact 
that  I  daily  neglect  to  witness  to  my 
fellow  man  my  faith  in  a  risen  Lord,  Mr. 
Conners  has  done  me  a  real  favor.  He  has 
given  me  the  desire  to  find  and  display 
daily  a  symbol  of  the  risen  Christ. 

Thanks  to  Mr.  Conners,  I  start  looking 

Woodrow  W.  Roberts 
Pineville,  Louisiana 


ERA  have  been  compelled  to  vote  24 
times  in  committee  and  59  times  on  the 
floor  of  the  legislature.  What  about  the  24 
states  that  included  “within  7  years”  in 
their  ratification  and  the  4  states  that 
stated  within  a  time  limit.  In  all  fairness 
should  the  extension  not  void  these  28 
states’  ratification  and  allow  them  to 
vote  again?  Was  it  not  unfair  for 
Congress  to  give  $5  million  of  taxpayer’s 
money  to  the  International  Women’s 
Year  whose  main  priority  is  to  get  the 
amendment  passed? 

Again  President  Carter  has  appointed 
another  National  Advisory  Committee 
for  Women  that  includes  the  head  of 
every  radical  lib  and  lesbian  group  but 
not  one  stop-ERA  leader.  Again  Bella 
Abzug  is  chairperson  and  Judy  Carter  is 
honorary  chairperson.  Our  tax  dollars 
continue  to  be  used  to  provide  5  staff 
members  for  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  office  in  New  York  City  through 
Ceta  funds. 

The  third  reason  I  oppose  ERA  is  the 
church  boycott  of  non-ratifying  states 
that  has  caused  economic  harm  to 
innocent  people.  I  feel  religious 
institutions  involved  in  these  boycotts 
refute  the  very  Christian  witness  the 
church  (Christ)  advocates.  If  churches 
can  boycott  anti-ERA  state  facilities  and 
its  very  own  church-owned  facilities  and 
cause  economic  mayhem,  would  it  not  be 
just  as  understandable  for  a  Christian  to 
financially  boycott  his  or  her  giving  to 
the  church?  The  church’s  bureaucracy, 
in  making  their  decisions  not  to  meet  in 
anti-ERA  states,  decided  principle 
outweighs  economics.  Should  Christians 
use  this  same  rationale  and  withhold 
their  funds?  Is  this  not  contrary  to 
Christian  principles? 

The  fourth  reason  I  oppose  ERA  is  the 
wording  “equal  rights  shall  not  be  denied 
on  account  of  sex."  ERA  declares  that  all 
laws  must  apply  to  men  and  women  in 
exactly  the  same  manner  —  whether 
such  distinctions  are  beneficial  or  detri¬ 
mental.  ERA  would  do  havoc  to  our 
marriage  laws:  we  know  of  cases 
already  of  homosexuals  marrying. 
What’s  to  stop  them  from  adopting 
children?  Can  you  think  of  anything 
more  detrimental  to  our  society’s  family 
structure? 

In  the  past  exemptions  of  women  from 
the  draft  were  based  on  statutes  but  a 
Constitutional  Amendment  takes 
precedence  over  any  statute.  With  ERA 
all  persons  will  be  subject  to  draft  and 
combat  duty. 

In  fact,  ERA  could  do  what  the  Health 
Education  and  Welfare  has  been  trying 
to  do:  force  fraternities  and  sororities  to 
go  coed,  integrate  All  Girls  State  and  All 
Boys  State,  ban  father-son  and  mother- 
daughter  banquet  events,  do  away  with 
sex  stereotype  roles  needed  for  one  to 
have  a  positive  identity  instead  of  a 
blurred  image  of  what  their  role  is. 
Women  will  have  a  Constitutional  right  to 
terminate  any  pregnancy  they  do  not 
wish  to  continue. 

ERA  will  overload  our  courts  to 
eliminate  any  difference.  In  Colorado, 
where  ERA  is  enforced,  a  husband  sued 
his  wife  for  not  bringing  in  50%  of  the 
family  income  and  won.  In  another  state, 
an  older  woman  was  involved  with  a 
young  boy  and  the  judge  dismissed  the 
case  on  grounds  of  sex  education  and  the 
case  of  a  14-year-old  prostitute  was 
dismissed  as  a  form  of  entertainment. 

Rather  than  take  a  chance  that  more  of 
this  will  happen,  I  would  rather  scrap  the 
whole  amendment  or  start  completely 
over.  It’s  obvious  we  “all”  need  to  study 
the  ERA  more  and  this  includes  our 
legislature.  ERA  materials  can  be 
ordered  from  Archives  in  Washington  for 
a  small  fee.  We  need  to  ask  ourselves 
why  this  amendment  has  polarized  our 
people  as  no  other  amendment  ever  has? 
Is  it  because  no  amendment  can  make  us 
responsible  people  without  our  first 
turning  to  the  Almighty  for  our  Equal 
Rights.  I  believe  ERA  is  unnecessary, 
unfair,  economically  counterproductive 
and  quite  likely  would  be  unchristian  in 
application. 

Mary  Jane  Howie  is  a  member  of 
Wesley  UMC  in  Cleveland,  Tennessee 
(Holston  Annual  Conference).  She  serves 
as  district  president  of  United  Methodist 
Women. 


Classified 

tlATE:  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 
Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for  Youth 
and  Camping  Ministries,  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Begins 
January  1,  1979.  Deadline  for  applications: 

September  20,  1978.  Write  to:  2200  S.  University 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  16«;  100,  $15.00;  bronze 
cross,  $1.50;  poems,  "Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  2 «.  Plus 
postage  Cro6ses-2,  1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27609. 

application  forms 

NOVEMBER  6  11-Day  Israel.  November  8  16-Day 
Middle  East  with  Baghdad  and  Athens.  November  12 
11-Day  Rome/Jordan/Israel/Athens.  February  13 
11-Day  Egypt/Jordan/Israel  with  Damascus  and 
Rome.  February  21  11-Day  Jordan/Israel  with 
Athens  and  Damascus.  Contact:  World  Wide 
Christian  Tours,  P.O.  Box  506,  Elizabethtown,  Ky. 
42701.(502  )  769-5900. 

GROUPS  -  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and 
enjoy  lodging  and  meals  at  KELLER'S  COUNTRY 
DORM  RESORT.  Special  Senior  Citizens'  discount 
during  beautiful  fall  months!  Reservations:  (SOI) 
253-8418.  Rt.  1  —  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  72632. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS, 
accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  1 181,  Corpus  Christi.  Tex.  78403. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR, 
Las  Cruces,  N.M.  Population  45,000.  St.  Paul's  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1500  members,  is  seeking  a 
qualified  person  to  coordinate  church-wide 
programs,  training  and  special  workshops.  Salary 
range  $10,500-$12,500,  housing  and  benefits 
negotiable.  Available  January  1,  1979.  Contact 
Stephen  Matson,  Chairman.  Staff/Parish 
Committee,  2130  Hixon  Drive,  Las  Cruces,  N.M. 
88001. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPS  AND  CONFERENCES: 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Deadline  for  applications:  Sept.  29, 
1978.  For  information  write:  Dennis  Emrick, 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference,  Box  820,  Valley 
Forge.  Pa.  19482 

WANTED:  RETIRED  PART-TIME  associate  pastor 
to  assist  with  worship  services  and  visit  winter 
visitors  October  15  to  April  15  in  growing  church  in 
Valley.  Salary  approximately  $300  00  per  month.  Call 
or  write  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church,  301 
Pecan,  McAllen, Tex.  78501.  (512  )  682-1229. 

CREEKFRONT  HOUSE  WITH  BOAT:  Two 
bedrooms,  den,  completely  furnished;  nice.  $150 
week,  $500  month.  Sindahl  Evans,  1313  Driftwood 
Drive.  N.  Ft.  Myers,  Fla.  33903.  Collect  (813)  996- 
4166. 

SMALL  TOWNS  OFFER  no  companionship  for 
white,  attractive,  pleasant,  educated  50-year-old 
widow  Would  like  to  meet  attractive,  educated 
churchgoing  man  of  comparable  age.  Must  be  easy¬ 
going  and  personable.  Would  especially  like  a  date 
for  the  holidays.  Reply  to  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076- 
WS,  Dallas.  Tex.  75221. 

LAY  WITNESS  MISSION  sample  promotional 
materials  free.  "God  loves  you"  cross  bulletins, 
hymn  strips,  badges,  posters  and  witness  cards. 
Write:  Lay  Publications,  Rt.  1,  Box  1782, 
Rhinelander.  Wis.  54501. 
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home  in  Columbia,  Mo.,  in  a  summer  workcamp  experience 
sponsored  by  the  two  Missouri  conferences. 

meg  Mckinney  photos 


One  workcamper  from  Kirkwood  United  Methodist  Church, 
Kirkwood,  Mo.,  helps  adjust  a  bandage  on  an  elderly 
homeowner’s  leg,  while  others  add  a  coat  of  fresh  paint  to  his 


Kids  benefit  most ,  says  leader 


By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 
COLUMBIA,  Mo.  —  "Work  camping" 
is  not  quite  like  any  other  kind  of 
camping  in  terms  of  its  dividends,  says  a 
man  here  who  heads  some  3!>  to  40  such 
camps  annually. 

The  Rev.  Mel  West,  whose  summer 
programs  have  sent  thousands  of  young 
people  off  into  new  environments  and 
returned  them  more  sensitive  to 
different  people  over  the  last  eight  years, 
is  a  great  believer  in  the  concept. 

Benefits  accrue  to  the  young  people, 
senior  and  junior  highs,  to  pastors  and  to 
the  persons  helped  with  roofing, 
painting,  sheetrocking,  paneling,  porch 
repair,  minor  plumbing  or  electrical 
work,  he  says. 

The  work  involves  home  improve¬ 
ments  for  the  aged,  the  handicapped  and 
the  poor  in  urban  and  rural  areas,  and 
there  are  also  trips  to  Indian  reserva¬ 
tions  in  Oklahoma  and  South  Dakota  and 
youth  ranch  work  in  Arkansas. 

"One  of  the  great  benefits  of  the 
program  is  that  it  takes  the  kids  into  a 
lifestyle  they’ve  never  experienced 
before,"  Mr.  West  said  in  an  interview. 
"Most  of  our  kids  are  fairly  affluent  and 
we  work  with  the  very  poor.  We  take  the 
city  kids  into  the  country,  the  country 
kids  into  the  inner  city.  Most  of  our  kids 
are  white  and  they  end  up  working  with 
blacks.  Also,  the  young  work  with  the 
elderly.”  -11 

He  said  "young  people  bring  their 
prejudices  and  biases  along  from  home, 
and  the  work  camp  makes  them  re¬ 
examine  these  notions.  For  example,  he 
recalled,  there  was  the  daughter  of  a 
vice-president  of  a  chemical  company 
who  proclaimed  early  in  her  experience 
for  everyone  to  hear  "these  people  are 
poor  because  they  want  to  be." 

"By  the  end  of  the  week  she  had  grown 
up  a  lot  and  came  to  the  realization  that 
not  everyone  could  be  the  president  of  a 
corporation,"  Mr.  West  said.  In  addition 
to  new  sensitivity  to  the  reasons  for 
poverty,  he  said,  kids  also  get  a  new 
appreciation  for  their  affluence. 

He  said  they  often  observe  with 
surprise  that  there  is  usually  more  love 
among  poor  families  than  among  the 


affluent,  and  that  children  are  more  apt 
to  mind  their  elders. 

Another  benefit  is  to  the  youth  group, 
pastors  tell  Mr.  West.  "It  really  builds 
‘koinonia’  (fellowship)  in  a  group  as  they 
work,  play,  eat  and  pray  together  for  a 
week." 

He  said  that  one  of  the  long  lasting 
dividends  is  that  young  people  learn  the 
church  can  do  something;  it’s  not  just  all 
singing  and  praying  and  preaching. 

The  work  camps  which  are  a  program 
of  the  Office  of  Creative  Ministries, 
headed  by  Mr.  West  for  the  two  Missouri 
conferences,  are  the  result  of  ideas  he 
picked  up  from  others,  including  the  late 
Tex  Evans. 

Mr.  West  said  their  camps  are  unique 
in  that  they  work  mostly  through  local 
community  non-church  family  and  social 
service  agencies  to  find  the  persons  who 
need  help.  He  said  he  found  that  usually 
local  churches  don’t  know  who  or  where 
these  people  are. 


Another  unique  feature  is  that  the 
youth  live  in  local  churches  while  at 
camp,  doing  their  own  cooking  and 
spending  six  hours  daily  at  work.  Other 
hours  are  used  to  introduce  youth  to  the 
community  so  that  they  learn  what 
makes  it  a  distinct  community  different 
from  their  own.  Where  feasible,  campers 
dialogue  with  welfare  mothers  and  social 
workers  and  tour  social  agencies. 

Approximately  5,000  youth  and  adult 
counselors  from  Texas,  Ohio,  Nebraska, 
Iowa,  Illinois,  Kansas,  Arkansas, 
Missouri  and  Colorado  have  signed  up  for 
the  summer  program  since  1970.  They 
raise  their  own  travel  money,  buy  their 
own  food  and  often  some  funds  for 
repairs. 

Persons  being  helped  are  encouraged 
to  pitch  in  and  do  as  much  as  they  can, 
both  in  terms  of  providing  some  of  the 
materials  and  working  with  their  young 
helpers,  he  said. 
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Urban  youth  learn  about  fence  building  at  Heifer  Project  Ranch,  Perryville,  Ark., 
as  members  of  a  workcamp  group  from  Platte  Woods  UMC,  Mo.,  invest  a  week 
assisting  the  international  outreach  of  Heifer  Project. 


Salvation  Army  quits  world  council 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  The  Salvation 
Army  has  suspended  its  membership  in 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  ( WCC)  as 
a  result  of  the  $85,000  grant  to  the 
Patriotic  Front  of  Zimbabwe  (Rhodesia) 
by  the  WCC’s  Special  Fund  to  Combat 
Racism. 

An  announcement  of  the  action  was 
made  in  the  Salvation  Army’s  official 
newspaper,  The  War  Cry.  Its  editor,  Col. 


Wesley  Harris,  said,  "It  is  the  use  of 
violence  to  which  we  raise  our 
objections." 

The  announcement  said  the 
Salvationists  had  been  "perplexed  and 
distressed"  by  the  grant  and  quoted 
Canadian  General  Arnold  Brown,  leader 
of  the  worldwide  movement,  as  saying  he 
had  decided  to  suspend  membership 
pending  further  inquiries.  An  Army 


spokesman  said  that  the  suspension  was 
likely  to  be  only  temporary. 

Pauline  Webb,  a  leading  British 
Methodist  and  the  only  British  member 
of  the  WCC’s  Executive  Committee,  said 
she  "deeply  regretted"  the  Army’s 
decision.  At  the  same  time,  she  noted 
that  similar  grants  had  been  made  to 
liberation  movements  in  Namibia  and 
Mozambique  in  recent  years,  and 
remarked,  "I  don't  see  the  difference  " 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Governor  resisted 
Meldrin  Thomson,  Baptist  governor 
of  New  Hampshire,  is  in  hot  water 
again.  Last  March  he  tried  to  lower 
flags  to  commemorate  the  death  of 
Christ  on  the  cross  and  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  stopped  him.  This 
time  he  ordered  the  lowering  of  state 
and  U.S.  flags  in  observance  of  the 
death  of  Pope  Paul  VI.  The  state  Civil 
Liberties  Union  is  up  in  arms, 
charging  the  governor  is  obscuring 
the  separation  of  church  and  state. 
Inspiring  films  for  viewers 
Combine  a  clinical  psychologist, 
reserve  Army  officer,  journalist  and 
United  Methodist  minister  and  what 
do  you  get?  With  J.  Bond  Johnson,  you 

■  get  an  active  motion  picture  and  TV 
;  producer  who  works  to  make  quality 
»  issue-oriented  films  with  a  positive 
;  message.  One  network  TV  series  is  to 
;  deal  with  modem  day  family  living 

problems  and  include  case  histories 
|  from  his  counseling  practice. 
\  Although  he  wants  to  avoid  having  his 
films  labeled  "religious”  or  "psycho- 

■  logical”  —  because  this  turns  off  many 
;  viewers  —  he  hopes  his  films  will  “in- 
l  spire  or  point  the  way  a  little  more 
j  clearly  for  some  of  the  viewers.” 

Whisper  to  God 
"Jesus' blood  was  shed  even  for  Idi 
Amin"  (president  of  Uganda),  said 
Loren  Cunningham,  a  charismatic 
preacher  from  Hawaii  who 
specializes  in  getting  people  with 
"wounded  hearts"  to  forgive  those 


who  have  hurt  them.  At  his  invitation, 
he  got  several  thousand  persons  in 
Minneapolis  Auditorium  to  "whisper 
to  God”  the  names  of  persons  they 
were  forgiving  and  what  they  were 
forgiving  them  for.  Then  he  urged 
them  to  find  ways  to  express  love  to 
the  persons  they  had  just  forgiven. 

UM  trouble-shooter  praised 

United  Methodism’s  trouble-shooter 
for  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
has  been  praised  for  his  efforts  at 
defusing  a  potentially  dangerous 
moment  of  crisis  during  the  Native 
American’s  "Longest  Walk"  in 
Washington,  D.C.  The  Rev.  John 
Adams  "through  his  personal  actions 
set  a  positive  example  for  all  people 
involved,"  wrote  Thomas  N. 
McFadden,  U.S.  Department  of 
Interior  official  to  board  leaders.  And 
Mayor  Walter  E.  Washington  of  the 
capital  city  thanked  the  board  for  its 
assistance  during  the  Walk,  writing 
that  the  "zeal  and  sacrifices,  both 
personal  and  financially,  of  your 
church  staff  were  a  real  inspiration  to 
all  of  us." 

To  evangelize:  hug! 

What  do  you  think  about  defining 
evangelism  as  a  "hug?"  Norm 
Mowrey  does.  He  is  minister  of 
involvement  at  Burlingame  (Calif.) 
UMC  and  returned  recently  from  a 
seminar  on  evangelism  where  he  said 
he  probably  never  received  so  many 
hugs  in  one  week.  In  reality,  he  says,  a 
hug  is  "giving  and  receiving  love." 
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Absent  from  choir 


Cheryl  Long  wasn’t  singing  in  the 
senior  high  choir  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Roswell,  N.M.  — 
and  that’s  unusual.  But  what  is  more 
unusual  is  her  reason  for  being 
absent.  She  was  being  named  Miss 
New  Mexico  National  Teen-Ager  in 
the  state  pageant.  She  was  selected  on 
the  basis  of  scholastic  achievement, 
leadership  and  appearance  as  well  as 
a  100-word  essay  on  what’s  right  about 
America. 


‘Marxism’  charges  rapped 

Missions  exec  wants  no  part  in  i witch  hunt  ’ 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Charges  by  a  caucus  of 
"evangelicals”  that  persons  with 
"Marxist  views”  serve  on  the  staff  of  the 
top  mission  agency  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  have  "all  the  ominous 
dangers  of  McCarthy  ism,"  according  to 
the  top  executive  of  that  board. 

Comparing  a  recent  resolution  for  the 
resignation  of  the  staff  of  the  board's 
Women's  Division  to  the  communist 
"witch  hunts"  carried  on  25  years  ago  in 
the  federal  government  by  the  late 
Senator  Joseph  McCarthy  of  Wisconsin, 
the  Rev.  Tracey  K.  Jones  told  TM/UMR 
he  has  no  intention  of  taking  part  in  "that 
game." 

The  counter-charges  came  on  the  heels 
of  a  resolution  passed  Aug.  7  by  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  (EMC)  of 
the  denomination's  unofficial  caucus  of 
"evangelicals,"  known  as  the  "Good 
News"  movement.  EMC  called  for  the 
resignation  of  the  entire  staff  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries'  Women’s 
Division  behind  charges  that  staff 
members  hold  "Marxist  Views"  (see 
TM/UMR,  Aug.  18). 

Dr.  Tracey  Jones,  top  executive  of  the 
mission  board,  told  TM/UMR  the  central 
question  in  the  hiring  of  staff  is  Christian 
commitment.  He  said  he  knows  of  no  one 
on  his  staff  whose  primary  commitment 
is  not  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Although  refusing  to  take  part  in  "the 
game"  by  answering  charges  that  his 
staff  includes  Marxists,  Dr.  Jones  did 
say:  "I  served  as  a  missionary  in  China 
and  from  my  contact  with  Marxists  there 
1  can  see  no  way  that  a  committed 
Marxist  would  accept  Christianity  within 
a  Marxist  world  view.  And  I  can  see  no 
way  a  Christian  can  be  an  authentic 
Marxist." 

He  said  he  feels  the  Christian 
commitment  of  his  staff  is  unquestion¬ 
able  and,  therefore,  background  political 
questions  are  to  be  seen  within  a  "larger 
context.” 

"A  Christian  organization  should  have 
among  its  executive  staff  a  wide  variety 
of  political  and  social  points  of  view,”  Dr. 
Jones  said.  "But  those  views  must  be 
rooted  in  what  the  theological  section  of 
our  ‘Book  of  Discipline’  calls  an  Old  and 
New  Testament  biblical  perspective,  the 
tradition  of  the  church,  a  Christian 
experience,  and  the  use  of  disciplined 
reason.  These  are  standards  used  by  the 


Choirs  take  note:  General 
Conference  wants  you! 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  —  Choirs  in 
United  Methodism  beginning  their 
autumn  rehearsals  this  year  may  want  to 
do  so  with  an  eye  toward  Indianapolis 
and  the  next  session  of  the 
denomination’s  world-wide  lawmaking 
assembly  to  be  held  in  Indiana’s  capital 
city  in  1980. 

Professor  Carlton  R.  Young,  director 
of  music  for  the  General  Conference,  has 
announced  that  eight  choirs  from  local 
churches,  schools  and  other  institutions 
will  be  selected  to  sing  at  worship 
services  to  be  held  during  the 
quadrennial  sessions. 

Dr.  Young,  professor  of  church  music 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology,  said 
choirs  interested  should  send  a  current 
performance  tape  for  audition  and 
program  information  to  him  in  care  of 
the  seminary,  Emory  University, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  30322,  not  later  than  Dec. 
31. 

Choirs  chosen  to  sing  at  General 
Conference  will  be  announced  by  next 
April  15.  All  choirs  must  pay  their  own 
expenses  in  connection  with  their 
appearance  in  Indianapolis. 

UM  ministers  threaten 
civil  disobedience 
PHILADELPHIA  (UMC)  -  An 
ecumenical  clergy  organization,  which 
includes  some  30  United  Methodist 
ministers,  is  prepared  to  embark  on 
demonstrations  of  civil  disobedience  if 
the  mayor  and  city  council  of 
Philadelphia  do  not  take  steps  to  avert  an 
impending  school  teachers’  strike. 

"We  are  prepared  to  go  to  jail  if  need 
be,"  said  leaders  of  Clergy  United  to 
Save  the  Schools  (CUSS). 

Financial  conditions  within  the  school 
district  have  resulted  in  program 
cutbacks  and  the  Board  of  Education  laid 
off  2,000  teachers  in  June.  The 
Philadelphia  Federation  of  Teachers 
contract  expires  Sept.  1  and  the  union  has 
threatened  to  strike. 

United  Methodist  involvement  in 
efforts  to  avert  any  strike  has  included 
Bishop  James  M.  Ault  of  the 
Philadelphia  Area.  The  bishop  and 
cabinet  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
conference  were  among  the  first  to 
endorse  Clergy  United  efforts. 

Hour-long  TV  special 
to  ‘profile’  Andrew  Young 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  What  motivates 
Andrew  J.  Young? 

The  United  Church  of  Christ  minister 
has  been  a  controversial  public  figure  for 
well  over  a  decade,  as  a  civil  rights 
champion  and  aide  to  the  late  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King,  as  a  U.S.  congressman  and 
as  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  United 
Nations. 

His  whole  life  has  been  built,  say  his 
family,  friends  and  colleagues,  on  a 
"ground  of  faith,"  according  to  a  CBS 
News  profile  on  Mr.  Young  to  be  telecast 
Sunday,  Sept.  3  from  10  to  11  a.m., 
Eastern  Daylight  Time. 

“I  know  that  anything  I  am  today 
started  in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ," 
Mr.  Young  says. 


board  to  provide  a  reference  point  for 
continual  review  of  the  work  of  all  of  us. 

"Marxism  is  an  emotionally-ladened 
word,”  he  said.  "What  does  it  mean  to 
label  someone  a  Marxist?  There  is  no 
way  to  deal  rationally  with  such  a 
charge.” 

Meanwhile,  Dr.  Virgil  Maybray,  top 
executive  of  the  EMC,  said  he  has  no 
trouble  defining  "Marxist." 

"We  understand  Marxist'  to  mean 
communist,'  "  Dr.  Maybray  told 
TM/UMR.  "By  definition  a  communist  is 
an  atheist  and  an  atheist  can't  be  a 
Christian." 

Dr.  Maybray  said  the  EMC  believes 
there  are  Marxists  on  the  staff  of  the 
Women’s  Division.  Asked  whether  EMC 
believes  everyone  on  the  Women’s 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  —  The  trial  of  a 
United  Methodist  minister  charged  with 
"disobedience"  and  under  suspension 
came  to  an  abrupt  conclusion  last  week 
when  Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  made  a 
public  apology  to  the  man. 

As  a  result  of  an  out-of-court 
agreement  to  resolve  their  differences  in 
a  "spirit  of  Christian  brotherhood,"  the 
suspension  has  been  lifted  and  charges 
dropped  against  the  Rev.  Carl  Dodrill  of 
Spencer,  W.  Va. 

Bishop  Wertz  apologized  to  Mr.  Dodrill 
before  the  church  trial  court  "for 
anything  I  have  done  to  offend  or  injure 
Mr.  Dodrill  in  the  appointment  process.” 
The  bishop  also  agreed  to  offer  Mr. 
Dodrill  an  appointment  in  the  West 
Virginia  Annual  Conference  after 
consultation  with  the  cabinet  Aug.  26. 

Mr.  Dodrill  agreed  to  accept  the 
apology  and  upon  receiving  an 
appointment  said  he  will  withdraw  his 
membership  from  the  conference  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  will  also 
declare  his  $300,000  slander  and 
defamation  suit  against  the  bishop 
dismissed  in  the  Kanawha  Circuit  Court. 

The  Rev.  John  Geary,  presiding  officer 
of  the  court,  told  TM/UMR,  "We  were 


Charismatic  conference  set 
for  next  summer 

CHAPEL  HILL,  N.C.  (UMC)  —  A 
national  United  Methodist  conference  on 
charismatic  renewal  has  been  set  for 
Aug.  9-12,  1979  in  Louisville,  Ky.  The 
announcement  came  from  the  first 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Renewal  Services  Fellowship  (RSF) 
board  of  directors  here  last  month, 
chaired  by  Dr.  William  P.  Wilson, 
Durham,  N.C. 

A  major  portion  of  the  board’s  agenda 
was  spent  considering  ways  which  the 
RSF  can  best  serve  the  needs  of  the 
charismatic  renewal  within  the 
denomination.  The  Rev.  Ross  E. 
Whetstone  of  Nashville,  executive 
director  of  RSF,  described  the  spirit  of 
the  meeting  as  one  of  "prayerful 
deliberation  and  commitment  to  serving 
both  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  charismatic  renewal." 

UM  layperson  to  head 
national  Bible  week 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Donald  E. 
Procknow,  president  of  Western  Electric 
Company,  Inc.,  has  been  named  national 
chairman  of  the  1978  interfaith  National 
Bible  Week,  Nov.  19-26. 

“The  challenge  to  communicate  God’s 
Word  to  a  modern  generation  has  never 
been  greater,"  said  Mr.  Procknow,  a  lay 
leader  of  the  Bergen  Highlands  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Upper  Saddle  River, 
N.J. 


Division  staff  is  a  Marxist,  he  said:  "No. 
We  called  for  the  resignation  of  the  entire 
staff  because  we  didn't  want  to  get  into 
the  messy  business  of  singling  out 
individuals  and  making  this  a  personal 
thing." 

Beverly  Abbott,  a  director  of  the 
mission  board  from  Bath.  Me.,  who 
heads  the  personnel  committee  of  the 
agency,  said  questions  of  political 
alliance  have  never  been  a  part  of  the 
screening  procedure  for  staff  members 

"Staff  members  are  hired  by  board 
administrators  and  then  approved  by  the 
personnel  committee,"  Mrs.  Abbott  told 
TM/UMR.  "I  know  of  no  instance  where 
politics  of  a  given  candidate  have  even 
been  discussed  by  my  committee.  " 


most  happy  with  the  outcome."  He  said 
the  bishop  and  Mr.  Dodrill  came  to  him 
during  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of 
the  church  trial  and  asked  him  to 
adjourn  the  court  so  that  they  might  have 
time  to  reach  an  agreement. 

Mr.  Dodrill,  58,  said  he  was  "very 
happy"  with  the  conclusion.  "I  was 
completely  vindicated;  the  charges  of 
disobedience  were  dropped  and  the 
suspension  was  lifted." 

Mr.  Dodrill  said  the  bishop  made  the 
first  move  toward  the  settlement  but  said 
he  has  been  ready  to  sit  down  and  "settle 
this  thing  in  a  Christian  way  for  a  year 
All  I  ever  asked  for  was  a  full  apology 

According  to  the  Spencer  pastor,  the 
problem  arose  from  May  9,  1977 

statements  made  about  him  before  13 
members  of  his  congregation  at  St. 
John's  United  Methodist  Church.  In  the 
civil  suit  Mr.  Dodrill  charged  that  the 
bishop  slandered  him  last  year  by 
implying  he  had  taken  money  "under  the 
table”  and  cheated  on  his  income  tax. 

This  year,  before  annual  conference, 
Mr.  Dodrill  was  asked  to  end  his  10-year 
appointment  at  Spencer  and  go  to  St. 
John’s  UMC  in  Vienna,  W.  Va.  He 
refused  to  accept  the  transfer  but  insists 
he  would  have  accepted  a  new 
appointment  at  conference.  But  "I  was 
dropped,”  he  said,  "in  direct  contra¬ 
diction  of  ‘Discipline’  Par.  420  which  says 
every  pastor  shall  have  an  appoint¬ 
ment." 

He  said  that  at  that  point  he  lost 
confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  resolved  to 
withdraw,  but  that  he  wanted  to 
vindicate  his  integrity  and  clear  his 
name. 

When  Mr.  Dodrill  refused  to  accept  the 
transfer  to  Vienna  or  to  move  out  of  the 
Spencer  parsonage,  the  bishop  called  a 
five-member  Committee  of  Investigation 
to  determine  if  there  was  reasonable 
ground  for  the  charge  of  "disobedience  to 
the  order  and  discipline"  of  the  UMC. 
Reasonable  grounds  were  found  and  a 
trial  was  ordered.  Thirteen  elders  in  full 
connection  were  then  selected  for  the 
trial  court  in  accordance  with  the 
"Discipline"  (Par.  2521)  and  the  trial 
was  scheduled  for  Aug.  23. 

Meanwhile  a  new  pastor  was  appointed 
to  St.  John’s  UMC  in  Spencer  but  Mr 
Dodrill  continued  to  refuse  to  move  out  of 
the  parsonage.  As  a  result  of  the 
agreement  reached  during  the  trial,  the 
keys  have  been  turned  over  and  he  has 
moved  out. 

Mr.  Dodrill,  who  was  a  U.M.  pastor  32 
years,  said  he  intends  to  organize  a  new, 
non-denominational  church  in  Spencer. 
He  has  been  holding  services  since  the 
beginning  of  July  in  a  local  theatre;  he 
reports  some  80  persons  are  attending. 

Both  Bishop  Wertz  and  the  conference 
attorney,  Andrew  Blair  of  Charleston, 
declined  to  comment  further  on  the 
agreement. 


They’re  looking 
to  you . . . 


These  three  children  of  India  represent 
hundreds  looking  to  United  Methodist  for 
help.  Until  this  year,  a  non-United  Methodist 
Church  agency  had  been  supplying  part  of  the 
annual  funds  for  this  children's  home -and 
40  others.  These  funds  have  been  cut  off 
drastically,  limiting  the  number  of  children 
that  can  be  cared  for  and  threatening  a 
number  of  these  homes  with  closure 
For  1978,  S150.000  is  needed  to  feed  and 
cover  school  expenses  for  these  children. 
The  yearly  cost  for  one  child  is  SI  20.  You, 
your  church  or  your  church  school  class  could 
help  by  subscribing  this  or  any  amount. 

One  such  home  is  the  Johnson  Girls'  Hostel 
in  Jaba'pur.  The  director  writes,  "Our  hostel 
is  a  place  where  girls  can  develop  their 
physical,  mental  and  spiritual  power  to  the 
full.”  You  can  help  provide  such  opportunity 
They  are  looking  «o  you 


“  "Designate  gifts  to;  ■  ^ 
Orphans  and  Homeless  Children" 
Methodist  Hostels,  India 
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American  homes  need 
healing,  pastors  told 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

MITCHELL.  S.D.  —  More  violence 
rages  in  American  homes  than  in 
American  streets,  a  United  Methodist 
bishop  warned  the  Dakota  Area  Pastors' 
School  here  Aug.  21-24. 

Speaking  to  the  theme  of  the  school. 
“Ministry  to  the  Whole  Church  Family," 
Bishop  James  Armstrong  told  the  159 
pastors  and  spouses  that  to  say  God  is 
love  is  more  than  "trite  Sunday  school 
language." 

Love  is  incarnation,  the  bishop  of  the 
North  and  South  Dakota  conferences 
said  Since  justice  is  love's  demand,  the 
church  must  apply  this  reality  to  today's 
world  tragedies  and  personal  problems 
or  become  irrelevant.  "God  as  love  in 
Christ  captures  the  heat  of  revelation 
and  existence.”  the  bishop  said. 

Echoing  this  concern.  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Dale  White,  Princeton.  N.J.,  presented  a 
series  of  five  lectures  calling  the  church 
to  become  a  community  of  love  in  which 
persons  come  to  Christian  fulfillment 
and  from  which  they  go  to  serve  the 
needs  of  the  world’s  broken  people. 

“The  church  ought  to  have  a  prophetic 
ministry  on  behalf  of  the  poor  and 
oppressed,"  said  Bishop  White.  "We 
should  become  public  advocates  for  child 
and  family  problems.  We  have  often 
concentrated  so  on  our  own  caring  and 
nurturing  ministries  that  we  have 
neglected  community  organizations  that 
combat  the  ‘powers  and  principalities’ 
that  feed  into  the  wounds  people  bring  to 
the  church.” 

Family  emphasis  for  UMC? 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  White  told  TM/UMR 
they  would  welcome  an  emphasis  on  the 
family  for  the  United  Methodist  Church 
during  the  1980-84  quadrennium.  Such  an 
emphasis,  they  said,  could:  (1)  interpret 
the  cultural  forces  impacting  the  modern 
family,  (2)  highlight  the  local  church 
ministries  that  are  and  ought  to  be  going 
on,  and  (3)  enable  the  church  to 
rediscover  the  life  commitment  in 
marriage. 

On  the  last  point,  the  Whites,  who 
celebrated  their  32nd  wedding 
anniversary  last  week,  said  American 
society  with  its  "narcissism"  needs  to 
hear  about  "covenantal  living,  people 
staying  together  through  the  heat  of 
family  relationships,  experiencing  the 
dimension  of  the  cross.” 

In  current  society,  they  said, 
"everything  is  up  for  grabs  in  personal 
relationships,  which  means  they  are 
temporary  and  provisional.  We  think 
young  adults  are  looking  to  the  church 
for  some  kind  of  hope  that  the  family 
means  more  than  that.  In  fact,  people  are 
hungry  for  that  word.” 

Influencing  values 

Gwen  White,  the  mother  of  six  children 
and  a  worker  for  child  advocacy  in  New 
Jersey,  gave  the  pastors’  school 
audience  four  approaches  Christian 
parents  might  use  to  help  influence  their 
children’s  values.  First,  she  said,  move 
from  "control  values  to  joy  values.” 
While  a  parent’s  responsibility  involves 
discipline,  most  parents  think  they  must 
constantly  control  a  child’s  behavior, 
rather  than  trust  his/her  natural 
inclinations.  Emphasize  those  gifts, 
talents  and  skills  which  bring  joy  to  the 
child,  she  suggested. 

Second,  move  from  “power  to 
modeling  and  witnessing.”  Rather  than 
using  parental  power  to  force  children  to 
adopt  parental  values,  "model  them  in 
your  life  and  share  your  religious  faith.” 
Mrs.  White  said  she  was  developing  a 
workshop  entitled  “Me?  Teach  Religion 
to  My  Children?”  to  help  parents  learn 
how  to  share  their  Christian  faith  with 
their  offspring. 

At  the  other  end 
of  the  line  . . . 
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To  move  from  "values  to  valuing”  is 
the  third  way  she  offered  to  influence 
children’s  values.  Instead  of  “laying  on 
them  your  values,  help  them  discover 
how  to  clarify  and  develop  their  own 
ideas  of  what  is  important."  she  said. 

The  final  approach  is  to  move  from 
"moralizing  to  consulting."  she  said.  A 
consultant  never  comes  into  a  business  to 
run  the  operation.  Neither  should  a 
parent,  she  said,  come  into  a  child’s  life 
to  take  over,  but  mainly  to  consult  and 
always  to  be  available  when  the  child 
needs  to  talk.  Modern  fathers  spend  only 
an  average  of  13  minutes  a  day  with  their 
children,  she  warned. 

Learn  from  others 
The  Whites  also  emphasized  the 
intergdnerational  opportunities  the 
church  has  to  build  “koinonia"  (the  New 
Testament  word  used  to  describe 
“fellowship"  in  the  early  church.)  The 
church  is  one  of  the  few  places  left  in 
society  where  young  and  old,  single  and 
married,  male  and  female  can  gather  to 
learn  from  each  other,  they  said. 

"The  church  with  its  biblical  base  can 
minister  to  all  persons  and  families," 
declared  Bishop  White.  “While  worship 
recalls  traditional  values  and  provides 
stability,  the  Gospel  at  the  same  time 
boots  us  into  new  patterns  to  claim  our 
wholeness  as  humans." 

A  fourth  speaker  contrasted  the  Old 
Testament  view  of  women  with  that  of 
the  New  Testament.  Speaking  on 
women’s  and  men’s  liberation,  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Garrison,  senior  minister  of 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  said  a 
mistake  occurs  when  the  Genesis 
account  of  Eve  being  created  "from" 
Adam  is  interpreted  to  mean  "for” 
Adam.  What  the  account  really  means  is 
that  male  and  female  are  created  "for 
independent  dignities  but  interdependent 
destinies.” 

UM  agency 
fights  state 
tax  issue 

CHICAGO  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Pensions  has  taken  a 
stand  on  what  it  considers  a  basic  issue  of 
church  and  state  —  to  contest  denial  of 
its  exemption  as  a  church  agency  from 
paying  state  unemployment  compensa¬ 
tion  tax. 

The  30-member  board,  meeting  here 
Aug.  17,  voted  to  contest  an  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Illinois  Unemployment 
Compensation  Act  that  would  require  it 
to  pay  unemployment  compensation  tax 
back  to  1974,  plus  penalties.  The  board 
also  voted  to  employ  counsel  to  assist  in 
the  agency’s  resistance  to  the  tax. 

In  concurrent  action,  the  board 
expressed  concern  for  its  employees  by 
voting  its  intent  for  board  employees  "to 
be  offered  unemployment  compensation 
at  least  equal  to”  benefits  of  the  state 
where  they  would  be  eligible  under  state 
statutes. 

Several  board  members  termed  the 
unemployment  compensation  tax  matter 
a  church-state  issue  that  faces  not  only 
the  pensions  agency  but  other  sectors  of 
the  church  "across  the  board.” 

The  issue  arose,  said  board  vice 
president  Roger  Roberts  of  Wheeling,  W 
Va.,  when  a  former  pensions  employee 
sought  to  receive  unemployment 
compensation  and  was  told  she  was 
ineligible  because  the  board  did  not  pay 
unemployment  compensation  tax.  Upon 
investigation,  Donald  Vetter,  board 
attorney,  explained  there  had  been  a 
shift  in  interpretation  by  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Labor  which  previously 
had  not  required  the  board  to  pay  the  tax. 

Mr.  Vetter  said  federal  law  exempts 
charitable  institutions,  including 
churches,  from  paying  federal 
unemployment  compensation  tax  but 
leaves  it  to  each  state  to  determine 
whether  charitable  institutions  should 
pay  state  tax.  He  said  that  a  majr~  issue 
involved  in  the  board’s  case  is  the 
definition  of  "church.” 


Correction 

The  vital  statistics  on  the  book  Bishop 
Robert  E.  Goodrich  reviewed  for 
TM/UMR  last  week  were  inadvertently 
omitted.  The  book  is  “Willis  M.  Tate: 
Views  and  Interviews”  edited  by  Johnnie 
Marie  Grimes,  published  by  SMU  Press, 
1978, 184  pp.,  selling  for  $12.50. 


Cross  and 
Flame  Pendan 
$ 9.95 
Postpaid 

This  beautiful  Cross  and  Flame 
pendant  is  handmade  by  a  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
cross  is  sterling  silver  and  the  flame 
copper.  The  entire  pendant  measures 
1  in.  tall  and  3/8  in.  wide.  It  is  also 
available  as  a  stickpin  or  tie  tack  at 
the  same  price.  To  order,  send  check 
or  money  order  to:  El  Gringo 
Galleries,  Box  2356,  Taos,  N.M.  87571. 
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POPE  AIR  FORCE  BASE,  N.C. — Major  Russell  W.  Barr,  a  chaplain  here, 
and  his  puppet  Willie,  talk  over  a  problem. 

Dummy  in  pulpit  keeps 
’em  glued  to  seats 


POPE  AIR  FORCE  BASE,  N.C.  . 
(RNS)  —  A  wooden-headed  dummy! 
named  Willie  has  helped  raise  church 
attendance  and  interest  in  sermons  at 
Pope  Air  Force  Base. 

Chaplain  (Maj.)  Russell  W.  Barr,  a 
United  Methodist  clergyman,  said 
attendance  at  Sunday  services  has 
increased  among  adults  as  well  as 
children  since  Willie  joined  the  staff. 

Willie  participates  in  “Children’s 
Encounter,”  a  part  of  Mr.  Barr’s 
Sunday  morning  service  aimed  at 
attracting  and  holding  the  attention  of 
children.  He  said  the  kids  sit  glued  to 
the  spot,  not  missing  a  word  Willie 
“says.” 


The  children  sit  attentively  as  Willie 
‘  confesses  to  lies,  asks  the  children  for 
forgiveness  and  then,  at  the 
chaplain’s  prodding,  confesses  his  lie 
to  God. 

“Willie,  in  effect,  allows  for  a  Httle 
sermon,  but  it’s  something  the 
children  understand,"  said  Chaplain 
Barr,  47.  “He  reaches  them  in  a  way 
that  I  couldn’t  if  I  were  standing  up 
there  by  myself." 

The  wooden  dummy’s  popularity 
has  extended  beyond  the  pulpit.  He 
now  appears  at  base  functions  other 
than  chapel,  Mr.  Barr  said,  wearing 
several  outfits  made  by  the  chaplain’s 
wife. 


.  .  .  getting  different  reactions  from  youngsters  during  a  recent  camp  show. 
One  little  girl  ponders,  a  tow-headed  boy  is  awe-struck,  but  the  consensus  turns 
to  laughter.  religious  news  service  photos 


Doing  justice  seen  as 
church  ‘family  affair’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ROXBURY,  Pa.  —  "Easier  said  than 
done"  is  a  truism  found  to  be  all  too 
accurate  by  a  number  of  Christian 
families  at  a  retreat  seeking  to  apply  the 
biblical  instruction  to  “do  justice,  love 
mercy  and  walk  humbly." 

But  working  together  as  a  family  unit 
on  justice  issues  was  both  refreshing  and 
encouraging,  said  some  50  persons  from 
families  meeting  here  Aug.  18-20. 

"Families  for  Justice”  retreats  are 
coordinated  each  summer  by  Disciple- 
ship  Workshops,  a  team  of 
"evangelical”  Christians  committed  to 
making  their  concern  for  justice  both 
biblical  and  practical,  leaders  say. 

The  retreat  centered  on  the  prophet 
Micah’s  question  "What  shall  I  bring  to 
the  Lord  when  I  come  to  worship  him?" 
—  and  the  answer  —  “He  has  showed  you 
what  is  good;  and  what  does  the  Lord 
require  of  you  but  to  do  justice,  and  to 
love  kindness,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
your  God.”  (Micah  6:6-8) 

One  way  to  do  that  is  in  families  —  the 
natural  family,  the  church  family  and 
the  whole  world  family.  The  weekend 
flipped  participants  back  and  forth 
between  these  family  roles  with  the  hope 
that  individuals  would  come  to  see 
themselves  as  parts  of  different  families, 
“all  special  to  God,”  said  Arbutus  Sider, 
retreat  planner. 

Family  time  has  puppets 

As  one  feature  of  the  retreat,  a  puppet 
family,  the  Gollywumpii,  had  everyone’s 
attention  glued  on  them  during  blocks  of 
program  called  "family  time."  Through 
scripts  written  by  Judy  Alexander,  the 
Gollywumpii  got  into  all  sorts  of  scrapes 
because  they  didn’t  appreciate  the 
importance  of  other  family  members, 
were  selfish  and  self-centered.  There 
was  also  a  friendly  dragon  named 
"USA"  who  "liked  to  collect  things  and 
hadn’t  learned  how  to  share.” 

Other  family  learning  times  included 
short  films,  folk  stories,  games  and 
singing  geared  to  building  understanding 
of  justice  in  what  God  expects  of 
individuals  in  families. 

Adults  led  on  pilgrimage 

Adults  picked  up  the  discussion  in 
other  blocks  of  time  reserved  for  them. 
Sharing  their  “justice”  pilgrimage,  it 
was  obvious  that  most  were  already 
convinced  social  justice  was  an 
important  part  of  their  faith.  They  were 
here  searching  for  ways  to  make 
concrete  their  belief  in  their  lifestyles  — 
looking  for  handles  to  grab  and  for 
reinforcement  and  encouragement. 

They  were  led  by  Ronald  J.  Sider,  a 
professor  of  systematic  theology  at 
Eastern  Baptist  Seminary  and  author  of 
"Rich  Christians  in  an  Age  of  Hunger." 
(The  book,  which  is  recommended  read¬ 
ing  for  United  Methodists  for  the  world 
hunger  missional  priority,  is  a  biblical 
study.) 

Basic  to  the  desire  to  “do  justice”  is  an 
understanding  of  what  is  evil,  Dr.  Sider 
said.  God  abhors  individual  and 
structural  sin  equally.  He  said  the 
tragedy  of  the  last  decade  has  been  that 
individuals  have  put  all  their  attention  on 
either  individual  or  systemic  evil, 
apparently  ignoring  the  prophetic 
witness  in  scriptures.  In  Amos,  Isaiah 
and  Jeremiah  condemned  sexual  sins. 


drunkenness  and  oppression  of  the  poor, 
for  example,  are  side  by  side— in  the 
same  sentences. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  Bible 
frequently  condemns  evil  social 
institutions,  corrupt  courts,  laws  that 
.‘‘frame  mischief  by  statute,"  and 
legislators  "who  keep  writing  oppression 
to  turn  aside  the  needy  from  justice.” 

As  a  next  point  he  asked:  "To  what 
extent  do  we  sin  when  we  participate  in 
systems  that  hurt  people  to  the  benefit  of 
others,  and  how  are  we  involved  in 
systemic  evil?” 

Some  of  the  most  serious  injustices  in 
the  world  family,  for  example,  benefit 
the  developed  "rich”  nations  to  the 
detriment  of  the  undeveloped  "poor” 
nations,  Dr.  Sider  said.  Christians  are 
caught  in  the  dilemma  of  benefiting  from 
a  system  that  causes  injustice,  yet 
changing  it  seems  beyond  the  power  of 
the  individual. 

‘Repent,  work  for  change’ 

"Guilt  trips"  are  useless,  he  said. 
“Don’t  be  afraid  of  sin  and  guilt.  The 
thing  to  do  is  to  repent  and  work  for 
change." 

A  four-fold  response  is  called  for,  he 
believes:  increased  knowledge  and 
analysis,  simplifying  of  lifestyle,  church 
involvement  and  political  efforts. 

"We  don’t  have  a  final,  correct 
analysis  of  the  world  situation,"  he 
cautioned.  "We  may  be  dead  wrong  at 
some  points.  But  the  important  thing  is  to 
begin  a  pilgrimage  on  the  side  of  justice, 
and  in  the  process  we  will  learn  a  lot 
more.  I  believe  the  scripture  is  clear  that 
God  is  on  the  side  of  the  poor,"  the 
biblical  scholar  said. 

Moving  to  the  image  of  the  world  as  a 
“family,”  Mrs.  Sider  said,  "When 
someone  is  hurting  in  our  natural  family, 
we  know  it  immediately,  but  when 
someone  is  hurting  in  the  world  family 
we  often  don’t  know.” 

A  hunger  snack  was  served  to 
demonstrate  how  this  works.  One  group 
was  served  punch  and  donuts  at  a  table 
that  had  a  tableclotl)  and  chairs  to  sit  on. 
The  other  two  groups  were  served  either 
a  small  piece  of  graham  cracker  or  a 
couple  of  peanuts  and  a  glass  of  water  on 
the  floor. 

Seeing  the  differences  in  responses  to 
the  inequities  motivated  sharing,  one 
person  observed  at  the  discussion  that 
followed. 

In  looking  for  effective  ways  to  work  at 
complex  problems  in  the  world  family, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sider  have  found  that  an 
individual  Christian  family  can  take 
steps  toward  voluntary  simplicity.  They 
believe  this  has  three  important  verities: 
First,  it  frees  up  significant'  amouftts  of 
money  which  can  be  given  through 
church  and  secular  agencies  for 
development. 

Second,  it  is  a  powerful  symbolic  move 
for  the  family  unit.  It  also  gives  integrity 
to  calls  on  Washington  for  action  on 
hunger  and  development  measures. 
Third,  “Unless  we  can  make  changes  in 
our  lives,  we  won’t  be  able  to  generate  a 
mass  movement  for  change,”  they 
concluded. 


Quality  of  counseling  rises 

Many  with  problems  see  pastor  first 
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By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  If  you’re  a  church  member 
and  have  a  serious  personal  problem, 
chances  are  the  first  person  you’ll  turn  to 
for  help  is  your  pastor.  In  fact,  an 
estimated  40  percent  of  all  persons  with 
problems  today  seek  counseling  from  a 
pastor  rather  than  from  someone  else  in 
the  “helping"  professions. 

How  good  that 
counseling  is  de¬ 
pends  on  the 
pastor,  of  course. 

But  increasingly 
today,  it’s  liKely  to 
be  pretty  good, 
says  a  United 
Methodist  pastor/- 
counselor  here.  The 
pastor  as  counselor 
is  gaining  new 
respectability  both  inside  and  outside  the 
church  as  a  trained  professional  who  can 
"meet  people  where  they  live  and  hurt" 
and  also  help  them  discover  the  spiritual 
dimension  of  their  lives. 

No  longer  are  pastors  seen  by  many  as 
"pietistic  moralizers  who  live  in  an  ivory 
tower,"  claims  the  Rev  DeForrest 
Wiksten  now  pastor  of  Northaven  UMC 
and  formerly  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area 
pastoral  counseling  director.  The  well- 
trained  pastor  today  has  learned  to 
combine  scientific  counseling  methods 
with  “an  understanding  of  what  the 
Gospel  says  about  the  human 
experience." 

The  secret  lies,  Mr.  Wiksten  believes, 
in  the  phrase  "well-trained."  Thanks  to 
better  seminary  courses  in  counseling  — 
"such  courses  are  both  fashionable  now 
and  seen  rightly  as  a  necessity"  -  good 
supervision,  and  some  rigorous 
standards  set  up  by  the  American 
Association  of  Pastoral  Counselors 
(AAPC)  —  more  United  Methodists 
today  have  access  to  pastors  who  are 
effective  counselors,  he  believes. 

It’s  true,  he  says,  that  people  often  turn 
to  pastors  for  the  same  reasons  they 
always  have:  because  a  pastor  is  near  at 
hand,  virtually  cost-free  and  expected  to 


be  an  “expert"  in  living.  But  an  effective 
pastor-counselor  can  offer  a  better 
reason:  the  promise  of  some  theological 
understanding  people  really  want  along 
with  the  behavioral  skills  they  obviously 
need. 

“People  sense  there’s  more  to  life  than 
psychological  understanding,"  he  says. 
“They  want  to  know  what  it  means  to  be 
fully  human."  Many  people  avoid 
psychology  because  it’s  too  forceful 
without  a  spiritual  dimension.  Others 
avoid  clergy  because  they  expect  only 
“spiritual  mouthings."  A  pastor  who 
knows  psychology  and  understands  his 
own  theology  can  combine  them  to  help 
persons  truly  grow,  he  maintains. 

What  makes  an  effective  pastoral 
counselor?  Besides  solid  formal 
education  and  ongoing  training,  Mr. 
Wiksten  believes  effectiveness  means: 

(1)  being  a  trustworthy  friend,  willing 
to  share  vulnerability ; 

(2)  having  a  genuine  desire  to  help,  not 
just  a  desire  to  “build  a  kingdom”;  A 
good  counselor  is  not  a  magic-maker 
from  whom  a  person  walks  away  raving 
“Gee,  that  guy  is  terrific!”  A  good 
counselor  helps  a  person  learn  to  say 
"Gee,  I’m  terrific"  —  or  at  least,  "Gee, 
I’m  terrific  and  so  is  he/she! " 

(3)  not  exploiting  a  counseling 
relationship  —  either  by  breaking 
confidence  or  using  the  relationship  in 
inappropriate  ways ; 

(4)  knowing  one’s  capabilities  —  not 
thinking  one  can  solve  everything  for  a 
person  but  not  minimizing  one’s  ability  to 
solve  what’s  possible; 

'  ( 5)  being  willing  to  be  accountable  as  a 
counselor. 

United  Methodism,  Mr.  Wiksten 
believes,  has  a  good  track  record  these 
days  in  turning  out  effective  pastor/- 
counselors.  He  points,  for  example,  to  a 
high  preponderance  of  UMs  active  in  the 
1,400-member  AAPC,  which  sets  and 
maintains  vigorous  standards  of  training 
and  competency  for  pastors  who  work  in 
counseling.  As  chairperson  of  AAPC’s 
local  parish  concerns  committee,  he 
notes  that  both  the  president,  Dr.  John  H. 
Patton,  Atlanta,  and  president-elect,  Dr. 


DeForrest  Wiksten 


Donald  C.  Houts,  Champaign,  Ill.,  are 
United  Methodists. 

Mr.  Wiksten  says  the  strict  standards 
for  codes  of  ethics,  certification  and 
minimum  practices  required  of  all  AAPC 
members  have  helped  immeasurably  to 
insure  that  counseling  is  an  honorable 
profession  in  the  church. 

“We’re  not  there  yet,”  he  says  about 
the  UMC’s  counselors.  Not  all  pastors 
equip  themselves  well  for  the  counseling 
they  inevitably  are  called  on  to  do.  But 
more  are  all  the  time.  Meanwhile, 
“people  are  still  in  pain  —  emotional, 
psychological  and  spiritual”  and  will 
continue  to  beat  a  path  to  the  pastor’s 
door. 
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CHINA  —  mysterious . . . 

remote  . .  .  ominous . . .  beautiful 

Slow  l\  the  lonq-  shut  Joor  to  China  creaks  open.  Now  /\ 
time  to  stuJ\  thi\  yreat  land  —  this  ancient  people. 


To  supplement  thisyeai 
official  mission 
of  China,  Good  News 

has  compiled  a 


ears  /*\ 
study 


Each  CHINA  PACKET  contains 


■  KXI 


•  Hudson  Taylor's  Spiritual  Secret,  the  book  that  tells  the  spiritually 
challenging  story  of  the  physician  who  founded  the  China  Inland 
Mission. 


•  A  report  on  a  recent  trip  to  China  by  a  former  Methodist  missionary 

to  China,  Dr.  James  Pyke. 

•  Articles,  booklets  and  brochures  highlighting  evangelical  ministries 

with  the  Chinese  and  urging  an  exploration  of  viable  ways  to  share 
the  Gospel. 


Your  mission  vwxk  area  or  United  Methodist  Women  will  study  China  this  next  year. 
Onkr  a  CHINA  PACKET  lor  each  participant.  Soundly  Bibik al,  politically  realistic, 
thoroughly  evangelistic ,  this  packet  can  ne  used  with  conBdeme.  It  will  a<kl  an  important 
extra  dimension  to  the  study  in  your  church. 

A  CHINA  PACKET  is  only  $6.00.  Clip  the  coupon  below  and  onler  yours  today. 


Please  send  me _ CHINA  PACKETS  at  $6.00  each.  Total  price. 

Chech  here  if  you  waJd  like  to  be  billed  \  \ 


IJJrrs. 


<«*  - Seat - /r - 

Send  to  Good  News  China  Packet,  JOS  East  Main  Street,  Wilmore,  KY  4039ft 
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The  most  important  aim  should  be 
To  care  and  not  to  count  the  cost. 
Never  again  when  looking  back 
To  have  to  count  a  moment  lost. 


Caring 
By  NONA  MORRISON 


No  thing  of  joy  remains  the  same 
And  leisure  hours  no  pleasure  bring 
If  no  one  cares  and  shares  it  all. 

It  takes  two  hearts  to  soar  and  sing. 


A  day  with  no  smile  for  a  child, 

No  story  read  or  secret  shared, 
That  day  has  turned  from  blue  to  gray 
And  slid  away  when  no  one  cared. 


The  world  could  fly  on  wide  gold  wings 
And  life  could  be  so  bright  and  fair. 
Why  do  we  waste  such  precious  things 
Because  we  do  not  bother  to  care? 


To  care  is  to  share 


in  God’s  feast 


Joy 

By  GAIL  COOKE 
Every  pleasure  that  we  may  seek 
So  quickly  fades  and  becomes  weak. 

Yet,  never,  not  ever  as  long  as  man  lives 
Does  he  tire  of  the  pleasure  that  he  gives. 


John’s  well 
By  POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 
An  essential  quality  of  life 
as  known  in  rain  cleansing  earth 
and  feeding  grain ...  or  tears 
which,  comforting,  release  my  pain  .  .  . 


Clean  and  cool  to  ease  a  wound, 
freshly  drawn  against  thirst .  .  . 
water  running,  or  clear  and  still, 
ocean-powered  or  soft  on  a  hill .  . 


When  Jesus  said,  “Come  to  Me 
all  who  thirst,  and  I  will  fill,” 

He  countered  drought  and  barrenness 
to  open  the  eternal  spring  of  blessing . 


Bridge  to  understanding 
By  BEATRICE  M.  LAND 
One  word  — 

Short,  simple,  succinct 
One  theme  — 

That  makes  it  unique. 

Read  about  it  — 

Live  it,  pass  it  along 
With  it  you  can  right 
Most  any  wrong. 

It  never  grows  old  — 

It  is  always  in  style 
It  makes  even  the  simplest 
Things .  .  .  worthwhile. 

Jesus  taught  it  — 

Exemplifies  it, 

As  does  the  Father  above 
The  key  word,  the  theme 
Of  the  New  Testament  is  .  .  . 

LOVE! 


Who 

By  MARTIN  BURWELL 

Who 

has  the 

time 

To  care 

For 

whatever,  whoever 
lies 

Outside  of 
life’s  main 
track 

The  people  of 
age 

who  need 

talking  to  just  talking 

to 

The 

funny  kid  who 
doesn’t  fit  in 
With  the 
rest  of  the 
class 

Christianity 
is  odd 
that 
way 

Asking  us  to 
go  out 

Of  our  usual  way 
And 


Gregarious  eating 
By  HAROLD  K.  ARMSTRONG 
To  eat  the  food  of  loneliness 
Is  but  to  satisfy  no  hunger ; 

In  satiety  there  is  no  satisfaction 
To  the  inner  id, 

No  dinner,  no  nourishment, 

Joy  is  but  hid. 

But  to  set  a  table  for  at  least  one  more 
Is  to  multiply  the  loaves  and  fishes 
Of  a  multitude. 
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Influence 
By  JESSIE  J.  BROWN 
Where  are  last  year’s  sunrays 
That  shone  when  days  were  mild ; 
They’ve  gone  into  the  fruit  and  grain 
To  feed  a  hungry  child. 

Where  are  last  year’s  raindrops 
That  came  so  gently  down? 
Forgotten,  but  they  still  remain 
To  work  in  field  and  town. 

The  things  I  do  and  say 
May  sometime  have  a  part 
In  someone’s  life,  and  someday  bear 
Fruit  in  another’s  heart. 


Religious  News  Service 

Has  psychology  become  a  ‘secular 
religion”  for  America’s  affluent? 

Some  observers  believe  that  it  has.  and 
fear  that  such  a  development  may  have 
adverse  effects  for  both  the  spiritual  life 
of  persons  and  the  well  being  of  society. 

Behind  such  fears  is  the  popularity  of 
various  forms  of  “assertiveness 
therapy,"  propagated  by  books  by 
writers  like  Robert  Ringer  "Looking  Out 
for  Number  One”  and  movements  like 
"est."  At  best,  the  movement’s  critics 
say,  it  focuses  too  much  attention  on  the 
problems  of  the  individual  while,  at 
worst,  it  implies  that  persons  should 
satisfy  their  own  needs  without  regard  to 
the  needs  of  others. 

Some  observers  have  suggested  that 
psychology  in  general  has  gotten  out  of 
hand  in  American  society.  In  a  new  book 
entitled  “The  Psychological  Society,” 
author  Martin  L.  Gross  asserts  that 
modern  psychology  "is  replacing  the 
Judeo-Christian  faith  as  the  religion  of 


the  educated  masses.  ' 

According  to  Mr.  Gross,  psychiatrists 
and  psychologists  “  have  become  our 
“new  seers.’  offering  biased  advice  on 
everything  from  sex  to  world  affairs.  ” 

A  critique  from  a  Christian  viewpoint 
is  the  book,  “  Psychology  as  Religion: 
The  Cult  of  Worship."  Written  by  Dr. 
Paul  C.  Vitz,  associate  professor  of 
psychology  at  New  York  University,  it 
examines  psychological  schools  which 
the  author  groups  under  the  general 
heading  of  ““self ism.” 

‘Selfism’  anti-Christian 
He  indicates  that  “the  first  popular 
expression  of  such  notions  as  “self- 
realization,'  ‘becoming  a  real  person,' 
and  the  like  appears  to  have  occurred  in 
New  York's  Protestant  pulpits"  in 
sermons  by  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  and 
Norman  Vincent  Peale.  Dr.  Vitz 
maintains,  however,  that  in  its  stress  on 
individual  autonomy  and  the  person  as 
the  measure  of  all  things  "selfism”  is 
anti-Christian. 


Shed  multiple  jobs, 
college  trustees  told 


SNOWMASS,  Colo.  (UMC)  -  Bishops 
and  others  who  are  members  of  several 
boards  of  trustees  who  cannot  actively 
participate  in  the  governance  of 
institutions  would  do  well  to  reduce  their 
involvement  to  a  more  realistic  level. 

That  was  but  one  of  the  suggestions 
made  here  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
bishops,  college  presidents  and  trustees. 
The  consultation  was  called  by  the 
United  Methodist  Division  of  Higher 
Education  to  consider  ways  of  countering 
the  rising  tide  of  litigation  threatening 
church-related  institutions  of  higher 
education. 

Resource  leader  for  the  event  was 
Philip  R.  Moots,  an  attorney  and  director 
of  the  Center  for  Constitutional  Studies  at 
Notre  Dame,  Ind. 

The  38  participants  were  led  through 
case  studies  and  actual  problems 
confronting  church-related  colleges  and 
universities.  Issues  included  structural 
relationships  between  the  church  and  its 
schools,  public  funding,  expanding 
liability,  religious  preference  of  faculty 
and  staff  and  the  liability  of  individual 
trustees. 

‘Timidity’  deplored 

Mr.  Moots  urged  the  participants  to 
take  more  initiative  in  both  policy  and 
practice  in  the  contemporary  litigious 
atmosphere.  When  federal  bureaucrats 
and  others  write  letters  questioning 
practices,  he  said  the  institutions  need 
not  assume  their  own  guilt  without 
reflection. 

Deploring  the  "timidity”  with  which 
many  institutions  gave  in  to  preliminary 
pressures,  he  said,  “Bureaucrats  make 
mistakes  just  like  everyone  else.” 

He  urged  boards  and  executives  to  be 
clear  about  the  law  and  to  go  over  the 
heads  of  petty  bureaucrats,  if  necessary, 
to  assert  their  rights.  He  stressed  the 
need  to  review  documents,  such  as 
charters  and  covenants,  that  spell  out  the 
relationship  between  institutions  and  the 
church.  He  also  called  for  a  stronger 
presence  of  United  Methodism  in 
Washington  to  make  its  voice  heard  as 
legislation  is  being  shaped. 

Even  though  most  institutions  have 


extensive  legal  documents  to 
secure  themselves  against  liability,  Mr. 
Moots  said  courts  are  more  interested  in 
how  the  institutions  implement  policies. 

To  clarify  structural  relationships,  he 
said  four  areas  need  attention: 
governing  documents  between  the 
college  and  the  church,  charter  and  by¬ 
laws  that  show  how  the  institution's 
board  is  nominated  and  elected, 
explanation  of  the  roles  of  principal 
officers  and  administrators,  and  data 
showing  how  the  budget  and  assets  are 
raised  and  managed. 

Liability  looms 

Being  a  trustee  once  held  prestige  and 
status,  but  the  participants 
acknowledged  that  today  one  who  serves 
in  such  a  capacity  may  be  appearing  in 
court  because  a  student  was  raped  on 
campus  or  because  the  college  treasurer 
improperly  used  school  funds. 

Mr.  Moots  predicted  that  in  the  future 
institutions  will  be  even  more  liable,  and 
that  individual  trustees  —  even 
ceremonial  or  honorary  members  — 
cannot  escape  liability.  He  warned  that 
many  states  have  conflict  of  interest 
laws  which  must  be  heeded  by  individual 
trustees. 

Declaring  it  unrealistic  for  the  church 
to  expect  bishops  to  sit  on  several  boards 
of  trust,  Mr.  Moots  said  the  episcopal 
leaders  may  need  their  own  counsel, 
liability  insurance  and  indemnification. 
Even  then,  he  said  individual  liability 
may  still  not  be  avoided. 

The  group  had  a  lengthy,  and  often 
heated,  discussion  about  the 
appropriateness  and  legality  of  requiring 
faculty  and  staff  to  be  United  Methodist 
or  to  have  an  “ethical  and  moral 
commitment”  before  hiring. 

Legally,  Mr.  Moots  said,  schools  may 
discriminate  in  favor  of  such  persons, 
since  the  civil  rights  law  exempts 
employment  of  staff  to  carry  on  the 
school’s  mission  and  schools  owned  or 
operated  by  religious  groups.  However, 
he  suggested  such  discrimination 
probably  cannot  be  applied  to  employees 
such  as  finance  officers  and  grounds¬ 
keepers  whose  work  is  not  integral  to  the 
mission  of  a  church-related  college. 


Tips  to  ‘get  God’s  grip 
on  your  finances’  shared 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  Money.  Loving  it  is  a 
sin,  according  to  the  Bible.  And  the  poor 
way  a  lot  of  people  —  and  some 
businesses  —  handle  it  is  sinful,  in  the 
view  of  several  financial  experts  who 
note  that  the  church  often  is  the  first  to 
suffer  for  such  “sinfulness.” 

The  problem  for  individuals,  they 
agree,  is  two-fold  —  failure  to  have  a 
budget  and  the  treachery  of  credit  cards. 

In  these  days  of  rising  inflation,  the 
problem  has  become  vexing  enough  that 
a  one-day  seminar  on  “getting  God’s  grip 
on  your  finances"  was  held  here  by  the 
National  Institute  of  Christian  Financial 
Planning,  headed  by  James  R. 
Underwood  of  Melbourne,  Fla. 

"Most  people  don’t  really  have  a 
budget  and  don’t  appreciate  what  credit 
cards  can  do  to  them  when  they  get  over 
committed,”  observed  A1  Benning, 
president  of  Executive  Management, 
International,  in  Hialeah. 

"That’s  where  most  people  fail,"  said 
Tully  Dunlap,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
the  Florida  National  Bank  at  Coral 
Gables.  “They  make  the  mistake  of 
obligating  themselves  for  goods  and 
services  they  can’t  afford  because  they 
haven’t  planned  for  them.” 

"Deficit-spending  is  not  God's  way  of 
making  do  with  your  pay,’’  said  George 
Fooshee,  president  of  Credit  Adjustment 
Co.,  in  Wichita,  Kans.,  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Decision  magazine. 

All  of  these  financial  experts  are 
committed  Christians  active  in  their 
churches.  And  they  are  in  substantial 
agreement  on  both  the  causes  and  the 
cures  of  financial  problems. 

The  first  step  in  either  avoiding  or 
overcoming  financial  problems  is  to 
prepare  a  financial  statement,  Mr. 
Dunlap  said.  "It  doesn’t  have  to  be 
elaborate.  Basically  all  you  do  is  list 
what  you  own  and  what  you  owe.  The 
difference  is  your  net  worth.” 

“It’s  a  tool  to  measure  your  progress 
or  lack  of  it  and  to  help  you  find  out  if  it  is 
because  of  your  management  or  because 


of  such  factors  as  whether  stocks  went  up 
or  down,  ”  he  explained. 

The  second  step  is  to  prepare  a 
realistic  budget.  “People  tend  to  forget 
about  things  like  insurance  premiums  or 
real  estate  taxes  that  may  come  up  just 
once  a  year  and  they  don’t  plan  for 
them,"  according  to  Dunlap.  “They  also 
forget  things  like  dry  cleaning.” 

But  the  three  things  most  often 
forgotten  in  preparing  a  budget,  or 
overlooked  by  those  without  a  budget, 
Mr.  Dunlap  believes,  are  “savings,  an 
emergency  fund  and  payment  to  the 
Lord.  You  need  to  pay  yourself  and  the 
Lord  just  like  you  do  your  other  bills.” 

While  preparing  such  a  budget,  Mr. 
Fooshe  contended,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  "the  most  important 
principle  of  money  management  is  that 
God  is  our  source.”  He  quoted 
Philippians  4:19:  "My  God  will  supply 
every  need  of  yours  according  to  his 
riches  in  glory  in  Christ  Jesus.  ” 

Mr.  Benning  agreed  that  “being  right 
with  God  is  the  first  requirement  in 
managing  your  money.”  The  second  one 
is  that  “you  need  to  give.  ‘As  you  give,  so 
shall  you  receive.’  When  people  try  to 
hoard  their  money,  it  dissipates.” 

All  the  experts  held  the  view  and 
quoted  many  Scriptures  —  such  as 
Proverbs  28:27:  "He  who  gives  to  the 
poor  will  not  want,  but  he  who  hides  his 
eyes  will  get  many  a  curse"  —  to  support 
it. 

The  next  principle  to  be  observed  is 
that  of  saving.  “Setting  something  aside 
for  a  rainy  day  or  an  emergency  is 
essential,”  Mr.  Harrison  said.  And 
Fooshe  reminds  that  Proverbs  21:20 
admonishes  that  “the  wise  man  saves  for 
the  future,  but  the  foolish  man  spends 
whatever  he  gets.’ 

The  biggest  blessing  of  proper  money 
management  is  peace  of  mind.  “The 
results  of  debt  are  bondage  and  loss  of 
peace,"  said  Mr.  Fooshee.  “That’s  far 
from  the  abundant  life  Jesus  promised.” 


Famed  psychiatrist  Karl  Menninger 
wrote  in  1973  that  he  agreed  with 
historian  Arnold  Toynbee  that  "human 
egocentricity"  is  the  fundamental 
problem  in  the  world.  Referring  to  it  as 
egocentrism,  "selfishness,  narcissism 
pride,”  Dr.  Menninger  concluded  that  in 
modern  times,  the  phenomenon 
represents  a  condition  of '  “sin.  ’’ 

Psychological  theories  and  psychiatric 
techniques  are  not  always  at  variance 
with  religious  counselling.  “Inner 
healing,"  a  therapeutic  technique 
popularized  by  Ruth  Carter  Stapleton,  is 
one  example  of  a  procedure  that 
combines  the  insights  of  psychology  and 
religion.  Mrs.  Stapleton  says  that  most 
mental  ills  are  caused  by  painfully 
repressed  memories.  Her  therapy  seeks 
to  replace  negative  memories  with 
positive  renovations  of  them. 
Psychotherapy  debated 

Commenting  on  the  use  of  tools  or 
techniques  which  are  not  specifically 
Christian  in  her  healing  ministry,  Mrs. 
Stapleton  has  said  she  has  "no  hesitation 
and  no  qualms"  about  anything  which 


It  pays  to  advertise 


HONESDALE,  Pa.  —  The  license 
plate  on  Rev.  William  D.  Lewis’  jeep 
announces  his  profession.  The' 
Pennsylvania  plate  reads  "PIOUS  — 

WYOMING  CONFERENCE  UMR  PHOTO 
- - - - - - — 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 

Why  don 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  just  returned  to  the  United 
States  after  four  years  in  the  Peace 
Corps.  My  problem  is  that  I  feel  ashamed 
of  how  we  Americans  stuff  ourselves  at 
meals  and  go  around  having  a  good  time 
as  the  most  important  thing  in  our  lives. 
More  than  this  though,  I  am  hurt  that 
even  in  our  church  services  there  is  little 
or  no  mention  of  the  hunger  problems  of 
the  world  —  in  the  one  place  where  I 
expected  people  to  care.  I  do  not  want  to 
become  a  bitter  person  and  I  don't  want 
people  to  begin  to  avoid  me  because  I  am 
so  concerned  and  talk  about  the  world 
situation  but  I  don't  know  how  to  handle 
my  strong  feelings.  Do  you  have  some 
advice  for  me ? 

Cordially, 

M.E. 

DearM.  E.: 

Your  deep  concern  is  most  admirable 
and  the  question  is  how  to  pass  it  around 


will  “  “help  set  another  person  free.  ” 

Dr.  David  M.  Moss,  an  Episcopal 
priest  and  psychologist  serving  the 
Chicago  Center  for  Religion  and 
Psychotherapy,  points  out  that 
"psychotherapy  literally  means  “cure  of 
souls.'  It  is  an  emphatic  art  buttressed  by 
the  insights  of  the  behavioral  sciences. 
Pastors  have  been  practicing  it  for 
centuries." 

Some  ministers  have  expressed  the 
fear  that  psychological  techniques,  while 
not  necessarily  harmful  in  themselves, 
may  lead  to  the  temptation  to  over¬ 
emphasize  them  to  the  detriment  of 
spiritual  factors  in  pastoral  counselling. 

The  Rev.  Vernon  Bittner,  an  American 
Lutheran  minister  who  is  chaplain  of 
North  Memorial  Hospital  in  Minneapolis, 
says  that  although  psychological  skills 
are  being  developed  adequately  by  the 
clergy,  “we  forget  that  at  times  it  is 
appropriate  to  use  prayer,  Scripture,  and 
meditation.” 

According  to  Mr.  Bittner,  "people  do 
not  want  clergy  to  be  psychologists,  but 
pastors."  He  has  suggested  that  Clinical 
Pastoral  Education  (CPE)  "has  not  done 
its  job  of  integrating  psychology  and 
theology.” 

Dr.  C.  Margaret  Hall  of  Georgetown 
University  has  expressed  a  contrasting 
view.  She  says,  “psychotherapy  may 
perhaps  be  increasingly  more  able  to 
meet  some  of  the  specific  personal  needs 
of  middle-class  urban  Americans  in  a 
technological  age  than  religion.” 

Views  like  this  appear  to  be  in  a 
minority,  however,  with  more  observers 
fearing  that  psychology  is  secularizing 
pastoral  counselling. 

Value  is  recognized 

While  “selfism”  and  related  therapies 
are  posing  problems  for  pastoral 
counselling,  religion  and  psychology  are 
not  at  odds  today  as  they  appeared  to  be 
at  the  turn  of  the  century  when  Freud 
was  denounced  as  a  "destroyer  of  the 
faith”  by  the  same  people  who  were 
warning  against  the  dangers  of  Darwin’s 
theories  of  evolution. 

Not  only  are  seminarians  taking 
courses  in  psychology  to  help  them  gain  a 
better  understanding  of  human  behavior, 
but  there  is  a  professional  organization 
called  Psychologists  Interested  in 
Religious  Issues  which  takes  an  inter¬ 
disciplinary  approach  to  both  subjects. 

Specific  techniques  of  counselling  and 
the  "selfism”  movement  in  psychology 
may  pose  problems,  but  there  is  little 
doubt  that  psychological  insights  —  if 
properly  balanced  with  spiritual 
teachings  from  the  Scriptures  —  can 
have  value  for  ministers  seeking  to  help 
their  parishioners  face  the  pressures  of 
modem  life. 

- - - - - — - - 


t  we  care? 

to  others  without  becoming  overbearing 
about  it,  but  winsome.  Could  you  perhaps 
talk  to  your  pastor  about  the  possibility 
of  forming  a  work  group  in  your  church 
on  hunger  and  related  world  problems? 
You  may  have  insights  that  no  one  else 
has  on  problems  in  a  particular  place 
that  might  be  met.  It  always  seems  that 
the  problems  are  overwhelming  when  we 
talk  in  generalities.  Help  some  persons 
tackle  a  part  of  the  problem  that  can  be 
partially  solved  perhaps  through  sending 
animals,  such  as  Heifer  Project 
International,  or  accepting  an 
assignment  through  C.R.O.P.  Don’t  give 
up  on  your  fellow  American  Christians 
for,  appearances  to  the  contrary,  we  are 
a  rich  reservoir  of  compassion. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Dear 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Write:  “Dear  Deborah"  P.O.  Box 
1076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75221. 


Virginia  UM churches  tackle 
community  housing  problems 


LINCOLN,  Va.  —  Few  church  groups 
have  the  inclination,  much  less  the 
resources,  to  tackle  a  community’s 
housing  problems,  but  when  the  128-unit 
Strawbridge  Square  apartment  complex 
opens  in  this  Washington,  D.C.,  suburb 
next  spring,  it  will  be  a  tribute  to  the 
determination  and  resourcefulness  of  a 
church  group. 

The  Wesley  Housing  Development 
Corporation,  sponsored  by  99  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  the  church’s 
Alexandria  and  Arlington  districts,  is 
part  of  a  general  partnership  developing 
Strawbridge  Square.  The  86  townhouse 
and  42  garden  apartments  will  provide 
some  relief  for  the  housing  shortage  in 
northern  Virginia  for  low  and  moderate 
income  families. 

Strawbridge  Square  is  named  for 
Robert  Strawbridge,  one  erf  the  first 
Methodist  members  in  America  who 
began  preaching  in  several  sections  of 
Fairfax  County. 

The  square  will  be  valued  at  about  $3.6 
million,  yet  the  churches  will  have  only 
about  $2,000  cash  actually  placed  in  the 
project.  Mrs.  Lou  Ann  Frederick, 
president  of  the  Wesley  Housing 
Development  Corporation,  said  the  bulk 
of  the  cash  has  been  provided  by  the 
general  partner,  the  National 
Corporation  of  Housing  Partnerships, 
which  is  chartered  by  Congress  but 
funded  by  private  business. 

The  apartments  will  provide  federally 
subsidized  housing.  Resident  families 


will  pay  no  more  than  25  percent  of  their 
monthly  income  for  rent.  The  difference 
between  their  payment  and  the  fair 
market  price  will  be  made  up  by  a  rent 
assistance  subsidy  obtained  through  the 
U.S.  Dept,  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development. 

How  did  it  happen? 

Why  did  the  churches  get  involved  in 
such  a  project? 

A  church  study  in  1974  pointed  out  that 
12,400  families  in  the  area  live  in 
overcrowded  conditions,  that  the  aver¬ 
age  sale  price  of  new  homes  had  grown  to 
$70,000,  and  10,500  families  in  one  county 
alone  had  incomes  lower  than  the 
amount  the  U.S.  Dept,  of  Labor 
estimate0  as  necessary  for  “austere" 
living. 

Mrs.  Frederick,  a  member  of  St. 
John's  UMC,  had  been  involved  in  urban 
policy  development  at  HUD  during  the 
Ford  Administration.  She  said,  "We 
were  committed  to  doing  something  in  a 
social  setting  that  would  reflect  our 
Christian  faith,  and  this  will  help 
humanize  life  for  128  families.” 

Mrs.  Virginia  Peters  was  a  leader  in 
the  formation  of  the  corporation  and  is 
now  its  executive  director.  She  said  the 
church  involvement  with  the  project  will 
not  stop  when  construction  is  complete. 
The  church  organization  will  play  a 
major  role  in  management  of  the  facility. 
Mrs.  Peters  said,  “We  must  go  beyond 
supplying  brick  and  mortar." 
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September  is  Retired  Ministers’  Home  Month 
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Ministers’  Homes 
Board  of  Directors 

Reverend  James  L.  Adams,  Chairman 

P.  0.  Box  127,  Jena,  Louisiana  71342 

Earl  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary 

P.  O.  Box  806,  Amite,  Louisiana  70422 

Mike  John.  Jr.,  Treasurer 

P  O.  Box  1152,  Monroe.  Louisiana  71201 

Reverend  Raymond  Crofoot,  Supt.  of  Properties 

P.  O.  Box  635,  Jonesville,  Louisiana  71343 

Mrs  George  W.  Carter,  Jr 

4703  Annette  Street,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70112 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Crochram 

Route  3,  Box  3C,  Rayville,  Louisiana  71269 
Lewis  Love 

600  Oak  Park  Circle,  Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 

Reverend  Roger  Dale  Lathan 

Box  1866,  Alexandria,  Louisiana  71301 

Reverend  Larry  Robertson 

2004  Bell  Grove,  Bossier  City,  Louisiana  71111 

Carroll  Hoffpauir 

801  Elmeer  Place,  Metairie,  Louisiana  70005 

Mrs.  Alonzo  Campbell 

200  Lowery,  Monroe,  Louisiana  71203 

Reverend  Bob  Peyton,  Cabinet  Representative 

319  Glendale.  Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 

Reverend  Stone  Caraway 

1626  Milton,  Monroe.  Louisiana  71201 

Reverend  L.  Dean  Thompson 

406  Maridale,  West  Monroe.  Louisiana  71291 

Honorary  Members 

Reverend  James  B.  Grambling 

2150  Midway  B-5,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71108 

Miss  Elizabeth  Langford 

1607  North  Fifth  Street,  Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 


In  the  Louisiana  Conference 
1953  ~  1978 
25  Years 


James  Grambling 

At  the  1978  Annual  Conference  a  plaque 
of  appreciation  was  presented  to  Rev. 
James  B.  Grambling,  the  first  chairman 
of  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  Brother 
Grambling  retired  in  1960  and  occupied  a 
Retirement  Home  in  Shreveport  until  he 
moved  into  the  Midway  Manor  Nursing 
Home  in  Shreveport  where  he  now 
resides. 

lb 


Present  Occupants  of 
Retired  Ministers’  Homes 


By  Districts 


(June,  1978) 


Alexandria 

Alexandria . 

Natchitoches . 

Pineville . 

Baton  Rouge  — 
Hammond 

Amite . 

Baton  Rouge . 

Baton  Rouge . 

Ponchatoula . 

Baton  Route  —  Lafayette 

Lafayette . 

Franklin . 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry. 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  D.  R.  Deen . . 
Mrs.  George  W.  Dameron 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  Will  Finnin _ 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Luman  Douglas  . 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson  . . . 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Fred  St.  Amant. 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Bentley . 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley  . . . 


Lake  Charles 

We  own  lots  yet  to  be  developed  in  Lake  Charles  &  Jennings. 


Monroe 

Rayville . 

Rayville . 

West  Monroe . 

New  Orleans  —  Houma 

Aurora  Gardens . 

New  Orleans  —  Slidell 

Slidell . 

Ruston 

Minden  . 

Minden,  Lakeview  .... 
Ruston 

Duplex  . 

Home . 

Home . 

Home . 

Apartments 

I -II -III . 

IV  . 

V  . 

VI  . 


Mrs.  A.  A.  McKnight . 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jack  Midyett . 

Mrs.  Ira  Love . 

Mrs.  A1  Smith . 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor . 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Durbin . 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  James  Hodges  ....... 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Lankford . 

Mrs.  Annie  Strozier . 

Mrs.  John  Gieck . 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Spinks . 

Mrs.  Adona  Cain  &  Mrs.  Lucy  Pfost 

Mrs.  Alvin  Mayo  &  Family . 

Reserve  for  Emergencies 
Available 

Mrs.  Wilson  Watson . 


Shreveport 

Shreveport .  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Robinson . 

Shreveport .  Rev .  &  Mrs .  Porter  M .  Cara  way 

Shreveport .  Mrs.  Virgie  B.  McKay . 

Shreveport .  Mrs.  Henry  Rickey . 


No.  Years 
in  Home 

1 

4 

18 

1 

7 

4 

1 

10 

4 


9 

4 

9 


2 

10 

1 

5 

22 

14 

12 

3 

5 


2 

16 

11 

4 


Occupants  pay  a  Maintenance  Fee  of  3  4C  per  sq.  ft.,  but  not  to  exceed  25%  of 
occupant’s  income 


We  gained  four  new  homes  this  year  thanks  to 
your  support.  However,  we  had  to  borrow  $15,000 
to  pay  our  part  of  the  Minden,  Lakeview  Home. 
We  have  now  a  request  for  a  home  in  1979  and 
four  requests  for  1980.  Let’s  make  our  25th 
anniversary  the  greatest  year  ever! 
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See  the  Progress 

While  celebrating  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Home  Program’s  25th  anniversary  this 
year,  the  Board  is  anxious  for  friends  and 
past  contributors  to  see  the  progress  made 
since  1953. 

It  is  hoped  that  many  new  contributors 
will  participate  in  this  25th  anniversary.  To 
help  explain  the  program,  brochures  have 
been  sent  to  every  minister  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  be  distributed  to  their 
congregations. 

“I  would  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
all  those  whose  labors  and  gifts  have  made 
this  great  ministry  a  reality,”  said  Bishop 
Kenneth  Shamblin. 

The  Board  would  also  like  to  thank  those 
who  have  made  contributions  to  the 
program  and  James  L.  Adams,  who  served 
as  chairman  for  the  past  10  years. 

Thanks  also  go  to  Retired  Ministers’ 
Home  officers  Mike  John  Jr.,  treasurer, 
and  Elizabeth  Langford,  publicity 
chairman,  for  preparing  this  page. 


All  local  church  money  is  to  be 
mailed  to  the  Conference  Treasurer, 
P.O.  Box  4303,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 
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Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  0.  Evans  stroll  in  front  of 
Westlands  Methodist  Church,  England. 

Springhill  Minister 
Tries  Britain  Pulpit 

It  was  as  close  as  Rev.  James  0.  Evans,  minister  of  Springhill  UMC, 
could  get  to  walking  in  an  Englishman’s  shoes.  For  five  weeks,  July  9 
through  Aug.  16,  he  exchanged  places  with  Rev.  John  A.  Lloyd-Williams 
of  Newcastle-Under-Lyme,  England. 

The  two  ministers  exchanged  parsonages  and  autos  as  well  as 
ministerial  responsibilities. 

This  summer  the  World  Methodist  Council  arranged  45  such  exchanges 
between  American  pastors  and  ministers  in  England,  Wales,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  Germany  and  Sweden. 

The  exchange  trip  took  Rev.  Evans  and  his  wife,  Dorothy,  to  the 
Midlands  Area  of  Britain,  where  pottery  is  made,  steel  products  are 
produced  and  Rolls  Royce's  are  assembled. 

The  area  is  a  stronghold  of  Methodism  in  Britain,  said  Rev.  Evans. 
"This  was  the  area  where  Methodism  was  most  effective  in  its  genesis.  It 
was  also  the  area  where  the  first  split  of  Methodism  occurred  in  1811. 
Primitive  Methodism  was  established  here  primarily  among  the  miners 
and  factory  workers.  This  group  later  merged  with  two  other  Methodist 
bodies,  the  Wesleyan  and  United  Methodists  in  the  present  Methodist 
Denomination." 

While  in  Britain,  Rev.  Evans  preached  in  six  churches.  He  said  one  of 
the  things  that  most  impressed  him  about  the  churches  was  the  dedicated 
nucleus  of  preachers  and  stewards  that  conduct  more  than  half  the 
worship  services. 

While  in  Britain,  Rev.  Lloyd-Williams  was  serving  in  Springhill  UMC 
with  his  wife  Dorothy  and  their  two  daughters,  Allison  and  Kathrine. 

Ministers  interested  in  participating  in  the  program  next  summer 
should  contact  the  Ministerial  Exchange  Program,  Box  518,  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.  28745. 


Learning  About  Dreams 


"Meditative  Prayer,"  “Dream  Inter¬ 
pretation,"  and  a  "New  Call  for  Peace¬ 
making"  are  the  titles  of  workshops  to  be 
held  at  Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers,  Nashville,  TN.,  this  month  by 
the  Center  of  Continuing  Education. 

Rev.  Robert  Keck,  an  ordained 
Methodist  clergyman  who  is  involved  in 
Christian  research  and  who  authored 
"Spirit  of  Synergy,"  will  lead  the  work¬ 
shop  on  meditative  prayer,  a  meditative 
consciousness  to  put  an  individual  in 
closer  touch  with  God  and  the  rest  of 
humanity.  The  workshop  will  be  held 


at  the  school  September  14  through  16. 

On  the  same  dates  Diane  Keek  will 
lead  a  workshop  on  dream  interpretation 
at  the  school.  She  will  be  explaining  how 
dreams  can  be  a  major  source  of  divine 
guidance. 

On  Sept.  26  through  29  Richard  J. 
Barnet  and  Richard  D.  Tholin  will  be 
leading  a  workshop,  "A  New  Call  for 
Peacemaking,"  also  to  be  at  the  school. 

For  more  information  write  Center  of 
Continuing  Education,  Scarritt  College, 
P.  0.  Box  12334,  Nashville,  TN.  37212. 
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OK  Game,  Films  Can  Be  Checked  Out 


By  GINNY  RICHARDSON 
Resource  Librarian 
The  OK  Game  and  a  filmstrip  “Being 
Glad  You’re  You”  are  only  two  of  the 
exciting  new  items  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Resource  Library  has 
waiting  on  the  shelves  for  you  to  use. 

The  new  materials  can  be  checked  out 
by  contacting  Ginny  Richardson,  Confer¬ 
ence  Resource  Librarian,  at  Council  on 
Ministries,  P.  0.  Box  4325,  Shreveport, 
71104,  (318)868-5362. 

The  materials  include: 

The  TM/UMR  Story 
Interested  in  knowing  more  about  your 
Methodist  paper?  This  filmstrip 
introduces  the  staff  who  work  on  the 
United  Methodist  newspapers.  Very 
educational  for  churches  interested  in 
doing  bulletins,  church  newsletters,  or 
even  their  own  paper. 

Being  Glad  You’re  You 
The  purpose  of  this  filmstrip  is  to  help 
boys  and  girls  grow  in  their 
understanding  —  on  their  level  and  in 
their  terms  that,  seen  from  a  Christian 
perspective  that  God  has  a  plan  and 
purpose  for  the  world  he  has  created  and 
for  the  people  creatures  in  it. 

You  Have  To  Want 
Something 

A  filmstrip  on  discovering  our 
resources  and  setting  goals.  You  have  to 
want  something  or  you’ll  have  nothing  to 
live  for.  Young  people  need  goals  they’ve 
determined  for  themselves. 

Walter  Fish  — 


A  Modern  Parable 

Anyone  who  has  experienced  helpless¬ 
ness  or  has  been  a  victim  of  apathy  will 
empathize  with  Walter  Fish,  alone 
against  the  uncaring,  self-centered  of  the 

Rev.  Branton  Writes.. 


world.  All  age  groups. 

The  OK  Game 

This  game  is  designed  to  learn  about 
three  different  ego  states  that  live  in  all 
of  us:  Parent-Adult-Child.  There  are  no 


right  or  wrong  answers.  And  everyone  is 
a  winner.  The  game  can  be  shared  with 
friends,  family,  counseling  groups, 
classroom  or  at  any  social  gathering. 
From  2-6  players,  ages  10  —  100  can  play! 


Why  Do  Churches  Grow? 


A  new  study  by  Jackson  W.  Carroll  of  the  Hartford 
Seminary  Foundation  offers  conclusions  about  church 
growth  which  should  provide  encouragement  to  United 
Methodist  Churches.  Churches  grow,  he  says,  due  to 
clearly  identifiable  factors,  and  most  of  these  can  be 
affected  through  the  way  a  local  church  carries  out  its 
ministry. 

Four  conclusions  from  Carroll’s  report  (described  in 
the  April,  1978  issue  of  "Theology  Today”)  seem 
especially  important: 

1.  Growing  churches  have  studied  the  community 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  church  building  to 
discover  the  types  of  persons  within  this  area.  These 
churches  then  design  a  program  to  minister  to  the  needs 
of  one  of  the  major  groups  of  persons  living  in  their 
immediate  community. 

Many  churches  decline  because  they  keep  dreaming  the 
day  will  return  when  their  neighborhood  and  their  church 
will  be  filled  with  young  adults  and  their  children.  Often, 
these  churches  may  not  realize  God  has  given  them  a 
different  neighborhood  and  a  new  opportunity  for 
ministry.  To  study  the  neighborhood  is  to  begin  to 
recognize  the  shape  of  that  opportunity. 

2.  Growing  churches  have  effective  pastoral 
leadership.  Members  report  satisfaction  with  preaching, 
worship  leadership,  sensitivity  to  peoples’  needs,  capacity 
to  generate  enthusiasm,  ability  to  deal  with  conflict  and 
spiritual  authenticity  and  maturity. 

3.  Growing  churches  have  an  active  program  of 


outreach  into  the  community  including  social  as  well  as 
individual  concerns.  Growing  churches,  however,  were 
perceived  as  better  able  to  resolve  conflicts  social 
programs  sometimes  generated.  This  finding  is  important 
for  United  Methodism,  with  our  emphasis  on  both  the 
personal  and  the  social  gospel. 

4.  Finally,  there  is  little  evidence  that  growing  local 
churches  are  more  theologically  conservative  than 
declining  ones.  More  important  than  the  theological 
stance  of  the  church  are  the  strength,  clarity,  warmth  and 
enthusiasm  of  the  church  leadership  and  program.  This 
conclusion  also  should  give  United  Methodists  increased 
confidence,  since  our  church  embraces  theological 
pluralism  and  is  usually  somewhat  less  theologically 
conservative  than  the  churches  of  many  other 
denominations. 

Carroll,  in  conclusion,  puts  church  growth  in 
perspective:  "The  issue  of  church  growth  is  not  the  most 
important  aspect  of  church  life.  The  fundamental  calling 
is  to  be  faithful  in  the  time  and  place  in  which  we  find 
ourselves.” 

Growth,  as  an  end  in  itself,  is  a  perversion  of  the  gospel; 
but  equally  perverted  is  failure  to  seek  those  around  us 
who  have  not  heard  the  gospel  or  who  have  lapsed  from 
the  faith.  Faithfulness  requires  we  sow  the  seed.  God 
gives  the  growth  and  makes  possible  the  harvest. 

(Rev.  Branton  is  editor  of  the  "Louisiana  United 
Methodist ”  paper  and  director  of  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries .) 


Special  Celebration 


On  September  10,  Sunday,  from  8:30  to  11 
a.m.  the  St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Metairie  will  be  celebrating  the  debt 
retirement  of  the  building.  A  reception  will  be 
held  between  services.  St.  Matthew’s  original 
building  was  consecrated  in  1958.  Under  the 
leadership  of  the  Revs.  Ebb  Munden,  Luther 
Booth,  James  Stovall,  William  Mayo  and  Bob 
Lawton  (current  minister)  it  has  developed  to 
the  present  membership  of  1,424. 


- Around  The  Conference 

JOB ’  Workshop  Set  For  Ft. 


Worth,  Texas 


‘MY 


Sept.  20  and  21  are  the  dates  set  for 
the  "MY  JOB”  workshop  to  be  in  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas,  for  District  Council  on 
Ministries’  personnel  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

Register  by  contacting  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Office,  Shreveport,  P.O.  Box  4325,  by 
Sept.  15.  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  director  of 
the  office,  can  furnish  more 
information. 

At  the  workshop  participants  will  be 
exposed  to  new  and  current  resources 
that  are  available  from  the  various 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  church  and 
will  be  able  to  participate  in  ideas  for 
planning  programs  and  designing 
formats  for  annual  conference  MY  JOB 
events.  They  will  also  be  acquainted 
with  linkage  persons  to  General  Boards 
and  other  agencies. 

Aboard  Time 
Machine 

SHREVEPORT  —  "Come  aboard  our 
time  machine"  was  the  slogan  heard  at 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  at  Vacation  Church 
School  this  year. 

For  three  evenings  elementary-age 
children,  youth,  and  adults 
"journeyed"  to  Palestine  to  discover 
more  about  Bible  lands  and  times. 

This  intergenerational  class  chose 
learning  centers  featuring  Jewish  food, 
worship  items,  musical  instruments,  a 
storyteller  in  a  ten  I,  making  a  salt  map, 
diorama,  or  clay  tablet,  and  many 
others.  A  special  guest  taught  Jewish 
folk  dances. 

There  was  a  separate  class  for  pre¬ 
schoolers  which  featured  fathers  as 
part  of  the  teaching  team.  Another 
class  was  offered  for  adults  only 
entitled  "Our  Methodist  Roots"  and 
will  be  repeated  again  in  January  due 
to  popular  demand. 

After  the  supper  meal,  the  evenings 
of  study  were  climaxed  by  a  synagogue 
style  service  of  worship.  "Response 
was  tremendous  to  this  experimental 
VCS,  members  of  St.  Luke’s  report. 


Hello  Centenary 

SLIDELL  —  The  first  annual 
Centenary  College  Scholarship  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  was  awarded 
to  Linda  Lebo,  a  graduate  of  Slidell 
High  School  and  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Lebo. 

The  scholarship  has  been  provided  to 
encourage  and  enable  youth  members 
of  First  United  to  attend  Centenary. 


- 


Linda  Lebo 


Girls  Winning 

SHREVEPORT  —  Members  of  the 
Round  Grove  United  Methodist  Girls’ 
Basketball  team,  from  Round  Grove 
and  St.  James  UM  churches  and  Lake 
Bethlehem  Baptist  Church,  were 
recently  honored  at  Round  Grove  UMC 
with  a  Youth  Day  program. 

The  team  captured  third  place  in  the 
Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministries 
Basketball  League  and  second  place  in 
a  tournament.  Rev.  James  Graham, 
director  of  the  Shreveport  Metropolitan 
Ministries,  said  the  following  teams 
participated  in  the  league:  Allendale 
YWCA  (league  and  tournament 
champions),  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Fairfield 
UMC,  Jewella  UMC  and  Eden  Gardens 
Junior  High  School. 


Fanny  Inspires 

EPPS  —  Rev.  Whitney  J .  Dough,  host 
and  producer  of  Methodist  Hour  Inter¬ 
national,  presented  the  Hymn-Drama 
of  Fanny  J.  Crosby  at  Epps  United 
Methodist  Church  Aug.  24.  "A  large, 
very  attentive  group  was  inspired  by 
the  pictures,  narrative  and  hymns  of 
Fanny  Crosby,”  said  the  church’s 
pastor,  Rev.  Burl  Dampier. 

What’s  The  Church? 

LAFAYETTE  -  Asbury  UMC  youth 
participated  in  a  summer  'Youth 
Activities  Week’  which  included  a  meal 
each  evening  followed  by  small  sharing 
groups  discussing  ‘What  is  the 
Church?’  The  week’s  activities  also 
included  a  movie,  an  ‘instant  carnival’ 
and  folk  dancing. 

Each  evening  was  climaxed  with 
worship  services  set  in  various  periods 
of  Christian  history.  Rev.  Louis 
Blankenbaker  helped  the  youth  with  the 
worship  services. 

Stewards  Honored 

LAFAYETTE  —  Eleven  people  at 
Mallallieu  UMC  were  recently 
recognized  during  a  special  service  for 
good  stewardship  in  the  church.  Those 
honored  inlcude:  Francis  Green,  Mrs. 
Helen  Green,  Mrs.  M.  Theresa  King, 
Mrs.  Geneva  Constantine,  Mrs.  Jessie 
Harmon,  Leander  Gray,  Mrs.  Floretta 
Arceneaux,  Clark  Joseph,  Ambroise 
Constantine,  Howard  Lanier  and  Mrs. 
Hazel  McZeal. 

Crusaders  Meet 

LAFAYETTE  —  In  August  the  Young 
Crusaders  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  held  a  retreat  at  Ira  Landry’s 
Camp  at  False  River.  About  34  college- 
age  youth  attended  the  weekend  retreat 
of  fishing,  devotions,  singing  and 
recreation. 

At  the  retreat  Larry  Banks  was 
named  president  of  the  Young 
Crusaders  while  Dawn  Mayeaux  was 


elected  vice  president.  Other  officers 
were  also  named. 

The  goal  of  this  group  is  to  spread 
God’s  Love.  Recently  it  presented  "The 
Verdict"  by  Peter  Nichols  at  an 
evening  worship  service. 

40  Kids  Come 

GUEYDAN  —  Approximately  40  chil¬ 
dren  ranging  from  three  years  of  age 
through  6th  grade  attended  the 
Vacation  Bible  School  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  this  summer.  Mrs. 
Linda  Hair  was  director  of  the  school. 

Women  Take  Over 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  While  the  Rev.  T. 
R.  Bergeron  Sr.  was  on  vacation  this 
summer  the  women  at  Elysian  Fields 
UMC  took  over  the  morning  service. 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Menge  delivered  the 
morning  message,  “Women  and  the 
Ongoing  Journey,”  while  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Brown  presented  the  "children’s 
sermon."  Other  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  group  read  the 
scriptures,  acted  as  ushers  and  led 
other  parts  of  the  service. 

J.O.Y.  Is  Two 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Members  of  the 
J.O.Y.  (Just  Over  Youth)  Club  at  the 
Algiers  United  Methodist  Church 
recently  celebrated  the  group’s  second 
anniversary.  Mrs.  J.  Babylon  was 
named  president  of  the  group  at  the 
celebration  luncheon. 


Welcom  ing  Fishers 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Brooks  UMC 
recently  welcomed  its  new  pastor,  Rev. 
Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  his  wife,  and  their 
two  daughters  with  an  installation 
service  and  reception. 

Other  activities  at  the  church  in  July 
included  a  Gospel  Choir  Anniversary 
Program  and  a  United  Methodist  Men’s 
Day. 


“A  New  Song”  ' 

ARCADIA  —  Children  at  First  UMC 
recently  presented  the  new  musical 
"Sing  a  New  Song’’  with  Mrs.  Louis 
Coppage  directing  and  Mrs.  Jerry 
Callender  playing  the  piano.  The 
musical  is  designed  to  motivate  the 
audience  to  want  to  sing  also.  The 
children  shared  that  Jesus,  their  Best 
Friend,  God’s  Savior,  can  bring  a  "new 
song”  into  the  life  of  every  individual 
who  receives  Him  personally  into  his  or 
her  life. 


Kids  Help  Kids 

GOLD  MEADOW  —  About  105 
children  in  grades  kindergarten 
through  6th  recently  attended  the 
Golden  Meadow  UMC  Vacation  Church 
School.  An  offering  of  $222  was  given  by 
the  children,  and  is  being  sent  to  the 
Children's  Home  at  Ruston  One  of  the 
school’s  workers  explained  the  idea 
behind  this  was  "children  helping 
children." 


Thanks  Teachers 

LEESVILLE  —  First  United  Methodist  Church  recently  hosted  its  first 
annual  Teacher  Appreciation  Banquet,  which  was  catered  by  the  Methodist 
Women  and  funded  by  the  Methodist  Men. 

Banners  Hanging 

ARCADIA  —  During  Vacation  Bible  School  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  children  and  youth  made  banners  which  will  permanently  hang  in  the 
fellowship  hall.  Each  banner  relates  to  one  of  the  themes  or  topics  that  the 
children  studied  during  the  week.  "Praising  the  Lord  With  Song"  was  the  theme 
of  the  school. 

"The  church  is  indebted  to  Mrs.  John  Campbell,  a  fine  artist,  who  designed 
the  banners,"  said  Rev.  Louis  Coppage,  pastor  of  the  church. 


Clay  Bond  (left)  and  Eric  Watson 
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Readers  tell  how  Bible  verse  has  been  significant 


Comforted  after 
baby’s  death 

By  PEGGY  HOLT 
Corvallis.  Montana 

"For  1  am  persuaded,  that  neither 
death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor 
principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height, 
nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall 
be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.” 

It  had  been  an  emotion-wrought  week. 
Our  second  child,  another  son,  had  been 
delivered  by  Caesarean  section,  and  as 
soon  as  I  had  come  out  of  the  anesthetic, 
the  doctor  came  in  to  tell  me  that  to  all 
outward  appearances,  the  baby  was  fine, 
but  he  had  quit  breathing  momentarily 
soon  after  birth.  The  diagnosis  was 
hyaline  membrane  disease,  and  he  was 
being  prepared  to  be  moved  to  a  larger 
town  with  new  neo-natal  facilities. 

However,  even  there,  they  could  do 
nothing  for  him,  and  he  was  finally  flown 
to  Salt  Lake  City  in  an  air  ambulance, 
while  his  family  waited  and  prayed  at 
home  in  Montana.  He  died  there  just  two 
hours  after  he  had  arrived,  and  only  two 
days  old. 

At  a  family  memorial  service,  our 
young  minister  wiped  his  eyes,  took  a 
deep  breath  and  read  to  us  these  words 
from  Romans  9:38-39.  What  joy  and 
comfort  they  gave  my  aching  body  and 
soul.  For  how  true  they  are,  there  is 
absolutely  nothing  that  can  separate  us 
from  God's  love,  and  knowing  that,  we 
can  have  true  victory  over  all 
unhappiness. 

The  words  of  Paul  shall  always  have 
special  meaning  to  me  and  still  bring 
tears  to  my  eyes  even  four  years  later. 


They  have  helped  me  bring  comfort  to 
our  congregation  at  the  tragic  death  of  a 
lovely  teenage  girl,  and  give  me 
overwhelming  joy  every  time  1  read 
them. 

Everything  has 
God’s  purpose 

By  ROBIN  JOHNSTON 
Elyria.  Ohio 

What  do  you  do  when  you  find  out  that 
one  of  your  friends  may  have  cancer? 

1  was  faced  with  this  question  not  long 
ago.  I  found  out  she  was  going  in  for 
tests,  but  the  doctor  felt  it  was  probably 
cancer. 

I  came  home  from  school  very  upset, 
and  1  found  myself  questioning  God.  She 
is  only  17,  and  she  has  her  whole  life 
ahead  of  her. 

Then  I  remembered  a  Bible  verse  that 
was  on  the  back  of  a  book  1  had  read.  It 
was  Ecclesiastes  3:1-2.  “To  every  thing 
there  is  a  purpose  under  heaven:  a  time 
to  be  born,  and  a  time  to  die;  a  time  to 
plant  and  a  time  to  pluck  up  that  which  is 
planted.” 

God  made  clear  to  me  that  there  was  a 
purpose  for  this  happening.  It  drew  not 
only  my  friend  closer  to  her  family,  but  it 
drew  me  closer  to  God.  I  realized  that 
mine  is  not  to  ask  why,  for  God  in  His 
great  wisdom  has  a  purpose  for 
everything. 

I  prayed  that  should  my  friend  have 
cancer  that  I  would  be  there  for  her.  I 
prayed  also  that  God  might  give  her 
another  ailment  instead  of  cancer. 

Today  my  friend  has  a  disease  that  can 
be  cured  with  medication.  I  thank  God 
for  hearing  and  answering  my  prayer. 
And  that  through  this  verse,  I  understand 
•  His  purpose  for  our  lives. 


Editorials 


Election  of  Pope  John  Paul  I 
offers  hope  and  possibilities 


The  worldwide  interest  among  non- 
Catholics  in  the  death  of  Pope  Paul  VI 
and  the  selection  of  his  successor  is 
reason  for  encouragement  for  those  who 
value  the  cause  of  Christian  unity.  The 
subsequent  election  of  Pope  John  Paul  I 
is  further  reason  for  hope. 

We  are  grateful  that  the  time  has 
passed  when  most  Protestants  viewed 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the 
papacy  as  symbols  of  evil  and/or 
.decadence.  Since  the  reforms  of  the 
Second  Vatican  Council,  it  has  become 
.increasingly  apparent  that  “Protestant” 
is  not  always  synonymous  with  right  and 
‘Catholic”  with  wrong.  There  is  much 
for  us  to  affirm  and  learn  from  our 
Catholic  heritage.  For  example,  our 
church  Would  do  well  to  reappropriate  a 
measure  of  Catholicism's  emphasis  on 
■  the  sacraments,  as  well  as  a  measure  of 
•its  studious  care  in  formulating  new 
•  programs  and  pronouncements. 

No  other  religious  figure  on  the  face  of 
the  globe  commands  so  much  attention 
and  respect  as  the  Pope.  No  institution  of 
ecclesiastical  authority  extends  back  so 
far  toward  the  origins  of  Christianity. 
Disregarding  such  questions  as  "papal 
infallibility,”  non-Catholics  as  well  as 
Catholics  may  be  grateful  for  this 
universally  recognized  position  of 
Christian  leadership  at  a  time  when  most 
.  other  positions  of  church  leadership  are 
simply  ignored  by  the  world.  Although 


we  owe  no  special  allegiance  to  the  Pope, 
we  can  readily  affirm  him  as  a 
profoundly  important  spiritual  leader 
and  a  symbol  of  unity  among  all 
Christians. 

The  information  available  regarding 
Pope  John  Paul  I  suggests  that  he  is  a 
good  choice  to'  lead  the  world's  700 
million  Roman  Catholic  Christians  in  the 
years  ahead.  His  initial  acts  as  Pope 
indicate  that  John  Paul’s  leadership  will 
be  marked  by  simplicity  and  humility 
rather  than  by  regal  splendor  and 
pretension.  His  basic  orientation  is  that 
of  a  pastor,  teacher  and  theologian.  He 
has  reaffirmed  his  immediate 
predecessors'  commitment  to  the  cause 
of  Christian  unity.  He  has  pledged  to  use 
his  influence  to  promote  social  justice 
and  to  alleviate  poverty  and  war  among 
the  world’s  people.  His  choice  of  a  new 
name  —  the  first  pope  in  more  than  1000 
years  to  do  so  —  suggests  the  ability  to 
make  independent  decisions.  And  the 
name  he  chose  suggests  that  the  new 
Pope  hopes  to  exhibit  the  spirit  of  Pope 
John  XXIII  and  follow  the  cautious 
methodology  of  Pope  Paul  VI. 

Our  prayer  is  that  Pope  John  Paul  I 
will  prove  to  be  a  leader  who  offers  hope 
and  glorifies  Christ  to  the  world,  and  who 
inspires  greater  faith  and  more 
committed  discipleship  among  all 
Christians  of  the  world. 


Unequaled  source  for  humanity 


This  week's  editorial  page  is  devoted 
primarily  to  essays  by  readers  who 
describe  through  personal  experience 
why  particular  Bible  verses  are 
meaningful. 
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From  one  perspective,  TM/UMR 
might  be  faulted  for  encouraging  readers 
to  isolate  a  given  verse  of  Scripture  from 
its  larger  meaning.  We  acknowledge  the 
danger  of  misusing  the  Bible  by  "proof- 
texting”  or  interpreting  a  given  text  out 
of  context,  and  we  affirm  the  importance 
of  studying  each  particular  part  of  the 
Bible  in  relation  to  the  total  biblical 
message. 

We  believe  there  is  an  equally  great 
danger,  however,  of  failing  to  allow  God 
to  speak  to  us  and  inspire  us  directly 
through  our  study  of  the  Bible.  It  is 
possible  to  become  so  immersed  in  our 
study  of  commentaries,  Bible 
dictionaries,  and  what  various  biblical 
authorities  have  to  say  that  we  are 
robbed  of  experiencing  the  raw  power  of 
God’s  truth  speaking  to  our  questions  and 
needs  through  the  words  of  Scripture. 

In  earlier  generations,  children  and 
adults  alike  were  encouraged  to 
memorize  verses  from  the  Bible.  Aside 
from  teaching  what  the  Bible  says,  this 
practice  served  to  implant  biblical  truths 
in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  learners 
which  could  serve  as  a  resource  in  any 
circumstance  they  might  face.  A 
byproduct  of  the  trend  away  from  "rote 
learning”  is  that  most  children  today  are 
not  developing  this  reservoir  of  biblical 
knowledge  to  guide  and  comfort  them  in 
future  moments  of  specific  need. 

The  Bible  is  neither  a  book  of  magic 
nor  a  substitute  for  human  reason  and 
common  sense.  It  is  a  book  filled  with 
memorable  passages  which  describe 
how  people  have  experienced  the 
presence  and  power  of  God  in  diverse 
circumstances.  It  has  something  wise 
and  worthwhile  to  say  about  almost 
every  human  predicament.  It  is  an 
anchor  to  hold  onto  amid  life's  storms, 
and  a  sword  to  prick  our  consciences 
when  we  become  proud  or  indifferent.  It 
is  capable  of  serving  as  an  unequaled 
source  of  guidance  and  strength  for 
human  life,  as  the  essays  elsewhere  on 
this  page  attest. 


Editor's  note 

Several  weeks  ago  TM/UMR  readers  were  invited  to  tell  us  their  favorite  Bible 
verse  and  in  a  short  essay  give  us  an  example  of  when  that  verse  has  been  particularly 
meaningful  Most  of  this  page  is  devoted  to  some  of  the  responses  we  have  received. 
We  want  to  thank  all  TM/UMR  readers  who  contributed  essays,  many  others  of  which 
we  would  like  to  have  included  on  this  page  but  could  not  do  so  because  of  space  For 
each  essay  printed  here,  TM/UMR  will  contribute  $10  to  our  denomination  s 
missional  priority  on  ethnic  minority  local  churches. 


Help  in  coping 
with  suicide 

By  MRS.  RICHARD  HAWKINS 

Nashville,  Tennessee 
Six  years  ago,  in  May,  our  only  son 
took  his  life.  He  was  a  fine,  serious  young 
man  who  couldn’t  cope  with  the  world  of 
today.  He  wrote  in  his  letter  to  us,  that 
he  was  just  "so  tired  of  living.” 

I  was  devastated,  as  were  my  husband 
and  daughter.  We  have  always  been  a 
very  close  family.  It  was  unbelievable 
that  this  could  happen  to  us. 

First  came  the  shock,  then  the  grief 
and  with  it,  the  guilt.  How  could  I  have 
prevented  this?  How  did  I  let  him  down? 

I  sought  daily  consolation  from  my 
Bible  and  the  books  that  our  wonderful 
minister  and  friends  had  given  to  us. 

But  one  day,  I  was  inconsolable. 
Putting  my  Bible  and  books  away  I  said, 
“God,  this  is  more  than  I  can  bear.  I  just 
give  up.” 

1  remember  so  well  going  into  the  den 
and  shedding  tears  until  there  were  none. 
When  suddenly,  a  peace  came  over  me 
and  an  uplifting  that  I  had  never  known 
before.  With  it  came  the  realization  that  I 
was  not  alone  and  that  He  was  there  to 
help  me  carry  this  burden  and  would 
always  be  there. 

There  have  been  many  dark  days  and 
there  will  be  many  more,  but  now  I  know 
that  God  is  with  me  helping  me  and  I  am 
never  alone. 

I  am  very  grateful  for  a  precious 
husband  and  daughter  and  very  grateful 
for  the  twenty-five  years  that  we  shared 
with  our  son. 

"God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very 
present  help  in  trouble.”  (Psalm  46:1 ) 

Strength  at 
time  of  death 

By  GRACE  B.BUNCE 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania 
The  Bible  verse  that  means  so  muph  to 
me,  and  which  I  cannot  forget,  is  Is. 
41:13:  "For  I  the  Lord  thy  God  will  hold 
thy  right  hand  and  say  unto  you.  Fear  not 
I  will  help  thee.  ” 

My  mother  had  terminal  cancer,  and 
her  last  lucid  act  was  to  ask  us  —  her 
three  daughters  —  to  all  hold  hands  with 
her  in  a  circle  beside  her  bed  and  repeat 
with  her  the  above  verse. 

The  next  morning  she  was  in  a  coma 
and  passed  away  two  days  later.  This  is  a 
beautiful  memory  of  her  faith,  and  that 
she  tried  to  help  us  with  her  last  bit  of 
energy. 

Learning  about 
fatherly  love 

By  GUSTON  H.  BROWNING 
Houston,  Texas 

I  was  trying  to  get  my  first-born  son, 
Mike,  to  sleep.  I  had  him  in  my  arms  with 
his  little  head  on  my  shoulder.  I  was 
gently  patting  his  tiny  back  in  an  effort  to 
hush  his  whimpering  cries  and  lull  him 
into  a  peaceful  slumber  before  putting 
him  down  in  his  crib. 

As  I  stood  there  with  him  in  my  arms, 
my  heart  was  simply  filled  to 
overflowing  with  love.  I  felt  there  was 
nothing  in  this  world  I  would  not  do  for 
this  little  fellow  if  I  possibly  eould. 

All  at  once  there  rushed  into  my  mind 
these  words  from  Matthew  7:11,  “If  you 
then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good 
gifts  to  your  children,  how  much  more 
will  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven  give 
good  things  to  those  who  ask  him !  ’  ’ 

I  understood,  with  a  new  depth  of 
insight  which  comes  to  every  parent,  the 
Fatherly  love  of  God. 

I  have  remembered  that  scene  many 
times  since  and  quoted  that  verse  to 
remind  others  of  the  wonderful  nature  of 
Him  who  watches  over  and  abides  with 
us  in  this  life  and  who  awaits  us  on  the 
other  side  of  death. 

Verse  brings 
quiet  truth 

By  DAVID  HEETLAND 

Mitchell,  South  Dakota 
Silently  we  formed  a  circle  around  the 
hospital  bed  of  the  dying  woman  —  her 
husband,  her  two  daughters  and  her 
pastor.  A  look  of  quiet  peace  shown  on 
the  face  of  the  woman  and  her  family.  We 
had  just  finished  a  prayer  asking  that  we 
might  be  aware  of  God’s  surrounding 
love  and  support  in  these  hours.  Now  as  I 
glanced  about  the  room  there  was  no 
question  in  my  mind  but  that  God's 
presence  was  felt  by  each  of  us. 

A  verse  from  Romans  came  to  my 
mind:  "We  know  that  in  everything  God 
works  for  good  with  those  who  love  him, 
who  are  called  according  to  his  purpose 
(Romans  8:28).”  At  one  time  that  was 
my  least-liked  biblical  passage.  As  a 
youngster  I  had  often  heard  that  "all 
things  work  together  for  good.”  I 
believed  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  all  things 
do  not  work  together  for  good.  Cancer 
obviously  did  not  work  for  the  good  of  this 
family.  But  I  came  to  believe  that  God 
works  to  bring  about  His  good  in  all 


situations.  Even  though  He  is  not  the 
author  of  tragedy,  He  is  present  in  the 
most  tragic  of  circumstances. 

The  powerful  truth  of  this  passage  was 
evident  at  that  moment.  Gods  quiet 
spirit  was  obviously  at  work,  seeking  to 
bring  about  His  good  purposes  even  in 
this  hopeless  situation.  The  husband,  up 
to  this  point  bitter  and  refusing  to  accept 
the  inevitable,  now  seemed  relaxed  and 
reconciled  to  the  future.  God  s  love  so 
permeated  that  room  and  knitted  us  to 
one  another  that  we  knew  the  strength 
and  support  was  present  to  see  us 
through  the  hours  ahead.  Shortly 
thereafter  the  woman  died. 

Ever  since  that  deeply  spiritual 
experience  in  a  hospital  room  of  a 
terminal  cancer  patient,  Romans  8:28 
has  remained  my  favorite  Bible  verse.  I 
know  that  in  everything  God  works  for 
good  with  those  who  love  him  .  .  . 

Lord  got 
my  attention 

By  G.  DEAN  BARRETT 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
On  a  flight  from  London  to  Chicago  in 
1974,  I  began  reading  a  new  Bible  I  had 
just  purchased.  It  was  a  New  English 
Bible  as  I  wanted  a  translation  in  more 
modern  English  which  would  increase 
the  knowledge  that  I  had  gained  from 
reading  the  King  James  version  all  the 
way  through. 

I  settled  back  in  a  comfortable  position 
in  my  seat  and  opened  the  Bible  to 
Matthew,  thinking  that  I  would  read 
along  without  incident  as  I  had  the  first 
time.  I  had  a  surprise  in  store  for  me. 

When  I  reached  Matthew  5:3  I  found 
different  words  than  I  expected.  In  th? 
King  James  version  it  begins,  "Blessed 
are  the  poor  in  spirit  .  .  .”  I  never  liked 
that  verse  because  I  couldn’t  see  why  the 
"poor  in  spirit”  should  be  blessed.  To 
me,  they  were  the  people  without 
backbone,  never  standing  up  for 
themselves,  acting  like  whipped  dogs.  I 
certainly  didn’t  want  to  be  one. 

But  here  were  new  words!  "How 
blessed  are  they  who  know  their  ne6d  of 
God!"  What  a  different  insight.  They 
spoke  to  me  like  being  hit  over  the  head 
with  a  2  x  4.  The  Lord  had  my  attention.  I 
suddenly  knew  I  didn't  know  my  need  of 
God  and  that  I  needed  to  know  it.  Praise 
the  Lord ! 

Now  I  know.  And  I’ve  been  learning 
ever  since. 

Advice  for  a 
pastor’s  wife 

By  CLARE  M.  GILMORE 
Nashport,  Ohio 

"Oh,  what  a  beautiful  morning. 

Oh,  what  a  beautiful  day, 

I’ve  got  a  beautiful  feeling, 
Everything’s  going  my  way." 

I  hummed  the  tune  as  I  drove  to  the 
Woman's  Society  at  the  outer  church  of 
my  husband’s  first  appointment. 

It  was  a  little  navy  blue  suit  in  the  Style 
Center  window  I  hoped  would  be  "going 
my  way”  on  Easter  morning,  and  when 
elderly  Mrs.  Marlowe  flagged  me  down, 
and  announced  good  news,  the  first  thing 
that  popped  into  my  mind  was  a  raise  in 
the  pastor’s  salary. 

"Things  have  worked  out,  and  Ruthie’s 
coming  home,  at  last.  I  had  to  tell  you 
before  you  left  town.  I  knew  it  would 
mean  so  much  to  you,"  Mrs.  Marlowe 
said,  tears  of  joy  streaming  down  her 
cheeks. 

I  thanked  her  lamely,  and  continued  on 
my  way  to  the  meeting. 

During  the  silent  meditation,  1  prayed 
God  to  make  me  the  caring  person  Mrs. 
Marlowe  believed  in  so  deeply.  Then  a 
forgotten  Bible  verse  came  back  to  me: 
"Rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice,  and 
weep  with  them  that  weep.”  (Romans 
12:15)  God  was  speaking  to  me. 

What  is  the  work  of  the  minister's 
wife?  She  holds  a  unique  position,  and  no 
list  of  duties  exists  But  die  counsel  from 
Paul  has  served  me  well. 

Did  I  get  the  navy  blue  suit  for  Easter? 
The  answer  is  "no,"  but  what  I  gained 
that  day  outwore  many  suits.  I 
wholeheartedly  recommend  Romans 
12:15  to  any  woman  who  wants  to  be  a 
minister’s  happy  wife. 

Strength  offered 
mental  patient 

By  FLORENCE  RESTIVO 

Marriottsville,  Maryland 
If  you  have  gone  through  the  heart¬ 
rending  ordeal  of  placing  a  loved  one  in  a 
mental  institution,  I  am  sure  you  will 
agree  that  it  is  sadder  than  burial. 
Doctors  count  on  the  family’s 
cooperation,  love  and  attention  as  a  great 
part  of  the  return  of  the  patient  to 
normalcy. 

Seeing  a  much-loved  mother  muttering 
to  herself,  not  completely  recognizing 
you,  not  caring  to  live  and  begging  you  to 
remove  her  from  "this  place  in  which 
you  put  her,”  tears  you  apart.  You  find 
yourself  trying  anything  and  everything 
to  get  back  the  Mom  you  once  knew. 
Sometimes  you  leave  feeling  so  guilty 
and  upset  from  your  visit  that  you  pray  in 


tears  of  anguish  that  the  Lord  will  take 
your  mother  to  her  heavenly  home. 

It  was  after  a  visit  such  as  this  that  the 
Bible  verse,  "I  can  do  all  things  through 
Christ  which  strengtheneth  me.”  came  to 
me.  Instead  of  applying  it  to  myself  only, 

I  began  repeating  it  to  my  Mother  until 
she  memorized  it.  After  electric  shock 
treatments,  the  words  were  usually 
changed  but  she  still  had  the  basic 
meaning. 

Praise  the  Lord  she  recovered!  Her 
last  five  years  were,  comparatively,  in 
mental  peace.  The  scripture  she 
repeated  so  often  from  rote  finally  came 
to  make  real  good  sense  and  she  began 
believing  and  applying  it.  Many  times 
later  she  remarked  that  it  was  the  one 
thing  she  remembered.  The  constant 
reminding  of  the  words  helped  her  to  win 
an  almost  losing  battle. 

God  dwells 
in  secret  place 

By  NORMA  FRANK 
Billings.  Montana 

As  in  many  a  teenager’s  experiences, 
summer  camp  holds  deep  and  wonderful 
memories  for  me.  It  was  always  a  time 
for  new  relationships  and  new 
commitment.  In  the  summer  of  my  16th 
year,  my  boyfriend  —  later  to  become 
my  husband  —  attended  the  same  church 
as  I,  as  did  his  cousin  and  his  girlfriend. 
We  were  all  great  friends  and  spent 
many  hours  at  camp  coordinating  our 
duties  so  we  could  spend  our  time 
together.  We  had  favorite  things  to  do 
and  one  favorite  place  to  walk  called 
"The  Secret  Place  of  the  Most  High.” 
There  was  a  large  stone  and  a  rough  pine 
cross  there  and  it  was  very  peaceful  and 
humbling. 

That  year  on  the  last  evening  of  camp, 
we  had  singing  and  sharing  around  the 
campfire  and  were  dismissed  at  9:30 
with  the  reminder  of  a  10:30  curfew.  The 
four  of  us  decided  to  take  flashlights  and 
go  once  more  to  "The  Secret  Place." 
Once  there,  one  of  the  guys  said,  "Let’s 
open  the  Bible  at  random  and  read  a  few 
verses.”  So  his  thumb  scanned  the  pages, 
eyes  closed,  drew  the  Bible  open  and 
read,  “He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret 
place  of  the  most  high  shall  abide  in  the 
shadows  of  the  almighty  ..."  We  were  all 
overcome  and  he  read  no  further. 

In  past  yeai*s  I  have  been  asked, 
without  others’  knowledge  of  this  blessed 
night,  to  read  that  particular  Psalm  for 
various  occasions.  I  believe  it  is  God’s 
reminder  to  us  that  He  will  always  dwell 
in  our  most  secret  place. 

Scripture  puts 
ethics  in  line 

ByALDENC.  BARNES 
South  Meriden,  Connecticut 
John  8:31-32 

"Jesus  then  said  to  the  Jews  who  had 
believed  in  Him,  ‘If  you  continue  in  my 
word,  you  are  truly  my  disciples,  and  you 
will  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  will 
make  you  free.”’ 

A  few  years  ago,  while  vacationing  in 
the  beautiful  Litchfiejd  hills  of 
Connecticut,  I  was  agonizing  over  the 
increasing  pressures  of  running  a 
business.  My  business  partner  together 
with  many  friends  suggested  some 
unethical  business  procedures  in  order  to 
be  successful  and  stay  ahead. 

Tempted  to  go  along  with  the  ideas,  but 
knowing  that  wasn’t  the  answer,  I  took 
my  concern  to  God  one  night  in  prayer 
asking  for  direction  and  guidance. 
Coincidences  seemed  to  happen  in  my 
life,  one  right  after  the  other.  I  started  to 
have  irregular  heartbeats,  which  led  to 
my  admittance  to  the  coronary  care  unit 
in  our  local  hospital. 

One  evening  I  began  to  tell  my  wife  and 
daughter  how  I  felt  God  was  answering 
my  prayers  and  telling  me  to  follow  in 
His  way.  They  asked  me  how  God  was 
going  to  change  what  seemed  to  be  a 
heart  problem.  With  complete 
confidence  and  faith,  I  told  them  "the 
truth  will  make  me  free.”  It  was  then  as 
if  God  Himself  reached  down  and 
touched  me.  My  daughter  said,  "Daddy, 
your  heartbeat  is  regular  now.”  The 
nurse  on  duty  also  saw  the  results  and 


said,  "There  is  nothing  wrong  with  your 
heart.”  For  me,  God's  message  was 
clear  —  to  follow  and  trust  Him  daily,  for 
truly  the  word  of  God  and  not  man’s  will 
endure  forever,  and  the  truth  will  make 
you  free. 

His  justice 
never  fails 

By  JANET  B.  SCOTT 
Byfield,  Massachusetts 
"But  the  Lord  is  my  defense,  and  my 
God  is  the  rock  of  my  refuge”  (Psalm 
94:22)  is  my  favorite  verse  in  Scripture. 
The  Lord  has  a  marvelous  way  of  using 
Psalm  94  to  comfort  me  when  my  heart 
aches  and  to  lift  my  spirit  whenever  I  let 
my  eyes  fall  away  from  Him. 

Three  years  ago  on  a  nice  afternoon  in 
June,  I  went  out  for  my  usual  two  mile 
jog  on  a  pretty,  secluded  road  near  our 
home.  This  road  was  ideal  for  jogging  as 
it  had  been  closed  to  traffic  due  to 
construction  further  down  the  road.  I  had 
run  my  mile  out  and  was  returning  when 
suddenly  I  was  attacked  from  behind.  I 
was  strangled  until  I  lost  consciousness 
and  then  my  assailant  dragged  me  to 
nearby  woods  and  dropped  a  97  pound 
slab  of  cement  on  my  head.  My  face  had 
been  crushed  in  leaving  no  profile,  my 
nose  was  nearly  severed,  and  all  the 
bones  in  my  face  had  been  broken. 

When  I  regained  consciousness  I  was 
alone  and  unaware  of  what  had  happened 
after  the  strangulation.  I  knew  as  soon  as 
I  tried  to  move  however,  that  1  was  in  big 
trouble.  I  lay  there  for  a  minute  looking 
at  the  sky  thinking  to  myself,  "I’m  going 
to  need  help  with  this  one,  God!”  And  he 
did  help.  He  gave  me  the  strength  to  get 
up  and  stagger  a  quarter  mile  to  get  help. 
He  provided  me  with  one  of  the  best 
plastic  surgeons  in  New  England.  But 
most  of  all  He  gave  me  His  support  and 
love. 

But  Psalm  94  still  had  no  special 
meaning  for  me.  Not  until  that  autumn 
when  my  assailant  stood  trial  for 
attempted  murder  and  was  found  not 
guilty.  This  hurt  the  most.  That  was 
when  I  really  needed  the  Lord  to  lean  on, 
that's  when  I  really  needed  faith  in  Him 
that  all  things  DO  work  together  for  good 
.  .  .  Now  Psalm  94  always  tells  me  that 
His  justice  is  that  which  counts  and  His 
will  be  fair  and  true.  Praise  the  Lord ! 

A  zinnia  in 
spite  of  it  all 

By  MURIEL  KEENZE 
Franklin,  Louisiana 
One  day  as  1  was  parking  my  car  in  an 
all-concrete  parking  lot  a  bright  spot  of 
pink  color  caught  my  eye.  I  walked  over 
to  get  a  closer  look  and'  discovered  a 
zinnia  plant  growing  right  out  of  the 
concrete;  and  what’s  more  it  had 
produced  a  lovely  pink  blossom.  Even 
upon  closer  inspection  I  was  simply 
amazed  that  this  little  plant  succeeded  in 
growing  in  this  most  unlikely  place  —  but 
there  it  was.  How  bravely  it  stood  there 
swaying  in  the  breeze  in  all  its  pink  glory. 

The  tiny  seed  had  evidently  been  blown 
into  an  invisible  opening  in  the  concrete. 
There  it  had  to  send  its  roots  to  reach  and 
soil  beneath  and  had  to  push  its  stem  to 
the  surface  to  find  the  necessary  light  for 
growth.  How  it  must  have  struggled  to 
reach  its  potential  under  these  less  than 
ideal  conditions.  A  zinnia  being  a  zinnia 
in  spite  of  it  all! 

For  a  few  moments  I  stood  there 
contemplating  the  plan’s  struggle. 
Suddenly,  filled  with  awe  I  was 
reverently  conscious  of  God’s  presence 
and  His  voice.  Fresh  courage  flooded  my 
soul  as  I  became  aware  that  He  was  tell¬ 
ing  me  that  I  too  can  be  what  he  intended 
me  to  be  if  I  reach  for  the  sustenance  and 
the  light  available  to  all  through  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ.  There  may  be  a  struggle, 
but  He  is  there  always,  to  strengthen  me 
and  to  show  me  the  way. 

Yes  —  God  spoke  to  me  through  that 
little  pink  flower  just  as  surely  as  he 
spoke  to  Moses  in  the  burning  bush,  and 
to  Elijah  in  a  still  small  voice.  He  has 
always  spoken  and  still  speaks  today  to 
all  who  will  be  still  and  listen  and  know 
that  He  is  God. 

(Philippians  4:13—1  can  do  all  things 
in  Him  who  strengthens  me. ) 


THAT  THE  WORLD 
MAY  LIVE  •  JOHN  6:51 


T^Vorld  . 
Communion 
Sunday 


Together  on  Oct.  1  we  reaffirm  our 
commitment  to  Christ.  We  remember  o 
love  that  brought  us  both  new  ond 
eternal  life.  Together  we  would  shore 
this  life  in  Christ  with  the  whole 
world.  United  Methodists  hove  such 
shoring  opportunities  through  the  World 
Communion  Offering 

Order  World  Communion  moteriols  from 
United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  III.  60201 
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Who  cares  about  clergy  ex-wife ? 


ALBUQUERQUE  -  The  divorced 
United  Methodist  minister's  wite  is 
usually  a  forgotten  —  or  ignored  — 
person  by  ministers,  their  spouses  and 
church  officials  while  members  of  local 
churches  generally  offer  her  support 

This  conclusion  comes  from  an 
informal  survey  conducted  by  a  UM 
minister's  wife  here  and  printed  in  a 
recent  issue  of  the  New  Mexico 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

Mary  Lou  Goodwin  wrote  to  or  talked 
with  almost  one  dozen  divorced  wives  in 
three  annual  conferences  to  “more  clearly 
understand  their  problems,  discover 
where  we  had  failed  to  support  them,  and 
formulate  ways  to  be  supportive  in  the 
future.'' 

The  laity  is  much  more  open  about 
divorce  than  ministers  and  their  spouses, 
Mrs.  Goodwin  concludes  from  the 
responses  she  received.  “The  members 
of  my  church  were  absolutely  wonderful 
throughout,”  one  wife  wrote.  Another 
said  the  church  had  been  supportive  both 
to  her  and  her  husband. 

"People  wrote  me  and  phoned  me. 
Prayer  circles  prayed  for  me, 
particularly  during  the  trial  periods. 
They  offered  help  in  any  way  they 
could,”  one  wife  said. 

Reports  of  local  church  support  were 
not  unanimous,  however.  Mrs  Goodwin 
says.  One  divorced  minister's  wife 
reported,  “The  people  who  call 
themselves  the  church  did  not  reach  out 


.  .  .  did  not  even  reach.' 

Acceptance  is  the  need,  said  one 
former  wife.  “Acceptance  of  the  reality 
that  a  marriage  has  failed,  a  home  is 
broken,  a  ministry  is  aborted  and  the 
wounded  lie  in  pools  of  blood  while  good 
folk  say,  T  don't  understand,  so  I  won't 
get  involved!” 

Clergy  get  low  grade 
If  the  response  of  local  church  persons 
to  the  divorcing  minister’s  wife  receives 
a  grade  of  "A,”  Mrs.  Goodwin  writes, 
support  of  ministerial  leaders  and  their 
spouses  would  get  a  "D.”  Ministers  seem 
to  feel  that  to  talk  about  it  somehow 
implicates  them,  makes  them  vulner¬ 
able,  several  wives  told  her 
“Not  a  word,  not  a  note,  not  a  phone 
call  or  gesture  of  any  kind,"  one  wife 
said.  Another  expressed  surprise  that 
“no  one  (clergy  or  conference  leader) 
called  to  find  out  my  feelings  about  the 
divorce  or  what  effect  it  had  on  me." 

Another  divorced  wife  received  a  letter 
Irom  a  friend  and  minister's  wife  which 
“expressed  support  but  said  she  could 
not  call  me,  as  her  husband  suggested, 
because  it's  so  difficult  to  talk  on  the 
phone  and  under  the  circumstances,  I 
was  afraid  I  couldn't.  " 

Her  reply  to  that  response  was,  “Why 
can  t  friends  cry  together?" 

Mrs.  Goodwin  writes  that  the  survey 
responses  indicate  the  church's 
hierarchy  did  not  fare  much  better  in 
relation  to  divorcing  wives  than  pastors 


and  spouses.  Comments  ranged  from 
“Not  a  single  gesture  to  let  me  know  they 
cared,"  to  "I  was  gratelul  for  the 
continued  support  of  the  D.S.  and  his 
wife." 

Bishops  and  their  wives'  responses 
also  ranged  from  "No  word"  to  “a  warm 
and  sympathetic  letter,"  Mrs.  Goodwin 
says. 

The  pain  and  trauma  experienced  by  a 
divorcing  couple  is  complicated  by  the 
parsonage  system  which  results  in  rapid 
change  of  address,  the  wives  told  her 
Often  the  wife  and  children  are  the  ones 
who  move,  sometimes  with  no  help  from 
anyone  during  that  painful  transition. 

One  divorced  wife  mourned  her 
anonymity.  No  longer  was  her  address  a 
known  fact  included  on  a  district  or 
conference  list.  Her  whereabouts  were 
unknown  to  many  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

"I  discovered  this  to  be  true  as  I 
attempted  to  reach  ex-wives,"  Mrs. 
Goodwin  writes  "Their  trails  were 
difficult  to  trace." 

Thanks  for  caring 

She  reports  that  all  the  divorced 
minister's  wives  who  responded  to  her 
inquiry  said  “Thank  you  for  caring. 

Mrs.  Goodwin  concludes  her  article  by 
suggesting  eight  ways  the  church  might 
showr  concern  for  divorced  minister’s 
spouses : 

•  The  conference  Board  of  Ordained 


Ministry  and  the  district  superintendents 
obtain  and  make  available  the  new 
addresses  of  divorced  spouses. 

•  The  conference  newspaper  and 
district  newsletters  publish  those 
addresses. 

•  Conferences  through  boards  of 
ordained  ministry  make  available  a 
counselor  for  ministers’  families, 
publicize  the  fact  and  give  financial  aid. 

•  Have  a  divorced  minister's  wife  on 
call  to  counsel  with  a  divorcing  couple, 
especially  the  wife. 

•  Encourage  all  ministerial  couples  to 
attend  marriage  enrichment  seminars 
every  three  to  five  years. 

•  Ministers  and  spouses  as  well  as  the 
church  hierarchy,  upon  learning  of  the 
end  of  a  marriage,  be  aware  of  the  pain 
and  needs  of  those  involved,  and  care 
enough  and  be  brave  enough  to  show- 
concern . 

•  The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  publish  a  brochure  on 
suggestions  for  wives'  adjustment  to 
their  new  role  and  life. 

•  "When  divorce  happens  again  within 
the  ranks,  as  it  will:  reach  out,  accept, 
don't  judge,  risk,  believe,  invite,  reach, 
invite,  reach,  invite." 

Mrs,  Goodwin,  a  UM  minister's  wije 
for  29  years,  is  a  kindergarten  teacher. 


Students  reclaim  ministry  focus 

Shift  toward  personal  attention  reported  in  campus  ministries 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Students  are  once  again  at  the  heart  of 
United  Methodist  campus  ministries. 

After  a  generation  during  which 
campus  ministries  were  directed  toward 
faculty  and  administrations  of 
institutions  of  higher  education,  and 
other  causes,  students  of  all  ages 
returning  to  campuses  this  fall  can  once 
again  expect  United  Methodist  campus 
ministers  to  be  there  for  them. 

"Two  turn-arounds  are  happening," 
said  the  Rev.  Joe  Gipson,  who  heads  the 
national  office  of  campus  ministry  in 
Nashville.  “Campus  ministers  are  giving 
renewed  emphasis  to  working  directly 
with  students.  Students  are  beginning  to 
perceive  that  campus  ministers  can  be 
called  on  to  help  them  with  their  spiritual 
struggles,  with  value  formation  and  their 
needs  for  community." 

Students  and  campus  ministers  have 
changed,  agreed  the  Rev.  Allyn  Axelton, 
a  campus  minister  at  California  State 
University,  Northridge,  and  chairperson 
of  the  national  commission  on  campus 
ministry  for  the  denomination. 

Mr.  Axelton  said  more  students 
coming  to  campus  today  are  coming  out 
of  local  church  involvement.  Youth  seem 
to  be  staying  around  the  local  church 
through  high  school  where  in  the  early 
70s  that  did  not  seem  to  be  the  case,  he 
said. 

Campus  ministers  today,  he  said,  are 
much  more  involved  with  annual 
conference  and  local  church  responsi¬ 
bilities.  "That  is  helping,  too." 

In  his  opinion  the  net  result  is  a  move 
away  from  trying  to  change  educational 
institutions  to  an  effort  by  campus 
ministers,  students  and  faculty  working 
together  to  create  a  better  environment 
to  develop  leadership  for  society. 

A  second  “turn-around"  with 
overtones  of  the  past  is  a  budding  student 
movement.  The  national  office  in  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
is  boosting  the  growth  of  such  a 
movement  through  a  series  of 
jurisdictional  student  conferences.  The 


first,  held  in  Atlanta  in  early  January 
1978,  met  with  a  strong,  enthusiastic 
response  from  UM  students.  Others  are 
in  the  process  of  being  planned  for  later 
this  year  and  in  1979. 

"Students  are  excited  about  it,"  Mr. 
Gipson  said.  In  fact,  he  noted,  seniors 
were  almost  angry  that  this  hasn't 
happened  earlier  in  their  college  years. 
Tie  to  world  federation 

He  and  many  other  campus  ministers 
who  met  in  Portland,  Ore.  in  1976  would 
like  to  see  the  U.S.  student  population  re¬ 
establish  a  national  religious  student 
movement  that  would  relate  to  the  world 
Christian  student  movement  as  well.  The 
General  Conference  gave  this  step  its 
blessing. 

“The  World  Student  Christian 
Federation  is  active  everywhere  except 
in  this  country,"  Mr.  Gipson  said.  He 
believes  it  would  be  “invaluable"  for 
U.S.  Christian  students  to  get  back  in 
touch  with  international  students. 

While  some  of  the  “old"  tools  are  being 
used  again  with  students,  campus 
ministers  do  not  see  a  return  to  the  '50s 
with  its  “home  away  from  home”  model 
of  campus  ministries  nor  its  strong 
denominationalism. 

At  the  same  time,  college  and 
university  students  need  a  place  to  plug 
in  directly  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mr.  Gipson  said,  something  they 
haven’t  had  in  the  ecumenical  ministries 
which  emerged  in  the  70s  under  the 
umbrella  of  United  Ministries  in  Higher 
Education.  The  UMC  ministers  through 
247  local  ecumenical  “united"  campus 
ministries  and  179  Wesley  Foundations. 

Students,  not  campus  ministers,  need 
some  help  in  getting  together  and  in 
getting  heard  in  the  church.  The  national 
office  of  campus  ministry  is  trying  to 
give  them  a  hand,  Mr.  Gipson  concluded. 

Oklahoma 

At  some  state  levels,  campus  ministers 
are  actively  pushing  the  student 
movement  model.  Oklahoma  is  one  of  the 
few  states  to  have  a  state-wide  United 
Methodist  Student  Movement 


organization.  Now  in  its  second  year, 
retreats  and  seminars  are  being  offered 
on  a  regular  basis. 

The  Rev.  Roger  Woods,  chaplain  at 
UM-related  Oklahoma  City  University, 
said  campus  ministries  in  the  state  are 
emphasizing  evangelism  —  “something 
we  haven’t  been  doing  in  campus 
ministry." 

'  'We  are  looking  for  a  model  and  a  style 
of  evangelism  which  is  distinct  from 
what  Campus  Crusade  and  Young  Life 
do,"  he  told  TM/UMR.  In  the  process,  he 
said  they  are  carefully  examining  the 
values  of  these  and  other  styles. 

Mr.  Woods  and  other  campus  ministers 
reported  that  they  continually  struggle  to 
keep  local  churches  posted  on  what 
campus  ministry  is  about  these  days  as 
well  as  counteracting  the  notion  that  the 
highly  visible  groups  such  as  Campus 
Crusade  have  taken  over  campus 
ministry. 

These  groups  are  simply  one  of  the 
choices  available  to  students,  reports  the 
Rev.  Sharon  Neufer  Emswiler,  who  has 
been  on  campus  at  the  Illinois  State 
University  Wesley  Foundation,  Normal, 
for  six  years  in  a  shared  ministry  with 
her  husband,  the  Rev.  Tom  Neufer 
Emswiler.  “Students  do  not  seem  to  be 
attracted  to  their  style  of  activity  any 
more  than  to  the  offerings  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  or  other  ministries." 

Illinois  State 

“Local  churches,  however,  need 
continual  information  on  ministry,"  she 
said.  Students  at  Illinois  Stele  are 
organized  into  a  number  of  singing, 
dance  and  dramatic  groups  through  the 
Foundation  which  perform  in  local 
churches.  They  fulfill  a  double  purpose: 
to  provide  a  service  to  the  church  and  to 
keep  UMs  informed  about  the  campus. 

Providing  worship  is  a  primary 
emphasis  at  the  Normal  center,  Ms. 
Emswiler  reported,  both  on  Sunday 
morning  in  the  student  union  and  on 
Wednesday  night  in  the  First  UMC 


sanctuary.  Worship  is  probably  “best 


People  in  the  news 


UM  runs  for  President 

United  Methodist  Phillip  Crane, 
U.S.  Representative  from  Illinois, 
wants  to  be  President.  So  he  filed  last 
month  and  became  the  first  official 
Republican  candidate  for  the  1980 
election.  He  also  has  warmed  the 
hearts  of  journalists  by  introducing 
legislation  in  Washington  to  prohibit 
the  courts  from  issuing  subpoenas  and 
search  warrants  on  journalists.  Rep. 
Crane  says  the  bill  will  guarantee 
journalists  “the  absolute  confiden¬ 
tiality  of  sources,  the  unqualified  free¬ 
dom  to  gather  news  and  the  uncircum¬ 
scribed  ability  to  distribute  this  infor¬ 
mation.” 

How  does  101  feel? 

When  101-year-old  Clora  Riggs,  a 
member  of  Houghson  (Calif.)  UMC, 
was  asked  how  it  felt  to  be  her  age, 
she  replied  “It  doesn't  feel  a  bit 
different  from  being  100!"  Then  asked 
about  particular  things  in  life  she  has 
enjoyed,  she  quipped,  “Good  shoes, 
good  hose,  a  good  corset  and  keeping 
my  fingernails  cleaned  and 
polished."  She  no  longer  can  attend 
church  regularly,  but  her  daughter, 
Ethel  Myrick,  84  and  a  UM,  did  take 
her  to  church  on  Mother's  Day. 
President  Jimmy  Carter  and  Gov. 
Jerry  Brown  have  sent  her 
congratulations. 

Orbiting  the  earth  in  10  days 

“Around  the  world  in  10  days" 
(instead  of  80)  may  be  the  tune 
hummed  by  Loren  Acton,  a  member 
of  St.  Andrews  UMC  in  Palo  Alto, 
Calif.  He  was  named  one  of  four 
American  scientists  to  participate  in 
the  second  Space  Lab  mission  to  orbit 
l be  earth  for  10  days  in  1981.  Dr.  Acton 


said  he  was  "delighted"  by  the 
selection  and  hoped  he  would  be  one  of 
the  two  “payload  specialists"  who 
make  the  shuttle  rather  than  the  two 
who  remain  behind  to  provide  ground 
support  for  the  NASA  project. 

A  man  for  all  seasons 

Archeologists  have  found  the  skull 
of  Sir  Thomas  More,  the  saint  made 
famous  in  recent  years  by  Robert 
Bolt’s  play  and  movie  “A  Man  For  All 
Seasons."  The  one  time  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England  was  beheaded 
in  1535  for  refusing  to  recognize  King 
Henry  VIII  as  supreme  head  of  the 
Church  of  England.  His  skull  was 


discovered  “in  good  condition"  in  a 
Canterbury  church  vault,  where  it  has 
lain  for  more  than  400  years. 

Signs  challenge  motorists 
“There  are  three  types  of  believers: 
Believers  in  Jesus  Christ,  Make 
believers  and  Unbelievers.  Which 
type  are  you?"  That’s  one  of  the  six 
signs  Rich  Gerritson  of  Rock  Valley, 
la.,  has  been  posting  along  the 
roadside  around  here  for  the  last  20 
years.  During  the  first  40  years  of  his 
life  he  says  he  never  had  time  for  God. 
Then  his  12-year-old  son  was  killed  in 
an  accident.  The  tragedy  turned  his 
life  around,  led  him  to  the  Bible  and 
his  special  commitment. 


And  here  they  come  .  .  . 


But  where  are  the  black  leather  jackets?  These  two  United  Methodists.  Bob  and 
Betty  Sample  of  Zanesville,  Ohio  apparently  didn't  wear  any  as  they  joined  26 
people  on  14  motorcycles  for  a  852-mile  trip  down  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway.  The 
motorcycle  tour  was  the  first  sponsored  by  tne  West  Ohio  conference  camps 
committee  in  the  area  of  emerging  leisure  ministries.  Zanesville  pastor  and  cycle 
enthusiast-leader,  the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Sagendorf,  said  people  along  the  way, 
especially  fellow  UMs.  were  “overwhelmingly  friendly"  and  surprised  that  “we 
were  all  church  people  and  that  the  church  would  sponsor  ar.  activity  like  this." 


attended”  and  she  noted  that  the  more 
traditional  Communion  service  on 
Wednesdays  now  draws  more  students 
than  the  more  informal  Sunday  service 
-a  change  from  six  years  ago  when 
students  of  the  19,000  residential  campus 
didn’t  seem  to  want  to  go  to  a  church 
building.  But,  she  said,  the  mood  of 
students  changes  from  year  to  year  in 
relation  to  religious  interest.  This  fall, 
she  said,  looks  like  a  peak  year  in  both 
freshman  and  upperclass  involvement. 

Wayne  State 

Campuses,  however,  are  as  varied 
today  as  is  the  age  range  of  the  student 
body.  A  different  style  of  ministry  has 
developed  at  Wayne  State  University  in 
Detroit,  a  commuting  campus  of  some 
35,000,  said  the  Rev  Bradley  Watkins. 
“We're  relating  to  a  different  population 
of  students.  Students  here  are  not  the 
typical  18-21  year  olds,  but  young  adults 
25  to  30  and  older.  Then,  too,  large 
numbers  of  suburban  women  are  coming 
back  to  school  —  |most  with  husbands 
who  don't  want  them  to  go  back  and  don't 
understand  why." 

Mr.  Watkins  said  counseling  is  a  heavy 
part  of  his  ministry  while  scheduling 
Sunday  worship  is  not  “I  suggest 
community  churches,"  he  said.  But  in 
meeting  the  specific  needs  of  black 
students,  he  has  organized  a  Gospel  choir 
and  holds  prayer  meetings  during  the 
week.  Wayne  State  has  the  largest 
proportion  of  black  students  of  any  state 
university  in  the  area,  he  said. 

With  the  help  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  an  office  for 
recruiting  ethnic  minorities  for  church 
careers  has  also  developed  at  the  Wayne 
State  Wesley  F oundation. 

UN  praises 
church’s 
sea  project 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Nations  implicitly  paid  tribute  to  the 
United  Methodist  Law  of  the  Sea  Project 
and  related  non-governmental  organi¬ 
zations  when  it  invited  UN  diplomats  to 
an  all-day  symposium  Aug.  29  arranged 
by  the  NGOs. 

Held  at  the  United  Methodist-owned 
Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations 
here,  the  symposium  enabled  the 
diplomats  to  exchange  information  on 
how  much  countries  should  pay  to  the 
proposed  International  Seabed 
Authority.  This  is  one  of  the  seven  “hard¬ 
core  issues'  which  are  presently 
delaying  completion  of  a  worldwide  law 
of  the  sea  treaty 

Barbara  Weaver,  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  LOS  Project,  earlier  in 
August  alerted  members  of  the  Women's 
Division  to  the  passage  by  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  of  Deep  Seabed 
Mining  Bill  <  HR  12988 )  by  a  vote  of  300  to 
80.  The  bill  is  now  being  considered  by 
the  U.S.  Senate. 

Ms.  Weaver  wrote  her  constituents: 
“Passage  of  any  legislation  should  be 
delayed  until  after  Sept.  17  to  give  the 
seventh  UN  session  time  to  finish  its 
work,  especially  in  light  of  the 
conciliatory  mood  of  the  UN  conference. 

"We  need  to  be  very  strong  in  our 
support  for  international  cooperation 
concerning  the  sea  and  its  resources," 
she  continued,  “since  the  mining 
companies  are  very  strong  in  their 
opposition." 

Four  United  Methodist  LOS  regional 
seminars  will  be  held  during  September 
and  October.  They  will  focus  on  energy, 
the  environment,  food  and  the  ocean.  The 
schedule  is:  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
—  Sept.  8-10,  St.  Benedict  Center, 
Madison,  Wise.;  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  —  Sept.  12-13,  Texas  A&M 
University,  College  Station.  Tex.;  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  —  Sept  15-17,  Scar 
ritt  College.  Nashville;  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  Oct.  20-22.  Lakewood 
UMC.  Erie.  Pa 


New  Pope 

ROME  —  Pope 
John  Paul  I , 
waving  to  the 
crowd  in  St.  Peter's 
Square,  received 
greetings  from  the 
Faith  and  Order 
Commission  of  the 
World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  170 
Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Ortlu*- 
dox  theologians 
meeting  in  Banga¬ 
lore,  India  assured 
him  of  their 
prayers. 
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Church  relief  funds 
to  Rhodesia  noted 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  While  the  international 
debate  continued  this  week  over  a  recent 
$85,000  grant  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC)  to  guerrilla  forces  in 
Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe),  the  head  of 
United  Methodism's  chief  relief  agency 
pointed  out  that  over  the  past  two  years 
American  United  Methodists  have  given 
nearly  twice  that  amount  to  projects  and 
relief  efforts  supported  by  those  on  the 
“other  side"  of  the  political  squabble. 

Dr.  Harry  Haines,  top  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
( UMCOR )  told  TM/UMR  that  his  agency 
has  funneled  $45,000  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Rhodesia,  headed 
by  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa;  has 
contributed  $80,000  to  an  ecumenical 
relief  agency  supported  by  the  bishop; 
and  has  given  $26,000  to  an  inter-racial 
farm  project  designed  to  train  blacks  for 
new  job  skills. 

"I  think  United  Methodists  in  America 
need  to  know  more  about  our  relief  and 
development  efforts  inside  Zimbabwe," 
Dr.  Haines  said.  “Since  the  WCC  grant 
has  made  international  headlines,  there 
is  a  tendency  to  overlook  the  'good  news' 
of  our  denomination's  continuing,  long¬ 
term  efforts  to  alleviate  suffering  in 
Zimbabwe." 

Dr.  Haines  criticized  the  WCC  grant 
and  called  it  “regrettable  and  ill-timed," 
but  pointed  out  that  in  terms  of  UMC- 
originated  money  the  council's  grant 
does  not  compare  to  what  is  being  done 
by  UMCOR. 

“I  have  no  problem  with  the  World 
Council  giving  money  to  the  Patriotic 
Front  for  humanitarian  purposes,"  Dr. 
Haines  said.  "But  I  believe  the  decision 
to  give  only  to  the  Patriotic  Front  is 
regrettable.  The  money  should  have  been 
divided  among  groups  offering  aid." 

Dr.  Haines  said  that  in  addition  to  the 
funds  going  from  UMCOR  for  relief 
inside  Rhodesia,  an  additional  $25,000 
has  been  given  for  relief  among  black 
Rhodesian  refugees  in  Botswana,  a 
nation  bordering  on  southwestern 
Rhodesia. 

"UMCOR  is  concerned  for  persons 
suffering  in  Rhodesia  regardless  of  their 
political  stance,"  Dr.  Haines  said.  He 
said  UMCOR  money  does  not  go  to 


political  parties  —  including  Bishop 
Muzorewa’s  United  African  National 
Council.  According  to  Dr.  Haines,  Bishop 
Muzorewa  has  given  an  "iron-clad 
guarantee"  that  UMCOR  funds  under  his 
administration  will  go  only  to  use 
through  the  church. 

The  relief  executive  urged  American 
United  Methodists  to  continue  to  provide 
relief  in  Rhodesia  through  contributions 
to  the  UMCOR’s  “Rhodesian  Emergency 
Aid  to  Families"  fund  (computer  code 
175736-8). 

Church  jumps  gun, 
pays  1979  askings 

PHOENIX  —  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church  has  done  it  again. 

Only  this  time,  they  are  way  ahead  of 
schedule.  The  church  is  usually  one  of  the 
first  to  pay  its  apportionments  to  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference,  paying  the  entire  amount 
early  in  the  year. 

Last  month  the  church  sent  $22,264  for 
its  1979  conference  apportionments  and 
benevolences  with  the  note  that  the 
remaining  $28,000  would  come  “in  a  few 
months." 

"We  are  of  the  mind  that  the  church’s 
first  obligation  is  to  reach  out  in  loving 
service  to  others,”  wrote  the  Rev.  C. 
Edwin  Daniel,  pastor,  to  the  conference 
treasurer. 

Classified 


RATE:  5<)  cents  per  word.  Iigure  or  initial  per 
insertion  $12,30  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
(•'ash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance 
Service  charge  lor  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home.  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor.  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park,  1850  Alice  St., 
Oakland,  Calif  94612. 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  God  Loves  You" 
or  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,’’  16*.  100.  $15.00.  bronze 
cross,  $1  50.  poems,  ‘  Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  2t.  Plus 
postage  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C 
27609 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS, 
accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  1 181.  Corpus  Chrisli,  Tex  78403 


LATCH  HOOK  the  U mled  Methodist  symbol,  as  16  x 
16  inch  pillow  or  hanging  Design  handpainted  on  rug 
canvas,  instruction.  $7  <  Hook,  yam  not  included  i 
Nancy  Designs,  4717  Overlook  Drive,  Bloomington. 
Minn.  55437 


DIRECT  MAIL  COMPUTER  SERVICE.  For  sample 
weekly  linancial  report  and  contributor  quarterly 
statements,  send  $1  oo  handling  to  P.O.  Box  681. 
Lancaster.  Pa  17604 


OCR  STEWARDSHIP  COMMITMENT  PROGRAM 
trains  callers  to  witness  rather  than  as  solicitors  for 
lunds.  Using  ihe  budget  doesn  t  move  sell-centered 
people  to  give  anything.  Financial  problems  cannot 
be  solved  financially  anymore  than  moral  conflicts 
.an  be  worked  out  morally.  A  church  can  adequately 
linance  itsell  only  by  turning  away  from  financial 
needs  Send  lor  Iree  cassette  tape  or  booklet 
Christian  Stewardship  Resources.  James  Marlin,  Kt 
I.  Box  1782.  Rhinelander,  Wis  54501 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  MUSIC  needed  in 
established  United  Methodist  Church.  Write  Truman 
D  Brooks.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O  Box 
60 1,  Clarksdale,  Miss.  38614 


DOCTORS  AND  DENTISTS  NEEDED  lor  Short 
Term  Mission  Project:  From  January  5-24,  1979, 
DePuuw  University  will  sponsor  five  construc- 
lion/niedical  teams  in  Guatemala,  Honduras  and 
Haiti  Persons  are  needed  to  work  with  local  stall 
and  nursing  students  to  provide  health  care  in  rural 
areas  Full  mlormalion  from  Chaplain  Fred  Lamar. 
DcPauw  University,  Greencastle,  Ind  46135 _ 

nos  1  Ess.  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  lood  planning  and 
wedding  receptions.  Contact  Jack  Spillman,  East 
Dallas  Christian  Church.  t214i  824-8185 


PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Self- helpers 


to  help  Africans 


DES  MOINES,  la.  —  Demonstrating  the  capability  of  Self- 
Helper  tractors,  Deane  Tate.  Tipton,  president  of  the  Iowa 
conference  United  Methodist  Men  (UMM),  drives  one  of  18 
tractors  the  UMM  is  purchasing  for  $72,000  and  sending  to 
Third  World  countries  for  agricultural  projects. 

The  first  tractor  was  crated  and  shipped  from  Waverly 
Aug.  25  by  truck  for  transport  by  ship  to  Africa,  said  Mr. 
Tate. 

The  church  spokesman  said  the  first  tractor  is  headed  for 
Moravia  Theological  College  at  Mbeya,  Tanzania.  Others  are 
ticketed  for  Moravian  Province  nearby,  where  college 
officials  want  to  use  the  farm  equipment  to  upgrade  the 
economy- 

Subsequent  tractors,  said  Mr  Tate,  may  be  sent  to 
Camarouns  in  West  Africa,  to  a  missionary  in  India  and  to 
Honduras  in  Latin  America. 

The  men’s  organization  in  mid-1977  organized  the  tractor 
purchasing  effort  in  conjunction  with  Self  Help  Foundation  of 
Waverly,  manufacturer  of  small,  but  efficient,  seven-horse¬ 
power  machines  used  widely  in  Third  World  countries. 

The  venture  in  Africa  is  the  initial  step  in  a  joint  project 
involving  Iowa  UMM  and  missionaries  to  help  establish 
manufacturing  facilities  in  the  field.  urn  \  i  \u  piioto 


Three  reservations  served 


Kansans  to  back  Indian  outreach 


HORTON,  Kan.  —  Why  will  the  Kansas 
East  conference  be  asked  to  help 
increase  a  United  Methodist  ministry  on 
the  Kickapoo  Indian  Reservation  near 
here? 

"There  are  children  on  the  reservation 
who  have  never  heard  of  Jesus  Christ,” 
answers  the  Rev.  Grover  James, 
Cherokee  pastor  of  the  UM  church. 
"Their  parents  have  no  means  of 
transportation  to  the  church  here  in  town 
and  I  have  to  live  25  miles  away  from  the 
reservation,”  he  adds. 


Oliver  Kahbeah 


Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  will  ask  the 
churches  of  the  conference  to  aid  in  this 
ministry  at  the  fall  financial  session  of 
the  annual  conference.  Mr.  James  is  a 
member  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference  who  serves  not 
only  persons  on  the  Kickapoo  reservation 
but  also  nearby  Iowa  Sac  and  Fox  Indian 
Reservation  and  the  Pottawatomie 
Indian  Reservation. 

The  75  members  of  the  Horton  United 
Indian  Methodist  church  first  began  to 
have  hopes  of  reaching  more  people  on 
the  reservation  when  a  77-year-old  man, 
Oliver  Kahbeah,  stood  up  in  church  one 
day  and  said  he  would  donate  one  and 
three-quarters  acres  located  on  the 
reservation  so  a  church  could  be  built 
there. 

According  to  the  story  by  Karen 
Sexton,  editor  of  “Interchange,”  the 
TM/UMR  edition  for  the  Kansas  East 
conference,  Mr.  Kahbeah  has  lived  all 
his  life  on  the  reservation.  He  has  seen 
the  children  turn  to  drugs  and  alcohol 
because  they  have  nowhere  else  to  turn. 

"The  old  people  have  a  religion  called 
the  Drum,’  ”  he  said,  “but  the  children 
have  nothing.  The  people  here  need  a 
church  where  they  can  go  to  learh  about 
Jesus  Christ.  This  is  why  I  donated  the 
land  to  the  church.” 

Then  an  ecumenical  group  from 
Indiana  came  in  to  construct  the  new 
church  building.  It  is  to  seat  100  persons. 
The  church  here  in  Horton,  which  seats 
only  25,  is  scheduled  to  be  moved  to  the 


reservation  and  remodeled  into  a 
parsonage.  That’s  what  a  major  portion 
of  the  Kansas  East  money  will  be  used 
for. 

Spreading  the  word  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
the  Indian  people  is  very  important  to 
Mr.  James.  "In  my  ministry  I  hope  to 
help  drug  addicts  and  alcoholics  learn 
about  Christ,"  he  said.  He  believes  that 
by  moving  closer  to  the  people  on  the 
Kickapoo  reservation,  his  ministry  will 
be  effective  and  more  people  will  be  able 
to  learn  of  "the  love  of  Jesus  Christ." 


Grover  James 


Christ  UMC  cares 


Wesley’s  ‘society plan  ’  still  works 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

BETHEL  PARK,  Pa.  -  "Watching 
over  one  another  in  love”  made  good 
Christian  sense  to  John  Wesley.  In  fact,  it 
was  one  of  the  duties  of  his  early 
"Methodist  Societies.” 

So  it’s  possible  Mr.  Wesley  would  feel 
quite  at  home  today  at  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  where  four 
"societies”  are  busily  engaged  in 
watching  over  their  3,600  members. 

The  societies  —  named,  naturally, 
Aldersgate,  Epworth,  Bristol  and  Oxford 
—  are  not  four  “mini-churches”  which 
only  share  a  building.  But  they  are 
definitely  four  communities  when  it 
comes  to  nurture  and  fellowship,  says  the 
Rev.  William  B.  Grove,  senior  minister 
of  the  church.  And  they  have  made  it 
possible  for  members  to  meet  needs  — 
and  have  their  own  needs  met  —  in  ways 
few  large  congregations  can  do. 

On  paper,  the  "Society  Plan”  at  Christ 
Church  is  simple:  it  divides  this  large 
suburban  Pittsburgh  congregation  into 
four  societies,  each  society  into 
approximately  10  divisions  and  each 
division  into  neighborhood  groups.  One 
associate  pastor  becomes  the  pastor  of 
each  society,  which  also  has  its  own  lay 
leader  couple  and  laypersons  to  head 
each  of  the  smaller  structures. 

But  the  purpose  is  not  as  simple  as  it 
sounds,  Mr.  Grove  says:  it’s  to  give 
every  member  a  sense  of  belonging  and  a 
sense  of  responsibility  for  other 
members. 

To  do  that,  the  church  trains  society 
leaders  carefully  in  evangelism  and  new 
member  visitation  skills.  It  assigns 
every  new  member  to  a  society,  where  he 
or  she  is  immediately  a  part  of  a  caring 
community.  And  it  channels  the  news 
and  needs  of  the  total  church  through  the 
societies,  where  a  network  of  neighbors 
can  rally  one  another  into  action  or 
support.  It  encourages  retreats,  study 
courses  and  other  opportunities  for 
nurture  and  fellowship  within  the 
society. 

The  pastor  of  each  society  has  a  prime 
responsibility  to  members  of  his  or  her 
society  —  with  Mr.  Grove,  he  says, 
acting  as  "an  associate  pastor"  to  each. 
Vet  the  full  ministerial  staff  is  available 
to  the  total  congregation  as  needed  — 
and  the  church  program  is  carried  out 
church-wide.  There  is  only  one  Council 
on  Ministries,  one  Administrative  Board, 
one  commission  for  each  work  area,  with 
societies  feeding  in. 

The  longtime  success  of  the  "Society 
Plan,”  Mr.  Grove  warns,  hinges  partly 


on  knowing  what  the  plan  is  not.  It  is  not 
competitive  —  and  every  effort  is  made 
continuously  to  help  the  societies  see 
themselves  as  adjuncts  in  ministry,  not 
competitors.  And  it  is  not  a  program 
structure:  neither  church  school  classes 
nor  every  member  visitation  steward¬ 
ship  campaigns  are  set  up  along  society 
lines. 

"We  are  discovering  in  recent  years 
that  we  are  most  effective  as  a  church 
when  we  program  as  a  church,"  he  told 
TM/UMR,  "and  leave  to  the  societies  the 
things  they  do  best:  membership  and 
community  care." 

The  Society  Plan  was  the  brainchild  of 
the  Rev.  Harry  Peelor,  founder  and 
longtime  senior  pastor  at  Christ  Church, 
now  at  First  UMC,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 


ALLENTOWN,  Pa.  (UMC)  —  How 
would  you  like  to  return  to  school  at  age 
53  —  and  to  medical  school  at  that? 

After  20  years  as  a  United  Methodist 
missionary  in  Mexico,  the  Rev.  Robert 
H.  (Bob)  Conerly  will  go  to  Durham, 
N.C.,  to  enter  a  two-year  program  at 
Duke  University  Medical  School.  If  he 
can  stay  the  course,  he  will  emerge  as  a 
physician’s  assistant. 

"The  course  includes  nine  months  of 
science,  laboratory  work,  three  months 
of  surgery  and  two  months  of  gynecology 
and  pediatrics.  I’ll  be  working  on  the 
same  cadavers  as  the  med  students,” 
Mr.  Conerly  told  United  Methodist 
Communications  during  a  recent 
Missionary  Conference  here.  He  will  also 
get  more  clinical  training  than  most  med 
students. 

Upon  his  retufn  to  Mexico  he  will  be 
working  under  the  supervision  of  Baptist 
doctors  in  Guadalajara.  But  his  energies 
will  be  devoted  to  the  clinic  at  La  Vega, 
40  miles  outside  the  city. 

It  was  while  serving  as  pastor  of  the 
English-speaking  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Church  in  Guadalajara  and  doing  church 
extension  work  in  Western  Mexico  that 
Mr.  Conerly  began  organizing  medical 
and  social  work  to  benefit  people  in  the 
rural  areas  of  Jalisco  State. 

"Ten  years  ago  we  started  the  first 
family  planning  clinic  in  the  state,"  he 
noted.  "Now  the  government  is  doing 
that  all  over  the  country.  In  our  area  the 
women  walk  20  kilometers  to  get  a  three- 
month  supply  of  pills-.  This  enables  us  to 


Faced  with  "the  frustrations  of  trying  to 
meet  the  needs  of  2,500  members,"  Mr. 
Peelor  reminisced  recently  to  TM/UMR, 
he  made  several  discoveries  after  the 
plan  moved  into  full  gear:  (1)  "I  had 
been  trying  to  play  God  to  that 
congregation  and  probably  was  afraid  I 
would  lose  their  love  if  I  didn’t  try  to 
meet  all  their  needs.  I  didn’t  lose  it,  of 
course,  I  gained  more,  as  I  learned  to 
share  my  ministry  more  completely." 
(2)  "Clergy  continually  underestimate 
laypersons.  The  ministry  of  our  lay¬ 
persons  came  alive  under  the  Society 
Plan." 

Some  15  years  later,  that  ministry  is 
still  alive,  Mr.  Grove  says  —  though  the 
great  growth  spurt  which  the  Society 
Plan  helped  foster  has  levelled  off. 


give  them  periodic  checkups. 

Although  not  a  physician,  Mr.  Conerly 
discovered  two  cases  of  leprosy  and  one 
of  cancer  while  helping  in  the  clinic.  In 
the  20  square  mile  rural  area  served  by 
the  La  Vega  clinic  the  people  are  very 
poor  and  90  percent  have  never  seen  a 
doctor. 

Started  by  an  Alabaman  named  Helen 
Hill,  the  La  Vega  clinic  has  had  to  rely  on 
Mexican  and  U.S.  medical  and  dental 
students  who  donate  their  services  in 
exchange  for  clinical  experience. 

Mr.  Conerly  has  an  advantage  over 
these  visitors  because  he  and  his  wife, 
Beth,  have  worked  in  the  area  10  years 
and  people  know  them. 

"At  first  they  tried  to  kill  me  because  I 
was  a  Protestant,”  he  said.  "Now  I  am 
welcome  in  any  home  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  a  friend  of  mine,  said  we 
had  showed  them  what  it  meant  to  be  a 
Christian. 

"The  first  thing  we  built  in  La  Vega 
was  the  clinic.  The  second  was  an 
outhouse  to  show  the  use  of  a  pit  toilet, 
and  then  we  built  the  chapel,"  said  the 
missionary.  "The  world  is  tired  of  words. 
Poor,  ignorant  people  want  to  see  the 
love  of  God.  Then  they  will  listen  to  us." 

Beth  Conerly  and  the  local  pastor's 
wife  teach  cooking  and  improved 
nutrition.  They  brought  in  social  workers 
to  teach  baby  care,  hygiene  and  family 
planning.  The  people  are  now  improving 
their  homes  and  using  bottled  gas  for 
cooking. 


Missionary  to  learn  new 
medical  skills  at  age  53 
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TYsex  found  more  but  less 

Survey  says  sex  less  explicit  but  more  of  it 


TORONTO,  Ont.  (RNS)  -  Sex  on 
American  commercial  television  is  more 
often  implied  than  explicit  and  there  was 
more  of  it  this  year,  according  to  a  new 
study  just  released. 

The  study,  released  during  the 
American  Psychological  Association’s 
meeting  here,  was  commissioned  by  the 
American  Medical  Association  and  four 
Protestant  groups,  including  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

According  to  the  survey,  "flirtatious  or 
seductive  behavior  nearly  quadrupled" 
from  1975  to  1977,  and  "sexual  innuendos 
(verbal  suggestiveness)  increased  more 
than  five-fold.” 

"This  light  comical  presentation  of  sex 
leads  one  to  believe  that  television 
officials  think  human  sexuality  a 
disturbing  topic  which  is  least  offensive 
when  treated  in  a  humorous  way,"  the 
researchers  say.  “Yet  it  is  just  this  kind 
of  biased  portrayal  via  flippantly 
seductive  behaviors  and  offhanded,  off¬ 
color  comments  which  may  have  a 
profound  impact  on  the  emerging  sexual 
attitudes  and  behaviors  of  young 
viewers.” 

Entitled  "Sex  on  TV:  A  Content 
Analysis  of  the  1977  Season,”  the  study 
was  prepared  by  L.  Theresa  Silverman, 
Joyce  N.  Sprafkin  and  Eli  A.  Rubinstein 
of  the  Long  Island  Research  Institute  and 
the  State  University  of  New  York  (Stony 
Brook). 

Sixty-four  programs  aired  by  the  three 
commercial  networks  between  8  p.m. 
and  11  p.m.  during  the  week  of  Oct.  19, 
1977,  were  video-taped  and  monitored. 
The  programs  were  rated  on  the  basis  of 
12  categories  of  physical  contact  and 
sexual  behavior  and  11  categories  Of 
"discouraged  sexual  practices.” 

"The  major  finding”  the  report  says, 
"is  that  there  was  far  less  overt  ‘sex' 
presented  on  prime-time  television  in  the 
1977-78  season  than  might  have  been 
expected  from  all  the  talk  about  it.” 

However,  verbal  or  other  allusions  to 
discouraged  sexual  contacts,  "those 
sexual  behaviors  which  are  socially 
unacceptable  due  to  the  choice  of  an 
inappropriate  partner"  were  seen  nearly 
once  every  programming  hour. 

Networks  follow  agreement 
The  study  found  that  there  is  "some 
indication”  that  the  networks  are 
adhering  to  the  Family  Viewing  Time 
agreement  which  would  rid  the  early 
programming  hours  of  sexual  and  violent 
content.  The  report  says  that  references 
to  the  "discouraged  sexual  contacts" 
increased  five-fold  between  the  8-9  p.m. 
and  9-11  p.m.  time-slots.  Aggression  also 
increased  from  the  early  hours  to  the  late 
hours,  the  authors  say. 

However,  the  same  is  not  true  “for  the 
more  socially  acceptable  sexual 
behaviors,”  it  says.  References  to 
heterosexual  intercourse,  suggestive¬ 
ness  and  such  categories  as  kissing, 


hugging  and  affectionate  touching  were 
similar  in  both  time  slots. 

The  industry  term  for  innuendo, 
suggestiveness  and  the  tendency  toward 
scantily  clad,  attractive  females  (often 
with  bouncing  breasts)  is  "jiggly  sex," 
according  to  the  authors.  These 
references  just  pass  muster  with  the 
"program  standards”  censors,  but  still 
titillate  viewers. 

Claims  of  sex  role  stereotyping  on  TV 
are  substantiated,  the  report  says.  The 
researchers  state,  "It  is  undeniable  that 
a  greater  percentage  of  a  female  TV 
character’s  actions  are  sexually  oriented 
than  is  the  case  for  a  male  TV  character 
,  female  characters  engage  in  double 
the  proportion  of  flirtatious  or  seductive 
behaviors  (68  percent)  than  their  sample 
representation  (32  percent)  warrants." 

Of  the  suggestive  approach  to  sex,  the 
report  says,  "Such  sexual  portrayals  are 
simultaneously  light-hearted  and  empty- 
headed,  and  while  the  American  TV- 
viewing  public  has  never  been 
characterized  as  particularly  high-brow, 
at  least  some  of  those  who  are  objecting 


ABERDEEN,  S.D.  —  'independent  — 
Courageous  —  Stubborn”  is  a  recently 
completed  study  of  the  small 
membership  church  in  North  Dakota 
developed  over  a  two  year  period  by  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Dakotas 
Area  program  staff. 

The  indepth  study  by  the  Rev.  Bruce 
Ough,  associate  program  director  here, 
is  a  major  attempt  to  focus  attention  on 
small  membership  churches  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  the  resources  and 
assistance  that  will  strengthen  them. 

The  American  congregation  is 
basically  a  church  of  a  few  members 
with  the  characteristics  of  an  extended 
family,  the  study  reports.  In  addition  well 
over  one-half  of  the  churches  in  major 
denominations  are  small  membership 
churches,  and  they  are  usually  located  in 
small  communities. 

Mr.  Ough  determined  seven  basic 
characteristics  of  small  membership 
United  Methodist  churches  in  North 
Dakota. 

(1)  Small  is  the  key  word  in  describing 
the  congregation’s  size  as  well  as  the 
community. 

(2)  The  small  membership  church,  by 
virtue  of  its  smallness,  has  an  inherently 
deeper  appreciation  for  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  community. 

(.3)  The  small  membership  church  in 
North  Dakota  cannot  be  fully  understood 
or  assessed  apart  from  a  thorough 
understanding  of  the  historical  and 


to  sex  on  TV  may  be  reacting  to  the 
singularly  humorous  context  in  which 
such  topics  are  making  their  television 
debut.” 

The  authors  said  they  want  to  complete 
soon  a  study  of  audience  reaction  to  the 
programs  surveyed.  Then,  they  say,  "We 
hope  to  have  some  answers  .  .  .  about 
what  aspects  of  TV's  sexual  portrayals 
are  objectionable  to  what  kinds  of  TV 
viewers.” 

More  study  must  be  done  on  the  effects 
of  sexual  suggestiveness  on  children,  the 
authors  state.  Until  then,  they  admit, 
"We  don’t  know  at  what  ages  and  how 
much  children  understand  of  the 
suggestive  behaviors,  innuendos,  verbal 
references  and  situationally  implied 
sexual  behaviors  TV  currently  offers. 

"We  have  no  idea  what  kind  of 
confusions  are  provoked,  what  kinds  of 
attitudes  are  fostered,  what  types  of 
behaviors  are  valued  and/or  mimicked, 
and  what  kinds  of  lifestyles  are 
vicariously  accepted  or  ridiculed 
because  of  the  televised  sex  children  can 
currently  sample.” 


sociological  themes  characteristic  of 
North  Dakota's  historical  and  cultural 
development. 

(4)  The  respective  histories  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  and 
Methodist  branches  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  North  Dakota  are  filled 
with  accounts  of  how  the  churches  have 
adapted  their  organization  and  resources 
to  spread  the  Gospel.  The  individual 
congregation  cannot  be  fully  understood 
apart  from  this  tradition. 

(5)  The  small  membership  church  has 
always  been  a  central  feature  of  the 
changing  frontier  in  North  Dakota.  The 
church  is  permanently  stamped  with  the 
frontier  traits  of  individualism,  stub¬ 
bornness  and  resourcefulness. 

(6)  Many  small  membership  churches 
in  North  Dakota  now  find  themeselves  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  critical  crises  of 
their  histories  —  crises  of  membership, 
leadership,  image  and  purpose. 

(7)  A  viable  small  congregation  cannot 
be  defined  by  statistics  alone. 

The  genius  of  the  small  church  is  the 
primary  relationship  its  members  have 
with  one  another,  Mr.  Ough  says. 
Everyone  knows,  or  knows  about 
everyone  else.  Human  relations  are  the 
stuff  of  the  small  chufch.  The  essential 
characteristic  of  the  small  church  is  the 
capacity  to  know  and  care  about  others. 
Theology  is  lived  here,  not  discussed,  he 
says. 


Small  member  church 
study  offers  assistance 


Why  should 
be  a  punt 


It’s  supposed  to  be  rewarding. 


If  being  “put  out  to  pasture”  fills  you  with 
dread,  we  have  good  news.  You  can  be  in  control 
of  those  years.  They  can  be  the  most  fruitful 
and  gratifying  of  your  life.  It’s  up  to  you. 

Perhaps  you’ve  dreamed  of  time  with 
family  and  friends.  Or  time  to  golf,  garden  or  fish. 

But  maybe  you’re  like  the  pastor  who  said: 
“I  will  not  rust  out,  I  want  to  burn  out.”  You 
can  go  on  to  exercise  your  best  skills  without 
the  pressure  of  money  worries. 

Whatever  you  choose,  the  secret  is  in  the 
planning.  Ironically,  most  ministers  never  plan 
at  all.  That's  why  we  urge  you  to  send  for 
our  free  report  on  clergy  attitudes  and  options 
in  retirement. 


i 


I  see  your  point.  Please  send  me _ copies  of 

your  report  on  attitudes  and  options  in  retirement. 

Mail  to  Ministers  Life,  Dept.  J 
Ministers  Life  Building 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55416 
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By  REV.  JOHN  G.  HAMILTON 

When  he  cried  in  front  of  photographers,  Ed 
Muskie’s  campaign  ended  in  a  puddle  of 
tears.  Tom  Eagleton  suffered  a  similar  fate 
when  it  was  discovered  that  he,  too,  was  a 
weakling;  he  sometimes  got  depressed.  Both 
of  these  men  functioned  well  back  in  the  U.  S. 
Senate. 

The  point  is,  in  the  U.S.A.,  we  don’t  like  cry¬ 
babies,  pansies,  sissies,  momma’s  boys, 
chickens,  or  scaredy-cats.  We  teach  our  boys 
to  cut  the  apron  strings,  keep  a  stiff  upper  lip, 
be  strong  and  tough  it  out.  It’s  the  way  we 
prepare  them  to  take  a  man’s  place  in  the 
world. 

Herb  Goldberg,  a  psychologist  at  California 
State  University,  tells  of  a  young  man  who 
came  to  him  for  counseling.  He  had  been 
taught  that  big  boys  don’t  cry:  ‘‘When  I  was 
12  years  old,  my  father  mocked  me  one  time.  I 
consciously  made  a  decision  right  then  and 
there  that  I  would  never  cry  again.  And  I  kept 
it,  too,  for  years.  Then  I  realized  crying  is 
good  and  that  men  need  to  cry  too,  but  I 
couldn’t  do  it  anymore.  I’ve  been  trying  to 
learn  to  cry  ever  since.  The  same  goes  for 


other  feelings.  It  is  hard  for  me  to  experience 
them  most  of  the  time.” 

Another  example  of  male  fear  of 
dependency  is  mine.  I  used  to  think  shyness 
was  the  reason  I  regularly  drove  past  gas 
station  after  gas  station  rather  than  stop  to 
ask  directions  when  I  was  lost.  Now  I  think 
this  is  a  typical  male  stunt,  being  afraid  to  ask 
for  help.  We  don’t  want  to  seem  dependent  on 
anyone.  ‘‘God  helps  those  who  help 
themselves,  fellas.”  So  I  spend  20  minutes 
looking  for  the  canned  mushrooms  before  I’ll 
ask  a  grocery  clerk  where  they’re  stocked. 

This  male  rigidity  shows  up  in  other  ways, 
too.  Men,  when  was  the  last  time  you  hugged 
a  buddy?  Or  a  male  relative?  Unless  you  win 
the  World  Series  or  score  in  the  Super  Bowl 
you  can’t  do  these  things.  Or  can  you? 

Keep  emotions  under  control.  Don’t  reach 
out  to  others,  especially  physically.  That’s 
where  most  of  us  men  are.  But  we  are  paying 
a  price  for  that  stiff  lip  stuff. 

Men  die  from  almost  every  major  disease 
at  a  significantly  higher  rate  than  do  women. 
Males  are  four  to  five  times  more  likely  to  die 
from  respiratory  disease  than  females.  Men 


lead  the  way  in  deaths  from  hypertension, 
pneumonia,  influenza  and  arteriosclerosis. 
Death  rates  for  heart  disease  and  cirrhosis  of 
the  liver  are  twice  as  high  for  men. 

We’re  dropping  like  flies  and  we  don’t  even 
know  it.  Women  complain  and  go  to  the 
doctors  more  often  than  we  do.  Yet  they 
regularly  outlive  us  by  nearly  eight  years. 

Christian  men  fall  into  the  same  pattern  as 
do  non-Christians.  There  is  little  room  in  this 
hairy-chested  world  for  a  few  tears  or  warm 
embraces.  How  can  we  change? 

Let’s  remember  that  Jesus  Christ  was  no  $6 
million  dollar  man.  He  broke  down  in  tears  at 
the  thought  of  having  to  go  to  the  cross.  He 
healed  the  sick  by  touching  them.  He  walked 
away  from  fights.  He  cried  in  public.  He 
cuddled  children. 

The  Bible  is  full  of  crying  prophets,  weak- 
kneed  warriors  who  depended  on  the  Lord  for 
strength,  and  saints  who  chose  servanthood 
over  success.  So  developing  these  values 
within  our  own  rigid  conditioning,  Goldberg 
gives  us  other  suggestions : 

1.  Listen  to  the  message  your  body  is  sending 
you.  It  is  not  unmanly  to  miss  a  day  of 


work  due  to  illness. 

2.  Learn  to  enjoy  a  healthy  passivity.  Take  a 
nap  when  you  are  tired. 

3.  Develop  some  friendships  with  other  men 
that  are  deep  and  supportive.  Try  to  relate 
beyond  mere  talking  shop. 

4.  Attend  a  men’s  group  in  your  church.  Use 
this  time  to  encourage  each  other. 

These  are  his  ways  of  “getting  in  touch” 
with  ourselves.  I  join  him  in  this.  I  wait  for  the 
day  when  we  cry  about  dropping  bombs  on 
innocents;  I  want  to  see  grown  men  jump  up 
and  down  because  the  souffle  didn’t  fall. 

Just  once  I  would  like  to  see  Kojak  crying 
on  Crocker’s  shoulder  because  he’s  scared  of 
bullets.  It  wouldn’t  be  much.  But  it  would  be  a 
beginning. 


Editor's  Note:  Rev.  Hamilton  is  pastor  of 
Bethany  UMC,  Ellicott  City,  Md.  His  article 
first  appeared  in  the  Bethany  “ Broadcast , 
the  church  newsletter,  and  later  in  the 
Baltimore  Conference  paper.  It  was  reprinted 
for  your  interest. 
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Perkins  School  Of  Theology 


Women’s  Week  Open  To  All 


Dr.  David  E.  Mason  (left  to  right),  Dan  Diamond, 
Jennifer  Jones  and  Dr.  Ed  Homrighausen  discuss 


the  script  for  the  first  showing  of 
Together.” 


‘Forward 


‘‘Committed  to  Change”  will  be  the 
theme  of  the  4th  annual  Women’s  Week 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas, 
scheduled  for  Sept.  25-29. 

The  annual  event,  which  is  open  to  all 
men  and  women,  students, 
alumnae/alumni,  spouses,  staff,  faculty, 
and  other  laypersons,  will  provide  an 
opportunity  for  hearing,  study  and 
reflection  through  lectures,  colloquiums, 
seminars,  discussion  periods,  worship 
and  times  for  fellowship. 

Women’s  Week  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  on 
Monday,  Sept.  25.  For  additional 
information  and  a  complete  program  on 
Women’s  Week  '78,  interested  persons 
should  write  Ms.  Dixie  Robertson, 
Chairperson,  Women’s  Week  ’78,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 


Dr.  Margaret  A.  Farley,  R.S.M., 
Associate  Professor  of  Ethics  at  Yale 
Divinity  School  since  1971,  will  present 
two  lectures  on  the  overall  theme.  Dr. 
Farley  will  present  the  opening  lecture  of 
the  week  on  Monday,  Sept.  25,  at  l  p.m. 
Her  lecture  will  be  entitled  “New 
Patterns  of  Relationship:  Norms  of 
Justice  and  Love.” 

Dr.  Farley’s  second  lecture  on 
Tuesday  at  1  p.m.  will  be  entitled 
“Patterns  of  Relationship  With  the 
Church:  Unresolved  Questions.”  The 
author  of  numerous  articles  on  the  ethics 
of  commitment  as  well  as  on  sexual 
ethics  and  women  in  religion.  Dr.  Farley 
was  editor  and  principal  writer  of  “The 
Status  and  Roles  of  Women:  Another 
Perspective,”  given  the  1976 
leadership  conference  of  Women 
Religious. 

Dr.  Beverly  Jean  Harrison,  Associate 


Professor  of  Christian  Ethics,  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  will  present  her 
article,  “The  New  Consciousness  of 
Women:  A  Socio-Political  Resource,”  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  26, 7  p.m.,  and  will  lecture 
on  Wednesday,  Sept.  27,  11  a  m.,  on 
“Dynamics  of  Power  in  Church  and 
Society.”  Dr.  Harrison  has  authored 
many  articles  on  ethics  and  women  in 
religion,  including  “Sexism  in  the 
Churches:  When  Evasion  Becomes 
Complicity,”  “Some  Problems  for 
Normative  Christian  Family  Ethics,” 
and  “Theological  Reflection  and  the 
Struggle  for  Human  Liberation.  ”  She  has 
lectured  throughout  the  United  States 
and  will  be  featured  lecturer  at  the 
Consultation  of  United  Methodist  Clergy 
Women,  Jan.  ^2  5,  1979,  at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

No  guest  housing  is  available  on 
campus  due  to  enrollment  at  SMU. 


TV  Program  Has  New  Twist 


Leon  Soniat,  a  Methodist  layman  and  former 
state  legislator,  will  be  helping  with  the 
production  of  a  new  kind  of  religious  TV  program, 
“Forward  Together,”  to  debut  in  New  Orleans  on 
WVUE-TV  (Channel  8)  Sunday,  Sept.  17,  at  8 a.m. 

The  program  will  follow  a  “news-magazine” 
format  and  is  designed  to  be  viewed  before  church 
on  Sunday  morning.  It  will  include  international, 
national  and  local  religious  news. 

Anchorman  for  the  program  is  Dr.  David  E. 


Mason  of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches,  which  is  sponsoring  the  show.  Pastor 
Ed  Homrighausen  of  Gloria  Dei  Lutheran  Church 
will  handle  interviews  with  local  celebrities  about 
their  spiritual  experiences  and  will  also  work  with 
features  filmed  on  location  with  various  church 
projects. 

Soniat  will  be  in  charge  of  a  special  segment  of 
the  show  which  highlights  various  churches  in  the 
area.  Soniat  has  worked  professionally  in 
television  for  many  years. 


Mrs .  Ruth  Carter  Authors 
Book  A  bout  Methodists 


Mrs.  Ruth  G.  Carter  of  New  Orleans  is 
one  of  five  women  authors  of  a  new 
literary  work  entitled  “To  A  Higher 
Glory,”  depicting  the  growth  and 
development  of  black  women  organized 


Methodist  Women’s  Meet  Kicks  Off  Friday 


By  DORIS  DARDEN 
Publicity  Chairman  for 
UMW  Conference 
About  600  delegates  from  churches 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  are 
expected  to  meet  in  Baton  Rouge  next 
Friday  for  the  annual  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Conference. 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan,  of  Baton 


Rouge,  will  be  the  chairperson  of  the  task 
force  at  the  meet. 

According  to  Mrs.  McGowan, 
delegates  will  gather  in  small  groups 
Friday  afternoon  to  discuss  the  current 
two-year  goal  on  personal  commitment. 

A  Louisiana  Conference  team-clergy 
couple,  Reverends  Randall  and  Nancy 
Gammill,  of  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  leading 
several  unique  worship  services. 


“Women  of  Faith  in  Dialogue"  will  be 
one  of  their  topics. 

Rev.  Randall  Gammill  currently 
serves  as  a  district  camping  director. 
Rev.  Nancy  Gammill,  who  is  on 
honorable  location  due  to  the  birth  of  her 
son,  does  workshops  and  educational 
consultant  work  with  churches.  She  has 
written  curriculum  and  other  articles  for 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
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for  mission  in  the  Methodist  Church,  1940 
through  1968. 

Mrs.  Carter  served  as  president  of  the 
Women’s  Society  for  Christian  Service  of 
the  former  Methodist  Central 
Jurisdiction  from  1948  to  1957.  She  is  the 
widow  of  Dr.  George  W.  Carter  Jr., 
former  pastor  of  First  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  and  a  former  New 
Orleans  District  superintendent. 

The  153-page  book  is  available  through 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  United 
Methodist  Church,  7820  Reading  Road, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  book  was  introduced  at  a  recent 
national  assembly  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisville,  Ky.  It  was  co¬ 
authored  by  Mrs.  Willa  Curry,  Rockhill, 
S.C.;  Mrs.  Mai  H.  Gray,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  Mrs.  Thelma  McCallum,  Chicago; 
and  Mrs.  Emma  Wilson  Strother, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Ruth  Carter 


Around  The  Conference 


Persons  interested  in  United 
Methodist  History  should  make  plans  to 
attend  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Workshop  on  Archives  and  History  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  Oct.  6  through  7  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

A  registration  fee  of  $5  should  be  sent 
to  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  executive 
director,  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
United  Methodist  Church,  4209  N.  W. 
23rd,  Oklahoma  Cityj  Okla.  73107.  Make 
checks  payable  to  South  Central 
Jurisdiction.  He  can  also  provide  you 
with  more  information  about  the  meet. 

Chairpersons  and  local  church 
committees  on  records  and  history, 
pastors,  members  of  state  historical 
societies,  teachers  of  history  and  other 
interested  persons  are  encouraged  to 
attend. 

Rev.  James  Christie,  Louisiana 
Conference  chairperson  on  Commission 
of  Archives  and  History,  will  be  one  of 
the  workshop  leaders. 


House  Dedicated 

i  MARION  —  On  Sunday,  Aug.  27,  the 


Plan  To  Attend  Archives,  History  Workshop 


Marion  UMC  dedicated  its  parsonage 
with  the  Rev.  Bob  Peyton,  Ruston 
District  Superintendent,  speaking  at 
the  ceremony.  An  open  house  was  held 
at  the  parsonage  after  a  covered-dish 
luncheon  at  the  church. 

Missionary  To  Speak 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Mrs.  Elisabeth 
Elliot,  world  famous  missionary, 
speaker  and  author,  will  be  speaking  at 
the  third  annual  Christian  Women’s 
Luncheon,  sponsored  by  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches, 
Sept.  28,  Thursday,  at  noon  in  the  Mardi 
Gras  Ballroom  of  the  Marriott. 

Tickets,  $9  each  or  $90  for  a  reserved 
table  for  10,  are  being  sold  through  the 
Federation  of  Churches,  332  Carondelet 
St.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70130,  and  New 
Orleans  churches.  Reservations  must 
be  in  by  Sept.  20. 

This  annual  luncheon  for  both 
Protestant  and  Catholic  women  is  a 
highlight  of  the  church  year,  according 
to  Mrs.  Janet  Renaudin,  committee 
chairman  for  the  event. 


Education  Week  Set 

Sept.  24  is  Christian  Education 
Sunday  and  the  week  that  follows  has 
been  designated  “Christian  Education 
Week.”  This  is  the  time  set  apart  for 
concentrating  on  the  work  and  ministry 
of  the  Church  School  and  other 
emphasis  on  the  various  types  of 
teaching  ministry  in  the  local  church. 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  paid 
tribute  to  its  pastor,  Rev.  James  A. 
Smith,  for  his  outstanding  work  and 
loyalty  he  has  given  for  the  past  20 
years.  The  Methodist  Men  presented 
him  with  a  20-year  plaque  and  the 
church  presented  him  with  a  check  for 
$856. 


Church  School’s  Success 


LAFAYETTE  —  Approximately  37 
children  attended  the  recent  Davidson 
Memorial  Vacation  Church  School.  The 
children  participated  in  a  trash  clean¬ 
up  campaign,  a  kindergarten  cookie 
sale,  study  periods  and  a  picnic.  An 


offering  of  $67.14  was  collected  for 
Muscular  Dystrophy.  The  highlight  of 
the  week  was  a  family  potluck  dinner 
and  a  presentation  by  the  children, 
according  to  Mrs.  Jerrie  Thibodeaux, 
coordinator  of  the  school. 


Center  Names  Coordinator 


James  Smith 

Serving  20  Years 

CLINTON  -  On  Sunday,  Aug.  20, 


Dr.  Jim  Hengstenberg  has  been 
appointed  to  the  newly-created  position 
of  projects  coordinator  for  the  Baton 
Rouge  Crisis  Intervention  Center. 

An  ordained  United  Methodist 
minister,  Dr.  Hengstenberg  formerly 
served  as  minister  of  pastoral  care  and 
education  at  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette. 

As  projects  coordinator  for  the 
center,  he  will  be  responsible  for 
coordinating  the  center’s  three  major 
programs :  the  24-hour  crisis  counseling 
telephone  line;  the  Suicide-Outreach 
Project;  and  the  “Gatekeepers 


Project,”  which  provides  such 
community  “gatekeepers”  as 
bartenders,  hotel/motel  employees, 
taxi  drivers,  and  beauticians  with 
materials,  support  and  education  for 
meaningful  interventions  with  people  in 
crisis. 

Dr.  Hengstenberg  will  also  assist  in 
the  Center’s  training  and  supervision 
programs  for  volunteers,  who  are 
continually  being  recruited  and 
trained. 

Concerned  persons  who  are 
interested  in  a  challenging  and 
rewarding  place  to  invest  spare-time 


Jim  Hengstenberg 

energies  are  encouraged  to  call  the 
Crisis  Intervention  Office  at  344-0319,  to 
obtain  more  information.  j 
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Church  charged  with  lost  sheep 


“What  will  a  man  do  who  has  one 
hundred  sheep  and  one  of  them  gets 
lost?”  Jesus  asks  in  Matthew  18:12.  "He 
will  leave  the  other  99  grazing  on  the 
hillside  and  will  go  to  look  for  the  lost 
sheep." 

Amid  all  the  human  inadequacies  we 
bring  to  our  attempts  as  a  church  at 
Christian  ministry  and  mission,  it  is 
worthwhile  occasionally  to  take  note  of 
our  call  to  save  the  "lost  sheep." 

In  a  world  which  often  is  more 
concerned  with  "the  99,"  the  church 
sometimes  sparkles  in  its  committed 
search  for  the  single  stray. 

A  case  in  point  is  Boy's  Ranch  of  the 
Methodist  Home  near  Waco,  Texas  (see 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  The  Boys’ 
Ranch  —  operated  by  the  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico  —  takes  in  socially 
maladjusted,  troubled  teenage  boys. 

Its  program  is  unique  because  it  is 
designed  for  an  age  group  most  child 
care  agencies  have  given  up  on,  in  favor 
of  younger  children  they  feel  are  easier 
to  help.  Its  program  also  is  unique 
because  for  six  years  it  has  maintained 
phenomenal  success  at  helping  these 
same  boys  turn  their  lives  around. 


In  the  eyes  of  non-Christians,  the 
program  is  undoubtedly  curious.  The 
church  has  invested  thousands  of  dollars, 
maintains  a  2,000-acre  ranch,  and  owns  a 
herd  of  cattle  worth  half  a  million 
dollars,  all  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
difference  to  32  boys  each  year. 

Such  a  project  cannot  be  defended  with 
an  economic  rationale.  Hard  realities 
might  tell  a  secular  agency  that  it  should 
forget  the  "basket  cases"  and 
concentrate  its  efforts  on  helping  those 
who  are  more  easily  helped. 
Nevertheless,  the  church  is  there, 
putting  its  efforts  and  time  and  money 
into  helping  32  boys  everyone  else  has 
given  up  on  —  “In  just  the  same  way 
your  Father  in  heaven  does  not  want  any 
of  His  little  ones  to  be  lost." 

This  unique  quality  of  Christ’s  mission 
through  the  church  is  worth  our 
reflection  when  the  oft-asked  question 
arises:  What  is  the  church  doing  that 
isn’t  already  being  done  by  social 
welfare  agencies? 

The  church  does  make  a  difference  — 
in  Waco,  Texas  and  in  outreach  projects 
of  love  and  compassion  around  the  world, 
every  day. 


Refugees  face  life,  death  battle 


IT  W0RRIB  ME 
THAT  40  MANY 
FLPERLV  PEOPLE 
ARE  LOUtH  ANP 
fOROOTTEN 
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Here  I  Stand 


Controversial  issues  provide 
opportunity  to  find  God’s  will 


Mr.  Caldwell 
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I U  60  P0WN  TO 
THE  TENNIS  COURT 
ANP  SEE  HOW  MANY 
I  CAN  FIN  P 


By  GILBERT  H.  CALDWELL 

United  Methodists  have  taken  sides  on 
a  number  of  controversial  issues  this 
summer.  Three  of  these  issues  have 
provoked  much  dialogue  and  debate  and 
caused  much  dissension  and  division 
among  us.  I  speak  of:  (1)  The  re¬ 
appointment  of  an  avowed  homosexual  to 
a  church  within  the  New  York 
Conference;  (2)  The  decision  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  declare  that  authentic 
majority  rule  in  Zimbabwe  (Rhodesia) 
can  occur  only  when  all  participants 
share  in  the  planning  for  a  "new"  nation; 
(3)  The  financial  grant  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  to  the  "Patriotic 
Front”  of  Zimbabwe. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  debate  by 
United  Methodists  on  these  issues 
suggest  that  we  have  great  difficulty  in 
accepting  and  believing  the  words  of  the 
hymn,  "...  new  occasions  teach  new 
duties."  We  do  not  want  to  believe  that 
we  are  at  a  new  place  and  time  in  God’s 
glorious  history.  It  appears  that  any 
deviation  from  the  past  represents 
heresy  for  many  of  us.  We  seem  to  forget 
that  we,  as  United  Methodists,  are  a 


living  embodiment  of  a  challenge  to  the 
status  quo  that  was  called  the  Protestant 
Reformation.  We  seem,  in  our  debate,  to 
be  shirking  some  magnificent  new 
opportunities  to  discover  God’s  will  for 
our  time. 

ON  HOMOSEXUALITY:  It  is 
surprising  that  for  a  church  that  has  said 
so  very  little  on  sex  and  sexuality,  there 
are  so  many  persons  who  are  so 
convinced  that  God  would  have  them 
condemn  those  whose  sexual  orientation 
is  homosexual.  We  have  been  reluctant  to 
affirm  joyfully  God’s  gift  of  sexual 
expression  and  sexuality  to  all  of  us.  Yet, 
some  of  us  are  quick  and  eager  to 
condemn  a  particular  form  of  that 
expression.  Suppose  we  devoted  our 
concern  and  energy  toward  discovering 
the  quality  of  sexual  expression  of  all 
United  Methodists  of  every  orientation? 
There  is  the  possibility  that  we  would 
begin  to  help  United  Methodist  singles 
and  husbands  and  wives  grapple  with  the 
sexual  exploitation,  inhibition,  loneli¬ 
ness,  repression  and  emptiness  that  are 
experienced  and  accepted  unnecessarily 
by  so  many  of  God’s  people. 


The  recent  deaths  of  34  men,  women 
and  children  wh#n  their  small  boat 
capsized  after  they  were  refused  asylum 
in  Malaysia  serves  to  further  dramatize 
the  life  and  death  situation  of  Indo- 
Chinese  refugees. 

Such  incidents  occur  almost  weekly  — 
too  often  to  make  the  front  pages  or  even 
the  back  sections  of  most  American 
newspapers— as  thousands  of  human 
beings  try  desperately  to  escape  the  war 
and  hardship  of  that  troubled  part  of  the 
world. 

In  Thailand  alone,  110,000  refugees  sit 
in  cramped  resettlement  camps  awaiting 
some  word  of  a  possible  new  life  and  140 
new  refugees  a  day  leave  the  shores  of 
Cambodia  and  Vietnam  in  small  boats  in 
search  of  a  new  home,  somewhere. 

For  many  of  the  refugees  there 
ultimately  may  be  no  satisfactory 
solution  to  their  plight.  For  others. 


however,  the  helping  hand  of  United 
Methodism  and  other  American 
churches  can  make  a  significant 
difference. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  ( UMCOR)  has  agreed  to  help  1,500 
refugees  resettle  in  the  United  States. 
But  for  this  resettlement  to  be  possible, 
local  churches  must  be  found  which  are 
willing  to  become  sponsors  for  the 
families. 

At  the  present,  UMCOR  desperately 
needs  370  local  congregations  willing  to 
take  part  in  this  ministry  of  love  and 
compassion.  We  urge  each  local  church 
to  consider  the  need  and  respond  in 
Christian  love. 

Complete  details  are  available  from: 
UMCOR,  Room  1470,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  New  York,  10027. 
Telephone:  212-678-6283. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


ERA  views  shared  by  readers 


Copy  machine  use  can  be  theft 


When  is  theft  not  really  theft? 

If  the  recent  comments  of  the  editor  of 
a  magazine  published  by  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America  are  accurate,  theft 
seems  to  go  unnoticed  by  many 
churchpersons  involved  in  “stealing" 
copyrighted  material  for  use  in  the 
church. 

He  points  out  that  he  has  found  that 
many  local  churches  in  his  denomination 
use  photocopy  machines  to  save  money. 
Instead  of  buying  enough  sheet  music  for 
the  choir,  one  sheet  is  purchased  and 
duplicated.  Articles  and  cartoons  clipped 
from  magazines  are  reprinted  without 
permission.  Lectures  are  sometimes 
even  taped  without  the  speakers’  permis¬ 
sion  and  used  in  church  school. 

It  is  aptly  pointed  out  that  such  activity 
is  no  less  a  matter  of  theft,  just  because 


it’s  being  done  to  "help”  the  church. 

If  our  past  observations  hold  true,  we 
doubt  that  the  problem  of  copyright 
"theft”  is  limited  to  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America  or  any  other  church. 
It  is  a  kind  of  unethical  activity  many 
persons  take  part  in  without  thinking  — 
United  Methodists  among  them. 

During  the  next  few  months,  with  fall 
church  activities  and  the  approach  of 
Christmas,  Christians  need  especially  to 
be  aware  of  this  problem  and  not  only 
refrain  from  taking  part  but  point  out  to 
others  when  copyrights  are  being 
violated. 

It  may  seem  like  a  small  thing  to  some 
persons,  but  the  honoring  of  copyrights  is 
an  important  witness  to  what  the  church 
stands  for  in  the  world. 


TM/UMR  welcomes  local  church  editions 


TM/UMR  welcomes  four  new  local 
church  editions. 

With  this  issue,  about  400  subscriber- 
families  at  Aurora  UMC  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  and  about  250  subscriber- 
families  at  Christ  UMC  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  (both  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference),  begin  receiving  local 
editions  of  TM/UMR. 

With  the  Sept.  8  issue,  about  150 
subscriber-families  at  Central  UMC  in 
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Sacramento,  California  (California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference)  and  about 
300  subscriber-families  at  St.  Paul  UMC 
in  Tulsa.  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference)  began  receiving  local 
church  editions  of  TM/UMR. 

Each  week  subscribers  in  these 
churches  will  receive  newspapers  with 
their  own  local  church  news  printed  on 
the  front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  subscribers  we  say 
"Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  newspaper  informative  and 
will  join  with  our  other  readers  across 
the  church  in  providing  feedback  via 
"Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  we  say 
again:  "Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  ( The  United  Methodist  Reporter)  ” 


To  the  Editor  : 

Much  did  I  appreciate  the  space  given 
to  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  in  the 
September  1  issue  of  TM/UMR, 
especially  the  equal  space  given  to  the 
proponents  and  opponents  of  the 
amendment. 

I  am  a  proponent  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  —  as  are  the  majority  of 
Americans  as  indicated  by  reputable 
polls.  (The  June  Gallop  Poll  indicates 
that  Americans  support  ERA  by  58 
percent  to  31  percent.  The  June  Harris 
Poll  found  support  by  55  percent  to  38 
percent. )  Only  a  few  are  against  the  con¬ 
cept  that  “Equality  of  Rights  under  the 
law  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the 
United  States  or  by  any  state  on  account 
of  sex.” 

I  am  also  a  proponent  of  extension 
(which  has  already  passed  the  U.S. 
House).  Since  the  year  limitation  is  not 
included  in  the  “text”  of  the  amendment, 
but  in  the  preamble,  authorities  have 
agreed  on  the  constitutionality  of 
extension.  That  in  itself  leaves  it  open  for 
debate  and  alteration. 

It  seems  to  me  that  much  of  the  anti- 
ERA  material  is  emotional  rather  than 
rational  in  appeal.  For  example,  females 
can  certainly  be  drafted  if  ERA  passes. 
However,  under  present  law  there  are 
already  "provisions”  for  drafting 
females  into  the  military  services. 

We  need  to  use  sound  logic  in 
understanding  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  just  as  was  necessary  with 
those  who  sought  to  understand  racial 
and  civil  rights  legislation.  Equality  of 
rights  for  all  persons  will  definitely  mean 
an  alteration  of  values  and  lifestyles,  but 
inequality  of  rights  for  some  seems 
totally  un-Christian  and  out-of-character 
for  a  loving  and  redemptive  fellowship. 

I  encourage  openness,  study,  and 
prayer  for  this  amendment. 

Bob  Younts 
Duncan,  Oklahoma 

Howie  article  backed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  upset  because  the  majority  vote 
of  United  Methodism  was  "yes”  for 
ERA.  The  majority  might  support  it  but 
our  church  voted  "no.” 

If  you  are  praying  to  God  about  this 
issue,  please  listen  for  an  answer. 

Mary  Jane  Howie  is  so  true  in  what  she 
says  (TM/UMR,  September  1)  and  I 
can’t  figure  out  why  supposedly  the 
smartest  people  for  ERA  act  as  though 
they  don’t  know  these  things.  But  I  think 
it  comes  to  not  just  wanting  equal  rights; 
it’s  wanting  more  just  like  most  colored 
people  got. 

The  Constitution  never  was  enforced 
on  this  issue  so  why  do  people  think  ERA 
will  be  automatic. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Philippians  4:13  tops  list 
of  TM/UMR  verse  entries 


€ 

Clyde  Chesnutt 


"I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  who 
strengthens  me”  (Philippians  4: 13)  tops 
the  list  of  favorite  Bible  verses  of  the  170 
United  Methodists  who  responded 
recently  to  TM/UMR’s  request  for 
essays  on  their  favorite  Scripture 
passage. 

Respondents  chose  117  different  verses 
with  almost  two-thirds  of  the  selections 
coming  from  17  books  in  the  New 
Testament.  The  Gospel  of  Matthew 
seemed  the  most  popular— two-thirds  of 
those  verses  selected  came  from  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount — closely  followed 
by  the  Gospel  of  John. 

The  second  highest  number  of  essays 
written  on  one  verse,  after  the  Philippian 
passage,  was  John  3: 16. 

Two  verses  in  Romans  ranked  as  the 
third  and  fourth  most  popular  passage 
for  those  persons  who  chose  from  the 
New  Testament.  They  were  the  Apostle 
Paul’s  affirmations  that  "in  all  things 
God  works  for  good  with  those  who  love 
him  and  those  whom  he  has  called 
according  to  his  purpose”  (Rom.  8:28) 
and  the  longer  passage  that  begins  "For 


I  am  persuaded  that  nothing  can 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God 
(Rom.  8:38-39). 

The  highest  number  of  essays  written 
from  verses  in  one  book,  however, 
centered  on  the  Old  Testament  Book  of 
Psalms.  Forty-three  persons  chose 
verses  from  21  different  psalms.  And 
their  favorite  was  the  23rd  Psalm. 

The  second  most  popular  verse  from 
the  Psalms  was  "Be  still  and  know  that  I 
am  God”  (Ps.  46:100).  And  the  opening 
verse  of  Ps.  121— "I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes 
unto  the  hills”— followed  as  the 'third 
most  favorite  verse. 

Twelve  different  books  of  the  Old 
Testament  were  quoted  from.  Isaiah  and 
Proverbs  as  well  as  Psalms  were  chosen 
numerous  times. 

The  essay  writers  were  from  28  states 
which  include  34  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences.  The  highest  number 
of  respondents  were  from  Texas, 
followed  by  Illinois,  Missouri,  Florida, 
Pennsylvania  and  Tennessee. 

-CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


Thank  you,  Mary  Jane  Howie,  for  your 
good  article.  m,  .  _ 

Mrs.  Arlene  Pennce 
Woodward,  Oklahoma 

Woman  is  own  enemy 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  opposing  viewpoints  on 
ERA  (TM/UMR,  Sept.  1),  isn’t  it 
interesting  that  a  man  speaks  out  for 
justice  for  women  and  a  woman  turns  her 
back  on  it? 

Why  is  the  American  woman  her  own 
worst  enemy?  Is  it  because  she  has  so 
long  occupied  an  inferior  status  that  she 
is  scared  to  death  to  step  up  to  equality? 

There  she  stands,  Mrs.  America,  with 
her  mind  closed  tight  and  her  mouth  wide 
open,  screaming  the  old  tired  cliches 
about  mother-daughter  banquets. 

( Whatever  happened  to  the  one  about  the 
co-ed  bathrooms?) 

Jean  Henson 
Greenville,  Texas 

ERA  misinterpreted 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  issue  of  September  1  carried  an 
article  by  Dr.  Emerson  S.  Colaw  entitled 
“Passage  of  ERA  would  benefit  all 
Americans”  and  another  by  Mary  Jane 
Howie  stating  "Four  reasons  why  I  op¬ 
pose  this  legislation.” 

The  Equal  Rights  Amendment  reads  as 
follows:  "Equality  of  rights  under  the 
law  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the 
U.S.  or  by  any  state  on  account  of  sex.” 

Dr.  Colaw  offers  his  interpretation  of 
the  amendment.  I  would  like  to  ask  Dr. 
Colaw  where  in  the  amendment  does  it 
include  (a)  who  shall  support  the 
children  of  the  home;  (b)  which 
government  body  shall  govern  daycare 
centers;  (c)  whether  women  should  or 
should  not  serve  on  juries,  start  a 
business,  get  a  mortgage,  control  their 
own  property  and  paychecks,  have 
equality  in  housing,  insurance  and 
credit;  (d)  choose  motherhood  or  a 
vocation. 

It  is  evident  that  Dr.  Colaw  is  putting 
his  own  interpretation  on  this 
amendment. 

The  Equal  Rights  Amendment,  as 
stated,  is  a  general  statement  with  no 
guarantee  that  Dr.  Colaw’s  interpreta¬ 
tions  will  be  carried  out. 

If  it  is  passed  by  the  needed  number  of 
states  we  will  see  thousands  of  cases 
brought  by  individuals  against  the 
"oppressors”  into  the  courts  of  our 
nation  thereby  burdening  them  with 
heavy  costs. 

Thank  you  for  giving  your  readers  the 
two  points  of  view  on  this  very  important 
subject.  L.  M.  Hoffman 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

False  ideas  listed 

To  the  Editor: 

There  are  so  many  false  ideas  about 
the  ERA  and  Mary  Jane  Howie  seems  to 
have  them  in  her  article  (TM/UMR, 
September  1).  This  seems  to  be  a 
common  failing  among  those  who  oppose 
the  ERA. 

Dr.  Emerson  S.  Colaw  writes  with 
clarity  and  brevity  as  he  presents  the 
benefits  all  Americans  will  receive  from 
the  passage  of  the  ERA.  When  a  person 
of  his  stature  takes  this  stand,  the  ordi¬ 
nary  run  of  us  should  take  heed. 

Ava  C.  Smith 
Appalachia,  Virginia 

Clowns  not  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

About  clowning  and  "Fools” 
(TM/UMR,  August  25),  it  seems  too  bad 
when  one  has  to  put  on  a  face  for  Christ. 

The  joy  one  feels  for  Him  comes  from 
inside  and  doesn’t  have  to  be  painted  on 
to  make  people  understand  and  feel  it. 

.  Mrs.  Zielinski 
Attica,  New  York 

Racism  showing 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  headline  writer’s  white  racism  is 
showing.  Since  the  use  of  the  word 
guerrilla  has  become  perjorative  in  the 
minds  of  most  Americans,  it  should  be 
avoided  in  objective,  balanced  reporting. 

What  if  the  Church  of  England,  in  1776, 
had  given  American  Colonists  $85,000? 
Would  TM/UMR  have  called  the 
Colonists  guerrillas?  No,  it  would  call 
them  patriots  or  minutemen. 


Putting  quotation  marks  around 
Patriotic  Front  also  reflects  TM/UMR’s 
bias,  since  it  represents  a  judgment  or  a 
reflection  that  you  might  question  that  it 
is  truly  patriotic.  I’m  sure  those  guys 
who  are  being  killed  by  Ian  Smith’s  army 
think  of  themselves  as  patriots. 

I  happen  to  sympathize  with  Bishop 
Muzorewa,  but  he  may  turn  out  to  be 
mistaken  in  coalescing  with  Ian  Smith. 
The  British  and  American  governments 
thinkso-  Lloyd  Knox 

DeLand,  Florida 

Don’t  judge  George  Allen 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  your  recent  editorial 
headlined  "A  Sad  Commentary”. 
(TM/UMR,  August  11).  Although  George 
Allen  (late  of  the  Redskins  and  Rams)  is 
hardly  a  popularity  winner  it  is  his 
profession  to  WIN  pro  football  games.  Do 
we  know  that  Coach  Allen  does  not  serve 
his  God,  his  church,  and  his  fellowman 
while  away  from  the  gridiron? 

Most  of  us,  as  laymen,  are  rewarded 
for  performance  of  service.  Do  we 
assume  it  is  wrong  to  preach  the  "best” 
sermon,  publish  the  "best”  religious 
newspaper,  grow  the  "most”  corn,  heal 
more  patients,  etc?  —Even,  to  win  at 
football? 

Did  not  Wesley  espouse  the  “strive  for 
perfection”  concept? 

Let  us  not  judge  George  Allen  lest  we 
too  be  judged. 

G.W.  Freise 
Dallas,  Texas 

Charismatic  sought 

To  the  Editor: 

I  see  in  the  September  1  issue  of 
TM/UMR  that  a  Charismatic  Conference 
of  the  UMC  has  been  set  for  next  year.  I 
have  never  met  a  charismatic  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  so  I  hope  you 
will  print  this  so  if  there  is  one  in  my  area 
that  I  might  get  to  know,  there  are  some 
things  I  would  like  to  ask  them.  I  know 
some  of  these  charismatic  preachers,  so 
called  Holiness  Preachers,  who  are 
trying  to  tell  Christians  how  to  live.  They 
put  their  wives  out  to  work  so  that  the 
family  will  live  like  anyone  else,  but 
they,  the  preachers,  don’t  work.  Paul 
was  a  Holiness  Preacher,  but  he  also  was 
a  tentmaker.  But  the  greatest  of  them  all 
was  a  carpenter. 

As  a  United  Methodist  Charismatic 
Holiness  Preacher  that  doesn’t  earn  his 
own  living  but  has  his  wife  working  to 
support  him  and  children,  I  sure  would 
like  to  meet. 

Milton  Vallery 
Pineville,  Louisiana 

Back  to  50’s 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  the  August  11  issue  on 
T.V.  programming  was  of  interest. 

For  one  who  is  "concerned  about  the 
general  quality  of  current  television,” 
did  you  realize  "Happy  Days”  is  starting 
not  a  second  season  but  its  fifth  or  sixth? ! 
"Happy  Days”  is  one  of  few  shows  on  the 
air  which  involves  human  characters,  a 
family— a  healthy  family  in  fact— who 
are  not  involved  with  alcohol,  drugs  or 
warped  relationships. 

In  my  opinion  you  have  erred  in  your 
generalization.  Take  a  look  at  the  50’s 
with  us  and  smile  with  us. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Hirst 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 


It  is  my  hope  that  the  discussion  on 
homosexuality  will  move  to  a  larger 
arena  that  helps  us  work  on  a  theology  of 
sexuality  which  would  allow  us  to  affirm 
God’s  gift  of  sexuality  regardless  of 
orientation. 

ON  ZIMBABWE  (RHODESIA): 
Western  Christians  have  been  accused  of 
engaging  in  a  missionary  enterprise  that 
offered  the  Bible  and  made  possible  the 
rape  of  the  land.  In  Zimbabwe  we  have 
seen  the  church  take  the  side  of  the 
segregated  majority  and  oppose  the 
powerful  minority.  In  the  process,  the 
church  has  had  to  recognize  the 
inevitable  necessity  of  armed  resistance 
that,  in  fact,  is  organized  self-defense.  As 
products  of  the  American  Revolution  we, 
of  all  people,  know  something  about  the 
struggle  for  independence  and  how 
important  it  is  to  include  in  any  new 
nation  those  who  participated  in  armed 
resistance.  George  Washington  would 
not  have  been  our  first  president  if  we 
believed  otherwise. 

As  much  as  I  love  and  respect  Bishop 
Abel  Muzorewa,  I  believe  our 
commitment  to  authentic  majority 
participation  and  rule  in  Zimbabwe  must 
not  be  compromised  because  of  our  deep 
appreciation  for  a  great  United 
Methodist  bishop. 

The  attacks  upon  the  Women's 
Division  are  most  unfortunate.  There 
seems  to  be  the  fear  that  a  Marxist 
orientation  is  the  dominant  motif  of  their 
decision-making.  Whenever  Christians 
begin  to  act  as  though  the  Christian 
Gospel  is  so  vulnerable  that  it  must  be 
protected  and  segregated  from  certain  , 
perspectives,  then  I  believe  we  fail  to 
believe  in  the  power  of  that  Gospel. 

A  great  theologian  speaks  of  "cheap 
grace";  there  is  something  called 
"cheap  freedom.”  Many  of  us  want 
Zimbabwe  to  become  an  authentic 
inclusive  nation  where  power  is  first  re¬ 
distributed  and  then  shared.  The 
Women’s  Division  action  speaks  to  that 
dream. 

ON  THE  WCC  GRANT  TO  THE 
“PATRIOTIC  FRONT”  OF 
ZIMBABWE:  Churchpersons,  of  all 
people,  must  struggle  with  hypocrisy.  We 
support  Chaplains  to  the  Armed  Forces, 
we  have  found  it  difficult  to  be  united  in 
calling  for  the  withdrawal  of  United 
States  business  interests  from  South 
Africa  and  Rhodesia,  yet  some  of  us  are 
appalled  by  a  grant  to  those  who  are 
waging  the  battle  to  make  Rhodesia  free. 

Over  the  years  Christians  have 
demonstrated  a  shocking  capacity  to  live 
with  and  accept  the  oppressiveness  of 
colonial  regimes;  but  in  a  time  when 
Third  World  peoples  are  waging  battles 
to  bring  in  a  new  era  of  freedom,  we  have 
the  temerity  to  challenge  those  who 
support  their  efforts. 

It  may  be  proven  in  time  that  the  most 
significant  evangelistic  witness  the 
church  has  made  in  Africa  is  its  support 
of  those  who  are  working  to  make  the 
freedom  that  God  wants  for  all  of 
creation,  become  a  present  reality. 

It  is  my  hope  that,  as  United 
Methodists,  we  see  in  the  above 
challenges  an  opportunity  to  discover  the 
will  of  God.  I  do  not  expect  us  to  reach 
consensus  on  all  of  the  issues.  But  I  do 
hope  that  as  people  of  faith,  we  will 
confront  the  present  not  with  the 
solutions  of  the  past,  but  rather  with  a 
serious  and  sincere  desire  to  understand 
God’s  plan  for  the  present  and  the  future. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Gilbert  H.  Caldwell,  is  chaplain  of  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  at  Amherst 
and  a  member  of  the  Southern  New 
England  Annual  Conference. 

Persons  wishing  to  submit  articles  for 
“ Here  I  Stand ”  may  send  them  to:  " Here 
I  Stand,"  TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


Classified 


RATE  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 
Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You' ’ 
or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  16«;  100,  $15.00;  bronze 
cross.  $1.50;  poems,  "Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  2t.  Plus 
postage.  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church.  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27609. 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS, 

accumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  1181.  Corpus  Christi.  Tex  78403. 


CREEKFRONT  HOUSE  WITH  BOAT:  Two 
bedrooms,  den.  completely  furnished;  nice.  $150 
week.  $500  month.  Sindahl  Evans.  1313  Driftwood 
Drive.  N.  Ft.  Myers,  Fla  33903  Collect  (813)  ‘ 

4166.  - 


20  ECONOMICAL  RECEIPTS  $2  00  For  new  and  old 

brides  Dolly  Goebel,  2014  Oak  Drive,  Baltimore.  Md. 
21207. 
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THAT  THE  WORLD 
MAY  LIVE  •  JOHN  6:51 

Together  we  reaffirm  out 
commitment  to  Christ, 
remembering  a  love  that 
brought  us  both  new  and 
eternal  life. 

We  would  share  this  life 
with  the  whole  world 
through  the  World 
Communion 
Offering. 
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\  Bovs'  Ranch  "wrangler"  herds  cattle  in  a  pasture  across  Methodist  Home  ranch  from  championship  stock  received  in 
from  the  ranch's  residence  halls.  The  Red  Angus  cattle  —  said  donations. 

to  be  one  of  the  finest  herds  in  the  country — are  bred  at  the  piuitoshy  at  diikkkon 

‘No  one  has  to  be  a  failure’ 

Boys  are  ranch’s  prize  product 


Two  boys  handle  some  planting  chores  in  a  Boys’  Ranch 
field.  Each  boy  must  earn  the  right  to  work  in  the  fields  and 
use  ranch  equipment  by  “coming  up  through  the  ranks"  and 


showing  his  ability  to  take  responsibility.  Counselors  and  other 
staff  members  work  in  the  fields  with  the  boys. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

WACO,  Tex.  —  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  gone  into  the  ranching 
business  near  here.  But  unlike  most 
ranches,  its  main  product  is  not  cattle  — 
it’s  teenage  boys. 

On  a  fertile  2,000-acre  spread  in  the 
Brazos  River  Valley,  the  annual 
conferences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
operate  the  only  working  ranch  for  boys 
in  the  denomination. 

It’s  a  spread  any  rancher  could  be 
proud  of,  with  600  head  of  prime  beef 
cattle.  It’s  also  a  ranch  any  Christian 
could  be  proud  of,  where  32  boys  each 
year  are  given  a  second  chance  to  “make 
it”  in  society. 

The  boys  come  from  the  court  systems 
and  from  social  service  agencies  which 
have  all  but  given  up  on  changing  the 
downhill  direction  of  their  lives.  They  are 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  18  and  share  a 
common  history  of  being  declared 
misfits  by  society’s  standards. 

“Our  purpose  is  simple.”  says  Bob 
Cooper,  the  ranch  manager  “We’re  not  a 
jail.  We  don’t  bring  boys  here  to  nag  at 
them,  preach  at  them,  counsel  with  them, 
psych  them  out.  or  whip  them  in  line. 
Instead,  we  offer  them  a  chance  to  spend 
at  least  a  year  to  unlearn,  to  heal,  to  find 
themselves  and  to  become  young  men.” 

Such  lofty  goals,  in  themselves,  are  not 
unique.  What  is  unique  about  Boys  Ranch 
is  that  the  goals  are  being  reached  —  not 
occasionally,  but  regularly.  Of  more  than 
100  boys  who  have  lived  at  the  ranch  in  its 
six  years  of  operation,  only  two  have  left 
or  been  removed  from  the  program 
early.  Follow-up  studies  of  ranch 
“graduates”  show  remarkable  turn¬ 
arounds  in  their  lives.  Many  of  the  boys 
hold^  responsible  jobs  in  their 
comniunities.  Some  have  gone  on  to 
receive  college  educations  and 
vocational  training 

Methodist  Home  administrators  credit 


Bob  Cooper,  Boys'  Ranch  manager, 
supervises  the  work  of  his  young 
“cowboys”  in  the  field.  Being  a  manager 
means  not  only  supervising  both  boys 
and  the  staff,  but  taking  part  in  everyday 
chores. 


Learning  to  handle  horses  is  a  necessary  part  of  working  on  the  ranch  and  a 
"privilege"  boys  at  the  ranch  have  to  earn.  Boys  also  can  earn  the  right  to  learn 
various  other  parts  of  ranch  life  such  as  feed  crop  production  and  butchering. 


much  of  the  success  of  the  home  to  Mr. 
Cooper,  a  rare  combination  of  rancher 
and  child  care  professional  who  has 
made  things  click  with  a  low-keyed  style 
of  positive  reinforcement  in  dealing  with 
the  teenagers.  Mr.  Cooper  credits  his 
staff  of  counselors  and  teachers  who  live 
on  the  ranch  and  work  with  the  boys  “not 
as  a  job,  but  as  their  lives.” 

The  program  centers  on  a  concept  of 
responsibility  and  privileges.  As  a  boy 
shows  himself  to  be  more  and  'more 
responsible  he  is  given  more  and  more 
opportunities.  But  “privileges”  are  not 
only  such  things  as  dating  and 
recreation.  Work  on  the  ranch  and  going 
to  church  also  are  privileges  for  which  he 
must  earn  the  right. 

“No  boy  has  to  do  anything  on  the 
ranch  that  he  doesn’t  want  to  do,”  Mr. 
Cooper  points  out.  “We  stress  that  being 
a  part  of  the  community  is  a  privilege. 
It’s  a  privilege  to  work.  It’s  a  privilege  to 
go  to  school.  It’s  a  privilege  to 
participate  with  other  people  in 
whatever.  These  privileges  are  given  a 
step  at  a  time  as  a  new  boy  shows  he  can 
handle  them.  If  a  bdy  chooses  not  to 
make  his  bed  in  the  morning,  no  one 
gripes  at  him  or  threatens  him.  But  he 
knows  that  if  he  doesn’t  make  his  bed  he 
can’t  go  to  school,  he  can’t  work  on  the 
ranch  and  he  can’t  participate  with  the 
other  boys  until  he  does.” 

A  ranking  system  is  used  to  let  each 
boy  know  where  he  is  in  meeting  his 
responsibilities.  Each  boy  begins  as  a 
“greenhorn"  and  can  work  his  way  up  to 
“ramrod”  through  a  series  of  seven 
rankings  which  coincide  with  the  amount 
of  responsibility  he  has  shown  he  can 
assume. 

Along  the  way  there  is  constant 
positive  reinforcement. 

"We  don’t  bring  a  boy  here  to  tell  him 
or  have  him  tell  us  how  sick  he  is,”  Mr. 
Cooper  says.  “We  emphasize  his 
strengths  and  through  that  his 
weaknesses  become  less  important. 

“Our  staff  (four  sets  of  houseparents, 


a  social  worker  and  two  teachers)  does 
not  over-react  to  anti-social  behavior. 
The  electrical  discharges  of  youth  tend  to 
cease  when  they  meet  a  non-conducting 
force.  If  a  boy  wants  to  show  everyone 
how  ’bad’  he  is  we  say  ‘Okay,  you’re  bad. 
So  what?’  Being  ‘bad’  doesn’t  count  for 
anything  around  here." 

Mr.  Cooper  says  if  there  is  any  one 
thing  all  the  boys  who  come  to  the  ranch 
have  in  common,  it’s  that  they  all  believe 
they  are  failures. 

"Most  started  out  life  trying  to  do  what 
was  right,  and  received  no  reward  for 
that,”  he  says.  “Then  they  tried  doing 
wrong,  and  got  no  reward  for  that.  From 
there  they  either  became  introverted  or 
found  their  reward  in  a  rebellious  peer 
group. 

“But  no  one  has  to  be  a  failure  at  Boys 
Ranch.  Whatever  hurt  them  is  history. 
We  offer  a  fresh  start,  reasonable 
expectations  and  meaningful  experi¬ 
ences.  They  do  the  rest.” 


Rumored  UM  school  closings  denied 


FARMINGTON,  N.  M.  -  Fears  that 
two  United  Methodist  mission  schools  in 
northwest  New  Mexico  might  be  closed 
or  lose  mission  funds  were  called 
“entirely  without  foundation”  by  a 
denominational  executive. 

Minnie  Stein,  executive  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  church’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  told  the  interim  board  of 
directors  of  the  Navajo  Methodist 
Mission  School  here  last  month  that  both 
the  Navajo  school  and  McCurdy  Schools, 


Espanola,  hold  high  priority  ratings  with 
the  National  Division.  The  rumors  of 
possible  closure  and  financial  cut  backs 
are  untrue,  she  said.  (See  TM/UMR, 
May  19.) 

In  an  article  carried  in  the  New  Mexico 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR,  board 
secretary  Polly  Price  also  reported  the 
Farmington  school  is  considering  an 
addition  to  its  campus  of  the  Navajo 
Academy.  The  Academy  is  a  private, 
non-profit  college  preparatory  school 


geared  to  developing  leadership  among 
Navajo  youth. 

The  Rev.  Hector  Navas,  superin¬ 
tendent,  told  the  board  his  personal 
commitment  involves  empowerment  of 
the  Navajo  people  and  the  eventual 
securing  of  a  Navajo  to  replace  him  as 
superintendent.  He  also  reported  a  new 
program  requiring  students  to  spend 
their  weekends  at  home,  alleviating 
some  behavioral  problems  at  the  school 
and  lowering  the  cost  of  maintenance. 


Black  pastors  challenged 

Called  key  to  resurgence  of  black  ch  urch 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  Gearing  up  to  do 
battle  for  the  resurrection  of  the  black 
church,  United  Methodism’s  black 
bishops  and  more  than  200  pastors 
marshalled  their  forces  here  after  Labor 
Day. 

The  first  national  convocation  of  black 
pastors  in  perhaps  15  years,  the  two-day 
event  was  crammed  with  preaching, 
lectures  and  workshops.  Recommenda¬ 
tions  growing  out  of  the  meeting  will  go 
to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  and 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry,  two  agencies  which  put  up  the  dol¬ 
lars  for  the  convocation. 

Pastors,  a  large  number  of  whom 
represented  a  new  generation  of  black 
preachers,  heard  a  plea  from  the  bishops 
to  take  seriously  once  again  the  feeding 
of  the  spiritual  hungers  of  the  black 
community. 

Black  clergy  as  the  traditional  leaders 
of  the  black  community  saw  their  role 
greatly  diminished  by  the  black  power 
movement  which  turned  to  street 
leaders,  said  Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Area.  He  said  “after  the 
gyrations  of  the  last  20  years,  I  believe 
Black  Americans  are  ready  for  some 
institutional  stability  and  the  church  has 
much  to  offer  for  the  spiritual  hungers." 
But  he  cautioned  that  serving  up  the 
traditional  model  of  the  black  church  and 
pastor  "is  no  longer  adequate.  We  need 


to  offer  a  New  Deal’  of  openness, 
freedom,  the  ability  and  willingness  to 
have  everyone  participate.” 

Dr.  Maceo  Pembroke,  chairperson  of 
the  convocation  and  president  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR) 
said  the  purpose  of  the  event  here  was  to 
“help  pastors  feel  good  about  themselves 
as  pastors”  and  motivate  them  “to  serve 
the  present  age.” 

New  age  for  blacks  seen 

This  is  a  new  age  for  blacks,  according 
to  the  analyses  offered  by  Bishop  Nichols 
and  Bishop  Edsel  Ammons  of  the  Detroit 
Area.  But  keynoter  Bishop  Edward 
Carroll  of  the  Boston  Area,  said  the 
major  challenge  for  the  church  is  still  the 
old  problem  —  to  change  the  traditions 
that  nurture  “that  old  weasel  of  racism" 
in  our  society. 

Today’s  trends  indicate  a  three-way 
split  in  the  black  community  with  a 
widening  gulf  between  the  poles,  they 
said.  At  one  end  are  a  new  crop  of  what 
Bishop  Nichols  called  “upper  achiever” 
blacks  who  are  the  primary  recipients  of 
the  civil  rights  and  constitutional  gains  of 
the  last  decade.  “Well  educated, 
affluent,  increasingly  mobile  and 
suburban,  this  group  has  adopted  typical 
white  middle  class  values.”  Also,  he 
said,  this  new  group  never  washed  their 
eyes  with  bitter  water;  they  do  not 
understand  a  past  which  included  back  of 
the  bus,  lynchings  and  the  depression. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  economic  ladder  is 
a  vast  group  of  black  “under  achievers” 
—  a  permanent,  desperate,  impover- 


People  in  the  news 


‘Oh,  say  can  you  see’ 

Della  Dean  McKinster  of  the  Del 
Rosa  UMC  in  San  Bernardino  wasn’t 
the  only  United  Methodist  in  the  Los 
Angeles’  Dodger  Stadium  last  night. 
Close  to  6,000  UMs  gathered  for  the 
regular  Dodger  baseball  game  in  a 
special  ticket  sale  arrangement  that 
benefited  the  new  Native  American 
UMC  in  Los  Angeles.  But  Ms.  Mc¬ 
Kinster  was  the  only  person  selected 
to  sing  the  National  Anthem  over  the 
loudspeaker.  She  edged  five  other 
soloists  who  contended  for  the  honor. 
Honorary  batperson  for  the  UM 
Dodger  Night  was  10-year-old  Keenyn 
Crip,  Arlington  UMC,  Riverside. 

A  stricken  conscience 

“Dear  Mama,”  begins  the  letter 
written  in  Italian,  “the  other  day 
when  you  sent  me  to  Cencenighc  to 
buy  medicine,  I  took  the  small  sled  to 
be  quicker  and  going  there  I  lost  two 
of  the  12  lire  you  gave  me.  You  did  not 
know  how  much  the  medicine  cost  and 
when  I  came  back,  I  gave  you  five  lire 
although  the  medicine  cost  five  and  I 
told  you  seven.  I  didn’t  have  the 
courage  to  confess  immediately  and  I 
thought  I  would  keep  quiet  about  it. 
But  something  is  pricking  my 
conscience,  which  from  that  day  on 
has  not  been  easy  as  it  was  before.  So 
today,  I  thought  a  lot  and  now,  I 
confess  the  truth  to  you,  because,  as  I 
said  before,  my  conscience  is  uneasy. 
And  I  thought  too  of  the  proverb  that 
says:  ‘A  sin  confessed  is  half 
forgiven.’  I  am  your  most  affectionate 
son.  Albino." 

The  letter  was  written  by  10-year- 
old  Albino  Luciani  on  March  5,  1923.  A 


•  •• 

little  over  two  weeks  ago  Albino 
Luciani  became  Pope  John  Paul  I . 

‘Grandpa’  Moses? 

When  80-year-old  Walter  Harding. 
Quincey,  III.,  tried  to  sell  his  poems, 
no  one  bought  them.  But  his  paintings 
to  illustrate  the  poems  —  that's  a 
different  story.  The  Museum  of 
American  Folk  Art  in  New  York  says 
he  is  a  promising  artist  and  the 
Historical  Society  of  Adams  County 
(Ill.)  has  commissioned  the  retired 
UM  minister  to  paint  a  scene  from  the 
Lincoln-Douglas  debates.  “I’ve 
painted  and  drawn  pictures  all  my 
life,”  he  says,  but  only  recently  has  he 
drawn  a  following. 


JL 


Unusual  but  symbolic 


An  unusual  but  symbolic  double 
exposure  occurred  when  Angella 
Marie  Coffman  had  her  picture 
snapped  the  day  she  joined  the  Potosi 
(Mo.)  United  Methodist  Church 
recently  The  cross  above  the  church 
altar  appears  on  her  forehead. 


the  church  today 


Two  UM  seminaries 
report  cooperative  efforts 

DELAWARE,  Ohio  —  The  two  United 
Methodist  seminaries  in  Ohio  have 
announced  recently  a  number  of 
cooperative  programs  as  a  result  of  a 
mandate  by  the  1976  General  Conference 
requiring  the  two  schools  to  develop 
cooperative  ministries.  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio  here  and 
United  Theological  School,  Dayton,  were 
allowed  to  exist  separately  but  required 
to  work  together  closely  and  give 
consideration  to  possible,  eventual 
merger. 

The  two  seminaries  report  they  have 
developed  a  model  for  evaluating  a 
candidate  for  the  ministry  to  use  with 
annual  conferences.  They  have  also 
developed  jointly  a  Rural  Ministries 
Training  Program  with  the  two  Ohio 
conferences  and  given  the  director  of  the 
program,  Professor  Harold  McSwain, 
dual  appointment  to  the  two  faculties. 

Other  areas  of  cooperation  and 
consultation  include  trustees,  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  promotion  of  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund,  tuition  and  accounting 
systems. 

Hawaii  District  plans 
new  worship  resources 

HONOLULU  —  A  custom-designed 
looseleaf  folder  of  .worship  resources 
based  on  Pacific  and  Asian  cultural 
materials  usable  for  Christian  education 
and  worship  is  being  developed  and 
produced  at  the  Hawaii  District  United 
Methodist  Headquarters. 

First  edition  of  “PACASIANA"  is 
expected  to  be  mailed  to  subscribers  on 
September  30, 1978. 

“It  will  be  issued  in  a  looseleaf  file 
system  so  that  it  can  be  indexed  and 
arranged  to  receive  continuing 
contributions,”  said  the  Rev.  David 
Harada,  coordinator  of  the  project. 

Mr.  Harada  said  that  “PACASIANA” 
will  include  historical  materials,  songs, 
stories,  poems,  artwork,  anecdotes  and 
cultural  practices  which  can  illuminate 


the  meaning  of  Christ  for  the  enrichment 
of  an  ethnic  group  as  well  as  the  sharing 
of  these  ideas  and  practices  with  the 
church  at  large,  across  ethnic  lines. 

World  Council  grant 
draws  more  fire 

JOHANNESBURG  (RNS)  -  The 
Methodist  Church  in  South  Africa  has 
dissociated  itself  from  the  $85,000  grant 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
Program  to  Combat  Racism  to  the 
Patriotic  Front  in  Rhodesia. 

The  Rev.  Abel  Hendricks,  the  Coloured 
president  of  the  denomination,  said  there 
was  no  guarantee  that  the  $85,000  grant 
would  be  used  for  humanitarian  needs, 
according  to  the  Rand  Daily  Mail. 

In  his  statement,  Mr.  Hendricks 
condemned  the  use  of  violence  in 
attempts  to  bring  about  change  in 
Rhodesia. 

UM  policy  holders  can 
expect  increased  dividends 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Holders  of 
policies  in  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
general  insurance  program  can  look 
forward  to  an  increase  in  dividends  on 
policies  with  an  anniversary  date  during 
the  quarter  ending  Oct.  31. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  here,  sponsor  of  the 
program,  said  Aug.  31  the  Atlantic 
Mutual  Insurance  Co.  has  announced  a  15 
percent  dividend  rate  for  the  quarter, 
compared  with  the  12.5  percent  rate  in 
effect  since  Nov.  1,  1977.  Dividend  rates 
under  the  program  are  reviewed  and 
declared  quarterly. 
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ished  underclass  for  whom  there  are  too 
few  jobs,  too  little  capital  and  continuous 
psychic  frustration.  They  are  increas¬ 
ingly  determined  to  withdraw  from  any 
involvement  with  the  white  establish¬ 
ment,  its  educational  system,  religion  or 
social  values. 

The  only  thing  the  two  groups  have  in 
common  is  their  equal  alienation  from 
the  black  church  or  any  church. 

Black  church  members,  the  bishops 
said,  might  be  called  “succeeders.” 
They  are  loyal  to  the  church  and  black 
institutions  while  standing  somewhere  on 
the  middle  rungs  of  the  economic  ladder. 

“The  modem  black  church  must  direct 
attention  with  equal  vigor  to  all  three 
groups,”  Bishop  Nichols  urged. 


Pastoral  leadership  urged 


But  "business  as  usual"  will  not  be 
good  enough  to  turn  around  the  decline  of 
black  churches  in  United  Methodism, 
both  bishops  declared.  And  clergy  are 
the  key  to  whatever  the  future  of  those 
churches  is  to  be. 

In  order  for  churches  to  grow  —  and 
“any  church,  in  any  situation  can  grow 
either  qualitatively  or  quantitatively,  or 
both”  —  will  require  the  very  best  in 
pastoral  leadership,  preaching,  and 
pastoral  care. 

Bishop  Ammons  warned  that  the 
desire  to  turn  around,  however,  should 
not  mean  abandoning  the  best  United 
Methodist  traditions  for  some  “spurious 
mixture  borrowed  from  the  Baptists  and 
Pentecostalists.”  He  said  the  secret  is 
not  to  ape  others  but  to  become  an 
authentic  option.  “The  secret  is  in 
making  worship  and  ministry  reflective 
of  that  marvelous  blend  of  heart  and 
head,  Spirit  and  intuition,  that  charac¬ 
terize  the  best  of  our  tradition.  ” 

Renewed  interest  in  preaching  was 
evident  here  as  pastors  filled  up 
workshops  on  preaching  at  every 
session.  The  issue  of  how  to  preach  in  the 
style  of  the  black  experience  without 
being  just  a  “noisy,  sweaty  whooper” 
was  also  foremost.  Integrating  seminary 
training  with  preaching  as  a  folk  art  was 
likewise  troublesome  for  many. 

Preaching  workshop  leader,  Dr. 
Crawford  Evans,  chaplain  of  Howard 
University,  Washington,  D.C.,  said  the 
goal  should  be  effective  preaching  — 
with  content  to  feed  the  hungry.  He  said 
“Preaching  is  not  exegesis  but  the  fruit 
of  exegesis;  don’t  exegete  (or  talk  down) 
to  Aunt  Jane.”  On  the  other  hand,  he 
warned,  “don't  go  off  on  some  cheap  folk 
kick.” 

Recommendations  coming  out  of  the 
workshops  called  for  a  consultation  for 
rural  and  small  church  ministers, 
pointing  out  their  obvious  absence  at  this 
meeting.  Planners  said  the  main  reason 
attendance  here  did  not  reach  the  hoped 
for  300  was  that  the  word  had  not  gotten 
out  adequately  to  rural  pastors. 


"POOR  AND  WITH 
LITTLE  HOPE” 


remote  village  of  Kondurg,  India. 
She  is  one  of  five  children  and  her 
parents  are  coolies.  There  is  no  job 
security  in  being  a  coolie  for  each 
morning  they  arise  early  and  go  to 
the  fields  in  order  to  beg  for  work. 
When  there  is  none  available,  the 
family  goes  hungry. 

This  is  a  Christian  family  and  the 
parents  are  desirous  of  Aruna 
receiving  a  fine  education.  They 
brough  Aruna  to  the  Mary  A.  Knotts' 
Hostel,  asking  the  superintendent  to 
provide  for  her,  to  feed  her  with  food 
for  both  body  and  spirit. 

You  could  help  Aruna  or  another 
child  like  her  in  one  of  59  Christian 
orphanages  in  12  countries^  The 
sponsor  is  given  full  information  on 
“his”  child:  picture,  name,  address 
and  case  history  plus  details  of  the 
orphanage  where  the  child  lives. 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  only  $10  a 
month  and  all  donations  to 


WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  are  tax 
deductible.  WCI  is  a  Christian 
corporation,  founded  in  1965.  The 
staff  sent  86.7%  of  all  funds  received 
in  1977  overseas  for  the  children. 
An  audit  is  available  on  request. 

Will  you  help  Aruna?  She  is  a 
deserving  child  and  would  be 
thrilled  to  learn  of  a  family, 
individual  or  group  in  America  that 
would  want  to  sponsor  her.  Only  one 
sponsor  is  assigned  per  child.  Please 
write  for  details. 
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It’s  good  for  Christians  to  care 

Kansas  and  Oklahoma  United  Methodists  demonstrate 
their  care  in  two  specific  ways  in  the  above  photos.  Taking  it 
slow  and  easy,  a  mentally  retarded  child  (left)  is  helped  on 
the  "Track  Walk”  at  Kansas  East  conference’s  Camp 
Chippewa.  The  Ropes  Course,  which  this  group  of  mentally 
retarded  children  from  Paola  completed,  includes  a  series  on 
non-competitive  games  which  help  the  individual  accomplish 
tasks  through  cooperation  with  others. 

Three-year-old  Michael  and  his  mother  Glenda  Reid  of 
Oklahoma  City  (right  photo)  know  what  it  means  to  be  part  of 


a  church  that  cares.  When  Michael  became  ill  with 
meningitis  and  septecemia  at  eight  months,  members  of 
Grace  UMC  and  other  friends  rallied  to  help  him  take  his 
exercises.  Fifty-six  people  volunteered  in  teams  of  two,  four 
times  daily.  Marty  Richardson.  Grace  coordinator  said, 
"Each  person,  working  sometimes  with  tears,  has  felt  part 
of  a  common  venture  and  has  seen  how  he/she  could  make  a 
difference.  We  are  a  part  of  a  caring  community  and  it  is 
good." 

KANSAS  E.  INTERCHANGE  UMR.  OKLAHOMA  CONTACT  UMR  PHOTOS 


Theological  statement  charges 


‘Society  rejects  handicapped’ 


4Year  of  Child’  gears  up 

UM  Women  plan  strategies  against  poverty ,  abuse 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMC)  -  Obsession 
with  physical  fitness,  youthful  beauty, 
mental  alertness  and  material  affluence 
have  become  the  idols  worshipped  today. 
They  are  the  “norm”  of  society,  and 
anyone  who  deviates  from  the  norm  is 
subject  to  suspicion,  rejection, 
discrimination  or  avoidance,  charges  the 
United  Methodist  Task  Force  on  the 
Church  and  Handicapped  Persons. 

“By  induction  we  conclude  those  who 
do  not  have  these  qualities  are  less  than 
fully  human.  We  fail  to  see  the 
humanness  of  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions  of  body  or  mind  because  they 
remind  us  of  what  we  do  not  wish  to  see  in 
ourselves. 

‘‘They  remind  us  we  too  face  the  loss  of 
the  youthful  image  we  idolize  and  the 

Press  said 
ignorant 
of  religion 

MADISON,  N.J.  —  "Press  coverage  of 
President  Carter  has  been  distorted,  not 
because  of  malice,  but  because  of  a 
simple  distaste  for  religious  life.”  So 
charged  UPI  White  House  correspondent 
Wesley  Pippert  in  a  recent  talk  at  Drew 
University,  reported  in  the  September 
issue  of  the  university’s  alumni 
publication. 

“Not  more  than  eight  or  10  of  the  3,000 
people  in  the  Washington  press  corps 
have  even  an  elementary  sense  of  what 
the  Christian  religion  is  all  about,"  said 
the  correspondent  who  served  as  a 
United  Methodist  preacher  while  a  UPI 
reporter  in  South  Dakota. 

Quoting  fellow  UPI  reporter  Helen 
Thomas  as  insisting  that  all  Carter 
"really  cares  about  is  God  and  Sunday 
School,"  Mr.  Pippert  countered  that  the 
way  to  understand  Carter  is  to  go  and 
hear  him  teach,  an  area  the  press 
ignores.  Notes  Mr.  Pippert,  "After  all,  he 
teaches  Sunday  School  for  an  hour 
almost  every  week  —  that's  more  time 
than  he  spends  talking  with  Brzezinski  or 
Vance." 

In  the  reporter’s  view,  the  problem 
goes  far  beyond  coverage  of  the 
President.  "What  burns  in  my  heart,"  he 
said,  "is  the  inability  of  the  mass  media 
to  deal  competently  with  large  public 
issues  that  have  moral  sides  to  them.  We 
in  the  press  are  not  covering  the  news  in 
an  adequate  and  competent  way.  We  are 
preoccupied  with  process  rather  than 
substance,  with  crisis  rather  than 
change.  We  rarely  put  a  front-page  story 
in  context  economically  or  socially. 

"We  tell  how  Carter  does  it  but  not  who 
he  is:  there’s  a  serious  failure  to  put  him 
in  his  Georgia,  Southern  Baptist  con¬ 
text,”  he  said. 

Sketching  in  Mr.  Carter’s  religious 
background,  Mr.  Pippert  described  the 
President’s  "radical"  view  of  power  as 
servanthood  —  in  the  mode  of  Jesus' 
teaching  that  he  who  would  be  first,  let 
him  be  the  servant  of  all. 

It  works  both  ways,  notes  the 
correspondent,  who  holds  a  master's 
degree  in  biblical  studies  from  Wheaton 
(Ill.)  College.  Mr.  Carter  should  be 
judged  by  the  biblical  standard  for  all 
rulers,  he  suggested:  "Does  he  do 
justice?  How  does  he  treat  the  widow, 
the  orphan,  the  poor,  the  helpless?" 

Mr.  Pippert  emphasized  the  religious 
roots  of  much  of  the  President’s  behavior 
—his  reluctance  to  be  judgmental  about 
those  close  to  him,  his  concern  with 
pride,  the  importance  he  places  on 
family  life  and  his  view  of  public  service 
as  a  form  of  ministry. 


possessions  we  treasure.  And  we  know 
this  can  happen  at  any  moment,  and  in 
any  number  of  ways  over  which  we  have 
no  control. 

This  assessment  of  society  today  was 
part  of  a  theological  statement,  titled 
"The  Church  and  Persons  with 
Handicapping  Conditions,”  which  was 
drawn  up  by  a  special  committee  to 
undergird  the  work  of  the  task  force.  It 
was  reviewed  by  the  11-member  group 
when  it  met  here  Aug.  17-19. 

Beside  this  description  were  placed  the 
"biblical  imperatives.”  "Who  could 
question  that  a  major  emphasis  of  Jesus’ 
ministry  was  concerned  with  encom¬ 
passing  compassion  for  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions?”  asks  the 
statement. 

It  notes  that  Paul  the  Apostle  had  a 
handicapping  condition  described  as  a 
"thorn  in  the  flesh,"  which  is  commonly 
thought  to  have  been  epilepsy.  This 
condition  was  never  taken  from  him,  it 
adds.  "Yet  the  power  of  his  life’s  witness 
to  the  love  of  Christ  was  so  great,  history 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  “The  Long 
Search”  —  an  ambitious  PBS-TV  series 
on  religious  experience  which  begins 
nationwide  Sunday,  Sept.  17  —  will  go  off 
the  air  after  13  weeks.  But  for  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  here  which 
"starred”  in  one  segment,  the  search 
may  have  just  begun. 

Seeing  themselves  as  others  are  likely 
to  see  them  —  "a  bit  bland,”  their  pastor 
admits  —  will  lead  members  of  North 
UMC  to  probe  for  answers  in  the  months 
ahead:  answers  about  themselves,  their 
faith  and  the  "mainline  Protestant 
church"  they  were  chosen  to  represent 
for  the  TV  film. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Hamilton  does  not 
believe  North  church  is  a  "bland" 
congregation.  Nor  does  he  believe  the 
personal  religious  experience  of  many 
United  Methodists  is  as  unexciting  as 
viewers  of  "The  Long  Search"  may 
deduce. 

Despite  the  "great  integrity"  with 
which  the  film  was  made.  Dr.  Hamilton 
maintains  that  much  of  the  richness, 
both  of  North  church's  worship  life  and 
also  the  personal  faith-journey  of  its 
members,  may  have  been  lost— especial¬ 
ly  in  comparison  with  the  more  "color¬ 
ful”  footage  shown  of  two  other  Indianap¬ 
olis  churches  which  shared  the 
Protestant  segment  of  the  film. 

Hard  questions  remain 

But  the  hard  questions  remain,  Dr. 
Hamilton  told  TM/UMR  last  week,  and 
his  congregation  will  use  the  TV  film  in 
the  coming  months  to  ask:  Who  are 
we  as  a  people  of  faith?  What  does  it 
mean  to  be  a  "mainline"  church?  Why  is 
it  sometimes  harder  for  a  "mainline" 
church  to  articulate  its  faith  than  for  a 
more  evangelical  church? 

North  UMC  plans  to  use  the  Protestant 
segment  of  the  TV  series  on  Sunday 
mornings.  And.  like  many  other  United 
Methodist  churches,  it  will  use  the  entire 
series  to  reflect  on  the  whole  issue  of 
religious  experience  today.  ( A  number  of 
UM  congregations  will  no  doubt  be  using 
a  special  study  guide  prepared  by 
Frederick  and  Mary  Ann  Brussat  for 
Cultural  Information  Services,  to  work 
their  way  through  the  PBS  series  and 


has  completely  forgotten  what  his 
handicapping  condition  actually  was." 

The  document  warns  against  losing  the 
biblical  identity  of  the  church  as  the 
Body  of  Christ,  in  which  each  person’s 
uniqueness  builds  up  the  whole  body  in  a 
network  of  interdependent  relationships. 

To  the  extent  handicapped  persons  are 
kept  outside  the  church,  for  whatever 
reason,  the  Body  of  Christ  is  made  that 
much  weaker,  it  contends.  And  those 
within  the  church  .  .  .  are  denied  the 
means  of  grace  which  they  could  realize 
in  the  fellowship  and  growth  with  one 
another. 

"To  the  extent  that  some  are  excluded, 
all  are  handicapped,"  concludes  the 
paper. 

On  the  basis  of  this  theological 
rationale,  each  Christian  is  urged  to 
examine  himself/herself  "to  see  if  we 
are  part  of  the  problem.  Then  we  must 
act  decisively  to  make  the  church  the 
inclusive  fellowship  which  we  profess  it 
to  be." 


relate  it  to  their  own  personal 
"searches.” 

Reflecting  last  week  for  TM/UMR  on 
the  state  of  the  "mainline”  church  today, 
Dr.  Hamilton  declared  it  "healthy.”  He 
doesn’t  believe  for  a  moment  that 
"everyone  is  going  to  go  running  off  in 
the  next  25  years  and  join  the  Holiness 
movement.” 

Noting  a  pendulum  swing  in  the 
religious  history,  he  sees  the  recent  trend 
toward  personal  religious  experience  as 
not  only  inevitable  but  positive.  "That 
doesn’t  mean  wer’re  abandoning  our 
social  conscience.  It’s  still  there  and  still 
being  expressed.” 

is  church  too  comfortable? 

Is  the  "mainline"  church,  as  Lutheran 
theologian  Martin  Marty  defines  it  in  the 
TV  series,  one  which  is  "comfortable 
with  its  culture  rather  than  trying  to  save 
people  out  of  it"?  Objectively  and 
regrettably,  many  are,  Dr.  Hamilton 
agrees.  But  they  don’t  have  to  be. 
"Mainline”  Christians  can  recognize 
that  "God  works  out  His  agenda  in  this 
world  and  so  should  we  —  not  in  some 
separate  enclave.  But  they  can  still  see 
another  dimension  of  this  world  and  live 
at  a  deeper  level." 

To  those  like  Dr.  Marty,  who  says  in 
the  film  that  "mainline"  Protestantism 
is  in  "strategic  retreat  for  the  sake  of  the 
next  advance,"  Dr.  Hamilton  would 
disagree.  "The  people  in  the  mainline 
churches  I  know  don’t  feel  they’re 
retreating.” 

There  are  problems,  however,  which 
he  believes  a  "mainline"  denomination 
such  as  United  Methodism  shares:  (1) 
"We  don’t  have  the  zeal,  energy  and 
motivation  that  other  more  conservative 
churches  do.”  (2)  "We.  especially  United 
Methodists,  are  seeking  a  strong  identity 
which  is  hard  to  come  by  in  a  pluralistic 
church.” 

Nonetheless,  he  says,  the  certainty 
coming  from  many  conservative 
churches  today  comes  "at  the  cost  of 
simplification  of  the  Gospel.”  It’s  more 
attractive,  but  not  necessarily  more 
authentic,  to  say  loudly  and  clearly. 
"This  is  the  Word  of  God  and  these  are 
the  rules.”  The  mainline  church  must 
continue  to  assume  the  responsibility  for 
saying,  "We  don't  have  all  the  answers. 
Come  join  us  in  the  search,”  he  says. 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Ten  million 
children  in  the  U.S.  have  never  received 
any  medical  care,  half  the  nation’s 
children  have  never  seen  a  dentist  and 
one  million  children  were  physically 
abused  by  their  parents  in  1975. 

These  statistics  and  others  showing 
serious  problems  among  children  were 


Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  It  was  no  accident  that 
United  Methodism’s  Scarritt  College 
here  chose  a  layperson  as  its  president 
for  the  first  time  in  its  history,  claims  the 
man  who  assumed  that  post  June  1. 

His  appointment 
—  and  the  "lay 
perspective”  it 
brings  —  reflects 
some  needs  being 
echoed  across  the 
denomination  to¬ 
day,  Dr.  Douglas  R. 

Sasser  maintains. 

Those  needs  are  a 
clearer  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  role  of  Douglas  Sasser 
the  laity  in  today’s  church  —  and  more 
and  better-equipped  laypersons  to  serve 
the  church  professionally  in  ways  once 
thought  to  be  either  the  minister’s  job  or 
that  of  a  volunteer. 

In  fields  such  as  evangelism,  music 
and  Christian  education,  more  and  more 
local  churches  are  seeking  lay 
"specialists,”  Dr.  Sasser  told  TM/UMR 
in  a  recent  interview  —  and  that  spells 
urgency  for  a  school  like  Scarritt  which 
offers  both  undergraduate  and  graduate 
degrees  in  those  specialties. 

The  small  college  turns  out 
approximately  100  such  professionals 
each  year  and  still  can’t  keep  up  with  the 
demand.  Last  year’s  95  graduates 
received  an  average  of  14  job  offers  each. 
Dr.  Sasser  reports.  Recruiting  students 
will  be  one  major  personal  concern,  he 
says. 

Furthermore,  Dr.  Sasser  hopes  to 
expand  Scarritt’s  degree  program  to 
include  drama  and  communications  — 
both  specialties  he  believes  are  still  in 
short  supply  across  the  church. 

But  turning  out  skilled  professionals 
for  local  churches  isn’t  simply  a  numbers 
game,  the  new  chief  executive  noted.  He 
sees  Scarritt’s  job  under  his  leadership 
as  mission:  to  the  church,  to  the  world 
and,  not  incidentally,  to  its  students,  who 
are  "our  only  reason  for  doing  what 
we’re  doing.” 

Lifting  up  communications  with  both 


cited  by  President  Carter  in  appointing 
the  U.S.  Commission  on  the  U.N. 
International  Year  of  the  Child  (IYC). 

Even  more  impressive  to  a  small 
group  of  United  Methodist  Women,  who 
gathered  in  New  York  in  August  to  make 
plans  for  the  1979  observance,  was  the 
information  that  16  percent  of  all 


students  and  faculty  as  a  "must,”  the 
former  president  of  Pfeiffer  College  in 
North  Carolina  aims  to  help  students 
learn  "what  meaningful  service  really 
is.”  That  includes  saying  to  them, 
"What’s  wrong  with  being  given  hard 
work  to  do?”  But  it  also  means,  he  says, 
giving  strong  support  to  young  people 
"through  a  period  in  which  they  don’t 
believe  in  themselves.” 

He  intends  to  spend  a  good  portion  of 
time  listening,  he  says,  to  both  students 
and  faculty  who  "need  to  feel  they  have  a 
voice”  at  Scarritt  College. 

Dr.  Sasser  takes  on  his  new  post,  he 
says,  at  "a  good  time,  financially”  in  the 
life  of  the  only  college  wholly-owned  by 
the  UMC.  With  a  $1.4  million  operating 
budget  now  in  the  black  and  the 
successful  completion  last  May  of  a  $5 
million  fund  drive  primarily  for 
endowment,  the  school  is  now 
unencumbered.  He  does  not  intend  to  run 
the  financial  program,  although  “I  will 
work  with  our  finance  officer  ( Dr.  Robert 
Gentry,  recently  named  vice-president  of 
development.)” 

Assessing  Scarritt’s  role  in  the  church 
of  the  future,  Dr.  Sasser  believes  it  can 
and  must  expand.  Churches  are 
realizing,  he  says,  that  "we  need  to  free 
clergy  to  be  clergy”  and  employ  well- 
trained  laypersons  for  many  tasks. 
Diaconal  ministers  are  taking  an 
increasingly  active  role  in  the  leadership 
of  the  church.  And  even  pastors 
themselves  are  seeking  the  kind  of 
specialized  training  Scarritt  can  offer— 
"many,  for  example,  feel  driven  to  take  a 
course  in  evangelism.” 

Scarritt’s  job  is  not  to  compete  with 
seminaries,  he  says  —  nor  with  other 
United  Methodist  colleges.  (Scarritt 
enrolls  only  junior  and  senior 
undergraduates  and  graduate  students.) 
But  it  must  assume  full  responsibility  for 
the  kinds  of  training  it  can  best  provide. 

A  lifelong  active  United  Methodist 
layperson,  he  has,  he  says,  “an 
inordinate  respect  for  the  clergy.”  But  he 
also  believes  strongly  in  the  mission  of 
the  laity  —  a  belief  he  hopes  to  pass  on  to 
the  200-member  student  body  at  Scarritt. 


America’s  children  are  growing  up  in 
poverty,  below  the  government’s 
"understated  poverty  line.”  In  1976  that 
figure  stood  at  $5,500  for  a  family  of  four 
in  a  non-farm  environment. 

“That’s  a  bare  minimum,”  said 
Franna  Diamond,  program  specialist  for 
the  Children’s  Defense  Fund  of 
Washington,  D.C.  “Children  are  the 
poorest  age  group  in  our  population;  they 
constitute  an  even  larger  group  than  the 
elderly  poor,”  she  said. 

After  hearing  Ms.  Diamond,  the 
Women’s  Division  Task  Force  on  IYC  set 
goals  for  the  UMW  observance,  worked 
on  plans  for  a  human  rights  seminar  that 
will  focus  primarily  on  the  problems  of 
U.S.  children,  and  urged  regional 
consultations  be  held  to  see  the  total 
needs  of  children  and  how  church 
agencies  might  provide  a  full  spectrum 
of  services. 

Goals  proposed 

The  Women’s  Division  Task  Force  will 
propose  several  IYC  goals  to  the 
division’s  October  annual  meeting. 
These  include :  seeking  to  rediscover  the 
theological  basis  for  justice  for  children; 
highlighting  the  U.N.  Declaration  of  the 
Rights  of  the  Child;  learning  about  the 
children  of  other  cultures;  and  working 
for  justice  for  children  through  legal  and 
legislative  structures. 

The  Human  Rights  Seminar  scheduled 
for  Feb.  22-23  in  New  York  City  will  give 
special  emphasis  to  the  rights  of  children 
in  an  effort  to  increase  United  Methodist 
women’s  awareness  of  them. 

Possible  topics  for  "struggle  groups” 
at  the  seminar  include:  parent/family 
situations,  health  and  nutrition,  children 
in  crisis,  child  welfare,  children  and  the 
media,  education  and  child  care. 

Plans  were  made  for  several  regional 
consultations  involving  UMW  conference 
officers  and  staff  of  residential  and  non- 
residential  children’s  agencies  tradition¬ 
ally  supported  by  UMW.  The 
consultations  will  consider  the 
implications  of  IYC  for  these  agencies. 

Letters  to  Congress  urged 

Carol  Tice,  a  public  educator  from  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  and  one  of  23  com¬ 
missioners  appointed  by  President 
Carter,  suggested  United  Methodist 
women  write  U.S.  Rep.  Carl  D.  Perkins 
(D-Ky.),  who  chairs  the  House-Senate 
conference  committee  working  out  a  bill 
authorizing  funds  for  the  U.S. 
Commission.  She  urged  the  women  to 
express  their  support  for  a  strong  U.S. 
participation  in  IYC. 

In  closing  Ms.  Diamond  warned  the 
women:  “The  temptation  will  be  to 
debate  the  issues  rather  than  doing 
something  about  them,  tye  know  what 
children  need.  We  don’t  need  a  study  on 
hungry  children.  We  need  to  do 
something  about  feeding  them.” 
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Bible  On  Film  Coming  To  Louisiana 


Dr.  Guy  Garrett 


Mrs.  Betty  Garrett 


Missionary  Team 

Garretts  Available 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Guy  Garrett,  who  have 
served  in  Malaysia  and  Singapore  since 
1960,  will  be  serving  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  for  a  year  as  mission- 
interpreters. 

They  will  be  available  to  speak  at  local 
church  and  cluster  of  churches  mission 
events  and  missionary  conferences. 
Arrangements  to  have  them  in  your  area 
can  be  made  by  writing  them  at  2804 
Binkley.  Apt.  207,  Dallas,  Texas,  75205. 

They  will  be  working  through  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

While  assigned  to  Singapore,  Mrs. 
Garrett  taught  English  and  piano  at 
Trinity  Theological  College.  She  also 


served  as  a  counselor  for  the  Samaritans 
of  Singapore  and  was  manager  of  the 
Methodist  Guest  House. 

Born  and  raised  in  Lindsay.  Okla.,  she 
received  degrees  from  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

She  and  her  husband,  Guy,  have  three 
children:  Marc,  Gregory  and  Allison. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Garrett,  joined  the 
faculty  of  Trinity  Theological  College  in 
Singapore,  a  four-year  college  for  both 
English  and  Chinese-speaking 
candidates  for  Christian  ministry. 

He  was  also  raised  in  Lindsay,  Okla. 
He  attended  the  University  of  Oklahoma, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  Boston 
University. 


Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Monroe  were  among 
200  United  Methodist  Churches  selected 
from  470  nominations  from  across  the 
nation  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  receive  the  first  years 
production  of  the  New  Media  Bible, 
according  to  an  announcement  by  James 
E.  Alexander,  Nashville,  coordinator  of 
the  national  selection  process. 

“The  gift  involves  only  the  10  films 
currently  available  (covering  Genesis  1- 
22  and  Luke  1-2)  together  with  audio¬ 
visual  and  printed  materials,  said  Dr. 
Alexander.  “The  remaining  portion  of 
the  Bible  are  scheduled  to  be  completed 
in  media  form  over  the  next  several 
years.  Acceptance  of  the  gift  edition 
carries  no  obligation  that  churches 
purchase  the  succeeding  sets  of  films.” 

Earlier  this  year  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  received  a  gift  of  $500,000 
for  the  designated  purpose  of  purchasing 
and  placing  copies  of  the  New  Media 


Bible  in  a  cross-section  of  local  churches. 
Each  set  is  valued  at  $2,500. 

Each  church  will  send  two  persons  to  a 
one  and  a-half  day  training  event  to  help 
them  achieve  maximum  use  of  the 
materials.  The  full  color  and  sound  16 
mm  films  tell  stories  exactly  as  they  are 


given  in  the  Biblical  narratives,  word  for 
word,  and  without  elaboration. 

“The  New  Media  Bible  is  an  interfaith, 
international  project  to  translate  the 
written  language  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
into  the  language  of  the  visual  media. 


The  massive  task  of  translating  the 
entire  Bible  into  film  is  expected  to  take 
at  least  30  years.  Ten  new  films  are 
produced  each  year  covering  texts  from 
both  the  old  and  new  testaments.  More 
than  200  leading  scholars  are  associated 
with  the  project,  including  arcaeologists, 
historians,  biblical  scholars  and 
educators. 

Citing  figures  that  show  the  average 
child  watches  25  hours  of  television  per 
week.  Alexander  notes,  “An  American 
youth  graduating  from  high  school  today 
has  had  more  instruction  from  television 
than  from  any  other  source.”  He  said  the 
films  will  help  communicate  the  Gospel 
more  effectively  to  people  who  are 
products  of  the  “electronic  age.  ” 

United  Methodist  churches  already 
owning  “The  New  Media  Bible”  report  it 
has  proven  to  be  a  stimulus  to  Bible 
study,  seminars  and  discussion  groups 
which  have  contributed  to  increased 
church  and  church  school  attendance 


Five  Ministers-In-Training  Serving  Here 


Five  ministers-in-training  from  the 
Southern  Methodist  University  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  are  serving  as  interns 
in  Louisiana  Conference  churches  this 
year. 

The  students  and  the  cities  they  are 
interning  in  include:  Ann  Bledsoe, 


How  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Churches 
Could  Be  Strengthened  In  Louisiana 


Metairie;  Theresa  McConnel-Miller, 
Bogalusa;  Larry  George  Miller,  Pearl 
River;  and  John  Tracy,  Monroe.  Ed 
Boyd  is  serving  as  a  student  pastor 
model  in  Minden. 

Ninety-nine  ministers  in  training  are 
doing  internships  in  various  churches, 
institutions,  colleges  and  agencies  at  this 
time.  Dr.  Claus  Rohlfs,  director  of 
Perkins  Intern  Program,  reports  14  of 
the  interns  are  Roman  Catholic  deacons 
from  the  Oblate  College  of  the  Southwest 


V  t 


In  the  spring  the  Conference  Workshop 
on  Nurture  for  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Churches  was  held  in  Alexandria. 

Following  is  a  list  of  a  few  of  the 
recommendations  made  at  the  workshop 
that  could  help  strengthen  the  ethnic 
local  churches  in  Louisiana. 

•  There  is  a  need  in  Ethnic  Minority 
local  churches  in  Louisiana  for 
motivation,  inspiration  and  affirmation 
in  our  Church  Schools.  Experiences  such 
as  this  workshop  is  helpful  in  this  regard. 

•  Churches  need  help  in  developing 
church  school  sessions  other  than  the 
traditional  Sunday  morning  School. 
Saturday  morning  school  and  after 
school  Bible  study  groups  should  be 
researched. 

•  Ethnic  minority  ministers  need  more 
support  from  the  district 
superintendents,  such  as  visits  to  the 
parsonage  families,  and  support  for 


financial  causes. 

•  Open  communication  needs  to  be 
provided  by  insuring  responsible 
representation  on  United  Methodist 
boards  and  in  agencies  so  every  ethnic 
segment  will  be  aware  of  what’s  going  on 


from  the  beginning. 

•  There  is  a  need  for  workshops  among 
ethnic  minority  churches  on  evangelism, 
church  growth,  visitation,  spiritual 
growth  enrichment,  and  financial 
planning. 


Prison  Needs  Books 


You  can  help  support  the  prison 
ministry  by  sending  the  following  types 
of  reading  materials  —  westerns,  science 
fiction,  fiction,  biographies,  cross  words, 
comics,  general  reading  material  —  to 
Dixon  Correctional  Institute,  P.  O.  Box 
788,  Jackson,  La.  70748. 

Recent  issues  of  used  paperbacks  may 


be  collected  by  churches,  organizations 
or  interested  laymen  willing  to 
participate  in  this  ministry.  Books  and 
materials  should  be  boxed  or  wrapped 
and  tied  securely  before  mailing. 

“Thank  you  for  your  continued  prayers 
and  support  of  this  ministry,”  says 
Bertrand  Griffin,  chaplain  at  the  Dixon 
Institute. 
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John  Tracy 

in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Also,  four  of  the 
interns  this  year  are  serving  in  Liberia 
The  fielding  of  the  1978-79  class  of 
interns  follows  a  series  of  extensive 


Monta  Ann  Bledsoe 

training  and  orientation  sessions  with  the 
interns,  spouses,  field  instructors, 
consultants  and  Perkiris  staff 
supervisors. 


Troy  Boyd 


Theresa  McConnell-Miller 


Larry  Miller 


Around  The  Conference 


St.  Luke’s  Youth  Travel  To  ‘Noah’s  Ark 


SHREVEPORT  -  Noah's  Ark  in 
Panama  City,  Fla.,  was  the  destination 
for  the  mission  trip  recently  taken  by 
the  United  Methodist  Youth  of  St. 
Luke’s  UMC. 

About  24  youths  and  seven  adults 
spent  four  days  at  the  Ark,  a  United 
Methodist  beach  ministry  house  where 
gospel  music  geared  to  interest  youths 
is  sung  nightly. 

Cathy  Finnelh  program  coordinator 
at  St.  Luke's,  said  the  group  spent 
several  afternoons  on  the  beach 
inviting  people  to  attend  the  musicals. 

The  trip  was  a  good  experience  for 
the  youths  not  only  because  it  helped 
them  learn  to  budget  their  money  but 
because  it  helped  them  learn  how  to 
relate  to  strangers,  it  gave  them  the 
experience  of  participating  in  a 
ministry,  said  Mrs.  Finnell. 

“It  gave  them  a  deeper  awareness 
and  appreciation  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Hopefully,  it 
broadened  their  view  of  our  chqrch 
beyond  the  four  walls  of  St.  Luke’s," 
she  said. 


Youth  Get  Dear 

BATON  ROUGE  —  The  First  United 
Methodist  Church  has  announced  that 
Rev.  Willis  Dear  is  the  new  minister  of 
youth. 

Originally  from  Shreveport,  Rev. 
Dear  completed  his  undergraduate 
work  at  Centenary  College  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
at  SMU  in  Dallas,  Texas.  For  the  past 
six  years  he  has  been  a  minister  to  the 
youth  at  First  Church  in  Slidell.  He  has 
also  served  as  district  coordinator  of 
outh  in  both  the  Shreveport  and 


Hammond  Districts  and  as  Conference 
Coordinator  of  Youth  for  three  years  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 


In  Memoriam 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Fannie 
Norman  Carter,  86,  widow  of  Methodist 
Minister  Van  Carter,  were  held 
recently  in  Greenwood,  Ind. 

Mrs.  Carter  was  a  native  of  Tamalco, 
Ill.  and  a  former  resident  of  Baton 
Rouge. 


Scholarship  Given 

METAIRIE  -  Metairie  UMC 
presented  its  first  Memorial  Fund 
Scholarship  to  Steve  Lambert,  a 
freshman  at  Centenary  College. 

"Steve  has  grown-up  in  the  church  and 
it  was  very  appropriate  for  him  to  be  the 
first  to  receive  the  award.  The  church 
will  offer  the  scholarship  to  any  of  its 
students  choosing  a  church-related 
career.”  said  Joy  LeBoutillier,  com¬ 
munications  coordinator  for  the  church. 


Steve  Lambert 


Honoring  Members 

NEW  IBERIA  -  A  Student 
Recognition  Day,  Vacation  Church 
School  and  a  ceremony  to  honor 
members  for  their  years  of  faithful 
service  were  some  of  the  programs  held 
this  summer  at  St.  James  UMC. 

Mrs.  Esther  B.  Hurd  directed  the  VC 
School. 

Mrs.  Joyce  Marie  Joseph,  a  member 
of  the  church  and  a  special  education 
teacher  in  Iberia  Parish,  spoke  at  the 
ceremony  to  honor  faithful  members 
for  their  years  of  service.  Those 
honored  include:  Bary  Stinson,  Ulysses 
Bernard,  James  Jackson,  Ruth  Bolden, 
Neomi  Francis,  M.  F.  Hector,  Jennie 
Fareman,  Dareathea  Viltz,  Mary 
Felon,  Sedonia  Boutte,  Zenolia 
Boseman,  Lillian  Bowles  and  Anna  L. 
Joseph. 

Summer  Of  Fun 

JENNINGS  -  First  UMC  Church  has 
completed  a  summer  youth  program, 
directed  by  Bart  Weaver,  a  1978 
Centenary  Christian  Education 
graduate  and  a  resident  of  Shreveport. 

A  spaghetti  supper,  training  and 
spiritual  retreats  and  a  trip  to 
Astroworld  in  Houston  were  on  the 
youths'  agenda.  To  finance  the  trip  to 
Astroworld  the  group  sponsored  a  rock- 
a-thon.  Part  of  the  funds  raised  were 
donated  to  the  Muscular  Dystrophy 
drive. 

Bart  was  honored  for  his  summer 
work  by  the  youth  at  a  recent  reception. 

Dr.  Haynes  Speaks 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes 
Jr.,  minister  of  Wesley  UMC,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  recent  opening 
Convocation  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas. 


Guessing  Trip 

SLIDELL  —  One  of  the  summer 
activities  of  the  First  UMC  was  to 
sponsor  a  "Mystery  Trip"  for  the  junior 
high  youths.  Publicity  began  over  a 
month  in  advance  with  nonsense  clues  to 
spark  interest.  As  the  youths  loaded  the 
bus,  parents  were  given  a  copy  of  the 
itinerary  but  the  kids  had  to  watch  and 
wait  to  determine  where  the  trip  would 
end.  The  bus  landed  in  Houston  with  the 
youths  enjoying  trips  to  Marine  World, 
the  beach  and  Astroworld.  Worship  times 
were  also  enjoyed. 

Youth  Honored 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  -  Fran 
McDavitt,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  W.  McDavitt  of  Baton  Rouge,  has 
been  awarded  a  Centenary  College 
Alumni  Scholarship,  $1,920  for  tuition 
and  fees. 

The  scholarship,  awarded  to  a  student 
who  graduates  with  a  3.0  or  better  grade 
average  and  high  ACT  or  SAT  scores,  is 
renewable  for  the  next  three  years  if  the 
student  maintains  a  3.0  average. 

In  Memoriam 

Rachel  Branton  Harris,  daughter  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs  R.  R.  Branton  and  sister 
of  Council  on  Ministries  Director  Ray 
Branton  died  Sept.  12  in  Houston,  Tx. 
The  family  wishes  to  thank  the  many 
persons  who  have  expressed  sympathy 
and  concern. 

Education  Week 

On  Sunday  a  special  offering  should 
be  taken  in  churches  throughout  the 
conference  for  Christian  Education, 
reminds  Odell  Simmons,  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

This  week  has  been  designated 
Christian  Education  Week  and  it  is  a 
time  to  concentrate  on  the  work  and 
ministry  of  the  Church  School. 


Clo iv n s  At  Fi rs t 

LAFAYETTE  —  A  special  feature  of 
Youth  Activities  week  at  First  Church 
was  a  clown  show  directed  by  Miss  Van 
Chauvin. 

Van,  a  professor  of  nursing  at  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Arlington  was 
recently  visiting  her  grandmother,  Mrs. 
E.  V.  Chauvin,  here  and  she  volunteered 
to  help  the  youth  at  First  learn  how  to 
“clown  around.  ” 

Van  is  a  member  of  a  voluntary  group, 
“Clowns  for  Christ.  ” 


Wom  en ’s  Day  Held 

BATON  ROUGE  -  “The  Role  of 
Christian  Women  in  Times  Like 
These,"  was  the  theme  for  the  annual 
Women’s  Day  observed  at  Wesley 
United  MetHodist  Church,  Sept.  17. 

Mrs.  Geraldyne  P.  Califte,  an 
educator  who  is  a  member  of  Wesley 
UMC,  was  the  main  speaker  for  the 
occasion. 

Mrs.  Vivian  W.  Matthews  was 
chairman  of  the  event. 


Ushering  Sum  m  er  Out 


Churches  across  the  Conference  enjoyed  picnics  with 
homemade  icecream  and  recreation  this  summer.  Recently  the 
Henning  Memorial  UMC  ushered  good  ol’  summertime  out  with 
its  annual  church  picnic.  While  some  folks  lounged  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ouiska  Chitto  River  at  Lake  Charles  District  Camp,  their 
more  daring  friends  played  in  the  water. 
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Cuts  in  NCC  social  action  budget 
regrettable,  but  understandable 


Citing  a  decrease  in  funding  by  its 
member  denominations,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  last  week 
announced  a  major  cut  in  the  staff  of  its 
social  action  agency,  the  Division  of 
Church  and  Society. 

We  agree  with  national  council 
officials  who  have  termed  such  a 
necessity  regrettable.  We  believe  the 
NCC’s  role  as  an  advocate  of  Christian 
social  action  on  issues  facing  our  society 
should  be  one  major  part  of  its  purpose 
as  an  organization.  Insofar  as  staff  cuts 
will  lessen  the  ability  of  the  council  to 
speak  effectively  and  forthrightly  to 
these  issues,  they  are  regrettable. 

But  while  we  share  the  regrets  of  NCC 
officials,  we  believe  their  explanation  of 
the  necessity  for  these  cuts  is  out  of  touch 
with  reality. 

Dr.  Lucius  Walker  Jr.,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  NCC,  said  he 
believes  the  reduction  in  money 
available  is  related  principally  to 
financial  problems  with  denominations 
which  have  been  “passed  on"  to  the  NCC, 
rather  than  to  controversial  actions  by 
the  agency.  Part  of  the  blame  also  has 
been  placed  on  a  so-called  "provincial" 
mindset  in  local  churches  which 
supposedly  has  turned  the  attention  of 
those  churches  away  from  global 
concerns  to  local  programs  which  can  be 
directly  controlled. 

We  believe  both  premises  are  naive 
and  miss  the  real  message .  local 
churches  today  are  trying  to 
communicate: 

•  First,  the  decline  in  NCC  funding  is 
not  principally  related  to  hard  financial 
times  in  local  churches  and  member 
denominations.  Total  giving  to  religious 
bodies  in  the  United  States  is  not  down  — 
it  is  up,  compared  to  any  other  time  in 
the  past  decade.  Even  in  terms  of  "real 
money"  —  with  adjustments  for  inflation 
and  the  cost  of  operating  the  church  — 
most  Christian  denominations  are  not  in 
the  midst  of  financial  decline. 


Money  is  available  and  will  continue  to 
be  available  for  programs  and  projects 
which  capture  the  imagination  and 
commitment  of  American  Christians. 
Agencies  whose  work  is  in  tune  with  the 
understanding  of  Christian  mission  held 
in  the  local  churches  will  not  be  strapped 
for  funding. 

Agencies  which  in  fact  or  appearance 
are  not  responsive  to  the  Christian 
convictions  of  local  church  members, 
will  increasingly  face  difficulty  in  raising 
their  budgets. 

•  It  likewise  is  inaccurate  to  claim  the 
mood  of  local  churches  is  “provincial" 
and  opposed  to  funding  global  mission 
efforts. 

We  do  not  hear  local  churches  asking  to 
control  national  and  international 
mission  agencies.  We  hear  them 
expressing  frustration  that  they  cannot 
influence  the  decision-making  processes 
of  organizations  such  as  the  NCC,  and 
asserting  that  the  only  way  to  avoid 
providing  financial  support  for  programs 
which  violate  their  Christian  convictions 
is  to  withdraw  financial  support  of  NCC- 
related  projects. 

It  is  the  image  of  the  national  council’s 
social  action  agency  as  a  body  of  persons 
who  want  to  "do  their  own  thing  with  our 
money"  that  is  the  major  problem.  When 
local  church  persons  are  sufficiently 
informed  and  sold  on  a  project,  they  will 
give  generously,  regardless  of  who  is  "at 
the  controls.” 

We  believe  an  important  first  step  in 
reversing  the  decline  in  the  budget  of  the 
NCC's  Division  of  Church  and  Society 
would  be  for  NCC  officials  to  take  an 
honest  and  objective  look  at  the  gaps 
which  have  grown  into  chasms  through 
the  years  between  the  understandings  of 
Christian  mission  by  that  agency  and  by 
local  churches. 

If  the  chasms  were  filled  in,  talk  of  our 
"troubled  economy"  and  the  mood 
trends  of  persons  in  the  pews  would 
become  moot  conversation. 


‘Victimless  crime’  has  victims 


Another  in  a  series  of  government- 
financed  studies  released  last  week 
suggests  that  the  time  may  be  at  hand  for 
law  enforcement  officials  to  begin 
looking  the  other  way  in  cases  of  so- 
called  "victimless  crime.” 

The  assumption  is  that  illegal  acts  such 
as  prostitution  and  gambling  are  not 
crimes  committed  by  one  person  against 
another  and  should,  therefore,  be 
regarded  as  more  a  matter  of  personal 
decision  than  legal  mandate. 

Stretched  a  step  further,  this  "logic” 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  edition 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes  a 
new  local  church  edition  at  St.  Luke’s 
UMC  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida  (Florida 
Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  950  subscriber- 
families  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  news  of 
their  own  local  church  printed  on  the 
front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  newspaper  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  denomination  in  providing 
feedback  via  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
Correction 

In  our  welcome  to  a  new  local  church 
edition  at  Christ  UMC  in  Shreveport, 
Louisiana,  last  week  we  incorrectly 
stated  the  number  of  subscribers.  Each 
week  nearly  400  subscriber-families  will 
receive  Christ  UMC’s  newspaper. 

Again  we  say  “Welcome.  ” 
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It  is  /,  Lord 

ByNITASCHUH 

Yes,  it  is  I,  Lord, 

Your  unworthy,  impatient  child 
Who  always  wants  results  instantly. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  even  You 
Do  not  immediately  recognize  me. 
How  weary  you  must  be  of  my  eternal 
1  ‘Give  me  this ,  grant  me  that ;  and 
Please  do  thus  and  so  for  me!" 

Today  I  come  before  You,  Lord, 

For  the  joy  of  being  in  Your  Presence. 
Not  to  ask;  to  give  thanks! 

Not  to  cry  ;  to  sing! 

Not  to  importune ;  to  praise ! 

And  to  calm  and  quiet  my  soul 
In  Thy  forgiving  love. 


SEPTEMBER  22.  I»7H 


Here  I  Stand 

Ecumenism  can  instill  a  deeper 
respect  for  religion  of  others 


By  ROY  CHARLES  AGTE 
Methodism  has  always  had  at  the  heart 
of  its  faith  a  deep  concern  and  respect  for 
the  integrity  and  the  sovereignty  of  each 
person’s  own  religious  experience.  We 
were  not  and  are  not  a  church  of  creed  or 
book  or  pope.  The  appeal  to  final 
authority  has  always  been  the  appeal  to 
individual  conscience.  The  danger  in 
such  a  faith  is  evidenced  by  the  number 
of  those  who  have  taken  this  individual 
experience  and  sought  to  generalize  it 
into  a  rule  for  the  whole  of  humankind. 
The  benefits  of  such  a  faith  are  those 
which  give  people  their  only  hope  of 
seeing  themselves  as  persons  of  integrity 
and  genuine  beingness  Upon  such  a 


belief  is  our  ecumenism  founded. 

Ecumenism  for  us  is  not  a  matter  of 
finding  a  common  creed  or  set  of  beliefs. 
It  is  not  important  to  us  that  a  single 
church  policy  be  developed  or  that  a  rigid 
interpretation  of  the  Sacraments  be 
entertained.  What  is  important  for  us  is 
that  there  be  inaugurated  a  new  day  in 
which  there  is  instilled  in  each  of  us  a 
deep  and  profound  respect  for  the 
integrity  of  the  religious  experience  of  all 
whom  we  call  brothers  and  sisters.  We 
admit  our  weakness  and  the  forces  which 
divide  us  from  each  other.  Chief  among 
these  is  ignorance.  We  simply  do  not  and 
have  not  made  any  significant  attempt  to 
understand  our  brother  at  prayer.  We 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Should  we  evangelize  Jews? 


says  that  since  a  primary  duty  of  police 
is  to  protect  people  from  other  people, 
these  “victimless  crimes"  are  a  waste  of 
law  enforcement  time.  When  money  to 
run  police  departments  runs  short  —  as 
seems  always  to  be  the  case  — 
enforcement  of  laws  relating  to  these 
crimes  is  touted  as  something  that  can  be 
dropped. 

We  have  two  basic  concerns  as  some 
government  officials  push  for  an  end  to 
the  struggle  against  these  "victimless 
crimes:’’ 

•  Prostitution  and  gambling  are  not 
"victimless.”  The  victims  of  these 
crimes  are  not  only  the  pitiful  individuals 
who  participate  in  them  but  the 
neighborhoods  where  they  thrive  and  the 
innocent  persons  whose  lives  they  touch 
indirectly.  It  is  a  role  of  law  not  only  to 
protect  life  and  property  but  to  safeguard 
the  quality  of  life  within  our  society. 

•  Economics  cannot  be  allowed  to  be 
the  overriding  consideration  in  the 
enforcement  of  law.  While  it  is  true  that 
the  enforcement  of  prostitution  and 
gambling  laws  is  difficult  and  time 
consuming,  this  must  not  outweigh  other 
considerations.  Traffic  and  parking 
violations  are  likewise  time-consuming 
and  ponderous  to  enforce,  but  they  are 
nonetheless  important  if  we  are  to 
function  as  a  society  living  together  in 
some  semblance  of  harmony. 

The  key  to  enforcing  our  laws  against 
"victimless  crime"  is  recognition  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens  that  these  crimes  are 
worth  combatting.  As  Christian  citizens 
we  must  commit  ourselves  to  opposing 
crimes  of  all  types,  and  as  taxpayers  we 
must  be  willing  to  back  our  commitment 
with  the  funds  necessary  for  our  police 
forces  to  do  their  work. 


To  the  Editor: 

Although  I  tried,  I  just  couldn’t  let  the 
letter  entitled  "Christians  shouldn’t  try 
to  evangelize  the  Jews”  (TM/UMR, 
August  11)  pass  by  without  a  response.  I 
can  agree  that  Jesus  Christ  needs  to  be 
presented  to  the  members  of  the  Nazi 
Party  and  the  Klu  Klux  Klan,  but  we 
must  not  stop  there.  Jesus  told  us  "Go  ye 
into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  every  creature.”  (Mark  16:15) 

Furthermore,  I  do  not  believe  we  can 
interpret  Romans  11:25-28  as  a 
commandment  telling  us  not  to 
evangelize  the  Jews.  On  the  contrary, 
Paul  wrote  in  Romans  10:1  that  his 
"heart’s  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for 
Israel  is,  that  they  might  be  saved."  In 
verses  12  and  13  he  says  “For  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  Jew  and  Greek: 
for  the  same  Lord  over  all  is  rich  unto  all 
that  call  upon  him.  For  whosoever  shall 
call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
saved." 

I  am  also  reminded  of  that  beautiful 
story  of  Jesus,  when  he  told  Nicodemus, 
a  Jew,  "Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God."  (John 
3:3) 

Because  “evangelism"  is  one  of  our 
missional  priorities,  I  believe  we  as 
United  Methodists  need  to  respond  to  the 
"Great  Commission"  and  preach  the 
Good  News  of  Jesus  to  all  creatures, 
including  the  Jews. 

Steve  Springer 
Winter  Haven,  Florida 

Let’s  not  judge 

To  the  Editor: 

A  million  thanks  for  publishing  the 
letter  written  by  Ruth  Erder  who  brings 
up  the  question,  why  don’t  we  quit  trying 
to  evangelize  the  Jews  and  put  all  our 
energy  into  evangelizing  Nazis, 
Klansmen  and  youthful  criminals. 

We  cringe  in  Sunday  School  when  we 
hear  "born  again"  Christians  declare 
that  we  must  reach  all  Jews  with  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  or  they  are  going 
to  go  to  hell.  How  dare  they  judge!  How 
many  souls  are  there  whom  we  accuse  of 
having  rejected  Jesus  Christ  when  in 
truth  they  have  not  rejected  Him  at  all. 
They  have  merely  rejected  our  unkind, 
unloving  witness! 

Let  us  not  insist  that  there  are  two 
kinds  of  people  in  the  world,  the  saved 
and  the  lost.  Let  us  say  instead  that  there 
are  the  saved  and  the  potentially  saved, 
and  only  Jesus  Christ  knows  for  sure 
which  is  which.  Our  first  duty  toward  the 
nonbeliever,  however  we  may  interpret 
the  term,  is  to  love  Him.  If  we  do  this  we 
can  trust  God  for  his  eternal  salvation. 

We  insist  that  Jesus  Christ  is  God,  the 
Creator  is  God,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  God! 
That’s  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  If  the 
Jews  are  obedient  to  God  and  serve  Him 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  then  they  are 
serving  Jesus  Christ  whether  they  know 
‘  it  or  not.  “Who  serves  my  Father  as  a  son 
is  surely  kin  to  me.”  Let  us  affirm  Jesus 
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My  Witness 

Don’t  keep  up  with 
Joneses ,  be  6 Jones’ 


Don  Pyle 


By  DON  PYLE 

Recently,  while  attending  a  family 
dinner  for  one  of  my  cousins  who  had  just 
been  promoted  to  president  of  a  Houston 
bank,  I  heard  him  tell  this  story. 

After  his  promotion  to  the  job  of 
president,  two  members  of  the  board  of 
directors  stopped  by  his  house  one  night 
to  talk.  They  were  anxious  to  know  if  he’d 
been  looking  for  a  new  home,  one  that 
would  accommodate  his  new  lifestyle.  He 
replied  that  he  and  his  family  were  very 
happy  where  they  lived  and  felt  no 
change  in  their  lives  was  necessary. 

The  persistent  pair  of  board  members 
argued  vehemently  that  they  expected 
their  bank  officers,  especially  senior 
officers,  to  live  according  to  their 
position.  A  position  of  such  importance 
meant  he  would  need  a  nicer,  more 
lavish  home,  a  luxury  car,  tailor-made 
suits,  as  well  as  attendance  at  all  the 
local  social  functions  at  the  country  club. 

To  all  of  this  my  cousin  replied,  "Yea,  I 
see  what  you  mean.  All  of  my  life  I’ve 
been  hearing  you  gotta  keep  up  with  the 
Joneses.  Well,  gentlemen,’’  now 
somewhat  irritated  with  their 
suggestions,  “when  you  step  foot  into  my 
modest,  humble,  little  home,  I’M 
JONES."  The  demanding  duo  hastily 
exited  his  house,  and  didn’t  bother  him 
anymore. 

Well,  we  all  had  a  good  laugh  after  he 
had  finished  his  tale,  but  later  I  thought 


about  the  deep  meaning  of  his  words.  To 
me,  those  simple  words  of  wisdom  could 
be  applied  to  each  and  every  one  of  us  in 
our  daily  lives  as  Christians. 

Are  we  trying  to  keep  up  with  the 
Joneses  or  are  we  Jones?  This  is  a 
question  we  should  all  ask  ourselves.  Are 
we  letting  our  light  shine  before  men  for 
others  to  see,  or  are  we  propelling  it  with 
synthetic  fuel?  If  the  latter  be  the  case, 
we  may  be  able  to  fool  some  people,  but 
we  aren’t  fooling  ourselves  and  we’re 
sure  not  fooling  the  good  Lord.  Sooner  or 
later,  that  synthetic  fuel  will  wear  out 
and  then  we’ll  have  to  face  the  real  thing. 

Now  is  the  time  for  each  of  us  to  re¬ 
examine  our  lives  to  see  what  direction 
we’re  going,  whether  it  be  keeping  up 
with  the  Joneses  or  being  Jones.  Instead 
of  complaining  about  what  we  don’t 
have,  why  not  count  our  blessings  and  be 
thankful  for  what  we  do  have.  It  sure 
makes  you  sleep  better  at  night  knowing 
you’re  plentiful  in  the  spiritual  blessings 
department.  It  beats  tossing  and  turning, 
wondering  how  to  keep  up  with  the 
Joneses.  I'd  much  rather  know  I  was 
Jones,  wouldn’t  you? 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate  a 
meaningful  experience  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Don  G.  Pyle, 
is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Madisonville,  Texas  (Texas  Annual 
Conference ). 


W£  CERTAINLY  ISN'T 
WANT  those  OLP 
STUCK-  IN- TME-MUPS 
OUT  HERE  IN  THE 
SUBURBS 


Christ’s  people  and  with  them  help  build 
a  better  world. 

Florence  P.  Byerley 
Ship  Bottom,  New  Jersey 

Test  tube  baby  okay 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  stating  that  the  work 
which  provided  for  the  birth  of  the  "test 
tube  baby"  was  an  assistance  to  the 
natural  thing,  rather  than  a  substitute, 
was  convincing  and  represented  a  logic 
which  escaped  many  folks  (TM/UMR, 
Aug.  11). 

To  farm  people  in  the  livestock 
business,  all  this  fuss  about  the 
conception  and  the  baby  was  a  great 
surprise.  Artificial  insemination  has 
come  to  be  a  "way  of  life”  in  the 
improvement  of  animals  for  the  benefit 
of  mankind.  At  least  80  percent  of  our 
dairy  cows  today  have  been  artificially 
conceived;  and  a  month  or  so  before  the 
human  baby  arrived  in  Britain,  a  calf 
was  born  in  Germany  which  was  the 
result  of  artificial  insemination  in 
California,  after  which  the  embryo  was 
frozen  and  taken  to  Germany  where  it 
was  implanted  in  a  foster  mother. 

Several  people  in  the  religious  field 
have  aired  their  fear  that  this  tampering 
with  nature  is  upsetting  and  maybe 
immoral.  It  is  tampering  with  nature. 
But  we  do  several  things  along  that  line, 
such  as  a  vaccination  for  protection 
against  polio. 

Elden  R.  Groves 
Salem,  Ohio 

Church  is  perfect 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  recently  read  two  published 
letters  in  TM/UMR  stating  that  the 
church  is  imperfect. 

I  believe  that  the  church  is  the  perfect 
bride  of  Christ.  It  is  the  instrumental 
plan  for  the  upreach  and  outreach  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  proclaim  that  the  light  of 
the  world  is  available  to  all,  and  to 
proclaim  the  Lamb  of  God  "that  taketh 
away  the  sins  of  the  world.  ” 

Therefore,  I  believe  for  sure  that  the 
imperfect  part  of  the  church,  if  such  a 
thing  is  possible  for  a  person  truly 
committed  to  seeking  after 
righteousness,  is  we  the  church 
members.  The  church  is  of  God  and  will 
stand.  Will  we?  So  dare  we  try? 

Pearl  B.  Mabry 
Pulaski,  Virginia 

Sermons  unavailable 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  just  possible  that  there  is  a  scandal 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  It 
centers  on  the  seeming  unavailability  of 
John  Wesley’s  "44  Sermons,”  which  is 
one  of  our  church’s  doctrinal  standards. 
In  a  most  unusual  burst  of  enthusiasm 
for  the  writings  of  our  beloved  founder, 
five  members  of  our  church  asked  me  to 
obtain  for  them  copies  of  Wesley’s 
sermons.  After  many  months  of  delay  I 
have  finally  been  informed  by  Cokesbury 
that  the  volume  (the  paperback  edition 
from  Allenson  Press  in  Naperville, 
Illinois)  is  not  presently  available  from 
the  publisher. 

Few  people  read  Wesley  anymore, 
and  it  just  doesn't  pay  a  publisher  to  print 
up  volumes  that  will  gather  dust  on 
bookstore  shelves.  But  it  is  most 
unfortunate  that  it  has  come  to  this. 

I  have  two  suggestions  to  remedy  the 
situation.  First,  our  publishing  house 
ought  to  see  if  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  them  to  take  over  the 
publishing  of  Wesley’s  sermons  from 
Allenson  since  the  latter  has  obviously 
lost  its  enthusiasm  for  the  volume.  The 
monetary  loss  of  printing  the  book  could 
be  absorbed  by  our  publishing  house’s 
yearly  profits  an(J  could  be  seen  as  a 
service  to  Christendom.  Second,  we 
ought  to  get  busy  and  produce  a  fine  two- 
volume,  hardback,  annotated  edition  of 
Wesley’s  sermons  in  time  for  our 
bicentennial  in  1984.  Such  an  edition 
ought  to  be  available  on  this  side  of  the 


Atlantic,  too.  And,  besides,  it  would  give 
Albert  Outler  something  else  to  do. 

Sanford  Wylie,  Jr. 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Religion,  not  politics 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  filtering  through 
the  "Letters  to  the  Editor”  in  the  August 
18  issue.  It  is  distressing  to  me  to  find 
that  they  are  filled  with  evidence  of  the 
church's  meddling  in  the  political  affairs 
of  other  nations,  condoning  immortality 
and  criticism  of  the  very  foundation  of 
our  being. 

I  can  tell  you  in  a  short  sentence  what 
is  wrong  with  the  Methodist  Church.  It  is 
found  in  the  "Book  of  Discipline,"  Part  I, 
The  Constitution,  Preamble,  page  19: 

"The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  exists  in 
and  for  the  world." 

When  and  if  we  are  willing  to  insist  on 
and  live  according  to  the  real  reason  for 
our  being,  we  will  not  be  divided.  I  would 
suggest  that  it  would  help  immensely  if 
we  would  rewrite  that  particular 
referred  to  sentence  to  read  "The  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  exists  in  and  for  JESUS 
CHRIST."  We  are  here  for  no  other 
reason  than  to  further  the  Gospel  so  that 
He  can  live  in  us  and  work  through  us  and 
we  can  attain  salvation  through  Him. 

We  do  not  belong  to  the  world  —  we 
belong  to  God.  We  are  here  to  please  Him 
—  not  the  world  nor  man.  If  you  do  not 
believe  that,  then  you  ought  to  call 
yourself  Christian. 

W.  Testa 

Los  Angeles,  California 


think  he  is  queer  if  he  is  different  from 
us.  Another  divisive  factor  is  that  we 
really  don’t  care  about  each  other.  A 
common  basis  of  our  varying  faiths  is  a 
belief  in  the  centrality  of  love.  Our  love 
for  each  other  is  notorious  for  its 
absence.  A  third  divisive  factor  is  that  we 
are  inclined  to  place  external  things  — 
rituals,  forms,  creeds  —  above  persons. 
We  tend  to  become  enamoured  of  those 
things  to  the  extent  that  they  become  the 
focus  of  our  worship  —  false  gods  that 
lead  nowhere. 

I  believe  that  the  basic  words  for  the 
new  day  of  ecumenism  are  INTEGRITY 
and  TRUST.  Each  of  us  must  be  sure  that 
what  we  proclaim  as  our  religious 
experience  is  the  clearest  and  most 
honest  understanding  that  is  ours  to 
obtain  of  that  which  is  of  ultimate 
concern  and  value  to  us.  Out  of  our 
concern  for  our  fellowman  it  is  obvious 
that  we  are  called  upon  to  witness  to  the 
Word  which  has  been  given  to  us  and 
which  brings  us  such  joy.  When  such  a 
witness  is  made  to  us,  it  then  becomes 
our  imperative  to  believe  and  trust  that 
what  is  being  said  is  important  and  vital 
to  the  bearer.  We  must  learn  to  accept 
and  trust  the  person  as  he  is  and  with  the 
witness  he  makes.  There  can  be  no  real 
ecumenism  where  constant  manipula¬ 
tion,  subtle  or  overt,  is  at  work.  Real 
trust  is  when  we  recognize  our  differ¬ 
ences.  Only  by  such  trust  can  we 
maintain  the  dignity  and  worth  of  each 
person  under  God. 

As  United  Methodists  we  reaffirm  our 
belief  in  those  virtues  of  integrity  and 
trust.  An  evidence  of  our  concern  is  the 
reemphasizing  of  those  tenets  which 
have  always  been  dear  to  us: 

(1)  We  recognize  the  validity  of 
baptism  in  any  denomination  —  no 
person  upon  entering  into  our 
fellowship  need  be  rebaptized. 

(2)  We  reaffirm  our  practice  of  open 
Communion  —  no  believer  shall 
ever  be  barred  from  our  table 
except  by  his  own  choosing. 

(3)  We  recognize  the  membership  of 
any  person  from  any  denomination 
—  no  retaking  of  vows  shall  be 
necessary  to  join  our  fellowship, 
but  only  a  recognition  of  vows  once 
made. 

(4)  We  recognize  the  ordination  of  all 
clergymen  —  it  is  not  necessary 
that  there  be  any  additional  laying 
on  of  hands  to  validate  an 
ordination  once  made. 

(5)  We  recognize  the  place  in  the 
fellowship  of  the  church  for 
varying  opinions  and  insist  on  the 
right  of  all  to  be  heard  in  brotherly 
love. 

We  declare  these  beliefs  to  be  our 
witness  to  the  ecumenical  Movement  as 
it  moves  throughout  the  land.  We  believe 
these  tenets  to  be  important  for  the 
development  of  a  real  spirit  of 
ecumenism.  If  these  beliefs  do  not  speak 
to  you,  it  is  our  hope  that  they  may,  at 
least,  speak  to  you  of  us  —  and  thus,  in 
love,  we  may  continue  together  in  our 
search  for  that  day  when  our  love  will 
truly  make  us  brothers  and  sisters  under 
God  and  through  Christ ! 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Roy 
Charles  Agle,  is  a  counselor  at  State 
University  College  in  Brockport,  New 
York.  He  is  an  elder  of  the  Western  New 
York  Annual  Conference. 
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HANDBOOK  FOR 
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SECRETARIES 

E.  Jane  Mall 

Finally,  a  handbook 
dealing  with  the  special 
demands  and 
opportunities  which  face 
the  church  secretary, 
whether  she  is  in  a  small 
or  large  church.  It 
illustrates  how  to 
manage  these 
often-time-consuming 
tasks  in  a  more  effective, 
imaginative,  and  career 
supporting  fashion.  E. 
Jane  Mall, 

editor/publisher  of  The 
Church  Secretary  Swap 
Shop,  includes 
numerous  sample  forms 
and  a  subject  index. 
$5.95 
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Is  Christian  faith  worth  sharing? 

Affirmative  answer  seen  as  key  to  church  school  education 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Is  God  necessary?  Is  the  church 
important?  Is  the  Christian  faith  worth 
sharing? 

On  the  answers  to  those  questions  — 
far  more  than  on  “classroom 
mechanics”  or  church  school 
recruitment  gimmicks  —  hangs  the 
future  of  Christian  education  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  So  say  a  number 
of  UM  educators  who  are  disturbed  about 
a  “crisis  in  faith”  across  the 
denomination. 

Some  are  encouraged  by  signs  that  the 
“sleeping  giant”  called  church  school  is 
beginning  to  stir  again.  Others  are 
shocked  by  stubborn  statistics  which,  in 
too  many  churches,  still  refuse  to  budge. 

But  most  agree  on  one  thing,  TM/UMR 
gathered  in  telephone  interviews  last 
week:  if  teaching  and  learning  are  to 
regain  theif  old  momentum  in  the  UMC, 
it  will  happen  because  people  are  excited 
about  their  faith  and  concerned  about 
one  another’s  spiritual  welfare. 

“To  many  people,  the  church  just  isn’t 
that  important,”  admits  Rosalie 
Bentzinger,  Des  Moines,  la.,  president  of 
the  denomination’s  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  and  education  consultant  for 
the  Iowa  conference,  “And  if  those  of  us 
who  believe  it’s  important  don’t  also 
believe  it’s  exciting  —  and  show  it  —  we 
won’t  convince  anybody.” 

Not  where  people  are 

In  a  “do-your-own-thing”  age  such  as 
this  one,  Ms.  Bentzinger  says,  persons 
tend  to  believe  the  church  isn’t  where 
they  are  —  in  their  joys,  sorrows,  life 
struggles.  They  don’t  see  faith  as  “for 
real.”  “It  must  first  be  real  for  us  or  it 
never  will  be  real  for  them.” 

Sagging  attendance  remains  the 
church  school’s  greatest  problem,  she 
maintains  —  “and  it’s  a  cop-out  to  blame 
the  population  decline  entirely.  The 
people  are  there,  they  need  educating  in 
the  Christian  faith  and  they're  our 
responsibility." 

But  it  will  take  more  than  “methods" 
courses  for  teachers,  a  certain  kind  of 
curriculum  or  more  creative  resources 
—  factors  often  cited  in  recent  years  for 


declining  interest  in  church  school.  As 
important  as  those  things  are,  she  claims 
“they’re  not  nearly  as  important  as  the 
person  doing  the  teaching. ' ' 

And  it  will  take  more  than  “just 
holding  church  school  classes  to  which  no 
one  comes."  A  “righteous  remnant”  will 
continue  to  come  —  probably  at  the  usual 
hour  on  Sunday  morning.  That  hour  is 
still  a  good  hour,  she  says,  and  those 
people  deserve  the  very  best.  But  for 
countless  others,  new  ways  of  reaching 
out  are  needed.  "We  have  to  learn  to 
articulate  our  faith,  go  to  the  people, 
learn  their  needs  and  help  them  share 
our  excitement." 

That  may  mean  something  different  to 
each  local  church,  she  says.  She  always 
asks  a  church’s  leaders  to  grapple  with 
what  they  believe  ought  to  be  taught  — 
and  what  the  UMC  historically  has 
believed  should  be  taught.  Next  they  may 
need  to  work  on  their  own  growth,  before 
they  try  to  share  their  vision  with  others. 

Faith  development  is  urgent 

Undoubtedly  the  faith  development  of 
“the  faithful”  is  an  urgent  need  today, 
the  Rev.  Ron  Keller  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  agrees.  Mr.  Keller  chairs  the 
section  on  church  school  development  for 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville 
and  is  also  a  conference  staff  consultant 
for  the  West  Michigan  conference  where, 
he  told  TM/UMR,  the  general  church’s 
“Decision  Point:  Church  School” 
emphasis  is  beginning  to  make  inroads. 

Next  March  the  West  Michigan  Board 
of  Discipleship  will  launch  Phase  Three 
of  the  quadrennial  emphasis  and 
assemble  up  to  1,000  lay  and  professional 
educators  for  some  30  elementary 
courses  in  leadership. 

To  Mr.  Keller,  the  need  for  “faith 
development”  for  educators  doesn't 
mean  they  lack  faith  —  it  just  means  they 
need  help  in  learning  to  share  it  and  in 
coping  with  the  “horrendous  pressures" 
on  volunteers  these  days.  "They  need  to 
see  how  to  make  teaching  the  faith  a 
priority  in  their  lives,  among  so  many 
others.  And  pastors  and  administrators 
have  to  learn  to  do  a  better  job  of 
supporting  them." 

Admittedly,  it’s  a  tough  job  to  convince 


Community  divided 
over  pastor's  cause 


LEXINGTON,  Miss.  (RNS)  -  A 
conflict  involving  charges  of  police 
brutality  in  this  north  Mississippi 
community  has  found  clergy  and  civil 
rights  leaders  on  opposing  sides  of  the 
dispute 

For  more  than  four  months,  segments 
of  the  black  community  here  have  been 
boycotting  white  merchants  to  draw 
attention  to  their  charges  of  police 
brutality.  Four  demonstrators,  including 
a  United  Methodist  minister  and  a 
Franciscan  nun,  were  recently  arrested 
and  fined  on  charges  of  disorderly 
conduct. 

Of  Lexington’s  population  of  2,700 
persons,  45  percept  are  black.  While 
some  charge  that  the  police  have  singled 
them  out  for  mistreatment,  others 
maintain  that  the  issue  is  being 
manufactured. 

The  Rev.  Warren  G.  Booker,  pastor  of 
the  Decell  United  Methodist  Church  in 
nearby  Greenwood,  was  arrested  during 
the  demonstration.  He  was  fined  $200  and 
given  a  60-day  suspended  jail  sentence. 

“We  keep  getting  reports  from  our 
people  that  they  have  been  mistreated  by 
the  police,”  he  said.  “Finally  we  had  to 
say  we  couldn't  take  it  any  longer.” 

According  to  Mr.  Booker,  another  issue 
is  the  absence  of  any  black  people  in 
upper  level  city  jobs.  "There  never  has 
been  a  black  in  city  hall,”  he  declared. 
"We  have  nothing  to  say  about  how 
things  are  run  in  this  city." 

Although  Mr.  Booker  asserted  that 
conditions  in  Lexington,  “are  even  worse 
than  25  years  ago,”  this  view  is  not 
shared  by  Lee  Johnson,  program 
director  of  WXTN  Radio.  Mr.  Johnson, 
who  was  one  of  eight  black  leaders  from 
the  community  who  recently  held  a  press 


many  people  today  that  they  and  their 
children  need  education  in  the  faith,  but 
"you  begin  with  two  or  three  people  who 
are  already  convinced.  You  help  them 
see  they  do  have  a  faith  worth  sharing: 
they  don't  have  to  be  Bible  experts.  Faith 
happens  best  to  uncommitted  people 
when  they  see  a  loving,  caring  Christian 
person.  The  best  teaching  comes  not 
from  the  book,  but  from  the  heart  ." 

People  are  asking 

People  today  really  are  asking  the 
question,  “Is  God  necessary?"  says 
Mary  Alice  Edwards,  professor  of 
Christian  education  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  Washington,  D  C. 
It’s  true  that  there  is  "no  vital  sense  of 
God."  But  those  persons  who  do  now 
come  to  learn  are  coming  with  a  new 
seriousness  of  purpose,  she  believes.  And 
that  gives  the  church  a  tremendous 
challenge  for  growth.  "All  our 
assumptions  are  being  tested.” 

During  the  1950s,  Dr.  Edwards  said, 
“everybody  came,  took  a  lot  in,  and  no 
one  expected  anything  vital  to  happen 
and  it  didn’t.”  The  pay-off  of  that  era  is 
“a  lot  of  people  who  don’t  believe  faith 
matters  much." 

Maintaining  that  “you  can’t  fool  them" 
now,  the  educator  nonetheless  sees  signs 
that  “where  it’s  happening”  —  in  inter- 
generational  and  family  experiences, 
campus  ministries  and  even  seminaries 
where  Christian  education  is  being  taken 
more  seriously  —  “it’s  exciting.  ” 

In  places  where  Christian  education  is 


conference  to  speak  out  against  the 
boycott,  maintained  that  “this  boycott 
has  less  than  three  percent  of  the 
county’s  black  population  supporting  it." 

The  broadcaster  charged  that  “the 
whole  thing  is  purely  political.  If  there 
are  any  difficulties  with  police  brutality 
we  don’t  know  about  it. " 

Robert  R.  Smith,  chairman  of  the 
Lexington  chapter  of  the  NAACP, 
agreed.  “Charges  of  police  brutality 
have  no  substantiation,”  he  said.  “If 
such  charges  were  true  they  could  come 
forward  with  the  evidence  and  even  have 
the  whites  behind  them.” 

According  to  the  NAACP  leader,  "to 
say  there  has  been  no  progress  here  is 
foolishness.  I  helped  lay  the  bricks  on  the 
town  square.  I  was  here  before  Booker.  I 
remember  the  struggles  of  the  '60s  and  a 
new  mayor  who  made  drastic  changes 
for  good.  Among  other  things  the  police 
put  away  their  night  sticks.  There  has 
been  no  police  brutality  since  that  time." 

But  Sister  Beverly  Widener,  a 
Franciscan  nun  who  works  with  the 
Holmes  County  Assistance  Program  and 
is  a  colleague  of  the  nun  who  was 
arrested  and  fined,  said  a  lack  of 
recreational  facilities  for  blacks, 
segregated  churches  and  extreme 
poverty  are  among  the  problems  faced 
by  the  community’s  black  population. 

The  Rev.  Leslie  Nabors,  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lexington,  said  that  while  there  are 
injustices  in  the  community,  “charges  of 
police  brutality  are  unfounded.  ’’ 

Mr.  Nabors,  who  is  white,  said,  “I 
respect  Brother  Booker’s  right  to 
express  himself  and  I’ve  told  him  so,  but 
I  think  this  particular  boycott  is  unjust." 


A  Pope  is  a 
Pope  is  a 
Pope 

HUNTINGTON,  Ind.  (RNS)  -  Is 
the  new  Pope's  name  John  Paul  I  or 
simply  John  Paul? 

According  to  Our  Sunday  Visitor, 
everyone  is  getting  the  pontiff’s  name 
wrong,  “even  the  Vatican." 

An  editorial  in  the  Sept.  10  issue  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  newspaper  says: 

"In  his  life  time  no  Pope  can  ever  be 
called  the  first.  That  designation  is 
added  only  after  his  reign  if  another 
Pope  chooses  the  same  name.  There 
might  one  day  be  a  Pope  John  Paul  II. 
When  a  Pope  chooses  that  name,  and 
not  before,  the  first  Pope  John  Paul 
becomes  Pope  John  Paul  I.” 

Remarks  Our  Sunday  Visitor: 
“Since  it  has  been  more  than  a 
thousand  years  since  we’ve  had  the 
experience  of  a  Pope  who  chose  an 
entirely  new  name,  it  is  understand¬ 
able  there  should  be  some  confusion." 


honest  and  open  —  “where  people  can 
bring  their  own  ideas  about  God, 
examine  them  and  build  on  them"  —  it’s 
working,  she  says.  The  church  made  a 
mistake  years  ago  in  emphasizing  too 
much  method.  Now  a  return  to  concern 
about  personal  faith  —  and  a  willingness 
to  deal  with  people  where  they  are  — 
could  bring  a  resurgence,  Dr.  Edwards 
says. 

Adults  go 

back  to 
classroom 

NASHVILLE  -  United  Methodism 
may  still  be  losing  children  from  its 
church  schools,  but  adults  are  coming 
back  to  get  educated 

A  “significant"  turn-around  in  adult 
participation  is  showing  up  in  new 
statistics  reported  to  TM/UMR  last  week 
by  Warren  Hartman,  chief  executive  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  section  on 
church  school  development  here. 

Dr.  Hartman  said  some  17  percent 
more  adults  turned  out  for  short-term 
education  classes  and  small  groups  (non- 
Sunday  morning)  in  1977  than  attended 
them  in  1974.  On-going  groups,  (non- 
Sunday  morning)  he  said,  showed  an 
increase  of  11  percent  during  the  same 
period. 

Adults  actually  enrolled  in  church 
school  classes  (primarily  Sunday 
morning)  did  not  increase,  he  noted,  but 
“at  least  the  loss  seems  to  be  ‘bottoming- 
out’  fast."  While  statistics  showed  a  loss 
of  some  2.18  percent  in  1974,  1978  figures 
may  show  a  loss  as  small  as  .25  percent. 

Children’s  enrollment  in  church 
school,  on  the  other  hand,  was  still 
dropping  in  1977  by  approximately  4.8 
percent.  The  church  continues  to  baptize 
the  same  number  of  children,  he  said,  but 
those  children  are  not  being  channeled 
into  church  schools  as  they  once  were. 

Adults  involved  in  the  upsurge  of 
education  events  appear  to  fit  three 
categories.  Dr.  Hartman  said:  (1)  single 
persons  seeking  fellowship;  (2)  marrieds 
who  either  have  a  spouse  with  a  strong 
church  background  or  have  a  young 
child;  and  (3)  a  smaller  group  of  older 
adults  who  have  changed  jobs,  status  or 
location  and  are  seeking  stability  and 
fellowship. 

“If  the  young  marrieds  have 
children,”  Dr.  Hartman  told  TM/UMR, 
"that  could  make  a  great  difference  in 
our  children's  enrollment  ip,  the  future." 
But  meanwhile,  he  said,  the  church 
needs  to  do  a  better- job  of  outreach  with 
children  and  youth. 

-PAT  SITES 


Clergy  marriage  needs 
nurture ,  leaders  warned 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Ministers  are 
twice  as  likely  to  have  trouble  with  their 
marriages  as  they  are  with  their 
congregations,  new  district  superinten¬ 
dents  and  conference  staff  members 
were  told  here  during  a  recent  training 
event  at  Scarritt  College. 

Larry  W.  Sonner,  director  of  Pastoral 
care  and  counseling  for  the  Iowa 
Conference,  encouraged  the  new  leaders, 
appointed  this  spring,  to  nurture  their 
own  marriage  and  family  life  and  to  help 
the  family  life  of  their  clergy  families 
with  preventive  support. 

"It  simply  isn’t  true  that  if  left  alone  a 
good  marriage  will  get  even  better,”  he 
said.  “Marriage  needs  constant 
nurturing." 

Introducing  the  sessions.  Bishop 
Dwight  E.  Loder  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  said 
family  crises  will  be  among  the  most 
crucial  concerns  encountered  by  the  new 
superintendents.  “The  fact  is,  you  are 
the  point  of  closest  contact  with  the 
consequences  of  family  crisis,’’  he  said. 

The  annual  leadership  event  was- 


People  in  the  news. . . 


Right  house,  wrong  friend 

A  Texan  broke  a  window  in  a 
friend’s  home  in  Lewiston,  N.Y.,  so  he 
could  enter  and  go  to  bed  about  3:20 
Sunday  morning.  He  was  wakened  by 
police  who  told  the  man  his  friend  had 
moved  out  months  ago  and  someone 
else  was  living  in  the  home.  That 
someone  else  was  the  Rev.  William 
Jessop,  recently  retired  United 
Methodist  minister  from  the  Western 
N.Y.  conference.  The  embarrassed 
Texan  paid  for  the  broken  window  and 
no  charges  were  filed  against  him. 


Christian  leaders  ‘targeted’ 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham,  whose 
organization  increasingly  has  come 
under  criticism  in  the  last  few 
months,  believes  attacks  on  Christian 
groups  will  increase.  “People  like 
myself  who  have  been  in  the  public 
eye  a  long  time  are  special  targets,” 
he  said.  "But  part  of  this  is  the  offense 
of  the  cross.  Everyone  who  has 
preached  the  Gospel  has  come  under 
persecution."  He  said  he  has  started 
writing  a  book  on  persecution  and 
suffering.  “We’ve  (Christians)  had 
our  time  of  popularity.  Now  we  will 
find  more  and  more  Christian  leaders 
targeted." 


Pedal  power 
boosts  batteries 

Got  an  extra 
bicycle?  United 
Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  to  Zaire, 

Douglas  Crowder, 
and  a  friend 
developed  a  system 
of  charging 
batteries  by  pedal 
power.  On  leave  in 
Indianapolis,  he  is 
looking  for  some  30 
used  bicycles  for 
use  in  central  Zaire 
and  other  mission 
fields. 
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What  love  can  accomplish 
“I  was  afraid  that  no  one  would 
want  me  any  more.”  said  16-year-old 
Helen  Curl,  who  had  moved  through 
several  institutions  and  foster  homes. 
But  United  Methodist  Childrens 
Services  of  Oklahoma  placed  her  in 
the  foster  home  of  Louise  Humphrey, 
a  widow  living  in  Roland,  Okla.  The 
two  formed  a  loving  relationshiD  and 
Helen’s  fears  vanished  and  her  life 
blossomed.  She  won  the  home 


economics  award  at  Roland  High  | 

School,  made  the  school’s  honor  roll,  , 
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was  chosen  by  a  state  senator  to  serve 

St iu 

Si  7  95 

as  a  page  in  the  legislature,  became  | 

G-ml  Pnnl 

Now 

1978  Junior  Miss  of  Roland  taking  the  j 

$9  95 

sponsored  by  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
Division  of  the  Ordained  Ministry. 

In  order  to  be  helpful  when  problems 
exist,  Mr.  Sonner  said  the  superinten¬ 
dents  can  be  alert  to  certain  signals: 
couples  always  together  or  never  to¬ 
gether,  severe  financial  difficulties,  one 
or  more  problem  child  in  the  family,  a 
workaholic  pastor,  persons  who  em¬ 
barrass  or  show  hostility  toward  their 
mate  in  public,  and  individuals  who 
never  mention  their  spouse  or  who  talk 
about  their  spouse  to  an  inappropriate 
degree. 

Knowing  when  and  how  to  intervene  in 
problem  situations  is  difficult,  he 
acknowledged,  but  if  such  problems 
interfere  with  the  performance  of  duty, 
superintendents  must  act. 

"The  goal  is  not  to  get  rid  of  stress  but 
to  make  it  manageable,”  Mr.  Sonner 
said.  He  encouraged  the  superintendents 
to  make  it  clear  to  their  ministers  that  it 
is  okay  to  experience  problems  and  to 
seek  help.  “Assure  them  that  their  going 
for  help  will  be  seen  on  the  credit  side  of 
their  ledger  and  not  on  the  debit  side,”  he 
said. 

Among  the  reasons  many  clergy 
marriages  end  up  on  the  rocks  is  that 
persons  get  married  for  the  wrong 
reasons,  according  to  Mr.  Sonner.  “As 
they  become  aware  of  this  they  think  the 
only  alternative  is  to  get  out  of  the 
marriage.  Original  reasons  may  have 
been  wrong  but  persons  can  choose  to 
stay  together  for  different  reasons  than 
those  that  brought  them  together  in  the 
first  place." 

To  illustrate,  he  said,  a  man  may 
marry  a  woman  to  work  and  help  put  him 
through  seminary.  “Later  he  discovers 
that  he  doesn’t  want  that  kind  of  care¬ 
taking  any  longer  and  now  wants  a  real 
mate.  There  is  a  switch  in  expectation." 

Being  on  duty  around  the  clock  to  serve 
the  needs  of  others  is  a  “constant 
emotional  exposure”  which  also  takes  its 
toll  on  clergy  families,  he  noted. 

T~  “CUP  and  MAIL  lor  $AVING$m  ~  "I 

Giant  Print  Bible 


Perfect  gift  item! 


ensemble  she  created  —  and  now,  she 
is  off  to  college  to  become  a  nurse. 
Little  wonder  that  she  appreciates  the 
role  United  Methodists  of  Oklahoma 
have  played  in  her  life. 


'  Full  Color  Illustrations 


I  .  Christian  PO  Bo*  9247  “ 

I  I  Supplies  Suitland.  M<1  20023  I 


PAGE  3 


Ecumenists  worship  in  Indian  style  at  Bangalore 

BANGALOR,  India  (EPS)  —  "The  Christian  hope  is  a  resistance  movement 
against  fatalism,"  declared  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  at  the  close  of  its  two-week  long  session  at  the  Ecumenical  Christian 
Center  at  Whitefield,  near  here. 

In  a  strongly  worded  “common  account  of  hope,"  the  118  participants  coming 
from  58  countries  and  representing  almost  all  Christian  confessions  stated 
unanimously  that  “the  ultimate  hope  in  the  lordship  of  Christ  and  the  coming 
kingdom  of  God  cannot  be  divorced  from,  or  identified  with,  our  historical  hopes 
for  freedom,  justice,  equality  and  peace." 

But  the  commission  warned  fellow  Christians  at  the  same  time  that  “our  life  in 
hope  is  not  a  guarantee  of  safety,  but  an  invitation  to  take  the  risk 

Assessing  the  present  state  of  the  churches,  the  commission  "felt  ashamed"  that 
“the  common  hope  is  so  obscured  that  it  is  almost  unrecognizable."  Participants 
referred  to  the  open  wounds  in  the  body  of  the  church,  created  by  such  actions  as 
taking  sides  with  the  powerful  and  privileged,  and  “more  scandalous  still"  the  lack 
of  common  eucharist  among  all  Christians. 

The  commission  stressed  the  “need  for  a  vertebrate  ecumenism  with  a  strong 
spine  consisting  of  a  common  confession  of  the  apostolic  faith,  full  mutual 
recognition  and  means  whereby  the  churches  may  teach,  speak  and  act  together." 

The  participants  made  a  fresh  attempt  at  a  “common  confession  of  faith”  trying 
to  express  what  binds  the  churches  together  today.  It  is  not  meant  to  improve  or 
replace  the  ancient  creeds  of  the  church  but  to  be  a  “sign  of  our  reconciliation.” 


New  White  House  aide 
proud  of  her  church 


BySUESKARKA 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  Sarah 
Weddington,  former  Texas  attorney  and 
legislator,  current  general  counsel  at  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
newly  appointed  special  assistant  to 
President  Jimmy  Carter,  credits  her 
Methodist  heritage  and  upbringing  for 
her  involvement  in  a  people-oriented 
career. 

Noting  her  preach¬ 
er-father’s  ministry 
has  focused  “on  the 
concern  that  the 
Christian  com¬ 
munity  should  have 
for  others,”  Ms. 

Weddington  told 
United  Methodist 
Communications, 

“It  seemed  very 
natural  for  me  to  be  Sarah  V\  eddington 
involved  in  activities  that  tried  to  exhibit 
a  concern  for  the  well-being  of  others— as 
in  politics." 

Her  father,  the  Rev.  H.  Doyle  Ragle,  is 
associate  pastor,  St.  John’s  UMC,  Lub¬ 
bock,  Tex.,  and  her  mother,  Catherine,  is 
jurisdictional  secretary  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women. 

Appointed  by  Mr.  Carter  to  fill  the 
vacancy  created  by  the  recent 
resignation  of  Midge  Costanza,  who  had 
been  the  President’s  liaison  to  minority 
and  special  interest  groups,  Ms. 
Weddington  acknowledged  women’s 
issues  will  be  the  focus  of  the  post  but 
emphasized  they  will  not  occupy  all  her 
time. 

“One  of  the  real  goals  I  have  for  my 
work  at  the  White  House  is  trying  not  to 
have  so  much  a  separate  office  on 
women,  but  to  use  that  office  to  see  that 
women  are  included  in  all  the  other 
activities  of  the  White  House,"  she  said. 
As  an  example,  she  said  when  farmers’ 
groups  are  brought  in  to  meet  with  the 
President,  her  concern  will  be  to  see  that 
farm  women  are  included. 

“What  the  office  is  all  about  to  me  is 
trying  to  insure  that  every  woman  in  this 
country  has  open  to  her  every  possible 
choice  for  her  life,"  she  explained.  "That 
means  that  if  she  chooses  the  role  of  wife 
and  mother,  that  she  be  respected  for 
how  well  she  performs  that  role.” 
Conversely,  “if  a  woman  chooses  to  be  a 
professional,  then  (the  role  of  this  office 
is)  to  see  that  she  can  be  any  kind  of 


professional  she  wants  to  be,  and  at  any  ,* 
level,  again  according  to  personal 
interest  and  abilities."  Women  who 
choose  to  combine  the  role  of  wife  and ,  - 
mother  with  that  of  professional  should., 
have  day  care  available  to  them,  Ms. 
Weddington  added. 

The  Equal  Rights  Amendment  will  be 
on  her  agenda,  she  said,  adding  she 
intends  to  look  for  ways  the 
administration  can  aid  groups  working 
for  extension  and  ratification.  "I  know 
it’s  an  uphill  fight."  she  admitted. 

Sarah  Weddington  gained  national 
attention  in  the  early  1970s  when  she 
argued  and  won  the  landmark  abortion 
case.  Roe  vs.  Wade,  before  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  This  involvement  has 
prompted  the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference 
to  protest  her  appointment  by  President 
Carter  on  the  grounds  she  cannot  • 
represent  the  views  of  all  Americans  on 
such  vital  issues. 

She  actually' argued  for  freedom  of1, 
choice  of  abortion  in  two  cases  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  she  explained  that 
she  feels  the  issue  ties  in  with  that  of  full 
opportunity  in  one’s  life. 

“Nobody  I  know  is  for  abortion,”  Ms. 
Weddington  said  “What  they  are  for  is 
the  right  of  the  individual  woman  to  have 
that  choice."  She  said  one  of  her  main 
arguments  in  the  court  cases  was  that 
the  U.S.  is  a  pluralistic  society  where 
different  religions  have  different 
concepts  of  when  life  begins,  so  it  can't 
really  be  legislated. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Dallas  Times 
Herald.  Ms.  Weddington  told  Women's 
Editor  Vivian  Castleberry  her  father 
taught  her  "to  differentiate  between  an 
individual  and  what  she  or  he  does."  And 
from  her  mother,  the  article  stated,  “she 
got  a  sense  of  personal  direction.  'Mother 
reared  my  brother,  sister  and  me  as 
people,  not  as  boy  people  and  girl  people 
She  always  made  me  believe  I  could  do 
anything  anybody  else  could  do.’  From 
both  her  parents  she  got  a  sense  of  deep 
self  worth." 

And  of  her  religious  heritage,  she  told 
United  Methodist  Communications. 
“One  thing  I’m  really  proud  of  the  United  . 
Methodist  Church  on  is  (the 
consciousness)  of  its  Christian  ; 
responsibilities  in  terms  of  helping  to 
provide  guidance  for  Methodists  on 
social  issues  " 

Ms.  Skarka  is  a  staff  writer  in  the 
Washington  office  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 
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CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 
January  22  -  February  2 

Enjoy  a  relaxing  United  Methodist  adventure 
as  you  sail  the  sun-drenched  Caribbean  round- 
trip  from  Ft  Lauderdale,  visiting  Curacao,  Ven- 
ezula,  Grenada,  Martinique,  and  St.  Thomas 
aboard  the  Panamanian-registered  S.S.  DORIC. 
The  leisurely  shipboard  life,  outstanding  meals, 
and  romantic  vistas  are  yours  to  savor  on  this 
excellent  vacation. 


WESTERN  GRAND  CIRCLE 
March  3-19 

Flying  to  Arizona,  we  visit  the  Grand  Canyon, 
Tucson  and  Phoenix.  Next  is  San  Diego,  Los 
Angeles,  Disneyland,  California  coast,  Yosemite 
National  Park,  and  San  Francisco.  See  an 
old  West  "shoot-out,"  enjoy  special  seafood, 
Chinese  banquets,  even  explore  Tijuana  in  old 
Mexico. 


These  tours  ere  all  ascortad  and  tha  price  all-inclusive,  with  3  meals  a  day,  daluxa  and  lint 
clast  accommodations,  transportation,  and  gratuities.  Enjoy  tha  advantages  of  group  travail 


Write: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 

Other  tour  folders  I  would  like  to 
receive  when  available:  □  Orient 
□  Alpine  □  Alaska  □  Hawaii 


Please  send  me  the  following  folder(s): 
□  Caribbean  □  Western  Grand  Circle 


Address- 
City  &  State— 


| _ □  Balkan/Greek  Isles  □  Treasure  West  (please  print) 


Zip- 


Deciding  where  equipment,  personnel 
and  machines  will  go  are  Bill  Sybert, 
TM/UMR  Productions  general  manager. 
Sharon  Foley,  composition  supervisor, 
and  Kay  Fielder,  assistant  editor  for 
local  church  editions. 


Two  staff  members  along  with  Editor 
Dunnam  have  moved  it  all  before.  Betty 
Andrews  (right),  circulation  supervisor, 
has  been  in  five  locations  with  TM/UMR 
and  Joyce  McAbee,  bookkeeper,  has 
been  in  four.  Mrs.  Andrews  moved  from 
the  "farm  house”  in  Irving,  Tex.,  which 
burned,  to  another  Irving  location  in 
1967,  then  to  Akard  Street  in  Dallas,  to 
the  San  Jacinto  Street  location  in  1975, 
and  now  the  new  building  in  west  Dallas. 
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THE  UPSIDE-DOWN  KINGDOM 

by  Donald  B.  Kray  bit  I 

In  a  very  readable  style,  the  author  incorporates 
recent  scholarly  insights  into  the  kingdom  of  God 
with  practical  applications  and  serious  Bible  study. 
He  emphasizes  that  the  unique  character  and  shape 
of  the  church  should  be  inverted  in  contrast  to  the 
prevailing  social  order. 

Paper,  $5.95. 

INTEGRITY:  LET 
YOUR  YEA  BE  YEA 

by  J.  Daniel  Hess 

Christian  folk  like  to  be  remembered  as  honest 
people,  and  yet  in  recent  times,  our  vocations  and 
''situations''  are  putting  us  into  awkward  dilemmas 
in  which  Madison  Avenue  and  other  hucksters  of 
compromise  tell  us  how  to  behave.  Here  is  a  careful 
study  of  what  it  means  to  live  life  with  integrity. 
Paper,  $5.95. 

At  your  local  bookstore. 

Herald  Press 

Dept.  UMR,  Scottdale,  PA  15683 
Kitchener,  ON  N2G  4M5 


PEER  COUNSELING 
IN  THE  CHURCH 

by  Paul  M.  Miller 

For  too  long  Christians  have  stolen  away  to  a 
secular  therapist  to  buy  listening  love  for  $24  to 
$40  an  hour.  In  this  book  Paul  Miller  carefully 
describes  the  attitudes  and  skills  laymen  in  the 
church  will  need  to  assist  one  another  in  growth- 
type  counseling,  especially  as  it  relates  to  voca¬ 
tions,  preparation  for  marriage,  and  problems  with¬ 
in  marriage. 

Paper,  $4.95. 

PAUL  AND  ALTA 

by  Phyllis  Pellman  Good 

Living  wisdom  spoken  memorably  by  two 
eighty-year-olds.  Much  is  being  written  that  speaks 
of  growing  older  as  decline,  depression,  and  hope¬ 
lessness.  Here  is  a  Christian  couple  who  have  grown 
older  with  grace,  love,  and  hope.  Much  is  spoken 
today  of  the  "simple  life".  Here  is  a  couple  who 
have  lived  the  simple  life  together  for  over  sixty 
years.  Illustrated  with  more  than  80  photographs 
by  Paul  M.  Schrock. 

Paper,  $7.95. 
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Into  new  facility 

TM7UMR  makes  a  move 


SEPTEMBER  22,  1978 


TM/UMR’s  new  home  for  its  more  than  110  employees  —  moving  day  —  some  order  among  much  confusion.  The  loading 
2520  YV.  Commerce  —  has  the  appearance  of  most  scenes  on  .  dock  is  at  the  far  left  with  the  main  entrance  on  the  far  right. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  Moving  trucks  rolled  up  to 
the  Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter  last  week.  In  four  days  the  en¬ 
tire  operation  was  hauled  to  a  brand  new 
28,500  square  foot  building. 

Shaken  up  a  bit  but  still  functioning. 
TM/UMR  never  broke  its  production 
pace.  With  departments  moving  as  they 
completed  their  cycle  of  production,  each 
was  able  to  re-establish  quickly  its 
operations  in  the  new  facility. 

TM/UMR’s  new  home  is  located  in 
Lone  Star  Park  three  miles  west  of 
downtown  Dallas  off  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Turnpike.  This  site  is  across  the 
street  from  the  Dallas  Bulk  Mail  facility 
and  less  than  five  minutes  away  from 


Dallas'  new  main  postal  facility  for 
incoming  and  outgoing  mail. 

"Although  our  personnel  is  exhausted 
and  we  still  have  a  lot  of  unpacking  and 
settling  in  to  do,”  said  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  editor-general  manager, 
“we  have  completed  our  move  to  the  new 
building  while  experiencing  no  delays  in 
our  normal  production  schedule.  It  is 
already  apparent  that  occupying  a 
building  which  is  designed  especially  for 
TM/UMR’s  use  will  have  a  tremendously 
beneficial  effect  on  the  way  we  are  able 
to  do  our  work.” 

The  newspaper’s  relocation  took  place 
because  a  new  $100  million  office  and 
entertainment  complex  is  being 
constructed  on  the  site  formerly 
occupied  by  TM/  UMR  in  downtown 
Dallas. 

The  new  facility  built  specifically  to 
facilitate  TM/UMR’s  present  and  future 


Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  editor- 
general  manager,  talks  on  the  only- 
telephone  working  in  the  new  building  at 
the  time,  persuading  the  telephone 
company  that  phones  must  be  connected 
and  operating  by  the  next  day  —  and  they 


A  company  specializing  in  moving  heavy  machinery  was  required  to  transport 
TM/UMR’s  four-unit  Harris  web  offset  with  its  press  and  two  folders  to  the  new 
building.  Two  units  are  being  unloaded  in  the  above  photo. 


Dip  Bell  (far  left 
in  right  photo)  and 
his  crew  reassem¬ 
ble  machinery  that 
stamps  personal 
mailing  address  la¬ 
bels  on  more  than 
450,000  copies  of 
TM/UMR  each 
week. 


Copy  for  the  newspaper  must  be 
typeset,  regardless  of  what  else  goes  on. 
So  off  in  her  corner  booth  —  while 
moving  day  confusion  reigns  elsewhere 
—  Linda  Hopkins  sets  copy  for  this 
week’s  issue. 


Communication  debated 

Filling  the  gaps  top  concern  of  communicators 


operations  houses  editorial,  circulation, 
composition,  printing,  data  processing 
and  business  operations.  Also  occupying 
space  in  the  building  are  Bell  Mailing 
Service,  which  mails  TM/UMR,  and 
Mercantile  Printing  Company,  which 
prints  the  23  annual  conference  journals 
published  by  TM/UMR  Productions. 

TM/UMR  presently  publishes  weekly 
editions  for  39  annual  conferences  and 
nearly  300  local  churches,  with  a 
combined  circulation  of  more  than 
450,000. 

The  new  facilities  were  in  the  planning 
stage  for  more  than  a  year  before  the 
ground  was  broken  at  the  end  of  May 
1978.  The  newspaper's  governing  board 
approved  the  move  last  fall. 

Mr.  Dunnam  issued  an  invitation  to 
TM/  UMR  readers  “to  come  by  and  visit 
our  new  facilities  when  in  Dallas.” 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Early 
attempts  by  two  general  church  agencies 
to  draft  a  “Comprehensive  Com¬ 
munications  System”  document  for  the 
1980  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  received  less  than  enthusiastic 
response  from  church  communicators 
meeting  here  Sept.  8-10. 

After  hearing  12  individuals  give  their 
understanding  of  a  comprehensive 
communications  system,  the  60 
participants  at  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators  spent 
much  of  their  time  debating  whether  or 
not  the  1976  General  Conference  intended 
that  a  “system”  be  created  and  whether 
such  is  possible. 

The  “attitude  and  general  direction”  of 
the  main  paper  presented  by  Norman  E. 
Dewire,  head  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  and  Curtis  A.  Chambers, 
head  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  were  approved  in  principle  by 
the  group,  as  were  18  working  premises 
in  the  document.  However,  the  group 
unanimously  asked  that  “more  atten¬ 
tion  be  given  to  identifying  and  filling 
gaps  in  communications  and  less 
attention  trying  to  conceptualize  what  a 
communications  system  would  and 
should  look  like.” 

Concern  expressed 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor  and 
general  manager  of  the  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter 
(TM/  UMR),  expressed  concern  that  a 
Comprehensive  Communications  System 
document  may  be  “long  on  generalized 
talk  and  study  and  short  on  specific 
actions.” 

For  many,  he  said,  a  “system” 
conjures  up  a  central,  monolithic  agency 
filling  all  the  denomination’s  needs. 
“That  is  politically  and  structurally 
impossible,”  he  said. 

Both  John  E.  Procter,  president  and 
publisher  of  the  UM  Publishing  House, 
and  Dr.  Dunnam  listed  some  gaps  they 
see  in  the  church’s  communications 
efforts.  High  on  their  lists  was  prime¬ 
time  television. 

Several  gaps  have  been  identified  and 
effectively  filled,  according  to  Dr. 
Dunnam.  These  include  Infoserv 
telephone  service,  Connection  radio 
series,  local  church  training  and 
financial  assistance  to  the  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
newspaper,  Now. 


Pointing  to  the  positive  response  to  the 
Mass  Communications  Fund,  created  by 
the  1976  General  Conference,  he  said  it  is 
evident  that  “laity  and  clergy  have  more 
vision  of  what  we  as  Christians  are  to  be 
communicating  to  the  world  than  most  of 
us  in  the  bureaucracy.” 

Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  communications  officer  Judith 
L.  Weidman  prefaced  her  remarks  by 
asserting  that  there  is  no  “iron  clad 
mandate  to  create  a  comprehensive 
communications  system.”  She  was 
among  several  speakers  who  pointed  to 
the  missional  priorities  as  an  example  of 
poor  planning  and  decision-making 
without  the  benefit  of  communications 
expertise. 

Board  of  Global  Ministries  communi¬ 
cations  officer  Beverly  J.  Chain 
also  spoke  against  central  control  of 
various  general  agency  communications 
efforts:  "...  although  there  should  be  a 
central  agency  to  carry  out  certain 
specific  tasks  for  the  benefit  of  all,  I  do 
not  believe  that  all  communications 
efforts  should  be  centralized  or 
centrally  controlled.” 

She  noted  the  "report  card”  of  United 


Methodist  communications  is  “pretty 
good”  and  “other  denominations  .  .  .  look 
at  us  with  envy.  The  view  from  other 
communicators  is  that  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  gotten  their  act  together.” 

Board  of  Church  and  Society  com¬ 
munications  officer  Allan  Brockway 
listed  the  wide  variety  of  communi¬ 
cations  activity  in  the  church  and 
declared,  “It  is  nothing  short  of  a 
pipe-dream  to  think  that  this  variety  of 
media  could  ever  be  forced"  to  conform 
at  any  costs  to  "a  comprehensive 
communications  system’  devised  by 
committees  of  the  General  Conference.” 

Baptize’  TM/  UMR? 

Noting  the  emergence  of  the 
independent  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter  as  the  news 
publication  with  the  largest  readership  in 
the  church,  Mr.  Brockway  said  it  is  time 
for  the  General  Conference  to  “baptize 
it”  as  the  “every-member  newspaper  of 
the  church.”  If  needed,  he  said  subsidy 
grants  should  be  given  through  United 
Methodist  Communications  to  annual 
conferences  for  their  ^conference  editions 
of  TM/UMR. 


Wesley’s  media  skills 
boosted  Methodism 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  John  Wesley’s 
skills  as  a  communicator  were 
influential  in  helping  set  the  18th  Century 
Methodist  movement  in  motion, 
according  to  a  church  historian  speaking 
here  Sept.  9. 

The  Rev.  Richard  P.  Heitzenrater  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas  told 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators  that 
Wesley  created  a  connectional  system 
where  "he  was  the  primary  connection.” 

“If  you  asked  in  those  days  who  speaks 
for  Methodism,  a  simpler  answer  could 
be  given  than  today,”  he  observed. 

Dr.  Heitzenrater  is  translating  Wes¬ 
ley’s  diaries  which  remained  a  mystery 
until  1969  because  they  were  written  in 
code.  Dr.  Heitzenrater  accidentally 
discovered  a  key  to  the  code  while 
visiting  a  London  library  in  1969. 
Wesley  began  his  coded  diaries  in  April 
1725,  and  taught  the  method  to  his 
brother  Charles  and  others  related  to  the 


‘Student’s  Survival  Kit’ 
offers  aids  for  coping 


GEORGETOWN,  Tex.  -  What  goes 
into  a  “Student’s  Survival  Kit”? 

Some  down-to-earth  advice,  students 
and  faculty  at  United  Methodist-related 
Southwestern  University  here  were 
told:  “Beware  of  Murphy’s  Law.  If  it 
isn’t  broken,  don’t  try  to  fix  it.  When  all 
else  fails,  read  the  directions.” 

Murphy’s  Law  “is  that  if  anything  can 
go  wrong,  it  will,”  James  H.  Zumberge, 
keynote  speaker,  explained  at  the 
opening  convocation  Sept.  5. 

Dr.  Zumberge,  who  is  president  of 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas, 
said  there  was  little  doubt  that  Murphy’s 
Law  functions  most  of  the  time.  “The 
question  is,  how  to  cope  with  it?” 

To  cope,  the  student  needs  to  learn  first 
to  separate  Murphy’s  Law  from  another 
principle  he  called  "the  uncertainty  of 
the  future.” 

“Murphy’s  Law  strikes  at  those  who 
are  unprepared  for  the  predictable.” 
Therefore,  he  suggested,  “Make  an 
effort  to  prepare  for  the  predictable  — 
and  learn  to  cope  with  the  unpredict¬ 
able.” 

Dr.  Zumberge  said  he  was  not  talking 
“about  cars,  clocks  or  cameras”  when  he 
referred  to  his  bit  of  advice,  “if  it  isn’t 
broken,  don’t  fix  it." 

“I’m  talking  about  human  affairs  — 
and  how  you  can  bring  about  change  for 
the  good,"  he  said. 

Many  have  a  tendency,  the  SMU 
president  said,  to  come  into  a  new 
situation  such  as  college  with  a  desire  to 
try  to  change  and  improve  almost 


everything.  "They  can’t  tell  the 
difference  between  something  that  is 
really  broken  and  something  that  needs  a 
little  tune-up.” 

The  problem,  he  said,  “is  recognizing 
what  really  needs  fixing  and  then  putting 
the  effort  into  fixing  it.” 

Change  does  not  come  about  from 
weakness,  but  from  a  power  base, 
according  to  Dr,  Zumberge,  and  he  listed 
five  major  bases  of  power  —  (1)  political, 

(2)  institutional  (church,  school,  etc  ), 

(3)  skill  (artist,  actor,  orator),  (4) 
economic  and  (5)  knowledge. 

“If  you  have  two  or  more  you  have 
real  clout,”  Dr.  Zumberge  said. 

“Right  now  you  are  in  the  process  of 
building  a  knowledge  base.  Don’t  neglect 
it  because  it  may  be  the  only  base  you 
ever  have,  and  it  could  be  the  key  to 
acquiring  an  economic  or  political  base 
to  boot. 

“What  you  really  ought  to  concentrate 
on  in  fixing  things,  in  changing  things  — 
is  yourself,”  he  said. 

In  his  advice  on  “when  all  else  fails, 
read  the  directions,”  Dr.  Zumberge 
stressed  using  information  already 
available  to  solve  problems.  He 
encouraged  students  to  own  and  use  a 
good  dictionary,  modern  atlas  and  an  up- 
to-date  almanac,  "and  know  where  a 
modern  encyclopedia  is  located  in  the 
library  and  use  it.” 

He  stressed  the  importance  of  reading 
“not  just  textbooks  and  instructional 
manuals  and  the  college  catalog  —  but 
daily  newspapers,  weekly  news 
magazines  and  books.” 


"Holy  Club.”  The  translations  will  be 
included  in  a  34-volume  set  of  Wesley’s 
works  to  be  published  by  Oxford 
University  Press  in  England. 

“As  an  Oxford  scholar,  Wesley  was 
able  to  blend  his  solid  learning,  his 
passion  for  biblical  grounding,  his  vision 
for  holy  living,  and  weave  it  into  a  fabric 
of  love  and  terror  that  would  shake  the 
sinner  to  his  bones,  then  warm  his  heart 
with  a  gracious  message  of  hope  and 
love,”  Dr.  Heitzenrater  told  the 
communicators. 

"He  had  a  clearly  perceived  goal  and  a 
deeply  felt  intent  to  spread  scriptural 
holiness  and  he  knew  his  people  and  their 
needs,"  he  added. 

Dr.  Heitzenrater  characterized  Wesley 
as  a  master  of  intellectual  tools  who 
knew  logic,  language  and  media  and  was 
able  to  bring  all  together  in  a  concise, 
efficient  and  understandable  way. 

Methodism  first  came  to  the  public  eye 
in  print  through  a  critical  letter  to  the 
editor  which  was  later  defended  by 
Wesley.  According  to  Dr.  Heitzenrater,  it 
did  not  take  Wesley  long  to  recognize  the 
power  of  the  printed  page.  He  produced 
thousands  of  sermons,  devotional 
literature,  hymns,  educational  material 
and  tracts. 

Kansas  pastor 
killed  while 
at  conference 

WICHITA,  Kans.  (TM/UMR)  -  The 
Rev.  George  D.  Almquist,  43,  of  Salina, 
Kans.  was  shot  in  the  head  shortly  after 
leaving  a  late  session  of  the  Kansas  West 
Annual  Conference  here  Sept.  14. 

Mr.  Almquist,  who  was  the 
denomination’s  first  Area  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Parish  Development,  was 
attending  the  fall  budget  session  of  the 
conference  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  downtown  Wichita. 
Approximately  1,000  delegates  were 
attending  the  budget  session. 

Police  have  not  established  any  motive 
in  the  killing  as  yet;  they  said  he 
appeared  to  have  been  shot  from  a 
distance  by  a  large  calibre  handgun. 

A  preliminary  autopsy  indicated  Mr. 
Almquist  was  also  severely  beaten  and 
kicked  at  least  six  times.  None  of  his 
personal  belongings  were  taken  and 
robbery  was  apparently  not  a  motive. 

During  a  hasty  Friday  morning  session 
of  the  conference  the  members  decided 
to  offer  a  $5,000  reward  for  information 
leading  to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of 
those  reponsible  so  that  “they  might 
have  opportunity  to  learn  that  life  is  best 
lived  in  compassion  and  love  for  one’s 
fellow  human  beings  " 
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World 

Communion 

Sunday 

United  Methodists 
will  join  with  their 
sisters  and  brothers  of 
many  denominations  on 
Oct.  1  to  observe  the 
festival  of  World 
Communion  Sunday. 
Fifty  percent  of  gifts  to 
the  offering  received 
that  day  will  provide 
Crusade  Scholarships  — 
enabling  young 
Christians  around  the 
world  to  earn 
educations. 
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Open  Letter 

Church 


Sunday  afternoon,  Aug.  13,  lightning 
struck  our  beloved  Fellowship  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hineston.  The  100- 
year-old  building  was  set  afire  and  it 
burned  to  the  ground. 

This  was  a  tragedy,  but  it  was  made 
even  worse  by  the  fact  that  in  the  past 
two  years  we  have  put  over  $8,000  in 
improvements  on  the  building. 

Unfortunately  we  only  had  $13,000 
insurance.  Since  the  church  burned  we 
have  received  some  $13,000  in  cash  and 
$6,000  has  been  pledged. 

None  of  us  has  a  lot  of  money  and  for  us 
to  rebuild  something  that  we  can  all  be 
proud  of  we  are  going  to  have  to  get  a  lot 
of  help  from  friends  and  former 
members  of  the  church.  We  want  to  get 


started  rebuilding  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  for  us  to  decide  what  to  build  we  need 
to  know  how  much  we  will  have  to  spend. 

Since  the  old  church  has  touched  so 
many  lives  and  meant  so  much  to  so 
many  people  we  are  unashamedly  asking 
for  help.  If  you  or  yours  can  help,  any 
amount  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  It 
can  be  given  simply  to  the  Building  Fund 
or  as  a  memorial. 

We  hate  to  be  so  bold  as  to  go  outside 
our  congregation  and  ask  for  help,  but 
knowing  of  your  interest  in  the  old  church 
we  knew  you  would  want  to  know  of  our 
situation  and  help  us. 

Thanking  you  and  praying  God’s 
blessing  upon  you  and  yours. 


Seed’s  Predicament  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


BY  BRUCE  LAYMAN 
Associate  Minister,  First  UMC  Alexandria 

Have  you  ever  taken  a  seed  and  given  it  a  good  hard  look? 

Probably  not.  Even  if  you  did,  once,  you  probably  don’t 
make  a  practice  of  it  because  seeds  are  not  much  to  look  at. 

Seeds  look  dry  and  are  usually  brown  or  drab  in 
appearance.  Most  seeds  are  rather  small  and  blend  in  with 
the  dirt.  When  we  eat  grapefruit,  peaches  or  other  fruit,  we 
can  become  downright  annoyed  at  the  seeds  which  get  in  our 
way.  Seeds  are  generally  humdrum,  and  there  is  not  much  to 
|  be  said  about  seeds  as  seeds. 

But  flowers  and  trees  are  another  story. 

Many  poems  and  books  have  been  written  on  the  wonders 
and  beauty  of  flowers  and  trees.  Flowers  bring  color  to  our 
world.  Many  have  aroma  we  can  smell  and  nectar  for  the 
bee. 

Trees  bring  shade,  fruit,  protection  and  shelter  for 
animals.  The  benefits  of  plants  are  proclaimed  throughout 
the  world. 

Now,  the  predicament  of  the  seed  is  this.  The  seed  has 
great  potential  locked  up  inside  of  it  ;  it  may  become  a  (lower, 
a  tree,  or  other  plant. 

But  the  seed  cannot  on  its  own  bring  about  its  own 
potential.  The  seed,  to  grow,  must  have  fertile  soil,  sun  and 
water;  things  it  cannot  provide.  Also,  most  importantly,  the 
seed  must  be  willing  to  die  as  a  seed,  to  give  up  what  it  was,  to 
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What  Your  Church  School  Could  Be 


become  what  it  is  meant  to  be. 

The  seed  will  no  longer  be  a  seed,  it  dies  to  grow  into 
something  new. 

We  are  in  the  same  predicament  as  the  seed.  We,  too,  have 
great  potential  to  become  something  new.  But  we  must  risk 
the  change.  What  we  may  become  is  not  anything  we  can 
accomplish  on  our  own. 

We  cannot  through  acquiring  riches  or  success  bring 
ourselves  to  be  the  loving  servant  God  would  have  us  to  be. 

God  calls  us  to  die  to  our  old  selves,  to  be  new  creations.  As 
Charles  DuBois  said,  “The  important  thing  is  this:  to  be  able 
at  any  moment  to  sacrifice  what  we  are  for  what  we  could 
become.” 


See  Page  6 

Men  Behind  Foundation 


The  staff  and  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation  has  been  busy  this 
year,  developing  new  programs  and 
speaking  across  the  state. 

Mark  Tullos,  who  has  headed  the 
foundation  as  executive  director  since 
September,  1976,  and  a  former  minister 
of  music,  has  been  visiting  and  speaking 
in  many  church,  civic,  school  and  related 
groups. 

Ken  Ward,  director  of  the  Legal  and 
Legislative  Division  and  associate 
executive  director  of  the  Foundation, 
who  formerly  worked  in  the  areas  of 
education,  business  administration, 
government,  and  juvenile  and  justice 
corrections,  is  contacted  for  counsel  both 


during  the  Legislative  Sessions  as  well  as 
when  the  Legislature  has  adjourned. 

Robert  F.  Harrington,  director  of  the 
division  of  Promotion,  is  continuing  to 
work  with  the  LMCF  literature  program 
as  well  as  keeping  the  print  and 
electronic  media  aware  of  LMCF 
.activities.  He  formerly  served  as  Area 
Provost  in  the  office  of  the  Bishop  in 
Louisiana. 

Church  Ministries  has  been  a  busy 
scene  as  Dennis  Phelps,  coordinator  of 
this  area,  has  traveled  to  retreats,  group 
counseling  sessions  for  youth  and 
churches.  Dennis  is  an  undergraduate 
student  at  Louisiana  College. 
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October  Calendar 


October  — 

01  World  Communion  Sunday 

01  Leadership  training,  Baton  Rouge  -  Hammond  District 
01-15  District  Annual  Meetings,  United  Methodist  Women 
1  Alexandria;  Haas.  Memorial,  Bunkie 
1  Ruston;  Farmerville  Church 

7  Baton  Rouge  -  Lafayette;  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
7  Lake  Charles;  Lake  Arthur  Church 

7  Monroe;  first  Church,  Bastrop 

8  New  Orleans-Houma ;  Aurora 

8  Shreveport;  Christ  Church,  Shreveport 

14  Baton  Rouge  -  Hammond ;  First  Hammond 

15  New  Orleans  -  Slidell ;  First  Slidell 

04-05  Wertch  Lectures,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
06-07  Archives  &  History  Workshop,  Bridgeport,  TX 
07  Conference  B  oard  of  Global  Ministries 
09  Laity  Day 

09-12  The  Best  Is  Yet  to  Be  (Retirees),  Mt.  Sequoyah 
13-14  Young  Adult  Canoe  Trip 

15  Methodist  Children’s  Home/Harvest  Day 
19-20  Jurisdictional  CFA  workshop,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

28  District  Leadership  Training  UMW, 

29  Reformation  Sunday,  World  Order  Sunday 
30-No  v.  4 

National  Christian  Educators’  Fellowship,  Glorie  Ha, 
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NEW  ORLEANS  —  A  conference  on 
innovative  education  for  the  Church  will 
be  held  at  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 
Church,  5875  Canal  Blvd.,  New  Orleans, 
Oct.  12-14. 

Dr.  John  Savage,  president  of  LEAD 
Consultants,  will  be  presenting  the  three 
alternatives  to  the  traditional  church 
school.  These  models  will  be  presented  in 
detail  over  a  three-day  periqd.  Each 
participant  will  be  able  to  explore  two  of 
the  three  Models  in  depth. 

The  School  of  Religion,  family  clusters 
and  the  learning  community  will  be  the 
three  Models  studied. 

A  special  lecture/discussion  will  be 
held  about  a  major  research  project  on 
the  apathetic  and  bored  church 
members. 

The  Conference  fee  of  $40  should  be 
sent  to  Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman  at  Kenner 
UMC,  P.O.  Box  1049,  Kenner,  La.  70063. 
Make  checks  payable  to  “Religious 
Education  Conference.” 

Out  of  town  guests  will  need  to  make 
their  own  housing  arrangements. 


Church  Honors 
Member 

GALVEZ  —  On  Sept.  17  Carpenter’s 
Chapel  UMC  honored  its  oldest 
continuous  member,  Mrs.  Josphine 
Carpenter  Dixon.  She  joined  the  church 
in  1913  at  the  age  of  nine  and  recalls  the 
minister’s  sermon  on  that  particular  day 
as  being  “Where  He  Leads  Me  I  Will 
Follow.”  The  Rev.  Boyd  Hood,  pastor  of 
the  church,  presented  Mrs.  Dixon  with  a 
birthday  gift  during  the  sermon. 


Webb  Speaks 

HAMMOND  -  Dr.  Donald  Webb, 
Centenary  College  president,  was  the 
guest  speaker  Sept.  24  at  the  First  UMC 
during  the  Sunday  morning  worship 
service. 

Miss  Phyllis  Kelly,  Miss  Louisiana 
1978,  was  the  soloist  for  the  service. 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Choirs  in 
United  Methodism  beginning  their 
autumn  rehearsals  this  year  may  want  to 
do  so  with  an  eye  toward  Indianapolis 
and  the  next  session  of  the 
denomination’s  world-wide  lawmaking 
assembly  to  be  held  in  Indiana’s  capital 
city  in  l'980. 

Professor  Carlton  R,  Young,  director 
of  music  for  the  General  Confererice,  has 
announced  that  eight  choirs  form  local 
churches,  schools  and  other  institutions 
will  be  selected  to  sing  at  worship 
services  to  be  held  during  the 
quadrennial  sessions.  Included  will  be 
appearances  at  morning  worship  periods 


Careers  Picked 


Philip  Self  and  Ann  Huguley 


BOSSIER  CITY  —  During  a  recent 
Church  Vocation  Sunday  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Philip  Self,  an  Airline 
High  School  graduate  who  is  attending 
Tech  and  later  plans  to  attend  seminary, 
brought  the  message  in  word  and  song. 

He  sang  three  songs  which  he  had 
written. 

Ann  Huguley  also  spoke  before  the 
congregation,  announcing  she  wanted  tc 
major  in  Christian  education  and  youth 
work.  A  senior  at  Parkway  High  School 
she  plans  to  attend  Centenary  College. 

Canoe  Trip  Set 

A  Black  Creek  Young  Adult  Canoe  Trip 
is  being  planned  for  Oct.  13-14,  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Woody  Smith. 

The  event  is  open  to  all  interested  in 
participating.  You  can  register  by 
writing  Rev.  Smith  at  First  UMC,  3401 
Canal  St.,  New  Orleans  70119, 
immediately. 

Registration  fee  is  $18  and  will  include 
canoe  rental,  transportation,  insurance 
and  two  meals. 

The  participants  will  depart  from  First 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  on  Friday,  Oct.  13, 
at  6  p.m.  with  their  sleeping  bags,  tennis 
shoes,  air  mattresses,  fishing  equipment, 
personal  affects  and  sack  lunches. 

The  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 


and  the  afternoon  preaching  services 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Dr.  Young,  professor  of  church  music 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology,  said 
choirs  interested  should  send  a  current 
performance  tape  for  an  audition  and 
program  information  to  him  in  care  of 
the  seminary.  Emory  University, 
Atlanta,  Ga  .  30322,  not  later  than 
December  31. 

Choirs  chosen  to  sing  at  General 
Conference  will  be  announced  by  next 
April  15.  All  choirs  must  pay  their  own 
expenses  in  connection  with  their 
appearance  in  Indianapolis 


Coming  Home 

JACKSON  —  On  Sept.  24  current  and 
past  members  of  Jackson  United 
Methodist  Church  celebrated 
Homecoming  Day  with  a  special 
ceremony  and  luncheon. 


Award  Given 


Mrs.  Alberta  Cockerham  and 
Rev.  George  Harkins,  minister 


TICKFAW  —  United  Methodist  Women 
of  Nesom  Memorial  UMC  were  awarded 
a  certificate  from  the  UMW  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  completing  the 
study  courses,  “Women  and  the  Bible” 
and  “The  Caribbean  Crescent.”  Mrs. 
Alberta  Cockerham  is  president  of  the 
UMW  Women  of  Nesom  Memorial  and 
Rev.  George  Harkins  is  minister  of  the 
church. 


Cancelled  Meet 

SHREVEPORT  -  The  Bible 
Storytelling  Workshop  set  for  Sept.  27 
and  28  at  Noel  Memorial  UMC  has  been 
cancelled. 


Sifti AS 

5W 


,  Choirs  To  Audition 
For  General  Conference 


Picnic  Fun 

COTTON  VALLEY  -  Members  of  the 
Cotton  Valley  Church  School  from  First 
UMC  had  a  picnic  Sept.  9  in  the 
parsonage  backyard.  Thirty  people, 
ranging  from  nursery  to  senior-citizen 
ages,  joined  in  fun  and  fellowship. 

The  event  was  planned  by  Mrs.  Bill 
May  nor,  director  of  family  ministries. 


Church’s  70th 


REV.  TAFT  BOWIE.  SR. 


ALEXANDRIA  -  On  Sept.  10,  the  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Church 
celebrated  its  70th  anniversary  with  a 
homecoming. 

Rev.  Taft  Bowie  Sr.,  a  former  minister 
of  the  church,  spoke  on  the  theme  “Upon 
This  Rock  I  Build  My  Church.  ” 

Mrs.  Lou  Ethel  Johnson  was 
chairperson  for  the  event. 
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Food  crisis  may  have  ‘abated’ 
but  people  are  still  starving 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTFR 


According  to  a  recently  released  report 
of  the  World  Bank,  the  world  food  crisis 
has  abated. 

Such  a  report  is  both  good  news  and 
bad  news.  It  is  "good  news”  to  learn  that 
fewer  persons  around  the  world  are 
dropping  dead  each  day  from  the  effects 
of  malnutrition  than  was  the  case  at  this 
time  last  year.  It  is  “bad  news"  because 
of  the  effect  this  information  is  likely  to 
have  on  the  commitments  of  well-fed 
people  to  combat  hunger  where  it 
continues  to  exist. 

The  old  adage  about  our  “out  of  sight, 
out  of  mind"  way  of  living  has  proven 
true  time  and  again  in  the  up-and-down 
support  most  of  us  have  offered  in  the 
battle  against  hunger.  Four  years  ago 
when  pictures  of  children  starving  to 
death  in  the  parched  fields  of  north- 
central  Africa  consistently  made  the 
front  pages  of  our  daily  newspapers, 
giving  to  combat  world  hunger  hit  an  all- 
time  high. 

United  Methodists  across  the  nation 

We  should  pray 
Sunday  for  peace 
in  Middle  East 

The  bold  steps  toward  peace  taken  last 
week  by  Egyptian  President  Anwar 
Sadat  and  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
Menachem  Begin,  with  the  assistance  of 
U.S.  President  Jimmy  Carter,  is  the 
most  encouraging  development  so  far  in 
the  quest  for  a  lasting  peace  in  the 
Middle  East. 

Despite  dissention  from  some  factions 
within  the  ranks  of  both  Arabs  and 
Israelis,  the  agreements  reached 
following  nearly  two  weeks  of  intense 
discussions  at  Camp  David  may  provide 
the  framework  for  a  peace  which  can 
begin  healing  the  wounds  from  centuries 
of  conflict  between  Jewish,  Moslem,  and 
Christian  people  in  the  Middle  East. 

Agreements  alone,  however,  cannot 
create  peace.  While  such  pacts  can 
provide  a  framework  on  which  to  build, 
real  peace  comes  only  through  the 
concerned  efforts  of  individuals  who 
refuse  to  believe  that  armed  conflict  is 
preferable  to  negotiation  and 
compromise  for  settling  serious  political 
differences. 

This  Sunday  ( October  1 )  is  Worldwide 
Communion  day  in  Christian  churches 
around  the  world.  As  Christians  gather 
together  in  symbolic  unity  around  the 
table  of  our  Lord  on  this  occasion,  we 
believe  it  will  be  both  appropriate  and 
important  for  prayers  to  be  offered  for 
the  success  of  the  agreements  and 
continuing  negotiations  between  Mr. 
Sadat,  Mr.  Begin,  and  hopefully,  other 
Arab  leaders. 


reached  deeply  into  their  pockets,  and 
the  General  Conference  subsequently 
identified  world  hunger  as  a  national 
church  priority.  As  the  problem  has  left 
the  headlines,  giving  records  show  that  it 
also  has  left  the  minds  of  many  United 
Methodists  and  others. 

The  World  Bank  report  undoubtedly 
will  further  erode  public  awareness  of 
how  serious  the  problem  of  world  hunger 
continues  to  be. 

We  urge  the  leaders  of  each  United 
Methodist  congregation  to  see  that  this 
important  issue  remains  in  the 
consciousness  of  its  membership.  Even 
though  the  world  hunger  crisis  has 
lessened,  many  people  around  the  world 
continue  to  die  of  starvation  each  day. 
During  this  time  of  so-called  abatement: 

•  an  estimated  455  million  persons 
around  the  world  still  suffer  from  chronic 
malnutrition. 

•  a  stage  has  been  set  where  a  meager 
three  percent  shortfall  in  grain 
production  can  result  in  the  deaths  of 
several  hundred  thousand  persons. 

We  should  not  wait  until  we  again  see 
pictures  of  starving  babies  on  the  front 
pages  of  our  daily  newspapers  to  renew 
and  intensify  our  commitment  as 
Christians  to  “feed  the  hungry.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


JESUS  SAlP, 

“YE  AFE  THE 
i_IOHT  OF  THE 
WORiP...”  , 

ANP,  "J.ET 
V0UR  t-IO-HT 

SO  SHINE 
BEFORE  MEN..” 

\j3L 

toil 

Here  I  Stand 


SEPTEMBER  29,  1978 


On  Christ  the  solid  rock  I  stand; 
all  other  ground  is  sinking  sand 


MUST  BE  IMF 
FIRST  TIME  A 
SERMON  WAS  EVER 
REI NPORCEP  BV 
A  B10WN  Fuse 


By  ARCHIE  MATSON 

Even  though  I  have  usually  thought  of 
myself  as  a  theological  and  social  liberal 
the  only  words  that  seem  right  on  this 
theme  are  from  an  old  hymn:  “On  Christ 
the  solid  rock  I  stand;  all  other  ground  is 
sinking  sand.”  But  what  are  the 
quicksands,  or  perhaps  shifting  sands,  on 
which  many  of  us  have  tried  to  stand,  or 
to  build? 

For  one  thing,  we  have  talked  much 
about  building  the  kingdom  of  God  as 
though  human  beings  could  take  the 
place  of  God.  I  find  no  place  in  the  New 
Testament  where  people  are  called  to 
build  the  kingdom.  It  is  God’s  kingdom 
that  both  John  the  Baptist  and  Jesus 
announced,  but  people  cannot  build  it. 
We  may  ask  for  it;  indeed  we  are 
commanded  to  pray  for  it.  We  are  told  to 
seek  it,  and  it  would  be  given  us.  We  may 
inherit  it  as  God’s  children,  and  be  given 
the  keys  to  it.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about 
the  gospel,  that  is,  the  good  news  of  the 
kingdom,  and  we  are  told  to  receive  it  as 
little  children.  It  is  like  seed  or  yeast,  a 
hidden  treasure  which  God  has  prepared 
and  which  we  may  gratefully  and 
humbly  receive.  But  all  human  building 


of  the  kingdom  is  on  quicksand. 

For  another  thing,  we  have  tried  to 
stand  on  the  church,  but  that,  too,  proves 
to  be  shifting  sand.  How  often  it  has 
shifted  through  the  centuries  —  not  only 
the  Catholic  Church,  but  even  the 
Methodist  Church  during  my  own 
lifetime!  “On  this  rock  I  will  build  my 
church,’’  said  the  Master.  On  what  rock? 
Certainly  not  on  the  church  claiming  to 
be  founded  by  Peter,  but  rather  on  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  revealed  to  Peter  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living 
God.  Yet  how  much  Methodist  preaching 
and  literature  have  identified  the 
prosperity  and  growth  of  the  Methodist 
Church  with  the  kingdom  of  God!  At  least 
that  is  the  impression  I  remember  from 
almost  seventy  years  of  listening  and 
reading;  and  far  too  often  I  suspect  it 
was  the  implication  of  my  own 
preaching.  But  it  is  on  Christ  as  the  chief 
cornerstone  that  God  builds  his  church, 
and  on  Him  I  stand.  All  other  ground  is 
shifting  sand. 

There  is  still  another  area  equally 
unstable  as  a  foundation  for  faith,  and 
here  I  realize  I  am  treading  on  many 
toes.  Not  only  evangelists  like  Billy 


Memorizing  Bible  verses,  yes;  by  ‘rote,’  no 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  regarding  the  Bible 
essays  you  published  is  a  masterly  piece 
of  writing  (TM/UMR,  September  8).  I 
appreciate  excellent  ideas  well 
expressed  in  our  strong  Germanic- 
English  language,  endowed  as  well  with 
some  65  per  cent  of  Latin-derived 
vocabulary  —  making  ours  a  rich 
language  indeed. 

What  I  take  exception  to  is  your  term 
“rote  learning”  and  usage  of  the  phrase. 
Webster’s  Seventh  New  Collegiate 
Dictionary  defines  “rote”  this  way:  “(1) 
The  use  of  memory  usually  with  little 
intelligence;  (2)  routine  or  repetition 
carried  out  without  understanding  or 
mechanically.” 

Now  in  no  way  were  our  Bible  passages 
memorized  without  the  meanings  being 
completely  explained  to  us  by  that  saint¬ 
ed  Sunday  School  teacher  we  were  so 
blessed  to  know.  And  I  must  continue  to 
cite  some  recent  trends  in  which  foreign 
languages  have  been  taught  by 
memorization  of  complete  dialogues  for 
rapid  and  normal  conversational 
purposes,  with  the  as-much-as-possible 
correct  pronunciation  repeated  as  the 
native  speaker  on  tapes,  or  personally  in 
the  classroom,  has  spoken.  Over  and 
over  again  must  this  be  done  in  order  to 
attain  fluency  in  the  foreign  language. 
However,  I  must  stress  that  the  students 
have  been  given  the  meaning  of  the 
dialogue. 


Has  anything  that  you  are  aware  of 
been  taught  (learned)  successfully 
without  practice?  Consider  five-finger 
piano  exercises,  vocalises,  any 
instrumental  disciplined  daily 
repetitions— especially  in  speech—  so 
necessary  for  meaningful  delivery  from 
the  pulpit. 

By  this  time  you  may  have  guessed 
that  I  have  for  many  years  been  a 
teacher  of  French  and  that  in  my  youth,  I 
was  a  student  of  singing  and  the  piano. 

Thank  you  for  your  extremely  helpful 
and  meaningful  essays  by  our  Christian 

essayists'  Marie  O'Steen 

Elmhurst,  Illinois 

Editorial  and  essays  on 
the  Bible  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  most  impressed  with  your 
editorial  concerning  Bible  verses  and  the 
importance  of  learning  them,  as  you  say, 
as  “an  anchor  to  hold  on  to  amid  life’s 
storms  and  a  sword  to  prick  our 
consciences  when  we  become  proud  or 
indifferent”  (TM/UMR,  September  8). 

We  are  exhorted  several  times  in  the  . 
Bible  to  think  on  things  of  purity, 
goodness,  and  to  have  the  mind  of  Christ. 
To  achieve  this  I  feel  that  my  mind  must 
be  filled  with  words  of  Christ  and  those 
who  wrote  the  inspiration  given  to  them 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  think  not  reading  the 
Scriptures  is  like  wanting  to  have  a 


On  The  TM/UMR  Beat 

New  TM/UMR  building  culminates 
a  dream  and  equips  us  for  service 


* 

Mr.  Dunnam 
Words  are  inadequate  to  convey  the 
sense  of  joy,  gratitude  and  relief  I  feel 
now  that  TM/UMR’s  operations  have 
been  successfully  moved  into  a  new 
28,500  sq.  ft.  building  in  West  Dallas. 

For  the  past  several  years,  the 
newspaper's  growth  in  circulation  and 
staff  has  continually  eclipsed  the  amount 
of  space  necessary  to  do  our  work  most 
efficiently.  We  have  wished  for  and 
dared  to  dream  of  a  time  when  we  might 
occupy  a  building  designed  especially  for 
TM/UMR.  That  dream  finally  has  be¬ 
come  a  reality  (see  TM/UMR,  Sept.  22). 
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I  am  not  usually  one  to  engage  in 
sentimental  remembrances,  but  it  is 
impossible  for  me  not  to  recall  the  day  in 
1965  when  I  went  to  work  for  The  Texas 
Methodist.  Unable  to  secure  a  position 
working  in  a  local  church  when  I  entered 
seminary,  I  was  offered  and  accepted  a 
temporary  position  at  the  bottom  rung  of 
TM’s  four-person  staff  which  was  housed 
in  a  little  farm  house  on  the  outskirts  of 
Irving,  Texas.  At  that  time,  TM’s 
circulation  was  only  about  30,000  and  the 
paper’s  future  was  anything  but  secure. 

Despite  the  facilities  in  which  we  had 
to  work,  the  paper’s  circulation  grew. 
When  the  farm  house  burned  down  in 
1967,  the  paper  survived  and  moved  its 
operations  to  a  small,  two-room  office  in 
downtown  Irving.  One  of  my  first  deci¬ 
sions  upon  becoming  editor  in  1969  was  to 
relocate  our  offices  in  a  comparatively 
spacious  building  on  the  fringe  of  down¬ 
town  Dallas.  As  the  paper’s  growth  con¬ 
tinued  and  accelerated,  we  were  able  to 
take  over  additional  space  in  the  same 
building  on  a  piece-meal  basis.  Then 
when  we  began  doing  our  own  composi¬ 
tion  in  1973,  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  se¬ 
cure  additional  space  in  an  adjacent 
building— leaving  our  offices  separated 
by  an  alley  from  our  composing  room. 

By  1975,  TM/UMR  had  exhausted  all 
available  space  at  that  location,  and  our 
operations  were  moved  to  a  nearby 
building  owned  and  previously  occupied 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  publication  in 
Texas.  In  comparison  with  any  previous 
TM/UMR  location,  these  quarters  were 
excellent.  The  new  location  provided 
sufficient  space  for  all  the  paper’s 
operations  to  be  housed  under  one  roof, 
and  enabled  us  to  purchase  and  begin 
operation  of  our  own  printing  and 
computer  equipment  later  in  1975. 
However,  this  was  yet  another  instance 
of  trying  to  make  TM/UMR’s  unique 
operations  fit  into  a  facility  designed  for 
some  other  purpose,  and  we  were  soon 
cramped  for  space  in  several 
departments. 

It  became  obvious  last  year  that 
TM/UMR  would  have  to  move  again  in 
the  near  future  because  the  property  on 
which  our  building  was  located  was 
purchased  by  developers  of  a  proposed 
$100  million  office  and  entertainment 
complex. 

At  that  time,  TM/UMR’s  staff  and 
board  of  directors  began  considering 
alternatives  for  relocation.  It  soon 
became  clear  that  the  time  had  come  for 


the  paper  to  occupy  its  own  building. 
Following  more  than  a  year  of  waiting, 
praying,  planning  and  building,  our 
move  was  completed  on  September  16, 
and  we  began  conducting  “business  as 
usual”  on  Monday  the  18th. 

I  cannot  walk  through  the  rooms  and 
corridors  of  TM/UMR’s  spacious  new 
home  without  feeling  immense  pride  in 
how  far  the  paper  has  come  since  the 
days  of  the  little  farm  house  in  Irving. 
Since  then,  TM/UMR’s  weekly  circula¬ 
tion  has  grown  to  more  than  450,000  na¬ 
tionwide.  We  are  immensely  grateful  to 
God  for  the  many  ways  in  which  our  min¬ 
istry  has  been  blessed,  and  to  all  those  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  annual  conferences 
which  have  played  a  part  in  bringing  this 
dream  to  fruition  by  using  our  services. 

So  much  for  reflections  on  the  past  and 
present  celebrations.  TM/UMR  is  not  a 
building,  but  a  Christian  newspaper 
intended  to  serve  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  now  have 
sufficient  space  to  do  our  work  for  many 
years  to  come,  and  the  time  is  at  hand  for 
us  to  use  our  new  facilities  to  the  glory  of 
God  and  in  service  to  our  church  in  the 
most  effective  way  possible.  You  may  be 
assured  of  our  best  efforts  toward  this 
end.  But  if  you  should  ever  be  in  our  area, 
we  would  be  delighted  to  give  you  a  quick 
tour  of  our  shiny  new  facilities. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Welcome  to  new  readers 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR 
welcomes  approximately  600  new 
subscriber-families  of  the  Centenary 
UMC  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
(Missouri  East  Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  Centenary  readers  will 
receive  a  special  edition  of 
TM/UMR  which  combines  their 
local  church  news  with  annual 
conference  and  news  and  opinion 
from  the  church-at-large. 

To  our  new  readers  in  the  St.  Louis 
area  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
informative  and  that  you  will  join 
with  our  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  via  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church  we  say  again: 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your  edition 
of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist 
Reporter). 


beautiful  green  lawn,  but  not  fertilizing 
and/or  watering  it. 

The  prisoners  of  Vietnam  displayed  the 
importance  of  knowing  Bible  verses  as 
no  other  instance  in  history  can  convey. 
They  are  alive  here  to  tell  the  story  as  a 
result  of  the  verses  they  were  able  to  pull 
together.  I  think  it  is  also  significant  that 
they  chose  words  from  the  Bible,  rather 
than  other  quotes  and  sayings  they 
surely  knew,  as  their  staying  power  for 
sanity. 

The  departure  from  just  opinions  of 
readers  on  the  editorial  page  was  also 
very  refreshing.  I  hope  you  will  use  this 
format  from  time  to  time. 

I  appreciate  the  ministry  you  are 
performing  through  TM/UMR. 

Dorothy  Warden 
Dallas,  Texas 

Dose  of  Wesley  needed 

to  transcend  labels 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  want  to  say  “Amen”  to  Ms. 
Wild’s  contribution  to  “Here  I  Stand”  on 
doing  away  with  labels  (TM/UMR, 
August  25).  I  do  think,  however,  that 
doing  away  with  labels  is  treating  a 
symptom,  and  not  the  disease. 

As  a  Moderately-Conservative-Wes- 
leyan-Evangelical-High  Church  Socially 
Liberal  Pastor,  I  have  probably  experi¬ 
enced  as  much  intolerance  from  my 
sisters  and  brothers  in  United  Methodism 
(and  been  intolerant  in  return)  as  any¬ 
one. 

It  is  my  concern  that  we  have  forgotten 
our  founder’s  principle  of  “Unity  in 
things  vital”  and  tolerance  in  things 
which  are  not.  Wesley  had  an  amazing 
ability  to  accept  all  the  different 
“theological  opinions”  floating  around 
his  day  as  well  as  insisting  that 
Methodists  hold  to  the  “Fundamenta”  of 
the  faith,  or  those  beliefs  necessary  for 
salvation. 

Perhaps  all  of  us,  regardless  of  what 
label  we  wear  or  have  given  to  us,  could 
benefit  from  a  good  dose  of  Wesleyan 
theology !  Lee  L  Cunningham 

Placentia,  California 

Beware  of  rash  charges 

To  the  Editor : 

Here  we  go  again,  and  again,  and 
again.  This  time  it  is  a  charge  of 
communism  in  our  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (TM/UMR,  August  18  and 
September  1). 

I’m  not  an  old  man  but  I’ve  lived  long 
enough  to  see  many  charges  later  turned 
to  proclamations  —  as  though  the  charg¬ 
ers  had  NOW  become  the  discover-ers ! 

A  few  illustrations:  The  RSV  Bible  was 
burned  —  then  came  a  flood  of  other 
translations  and  versions,  including  The 
Living  Bible!  The  NCC  recommending 
recognition  of  Red  China  —  then  Mr. 
Nixon  went  to  Peking!  The  WCC  inviting 
Iron  Curtain  clergy  to  its  Evanston 
Assembly  —  then  Billy  Graham  went  to 
preach  behind  that  Curtain  and  came 
back  echoing  what  the  farsighted  WCC 
leaders  were  long-convinced  was  the 
case  of  the  Christian  church  there. 

One  might  mention  other  items  which 
are  in  various  states  of  development:  Sex 
education,  women’s  (?)  liberation,  using 
political  techniques  at  both  General 
Conference  and  in  secular  realms,  etc. 

I  do  not  mean  to  be  unkind  to  the 
critics,  nor  do  I  mean  to  imply  that  those 
they  criticize  are  “above  error.”  My 
point  is  that  I  sometimes  grow  weary  of 
these  theological,  social,  political  late¬ 
comers.  I  pray  for  them,  meanwhile 
rejoicing  in  the  courage  and  prophet-like 
vision  of  others  who  continue  to  stretch 
our  minds  and  spirits  —  as  Jesus  longed 
to  do.  See  John  16: 12-13.  May  the  tribe  of 
Gamaliel  increase!  (Acts 5: 33-39). 

Robert  P.  Longenecker 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania 

Thanks  for  report  on  EMC 

To  the  Editor: 

We  want  to  thank  you  for  your 
courageous  stand  in  publishing  the 
report  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  and  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Bishop 
Muzorewa  (TM/UMR,  August  18  and 
August  4). 

We  are  sure  the  bishop’s  statements 
brought  to  a  head  the  resolution  by  EMC. 


Having  been  active  in  the  “Good 
News”  movement  for  many  years,  we 
feel  the  resolution,  in  all  its  parts,  is 
thoroughly  justified. 

Your  paper  is  informative  and  fair, 
well  worth  the  time  it  takes  to  read  it. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Roddy 
Burkington,  North  Carolina 

‘Good  News’  criticism 

of  seminaries  off  base 

To  the  Editor: 

He  has  done  it  again!  Charles  Keysor 
of  the  so-called  “Good  News”  clique  has 
turned  his  attention  to  our  United 
Methodist  seminaries  (see  UMR  for 
August  11). 

Frankly,  I  found  the  article  containing 
Keysor’s  opinions  rather  humorous. 
However,  since  I  am  sure  that  he  did  not 
intend  for  them  to  be  taken  as  such,  some 
serious  response  is  in  order.  It  seemed  to 
me  that  the  gist  of  the  “Good  News” 
statement  and  the  source  of  their 
complaint  is  that  our  seminaries  do  not 
teach  what  “Good  News”  wants  taught. 
Of  course  they  do  not!  Academic  quality 
insists  that  the  facts  not  be  twisted  to  fit 
anyone’s  preconceived  notions,  including 
those  of  “Good  News.”  One  must 
question  the  academic  integrity  of  these 
individuals  when  they  appear  to  be 
judging  schools  on  the  criterion  of 
whether  or  not  the  schools  agree  with  (or 
teach  sympathetically)  the  “Good 
News”  viewpoint.  (That  is  to  say, 
Asbury,  Gordon-Conwell,  etc.  are 
deemed  good  because  they  agree  with 
“Good  News,”  according  to  Keysor’s 
statement.  Presumably  Wesley,  Duke, 
etc.  are  somewhat  less  than  adequate 
because  they  do  not. ) 

Another  point  that  has  to  be  raised  is 
Mr.  Keysor’s  rather  liberal  use  of  the 
term  “orthodox.”  Surely  it  is  a  matter  of 
opinion  whether  or  not  the  “evangelical” 
ideology  is  the  same  thing  as  traditional 
Christian  orthodoxy.  Certainly  it  is  not 
exclusively  so.  There  are  many 
Christians,  including  myself,  who  would 
characterize  ourselves  as  theological 
conservatives  but  who  do  not  accept  the 
sum  total  of  “evangelical”  theology  as 
absolute  dogma. 

Finally,  Mr.  Keysor  raises  as  an 
example  the  tiresome  matter  of  the 
authorship  of  Isaiah.  Not  withstanding 
the  overwhelming  scholarly  evidence 
favoring  the  more-than-one-author  view, 
one  must  question  the  depth  of  anyone’s 
faith  if  so  much  hinges  on  such  a  fine 
point. 

If  the  “Good  News”  spokespersons  do 
not  want  to  be  considered  “narrow, 
bigoted,  fundamentalist  and  unscholar- 
ly”  then  they  ought  to  quit  acting  the 
part. 

Robert  P.  Hall 
Cheswold,  Illinois 


Archie  Matson 
Graham,  but  many  United  Methodist 
preachers  and  writers  apparently  trust 
the  Bible  as  the  “rock  of  ages”  to  be 
taken  word  for  word  as  eternal  truth.  The 
result  is  that  they  are  forced  to  twist 
many  passages  out  of  their  obvious 
meanings,  or  claim  to  believe  many 
things  obviously  not  so.  It  is  with  a 
sinking  feeling  in  the  pit  of  my  stomach 
that  I  see  some  of  my  young  friends 
carrying  large  Bibles  as  their  witness  to 
the  world  that  they  stand  on,  or  at  least 
by  the  Bible.  They  make  their  witness, 
but  it  is  not  the  one  I  would  make.  “On 
Christ  the  solid  rock  I  stand.” 

Yet  how  can  I  stand  on  Christ  without 
doing  the  deeds  of  righteousness  which 
are  the  signs  of  His  kingdom?  Did  not 
Jesus  himself  outline  the  evidences  both 
at  Nazareth  and  for  John  the  Baptist  — 
preaching,  healing  and  deeds  of  mercy? 
Yes,  of  course,  for  He  is  the  King  who 
exercises  both  authority  and  power.  But 
whenever  we  get  to  thinking  we  build  the 
kingdom,  we  put  ourselves  ahead  of  Him 
and  lose  all  divine  power.  It  is  His  Holy 
Spirit  alone  that  brings  the  kingdom, 
sometimes  through  us,  and  sometimes  in 
spite  of  us. 

So  also  it  is  with  the  church.  I  believe  in 
the  church  which  is  the  body  of  Christ.  It 
was  through  the  church,  including  the 
church  in  my  parents’  home  that  I  first 
came  to  know  and  love  Him.  So  I  gladly 
uphold  it  with  my  prayers,  my 
attendance,  my  gifts  and  my  service;  but 
I  must  never  forget  Christ  gave  His  very 
life  for  the  church.  It  is  His  gift  to  me, 
and  I  must  never  confuse  the  gift  and  the 
Giver  lest  it  become  merely  a  human 
organization  with  all  the  foibles  of  the 
flesh,  and  without  the  power  of  the  Spirit. 
And  I  have  seen  that  happen  in  the 
church  that  loved  me  and  nurtured  me 
through  the  years !  So  I  love  the  church, 
but  my  foundation  is  on  Christ  alone  who 
is  Lord  of  the  church  and  my  Lord. 

More  difficult  it  is  to  distinguish  Christ 
from  the  Bible,  yet  I  must  try.  The  Old 
Testament  was  His  Bible.  It  points  to 
Him  and  He  fulfilled  it  in  essence,  but  not 
literally.  The  four  gospels  show  Him  as 
He  walked  the  earth  in  a  human  body, 
while  the  Acts  and  the  Epistles  reveal 
Him  as  the  Holy  Spirit  always  and 
everywhere  working  in  the  world.  Yet, 
these  reports  come  to  us  through  human 
hands  and  with  human  understandings 
and  errors.  So  five  times  in  one  chapter 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  Jesus  quotes 
the  Old  Testament,  and  then,  as  the  Lord 
of  the  church,  He  contradicts  it  with  His 
“but  I  say  unto  you.’.’^yet,  shining 
through  all  their  human  limitations  His 
Spirit  breaks  through  the  Acts  and 
Epistles  with  authentic  love  and  power, 
while  the  gospels  written  a  generation 
later,  when  carefully  checked  with 
themselves  and  each  other,  give  us  the 
clearest  portrait  of  our  Lord  who  is  the 
Rock  on  whom  I  stand. 

But  how  do  I  stand  on  Him?  Not  only  do 
we  see  in  Jesus  all  that  we  can  grasp  of 
the  nature  of  God,  but  in  Him  we  live  and 
move  and  have  our  being.  Putting  aside 
theological  differences  which  are  simply 
our  human  attempts  to  explain  our 
experiences  with  Him,  I  accept  the 
promise  of  Jesus  to  be  with  me  and  in  me 
as  love  and  wisdom  and  power,  forgiving 
my  sins  and  renewing  my  life  with  peace 
and  joy.  Then  I  can  be  sure  that  my  best 
thoughts  at  any  one  time  are  the  best 
thoughts  He  can  express  through  me  at 
that  time.  He  makes  His  home  with  me 
and  in  me.  I  have  His  mind  albeit  with 
my  very  human  limitations.  So  I  make 
my  boast  only  in  Him,  my  Lord  and  my 
Savior. 

On  Christ  the  solid  rock  I  stand;  all 
other  ground  is  sinking  sand. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

The  Rev.  Archie  Matson  is  a  retired 
member  of  the  Pacific  And  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  who  resides  in 
Laguna  Hills,  California. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  “ Here  I  Stand.” 
TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 


A  New  Resource  on  .  .  . 

Saving  the  Family  Farm 


e/sa  forum-45 

The  Family  Farm: 
Can  It  Be  Saved? 


Struggle  lor  Survival. 

Now  Is  the  Time  to  Act, 

"The  Best  Policy  =  Less  Policy," 
American  Agriculture  Movement, 

"We  Really  Want  to  Farm!" 


Here's  another  key 
study  resource  in  the 
United  Methodist 
Church's  effort  to  deal 
with  worldwide 
hunger.  This  special 
48-page  issue  on  the 
family  farm  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  as 
part  of  engage/ social 
action  magazine. 

Copies  of  this 
resource  are  available 
for  only  10  cents 
each.  Order  from: 
Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  100  Maryland 
Ave.  N.E.,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  20002.  Order 
No.  E2045. 
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UMCOR 

appeals 
for  funds 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodism’s 
relief  agency  here  was  making  a 
“desperate”  appeal  for  funds  last  week 
in  the  face  of  a  mounting  series  of 
disasters  around  the  world  and  a  slack- 
off  in  giving  which  has  put  it  “seriously 
behind.” 

As  requests  for  aid  to  flood-devastated 
India  and  Nicaraguan  refugees  poured 
in,  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  urged  United  Methodist 
local  churches  to  help  refill  its  coffers. 
Giving  to  UMCOR  is  running  $1  million 
behind  last  year,  chief  executive  Harry 
Haines  reported  —  at  a  time  when 
requests  for  emergency  relief  are 
arriving  on  an  average  of  every  eight 
days. 

While  a  formal  church-wide  appeal  has 
not  yet  been  issued,  Dr.  Haines  told 
TM/UMR  Sept.  21,  it  may  become 
necessary  if  the  situation  deteriorates 
further.  Meanwhile,  he  urged  individual 
churches  to  respond. 

Relief  efforts  for  India  may  run  as 
high  as  $100,000,  he  said.  A  minimum  of 
$50,000  has  already  been  sent  to  UMCOR- 
India.  In  war-torn  Nicaragua,  where  an 
estimated  40,000  persons  are  homeless, 
up  to  $200,000  will  be  needed,  Dr.  Haines 
said.  UMCOR  last  week  sent  $25,000  to 
CEP  AD,  the  ecumenical  relief  agency  in 
Nicaragua.  (Church  World  Service 
(CWS),  relief  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  has  allocated  800 
tons  of  food  including  corn,  rice,  cooking 
oil  and  powdered  milk,  at  the  request  of 
CEPAD.  The  agency  has  also  sent  a 
shipment  of  blankets,  water  purification 
tablets,  clothing,  and  plastic  for 
temporary  shelter. ) 

No  requests  have  yet  come  in  from 
Honduras,  where  massive  hurricane 
damage  has  been  reported,  Dr.  Haines 
said.  In  Iran,  where  26,000  persons  died 
in  an  earthquake  last  week,  World 
Council  of  Churches  relief  officials  told 
Dr.  Haines  the  government  has  adequate 
resources  at  present  and  no  church  aid 
has  been  requested. 

Since  August,  1977,  Dr.  Haines  said, 
UMCOR  has  managed  to  meet  appeals 
from  29  nations,  each  within  72  hours. 
But  because  of  “an  overwhelming  series 
of  disasters,  both  in  the  U.S.  and  abroad, 
we  are  running  seriously  behind  for  the 
first  time  in  a  decade.  ” 

He  cited  two  factors  as  responsible  for 
the  recent  decline  in  giving  by  United 
Methodists:  (1)  “compassion  fatigue,” 
after  a  long  record  of  top-level 
response;  (2)  confusion  in  the  church 
over  the  rhissional  priority  on  world 
hunger  —  confusion  which  has  resulted  in 
four  different  channels  for  hunger  giving 
and  diffused  funds  which  previously  went 
to  UMCOR. 

A  recurring  problem,  Dr.  Haines 
noted,  is  that  of  ongoing  aid  funds. 
Disasters  tend  to  be  forgotten,  he  said, 
when  they’re  no  longer  front-page  news. 
Yet  every  disaster  requires  long-term 
reconstruction  and  rehabilitation. 

United  Methodists  who  wish  to  send 
gifts  for  relief  may  do  so  in  care  of 
UMCOR,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10027. 
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FT.  FISHER  AFS,  N.C. — SrA  Elton  SaUerwhite  discusses  security  procedures 
with  Chaplain  Cook  during  a  recent  visit  the  chaplain  made  here. 

Total  support  for  the  work  of  the  Division  of  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries 
comes  from  the  World  Communion  offering.  600  chaplains  serve  in  the  armed 
forces,  health-care  institutions,  prisons,  slate  and  federal  agencies  and  industry. 

US  AIR  FORCE  PHOTO 

Today’s  chaplain 
is  circuit  rider,  too 


By  CHUCK  DAVIS 

PETERSBURG,  Va.  -  Circuit 
riding  ministers  of  the  Old  West  found 
life  difficult,  at  best,  and  oftentimes 
hazardous.  Encountering  hostile 
persons,  acquiring  saddle  sores  and 
sleeping  on  sometimes  frozen  ground 
were  all  part  of  carrying  the  Gospel  to 
people  scattered  over  vast  territory. 

Chaplain  (Capt.)  Darrell  L.  Cook, 
radar  site  chaplain  here  at  Ft.  Lee  Air 
Force  Station  has  a  lot  in  common 
with  his  counterparts  of  the  1800s. 

The  ministry  is  relatively  the  same. 
The  United  Methodist  chaplain 
travels  a  lot  (over  1,000  miles  a 
month),  his  congregation  is  scattered 
(three  radar  sites  in  two  states),  and 
rough  weather  sometimes  poses 
problems  during  his  travels, 
although  sleeping  in  a  modern  motel 
room  sure  beats  sleeping  on  frozen 
ground. 

Every  month,  Chaplain  Cook  visits 
members  of  the  20th  Air  Division’s 
632nd,  701st  and  771st  Radar 

Squadrons,  spending  four  days  at 
each  site.  The  radar  sites  are  located 
at  Roanoke  Rapids  AFS,  N.C.,  Ft. 
Fisher  AFS,  N.C.,  and  Cape  Charles 
AFS,  Va. 

“I  thoroughly  enjoy  my  work,”  says 
the  35-year-old  chaplain.  “I  like  the 
style  of  ministry  involved  in  the 
military  and  especially  like  the 
youthful  age  group  of  the  parish.” 

A  typical  week  for  the  Muncie,  Ind., 
native  begins  with  an  early  Monday 
morning  departure  from  Ft.  Lee  AFS 
as  he  drives  250  miles  to  Ft.  Fisher, 


the  radar  site  farthest  from  Ft.  Lee. 

Upon  arrival  at  Ft.  Fisher, 
Chaplain  Cook  makes  a  courtesy  call 
upon  the  commander  and  receives  a 
briefing  on  events  that  have  taken 
place  since  his  last  visit.  Then,  “I  get 
right  out  to  the  work  centers,”  the 
chaplain  commented. 

“I  try  to  see  all  the  people  on  each* 
site,  checking  on  their  welfare  and 
keeping  an  eye  out  for  any  morale 
changes  since  my  last  visit,”  he  said. 
He  is  highly  visible  at  each  site, 
visiting  various  shops,  conducting 
meetings  in  recreation  centers,  dining 
halls  and,  of  course,  the  chanel 

“I’m  on  the  site  early  the  following 
morning,”  he  relates,  “for  another 
full  day  of  meetings  with  site 
personnel,  members  of  the  parish 
council  and  local  auxiliary 
chaplains.”  The  chaplain  has  high 
praise  for  council  members.  “They 
are  extremely  helpful;  in  fact,  they 
are  the  religious  programs  at  the 
various  locations,”  he  says. 

On  the  fourth  morning,  it’s  time  to 
wrap  up  minor  details. 

It  took  circuit  riders  of  the  1800s 
several  days  to  spread  the  gospel  to  a 
few.  However,  this  modern  pastor  can 
cover  more  ground  and  speak  to  more 
people  in  one  day  than  his 
predecessors  ever  dreamed  possible 
CB  friends  warn  of  any  hostile 
persons  and  saddle  sores  are  no 
longer  a  problem. 

Staff  Sergeant  Davis  is  a  military 
journalist  currently  stationed  at  Ft. 
Lee  Air  Force  Station. 


But  UM  interest  seen  waning 

Global  food  problems  still  critical 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

EULESS,  Tex.  —  Global  hunger  of 
catastrophic  proportions  made  headlines 
four  years  ago.  United  Methodists 
responded  by  making  world  hunger  a  top 
priority,  but  today  interest  appears  to  be 
waning  and  the  will  to  get  at  “root 
causes”  has  yet  to  emerge. 

That  is  the  mid-quadrennial  prognosis 
of  the  missional  priority  on  world  hunger 
delivered  here  to  the  denomination’s 
coordinating  committee  and  to  the 
hunger  taskforces  of  the  Central  and 
North  Texas  conferences,  by  Doreen 
Tilghman,  staff  coordinator. 

“Many  United  Methodists  are 
responding  but  not  in  significant 
numbers,”  she  reported.  Through  July  of 
1978  $1.3  million  has  been  received 
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insertion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 
Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion. 


CAMBRIDGE  BOOK  FINDERS  are  effective  finders 
of  out-of-print  books  and  magazines.  Any  new  book 
ordered  at  10-20  percent  discount.  State  your  book 
needs  to  us  at  42  Sea  Beach,  Stamford,  Conn.  06902. 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  God  Loves  You” 
or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,'  I6t.  100,  $15.00;  bronze 
cross,  $1.50;  poems,  "Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  2c.  Plus 
postage.  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh.  N.C. 
27609. 


CREEKFRONT  HOUSE  WITH  BOAT  1..„ 

bedrooms,  den,  completely  furnished;  nice.  $150 
week,  $500  month.  Sindahl  Evans.  1313  Driftwood 
Drive,  N.  Ft.  Myers,  Fla.  33903.  Collect  <  813  )  995- 


FOR  SALE:  Church  pews  (8)  22'9”  long.  Very  good 
shape.  Make  reasonable  offer.  Epworth  United 
Methodist  Church,  Chickasha,  Okla.  Phone  1 405  )  224- 
3320. 


CARPETING  —  425  square  yards.  Good  to  excellent 
condition.  $2.00  yard  including  padding.  Wichita 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  Phone 
(817)  531-1001,  534-0147  or  536^607. 


SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION  Urban  Ministry 
Journal  special  issue  on  "The  Church  in 
Transitional  Community"  $5.00.  A  threshold 
document!  Order  from:  SUM,  50  E.  Las  Olas  Blvd. 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.  33301. 


HOLY  LAND  TOUR.  October  30-November  10,  Led 
by  Methodist  pastors.  $1017.  Philadelphia  or  New 
York  departure.  Write  David  Frame,  7912  Burholme 
Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  19111. 


CHURCH  PEWS  FOR  SALE  -  Ten  to  twenty-six  foot 
lengths,  all  wood,  S&K  Manufacturer,  pew  cushioris, 
excellent  condition.  (214  )  321-2601  or  (214  )  341-3326. 


through  the  apportioned  and  Advance 
giving  channels;  the  annual  goal  is  $5 
million. 

Ms.  Tilghman  said  recent  reports  that 
global  food  production  is  up  may  be  a 
factor  in  the  response.  But,  she  said,  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  World  Food 
Council  report  indicates  that  global  food 
problems  are  much  the  same.  The 
increases  have  not  resulted  from  any 
changes  in  governmental  policies  but 
from  improved  weather.  Consequently, 
increases  have  not  benefited  the 
hungriest  people;  the  impact  on  children 
remains  unchanged  with  one-third  of  the 
world’s  children  dying  before  the  age  of 
five  from  malnutrition;  resources  avail¬ 
able  either  internationally  or  internally 
have  not  grown;  negotiations  for  changes 
in  international  trade  have  not  been 
started. 

“What  hope  is  there  for  the  developing 
countries  when  there  is  still  no  hope  for 
their  children?  ’  ’  she  asked. 

She  said  the  world  seems  to  be  falling 
back  on  the  ‘traditional'  type  responses— 
sending  food  for  direct  feeding  programs 
and  clothing  —  instead  of  tackling  basic 
causes  of  hunger. 

‘Traditional’  has  shortcomings 

One  of  the  main  problems  with  limiting 
a  hunger  response  to  the  ‘traditional’ 
patterns  was  pointed  out  by  the  Rev. 
Ulysses  Torress,  a  Chilean  now  of 
Uncasville,  Conn. 

Mr.  Torres  said  he  is  not  ready  to  say 
this  aid  is  all  bad  but  “the  problem 
comes  when  we  then  expect  Third  World 
people  to  be  content.  That  approach  only 
makes  things  easier  for  Latin  American 
dictators  because  the  people  are  less 
restless.  He  said  President  Duvalier  of 
Haiti  is  “very  pleased  so  many  churches 
are  working  in  Haiti,  but  not  a  thing  is 
changing  in  the  way  the  government  is 
operated." 

Speaking  from  his  Latin  American 
experience  he  asked  that  the  church  keep 
several  things  in  mind:  (1)  “Our 
economies  are  dependent  on  richer 
countries;  we  are  forced  to  be  dependent 
as  we  are  forced  to  sell  our  natural 
resources  cheaply  in  order  to  buy 
manufactured  goods.”  (2)  “We  live 
socially  in  the  midst  of  misery  where 
frequently  five  percent  of  the  people 
control  the  economy  and  the  others  have 


‘Irritant’  role  backed 

Women ’s  advocates  face  budget  cutbacks 


very 


no  control  or  ownership.  This  creates 
social  tension.”  (3)  “Politically,  almost 
all  Central  and  South  America  is 
dominated  by  militarism— a 
negative,  fascist  oriented  military.’ 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  here  last 
week  was  to  size  up  the  state  of  the 
hunger  priority  across  the  church  and 
examine  possible  directions  for  the 
future,  according  to  planner  Charles  Cole 
of  the  coordinating  committee. 

Priority  hasn’t  penetrated 

On  the  state  of  the  priority,  several 
common  evaluations  came  to  the 
forefront: 

•  The  missional  priority  as  yet  has  not 
penetrated  most  local  churches; 

•  The  call  for  changes  in  lifestyle  has 
been  overlooked  because  of  the 
absorption  with  raising  money; 

•  United  Methodists  appear  to  be 
uninformed  about  how  to  use  the  political 
process  to  change  public  policy, 
apathetic  and  pessimistic  about  what 
they  can  do  anyway ; 

•  Members  need  to  hear  some  success 
stories  about  what  is  being  accomplish¬ 
ed. 

Reports  from  the  small  discussion 
groups  here  repeated  the  need  for  the 
priority  to  be  continued  saying  they 
believe  it  is  important  and  the  machinery 
is  now  in  place  to  make  it  work. 

Life  style  assessment  was  seen  as  a 
growing  interest  in  the  church  although 
there  is  also  a  large  amount  of  defensive¬ 
ness  about  life  style  issues. 

Tom  Van  Loon,  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  coordinator  for  the  lifestyle 
emphasis,  said  "as  a  church  we  seem  to 
do  better  at  charity  than  at  change.  We 
have  managed  to  conceptualize  hunger 
as  something  only  affecting  ‘other’ 
people  and  not  ourselves.” 

He  said  that  because  lifestyle  issues 
are  both  personal  and  social,  the  church 
needs  a  ‘binocular’  approach  —  to  see  the 
big  picture  and  what  that  means  in 
personal  terms. 

A  series  of  18  “Covenant  Groups  for 
Life-Style  Assessment”  workshops  are 
now  in  progress  across  the  nation. 
Supported  in  part  by  World  Hunger 
funds,  the  workshops  are  bringing 
together  groups  of  25  persons  to  relate 
life  style  to  the  needs  of  a  hungry  world. 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

ERLANGER,  Ky.  —  To  be  an  advocate 
"an  irritant”  —  for  women’s  issues  in  the 
church  is  sometimes  a  lonely  job.  But  it 
is  a  task  we  must  continue  to  do,  Nancy 
Grissom  Self  told  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  (CSRW)  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  a  moving  report  to  the  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  51-member  commission 
here  Sept.  20-24,  Ms.  Self,  one  of  the  three 
CRSW  executives,  urged  a  continuing 
effort  by  the  commission  on  behalf  of 
women  in  the  church. 

Ms.  Self  quoted  the  story  Jesus  told  of 
the  judge  who  was  bothered  by  the 
constant  pleas  of  a  widow  (Luke  18:1-8). 
The  judge  gave  in  because  of  her 
persistency,  she  said.  “We  stand  in  a 
long  tradition  of  women  who  never  saw 
the  completion  of  their  efforts  —  Susan 
B.  Anthony  never  got  to  vote  and  Harriet 
Tubman  never  saw  all  the  restrictions 
lifted  on  her  race  ” 

She  reported  that  in  the  more  than  20 
annual  conferences  where  she  has 
worked  in  the  last  few  years  she  had 
heard  women  asking  for  “justice,  not 
mercy,” 

“The  Syro-Phoenician  woman  broke 
through  the  guard  of  disciples  and  got  to 
Jesus  (Matt.  15:21-28),  Ms.  Self  said. 
“Then  the  woman  contended  with  Jesus 
—  and  prevailed.  Who  are  we  to  do  less?  ” 
She  said  a  prominent  UM  leader 
recently  wrote  in  a  national  religious 
magazine  that  there  is  “no  question  but 
that  the  UMC  will  have  women  bishops. 
The  question  is :  how  soon? '  ’ 

Then  she  concluded:  “I  may  not  see  it 
but  some  of  you  will .  ’  ’ 

Budget  revised 

Commission  members  revised  the  1979 
budget  downward  when  they  realized 
anticipated  income  would  fall  some 
$18,000  short  of  planned  program 
expenditures.  Hardest  hit  was  the  Third 
World  Women’s  task  force  which  had  to 
drop  a  slide  production  aimed  to 
“sensitize”  the  general  church  to  the 
“unique  cultures,  problems  and 
contributions  of  Third  World  women. " 
Budget  cutbacks  also  dropped  the 
number  of  times  the  commission’s  news¬ 
letter,  The  Flyer,  will  be  published  from 
10  to  nine  for  next  year. 

A  "three-track”  task  force  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  re-examine  the  commission's 
personnel,  operations  and  the  commis¬ 
sion  "model." 

Commends  agencies 
In  a  business  session  the  commission 
voted  to  commend  two  UM  agencies  for 
their  actions  in  support  of  the  boycott  of 
J.  P.  Stevens  products:  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  The  commission  made  the 
commendation  out  of  its  concern  with 
eliminating  sexism,  racism  and  classism 
wherever  they  occur,”  the  proposal  read. 

(The  J.  P.  Stevens  Co.,  second  largest 
manufacturer  in  the  textile  industry,  has 
aroused  a  number  of  denominational 
groups  in  a  controversy  over 
unionization  of  workers  in  85  plants 
located  primarily  in  the  South.) 

The  resolution  also  singled  out  for 
commendation  annual  conferences 
which  have  taken  action  supporting  the 
boycott  of  Nestle  products.  The 
conferences  named  were  West  Virginia, 
New  York,  Northern  Illinois,  Central 
Illinois  and  Iowa.  The  resolution  stated 
the  action  was  taken  because  of  CSRW’s 
"concern  for  the  welfare  of  women  and 
children  throughout  the  world.” 

(Nestle  Co.  has  come  under  fire  from 
several  church  groups  for  its  campaign 


in  Third  World  countries  discouraging 
mothers  from  breast  feeding  their 
infants  in  favor  of  buying  Nestle’s 
powdered  milk.  Church  agencies  claim 
the  women  do  not  know  how  to  use  the 
Nestle  formula  properly  resulting  in  a 
high  rate  of  infant  malnutrition  and 
death.) 

Regional  training  announced 

Women’s  issues  at  1979  annual 
conferences,  the  1980  General 
Conference  and  in  the  1981-84 
quadrennium  will  be  the  focus  for  about 
300  persons  at  three  regional  training 
events  early  next  year,  according  to 
commission  staff. 

Ms.  Self  announced  the  schedule  for 
the  events:  Jan.  19-21,  Nashville;  Feb. 
2-4,  Denver;  and  Feb.  16-18,  Washington. 
D.C.  The  events  are  co-sponsored  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 


Ministries  and  the  general  commission. 

Four  objectives  for  the  regional 
training  events,  she  said,  include: 

(1)  “To  discover,  experience  and 
articulate  biblical,  theological 
perspectives  for  engaging  contemporary 
issues  confronting  the  church.”  (2)  “To 
practice  skills  for  effective  participation 
in  the  decision-making  processes  of  the 
church.”  (3)  “To  identify  and  discuss 
issues  of  concern  to  General  Conference 
delegates,”  and  (4)  “To  acknowledge, 
affirm  and  share  individual  and 
corporate  gifts  and  responsibilities 
toward  the  fulfillment  of  God’s  purposes 
in  the  world.” 

Carolyn  Oehler,  Elgin,  Ill.,  was  elected 
president  to  replace  Barbara  Thompson, 
Baltimore,  CR5W  president  since  1973, 
who  resigned. 


Splitting  churches 
said  evidence  of  crisis 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

ERLANGER,  Ky.  —  “Flaking  off”  of 
members  —  large  sections  of 
congregations  splitting  to  form  new 
churches  —  is  evidence  of  the 
institutional  crisis  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  according  to  the  founder  of 
the  “Good  News”  evangelical  caucus. 

“The  church  has  always  had  individual 
members  leaving,”  the  Rev.  Charles 
Keysor,  Wilmore,  Ky.,  told  convenors  of 
“Good  News"  Renewal  Groups  here 
Sept.  21-22.  "But  I  am  alarmed  at  the 
number  of  congregations  recently  split¬ 
ting  to  leave  the  denomination.  It’s  hap¬ 
pening  in  Delaware,  North  Carolina, 
Colorado,  Nebraska,  Texas  and  two  in 
Florida.” 

Dr.  Keysor  also  cited  the  re¬ 
appointment  of  a  homosexual  pastor  in 
the  New  York  conference,  the  church 
wide  mission  study  on  China  which  he 
said  uses  a  book  favoring  a  Marxist 
position  and  the  recent  grant  to  the 
Patriotic  Front  in  Zimbabwe  by  a  World 
Council  of  Churches’  section  among 
further  evidence  of  the  "deepening 
crisis.” 

Dr.  Keysor,  who  founded  the  UM 
evangelical  caucus  known  as  “Good 
News”  in  1966  and  now  edits  the  "Good 
News”  magazine,  spoke  to  26  lay  and 
clergy  from  11  states  who  convene 
renewal  groups  of  the  caucus  in  annual 
conferences.  The  Rev.  Robert  Sprinkle, 
chief  political  strategist  for  "Good 
News”  and  director  of  outreach 
ministries  for  the  St.  Petersburg  (Fla.) 
District  of  the  UMC,  discussed  strategies 
aimed  at  influencing  legislation  for  the 
1980  General  Conference. 

Turning  to  steps  renewal  groups  could 
take  to  strengthen  the  church  and  move 
out  of  the  crisis,  Dr.  Keysor  included 
among  others:  ministering  to  seminary 
students  from  their  conferences;  holding 
youth  rallies,  camps  and  programs; 
planning  spiritual  life  retreats;  starting 
a  conference  wide  prayer  chain;  and 
communicating  openly  and  regularly 
with  the  bishop  and  his  cabinet. 

Dr.  Keysor  listed  characteristics  he 
believed  should  mark  a  "Good  News” 
renewal  group.  Heading  the  list  was  lay 
leadership.  “A  renewal  group  dominated 
by  clergy  is  a  sign  of  weakness,”  he  said. 

Another  characteristic  is  “to  offer 
people  what  the  regular  church  doesn’t. 
‘Good  News’  came  into  existence 
because  there  was  a  vacuum  in  the 


People  in  the  news . 

Congratulations, -Mrs.  Nute 

I 


Being  a  feature 
attraction  in  a 
parade  through 
Napoleonville, 

La.,  was  only  one 
highlight  of  a  big 
day  recently  for 
100-year-old  Clara 
Exnouch,  affec¬ 
tionately  known 
as  “Mrs.  Nute 
Nute.”  The  for¬ 
mer  church  sec¬ 
retary  was  also 
honored  for  75 
years’  service  to 
Wesley  United  Clara  Exnouch 
Methodist  Church,  where  she  has 
served  as  clan  leader,  president  of 
Stewards,  choir  member  and  been  ac¬ 
tive  with  the  “Busy  Bees”  auxiliary. 
The  “Bees”  celebrated  Mrs. 
Exnouch’s  lifetime  of  service  with  a 
special  program,  a  plaque  and  a 
reception.  Then  came  the  parade 
through  Napoleonville  and  nearby 
towns.  Mrs.  Exnouch  has  lived  at  her 
present  residence,  built  by  her 
parents,  for  more  than  75  years. 

Trimming  the  fat  for  Folts 

When  it  comes  to  putting  money 
where  your  mouth  is,  the  Rev. 
Douglas  Knopp  may  be  an  expert.  To 
boost  "Fats  for  Folts,”  a  month-long 
campaign  to  raise  money  for  Folts 
Home  in  the  Western  New  York 
Conference,  Mr.  Knopp  challenged  his 
congregation  at  Hilton  UMC  to 
“sponsor”  his  diet.  He  asked 
members  to  pledge  money  at  any  rate 
for  every  pound  he  removed  during 
the  month.  Each  Sunday,  Mr.  Knopp 
reported  his  progress,  after  a 
weighing-in  by  a  TOPS  (Take  Off 
Pounds  Sensibly)  organization  which 


meets  at  the  church.  When  the  final 
reporting  day  came,  Mr.  Knopp  was 
23  pounds  lighter  —  and  the  Folts 
Home  was  $1,132.00  richer. 

Had  the  rapture  come? 

There  were  a  few  bad  moments 
recently  for  the  members  of  "Good 
News,”  an  organization  of  evangelical 
United  Methodists,  according  to  the 
editor  of  their  magazine,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Keysor.  When  Mr.  Keysor 
telephoned  TM/UMR  in  the  midst  of 
the  newspaper's  move  to  new 
quarters,  he  received  no  answer.  The 
following  day  he  reached  Associate 
Editor  Bud  Herron  and  began  the 
conversation  with  this  quip:  “Whew! 
We  were  worried.  We  thought  the 
rapture  had  come  and  you  all  had 
been  taken  and  we  had  been  left 
behind !  ’  ’ 

Short-lived  prophet 

Forrest  Toney,  a  self-styled 
prophet,  is  back  on  his  job  in  a 
warehouse  after  a  short-lived  career 
in  prophecy.  Mr.  Toney,  a  member  of 
the  Reorganized  Church  of  Latter  Day 
Saints,  has  been  warning  area 
residents  of  the  impending 
destruction  of  Kansas  City  since  last 
spring  through  a  series  of  ads  in  the 
Kansas  City  Times.  He  claimed  he 
had  received  a  revelation  from  God  to 
repent  of  his  sins  and  to  then  preach 
repentance.  In  his  last  ad  in  early 
September,  as  a  final  warning  that  the 
Kansas  City  area  will  soon  be  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire,  Mr.  Toney  proclaimed, 
“So  this  city  might  receive  a  witness 
of  God,  I  have  asked  for  a  mighty 
wind  to  destroy  the  RLDS  Auditorium 
on  September  12  at  7  p.m.”  September 
12  was  a  calm,  pleasant  day.  The 
auditorium  still  stands.  "It’s  just  as 
well,”  Mr.  Toney  shrugged.  “If  it  had 
happened.  I’d  have  probably  gotten 
the  big  head.” 


church  and  we  filled  it.  Meet  unmet 
needs.  Don't  duplicate  what's  already 
being  done,”  he  said. 

Understand  the  “reality  and 
inevitability  of  conflict  in  a  fallen  world 
and  don’t  fear  it,”  the  editor  counselled. 
"Some  people  will  not  like  us.  But  there 
will  always  be  differences  in  the  church 
as  there  was  even  among  Jesus' 
disciples.  The  Holy  Spirit  has  given  us  a 
boldness  to  stand  tall  and  not  be 
apologetic.” 

Dr.  Sprinkle  also  argued  for  the  active 
involvement  of  evangelicals  in  the 
political  process  and  then  explained  how 
United  Methodists  pass  legislation  at 
General  Conference.  He  presented  a 
"shopping  list”  of  issues  he  urged  local 
renewal  groups  to  draft  petitions  on  to 
send  to  the  1980  General  Conference. 

Among  those  issues  were: 
(1)  changing  the  wording  in  the 
“Discipline”  from  “shall"  use  UM 
curriculum  to  “may”  so  a  church  can 
choose  non-UM  church  school  material  if 
it  desires;  (2)  defining  the  “core"  of  the 
doctrinal  statement  in  the  "Discipline”; 
(3)  breaking  the  “brokerage  monopoly” 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  now  has 
on  all  priorities,  personnel  and  funds 
related  to  missions  which  pass  beyond 
the  annual  conference;  (4)  allowing 
other  missionary  societies  within  the 
UMC  to  exist  other  than  the  one  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  (5)  deciding  what  is 
essential  —  “what  must  be  paid”  —  in 
financial  apportionments  and  what  is 
secondary;  and  (6)  clarifying  the 
homosexual  matter  related  to  ordained 
ministry. 

The  meeting  was  the  first  for  annual 
conference  leaders  of  “Good  News” 
renewal  groups  to  discuss  ways  to 
develop  stronger  caucuses,  said  Morris 
L.  Stevens,  convenor  of  the  Kansas  East 
renewal  group  and  chairperson  of  the 
“Good  News”  task  force  on  renewal 
groups.  Approximately  50  renewal 
groups  exist,  he  said. 

Ad  hoc  group 
wants  more 
accountability 

DALLAS  (TM/UMR)  —  An  ad  hoc 
group  of  more  than  30  United  Methodist 
pastors  and  laypersons  from  14  states 
met  here  recently  to  study,  draft  and 
propose  legislation  to  the  1980  General 
Conference  that  would  affect  the 
structure  of  the  church  and  its  bishops. 

Sources  told  TM/UMR  the  goals  of  the 
intended  proposals  are:  (l)  to  bring 
about  greater  accountability  of  the 
general  boards  and  agencies  to  the  rest 
of  the  church,  and  (2)  to  restore  to  the 
church’s  bishops  greater  responsibility 
and  accountability  in  their  role  as 
"general  superintendents.”  “Curbing 
the  power  of  bishops  has  gone  much  too 
far, ”  according  to  one  source. 

The  group  is  using  a  paper  drafted  by 
UM  theologian  Albert  C.  Outler  titled 
"Accountability  and  Amenability  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  —  A  Con¬ 
stitutional  Crisis,”  as  a  basis  for  study 
More  detailed  information  and  specific 
proposals  will  be  available  after  the 
group  meets  again  in  November,  the 
source  indicated. 
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Council  wants  ‘voice  for  women’ 

Group  formed  to  protest  Women’s  Division  ‘ repression 9 


Welcome  home,  preacher’s  kid! 

ELMORE.  Minn.  —  To  welcome  home  town  ••son”  Vice-president  Walter  Mondale 
Sept.  9.  the  Rev.  Jerald  Barnhart  adjusts  the  lettering  on  the  United  Methodist  Church 
outdoor  sign  to  read:  “P.K.s  are  O.K.,  You  too  Fritz!"  The  "P.K.”  (preacher’s  kid) 
refers  to  the  fact  that  his  father  served  the  church  from  June  ’37  to  Oct.  ’47.  Fritz  was 
confirmed  in  the  church  in  1941. 
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By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  A  new  group  that  says  it 
wants  to  alert  United  Methodist  Women 
(UMW)  “to  think  and  not  to  just  accept 
everything  handed  down  to  them  from 
the  Women’s  Division’’  announced  its 
formation  here  last  week. 

One  “overwhelming  concern”  is 
credited  with  having  brought  the  United 
Methodist  Esther  Action  Council  into 
being,  spokespersons  say:  repression  of 
diverse  viewpoints  and  of  open 
expression  within  the  UMW. 

Describing  itself  as  a  “consciousness- 
raising  group  of  average  United 
Methodist  women,’’  the  neophyte 
organization  issued  a  preliminary 
position  paper  and  is  contemplating 
formal  organization  for  the  25-member- 
group. 

The  name,  Esther  Action  Council, 
according  to  the  paper,  is  in  the  spirit  of 
the  biblical  Esther’s  successful  effort  to 
save  her  people  by  speaking  out  before 


At  Pacific  Homes  hearing 


UMC  lawyers  refuse  to  appear 


SAN  DIEGO  (UMC) -Lawyers  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  standing  on 
what  they  believe  to  be  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  constitutional  rights,  declined  to 
appear  in  a  federal  district  court  here 
Sept.  13  in  a  class  action  lawsuit  growing 
out  of  the  Pacific  Homes  bankruptcy. 

The  suit,  filed  by  seven  persons  who 
purchased  bonds  issued  by  the  Pacific 
Methodist  Investment  Trust,  claim  fraud 
and  violation  of  federal  security  laws  in 
the  sale  of  some  $5  million  worth  of  bonds 
between  1973  and  1975. 

Samuel  W.  Witwer  Sr.,  chief  counsel 
for  the  denomination  in  the  numerous 
suits  related  to  the  homes’  financial 
troubles,  said  the  move  was  “not  an  act 
of  defiance’’  on  the  part  of  the  church. 
“We  either  had  to  stand  firm  or  in  effect 
have  the  policy  of  United  Methodism  re¬ 
written  by  a  court,’’  Mr.  Witwer  said. 

Federal  District  Judge  Edward  J. 
Schwartz  on  Aug.  14  refused  to  dismiss 
the  United  Methodist  Church  from  the 
suit,  ruling  that  it  is  a  “jural  entity” 
capable  of  suing  and  being  sued.  Earlier, 
a  California  state  judge  had  dismissed 
the  denomination  from  another  class 
action  suit  on  the  grounds  it  was  not 
suable. 

The  move  means  the  denomination 
now  is  considered  to  be  in  default  in  the 
case  and  cannot  participate  in  any  future 
trial  dealing  with  liability.  If  a  trial  is 
held  and  a  judgment  of  liability  returned 
against  the  church,  it  could  contest  any 
assessment  of  damages. 

After  Judge  Schwartz  handed  down  his 
decision,  the  church  asked  for  a  stay  of 
the  court  appearance  ordered  for  Sept.  13 


pending  its  request  for  a  writ  of 
mandamus  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  sending  Judge  Schwartz’s  decision  to 
an  appeals  court.  The  request  for  a  stay 
was  rejected  Sept.  12  by  the  U.  S.  district 
appeals  court. 

Mr.  Witwer  said  the  church  will 
continue  to  seek  the  writ  of  mandamus 
which  he  believes  raises  “gravely  im¬ 
portant  jurisdictional  and  First  Amend¬ 
ment  and  due  process  issues  concerning 
the  suability  of  worldwide  religious  sys¬ 
tems,  which  .  .  .  never  before  have  been 
confronted  by  the  courts  of  this 
nation  .  .  .” 

NCC  files  as  ‘friend’ 

In  another  development,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  received  permission 
here  Sept.  13  from  a  California  Court  of 
Appeals  to  appear  as  a  “friend  of  the 
court"  in  a  multi-million  dollar  class 
action  suit  against  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
denomination  was  dismissed  from  the 
$266  million  class  action  suit  by  a  state 
lower  court  judge  but  that  decision  has 
been  appealed  by  the  residents  bringing 
the  suit.  The  NCC  was  given  until  Oct.  27 
to  appear  in  support  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  position. 

In  its  request  to  appear  “amicus 
curiae”  in  the  case,  the  NCC  said  it 
desired  to  address  the  court  concerning 
“the  impact  on  the  free  exercise  of 
religion  by  other  denominations  and  the 
Christian  church  as  a  whole  if  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  held  to  be  a  jural 
entity  capable  of  being  sued  contrary  to 


Christians  challenged 
to  ‘venture  of  faith’ 


GRAYMOOR,  N  Y.  (RNS)  —  A  new 
“venture  of  faith”  in  interreligious 
relationships  will  be  required  of 

Retirement  case 
still  in  limbo 

DENVER  —  The  October  docket  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Judicial 
Council  includes  the  question  of  whether 
a  bishop  can  be  forced  to  retire  before  the 
age  of  70.  But  the  case  may  not  be 
considered  by  the  church’s  “supreme 
court"  meeting  here  because  it  hasn’t 
been  officially  asked  to  consider  it. 

Tom  Matheny,  Hammond,  La., 
president  of  the  council,  told  TM/UMR 
the  issue  is  on  the  docket  and  can  be 
considered,  but  not  unless  an  official 
request  is  received.  The  retirement  issue 
was  placed  in  the  docket  because  the 
council  was  informally  apprised  that  the 
question  was  to  be  introduced  by  either 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  or  the  Council  of  Bishops. 
To  date,  no  such  request  has  been 
submitted  to  the  council,  he  said. 

Another  crse  of  widespread  interest 
which  will  receive  a  ruling  is  whether  the 
requirement  is  constitutional  that 
requires  representation  on  annual 
conference  and  general  church  agencies 
be  one-third  laywoman,  one-third 
laymen  and  one-third  clergy. 

The  nine-member  council  meets  here 
Oct.  25-28. 

Under  church  law,  bishops  do  not 
retire  at  a  certain  point  in  age  but  at 
jurisdictional  conference  held  every  four 
years,  during  an  age  span  related  to 
those  meetings.  They  must  retire  at  the 
conference  preceding  their  70th 
birthday,  thus  affecting  some  bishops  at 
age  66. 

Federal  law  recently  raised  the 
mandatory  retirement  age  for  most 
Americans  from  65  to  70  years,  which  is 
already  the  limit  set  by  the  church  for 
pastors.  Many  lay  employees  and  board 
staffs  have  lower  limits,  frequently  68 
years. 

However,  it  is  the  bishops'  flexible 
status  which  is  being  called  into  question. 
There  are  16  bishops  now  scheduled  to 
retire  in  1980.  eight  of  whom  could  be 
affected  if  the  council  considers  the 
issue.  The  other  eight  will  already  be  70 
by  that  time. 

On  the  "three-thirds"  division  of 
general  and  annual  conference  church 
boards,  adopted  in  1976,  the  General 
Conference  asked  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  to  re-evaluate  this  practice  of 
“fixed  quotas.”  and  GCOM  in  turn  asked 
for  the  judicial  ruling. 


Christians  in  the  immediate  future  to 
meet  the  global  human  crisis  and  the 
growth  of  diverse  religious  movements, 
according  to  a  leading  ecumenist. 

“The  present  needs  of  human  society 
are  of  such  staggering  dimensions  that 
Christians  by  themselves  cannot  meet 
them  effectively,”  said  Dr.  Robert  L. 
Tumipseed,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“Christians  are  not  alone  in  their 
desire  for  a  just,  participatory,  and 
sustainable  society,”  he  said  in  an 
editorial  in  the  September  issue  of 
Ecumenical  Trends,  published  here  by 
the  Graymoor  Ecumenical  Institute. 

“We  have  been  placed  in  a  new 
historical  situation  which  requires  new 
responses  from  the  Christian  churches,” 
Dr.  Turnipseed  said. 

“Since  any  final  shaping  of  human 
society  will  include  persons  of  other 
faiths  and  must  reflect  their  values, 
should  we  not  now  begin  to  develop 
cooperative  and  interreligious  efforts?  Is 
not  one  of  our  important  tasks  to  remove 
the  blocks  to  effective  cooperation,  one  of 
which  may  be  the  way  in  which  religions 
have  related  to  one  another  in  the  past?” 

Dr.  Turnipseed  said  there  is  growing 
pressure  to  improve  interreligious 
relations  not  only  with  Judaism,  but 
other  non-Christian  faiths  including 
Islam,  American  Indian  religions, 
Buddhism,  Hinduism  and  the  rapidly 
increasing  “new  religions. “ 

“I  am  not  suggesting  that  we 
amalgamate  all  faiths  into  one  religion  — 
we  are  not  interested  in  syncretism  ...  I 
am  not  depreciating  Christian 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
mission. 

“I  am  suggesting  that  Christians  are 
increasingly  called  to  live  in  community 
with  persons  of  other  faiths;  that  our 
traditional  ways  of  relating  to  them  are 
no  longer  adequate;  that  it  is  possible  to 
be  deeply  committed  to  Christ  and  to 
Christian  mission,  and  still  be  open  to  the 
truth  in  other  faiths  as  well  as  loving  and 
neighborly  toward  their  adherents ;  that 
if  we  are  to  discover  what  God  is  giving 
us  and  requiring  of  us  in  this  new 
situation,  we  must  act  together  with  our 
neighbors  who  follow  other  spiritual 
paths.” 

Dr.  Turnipseed  said  creative  response 
to  this  new  religiously  pluralistic 
situation  will  require  structures  enabling 
interreligious  contacts.  mutual 
interaction  and  cooperation,  financial 
support,  an  “openness  and  willingness  to 
venture  forth  into  the  frontiers  and 
borders  of  the  Christian  faith.” 


its  own  view  of  its  organization  as  a 
church.” 

The  NCC  is  a  cooperative  agency  of  33 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  religious  bodies 
with  an  aggregate  membership  of  42 
million  throughout  the  U.S. 

Samuel  W.  Witwer  Sr.,  said  he 
considered  it  to  be  exceedingly 
significant  that  the  NCC,  representing  as 
it  does  most  of  the  major  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  religious  bodies  in  the  U.S., 
would  see  fit  to  seek  to  appear  as  a 
“friend  of  the  court”  in  the  case  because 
of  its  potential  effect  on  religious 
freedom. 

Attorneys  for  the  denomination  have 
argued  throughout  the  court  proceedings 
the  denomination  as  a  whole  is  not  a  jural 
entity  capable  of  suing  or  being  sued, 
although  individual  units  are  such 
entities.  They  argue  further  that  to  hold 
the  entire  denomination  responsible  for 
actions  of  a  component  part  such  as  an 
annual  conference  is  contrary  to  the 
“Book  of  Discipline’’  and  an 
unconstitutional  rewriting  of  church  law. 

In  dismissing  the  denomination  from 
the  suit,  Judge  Tharp  said  any  other 
ruling  would  “effectively  destroy 
Methodism  in  this  country,  and  would 
have  a  chilling  effect  on  all  churches  and 
religious  movements  by  inhibiting  the 
free  association  of  persons  of  similar 
religious  beliefs.” 

“If  all  members  of  a  particular  faith 
were  to  be  held  personally  liable  for  the 
transgressions  of  their  fellow 
churchmen,  church  pews  soon  be  empty 
and  the  pulpits  of  America  silent,”  the 
judge  continued. 

Although  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  a  denomination  was  dismissed  from 
the  class  action  suit  by  Judge  Ross  G. 
Tharp,  the  church’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  was 
retained  as  a  defendant  in  the  case  and 
that  part  of  the  ruling  is  being  appealed 
by  GCFA. 

Rhodesian  grant 
said  political 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  most 
controversial  aspect  of  the  $85,000  grant 
by  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Program  to  Combat  Racism  (PCR)  to 
the  Patriotic  Front  of  Zimbabwe  is  the 
political  judgment  that  the  internal 
settlement  has  failed. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  the  Rev.  Brian 
Duckworth,  a  British  Methodist  minister 
who  is  assistant  general  secretary  for 
international  affairs  of  the  British 
Council  of  Churches.  Mr.  Duckworth  has 
been  in  the  United  States  attending 
consultations  and  was  asked  for  his 
reaction  to  the  recent  action. 

“The  political  judgment  that  the 
internal  agreement  has  not  only  failed 
but  would  never  have  achieved  an 
effective  and  immediate  transfer  of 
power  is  the  most  controversial  aspect  of 
the  grant,”  he  said. 

“It  may  well  be  a  recognition  of  the 
reality  of  the  situation  but  to  attach  it  to 
the  statement  about  the  gran!  has  made 
the  decision  even  more  difficult  to 
interpret  and  defend  than  it  would  have 
been  anyway.” 

Since  1965  Rhodesia  has  technically 
been  a  breakway  colony  of  Great  Britian 
and  its  fate  has  been  a  long  standing 
concern  of  the  British  Council  of 
Churches.  The  present  situation  in 
Rhodesia,  said  Mr.  Duckworth,  is  the 
product  of  “procrastination,  evasion  and 
wishful  thinking  on  the  part  of  the  white 
minority  which  hoped  it  would  keep 
Rhodesia  ‘a  little  white  island’.”  The 
violence  there  now  is  the  consequence  of 
policies  which  did  not  govern  for  the 
common  good  and  were  irresponsible  to 
the  majority  African  population,  he  said. 

The  Overseas  Division  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Great  Britain  has  made  a 
“token  contribution”  of  2000  British 
pounds  a  year  to  the  Special  Fund  of  the 
Program  to  Combat  Racism  and  each, 
year  the  grant  is  approved  by  the 
Conference,  most  recently  in  July  1978. 
The  PCR  grants  go  to  the  various 
humanitarian  needs  of  the  recipient 
organizations,  including  medicine,  food, 
educational  assistance,  and  other  non¬ 
military  causes. 

Mr.  Duckworth,  who  visited  Rhodesia 
and  South  Africa  for  the  first  time  in  1970, 
said  he  felt  there  is  “no  doubt  at  all"  of 
the  humanitarian  need  in  Rhodesia. 


the  king.  Council  members  say  their 
purpose  in  speaking  out  is  to  “give  a 
voice  to  the  silenced  majority  of  United 
Methodist  women." 

Ruthanne  Garlock,  a  Dallas  freelance 
writer  and  council  member,  said  “the 
time  has  come  for  someone  to  speak  up  in 
disagreement  with  some  of  the  actions  of 
the  Women’s  Division.”  The  73-member 
division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
is  the  policy  making  body  for  the  1.2 
million  member  organization  of  United 
Methodist  Women  (UMW)  in  27,823  local 
units. 

The  position  paper  describing  the 
council’s  “concerns”  cites  objections  to 
the  division’s  position  on  Rhodesia,  to  a 
proposed  Racial  Justice  Charter,  to 
current  uses  of  the  United  Methodist 
Building  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  to  the 
UM  missions  study  materials  on  China. 

Two  500  piece  mailings  funded  by  local 
UMS  have  been  sent  to  conference 
women,  some  division  officers  and  others 
outside  Texas. 

‘One-sidedness’  central  concern 

But  the  central  concern  is  the  alleged 
one-sidedness  of  division  policy  and  the 
systematic  repression  of  members  who 
hold  different  viewpoints.  The  council’s 
complaint  is  that  the  division  is  for 
openness  as  long  as  being  open  means 
agreement  with  their  one-sided  positions. 

Zoe  Ann  Shafer,  A  UMW  Dallas-Denton 
district  president  who  is  now  a  member 
of  the  advisory  board  of  the  action 
council,  told  TM/UMR  she  was  told  by 
conference  and  division  officers  “never 
to  speak  out  in  a  public  meeting 
expressing  opinions  contrary  to  division 
policy.”  She  said  she  does  not  believe  this 
is  democratic  nor  is  it  in  line  with  the 
division’s  oft-repeated  support  of  human 
rights. 

Mrs.  Shafer  said  she  did  not  step  out¬ 
side  of  division  policy  during  her  four- 
year  term  as  president  until  last  summer 
after  another  district  officer  was  forced 
to  resign. 

A  Dallas  Northeast  vice-president, 
LaNeil  Wright,  was  called  on  the  carpet 
last  March  for  having  distributed  several 
copies  of  a  booklet  at  a  district  meeting 
called  “Christian  Be  Watchful."  The 
booklet  was  co-authored  by  two  other 
Dallas  United  Methodist  Women,  Mrs. 
Garlock  and  Vicki  Frierson. 

According  to  Mrs.  Shafer,  Mrs.  Wright 
was  told  by  conference  officers  and 
division  staff  that  she  was  “out-of-line" 
with  the  church’s  Social  Principles  and 
division  policy  on  women  and  children 
and  was  “put  under  intense  pressure.” 
The  next  day  she  resigned. 

Mrs.  Wright  is  a  leader  in  the 
denomination’s  Good  News  movement, 
the  unofficial  evangelical  caucus,  and  in 
the  Eagle  Forum,  an  organization  of 
which  Phyllis  Schlafly  is  the  president/ 
founder.  Mrs.  Wright  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Esther  Action  Council. 


Mrs.  Shafer  wrote  a  letter  of  protest 
regarding  the  treatment  of  Mrs.  Wright 
but  was  denied  access  to  the  names  and 
addresses  of  local  presidents  because  “it 
wasn’t  a  promotional  mailing.” 

Inconsistency  charged 
She  said  it  seemed  grossly  inconsistent 
to  her  that  the  division  could  blacklist  the 
booklet  authored  by  local  United 
Methodists  and  at  the  same  time  have 
dozens  of  copies  of  Chairman  Mao’s 
“Little  Red  Book”  for  sale  last  summer 
at  the  North  Texas  Conference  School  of 
Missions. 

She  and  other  council  members  say 
that  while  the  division  has  control  of  all 
the  avenues  of  communication,  money 
and  policy  development,  the  local  woman 
has  been  left  out  in  the  cold  with  few 
effective  avenues  of  response  available— 
particularly  if  she  holds  opinions  differ¬ 
ing  from  the  official  view. 

There  are  “accepted"  channels  for 
expressing  discontent  and  concern  — 
letters  and  vocal  dialogue  —  but  they  go 
nowhere,  Mrs.  Shafer  charged.  She  said 
letters  are  frequently  ignored  completely 

News  service 
for  church 
to  be  tested 

EVANSTON  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodist  Communications  will  test  the 
water  this  fall  for  a  totally  new  service  to 
assist  local  church  newsletter  editors. 

If  the  response  to  an  introductory 
sample  packet  is  sufficiently  positive, 
the  new  service,  “UMC  NewSource,” 
could  begin  on  a  monthly  basis  in 
January. 

A  predecessor  Parish  Paper  Service 
for  local  church  editors  was  cancelled 
earlier  this  year  by  UMC  because  it  was 
considered  too  costly  and  too  difficult  to 
manage  with  the  large  number  of  options 
offered. 

The  simplified  service  to  be  tested  will 
include  monthly  printed  sheets  of  brief, 
easy-to-read  items  to  help  readers 
understand  the  involvement  of  their  local 
church  in  denomination-wide  programs 
and  benevolences. 

With  the  increasing  availability  of 
high-speed  office  copying  machines, 
local  churches  with  small  memberships 
are  encouraged  to  consider  using  such 
machines  for  their  bulletins  and 
newsletters.  “Small  churches  often  do 
not  have  newsletters  because  of  the 
required  office  time  and  equipment,” 
observed  Paige  Carlin,  UMC  staff 
member  who  chaired  the  task  force  that 
planned  NewSource.  “Now  all  they  need 
is  a  typewriter  and  a  member  or  friend  in 
the  community  who  has  a  copier,  ” 


or  the  writer  is  politely  complimented  for 
“thinking”  and  then  told,  “BUT,  division 
policy  is  such  and  such”. 

She  contends  the  division  has  the 
machinery  for  polling  the  grass  roots  but 
chooses  not  to  do  so.  “They  just  gather 
organizational  statistics  on  the  annual 
computer  card  survey.” 

She  has  concluded  that  the  division  has 
the  power  and  intends  to  keep  it.  The 
division  says  it  wants  to  break  the  power 
of  the  multi-national  corporations  so  that 
the  masses  can  have  some  democratic 
control  of  their  countries.  Yet,  they  have 
the  power  and  they  wouldn’t  drean  or 
dare  to  give  any  of  it  up  to  the  masses  of 
women  in  their  own  organization.  The 
power  is  all  from  the  division  down  —  a 
robot  process”  in  which  the  local  woman 
has1  no  say. 

Spokespersons  for  the  predominantly 
Dallas  based  council  say  they  don’t 
know  what  their  next  move  will  be 
or  if  they  will  seek  nation-wide  support  or 
if  they  will  get  any  response  to  their 
mailings.  “We’re  a  concerned  group  of 
women  who  just  emerged;  we’re  not 
connected  with  anybody  else;  we’re  not 
connected  with  Good  News.  We  want 
United  Methodist  Women  to  stay  in  the 
organization,  become  better  informed 
and  wake  up  to  what  the  UMW  is  really 
all  about.  And  we  don’t  want  them  to  stop 
giving  money  through  church  channels.” 
Mrs.  Shafer  concluded. 

Pastor  wounded, 
secretary  killed 
by  assailant 

AKRON,  Ohio  -  A  United  Methodist 
pastor  here  was  reported  “doing  well” 
following  surgery  for  gunshot  wounds 
after  a  shooting  which  took  the  life  of  a 
church  secretary. 

The  Rev.  Clyde  A.  “Bud”  Cox,  pastor 
of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
Norma  Schoenheit,  secretary,  were 
gunned  down  in  the  church  office. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  Akron 
Beacon  Journal,  Mr.  Cox  was  in  his  study 
when  he  heard  a  disturbance  in  the 
secretary’s  adjoining  office.  He  opened 
the  study  door  and  surprised  a  gunman 
holding  a  gun  on  Mrs.  Schoenheit. 

The  gunman  fired  a  shot  at  Mr.  Cox, 
hitting  one  of  his  arms.  Mrs.  Schoenheit 
screamed.  The  gunman  whirled  and 
fired  again,  striking  her  in  the  chest.  He 
then  fired  again  at  Mr.  Cox,  striking  his 
other  arm,  before  fleeing. 

Mrs.  Schoenheit,  the  mother  of  two 
teenage  sons  and  an  active  youth  worker 
at  the  church,  was  dead  on  arrival  at  the 
hospital. 

A  motive  for  the  shootings  has  not  yet 
been  determined. 


So  COMPACT,  SO  CLEAR, 

SO  INT€GRAT€D 

AS  A  RESULT  OF  YEARS 
OF  SCHOLARSHIP... 
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-Religion  Teachers  Journal 


Abingdon  Bible  Handbook 

Edward  P.  Blair 

This  superb,  classic  reference  book  was  hailed  as 
THE  religious  publishing  event  of  1975,  and  the 


Laymen's  National  Bible  Committee  awarded  Edward  P.  Blair  the  1975 
Citation  of  Appreciation.  The  Abingdon  Bible  Handbook 
enables  its  readers  to  become  their  own  Bible 
interpreters,  and  affords  deeper 
understandings  of  the  scripture,  the 
Holy  Land,  and  the  history  of  the 
Bible.  Dr.  Blair  presents  history  and 
background  information  on  each  Bible 
book,  including  the  Apocrypha.  Learn 
about  The  Bible  Today,  The  Bible  in 
History,  and  The  Bible  in  Faith  and 
Life.  A  beautiful  sixteen-page  color 
section  introduces  you  to  Palestine,  its 
people,  and  its  sacred  treasures. 

$15.95 

THE  ABINGDON  BIBLE  HANDBOOK 

is  .  .  . 

“A  pedagogical  model  for  the  pastor  and 
church  educator  who  try  to  be  serious 
teachers  of  the  Bible  in  the  local 
church.  " — Victor  P.  Furnish, 

Southern  Methodist  University 

"Virtually  without  peer  — Explore 

"The  Bible  handbook  we'ue  waited  for.  / 
hope  you  ’ll  do  yourself  a  fauor  by  buying 
this  handbook  that's  sure  to  dear  the  shelf 
of  all  others  in  the  field.  " 

—James  A.  Glasscock, 

Perkins  Journal 


the  book  publishing  deportment  of 
the  united  methodist  publishing  house 
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Family  practice  is  their  goal 


Bfc.At.ll  LAKE,  Penn.  —  "Come  as  you  are”  Sunday 
evening  worship  services  at  the  lake  shore  have  gathered 
from  60  to  300  persons  during  July  and  August.  Both  the 
Beach  Lake  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  Free  Methodist 


Church  have  sponsored  the  services  since  1973.  The  final 
service  this  year  on  Labor  Day  Sunday  (shown  above), 
featured  the  choir  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Free  Methodist 
Church  of  Brooklyn  singing  a  Gospel  concert. 


Black  students  run  clinic 


Above  left:  The  Rev.  Johnnie  Horton 
Jr.,  UM  campus  minister  at  Florida 
Institute  of  Technology  at  Melbourne, 
says  an  active  interaction  with  stu¬ 
dents  —  "to  engage  the  campus  with 
love”  —  is  a  key  to  a  meaningful 
ministry  for  Christ. 

Above  right:  Once  or  twice  a  week 
for  the  past  five  years.  Jo  Cotten  of 
Englewood  UMC  Ft.  Worth.  Tex.,  has 
applied  grease  paint  and  donned  the 
clown  suit  to  bring  a  little  sunshine 
into  the  lives  of  people  who  have 
little  to  smile  about  in  a  fragmented 
transitional  section  of  the  City. 

Left:  "People  in  the  community 
wouldn't  come  to  us,  so  we  came  to 
them,"  said  the  Rev.  James  W.  Riley, 
pastor  of  Grace  UMC,  Salisbury.  Md. 
More  than  300  people  attended  the 
"street  meeting”  of  preaching  and 
singing  and  an  estimated  several  thou¬ 
sand  more  listened  by  radio. 

PHOTOS  FROM  WYOMING.  PENINSULA. 
CENTRAL  TEXAS  AN!)  FLORIDA  l  MR 


Chaplains’  youth  work  claimed  success 


AKRON  (RNS)  -  A  ‘‘Values 
Program”  directed  by  the  Protestant 
and  Catholic  chaplains  at  Summit 
County  Juvenile  Court  here  reportedly 
has  reached  a  94  percent  success  rate 
with  juvenile  offenders. 

The  program,  coordinated  by  the  Rev. 
Byron  Arledge,  a  Southern  Baptist 
minister,  and  Father  Paul  Selle,  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest,  involves 
volunteers  who  work  with  each  offender 
over  a  minimum  period  of  90  days, 
spending  an  average  of  two  to  three  hours 
each  week. 

Helping  the  youth  to  help  himself  is  the 
ultimate  goal  of  the  Values  Program, 
according  to  the  program  directors.  The 
purpose  of  the  Values  Program  is  to 
initially  change  the  behavior  of  the 
youthful  lawbreaker  in  such  a  way  that 
his  values  are  ultimately  changed  for  the 
better. 

Youthful  lawbreakers  taking  part  in 
the  program  are  typically  between  the 
ages  of  10-18,  generally  14-16.  About  70 
percent  are  male.  For  many,  school  is  a 
problem.  They  have  become  involved 
with  the  Juvenile  Court  because  they 
have  broken  the  law  for  any  number  of 
reasons,  but  they  are  similar  to  youths  of 
their  age  group  in  other  ways,  according 

Missionaries  funded 
for  month’s  leave 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  Africa 
Regional  Team  of  the  United  Methodist 
World  Division  has  set  aside  up  to  $25,000 
to  enable  any  of  its  13  missionaries  in 
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe  to  take  a  month’s 
rest  outside  the  country. 

The  action  was  taken  Sept.  12  in 
response  to  a  letter  from  the  Missionary 
Maintenance  Committee  in  Rhodesia 
recommending  that  missionaries  who  so 
desire  be  granted  one  month’s  leave  in 
the  U.S.  ‘‘in  light  of  the  present  unrest 
and  intense  political  situation." 

Isaac  H.  Bivens,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  African  affairs,  pointed  out 
that  some  of  the  missionaries  had  not  left 
the  country  for  several  years,  fearing 
they  might  not  be  permitted  to  return. 


to  a  fact  sheet  issued  by  the  Summit 
County  Juvenile  Court. 

The  Values  Program  is  based  on  the 
concepts  of  "Reality  Therapy”  of  Dr. 
William  Glasser,  according  to  the 
juvenile  court.  The  major  points  are : 

•  People  tend  to  act  in  the  way  that 
they  see  themselves. 

•  We  cannot  change  a  person  unless  the 
person  himself  wants  to  change. 

•  Association  with  a  mature  adult  who 
cares  is  the  first  step  to  a  better  self 
image.  This  is  best  accomplished 
through  one-to-one  contact. 

•  To  build  self-worth,  the  volunteer 
must  spend  a  little  time  over  a  long 
period  of  time  with  the  youth,  rather  than 
a  lot  of  time  all  at  once. 

•  Emphasis  is  placed  on  the  here  and 
now.  Dwelling  on  the  past  does  little  to 
change  a  person's  behavior. 

•  Change  is  best  accomplished  through 
many  small  steps  rather  than  in  a  few 
large  steps. 

•  Excuses  for  one's  behavior  are  not 
accepted.  Rather,  a  plan  for  the  future  is 
made. 

The  program  aims  to  develop  in 
lawbreakers  the  awareness  of  respon¬ 
sibility  toward  others,  responsibility  for 
their  own  actions,  and  a  feeling  of  self- 
worth. 

Volunteers,  who  can  be  any  interested 
person  over  age  18,  are  urged  to  build 
slowly  and  not  be  discouraged  by 
apparent  failures  along  the  way.  Some 
170  volunteers  have  been  enlisted  to  work 
with  a  caseload  of  about  142  youths. 
Commenting  on  the  effectiveness  of 
volunteers.  Dr.  Arledge  said,  ‘‘We've 
found  more  effective  counseling  is  done 


over  a  MacDonald’s  hamburger  than  in 
my  counseling  office.” 

Asked  what  advice  he’d  give  parents  to 
help  avoid  juvenile  delinquency 
problems,  he  said,  "Spend  time  with 
your  kids.” 


FRANKLIN,  Tenn.  —  This  might  seem 
an  unlikely  setting  for  a  unique 
experiment  in  the  education  of  black 
physicians.  The  city  is  overwhelmingly 
white  and  middle  class.  Blacks  comprise 
only  14  percent  of  the  9,500  residents. 

However,  six  days  a  week,  a  team  of 
phvsicians-in-training  make  the  40-mile 
round  trip  from  Meharry  Medical 
College  in  Nashville  to  operate  the 
Franklin  Family  Practice  Center.  Each 
doctor  is  preparing  to  be  a  family- 
practice  specialist. 

As  an  institution,  Meharry  always  has 
been  concerned  with  providing  health 
care  to  the  poor,  the  black  and  the 
disadvantaged.  It  is  one  of  12 
predominantly  black  colleges  related  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

To  meet  Meharry’s  goal  of  providing 
the  best  possible  health  care  for  the 
entire  family,  the  medical  school 
recently  developed  a  three-year 
residency  program  in  family  practice.  It 
trains  physicians  for  three  years  beyond 
the  M.D.  degree. 

Simply  stated,  the  idea  is  to  train  the 
physician  to  accept  responsibility  for  the 
total  health  care  of  a  patient.  The  caring 
concept  of  the  old  family  doctor  only 
recently  has  been  rekindled  in  the  new 
specialty  of  family  practice. 

To  provide  a  realistic  setting  for  the 
training,  while  at  the  same  time 
extending  satisfying  health  care  to  an 
underserved  area,  Meharry  established 
the  Franklin  Family  Practice  Center. 

Most  patients  seen  at  the  center  are 
lower  and  moderate  income  working 
blacks  from  the  Franklin  area,  but  a 
number  of  whites  receive  its  services  as 
well. 

Meharry’s  Division  of  Family 
Medicine  is  headed  by  Dr.  John  E. 
Arradondo,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
University’s  Medical  School  and  the 
hospital  training  programs  of  Washing¬ 
ton  University.  As  a  black  physician 
armed  with  both  a  medical  degree  and  a 
master’s  in  public  health  from  Harvard, 
Dr.  Arradondo  has  the  feel  of  several 
sides  of  most  medical/health  issues.  He 
says  that  family  practice  addresses  the 
needs  most  critical  to  blacks  in  rural 
areas  and  urban  ghettos. 

Dr.  Arradondo  concludes:  “All 
Meharry  is  trying  to  do  is  produce  some 
technically  competent  young  doctors 
who  have  that  old-fashioned  concern  for 
people  and  who  can  practice  medicine  in 
a  modern  technological  environment.” 

The  school  began  in  1876  when  George 
Hubbard  was  appointed  the  first 
instructor.  A  former  medical  corpsman 
with  the  Union  Army,  he  had  just 
completed  his  own  medical  studies.  His 
initial  class  consisted  of  three  young 
former  slaves,  to  whom  he  taught  the 
alphabet  along  with  physiology  and 
anatomy. 

Today  Meharry,  which  has  produced 
more  than  half  of  this  country’s  black 
medical  doctors  and  dentists,  has  a 
modern  physical  plant  valued  at  close  to 
S100  million  and  an  enrollment  of  more 
than  900  students  in  its  various  schools 


and  programs. 

As  one  of  the  12  predominantly  black 
colleges  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Meharry  receives  support  from 
the  church’s  Black  College  Fund.  Says 
President  Lloyd  C.  Elam:  "In  carrying 


out  its  mission  of  concern  for  people  who 
are  in  most  need,  Meharry  has  been 
greatly  assisted  by  the  Black  College 
Fund,  which  allows  the  school  to  get 
involved  in  new  ways  in  communities  of 
need.” 


‘Dear  Deborah’ 


Grateful  teenager  speaks  out 


j  Poem  of  the  Week 

Outer  space 
By  DOROTHY  A.  STICKELL 
‘‘In  my  Father’s  house 
Are  many  mansions.” 

I  like  to  think  about  that 
While  I  occupy  half  a  room. 

And  a  wheelchair, 

In  a  nursing  home. 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  a  ]5-year  old  who  reads  your 
column  and  I  notice  how  sometimes 
people  write  to  complain  about  young 
people.  I  just  wanted  to  write  you  about 
an  experience  I  had  —  it’s  not  really  a 
question  though.  My  first  day  at  a  new 
highschool  in  a  new  town  I  was 
approached  by  a  girl  who  offered  me 
some  dope.  I  never  use  it  and  refused.  I 
could  see  she  was  angry. 

After  school  she  and  two  other  girls 
waited  until  I  got  off  the  bus  and  then 
attacked  me,  broke  my  glasses,  tore  my 
mother's  coat  I  was  wearing  and  scared 
me  plenty.  I  really  had  to  force  myself  to 
school  the  next  day.  This  bad  news 

spread  at  school  and  a  girl  and  . . . 

approached  me  at  school  and  invitee  me 
to  come  at  lunchtime  to  their  Christian 
group.  I  went  and  they  had  plans  to  see 
me  home  from  school  until  I  felt  no  fear.  1 
can’t  express  to  you  how  much  this  has 
meant  to  me. 

I  wonder  if  your  readers  know  of  other 
groups  that  do  this  kind  of  service ?  I  am 
a  better  Christian  because  they  were 
such  good  examples  to  me  and  I  wanted 
to  thank  them  publicly. 

Grateful  Teenager 

DearG.T.: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your 
experience.  I  hope  your  letter  will  inspire 
many  young  people  to  form  caring 
groups  such  as  the  one  you  found. 

Dear  Deborah: 

What  can  a  person  do  about  a  church 
where  the  leadership  is  passed  around 
among  a  small  inner  group  and  has  been 
that  way  for  years' ?  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  church  for  seven  years 


and  since  we  are  retired  here  we  will  be 
members  for  a  long  time.  Oh,  its  all  right 
for  new  people  to  do  the  dirty  work  —  or 
the  hard  work  —  like  run  the  Vacation 
Bible  School  or  serve  meals  or  work  on 
clean-up  day  —  it's  up  where  the 
decisions  are  made  that  no  one  new  gets 
in. 

My  wife  and  I  have  been  good 
Methodists  since  childhood  and  believe 
we  have  some  insight  to  offer  this  United 
Methodist  church  but  it  looks  as  though 
no  one  will  ever  know  it.  What  to  do? 

Anxious  to  Help 

Dear  Anxious  to  Help : 

Since  the  pastor  is  chairperson  of  the 
Nominating  Committee,  he  or  she  is  the 
one  to  see.  Share  your  past  experience 
with  the  minister  and  volunteer  to  serve 
in  similar  positions  that  might  open.  You 
may  want  to  speak  to  other  members  of 
that  committee  before  they  meet  for  next 
year’s  nominations.  Churches  are  very 
foolish  to  get  this  ingrown;  it  is  to  their 
detriment.  It  also  is  very  discouraging  to 
capable  Christians  who  must  move  to  a 
new  community  and  have  talent  and 
experience  to  share.  Don  t  give  up ! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  The 
biblical  Deborah  helped  her  people  settle 
their  problems  and  our  modern  Deborah 
is  a  counselor  who  offers  her  insight  into 
contemporary  personal  needs.  Make  the 
letter  brief.  Although  individual  letters 
cannot  be  answered,  questions  for  the 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  letters. 
Write:  "Dear  Deborah "  P.O.  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  Tex  75221 


FRANKLIN,  Tenn.  —  Dr.  Rupert  Francis  examines  a  patient  at  the  Franklin 
Family  Practice  Center  here.  Established  by  Meharry  Medical  College,  the  center 
is  an  experiment  in  educating  black  physicians  to  be  "the  old  family  doctor." 
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They  won’t  let  veteran 
scoutmaster  retire 

By  BERTLINDLER 

BOZEMAN,  Mont.  —  J.  Homer  Magee 
may  be  74  years  old.  He  may  live  in  a 
retirement  home.  But  he’s  still  leading 
Boy  Scout  Troop  676. 

Mr.  Magee  is  lean  and  trim  but  admits 
he  can’t  keep  up  with  the  more  rugged 
aspects  of  scouting.  Three  years  ago  he 
led  the  troop  on  a  backpack  trip  to  9,200 
feet  in  the  Gallatin  Range  Climbing  the 
pass  he  became  wreak.  Rather  than  stress 
his  heart  he  turned  back.  Now  he  lets 
younger  men  take  the  troop  on  backpack 
trips. 

But  he  doesn’t  miss  the  campouts.  In 
fact,  he’s  spent  more  than  a  year 
camping  out  since  he  began  scouting  34 
years  ago.  And  he’s  hiked  600  miles. 


Patches  tell  his  storv 

His  accomplishments  are  recorded  in 
patches  sewn  onto  a  green  wool  blanket. 
The  patches  date  back  to  1946  when  he 
attended  his  first  camporee.  He  received 
his  most  unique  patch  in  1952  when  he 
was  made  an  honorary  chief  of  the 
Blackfeet  Tribe.  The  patch,  consisting  of 
simple  figures  drawn  on  deerhide,  shows 
the  story  of  his  becoming  a  paleface 
chief.  He  uses  his  Indian  name,  Blue 
Cloud,  in  the  Boy  Scout  Order  of  the 
Arrow. 

When  he  was  a  boy  Mr.  Magee  wasn’t 
interested  in  scouting.  And  as  an  adult  he 
entered  scouting  only  because  he  was 
forced  to. 

Mr.  Magee  was  the  minister  of  a 
Methodist  church  in  Butte  in  1944.  The 
scout  troop  there  was  thriving  under  the 
leadership  of  a  businessman  who  was 
physically  unfit  for  the  armed  services. 
Then  the  businessman  was  transferred 
out  of  town. 

Mr.  Magee  tried  his  best  to  find 
another  scoutmaster.  All  the  men  in  the 
church  were  working  double  shifts  in  the 
mines  producing  copper  needed  during 
the  war.  Rather  than  lose  the  troop  he 
became  its  scoutmaster. 

He  soon  realized  that  the  scouts  were 
interested  in  the  same  things  the 
churches  are  interested  in:  citizenship, 
character,  physical  fitness.  “Only  they 
put  it  in  boy  language,”  Mr.  Magee  said. 

‘Five  sure  steps’ 

Mr.  Magee  remained  active  in  the 
scouting  until  he  began  traveling  across 
the  state,  supervising  a  number  of 
Methodist  churches  in  eastern  Montana. 
Even  then  his  scouting  background  came 
in  handy.  He  gave  each  of  his  ministers  a 
copy  of  the  booklet,  "Five  Sure  Steps  to 
Finding  a  Scoutmaster.” 

"It’s  the  best  thing  I  ever  saw  for 
finding  volunteer  workers,”  he  said. 

Later  his  career  took  him  to  Illinois 
where  he  worked  in  the  national  offices  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  There  he  again 
became  active  in  scouting. 

In  1972  he  retired  from  the  ministry 
and  moved  to  the  Hillcrest  Retirement 
Home  in  Bozeman.  Shortly  after  he 
arrived  in  Bozeman.  First  UMC  there 
decided  to  sponsor  a  scout  troop.  He  was 
selected  as  scoutmaster 

The  troop  began  with  eight  scouts.  Now’ 
the  troop  has  grown  to  30  scouts.  During 
the  last  five  years  10  boys  have  become 
Eagle  Scouts. 


J.  Homer  Magee 

PHOTO  BY  BERTLINDLER 

Mr.  Magee  figures  he  can  still  do  a 
good  job  as  scoutmaster.  He  has  younger 
men  helping  him.  And  the  real  job  of  a 
scoutmaster  doesn’t  involve  a  lot  of 
physical  work.  The  real  job  is  training 
boys,  he  says. 

Recently  the  retired  minister  spent  a 
week  camping  with  his  troop  at  a  scout 
camp  near  the  old  mining  town  of 
Kendall  He  spent  the  week  in  a  blue 
backpacking  tent  off  to  the  side  of  the 
boys’  tents.  Several  of  the  boys’  fathers 
came  up  for  short  stays  to  assist  him,  but 
he  stayed  the  entire  week. 

Mr.  Magee  hasn’t  got  any  plans  to 
retire  from  scouting.  And  the  fathers  of 
the  boys  may  not  give  him  any  choice. 

“They  won’t  let  me  quit,”  he  said. 

This  article  by  Mr.  Lindler  appeared  in 
the  Yellowstone  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR 

Evangelize  self 
first,  church 
is  admonished 

BALTIMORE  (UMC)  —  "Repent  and 
believe”  are  marching  orders  for  a 
contemporary  world  needing  new  life, 
delegates  to  United  Methodism's  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  Ethnic  Evangelism 
Event  were  told  here 

“The  problem  to  begin  with  is  not  how 
evangelize  the  world,  but  how  to 
evangelize  the  church,”  said  the  Rev. 
Roberto  Escamilla,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
Division  of  Evangelism,  in  the  keynote 
address. 

In  a  closing  service  of  celebration 
more  than  2,000  persons  heard  Bishop 
Roy  Nichols  of  the  Pittsburgh  Area 
charge.  “Our  nation  is  in  trouble." 

The  Rev.  Felton  May,  Easton  (Md.) 
District  Superintendent  and  general 
chairperson  of  the  event  said  the  event 
renewed  a  thrust  in  evangelism  which 
would  renew  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

More  than  400  delegates  participated  in 
training  sessions  on  and  discussion  of 
evangelism,  then  divided  into  ethnic 
groups  and  took  to  the  streets  of 
Baltimore  evangelizing 


Meeting  people  where  they  are 

Evangelism  takes  many  forms 


Children’s  plight  deplored 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Some  4,000  to 
8,000  illegitimate  children  fathered  by 
U.S.  servicemen  in  Korea  are  now  living 
as  outcasts  on  the  fringes  of  Korean 
society,  according  to  a  Maryknoll  priest 
serving  in  Korea. 

Father  Alfred  V.  Keane,  M.M.,  who 
launched  a  ministry  in  1970  for  these 
“Amerasian”  children,  said  they  now 
range  in  age  from  infants  to  27.  About  60 
percent  are  white,  40  percent  black.” 

The  Amerasians  are  children  fathered 
by  U.S.  servicemen  stationed  at  the 


Korean  demilitarized  zone  (DMZ)  who 
live  with  Korean  women.  The  men 
generally  leave  Korea  before  or  soon 
after  the  child  is  born  and  do  not  claim 
the  children. 

Most  Amerasians  live  in  poverty  even 
by  Korean  standards,  Father  Keane  said 
in  an  interview  here.  But  worse,  he  said, 
they  have  no  “family  record”  (passed 
through  the  father's  line  in  Korean 
society)  and  are  therefore  rejected  as 
non-persons. 

Family  records  are  among  the  most 


important  documents  in  Korean  society, 
necessary  “to  get  jobs,  get  in  school,  to 
live  in  society,"  Father  Keane  said. 
Without  proper  family  records,  they 
cannot  progress  in  Korean  society  and 
cannot  find  marriage  partners. 

He  said  the  Korean  government  has 
taken  new  interest  in  the  plight  of  the 
Amerasians  and  has  introduced 
programs  to  help  them  The  U.S. 
military  establishment  in  Korea  has  also 
introduced  programs,  both  to  educate 
servicemen  to  their  responsibilities  and 
to  help  the  Amerasians. 
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Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  Inc. 

P.0.  Box  2951  •  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821,  504-343-5788 


Dear  Friends, 

Without  being  "wordy"  we  want  to  genuinely  thank 
the  churches  and  individuals  who  have  made  an 
‘‘above’’  and  “beyond”  gift  to  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation.  Your  expression  of  confidence  in  our 
ministry  gives  us  hope  in  doing  an  even  better  job. 


Thank  you  so  very  much. 


Mark  A.  Tullos 
Executive  Director,  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 


Executive  Director 


KEN  WARD 

Associate  Executive  Director  and 
Director  of  the  Legal  and  Legislative 
Division 


We  Will  Come 

A  large  part  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  staff’s  time  is  spent  speaking  in 
churches. 

Any  member  of  the  staff  will  be  happy  to 
come  to  your  church  to  lead  in  a  church  service, 
to  work  with  a  Sunday  School  class  or  to  speak  in 
any  specialized  group  such  as  United  Methodist 
Men  or  United  Methodist  Women. 

To  schedule  such  a  speaker  simply  write  the 
Foundation’s  office. 

Board  Of  Trustees 
LMC  Foundation 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

President 

Dr.  Clarence  E.  Young 
Pastor, 

First  Baptist  Church— Maplewood  Sulphur,  La. 

First  Vice  President 
John  Richardson 
District  Attorney 
Shreveport,  La, 

Second  Vice  President 
Miss  Kathryn  Carpenter 

Executive  Secretary  -  La.  W.  M.  U.  Alexandria,  la 

Third  Vice  President 
Rev.  William  P.  Fraser 
Pastor,  First  UMC 
Alexandria,  La. 

Treasurer 
William  H.  Ford 
Administrator 
University  UMC 
Lake  Charles,  La, 

Secretary 

William  H.  Ledbetter,  Jr 
Attorney  at  Law 
Alexandria,  La. 

Duncan  Smith,  Jr. 

Attorney  at  Law 
Lafayette,  La. 

BOARD  MEMBERS 
Mrs.  George  W.  Dameron 
Pineville,  La 
Rev.  George  W,  Harkins 
Pastor,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Hammond,  La. 

Freddie  Henderson  Carl  A.  Hudson 

Director,  Wesley  Foundation  Pastor ,  First  Baptist  Church 
Southern  University  Bunkie,  La. 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton 

District  Superintendent.  Ruston  District 

Dr  W  D  Boddie 

District  Superintendent,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District 

Dr.  W.  T.  Handy  Jr 

District  Superintendent,  Baton  Rouge-l^afayctte 
District 


Rev.  Perry  F.  Webb,  Jr. 
Pastor,  First  Baptist 
Baton  Rouge,  La 
Gay  E.  Juban 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Judge G.  K.  Kitchens 
City  Judge 
Minden,  La. 

Wallace  Long 
Shreveport,  La. 

Ellis  Martin 
Pineville,  La. 

N.  Harris  McClamroch,  Jr. 
Shreveport,  La. 


R  M.  Hammons 
Wisner,  La 


DR.  ROBERT  F.  HARRINGTON 

Director  of  Promotion 


DENNIS  PHELPS 

Coordinator  of  Church  Ministries 


Your  Help 
Is  Our  Hope 

At  the  1978  Annual  Conference  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  a  motion  was  adopted 
recommending  every  local  church  give  some 
support  to  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation. 

The  motion  was  made  by  Rev.  Bill  Fraser,  of 
Alexandria  First  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
it  is  recorded  in  the  1978  Journal  on  Page  69,  the 
seventh  paragraph. 

We  urge  that  you  will  place  us  in  your  prayers 
and  your  budgets  as  we  gird  ourselves  for  the 
Legal  and  Legislative  work,  the  community 
options,  the  educational  team  school  visits,  visits 
with  local  churches  and  civic  clubs,  and  the  one 
on  one  confrontations  which  our  staff  has  with 
many  troubled  individuals. 

A  suggested  giving  formula  is: 

Supporting  Level 
$1  per  resident  member  annually 
Sustaining  Level 
.50  per  resident  member  annually 
Contributing  Level 
any  amount  given 


Youth  Team 
Available 

The  educational  team  of  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation  is  continuing  to  go  into 
churches;  civic  clubs;  and  public,  private,  and 
parochial  schools  carrying  the  message  of  the 
dangers  of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse  to  the  children 
and  teenagers. 

Again  this  year  the  educational  division  will  be 
working  to  alleviate  these  evils  which  operate  at 
the  base  of  our  social  structure. 

The  education  team,  made  up  of  youths,  is 
tentatively  scheduled  to  visit  schools  in  the 
following  parishes  on  the  dates  listed: 

Beauregard,  Jan.  15-19;  Allen,  Feb.  12-16; 
Jefferson  Davis,  March  12-16;  Calcasieu  and 
Cameron,  April  2-6. 

So  far,  no  churches  are  involved  in  this 
scheduling.  Pastors  interested  in  having  the 
groups  speak  in  their  churches  should  contact 
the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  office 
to  reserve  a  time.  The  dates  listed  do  have  a  little 
leeway 


Offering  Christian  Solutions 
To  Today’s  Problems 


By  KEN  WARD  and 
ROBERT  HARRINGTON 

Again,  we  are  happy  to  report  an  increased 
number  of  moral  victories  in  the  1978  Regular 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature. 

This  growing  strength  in  the  Legislature  has 
not  come  about  by  chance  but  rather  by 
growing  numbers  of  Christian  people  who  are 
willing  to  communicate  to  their  legislators  and 
stand  firm  on  the  moral  issues. 

In  not  only  the  work  of  the  Legal  and 
Legislative  Division  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation,  but  in  the  other  divisions, 
educational  and  promotional,  we  are  only  as 
strong  as  you  make  us  through  your  prayers, 
financial  support,  encouragement  and  most 
important  of  all,  your  personal  involvement.  In 
all  of  this  you  are  helping  to  “offer  Christian 
solutions  to  the  moral  problems  of  our  day.” 

The  Foundation,  a  36-year-old,  non- 
denominational  religious  and  educational 
organization,  works  to  provide  a  healthy  moral 
climate  for  our  state  and  nation. 

Providing  legal  counsel  and  information  to 
conference  members,  giving  information  to 


elected  officials  concerning  moral  issues  and 
enlightening  youths  and  community  members 
of  the  dangers  of  drugs  and  alcohol  are  a  few  of 
the  Foundation’s  main  goals. 

As  reported  in  the  “Legal  and  Legislative 
Letter”  many  good  bills  were  passed  in  the 
1978  Regular  Session  of  the  Louisiana 
Legislature  while  many  poor  pieces  of 
legislation  were  defeated  because  of  Christian 
influence  in  the  halls  of  the  Legislature. 

This  influence  was  channeled  primarily 
through  the  work  of  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation.  We  are  delighted  to  be  there  as  an 
extension  of  your  church. 

Other  work  of  the  Legal  Division  continues, 

•  bringing  counsel  and  assistance  to  local 
churches  and  communities  who  are  attempting 
to  deal  with  various  moral  problems  that 
confront  their  communities. 

In  addition,  the  Legislative  Interim  Study 
Committees  are  continually  addressing  various 
subjects,  among  them  presently,  the  subject  of 
gambling.  We,  of  course,  are  there  as  during 
the  regular  session  as  your  spokesmen  on  the 
moral  issues. 


DR.  W.  T.  HANDY  JR. 

District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  District  and  new  LMCF 
Board  Member 


DR.  W.  D.  BODDIE 
District  Superintendent  of  the  New 
Orleans-Slidell  District  and  new  LMCF 
Board  member. 
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w  henTheWomen  Met . . . 


By  DORIS  DARDEN 
Publicity  Chairman  For  UMW  Conference 

Declaring  that  the  “variety  of  us  is  our  power.”  Rev.  Mary 
Louise  Rowand  of  Dallas.  Tex.,  national  president  and  chief 
spokesperson  for  Church  Women  United,  held  the  attention 
Friday  night  (Sept.  22)  of  some  600  persons  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Wo¬ 
men. 

She  touched  on  the  meeting  theme  “Ye  Shall  Be  My 
Witnesses,”  and  spoke  of  her  trip  to  China,  which  she 
recently  returned  from. 

“I  think  heaven  will  display  more  variety  than  hell,”  she 
said.  “Evil  has  a  sameness."  She  pointed  out  that  it  is  not 
easy  to  lead  women  today  with  the  differences  “among  us." 
As  CWU  has  some  2,000  local  units,  she  gave  examples  of 
some  of  the  constant  disagreements  she  finds,  saying, 
though,  that  she  welcomes  the  noise  and  strife  of  disagree¬ 
ment  to  the  silence  of  Peking  and  Manila. 

She  says  it's  good  for  women  to  hear  enough  words  to 
disturb  them,  making  them  find  better  words  .  better 
choices.  .  .  better  decisions. 

Rev.  Rowand’s  talks,  Friday  evening  and  Saturday 
morning,  were  highlights  of  a  fast  moving  24-hour  meeting 
that  began  at  1  p.m.  Sept.  22  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Mrs.  Truman  Ward  of  New  Orleans,  president,  convened 
the  session  and  welcomes  were  brought  by  Mrs.  Carl  Camp, 
president  of  Broadmoor  UMW,  Mrs.  John  Blackman, 
president  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  district,  and  by  the 
host  pastor,  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire. 

Announcing  that  the  Louisiana  Conference  UMW  has 
overpaid  its  pledge  this  past  year  by  some  $13,500,  Mrs. 
Richard  Hoffpauir  of  Franklin,  treasurer,  recommended, 
and  received,  an  increase  of  5%  in  the  1979  budget  for  a  total 
undesignated  giving  of  $184,800. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  nine  district  treasurers 
participated  in  a  pledge  service  stating  that  “people  need 
people,”  and  affirming  their  acceptance  of  the  increase  in 
pledging. 

An  interesting  note  in  the  proceedings  occurred  when  the 
conference  historian,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Stinson  of  Pineville, 
presented  some  of  the  UMW  records  to  Mrs.  Raymond 
Christensen  of  Natchitoches,  a  member  of  the  Conference 
commission  on  archives  and  history.  The  records  will  be  kept 
with  other  items  of  church  history  at  Centenary  College. 

New  UMW  officers  elected  include  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock  of 
Baton  Rouge,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Hoffpauir,  treasurer; 
Mrs.  Sadie  Williams  of  Bastrop,  chairperson  of  committee  on 
nominations;  Mrs.  Howard  Milo  of  Shreveport,  Mission 
Coordinator  for  Christian  Personhood;  and  Mrs.  George  M. 


Chastain  Jr.  of  Lake  Charles,  Mission  Coordinator  for 
Supportive  Community. 

Other  officers  are  Mrs.  T.  J.  Butler  Jr.  of  Franklinton, 
Mission  Coordinator  for  Christian  Social  Involvement;  Mrs. 
Hollis  Summerall  of  Shreveport,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Caldwell  of 
Simsboro,  Mrs.  E.  Mae  Calvin  of  New  Orleans  and  Mrs. 
Shirley  Railing  of  Metairie,  members  of  the  committee  on 
nominations. 

The  compact  program  planned  by  Mrs.  C.  B.  McGowan  of 
Baton  Rouge  was  sparked  with  innovative  periods  of  worship 
by  the  Revs.  Nancy  and  Randy  Gammill  of  Baton  Rouge  who 
used  music,  dialogue,  dance  and  confrontation  to  get  across 
their  ideas. 

Mrs.  Warren  Blakeman  of  New  Orleans  stressed 
membership  (up  10%  last  year!)  through  a  skit  that  both 
amused  and  touched  the  delegates  and  guests. 

Mrs.  Nathaniel  Perry  of  Slidell,  vice-president,  acted  as  a 
roving  reporter  and  interviewed  Mrs.  Janet  Hecht.  acting 
superintendent  of  Sager  Brown  School ;  Rev.  Spiller  Milton  of 
Dulac  Community  Center;  Rev.  David  Billings  of  St.  Mark's 
Community  Center;  Rev.  William  R.  London  Jr.  of  People’s 
Community  Center;  and  G.  J.  Bridges,  MacDonell  UM 
Children’s  Services  —  all  UM  projects. 

At  one  point  during  the  meeting  women  gathered  in  nine 
small  groups  to  hear  ways  of  witnessing  in  personal  commit¬ 
ment.  Each  of  the  conference’s  nine  districts  assumed 
responsibility  for  a  small  group  and  the  presentations  proved 
to  be  creative  and  stimulating. 

For  the  first  time  at  an  annual  meeting  a  volunteer  choir  of 
UMW  members  practiced  together  on  Friday  and  sang  on 
Saturday  morning.  Wayne  Millet,  whose  Broadmoor  UMC 
Chancel  Choir  sang  Friday  evening,  directed. 

The  April  1978  Charter  for  Racial  Justice  Policies 
recommended  by  the  Women's  Division,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  was  presented  to  the  group.  After  discussion,  it 
was  unanimously  ratified  by  the  delegates.  It  goes  now  to  the 
districts  and  then  to  the  local  units  for  ratification. 

Mrs.  Wiley  B.  Gardner  of  Mooringsport  gave  the 
commission  to  the  elected  officers  of  the  conference  and  the 
meeting  ended  with  a  sharing  experience  of  communion. 

The  celebrants  were  Dr.  McGuire  and  Rev.  Nancy 
Gammill,  along  with  the  superintendents  of  the  two  Baton 
Rouge  districts,  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  and  Rev.  Kirby  A. 
Vining. 

An  especially  expressive  note  was  the  use  of  home-baked 
bread,  some  coming  from  each  of  the  nine  districts. 

Mrs.  Jack  Story  was  local  chairman  of  the  meeting  and 
Mrs.  Murphy  H.  Roberts,  co-chairman.  Next  fall’s  annual 
meeting  will  take  place  at  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 


Betty  Rowell  does  inter¬ 
pretive  dance  as  part  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  experiences 


Mrs.  Truman  Ward,  Confer¬ 
ence  president  of  UMW,  kpeaks 
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Chapel  Is  Going  Up 
Behind  Prison  Walls 


By  JAMES  L.  STOVALL 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  has 
committed  itself  to  the  building  of  a 
chapel  at  the  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary  at  Angola. 

The  Board  of  Directors  is  composed  of 
the  Bishops  and  other  administrative 
heads  of  20  denominational  groups  in 
Louisiana.  The  decision  was  made  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  held 
Sept.  20  at  Our  Lady  of  Mercy  Catholic 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  executive 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  said  following  the  passage  of 
the  Resolution,  “The  chapel  at  Angola 
will  be  a  sign  to  our  state  that  God 
forgives  and  helps  us  to  become  new 
persons,  that  behavior  can  be  modified, 
and  that  a  person  can  be  rehabilitated. 
The  chapel  will  be  a  constant  message  to 
the  inmates  that  God  loves  them  and  that 
His  people  in  many  churches  have 
provided  the  chapel  to  encourage  them  to 
open  their  lives  to  divine  grace  and 
guidance,  to  discover  anew  their  worth 
as  human  beings,  and  to  make  new  starts 
in  life.” 

Reverend  Stovall  further  stated. 
"Sixty  percent  of  the  inmates  at  Angola 
have  been  previously  incarcerated  for  a 
serious  crime  Hopefully,  this  chapel  will 
help  to  make  our  correction  system  more 
effective  so  that  fewer  persons  will 
return  to  crime  after  discharge." 

Father  Bob  Guste.  chairman  of  the 
Task  Force  on  Prison  Reform,  told  the 
group  C.  Paul  Phelps,  secretary  of  the 
Department  of  Corrections,  had  given  his 
consent  to  the  building  of  the  chapel  He 
said  Warden  Frank  Blackburn,  a  United 
Methodist  and  a  former  minister,  had 
designated  a  possible  location  for  the 
chapel  and  that  Paul  Roy  of  the 
architectural  firm  of  Forte  and  Tablada 
had  prepared  a  preliminary  design.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  chapel  is  $300,000. 


Blackburn,  who  was  present  at  the 
Board  meeting,  reported  the  chapel  is 
greatly  needed  and  will  be  used  14  to  16 
hours  each  day  for  counselling,  reading, 
worship  and  small  group  meetings. 

Architect  Roy  said,  as  requested,  the 
proposed  chapel  had  been  designed  as  a 
functional,  multi-purpose  facility.  He 
said,  "It  will  provide  office  space  for  four 
chaplains,  meeting  rooms  for 
denominational  and  study  groups,  a 
library  and  reading  room  and  a  worship 
area  for  200. ’’  He  also  said  the  sanctuary 
furniture  will  be  movable  so  the  chapel 
can  be  used  by  any  denomination. 

The  Resolution,  which  was  given 
unanimous  approval  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  establishes  a  committee  of  all 
interested  groups  to  be  the  legal  entity  to 
implement  the  building  of  the  chapel 
The  Most  Reverend  Gerard  Frey. 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of 
Lafayette  and  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  said,  “We  have 
received  assurances  from  The  Reverend 
Don  Mabry,  Director  of  Missions  for  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention,  and  other 
groups  of  their  desire  to  join  with  us  in 
this  project.  This  separate  committee 
will  enable  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  to  work  with  any  and  all 
groups  in  implementing  this  decision.  " 

The  Resolution  calls  for  an  offering  to 
be  received  in  churches  throughout  the 
state  on  April  1.  1979.  In  addition  to  the 
offerings  being  received  at  that  time  for 
the  building  of  the  chapel,  it  is  expected 
that  a  number  of  denominations  will  give 
mission  funds 

Bishop  Frey  stated  that  gifts  for  the 
chapel  may  be  sent  to  the  various 
denominations  or  to  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  office  at  440 
North  Foster.  Suite  106,  Baton  Rouge. 
Louisiana  70806 

(James  L.  Stovall  is  the  Executive 
Director  of  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con 
ference.) 


Three  New  Films  Available 


Can  Be  Helps  To  Living 


New  UMW  officers  elected  at  the  meet  are: 

Mrs.  Howard  Milo,  mission  coordinator  for  Christian  Personhood;  Mrs.  Richard 
Hoffpauir.  treasurer;  Mrs.  T.  J.  Butler  Jr.,  mission  coordinator  for  Christian  Social 
Involvement;  Mrs.  George  M.  Chastain  Jr.,  mission  coordinator  for  Supportive 
Community;  and  Mrs.  Walter  It.  Brock,  vice-president. 


Rev.  Mary  Louise  Rowand  greets  UMW 
members  after  her  evening  program 


Around  The  Con  ference 


First  UMC  Hosts  Teaching  Workshop 


DENHAM  SPRINGS  A  teaching 
methods  workshop  will  be  held  at  First 
UMC  Oct.  7  from  9  a  m.  to  noon. 

Rev.  Nancy  Gammill  of  Baton  Rouge 
will.be  the  leader.  Rev.  George  Duerson, 
the  church  pastor,  and  Randall  Gammill 
of  Francis  Asbury  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
will  both  assist. 

All  church  school  teachers, 
coordinators,  chairpersons  and 
interested  persons  are  invited  to  attend. 
A  nursery  will  be  provided. 

Joyce  Annison,  chairperson  of 
education  for  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District,  is  in  charge  of  the 
arrangements. 


Mailing  Hint 

When  mailing  letters  or  packages  to 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
•Office,  please  use  this  address: 

Council  On  Ministries 
;  P.O.Box  4325 

Shreveport,  La.  71104 

Please  do  not  use  this  address: 

Council  on  Ministries 

R.  E.  Smith  Building 

Centenary  College 

Shreveport.  La.  71104 

When  you  put  the  name  of  the  college 
on  your  mail,  it  is  delayed  from  two  to 
three  weeks  before  it  reaches  our  office. 

Remember,  do  not  put  the  name 
Centenary  College  on  your  mail  being 
sent  to  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  Office 


Workshop  Set 

The  1978  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Workshop  will  be  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  Oct.  19-20. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  the  workshop, 
sponsored  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  is  to  assist 
annual  conference  officers  related  to  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  in  making  organizational 
changes  in  harmony  with  new 
legislation. 

It  is  also  held  to  provide  a  training 
experience  and  exposure  to  new  methods 
and  resources  for  the  conference  officers 
in  their  specific  areas  of  work. 


Date  Changed 

The  Conference  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  Global  Workshop  date  has  been 
changed  from  Oct.  7  to  Oct.  21  at  10:30 
a  m.  at  First  Church.  Alexandria. 


Christmas  Plans 

GREENSBURG  -  The  Greensburg 
UMC  is  planning  an  "Open  Door 
Festival”  Sunday.  Nov.  5,  and  a 
Christmons  Tree  Celebration  on  Dec.  3. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  family  in  the 
church  will  be  represented  on  the  tree. 

Also,  the  choir  is  working  toward  a 
reawakening  celebration  of  the  opening 
of  the  Wesley  Chapel  in  London  on  Nov.  l . 


Revival  Held 

HAMMOND  —  An  Evangelistic 
Revival  was  held  at  Hammond  First 
UMC  Oct.  1  through  3  with  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  speaking.  Mark 
Tullos,  director  of  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation,  served  as-  song 
leader. 


200  Attend 

MONROE  —  Approximately  200 
persons  attended  the  Educational 
Growth  and  Missions  Experience  held  in 
the  Monroe  District  Sept.  17-20.  Four 
sessions  were  held,  two  at  First  Church 
Monroe  and  one  each  at  Delhi  and  Sicily 
Island  UM  churches. 


Church  Filled 

SIBLEY  —  The  Sibley  UMC  recently 
closed  a  revival  meeting  with  Rev.  John 
M.  Lee  speaking.  On  the  closing  night  the 
church  was  filled  with  people  and  more 
than  half  came  forward  at  the  close  of  the 
service  and  prayed  for  their  lives  to  be 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 


School  Groining 

WALKER  —  “God  has  really  been 
moving  at  Friendship  Church  recently 
and  Sunday  School  attendance  reflects 
it,”  reports  Kaye  LeBlanc,  coordinator 
of  communications  for  the  church. 

On  Sunday.  Sept.  17. 36  of  the  57  Sunday 


School  members  were  present.  The 
chairman  of  education  said  the  good 
attendance  was  due  to  the  concern  people 
have  shown  in  the  church. 

Sunday  School  attendance  is  expected 
to  keep  growing  after  Mrs.  Donnie  Ellis 
and  Mike  LeBlanc  put  to  use  what  they 
learned  at  the  recent  Broadmoor  UMC 
Baton  Rouge  workshop  telling  how  to 
have  a  well-planned  and  organized 
Sunday  School. 

The  young  adults  at  the  church 
recently  hosted  a  Jambalaya  Supper  at 
the  church. 


Happenings 

EFFIE  —  Vacation  Church  School, 
camp  outs,  revival  services  and  a  family 
night  fellowship  are  some  of  the 
activities  members  of  Oak  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church  have  been  partici¬ 
pating  in. 

Vacation  Church  School  was  held  in 
June  for  kindergarten  through  junior 
high  and  senior  high  youths.  Several 
members  of  the  community,  some  of 
other  denominations,  participated  in 
Bible  study,  learning  activities,  crafts, 
music  and  recreation.  Mrs.  Carla 
Luneau  was  coordinator. 

Twelve  UMY  members  and  their 
counselors  enjoyed  a  three-day  camp  out 
at  Money  Hill  Campground  in  July, 

Then  in  August.  Rev.  Fred  Flurry  of 
Alexandria. led  revival  services. 

On  August  27  Promotion  Sunday  was 
observed  with  perfect  attendance  pins 
going  to  Darlene  Saucier.  Lynn  Aymond, 
Melanie  Aymond  and  Vanessa  Aymond. 


By  GINNY  RICHARDSON 
Resource  Librarian 
Your  Conference  Resource  Center  has 
purchased  three  new  films.  They  are 
"My  Main  Man,"  “Get  Used  to  Me."  and 
“Minnie  Remembers."  The  first  two 
films  listed  have  won  Cline  Golden  Eagle 
Awards  for  1976  and  1977  respectively. 

MY  MAIN  MAN  -  (16mm/  color/  14 
min)  A  modern  parable  of  the  prodigal 
son.  A  black  father  needs  his  son's  help  to 
save  his  automobile  junkyard  from 
foreclosure  But  the  son  would  rather 
play  basketball;  he  sulks  on  the  job  and 
even  endangers  his  father's  life.  After  a 
bitter  argument,  the  boy  runs  away.  The 
overnight  separation  makes  them  both 
realize  how  much  they  need  and  love 
each  other.  The  theme  of  this  film  on 
reconciliation  is  that  love  heals  all 
wounds  and  builds  bridges  between 
people.  An  excellent  film  for  use  with 
elementary  through  junior  high  ages 
GET  USED  TO  ME  -  ( 16mm/  color/16 
min)  This  film  teaches  self-respect.  Kay. 
an  overly  sensitive  girl,  is  excluded  from 
class  games  and  ridiculed  for  liking  her 
father’s  work  —  collecting  garbage.  She 
faces  a  difficult  dilemma:  whether  to 
assert  herself  as  the  person  she  is,  or 
change  her  personality  to  fit  other 
people's  expectations.  "We  can  affirm 
ourselves  only  when  we  accept  our 
personal  worth"  is  the  theme  of  this 
award-winning  film!  For  use  with 


NASHVILLE.  Tenn.  (UMC)  -  Allen  L. 
Brown,  a  layman  from  New  Orleans, 
became  a  staff  member  in  the  Division  of 
Lay  Life  and  Work,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  here  Oct.  1 . 

Brown  has  served  as  conference  lay 
leader,  as  an  officer  for  the  conference 
board  of  the  laity  and  council  on 
ministries;  and  as  a  delegate  to 
jurisdictional  and  general  conferences 
In  his  local  church  he  has  served  as  lay 
leader  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
pastor-parish  relations. 
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elementary  children,  junior  high,  senior 
high  and  even  adults 
MINNIE  REMEMBERS  -  (16  mm/ 
color/  5  min)  An  elderly  widow.  Minnie 
recalls  the  warmth,  affection  and 
tenderness  of  close  relationships  from 
her  childhood,  youth  and  marriage. 
Searching  beyond  roles  and  functions, 
she  voices  the  desperate  longing  for 
affirmation  as  a  person  —  as  “Minnie," 
for  "silly  and  affectionate"  relationships 
instead  of  "dignified  and  proper"  rituals 
As  it  should  be,  "Minnie  Remembers"  is 
a  sad  and  disconcerting  film  It  reminds 
us  that  we  don’t  want  to  grow  old,  that  we 
don’t  want  to  live  in  a  world  where  we  are 
not  touched,  not  called  by  our  names,  not 
loved.  “Minnie  Remembers"  is  an 
excellent,  but  painful  illustration  of 
loneliness,  aging  and  widowhood  The 
film  can  be  used  with  young  people  as 
well  as  adults  —  to  help  them  appreciate 
life  and  relationships  and  to  orient  people 
in  dealing  with  family  visiting  and 
reassurance  services. 


••Note:  These  are  not  the  only  new 
items  available  from  your  resource 
center.  A  complete  listing  of  the  latest 
items  was  mailed  to  all  churches.  To 
reserve  the  films,  contact  your  conference 
office,  P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  LA 
71104  (318?  868-5362 


A  native  of  Louisiana.  Brown  attended 
Loyola  University  School  of  Industrial 
Relations  (New  Orleans)  and  Tennessee 
State  University’s  School  of  Manage- 


Allen  L.  Brown 

ment  sponsored  by  the  National  Insur¬ 
ance  Association.  He  is  the  owner  of  an 
insurance  and  real  estate  company  in 
New  Orleans.  He  plans  to  turn  the  busi¬ 
ness  over  to  junior  partners 
Brown  is  married  to  the  former  Helen 
Henderson.  They  have  one  son  who  lives 
in  San  Francisco. 


New  Orleans  Layman 

Allen  Brown  Named  To  Staff 
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Patrons  wait  in  line  outside  an  Atlantic  City,  N.J.,  casino.  Meanwhile  churches 
there  try  to  prepare  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  social  and  spiritual  •‘spin-offs*’  of  the 
recently  legalized  industry. 


v.v.v.v.%vv.v.v.\v.v.v.v.,.v.v.,.v  Editorials 


Legalized  gambling  issue  back 
on  ballots  across  the  country 


Attempts  in  recent  years  to  legalize 
various  forms  of  gambling  have  become 
as  predictable  a  part  of  autumn  as  ducks 
flying  south.  This  fall  is  no  different. 

Numerous  states  across  the  nation  are 
caught  up  in  debates  over  the 
legalization  of  a  broad  spectrum  of 
gambling  schemes  from  state-owned 
lotteries,  to  parimutuel  betting,  to  casino 
gambling.  In  November,  voters  in 
several  states  will  go  to  the  polls  to  say 
“yes”  or  “no”  to  gambling  in  some  form. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  now  —  as  in 
the  past  —  United  Methodists  and  other 
Christians  are  making  themselves  heard 
on  this  important  issue.  A  notable 
example  is  Florida  where  Christians 
make  up  the  core  of  the  effort  to  defeat  a 
constitutional  amendment  which  would 
allow  casino  gambling  along  a  21 -mile 
section  of  Miami  Beach. 

In  Florida,  ,as  in  other  states  where 
legalization  has  been  promoted, 
proponents  of  gambling  continue  to  fog 
the  issue  with  a  razzle-dazzle  array  of 
arguments  which  divert  attention  from 
the  major  issue  at  hand:  the  social  and 
moral  deterioration  which  gambling 
brings  to  communities  wherever  it  is 
sanctioned. 


No  talk  of  “public  revenue”  and  “tax 
breaks”  for  citizens  must  be  allowed  to 
overshadow  this  basic  issue.  Even  if 
gambling  could  provide  more  money  for 
the  public  coffers  —  which  most  times  it 
has  not,  when  added  costs  are  figured  in 
with  added  revenues  —  the  price  paid  in 
terms  of  “life  quality”  is  consistently  too 
high. 

We  wish  we  could  see  an  end,  or  at 
least  a  slackening,  in  the  drive  of 
gambling  backers  to  gain  approval  for 
their  business,  but  we  cannot.  Even  in 
states  where  legalized  gambling  has 
been  soundly  and  repeatedly  defeated 
at  the  polls,  promoters  never  tire  at 
trying  “one  more  time.” 

We  hope  United  Methodists  and  other 
Christians  across  the  country  will 
likewise  "never  tire”  of  saying  “no.” 

While  it  is  unfortunate  that  our  time 
and  effort  must  be  repeatedly  spent 
dealing  with  an  issue  which  continually 
comes  back  like  a  misaddressed  letter, 
we  must  have  faith  that  someday  the 
message  will  get  through. 

That  “message”  —  equally  valid  in 
those  states  which  struggle  against 
legalized  gambling  and  those  which  have 
fallen  to  it  —  is:  We  neither  need  nor 
want  gambling  in  our  communities. 


Is  youth  ministry  second  class? 


The  recent  positive  news  from  the  head 
of  United  Methodism’s  national  agency 
for  church  school  development  that 
“adults  are  returning  to  church  school" 
was  somewhat  tempered  by  the  not-so- 
positive  news  that  youth  and  children  are 
not  following  the  same  trend  (see 
TM/UMR,  Sept.  22). 

That  fact,  coupled  with  a  recent 
comment  by  a  national  youth  ministry 
worker  that  youth  work  in  many  local 
churches  is  treated  as  a  “second  class” 
.ministry,  provides  some  questions  direly 
5n  need  of  answers  from  each  of  us. 

;  Is  it  true  that  youth  ministry  —  the 
•ministry  we  often  give  lip  service  to  as 
•the  "future  of  the  church"  —  is  not  in 
•practice  being  treated  as  a  high  priority 
^across  United  Methodism? 

:  We  challenge  local  congregations  to 
:Put  their  youth  ministry  program  to  the 
:test  and  find  out.  You  might  start  with 
^he  following  questions : 

•  (1)  How  much  money  do  you  spend  on 
•the  youth  program?  While  money  spent 

•  is  not  always  an  accurate  measurement 
•of  commitment,  it  is  an  indicator.  Is  the 

•  prevailing  attitude  that  “the  kids  can 
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have  a  car  wash  if  they  need  money  for 
something”? 

(2)  Who  is  assigned  to  youth  ministry 
in  your  church?  If  your  church  has  more 
than  one  minister,  is  the  youngest  and 
least  experienced  of  the  associates 
always  assigned  to  the  youth 
department?  Is  the  youth  department 
thought  of  as  the  low  rung  on  the  ladder 
—  a  place  for  staff  to  learn  and  then 
move  on?  Are  laypersons  assigned  to  be 
youth  teachers  and  UMYF  counselors 
from  those  persons  left  after  all  of  the 
“top  priority”  and  prestigious  positions 
are  filled? 

(3)  Does  your  church  always  seem  to 
have  great  difficulty  getting  laypersons 
to  work  with  youth?  Is  the  general 
attitude  among  the  laity  that  youth  work 
is  “the  pits”  when  it  comes  to  church 
service? 

(4)  Does  your  church  have  difficulty 
getting  youth  to  take  part  in  the  church 
program  —  even  UMYF?  Do  you  hear 
youth  workers  saying  the  rolls  are  down 
because  “kids  just  have  too  many  other 
things  to  do  these  days”? 

It  is  time  each  local  church  begins  to 
look  objectively  at  the  quality  of  its  youth 
ministry  program. 

Young  people  really  are  the  future  of 
our  church.  But  do  our  actions  show  we 
believe  it? 

Pope  mourned 

The  death  of  Pope  John  Paul  last 
week  after  a  reign  of  only  34  days  is  a 
shock  for  Christians  around  the  world. 

While  his  time  as  pontiff  was  brief, 
the  human  warmth,  lack  of  pretension 
and  keen  sense  of  humor  which  quickly 
emerged  in  the  style  of  Pope  John  Paul 
will  long  be  remembered. 

With  our  Roman  Catholic  brothers  and 
sisters  we  mourn  his  passing. 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  new  local  church  editions  at 
First  UMC  in  Hurst,  Texas  (Central  Texas 
Annual  Conference)  and  at  First  UMC  in 
Lebanon.  Missouri  (Missouri  West  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  1.000  subscriber- 
families  in  Hurst  and  about  450  sub¬ 
scriber-families  in  Lebanon  will  receive 
a  special  edition  of  TM/UMR  with  their 
own  local  church  news  printed  on  the 
front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say:  “Wel¬ 
come  "  We  hope  you  will  find  your  new 
church  newspaper  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers  across 
the  nation  in  providing  feedback  via 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church  we  say  again  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  TM  i  The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter)." 
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My  Witness 


Mother:  a  perfect  replica  of 
what  church  means  in  the  world 


By  EVA  SEMIEN  BAH  AM 

It  is  not  Mother’s  Day,  Christmas  or 
Easter  ,  in  fact,  no  birthday  to  celebrate, 
no  anniversary  to  commemorate,  no 
family  festival.  Here,  though,  is  a 
combination  of  commemoratives  and 
celebrations  about  a  mother  who  has 
given  so  much  —  a  mother  who  has 
loved,  and  most  importantly,  has  made 
others  see  her  role  not  only  as  a  matter  of 
choice,  but  as  a  pre-requisite  to  being 
human. 

In  a  town  of  3,500  people,  with  the 
church  and  school  still  the  core  of  the 
community,  where  folks  still 
reprimanded  their  offspring  without 
sparing  the  rod,  mother  had  much  on  her 
side.  She  insisted  that  we  know  the 
values  of  our  community,  that  we 
exercise  our  religious  beliefs,  and  that 
we  know  how  to  care  for  others.  She  felt 
that  others  would  respond  in  a  like 
manner.  We  weren’t  sent  on  mission 
duties  such  as  saving  the  souls  of 
wayward  characters.  Rather,  our 
mission,  from  mother's  viewpoint,  was  to 
participate  in  a  valuable  learning 
experience  about  giving  and  sharing 
(and  receiving)  love  and  friendship. 

We  saw  mother  as  the  epitome  of  a 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


warm  heart:  Driving  her  car  for  no  pay, 
taking  earless  families  to  get  their 
weekly  groceries,  to  check  their  ills  with 
the  doctor,  moving  families  from  one 
home  to  another.  We  saw  her  exhausted 
quite  often  as  she  had  actually  put  into 
motion  the  minister’s  sermons.  Perhaps 
the  depth  of  her  warm  emotions  comes 
from  having  eight  children  of  her  own, 
and  as  a  mid-wife,  bringing  many,  many 
more  into  the  world.  She  often  said  that 
witnessing  new  life  entering  the  world 
makes  one  appreciate  his  life  and  makes 
him  more  responsible  for  his  actions. 

A  stern  disciplinarian,  mother  taught 
us  that  attending  church  is  an  integral 
part  of  our  lives.  Whenever  we  asked 
why,  she  explained  the  purpose  was  to 
fellowship  and  to  be  in  harmony  with  our 
Christian  friends. 

Unselfish  though  she  is,  mother  wanted 
something  for  herself.  Her  desire  to 
obtain  her  high  school  diploma  was 
perseverance  in  its  truest  sense.  Born  in 
1914,  motherless  at  four  years  old  and 
reared  by  her  papa,  statistics  would 
confirm  that  there  was  little  chance  of 
her  receiving  her  high  school  diploma.  A 
southern  laborer,  her  papa  sought  her 
education  but  the  times  prohibited  its 


being  carried  out.  When  my  brother  and 
sister  received  their  high  school 
diplomas  in  1959,  mother  attended  the 
ceremonies  for  the  dual  purpose  of 
seeing  them  receive  their  certificates 
and  to  receive  her  own.  To  her, 
determination  leads  to  success.  To  us, 
the  children,  she  proved  the  reality  of  her 
words. 

Mother's  advice  is  always  short, 
solicited  and  helpful.  As  the  time  drew 
nearer  for  the  birth  of  my  first  child,  I 
fretted  over  the  things  anticipation 
brings  in  pregnancies.  A  letter  and  call 
from  mother  responded:  “This  is  the 
only  way  all  of  us  has  come.  Pray."  For 
my  prayer,  however,  I  had  one  other 
request:  "Help  me  to  be  the  mother  to 
this  child  that  my  mother  is  to  me.” 

Mother:  A  living  example  of 
motherhood,  a  perfect  replica  of  the 
teachings  of  the  church,  a  loving  warm 
participant  in  the  role  of  being  human. 
“Help  me,  God,  to  be  the  mother  that 
mother  is  to  us.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Eva  Semien 
Baham,  lives  in  Slidell,  Louisiana. 


Rhodesia,  sexuality  viewpoints  opposed 


To  the  Editor: 

Perhaps  you  will  allow  me  a  few  lines 
to  comment  on  the  rather  naive  and 
simplistic  justifications  given  by  the 
Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell  for 
homosexuality  and  for  United  Methodist 
and  WCC  support  of  the  terrorists  in 
Rhodesia  (TM/UMR,  September  15, 
“Here I  Stand”). 

He  wants  us  to  work  "on  a  theology  of 
sexuality  which  would  allow  us  to  affirm 
God’s  gift  of  sexuality  regardless  of 
orientation.”  This  is  an  amazing 
statement.  Rather  shameful  too,  I 
believe.  There  already  is  a  "theology  of 
sexuality.”  It  is  contained  in  13 
scriptural  passages  which  thunder  God’s 
condemnation  of  perversion  and 
homosexuality.  Try  the  19th  chapter  of 
Genesis;  the  19th  chapter  of  Judges; 
Leviticus  18:22  and  20:13;  Isaiah  3:9; 
Matthew  19:4-12;  Romans  1:18-29  ,  32;  I 
Corinthians  6:7-11 ;  I  Timothy  1 : 10. 

The  scriptures  are  clear,  unequivocal 
and  authoritative  in  condemning  this 
cardinal  sin.  By  what  authority  does  Mr. 
Caldwell  change  the  Word  of  God? 

In  Rhodesia,  Mr.  Caldwell  would  have 
us  support  the  “Patriotic  Front”  which 
many  times  has  proven  itself  terrorist, 
murderous  and  communist-backed. 
What  does  this  m^an?  It  means  that 
Rhodesia  could  become  another 
communist  satellite  in  Africa.  Caldwell 
says  we  must  redistribute  the  power  and 
then  share  it.  How  does  one  share  power 
with  Marxists  and  Communists?  The 
way  we  shared  it  in  Vietnam  and 
Cambodia? 

The  theme  of  Mr.  Caldwell’s  article  is 
the  need,  for  United  Methodists  to  adapt 
to  a  changing  world.  Does  he  mean 
accept  parts  of  the  Bible  and  reject 
others?  Does  he  mean  abandon  some 
universal  truths  and  principles?  Does  he 
mean  situational  ethics? 

G.  Russell  Evans 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

God’s  law  unchanging 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  for  some  time  now  and  have 
been  tempted  to  write  to  praise  or 
disagree  with  various  articles  or  letters 
printed  therein  but  the  September  15 
“Here  I  Stand"  by  Rev.  Gilbert  H. 
Caldwell  brought  on  an  undeniable  urge 
to  respond. 

Mr.  Caldwell  and  others  have 
insinuated  that  we  should  “swiqg  with 
the  times”  in  regard  to  accepting 
homosexuality  find  such.  The  fact  is  that 
we,  as  individuals  or  as  a  church,  do  not 
have  to  decide  what  is  permissible  or 
allowable  in  today’s  society.  God’s  law 
was,  is  and  always  will  be  the  same, 
whether  it  be  regarding  homosexuality, 
fornication,  adultery,  murder, 
worshiping  idols,  etc.  Man’s  laws  may 
change  but  God’s  law  never  changes. 

All  we  have  to  decide  is  whether  to 
obey  or  not  to  obey,  whether  to  believe  or 
not  to  believe,  whether  to  accept  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  salvation  or  to  reject  Him. 

Mr.  Caldwell  and  others  have  elected 
to  defend  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
grant  to  the  Patriotic  Front  of  Zimbabwe 
as  an  aid  to  "free"  the  people  of 
Rhodesia.  I  wonder  if  they  would  have 
also  favored  a  grant  to  Lenin,  Stalin  and 
cohorts  to  “free”  the  Russian  people  in 
1917  or  to  Adolf  Hitler  to  "free”  the 
Germans  from  capitalistic  and  Jewish 
“enslavement." 

Perhaps  the  WCC  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  should  first  look  to  free  the 
American  and  all  the  peoples  of  the 
greatest  slave  master  of  all  —  sin.  Let  us 
remove  the  log  from  our  eye  that  we 
might  see  more  clearly  to  remove  the 
speck  from  our  brothers'  eye.  In  the 
meantime  why  not  accept  the  opinion 
and  advice  of  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  who 
is  a  Rhodesian,  who  is  black  and  who 
understands  and  has  the  support  of  the 
vast  majority  of  Rhodesian  blacks. 

In  summary,  what  is  wrong  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church?  Is  it  no  longer 
part  of  the  church  of  Christ  as  the  bride 
waiting  and  preparing  for  the  coming  of 
the  bridegroom'’  Or  is  it  to  be  part  of  the 
“Worldly  Church”  as  described  in 
Revelations  and  dominated  by  Satan? 

Bob  Arnst 

Valier,  Montana 


Would  share  ‘cross’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Before  all  the  Methodists  get  together 
for  a  change  in  order  to  hang  Rev. 
Gilbert  H.  Caldwell  on  the  cross,  I  want 
to  be  first  to  announce  my  willingness 
and  my  deep  honor  to  die  on  the  cross 
next  to  him. 

I  do  not  wish  to  add  anything  to  what 
Rev.  Caldwell  said  about  the  issues 
facing  us  today.  He  has  said  it  all  in  his 
"Here  I  Stand”  article  (TM/UMR, 
September  15).  There  is  nothing  left  to  be 
said  except  “Amen,  God  bless  You.” 

Along  with  Rev.  Caldwell,  I  would  also 
urge  the  church  not  to  continue  to  regress 
into  the  glorious  past  that  never  was  as 
glorious  anyway  as  our  high  school 
history  books  told  it  was. 

Let’s  look  to  the  present  and  the  future 
and  get  on  with  the  show  while  there  is 
yet  time  for  the  church  to  have  a  voice  in 
tomorrow  s  world.  Juanita  Tarkington 

Denton,  Texas 


Money  redirected 

To  the  Editor: 

We  wish  to  register  our  strong 
disapproval  of  "The  World  Council  of 
Churches”  grant  of  $85,000  to  the 
Patriotic  Front  of  Zimbabwe/Rhodesia 
(TM/UMR,  August  18). 

There  is  little  doubt  in  our  minds  that  a 
good  deal  of  this  money  will  go  into  arms, 
to  promote  more  war  and  suffering. 
Surely  this  is  not  the  church’s  aim,  to 
promote  violence  and  hatred. 

Rather  than  have  any  of  our 
contribution  used  for  this  purpose,  we 
have  asked  our  church  to  use  our  money 
only  for  their  building  fund. 

A.  R.  and  Elizabeth  Nield 
Cumberland,  Maryland 


W CC  grant  backed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  reluctant  to  sanction  violence  of 
any  kind.  Jesus  taught  us  a  better  way.  It 
is  unfortunate  if  funds  from  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  were  used  for 
weapons  for  blacks  in  Rhodesia. 

Certainly,  the  $85,000  was  not  sent  for 
that  purpose.  (I  understand  it  was  a 
grant  to  the  Patriotic  Front  for  food, 
health,  social  and  educational 
programs. ) 

But  let’s  get  things  in  their  right 
prospective.  Just  suppose  that  in  1776,  a 
church  group,  say  from  France,  had  sent 
money  to  the  patriotic  group  in  America, 
who  were  fighting  to  free  themselves 
from  the  oppression  of  the  British.  Would 
we  be  uptight  about  that? 

Yes,  of  course,  that  is  a  different 
matter.  Racial  '  prejudice  was  not 
involved  there.  Also,  I  doubt  that  the 
freedom  fighters  in  America  had  quite  as 
much  reason  for  wanting  their  freedom 
as  the  blacks  in  Rhodesia. 

Deane  W.  Irish 
Sun  City,  Arizona 

Evil,  not  necessary 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  written  to  the  Women's  Division 
in  New  York  protesting  their  stand  on 
Rhodesia,  and  expressing  the  hope  that 
they  will  reassess  and  reverse  it. 

I  hope  that  other  women  in  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  organization  will 
also  express  their  displeasure  over  this 
premature  action  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  I  cannot  believe  that  most 
women  uphold  the  guerrilla  action  in 
Rhodesia  as  a  necessary  evil.  Evil  it  is, 
bulnecessary.no.  Andrea  Andress 
Hereford,  Texas 

Division  staff  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Members  of  the  executive  committee 
of  “The  Monday  Club,”  a  group  of  United 
Methodist  Pastors  in  the  New  York 
Metropolitan  area,  voice  concern  over 
the  call  by  certain  groups  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  mass  firings  of 
leadership  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (TM/UMR, 
August  18). 

In  this  time  of  uncertainty  and  of  rapid 
social  change,  we  cannot  call  for 
resignations  of  our  leadership  based 
upon  every  specific  decision  made. 

We  voice  support  for  the  Women’s 


Division  leadership  and  especially  for 

Ms.  Hoover.  „  .  D  rw  *  « 

Frank  R.  Ostertag 

New  York,  New  York 


More  support 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  articles  and  letters  in 
recent  issues  of  TM/UMR  calling  for 
resignation  of  the  staff  of  the  Women’s 
Division  and  implications  of  the  need  for 
political  tests  for  employment,  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  of  Troy  Annual 
Conference  unanimously  passed  the 
following  resolution:  "We  have 
confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the 
decision-making  process  of  the  Women's 
Division  and  in  their  competence  to 
select  their  staff." 

Kenneth  J.  Bollerud 
Saratoga  Springs,  New  York 


Overcome  pride 

To  the  Editor: 

On  Sunday  evening,  September  17, 
history  was  made!  The  world  was 
touched  by  the  “Framework  for  Peace” 
in  the  Middle  East  that  was  begun  by 
President  Carter,  President  Sadat  of 
Egypt,  and  Prime  Minister  Begin  of 
Israel.  What  a  moving  moment  when 
millions  watched  two  former  enemies, 
Sadat  and  Begin,  hug  each  other  in 
friendship!  Just  imagine,  three  men  of 
three  different  faiths  working  together  to 
begin  peace. 

When  I  think  of  the  summit  meeting  at 
Camp  David  and  the  miracle  that 
happened  there,  I  can  only  think  about 
the  Christian  faith  and  the  many 
Christians  who  are  not  at  peace  with  one 
another.  Can  you  believe  that  there  are 
Christians  who  are  enemies  with  one 
another?  They  say  that  they  are  not,  but 
in  their  hearts  and  actions  they  are.  They 
avoid  one  another  at  church  or  on  the 
street  as  well  as  constantly  criticizing 
the  other.  Because  of  stubborn  pride, 
many  friendships  are  broken  and 
replaced  by  hurt  and  resentment. 

All  of  us  are  guilty  of  this  and  yet  we 
are  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,  with 
God  as  our  one  true  Heavenly  Father.  Do 
we  take  our  Communion  vows  “Ye  that 
do  truly  repent  of  your  sins  and  are  in 


love  and  charity  with  your  neighbor" 
seriously,  or  are  we  just  saying  words? 
Are  our  thoughts  and  actions  centered  on 
ourselves  instead  of  on  Christ? 

Let  us  begin  peace  by  showing  true 
love  and  support  toward  each  other  just 
as  Christ  commanded  us  to  do.  If  three 
men  of  three  different  faiths  can  begin 
peace,  we,  as  Christians,  cail  do  the  same 
with  one  another. 

In  his  peace,  _ 

Don  Thrasher 

Jacksonville,  Texas 

No  TM/UMR  ‘baptism’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Ordinarily,  I  am  in  favor  of  baptism. 
However,  I  “viewed  with  alarm”  Mr. 
Allan  Brockway 's  (Board  of  Church  and 
Society)  suggestion  that  the  General 
Conference  “baptize"  TM/UMR  and 
“make  it  the  every  member  newspaper 
of  the  church"  (TM/UMR,  September 
22).  This  is  one  “baptism”  that  would  not 
be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  idea  of  '‘subsidy  grants"  to  Annual 
Conferences  for  the  paper  (and  possibly 
to  TM/UMR  itself)  sounds  tempting. 
However,  there  are  two  things  we  must 
keep  in  mind:  (1)  The  only  money  the 
General  Conference  has.cto  uae  for 
subsidies  comes  from  apportionments  to 
the  local  churches.  So,  if  we  are  going  to 
pay  for  a  newspaper,  let  us  pay  for  it 
directly,  not  through  the  General 
Conference.  (2)  It  is  axiomatic  that 
whoever  subsidizes  also  dictates  policy. 
Thus  to  make  TM/UMR  an  “official" 
publication  reduces  it  to  the  status  of  a 
house  organ. 

Filling  a  very  low-level  niche  in  the 
bureaucracy,  I  obviously  do  not  agree 
with  everything  TM/UMR  publishes. 
Sometimes  your  items  add  to  my 
workload.  However,  this  is  the  strength, 
function  and  value  of  an  independent 
newspaper. 

I  do  hope  that  you  will  resist  this 
particular  “baptism.”  This  is  one  of 
those  instances  wherein  you  can  better 
serve  the  church  by  staying  “outside  the 
pale." 

Gregory  K.  Poole 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 


Dillard  ClC# 
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They're  not  exactly 
household  names  but... 


for  100  years  and  more  the  Black 
colleges  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  with  a  quiet  sense  of 
dignity  and  purpose  gone  about  the 
task  of  developing  faith  within  Black 
Americans.  Faith  in  our  roots.  Faith 
in  our  capabilities.  And  faith  in  a  vision 
The  12  educational  institutions  in 
the  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND  are  still 
committed  to  that  task.  They're  enabled 
to  fulfill  this  unique  responsibility 
because  of  your  church's  acceptance 
of  its  apportionment  for  the 
BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND 


When  the  District  Superintendent 
conducts  your  church's  Charge 
Conference  this  Fall,  you  won  t  need 
to  remember  the  names  of  Bennett. 
Claflm,  Clark.  Bethune-Cookman, 
Paine,  Dillard.  Rust,  Meharry  Medical. 
Philander  Smith,  Morristown,  Huston- 
Tillotson  and  Wiley.  Just  remember 
the  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND  and 
give  it  your  strong  support 

For  further  information,  contact: 

Dr  DePriest  Whye  (615)327-2700 
PO.  Box  871 

Nashville.  Tennessee  37202 


The 


DldckCollege 

Fund 
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Tongans  bring  life  to  old  church 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  —  Members  and  friends  of  the  new  Tongan  United  Methodist 
congregation  here  begin  their  two-mile  procession  from  First  UMC  to  the  newly 
refurbished  Tongan  church  building.  The  procession  was  led  by  the  50-voice  Tongan 
choir  and  teams  of  children,  youth,  and  adults  from  both  congregations  carrying 
articles  of  worship.  Leading  the  parade  with  an  eternal  flame  to  be  placed  on  the  altar 
are  Anauki  Anau,  Tongan  lay  leader,  and  Lanny  Myers.  First  Church  lay  leader. 

I’M  COMMUNICATION'S  PHOTO 


By  TOM  Me  AN  ALLY 
United  Methodist  Communications 
SALT  LAKE  CITY  (UMC)  -  The 
abandoned  60-year-old  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  in  downtown  Salt  Lake 
City  rose  like  a  phoenix  from  the  ashes  of 
decay  Sunday.  Sept.  17.  to  become  the 
home  of  the  denomination's  first  Tongan 
congregation. 

Sparkling  clean  and  magnificently 
refurbished,  the  building  welcomed  the 
200-member  congregation  and  many 
more  well-wishers  during  an  all-day 
celebration  and  Polynesian  feast.  The 
Tongans,  who  have  been  part  of  the 
membership  of  First  UMC,  officially 
organized  as  a  separate  congregation  on 
Pentecost  Sunday,  May  14 
Members  and  friends  from  First 
Church,  representatives  from  churches 
in  Utah  and  Colorado,  and  community 
leaders  joined  in  the  September 
celebration.  Guests  also  included 
officials  from  the  Free  Wesleyan  Church 
of  Tonga,  an  island  kingdom  which  is  80 
percent  Methodist.  Tongans  from 
several  United  Methodist  congregations 
on  the  West  Coast  and  Hawaii  were 
present  also. 

Following  a  worship  service  at  First 


Church,  the  50-voice  Tongan  choir, 
dressed  in  white,  and  pairs  of  children, 
youth  and  adults  representing  both 
congregations  led  a  two-mile  procession 
to  the  new  Tongan  Church  building.  On 
arrival  at  the  church,  a  new  cornerstone 
was  laid. 

An  overflow  crowd  stayed  for  a 
sumptuous  Tongan  feast  featuring  roast 
pig  and  turkey,  fish,  melon,  pineapple, 
cocoanut  bread,  cooked  bananas,  and 
dozens  of  exotic  dishes.  Tne  Tongans, 
noted  for  their  sacrificial  stewardship, 
refused  to  take  an  offering  to  help  defray 
expenses  of  the  day. 

Until  a  Tongan  pastor  is  appointed  to 
the  congregation,  probably  in  June,  First 
Church  Pastor  William  R.  Obaugh  will 
continue  to  serve  as  minister. 

The  Tongans  were  originally  brought 
to  Salt  Lake  City  two  decades  ago 
through  missionary  efforts  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints 
(Mormon).  Today  there  are  about  3,000 
Tongans  in  the  city.  Approximately  one- 
third  of  the  members  in  the  new’  United 
Methodist  congregation  were  once 
baptized  Mormons 

The  distinctive  dress  of  the  Tongans 
includes  knee-length  skirts  for  the  men. 


UM’s  urged  to  be  peace-makers 

National  consultation  tries  to  rekindle  interest  in  peace 


By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  -  "Peace”  -  with  a 
broader,  fresher  definition  and  a  wider 
base  of  grass-roots’  support  —  may  again 
gain  United  Methodist  attention  if 
leaders  "regrouping”  here  can  keep  the 
bandwagon  rolling. 

After  a  period  of  relative  quiet  on 
peace  issues  following  the  poor  showing 
of  the  1972-76  "Bishops'  Call  for  Peace.” 
new  definitions  and  criteria  for 


widespread  peace  education  were 
hammered  out  at  a  national  consultation 
here  last  week  by  approximately  50 
persons.  Representatives  from  the  five 
jurisdictions  included  Christian  educa¬ 
tors,  pastors  and  members  of  annual 
conference  boards  of  church  and  society. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  consultation  a 
call  was  issued  to  United  Methodists 
"under  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
covenant  together  to  order  and  reorder" 
their  lives  to  become  peace-makers. 


Church  called  to  aid 
women  in  crisis 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

ERLANGER,  Ky.  -  Battered  wives  — 
well  over  one  million  of  them,  by  one 
"conservative”  estimate  —  spell  crisis 
today  for  the  nation  and  the  church.  Yet 
domestic  violence  is  only  one  crisis 
facing  women  in  transition  —  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church  received  a 
clarion  call  here  last  week  to  meet  a 
multiplicity  of  women’s  needs 

Women  are  also  "victimized”  by  rape, 
widowhood,  desertion,  imprisonment, 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse  —  and  by  their 
lack  of  economic  and  political  strength 
At  every  level  of  need,  the  church  was 
urged  to  help  women  take  control  of  their 
own  lives  —  and  to  impact  a  system 
which  contributes  to  their  suffering. 

The  call  came  from  those  on  the  front 
lines  of  emergency  services  to  women  in 
crisis:  counselors,  social  workers, 
ordained  ministers,  church  and 
community  helpers.  They  were  invited  to 
lay  out  both  the  dimensions  of  the  crisis 
and  the  needs  for  church  ministry  at  a 
Consultation  on  Women  in  Crisis  — 
thought  to  be  a  first  for  any 
denomination  —  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
National  and  Women's  Divisions  of  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  dimensions  are  overwhelming,  the 
experts  told  a  gathering  of  board  staff 
and  members  and  representatives  of 
United  Methodist  Women.  Physical 
abuse  is  a  factor  in  22  percent  of  all 
middle-class  divorce.  An  estimated  50-60 
percent  of  all  marriages  have  suffered  at 
least  one  incident  of  physical  assault. 
Ten  times  more  rapes  are  committed 
than  are  reported. 

And  when  batterings  occur,  women 
frequently  have  nowhere  to  go  and  few  if 
any  financial  resources,  they  said 

To  help  such  women,  the  consultation 
called  on  the  church  to: 

•  aid  church  and  community  agencies 
already  providing  shelters  and  other 
services  for  women  in  crisis; 

•  educate  both  congregations  and 
communities  about  the  crisis  and 
encourage  them  to  offer  shelter  and 
counseling; 

•  publicize  "Hot  Lines”  and  existing 
shelters  for  women  who  need  them ; 

•  develop  support  groups  for  women  so 
that  they  are  better  able  to  cope  when 
crisis  occurs ; 

•  be  an  advocate  for  public  policies 
affecting  women; 

•  develop  biblical/theological  supports 
for  the  equality  of  women. 

Stressing  the  consultative  nature  of  the 
gathering,  National  Division  executive 
Lula  Garrett,  who  chaired  the 
consultation,  warned  participants  they 
were  not  there  to  set  program  for  the 
church.  Their  preliminary  findings, 
however,  will  be  reported  this  month  to 
both  divisions  of  the  missions  board.  In 
April  the  division  appropriated  $100,000 
.to  help  church-owned  womens 
residential  centers  focus  on  today's 
peeds  —  since  women  are  no  longer  using 
them  for  residential  care  —  and  provide 
peed  money  for  innovative  local  projects 
to  help  women  in  crisis. 

Throughout  the  consultation,  speakers 
warned  that  direct  services  to  women  in 
crisis  must  be  coupled  with  ongoing 
support  systems.  Charlotte  Behr,  a 
"feminist  therapist”  and  professor  at  the 
University  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans, 
stressed  the  need  for  "pre-planning" 
opportunities  for  women.  She  called  for 
forming  communities  of  women  with 
similar  needs,  so  they  will  be  able  to 
survive  their  crises. 

Ms.  Behr  defined  ’’crisis”  as 
"experiencing  an  event  which  cannot  be 


escaped  from  or  solved  in  the  usual 
way.”  Such  experiences  happen  not  only 
to  victims  of  battering,  rape,  incest  and 
substance  abuse,  she  said,  but  also  to 
those  in  poverty,  health  crises,  grief  and 
maturation  crises,  and  to  unmarried 
mothers,  divorcees  and  displaced 
homemakers. 

In  the  old  days,  she  said,  women  had 
extended  family  "sisters”  to  give  them 
support.  Today,  the  church  can  help 
them  find  similar  communities. 

One  such  community  was  described  by 
Daphne  Busby  of  the  Sisterhood  of  Black 
Single  Mothers,  Brooklyn,  N  Y.  The 
sisterhood  not  only  finds  emergency 
shelter  for  women  who  need  it,  but  also 
offers  ongoing  support  by  helping  find 
jobs,  child  care  and  other  services.  The 
key  to  that  group,  she  said,  is  that  "it’s 
something  we  join  and  then  care  for  one 
another." 

Grace  Rowan,  who  helps  staff  "A 
Woman's  Place,”  a  shelter  for  battered 
women  in  Richland,  Wash  .  told 
participants  that  women  in  crisis  cannot 
be  "simply  sheltered  and  then 
forgotten."  At  "A  Woman's  Place,"  she 
reported,  a  trained  volunteer  counselor 
continues  to  work  with  each  woman  until 
"she  has  taken  a  first  step"  toward 
controlling  her  own  life. 

The  battered  wife,  throughout  the 
consultation,  was  portrayed  as  someone 
who  lives  in  continual  fear  of  doing 
something  "wrong”  which  she  assumes 
has  brought  on  the  beating.  Invariably, 
speakers  noted,  such  a  woman  has  a  poor 
image  of  her  own  worth  Wife-beating  is 
not  new.  they  said,  but  there  is  a  new 
openness  today  —  and  new  opportunity 
for  helping  victims. 


Key  speakers  emphasized  the  belief 
that  they  are  not  starting  out  from 
scratch  because  church  members  have  a 
large  amount  of  peace  interest. 

The  Rev.  Tom  van  Loon,  executive  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  said  the 
Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  was  a  structural 
experiment  which  did  not  ignite  "a  peace 
movement”  but  many  of  the  concerns  it 
raised  were  continued  under  the  current 
missional  priorities,  as  well  as  other 
headings.  He  said  surveys  of  church 
members  in  1970  and  71  reported  peace 
was  the  No.  2  concern  in  a  list  of  10  and 
the  bishops'  call  in  1972  was  a  response  to 
that. 

"Peace  interest  during  a  war, 
however,  always  seems  to  be  only  in 
ending  the  war  and  not  in  building  a 
lasting  peace,”  noted  Dr.  Herman  Will,  a 
long  time  head  of  the  church’s  Division  ot 
World  Peace  in  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

The  need  for  the  whole  church  to  get  in 
touch  with  peace  as  a  concern  "was  the 
reason  for  calling  the  consultation  here, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Truitt  of 
Janesville,  Wis.,  chairperson  for  the 
World  Peace  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

"The  time  to  do  peace  education  is  not 
during  a  war,”  agreed  Carol  Cory  of 
Oaklawn,  Ill.,  who  has  headed  a 
taskforce  developing  peace  curriculum 
since  1973.  The  "Shalom”  materials 
which  have  the  blessing  of  the  church’s 
curriculum  committee  are  now  available 
for  all  age  levels. 

Concern  of  whole  church 

Ms.  Cory,  a  Christian  educator,  said 
she  was  impressed  by  the  need  to  make 
peace  a  concern  of  the  whole  church  and 
not  just  a  small  group  working  off  by 
itself.  She  believes  peace  as  a  Christian 
concern  extends  into  the  areas  of 
discipleship  and  evangelism  as  well  as 
mission  and  social  action. 

Broadening  the  definition  of  "peace” 
beyond  political  science  terms  —  defined 
only  as  the  absence  of  armed  conflict  — 
Richard  D.  Tholin  of  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary, 
Evanston,  Ill.,  outlined  a  Christian 
theological  definition  of  "shalom”  ithe 
Hebrew  word  for  "peace" ). 

Dr.  Tholin  said  shalom  as  conveyed  in 
the  Bible  means  "the  fullness  of  God’s 
creation"  where  deep  fractures  and 
splits  are  healed  and  where  mutual 
growth  is  possible  for  all  persons. 


The  seminary  professor  urged  church 
members  to  use  the  biblical  vision  of 
shalom  to  "unmask”  situations  and 
societies  today  which  may  make  noble 
claims.  For  example,  he  said,  Brazil  has 
the  fastest  growing  Gross  National 
Product  in  Latin  America  today  but  for 
quality  of  life  Cuba  far  outdistances 
Brazil.  He  said  tools  of  Marxist  analysis 
can  be  helpful  in  "un-masking"  or 
identifying  the  "blocks”  to  fulfillment  of 
the  vision  of  shalom. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  "block"  identified 
here,  however,  is  a  widespread 
sentiment  among  church  members  that 
they  can’t  do  anything  about  massive 
and  complex  world  problems. 

Overcoming  church  people’s  "victim 
image  of  themselves”  and  tying  their 
concerns  to  larger  issues  are  the  two 
primary  strategies  leaders  here  are 
depending  on  to  develop  a  broad-based 
interest  in  the  denomination. 

Less  issue  emphasis 

As  the  Rev.  Ebb  Munden  of  First  UMC, 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  put  it  during  a  workshop 
on  models  ol  peace  education,  "If  we’re 
talking  about  changing  people,  we  need 
to  put  less  emphasis  on  issues  and  on 
making  the  right  pronouncements." 

Referring  to  his  own  experience  in  the 
past,  he  said,  "I  was  trying  to  get  people 
interested  in  the  United  Nations  and  the 
B-l  bomber,  but  I  found  they  were 
concerned  about  getting  a  stoplight  at  a 
dangerous  intersection." 

Mr.  Munden  said  his  strategy  is  to 
listen  to  what  the  people  of  the  church 
are  concerned  about,  and  then  to  provide 
them  with  the  skills  a  community 
organization  needs  to  be  able  to  make  a 
difference. 

A  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Savior 
in  Washington,  D.C.  who  is  also  a  former 
official  of  the  State  Department  and 
consultant  to  the  Defense  Department, 
urged  a  strategy  of  starting  with  people's 
basic  concern  today  which  he  said  is 
"security.” 

Richard  J.  Barnet,  now  a  fellow  of  the 
Institute  for  Policy  Studies,  said  "one  of 
the  problems  in  talking  about  peace  is 
not  only  that  it  is  abstract,  but  that 
people  want  security.  We  need  to  take 
this  need  much  more  seriously.  Today, 
the  issue  is  not  disarmament  or  even 
peace,  but  security  —  how  people  feel  at 
a  gut  level.  Christians  need  to  examine 
the  bases  for  security  —  and  for  true 
peace,  he  said. 


People  in  the  news . . . 


Take  me  out  to  the  ballgame! 

The  ball  was  undoubtedly  "a  perfect  pitch,"  decreed  "Umpire"  and  UMW 
President  Pat  Hammer,  after  Bishop  Charles  Golden  threw  out  the  lirst  ball 
at  United  Methodist  Family  Night  Sept.  14  at  Los  Angeles  Dodger  Stadium. 
An  estimated  6.000  UMs  were  on  hand  for  the  event,  perhaps  the  largest 
church  gathering  in  the  history  of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Ticket  sales  totalling  nearly  $5,000  were  earmarked  tor  a  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  church 


Planting  the  seed  for  mission 

When  a  farmer's  wife  and  member 
of  Malta  UMC  learned  that  an 
Argentinian  family  was  coming  to 
spend  a  year  in  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference,  she  wondered  what  she 
could  do  to  help.  Then  she  thought  of 
onions.  It  took  Juanita  Roland  more 


than  four  hours  to  plant  800  onion 
seeds  and  600  plants  As  she  planted, 
she  prayed  Each  plant  represented  a 
prayer  for  someone  she  knows,  a 
missionary  or  a  thought  of  praise  "A 
beautiful  communication  developed 
between  the  Lord  and  me,"  she 
recalls.  Now  she’ll  sell  the  bags  of 
onions  at  a  fall  missions  banquet  at 


First  UMC.  Elgin,  and  give  the 
proceeds  to  help  support  the  Carlos 
Sabanes  family,  brought  to  the  U  S 
by  the  conference  Board  of  Missions 
"I  really  live  by  what  I  learn  in  my 
garden,"  Mrs  Roland  says.  "W'e 
plant  the  seed  but  God  gives  the 
growth." 

Will  justice  run  down? 

United  Methodists  tired  of  drinking 
"horribly  brown”  water  in  the  Star 
Junction  area  of  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  started  a  prayer  and  fasting 
vigil  Sept  3  and  are  still  at  it 
The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Higginbotham 
said  they  are  praying  for  a  just  and 
satisfactory  solution  to  an  appalling 
situation:  "not  only  poor  quality 
water  for  all  but  for  some,  no  water  at 
all.”  The  water  company,  which  has 
made  little  response  to  the  church  or 
community,  got  a  30  percent  rate  hike 
this  month  "That  was  less  than  they 
asked  for  but  more  than  we  thought 
they  deserved,"  the  pastor  said. 

So  you  want  to  be  a  bishop ! 

Black  pastors  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
were  warned  recently  to  "think  twice 
if  you  want  to  be  a  bishop."  Bishop 
Roy  Nichols  told  an  assembly  at  the 
Evanston.  HI.,  seminary  that  "you're 
mistaken  to  think  it's  the  highest 
office  in  ministry.  Bishops  don’t  wear 
halos  anymore;  it’s  a  rough  and 
lonely  job.  with  the  church  no  longer 
conferring  the  authority  to  lead."  He 
said  the  local  church  is  still  the  top  job 
in  ministry  and  local  pastors  have 
more  freedom  than  a  bishop. 


worn  with  traditional  western-style  suit 
coats,  and  long  dresses  for  the  women. 
Around  their  waists,  both  men  and 
women  wear  the  traditional  Tongan 
"ta'ovala”,  an  apron-like  wrapping 
made  of  woven  plants. 

A  tall,  large,  proud  people,  the 
Tongans  have  a  deep  respect  for  religion 
and  the  church.  They  are  known  for 
their  generosity  and  unhurried  lifestyle 

"To  Tongans,  the  church  is  their  home, 
their  pride  and  their  life  it  comes 
first,”  declared  Etuini  Kelemeni. 
director  of  the  choir  who  will  enter  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver  this  fall. 

"We  all  have  a  lot  to  learn  from  the 
Tongan  people,”  observed  the  Rev 
Lonnie  B  Johnston,  superintendent  of 
the  Grand  Junction  District  which 
includes  Utah  "In  addition  to  their 
gentle  nature,  they  have  a  spirit  of 
generosity  which  we  would  call 
sacrificial  or  second-mile  giving.  They 
respond  with  all  they  have  and  then 
more." 

The  Grace  Church  building  was  sold  to 
the  Tongans  for  $70,000  by  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference  with  a  loan 
which  requires  no  interest  for  10  years 
The  UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


assisted  with  $29,000  and  an  estate  from 
the  Ordway,  Colo.,  United  Methodist 
Church  provided  $5,000  The  Tongans, 
most  of  whom  work  in  unskilled,  low- 
paying  jobs,  put  $4,000  down  in  cash  and 
have  already  spent  more  than  $20,000  to 
renovate  the  facilities  The  roof  was 
repaired,  steps  resurfaced,  broken 
windows  replaced,  walls  painted  and 
panelled  and  floors  carpeted  The  entire 
lawn  was  sodded  and  an  automatic 
sprinkler  system  installed  by  a  member 
of  the  church  who  is  a  landscape  artist. 

When  asked  how  they  could 
accomplish  so  much  in  such  a  short  time 
with  so  little,  several  Tongans  gave  quick 
responses:  "God  provides." 

There  are  only  5,000  United  Methodists 
in  the  entire  state  of  Utah,  half  of  them  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  The  Rev.  J  Thomas 
Bennanzar.  mission  consultant  for  the 
Shared  Ministry  of  Utah  (Presbyterian, 
United  Methodist  and  Disciples  of 
Christ),  said  the  Tongan  church  will 
serve  not  only  as  a  spiritual  center  for 
the  congregation,  but  as  a  needed 
cultural  center  for  Tongans  throughout 
the  city.  It  is  located  in  a  neighborhood 
heavily  populated  by  Tongans 


the  church  today 


Applicants  sought  for 
journalism  fellowship 

DAYTON  (UMC)  -  For  the  14th 
consecutive  year,  a  study  award 
honoring  a  pioneer  in  religious  public 
relations  will  be  made  to  a  person 
engaged  in  religious  journalism  or 
planning  to  enter  the  field.  Such  persons 
are  invited  to  apply  for  the  award,  Ralph 
Stoody  Fellowship,  offered  annually  by 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

Dr.  Curtis  A  Chambers,  UMC  general 
secretary,  said  'the  fellowship  will  be 
$5,000  for  the  1979-80  academic  year.  The 
award  is  to  assist  the  recipient  in  doing 

University 
looks  for 
new  name 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

ANCHORAGE  —  Alaska  Methodist 
University  is  searching  for  a  new  name 
to  reflect  its  new  state-wide,  national  and 
international  mission. 

President  Glenn  Olds  has  appealed  to 
Alaskans  for  ideas  for  a  name,  saying 
"new  beginnings  call  for  new  symbols  to 
carry  the  weight  of  a  new  day  .” 

Dr  Olds  also  has  announced  a  $1 
million  campaign  for  each  of  the  next 
three  years  to  bolster  the  operating 
budget  of  AMU.  A  group  of  14  Anchorage 
business  leaders  have  pledged  $5,000 
apiece  to  back  the  addition  to  the  school 
of  a  vice-president  for  public  affairs  and 
development  who  will  manage  the 
campaign. 

Rowan  A.  Wakefield,  president  of  a 
Washington.  DC.  management 
consultant  firm  which  includes  fund 
raising,  has  been  named  to  the  vice- 
presidential  post. 

Enrollment  figures  released  for  this 
fall  show  166  students  including  32  full¬ 
time  first  year  students.  The  faculty  lists 
nine  full-time  professors  (with  two 
"visiting  professors"),  four  part-time 
and  six  adjunct  teachers. 

The  new  name  for  the  school  will  mean 
"healing  some  of  the  brokenness  of  the 
past,"  Stan  Henry,  director  of  public 
affairs  told  TM/UMR.  "We  regret 
dropping  the  name  Methodist’  but  we 
are  not  leaving  out  the  church.  The 
connection  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  very  real  and  appreciated.  We 
are  hoping,  however,  to  create  a  brand 
new  climate  to  go  with  a  whole  new  U.” 

Some  of  the  names  proposed  thus  far 
are  Alaska  Pacific  University, 
University  of  the  Pacific  Rim,  Alaska 
International  University  and  University 
of  the  North.  The  name  change  will  be  on 
the  agenda  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
meeting  Oct.  13-14,  Mr  Henry  said. 

AMU,  which  has  walked  a  financially 
rough  road  since  its  beginning  in  1960, 
finished  the  fiscal  year  last  July  with  a 
balanced  budget  —  only  the  third  time  in 
its  history,  said  officials.  The  university 
was  closed  during  1976-77  while  the 
Board  of  Trustees  held  a  series  of  intense 
discussions  about  AMU’s  purpose  and 
future  The  school  reopened  in 
September  1977  under  its  new  president 
of  three  months,  Glenn  Olds,  with 
approximately  75  students. 

The  Rev.  F  Thomas  Trotter,  Nashville 
executive  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  told  TM/UMR 
only  two  colleges  and  one  university 
carry  the  word  "Methodist"  in  their 
name.  "A  few  are  named  ‘Wesleyan'  but 
most  United  Methodist-related  schools 
are  named  for  places,  such  as  Boston 
University,  Willamette,  University  of 
Evansville.  Or  they  carry  the  name  of  a 
family,  such  as  Pfeiffer  College. " 

While  Dr.  Trotter  said  there  is  nothing 
sacred  about  a  denominational  title,  he 
said  he  would  encourage  AMU  to  come 
up  with  a  "missional  name,"  identifying 
the  thrust  of  the  church  with  the  purpose 
of  the  school. 
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graduate  study  at  an  accredited  school  or 
department  of  journalism  of  his  or  her 
choice. 

Applications  must  be  mailed  by  Jan. 
15.  1979,  to:  Dr.  Gene  W.  Carter,  United 
Methodist  Communications,  307  Fenway 
Drive,  Walnut  Creek.  Calif.  94598. 
Application  forms  and  other  information 
are  available  from  Dr  Carter. 

Ohio  seminary  is  site  of 
new  EUB  history  center 

DAYTON  —  The  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  United 
Theological  Seminary  here,  has  voted  to 
establish  a  Center  for  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  History  at  the 
seminary. 

The  purpose  is  to  encourage  study  and 
research  in  the  backgrounds  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  tradition 

Baseball  player  and  UM 
layman  dies  at  age  27 

LOS  ANGELES  -  Lyman  Bostock,  27. 
a  leading  player  for  the  California  Angels 
professional  baseball  team,  and  an 
active  United  Methodist,  was  killed  in  a 
tragic  incident  Sept.  23  in  Gary,  Ind. 

Services  were  held  here  at  the 
Vermont  Square  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Sept.  29. 

The  church  had  recently  honored  Mr. 
Bostock  with  a  banquet  to  express 
appreciation  for  his  commitment  to  the 
church  and  his  concern  for  young 
people 


Classified 


RATE.  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  pe. 
insertion  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
(  ash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contrac 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance 
Service  charge  lor  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion 


NOVEMBER  6  11-Day  Israel  November  8  16-Day 
Middle  East  with  Baghdad  and  Athens  November  12 
11-Day  Rome/Jordan/Israel/Alhens  February  13 
ll-Day  Egypt /Jordan/ Israel  with  Damascus  and 
Rome.  February  21  11-Day  Jordan/lsrael  with 
Athens  and  Damascus  Contact  World  Wide 
Christian  Tours.  P.O  Box  506.  Elizabethtown.  Ky 
42701  1 502  >  769-5900 


SUPERVISOR  OF  CENTRAL  RESEARCH 
responsible  lor  development  and  supervision  of 
market  and  general  research  related  to  publishing 
program  College  degree  in  Marketing  with  training 
in  math,  statistics  and  computer  programming 
application  of  statistics  and  computer 
programming,  two  to  five  years  experience  in 
marketing  research  and  experience  in  supervision, 
knowledge  ol  United  Methodist  Church,  and  ability 
lo  relate  well  to  others  Please  send  letter  and  resume 
describing  qualifications  to  Employment  Office,  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  201  8th  Ave  . 
South.  Nashville.  Tenn.  37203 


CARPETING  425  square  yards  Good  to  excellent 
condition  S2  00  yard  including  padding  Wichita 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ft  Worth,  Tex  Phone 
1 817 1  531  1001 . 534-0147  or  536-4607 


FOR  SALE  Church  pews  i8>  22  9  long  Very  good 
shape  Make  reasonable  offer  Epworth  United 
Methodist  Church.  Chickasha,  Okla  Phone  <405-  224- 
3320 


FOR  SA1JC  Model  84  Norelco  Dictating  &  Trans¬ 
cribing  Unit,  also  conference  record.  Ideal  lor 
minister  and  secretary.  Call  or  wrileSt  Mark  s  Unit 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Ml  Jnv.  Pa  17552  < 717 »  653- 
8588 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  and/or  Youth  wanted  by 
First  l  nited  Methodist  Church.  Broukhaven.  Miss 
Write  P  O  Box  358.  zip39601 


FOR  SALE  1970  4-dr  collectible  classic  Ford  T 
Bird  rear  hinged  hack  doors  i  Write  Box  829 
Baldw  in.  Kan  66006.  '913-591  3623 


SERENITY  WALL  PLAQUE  Antique  bronze  tone 
plastic  frame  displays  praying  hands  and  the 
serenity  prayer  Plush  velvet  finish  material  is  the 
background  for  the  metallic  finish  hands  and  prayer 
May  be  hung  on  a  wall  or  placed  on  a  shelf  or  table 
with  attached  easel  Size  7"  X  6S  Display  boxed 
$1  95  postpaid  Global  Products,  P.O.  Box  10321. 
Kansas  City,  Mo  64111 


SUPERINTENDENT/EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
needed  for  United  Methodist  elementary  school  and 
residential  treatment  facility  for  children  with 
moderate  behavior  and  family  adjustment 
problems  On-campus  residence  and  board  provided 
Administrative  experience  in  related  field  and 
rclerences  mandatory  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
Write  Sager-Brown  School.  Personnel  Committee. 
P.O  Box  197,  Baldw  in.  La  76514 


PRINCIPAL  Small  United  Methodist  elementary 
school  in  southern  Louisiana  Must  have  Master's 
degree,  school  administrative  experience 
Principal  s  certificate  desired  but  not  mandatory 
Candidate  must  be  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  black 
children  from  a  variety  of  backgrounds  and  must  be 
able  to  work  with  integrated  staff  and  board  of 
directors  A  challenging  position  in  a  school  on  the 
move  Salary,  approximatley  $10,500  plus  apartment 
and  board  Contact  Personnel  Committee,  Sager- 
Brown  School.  P  O  Box  197.  Baldwin.  La  70514  An 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


CHRISTIAN  EDI  CATION  AND  YOUTH  WORKER: 
Position  open.  Must  be  experienced  in  both  areas 
Contact  First  Untied  Methodist  Church.  P  (»  Box 
1317.  Bradenton.  Fla  33506. 
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Bible  scholar’s  road  to  fame  traced  to  lady’s  comment 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  When  William 
Barclay,  world-famous  Scottish  Bible 
scholar,  died  in  Februa  ,  TM/UMR 
ran  a  brief  note  of  his  death.  A  Florida 
pastor  asked  us  to  write  more  about 
the  scholar  since  Dr.  Barclay, 
through  his  books,  tapes  and  "Daily 
Bible  Study"  series,  had  helped  him 
—  and  perhaps  many  other  ministers 
and  lay  people  as  well  —  become  a 
better  preacher  and  student  of  the 
Bible.  The  following  article  is  by  a 
distinguished  journalist,  Trevor 
Holloway  of  Wiltshire,  England,  who 
wrote  it  at  the  request  of  TM/UMR. 

By  TREVOR  HOLLOWAY 
What  do  we  know  of  the  remarkable 
William  Barclay  —  author  of  more 
than  60  books  on  the  Bible  and  whose 
British  radio  and  television 
appearances  attracted  record 
listening  and  viewing?  And  how  did  he 
come  to  embark  on  his  series  of 
commentaries  which  have  circulated 
in  their  millions  around  the  world  — 
six  million  English  alone!  —  and  are 
to  be  found  from  archbishops’  palaces 
to  the  humble  homes  of  ordinary 


people  on  five  continents? 

A  man  who  knew  Barclay  as  a 
friend  and  writer  was  C.  L.  Rawlings, 
publishing  manager  of  the  Saint 
Andrew  Press,  Glasgow.  He  tells  of 
the  birth  of  the  Bible  series: 

"It  was  in  1953  that  the  then 
relatively  unknown  lecturer  in  New 
Testament  studies  at  the  University  of 
Glasgow  provided,  at  very  short 
notice,  his  first  commentary.  There 
was  no  indication  that  it  would  be  a 
precursor  of  a  full  series,  or  that  it 
would  be  selling  on  a  world-wide  scale 
a  quarter  of  a  century  later. 

"But  so  it  was,  and  within  six  years 
it  was  complete  —  an  extraordinary- 
event  which  even  pre-planned  series 
with  multiple  authors  and  the  full 
backing  of  fully  staffed  publishing 
houses  has  not  equalled.  His  work 
radiates  an  infectious  love  for  Christ 
and  mankind  and  his  simplicity  and 
directness  of  style  are  two  of  the 
reasons  for  his  great  success  and 
usefulness.’’ 

Another  close  personal  frifend  of 
Barclay  is  the  Rev.  James  Martin, 
minister  of  High  Carntyne  Church, 


Glasgow.  Indeed,  it  was  Mr.  Martin 
whom  Barclay  chose  to  revise  the  17 
volumes  of  the  "Daily  Study  Bible.” 
In  an  appreciation  of  his  scholarly 
friend,  Mr.  Martin  said: 

“I  believe  that  no  one  in  this  century 
has  done  more  to  communicate  the 
Gospel  of  the  New  Testament  than  he. 
This  was  mainly  because  of  his  unique 
ability  to  make  the  Bible  both  easily 
understood  and  extremely  interesting 
to  masses  of  ordinary  people.  True,  he 
was  sometimes  controversial.  But  it 
must  be  said  that  he  was  an 
incorrigible  coat-tailer,  for  he  dearly 
loved  a  good-going  argument. 

“Those  of  us  who  were  privileged  to 
know  him  as  a  friend,  not  only 
admired  and  respected  him,  we  loved 
him  too  —  he  was  a  very  lovable  man, 
full  of  humanity,  full  of  compassion, 
full  of  humor.  He  loved  telling  stories 
against  himself  and  these  are 
legend." 

An  incident  that  amused  him 
greatly,  Mr.  Martin  added,  was  when 
a  dear  old  lady,  imagining  him  to  be  a 
cleric,  approached  him  after  one  of 


his  successful  television  programs, 
and  said:  "Tell  me,  Dr.  Barclay, 
where  is  your  church?  ”  To  which  he 
replied:  "Oh,  I  don’t  have  a  church  at 
the  moment."  A  look  of  concern 
crossed  the  old  lady’s  face  and  she 
said  soothingly:  "Never  mind,  I  am 
sure  you  will  be  offered  one  soon.  ” 

"I  can  still  see  his  eyes  twinkling  as 
he  told  that  story,"  Mr.  Martin 
recalled.  "It  was  because  he  was  the 
man  he  was  that  we  loved  him.  It  is 
hard  to  believe  he  is  dead  —  but  then, 
he  is  not  really  dead,  is  he?  I  don't 
think  of  him  as  dead.  It  is  our  great 
loss  and  sadness  that  he  is  gone  from 
our  seeing  and  hearing,  but  he  is  still 
vibrantly  alive  and  his  influence  will 
last  as  long  as  time.” 

Another  close  friend  of  Barclay  is 
Ronald  Falconer  who  worked  with 
him  in  radio  and  television  for  many 
years. 

Dr.  Falconer  recalls  that  the  great 
man  claimed  that  his  unique  ability  to 
communicate  Christian  teaching, 
whether  in  print  or  on  the  screen,  was 
due  to  an  old  Scots  woman.  At  the 


time.  Barclay  was  minister  of  Trinity 
Church,  Renfrew.  The  old  lady  was 
one  of  his  parishioners,  living  alone  in 
a  humble  house.  She  became  ill  and 
for  a  whole  winter  Barclay  visited  her 
regularly  until  she  was  well  again. 

On  his  last  visit  she  said  to  him: 
“When  you’ve  been  here,  talking  to 
me,  and  sometimes  putting  up  a  wee  \ 
prayer,  its  been  grand  and  I’ve 
understood  every  word  you  said.  But 
man,  when  you’re  in  yon  pulpit  on  the 
Sabbath,  you’re  awa '  o’er  ma  head !  ’  ’  )'«*. 

The  great  man  was  so  disturbed  by 
the  old  lady's  candid  comment  that  he 
lost  no  time  in  radically  examining  his 
whole  teaching  and  preaching 
methods.  He  not  only  examined  them 
—  he  revised  them  drastically. 

When  we  give  thanks  for  the  life  and 
work  of  William  Barclay,  let  us  also 
remember  what  an  immense  debt  we 
owe  to  that  old  woman  of  Renfrew. 

She  was  the  link  between  scholarship 
and  communication.  Without  that  link 
Barclay  might  never  have  reached 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  ordinary  folk 
the  world  over. 


William  Barclay 
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Adolescence  of  persons: 
youth  ministry  problem 
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Communion  hymn  featured  in  dance 

FORT  WORTH.  Tex.  —  Theresa  Ortiz  of  Houston,  in  white,  and  Audrey  Jenkins  of 
Atlanta  dance  "Let  Us  Break  Bread  Together"  at  the  World  Communion  Day  service 
last  Sunday  at  Western  Hills  United  Methodist  Church  here.  The  two  dancers  are 
students  of  Jerry  By  waters  Cochran  of  the  Texas  Christian  University  ballet  and 
modern  dance  faculty  here,  who  is  a  national  innovator  in  the  field  of  liturgical  dance. 


If  ‘gays  ’  adm  itted 


UM  seminary  asks 
if  funding  threatened 


UM  ‘spirit  of  giving’ 
barely  alive,  says  exec 


NASHVILLE  (UMCi  -  American 
society  has  done  more  to  extend  the 
adolescence  of  persons  than  any  other 
culture  in  history’.  United  Methodist 
workers  with  youth  were  told  here 
recently  during  a  national  forum  on 
Youth  Ministry. 

The  Rev.  Clarence  H.  Snelling  Jr., 
professor  of  teaching  ministry  at  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver,  said 
adolescents  are  no  longer  on  a  "short 
journey' '  of  transition  into  adulthood. 
Marriage,  drivers  license,  military- 
service,  or  voting  age  are  no  longer 
recognized  as  rites  of  passage,  he  said. 

More  than  200  district  and  conference 
adult  coordinators  of  youth  ministry 
from  51  of  the  73  annual  conferences 
attended  the  forum  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization. 

If  adolescence  is  defined  as 
“apprenticeship”  or  “getting  ready  for 
something."  Dr.  Snelling  said  most  of 
today’s  adults  would  fit  into  that 
category.  He  cited  the  large  number  of 

Haitian  refugee 
rights  in  U.S. 
said  violated 

NEW  YORK  <  RNS  >  —  An  agency  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  announced 
:here  that  it  will  file  a  complaint  with  the 
[Organization  of  American  States 
charging  the  United  States  with  violating 
;the  human  rights  of  Haitian  refugees  in 
.this  country. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Division  of  Overseas  Ministries 
authorized  the  action  at  a  meeting  here. 

-  According  to  William  L.  Wipfler. 
division  human  rights  director,  deported 
•Haitians  face  possible  imprisonment, 
iorture  and  execution  because  they 
oppose  the  Duvalier  government.  “The 
Vnajority  of  Haitians  deported  by  the  U.S. 
cannot  be  located  by  embassy  personnel, 
land  several  are  known  to  have  been 
'jailed  or  killed,"  he  said. 

In  a  resolution  the  agency  added  that 
.3.500  Haitians  have  sought  asylum  in  the 
[U.S.  since  1972  and  of  that  number  all  but 
58  were  refused.  Estimates  have 
[indicated  that  upwards  of  30.000  Haitians 
[have  fled  to  this  country,  it  said. 

[  According  to  the  NCC  agency,  the  State 
[Department  has  maintained  that 
[Haitians  are  not  entitled  to  political 
[asylum  but  are  “economic"  refugees 
'seeking  jobs  and  better  living  conditions. 


adults  studying  for  second  careers. 

As  the  adolescent  period  is  elongated 
he  said  persons  spend  so  much  energy  on 
the  identity  problem  of  "Who  am  I?"  that 
they  postpone  asking  serious  questions 
such  as  "What  are  my  values  and 
commitments?” 

“The  needs  of  youth  today  are  precisely 
in  areas  where  we  as  youth  workers  have 
problems. ”  he  declared.’ 

“When  youth  need  identity  our  culture 
has  presented  confusion  and  the  church 
has  not  helped;  when  they  need  a  value 
system  we  have  offered  an  array  of 
unexamined  options;  when  they  need 
commitment  our  culture  has  focused  on 
personal  desire  and  our  church  has 
become  more  individualistic;  when  they 
need  community  we  have  fragmented 
and  segregated  our  congregations  not 
only  by  race  but  by  age  groups;  when 
they  need  a  sense  of  loyalty,  the  culture 
has  provided  apathy  and  cynicism.” 

The  task  of  youth  ministry  in  the  local 
church  is  to  present  a  growing  faith,  he 
said.  “We  are  called  to  intervene,  to 
prompt,  to  challenge,  to  stop  in  where 
youth  are  and  move  them  gradually 
toward  evermore  complicated  faith 
experiences.  The  faith  journey  is  a 
development  to  a  point  of  commitment. 

To  be  effective  members  of  the  church 
of  God.  he  said  youth  must  have  their 
.  own  faith  or  spiritual  journey.  To  enable 
this,  he  said  the  church  has  four  roles  to 
play:  (1)  “The  ‘communicator’ 

proclaiming  there  is  a  journey;  (2)  the 
‘inviter’  saying  ‘Come  with  us’:  (3)  the 
‘map-maker’  showing  a  way  to  move 
ahead  and  (4)  the  celebrator’  who 
declares  this  is  a  significant  area  of  life 
worth  celebrating.” 

Former  board  of  Discipleship  staff 
member  Charles  Courtoy.  now  a  pastor 
in  Tampa.  Fla.,  said  the  history  of  youth 
movements  in  the  church  indicates  three 
major  eras:  youth  “societies”  from  1880 
to  1935:  youth  “fellowships”  from  1935  to 
1960;  and  youth  “ministry"  to  the 
present  time. 

While  affirming  the  history  of  mission 
and  ministry,  he  said  the  youth 
movement  today  is  overlooking  the 
"salvation  questions,  how  a  person  be¬ 
comes  a  Christian. " 

“Any  new  future  will  have  to  deal  with 
that  question.”  he  said,  noting  that  non- 
denominational  youth  groups  with  a 
clearly  stated  answer  to  the  question  are 
growing.  “Youth  ministry  has  been  so 
nebulous  we  haven't  been  able  to  sell  it. 
We  must  come  to  a  new  integrated  idea 
or  principle  using  the  elements  of  the 
past.” 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Does  the 
admission  of  avowed  homosexuals  as 
students  to  United  Methodist  seminaries 
threaten  support  from  denominational 
funds? 

Saying  the  issue  needs  to  be  clarified, 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  President 
Jameson  Jones  has  refused  to  admit 
Lucius  Allen  Grooms,  Washington,  D.C., 
a  candidate  for  ministry  in  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
(MCC),  a  gay  denomination.  Iliff  is 
located  in  Denver,  Colo. 

Dr.  Jones  told  United  Methodist 
Communications  News  Service  that  he 
returned  Mr.  Groom's  application  until 
the  issue  can  be  clarified. 

The  13  United  Methodist  seminaries 
receive  major  support  from  the 
denomination  through  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund. 

Earlier  this  year  UM-related  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston.  Ill  .  refused  to  advance  two 
United  Methodist  students  after  they 
made  known  their  homosexuality. 

Dr.  Jones  said  his  action  was  prompted 
by  a  section  of  the  “Book  of  Discipline” 
which  prohibits  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  from  giving 
UM  funds  “to  any  gay'  caucus  or  group, 
or  otherwise  use  such  funds  to  promote 
the  acceptance  of  homosexuality.” 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Grooms,  Dr.  Jones 
said  Iliff  receives  more  than  $300,000  a 
year  from  the  general  church,  about  one- 
third  of  its  educational  and  general 
budget. 

“We  are  now  going  to  move  very 
cautiously,  until  the  denomination  can 
make  clear  its  stance  and  specifically 
make  clear  the  financial  implications  of 
that  stance  for  a  theological  seminary.” 
wrote. 

In  his  interview,  Dr.  Jones  said  the 
denomination  pays  more  toward  the 
education  of  a  seminary  student  than 
does  the  student.  “Now  where  does  that 


leave  us  with  the  ‘Discipline’9 ’’  he  asked. 
“We  think  that  needs  to  be  clarified." 

Exactly  who  will  clarify  the  issue, 
short  of  the  next  General  Conference,  is 
not  clear.  Dr.  Jones  is  president  of  the 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  Schools  which  is  expected  to 
deal  with  the  subject  when  it  meets  Nov. 
16-17. 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  said  it  is  the 
responsibility  of  each  seminary  to 
determine  its  own  admission  standards 
and  curriculum.  As  a  part  of  that  ongoing 
discussion,  he  said  the  subject  would  be 
on  the  agenda  of  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  and  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  this  fall. 

R.  Adam  DeBaugh,  Washington,  D.C., 
Social  Action  Director  for  the  Universal 
Fellowship  of  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Churches  has  sent  a  letter  of 
protest  to  Dr.  Jones. 

•‘While  I  recognize  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  refused  to  ordain 
open  gay  people  .  .  .  that  should  not  be  a 
consideration  in  reviewing  Mr.  Grooms' 
application  since  he  has  no  intention  of 
seeking  ordination  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,"  he  wrote.  “Allen  Grooms 
has  made  it  clear  that  he  seeks  a  good 
theological  education  so  that  he  may 
become  a  MCC  minister.” 

Mr.  DeBaugh  also  argued  that  a 
seminary  does  not  endorse  ordination  by 
graduating  a  student.  “A  school  of 
theology  exists,  it  seems  to  me,  to 
provide  a  good  theological  education.  It 
is  the  job  of  the  church  in  question  to 
decide  on  whether  or  not  a  candidate 
should  be  ordained.” 

In  his  letter  he  charges  that  by 
"bowing  to  what  may  be  an  economic 
necessity"  Dr.  Jones  has  violated  the 
Social  Principles  of  the  UMC, 
specifically  the  section  which  says,  "we 
insist  that  all  persons  are  entitled  to  have 
their  own  human  and  civil  rights 
insured  .” 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodists  gave  an  average  of  $109  to  the 
church  in  1976,  but  financial  drives  at  199 
local  churches  conducted  with  the  aid  of 
the  Office  of  Finance  and  Field  Service 
(OFFS)  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
the  average  giving  more  than  doubled  to 
$229. 

According  to  Executive  Secretary  C. 
Clifford  Sargent,  his  staff  of  28  helped  199 
local  congregations  and  nine  annual 
conferences  in  1977.  They  raised  $55.1 
million.  This  was  $1.5  million  more  than 
the  churches  expected  to  raise  and  $3.5 
million  more  than  the  conferences 
anticipated. 

Yet  Dr.  Sargent  is  frank  to  say:  “The 
spirit  of  giving  and  voluntarism  is  still 
alive  —  though  barely  alive  —  in  United 
Methodism."  He  drew  this  conclusion 
from  the  fact  that  average  giving  in  the 
9.8  million-member  UMC  was  $26  less 
than  the  average  for  12  major  U.S. 
denominations. 

“The  giving  of  United  Methodism  is 
second  from  the  bottom  —  only  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S. A.  ranks  lower  —  among  the  major 
Protestant  churches,”  he  told  the  annual 
meeting  of  Finance  and  Field  Service 
recently.  “Only  12  percent  of  our 
members  volunteer  their  services"  to  do 
I  fund-raising,  he  added. 

Campaigns  dwindling 

Nine  years  ago  OFFS  directed  421  local 
church  programs.  The  number  has 
dwindled,  Dr.  Sargent  said,  through  lack 
of  cultivation. 

“This  office  was  created  in  1929  to 
serve  the  local  church.  I  am  eager  for  us 
to  get  back  into  the  local  church 
business,”  he  said. 

Asked  whether  the  fee  charged  by  his 
office  perhaps  accounted  for  the  drop,  he 
replied,  “The  highest  fee  we  charge  any 
local  church  is  1.8  percent  of  the  money 
raised.  We  haven’t  changed  our  fee  in 
eight  years.  It’s  a  real  bargain.  In  fact, 
one  church  said  we  do  not  ask  enough  " 

Dr.  Sargent,  who  took  over  as 
executive  secretary  last  April,  said  he 
hopes  to  serve  at  least  250  local  churches 
in  1979.  He  admits  this  will  be  difficult 
with  the  present  staff,  since  six  of  the  28 
are  part-time  workers. 

Asked  if  all  fund  drives  must  be 
conducted  in  the  fall,  he  replied, 
“General  Conference  decreed  everyone 
must  go  on  the  tiscal  year.  That's  why 
everyone  wants  us  in  thefall.  'Butannual 
conference  programs  can  be  done  in  the 
January-May  period  “to  fill  the  gap.” 


Third  priority  for  the  office  is  institutions 
such  as  hospitals,  homes,  schools  and 
colleges. 

Asked  the  major  weakness  in  most 
local  church  fund  drives,  he  hesitated, 
then  said,  “The  timidity  of  pastors  to  talk 
about  money  and  their  failure  to 
cultivate  giving  habits  among  their 
people.  How  often  I  have  heard  a  pastor 
say.  That's  not  my  province.  I  don’t 
want  to  know  what  my  people  give.’ 

"But  a  pastor  can’t  minister  to  his 
people  adequately  without  knowing  their 
giving  habits.  A  person’s  giving  is  an 
indicator  of  his  or  her  spiritual 
temperature,”  according  to  the  National 
Division  executive. 

UMC  stance 
with  ethnics 
assessed 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  Celebrating 
its  tenth  year  of  existence,  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  heard  here  September  27  that  the 
church  has  come  a  long  way  in  its 
dealings  with  ethnic  minorities,  but  it 
still  has  a  long  way  to  go. 

Executive  Secretary  Woodie  W.  White 
told  the  commission,  “Perhaps  the 
greatest  challenge  of  the  denomination  is 
to  become  a  truly  inclusive  church  — 
expressing  the  racial  and  ethnic, 
pluralism  of  its  constituency  ." 

Among  the  changes  to  be  celebrated, 
Dr  White  noted,  is  the  fact  that  the 
church  is  no  longer  perceived  in  black 
and  white  terms,  but  that  other  ethnic 
minorities  have  representation  as  well. 

Goals  to  work  toward.  Dr.  White 
suggested,  include  increased  witness  and 
outreach  to  racial  and  ethnic  groups,  and 
continued  striving  toward  guaranteed 
representation  of  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities. 

At  its  business  sessions,  the 
commission  approved  a  method  of 
dealing  with  suspected  violations  of 
affirmative  action  policies  within  the 
general  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
church.  Should  the  problem  fail  to  be 
solved  within  the  board  or  agency,  the 
complaint  would  come  before  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race.  A 
hearing  committee  of  two  commission 
members  and  one  staff  person  would 
receive  relevant  information  and  make  a 
decision.  The  decision  could  be  appealed 
through  the  executive  committee  • 


Complete  this  new  Advent-Christmas  study  in 
just  five  sessions! 

Your  adult  group  will  want  a  special  study  for  Advent-Christmas, 
and  this  5-session  study  is  the  one  you’re  looking  for.  Preparing 
the  Way  offers  in-depth  study  of  Bible  passages  from  the  Old 
Testament,  the  Gospels,  and  the  Epistles  about  the  meaning  of 
Advent  as  a  time  of  preparation  for  Christmas.  Discussion 
questions  and  special  activities  lead  group  members  to 
self-evaluation  and  to  thought  about  the  wonderful  new  world  to 
be  ushered  in  by  the  birth  of  Christ.  Your  group's  study,  worship, 
and  celebration  of  Advent-Christmas  will  be  more  rewarding  with 
Preparing  the  Way. 
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Ministry 

amidst 
conflict 


Conflict  in  the  Middle  East  hos  left  o  greof  number  of  children  fofherless.  With¬ 
out  compensation  or  other  income,  mothers  most  often  ore  unable  to  support 
their  fomilies 

UMCOR.  working  through  the  Society  of  In'osh  El-Usro  is  ministering  to  mony 
of  these  children  UMCOR  Child  Support  funds  help  provide  core  for  these  boys 
ond  girls  in  their  own  homes,  instead  of  separating  them  from  their  fomilies 
in  on  institution. 

More  than  500  children  ore  owoiting  sponsorship  by  the  Society.  The  overage 
onnuol  support  cost  for  on  elementary  school  child  is  $500  Your  gift  con  help 
UMCOR  continue  its  ministry  of  love  ond  concern. 
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work  on  the  restoration  of  a  100-year-old  Victorian 
townhouse  which  they  have  purchased  less  than  one  block  from  Lafayette  Park 
UMC.  The  former  parsonage,  more  than  eight  miles  away,  is  being  sold. 

PHOTOS  BY  JAMES  STEELE 


United  Methodists  gathered  at  Lafayette  Park  United  Methodist  Church  to  tell  the 
city  of  St.  Louis  that  the  "church  is  here  to  stay"  in  the  downtown  area. 


Church  tells  city: 
‘We’re  here  to  stay  9 


ST.  LOUIS  —  Not  long  ago,  some  800 
United  Methodists  gathered  in  the 
city’s  historic  Lafayette  Park.  The 
event  was  an  all  day  urban  ministry 
celebration  described  as  "witnessing 
to  the  church's  presence  in  and 
commitment  to  the  city.” 

There  was  a  parade  to  the  nearby 
Lafayette  Park  United  Methodist 
Church.  A  brass  ensemble  played 
hymns;  multi-colored  balloons 
danced  and  darted  skyward. 

St.  Louis  Mayor  James  Conway, 
speaking  from  the  front  steps  of  the 
imposing  church  building,  welcomed 
the  crowd,  now  spilling  out  into  the 
Missouri-Lafayette  intersection. 

"There  are  a  number  of  Christian 
denominations  here  in  our  community 
and  each  has  its  own  expression  of 
concern  for  people  and  their  needs," 
Mr.  Conway  said.  ‘‘I’m  especially 
pleased,  however,  that  United 
Methodists  make  their  efforts  known 
very  explicitly  by  being  ‘urban’.” 

Next  came  the  words  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Robert  Goodrich: 
"We’re  here  to  celebrate  the  life  of  the 
church  in  the  city,”  said  the  episcopal 
leader  of  some  230,000  church 
members  throughout  the  state.  "The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  in  the  city 
to  stay  and  we’re  not  going  to  abandon 
the  suburbs  either.” 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  the 
denomination’s  leaders  reflected  with 
pride  on  what  had  been  a  successful 
event.  But  perhaps  no  one  felt  prouder 
than  the  Rev,  Thomas  J.  Raber,  who 
as  minister  of  Lafayette  Park  Church, 
served  as  host  pastor  for  the 
celebration. 

'  More  than  any  other,  he  knew  that, 
less  than  a  year  or  two  ago,  Lafayette 
Park  Church  would  never  have  been 
chosen  for  such  a  celebration. 

A  year  ago  —  an  aging  fortress 
When  Mr.  Raber  came  as  the 
congregation’s  pastor  in  June  1977, 
the  church  was  a  fortress  with  an 
aging  and  declining  membership 
entrenched  inside.  The  loyal  band  was 
made  up  largely  of  persons  who  had 
grown  up  in  the  Lafayette  Square 
area  and  who  drove  back  on  Sunday  to 
worship  in  the  church  of  their  youth. 

Up  until  a  few  years  ago,  the 
fortress  concept  represented  a 
sensible  approach.  One  of  the  most 
notorious  rooming  house  districts  in 
the  metropolitan  area,  Lafayette 
Square  was  the  epitome  of  urban 
blight  as  city  residents  fled  to  the 
suburbs.  Prostitution,  trash-strewn 
streets,  broken  liquor  bottles  and 
dilapidated  structures  were  the 
neighborhood's  main  characteristics. 

But  then  the  picture  began  to 
change.  Like  other  large  cities,  St. 
Louis  is  experiencing  reverse 
migration.  Young  professionals  began 
moving  into  the  Lafayette  Square 
area  —  impressed  with  good  real 
estate  values,  the  size  of  the  homes, 
their  rich  Victorian  history  and 
potential  beauty. 

While  the  UMs  had  managed  to 
hang  on,  the  250  or  so  on  the  church 
roles  (not  all  active)  were  still  a  far 
cry  from  the  late  1950s  when  the 
congregation  numbered  about  1,500, 

Recipe  for  renewal 

This  was  the  setting  that  greeted 
Tom  Raber.  Today,  the  46-year  old 
minister  is  engaged  in  a  campaign  to 
re-establish  the  church  as  a 
neighborhood  congregation.  It  hasn’t 
been  easy.  In  fact,  one  member 
capsulized  the  situation  in  "recipe" 
format: 

"Take  one  inner-city  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


"Add  15  years  of  justified  fear  and 
prejudice  against  the  neighborhood 
by  church  members. 

"Separate  the  members  from  the 
realization  that  the  neighborhood  was 
changing  for  the  better. 

"Mix  well  with  liberal  doses  of 
mistrust  aimed  at  the  church  by 
neighborhood  restorationists. 

"Place  in  a  closed  container  and 
allow  to  ferment.” 

With  a  relatively  modest  beginning 
of  about  30  new  members,  Mr.  Raber 
has  begun  to  turn  the  tide  even  though 
it  has  involved  "shaking  up”  a  few  of 
the  older  members.  In  doing  so,  he  is 
starting  the  church  toward  becoming 
an  integral  and  vital  part  of  the 
square. 

UMC  in  mainstream 

"One  reason  we  can  attract  new 
members,”  Mr.  Raber  said,  "is  that 
we’re  in  the  mainstream  of  Christian¬ 
ity."  Most  of  the  neighborhood’s 
churches  are  nondenominational  and 
fundamentalist,  he  notes.  "Many  of 
the  people  are  looking  for  a  religion 
that  is  intellectually  respectable  and -I 
think  we’re  able  to  offer  that,”  he 
states. 

A  key  element  in  the  turnaround  has 
been  to  increase  the  church’s 
visibility.  For  example,  the 
parishioners  use  the  street  entrance 
rather  than  coming  in  via  the  parking 
lot.  The  parsonage  family  began 
attending  neighborhood  functions, 
introducing  themselves  and  making 
their  presence  known  in  the 
community. 

A  church-wide  planning  retreat 
drafted  a  statement  of  the  church's 
mission,  which  called,  in  part,  for 
Lafayette  Park  UMC  to  become  the 
"backbone  of  this  community  and  a 
stabilizing  force  on  this  corner." 

In  more  recent  months,  the  impact 
of  the  church  on  the  neighborhood  and 
vice-versa  has  been  shown  in  many 
ways. 

Picnic  a  milestone 

This  summer,  the  annual  church 
picnic  was  held  in  Lafayette  Park. 
While  it  may  not  sound  like  a 
milestone,  it’s  significant  in  that  even 
a  few  years  ago  the  park  —  with  its 
prostitution  and  wine  bottles  in  brown 
paper  bags  —  was  a  place  where  no 
angels  trod  and  even  fools  shied  away 
from.  So  that  peaceful  Sunday 
afternoon  picnic,  with  good  food, 
fellowship  and  the  sound  of  children’s 
laughter,  was  significant. 

Lafayette’s  pastor  hasn't  had  to  do 
it  all  alone.  There  has  been  generous 
help  from  the  United  Methodist  St. 
Louis  Mission  and  Church  Extension 
Society  and  a  commitment  from  the 
church  at  large  to  ministry  in  the  city. 
Much  of  the  initial  impetus  came  from 
Bishop  Goodrich  who  continues  to 
take  an  active  interest  and 
involvement  in  the  work. 

With  Lafayette  Square’s  renewed 
vitality  and  visibility,  it  was  fitting 
that  the  recent  urban  celebration  be 
held  at  the  church.  In  its  long  history 
since  the  late  1830s,  the  congregation 
has  mirrored  both  the  worst  and  the 
best  of  the  urban  church.  As  United 
Methodists  poured  in  from  over  the 
metropolitan  area,  members  did 
indeed  have  much  to  celebrate. 

The  article  was  a  joint  effort  by 
Lafayette  Park  member  Linda 
Underwood,  St.  Louis  Globe- 
Democrat  writer  Pete  Faur  and 
Missouri  Area  UMR  editor  James 
Steele.  It  is  abridged  from  the  original 
which  appeared  in  the  Missouri  Area 
edition  of  TM /UMR. 


Spiritual  healing  gains  ground 


Phenomenon  spreads  to  ‘mainline’ Christian  churches 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Spiritual  healing,  a  phenomenon  once 
restricted  largely  to  hucksters  or 
esoteric  religious  movements,  is  now 
being  increasingly  experienced  in 
"mainline”  Christian  churches. 

Fostered  in  recent  years  by  the  growth 
of  the  interdenominational  charismatic 
movement,  spiritual  healing  services  are 
being  conducted  regularly  in  thousands 
of  churches.  The  phenomenon  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  physicians  and 
researchers,  many  of  whom  are 
proclaiming  that  they  are  open  to  the 
possibility  that  there  may  be  a  non¬ 
physical  aspect  to  healing. 

Father  John  H.  Parke  of  Rochdale, 
Mass.,  the  Episcopal  priest  who  is 
warden  of  the  interdenominational  Order 
of  St.  Luke  the  Physician,  says  there  is  a 
growing  awareness  that  "medicine  can 
only  treat  but  not  get  to  the  root  of 
illness.” 

Comparing  modern  spiritual  healing 
with  that  practiced  by  Jesus,  Father 
Parke  says,  "Christ  healed  lepers,  the 
blind,  the  deaf,  and  was  instrumental  in 
casting  out  demons.  Today  the  demons 
are  obsessions  such  as  alcoholism, 
gambling  and  emotional  disorders.  We 
can  help  deliver  people  from  those 
obsessions  —  their  fears  and  other 
troubles  of  the  spirit.” 

Modern  medicine  ‘materialistic’ 

Dr.  Edward  Aubert,  a  British 
physician  who  has  been  in  practice  for 
more  than  30  years,  feels  that  modern 
medicine  has  become  “too 
materialistic”  and  treats  people  as  if 
they  were  mechanical  entities  instead  of 
living  souls.  In  his  view,  a  doctor’s 
private  beliefs  affect  the  therapy  used 
"much  more  than  most  people  realize.” 

From  personal  observation,  Dr. 
Aubert  has  concluded  that  patients  who 
receive  the  religious  rite  of  laying  on  of 
hands  while  undergoing  proper  medical 
treatment  "do  very  much  better”  than 
others. 

In  a  recent  survey  of  books  on  spiritual 
healing  in  Christianity  Today  magazine, 
Karin  Granberg  Michaelson  found  that 
"the  most  significant  aspect  of 
charismatic  literature  on  healing  is  the 
conviction  that  sickness  is  evil  and 
inconsistent  with  the  intention  of  God 
toward  the  creation.  Sickness  is  the 
direct  result  of  the  Fall;  salvation  brings 
wholeness  and  health  if  we  but  ask 
through  prayer.  The  healing  miracles  of 
Jesus  and  the  disciples  ( are)  a  sign  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  ” 

Both  believers  and  skeptics  have 
suggested  that  more  research  on  the 
phenomenon  of  spiritual  healing  needs  to 
be  done,  and  some  criteria  established 


MEMPHIS  (RNS)  —  People  who  send 
their  children  to  private  schools,  which 
are  in  many  cases  church-operated,  play 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  Rev 
Kenneth  Dean,  pastor  of  Prescott 
Memorial  Baptist  Church. 

However,  the  Rev.  Wayne  Allen, 
pastor  of  East  Park  Baptist  Church, 
which  maintains  the  3,600  student 
Briarcrest  School  System,  says  church- 
run  schools  are  necessary  to  offer  morals 
and  values  essential  to  American  life 
which  are  not  presented  in  public 
schools. 

The  views  of  the  clergymen  reflect  two 
opposing  sides  of  a  debate  over  the 
church’s  role  in  education  in  the  past 
decade. 

"The  genius  of  our  form  of  government 
is  the  education  of  the  masses  of  people 
in  a  common  school  system,”  Mr.  Dean 
said.  "I  think  people  who  support  private 
schools  in  lieu  of  public  education  are 
subversive.  They  are  playing  directly 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Allen  said  church  schools  existed 
in  this  country  long  before  public 
education  began.  Many  of  the  country’s 

‘Diner’  temple 
becomes  legal 
church  in  Maine 

WELLS,  Me.  (RNS)  -  The  "Temple  of 
Bacchus”  which  will  feature  a  six-days- 
a-week  "feast”  for  member  diners  has 
won  recognition  as  an  independent 
church  by  the  State  of  Maine. 

Deputy  Secretary  of  State  Doris  Hayes 
of  Maine  has  confirmed  that  the 
necessary  papers  have  been  filed  and  the 
temple  now  has  the  legal  status  of  an 
independent  church. 

As  a  consequence,  the  $15-a-head 
"feast”  will  allow  member  diners  to 
write  dinner  off  as  a  tax  deductible 
donation. 

The  temple  is  affiliated  with  the 
Universal  Life  Church,  a  much  discussed 
agency  which  ordains  clergy  by  mail. 

Bishop  H.  Carlisle  Estes  said  the  idea 
of  serving  feasts  in  the  Temple  of 
Bacchus  six  nights  a  week  came  in  a 
"divine  revelation"  shortly  after  the 
town  had  barred  establishment  of  a 
restaurant. 

"We  feast  six  nights  a  week  and  fast 
one  day  for  the  good  of  the  body  and 
soul,"  the  bishop  reported. 

He  also  reported  that  the  temple  has 
100  practitioners. 


Christianity  Today  called  for  the 
formation  of  an  independent  agency  to 
evaluate  reports  of  such  healings. 

"The  time  is  ripe  for  such  a  move,"  the 
magazine  commented.  "So  many  stories 
of  healing  are  being  circulated  that  many 
people  are  inclined  to  disbelieve  all  of 
them  They  are  understandably  skeptical 
if  they  see  a  new  miracle’  on  television 
every  day.  Responsible  leaders  of  the 
groups  that  circulate  these  reports  could 
now  show  their  good  faith  to  the  rest  of 
the  evangelical  community  by 
establishing  a  certification  agency." 

Why  not  all  the  time? 

But  the  question  remains:  If  there  is 


great  leaders  were  products  of  private 
education,  he  added 

"A  basic  principle  for  the  freedom  of 
our  country  is  alternatives,"  Mr.  Allen 
said.  "The  places  you  find  there  are  no 
alternatives  to  government  controlled 
education  are  in  non-democratic 
countries.  We  are  not  in  opposition  to 
public  schools,  we  re  an  alternative." 

Mr.  Allen  said  the  big  difference 
between  public  schools  and  church-run 
schools  is  the  emphasis  on  Christian 
values. 

"The  approach  is  from  a  different 
philosophy,"  he  said.  "We  teach  morals 
in  school.  What  I'm  seeing  different  is 
discipline.  The  public  schools  because  of 
requirements  placed  on  them,  can’t 
discipline." 

Both  men  agree  the  church  should 
provide  a  foundation  for  a  home  life  that 
encourages  youngsters  to  grow  into 
contributing  members  of  society.  But 
Mr.  Dean  said  private  schools  are  often 
used  by  parents  to  provide  discipline  not 
given  at  home. 

Mr.  Allen  said  he  believes  church-run 
private  schools  actually  reinforce  family 
discipline.  "The  primary  responsibility 
for  children  is  the  parent,  not  the  state." 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  mother  has  just  died  and  left  my 
father  all  alone.  I  believe  sincerely  that  a 
Christian  must  “honor  his  father  and 
mother"  in  all  ways.  Because  I  believe 
that  way  I  want  to  take  my  father  into  my 
home  and  take  care  of  him  the  rest  of  his 
days.  The  problem  is  my  husband.  He 
goes  bananas  when  he  is  around  my 
father  just  because  my  father  is  a  bit 
senile  and  repeats  everything  several 
times  over.  You  answer  him  one  minute 
and  the  next  minute  he  asks  the  same 
question. 

I  figure  that  it  is  annoying  but  that 
maybe  we  will  be  that  \l>ay  some  day,  too. 

I  told  my  husband  he  was  not  letting  me 

be  a  good  Christian  if  he  won’t  let  me 

take  care  of  my  dad.  He  says  I'll  drive 

him  out  of  his  own  house.  I'm  worried 

sick. 

Upset 

Dear  Upset: 

Surely  you  do  not  honor  your  father  by 
breaking  up  your  own  home  and 
marriage.  Be  patient  and  perhaps  some 

day  your  husband  will  agree  with  your 
plan.  Would  he  agree  now  that  your 


such  a  thing  as  spiritual  healing,  why 
doesn’t  it  occur  all  the  time? 

Father  Francis  MacNutt,  a  Dominican 
priest  and  well  known  practitioner  of 
spiritual  healing,  gave  what  he  described 
as  11  reasons  why  healing  may  not  be 
occurring  in  a  specific  case  in  his  1974 
book  entitled,  "Healing."  Among  these 
reasons  were  lack  of  faith  on  the  part  of 
the  healer,  lack  of  specific  prayer,  faulty 
diagnosis  and  refusal  to  see  medicine  as 
a  way  God  heals. 

The  last  point  is  one  which  has  hit 
home  with  several  practitioners  of 
spiritual  healing  Evangelist  Oral 
Roberts,  a  United  Methodist  who  has  had 
a  ministry  of  healing  for  several 


One  of  the  stronger  criticisms  of 
private  schools  in  recent  years  has  been 
that  they  are  used  by  some  parents  as  a 
means  of  avoiding  sending  children  to 
integrated  schools  or  to  avoid  busing. 

Mr.  Allen  admitted  that  he  cannot 
swear  by  the  motives  of  all  the  families 
sending  children  to  his  school,  but  that  he 
sees  its  purpose  as  providing  a  Christian 
oriented  education  rather  than  an  escape 
from  integrated  schools. 

He  admitted  that  he  is  disappointed 
with  Briarcrest's  low  black  enrollment  — 
two  students  out  of  3,600  -  and  is  taking 
steps  to  increase  it.  However,  despite 
advertisements  on  black  radio  stations 
and  in  black  newspapers,  the  response 
has  been  low. 

Mr  Dean  said  an  end  to  Memphis’  five- 
year-old  busing  program,  turning 
instead  to  integrated  neighborhood 
schools  would  mark  the  end  of  many 
private  schools. 

Mr  Allen  again  disagreed  and  said 
that  an  end  of  busing  would  have  no  long 
term  impact  on  church-operated  schools. 
"Over  a  two-year  period  the  loss  would 
be  so  small  it  would  barely  be 
detectable,”  he  added. 


father  could  come  and  visit  you  for  part 
of  the  year* 1 * * * * * * *’  It  is  possible  to  honor  one's 
parents  by  finding  alternative  living 
arrangements  for  them  so  you  do  not 
have  to  feel  that  you  are  failing  in  your 
Christian  duty.  Sometimes  parents  are 
no  more  eager  to  come  to  your  home  than 
you  are  to  have  them  even  though  they  do 
not  admit  it.  Seek  out  some  counselling 
on  this  matter  from  an  objective  person 
—  a  pastor  or  perhaps  from  the  Family 
Service  agency  in  your  community. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 
"Dear  Deborah,  "  P  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas 
Tex.  75222 


Poem  of  the  Week  | 

Starting  Place 
By  L.  J.  STOUT 
This  world  can  be  bettered 
Only  if  first 

We  look  for  its  good  points 
Instead  of  its  worst. 


decades,  is  building  a  $100  million  health 
center  in  Tulsa  to  combine  medical 
expertise  with  prayer  Plans  for  his  City 
of  Faith  Medical  and  Research  Center 
include  a  hospital,  clinic  and  diagnostic 
center,  and  a  research  center 

While  scientific  studies  of  spiritual 
healing  continue  to  be  conducted,  more 
work  needs  to  be  done  on  the  theological 
aspects  of  the  phenomena.  Among  the 
few  denominational  documents  adopted 
on  the  subject  are  papers  approved  by 
the  United  Presbyterian  Genera] 
Assembly  in  1960  and  the  British 
Methodist  Conference  in  1977 

The  UPC  report  described  non-medical 
ministries  to  the  sick  as  "vital"  to  meet 
the  spiritual  needs  of  the  ill,  and  scored 
what  it  called  the  "failure  of  both  the 
church  and  the  medical  profession  to 
take  adequate  account  of  the  inspiration 
and  meaning  which  faith  in  God  brings  to- 
those  who  suffer  from  physical  and 
mental  illness  " 

That  document  also  noted  that  most 
New  Testament  references  to  the 
salvation  which  Christ  brings  "are  not  to 
restoration  of  health  in  the  sense  of 
physical  or  mental  soundness  or 
wholeness,”  but  rather  refer  to 
"deliverance  from  sin  and  death.  " 

God  the  ‘source  of  all  good’ 

The  British  Methodist  Conference 
statement  declared  that  "because  God  is 
the  source  of  all  good  and  all  salvation, 
the  church  expects  to  work  in 
partnership  with  all  agencies  promoting 
psychological,  physical,  or  spiritual 
health  for  individuals  or  communities. " 

It  added  that  "there  are  individuals 
who  possess  special  insight,  knowledge, 
faith  and  power  which  enable  them  to 
exercise  distinctive  healing  ministries. 
Other  individuals  may  receive  a 
particular  gift  of  healing  from  God  for  a 
specific  occasion.  All  these  gifts  should 
be  carefully  examined  by  the  church  to 
ensure  that  they  do  not  degenerate  into 
spiritual  or  emotional  manipulation  of 
the  sufferer.  " 

In  a  research  study  of  various  per¬ 
spectives  on  the  subject,  published  in 
the  journal  of  the  Spiritual  Counterfeits 
Project  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  researcher 
Linda  Coleman  comments  that 
"although  the  question  of  healing  may 
assume  a  greater  or  lesser  importance  in 
a  theologian's  scheme  of  things,  there  is 
hardly  anyone  who  would  make  it  a 
cardinal  doctrine  of  the  Christian  faith.  " 

At  the  same  time,  there  are  fewer 
cases  of  scientific  and  theological 
scholars  who  simply  reject  reports  of 
such  phenomena  out  of  hand.  The  issue  of 
spiritual  healing  —  whether  there  is  such 
a  thing,  what  it  is,  and  how  it  works  —  Is 
getting  more  serious  attention  today  than 
it  has  attracted  for  many  years. 


Stone  carver  to  retire 


WASHINGTON,  I).C.  —  Roger  Morigi. 
above,  master  carver  at  Washington 
Cathedral,  will  retire  when  this  sculpture 
of  Adam  is  completed.  It  is  scheduled  to 
be  installed  in  the  church’s  west  entrance 
soon.  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

‘Moonie’  newspaper 
booms  in  New  York 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  One  of  the 
unforeseen  effects  of  the  newspaper 
strike  here  which  began  in  mid-August  is 
the  sudden  expansion  of  The  News 
World,  the  daily  newspaper  founded  in 
1976  by  members  of  the  Unification 
Church  (’Moonies’i  headed  by  the  Rev. 
Sun  Myung  Moon 

The  News  World  has  become  the  only 
"established"  secular  general  interest 
newspaper  in  the  city  with  the  shutdown 
of  New  York’s  three  major  papers  —  The 
Times,  Daily  News  and  Post.  Three 
"interim"  papers  are  being  published 
during  the  strike. 

Since  the  strike,  The  News  World  has 
increased  its  press  run  from  less  than 
50,000  to  400,000  and  expanded  its  number 
of  pages  from  24  to  32,  according  to  pro¬ 
motion  director  Larry  Moffitt.  He  says 
the  paper  is  selling  well  and  is  generally 
received  favorably 


May  I  have  your  autograph,  Mr.  Moses? 


TWENTYNINE  PALMS,  Calif.  —  It  was  the  Mojave,  not  the  Sinai.  And  it  was  Navy 
Chaplain  Gerald  Bruce  from  nearby  Marine  Corps  Base  and  not  the  original  Moses. 
But  it  was  a  great  learning  experience  for  380  children  and  105  staff  this  summer  as 
nine  area  churches  joined  the  base  in  a  Vacation  Bible  School.  United  Methodist 
that  can  be  used  to  determine  when  a  -Chaplain  Bruce  made  daily  appearances  as  "Moses"  in  the  school’s  theme, 
particular  instance  of  a  claimed  “cure”  "Adventures  with  Moses"  as  the  young  desert  dwellers  here  in  California  got  a  taste 
is  genuine.  In  a  1977  editorial,  of  the  Hebrew  children's  wilderness  experiences.  marine  corps  base  photo 

Baptist  pastors  disagree 

Church-run  schools:  pro  and  con 
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‘Dear  Deborah’ 

Where  does  Christian  duty  lie? 
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Methodist 

THE  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

Post  Office  Drawer  H 
Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 
Telephone  [318]  255-5020 
THE  METHODIST  HOME  VISITOR  is 
published  quarterly.  Cost  for  publica¬ 
tion  is  paid  for  by  The  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home. 


Children's  Home  Visitor 

FALL  ISSUE 

An  addition  to  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


MCH  Foster 


Family  Established 


Another  goal  has  been  reached  in  the  long-range 
plans  of  Methodist  Children’s  Home.  The  first 
MCH  foster  family  has  been  established  in  a 
residence  on  Highland  Street  in  Shreveport. 

Functioning  as  a  part  of  the  total  MCH  program 
the  foster  family  will  serve  children  who  no  longer 
need  intensive  services  provided  at  MCH  in 
Ruston,  but  are  unable  to  return  to  their  families 
through  no  fault  of  their  own.  MCH  employees  will 
serve  as  foster  parents  to  the  children  in 
residence,  enabling  MCH  to  provide  for  a  need 
that  has  developed  in  the  past  several  years 
according  to  Terrel  DeVille,  MCH  Executive 
Director. 

In  a  recent  interview  DeVille  said,  “Methodist 
Children's  Home  has  undergone  tremendous 
changes  in  the  past  decade.  We  are  finding  that 
most  of  the  children  now  being  referred  to  us  are 
not  orphaned  or  abandoned.  Instead,  most  of  them 
have  families  but  are  unable  to  live  at  home  with 
their  families  due  to  emotional  and  social 
adjustment  problems.” 

“Therefore,”  DeVille  continued,  “MCH  has  had 
to  develop  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  children 
and  families  experiencing  crisis.  As  soon  as  the 
child  and  family  have  worked  through  the  crisis, 
we  make  plans  to  return  the  child  to  the  family, 
and  most  of  the  time  this  can  be  done.” 
“However,”  he  said,  “there  are  still  a  few  cases 
where  the  family  situation  is  such  that  the  child 
can  not  be  returned  to  his  home.” 

"This  is  where  the  foster  family  program 
becomes  of  vital  importance,”  said  the  director. 
“Children  who  previously  had  no  alternative  than 
to  continue  to  remain  at  MCH  in  Ruston  can  now 
move  into  the  more  stable  family-like 
environment  of  the  foster  family.  ” 

“The  children  that  are  living  in  the  Shreveport 
foster  family  do  not  need  all  of  the  services 
provided  by  MCH  in  Ruston,"  said  DeVille. 
“Their  main  need  is  for  a  stable  environment  in 
which  they  can  continue  to  grow  and  develop.  At 
the  same  time,  these  youngsters  can  feel  as 
though  they  are  more  a  part  of  the  community 
than  when  they  were  in  the  larger  residential 
program  in  Ruston,”  he  added. 

The  establishing  of  this  foster  family  has  been  a 


hope  and  dream  of  the  MCH  board  and 
administration  for  several  years.  However,  it  was 
only  recently  that  funding  became  available  for 
the  program. 

Shreveport  was  chosen  as  site  of  the  first  foster 
family  residence  because  of  its  closeness  to 
Ruston  and  because  of  the  large  number  of 
children  and  families  from  the  Shreveport  area 
that  are  served  by  MCH.  “It  is  important  that  we 
begin  to  get  some  of  these  youngsters  back  nearer 
their  families,”  said  DeVille. 

The  Highland  street  residence  was  chosen 
because  of  its  large  size.  There  are  five  bedrooms 
Consideration  was  also  given  to  the  fact  that  the 
Highland  neighborhood  is  convenient  to  city  bus 
lines,  shopping  facilities,  and  Noel  United 
Methodist  Church.  “Our  foster  family  is  not  so 
different  from  any  other  family  in  that  moving 
into  a  new  community  they  need  a  church  to  be  a 
part  of,”  DeVille  said.  “We  felt  Noel  would  be  the 
kind  of  church  where  our  kids  and  staff  would  feel 
at  home.  The  church  people  have  turned  out  to  be 
a  tremendous  help  to  us,”  DeVille  added. 

The  Shreveport  foster  family  is  comprised  of  six 
children,  all  of  them  adolescents  as  are  most  of 
the  children  served  by  MCH.  There  are  four  girls 
and  two  boys,  once  again  reflecting  the  total  MCH 
population  which  tends  to  be  two  girls  for  every 
boy. 

The  staff  of  the  foster  family  consists  of  a  man 
and  wife  team  serving  as  foster  parents.  This 
couple  served  as  houseparents  at  MCH  in  Ruston 
for  18  months  before  moving  to  the  Shreveport 
residence.  In  addition  there  is  another  child  care 
worker  living  in  the  house  assisting  the  foster 
parents.  ,  bi 

The  foster  parents  have  one  child  of  their  own 
who  also  lives  in  the  residence.  When  you  begin 
counting,  you  quickly  find  a  total  of  three  adults, 
seven  children  and  one  dog  living  at  the  Highland 
street  address. 

DeVille  says,  "We  are  pleased  with  the  way  our 
family  has  become  a  part  of  the  neighborhood. 
The  neighbors  accepted  them  right  from  the 
start.”  “This  is  our  goal,”  he  added.  “We  want 
our  Shreveport  foster  family  to  be  just  one  more 
family  in  town.” 


Meet  Our  Foster  Parents 

John  and  Donna  Oswalt  are  not  too  different 
from  any  other  family  with  seven  children. 

However,  six  of  their  children  are  teenagers.  And 
to  make  things  even  more  unusual  John  and 
Donna  are  only  age  23.  In  addition  to  their  six 
teenage  foster  children  the  Oswalts  have  one  son, 

Bryan,  2lk. 


The  Oswalts  became  interested  in  child  care 
several  years  ago.  They  were  not  sure  they  could 
be  hired  as  child  care  workers  because  of  their 
age  and  their  young  child.  However,  they  learned 
that  MCH  might  hire  them  in  spite  of  these  two 
factors.  Therefore  they  applied  at  MCH  and 
began  work  in  March  1977. 

The  Oswalt’s  interest  in  child  care  work  was 
due  partly  to  Donna’s  experiences  being  reared  in 
a  large  family  and  also  to  John’s  involvement  in 
youth  work.  John  sang  with  the  Foundation 
Singers  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  a  group  which  entertains  schools  and 
other  youth  groups  as  part  of  a  drug  education 
program.  John  also  worked  with  CODAC,  a 
Shreveport  community  drug  abuse  program. 


While  at  MCH  Donna  and  John  served  as  child 
care  supervisors  (houseparents)  in  Everett  house 
for  girls.  John  also  served  as  transportation 
director. 

The  Oswalts  are  both  natives  of  Louisiana. 
After  they  married  they  lived  in  Pineville  and 
Natchitoches  while  John  attended  college.  They 
share  an  interest  in  music  and  crafts.  John’s 
macrame  can  easily  be  found  around  the  house  on 
Highland  street. 


“Residents  of  MCH  foster  family  sit  on  floor  as  foster  care  worker,  John  and  Donna  Oswalt, 

they  visit  with  (left  to  right)  Betsy  Eldridge,  foster  parents,  and  Bryan  Oswalt,  2.” 

PHOTO  BY  KEN  ACLIN,  SHREVEPORT  TIMES 


Noel  And  MCH: 

Partners  In  Mission 


Don’t  ever  underestimate  the  importance  of  a 
church  when  selecting  a  neighborhood  in  which  to 
settle  your  family!  The  importance  of  this 
familiar  advice  has  become  quite  clear  for  the 
MCH  and  its  Shreveport  foster  family. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  selecting  the  Highland 
neighborhood  for  the  location  of  its  Shreveport 
residence  was  the  presence  of  Noel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  area.  MCH  staff  felt  that 
Noel  would  be  a  church  large  enough  to  provide 
various  religious  opportunities  for  its  Shreveport 
family,  while  at  the  same  time  providing  the 
friendly  atmosphere  often  associated  with 
smaller  churches. 

“All  we  were  actually  seeking  from  Noel  church 
and  its  members  was  a  warm  welcome  and 
acceptance  into  their  community,”  said  MCH 
Executive  Director,  Terrel  DeVille.  “Instead,  we 
got  the  warm  welcome  plus  so  much  more,”  he 
added.  “We  are  still  overwhelmed  by  their 
response  to  us  and  our  kids.” 

Some  of  the  things  which  Noel  offered  the  foster 
family  besides  a  warm  “hello”  ranged  from 
major  appliances  to  everyday  housekeeping 
items.  Through  the  efforts  of  church  members  a 
refrigerator,  separate  freezer,  dryer,  and 
lawnmower  were  purchased  for  the  foster  home. 
Several  almost  new  appliances  such  as  a  console 
television  and  two  vacuum  cleaners  were  also 
provided. 

In  addition,  a  large  variety  of  cooking  and 
eating  utensils  as  well  as  a  supply  of  linens  were 


obtained  for  the  new  residence.  Church  members 
also  aided  in  the  making  of  draperies  and  the 
upholstering  of  furniture. 

Noel’s  associate  pastor,  A1  Trickett,  describes 
the  church’s  role  in  all  of  this  as  “the  spontaneous 
response  to  the  presentation  of  an  opportunity  for 
service.”  Noel  church  under  the  leadership  of 
senior  pastor,  Benedict  Galloway,  and  Trickett 
already  had  quite  a  program  of  community 
involvement  going  on.  Therefore,  the  presence  of 
the  foster  family  residence  in  the  neighborhood 
gave  the  church  yet  another  way  in  which  it  could 
serve. 

Rev.  Trickett  first  learned  of  MCH’s  plans  to 
establish  a  foster  family  residence  when  he  was  at 
MCH  in  April  for  a  seminar.  He  went  back  to  Noel 
and  mentioned  the  possibility  of  a  service  project 
to  the  church’s  adult  council.  "One  of  the  council 
members,  Mrs.  Martha  Guess  decided  to  get  the 
ball  rolling  for  the  foster  home,”  said  Trickett. 
She  enlisted  the  aid  of  fellow  church  member, 
Mrs.  Gloria  Sartor.  “Between  the  two  of  them 
they  soon  had  everybody  in  the  church  excited 
and  wanting  to  get  in  on  the  action,”  Trickett 
added. 

“The  story  of  Noel’s  involvement  with  our 
foster  family  is  a  good  example  of  the  church  in 
mission,”  said  Terrel  DeVille.  He  went  on  to  say, 
“They  (the  church  members  and  staff)  have 
welcomed  us  in  a  way  that  went  beyond  our 
expectations  and  we  will  always  be  grateful  to 
them.” 


Harvest  Offering  October  1 5 

Don’t  forget  to  remember  MCH  in  the  Harvest  Offering 
to  be  taken  on  Sunday,  October  15.  The  MCH  foster 
family  as  well  as  the  entire  MCH  program  depends 
upon  your  support. 


CO  CD  O  I 

i  o  m 
to  x  z  r~ 
m  -h  l 

c  ^  m 

m  z 


'  -Fl 


7.6 
9S7 


Cl/v 


browsing  SHELF 

■0-/Vr~J 


not  TO  » 

on  * 

r,  •  i  1  \978 


'When  hunger  is  real,  it  takes  priority  over  almost  anything  else,’ 
said  Bishop  John  B.  Warman. 


(PHOTOS  BY  RAY  BRAXTON  > 


Missional  Priorities 


W  omen  To  F  ight  F  or  Racial  Justic 


United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
formally  joined  the  fight  against  racial  discrimination  when 
the  group  ratified  the  third  Charter  of  Racial  Justice  Policies 
at  the  September  22-23  UMW  conference. 

The  charter  declares  groups  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  work  together  to  “eliminate  all  forms  of 
institutional  racism  in  the  total  ministry  of  the  church  with 
special  attention  given  to  those  institutions  we  support, 
beginning  with  their  employment  policies,  purchasing 
practices  and  availability  of  services  and  facilities.  ’’ 

Another  goal  of  the  charter  seeks  to  “create  opportunities 
in  local  churches  to  deal  honestly  with  the  existing  racist 
attitudes  and  social  distance  between  members,  deepening 
the  Christian  commitment  to  be  the  church  where  all  racial 
groups  and  economic  classes  come  together.  ” 

Other  goals  of  the  charter  are : 

“Increasing  efforts  to  recruit  women  of  all  races  into  the 
membership  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  providing 
leadership  development  opportunities  without  discrimina¬ 
tion,  and  creating  workshops  and  seminars  in  local  churches 
to  study,  understand  and  appreciate  the  historical  and  cul- 


tural  contributions  of  each  race  tp 
nity.” 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women  affirm  the 
charter’s  statements  that  “God  is  the  creator  of  all  people 
and  all  are  God’s  children  in  one  family;  racism  is  a  rejection 
of  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  racism  denies  the 
redemption  and  reconciliation  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

“The  vote  of  this  body  (Louisiana  UMW)  refers  the  charter 
to  the  districts  and  the  local  units  for  ratification  and 
implementation  for  the  target  date  of  March  1,  1980  for 
national  ratification.  We  look  forward  to  participating  in  this 
opportunity,”  said  Amy  Ward,  Louisiana  UMW  Conference 
president. 

The  charter  was  developed  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  all  units  of  United  Methodist  Women  across  the  nation 
have  been  asked  to  study  the  charter  and  ratify  it  by  March  1, 
1980. 

“Such  ratification  will  constitute  a  commitment  to  work 
for  the  speedy  implementation  of  these  principles  and  goals 
within  jurisdiction,  conference,  district  and  local  units,”  the 
charter  states. 


Explained  At  Rally 


By  RAY  BRANTON 
Editor 

Over  600  persons  attended  the 
Missional  Priority  Rally  at  Dillard 
University  September  25-26  to  hear 
church  leaders  speak  on  World 
Hunger,  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  and  Evangelism,  which  are 
the  three  missional  priorities  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Louisiana 
Conference  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  was  host  for  the  event. 

Similar  rallies,  sponsored  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  are  being  held  in 
every  episcopal  area. 

Bishop  John  B.  Warman,  of  the 
Harrisburg  Area,  spoke  on  World 
Hunger,  and  Dr.  David  Flude, 
executive  secretary  for  UM  Commit¬ 
tee  On  Relief,  led  a  workshop  giving 
specific  ideas  and  resource  sugges¬ 
tions  for  those  who  sought  to  become 
involved.  In  his  address,  Bishop 
Warman  said,  “If  you  had  65  cities  the 
size  of  New,  York,  it  wouldn’t  hold  all 
those  who  get  so  little  to  eat  they  are 
substantially  malnourished.” 

The  hunger  priority  is  designed  to 
work  on  four  dimensions  of  hunger, 
the  bishop  declared.  These  are: 
“Better  means  of  production  and 
distribution,  examining  and 
discovering  the  root  causes  of  hunger, 
examining  and  changing  our  own 
lifestyles,  and  immediate  relief  by 
giving  food  to  the  hungry. 

"When  hunger  is  real,”  the  bishop 
concluded,  “it  takes  priority  over 
almost  anything  else  in  life.” 

“The  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
is  important  for  us  because  it  is  a  key 
to  the  integrity  of  the  church,  a  key  to 
a  new  future  and  a  renewed  United 
Methodist  Church,”  declared 
Michigan's  Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons, 
keynote  speaker  for  the  priority  on  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church.  Rev. 
Emanuel  Cleaver  II,  a  pastor  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  was  resource 
leader  for  workshop  sessions  on  this 
emphasis. 

According  to  Bishop  Ammons,  we 
need  to  build  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church  emphasis  into  the  existing 
structures  of  the  church  to  show  it  is  a 


long-term  commitment.  The  bishop 
called  for  “linkage  for  mission 
between  white  and  black  local 
churches  for  mutual  ministry.” 

He  urged  giving  to  ethnic  minority 
Advance  Specials  as  “a  means  to 
participate  personally  in  the  lives  of 
others.” 

San  Francisco  area  Bishop  R. 
Marvin  Stuart,  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  was  platform 
speaker  for  the  priority  on 
Evangelism,  while  Dr.  Ron  Crandall, 
on  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
led  the  workshop  group. 

“We  should  do  no  less  than  preach 
what  we  attempt  to  practice,”  Bishop 
Stuart  said.  “There  are  two  heresies 
blocking  effective  witness.  According 
to  the  first,  if  one  has  a 
saving  experience  and  the  desire  to 
proclaim  it,  action  is  unnecessary. 
The  second  says  because  we  aren’t 
perfect,  we  have  no  business  sharing 
the  faith  with  others.  Both  these 
heresies  are  wrong  .  .  .”  It  is  because 
Jesus  asks  for  a  specific  and  verbal 
affirmation,  the  bishop  concluded, 
that  we  need  to  proclaim  in  word  as 
well  as  deed  that  we  are  Christians. 


Dr.  Ron  Crandall  speaking 
about  priority  of  evangelism. 


Readers  Respond 


Got  Something  To  Say? 

EDITORS  NOTE:  One  purpose  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Newspaper  is  to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
readers  to  express  opinions.  Letters  to  the  editors,  opinions, 
statements  and  short  articles  can  be  printed  here  to  be 
shared  with  others  in  the  Conference.  Periodically,  as  you 
send  these  types  of  items,  we  will  print  them  in  the  “Readers 
Respond”  column. 

Never  Too  Old 


Dear  Sir: 

I  really  don’t  know  where  to  send  this, 
nor  to  whom,  but  I  would  like  to  tell 
someone  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
that  the  more  we  get  involved  the  more 
we  learn  and  grow.  We  do  not  always 
agree,  but  what  I  am  really  referring  to 
is  adults  in  Church  School  (Sunday 
School )  as  I  knew  it  50  years  ago. 

I  am  over  50  now,  a  mother, 


grandmother  and  great-grandmother 
and  I  still  enjoy  going  to  “Sunday 
School”  and  keeping  up  with  the  lessons. 
I  wish  our  younger  parents  could  see  the 
importance  of  this  training. 

Our  lessons  in  the  last  year  are  very 
good. 

Thanks  for  good  materials. 

Name  withheld  upon  request 


The  Gift  Of  Speech 


What  a  very  special  gift  to  mankind,  is 
the  gift  of  speech. 

To  be  able  to  verbally  express  one’s 
thoughts  to  another  is  indeed  a  priceless 
gift. 

A  vaguely  remembered  story  in  my 
fifth  grade  reader  comes  to  mind.  This 
story  portrayed  an  extremely  cold  day  in 
the  far  North.  On  this  day  every  word 
spoken  froze  as  it  left  the  speaker’s 
mouth. 

At  first,  the  phenomenon  of  lips  moving 
with  no  sound  being  heard,  frightened  the 
villagers. 

As  the  condition  continued,  it  became 
exciting  and  amusing  to  express  usually 
pent  up  thoughts.  The  only  silent  ones 
were  the  gossips  who  thought  “what  good 
is  it  to  talk,  if  no  one  hears.”  The  cloud 
finally  drifted  away. 

Then  the  weather  warmed,  the  cloud 


returned,  the  words  melted  and  were 
heard  by  all.  The  village  was  never  the 
same  after  that. 

Some  words  have  harsh  sounds,  some 
please  the  ear.  Arthur  Gordon  says: 
“Words  have  the  power  to  heal  or  hurt.  ’  ’ 
It  is  fun  to  compile  lists  of  pleasing, 
comforting,  inspiring  words  to  exemplify 
in  our  daily  lives.  Here  are  a  few  from 
my  list:  Abundant,  awake,  beloved, 
blessed,  caring,  comforting,  cherished, 
courageous,  compassionate,  concerned, 
encircled,  enriched,  endearing,  enfolded, 
ever  present,  faithful,  giving,  helping, 
kindly,  loved,  outgoing,  protected, 
remembered,  sustained,  sharing, 
understanding,  upheld,  uphearted  and 
underneath  “are  the  Everlasting  Arms.” 

Claire  Goldsmith 
Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge 
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Baton  Rouge  Church  Adopts  A  Village 


By  SUZANNE  JAMES 

What  do  we  at  University  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge,  have  in  common  with 
Gorthan  (pronounced  Gorton),  India,  a 
small  village  of  about  1200  people?  We 
are  sisters ! 

Although  we  are  separated  by 
thousands  of  miles,  we  have  become 
sisters  through  the  Village  Adoption 
Program  carried  out  by  the  Institute  of 
Cultural  Affairs.  The  ICA  is  a  non-profit 
international  research,  training  and 
development  group  dedicated  to 
comprehensive  social  and  economic 
development  on  the  local  level. 

The  Village  Adoption,  which  is  an 
Advance  Special  approved  by  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  provides  a  unique 
opportunity  for  the  local  UMC  congrega¬ 
tion  to  be  directly  involved  in  global 
mission  by  enabling  the  village  to  help 
itself  toward  social  and  economic 
revitalization  and  self-sufficiency. 

This  is  achieved  in  two  phases.  The 
first  consists  of  financial  support  of  $9600 
(only  6%  of  the  total  cost)  on  a 
decreasing  basis  over  three  years.  These 
are  seed  monies  which  provide 
assistance  with  administrative  costs  and 
capital  expenses  such  as  the 
development  of  basic  sanitation, 
nutrition  and  preventative  as  well  as 
curative  health  care  facilities. 


The  second  phase  of  the  program 
encourages  members  of  the 
congregation  to  go  to  the  village  as 
consultants,  visitors,  and/or  workgroups 
during  the  three-year  period  to  live  and 
work  alongside  the  villagers. 

This  face-to-face  show  of  concern 
instills  pride  in  the  villagers  over  their 
accomplishments  and  tells  them  that  we 
care  about  their  development  and 
decision  to  be  a  productive,  self-reliant 
community.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  a 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  facing  an  unprecedented 
situation:  Trying  to  respond  to  four 
major  disasters  simultaneously. 

The  Committee  on  Relief  is  responding 
to  Nicaragua  with  50,000  destitute  as  a 
result  of  civil  war,  to  India  with  its  10 
million  flood  victims,  to  Iran  where 
26,000  were  killed  in  an  earthquake,  and 
to  Belize/ Honduras  where  a  hurricane 
devastated  a  wide  area  leaving  60,000 
homeless  and  doing  extensive  damage  to 


creative  way  for  making  mission  and 
what  it  really  consists  of  come  alive  to 
laypersons. 

We  at  University  Church  hope  to  learn 
about  Gorthan’s  culture  and  problems 
firsthand  while  sharing  with  her  the 
benefits  we  receive  in  our  culture  from 
such  practices  as  good  nutrition  and 
hygiene,  education  and  cooperative 
agriculture. 

UUMC’s  Administrative  Board  has 
enthusiastically  accepted  the 


Methodist  property. 

The  Committee  on  Relief’s  share  is 
$500,000  and  it  is  sending  out  a  special 
appeal  to  Methodist  churches  across  the 
nation  for  help. 

Support  for  this  emergency  is  to  be 
designated :  Advance/UMCOR  Emer¬ 
gency  Relief,  Code:  982450-8,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027. 

The  Committee  on  Relief  usually 
responds  to  disaster  situations  whether 
natural  or  man-made  on  an  average  of 


responsibilities  of  this  covenant  with  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Gorthan.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  this  unique  challenge 
to  grow  in  Global  Mission  and 
understanding. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sonny  James  are 
Missions  Chairpersons.  Dr.  Lamar  E. 
Smith  is  the  Minister  of  UUMC. 

(Mrs.  James  is  a  member  of 
University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
chairman  of  the  Missions  Work  Area) 


about  one  disaster  every  ll  days. 

Some  of  these  disasters  are  headline 
news  while  others  in  remote  areas  of  the 
world  are  scarcely  noticed.  Whether  only 
a  handful  of  lives  are  affected  or  many 
million,  it  makes  no  difference  to 
committee’s  concern  and  immediate 
response. 

The  committee  acts  in  response  to  the 
divine  mandate,  “Inasmuch  as  you  do  it 
to  the  least  of  these,  you  do  it  to  me. ' ' 


EMERGENCY: 
Appeal  F or  Disaster  Areas 


Around  The  Conference 


Scriptures  For  Sale  At  Low  Prices 


Scriptures  are  being  sold  at  the 
American  Bible  Society  Scripture 
Courtesy  Center  located  at  the  Council  on 
Ministries  Office,  P.  O.  Box  4325,  100 
East  Kings  Highway,  Shreveport,  LA 
71104,  according  to  Ginny  Richardson. 
Resource  Librarian. 

Items  available  include:  an 
assortment  of  Bibles,  large  print 
Scriptures,  posters  and  coloring  books 
for  children  and  many  colorful  Scripture 
Selections.  Prices  are  surprisingly 
low!!!  Bibles  start  at  $1.90:  paperback 
New  Testaments  cost  65*  and  pocket  size 
Portions  are  only  6c.  Why  not  stop  by  and 
browse?  or  write  for  more  information? 

Several  items  available  include: 

CREATION  MOBILE  -  an  activity,  a 
learning  experience,  and  a  wonderful  do- 


In  Memoriam 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Lucy  H. 
Pfost,  mother  of  Mrs.  Adona  Cain  and 
widow  of  the  late  Rev.  H.E.  Pfost  were 
held  Saturday,  Oct.  7  at  Trinity  Church  in 
Ruston. 
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it-yourself  craft  item,  featuring  the  story 
of  Genesis  1:1— 2:3,  with  full  instructions 
for  making  the  mobile.  8 *  1 2  x  11  in.  Price 
$.27 

ABRAHAM  -  an  Old  Testament  story 
with  a  New  Testament  message, 
presented  in  a  big  8  4  x  11  inch,  32-page 
brightly  illustrated  cartoon  booklet. 
Price  .20. 

GOOD  NEWS  FOR  FRIENDS  AND 
ENEMIES  -  an  attractive  coloring  book 
and  a  Scripture  resource  you  can  use  to 
share  some  of  Jesus’  teaching  with 
children;  big  illustrations  appealing  to  a 
child’s  imagination.  Price  .32. 


Daughter  Arrived 

Rev.  Robert  G.  Rowland  and  his  wife, 
Glenner,  recently  announced  the  arrival 
of  their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Ann,  who 
weighed  in  at  7  pounds  and  5  ounces  on 
Sept.  16.  Rev.  Rowland  is  serving  as 
chaplain  at  the  Naval  Air  Station  in  Point 
Mugu,  Calif. 


Sept.  Christmas 

CROWLEY  —  Rev.  Doug  Williams  Jr., 
chaplain  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston,  was  the  guest  speaker 
Sept.  27  at  the  United  Methodist  Women 
of  First  UMC's  “Christmas  in 
September"  program. 

The  “Bayou  Belles”  of  Crowley  sang 
Christmas  carols  for  the  event.  The 
offering  received  was  given  to  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home.  Mrs.  Verna 
Marx  is  president  of  the  UMW  and  Abe 
M.  Conerly  is  the  pastor. 

Teachers  Honored 

RAYNE  —  On  Sunday,  Sept.  24, 
Centenary  UMC  observed  Christian 
Education  Sunday  by  honoring  and 
recognizing  its  present  and  past  Church 


School  teachers. 

Rev.  John  Downs,  pastor,  spoke  about 
“Christian  Education:  Growing  Through 
Caring."  A  report  on  the  work  of  a 
special  task  force  on  the  Church  School 
was  also  given. 

Welcoming  Kathy 

BATON  ROUGE  -  On  Sept.  24 
members  of  the  community  at  the 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  Louisiana 


State  University  installed  the  Rev.  Kathy 
A.  Clark  as  campus  minister  intern. 

Rev.  Clark,  a  senior  at  Iliff  School  of 
Theology.  Denver,  Colo.,  is  a  native  of 
Monroe  and  a  graduate  of  Centenary 
School  of  Church  Careers.  She  is  an 
ordained  Deacon  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  UM  Church. 

Rev.  Clark  has  served  as  a  youth 
minister  at  First  UMC  in  Monroe  and 
Rayville  and  as  a  student  chaplain  at 
Confederate  Memorial  Medical  Center. 


Grand  01’  Opry  and  Hee  Haw  star  “Minnie  Pearl”  is  pictured  with 
a  group  from  First  UMC,  Slidell,  during  the  National  Clown,  Mime 
and  Puppet  Ministry  Workshop  held  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  August. 
Slidell’s  delegation  of  17  youths  and  adults  was  one  of  the  largest 
attending  the  event,  which  was  sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Communications.  Pictured  are  (left  to  right,  back  row)  Heather 
Stanley,  Madeline  Badon,  Sherri  Lefors,  Alice  Penney  and  Sandy 
Latimer;  (middle  row,)  John  Stanley,  Michelle  Badon,  “Minnie 
Pearl,  Bobby  Williams  and  Ron  Dauphin;  (front  row,)  Brian 
Rodgers,  Lewis  Hubble  and  Louis  LaBarge. 
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Role  of  Christian  peacemaker  is 
one  we  can’t  afford  to  neglect 


In  what  experts  call  an  increasingly 
dangerous  world  —  a  world  ridden  with 
the  threats  of  war,  nuclear  holocaust, 
terrorism  and  violent  crime  —  the 
possibility  of  being  overwhelmed  by  the 
enormous  task  we  face  as  Christian 
••peacemakers”  is  ever  present. 

How  can  individuals  effectively 
promote  peace  in  such  a  world,  which 
sometimes  seems  so  remote  from  their 
influence? 

While  there  are  no  perfect  answers  to 
the  question  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
“peacemaker,”  the  recent  United 
Methodist  consultation  on  peace  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee  (see  TM/UMR, 
Oct.  6)  offers  some  perspectives  we 
believe  are  important : 

•  Peace  is  not  simply  an  absence  of 
war.  Peace  is  a  state  of  existence  —  the 
biblical  vision  of  “shalom”  —  which  is 
integral  to  the  way  Christians  order  their 
lives.  It  is  not  solely  a  goal  for  which  we 
strive  in  international  relations,  but  is  an 
ideal  of  individual  Christian  living. 

•  Peace  is  not  the  exclusive  concern  of 


the  "peaceniks”  whom  we  have 
identified  with  the  "peace  movement”, 
but  the  concern  of  all  Christians.  Peace 
has  to  do  as  much  with  the  need  for 
wholeness  in  individuals  and  the 
individual  need  to  be  saved  from 
violence,  fear  and  insecurity  as  it  does 
with  decisions  made  in  the  SALT  talks  or 
by  the  United  Nations. 

While  the  traditional  peace  issues 
pursued  by  our  denomination  —  nuclear 
disarmament  and  scrutiny  of  military 
expenditures  —  are  still  vitally 
important,  we  welcome  the  call  for 
broader  understanding  of  and  support  for 
the  concept  of  peace,  as  outlined  in  the 
recent  consultation. 

We  believe  there  is  no  singly  more 
important  call  for  Christians  seeking 
service  to  the  world  through  new  life  in 
Jesus  Christ  than  to  become  living 
examples  and  advocates  of  peace. 

We  urge  each  United  Methodist  and 
each  local  congregation  to  consider 
seriously  what  it  means  to  strive  for 
shalom  in  our  lives  through  Jesus  Christ 
in  1978. 


‘Good  Samaritans’  are  integral 
part  of  the  human  perspective 


Nearly  all  of  us  have  heard  the  sermon 
illustration  about  the  woman  being 

mugged  on  the  busy  city  street  while 
passers-by  refused  to  “get  involved.  "  It’s 
an  updated  version  of  the  good 

Samaritan  story  minus  the  good 

Samaritan. 

To  hear  some  folks  assess  the  state  of 
humankind  today,  one  dould  quickly 

assume  that  the  world  is  made  up  of 
persons  who  pass  on  the  other  side  of  the 
road;  that  good  Samaritans  are  biblical 
folklore,  forever  lost  with  900-year-old 
men  and  whales  that  swallow  people. 

Those  who  have  grown  accustomed  to 
looking  at  human  nature  in  such  negative 
terms  might  do  well  to  read  newspaper 
accounts  surrounding  the  aftermath  of 
the  recent  crash  of  a  Pacific  Southwest 
Airlines  plane  in  San  Diego,  California. 

San  Diego  had  its  “good  Samaritans" : 

•  residents  of  the  disaster  area,  who 
came  to  the  immediate  aid  of  persons 
injured  and  who  later  joined  with  priests 
from  a  near-by  high  school  in  efforts  to 
cleanup  the  area. 


•  blood  donors,  who  flooded  local  blood 
banks  to  give  blood  for  the  victims. 

•  business  persons,  who  donated  food 
to  rescue  and  clean-up  workers. 

•  a  private  housing  developer,  who 
provided  emergency  space  at  low  cost 
for  homeless  survivors. 

•  entertainers,  who  organized  a 
benefit  to  raise  money  to  help  crash 
victims. 

•  an  exhausted  fire  unit,  which  had 
been  battling  a  forest  fire  for  three  days, 
virtually  without  sleep,  but  which 
nonetheless  made  a  detour  on  its  way 
home  to  help  deal  with  the  crisis. 

The  list  could  go  on. 

The  point  is,  “good  Samaritans”  are 
not  “biblical  folklore”  —  in  San  Diego  or 
anywhere  else.  That  is  something  worth 
remembering  next  time  we  are  tempted 
to  “get  down”  on  humanity. 

We  are  God’s  good  creation.  In  the 
midst  of  the  mistakes  and  shortcomings 
and  the  evil  we  sometimes  do,  it’s 
occasionally  good  to  add  that 
perspective. 


Church  sports  offer  opportunity 


The  World  Series  pennant  will  soon  fly 
over  the  field  of  one  professional  baseball 
team  and  the  baseball  season  is  over 
except  for  the  post-mortems. 

Earlier  this  fall,  a  smaller  group  of 
fans  cheered  during  another 
championship  series  on  Labor  Day 
weekend  in  Oklahoma  City  —  the 
national  1978  church  softball  playoffs. 
And  the  “Blacks,"  a  team  sponsored  by 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Oklahoma  City,  are  the  national 
champions. 

Post-mortems  are  now  in  order.  The 
conclusion  of  the  professional  and 
amateur  series  is  a  good  time  to 
remember  that  while  “take  me  out  to  the 
ball  game”  holds  the  same  old  magic 
season  after  season,  there  should  be 
important  distinctions  between  the 
objectives  of  pro  teams  and  church- 
sponsored  teams. 

We  would  suggest  that  since  athletic 
teams  sponsored  by  churches  are 
considered  a  part  of  church  programs 
and  involve  the  active  participation  of 
thousands  of  people,  young  and  old,  they 
should  receive  regular  and  careful 
evaluation.  There  are  values  that  should 
be  underscored  as  well  as  potential 
problems  that  should  not  be  overlooked. 
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First,  there  is  the  question  of 
distinctions.  Professional  players  are 
paid  to  win  games.  Period.  That’s  fine; 
persons  involved  in  competitive  games 
should  play  to  win.  But  at  the  same  time 
competitive  games  played  in  a  church 
context  should  involve  much  more  than 
trying  to  win. 

One  of  the  values  a  church  team  can 
offer  is  the  marvelous  opportunity  for 
youth  and  adults  to  play  side  by  side  —  an 
intergenerational  rubbing  of  shoulders 
that  gives  each  an  opportunity  both  to 
measure  up  and  to  size  up  what  being  a 
Christian  in  a  competitive  situation  is  all 
about. 

Then,  of  course,  the  values  of 
sportsmanship,  physical  fitness,  team 
spirit  and  giving  everybody  a  chance  to 
play  regardless  of  their  skill  need  to  be 
affirmed.  Commitment  and  dedication  to 
achieving  a  common  goal  are  still  other 
positive  values. 

But  there  is  a  worrisome  side  to 
church-sponsored  athletics  as  well.  One 
is  that  they  frequently  have  little  if  any 
relationship  to  a  local  church  other  than 
in  some  vague  "sponsorship” 
arrangement.  Teams  are  too  frequently 
recruited  first,  and  then  a  church  is 
found  to  sponsor  them  in  a  league.  This 
arrangement,  in  which  members  of  a 
team  have  little  or  no  church 
relationship,  is  usually  against  the  policy 
of  the  league  but  rarely  enforced.  It  is 
also  irresponsible  for  a  church  to  lend  its 
name  to  a  team  without  seeking  to 
integrate  members  of  the  team  into  the 
total  church  program. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  closed 
team  rosters.  In  some  cases,  a  group  of 
players  work  well  together  and  just 
never  let  anyone  else  become  involved. 

Overall,  problems  seem  to  arise  when 
the  values  of  the  church-sponsored  team 
become  the  same  as  the  pro  team  — 
winning  is  all  that  matters. 

Church  program  leaders  and  team 
sponsors  should  do  an  annual  post¬ 
mortem  on  the  values  their  church- 
sponsored  athletic  program  reflects. 
With  a  firm  interest  and  clear  motives, 
softball  can  continue  to  offer  enriching 
summertime  fun  year  after  year  for 
every  generation  within  the  church. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Grace 
UMC  in  Oklahoma  City  is  involved  in  this 
kind  of  evaluation  with  their  coaches  and 
teams. 

New  edition  welcomed 

With  this  issue  TM/UMR  welcomes  a 
new  local  church  edition  at  First  UMC  in 
Williamsburg,  Kentucky  (Kentucky 
Annual  Conference) . 

Each  week  about  200  subscriber-fam¬ 
ilies  at  First  UMC  will  receive  a  special 
edition  of  TM/UMR  with  their  own  local 
church  news  printed  on  the  front  page, 
annual  conference  news  printed  on  the 
back  page  and  general  church  news  and 
comment  printed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find  your 
edition  of  TM/UMR  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Is  church  for  members 


or  for  fulfilling  mission? 


Editor’s  Note:  The  following  letter 
was  sent  by  a  layman  to  the  pastors  of 
the  First  UMC  in  Canadaigua,  New 
York,  following  "Ministry  Sunday” 
which  was  observed  in  many 
churches  on  Sept.  17. 

Dear  Pastors : 

Congratulations!  Both  of  you 
resisted  the  temptation  to  note  the 
fact  that  this  past  Sunday  was 
Ministry  Sunday.  I’m  sure  that  other 
clergy  did  not  follow  your  splendid 
example. 

No  doubt  somebody  somewhere 
spiced  up  his  or  her  sermon  on  how 
tough  it  is  to  minister  these  days  with 
the  latest  statistics  from  the 
Minneapolis  survey  of  301  clergy.  The 
survey  revealed  that  four  out  of  five 
clergy  sometimes  experience  feelings 
of  futility  (shocking!)  and  that  nine 
out  of  ten  suffer  from  stress  due  to 
problems  with  parishioners  (side 
note :  one  out  of  ten  clergy  are  chronic 
liars),  and  finally,  the  surprising  news 
that  people  feel  tired  after  working  55- 
hour  weeks. 

Dale  Dunlop,  dean  of  Saint  Paul’s 
Theological  School,  seeks  to  pop  the 
balloons  of  such  “woe  is  me,  isn’t  it 


great  that  I’m  such  a  martyr”  clergy 
by  asking,  “Does  the  church  exist  to 
care  for  its  ministers  or  are  ministers 
to  fulfill  the  mission  of  the  church?” 
Pop  go  the  balloons  and  pop  go  the 
souls  that  weasel  out  of  the  demands 
of  ministry  and  yet.  .  . 

I  dimly  remember  something  about 
the  priesthood  of  all  believers  and  I’ve 
heard  some  place  about  the  notion 
that  all  members  of  the  church  are 
ministers.  Is  there  not  a  sense  in 
which  we  care  about  “each  other’s 
woes”  so  that  the  church  does  exist 
for  its  ministers  (even  ordained 
ones)? 

Still  in  all,  Dr.  Dunlop’s  question  is 
a  good  one  and  ought  to  be  taken 
seriously.  In  light  of  the  above,  maybe 
the  question  really  ought  to  be,  “Does 
the  church  exist  solely  for  its 
members  or  are  members  to  fulfill  the 
mission  of  the  church?”  Any  church 
that  really  looked  at  that  seriously 
would  have  its  programs  shaken  to 
the  foundation!  Come  to  think  of  it,  I 
withdraw  my  congratulations.  You 
should  have  said  something.  In  God’s 
name,  you  should  have  said 
something !  Ivanhoe  Jones 

Canandaigua,  New  York 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


OCTOBER  13,  1978 


_  Here  I  Stand 

We  must  recapture 
our  main  purpose 

Bv  LOR  AN  G.  BERCK 


I  have  just  finished  reading  an  article 
in  the  May  5  issue  of  “Christianity 
Today”  entitled  “Evangelicals  ‘Up 
Front,  Suddenly,’  in  Uruguay.”  I  was 
astonished  to  learn  that  at  one  time  we 
United  Methodists  had  over  forty 
churches  in  Uruguay  and  now  have  no 
more  than  twenty-five  functioning 
churches  in  that  country.  Couple  this  fact 
with  the  recent  revelation  of  a  Christian 
church  that  is  alive  and  well  in  Hungary, 
I  am  forced  to  ask  myself,  "What  has 
happened  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church?” 

It  seems  that  in  both  of  these  countries 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  missed 
the  mark  of  Christian  stewardship,  let 
alone  commitment.  And  I  believe  this 
lack  of  involvement  in  “.  .  .  declaring  the 
wonderful  deeds  of  Him  who  called  us  out 
of  darkness  into  His  marvelous  light,”  (I 
Peter  2:9)  is  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg. 
We  have  opted  for  social  action  at  the 
expense  of  immediate  hope  and  salvation 
for  thousands  of  persons. 

The  thrust  of  our  United  Methodist 
Church  has  often  times  chosen  a  path  for 
which  it  has  not  done  adequate 
homework.  We  jump  quickly  to  aid  the 
socially  repressed  of  the  world,  but  fail  to 


give  them  the  meat,  let  alone  the  milk,  to 
nourish  them  in  the  midst  of  their 
struggles.  We  have  made  the  assumption 
that  social  action  is  salvation,  and  by  the 
world’s  standards,  we  are  correct,  but  by 
biblical  standards,  salvation  comes  at 
the  point  of  receiving  Jesus  the  Christ  as 
one’s  personal  Lord  and  Savior. 

In  Uruguay  and  Hungary  the  Christian 
church  is  growing  in  spite  of  the  political 
systems  that  run  these  countries,  and  it 
is  growing  expressly  without  the  United 
Methodist  Church;  that  is,  the  main  work 
of  proclaiming  the  gospel  is  not  being 
done  by  United  Methodists.  I  am  not 
disappointed  that  our  church  has  lost 
leadership  around  the  world,  but  I  am 
disappointed  that  we  have  lost  sight  of 
our  most  important  task:  enabling 
persons  to  receive  light  in  the  midst  of 
darkness,  hope  in  the  midst  of  despair. 
Making  disciples  of  all  nations  is 
something  that  our  United  Methodist 
Church  has  apparently  lost  sight  of.  It  is 
time  for  our  “iceberg”  to  be  melted  and 
to  begin  once  again  telling  the  world 
what  Jesus  has  done  and  will  do  for  those 
who  turn  to  Him. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Loran  G.  Berck,  is  pastor  of  Etna  and 
Fort  Jones  UMC  in  Etna,  California 
(Calif or nia-Nevada  Annual  Conference). 


UMC  needs  to  consider  handicapped 


To  the  Editor : 

I  appreciated  reading  the  report  of  our 
Task  Force  on  the  Church  and 
Handicapped  Persons  in  your  September 
15  issue.  And  while  it  only  quoted  a  short 
portion  of  the  first  draft  of  the  theological 
statement,  it  lifted  up  one  of  the  central 
issues.  However,  the  headline  is  -a  bit 
misleading.  It  implies  that  the  task  force 
is  addressing  itself  to  the  “society”  at 
large.  In  fact  we  are  attempting  to 
address  our  work  to  the  church  first  and 
primarily,  and  only  to  the  society  after 
serious  attempt  is  made  by  the  church  to 
clean  up  its  own  act! 

In  fact  the  society  at  large  has  already 
taken  more  steps  to  correct  injustice  and 
inequality  toward  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  than  the  church. 
New  federal  legislation  will  soon  take 
effect  which  requires  public  use 
buildings  to  be  made  accessible.  Yet  the 
church,  except  in  those  states  where  it  is 
included  as  a  public  use  facility,  has  only 
the  admonition  of  the  denomination  to 
make  new  facilities  accessible.  Our  task 
force  therefore  feels  the  church  needs  to 
be  the  “sensitive  one”  before  it  deplores 
the  attitudes  and  ignorance  of  the  society 
at  large. 

At  least  two  major  denominations  have 
already  taken  official  stands  to  include 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions  in 
the  full  life  of  the  church.  It’s  time  the 
United  Methodist  Church  did  the  same. 

David  L.  Severe 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
Conclusions  wrong 
To  the  Editor: 

I  disagree  with  the  conclusions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Task  Force  on  the 
Church  and  Handicapped  Persons  that 
because  our  society  emphasizes  physical 
and  mental  fitness,  we  regard  the 
handicapped  as  less  than  fully  human 
and  treat  them  with  avoidance, 
discrimination,  and  rejection  (TM/UMR, 
September  15).  That  is  faulty  reasoning; 
the  one  does  not  follow  the  other. 

Why  ought  we  not  strive  to  keep  our 
bodies  physically  fit  and,  at  the  same 
time,  offer  understanding  and  help  to 
those  who  have  been  given  less  physical 
and  mental  capacity  than  we?  Christian 
teaching,  indeed,  compels  us  to  do  that. 
Scripture  teaches  us  that  our  bodies  are 
the  Temple  of  God,  and  that  we  ought  to 
care  for  the  weak. 

For  several  years  my  wife  has  been 
teaching  mentally  retarded  adolescents. 
The  progress  many  have  made  in  both 
physical  skills  and  mental  learning  is 
significant.  At  the  same  time  we  both 
recognize  the  importance  of  keeping 
ourselves  in  good  physical  condition. 

Don  Utzman 
Hopkins,  Minnesota 
Clergy  divorce  different 
To  the  Editor : 

“Who  cares  about  clergy  ex-wife?” 
(TM/UMR,  September  8).  Everyone 
seems  to  care  to  get  the  latest  word 
whether  she  has  fallen  apart,  disclaimed 
her  faith  in  God,  become  involved  with 
another  man,  etc.  but  no  one  “cares” 
enough  to  respond  in  an  active  and 
supportive  way.  When  a  clergy  wife’s  life 
revolves  around  her  husband, 
homemaking  and  church-related 
activities  and  organizations  that  life  is 
suddenly  wiped  out  by  divorce.  Friends 
in  the  local  church  will  stand  by  and 
actively  help  in  many  ways  but  help  from 
other  clergy  is  very  limited.  Most 
approach  with  pity  and  general  snooping 
and  curiosity.  Some  even  said,  “How 
can  you  go  to  another  church  and 
worship  God  after  your  divorce?”  My 
answer,  “I  knew  God  long  before  I  met 
my  ex-husband  and  God  hasn’t  changed 
His  mind.” 

Don’t  push  me  and  insist  I  stay  right  in 
there  either.  Receiving  a  district 
newsletter,  conference  newspaper,  or 
publishing  my  new  address  may  not  be 
welcomed  because  I  am  no  longer  a  part 
of  the  “clergy.”  Instead  drop  me  a  line  of 
greeting,  or  call  me  on  the  phone,  have 
lunch  or  dinner  with  me  when  you  are  in 
town,  then  I’ll  know  you  really  care  and 
support  me  as  a  person  and  friend  in 
Christ. 


My  full-time  “clergy”  vocation  has 
been  taken  away  from  me  in  divorce; 
give  me  time  to  hear  God’s  direction  in 
my  life  as  to  what  I  can  do  as  a  full-time 
lay  person  in  His  church.  Sometimes  the 
hurt  is  so  intense,  some  healing  is  needed 
before  I’m  ready  to  meet  all  of  the  past 
as  a  layperson. 

My  ex-husband’s  role  continues  in  the 
ministry  with  familiar  acquaintances, 
activities  and  life  style  while  I  had  to 
enter  into  a  new  and  completely 
unfamiliar  way  of  life  alone. 

I  affirm:  reach  out,  accept,  support, 
invite  and  congratulate  the  “clergy  ex- 
wife”  because  she  is  tackling  a 
COMPLETELY  new  life.  God  is  hanging 
on  to  all  of  us,  we  cannot  survive  alone, 
we  need  each  other,  we  need  God  and  He 
needs  us  to  do  His  work. 

Clergy  Ex-Wife  in  Missouri 
(Name  withheld  by 
request) 

Where  was  Bible? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined  “  ‘Student’s  Sur¬ 
vival  Kit’  offers  aids  for  coping”  in 
the  September  22  issue  left  me  with  a 
feeling  of  complete  dismay.  In  the  11 
reading  materials  mentioned  for  the 
students  to  read  to  receive  help,  the  Bible 
was  missing. 

Why  was  not  Jesus’  truth  in  a  scripture 
given  instead  of  “Murphy’s  law”? 

The  greatest  help  in  every  student’s 
life  should  be  his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  the 
leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  daily 
reading  of  the  Bible. 

Mrs.  Dale  Hanshaw 
Raymondville,  Texas 

Coverage  disgusting 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  express  my  disgust  with 
your  September  29  coverage  of  the 
church  shootings  in  Akron,  Ohio.  Who  is 
supposed  to  benefit  from  such  “news”? 
Who  needs  to  receive  such  information  in 
their  church  newspaper?  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  an  excellent  reversion  to  secular 
macabre  journalism  that  pervades  our 
papers. 


WRV,  ESPECIALLY 
AT  THIS  &ASOH 
YOU  FAINT  SUCd 
BEAUT  IRJL  40EHER V 


THE  VAUUH6,  VAW- 
COLOREV  UANK  ARE 
A  GLORIOUS 
EXAMPLE  OF  THE 
MASTER'S  TOUCH 


PUT,  LORV,  MUST 
THEY  ALL  END  UP 


Must  a  church  newspaper  publicize  the 
works  of  the  flesh,  too?  (Gal.  5:19-21). 
My  morning  paper  does  a  good  enough 
job  of  that!  Does  Philippians  4:8  say 
communicate  the  disparity  that  glorifies 
the  devil? 

Understand  that  I  am  not  a 
conservative  isolationist  who  believes  in 
keeping  my  head  in  the  sand.  Secular 
journalists  find  it  easy  to  gloss  over  the 
problem  of  the  world’s  separation  from 
God  by  gratifying  the  public’s 
acceptance  of  glorified  violence.  But 
must  you  be  so  fashionable?  Present  it  as 
a  prayer  request,  not  food  for  depression. 

MarkM.  Adelmann 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Pluralism  accepted? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reading  the  article  reporting  on  the 
get-together  of  the  leaders  of  the  “Good 
News”  renewal  groups  on  September  21- 
22  (TM/UMR,  September  29),  I  was 
struck  by  a  seeming  inconsistency.  As  I 
understand  it,  “Good  News”  does  not 
favor  the  official  “pluralistic”  stance  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Nonetheless,  every  issue  listed  for  “Good 
News”  priorities  had  to  do  with 
increasing  pluralism ;  i.e.,  allowing  more 
choices  in  church  school  curriculum. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 
Pluralism,  finds  its  way 

to  a  taxi  in  Kentucky 

I  got  the  first  indication  that  something 
unusual  was  occurring  when  the  driver  of 
the  courtesy  car  from  the  airport  to  the 
Catholic  retreat  center  turned  to  the 
three  of  us  and  apologized. 

“I’m  sorry  we  have  to  put  the  ‘Good 
News’  people  in  the  same  car  with  you 
but  they  are  meeting  also  at  our  center 
and  we  own  only  one  courtesy  car,”  he 
said. 

“You”  meant  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  (CSRW)  who 
were  holding  their  fall  meeting  at  the 
Marydale  Conference  Center  in  Erlanger, 

Ky.,  a  suburb  of  greater  Cincinnati. 

Concurrently,  conveners  of  “Good 
News,”  a  caucus  of  United  Methodist 
“evangelicals,”  were  meeting  in  a  sepa¬ 
rate  section  of  the  conference  center. 

The  CSRW  members  quickly  assured 
the  driver  that  no  apology  was 
necessary.  “Good  News”  and  CSRW  are 
on  the  same  team,  they  said. 

Perhaps  so,  but  I  noted  a  high  degree  of 
suspicion  and  anxiety  in  each  group 
about  the  other  as  I  sat  in  on  the  sessions 
of  both  groups. 

Some  members  of  the  “Good  News” 
caucus  were  curious  if  all  the  women  in 
CSRW  were  feminists  and  why  males 
were  on  the  commission.  Status  and  Role 
persons,  on  the  other  hand,  asked  me 
what  the  “evangelicals”  were  plotting 
this  time. 

Neither  group  officially  acknowledged 
the  presence  of  the  other  group  except 
one  time  at  lunch  as  they  shared  the 
same  dining  room.  The  “Good  News  ' 
group  started  singing  the  Wesleyan 
grace  and  commission  members  —  who 


allowing  more  missionary  societies 
within  the  church,  etc. 

It  sounds  like  “Good  News”  wants  only 
a  pluralism  which  will  help  extend  its 
own  position. 

John  Robert  McFarland 
Hoopestotfrillinoisr'''  *  1 

Sermons  important 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  Sanford  Wylie’s  letter  headlined 
"Sermons  unavailable”  in  the 
September  22  issue  of  TM/UMR. 

I  must  agree  that  it  seems  a  great  loss 
not  to  have  Wesley’s  sermons  available 
to  those  who  want  them.  I  have  a  copy,  or 
a  book  titled  "Wesley’s  Sermons”  which 
is  one  of  the  Christian  Classics  Series.  I 
have  no  idea  of  the  year  in  which  it  was 
published,  but  it  was  published  by  the 
Nazarene  Publishing  House,  2109-15 
Treest  Avenue,  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 
This  company  may  no  longer  be  in 
business,  but  if  it  is  Mr.  Wylie  might 
obtain  a  reprint.  The  book  contains  what 
they  claim  to  be  Wesley’s  10  best 
sermons. 

I  find  these  sermons  just  as  true  and  as 
interesting  today  as  they  were  at  the 
time  they  were  delivered. 

Dozier  G.  Perdue 
Avinger,  Texas 


Clyde  Chesnutt 
were  finishing  their  meal  —  stopped 
eating  and  joined  the  singing. 

A  “Good  News”  layman  told  me  later, 
somewhat  wistfully  I  thought,  “I  wish  we 
could  have  gotten  together  in  some  way 
to  share  our  concerns  about  the  faith. 
That’s  so  needed  —  to  break  down 
barriers  and  unite  around  Christ.  ” 

While  these  two  groups  of  United 
Methodists  approach  many  issues  of 
faith  and  life  from  different 
perspectives,  I  found  it  encouraging  — 
and  in  a  way,  unifying  —  that  executive 
leaders  addressing  their  respective 
groups  claimed  comfort  and  support 
from  the  same  biblical  mandate  and 
tradition  of  the  church. 

Nancy  Grissom  Self  reminded  CSRW 
members  of  New  Testament  women  who 
in  their  struggle  against  the  odds 
contributed  to  the  faith;  and  Charles 
Keysor  argued  that  “Good  News” 
members  stand  in  the  grand  tradition  of 
the  Old  Testament  prophets  Amos  and 
Hosea. 

Ms.  Self  appealed  to  recent  stalwarts 
such  as  Sojourner  Truth,  Susan  B. 
Anthony  and  Harriett  Tubman  for 
inspiration  to  continue  the  battle  for 
women’s  rights.  Dr.  Keysor  pointed  to 
the  numerous  times  in  church  history 
when  God  raised  up  a  small  group  of 
believers  who  saw  renewal  of  the 
institutional  church  as  a  priority,  and 
who  “leaned  against  the  consensus”  of 
the  prevailing  culture  to  hold  fast  the 
traditional  Christian  faith. 

I  believe  both  groups  are  on  the  same 
team,  but  I  often  wonder  how  many  of 
them  —  or  us  —  realize  it. 

—  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


Money- 

a  universal 
language 


We  all  speak  it— understand  it. 
Even  the  church  uses  it  to  com¬ 
municate  the  Gospel.  In  this  and  90 
other  nations,  United  Methodist 
World  Service  dollars  speak  to 
people  through  missions,  evan¬ 
gelism,  education,  worship,  stew¬ 
ardship,  social  action,  minority  con¬ 
cerns  and  other  forms  of  Christian 
witness.  Each  World  Service  dollar 
speaks  of  your  concern  for  a  world 
desperately  needing  to  hear  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ. 

World  Service  Is 

people  serving  people. 


For  more  information 
on  how  the  annual 
$24,980,000 
World  Service  budget 
"speaks''  write: 

United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  Street 
Evanston,  III.  60201 
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With  hopes  for  a 
new  life  and  the 
best  wishes  of  the 
Rev.  Dick  Brewer 
(left),  an  Illinois 
parolee  leaves  the 
“Faith  Hope  Love 
in  Christ”  Center 
which  has  been  his 
temporary  home. 
PHOTOS  BY  KAII.KY 
SIMANTKI.  &  ASSOC. 


Parolees  find  haven 
in  prison  ministry 


PEORIA,  Ill.  —  “Faith,  Hope,  Love 
in  Christ”  (FHL  INC)  isn’t  just  a 
belief  —  it’s  a  haven  for  some  45 
parolees  of  the  Illinois  prison  system 
who  have  passed  through  its  doors 
here  this  year. 

The  FHL  INC  Center  —  a  halfway 
house  for  homeless  men  who  might 
otherwise  have  to  wait  weeks  or 
months  to  leave  prison  —  is  the  latest 
in  a  series  of  prison  ministries  offered 
by  the  Communities  Upholding 
Persons  (CUP)  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Illinois. 

Currently  housing  nine  men,  the 
center  provides  more  than  housing, 
however,  says  its  executive  director, 
UM  local  pastor  Richard  Brewer.  Its 
rehabilitation  program  is  available  to 
all  men  released  from  prison  —  as  are 
all  the  services  offered  by  CUP  — 
whether  they  need  temporary  shelter 
or  not. 

Those  who  do  come  to  the  center 
also  receive  pastoral  counseling,  job 
assistance,  other  financial  opportuni¬ 
ties  in  the  community  —  and  an  all- 
important  Christian  perspective  on 
their  lives,  Mr.  Brewer  reports. 

Supported  by  several  denomina¬ 
tions,  the  FHL  INC  Center  works  hard 
to  get  the  word  to  prisoners  that  help  is 
available  for  them.  It’s  one  of  the  few 
non-state-operated  places  for  male 
parolees  in  the  state  and  Mr.  Brewer, 
for  one,  would  like  to  see  a  similar 
center  in  every  county  in  Illinois. 

Launched  in  1975  by  the  Northern 
Illinois  conference,  the  CUP  prison 
ministry  is  now  sponsored  by  all  three 
Illinois  conferences  and  draws 
ecumenical  participation  as  well. 
Quite  simply,  it’s  a  person  to  person 
program  in  which  a  CUP  volunteer 
becomes  a  friend  to  a  prisoner,  says 


Wednesdays  and  Fridays  find  Dick 
Brewer  (right)  and  CUP  volunteers  at 
Peoria  County  Jail,  where  they  teach 
Bible  courses  and  hold  rap  sessions 
with  inmates. 

the  Rev.  Robert  F.  Fitts  of  Argenta, 
Ill.,  who  directs  the  Ministry  of 
Criminal  Justice  program  for  Central 
Illinois  conference. 

The  12  CUP  programs  now  active  in 
Illinois  with  some  475  volunteers  all 
have  three  goals,  he  says:  (1)  to 
spread  the  word  through  communities 
about  the  needs  of  prisoners;  (2)  to 
meet  needs  of  prisoners  for  financial 
aid,  housing,  clothing,  jobs  and  family 
assistance;  (3)  ongoing  support  — 
with  letters  and  visits  —  when  a 
parolee  returns  to  society. 

This  article  was  adapted  from 
stories  which  appeared  in  the  Central 
Illinois  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 


the  church  today 


Bob  Hope  joins  mass  media 
campaign  for  world  hunger 

EULESS,  Tex.  (UMC)  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bob  Hope  will  make  radio  spot 
announcements  this  Thanksgiving  on 
behalf  of  a  tri-faith  mass  media 
campaign  for  world  hunger. 

The  Coordinating  Committee  on 
Hunger  for  the  United  Methodist  Church 
agreed  here  to  alert  UMs  to  the  cam¬ 
paign  although  no  offering  is  to  be 
taken  in  local  churches.  Gifts  will  be 
encouraged  for  Church  World  Service, 
the  Protestant  agency  of  which  United 
Methodism  is  a  part  through  UMCOR 
(United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief), 
Catholic  Relief  Services  and  the 
American  Jewish  Joint  Distribution 
Committee. 

The  committee,  which  coordinates  and 
guides  the  1977-80  world  hunger  priority 
for  the  UMC,  gave  preliminary  approval 
to  48  programs  in  its  meeting  here  last 
month.  Programs  included  community 
gardens,  nutrition  education  and  action, 
hydroponic  gardening,  land  reform  and 
food  buying  co-ops. 

UMC  joins  friend-of-court  brief 
on  abortion  aid 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Fifteen 
religious  and  civic  organizations 
including  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  filed  a  friend-of-the-court  brief 
urging  the  U.S.  District  Court  here  to 
reverse  the  federal  policy  which  refuses 
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&ATE:  SO  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per’ 

insertion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
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THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 
Rockwall,  Tex.,  is  issuing  $1,000,000  in  bonds  through 
the  Texas  Methodist  Development  Fund  Bond  Plan. 
Rates:  8%.  8'*%,  9%.  Denominations  of:  $250,  $500; 
$1,000,  $2,000;  $5,000;  $10,000.  Maturity  date:  1  to  15'* 
years.  For  information  or  an  offering  circular 
contact:  Rev  Walter  L.  Zimmerman,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  158,  Rockwall,  Tex 
75087.  Phone  (214)  722-5500. 


ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PASTOR  —  emphasis  cn 

education,  youth,  programming;  resume, 
references,  picture.  Gulf  Breeze  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  338,  Gulf  Breeze,  Fla  32561 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION,  with  emphasis  on 

youth  ministry  needed  by  2800-member 
congregation.  Contact  Fair  Haven  United  Methodist 
Church,  1330  Gessner  Drive.  Houston,  Tex,  77055. 
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Money  woes  force  cutbacks 

Church ,  society  board  6bites  bullet9 over  $ 1 1 4,000  deficit 


BY  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

SILVER  SPRING,  Md.  -  Facing  a 
$114,000  deficit  for  1979,  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  here  Oct.  4-7  chose  to  “bite  the 
bullet”  by  drastically  cutting  next  year’s 
programs. 

The  office  of  Emerging  Social  Issues, 
created  by  the  1972  General  Conference, 
was  almost  totally  eliminated  from  next 
year’s  budget.  The  Human  Relations 
Division  was  ordered  to  strike  $40,000 
from  its  budget  and  the  Office  of 


Constitutency  Services  had  to  cut  $21,000. 

The  board  agreed  to  balance  its  budget 
on  the  advice  of  its  Finance  Committee, 
its  Priorities  and  Planning  Committee 
and  its  executive  secretary,  the  Rev. 
George  Outen.  He  told  the  board  it  had 
“no  right  to  carry  a  deficit,  for  the 
church  expects  us  not  to.’’ 

Balancing  the  budget  was  particularly 
difficult  for  board  members  because  it 
meant  losing  one  or  more  professional 
staff  persons,  several  secretarial  and 
support  persons  and  reducing  or 
eliminating  a  joint  seminar  program 


with  the  Women's  Division.  Only  after 
hours  of  debate  and  a  close  vote  of  34-32 
did  the  board  lodge  the  cuts  in  the  Human 
Relations  Division. 

Commenting  on  the  financial 
problems,  Ellie  Amico,  Edgerton,  Wis., 
told  the  board  “prophets  have  rarely 
been  comfortably  funded  but  their 
influence  has  been  incredible.” 

The  board  was  given  a  breathing  spell 
before  enacting  any  staff  cuts  by  a  last 
minute  decision  to  bring  its  endowment 
portfolio  of  $1.8  million  back  under  board 
management.  The  church’s  General 


Social  concerns  agency  approves 
study  document  on  Rhodesia 


Medicaid  reimbursements  for  most 
abortion  procedures. 

Under  the  policy  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  (HEW),  Medicaid  abortions  are 
permitted  to  safeguard  the  life  of  the 
mother  but  are  denied  in  most  elective 
cases. 

The  supporting  brief  in  the  case  McRae 
v.  Califano  was  submitted  by  Leo 
Pfeffer,  special  counsel  to  the  American 
Jewish  Congress.  All  15  organizations 
“share  in  the  belief  that  the  decision 
either  to  undergo  or  forego  abortion  must 
be  personal  and  uncoerced  by 
government,”  the  brief  said. 

UM  minister  is  named  to 
President’s  hunger  commission 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Rev.  Eugene  L. 
Stockwell,  executive  head  of  the  Division 
of  Overseas  Ministries  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  has  been  named  by 
President  Carter  to  the  newly 
established  Presidential  Commission  on 
World  Hunger. 

Dr.  Stockwell,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  resident  of  Ridgewood, 
N.J.,  is  the  only  official  religious 
representative  on  the  20-member 
commission. 

He  said  he  hopes  the  “commission’s 
overall  focus  will  be  to  make 
recommendations  to  the  President  and 
Congress  that  would  put  the  nation  in  a 
better  position  to  deal  with  alleviating 
the  problem  of  world  hunger."  The  group 
is  expected  to  complete  its  work  in  1980. 

Two  ethnic  groups  aided 
by  communications  agency 

CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Communica¬ 
tions  endeavors  by  two  ethnic  minority 
groups  within  United  Methodism 
received  financial  support  here  Sept.  23 
from  the  denomination’s  central 
communications  agency. 

The  executive  committee  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMC) 
approved  $5,000  for  communications 
components  of  a  national  convocation  by 
Asian  Americans  to  be  held  Dec.  6-12. 
Also  approved  was  $3,000  toward  a  pilot 
issue  of  a  proposed  publication  by 
American  Indians  within  the  church  to  be 
known  as  “The  Voices  of  the  Land.” 


SILVER  SPRING,  Md.  (UMC)  -  The 
initial  draft  of  a  study  document  to  help 
United  Methodists  understand  the 
political  conflict  in  Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe)  was  approved  during  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society’s  annual 
meeting  here  Oct.  4-7. 

The  nine-page  document  will  now  go  to 
voting  members  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  further  refinement.  The 
Rhodesian  crisis  has  become  a  sensitive 
issue  across  the  church  following  a 
recent  resolution  passed  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  resolution  was  critical  of 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa’s  involvement  in  an  internal 
agreement  with  the  white  minority 
government  which  excludes  a  powerful 
opposition  group,  the  Patriotic  Front. 

The  first  draft  of  the  study  document 
agrees  generally  with  the  position  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  that  any  solution 
must  involve  all  parties,  particularly  the 
Patriotic  Front. 

Introducing  the  study  document  to  the 
entire  board  was  Division  of  World  Peace 
chairperson  Richard  O.  Truitt,  Janes¬ 
ville,  Wis.  Mr.  Truitt  said  the  paper 
is  not  meant  to  be  a  resolution  for  or 
against  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  but  “a 
way  to  get  better  acquainted  with  a  com¬ 
plicated  issue  which  involves  a  lot  of 
United  Methodists  in  Rhodesia.” 

When  asked  if  the  study  document 
would  be  “useful”  to  Bishop  Muzorewa, 
Mr.  Truitt  said  he  was  not  sure  since  “he 
(the  bishop)  is  a  political  figure  and  we 
are  lifting  up  both  sides  of  the  issue.” 

Speaking  in  support  of  such  an 
educational  document,  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp,  Springfield,  Ill.,  said,  “I  would 
hope  we  would  separate  the  support  for 
an  individual  from  always  concurring 
with  that  individual’s  judgement  .  .  . 
even  bishops  make  mistakes.” 

All  parties  must  agree 
The  only  way  to  reduce  violence  of  the 
war  in  Rhodesia,  according  to  the  paper, 
is  to  achieve  an  agreement  at  a 
conference  composed  of  all  parties.  “To 
attempt  to  end  the  war  and  bring  peace 
without  a  careful  analysis  of  the  impact 
that  the  fighting  forces  of  the  Patriotic 
Front  have  had  on  negotiations  and  of  the 
role  they  and  their  leaders  will  insist 
upon  in  the  future,  is  to  ignore  important 
realities.” 

In  conclusion,  the  document  says, 
“Primary  concern  should  be  for  the 
Zimbabwean  people,  their  suffering  and 
deprivation,  their  right  to  self- 
determination,  and  their  genuine 
independence.” 

In  separate  action,  the  board  approved 
a  recommendation  from  the  floor  asking 
that  a  “letter  of  support  toward  majority 
rule  be  sent  from  the  board  to  the 
Methodists  of  Rhodesia  through  the 
office  of  Bishop  Muzorewa." 

After  lengthy  discussion  in  one  division 
and  extended  consideration  in  plenary 
sessions,  the  board  made  plans  for  tying 
up  loose  ends  in  its  involvement  with 
“The  Longest  Walk.” 


The  staff  of  the  board  was  commended 
for  its  work  with  the  July  demonstration 
of  Native  Americans,  and  a  “Longest 
Walk  Support  Project”  was  established. 

The  board  authorized  a  mass  mailing 
to  solicit  from  church  and  non-church 
sources  financial  support  for  the  project. 
The  staff  worked  feverishly  at  the  close 
of  the  Longest  Walk  to  collect  funds  to 
feed,  support,  and  enable  individuals  to 
return  to  their  homes.  About  3,000  Native 
Americans  were  stranded  in  the  capital 
city  following  the  Walk.  John  Adams, 
director  of  the  law,  justice  and 
community  relations  for  the  board,  spent 
$13,000  of  his  own  money  for  the  effort.  It 
is  expected  that  his  expenses  will  be 
refunded  by  the  project  as  money  is 
available.  No  money  from  the  board’s 
budget  will  be  expended  for  the  project. 

Speaking  at  the  Division  of  General 
Welfare,  Robert  Klotz,  deputy  chief  of 
the  D.C.  police  force,  and  George 
Rodericks,  director  of  the  Mayor’s 
Command  Center,  praised  Mr.  Adams 
and  the  church  for  its  involvement  in  the 
demonstration. 

The  two  men  called  Washington  the 


“demonstration  capitol  of  the  world”  and 
said  the  church  helped  them  protect  the 
sacred  right  of  freedom  of  speech  as 
guaranteed  by  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Having  previously  opposed  the  labor 
policies  of  the  J.  P.  Stevens  Company, 
the  board’s  Division  of  Human  Relations 
heard  representatives  of  the  company 
present  what  they  called  "the  other 
side.” 

More  than  a  dozen  young  adult 
members  of  the  board,  supported  by  a 
number  of  other  members,  sent  letters  to 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  School 
in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver,  opposing  their 
policies  regarding  admittance  of 
homosexual  students.  The  letters  were 
read  to  the  board  members  but  no 
corporate  action  or  endorsement  was 
requested.  Garrett  refused  to  “advance” 
or  readmit  two  United  Methodist 
homosexual  students  earlier  this  year 
and  Iliff  more  recently  returned  the 
application  of  a  member  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  a 
denomination  which  provides  a  special 
ministry  to  “gay”  persons. 


iThink-tank, exec  urges: 

Relate  faith  to  politics 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SILVER  SPRING,  Md.  -  Never 
underestimate  the  ability  of  the  church  to 
be  irrelevant  and  trivial  before  the  great 
issues  of  society,  the  director  of  a  “think- 
tank”  on  church-state  relations  told  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  here  Oct.  4. 

“With  our  t-shirt  and  bumper-sticker 
piety  today”  the  church  finds  it  hard  to 
relate  its  faith  to  politics,  said  the  Rev. 
Alan  Geyer,  United  Methodist  minister 
who  heads  the  Center  for  Theology  and 
Public  Policy  based  in  Washington,  D.C. 

None  of  the  great  issues  have  "high 
priority  in  any  major  denomination  or 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,”  Dr. 
Geyer  said.  He  listed  the  critical  social 
issues  of  the  day  as  the  possibility  of 
nuclear  war  by  the  1990s,  the  high  rate  of 
unemployment,  the  “hodge-podge”  of 
health  care  proposals,  the  “unbelievably 
crude  and  unfair”  criminal  justice 
system  and  the  pattern  of  personal  and 
family  consumption  of  natural 
resources. 

The  former  university  professor  of 
political  science  and  editor  of  the 
“Christian  Century”  magazine  stressed 
the  biblical  heritage  of  seeing  religion 
and  politics  related.  “Religion  in  the 
Bible  is  personal,”  he  said,  “but  not 
privatistic.  It  was  for  nations  as  well  as 
persons.” 

Isolated  religion  decried 

He  decried  isolating  religion  from 
politics  as  “schizophrenic”  and  a  threat 
to  the  mental  health  and  well-being  of 


People  in  the  news . . . 


Mark’s  Gospel  draws  crowds 

Alec  McCowen.  the  British  actor 
who  has  made  a  smashing  success  of 
reciting  the  New  Testament  book  of 
Mark  from  the  stage,  attributes  the 
response  to  his  one-man  show  to  “a 
tremendous  need  among  people,  a 
terrific  spiritual  search.”  Was  he  on 
such  a  search  himself  when  he  hit 
upon  the  idea  for  “St.  Mark's 
Gospel,”  now  playing  in  New  York? 
“Maybe  I  was,"  said  the  53-year-old 
bachelor.  “I  really  don’t  remember 
what  prompted  me.  I  was  looking  for 
material  for  a  one-man  show  and 
Mark  and  I  became  very 
compatible."  Mr.  McCowen  does  not 
find  that  too  strange.  “My 
grandfather  was  a  lay  preacher  who 
preached  in  more  than  300  churches  of 
various  denominations.  So  I  guess  it’s 
in  the  blood,”  said  the  man  who  grew 
up  in  the  Congregational  Church. 
“Mark”  will  be  filmed  in  London  in 
January  for  use  on  American 
television. 

“Miss  Kentucky  Teenager’ 

An  active  UMYF’- 
er  won  out  over  82 
contestants  recent- 1 
ly  to  become  “Miss| 

Kentucky  Teen¬ 
ager.”  De  Lisa  I 
Lynn  Squires.  17,  is  I 
a  senior  at  Camp- 1 
bellville,  Ky.,  High  I 
School  where  she  is  w  \  j 
Field  Commander  HU  . -X. 

of  the  Marching  DeLisa  Squires 
Band  and  a  member  of  the  National 
Honor  Society.  But  a  good  deal  of  her 


time  and  energy  go  to  St.  Mark’s 
UMC,  where  she  serves  on  the  Council 
on  Ministries  and  is  secretary-trea¬ 
surer  of  the  UMYF.  De  Lisa  is  also 
president  of  her  sub-district  UMYF 
and  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
District  Youth  Council.  Chosen  for 
scholastic  and  civic  achievements, 
beauty,  poise  and  personality,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
E.  Squires  will  go  on  to  Washington, 
D.C.  in  December  to  compete  in  the 
national  finals. 


God  is  no  doormat! 

Battered  wives  have  a  poor  self- 
image  and  often  believe  they  deserve 
to  be  battered,  Amelie  Ratliff,  of  the 
campus  ministry  staff  at  Boston 
University  told  a  recent  UM 
Consultation  on  Women  in  Crisis  —  a 
belief  which  makes  poor  sense  and 
even  poorer  theology.  “How  can  a 
woman  be  a  doormat  —  when  she  is 
made  in  the  image  of  God?”  she 
asked.  “God,”  she  declared,  “is  no 
doormat!” 

Warm  heart,  big  feet  needed 

What  are  the  qualifications  of  a  good 
pastor?  Here’s  one  version:  “Must 
have  small  family,  if  any,  and  be  able 
to  furnish  a  horse  and  cme  to  church 
unassisted.  Must  not  be  afraid  to 
work,  have  no  hobbies,  have  a  good 
clear  head,  a  warm  loving  heart  — 
and  big  feet.”  That  was  an  adver¬ 
tisement  in  the  Methodist  Recorder 
of  Pittsburgh  of  Sept.  17, 1903. 


society.  “But  to  combine  religion  and 
politics  uncritically  and  thoughtlessly 
threatens  the  integrity  of  the  faith  and 
the  freedom  of  politics,”  he  also  said. 
Opposed  to  both  “mindless  religion  and 
mindless  political  activism,”  he  called 
on  board  rhembers  to  “discern  the  actual 
and  right  relationship  between  religion 
and  politics." 

Dr.  Geyer  said  the  current  mood  of  tlje 
U.S.  toward  politics— “disdain”— is  not 
new.  It  comes  from:  (1)  severe  Puritan 
reaction  to  the  arts,  sex  and  politics; 
(2)  a  nation  of  immigrants  who  wanted 
to  leave  behind  the  corruption  of  the  Old 
World;  (3)  anti-aristocratic  sentiments 
of  the  Jacksonian  era  of  the  early  1800s; 
and  (4)  a  business  culture  which  sees 
government  as  evil  and  inefficient. 

He  reminded  board  members  of  the 
positive  achievements  of  government, 
listing  among  others:  encouragement  of 
minorities,  steps  to  eradicate  racism, 
elevation  of  the  minimum  wage, 
increased  environmental  quality, 
construction  of  a  highway  system  and 
support  for  medical  research. 

‘Monologue’  resented 

That  lay  people  want  the  clergy  to  go 
slow  in  political  matters  is  a  myth,  Dr. 
Geyer  said.  “What  laity  resent  is 
monologue  from  the  preacher”  (on 
political  issues). 

Another  myth,  he  said,  is  that  when 
politics  is  emphasized,  spirituality  is 
weakened.  “That  is  untrue  to  the  Bible,” 
he  declared,  citing  the  prophets  and 
Jesus'  decision  to  go  to  Jerusalem.  "The 
crucifixion  can  never  be  fully  understood 
as  a  religious  event  until  we  see  it  first  as 
a  political  event.” 

Responding  later  to  a  question  on  that 
statement,  Dr.  Geyer  said  the  crucifixion 
shows  how  God  works  in  history.  “The 
Incarnation  takes  Jesus  seriously,  his 
involvement  with  issues,  problems  and 
the  hurts  of  people.  Don’t  de-pol iticize 
the  crucifixion,”  he  warned. 


Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
has  been  managing  the  fund  and  paying 
the  board  its  annual  interest. 

However,  board  trustee  John  Stumbo, 
Topeka,  Kan.,  said  the  board  could 
manage  the  portfolio  itself,  saving  the 
management  fee  and  increasing  the 
annual  yield.  The  trustee  also  believed, 
he  reported,  approximately  $30,000 
additional  income  from  the  management 
change  could  be  realized  in  1979. 

The  board  then  voted  to  apply  that  sum 
to  the  crunch  in  the  Human  Relations 
Division  and  instructed  the  board’s 
executive  committee  to  make  the  final 
determination  at  its  February  meeting. 

Treasurer  Harold  Stevens  told 
TM/UMR  the  deficit  was  caused  by  four 
factors:  (1)  inflation  which  eats  into  the 
annual  fixed  income  the  board  receives 
from  World  Service;  (2)  unbudgeted 
expenses,  such  as  building  repairs,  legal 
fee,  increased  workman’s  compensation, 
etc.;  (3)  less  rental  income  than 
anticipated  from  board  owned  property; 
and  (4)  staff  over-lap  as  an  outgoing 
staff  person  remains  to  train  a  new  one. 

The  Rev.  Thom  Fassett  who  has  been 
executive  of  the  Emerging  Social  Issues 
office  was  elected  to  head  the  Human 
Relations  Division.  He  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Earnest  A.  Smith  who  retired  after  12 
years  with  the  board.  Mr.  Fassett,  a 
Seneca  Indian,  holds  the  highest 
executive  post  by  a  Native  American  in 
any  United  Methodist  board. 

Latins  seek 

Protestant 

council 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
OAXTEPEC,  Mexico  —  Latin 
American  Protestants  —  including  a 
strong  delegation  of  Methodists  —  laid 
the  foundation  here  the  last  week  of 
September  for  what  someday  may 
become  the  first  ecumenical  council  in 
Latin  America. 

The  212  delegates  from  more  than  100 
Protestant  churches  voted  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  to  establish  a  provisional  Latin 
American  Council  of  Churches  with  the 
possibility  of  eventually  formalizing  the 
body  into  an  organization  similar  to  the 
United  States’  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC). 

Dr.  Eugene  L.  Stockwell,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  NCC  staff 
executive  who  was  an  observer  at  the 
meeting,  told  TM/UMR  he  was 
“extremely  heartened”  by  the  formation 
of  the  provisional  council.  He  said  he 
believes  the  action  may  “spark  a  new 
ecumenical  era  in  Latin  America.  ” 

The  provisional  council  will  coordinate 
church  programs  and  ecumenical 
service  efforts  and  will  attempt  to 
promote  Christian  unity  in  Latin 
America,  Dr.  Stockwell  said.  Delegates 
stopped  short  of  formalizing  the  council 
because  “they  wanted  time  for 
discussion  on  local  church  levels  and  to 
develop  a  structure  that  would  meet  the 
special  needs  of  Latin  American  people,” 
he  said. 

“I  believe  this  is  the  most  important 
ecumenical  event  to  take  place  in  Latin 
America  in  decades,”  Dr.  Stockwell  told 
TM/UMR.  “And  I’m  pleased  that  Latin 
American  Methodists  have  played  such  a 
vital  role  in  bringing  it  all  about.  ’’ 

Dr.  Stockwell,  along  with  other  ob¬ 
servers,  expressed  surprise  that  the 
formation  of  the  council  was  met  with 
little  opposition.  Many  persons  had 
expected  stiff  opposition  from 
conservative  Protestants  who  see  such 
bodies  as  too  strongly  involved  in  socio¬ 
political  movements  in  Latin  America. 

Surprise  was  also  registered  that 
Pentecostals  made  up  the  second  largest 
delegation  (exceeded  only  by 
Lutherans ) . 

“Such  willingness  by  Pentecostals  to 
work  with  other  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions  is  both  new  and  unique  in  Latin 
America.  It  does  not  exist  to  such  a 
degree  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
including  the  United  States,”  Dr. 
Stockwell  said. 

Methodists  made  up  the  third  largest 
delegation. 


$  HEALING 
COMMUNITY 


Frank  Bateman  Stanger 


Dr.  Stanger.  president  and 
professor  of  pastoral  work  and 
preaching  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  in  Wilmore.  Kentucky, 
reveals  the  contemporary 
relevance  and  biblical  roots  of 
the  church's  healing  ministry  He 
discusses  how  to  pray,  how  to 
be  healed,  how  the  church 
should  conduct  the  healing 
process,  what  hinders  healing, 
and  how  to  implement  a 
personal  healing  ministry 
Includes  discussion  questions  for 
individual  or  group  study 
Paper.  S4.95 


l§iP» 


at  your  cokesbury  bookstore 


the  book  publishing  department  ot 
the  united  mefhodist  publishing  house 
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Fund  emphasis  shifts 

Some  children’s  homes  hit  hard  by  new  policy 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Methodist  children's 
homes,  boarding  schools  and  hostels  in 
India,  Korea,  Brazil  and  the  Philippines 
which  are  affiliated  with  the  Christian 
Children’s  Fund  (CCF)  are  feeling  the 
effects  of  a  policy  change  made  by  this 
child  support  agency  —  the  largest  in  the 
USA. 

In  a  new  “community-based  care’’ 


approach,  CCF  funds  now  go  to  the 
institutions  to  provide  direct  services  to 
children  and  their  families  in  the 
villages.  This  may  include  direct  cash 
support  for  single  parent  families,  adult 
education  programs,  community 
development  and  vocational  education. 

In  the  past  the  CCF  gave  money  to 
children’s  homes  and  schools  to  feed, 
clothe  and  provide  basic  needs  on  the 
premises  of  the  institution. 


When  the  only  Japanese  Christian  church  on  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  celebrated  25  years  as  a  united  church  late  last 
month,  it  was  a  proud  celebration  indeed  for  these 
participants:  (left  to  right)  the  Rev.  Justin  Haruyama.  pastor 
of  the  Japanese  American  United  Church  and  former  UM 
missionary  to  Japan:  Mrs.  Ikenaga,  active  layperson  who 


invites  neighbors  for  monthly  Christian  study  at  her  home; 
and  the  Rev.  Haruyoshi  Fujimoto,  the  church’s  new  director  of 
ministries  to  young  adults.  The  Japanese  American  United 
Church  is  presently  affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 

BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTOS 


Rural  pastors  explore 
impact  of  food  costs 


Japanese  church  celebrates 
25  years,  faces  new  challenges 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  only 
Japanese  Christian  church  on  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  received  quite  a 
challenge  recently:  help  bring  the  50,000 
people  of  Japanese  origin  in  the  New 
York  area  to  Christ. 

The  occasion  was  the  25th  anniversary 
celebration  of  the  260-member  Japanese 
American  United  Church  here  —  united 
in  1953  as  a  result  of  the  merger  of  three 
Christian  Japanese  churches  in  New 
York  which  span  a  history  of  more  than 
75  years.  All  were  mission  churches,  two 
of  them  related  to  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  the  other  to  the  Methodist. 

Today,  with  what  celebration  speakers 
called  a  resurgence  of  interest  in  Asian 
ethnic  Christian  churches,  the  little 
congregation  was  told  it  can  "catch  a 
new  vision  of  the  future.’’ 

Actually  non-denominational 

The  Japanese  American  United 
Church  is  presently  affiliated  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America.  Its 
membership,  however,  includes 
Japanese  Christians  of  various 
denominations.  In  a  sense,  it  has  become 
a  non-denominational  Japanese 
Christian  church,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Justin  Haruyama,  pastor  and  former  UM 
missionary  to  Japan. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  three-day 
centennial  observances  was  Dr.  Paul 
Nagano,  pastor  of  the  Japanese  Baptist 
Church  in  Seattle  and  the  leading 
evangelist  of  the  North  American 
Japanese  Christian  community. 

Dr.  Nagano  said  only  some  24,000  of  the 
estimated  600,000  people  of  Japanese 
origin  in  America  are  Christians.  “Only 
three  percent  are  related  to  Christianity  ; 
97  percent  are  not  related  or  reached," 
he  said. 

Speaking  at  the  25th  anniversary 
worship  service  on  "Vision  of  the 


Future,"  Dr.  Nagano  described  the  story 
of  an  early  Japanese  emigrant  to  the  U.S. 
who  was  from  a  Samurai  family 
background  and  sought  a  Christian 
missionary  to  teach  him  English.  In  the 
process  of  learning  English,  he  also 
learned  about  Jesus.  One  day,  the 
missionary  said  to  his  Japanese  student: 
"You  have  learned  about  God’s  love.  You 
have  learned  about  Jesus.  Will  you 
become  a  Christian?  ’  ’ 

Dr.  Nagano  said  the  man  "sat  down 
and  meditated  as  only  a  Samurai  would 
do,  and  all  his  values  and  priorities  went 
through  his  mind  ...  he  came  to 
America  to  make  money,  to  get  ahead, 
he  thought  about  what  was  the  most 
important  thing  in  the  world  .  .  .  Finally, 
he  raised  his  hand  and  shouted,  ‘Yes,  I 
will  become  a  Christian!’  He  became  a 
firebrand  for  the  church.  When  he 
became  a  Christian,  he  became  a  great 
influence  for  the  glory  of  God.” 

"Jesus  Christ  is  our  motto,  our 
inspiration,"  Dr.  Nagano  said.  “We  are 
surrounded  by  so  great  a  witness  by  the 
pioneers  who  have  gone  on  before  us  .  .  . 
Let  us  catch  a  new  vision  of  the  future. 
Let  us  run  with  perserverance  the  race 
before  us.” 

Among  other  participants  at  the 
worship  service  were  the  Rev.  John  E. 
Carrington,  executive  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  City  Society  in  New 
York:  and  Mrs.  Matsuko  Takatsuka, 
representing  the  “sister”  Ginza  Church 
in  Tokyo. 

Strong  during  World  War  II 

The  Japanese  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Japanese  Christian  Institute  were 
started  here  in  1894  and  the  Japanese 
Christian  Association  in  1909.  They  grew 
and  gained  in  membership  in  the  1920s 
and  1930s,  and  during  the  World  War  II 
period  assisted  in  resettling  Japanese 
evacuated  from  the  West  coast. 


Church  gets  $25,000 grant 

Arts  project  launched 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  model  Project 
on  Arts  and  Values  has  been  inaugurated 
at  Christ  Church  United  Methodist  here 
with  a  $25,000  grant  from  the  Phillips 
Foundation. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Frank 
Lloyd  Dent,  associate  for  education  and 
the  arts,  the  project  is  sponsoring  several 
“lecture  presentations”  to  explore  the 
relations  between  religion  and  such  art 
forms  as  theater,  dance,  film,  and  mime. 

British  actor  Alec  McCowen  gave  the 
first  presentation  of  the  program, 
featuring  excerpts  from  his  Broadway 
hit  performance  of  dramatic  readings 
from  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark. 

Future  presentations  will  include  a 
study  of  how  American  film  explores 
social  criticism,  by  photographer/film 
director  Willard  Van  Dyke;  a  celebration 
of  dance  as  religious  expression  by  dance 
critic  Walter  Terry  and  members  of  the 
Boston  Ballet;  and  an  examination  of  the 
conflict  between  private  conscience  and 
public  duty  in  drama,  by  director/ 
theater  scholar  Norris  Houghton  and 
selected  performers. 

In  addition  to  the  lecture 
presentations,  the  project  will  involve 
several  workshops  for  amateurs  and 
professionals,  and  development  of  a 
religious-education  curriculum  on 
religion  and  the  arts. 

Mr.  Dent  suggested  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  "at  a  point  as  a 
denomination  where  this  ministry  could 


mean  a  lot  to  urban  churches."  While 
commenting  that  this  project  could  help 
United  Methodists  develop  an  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  religion  and  the  arts  similar  to 
that  found  among  many  Episcopalians 
and  Roman  Catholics,  he  added  that  he 
hopes  to  make  similar  programs  avail¬ 
able  to  other  churches,  not  just  United 
Methodist  congregations. 

The  Christ  Church  staff  associate 
expressed  hope  that  the  project  would 
serve  as  a  model  for  developing  the  use 
of  church  physical  facilities  for  the  arts, 
as  well  as  promoting  a  greater 
understanding  on  the  part  of 
congregations  and  ministers  of 
creativity  and  aesthetics. 

4 Connection 9  has 
first  birthday 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  “Connection," 
United  Methodism’s  first  nationally 
syndicated  weekly  radio  series,  is  one 
year  old  in  October. 

In  that  time  about  150  United 
Methodists  have  witnessed  to  their  faith, 
through  the  program  and  told  of 
activities  which  show  that  faith  in  action. 
The  series  is  now  being  heard  on  150 
stations  in  50  annual  conferences. 

Two  South  Carolina  radio  stations  — 
WSCQ-AM/FM,  West  Columbia,  and 
WBAW-AM/FM,  Barnwell  —  were  the 
first  stations  to  air  "Connection”  early  in 
October,  1977.  Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis  of 
Columbia  told  United  Methodist 
Communications:  “There  has  been  a 
very  favorable  response  to  ‘Connection’ 
throughout  the  South  Carolina 
Conference.  It  has  been  helpful  in 
broadening  the  understanding  of  many  of 
our  people  concerning  the  total 
involvement  of  the  church  in  ministry 
and  mission.” 

Production  of  the  series  is  financed  by 
the  denomination-wide  Mass  Com¬ 
munications  Fund  established  by  the  1976 
General  Conference.  Latest  figures  show 
an  increase  in  giving  to  this  fund. 

Between  January  and  August  1977,  a 
total  of  $237,048  was  received.  During 
that  same  period  in  1978,  the  amount  was 
$259,162.  The  amount  contributed  during 
all  of  1977  was  $484,548. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  radio  stations 
are  carrying  the  program  on  public 
service  (free)  time.  Paid-time 
placements  are  being  paid  for  by 
coalitions  of  churches,  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Fellowships,  districts  or  annual 
conferences. 


However,  after  World  War  II,  interest  in 
a  Japanese  ethnic  Christian  church 
appeared  to  decline.  At  the  time  of  the 
merger  in  1953,  the  future  of  the  church 
was  uncertain,  according  to  church 
records. 

A  resurgence  of  interest  and  activity  in 
Asian  ethnic  Christian  churches  appears 
to  be  presently  underway,  according  to 
Dr.  Nagano  and  Mr.  Haruyama. 

Mr.  Haruyama  said  the  influx  of  young 
Japanese-speaking  families  and  persons 
to  the  New  York  area  and  his  church  in 
the  last  four  or  five  years  has  resulted  in 
the  formation  of  a  new  ministry  for  them, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  Rev. 
Haruyoshi  Fujimoto  as  director. 

There  has  also  been  a  “sudden  influx  of 
Sansei  (third  generation  Japanese) 
youth  entering  seminaries,”  Mr. 
Haruyama  said.  “The  problem  now  is 
finding  churches  for  them.”  He  said 
there  are  some  200  Japanese  American 
churches  of  all  denominations,  including 
30  affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist. 

‘Good  News’ 
blasted  for 
‘parochialism’ 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodism’s 
unofficial  evangelical  caucus  was 
blasted  here  recently  as  the  "ultimate 
parochialism”  and  a  "new  form  of 
know-nothingism’  well  outside  the  whole 
of  Christian  tradition." 

The  Rev.  Michael  McIntyre  —  in  the 
course  of  a  workshop  discussion  on 
criteria  for  evaluating  information 
accuracy  —  charged  that  what  the  "Good 
News”  spokespersons  put  out  is  "lifted 
up  to  United  Methodists  as  normative, 
but  in  fact  it  is  the  ultimate  parochialism 
and  the  height  of  denominationalism.” 

Mr.  McIntyre,  the  former  director  of 
the  “Bishops  Call  for  Peace”  is  now 
director  of  the  North  American  Coalition 
for  Human  Rights  in  Korea, 
headquartered  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  United  Methodist  minister  said  the 
“Good  News”  form  of  “know- 
nothingism”  should  be  challenged  by 
where  church  tradition  really  stands— 
which  he  said  can  be  found  in  the 
Wesleyan  tests  of  scripture,  tradition, 
doctrine  and  experience,  the  1972 
statement  on  doctrine  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  and  other  historic 
and  modern  statements  agreed  upon  in 
the  church. 

Criticizing  as  well  the  recent  call  of  the 
Evangelical  Mission  Council  —  a  related 
arm  of  “Good  News”  —  for  dismissal  of 
the  staff  of  the  Women's  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  because  they 
allegedly  are  “Marxist,”  Mr.  Mclntrye 
challenged  the  council’s  logic. 

He  said  the  automatic  linking  of 
Marxist  thought  with  communism  and 
atheism  is  poor  logic  and  ignores  15 
years  of  serious  Marxist-Christian 
dialogue.  “No  serious  theology  will  be 
done  in  the  next  20  years  that  does  not 
include  serious  dialogue  with  Marxist 
sociological  categories,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Mclntrye  said  it  was  “odious  for 
Good  News’  to  attempt  to  foreclose 
serious  theological  discussion”  which 
needs  to  occur  because  of  the  world-wide 
decline  of  capitalism  —  a  fact,  he  says, 
the  U.S.  will  have  to  face  as  Europe  now 
is  facing  it. 

Church  sets  national 
mission  convocation 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  first-ever 
National  Convocation  on  Christian 
Mission  open  to  all  members  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  will  be  held  Sept. 
20-23,  1979,  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.  It  is 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

More  than  2,000  persons  are  expected 
to  attend  the  gathering.  Dr.  Tracey  K. 
Jones,  general  secretary  of  the  board, 
said.  “The  great  unfinished  agenda  of  the 
mission  of  the  church  will  be  front  and 
center  as  several  thousands  gather  for 
the  first  such  conference  ever  held  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  convocation  is  intended  for  people 
in  the  local  church  having  an  interest  in 
Christian  mission,  as  well  as  for  those 
with  direct  responsibility  in  this  area  in 
churches  and  annual  conferences. 
Joining  them  will  be  a  number  of 
persons-in-mission  in  local  situations, 
mission  workers  in  the  U.S.  and  overseas 
and  Christians  from  other  nations. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

COLLEGE  STATION,  Tex.  —  Rising 
food  prices  affect  every  local  church 
collection  plate,  pastors  learned  here 
Oct.  5-6  at  an  intensive  seminar  on  the 
role  of  agricultural  economics. 

Whether  in  the  rural  church  —  where 
more  members  are  directly  affected  by 
the  roller-coaster-like  variable  prices  of 
the  food  marketing  system  —  or  in  the 
urban  church  —  where  rising  food  prices 
cut  more  deeply  into  salaries  that  don’t 
escalate  as  fast  —  everyone  feels  the 
effects.  And,  according  to  Dr.  Ron 
Knutson,  an  economist  at  Texas  A  &  M 
University,  everyone  should  be  concerned 
about  government  farm  programs  be¬ 
cause  they  affect  the  price  of  food,  are 
a  source  of  unrest  and  affect  individual 
taxes  as  well  as  church  collection  plates. 

Helping  some  115  rural  ministers 
better  understand  the  basics  of 
agricultural  economics  was  the  purpose 
of  the  seminar  sponsored  by  Texas  A  &  M 
Extension  Service  in  cooperation  with  an 
ecumenical  advisory  committee. 

Ministers,  planners  said,  often  find 
themselves  in  conflict  situations  where 
consumers,  middlemen  and  producers 
appear  to  be  pitted  against  each  other  in 
an  emotional  cross-fire  of  accusations  as 
to  who  is  to  blame  for  rising  food  prices. 

The  Rev.  Carl  Siegenthaler,  Austin, 
said  “these  are  bona  fide  contending 
interests;  if  allowed  to  contend  openly 
with  each  other,  each  can  hope  to  find 
equity  as  well  as  the  truth  of  the 
situation.” 

Speaking  for  consumers,  Dorothy 
Miller  and  Angela  Smith  of  Bryan,  Tex., 
said  food  prices  are  such  an  emotional 
issue  because  consumers  buy  food  every 
week  and  it  represents  a  major  budget 
item.  But  it  is  the  frequency  with  which 
they  encounter  price  changes  that  gets 
consumers  upset.  Food  shopping  is 
unlike  paying  for  insurance  or  even  the 
monthly  credit  card  bill.  These  prices 


have  increased  steadily  as  well  but  don’t 
confront  the  buyer  so  often. 

Another  professor,  Dr.  Carl  Shafer, 
reported  that  since  1974  most  of  the 
consumer’s  cost  increases  have  actually 
been  due  to  increased  marketing  costs  — 
not  to  prices  for  food  itself. 

Farmers,  he  said,  “take  the  price”  in 
what  is  essentially  an  open-market  which 
experiences  ups  and  downs  like  a  roller¬ 
coaster.  At  the  same  time  the  producer 
buys  tractors,  fertilizer  and  energy,  for 
his  work  on  an  “administered  price 
market”  which  has  been  all  up.  Hence, 
the  “cost-price  squeeze”  for  producers. 

Kroger  marketing  director  Durwood 
Anderson,  Houston,  said  the  food 
industry  is  experiencing  inflation  as  well 
with  utilities,  rent,  transportation,  wages 
and  land  at  unprecedented  prices.  He 
said  supermarkets’  net  profit  isn’t  all 
that  much  either  —  .8  of  a  cent  per  dollar. 

Government  costs  up  600  percent 

Mr.  Anderson  put  the  blame  on 
government  spending:  “Food  has  only 
increased  150  percent  since  1950  while  the 
cost  of  /government  has  gone  up  600 
percent.” 

The  role  of  government  in  agriculture 
programs  specifically  was  examined  in 
depth  by  Dr.  Knutson.  He  said  the 
government  influences  producer  prices 
and  income  as  (1)  a  buyer  and  storer  of 
grain,  (2)  provider  of  income  and 
supplements  —  the  “target  price” 
program,  and  as  (3)  production 
controller.  These  programs  cost  $6-7 
billion  (one-two  percent  of  the  federal 
budget)  in  taxes  which  is  one  way  con¬ 
sumers  pay  part  of  their  food  bill.  The 
value  is  that  government  controls  do 
keep  prices  more  stable  for  both  con¬ 
sumers  and  producers,  he  said. 

The  immediate  issue  is  how  to  find  the 
appropriate  balance  of  interests  between 
the  producer  and  consumer  and  also 
between  young  farmers  and  old, 
established  farmers,  he  said. 


Hardest  hit  by  the  policy  change  are  17 
institutions  in  India  which  did  not  choose 
to  continue  affiliation  with  CCF  in  light  of 
the  new  policy.  According  to  a  report 
from  United  Methodist  mission 
interpreter  Rev.  David  Blackburn,  Palo 
Alto,  Calif.,  the  changes  are  affecting  a 
total  of  1,400  children  in  homes  facing 
budget  shortfalls  totalling  $140,000  per 
year.  An  emergency  appeal  has  been 
made  to  the  Advance  (second-mile 
mission  fund  of  the  UMC)  to  shore  up 
these  insitutions  until  1980  or  other 
sources  of  funding  are  found. 

About  two-thirds  (45)  of  the  Methodist 
agencies  which  affiliate  with  the  CCF  are 
located  in  India.  Approximately  28 
Methodist  institutions  there  plus  17  in 
Korea,  five  in  the  Philippines  and  four  in 
Brazil  will  continue  their  CCF  affiliation 
under  the  new  policy  and  are  not 
experiencing  financial  stress. 

The  Rev.  Jiro  Mizuno,  area  executive 
secretary  for  Southern  Asia  for  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  New 
York,  said  the  India  emergency 
developed  because  CCF  was  at  first 
negotiating  individually  with  each 
institution  and  the  church’s  leaders  were 
not  fully  informed  of  what  was 
happening.  The  CCF  is  providing  $51,000 
over  the  next  two  years  to  ease  the 
budget  shortfall  of  those  institutions 
hardest  hit  but  more  help  is  needed. 

David  Herrell,  director  of  child  and 
family  services  for  the  Christian 
Children’s  Fund  headquartered  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  said  the  fund’s  policy 
was  changed  four  years  ago  but  only 
began  to  be  implemented  in  Methodist 
programs  18  months  ago. 

He  told  TM/UMR  that  CCF  made  the 
change  after  a  world-wide  survey  of  its 
orograms  by  the  International  Union  of 
Child  Welfare  recommended  a  shift  from 
"the  boarding  school  approach  which 
draws  children  out  of  village  life”  to  a 
“community -based  care  approach  which 
puts  resources  into  the  basic  needs  of  the 
villages  and  keeps  children  with  their 
families.” 

There  has  been  no  change  in  their  fund¬ 
raising  approach  which  calls  for  a 
sponsor  to  provide  $15  per  month  for  a 
child  and,  in  turn,  to  receive  a  picture 
and  to  exchange  letters  with  him/her. 

The  UMC’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  long  opposed  the  practice  of 
sponsoring  a  child,  feeling  it  exploits  the 
child  who  must  write  letters  and  singles 
some  children  out  for  attention  while 
others  never  receive  letters. 

"Changes  have  to  come  for  India’s 
institutions,”  Mr.  Mizuno  said,  because 
of  their  heavy  reliance  on  outside 
support.  He  would  like  to  see  a 
consultation  called  between  church 
leaders  there  and  all  of  the  support 
agencies  to  determine  a  realistic  plan  for 
the  future  of  institutions  there. 


Serving  churches  since  1789,  Cokesbury  Bookstores  and  service  centers  are  equipped 
to  be  your  "total  service"  church  and  church  school  supply  headquarters.  From  choir 
robes  to  altarware,  stewardship  materials  to  sanctuary  furniture,  Cokesbury  offers  top 
quality  supplies,  memorials,  books,  and  equipment  for  all  your  church  needs. 

Send  your  request  today  to  your  nearest  regional  service  center  for  the  Cokesbury 
1978-79  Church  and  Church  School  Supply  Catalog,  along  with  any  of  our  other 
specialty  catalogs  or  brochures  listed  below. 


•  Altarware  a  Carillons  •  Choir  Robes  •  Church  Ottering  Envelopes  e  Classroom  Furniture 
e  Cokesbury  Library  Association  e  General  Books  e  Handbells  e  Monthly  Envelope  Mailing 
e  Outdoor  Bulletin  Boards  and  Signs  e  Paraments  e  Pew  Cushions  e  Pulpit  Robes  e  Recreation  Equipment 
a  Religious  Books  #  Sanctuary  Furniture  e  Spires  and  Steeples  e  Stewardship  and  Finance  Materials 


Cokesbury. 


IE  RIOIONA l  S IRVICC  CENTER  SERVING  tOUR  ARIA 


SHOP  IN  PERSON  AT  THESE  BOOKSTORES 

Atlanta  a  Baltimore  a  Birmingham  a  Chaikjtto  a  Cincinnati  a  Clearwater 
Co'omoa  e  Oallas  1 2  Stores  i  a  Dayton  a  Ocnve'  e  Ocs  Momes  e  Detroit 
Fimnuist  e  Mari'SOurq  e  Houston  .  mdianapons  •  Jacksonville  e  Kansas  Oly 
Los  Angeles  e  Memphis  .  Nashv.iie  1 2  Stores.  .  North  Canton  .  Par*  Ridge 
Philadelphia  e  PHISOurgh  .  Ralegh  e  Richmond  e  San  Francisco  e  Teaneck  a  TuU 


“Pony  Express"  Rider  Hansell  Plauche  reaches  down  to  receive 
a  saddlebag  from  Margaret  Pryer.  Plauche  and  Mrs.  Pryer  are 
participants  in  the  Pineville  First  United  Methodist  Church  Pony 
Express  financial  support  campaign  which  starts  Sunday,  October 
22. 
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A  “trail  boss”  breakfast  and  worship 
service  Sunday  will  signal  the  start  of  a 
Pony  Express  “run”  at  Pineville  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pineville. 

The  Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker,  pastor,  said 
he  expects  approximately  50  members 
filling  the  roles  of  trail  bosses  and  station 
agents  to  be  on  hand  for  the  breakfast 
briefing. 

Church  families  on  the  Pony  Express 
run  will  be  relaying  stewardship 
saddlebags  to  gather  “estimate  of 
giving”  cards. 

Dr.  Ronald  Pryer,  general  manager  of 
the  stewardship  campaign,  will  hand  out 
the  saddlebags  and  run  route  lists  at  the 
breakfast. 

A  relay  of  the  saddlebags  among 
church  members  will  begin  immediately 
after  morning  worship,  he  said. 

Each  saddlebag  bears  the  names  of  10 
church  families.  A  family  fills  in  a  giving 
estimate  card,  seals  it  in  an  envelope  and 


inserts  it  in  the  saddlebag  pouch  and  then 
hand-carries  the  saddlebag  to  another  of 
the  families  on  the  route. 

“We’re  excited  because  of  the 
enthusiastic  reception  the  plan  has 
received  thus  far,”  he  said. 

“There’s  a  spirit  of  teamwork  and,  at 
the  same  time,  competition.” 

He  said  the  teamwork  is  similar  to  that 
of  the  Pony  Express  riders  of  a  century 
ago,  knowing  they  can  count  on  the  next 
rider  to  relay  the  mail  to  its  next 
destination. 

The  competition,  he  said,  comes  in  the 
eagerness  of  the  trail  bosses  to  see  that 
their  run  is  completed  before  another's  is 
finished. 

“It’s  good,  healthy  competition  for  a 
good  cause,”  he  said. 

Each  trail  boss  is  responsible  for 
supervision  of  the  relaying  of  one 
saddlebag  to  10  families.  The  trail  bosses 
report  periodically  to  station  agents. 


Ray  Bran  ton  Writes . . . 


Sophomore  Guard  Wayne  Waggoner  (20) 


Centenary  College  Team 


Sees  Transition  Year 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  a  preview  of 
the  Centenary  College  basketball  season. 
Centenary,  the  United  Methodist  College 
supported  by  this  Conference,  has  long 
been  noted  for  its  basketball  team.  Its 
president,  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  stresses  the 
importance  of  training  not  only  the  mind 
but  the  body. 


forward  averaged  19.3  points  and  11.2 
rebounds  a  game  after  becoming  eligible 
for  the  final  13  games  last  season. 

“He’s  so  smooth,”  says  Canterbury  of 
Lett.  “He’s  as  smooth  a  player  as  you 
could  hope  to  see.  He  is  a  great  talent 
who  could  play  for  anyone  in  the 
country.” 


By  NICO  VanTHYN 
Centenary  Sports  Information  Director 

SHREVEPORT  —  Centenary  College’s 
1978-79  basketball  team  will  have  only 
one  returning  full-time  starter  and  only 
one  senior. 

That’s  why  Tommy  Canterbury  looks 
at  his  first  full  season  as  the  Centenary 
head  coach  as  a  transitional  year. 

“We  have  so  many  new  people,”  says 
Canterbury,  “that  we’re  having  to  build 
a  team  from  the  ground  floor.  We’re  not 
just  filling  spots;  we’re  almost  starting 
over." 

Centenary  had  a  10-17  record  last 
season  when  Canterbury,  at  31  one  of  the 
nation’s  youngest  Division  I  coaches, 
took  over  as  head  coach  in  mid-season. 
Under  him,  the  Gents  were  6-9,  including 
four  close  road  losses. 

Canterbury  looks  at  the  season 
optimistically,  first  because  that  is  his 
nature  and  second  because  he  likes  the 
talent  on  hand. 

“I’m  pleased  with  the  talent  we  have,” 
he  says.  “We  have  experience,  although 
three  of  the  players  (junior  college 
transfers)  haven’t  played  with  us.  We 


Centenary  Head  Basketball 
Coach  Tommy  Canterbury 
have  better  depth  than  we’ve  had  in  the 
past  two  years.  We’ve  added  some 
players  who  are  physically  strong  and 
have  leaping  ability,  which  we  lacked 
recently.  And  we  think  we  have  some 
real  good  freshmen. 

“Still,  we  have  to  mold  a  variety  of 
players  and  that  will  take  some  time.” 

The  only  returning  full-time  starter  is  a 
good  one,  All-American  candidate 
George  Lett.  The  exciting  6-7  junior 


The  returnees  include  6-8  sophomore 
John  Derenbecker,  who  started  nine 
games  last  year,  including  the  season’s 
final  three  as  the  Gent  center;  6-3 
sophomore  Wayne  Waggoner,  who 
averaged  7.7  points  a  game  last  year  as 
the  top  guard  sub  and  figures  to  move 
into  a  starting  spot;  and  the  lone  senior, 
6-6  forward  Walter  Louis,  who  has 
started  14  games  in  the  past  two  years 
but  figures  to  be  in  a  reserve  role  this 
season. 

“They’re  all  dependable,”  says  Canter¬ 
bury.  “Derenbecker  and  Waggoner  are 
young,  but  they’ve  been  to  battle.” 

Derenbecker  was  especially  effective 
as  a  defensive  center  and  Waggoner  is  an 
exceptional  long-range  shooter. 

The  juco  transfers  are  6-9  forward- 
center  Clarence  Freeman  and  6-6 
forward  Willie  Williams,  both  from  State 
Fair  (Mo.)  Community  College,  and  6-3 
guard  Norman  Scullark  from  Lon  Morris 
“fTCTT. )  Junior  College. 

Freeman  and  Williams  are  top 
candidates  to  move  into  the  front  line 
spot  vacated  by  Bobby  White,  the  6-6 
forward  who  finished  as  No.  5  career 
scorer  in  Centenary  history  and  was 
drafted  by  the  NBA’s  Buffalo  Braves 
( now  San  Diego  Clippers ) . 

Scullark,  the  All-Texas  Eastern 
Conference  guard  nicknamed  “Stormin’ 
Norman,”  should  move  into  the  starting 
point  guard  spot.  “He  has  the  potential  to 
be  a  solid  player  and  to  provide 
leadership,”  says  Canterbury. 

The  freshmen  recruits  include  6-4  Vfe 
forward  Billy  Reiser,  All-New  York  City 
for  Benjamin  Franklin  High;  powerfully- 
built  forward  Mike  Shannon  (6-6)  of  New 
Rochelle,  N.Y.;  6-1  guard  Royce 

Williams  of  Carroll  (Monroe)  High;  and 
6-4  guard  Steve  Burkhalter  of  Ruston 
(Cedar  Creek). 

“We’ve  added  these  physical  players, 
like  Freeman,  Willie  Williams,  Shannon, 
Rieser  and  even  Royce  Williams,”  says 
Canterbury.  “They’re  all  aggressive 
leapers  and  the  fans  will  like  them .  ’  ’ 

Dependable  6-1  sophomore  Steve  Kelly 
will  add  to  the  depth  at  guard  and  also 
returning  up  front  is  6-9  sophomore  Stan 
Elfrink. 

The  Gents’  schedule,  as  usual,  is  road- 
heavy  (17  of  30  games)  and  includes 
some  big  names  —  Arkansas,  Illinois  and 
DePaul,  among  others. 

Centenary,  in  fact,  will  be  among  the 
nation’s  most  traveled  teams,  going  to 
Hawaii,  California,  Portland  (Ore.)  and 
Montana,  the  Chicago  area  twice,  and  to 
Mobile,  Ala.,  for  the  Senior  Bowl 
Tournament. 


Centenary  College  Basketball 
Schedule  for  1978-79 

DATE 

OPPONENT 

SITE 

November 

4  (Sat.) 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIAN  NATIONALS 

GOLD  DOME 
(Exhibition)  j 

!  25  (Sat.) 

NORTHWESTERN  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

GOLD  DOME 

28  (Tue.) 

LETOURNEAU  (Tex. )  COLLEGE 

GOLD  DOME 

'  December 

5  (Tue.) 

DOANE  (Neb.)  COLLEGE 

GOLD  DOME 

21  (Thu.) 

Grambling  State  University 

Hirsch  Coliseum 

28  (Thu.) 

(Centenary,  Austin  Peay,  Louisiana  Tech 

South  Alabama) 

January 

4  (Thu.)  Louisiana  Tech  University 

Ruston,  La. 

6  (Sat.) 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  UNIVERSITY 

GOLD  DOME 

8  (Mon.) 

Northwestern  State  University 

Natchitoches,  La. 

13  (Sat.) 

UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

GOLD  DOME 

20  (Sat.) 

SOUTHEASTERN  LOUISIANA  UNIVERSITYGOLD  DOME 

22  (Mon.) 
February 

NORTH  TEXAS  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

GOLD  DOME 

3  (Sat.) 

PORTLAND  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

GOLD  DOME 

5  (Mon.) 

(Homecoming) 

LOUISIANA  TECH  UNIVERSITY 

GOLD  DOME 

7  (Wed.) 

GEORGIA  SOUTHERN  UNIVERSITY 

GOLD  DOME 

24  (Sat.) 

NORTHEAST  LOUISIANA  UNIVERSITY 

GOLD  DOME 

(The  "Gold  Dome"  is  Centenary's  gym  in  Shreveport ) 
Only  in  state  games  listed. 

New  Solutions  For  Church  Finances 


In  an  article  in  “Christian  Ministry” 
magazine  (September  1978),  Raymond 
B.  Knudson,  director  of  the  National 
Consultation,  offers  important  new  ideas 


Louisiana  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
will  be  the  guest  speaker  for  the  first 
lecture  series  of  “Perspectives  for 
Living”  to  be  held  at  First  UMC  in 
Alexandria. 

A  luncheon  for  area  clergy  will  be  held 
on  Monday,  Oct.  30,  with  the  theme  of 
“New  Power  for  the  Church"  at  the  First 
UMC.  All  interested  clergy  are  invited 
and  are  asked  to  make  reservations  with 
the  church  office :  443-5696,  by  Thursday 
Oct.  26. 

Perspectives  for  Living  is  a  memorial 
in  memory  of  Wally  Mark  White  by  the 
Paul  D.  White  family.  The  gift,  to  be 
administered  by  the  First  UMC  of 
Alexandria  is  planned  as  an  ecumenical 
affair. 

Bishop  Shamblin  will  be  speaking  on 
“Solzhenitsyn  and  Our  Spiritual 
Exhaustion.”  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn 
raised  some  thought  provoking  questions 
in  his  commencement  address  at 
Harvard  University  last  June.  Charging 


for  local  church  finance  on  Financial 
Development. 

Since  every  local  church  needs  to  adopt 
new  approaches  from  time  to  time  in 


that  the  Western  World  has  lost  its  civic 
courage,  he  noted  that  the  physical  and 
spiritual  fight  for  our  planet  has  already 
started.  In  order  not  to  perish, 
Solzhenitsyn  noted,  Americans  must  re¬ 
assess  their  fundamental  definition  of 
human  life  and  society. 

Businessmen  are  invited  to  a  luncheon 
on  Tuesday,  Oct.  31.  The  address  is 
entitled  “a  Rugged  Individualism.” 

The  night  lectures  beginning  at  7  p.m. 
will  be  as  follows :  Sunday,  Oct.  29  —  “En 
Theos”;  Monday,  Oct.  30,  —  “Courage  is 
Not  Given";  Tuesday,  Oct.  31,  —  “The 
Order  of  the  Towel .  ’  ’ 

All  events  will  take  place  at  First  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria. 
Banners  depicting  the  six  areas  have 
been  created  and  will  hang  during  the 
series.  Banners  were  designed  by  the 
Rev.  Tom  Peyton,  III. 

A  reception  will  be  held  after  the  first 
address  on  Sunday  night.  The  public  is 
invited  to  the  night  lectures. 


order  to  continue  to  do  an  effective  job, 
these  ideas  may  prove  timely  for  many. 

Knudson  says,  “It  is  time  for  the 
churches  to  make  an  about  face,  and  to 
do  so  will  require  three  steps:  1)  a 
movement  from  the  weekly  (weakly) 
contribution;  2)  a  move  from  dollar 
amounts;  and  3)  a  move  from  a  total 
commitment  to  current  support.” 

Knudson  points  out  almost  nothing  is 
paid  for  by  the  week  anymore.  When  we 
ask  for  weekly  contributions,  he  says, 
“What  one  gives  the  church  is  measured 
basically  by  what  remains  on  Saturday 
night  after  the  family  has  made  the 
rounds  of  the  grocery  store,  filling 
station,  shoe  repair  shop,  the  cleaners 
and  the  drugstore.” 

How  much  better,  and  more  faithful,  to 
put  the  church  in  the  family  budget  so  a 
regular  monthly  contribution  comes  off 
the  top,  not  the  bottom. 

Knudson  observes  that  in  spite  of 
inflation,  the  one  dollar  bill  remains  the 
“standard”  contribution  in  the  Sunday 
offering  plate.  He  advocates  moving 
away  from  asking  persons  to  think  and 
pledge  in  dollars,  which  often  results  in 
token  giving.  He  suggests  the  church  ask 
persons  to  pledge  in  units  per  month.  One 
unit  is  $10  per  month,  10  units  is  $100  per 
month.  Offering  envelopes,  he  says, 
should  be  larger  and  have  the  church 
address  printed  on  the  back  for  easy 
mailing. 

Knudson  believes  pledges  should  be 


taken  for  10  quarters,  or  two  and  one-half 
years,  to  the  regular  budget  of  the 
church.  A  statement  on  the  commitment 
form  should  indicate,  “this  commitment 
will  be  adjusted  to  the  inflationary  index 
in  January  of  each  year.”  This 
adjustment  would  provide  for  two 
increases  during  the  life  of  the  ten 
quarter  pledge. 

By  taking  pledges  to  the  regular 
budget  over  a  longer  period  of  time,  the 
church  makes  it  easier  to  have  numerous 
appeals  for  special  gifts  during  the  year 
Knudson  believes  the  church  should 
recognize  the  single  pledge  to  the  unified 
budget  is  insufficient. 

Persons,  he  points  out,  become  excited 
about  particular  philanthropic  oppor¬ 
tunities  if  they  are  presented  to  them, 
and  will  give  money  to  such  causes 
they  would  not  have  given  to  the  unified 
budget.  “When  the  every  member 
commitment  program  is  completed, 
local  church  leaders  believe  the  process 
of  financial  support  has  come  to  an  end. 
Actually,  it  should  be  only  beginning  — 
the  beginning  for  special  gifts." 

Those  who  plan  for  the  financial 
program  of  the  local  church  might  find  it 
helpful  to  consider  Knudson’s  ideas. 
When  it  comes  to  financial  support  in  the 
local  church,  yesterday’s  solutions  often 
will  not  cope  with  tomorrow’s  problems. 

(Ray  Branton  is  editor  of  the 
“Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter" 
and  director  of  Council  of  Ministries. ) 


Around  The  Conference 


Bishop  Shamblin  Begins 
6  ‘Perspectives  F or  Living’ 


New  Appointments  Announced 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  recently 
announced  the  following  appointments: 

Effective  Aug.  15,  1978  —  Jerry  M. 
James,  First,  New  Orleans,  Associate. 

Effective  Oct.  8,  1978  —  John  R.  Johns, 
Leesville,  First-Holly  Grove;  Timothy  E. 
Lawson,  Rayne  Memorial,  New  Orleans, 
Associate;  and  C.  Wayne  Flowers, 
Grayson-Kelly. 

Effective  Oct.  22  —  Jerry  A.  Means, 
Palestine-Bethel. 

Effective  Dec.  17,  1978  -  Douglas  R. 
Foreman,  Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope;  and 
Charles  R.  Langford,  Simsboro-Salem- 
Antioch. 

Training  Event 

“A  Learning  Community”  will  be  the 
theme  for  the  Oct.  28  United  Methodist 
Women’s  District  Leadership  training 
event. 

Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  the  ideas  of 
team  concept  in  program  planning  and 
on  individual  officer  responsibility. 

Modelling  groups  will  be  a  highlight  of 
the  event.  These  groups  are  planned  as 
demonstrative  trainerships  to  provide 
concrete  examples  of  leadership  skills 
and  techniques. 

Elected  leaders  from  the  Shreveport 
and  New  Orleans-Slidell  districts  who 
attended  in  Inter-conference  Nashville 
Regional  Pilot  Experience  in  March,  will 
be  leading  the  modelling  groups. 

Mrs.  Wiley  B  Gardner  will  coordinate 
the  District  Elected  Leaders  Training 
event.  She  is  the  Louisiana  Conference 
UMW  member  of  the  Jurisdiction  Core 
Planning  Group. 

The  task  group  planning  this  year’s 
training  event  are  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Perry, 
chairperson;  Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward, 
conference  president;  Mrs.  Richard 
Hoffpauir;  Mrs.  Wiley  Gardener,  Mrs. 
Harvey  L.  Carter;  Mrs.  Robert  Egger- 
ton  and  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock. 

Celebrating  1 OO 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  15,  Hopewell  UMC  of 
the  Elizabeth  Charge  celebrated  100 
years  of  service. 

The  centennial  celebration  began  on 
Saturday  with  a  song  service  and  a 


fellowship.  The  Sunday  service  was 
highlighted  with  a  recounting  of  the 
church’s  history.  A  display  of  pictures 
and  early  church  school  literature  was  on 
display. 

Rev.  C.  A.  Jordan,  pastor;  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland,  district  superintendent;  and 
Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  conducted  the 
worship  service.  The  festivities  were 
concluded  with  a  dinner  on  the  grounds. 

Martin  Lectures  Set 

The  Third  annual  Martin  Lectures, 
scheduled  for  Oct.  24-25,  by  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins/School 
of  Theology  in  Dallas,  Texas  will  be  given 
by  Dr.  Randolph  Crump  Miller,  Horace 
Bushnell  Professor  of  Christian  Nurture 
at  Yale  Divinity  School. 

Dr.  Miller  is  an  authority  on  Christian 
Education  and  a  widely-known  author  of 
religious  books  and  textbooks.  His  many 
books  include  “What  We  Can  Believe,” 
“Christian  Nurture  and  the  Church,”  and 
“The  American  Spirit  in  Theology.” 

The  series  topic  for  this  year’s  lectures 
is  “Horace  Bushnell  and  the  American 
Spirit  in  Theology."  The  individual 
lectures  are:  Tuesday,  Oct.  24,  11  a  m., 
“Prophet  for  American’s  Children"; 
Tuesday,  Oct.  24,  8  p.m.,  “A  Gift  to  the 
Imagination”;  and  Wednesday,  Oct.  25, 
11  a.m.,  “A  State  Renewed  in 

Righteousness.” 

All  of  the  lectures  will  be  held  in  Lois 
Perkins  Auditorium,  Selecman  Hall,  on 
the  Southern  Methodist  University 
campus. 

Share-A-Prayer 

SHREVEPORT  —  Beginning  on  Oct.  8 
and  continuing  through  almost  the  end  of 
the  month,  Broadmoor  UMC  ministers 
are  sharing-a-prayer  by  means  of  the 
telephone.  By  dialing  868-5518  a  caller 
will  hear  one  of  the  ministerial  staff 
offering  a  short  devotional  thought  or 
prayer  for  the  day.  The  message  changes 
daily.  This  share-a-prayer  is  being  made 
available  through  library  memorials 
given  in  memory  of  Cecil  R.  Foreman  Sr. 
and  is  offered  as  a  daily  source  of 
inspiration  and  help. 


Concert  Hosted 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  St.  Matthews  UMC 
Sanctuary  Choir  hosted  its  annual  Choir 
Musical  Concert  Sept.  24  with  the  theme: 
“Worshipping  God  Through  Music." 

Muriel  Hendrix,  a  representative  of 
UMYF,  served  as  narrator  and  Vyanca 
Butler,  a  member  of  the  Junior  Ushers, 
performed  an  interpretative  ballet.  Miss 
Butler  was  depicted  as  an  Egyptian  Sun 
Goddess  and  she  used  the  theme  “God’s 
Gift  —  Our  Sun.” 

Henry  Adams  Jr.  served  as  guest 
organist  and  director  for  the  concert. 
Bernard  Smith  is  minister 

Lucas  Awards  Given 

SHREVEPORT  —  St.  Luke’s  recently 
held  its  first  "Lucas  Awards  Show"  to 
honor  past  and  present  church  school 
teachers,  staff  and  age-level 
coordinators. 

Following  the  evening  meal  “statu¬ 
ettes”  were  presented:  Winners  in  the 


Church  School  Secretaries  Category 
received  the  “Mt.  Sinai  Award"  for  their 
outstanding  efforts  in  transcribing 
important  information. 

The  “No  Room  at  the  Inn  Award”  was 
presented  to  one  adult  class  that  had 
been  moved  from  room  to  room  during 
the  past  year.  The  adult  coordinators 
won  the  “Solomon’s  Temple  Award”  for 
their  meticulous  attention  to  every  detail 
which  insured  the  success  of  two 
outstanding  church  school  elective 
studies. 

Walter  Speaks 

JENNINGS  —  Dan  Walter,  Shreveport 
attorney  and  chairman  of  the 
administrative  board  at  Broadmoor 
Church,  was  the  Laity  Day  speaker  at 
First  UMC  Oct.  8.  Jim'  DeCordova  is  lay 
leader  at  Jennings  and  he  presided  at  the 
worship  service. 


Children's  Teacher  Retires 

By  MARY  McCORD 


Many,  many  children  have  looked  up  to 
Mrs.  Mattie  Lou  Devall,  retiring  Sunday 
School  teacher  at  Zachary  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

For  over  50  years,  Mrs.  Devall  has 
been  a  vital  part  of  the  Sunday  School 
program  at  ZUMC  .  .  .  being  there  first 
each  Sunday  morning  to  greet  the 
children,  prepared  and  ready  to  sing  with 
them  at  Assembly  and  teach  them  stories 
from  the  Bible. 

Mrs.  Devall  was  given  special 
recognition  and  a  gift  at  the  recent  Open 
House.  Family  Night  held  at  the  church; 
but  I’m  sure  she  will  agree  her  greatest 
gift  has  been  every  Sunday  over  the  past 
50-odd  years  .  .  .  the  opportunity  to  teach 
in  her  church  ...  for  to  teach  is  to  learn 
and  to  teach  and  learn  the  word  of 
God  is  an  inspiration  in  itself  ...  an 
inspiration  that  re-vitalizes  itself  with 
each  teaching! 

(Mary  McCord  is  Communications 
Coordinator  for  Zachary  UMC.) 


Mrs.  Mattie  Lou  Devall 
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Prescription  drug  abuse  problem 
needs  attention  of  Christians 


Here  I  Stand 

Faith  in  God  turns  victims 
into  victors  amid  adversity 


Drug  abuse  —  that's  something  people 
do  with  alcohol  and  heroin  and  cocaine 
and  a  wide  variety  of  other  types  of 
“dope"  purchased  in  back  alleys  and 
sleazy  taverns.  It  is  something  done 
primarily  by  ghetto  residents,  people 
who  are  down  and  out,  and  teenagers 
looking  for  cheap  thrills. 

“Not  so,”  says  a  recent  report 
compiled  by  the  National  Institute  on 
Drug  Abuse.  Valium  —  a  prescription 
tranquilizer  used  predominantly  by 
middle-class,  middle-aged  Americans  — 
is  the  number  one  cause  of  drug-related 
visits  to  the  hospital  emergency  room  in 
the  United  States  today.  It  is  the  fourth 
most  frequent  cause  of  drug-related 
deaths  in  the  nation. 

Fifty  million  prescriptions  for  Valium 
were  written  in  the  United  States  last 
year.  Combined  with  prescriptions  for 
similar  tranquilizers  —  such  as  Librium 
—  the  total  rises  to  more  than  100  million 
prescriptions. 

Like  most  drugs.  Valium  can  be 
beneficial  to  persons  who  use  it  sensibly 
and  under  the  direction  of  a  physician 
who  is  aware  of  both  the  drug’s  benefits 
and  possible  hazards.  When  abused, 
however  —  either  by  individuals  who 
exceed  recommended  dosage  or  by 
physicians  who  prescribe  it  carelessly  — 
it  can  ruin  lives  no  less  than  “street 
drugs.” 

We  urge  United  Methodists  and  others 


concerned  about  the  growing  drug 
problem  in  America  today  to  not 
overlook  the  abuse  of  prescription  drugs 
in  their  discussions  and  efforts  to  combat 
chemical  dependence  and  abuse. 

Ultimately  each  individual,  with  the 
help  of  a  concerned  physician,  must 
determine  the  legitimacy  of  using 
prescription  drugs  such  as  Valium.  But 
while  such  drugs  can  be  a  positive  means 
of  treating  legitimate  disorders,  each 
prescriber  and  each  user  needs  to  be 
aware  of  the  dangers  of  over-use  and 
abuse. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  to: 

•  recognize  the  possibility  of 
prescription  drug  abuse  in  their 
individual  families  and  communities. 

•  make  an  effort  to  understand  the 
purpose  and  possible  hazards  of 
prescribed  drugs  through  consultation 
with  the  prescribing  physician. 

•  support  efforts  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  and  state  drug 
abuse  authorities  to  identify  physicians 
who  either  knowingly  or  ignorantly  over¬ 
prescribe  tranquilizers. 

While  no  one  should  go  on  a  “guilt  trip” 
about  using  needed  drugs  to  relieve 
physical  or  emotional  disorders,  every 
drug  user  needs  to  be  aware  of  the 
possibility  of  intentional  or  unintentional 
abuse. 

Serious  Christian  concern  for  this 
problem  is  long  overdue. 


I  met  Qod 

I  met  God  this  morning,  but  I 
didn't  meet 

A  man  with  a  long  white  beard  or 
with  sorrow  on  his  face. 

I  didn’t  meet  someone  who  judged 
me  harshly  or  thought  he  was 
So  much  better  than  I,  that  I  could 
not  speak  with  him. 

I  didn’t  feel  the  coldness  that  I 
sometimes  feel  when 
I  sit  among  those  who  worship  Him 
merely  out  of  habit. 

I  didn’t  touch  someone  who  turned 
away  the 

Moment  he  felt  my  presence. 

When  I  met  God,  I  saw  a  beautiful 
face  in  the  trees  and  the  sun; 

I  saw  him  laughing  and  sometimes 
weeping 

As  if  he  were  displeased  with  what 
he  had  made. 

I  spoke  to  him,  and  he  answered 
me 

with  the  sweet  sound  of  the  birds. 
I  touched  him  and  he  touched  me 
with  the  touch  of  love. 

I  met  God  this  morning;  I  met  him 
as  a  seed  living 
And  growing  inside  me. 

I  saw,  heard  and  felt  God  this 
morning  in 

Many  different  ways,  but  most 
important  of  all  of  them, 

I  met  him  in  you! 

—Ron  Berry  and  Lilian  Gariday 
Ludlow,  Kentucky 


By  JOHN  R.  PRICE 
“Baby  Escapes  Death,’’  the  headline 
shouted.  As  the  tragic  story  unfolded  in 
the  news  article  which  followed,  it  told  of 
a  15-day-old  baby,  wrapped  in  a  blanket 
on  her  mother’s  lap,  who  had  survived 
unscathed  the  collision  of  a  tractor 
trailer  with  the  pick-up  truck  in  which 
her  family  was  riding.  Her  parents  and 
her  aunt,  pinned  in  the  wreckage  for  45 
minutes,  died. 

A  trooper,  standing  amidst  the  twisted 
metal  and  broken  bodies  is  quoted  as 
saying,  “Evidently  God’s  hand  was  on 
that  baby.” 

Is  God’s  concern  shown  in  the  fact  that 
the  child  will  never  know  the  love  and 
care  of  the  parents  who  gave  her  life?  Is 
God’s  care  for  us  shown  in  arbitrary 
choices  between  life  and  death  among 
different  people?  Is  it  God’s  caring  hand 
that  decided  that  the  17-year-old  mother 
and  the  23-year-old  father  were  not  to 
realize  the  dreams  and  hopes  of  virtually 
a  whole  lifetime  ahead?  Is  it  God  that 
thrust  upon  the  child’s  grandparents 
responsibility  for  her  even  in  the  midst  of 
their  own  grief  at  the  loss  of  two  children 
and  a  daughter-in-law? 

What  pastor  has  not  counseled  with 


persons  who  prayed  with  passion  and 
conviction  for  peril  to  pass,  only  to 
discover  that  it  did  not.  Their  anger  at 
God’s  apparent  betrayal,  or  their  guilt  at 
their  own  supposed  unworthiness  of 
God’s  discriminatory  favor  has  often 
made  it  more  difficult  to  deal  with  the 
genuine  pain  of  life  events. 

I  firmly  believe  in  God’s  love  and  care 
in  each  moment  of  life.  With  equal 
conviction  I  believe  that  we  must  look 
more  deeply  for  its  sign  than  in  the 
chance  survival  of  one  person  out  of  four 
in  a  highway  smashup. 

“Whether  we  live  or  whether  we  die, 
we  are  the  Lord’s.”  It  is  that  promise 
that  lets  me  deal  with  the  often 
capricious  tragedies  in  life.  I  neither  ask 
for  nor  expect  to  be  favored  with  a  great 
cosmic  snatch  that  will  pluck  me  from 
the  pain  of  life.  I  do  believe  that  my  life  in 
the  Spirit  permits  me  to  embrace 
whatever  life  dishes  out,  and  to  decide 
that  the  moment  is  a  gift  to  be  embraced. 
I  do  not  want  to  suffer.  I  do  not  want 
grief.  I  do  not  want  to  die.  But  I  know  that 
suffering  and  grief  and  death  are  a  part 
of  life,  and  that  the  decision  to  walk 
within  and  among  every  eveqt  as  victor, 
and  not  victim,  is  a  possibility  given  to 


every  human  being. 

People  of  faith  dare  to  embrace  that 
possibility.  Faith  is  decision.  It  is 
decision  —  in  the  face  of  everything  that 
tells  us  otherwise  —  that  the  world  is  not 
God’s  garbage  dump,  from  which  a 
faithful  few  are  occasionally  saved  for 
recycling,  but  rather  God's  own  holy 
ground.  It  is  faith  which  lets  us  decide  not 
that  some  events  are  “bad”  and  others 
“good,”  and  that  God  picks  and  chooses 
who  is  to  experience  what,  but  that  every 
event  holds  within  it  the  possibility  of 
new  life,  of  new  understandings,  of  new 
decision  to  take  hold  and  to  live. 

It  is  that  which  lets  us  stand,  even 
among  the  moments  of  deepest  tragedy 
and  raise  not  the  question  of  whether  God 
did  or  did  not  protect  me  from  life’s  pain, 
but  rather  raise  the  joy-filled  affirmation: 
“Thanks  be  to  God  who  gives  me  the 
victory  —  even  here !  ’  ’ 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  John 
R.  Price,  is  pastor  of  Saint  Matthew's 
UMC  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference ). 


Economics  is 
not  only  proper 

business  factor 

in  a  world  where  economics  alone  is 
often  held  up  as  the  standard  of  success, 
it  was  good  to  read  recently  that  the 
corporate  head  of  one  of  America's 
largest  hotel  chains  has  chosen  to  follow 
his  religious  convictions  rather  than  the 
mandate  of  his  board  of  directors  on 
casino  gambling. 

According  to  a  report  in  “The  Christian 
Science  Monitor,”  L.  M.  Clymer, 
president  of  Holiday  Inns,  Inc.,  has 
announced  early  retirement  rather  than 
be  a  part  of  corporate  plans  to  add  a 
casino  to  hotel  facilities  in  Atlantic  City, 
N.J. 

While  board  members  called  the 
casino  plans  “a  prudent  business 
decision,”  Mr.  Clymer  refused  to  go 
along  with  the  crowd.  “This  is  a  personal 
conviction  not  involving  the  financial  or 
business  aspects  of  the  industry,”  Mr. 
Clymer  said. 

We  applaud  Mr.  Clymer’s  refusal  to 
compromise  his  convictions.  We  wish 
more  business  executives  would  follow 
his  example  of  considering  moral 
factors  as  well  as  economic  factors  in 
making  business  decisions. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Dissident 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  distressed  by  the  prominence 
given  in  the  September  29  issue  of 
TM/UMR  to  a  25-member  dissident 
group.  It  appears  the  way  the  story  is 
presented  that  the  73-member  Women’s 
Division  speaks  on  an  even  level  of 
authority. 

This  is  untrue  and  misleading  to  the 
casual  reader.  Women’s  Division 
members  are  elected  democratically  and 
are  representatives  of  the  entire  1.2 
million  members. 

Why  must  a  church  publication  which 
really  does  an  outstanding  job  in  most 
instances  publish  an  article  in  the 
tradition  of  “anything  for  a  story”  —  not 
with  concern  for  constructive  journal¬ 
ism? 

Doris  Davis 
Robinson,  Illinois 

Hats  off  to  council 

To  the  Editor: 

Hats  off  to  the  Esther  Action  Council 
(TM/UMR,  September  29)!  It’s  about 
time  someone  protested  against  the 
Women’s  Division  “repression.  ” 

This  very  same  board  has  for  years 
told  us  to  throw  off  our  aprons  and  the 
shackles  of  inequality  that  have  bound  us 

My  Witness 


Retirement  brings  joy ,  but 


By  FAYE  FIELD 

I  recounted  the  events  of  what  rightly 
might  be  called  “a  plain  vanilla  day”  in 
the  life  of  a  retired  person.  I  divided  the 
list  of  experiences  into  two  divisions, 
calling  those  things  “joyances”  that 
were  pleasurable  and  those  things 
“annoyances”  that  were  negations. 

The  following  incidents  were  the 
joyances  I  remembered: 

I  was  awakened  very  early  in  the 
morning  by  a  vigorous  little  bird  just 
.  outside  my  window.  He  was  sounding 
forth  a  clear,  cheerful  note  that  sounded 
for  all  the  world  like,  “Get  up!  Get  up!” 
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Next  I  was  grateful  that  I  could  wiggle 
my  toes  and  know  that  I  was  not  dead. 

It  was  good  to  know  that  I  could  walk 
on  two  good,  strong  legs  to  the  kitchen. 

Few  fragrances  in  life  can  equal  the 
smell  of  fresh  perked  coffee. 

My  husband,  having  looked  across  the 
table  at  me  during  approximately  43,800 
meals  (40  years  of  married  life)  could 
still  smile  his  special,  rich  smile  and  say, 
“I  love  you.” 

After  I  have  my  coffee,  I  indulge 
myself  in  this  greatly  rewarding  habit.  I 
sit  in  the  livingroom  in  a  delightfully 
comfortable  chair  with  its  relaxing 
ottoman.  In  the  quietness  of  this  room, 
filled  with  furnishings  that  were  with  me 
when  I  was  a  child,  I  pray  and  meditate. 
Outside  the  large  windows  I  have  a  view 
of  crepe  myrtles  and  of  althea  bushes  so 
luxuriant  with  blossoms  in  due  seasons. 

It  is  time  now  for  my  husband  to  bring 
me  a  second  cup  of  coffee  so  that  I  can 
continue  my  meditation.  This  simple, 
kind  act  makes  me  feel  like  the  queen  of 
the  day. 

I  love  putting  the  house  in  order.  I  am 
so  thankful  that  I  can  do  my  own 
housework.  I  always  regard  dusting  as  a 
privilege  for  this  chore  gives  me  the 
opportunity  to  hold  cherished  objects  in 
my  hands  and  enjoy  wonderful  memories 
they  evoke  without  giving  the 
appearance  of  being  maudlin.  I  never 
dust  that  I  don’t  whisper  softly  the  lines 
from  “Carousel”  —  “When  today  is  a 
long  time  ago.  ” 

When  I  do  the  laundry,  I  am  so  glad 
that  I  don’t  own  a  dryer.  There  is  a 
special  therapy  about  hanging  clothes  on 
the  line  in  the  fresh  air  and  the  bright 
sunshine.  Again,  this  ordinary  domestic 
duty  furnishes  a  powerful  tug  on  the 
memory  of  other  days,  other  people, 
other  places,  and  other  ways  of  life. 

Then  as  I  take  a  walk,  I  stop  to  chat 
with  neighbors  here  and  there.  In  a  way, 
walking  is  serendipity.  For  as  I  walk, 
dogs  follow  me.  They  are  interesting 
fellows  to  observe  as  my  daily 
companions.  I  sometimes  believe  they 
actually  stand  in  their  separate 
driveways  watching  and  waiting  for  me 
for  our  morning  excursions.  The  bond 
between  us  is  so  strong  that  I  almost 
expect  them  to  start  speaking  to  me. 

A  few  minutes  after  I  returned  from 
my  walk,  the  postman  knocked  at  the 
door  to  leave  a  package  for  me.  Few 
excitements  can  rival  the  joy  of  opening 
a  surprise  package. 

I  hemmed  a  dress  for  my  little  niece. 
Handstitching  affords  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  meditating. 


group’s  action  received  too  much  prominence 


OH,  THE  4TRBS 
OF  TOPAi'i 
HECTIC  FACE 
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AFTER  ANOTHER 
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HQ  PLACE 
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and  to  go  out  seeking  education  and 
employment  in  all  fields,  loudly 
demanding  our  rights  in  the  church  and 
community. 

They  forgot  that  sooner  or  later  we 
would  begin  to  think  about  a  voice  in  our 
own  United  Methodist  organization. 

It  looks  like  the  teacher  taught  the 

students  too  well.  „  ,  „  , 

Carolyn  Baker 

Glendale,  Arizona 

Council  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

“Astonished”  and  “happy”  are  the 
words  to  describe  me  at  this  moment, 
after  reading  the  article  “Council  wants 
‘voice  for  women’  ”  (TM/UMR,  Septem¬ 
ber  29).  Praise  God  that  some  of  the 
UMW  leaders  are  at  last  willing  to  stand 
up  and  be  counted  for  what  is  right! 
Many  of  us  on  the  “grassroots”  level 
have  been  through  the  same  thing  — 
trying  to  be  heard  through  “channels” 
and  have  been  given  the  same  run¬ 
around  these  women  experienced. 

Thank  you  for  publishing  the  article, 
and  please  print  an  address  to  which  we 
may  write  for  support  and  more 
information  on  the  “Esther”  council. 

Judy  Romero 

Ranchos  de  Taos,  New  Mexico 


can  annoy 

Later  I  carried  a  package  by  the  Post 
Office.  The  clerk  was  most  courteous  and 
helpful  in  advising  the  proper  method  of 
mailing. 

Starting  the  reading  of  a  new  book  is 
always  an  adventure.  It  is  truly,  “Open 
Sesame.” 

Weeding  the  flowerbed  is  always  a 
challenge. 

How  great  it  is  to  have  three  little 
children  answering  the  doorbell  when  1 
ring,  with  arms  outstretched,  calling, 
“Faye!  Faye!”  as  if  I  had  not  been  there 
just  the  day  before. 

My  niece  had  baked  me  a  cake,  my 
favorite  —  chocolate  covered  devil's 
food.  Young  people  seem  to  get  all  their 
chores  done  and  have  time  for  other 
people,  too. 

On  the  way  home  I  saw  a  young  boy 
about  high  school  age  sitting  in  the 
middle  of  a  vacant  lot  in  an  elegant 
wrought  iron  chair.  He  was  just  sitting 
there  in  space,  all  alone.  Maybe  I  can 
write  a  story  about  him. 

At  home  again  the  phone  rang.  A  dear 
little  familiar  voice  said,  “Hi!”  as  only 
an  eight  year  old  can  say  that  one 
syllable  in  such  a  special  way. 

While  I  was  at  the  phone,  I  stayed  to 
call  a  friend  who  is  ill,  hoping  to  cheer 
her  a  bit.  But  it  was  I  who  was  lifted  when 
the  conversation  ended. 

My  homemade  bread  came  out  just 
right  to  have  with  coffee  when  I  share 
with  my  husband  the  happenings  of  the 
day. 

I  almost  forgot  to  set  down  the 
annoyances  of  the  day.  Try  as  I  would,  I 
could  only  think  of  three  very  slight 
negations  as  follows : 

First,  I  recalled  looking  in  the  mirror 
when  I  first  arose.  There  I  saw  as  always 
my  hair  sticking  out  at  all  angles,  Rooking 
the  spitting  image  of  the  witch  of  Endor. 

Second,  the  commode  kept  running  on 
and  on  and  on  as  if  it  would  never  shut  off 
at  all. 

Third,  I  had  tried  three  times  with  my 
arthritic  wrist  before  I  could  open  the 
bottle  of  vitamins.  Perhaps  anyone 
strong  enough  to  open  that  bottle  doesn’t 
even  need  the  vitamins  inside. 

So  with  this  unbalanced  list  of  joyances 
and  annoyances,  1  thought  this  happy 
state  must  be  what  the  writer  had  in 
mind  in  I  John  1:4  -  “that  your  joy  may 
be  full.” 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Faye  Field,  is 
a  member  of  UMC  in  Longview,  Texas. 


Let  8  be  honest 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  recent  editorial  comment 
regarding  duplication  of  copyright 
materials  was  well  taken  (TM/UMR, 
September  15).  But  the  issue  needs  to  be 
stressed  in  even  stronger  terms. 

The  Eighth  Commandment  enjoins  us 
against  stealing.  The  Tenth  Command¬ 
ment  counsels  against  the  coveting  of 
property  and  creations  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  under  the  Fatherhood  of  God. 
Churches  should  practice  what  they 
preach. 

In  all  fairness,  however,  we  must 
recognize  that  in  most  situations,  the 
duplication  of  music  or  worship  material 
is  not  perceived  as  “stealing”  but  rather 
as  a  pragmatic  economy  measure  in  the 
service  of  the  noble  goals  of  the  church. 
Also  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  confusion 
as  to  the  current  rules  and  regulations 
concerning  the  use  of  such  material. 

Certainly  the  church  press  has  a 
responsibility  to  stress  the  moral  issue 
involved  in  unauthorized  use  and  dupli¬ 
cation  of  restricted  material.  Equally  the 
church  press  should  assume  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  informing  and  explaining  the 
law  which  recently  has  been  changed  and 
which  is  ill  understood. 

The  publication  of  a  clear  and 
complete  study  and  explanation  of  the 
limitations,  exemptions,  interpretations 
of  allowable  “educational  uses”  and 
explanation  of  procedure  to  secure 
copyright  clearance  would  help  our 
churches  to  become  more  honest. 

James  E.  Griffith 
Norwalk,  California 
Losses  understandable 
To  the  Editor: 

Sharon  Mielke’s  story  about  global 
food  problems  in  the  September  29  issue 
points  out  that  United  Methodists  make 
world  hunger  a  “top  priority”  but  that 
now  interest  in  the  problems  seems  to  be 
waning,  and  the  will  to  get  at  “root 
causes”  has  yet  to  emerge. 

United  Methodists  are  in  trouble.  We 
cannot  get  ourselves  heard  from  the 
grassroots  level,  so  the  only  way  we  can 
make  an  impression  on  the  spenders  is  to 
refuse  to  contribute  to  programs  for 
which  the  funds  have  been  grossly 
misused. 

According  to  the  July  21  issue  of 
TM/UMR,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  Hunger  Coordinating 
Committee  donated  $15,000  and  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  $10,000  to 
provide  food  for  demonstrators  who 
walked  to  Washington,  D.C.  How  could 
they  use  money  intended  to  help 
desperate,  starving  people  in  this  way? 

We  will  never  be  able  to  help  victims  of 
disaster  when  trusted  boards  and 
committees  demonstrate  extravagant 
misuse  of  donated  money.  The  people  we 
intended  to  help  will  just  have  to  wait. 
Even  if  “we”  give  more  they  wouldn’t 
get  the  help.  What  looks  to  some  as  lost 
interest  in  a  program  is  just  the  opposite 
—  we  are  truly  interested  in  seeing  that 
such  programs  are  carried  on  in  a  better 
manner. 

And  who  can  we  trust  to  know  a  “root 
cause”  from  a  political  cause  or  a  pitch 
for  publicity?  We  have  had  painful 
experience  with  the  present  leadership. 
Rather  than  sit  back  and  allow  ourselves 
to  be  misrepresented,  we  have  taken  the 
remaining  option  —  cut  off  the  financial 
support.  That  is  the  plain,  blunt  fact  and 
it  shouldn’t  take  a  task  force  to  figure  out 
why  “interest  is  waning.” 

Jeannette  Parker 
Gettysburg,  South  Dakota 

Two  errors  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

Two  inaccuracies  in  the  article 
“Missionary  to  learn  medical  skills  at 
age  53”  (TM/UMR,  September  8) 
prompt  me  to  write. 

Miss  Helen  Hill,  a  native  of  Montana 
and  at  present  a  UM  missionary  in 
Chihuahua,  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  was 
never  assigned  to  the  La  Vega,  Jalisco, 
area.  The  clinic  there  was  started  as  a 
project  of  the  Mexican  Methodist  Youth. 
The  first  U.S.  missionary  to  work  there 


was  Miss  Marjorie  Ruegger,  who  is  a 
native  of  Wisconsin. 

It  is  encouraging  to  learn  of  Rev. 
Conerly’s  studies  which  will  enable  him 
to  better  serve  the  needs  of  the  rural  area 
of  Jalisco  state  where  La  Vega  is  located. 

I  wonder,  however,  if  the  people  there 
with  whom  Mr.  Conerly  will  work 
appreciate  being  referred  to  as 
“ignorant.”  In  Spanish,  at  least,  this  is 
not  a  complimentary  adjective. 
Equating  poverty  with  ignorance  is  a 
serious  mistake  for  anyone  to  make  in 
Latin  America  today. 

I  enjoy  reading  your  paper.  Its 
coverage  of  Latin  American  religious 
news  is  unusually  good. 

Carolina  Labrada 
Bergenfield,  New  Jersey 

Accountability  lacking 

To  the  Editor: 

In  recent  issues  of  TM/UMR,  there 
have  been  many  articles  concerning  the 
somewhat  dubious  actions  of  our  national 
boards,  and  I  refer  most  recently  to  the 
Women’s  Division’s  stand  on  Zimbabwe. 

What  concerns  me  most  is  the 
accountability  of  our  national  board 
members  in  general.  There  seems  to  be  a 
wide  gap  in  the  thinking  between  the  vast 
majority  of  United  Methodists  and  the 
specific  policies  of  some  of  our 
“representatives.”  In  the  pastorate,  we 
speak  of  “freedom  of  the  pulpit,”  and 
that  should  be  defended  within 
reasonable  limits,  because  that  is  not  a 
position  of  representation  as  such. 
People  often  need  to  hear  something  they 
don’t  particularly  like  or  agree  with. 

But  when  it  comes  to  national  church 
policy  statements,  etc.,  our  leaders  are 
supposed  to  speak  the  will  of  the  church 
—  to  really  represent  the  membership  of 
the  entire  United  Methodist  Church;  and 
I  don’t  see  evidence  of  that  at  all.  I  doubt 
that  most  of  our  members  understand 
how  these  representatives  on  national 
boards  are  selected  and  how  the 
“pecking  order”  within  the  boards  is  set 
up.  I  would  like  to  see  TM/UMR  run  an 
article  or  series  of  articles  that  would 
explain  in  simple  terms  the  process  that 
takes  place  in  selecting  these 
representatives  and  just  how  they  are 
accountable  to  the  church  at  large.  If 
particular  individuals  are  way  out  of 
line,  just  what  process  is  there  for 
removing  them  from  power? 

I  see  this  issue  of  accountability  as  a 
major  subject  for  General  Conference  to 
tackle  in  1980  in  setting  up  more 
responsive  structures. 

Timothy  D.  Boyle 
Santa  Maria,  California 

Evangelize  Jews 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  a  letter  that  appeared  in 
this  column,  “Christians  shouldn’t  try  to 
evangelize  the  Jews,”  I  want  to  express 
my  views  on  this  matter. 

The  Jews  are  the  apple  of  God’s  eye, 
and  as  stated  in  that  letter,  they  are 
beloved  for  the  Father’s  sake.  Genesis 
12:3  says  that  God  will  bless  them  that 
bless  the  Jew.  I  want  to  be  blessed.  What 
greater  blessing  than  to  reach  the  Jew 
for  Jesus. 

I  believe  that  we  should  evangelize  the 
world  including  the  Jews. 

Peg  Croyle 

Bentley  ville,  Pennsylvania 


Thanks! 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  be  to  Archie  Matson 
(TM/UMR,  September  29)  ipr  his^ure 
confidence  in  Christ  and  his  clear 
perception  of  some  alternative  grounds 
upon  which  Christians  from  time  to  time 
have  sought  to  find  their  resting  place  — 
grounds  which  are  more  convenient  and 
less  troublesome  than  resting  on  the 
living  Christ. 

Fred  E.  Loder 
Norfolk,  Nebraska 

Cyclist  misidentified 

To  the  Editor: 

No  doubt  several  others  have  already 
pointed  out  that  the  person  pictured  on  a 
bicycle  in  “People  in  the  news” 
(TM/UMR,  Sept.  22)  is  not  Douglas 
Crowder.  Mr.  Crowder,  from  the  Holston 
Conference,  is  balding  with  black  hair 
(sometimes  a  beard)  and  is  thinner  than 
the  man  pictured.  The  man  pictured  may 
be  the  “friend”  referred  to  in  the  article. 

Roy  L.  Howard 
Dandridge,  Tennessee 


Classified 

liATE;  50  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 

insertion.  $12.50  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 
Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion 

LATCH  HOOK  the  United  Methodist  symbol,  as  16  x 
16  inch  pillow  or  hanging  Design  handpainted  on  rug 
canvas,  instruction,  47  (Hook,  yarn  not  included.) 
Nancy  Designs.  4717  Overlook  Drive,  Bloomington, 
Minn.  55437. 

1967  CHEVROLET  CHURCH  BUS.  45  passenger, 
recently  painted  and  upholstered.  $2195.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Carthage.  Tex.  214-693-5227. 

BUS  1962  Ford  45  passenger  New  motor,  tires. 
Phone  502-348-9488.  Bardslown.  Ky. 

CHIEF  DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER  for  large 

evangelical  seminary.  Send  resume  to  Charles 
Turkington,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  Wilmore,  Ky.  4039o! 
Application  deadline  Nov  15,  1978  An  equai 
opportunity  employer 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 

or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,”  16<;  100,  $15.00,  bronze 
cross,  $1.50;  poems,  "Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  2*.  Plus 
postage  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27609.  I 

REMODELING  —  FOR  SALE  40  church  pews,  10  to 
26  foot  lengths,  all  wood,  S  &  K  Manufacturer,  pew 
cushions,  excellent  condition.  214-321-2601  or  214-341- 
3326. 

NEED  A  UNIQUE  PROGRAM?  Apron  Celebration 
challenges  all  to  service  in  verse  and  song.  $3.50  to 
Helen  Arms,  2872  Weeks  A  ve,  Oceanside,  N.Y.  11572 

FOR  SALE:  Church  pews  (8)  22'9"  long.  Very  good 
shape.  Make  reasonable  offer  Epworth  United 
Methodist  Church,  Chickasha,  Okla.  Phone  (405)  224- 
3320. 

THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 

Rockwall,  Tex.,  is  issuing  $1,000,000  in  bonds  through 
the  Texas  Methodist  Development  Fund  Bond  Plan. 
Rates:  8%.  8'*%,  9%.  Denominations  of.  $250;  $500; 
$1,000,  $2,000,  $5,000,  $10,000.  Maturity  date:  Hois'* 
years.  For  information  or  an  offering  circular 
contact:  Rev.  Walter  L.  Zimmerman,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  158,  Rockwall,  Tex. 
75087.  Phone  (214)  722-5500. 

ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PASTOR  -  emphasis  on 

education,  youth,  programming;  resume, 
references,  picture.  Gulf  Breeze  United  Methodist 
Church,  P  O.  Box  338,  Gulf  Breeze,  Fla.  32561. 

DIRECTOR  OF  FIELD  EDUCATION:  Nominations 

and  applications  will  be  received  until  Nov  10,  1978 
for  the  position  of  Director  of  Field  Education  at 
Garrett  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary, 
Evanston,  III  Pastoral  experience,  preferably  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  essential.  For  more 
complete  description  of  requirements  and 
responsibilities  write  to  Office  of  the  President, 
Garrett  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  2121 
Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  111.  60201 

CREEKFRONT  HOUSE  WITH  BOAT  Two 
bedrooms,  den,  completely  furnished,  nice.  $150 
week,  $500  month.  Sindahl  Evans,  1313  Driftwood 
Drive,  N.  Ft  Myers.  Fla  33903  Collect  (813  )  995- 
4166. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home.  Write;  Forest  Hill  Manor,  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park,  1850  Alice  St.. 
Oakland,  Calif  94612  i 

OCTOBER  20.  1978 
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Mid-life  journey:  road  is  rocky  but  view  is  great 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

•  It  s  scary  to  grow  up  at  forty-nine 
but  I've  got  to." 

— "Living  the  Questions” 
by  Robert  Raines 

N.  ANDOVER,  Mass.  —  Those  who 
think  they  stopped  growing  up 
somewhere  after  adolescence  may 
have  to  think  again  when  a  "dis-ease” 
begins  to  plague  them  sometime 
around  age  40.  It’s  known  as  mid-life 
—  and  whether  one  calls  it  a  crisis  or 
simply  a  journey,  it's  a  turbulent  time 
indeed  for  most  people. 

Children  leave  home.  Parents  get 
old  and  die.  Careers  level  off  —  or  lose 
their  challenge  —  or  start.  Thoughts 
about  death  begin  to  surface. 
Waistlines  thicken  and  questions 
about  sexuality  loom  large.  Belief 
systems  shake  on  their  foundations. 


For  the  first  time  since  adolescence, 
the  haunting  question  comes.  "Who 
am  I  and  where  am  I  going  the  rest  of 
my  life?” 

Despite  the  shifting  sands,  the  mid¬ 
years  are  actually  "prime  time," 
Robert  and  Cynthia  Hirni  Raines  told 
a  small  group  of  middle-aged  United 
Methodists  of  the  Southern  New 
England  conference  who  gathered 
here  last  week  to  take  stock  and 
marshal  their  resources  for  the 
second  half  of  their  lives. 

"We  have  at  this  age  tremendous 
potential  for  taking  control  of  our  own 
lives,”  they  were  assured  by  Mr. 
Raines,  former  UM  pastor,  now 
author,  United  Church  of  Christ 
clergyman  and  director  of  Kirkridge 
Retreat  and  Study  Center,  Bangor, 
Pa.  "The  world  needs  us  to  generate 
all  the  creativity  we  can,”  he  said. 


The  18  persons  —  couples  and 
singles,  clergy  and  laypersons  —  met 
at  Rolling  Ridge  UM  Conference 
Center  in  a  wooded  setting  alive  with 
fall  foliage  and  quietly  conducive  to 
the  kind  of  retreat  they  were  seeking. 
For  two  days  the  Raines  led  them 
through  a  "Mid-Life  Journey” 
workshop  aimed  at,  as  Ms.  Raines  put 
it,  "affirming  our  roots  and  finding 
our  wings.  " 

To  grow  toward  wholeness  at  this 
time  in  life,  middle-agers  must  accept 
Carl  Jung’s  statement  that  "we 
cannot  live  the  afternoon  of  our  life  as 
we  did  the  morning.”  she  told  the 
group.  "No  truth  can  serve  us  as 
before.”  To  live  into  aging 
successfully  means  examining, 
sorting  out,  "trusting  our  own 
experience  to  tell  us  what  to  hold  onto 
and  what  to  leave  behind.” 


One's  faith  journey  through  mid-life 
must  undergo  the  same  kind  of 
metamorphosis,  Mr.  Raines  said,  "It 
would  be  strange  indeed  if  our  belief 
system  remained  the  same  when 
everything  else  is  shifting. 
Yesterday’s  will  of  God  is  obsolete  for 
us.”  He  traced  the  Genesis  story  of 
Abraham  and  Sarah,  reminding 
participants  of  Abraham's  “going  out 
not  knowing.”  "Faith,  he  said,  "is  not 
a  matter  of  knowing  but  of  questing.  ” 
Marshaling  of  resources,  both 
leaders  insisted,  means  living 
"intentionally”:  taking  responsibility 
for  one’s  own  life,  neither  asking 
permission  nor  blaming  others.  It 
means  accepting  the  fact  that  we  will 
die,  and  that  others  will  die,  and  that 
pain  and  grief  are  not  bad  things.  And 
it  may  mean  learning  new  skills  for 
intimacy  in  marriage  —  once  the 


children  are  gone  —  for  meaningful 
friendships,  and  for  a  different  kind  of 
relationship  with  aging  parents. 

As  workshop  participants  shared 
their  "life-stories.”  they  were 
perhaps  a  microcosm  of  the  problems 
and  possibilities  facing  middle-aged 
people  today.  They  were,  a  pastor 
going  through  the  trauma  of  divorce 
and  separation  from  his  children;  a 
couple  facing  his  early  retirement  and 
her  return  to  college;  a  mother  who 
with  a  teenaged  invalid  son  is  having 
to  work  out  a  new  relationship  with 
him  and  others;  a  woman  who  has 
recently  discovered  she  has  lived 
much  of  her  life  trying  to  make  her 
mother  like  her;  a  man  whose  career 
change  is  both  frightening  and 
exhilarating. 

By  the  end  of  the  workshop,  they 
and  others  went  home  with  self- 


assigned  tasks  for  taking  some  new 
directions  and  with,  some  said,  an 
increased  feeling  that  "I  can  cope” 
with  the  stresses  of  the  middle  years. 

Mr.  Raines  at  one  point  urged 
participants  to  find  opportunities  in 
their  local  churches  to  offer  adult 
development  experiences  for  middle- 
agers.  "Many  people  don’t  realize 
that  growth  is  still  possible,"  he  said. 
"There  is  no  guru  to  tell  them  what  to 
do  with  their  lives ;they  are  the  only 
guru’  they  have.  But  it  helps  to  point 
out  the  resources  they  do  have. " 

Undoubtedly  there  are  those  who 
call  such  self-examination  "selfish," 
he  noted.  But  "it  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  in  mid-life  to  attend  to  our¬ 
selves.  Our  own  wants  and  needs 
have  to  stop  being  dirty  words.  If  at 
this  stage  I  cannot  affirm  myself.  I’m 
going  to  be  bad  news  .” 


‘Lifeline’  tuition  plan  endorsed 

Higher  education  funding  crisis  can  be  solved,  UM  president  says 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  A  "lifeline”  measure 
thrown  out  to  fund  higher  education,  won 
the  endorsement  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  here  last  week. 

Members  of  the  church  agency 
responsible  for  assisting  United 
Methodism’s  network  of  127  schools, 
colleges  and  universities  warmed  to  the 
Tuition  Advance  Fund  (TAF)  plan  which 
is  the  brainchild  of  Boston  University 
President  John  Silber. 

President  Silber  outlined  the  TAF  plan 
in  the  annual  Willson  Lecture  during  the 
course  of  the  board’s  meeting 

The  board  later  sent  its  recommended 
endorsement  to  a  newly  created  public 
policies  committee. 

"The  issue  is  perpetuation  of 
educational  opportunity  in  this  nation,” 
the  UM-related  university  president 
stated.  In  his  terms  equal  educational 
opportunity  exists  when  the  student  can 
choose  the  best  school  to  meet  his 
aptitudes  and  needs.  Access  should  not 
depend  on  the  "luck”  of  being  born  into  a 
wealthy  family. 

Dr.  Silber’s  proposal  is  based  on  the 
idea  that  higher  education  is  a  long-term 
investment  whose  cost  can  be  repaid  by 
recipients  —  a  form  of  installment 
buying.  Under  the  plan,  the  federal 
government  would  provide  up  to  $5,000  a 
year  to  students  with  demonstrated  need 
after  they  had  successfully  completed 
the  first  year  of  schooling. 

Repayment,  limited  to  two  percent  of 
annual  earnings,  would  be  collected  after 
graduation  along  with  income  taxes.  The 
Internal  Revenue  Service  would  be  in 
charge  of  collection;  defaults  would  be 
rare  and  bankruptcy  would  not  wipe  out 
the  obligation.  Students  would  pay  back 
one  and  one-half  times  the  amount 
originally  advanced. 

Dr.  Silber  predicts  "a  terrible 


Correction 


An  article  in  TM/UMR’s  September  29 
issue  under  the  headline  "Splitting 
churches  said  evidence  of  crisis”  quoted 
Dr.  Charles  Keysor  as  saying:  "I  am 
alarmed  at  the  number  of  congregations 
recently  splitting  to  leave  the 
denomination.  It’s  happening  in 
Delaware,  North  Carolina,  Colorado, 
Nebraska,  Texas  and  two  in  Florida.” 

Bishop  Joel  McDavid  of  the  Florida 
conference  subsequently  told  TM/UMR 
that  no  congregations  have  undergone 
such  splits  in  Florida. 

Followup  contact  with  Dr.  Keysor 
revealed  that  two  former  Florida 
conference  pastors  have  recently  left  the 
UMC  to  establish  congregations  of 
another  denomination  in  Florida,  some 
of  whose  members  are  being  drawn  from 
their  former  UM  congregations. 

Bishop  McDavid  replied  that  40 
members  in  one  church  of  more  than 
1,000  members  left  to  join  a  new 
congregation,  and  less  than  that  in  the 
other  instance. 

TM/UMR  regrets  having  transmitted 
imprecise  information  in  the  original 
story. 


New  From  Charles  Ludwig 


MICHAEL  FARADAY, 
FATHER  OF  ELECTRONICS 

)  From  the  popular  historian, 
Charles  Ludwig,  whose  articles  have 
frequently  appeared  in  the  UNITED 
METHODIST,  here  is  the  remarkable 
life  story  of  the  man  who  invented 
the  electric  motor,  the  dynamo,  the 
transformer,  and  the  generator.  This 
is  the  same  man  who  served  as  an 
elder  in  a  small  London  church  that 
was  determined  to  live  by  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount.  For  teens  and 
adults.  Hardcover,  $6.95. 

A  t  your  local  bookstore. 


Herald  Press 


shakedown  in  higher  education  during 
the  next  15  years."  By  1993,  he  says, 
enrollments  in  this  country  will  have 
declined  by  more  than  one  million 
students.  "There  are  going  to  be 
academic  ghost-towns  all  over  the 
country.” 

He  believes  the  best  way  to  ensure  that 
the  best  schools  will  survive  and  that 
students  will  be  able  to  afford  to  attend  is 
through  the  TAF  plan  which  would  put 
the  money  into  the  hands  of  students 
"Their  selection  of  quality  education  in 
an  open  market  is  a  better  way  of 
determining  which  schools  survive  than 
a  government  agency  assessing 
quality.” 

The  plan  is  not  designed  to  save 
independent  schools,  he  points  out.  "The 
plan  is  to  benefit  students  and  their 
parents.”  In  every  case,  the  tuition 
barrier  to  college  would  be  lowered  and 
the  burden  transferred  from  parents  and 
taxpayers  to  the  students  themselves. 

Introduced  into  Congress  this  session 
by  Representative  Michael  Harrington 
and  sponsored  in  the  Senate  by  Senator 
Edward  Kennedy,  the  TAF  plan  is  to  be 
considered  during  hearings  on  higher 
education  next  January 

Reservations  expressed 

Dr.  James  Barrett  of  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education  told  TM/UMR  the  plan 
is  "brilliant”  and  deserves  church 
inquiry  and  study.  He  said  he  also  has 
some  reservations  in  terms  of  its  effect 
on  independent  schools.  The  plan  doesn't 
address  the  "cost/price  gap"  indepen¬ 
dent  schools  face  in  relation  to  pub¬ 
lic  subsidized  education,  in  his  opinion. 
Also,  he  is  not  convinced  students  will 
seek  "quality”  education  to  a  high 
;  enough  degree  to  ensure  survival  of 
independent  schools.  "Studeqts  tend  to 
go  to  the  school  close  to  home  —  or  within 
200  miles.” 

Dr.  Silber  counters  that  it  will  give 
schools  a  reason  to  offer  something 
special.  He  said  small  campuses  will  be 
under  great  financial  pressure  in  the 
years  immediately  ahead  but  that  their 
special  qualities  in  curriculum  and 
personalized  attention  will  continue  to 
attract  students.  He  also  believes  some 
schools  deserve  to  disappear. 

A  year  ago  a  special  study  commission 
of  UM-related  institutions  estimated  that 
about  one-third  were  facing  severe 
financial  problems. 

Steps  toward  priority 

Next  steps  in  moving  higher  education 
up  to  “missional  priority"  status  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  during  the  1981- 
84  quadrennium  were  also  taken  here  with 
approval  of  a  12-point  "Church  and 
Campus"  proposal.  It  goes  next  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  for  consideration. 


In  other  actions,  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  reported  to  the  board 
that  efforts  to  secure  more  ethnic  and 
women  faculty  at  the  church's  13 
seminaries  are  producing  results.  Special 
grants  of  $45,000  apiece  over  a  three-year 
period,  offered  as  incentive  grants,  were 
approved  here  for  four  schools. 

Four  get  grants 

The  schools  are  Drew  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  which  has  hired  a  black  bprofessor 
in  sociology  of  religion,  Dr.  H.  Dean 
Trulear,  and  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
which  hired  Dr.  Julius  E.  Del  Pino  last 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  The  request  for 
"clarification”  from  a  seminary 
president  on  whether  admission  of 
avowed  homosexuals  threatens  the 
school’s  support  from  United  Methodist 
funds  was  unfulfilled  after  lengthy 
consideration  here  last  week  by  the  task 
force  supervising  fund  distribution. 

The  Rev.  Virgil  Bjork,  chairman  of  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  <MEF) 
task  force  of  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  told  TM/UMR  the  taskforce 
chose  not  to  issue  a  statement  but  that  an 
"in-house  document  is  in  process"  and 
will  be  discussed  with  the  seminary 
presidents  and  deans  next  month. 

Mr.  Bjork  said  the  ambiguousness  of 
the  church's  "Book  of  Discipline”  was 
the  major  factor  in  the  committee’s 
unwillingness  to  rush  out  a  statement 

More  than  $6  million  in  MEF  funds 
raised  through  local  church 
apportionment  are  distributed  to  the 
seminaries  annually. 

In  a  meeting  with  Dr.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter,  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  the 
committee  reached  consensus  on  several 
points  the  document  should  cover: 

(1)  reaffirmation  of  the  boards 
position  that  each  of  the  13  UM 
seminaries  set  its  own  admission 
standards;  (2)  preservation  of  the 
principle  of  independence,  non¬ 
interference  by  the  general  board  and 
academic  freedom;  (3)  responsibility  of 
the  seminaries  to  admit  students;  and 
(4)  recognition  that  there  is  no  civil 
"right"  to  attend  a  theological  school. 

Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  Indiana  Area 
and  president  of  the  board,  expressed  a 
similar  feeling  that  "it  ought  to  be  our 
policy  never  to  dictate  what  the 
seminaries  ought  to  do.  They  are 
supported  by  other  sources  as  well  as  the 
denomination,  and  whom  they  choose  to 


July,  a  teacher  in  church  administration 
and  field  education,  the  first  ethnic 
professor  at  St.  Paul  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  has  added  Dr. 
Rosemary  Skinner  Keller  to  its  Dept,  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  United 
Theological  Seminary  now  has  Dr. 
Kathleen  Farmer  as  a  professor  of  Old 
Testament. 

The  board  also  learned  that  its  goal  of 
establishing  special  centers  for  each 
major  ethnic  group  is  now  complete.  The 
last  to  be  set  in  motion  is  the  Native 
American  Center  at  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Kansas  City. 


admit  and  educate  should  be  determined 
by  each  school.  ” 

The  request  for  a  clarification  came 
from  the  president  of  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver  after  the  school 
refused  to  admit  Lucius  Allen  Grooms, 
Washington,  D.C.,  a  candidate  for 
ministry  in  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  a  "gay"  denomination.  (See 
TM/UMR,  Oct.  6.) 

Dr.  Jameson  Jones  of  Iliff  said  the 
refusal  was  prompted  by  a  section  of  the 
"Discipline"  which  prohibits  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
from  giving  any  UM  funds  "to  any  ‘gay’ 
caucus  or  group,  or  otherwise  use  such 
funds  to  promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality.” 

He  told  TM/UMR  that  since  the  church 
underwrites  at  least  a  third  of  the  budget 
of  Iliff  and  the  other  12  seminaries,  that 
every  student  is  subsidized  at  least  30 
percent.  He  said  students  at  Iliff  pay  only 
15  percent  of  the  actual  cost  of  their 
education  through  tuition. 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Evanston,  Ill.,  is  the  only  school 
to  have  come  up  with  a  "rational  and 
administrable  policy,”  according  to  Dr. 
Trotter.  G  ETS  does  not  deny  admission 
to  homosexuals  in  its  academic  degree 
program  which  offers  a  Ph.D.  in  theol¬ 
ogy.  However,  it  does  not  admit  or 
advance  homosexuals  to  its  professional 
ministry  (M.Div. )  program. 

Dean  Marbury  of  G-ETS  told  TM/UMR 
"We  develop  pastors  on  the  basis  of 
professional  standards  and  look  to  the 
church  for  the  ‘norm’  of  professional 
standards.  We  are  co-responsible  with 
the  church  in  determining  fitness  for 
ministry.” 

Earlier  this  year  G-ETS  refused  to 
advance  two  UM  theological  students 
after  they  made  known  their 
homosexuality.  The  Iliff  situation  differs 
in  that  the  applicant  was  not  seeking 
ordination  in  the  UMC. 


‘Gay’  effect  on  funds 
for  seminaries  unclear 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Doesn’t  make  any  difference 

"I  want  to  get  married,”  announced 
the  telephone  caller  who  was 
obviously  a  white  person.  "Will  you 
perform  the  ceremony?”  The  Rev. 
John  Richardson,  pastor  of  St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church,  Temple. 
Tex.,  asked  if  the  caller  knew  he  was 
speaking  to  a  black  preacher.  "That 
doesn’t  make  any  difference,”  replied 
the  voice.  "You  can  read  the  cere¬ 
mony,  can’t  you?”  That  telephone  call 
started  Mr.  Richardson  to  thinking 
there  shouldn’t  be  any  difference  be¬ 
tween  people  sharing  the  Gospel  of 
Christ.  So  the  103rd  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration  of  St.  James  recently  climaxed 
with  black  and  white  choirs,  congre¬ 
gations  and  preachers  from  all  over 
the  district  —  "United  Methodist 
people  celebrating  together  the  glory 
of  God.” 

That’s  sticking  to  it 

Some  folks  have  "stick-to- 
itiveness.”  Elizabeth  W.  Gooch  is  one. 
Her  pastor  asked  her  to  become  the 
organist  at  Ninth  Street  Methodist 
Church  in  Covington,  Ky.,  back  in 
1919,  saying,  "I  believe  you  will  stick 
with  us.”  Sixty  years  later  she  is  still 
playing  the  organ  every  Sunday  for 
worship  service. 

Practices  what  preached 

One  thing  John  Wesley  feared  was 
that  the  “people  called  Methodists 


would  get  the  idea  that  we  have  a 
monopoly  on  the  good  practices  of 
Christianity.  In  fact,  one  of  Wesley's 
requirements  for  his  preachers  was 
that  they  preach  one  sermon  each 
month  on  the  strengths  of  other 
denominations.”  And  in  saying  that. 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Alsie  H. 
Carleton  practiced  what  his  mentor 
preached  as  he  became  the  president 
for  the  third  time  of  the  New  Mexico 
inter-church  agency  that  includes  14 
different  denominations. 


Pop  singer  praises  Lord 

It  was  ‘amazin’  says  pop  singer  B. 
J.  Thomas  of  the  way  the  Lord 
miraculously  cured  his  debilitating 
12-year-old  drug  habit,  his  insomnia, 
and  gave  him  a  whole  new  life.  Since 
then,  B.J.,  whose  "top  40"  hits  include 
"Somebody  Done  Somebody  Wrong 
Song"  and  "Raindrops  Keep  Falling 
on  my  Head,"  has  made  testimonials 
to  the  Lord  the  centerpiece  of  his  act. 
"People  ask  me  why  I  still  sing  pop 
music,”  he  said.  "Well,  the  Lord 
wasn’t  makin’  an  evangelist.  He  just 
saved  a  pop  singer.  " 

Redresses  deplorable  actions 

He  was  just  a  10-year-old  boy  when 
along  with  110,000  other  Japanese 
Americans  he  was  evacuated  from 
the  West  Coast  during  the  early  panic 
days  of  World  War  II  and  placed  in 
internment  camps.  But  he  never 
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Norman  Mineta 

forgot  the  experience.  Now  U.S.  Rep. 
Norman  Mineta  has  sponsored  a  bill 
which  Congress  passed  granting  civil 
service  retirement  credit  for  federal 
workers  who  had  been  interned.  A 
member  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Jose,  Calif.,  Rep. 
Mineta  said  the  bill  "will  help  redress 
the  wrongful  and  deplorable  actions  of 
some  30  years  ago,  taken  in  the  name 
of  ‘national  security,’  which  deprived 
many  individuals  of  their  constitu¬ 
tional  rights." 


Named 

Miss 

Wheelchair 

CONCORD,  N.C.— 
Mrs.  Kay  Barrier 
was  crowned  "Miss 
North  Carolina 
Wheelchair”  in  June 
and  was  one  of  the 
top  10  contenders  in 
the  national  pageant 
in  August. 

An  active  member 
of  Central  UMC  here, 
the  pretty  contestant 
was  injured  in  an 
auto  accident  when 
she  was  a  sophomore 
in  high  school  15 
years  ago.  She  has 
been  confined  to  a 
wheelchair  since. 
During  the  next  year 
Miss  Barrier  will 
travel  throughout  the 
state  promoting  the 
abilities  of  handicap¬ 
ped  persons. 

CONCORD  TRIBUNE 
PHOTO 


Long-time  ‘receivers’ 
are  now  top  givers 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  .  -  Three 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
traditionally  thought  of  as  being  on  the 
"receiving"  end  of  mission  giving  are 
among  top  conferences  in  terms  of  giving 
to  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
(EMLC)  and  the  World  Hunger 
Missional  Priority  Advance  Specials. 

In  a  report  on  the  first  eight  months  of 
1978,  the  Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker,  director  of 
the  Advance,  commended  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference,  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  in  Kentucky  and 
Puerto  Rico  Conference. 

Of  73  annual  conferences,  Mr.  Walker 
said,  Alaska  ranked  second  in  the 
proportion  of  its  churches  giving  to  both 
EMLC  and  World  Hunger  Advance. 
Eight  of  Alaska’s  22  churches  gave  to 
EMLC  and  13  to  Hunger,  he  stated. 

Red  Bird  ranked  first  in  the  percentage 
of  churches  giving  to  the  World  Hunger 
Advance  Special  (11  out  of  14),  Mr. 
Walker  said.  It  was  fifth  in  EMLC 
Advance  giving  (three  out  of  14 
churches ) . 

Puerto  Rico,  with  14  of  its  56 
congregations  giving  to  both  priorities, 
ranked  fourth  in  EMLC  and  ninth  in 
hunger,  Mr.  Walker  noted. 

“These  traditionally  receiving 
conferences  deserve  a  lot  of  credit," 
commented  the  Advance  director  "They 
have  taken  the  priorities  of  their  church 
seriously.  With  much  less  promotional 

Block  UM  leader 
arrested  for 
protest  march 

CULLMAN,  Ala.  (UMC)  -  The  Rev 
Joseph  E.  Lowery,  president  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  and  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman,  was  one  of  23  persons 
arrested  here  Oct.  2  while  demonstrating 
their  support  for  a  black  man  accused  of 
raping  three  white  women. 

Dr.  Lowery,  pastor  of  Central  UMC  in 
Atlanta,  was  released  on  bond  the  same 
day. 

The  arrests  culminated  a  march  from 
Decatur  to  Cullman  over  the  weekend  by 
some  40  persons  protesting  the  removal 
of  Tommy  Lee  Hines’  trial  from  Decatur, 
which  was  a  black  community,  to 
Cullman  with  only  120  blacks  out  of  00,000 
population. 

Mr.  Hines,  26,  a  former  student  at  a 
Decatur  school  for  the  mentally 
retarded,  was  indicted  in  May.  His 
supporters  insist  that  because  of  his 
mental  condition,  he  was  incapable  of  the 
crimes. 

The  UM  clergyman,  who  participated 
in  the  last  eight  miles  of  the  march,  said 
"The  Ku  Klux  Klan  accosted  us  four  or 
five  miles  out  of  town  carrying  clubs, 
pipes,  sticks  and  guns.  But  we  marched 
right  through  them.  State  troopers  told 
Klansmen  to  put  down  their  pipes.  But 
not  a  single  Klansman  was  arrested  by 
them.” 


machinery  than  the  bigger  conferences, 
they  have  somehow  managed  to  get  the 
word  to  their  people  and  the  people  have 
responded.” 

Mr.  Walker’s  report  showed  that  the 
conference  with  the  largest  proportion  of 
churches  giving  to  the  EMLC  Advance 
Special  was  Central  Texas  with  66 
percent. 

Measuring  the  number  of  churches 
involved  in  giving  to  the  priorities 
through  the  Advance  gives  a  good 
indication  how  well  the  message  is 
getting  through  to  the  persons  in  the  pew. 
according  to  Mr.  Walker 

“With  only  1,606  congregations  out  of 
more  than  38,000  (  4.1  percent)  responding 
to  the  EMLC  priority  through  the 
Advance,  I  believe  it  is  safe  to  assume 
that  for  some  reason  the  people  called 
United  Methodists  have  still  not  heard 
about  this  priority,"  he  said. 

He  added  that  4,135  local  churches  had 
responded  to  the  Hunger  priority 
Advance  Special  or  about  10.5  percent. 

THE 
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Bishops  promote  missional 
priorities  across  the  church 


In  a  bold  effort  to  reemphasize  the  importance  of  the 
church's  three  missional  priorities  —  world  hunger,  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  and  evangelism  —  United 
Methodist  bishops  have  fanned  out  across  the  73  annual 
conferences  this  fall  to  urge  the  thousands  of  UMs  attending 
the  convocations  to  renewed  dedication  to  the  priorities. 

Shown  in  the  top  photo  at  Orlando,  Fla.,  is  area  Bishop 
Joel  McDavid,  left.  Governor  Reuben  O'D  Askew  who 
spoke  against  casino  gambling  in  the  state,  and  Frank 
Furman,  chairperson  of  the  Division  of  Lay  Activities.  On 
the  second  row  are  Bishops  Eugene  M.  Frank  (retired)  left. 
Edward  G.  Carroll,  Boston  Area,  and  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 


Houston  Area,  who  addressed  more  than  1,400  people  at 
the  convocation. 

In  the  lower  left  photo  Bishop  John  B.  Warman, 
Harrisburg  (Penn.)  Area,  addresses  the  Louisiana 
conference  convocation. 

In  the  lower  right  photo,  four  bishops  field  questions  from 
participants  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  convocation. 
Bishop  Monk  Bryan  (left),  Nebraska  Area,  confers  with 
host  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  while  Bishops  James 
Armstrong,  Dakotas  Area,  and  Edward  Tullis,  Columbia 
(S.C. )  Area,  await  the  questions. 

PHOTOS  FROM  FLORIDA.  LOUISIANA.  W.  PENN.  L'MR 


OCTOBER  20.  1978 


‘Don’t  bow  to  threats’ 

Reclaim  Gospel  imperatives ,  Women’s  Division  told 


5-6  million  cross  U.S.  borders  each  year 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DETROIT  —  “We  must  not  let  the 
impulse  for  institutional  survival  abort 
the  Gospel  imperative  to  witness,"  the 
top  executive  of  United  Methodism’s 
national  women’s  organization  said  in  a 
report  here  this  week. 

Responding  to  recent  criticism  levelled 
at  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  from  some  church 
quarters  over  social  issue  stances, 
Theressa  Hoover  called  on  the  division  to 
•  never  succumb  to  intimidation  of  fear. ' ' 
She  made  her  comments  in  a  paper 
prepared  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
division,  which  began  here  Oct.  12. 

‘We  must  not  bow  to  the  threats  of 
diminished  membership  or  declining 
dollars,”  she  said  in  the  report.  She 
termed  those  matters  “extremely 
important,”  but  said  they  should  never 
be  used  as  an  excuse  to  shortchange 
commitment  to  the  Gospel. 

Ms.  Hoover  charged  that  actions  of  the 
Women's  Division  are  “often  mis¬ 
interpreted”  and  said  she  is  unsure 
whether  the  misinterpretation  is  “in 
ignorance”  or  is  “deliberate.” 

Paraphrasing  Jesus  from  the  Gospel  of 
Mark,  she  said:  “If  a  person  seeks  his  or 
her  life,  that  will  be  lost;  but  if  a  person 
gives  himself  or  herself  for  the  Gospel 
and  for  others,  that  life  will  be  saved.  ” 

Ms.  Hoover  went  on  to  reject  claims 
often  made  that  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  organization  is  losing  strength 
because  of  controversial  stances  on 
social  issues. 

“No  other  mainline  denomination  has 
maintained  such  a  strong  national  and 
local  women’s  organization,  with 
intricate  communications  networks,” 
she  said.  “United  Methodist  Women  are 
as  strong  as  ever  —  raising  more  than  $14 
million.” 

In  other  Women’s  Division  business 
completed  before  TM/UMR  press  time 
Monday,  the  division: 

•  Extended  its  previously  adopted  call 
for  economic  pressure  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  on  states  which  have  not 
ratified  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment 
(ERA). 

With  only  five  negative  votes  and  one 
abstention,  the  division  reaffirmed  and 
extended  until  June  30,  1982,  its 

resolution  passed  a  year  ago  calling  for 
no  national  women’s  meetings  in  states 
which  have  not  ratified  the  ERA.  (The 
extension  coincides  with  the  recent 
federal  extension  of  the  time  limit  for  the 
ratification  of  the  amendment. ) 

At  the  same  time,  the  division  added  a 
new  section  to  the  resolution  affirming 


“the  significance  of  personal  as  well  as 
corporate  support  for  the  ERA  by 
suggesting  to  United  Methodist  Women 
strategies  for  individual  participation  in 
the  economic  action  such  as  the  purchase 
of  goods  and  services  from  ratified 
states.” 

•  Unanimously  backed  its  staff  in  the 
wake  of  a  recent  call  for  its  resignation 
by  an  evangelical  caucus  in  the  UMC. 

The  directors  voted  to  “go  on  record  as 
showing  support  and  appreciation  for 
members  of  the  Women’s  Division 
staff.”  The  resolution  went  on  to  say: 
“We  appreciate  the  gifts  and  Christian 
concern  and  insight  that  each  member  of 
the  staff  shares  beyond  her  job 
description.  We  are  grateful  for  the 


interpretation  and  implementation  they 
provide  for  the  work  of  our  directors  and 
regret  that  individual  members  are 
criticized  for  decisions  we  have 
approved.” 

The  resolution  was  in  response  to  a  call 
this  summer  from  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  (EMC)  of  the  “Good 
News”  movement  for  the  resignation  of 
the  entire  division  staff.  The  EMC  listed 
a  number  of  charges  against  the  division 
including  allegations  of  Marxist- 
orientation. 

•  Approved  the  following  grants:  $1,500 
to  the  Justice  for  Women  program  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches;  $6,000  to 
the  Religious  Committee  for  ERA,  and 
$6,000  to  ERAmerica. 


CounciVs  controversial 
racism  agenda  backed 


CHERRY  HILL,  N.J.  (RNS)  - 
Participants  in  a  meeting  here  of  the 
U.S.  Conference  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  declared  that  they  “strongly 
affirm”  the  council’s  controversial 
Program  to  Combat  Racism. 

They  urged  that  their  denominations 
“give  greater  attention  and  more 
aggressive  interpretation  to  it.” 

Although  the  three-day  conference 
which  marked  the  30th  anniversary  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC) 
had  a  varied  agenda,  concern  over  the 
anti-racism  program  dominated  the 
event.  A  one-half-day  plenary  session 
was  given  almost  completely  to  the  WCC 
grants,  particularly  the  controversial 
$85,000  to  the  Patriotic  Front  of 
Zimbabwe. 

Referring  to  objections  to  the  grant  to 
the  Patriotic  Front,  the  participants  said 
that  they  “appear  to  come  largely  from 
Europe  and  North  America  while 
Christians  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Latin 


America  widely  affirm  them." 

"Because  of  the  wide-spread  mis¬ 
information  in  churches  and  in  the 
secular  media  in  North  America  which 
have  equated  activities  of  liberation 
groups  with  irresponsible  violence,”  the 
statement  said,  “we  need  to  provide 
information  and  clarify  the  goals  and 
procedures  of  the  program." 

Earlier  in  discussion  of  the 
controversial  Zimbabwe  grant  it  was 
stressed  that  the  money  was  earmarked 
for  education,  health,  and  other 
humanitarian  services  to  the 
approximately  162,000  blacks  who  have 
fled  into  Mozambique,  Zambia  and 
Botswana  from  Rhodesia. 

But  it  also  was  recognized  that  critics 
—  including  many  from  the  mainline 
denominations  affiliated  with  the  WCC  — 
have  objected  that  the  money  would  be 
diverted  by  the  Patriotic  Front  to 
purchase  weapons. 


End  of  racism  debated 
by  Rhodesia  experts 


Church  said  neglecting  undocumented  aliens 


By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

COLLEGE  STATION,  Tex.  -  Too 
many  churches  are  involved  in  refugee 
resettlement  programs  and  far  too  few 
are  helping  undocumented  aliens  who 
often  have  more  right  to  be  here  than 
many  refugees,  a  10-year  veteran  in 
immigration  counseling  charged  here 
recently. 

Louis  Alfonso  Valarde,  Southwest 
Director  of  Migration  and  Refugee 
Services  for  the  U.  S.  Catholic 
Conference,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  said  he  thinks 
the  reason  churches  resettle  refugees 
and  do  not  help  the  undocumented  aliens 
is  because  federal  money  is  available  to 
support  refugee  resettlement.  Federal 
funds  are  not  available  to  help  the 
undocumented. 

Mr.  Valarde  said  the  majority  of 
undocumented  persons  come  from 
Mexico  but  many  come  from  other  parts 
of  the  world  as  well.  The  best  guess  is 
that  5-6  million  move  across  U.S.  borders 
each  year. 

"My  main  concern  is  that  the  problem 
is  continuing  to  grow  and  there  are  not 
enough  people  to  help,”  Mr.  Valarde  told 
a  mini-seminar  of  the  town  and  country 
church  conference  sponsored  by  Texas 
A  &  M  Extension  Service. 

He  went  on  to  say  that  perhaps  one-half 
of  the  undocumented  aliens  “could  be 
helped  by  volunteer  workers  trained  in 
immigration  law.”  Mr.  Valarde  has 
trained  4,200  volunteer  workers  in  59 


cities,  but  more  are  needed  as  numbers 
continue  to  increase. 

“They  come  because  they  are  hungry 
—  not  for  political  reasons,”  the  church 
executive  said.  “There  is  no  solution  as 
long  as  people  are  hungry  and  there  is 
such  a  vast  difference  in  economic  levels 
between  Mexico  and  the  U.S.” 

Mr.  Valarde  said  U.S.  programs  which 
encouraged  Mexican  laborers  to  cross 
the  border  since  1917  have  instilled  one 
thing  —  “life  in  the  U.S.  is  better  than  in 
Mexico;  there  is  a  rainbow  on  the  other 
side  of  the  border.” 

Illustrating  the  shifts  in  U.S.  policy,  he 
noted,  the  borders  were  opened  in  1917 
and  then  closed  in  1929.  Anyone  with  a 
Spanish  surname  was  forcibly  returned 


to  Mexico.  Again,  during  World  War  II, 
the  borders  were  opened  for  farm 
workers.  After  the  war,  the  bracero 
program  brought  workers  over  a  10-year 
period  to  the  U.S.  Then  in  1977  the 
immigration  quota  for  Mexico  was  cut 
from  47,000  to  20,000  per  year. 

Contending  that  many  of  the 
undocumented  aliens  have  more  rights 
than  refugees,  Mr.  Valarde  pointed  out 
that  “many  have  and  are  helping  build 
our  country.  Further,  he  said,  many  have 
“equities”  (family  relationships)  in  this 
country.  Immigration  law  is  written  to 
provide  for  the  reunification  of  families. 

“Typically,  the  undocumented  person 
who  can’t  be  helped  is  a  single,  young 
male  who  has  no  family  ties”  he  said. 


Mr.  Valarde  discounted  what  he  called 
“propaganda  about  undocumented 
aliens  draining  the  welfare  system.”  A 
number  of  studies  have  indicated  very 
few  draw  welfare  because  they  are  here 
illegally  and  applying  for  aid  would  only 
expose  them.  “Actually,  studies  show 
that  the  undocumented  put  two-thirds 
more  into  the  system  through  the  taxes 
they  pay  than  they  draw  out,”  he  said. 

Fears  of  Hispanics  “taking  over” 
through  voting  power  are  also 
unfounded,  he  reported,  since  only  two 
percent  of  the  Mexicans  who  legalize 
their  status  as  “resident  aliens”  go  on  to 
get  U.S.  citizenship. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  missions  executive  who 
specializes  in  African  affairs  says  that 
the  plight  of  the  black  Rhodesian  “has 
not  substantially  changed”  as  a  result  of 
the  impending  abolition  of  the  country  's 
segregation  laws  —  but  a  black  UM 
leader  of  that  nation  disagrees. 

Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  Africa  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
gave  his  views  of  the  significance  of  the 
Rhodesian  government’s  announcement 
in  an  interview  with  Religious  News 
Service. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa,  one  of  three  black  members 
of  the  Rhodesian  Executive  Council, 
announced  the  proposed  move,  which  has 
to  be  approved  by  Parliament. 

The  bishop  declared  that  “all  racial 
discrimination  is  finished,  scrapped,” 
and  added,  “I’m  so  happy  I  could  jump 
off  the  top  of  the  roof  but  I’m  afraid  I 
might  hurt  myself.” 

But  in  Dr.  Bivens’  view,  the; 
announcement  calls  for  “muted 
rejoicing.”  He  noted  that  under  the 


proposed  changes,  “it  is  not  against  the 
law  for  the  black  to  be  segregated 
against.  Jt  means  that  it’s  not 
mandatory." 

The  Africa  specialist  predicted  that 
members  of  the  Rhodesian  Parliament 
“will  drag  their  feet  as  long  as  they  can” 
in  approving  the  end  of  mandatory  racial 
segregation,  and  said  he  “would  be  sur¬ 
prised  if  they  don’t  take  another  30  days." 

Asked  why  Bishop  Muzorewa  would 
have  taken  a  jubilant  attitude  in  making 
the  announcement,  Dr.  Bivens  said,  “I 
think  that  the  people  in  the  internal 
settlement  are  desperate  to  say 
something  good  about  their 
achievement.” 

Rowan  Cronje,  white  minister  for 
health  and  education  in  Rhodesia, 
described  the  proposed  changes  as  a 
compromise,  rather  than  a  one-sided 
victory  for  either  blacks  or  whites. 

“Our  conclusions  will  not  satisfy  the 
ultra-liberals,  nor  will  the  extreme  right 
like  them,”  he  said.  “Blacks  did  not  get  it 
all  their  own  way.  We  did  not  get  it  all  our 
own  way.  But  the  solutions  show  our 
willingness  to  work  together.” 


Bondholder  action  saves 
Indiana  retirement  home 
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FRANKFORT,  Ind.  —  Holders  of  $9.6 
million  in  bonds  issued  by  the  Wesley 
Manor  retirement  home  here  have  voted 
to  accept  a  reissue  of  the  bonds  at  a  lower 
interest  rate  and  with  longer  maturity 
dates. 

“This  means  there  will  be  no  legal 
action  against  the  home  by  the  bond 
trustee,"  said  John  C.  Grunder,  vice- 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  which  is  trustee  for  the 
bondholders.  “It  should  resolve  the 
financial  crisis,  and  hopefully  the  home 
can  now  go  forward.” 

Ms.  Grunder  said  that  more  than  98 
percent  of  bondholders  who  have  voted 
have  affirmed  the  plan. 

Representatives  of  the  home  corpor¬ 
ation  and  the  North  Indiana  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 


met  with  Mr.  Grunder  Friday,  Oct.  13 
to  sign  a  formal  agreement  between  the 
home  and  bondholders. 

An  issue  of  nearly  $10  million  in  bonds 
for  new  construction  at  the  retirement 
home  was  completed  in  1972.  The  home 
defaulted  on  repayment  early  in  1977 
and,  since  then,  has  sought  a  way  out  of 
its  financial  difficulties  through  aid  from 
the  church  conference  and  negotiations 
with  bondholders. 

The  North  Indiana  Conference  voted 
last  May  to  assure  repayment  of  the 
bonded  indebtedness,  conditional  on 
forgiveness  of  $1.1  million  in  defaulted 
interest  and  penalties  and  recasting  the 
bond  issue. 

Execution  of  the  agreement  on  Friday 
will  recognize  the  vote  of  bondholders  to 
accept  these  terms. 


Prison  rites  performed  by  UM  pastor 


LOS  ANGELES  (UMC)  -  The  Rev. 
James  M.  Lawson  Jr.,  pastor  of  Holman 
United  Methodist  Church  here  and 
onetime  associate  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  officiated  Oct.  13  at  the  wedding 
of  James  Earl  Ray,  who  was  convicted  of 
Dr.  King’s  assassination. 

The  marriage  ceremony  was 
performed  at  Brushy  Mountain  State 
Penitentiary  in  Tennessee.  The  bride  is 
Anna  Sandhu,  an  artist  for  a  Knoxville 
TV  station  whom  Mr.  Ray  met  last  year 
while  on  trial  on  prison-escape  charges. 

Mr.  Lawson  said  he  was  conducting  the 
ceremony  as  “an  act  of  grace”  and 
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because  he  believes  Mr.  Ray  is  not  guilty 
of  Dr.  King’s  slaying  in  1968  “He  is  a 
patsy  in  this  case,"  Mr.  Lawson  told  a 
Los  Angeles  news  conference. 

“This  could  be  a  turning  point  in  Mr. 
Ray’s  life,”  he  said.  He  described  the 
convicted  assassin  as  a  “poor  white  man, 
a  poor  criminal"  who  has  “spent  more  of 
his  life  in  jail  than  out. " 

The  minister,  who  worked  closely  with 
Dr.  King  during  a  12-year  period  ending 
with  the  assassination,  was  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  sanitation  strike  in 
Memphis  which  drew  Dr.  King  to  the  city 
where  he  was  killed.  At  that  time,  Mr 
Lawson  was  pastor  of  Centenary  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Memphis.  He 
moved  to  Los  Angeles  in  1974. 

In  explaining  his  role  as  a  minister 
performing  the  ceremony,  Mr.  Lawson 
said  he  believed  Christ  would  do  the 
same  thing,  as  would  Dr.  King.  The  slain 
civil  rights  leader,  he  said,  “taught 
nonviolence  and  if  the  opportunity  came 
to  extend  the  hand  of  love  to  his  enemies 
he  would  do  that.” 
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RISE  UP  AND  WALK 

An  Autobiography 

Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa 

How  does  Christianity  endure  amidst  the 
awakeninq  struggles  of  Africa’s  third  world 
nations?  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa,  head  of  the 
African  National  Council,  believes  it  has  a  strong 
place  in  the  future  of  Africa. 

Beginning  with  his  boyhood  in  Rhodesia  as 
the  son  of  a  poor  farmer/preacher  and  the  eldest 
of  nine  children,  Muzorewa  recounts  his 
education  in  Missouri  and  Tennessee,  and  his 
appointment  as  Bishop  soon  after  his  return  to 
Rhodesia.  A  powerful  spiritual  and  political 
leader,  Muzorewa  tells  the  story  of  constant 
negotiations,  conferencing,  separation  from 
families,  threat  of  fire  bombs,  assassination,  and 
exile. 

Rise  Up  and  Walk  presents  the  rare 
opportunity  to  look  inside  the  heart  and  mind  of 
a  dedicated  churchman,  loyal  opposition  leader, 
and  black  nationalist  statesman.  Not  since 
Gandhi  has  there  been  an  individual  who 
combines  spiritual  and  political  power  so 
effectively.  Illustrated.  $9.95 
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Peace  church  work 
held  vital  for  U.N. 


GREEN  LAKE,  Wis.  (RNS)  -  A 
specialist  in  international  affairs 
suggested  at  a  conference  of  members  of 
historic  Peace  churches  here  said  that 
‘‘Peace  churches  could,  at  a  pinch,  get 
along  without  the  U.N.  but  the  U.N. 
cannot  survive  without  the  Peace 
churches.” 

J.  Duncan  Wood,  Quaker  international 
affairs  representative  to  United  Nations 
agencies  in  Geneva  from  1952  to  1977, 
made  this  comment  in  his  talk  at  the 
‘‘New  Call  to  Peacemaking”  conference 
held  here  by  Brethren,  Friends  and 
Mennonite  groups  to  discuss  proposals 
for  the  future  of  peacemaking. 

‘‘We  have  the  task  now  of  recalling  the 
nations  to  the  obligations  which  they 
assumed  when  they  became  members  of 
the  U.N.,”  Mr.  Wood  said.  ‘‘We  ask  them 
to  recognize  that  the  supreme  interest  of 
each  one  of  them  must  be  the  good  of  all. 
We  ask  them  to  seek  the  good  of  all 
through  collective  collaboration  in  the 
institutions  which  they  have  created,  and 
through  obedience  to  the  laws  which  they 
have  established  by  treaties  among 
themselves.  In  short,  we  ask  them  to 
abandon  their  obsession  with  national 
interest  and  to  return  to  their  neglected 
or  forgotten  national  responsibilities.” 

Peace  churches  should  accept  this 
responsibility  to  the  nations,  the 
international  affairs  specialist  declared, 
‘‘because  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  his 
children  should  have  life  and  have  it 
more  abundantly.  We  should  not  hesitate 
to  affirm  that  there  is  a  spiritual  side  to 

Call  to  Christ 
means  to  serve , 
bishop  tells  men 

NEW  CASTLE,  Penn.  —  Addressing 
the  largest  gathering  of  United  Methodist 
Men  ever  held  in  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference  last  month, 
Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  told  the  crowd  of 
1,300  persons  that  people  committed  to 
Christ  have  no  alternative  than  to  serve. 

The  Syracuse  (N.Y.)  Area  bishop  said 
“Layer  by  layer  and  day  by  day,  most  of 
what  the  church  does  or  doesn’t  do 
happens  at  unspectacular  times.”  The 
service  Christians  perform  can  be  in 
various  ways  and  its  effects  can  be 
profound,  he  said. 

Indiana  District  Superintendent  James 
Carraway  called  men  “the  third  leg  of  a 
three-legged  stool.”  The  women  and  the 
youth  support  two-thirds  of  the  stool.  But 
he  said  it  cannot  hold  weight  until  the 
third  leg  —  the  men  —  is  added, 
according  to  an  article  in  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 


all  human  activity,  even  to  activities  as 
mundane  as  the  making  of  treaties  and 
the  formulation  of  international 
agreements.” 

Mr.  Wood  affirmed  that  “our  presence 
at  the  United  Nations  is  a  constant  and 
living  witness  to  the  fact  that  except  the 
Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain 
that  build  it;  except  the  Lord  keep  the 
city,  the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain.  ” 

He  stressed  that  “it  is  vital  to  divert 
the  nation  state  from  its  obsession  with 
national  interest  to  a  renewed 
recognition  of  its  international 
responsibility.  This  can  be  done  only 
from  within  states  and  only  by  the 
dedicated  and  determined  efforts  of 
citizens.” 

At  the  same  time,  however,  Mr.  Wood 
cautioned  against  expecting  “that  the 
institutions  of  peace  can  be  built  on  the 
assumption  of  international  respon¬ 
sibility  by  a  single  state  —  even  by  one  so 
powerful  and  influential  as  the  U.S.A.” 

No  help  for 
Satan,  says 
millionaire 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Ray  A.  Kroc 
deserves  a  break  today. 

It  seems  the  founder  and  senior 
chairman  of  McDonald’s  fast-food  chain 
is  having  a  devil  of  a  time  trying  to 
squelch  a  rumor  that  he  contributes  20 
percent  of  his  income  to  the  Church  of 
Satan. 

If  it  were  true,  the  Church  of  Satan 
would  be  very  rich,  since  Mr.  Kroc  is 
estimated  to  be  worth  $350  million.  The 
problem  is,  Mr.  Kroc  told  Religious  News 
Service  in  a  telephone  interview,  that  he 
doesn’t  even  know  what  the  Church  of 
Satan  is  and  calls  the  whole  matter 
“utterly  ridiculous.” 

Mr.  Kroc  speculates  that  the  rumor 
“evidently  started  in,  the  Deep  South,” 
because  he  first  heard  of  it  two  years  ago 
from  a  McDonald’s  operator  in 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  Kroc  describes  himself  as  a 
Congregationalist  and  says  he  has 
attended  Harvard  Congregational 
(United  Church  of  Christ)  Church,  Oak 
Park,  Ill.,  since  “I  started  kindergarten 
there.” 

Mr.  Kroc,  a  baseball  fan  who  now  owns 
the  San  Diego  Padres,  said  he 
contributed  to  many  religious  and 
humanitarian  agencies,  never  to  the 
Church  of  Satan. 

One  of  The  Kroc  Foundation’s  major 
projects  is  Operation  Cork  (Kroc  spelled 
backward),  an  organization  to  helo^ 
families  of  alcoholics. 


Arson 

suspected 

PITTSBURGH 
—  Arson  is  sus¬ 
pected  in  a  fire 
which  destroyed 
the  Crafton 
Heights  United 
Methodist  Church 
and  most  if  its 
contents  here 
Monday,  Sept. 
25.  So  far,  how¬ 
ever,  Fire 
Department  of¬ 
ficials  have  no 
clues  as  to  the 
cause  of  the 
blaze.  No  one 
was  injured.  The 
congregation  will 
worship  with  the 
sister  church  of 
the  two  point 
charge.  Shera- 
den  Terrace.  A 
ew  pastor, 
Rev.  Robert  Dil- 
was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the 
Western  Penn- 
Confer- 
ence  Church  be- 
the  fire. 
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Poem  of  the  Week 

Such  glorious  exit 

By  WM.  FLETCHER  WARD 

If  I  may  go  out  in  flames  of  glory 
As  these  autumnal  leaves  display 
I’d  relinquish  all  my  previous  longings 
And  all  my  dreams  of  a  better  day. 

No  epitaph,  however  eloquent. 

Has  ever  flowed  from  poet’s  pen, 

No  art  song  genius  ever  recorded 
Such  beauty  scored  on  hill  and  glen. 

I  blush  with  shame  -  my  feeble  showing  - 
Past  dreams  flame  not  my  autumn  years 
But  one  by  one  float  down  discolored 
With  jester’s  faith  and  dullard’s  fears. 

Such  show  of  beauty  no  song  evokes, 

No  artist’s  brush  may  yet  recapture, 

No  poet’s  pen  nor  sculptor’s  chisel, 

May  ever  provoke  such  coveted  rapture. 

Who  masters  autumn’s  matchless  beauty 

Whose  garden  paths  on  planets  lay  - 
He  sets  the  timeless  suns  aflaming 
And  forever  extends  the  milky  way. 


6,000  Iowans 
hear  evangelist 

DES  MOINES,  la.  —  "We  have  a 
better  deal  than  they  had  who  walked 
with  Jesus,”  Oral  Roberts,  evangelist 
and  college  president,  declared  in  an 
address  to  6,000  persons  attending  a 
weekend  Holy  Spirit  Conference  here 
sponsored  by  the  Iowa  United  Methodist 
conference. 

The  Holy  Spirit,  said  Dr.  Roberts,  is 
“Christ’s  other  self  returned  to  earth 
after  the  ascension  and  living  in  our 
bodies,  a  better  deal  than  if  you  walked 
the  shores  of  Galilee  with  him." 

The  brief  service  at  the  close  of  his 
address  took  the  form  of  a  mass  healing 
ministry.  Members  of  the  conference 
linked  hands  or  arms  and  responded  in 
unison  to  Dr.  Robert’s  exhortation,  “In 
the  name  of  Jesus,  be  healed  from  the 
crown  of  your  head  to  the  soles  of  your 
feet.” 

Dr.  Roberts  and  other  speakers  urged 
the  conclave  to  reject  the  notion  that 
speaking  in  tongues,  or  prayer  language, 
is  the  major  or  only  initial  evidence  of 
baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit. 

“Prayer  language,”  said  Dr.  Roberts, 
president  of  Oral  Roberts  University  in 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  “is  not  a  substitute  for  the 
preached  Word  of  God,  but  don’t  forbid  it 
from  happening.” 


Students  demonstrate  for  Bibles  in  sehools 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y.  —  During  recent  demonstration,  Rochester  and  Buffalo  school 
students  march  in  support  of  constitutionally  lawful  use  of  the  Bible  in  New  York 
schools. 

The  Baptist  group,  led  by  Home  Missionary  Byron  Lutz,  hopes  to  regain  use  of 
school  rooms  to  conduct  volunteer  Bible  classes  after  school  hours. 
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Church  exec  opposes 
communications  act 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
present  system  of  broadcast  regulation 
“ought  to  be  given  a  chance  to  work 
better,”  according  to  the  chief 
communications  executive  for  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Fore,  head  of  the 
Council’s  Communication  Commission, 
told  a  congressional  subcommittee  that  a 
proposed  revision  of  the  Communica¬ 
tions  Act  of  1934  did  not  include  enough 
regulation. 

“We  oppose  the  idea  that  there  should 
be  regulation  only  when  the  marketplace 
forces  are  deficient,”  he  told  the 
subcommittee  headed  by  Rep.  Lionel 
Van  Deerlin  (D-Cal.)  “The  function  of 
communication  is  far  too  important  to 
the  national  welfare,  perhaps  to  national 
survival,  for  it  to  be  used  primarily  to 
satisfy  economic  goals.  ” 

Dr.  Fore  is  one  of  many  church 
officials  who  have  opposed  the  version  of 
the  act  offered  here  in  July  as  being  far 
too  industry -oriented. 

According  to  a  staff  member  of  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  Communica¬ 
tions,  the  bill  will  be  rewritten  to  cover 
public  interest.  It  will  be  resubmitted  for 
action  by  the  new  Congress  in  January. 

Dr.  Fore  pressed  for  “a  noncom¬ 
mercial,  public-supported  communica¬ 
tion  system”  as  a  “Major  solution  to  the 
problems  of  communication  monopo¬ 
lies.” 


“This  means,”  he  said,  “the 
government  should  be  expected  to 
perform  the  new  social  role  of 
subsidizing  alternatives  to  the 
communication  media  in  order  to  help 
create  and  maintain  a  free  flow  of 
information  and  ideas  for  the  total 
public.” 

Dr.  Fore  is  a  member  of  the  24- 
member  Task  Force  on  Public 
Participation  in  Public  Broadcasting  of 
the  federal  Corporation  for  Public 
Broadcasting  (CPB). 

He  told  the  subcommittee  that  “given  a 
strong  board  and  adequate  funds,  the 
Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting 
should  be  allowed  to  go  about  its  job  of 
developing  and  administering  a  total 
system  in  cooperation  with  local 
stations.” 

He  proposed  a  four  percent  tax  against 
commercial  broadcast  revenue  to 
support  both  the  public  communications 
system  and  minority  ownership  and 
broadcasting  in  rural  areas. 

Rebuked 
priest  gets 
ovation 


Third  generation  Methodist 


Missionary  named  president 


ny  »iAn  *  sue.  tsiws  i 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  Zenaida  Lumba,  a 
native  of  the  Philippines,  holds  a  distinct 
honor.  She  has  recently  been  chosen 
president  of  Methodist-related  Harris 
Memorial  College.  “I  think  it  is  an  honor 
to  be  chosen  as  a  college  president  at  age 
38.”  Formerly  both  a  teacher  and 
academic  dean  there,  she  feels  the  new 
position  indicates  the  high  regard  other 
Methodists  have  for  her  leadership  and 
expertise. 

“The  college 
trains  young  women 
in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion,”  she  says.  “A  I 
great  need  exists  for 
these  women.  They 
do  not  have  to 
search  for  jobs  after 
they  graduate.  The 
bishop  soon  ap-  ' 
points  them  to 
churches  where  they 
have  great  responsibilities. 

Zenaida,  who  arrived  in  Indiana  this 
year  as  Third  World  Missionary  to  the 
South  Indiana  conference,  has  assumed  a 
role  as  speaker,  resource  person  and 
consultant  because  of  her  knowledge  of 
Third  World  Countries  in  general  and 
Asian  affairs  in  particular.  She  has  set  as 


Zenaida  Lumba 


her  goal  interpreting  her  faith  and 
commitment  against  her  country’s 
background. 

Speaking  from  her  experience  she 
says,  “I  try  to  answer  the  three  questions 
why,  how,  and  but.” 

Why  is  Zenaida  a  Methodist?  One  of 
three  children,  she  is  a  third  generation 
Methodist.  From  her  early  days,  Zenaida 
grew  up  in  the  church,  after  her  mother 
had  dedicated  her  to  full-time  Christian 
service.  “I  always  had  sympathy  for  the 
poor  and  oppressed. 

How  has  her  Christian  life  developed? 
She  progressed  through  grade  school 
confirmation  to  singing  in  the  choir  to 
teaching  Sunday  School  at  age  12.  “I  also 
taught  Bible  school  in  the  summers. 
Young  girls  always  teach  the  younger 
children.” 

Several  years  later  she  became  a 
deaconess  in  the  church,  an  office  that 
has  many  similarities  to  that  of  a  pastor. 
A  deaconess  always  has  a  degree  in 
Christian  education.  “And  since  I  have 
been  in  the  states,  they  have  elected  me 
chairman  of  the  deaconesses  in  my 
district." 

Anyone  who  is  a  church  leader  looks 
upon  his  work  as  a  fulltime  calling. 
“Then  a  pastor  or  deaconess  can  be 
called  upon  when  any  need  arises.  A 


Minority  interns  learn 
government  first-hand 


WASHINGTON  (UMC)  -  For  eight 
young  people  from  four  ethnic 
minorities,  this  was  a  summer  of  new 
experiences. 

As  interns  for  congressional  or  public 
organizations,  they  found  what  the 
problems  are  in  passing  a  bill,  and  how 
people  and  organizations  function  and 
sometimes  mis-function. 

Before  they  went  back  to  homes  and 
schools  scattered  from  California  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  interns  shared 
many  of  their  experiences.  They 
supported  the  internship's  continuation, 
as  does  Manuel  Espartero,  staff 
coordinator  for  ethnic  minority  local 
church  concerns  with  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  board  funded  the  project  from  its 
share  of  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Missional  Priority  money.  Mr.  Espartero 
said  it  was  aimed  at  a  personal  growth 
for  the  young  people  and  at  giving  them 
broader  experiences  to  share. 

Jerome  Garza  of  Dallas  learned,  for 
example,  how  to  develop  a  forum  by 
doing  it.  Working  for  the  Hispanic 
Caucus  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
he  was  assigned  to  organize  a  forum  for 
Hispanic  interns  in  Congress,  who 
totaled  some  40  this  summer.  They  were 
thus  able  to  see  and  hear  both 
Congressional  and  Hispanic  leaders  and 
to  discuss  issues  of  special  concern,  such 
as  language  and  immigration  policies. 

With  18  interns  in  one  Congress 
member's  office,  Jenell  Ancheta,  a 
Filipino  from  San  Leandro,  Calif.,  noted 
“opportunities  to  gain  respect  for  our 
government  by  participating  in  its 
process”  and  expressed  gratitude  for  the 
opportunity  to  be  exposed  to  cultural 
events  and  societal  problems  as  well  as 
to  government. 

While  Maurice  C.  Simons  lives  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  his  internship  with  the 
district’s  delegate  (not  yet  a  voting 
representative)  gave  him  a  chance  to  see 
the  variety  of  complaints  received  by  a 
member  of  Congress. 

In  the  same  office,  Carla  Johnson  of 
Los  Angeles  felt,  “if  you  keep  your  eyes 
and  ears  open,  you  can  learn  a  lot."  She 
added,  “What  we  were  doing  was  not  in 
vain."  That  was  evident  shortly  after  the 
interns  returned  home,  when  Congress 
completed  its  work  on  the  Constitutional 
Amendment  that  would  give  the  District 
of  Columbia  full  voting  rights  in 
Congress,  an  issue  in  which  they  had 
invested  considerable  time  and  interest. 

Cindy  Pigeon,  a  Native  American  from 


Hopkins,  Mich.,  discovered  how  long  it 
takes  to  pass  a  bill  in  Congress,  with  all 
the  corrections  needed,  the  fighting,  etc. 
Though  she  sometimes  found  an  intern 
doing  things  “the  professionals  don’t 
want  to  do  themselves,"  she  said  the 
experience  “really  helped  restore  my 
faith  in  the  Indians  (and)  that  someone 
cares  about  the  Indians.” 

Maureen  M.  Ahn  of  Munster,  Ind., 
called  her  work  with  a  member  of 
Congress  "refreshing”  in  illustrating 
"the  structure  of  power  and  the 
definition  of  hard  work  and  success.” 
Appreciating  the  dedication  of  the 
lawmaker  and  his  staff,  she  also  felt 
rewarded  by  the  progress  of  legislation 
as  it  gained  the  constituents'  praise  or 
criticism. 

Ranging  from  college  sophomores  to 
graduate  students,  the  interns  met 
weekly  to  discuss  experiences  with  Mr. 
Espartero  and  Christel  Bungie,  seminar 
designer  in  the  sponsoring  board's 
national  and  international  affairs  study 
program. 


pastor’s  whole  family  supports  his 
efforts  and  the  work  of  the  church.  It  is 
frowned  upon  for  our  pastors  to  take  a 
second  job.  ” 

The  but  deals  not  only  with  her  desire 
to  continue  her  own  Christian  growth  and 
interests,  especially  in  the  law,  but  also 
with  the  status  of  the  church  today. 

Founded  by  missionaries,  the  church  is 
moving  toward  independence.  She  views 
the  future  of  the  Methodist  church  and  its 
institutions  with  great  expectation  and 
hope.  “By  1980  we  will  be  autonomous  as 
a  church.  We  are  no  longer  children  in 
the  faith.” 

At  present,  churches  are  staffed 
mostly  by  nationals.  “Mary  Johnston 
Methodist  Hospital  has  only  Filipino 
doctors  and  nurses.  Yet  we  do  have 
American  missionaries  as  consultants, 
expecially  in  agriculture.  About  60  to  65 
percent  of  the  people  depend  upon 
farming  and  fishing  for  their 
livelihood."  She  feels  it  is  helpful  to  hear^ 
American  missionaries  and  evangelists 
express  their  faith  in  Christ. 

Zenaida  sees  the  mission  of  the  church 
there  the  same  as  it  is  here:  evangelism. 
“We  are  training  more  lay  leaders, 
holding  more  seminars.  Some  want  to 
give  money,  as  an  expression  of 
stewardship,  but  have  none.  They 
contribute  time  and  talent.  ” 

The  church  has  taken  the  Gospel  to  the 
28  families  found  living  on  an  extinct 
volcano 

Ms.  Best  frequently  contributes 
articles  to  TM/UMR  about  United 
Methodists  in  Indiana,  her  home  state. 


ink  of  it  as  a  weekly  afte 


“Just  think  of  it  as  a  weekly  after¬ 
life  insurance  premium.” 


‘ Dear  Deborah  ’ 

Baptism  is  parents’  pledge 


Dear  Deborah. 

In  the  Aug.  18  TM/UMR,  some  former 
Baptist  wrote  asking  about  baptism  and 
his  being  unable  to  accept  the  United 
Methodist  idea  of  infant  baptism. 

Couldn't  you  have  answered  him  that 
United  Methodist  baptism  of  babies  is 
NOT  a  decision  by  the  baby,  but  by  the 
parents  promising  that  they  will  rear  the 
child  in  the  Christian  religion  as 
practiced  by  United  Methodists?  Later, 
when  the  child  is  capable  of  making  his 
own  decision,  he  then  takes  instructions 
and  JOINS  the  United  Methodist  (or  any 
other )  church  of  his  own  free  will.  A  t  that 
time  he  can  again  be  baptized  in  any 
manner  he  deems  best  —  such  as 
sprinkling  or  even  immersion,  or  not  at 
all  if  the  church  accepts  his  infant 
baptism  as  sufficient,  which  most  do. 

Infant  baptism  is  ONLY  a  PLEDGE 
BY  THE  PARENTS  -  and  really  does 
not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  dictates 
of  the  child  when  he  grows  up,  or  as  he 
comes  into  the  age  of  reason,  as  I  believe 
the  Baptists  think.  The  wife,  of  course, 
should  not  have  the  baby  baptized  if  the 
husband  strongly  opposes  but  if  it  were 
explained  to  him  in  more  detail,  he  might 


be  able  to  accept  it. 

Yours  truly, 
Jane  W.H. 

Dear  Jane: 

Yes,  I  could  have  emphasized  that  bap¬ 
tism  of  infants  is  a  matter  of  parental 
decision  but  our  United  Methodist  em¬ 
phasis  on  this  aspect  of  baptism  leads 
us  too  often  to  forget  that  baptism  is  a 
Sacrament  and  is  first  of  all  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  “the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ”  (see  the  Order  for  the  Admin¬ 
istration  of  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism  in 
the  "Book  of  Worship”).  God  has  acted  on 
behalf  of  all  children,  therefore  we 
respond  by  making  this  baptism  commit¬ 
ment. 

Once  an  individual  is  baptised,  that 
baptism  is  accepted  by  all  major  denomi¬ 
nations  except  for  those  who  believe  in 
immersion  as  an  adult  as  the  only  true 
baptism.  Also  baptised  children  do  not 
just  join  the  church,  they  confirm  their 
baptism  vows. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in  living 
the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write  “Dear 
Deborah,”  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex. 
75222 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  Father 
Harvey  Egan  received  an  enthusiastic 
greeting  when  he  returned  to  his  parish 
following  a  public  church  rebuke  for 
having  feminist  Gloria  Steinem  give  the 
homily  at  masses  on  Sept.  17. 

He  had  been  away  for  a  week  and  he 
started  the  10  a.m.  “contemporary 
Mass”  Oct.  1  at  St.  Joan  of  Arc  Church 
with  these  words : 

“As  I  was  saying  before  I  was 
interrupted  ...” 

The  congregation  laughed,  applauded 
and  then  gave  him  a  standing  ovation 
“After  the  storm  comes  the  rainbow. 
Father  Egan  told  parishioners  and 
visitors  who  filled  the  parish 
gymnasium.  “Thank  you  for  your 
prayers.  Thank  you  for  the  tons  of 
statements  of  support. ' 

In  the  beginning  of  the  controversy 
following  Ms.  Steinem’s  appearance,  it 
was  “almost  hopeless,"  Father  Egan 
observed.  But,  he  said,  the  pendulum 
swung  and  now  “it  is  almost  total 
affirmation  and  support.  " 

The  priest  said  he  had  “no  reading"  of  * 
the  number  of  calls  and  letters  received;* 
since  he  was  rebuked  by  Archbishop' 
John  R.  Roach  for  having  invited  Ms.  * 
Steinem,  an  abortion-rights  advocate 
who  called  for  “reproductive  freedom” 
but  did  not  mention  abortion  by  name  in 
her  remarks. 

Father  Egan  said  many  had  asked 
what  St.  Joan  of  Arc  parishioners  could 
do  in  view  of  the  controversy. 

“We  can  enlighten  our  minds,  improve  '" 
our  liturgy  and  most  of  all  give  ourj 
hearts  and  hands  to  one  another,  to 
strangers  and  to  people  who  are  most  ' 
hostile,”  he  said.  ',7‘ 

“There  is  no  stopping  of  women  to  find'1 
their  rightful  role  in  church  and  society,” 
he  remarked. 

During  the  Mass  on  Oct.  l.  ' 
parishioners  sang  enthusiastically  as 
they  followed  words  of  songs  flashed  on  a 
screen  and  accompanied  by  guitar,  drum  ' 
and  tambourine. 

They  clapped  their  hands  when  they 
sang  such  peppy  tunes  as  “When  the  roll 
is  called  yonder,  I’ll  be  There,”  and  "I've 
got  joy  in  my  heart.” 

The  singing  concluded  with  “We  shall 
overcome.” 


Starving  eat  leaves 

KALWEZI,  Zaire  —  A  woman  prepares 
a  meal  of  leaves  for  her  family  near  here. 

Massive  starvation  faces  many 
thousands  in  the  Shaba  province  of  Zaire, 
according  to  Dr.  Stanley  Mooneyham  of 
World  Vision,  who  said  African  church 
leaders  had  told  him  that  up  to  500,000 
people  along  the  Angola  and  Zaire 
borders  require  “almost  total 
assistance.” 

In  response.  World  Vision,  an 
international  Christian  humanitarian 
agency,  is  airlifting  seeds  from  Kenya 
and  procuring  hoes  from  within  Zaire. 
But  spokesmen  say  that  the  agency’s 
$250,000  emergency  program  is  only  a 
fraction  of  what  is  needed. 
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Shrimp  boats  bring  church  to  Dulac  UMC 


‘Church  Coming  Up  Bayou!’ 
Shrimp  Boats  Bring  Church 


19  Are  Now  Nurses 


The  Extension  Department  of  the 
South  Louisiana  Vocational  Technical 
Institute,  the  Dulac  Community  Center 
and  a  member  of  Houma  Heights  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  teamed  together 
to  present  a  professional  Nursing  Aide 
Certification  class  in  the  local 
community  so  that  it  would  be 
accessible  to  those  wanting  to 
participate. 

SLVTI  provided  certification  of  the 
instructor,  funds  for  the  instructor’s 
salary  and  certification  of  those 
successfully  completing  the  60  hours  of 
intense  instruction.  The  Dulac 


Community  Center  provided  facilities, 
community  publicity,  organizational 
leg-work  and  encouragement  to  the 
instructor  and  participants. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Davis,  a  registered  nurse 
for  20  years  in  the  local  general  hospital 
and  a  member  of  Houma  Heights  UMC, 
serving  as  Treasurer  for  the  last  six 
years,  put  her  record  on  the  line  to 
secure  certification  from  the  State 
Education  Department  based  on  her 
work  record. 

For  her  risk,  in  her  words,  she  came 
as  an  instructor,  and  left  with  a  roomful 
of  friends.  And  most  important  were 


the  21  ladies  who  enthusiastically 
participated  in  the  instruction. 

Nineteen  of  these  successfully 
completed  the  instruction,  receiving 
certification  and  jobrecommendations. 

The  reasons  given  by  these  young 
ladies  for  participation  were:  for 
employment,  in  the  new  South 
Louisiana  Medical  Center  (Charity 
Hospital,  see  accompanying  article); 
for  employment  to  support  themselves 
while  they  sought  further  training  to 
secure  better  employment,  and  in  order 
to  properly  care  for  elder  family 
members  in  their  homes. 


Shrimp  Boats  were  a-coming  but  they  were  not 
bringing  shrimp. 

Rather,  they  were  bringing  a  new  activity 
building  to  the  United  Methodist  congregation  in 
Dulac. 

The  building  will  provide  them  with  a 
fellowship  hall  and  10  classrooms  for  church 
school.  Besides  allowing  room  for  the  normal 
activities  of  family  nights,  etc.,  the  building  will 
be  used  by  work  groups  during  the  summer. 

The  building  had  originally  been  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Port  Sulphur.  Closure  of 
the  sulphur  mines  forced  them  to  sell  the 
building.  It  was  moved  to  a  barge  and 
transported  to  Larose  where  it  sat  for  about  two 
months  before  the  Dulac  congregation  learned 
about  it. 

Several  members  of  the  Dulac  UMC  took  two 
shrimp  boats  and  transported  the  barge  with  the 
church  through  the  Intercoastal  Waterway, 
down  the  Navigational  Canal  and  up  Grand 
Caillou  Bayou  to  within  about  one-fourth  of  a 
mile  of  its  new  location. 

The  water-bound  church  building  is  now  back 
on  land  and  a  blessing  to  the  local  congregation. 
But  none  of  us  will  ever  forget  the  night  the 
shrimp  boats  got  to  Dulac  with  the  barge  and 
church. 

Another  shrimper,  not  aware  of  what  was 
happening,  spotted  the  strange  sight,  grabbed 
his  C.B.  mike  and  shouted:  “Breaker,  Breaker! 
You  ain’t  gonna  believe  it,  but  a  church  is 
coming  up  the  middle  of  the  bayou!  ” 


Mrs.  Ruth  Davis  (Center  top)  smiles  above  the  19  ladies  who  successfully  completed  her 
professional  Nursing  Aide  Class  recently. 


Your  Help 

If  you  wish  to  help  with  any  of  the  projects 
mentioned  or  the  general  operation  of  the 
Center,  you  can  do  so  through:  (1)  direct  gifts, 
(2)  Advance  Special  Program  of  your  local 
church  or  (3)  Supplemental  Giving  Program  of 
your  local  UMW. 


Bill  Crow,  a  full-blooded  Cherokee 
artisan  from  North  Carolina,  served  as 
an  instructor  and  shows  his  work  to  a 
young  friend. 


Houmas  Rediscover 
Culture  And  History 


Two  major  efforts  are  helping  the  Houmas 
Tribe  re-discover  its  culture  and  history.  They 
are  an  Arts  and  Crafts  Coop  and  a  research 
specialist. 

A  group  of  local  people  determined  that  the 
native  hand  arts  and  crafts,  which  played  so 
significant  a  part  in  the  past  in  providing  the 
everyday  tools  and  utensils,  not  die  with  the  half- 
dozen  remaining  elder  tribal  members  still 
practicing  the  skills. 

Through  contacting  Steven  Richard,  Field 
Representative  of  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Division  of 
the  Interior  Department,  the  local  people  were 
able  to  learn  about  Bill  Crow  and  Going  Back 
Chiltosky,  full-blooded  Cherokee  artisans  from 
North  Carolina. 

Through  the  Extension  Service  of  the  Houma 
South  Louisiana  Vocational  and  Technical 
Institute  which  provided  certification  for  those 
participating  and  funds  for  the  instructors’ 
salaries,  several  workshops  have  been  held  to 
teach,  promote  and  motivate  the  cultivation  of 
Native  American  Arts  and  Crafts  among  the 
Houmas. 

Along  with  craft  skills,  they  communicated 
pride  in  their  culture  and  heritage,  pride  in  the 
fact  that  they  had  survived  in  spite  of  the  Trail  of 
Tears,  and  everything  the  White  man  had  done  to 
make  them  an  extinct  race. 


This  has  led  to  an  interest  among  the  Houmas 
in  their  own  history  and  culture.  Through  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee  Jan  Curry,  a 
researcher,  was  secured  to  seek  out  the  oral 
traditions  and  the  documented  records  to 
substantiate  the  traditions. 

She  has  done  such  an  excellent  job,  a  publisher 
in  New  Orleans  wants  to  print  the  results. 

Through  the  re-discovery  of  their  culture  and 
history,  local  differences  are  being  overcome,  a 
new  unity  is  being  developed  and  major  steps  are 
being  made  towards  a  goal  sought  since  1919, 
Federal  Recognition  of  the  Houmas  Tribe  as 
authentic  Native  Americans. 

Whether  the  Federal  Government  red  tape  is 
cut  through  in  a  year  or  another  40  years,  the 
Houmas  are  gaining  something  more  important, 
their  self-respect.  They  are  learning  who  they 
are,  a  history  they  can  take  pride  in,  a  unity 
through  which  leadership  can  be  developed  and 
renewed  association  with  the  other  Native 
American  Tribes  from  which  they  have  been 
isolated  for  nearly  100  years. 

After  the  appearance  of  this  Newsletter  a 
revival  will  be  held  in  the  new  church  (see 
related  story  on  this  page)  with  the  first  Native 
American  Minister  to  ever  preach  in  the  Dulac 
Area.  The  revival  will  be  held  Oct.  30-Nov.  3.  The 
Rev.  Lindy  Waters  will  be  the  evangelist. 


Turning  Coupons , 
Stamps  Into  Bus 

The  new  charity  hospital.  South  Louisiana 
Medical  Center,  opened  Oct.  8. 

It  is  a  beautiful  building,  staffed  by  the 
outstanding  residents  of  Oschner  Foundation.  It 
is  the  hope  of  many  local  people  for  adequate 
health  care  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives. 

However,  one  thing  remains  —  getting  the 
patients  and  the  service  together  — 
transportation. 

Louisiana  churches  and  UMW  groups  have 
responded  excellently  to  the  request  for  Trading 
Stamps  and  Red  Scissor,  Bonus  Gift,  Betty 
Crocker,  coffee  coupons  and  Star  Coupons. 
However,  many  more  are  needed  to  finish 
raising  the  $17,000  dollars  necessary  to  purchase 
the  Medical  Transportation  Bus. 

If  it  is  easier  to  part  with  money  than  it  is  with 
Trading  Stamps  or  Coupons  the  Center  can 
accept  cash  donations  toward  this  project. 


The  Open  House,  where  arts  and  crafts  made  by  Houmas  were 
displayed,  was  enjoyed  by  all. 


Proud  participants  in  the  Native 
American  Arts  and  Crafts  workshop 
receive  their  certificates. 
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The  Middle  Elementary  church  school  curriculum 
unit  being  used  by  United  Methodist  churches  across 
the  nation  this  fall  —  “The  God  We  Meet"  —  has  been 
revised  by  someone  who  should  know  what  church 
school  teachers  and  their  third-  and  fourth-grade 
students  need 

She  is  Mrs.  James  A.  (Sally)  Montgomery,  a 
member  of  Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

I  had  taught  the  unit  I  revised  two  different  times,  so 
I  knew  what  I  liked  and  didn’t  like,”  she  said.  “At  the 
time  I  was  teaching  the  unit  I  was  also  revising  it.” 

Mrs.  Montgomery  is  a  familiar  face  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  She  is  a  certified  lab  instructor  for  the 
middle  elementary  level  and  served  for  several  years 
as  district  director  of  children’s  work.  Much  of  her 
local  church  work  has  involved  teaching  middle 
elementary -aged  children. 

“I  like  this  age,"  Mrs.  Montgomery  said.  “This  is  the 
point  when  so  much  begins  to  unfold  for  them,  when 
they're  ready  for  so  much  more  content  and  are  so 
receptive." 

The  revision  of  the  fall  unit,  originally  written  by 
Charles  and  Anne  Dundas,  Mrs.  Montgomery  said  was 
“left  pretty  much  up  to  me.”  Letters  both  favorable 


and  unfavorable  toward  the  unit  were  forwarded  to  her 
from  Nashville.  T  paid  a  lot  of  attention  to  what  people 
were  thinking  about  in  those  letters,”  she  said. 

Revision  is  an  on  going  part  of  any  unit  of  United 
Methodist  curriculum.  According  to  “Middle 
Elementary  Guidebook"  Editor  Donn  D.  Downall,  in  his 
age  level,  each  quarter’s  theme  comes  around  every 
two  years  and  is  either  revised  or  rewritten.  This 
theme,  “The  God  We  Meet,"  helps  children  gain  new 
understanding  of  what  God  is  like  and  how  he  relates  to 
humans,  how  their  own  lives  as  boys  and  girls  can  truly 
relate  to  God. 

“I  am  a  firm  supporter  of  our  United  Methodist 
curriculum,”  Mrs.  Montgomery  said.  She  feels  it  is 
inevitable  that  some  quarters  are  better  than  others 
when  so  many  different  people  are  doing  the  writing, 
but  on  the  whole  she  thinks  the  curriculum  is 
"excellent.” 

“And  as  for  its  not  containing  enough  Bible,  that  is 
ridiculous.  It’s  full  of  Bible."  She  said  teachers  must 
take  time  to  understand  how  to  use  the  Bible  with  each 
session.  The  fall  guidebook  tells  teachers:  “What  is 
proclaimed  about  God  in  the  Bible  and  presented  in  the 
classroom  must  always  be  in  touch  with  what  the 
children  see,  hear  and  learn  each  day.  ’  ’ 


Mrs.  Montgomery  is  also  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
learning  center  concept,  which  is  one  of  the  ways  of 
teaching  used  in  church  school  curriculum.  In  her 
guidebook,  she  writes,  “Children  can  be  trusted  to 
learn  what  they  are  interested  in  learning.”  When 
asked  about  that  statement,  she  said,  “Learning 
centers  have  worked  for  me  almost  without  exception. 
At  the  times  they  haven't  worked,  the  children  have 
come  to  church  school  with  other  problems."  She 
admits  the  learning  center  approach  usually  means 
more  work  for  the  teacher  “Sometimes  you  really 
have  to  dig  to  find  that  child's  interest.” 

In  addition  to  revising  the  student  book  and  teacher’s 
guidebook,  Mrs.  Montgomery  designed  the  fall  class 
packet,  which  includes  a  record,  a  filmstrip,  several 
games,  a  teaching  machine  and  teaching  pictures.  The 
mother  of  three  married  children  and  the  grandmother 
of  five,  Mrs.  Montgomery  said  she  kept  those  children 
in  mind  as  she  worked  on  her  revision.  Of  her  first 
venture  into  curriculum  writing,  she  said,  "I 
thoroughly  enjoyed  doing  it.  It  was  a  lot  of  work  for  me 
because  I  am  not  a  professional  writer,  but  I  would  love 
to  write  another  unit  sometime.  " 

(This  article  was  provided  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  Nashville,  Tenn.) 


Sally  Montgomery 
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Members  of  the  building  committee  of  First  UMC  of  West 
Monroe  look  over  the  newly  purchased  site  for  the  church’s 
relocation  on  1-20  West,  near  the  Thomas  Road  exit  and  east 
of  Glenwood  Hospital.  Left  to  right  (kneeling)  are  Bud 
Jenkins,  Chet  Harrod,  Clyde  Jordan,  and  Henry  Camp 
(standing)  George  Welch,  Dale  Antley,  Jeff  Caldwell,  Jo 
Adams,  Pastor  Mouser,  Margaret  Truly  and  Whitty  Hood. 

Church  Plans  To  Build 


West  Monroe  First  UMC  is  making 
plans  to  relocate.  It  is  estimated  that 
construction  on  the  new  building  will 
begin  within  the  next  three  years,  after 
the  congregation  has  approved  detailed 
plans  and  further  funds  and  pledges  have 
been  received. 

Against  the  original  indebtedness  of 
$250,000,  $67,900  remains  to  be  paid  for 
the  land  purchase.  Speculation  from 
architectural  consultants  indicate  the 
first  unit  of  a  three-stage  construction 
plan  to  be  about  $750,000. 

The  building  committee,  under  the 


leadership  of  Chairman  Bob  Kennedy  is 
meeting  alternate  Sundays  at  4  p.m.  The 
architectural  program  committee, 
architect  selection  committee,  statistical 
committee,  and  finances  and  promotion 
committee  are  meeting  regularly. 

The  Finance  and  Promotion  Com¬ 
mittee  has  met  with  representatives 
of  the  Division  of  Church  Extension  of  the 
UMC  Board  of  Global  Missions  relative 
to  a  proposed  Building  Fund  Campaign 
which  will  probably  be  conducted  in  the 
Fall,  1979,  along  with  the  program 
budget  funds  raising  event. 


F  oundation  Directors 
Meeting  In  St.  Louis 


By  DR.  CLYDE  S.  CLARK 
Director  of  UM  Foundation  of 
Louisiana 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
foundations  was  held  in  St.  Louis  Oct.  1 
and  2. 

Approximately  40  Directors  and 
representatives  were  present.  About  one- 
fourth  of  those  attending  were  new  to  the 
Foundation  field  and  were  seeking 
information  and  help  in  establishing 
Foundations  in  their  respective 
Conferences. 

There  were  representatives  from 
almost  every  state  in  the  nation.  The 
Director  who  traveled  the  farthest  to  the 
meeting  was  Dr.  Jim  Albertson  who 
represented  the  states  of  Washington  and 
Oregon. 

The  meetings  were  of  a  workshop 
nature.  Those  present  shared  materials 
and  methods  with  all  others.  At  each 
annual  meeting  some  expert  in  the  field 
of  estate  planning  serves  as  a  resource 
person  that  the  directors  may  be  better 
informed  so  as  to  render  more 
professional  service  to  their  clients. 

The  survey  showed  that  the 
foundations  in  existence  and  those  in  the 
formative  stage  had  raised  and 
administered  for  the  general  church  a 
total  of  $10,424,060.  This  amount  was 
slightly  less  than  the  two  previous  years. 
The  directors  felt  that  this  was  due  to  the 
inflationary  spiral  which  is  gripping  the 


country. 

The  money  which  passed  through  the 
hands  of  the  Foundation  was  money 
invested  in  life  income  contracts,  money 
designated  for  conference  agencies  or 
the  local  church.  The  largest  single 
amount,  $1,407,971,  was  raised  and 
administered  for  conference  agencies. 

As  indicated  by  the  director’s  report  of 
the  last  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  has  cash  and 
total  commitments  to  the  Foundation  in 
the  amount  of  $720,801.  This  record  would 
place  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Foundation  among  the  more  successful 
ones  in  the  nation.  Many  cash  gifts  and 
commitments  through  wills  and  bequests 
have  been  made  since  Conference  was 
held  in  June,  1978. 
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Readers  Respond— 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  column  has 
been  created  to  provide  readers  an 
opportunity  to  express  opinions,  letters 
to  the  editor,  short  articles  or 
statements.  Such  materials  can  be 
printed  here  to  share  with  others  in  the 
state.  Periodically,  as  you  send  these 
types  of  items,  we  will  print  them  in  the 
"Readers  Respond"  column. 

How  was  Sunday  observed  in  a 
Methodist  home  in  Kansas  in  the  1890’s? 
Strictly,  but  happily,  I  recall. 

Preparations  for  the  Sabbath  were 
begun  on  Saturday.  Brother  saw  that  the 
wood  box  was  filled  for  the  baking  of 
puddings,  pies  and  cakes.  Supplies  of 
vegetables,  fruits,  jams  and  jellies  were 
brought  up  from  the  cyclone  cellar.  In 
the  afternoon  the  copper  clothes  boiler 
was  placed  on  the  back  part  of  the  top  of 
the  old  black  range  and  was  filled  with 
water.  After  supper  was^eaten  and  the 
work  done,  clean  clothes  to  be  worn  the 
next  day  were  laid  out  carefully  on 
bedside  chairs. 

The  large  galvanized  wash  tub  was 
brought  in  and  partially  filled  with  hot 
water,  cold  added  as  desired.  I  was  the 
youngest  so  my  turn  came  first.  Mother 
was  a  scrubber  and  when  I  left  that  tub,  I 
was  clean  and  rosy.  Gown  on,  prayers 
said,  a  good  night  kiss,  and  I  was  soon 
asleep. 

With  Sunday  morning  came  the  bustle 
of  food,  dishes,  and  getting  ready. 
Dressed  in  our  best,  we  were  off  walking 
to  church  some  blocks  away.  After 
church,  reverse  action.  Mother  flew  into 
activity  as  soon  as  that  front  door  closed. 
"Change  your  clothes."  “Set  the  table.” 
“No,  Claire,  I  do  not  know  why  Elder 
Brown  says  so  many  Amens.”  (Elder 
Brown  sat  in  a  special  corner  reserved 
for  the  Elders.)  “Yes,  he  has  the  right  to 
speak  out  loud  even  if  you  can’t  even 
whisper." 

The  Sunday  dinners  which  we  all 


What  Sundays  Were  Like  Then 


enjoyed  were  always  special.  Then  came 
the  dishes  and  clean-up  and  a  LONG 
afternoon  ahead.  Sunday  was  not  a  time 
for  playing  games.  We  could  read  the 
“Youth’s  Companion”  or  the  “Christian 
Herald"  or  read  a  book.  We  had  a  large 
old  book,  “The  Story  of  Man,”  that 
fascinated  me.  If  my  brother  was  looking 
at  it,  I  would  beg  Mother  for  me  to  see 
her  “Charm  String.”  When  Mother  was  a 
little  girl,  the  “in-thing”  for  a  gift  to  a 
little  girl  was  a  lovely  button  for  her 
charm  string.  Mother’s  string  contained 
at  least  150  buttons,  all  sizes,  colors  and 
shapes  from  the  tiny  ones  to  half  dollar 
size. 

There  were  two  other  interesting 
possibilities.  Both  of  them  Mother  had 
received  from  the  “Christian  Herald." 
One  was  a  small  box  with  a  slide  lid.  It 
was  divided  into  sections  and  the 
contents  of  each  part  was  labeled  woods 
and  materials  mentioned  in  the  Bible 
One  section  contained  something  called 
“manna.”  I  knew  that  manna  had  been 
eaten  by  Israelites.  When  Mother  wasn’t 
looking  I  sometimes  applied  a  wet  tongue 


to  the  sample.  It  was  sweetish.  It  was  the 
only  sample  that  decreased  in  size. 

The  other  special  thing  was  a  large 
scroll  containing  hundreds  of  pictures  of 
Bible  events  with  captions.  The  device 
had  a  key  by  which  the  scroll  could  be 
turned  as  fast  or  as  slowly  as  one’s 
reading  ability  suggested.  I  learned 
many  things  from  the  scroll  and  Bible 
stories  came  alive  for  me.  I  never 
watched  Revelation;  it  was  too  scary. 

Sometime  during  the  afternoon. 
Mother  or  Sister  popped  a  huge  pan  of 
popcorn.  This  usually  constituted  our 
evening  snack.  Popcorn  floating  in 
Jersey  cream  was  truly  delectable.  In 
the  winter,  sometimes  snow  ice  cream 


was  substituted  for  popcorn.  Clean  white 
snow  with  salt,  sugar,  flavoring  and 
Jersey  cream  added  was  a  good 
substitute. 

After  our  lunch,  we  went  into  the  parlor 
and  gathered  around  the  old  carved,  foot- 
pumped  organ  for  a  sunset  sing.  Brother 
joined  reluctantly,  but  Father  insisted 
for  Mother  wanted  us  to  sing  as  a  family 

These  hours  in  retrospect  are  very 
precious.  Today  when  1  hear  some  of 
these  old  familiar  hymns  sung  at  church, 
tears  swell  in  my  eyes  and  a  lump  comes 
to  my  throat  as  1  remember  Then. 


Claire  Goldsmith 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 


Good  News 


This  is  the  day,  Th  e  Lord  has  made 
For  you,  Oh,  the  price  He  did  pay. 

Havfe  no  fear,  you  will  make  the  grade, ' 
By  following  Him  all  the  way. 

There  is  much  to  do  and  say, 

A  bit  of  give  and  take 


Praising  the  Lord  all  through  the  day. 

So,  pull  up  your  stake 

Start  spi-eading  the  gospel  all  the  way. 

—Mary  E.  Hutchinson 
Member  of  Rosedale  UMC 
in  Rosedale 


Convocation  On  Ministry  Planned 


Saturday,  Nov.  4,  from  10  a.m.  to  2 
p.m.  the  Convocation  on  the  Ministry, 
sponsored  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church,  will  be 
held  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria. 


The  convocation  will  feature  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  Rev.  Lindy  Waters  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  Dr.  Alfred  Norris  and 
others. 


The  following  persons  should  attend: 
pastors,  youth  coordinators,  young  adult 
coordinators,  secretaries  of  Career 
Planning,  youth  and  young  adults. 


Alfred  L.  Norris 


Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin 


Around  The  Conference 


Rev.  Lea  Joyner  Receives  Highest  Honor 


MONROE  —  Rev.  Lea  Joyner,  pastor 
of  the  Southside  UMC,  was  recently 
awarded  the  highest  honor  that  can  be 
bestowed  upon  anyone  by  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  —  the 
National  DAR  Medal  of  Honor.  She  was 
presented  the  medal  at  a  banquet 
recently  at  the  Monroe  Civic  Center. 

She  is  one  of  only  five  people  in  the 
South  to  have  received  this  high  honor. 

Rev.  Joyner  has  served  as  pastor  of 
Southside  UMC  since  its  organization  in 
1952.  From  126  charter  members  it  has 
grown  to  a  membership  of  1,956. 


Special  Day 


__  &  a\ 

November  Calendar 

NOVEMBER 

3  World  Community  Day 
5  All  Saints  Sunday 

10-11  Ecumenical  &  Interreligion  Concerns  Workshops 
11  Conference  Youth  Convocation,  First,  Alexandria 

11  Youth  Assembly :  Christianity  and  the  Arts 

12  Drug  &  Alcohol  Concerns  Sunday :  Stewardship  Day 

14-16  Christian  Education  Out-of-Doors,  Camp  Egan,  Tahlequah,  OK 
19  National  Bible  Sunday:  Thanksgiving  Sunday 
23  Thanksgiving  Day 
30-Dec.  2  The  Simple  Living  Workshop 


Rev.  Lea  Joyner 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  Christian 
Education  Sunday  was  observed  at 
Bethany  Church  Sept.  29  with  a 
promotion  exercise  and  a  talk  from  Mrs. 
Inez  Chrisentery,  associate  director  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
She  spoke  on  the  day’s  theme:  “The 
Church  School:  A  Community  That 
Learns.”  She  reminded  the  congregation 
that  every  Sunday  is  Christian  Education 
Sunday  and  that  children  are  done  a 
disservice  when  they  do  not  get  to  go  to 
Sunday  School. 


‘ Love  And  K in dn ess ’ 

WEST  MONROE  —  The  Chancel  Choir 
of  Homer  UMC  traveled  to  Claiborne 
UMC  in  West  Monroe  Sunday,  Oct.  8,  to 
perform  the  musical,  "Love  and 
Kindness.”  Mrs.  George  Ford  directed 
the  music  with  Mrs.  Dale  Foster  and 
Mrs.  George  Tigner  accompanying.  Rev. 
Cleburne  Quaid,  pastor  of  the  Homer 
Church,  stated  that  this  musical  crowns 
the  year  of  emphasis  on  love  in  his 
church. 


Bible  Festival  Set 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  A  Bible  Festival  is 
planned  for  Sunday,  Oct.  29,  at  4:30  p.m. 
at  New  Orleans  Unity  Society  Unity 
Temple,  3722  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New 
Orleans. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  festival  is  to 
get  more  people  interested  in  reading  the 
Bible  and  to  examine  their  lives  to  see  if 


they  are  living  up  to  the  teachings  of 
God’s  Word. 

Free  Bibles  will  be  distributed. 

Nathaniel  L.  Addison,  an  active 
layman  of  St.  Matthew  Church  in  New 
Orleans  and  president  of  the  adult  Bible 
class  will  be  on  hand  to  answer  any 
questions.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Bible 
Study  of  the  Universal  Bible  Institute. 


Nathaniel  L.  Addison 

Homecoming ,  Revival 

ROCK  HILL  COMMUNITY  -  Hollins 
Chapel  UMC  in  Grant  Parish  conducted 


revival  services  Oct.  18-20  with  Mrs.  Lea 
Joyner,  pastor  of  Southside  UMC  in 
Monroe,  speaking. 

Homecoming  services  for  the  church 
were  held  Oct.  22.  Rev.  Charles  Floyd  is 
pastor. 

In  Memoriam 

Funeral  services  for  Dr.  A.  W 
Townsend,  Jr.,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  44  years,  were 
held  Oct.  19  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla 

He  died  Oct.  16.  Four  years  ago  he  and 
Mrs.  Townsend  moved  to  St.  Petersburg. 

Youth  Working 

GALVEZ  —  ror  me  past  few  weeks 
Carpenter’s  Chapel  UMYF  have  been 
very  busy  under  the  leadership  of  Linda 
and  Harper  Chilton.  The  group  has  been 
working  in  numerous  fund-raising 
projects  with  plans  to  travel  to 
Astroworld  and  purchase  Christian  T- 
shirts.  The  volleyball  tournament, 
rummage  sale  and  car  wash  have  all 
been  grpat  successes 

Honoring  Pastor 

NATCHITOCHES  —  A  reception  was 
recently  held  at  Asbury  UMC  to  honor 
Rev.  Sidney  Irving,  the  congregation’s 
new  pastor 

A  1967  graduate  of  Peabody  High 
School.  Rev.  Irving  received  the 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  LSU  Baton 
Rouge  and  a  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  the  Interdenominational 
Theological  Center. 

Prior  to  being  appointed  to  Asbury, 
Rev.  Irving  served  churches  in  the 
Zwolle  area  and  the  Napoleonville 
Charge. 
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SALT  II  talks  and  agreements 
imperfect  but  worthy  of  support 


“Shame  upon  those  who  .  .  .  rely  on 
horses,  putting  their  trust  in  chariots 
many  in  number  and  in  horsemen  in  their 
thousands,  but  do  not  look  to  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel  or  seek  guidance  of  the 
•  Lord."  (Isaiah3l:l.) 

Those  are  the  words  the  prophet  Isaiah 
used  to  warn  the  children  of  Israel  about 
their  reliance  on  military  might  rather 
than  faith  in  God.  While  the  prophet 
spoke  centuries  ago  to  a  specific 
situation  halfway  around  the  world,  his 
message  may  be  even  more  relevant  to 
humankind  today  than  it  was  then. 

Today  we  are  not  faced  with  mounted 
armies  and  charioteers  capable  of 
wiping  out  a  nation,  but  with  nuclear 
weapons  capable  of  destroying  the  whole 
world.  For  nearly  three  decades  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  have 
stood  toe-to-toe  in  a  game  of  atomic  one- 
upsmanship  for  which  the  stakes  are  the 
future  of  the  human  race.  It  is  a  game 
that  no  one  can  win. 

There  is  no  singly  more  important 
issue  facing  our  society  and  our  church 
today  than  preserving  our  planet  for 
future  human  occupancy. 

In  the  coming  months,  the  problems  of 
nuclear  proliferation  will  be  highly 
visible  in  the  news  media  as  efforts  are 
stepped  up  in  the  Strategic  Arms  Limita¬ 
tion  Treaty  (SALT)  talks  between  the 


U.S.  and  Soviet  Union.  Before  the  end  of 
the  year  a  SALT  II  agreement  likely  will 
be  reached  and  will  go  to  the  U.S.  Senate 
for  ratification.  Although  far  from  a 
perfect  or  all  encompassing  document, 
SALT  II  promises  to  limit  the  number  of 
nuclear  weapons  delivery  systems  held 
by  both  nuclear  powers  and  to  limit  the 
way  missiles  may  be  deployed  around 
the  world. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  — 
individually  and  in  groups  —  to  assume 
the  moral  responsibility  of  studying 
these  documents  and  their  purposes,  as 
well  as  the  dangers  posed  for  all 
humankind  by  continuing  nuclear 
proliferation.  The  likely  alternative  to  a 
SALT  II  agreement  is  a  reversion  to  the 
Cold  War,  with  the  constant  danger  of  its 
expansion  into  a  nuclear  holocaust. 
Against  this  possibility,  we  urge  support 
among  Christians  for  our  government’s 
efforts  to  reach  acceptable  SALT  II 
agreements,  as  well  as  any  other 
responsible  efforts  which  are  being  made 
toward  eventual  nuclear  disarmament. 

And  finally,  we  continue  to  pray  that 
the  wisdom  of  Isaiah  will  somediay  be 
translated  into  policy  by  every  nation  on 
earth  so  that  our  trust  in  “horsemen” 
and  “chariots”  will  be  overshadowed  by 
worldwide  submission  to  the  “guidance 
of  the  Lord.” 


Consider  I  Corinthians  12  if  you 
begrudge  papal  news  coverage 


A  recent  editorial  in  a  sister 
publication  of  another  denomination 
lamented  the  amount  of  media  coverage 
given  to  the  death  of  Pope  Paul  VI,  and 
expressed  dread  that  non-Catholics 
would  soon  be  subjected  to  “another 
barrage  of  news  propaganda”  upon  the 
election  of  a  new  pope.  The  editorial 
wondered  skeptically  whether  similar 
news  coverage  would  ensue  upon  the 
death  of  "Billy  Graham,”  “a  Methodist 
bishop,”  or  “a  prominent  leader  df  some 
evangelical  church.” 

We  were  not  surprised  when  some 
professional  football  fans  complained 
about  game  coverage  being  interrupted 
to  show  the  late  Pope  John  Paul  I’s 
installation.  We  are  surprised  and 
disappointed  by  the  amount  of  anti- 
Catholic  bias  which  has  been  expressed 
by  Christians  of  other  denominations 
recently,  of  which  the  editorial  cited 
above  is  only  one  example. 

We  believe  it  is  unsound,  both 
journalistically  and  biblically,  to 
begrudge  the  media  coverage  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  its  leaders  have 
received  recently.  The  papacy  is  an 
institution  which  has  developed  over  the 
course  of  many  centuries,  and  its 
occupant  serves  as  the  spiritual  leader  of 
more  than  600  million  Christians.  From 
the  standpoint  of  news  significance 
alone,  there  is  no  comparable  position  in 
Christendom.  The  amount  of  attention 
given  by  the  media  to  the  death  of  any 
leader  —  religious  or  otherwise  — 
generally  corresponds  with  the  public’s 
awareness  of  the  significance  of  that 
person’s  role  and  accomplishments  while 
alive. 

Christians  of  all  denominations  face 
too  many  common  enemies  and 
challenges  today  to  spend  their  energies 
bickering  over  whose  leaders  receive  the 
most  prominent  obituaries  in  the  public 
media.  We  are  all  members  of  the  one 
invisible  Body  of  Christ  even  though  we 
are  visibly  separated  in  many  ways  from 
one  another  by  our  differences.  The 
positive  and  reverent  attention  given  by 
the  media  to  the  recent  papal  deaths  and 
elections  is  at  least  indirectly  supportive 
of  the  faith  and  work  of  all  Christians. 

The  sudden  death  of  Pope  John  Paul  I 
.-has  provided  us  with  an  opportunity  to 
“weep  with  those  who  weep”  over  the 
loss  of  a  brother  in  the  faith.  The  ^urprise 
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election  of  Pope  John  Paul  II  now 
provides  us  with  an  opportunity  to 
“rejoice  with  those  who  rejoice,”  in  the 
hope  that  the  fruits  of  his  leadership  will 
be  a  stronger  faith,  a  clearer  sense  of 
identity,  and  a  more  committed  devotion 
to  service  by  Christians  of  every 
persuasion  around  the  world. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Message  from  a  missionary 

Politics  aside ,  Rhodesian  UMC 
needs  continuing  U.S.  support 


By  CHARLES  M.  MILLER 

In  the  August  4  issue  of  TM/UMR, 
just  now  received  and  read  in 
Rhodesia,  considerable  coverage 
has  been  given  to  political 
developments  within  this  land  and 
the  involvement  of  Bishop  Able  T. 
Muzorewa  in  the  struggle  for  a  free 
society.  In  this  issue,  Bishop 
Muzorewa  presented  his  special 
message  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  America.  One  of  your 
writers  commented  upon  the  role  of 
the  bishop  and  how  he  is  baffled  by 
the  lack  of  overseas  response. 
Finally,  your  editorial  spoke  of  an 
extraordinary  message  from  an 
extraordinary  church  leader. 

It  is  not  my  intent  to  discuss  the 
position  taken  by  the  Women’s 
Division  and  Bishop  Muzorewa’s 
response.  However,  as  one  living 
here,  I  can  assure  you  of  two 
important  facts.  First,  we  are  living 
in  a  very  complex  situation,  the 
complexity  of  which  it  is  difficult  for 
us  here  to  appreciate  fully,  and  I 
would  imagine  more  difficult  for 
those  living  outside  of  the  country 
and  outside  of  our  history.  Second,  a 
very  top  priority  for  life  today  and 
tomorrow  must  be  that  of  healing 
and  of  redemption  of  body,  soul  and 
mind.  In  the  light  of  our  situation,  let 
me  comment  upon  the  historical 
ties,  referred  to  in  the  editorial, 
between  the  church  in  Rhodesia  and 
the  church  in  the  United  States. 

The  church  here  is  deeply 
indebted  to  the  supportive  role 
played  for  many  years  by  the  church 
in  the  United  States.  The  help  given 
in  numerous  ways  is  deeply 
appreciated  by  the  people  here,  and 
one  of  the  areas  of  help  has  been  in 
the  development  of  African 
leadership.  Compared  with  other 


churches,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  pioneered  in  this  task. 
And  although  we  have  not  reached 
perfection,  the  African  leadership 
within  the  Rhodesia  Annual 
Conference  is  well  developed  when 
considering  other  churches  in  this 
country. 

The  baffling  thing  for  me  is  that  at 
this  juncture  in  our  history,  the 
supportive  role  from  the  United 
States  seems  to  be  faltering.  At  a 
time  when  many  people  have  come 
to  the  city  from  the  turbulent  rural 
scene  and  there  is  need  for  “church 
extension,”  for  building  urban 
churches,  and  for  maintaining  our 
medical  work,  many  overseas 
churches  do  not  want  to  invest  until 
the  situation  is  stabilized.  Perhaps 
this  is  good  capitalism,  but  in  the 
body  of  Christ  I  question  the 
metabolism. 

Believe  me,  we  have  talented 
laypeople  and  ministers  performing 
extraordinary  tasks  at  this  time. 
How  some  of  the  schools  and 
hospitals  have  remained  operative 
is  an  amazing  story.  There  is  indeed 
heroic  living  in  the  name  of  Christ 
and  His  Church  in  this  unstable 
situation.  As  one  who  has  had  the 
privilege  of  observing  and  of  living 
within  the  church  in  our 
predicament,  I  appeal  to  the  older 
church  to  be  extraordinary  in  your 
undergirding  of  the  younger  church 
now,  at  this  juncture  of  our  history. 
Let  our  tie  not  be  that  relegated  to 
the  past  but  to  the  now.  Give  the 
church  in  Rhodesia  a  chance. 

Mr.  Miller  has  served  as  a 
missionary  in  the  Rhodesian  Annual 
Conference  for  25  years,  with  his 
current  assignment  relating  to 
stewardship  and  promotion. 


Here  I  Stand 


OCTOBER  27. 1978 


Membership  renewal 
6 Jubilee’ year  needed 

Ui 


By  RICHARD  H.  PETERSON 

I  have  recently  been  through  an  annual 
charge  conference.  At  this  conference,  I 
became  more  aware  than  ever  of  the 
new  regulations  for  dropping  inactive 
members  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  seems  that  not  only  must  a 
person  be  inactive  for  three  years,  but 
their  name  must  be  presented  to  the 
charge  conference  for  three  years. 

There  are  some  worthwhile  reasons 
why  this  should  occur.  Those  reasons 
consist  primarily  of  an  awareness  by  the 
members  and  officials  of  the 
congregation  that  there  are  inactive 
people,  and  instilling  the  opportunity  and 
intention  that  the  congregation  seek  to 
bring  these  people  back  into  an  active 
relationship. 

I  think,  however,  that  there  are 
creative  approaches  to  church 
membership  other  than  those  that 
preserve  the  statistical  image  of  a  great 
church  without  giving  the  spiritual  and 
psychological  confidence  of  knowing  that 
the  great  church  consists  of  real  people 
who  are  willing  to  move  out  and  to  do  the 
work  of  God. 

In  the  25th  Chapter  of  Leviticus,  a 
series  of  laws  are  laid  out  for  the  Jewish 
people  for  that  which  is  to  be  called  a 
Year  of  Jubilee.  I’m  not  aware  as  to 
whether  any  Years  of  Jubilee  occurred 
or  if  those  years  were,  in  fact,  effective. 
The  purpose  of  the  Year  of  Jubilee  was 
that  on  every  50th  year,  the  peoples  of 
Israel  be  returned  back  to  status  quo. 
This  gave  to  the  poor  family  an 
opportunity  once  again  to  have  land  by 
redistributing  the  lands  of  the  wealthy.  It 
gave  to  the  poor  an  opportunity  again  to 
become  free  and  to  the  families  of  slaves 
the  opportunity  to  be  reunited. 

Based  on  the  concept  of  a  Year  of 
Jubilee,  which  is  the  concept  of  a 


We  need  to  wake  up  and  regain  our  vision 


To  the  Editor: 

Six  problem  areas  exist  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  because  of  the 
oversupply  of  clergymen,  according  to  a 
recent  article  in  TM/UMR.  Suggestions 
to  correct  this  situation  are  to  “create 
new  jobs  or  reduce  the  number  of  clergy 
by  termination  and/or  by  refusing  to 
accept  candidates  for  the  ministry.”  The 
remainder  of  the  article  dealt  with  ways 
to  reduce  the  number  of  ministers. 

What  happened  to  the  venturesome 
daring  of  our  circuit-riding  forefathers? 
Where  are  those  people  who  saw  the 
expanding  frontier  as  new  lands  to 
conquer  for  God?  In  an  exploding 
population,  United  Methodists  are  sitting 
in  committees  voting  to  reduce  the 
number  of  clergy.  With  this  kind  of 
leadership,  no  wonder  our  numbers  are 
dwindling  and  our  influence  waning. 

Abraham  could  never  have  moved  out 
on  faith  had  he  been  a  United  Methodist! 
Moses  could  never  have  led  the 
Israelites  out  of  bondage  if  he  had  waited 
for  committees  and  councils  and  boards 
to  delay  his  every  decision.  Christ  would 
never  have  gone  to  Jerusalem  to 
complete  his  work  on  earth  if  he  had 
listened  to  his  disciples  who  lacked  vision 
and  foresight. 

United  Methodists  wake  up!  The  fields 
are  white  with  harvest.  Frontiers  of  lost 
souls  are  all  about  us.  God  gives  us  a 
golden  opportunity  with  this 
overabundance  of  church  leaders!  Let’s 
put  them  to  work  with  run-aways,  drug 
abusers,  drop-outs  from  schools  and 
society,  the  problem  people.  Let’s 
increase  the  number  of  churches  and 
expand  our  overseas  ministry.  Let’s 
work  among  immigrants  and  in  every 
situation  where  there  is  need.  Let’s  allow 
our  enthusiastic  young  people  to  respond 
to  the  Holy  Spirit’s  leading.  Let’s  relax 
our  over-organized  church  structure  so 
that  leaders  aren’t  bound  by  so  many 
Pharisaical  restrictions  that  they  lose 
their  vision  and  eagerness. 

Mary  Jo  Sanders 

Lubbock.  Texas 

Document  your  sources 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  admirable  that  the  Reporter  is 
trying  to  educate  its  readers  regarding 
the  ERA  (TM/UMR,  September  1).  In  so 
doing,  though,  it  would  be  most  helpful  if 
the  writers  of  articles  would  document 
their  sources.  This  procedure  would 
eliminate  misinformation  and  hyper¬ 
bole,  e  g.  the  anti-ERA  article  which 
claims  the  ERA  amendment  “has 
polarized  our  people  as  no  other 
amendment  ever  has  ...”  The  facts  are, 
to  add  our  13th  Amendment  our  country 
fought  the  Civil  War  (Hicks,  “THE 
AMERICAN  NATION,”  p.  16,  3rd 
Edition,  Houghton  Mifflin  Co.). 

More  accuracy  in  the  future  will  be 
greatly  appreciated. 

Connie  Hosemann 

Oakland,  California 

Follow  biblical  approach 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  views  of  your 
readers  on  ERA.  To  discuss  such  a 
question  and  print  articles  pro  and  con  on 
them  seems  to  me  to  be  in  direct  conflict 
with  I  Timothy  2:23. 

Instead  of  debating  ERA,  the  church 
and  its  newspapers  such  as  yours  should 
be  teaching  Christian  women  what  the 
word,  not  the  world,  can  do  for  them  and 
what  positive  things  it  says  about  them. 
The  fact  that  Christian  women  are 
seeking  rights  and  equality  in  the  world 
when  God  has  provided  it,  and  Jesus  died 
for  it,  is  sad  indeed. 

I  realize  such  articles  create  good 
copy,  but  they  do  not  minister  to  the 
Christian  women;  rather  they  strife. 


If  you  want  to  help  the  woman,  teach 
her  who  she  is,  in  Christ  Jesus, 
encourage  her  to  get  into  the  word,  and  to 
align  herself  only  with  those  things  which 
line  up  with  that  word. 

Glenda  Bucky 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Members  are  responsible 

for  the  church’s  actions 

To  the  Editor: 

Some  recent  contributors  have 
asserted  that  the  recent  WCC  grant  to 
guerrillas  in  Zimbabwe  (Rhodesia)  cor¬ 
responds  to  aid  given  to  American 
revolutionaries.  Such  false  flag-waving 
is  inaccurate  and  likely  insincere.  A 
grant  from  a  church  to  Jesse  James  and 
Cole  Younger  would  have  been  a  much 
more  accurate  analogy. 

The  grant  mentioned  above,  much  of  it 
Methodist  money,  will  either  be  used  for, 
or  free  up  funds  for,  arms.  The  very 
thought  of  accountability  in  guerrilla 
warfare  is  at  once  ridiculous  and 
misleading.  United  Methodists  have 
made  it  possible  for  more  civilian 
aircraft  to  be  shot  down  and  their 
survivors  murdered  on  the  ground.  More 
children  can  be  tortured,  more 
missionaries  murdered  now.  Having  so 
aligned  itself,  under  International  Law, 
United  Methodists  are  responsible  for  the 
terrorism  they  champion  and  subsidize. 

Many  would  blame  the  leaders  of  the 
church.  However,  it  is  the  rank  and  file 
who  stand  by  and  allow  their 
contributions  and  collective  influence  to 
be  expended  on  behalf  of  assassins.  Those 
still  fighting  in  Zimbabwe  do  not  want 
peace.  No  one  can  believe  that  they  do 
without  lying  to  himself  or  using  a 
twisted  or  dialectic  definition  of  peace. 
They  want  control.  No  amount  of  feigned 
disbelief  in  New  York  will  change  that. 

The  next  time  you  sit  in  your  pew  and 
sing  hymns  stop  on  the  second  verse  and 
ponder  on  the  murder  and  torture  made 
possible  by  your  gifts  and  the  urgings  of 
church  officials.  The  church  politicians 
in  the  white  marble  “God  Box,”  as  New 
Yorkers  call  it,  have  peddled  your  tithes 
and  your  influence  dishonorably.  The 
people  in  the  pews  must  either  regain 
control  of  the  church  bureaucracy  or 
accept  their  roles  as  co-murderers  with 
those  whom  their  leaders  have  chosen  for 
them. 

There  is  no  middle  ground,  no  simple 
absolution  of  the  uninvolved.  If  you 
contribute  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  then  you  are  responsible  for  the 
way  your  gifts  and  your  influence  are 
used. 

United  Methodists  will  either  get 
control  of  their  dollars  or  they  will 
accede  to  whatever  alliances  the  church 
politicians  choose  for  them. 

William  Albert  Hayes 
Middlesboro,  Kentucky 

Christians  should 
be  willing  to  take  risks 
To  the  Editor: 

It  breaks  my  heart  when  I  read  letters 
directed  to  you  which  read,  “Rather  than 
have  any  of  our  contribution  used  for  this 
purpose,  we  have  asked  our  church  to  use 
our  money  only  for  their  building  fund.” 
Letters  of  this  sort  refer  to  WCC  actions, 
ERA  funds  or  support,  and  many  other 
social  actions  which  our  church  supports. 

Aren’t  Christians  called  to  risk  a  little? 
Can’t  we  take  the  risk  that  the  money  we 
offer  to  God  through  our  church  agencies 
just  might  be  used  to  further  His 
Kingdom?  Can’t  we  risk  that  God  just 
might  be  able  to  go  beyond  our  human 
wisdom  and  accomplish  good  in  the 
world  without  our  having  to  specify 
where  every  penny  of  our  offering  is 
going? 
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Christ  took  a  risk  for  us,  the  ultimate 
risk  of  death  itself,  not  knowing  what  was 
on  the  other  side  of  the  cross,  but 
knowing  that  God  would  see  him  through. 
Why  can’t  we  risk  a  little  .  .  .  with  our 
pennies  if  not  our  lives. 

Thomas  M.  Beall 

Maggie  Valley,  North  Carolina 

Plea  se  do  better 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  express  my  disgust  with 
your  October  6  picture  of  the  Western 
Hills  UMC  having  dancers  perform  at 
their  Worldwide  Communion  Day 
Service. 

That  is  the  worst  thing  I  have  ever  read 
in  a  church  paper.  I’ve  b£en  a  Methodist 
a  long  time  and  I  do  not  approve  of  such 
in  our  churches.  No  wonder  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  losing  so  many 
people.  In  fact  I  sure  am  not  going  to 
reorder  the  Methodist  paper  if  that  is  the 
best  you  can  print.  I  don’t  need  that  sort 
of  reading  in  my  Christian  life.  It  makes 
a  person  want  to  change  their  church  to  a 
better  religion  where  they  may  get  more 
out  of  it.  Please  do  better. 

Mrs.  E.  Bishop 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
Personal  touch  surprising 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  of  your  comments 
upon  the  joy  and  relief  in  being  able  to 
consult  with  your  staff  without  the  dash 
through  the  alley  (TM/UMR,  September 
29).  I  was  a  little  surprised  to  learn  a 
“big  time”  editor  put  up  with  such  a 
situation,  but  only  a  little  surprised. 

I  might  have  imagined  such 
consideration  from  you  and  your  staff,  as 
the  last  time  that  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
editor,  I  received  a  short  handwritten 
note  in  response.  In  a  day  of  automation, 
computerization,  and  separation  in  many 
businesses,  it  is  affirming  to  note  your 
interest  in  the  individual. 

I  have  appreciated  your  efforts  at  pro¬ 
ducing  a  paper  that  not  only  reflects  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  also  serves 
to  motivate  and  cause  reflection  in  the 
church. 

R.  Bruce  Gotschall 
Westmoreland,  Kansas 

Heart  warmed  by  empathy 

To  the  Editor: 

My  heart  was  warmed  by  the  empathy 
shown  in  recent  letters  to  you  regarding 
the  letter  "Should  we  evangelize  Jews?” 
I  am  a  Jewish  convert  to  Christianity  and 
have  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  30  years.  Perhaps  your 
readers  would  be  interested  in  a  few 
words  from  me. 

The  difference  of  opinion  in  the  letters 
does  not  matter.  The  thing  that  matters 
is  that  they  show  concern  and  strangely 
enough  both  writers,  in  my  opinion,  are 
correct.  There  are  Jews  who  serve  God 
and  are  obedient  to  Him  —  just  as  we 


Christians  serve  that  same  God  —  and 
they  are  content.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  those  that  are  ready  to  go 
forward  and  find  the  New  Testament’s 
fulfillment  of  the  Old.  I  don’t  know  how 
you  would  go  about  winning  them  .  .  . 
only  to  let  them  know  they  are  wanted. 

My  conversion  was  a  series  of 
situations  in  my  life  which  God  had 
worked  out.  I  did  not  do  it.  He  did.  I  asked 
to  join  the  church  and  if  I  could  live  the 
years  over  I  would  do  the  same.  But  you 
can  believe  me,  it  was  not  easy  for  there 
are  social  implications  that  are  almost 
unbearable.  Let’s  try  to  remove  anti¬ 
semitism  (and  I  do  not  even  like  the 
word),  but  let’s  try  to  understand  that 
they  are  our  brothers  and  in  witnessing 
our  Christianity  we  will  leave  the  door 
open. 

Don’t  mistake  me  .  .  .  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  not  failed  me  a 
single  time  in  all  these  years  and 
knowing  the  Lord  in  this  way  has  made  it 
worthwhile. 

Claire  R.  Simm 

Nashville,  Tennessee 


Richard  Peterson 
restoration  of  things  as  they  could  be  or 
should  be,  I  have  wondered  if  we  could 
not  perhaps  once  each  quadrennium 
have  a  Year  of  Jubilee  in  church 
membership.  Such  a  year  could  work 
something  like  this:  On  the  first  Sunday 
of  January  every  United  Methodist 
pastor  across  the  whole  church  would 
announce  from  the  pulpit  that  this  was  to 
be  a  Year  of  Jubilee  and  that  all 
members  would  be  encouraged,  at  some 
time  during  the  year,  to  come  forth  to  the 
altar  rail  and  there  renew  their  vows  of 
church  membership.  He  should  go  on  to 
state  that  the  understanding  of  Jubilee  is 
that  when  the  last  Sunday  of  December  is 
past,  only  those  who  at  some  point  during 
the  year  have  renewed  their  vows,  would 
then  be  members  of  the  church.  On  this 
basis,  every  church  is  Methodism  could, 
during  the  course  of  one  year,  have  a  roll 
that  represents  people  who  deliberately 
and  consciously  are  choosing  to  be  part 
of  Christ’s  church,  rather  than  trying  to 
protect,  for  those  who  have  dropped 
away,  some  aura  of  sanctity  and  holiness 
by  "having  their  names  on  the  church 
roll.” 

I  realize  there  are  some  problems  in 
this  suggestion.  One  would  have  to  do 
with  the  elderly,  the  shut-in,  the  student 
and  the  military  person  temporarily 
away  from  the  community.  That  is  very 
easily  taken  care  of  since  the  pastor 
and/or  a  lay  person  can  call  on  these 
people  or  write  them  and  their 
affirmation  of  faith  could  be  done  in  their 
home  or  by  mail.  This  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  much  more  persuasive  appeal  than 
simply  trying  to  see  if  we  can  get  them  to 
give  $5  or  to  come  to  one  Sunday  worship 
service  so  that  they  may  be  considered 
active  and  thus  taken  off  the  inactive  roll 
until  next  year  when  they  have  to  be  put 
back  on  it  again. 

There  are  some  who,  for  theological 
reasons,  may  think  this  to  be  a  highly 
controversial,  if  not  heretical  position  to 
take.  I’m  not  sure  that  I  can  understand 
that,  since  it  is  giving  to  people  the  clear 
right  to  state  where  they  are  in  their 
commitment  to  God  and  His  church. 
Levels  of  commitment  change  over  an 
individual’s  lifetime.  I  don’t  believe  that 
any  of  us  are  so  naive  as  to  think 
membership  on  the  institutional  roll  of 
the  church  matters  a  great  deal  as  far  as 
the  eternal  realities  of  whether  we  are 
going  to  be  in  heaven  or  hell  is 
concerned. 

What  really  matters  is  where  an 
individual’s  heart  and  where  an 
individual’s  commitment  are.  There  is 
individual  expression  of  love  to  God  and 
there  is  individual  commitment  to 
Christ’s  way  which  can  be  just  as 
effectively  felt  by  a  renewal  of  church 
vows  as  by  some  feeling  that  they  are 
protected  by  having  once,  at  some  point 
in  their  lives,  made  such  a  commitment. 

I  would  like  to  see  some  real  effort 
made  across  the  whole  church  to  bring 
reforms  into  our  membership  record¬ 
keeping,  and  that  deal  with  spiritual 
commitments  as  a  current  reality  in  life 
as  well  as  in  an  individual’s  history.  I 
trust  that  such  an  effort  will  be  made  by 
the  next  General  Conference.  Perhaps 
this  article  can  elicit  the  kind  of 
responses  that  will  make  your  fine 
newspaper  a  sounding  board  for  letters 
and  for  serious  articles  dealing  with  the 
whole  membership  procedure  of  United 
Methodism.  Then  we  can  do  the  reforms 
that  will  bring  spiritual  vitality  to  the 
congregation,  as  well  as  the 
denomination,  and  most  especially  to  the 
Christian  individual  who  needs  to  know 
that  church  membership  is  an  actual 
commitment  to  a  particular  life  style. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Richard  H.  Peterson,  is  pastor, ;  of  the 
Trinity  UMC  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada 
(Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference ). 
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Blind  couple  look  out  for  others 

FORT  WORTH,  Tex.  —  I.  C.  and  Myrtis  McAlister  may  call  it ' 'dabbling  in  mud” 
but  many  persons  at  the  senior  citizen  center  here  find  the  ceramics  class  Mr. 
McAlister  teaches  just  one  more  way  the  blind  couple  continually  reach  out  to  others. 
Active  members  of  St.  Andrews  UMC.  the  McAlisters  found  no  reason  to  restrict  their 
busy,  independent  lives  after  he  was  blinded  by  glaucoma  in  1967  and  she  lost  most  of 
her  sight  from  optic  nerve  deterioration  five  years  ago.  Living  as  a  blind  person 
comes  in  two  steps,  Mrs.  McAlister  says:  "First  you  learn  to  accept  it.  Then  you  learn 
to  live  with  it.  Determination  has  a  lot  to  do  with  it.  but  you  have  to  learn.”  She  served 
as  president  of  the  Fellowship  Senior  Citizen  Center  last  year  and  is  now  a  volunteer 
receptionist  there.  Her  husband  is  a  member  of  both  the  rhythm  band  and  the  male 
chorus  at  the  center.  fort  worth  star-telegram  piioto 

UM  congregation  wins 
‘Guideposts’  award 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  A  United 
Methodist  congregation  that 
spearheaded  an  imaginative  new  pro¬ 
gram  for  people  over  65  will  receive 
the  1978  "Guideposts  Church  Award.” 

Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale,  renowned 
minister  and  bestselling  author,  will 
make  the  presentation  here  to  the  Rev. 

El$#rt  C.  Qple,  pastor  of  Central  United 
Methodist  u  Church,  at  an  evening 
ceremony  Oct.  29. 

Central  UMC  is  being  cited  for  the 
imagination  and  drive  that  helped  create 
The  Shepherd's  Center,  an  organization 
bringing  energy  and  promise  to  people  in 
their  later  years,  according  to  the 
Missouri  Area  edition  of  TM/UMR.  "We 
look  upon  it  as  the  brightest  and  most 
sensible  innovation  on  the  American 
church  scene  today,”  Guideposts 
Executive  Editor  Arthur  Gordon  said. 

‘‘It  is  also  good  news  for  so-called  ‘old’ 
people  everywhere. " 

The  Shepherd’s  Center  concept  began 
seven  years  ago  when  Dr.  Cole,  other  UM 
ministers  and  laity  felt  the  time  had 
come  to  build  a  retirement  home.  The 
matter  was  submitted  to  a  Chicago  firm 
for  a  feasibility  study,  but  instead  of 
recommending  a  new  home,  the 
Chicagoans  pointed  out  that  only  five 
percent  of  people  over  65  live  in  nursing 
homes  or  other  custodial  care 
installations.  “What  are  you  doing  to 
serve  the  other  95  percent?”  they  asked. 

That  question  made  Dr.  Cole  and  his 
associates  take  a  closer  look  at  their 
community.  It  was  true:  There  were 
great  numbers  of  elderly  men  and 
women  living  in  their  own  homes,  many 
of  them  alone,  and  most  of  them 
cherishing  their  independence.  Dr. 

Cole’s  own  investigation  suggested  the 
principal  reason  most  older  people 
[  entered  homes  was  not  physical 
disability,  but  a  list  of  minor  problems 


New  Africa  project  advocated 

Mission  board  proposal  calls  for  $7  million  development  fund 


By  BI  D  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DETROIT  —  Touting  Africa  as  a 
continent  "whose  time  has  come"  in  the 
world  and  the  church,  United  Methodist 
mission  directors  took  steps  here  last 
week  which  eventually  may  commit  the 
denomination  to  a  $7  million  partnership 
with  African  Christians  in  a  program  of 
church  development. 

If  the  proposed  program  clears 
necessary  channels  and  is  approved  by 
the  UMC’s  General  Conference  in  1980.  it 
will  be  the  first  major  mission  thrust  of 
the  church  to  be  primarily  financed  by 
American  United  Methodists  yet 
administered  and  controlled  by  a 
committee  with  Africans  in  the  majority. 

Based  on  recommendations  made  in  a 
52-page  report  compiled  over  the  past 
two  years  by  a  special  Africa  Task 
Force,  the  board  s  proposal  approves  "in 
principle 

( 1 )  formation  of  an  "Africa  Committee 
on  Church  Growth  and  Development,"  to 
be  composed  of  mission  board 
representatives  plus  three  persons  from 
each  United  Methodist  annual 
conference  or  affiliated  church  body  in 
Africa.  (Two-thirds  of  the 
representatives  would  be  African. ) 

(2)  establishment  of  an  "African 
Church  Growth  and  Development  Fund" 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  $7  million 
during  the  1980-84  quadrennium  for  use  in 
Africa.  Details  on  how  the  committee 
would  be  related  to  mission  board 
structure  and  how  the  funds  would  be 
raised  were  postponed  for  discussion  at 
the  board’s  1979  spring  meeting. 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols.  Pittsburgh  Area. 


such  as  shopping  for  food  and  home 
maintenance. 

Out  of  this  came  the  Central  United 
Home  Service  groups  in  which  retired 
people  offer  themselves  as  companions, 
handymen  and  shoppers.  Older  people, 
for  a  minimal  charge,  repair  leaky 
faucets,  etc.,  and  drive  other  older 
people  to  the  dentist,  beauty  shop  or 
whatever.  It  gives  them  the  feeling  dfj 
being  needed  and  useful  as  well. 

At  The  Shepherd's  Center,  which  now 
includes  23  participating  Protestant  and 
Catholic  churches  and  two  synagogues, 
Home  Service  was  only  the  beginning.  As 
the  church  groups  found  practical  ways 
to  serve,  they  also  scrutinized  the  process 
of  aging  and  decided  too  often  "old  age” 
was  a  state  of  mind;  that  people 
frequently  were  deceived  into  thinking 
that  their  lives  were  finished  by  the  jolt 
of  retirement  or  the  death  of  a  spouse. 
The  Center’s  "Life  Enrichment" 
programs  sprang  up  to  deal  with  these 
emotional  stumbling  blocks. 

Then,  working  on  the  theory  that  it  was 
never  too  late  to  stretch  the  mind,  they 
created  an  array  of  study  courses, 
"Adventures  in  Learning,"  embracing 
everything  from  foreign  languages, 
travel,  nutrition,  politics  to  yoga,  health 
clinics  and  protection  against  crime.  As 
Homer  Jennings,  a  former  Shepherd’s 
Center  president,  said  recently,  "We're 
proving  just  because  you  retire  doesn’t 
mean  you  have  to  retire  from  life.  ” 
Central  UMC  is  the  21st  congregation 
to  be  honored  with  the  bronze  plaque  of 
the  annual  Guideposts  Church  Award.  A 
feature  article  about  the  congregation 
will  appear  in  the  November  issue  of 
"Guideposts”,  a  non-profit,  interfaith 
publication  which  now  is  the  15th  largest 
magazine  in  America  and  read  by  more 
than  11  million  people  each  month. 


The  new  pontiff 

VATICAN  CITY  —  Pope  John  Paul 
11.  the  former  Cardinal  Karol  Wojtyla 
of  Poland,  acknowledges  cheers  of 
thousands  in  St.  Peter's  Square  on  Oct. 
16,  after  being  elected  to  succeed  the 
late  Pope  John  Paul  I.  Dr.  Robert  W. 
Huston,  chief  ecumenical  officer  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  called  on 
United  Methodists  to  join  in  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  new  pope's  election. 
"We  are  more  than  'observers’  when 
we  relate  to  Roman  Catholics  as 
Christians."  he  said.  "We  are  one: 
their  global  ubiquitousness  is  impor¬ 
tant  and  what  that  church  does  affects 
us.” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  FIIOTO 


who  is  president  of  the  board's  World 
Division,  called  the  proposal  an 
•  opportunity  which  is  providential,  not 
accidental”  and  said  the  program  will 
strengthen  the  American  church  as  a 
part  of  the  process  of  aiding  the  African 
church. 

"This  proposal  gives  us  the 
opportunity  to  shift  our  interest  away 
from  ourselves  and  to  a  single  sacrificial 
target  in  mission,"  Bishop  Nichols  said. 

Leading  a  floor  fight  to  defeat  a 
proposed  amendment  which  would  have 
removed  the  specific  funding  request 
from  the  proposal.  Bishop  Nichols  told 
the  directors:  "If  there  is  no  price  tag  on 
commitment,  then  there  is  no 
commitment.”  The  majority  of  the 
directors  backed  specific  funding  and  the 
overall  proposal  passed  with  only  a 
handful  of  negative  votes. 

Object  to  price  tag 

Others,  however,  while  supporting  the 
concept  of  the  proposal,  objected  to 
including  the  $7  million  price  tag  at  this 
point.  Among  them  was  Bishop  Wayne 
Clymer,  head  of  the  board’s  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Division, 
who  said  he  fears  "a  process  which  will 
allow  this  magnificent  proposal  to  be  lost 
at  General  Conference." 

Following  approval  of  the  proposal,  the 
board  voted  to  instruct  its  own  finance 
committee  and  committee  for  research 
and  development  to  begin  working  out 
plans  to  divert  $500,000  a  year  from  the 
board's  current  budget  to  begin 
financing  the  program  —  if  General 
Conference  approves  it  —  from  1980  until 
funding  begins  coming  in  from  whatever 
churchwide  funding  method  is  approved 

Two  letters 
on  Zim  babwe 
passed  by  board 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
DETROIT  —  A  letter  to  American 
United  Methodists  outlining  the  issue  of 
majority  rule  in  Zimbabwe  (Rhodesia) 
—  approved  three  weeks  ago  by  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  —  was  edited  "to  offer  a  more 
pastoral  tone"  and  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  here  Oct.  20. 

While  there  were  no  substantive 
changes,  the  mission  board  made 
numerous  editing  changes,  which  board 
president  Bishop  Frederick  Wertz, 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  attributed  to  a  desire 
to  be  more  pastoral  and  less  political 
In  addition,  the  mission  board 
approved  a  second  letter  which 
originated  in  its  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  Division.  The 
second  letter  was  an  open  letter  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Zimbabwe 
That  letter  said,  in  part:  "While  we 
have  no  ultimate  wisdom  to  suggest  the 
exact  path  your  country  should  take  in  its 
self-determination  and  self-governance, 
we  intend  to  support  those  efforts  which 
seek  majority  rule,  a  just  and  enduring 
peace  for  all  the  people,  and  the 
termination  of  the  present  conflict  " 


Other  recommendations  in  the 
proposal  include: 

•  a  call  for  changes  in  the  UMC’s 
"Book  of  Discipline"  to  allow  American 
United  Methodist  clergy  to  retain 
membership  in  an  annual  conference  in 
the  USA  while  serving  as  short-term 
missionaries  overseas  —  even  if  he  or  she 
joins  an  annual  conference  in  another 
country.  This  proposal  will  be  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  for  consideration 

•  establishment  of  an  ad  hoc 


committee  to  study  how  the  proposed 
Africa  committee  and  fund  would  relate 
to  board  divisions  and  work  units  and  to 
report  its  findings  to  the  spring  meeting 
of  the  board. 

The  proposal  for  the  committee  and  the 
fund  will  go  next  to  the  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
for  consideration  and  referral  to  the  1980 
General  Conference  with  either  the 
positive  or  negative  recommendations  of 
those  councils 


Governments  rapped 
in  mission  stances 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DETROIT  —  Condemnation  of 
governments  in  Nicaragua  and 
Kampuchea  (Cambodia),  boycott  of 
products  marketed  by  a  Swiss 
manufacturer  of  infant  formula,  and 
protest  over  the  recent  arrest  of  two 
Presbyterian  ministers  in  South  Korea 
were  among  international  actions  taken 
by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  meeting  here  Oct  12-21 

In  each  case  by  unanimous  vote,  the 
board  took  the  following  actions : 

Nicaragua 

Affirming  the  people  of  Nicaragua  in 
their  "struggle  for  self-determination 
and  social  justice,"  the  UMC’s  mission 
board  Oct.  21  called  for  the  "immediate 
resignation”  of  the  government  of 
Nicaraguan  dictator  Anasaio  Somoza  on 
the  grounds  that  General  Somoza 's 
government  is  "brutally  and  violently 
repressing  the  citizens  of  that  nation 

The  board  also  called  upon  the  United 
States  government  to  declare  economic 
sanctions  against  Nicaragua  and  urged 
humanitarian  assistance  to  the  people  of 
that  nation  "through  all  available 
channels  " 

Kampuchea 

Concurring  with  a  statement  issued  in 
September  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
condemned  repression  in  Kampuchea 
(formerly  Cambodia)  and  said  perhaps 
repression  in  that  nation  is  "unmatched 
in  modern  times  " 

The  resolution  calls  upon  Christian 
churches  to  study  the  situation  in 
Kampuchea  and  to  assist  refugees  It 
also  calls  for  Chirstian  churches  to 
repent  and  "acknowledge  our  complicity 
in  .  .  actions  of  the  United  States 
government  and  of  the  Christian 
churches  of  this  nation  which  in  any 
way  have  contributedto  the  suffering." 

Infant  formula 

The  mission  board  voted  to  boycott  the 
Nestle  Corporation,  which  it  charges 
markets  infant  formula  in  developing 
nations  behind  advertising  which 
encourages  mothers  to  bottle  feed  rather 
than  breast  feed  their  babies. 

Mission  board  staff  pointed  out  that 
problems  with  impure  water  and 


Alaskan  school  gets  new  name 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

ANCHORAGE  -  Alaska  Methodist 
University  —  one  of  three  colleges 
supported  by  United  Methodists  through 
the  World  Service  fund  has  changed  its 
name  to  Alaska  Pacific  University. 

In  making  the  name  change  the  Board 
of  Trustees  here  Oct.  14  unanimously 
reaffirmed  "our  historic  and  continuing 
relationship  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church."  The  Anchorage  campus  will  be 
known  as  the  "Wesley -Gould  Campus  in 
honor  of  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of 
Methodism,  and  Gordon  Gould,  UM 
minister  who  is  the  founding  father  of  the 
university. 

The  recommended  name  change  was 
presented  by  UM  Bishop  Jack  M  Tuell, 
Portland  Area.  A  background  paper 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


1 


God-given  humor 

Minnie  Pearl  says  that  after  38 
years  with  the  Grand  Ole  Opry,  "I  still 
get  nervous  every  time  I  go  on  stage.  ” 
Mrs.  Henry  Cannon  who  created  the 
character  of  Minnie  Pearl  from 
Grinders  Switch  —  and  who  is  an 
active  United  Methodist  lay  woman  — 
says  she  needs  that  apprehension 
because  the  audience  won’t  laugh 
unless  "you  make  them  laugh  out  of 
the  God-given  humor  that  is  in  you.  I’d 
rather  have  the  ability  to  make  people 
laugh  than  any  other  God-given 
talent.” 

Nobody’s  perfect 

Hanging  in  his  office  is  a  picture  of 
three  owls,  one  upside  down.  The  sign 
underneath  says:  Nobody’s  perfect. 
And  Dan  Towler,  United  Methodist 
campus  minister  at  Cal  State 
University  in  Los  Angeles,  doesn’t 
claim  to  be,  but  he  still  works  at  it. 
The  former  all-pro  running  back  for 
the  Los  Angeles  Rams  says  "our 
church  is  to  help  people  become  whole 
people,  total  human  beings.  If  I  can 
help  somebody  be  a  better  secretary 
or  a  better  coach  of  a  team,  that’s 
mission." 

Son  led  her  to  Christ 

Entertainer  and  writer  Dale  Evans. 


wife  of  cowboy  star  Roy  Rogers, 
credits  her  son  Tom  Fox.  50,  a 
minister  of  music  at  Arcade  Baptist 
Church  near  Sacramento.  Calif.,  as 
the  one  person  who  changed  her  life. 
"My  son  asked  me  to  commit  myself 
to  Christ,  and  I  did  just  that,"  she 
says.  He  was  born  when  she  was  just 
16-years-old  and  Dale  found  herself  as 
a  working  mother,  left  alone  with  the 
young  child,  after  her  first  husband 
deserted  her.  She  and  her  first  born 
are  extremely  close.  She  laughs  that 
the  mere  16-year  difference  in  their 
ages  is  a  "marvelous"  advantage.  "I 
can  really  relate  to  him  now.” 

Small  role  in  big  movement 

Who  really  started  the  recent  civil 
rights  movement?  Many  people  claim 
Rosa  Parks  launched  it.  She  was  the 
little  old  lady  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  in 
1955  who  sat  down  on  the  city  bus. 
tired  from  a  day’s  work,  and  refused 
to  give  up  her  seat  to  a  white  man  and 
go  to  the  back  of  the  bus.  The  blacks 
led  by  a  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
boycotted  the  city  buses  and  the  rest 
is  history.  She  is  pictured  (right) 
during  a  recent  Progessive  Baptist 
Convention  in  Los  Angeles  where  she 
received  an  award  for  her  part  in  the 
incident. 


Rosa  Parks 


adopted  by  the  board  said  "Pacific” 
identifies  the  larger  dimensions  and 
context  of  a  university  at  the  "crossroads 
between  North  America  and  Asia  as  they 
encircle  the  Pacific  Rim.”  The  word 
"Pacific”  also  suggests  the  rich 
diversity  and  dynamic  interaction  of 
cultures,  the  paper  said,  while  "Alaska" 

Baptist  exec  to 
head  national 
church  council 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  32-year-old 
black  Baptist  minister  who  stresses  the 
"biblical  imperative”  for  Christian  unity 
has  been  nominated  for  the  presidency  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churchs  ( NCC ) . 

He  is  the  Rev.  M.  William  Howard  of 
Princeton,  N.J.,  whose  name  will  be 
proposed  for  the  three-year  term  by  the 
nominating  committee  at  the  meeting  of 
the-NCC  Governing  Board  in  November. 

Although  a  minister  of  the  American 
Baptist  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.,  Mr. 
Howard  serves  in  a  staff  position  as 
executive  director  of  the  Black  Council  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 

The  nominating  committee,  headed  by 
United  Methodist  ecumenical  officer 
Robert  W.  Huston,  also  announced 
candidates  they  will  nominate  for  first, 
second  and  third  vice-president.  They 
will  be,  respectively,  the  Rev.  Tracey  K. 
Jones,  general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church;  Dorothy  J.  Marple,  assistant  to 
the  president  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  and  Bishop  Maximos  of 
Diokleia,  chief  ecumenical  officer  for  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  North 
and  South  America. 

The  committee  will  renominate 
General  Secretary  Claire  Randall,  Dr. 
Huston  said. 

The  presidential  nominee,  Mr. 
Howard,  said  he  would  like  to  see  more 
Bible  study  done  by  the  National  Council, 
similar  to  that  done  at  the  council’s  last 
Governing  Board  meeting  in  June. 

He  said,  "We  can  treat  emerging 
societal  issues  more  maturely"  if  the 
churches  promote  ecumenism  "because 
it  is  demanded  by  the  scriptures  we 
claim. 


continues  as  the  focus  of  a  new  frontier 
land  of  need  and  opportunity. 

Glen  Olds,  president  of  Alaska’s  only 
four-year  private  university,  told 
TM/UMR  that  the  name  change  "is  not 
an  effort  to  down  play  or  negate  our 
United  Methodist  connection.  To  the 
contrary.  I’m  working  hard  to  revitalize 
it." 

But  he  said  “there  is  simply  no  way 
that  the  heavy  burden  of  bad  memories, 
the  experience  of  failure  and  all  of  the 
ghosts  that  haunt  the  place  can  be  really 
put  to  rest  without  a  dramatic 
celebration  that  this  is  a  new  day,  a  new 
leadership  and  a  new  direction.  A  name 
change  is  a  primary  clue  to  that  ." 

Although  the  board  voted  unanimously 
for  the  change,  the  university’s  Articles 
and  By-laws  require  the  trustees  to  meet 
again  to  fulfill  a  30-day  advance  notice 
requirement 
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improper  use  of  formula  by  illiterate 
women  has  caused  malnutrition  and 
death  of  many  babies  in  the  Third  World 

The  boycott  was  approved  after  it  was 
pointed  out  that  Nestle  is  a  Swiss 
Corporation,  uneffected  by  stockholder 
actions  of  the  board  which  have 
contributed  to  American-based  formula 
firms  improving  marketing  practices. 

Korea 

The  mission  board  agreed  to  send 
cables  to  the  National  Christian  Council 
of  Korea  and  the  government  of  Korea 
protesting  the  "arrests,  rearrests  and 
indictment  of  persons  in  Korea"  in  what 
they  see  as  systematic  harrassment  of 
the  Christian  community. 

Specifically  protested  were  the  recent 
arrest  of  Presbyterian  ministers 
Timothy  Moon  and  Park  Hvung  Kyu. 

Women  support 
the  civil  rights 
of  homosexuals 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DETROIT  —  The  national  policy¬ 
making  body  for  1.2  million  members  of 
United  Methodist  Women  voted 
unanimously  here  Oct  16  to  support  "the 
civil  rights  of  all  teachers"  and. 
therefore,  to  oppose  California’s  "Briggs 
Initiative"  —  a  state  proposition  which 
would  provide  for  dismissal  of  school 
teachers  who  engage  in  "homosexual 
conduct."  which  is  defined  as 
"advocating,  soliciting,  imposing, 
encouraging  or  promoting"  homosexual 
activity.  (See  related  article  elsewhere 
in  this  issue  of  TM/UMR. ) 

Stressing  that  their  action  deals  with 
civil  rights  and  does  not  deal  with  the 
moral  aspects  of  homosexuality, 
directors  of  the  Women’s  Division  called 
the  proposition  vague  and  said  it  does  not 
equally  deal  with  sexual  misconduct 
related  to  heterosexual  teachers 

Fear  was  expressed  that,  if  the 
proposition  were  to  become  law.  its 
vagueness  would  lead  to  "McCarthy 
type"  repression  of  homosexuals. 

The  Women's  Division  commended  the 
California-Nevada  Annual  Conference 
leadership  —  including  Bishop  Marvin 
Stuart  —  for  opposing  the  "Briggs 
Initiative." 

In  other  actions  the  division : 

•  adopted  a  resolution  opposing  a 
Constitutional  Convention  on  Abortion 
being  promoted  by  some  women’s 
groups. 

•  called  for  study  and  support  of  the 
Strategic  Arms  Limitations  Treaty 
<  SALT  II). 
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CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 
january  22  -  February  2 

Enjoy  a  relaxing  United  Methodist  adventure 
as  you  sail  the  sun-drenched  Caribbean  round- 
trip  from  Ft  Lauderdale,  visiting  Curacao,  Ven- 
ezula,  Grenada,  Martinique,  and  St.  Thomas 
aboard  the  Panamanian-registered  S.S.  DORIC. 
^7%  The  leisurely  shipboard  life,  outstanding  meals, 
and  romantic  vistas  are  yours  to  savor  on  this 
excellent  vacation. 


WESTERN  GRAND  CIRCLE 
March  3-19 

Flying  to  Arizona,  we  visit  the  Grand  Canyon, 
Tucson  and  Phoenix.  Next  is  San  Diego,  Los 
Angeles,  Disneyland,  California  coast,  Yosemite 
National  Park,  and  San  Francisco.  See  an 
old  West  "shoot-out,"  enjoy  special  seafood, 
Chinese  banquets,  even  explore  Tijuana  in  old 
Mexico. 


These  tours  art  all  escorted  and  the  price  all-inclusive,  with  3  meals  a  day,  deluxe  and  first 
class  accommodations,  transportation,  and  gratuities.  Enjoy  the  advantages  of  group  travel  I 


Write: 

WAYFARER  GROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 
2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 

Other  tour  folders  I  would  like  to 
receive  when  available:  □  Orient 
□  Alpine  □  Alaska  □  Hawaii 


Please  send  me  the  following  folder(s): 
□  Caribbean  □  Western  Grand  Circle 


Address- 
City  &  State- 


Zip- 


j _ □  Balkan/Greek  Isles  □  Treasure  West _ (please  print) _ TM92278 _ j 
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Harassment  charged 

Black  college  officials  appeal  to  President 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

A  “puzzling  harassment  of  black 
higher  education  by  the  federal 
government’’  is  believed  by  some  United 
Methodist-related  college  officials  to 
have  been  behind  last  vear’s  indictments 
of  Wiley  College's  president  and  two 
former  staff  members.  The  charges  were 
later  dismissed. 

But  changes  for  the  better  are 
expected  as  a  result  of  a  meeting 
between  black  college  presidents  and 
President  Jimmy  Carter.  The  President 
issued  a  directive  recently  to  all  federal 
agencies  to  make  sure  black  colleges 
were  not  artificially  excluded  from  their 
programs  and  to  be  helpful  instead  of 
punitive  and  insensitive. 

Wiley  College  in  Marshall,  Tex.,  is  one 
of  12  predominantly  black  institutions 
related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
While  it  was  the  only  UM  school  to  get 
tangled  in  what  one  school  official  called 
the  “insensitive  and  destructive 
approach’’  taken  by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare 
(HEW)  officials,  several  other  schools 
were  involved,  according  to  Dr.  Elias 
Blake  Jr.,  president  of  UM-related  Clark 
College  in  Atlanta. 

Dr.  Julius  Scott  of  Paine  College, 
Augusta,  Ga.,  told  TM/UMR,  “Wiley 
College  was  clearly  a  case  of  HEW 
officials  trying  to  embarass  the  black 
colleges.” 

Over  the  course  of  the  last  year  black 
college  officials  say  they  began  to 


observe  “destruction’’  being  created  by 
HEW’s  "insensitive  approach  to  schools 
with  large  numbers  of  low-income 
students"  and  a  negative  attitude  toward 
black  colleges.  A  group  of  presidents  and 
officials  met  with  President  Carter  in 
August,  Dr.  Blake  told  TM/UMR. 

The  Clark  College  president  said  he  is 
“optimistic  now  that  federal  agencies 
will  try  to  be  more  helpful  and 
appreciative  of  the  contributions  of  black 
colleges,”  but  he  added,  "We  must  be 
vigilant.” 

In  the  cases  of  the  colleges 
“inappropriately  damaged  by  HEW 
actions,”  Dr.  Blake  said  the  federal 
policy  to  cut  off  all  federal  funding 
programs  during  an  investigation,  was 
“a  highly  destructive  situation  for  small 
colleges  in  which  cash-flow  difficulties 
are  not  uncommon.” 

Case  of  Wiley  College 

In  the  case  of  Wiley,  he  said,  federal 
officials  had  jumped  on  the  school, 
overstated  the  problem,  drew  completely 
erroneous  conclusions  and  “generally 
trampled  mud  all  over  its  reputation  in 
the  entire  region.”  President  Robert  E. 
Hayes  Sr.  and  two  former  staff  members 
in  September  1977  were  named  in  a 
federal  grand  jury  indictment  on  10 
counts  of  alleged  embezzlement  of 
$255,948  federal  education  funds  between 
1972  and  1975.  Investigation  proved  there 
were  improper  transfers  of  funds  but  no 
evidence  of  conversion,  embezzlement  or 
diversion  of  funds  by  the  officers  or  staff 


TM/UMR  cops  three 
of  four  writing  awards 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK-  Writers  related  to  The 
Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter  received  three  of  four  Arthur 
West  Awards  given  here  last  week  for 
excellence  in  writing  about  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year, 
TM/UMR  Senior  Staff  Writer  Sharon 
Mielke  received  two  of  the  four  awards 
which  were  given.  Ms.  Mielke  received 
the  first  place  award  in  the  feature 
writing  category  for  a  variety  of  feature 
stories  she  has  written  for  TM/UMR 
during  the  past  year,  and  second  place  in 
the  news  writing  category  for  a  group  of 
stories  she  has  written  about  the 
difficulties  faced  by  the  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  centers  in  southern 
California.  She  received  second  place 
awards  in  both  the  news  and  feature 
writing  categories  last  year. 

James  Steele,  editor  of  the  Missouri 
Area  edition  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  received  the  second  place 
award  in  the  feature  writing  compe¬ 
tition  for  a  group  of  five  feature  stories 
appearing  in  his  publication  during  the 
past  year. 

Russell  Chandler,  religion  writer  for 
the  Los  Angeles  Times,  received  the 
first  place  award  in  the  news  writing 
competition  for  a  series  of  articles  he 


wrote  over  a  period  of  several  months 
about  Pacific  Homes. 

The  awards  competition  is  sponsored 
annually  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  and  was  initiated  last 
year  in  honor  of  Dr.  Arthur  West,  who  for 
many  years  served  as  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  UMC’s  national  news 
staff. 

The  competition  is  open  to  persons  in 
both  the  religious  press  and  the  public 
press  who  write  about  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  is  intended  to  reward 
excellence  in  news  and  feature  coverage 
of  the  church’s  activities. 

This  year’s  awards  were  presented 
during  the  annual  Board  of  Managers 
meeting  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  church’s  national 
agency  responsible  for  mass  media 
relations,  news  dissemination,  and 
program  and  benevolence 
interpretation. 


for  personal  use. 

Calvin  Tregre,  vice-president  of 
financial  affairs  at  Wiley  told  TM/UMR 
at  the  time  of  the  indictments  that  HEW 
officials  were  involved  in  negotiations 
with  the  college  and  that  a  plan  had  been 
submitted  to  HEW  to  repay  money 
transfered  for  a  period  of  time  into  the 
general  fund  for  use  in  paying  day-to-day 
expenses.  The  difficulty  arose,  he  said, 
when  the  general  fund  was  insufficient  to 
repay  the  restricted  fund. 

J.  B.  Black,  a  Wiley  trustee  of 
Marshall,  Tex.  told  TM/UMR  the 
trustees  had  been  aware  of  the  situation 
for  some  time,  and  were  puzzled  why 
HEW  chose  to  indict  the  president 
instead  of  the  trustees  who  authorized 
the  steps  taken. 

HEW  statements  'damaging' 

Dr.  Blake  said  perhaps  even  more 
damaging  were  public  statements  made 
by  HEW  Secretary  Joseph  Califano  to  the 
effect  that  black  colleges  were  too 
dependent  on  federal  support,  were  not 
vigorous  enough  in  developing  other 
sources,  did  not  use  federal  aid 
effectively,  and  that  large  numbers  of 
black  colleges  were  in  such  financial 
distress  they  could  not  be  expected  to 
survive. 

“That  sent  shock  waves  throughout  the 
schools’  constituencies,”  Dr.  Blake  said. 
Mr.  Califano  was  “making  it  sound  as  if 
black  colleges  were  on  welfare.  He  failed 
to  recognize  our  contribution  —  one-half 
of  all  black  graduates  in  the  U.S.  each 
year  come  from  black  schools.” 

The  black  college  presidents  were  also 
annoyed.  Dr.  Blake  said,  that  the 
secretary  failed  to  mention  that  large 
research  universities  are  actually  more 
heavily  subsidized  by  federal  monies 
than  smaller  colleges.  Black  colleges 
spend  federal  money  mostly  on  financial 
aid  programs  for  low-income  students 
while  the  more  affluent  universities  get 
money  to  pay  for  research  programs. 

Dr.  Blake  said  Mr.  Califano  has  been 
making  more  positive  public  statements 
since  the  meeting  with  President  Carter, 
and  is  now  publicly  supporting  the 
survival  of  black  higher  education  and  its 
contributions. 

Dr.  Thomas  Trotter,  general  secretary 
of  the  UM  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  told  board  members 
earlier  this  month  that  maintaining 
adequate  support  for  “these 
indispensable  institutions”  is  an 
important  issue  for  the  boards,  especial¬ 
ly  in  light  of  the  federal  government’s 
earlier  and  puzzling  harassment  of  black 
higher  education. 

United  Methodists  support  their  12 
church-related  colleges  through  the 
Black  College  Fund. 


TM/UMR  names  minority 
intern  in  journalism 


Classified 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  I6t;  100.  $15.00;  bronze 
cross,  $1.50;  poems.  ‘Cross  in  My  Pocket,”  2e.  Plus 
postage  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh.  N.C 
27609. 


REMODELING  —  FOR  SALE :  40  church  pewa,  iu  to 

26  foot  lengths,  all  wood,  S  &  K  Manufacturer,  pew 
cushions,  excellent  condition.  21+321-2601  or  21+341- 


CHRISTMASTIDE  PILGRIMAGE:  Israel.  Rome. 
Copenhagen.  Jan.  9-20.  1979.  $1278  Rev  Ken  Carder. 
65  Academy.  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa.  18702.  Daily 
meditations  Leisurely,  first  class  travel. 


ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PASTOR  -  emphasis  on 
education,  youth,  programming,  resume, 
references,  picture.  Gulf  Breeze  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  338,  Gulf  Breeze,  Fla.  32561 


UNIQUE  RETIREMENT  VILLAGE  -  Live 
independently,  inexpensively,  one  floor  house.  Life 
Lease  $7,500  or  $75  month,  plus  improvement 
charges  —  monthly  fees  National  Church 
Residences.  Waverly,  Ohio  45690, 


DO  YOU  WANT  YOUR  CHURCH  to  grow?  I  have  an 
M.A.  in  Evange'ism  from  Scarritt  College  and  am 
looking  for  a  position  as  an  assistant  to  tne  minister 
with  an  emphasis  on  evangelism.  Contact  Richard 
Pippert,  111  Whitsett  Apt.  1-10.  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37211.  (615  )  834-8570 


DALLAS  —  A  graduate  student  in 
journalism  long  active  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  awarded  a 
one-year  internship  in  religion  writing 
and  editing  with  The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter 
(TM/UMR.)  w 

Beatrice  Jones, 

Durham,  N.C.,  will  j 
join  the  staff  of  the  .] 
largest  Protestant 5 
weekly  newspaper 
here  Jan.  1,  under 
an  internship  pro¬ 
gram  created  by 
the  newspaper  to 
attract  ethnic  min¬ 
ority  persons  to  the  j 
field  of  religious  • 
journalism. 

Her  appointment  to  the  post  was 
announced  last  week  by  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor-general 
manager  of  TM/UMR. 

A  1978  graduate  of  Duke  University 
with  an  A.B.  degree  in  Public  Policy 
Studies  and  an  area  of  concentration  in 


Beatrice  Jones 


% 


Q/Uesfeijan 

^etiAement 
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A  Beautiful  Kctircuknt  Home  located  in  a  community  o!  Inondliness  and  culture  Tin* 
Wesleyan  stands  where  the  urban  and  rural  atmosphere  blends  together  just  28  miles  north  ol 

\  list  in 

THE  WESLEYAN  IS . 

Within  walking  distance  to  churches.  Iibrar\ .  banks,  stores,  a  home  to  feel  relaxed  in.  a  home 
to  feel  secure  in  —  occupied  bv  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comlortably  at 
home.  Planned  activities  and  entertainment,  but  privacy  when  you  want  it.  Beautiful  dining 
room,  serving  three  well  balanced,  home  style  meals  per  day  Spacious  sun  porches  and 
grounds.  Large  carpeted  rooms,  plenty  of  closet  space,  private  bath.  Private  or  semi-private 
rooms,  furnished  or  unfurnished,  as  you  desire.  Open  to  persons  of  all  faiths. 

THK  WESLEYAN  RETIREMENT  HOME  is  a  non-profit  non-sectarian  ministry -of  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 

\c< ommodations  are  now  available  We  believe  our  reasonable  rales  will  surprise  and  please 
you 

There’s  much  more  to  know  about  Wesleyan  Homes.  We  invite  you  to  visit  us  or  call  or  write 
for  further  information 

L  Wesleyan  Homes  —  Box  486  —  Georgetown,  Tx  78626  —  512-863-2528  J 


Communications  Policy,  Ms.  Jones  is  a 
native  of  Sumter,  S.C.  She  has  held 
leadership  positions  in  a  number  of  UM 
organizations  at  various  levels. 
Currently  national  secretary  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  she 
chaired  the  UM  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  in  1974-75  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  general  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Lake  Junaluska  Assembly. 

In  1977  Ms.  Jones  served  a  summer 
internship  with  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  Washington,  D.C. 

She  is  a  member  of  Emmanuel  UMC, 
Sumter,  S.C. 

The  TM/UMR  internship  was 
established  last  fall  by  the  newspaper’s 
board  of  directors  out  of  “a  concern 
about  the  small  percentage  of  minority 
persons  engaged  in  communications  in 
our  denomination  and  the  field  as  a 
whole,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 

Supreme  Court 
says  ‘no’ to 
church  body 

WASHINGTON  (UMC)-  The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court,  in  a  one-line  order  issued 
here  Oct.  16,  declined  to  intervene  at  this 
time  in  a  Pacific  Homes-related  class 
action  lawsuit  which  named  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  (GCFA)  and  other 
church  units  and  individuals. 

Attorneys  for  the  fiscal  agency  had 
asked  the  nation’s  highest  court  to  in 
effect  review  a  ruling  in  California  courts 
which  left  GCFA  in  the  case  although 
dismissing  the  denomination.  The  suit 
had  been  brought  by  some  residents  of 
the  bankrupt  retirement  home  network. 

Samuel  W.  Witwer,  Jr.,  co-counsel  for 
GCFA,  said  the  denial  of  a  writ  of 
certiorari  by  the  Supreme  Court  “is  by 
no  means  a  decision  as  to  liability  and 
does  not  touch  on  the  merits  of  the  case. ' ' 
The  proceedings  in  the  case,  he  said,  are 
still  in  a  very  preliminary  stage  and  this 
decision  does  not  in  any  way  preclude  the 
possibility  of  future  appeals  and  other 
defenses  should  the  case  come  to  trial. 

GCFA  attorneys  in  petitioning  the  high 
court  had  argued  that  California 
Superior  Court  Judge  Ross  G.  Tharp  in 
his  decision  had  misunderstood  and  in 
effect  rewritten  the  policy  of  United 
Methodism  in  violation  of  the  First 
Amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution. 
They  also  held  that  involving  GCFA,  an 
Illinois  corporation,  in  a  California  suit 
was  a  violation  of  due  process  under  the 
Constitution. 


Artfully 

rewarded 

EL  CERRITO,  Calif.  —  Jeff  Jue 
receives  the  God  and  Country  Award 
in  Scouting  from  the  Rev.  Harold 
Coleman  after  completing  a  one-year 
project  which  may  be  unique  in  the 
annals  of  such  awards.  He  designed 
and  executed  10  8-by-12  inch  stained- 
glass  windows  which  have  now  been 
permanently  installed  in  El  Cerrito 
UMC,  where  Mr.  Coleman  is  pastor. 
“Jeff  began  working  in  stained  glass 
several  years  ago  under  my 
tutoring,”  Mr.  Coleman  says.  “He  has 
a  fine  sense  of  design  and  color  and 
does  excellent  work.”  Jeff  is  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jun  Jue.  Mr.  Jue  is 
pastor  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Sunnydale, 

Calif.  CAL.-NEV.  UMR  PHOTO 


Oppose  Proposition  6 


UM  leaders  raise  rights  issue 

By  PAT  SITES 


Staff  Writer 

“Grave  and  troubling  questions  about 
basic  constitutional  rights”  led  United 
Methodist  leaders  in  two  annual 
conferences  to  quicken  their  opposition 
last  week  to  a  “School  Employees  - 
Homosexuality”  initiative  facing 
California  voters  Nov.  7. 

Calling  Proposition  6  —  known  as  the 
“Briggs  Initiative”  —  both  “unnecessary 
and  dangerous,”  San  Francisco  Area 
Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart  issued  a 
pastoral  letter  Oct.  22  urging 
congregations  to  "go  to  the  polling  places 
in  a  spirit  of  Christian  witness”  and 
defeat  the  initiative. 

Proposition  6  calls  for  the  dismissal  of 
homosexuals  teaching  in  the  state’s 
public  schools. 

Similar  statements  of  opposition  were 
issued  earlier  by  three  UM  California- 
Nevada  conference  organizations:  the 
Division  of  Church  and  Society,  the 
Ministry  Staff,  including  Bishop  Stuart, 
and  the  executive  committee  of  the 
conference  United  Methodist  Women. 

Opposition  also  came  from  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  of  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  conference,  which  alerted 
church  members  to  “the  serious  erosion 
of  civil  rights”  which  Proposition  6  would 
allegedly  bring  about.  The  board’s 
resolution  also  deplored  “the  use  of 
scriptures  to  generate  hatred  and 
violation  of  civil  rights  of  homosexual 
and  bisexual  persons.” 

Bring  power  of  compassion 
“I  do  not  suggest  that  we  be  indifferent 
to  the  importance  of  sexual  conduct,” 
Bishop  Stuart  wrote  in  a  letter  he  asked 
conference  pastors  to  read  from  their 
pulpits  last  Sunday.  Rather  he  called 
church  members  to  “bring  the  power  of 
compassion  and  redemption  to  a  world 
already  sick  —  perhaps  unto  death  — 
because  of  persecution  and  vindictive¬ 
ness.” 

Noting  that  California  students  are 
already  protected  by  law  from  teachers 
who  advocate  beliefs  and  values 
antithetical  to  public  morality,  the 
bishop  said  “there  is  no  convincing 
weight  of  evidence  that  homosexual 
teachers  impose  their  lifestyles  on 
students.”  The  proposition  would,  he 
said,  “invite  people  who  criticize 
teachers  for  a  variety  of  reasons  rto 
attack  them  with  irrelevant,  unjustified 
accusations  of  homosexual  conduct.” 

"The  Social  Creed  of  the  UMC  is 
clear,”  he  added.  “Although  it  does  not 
condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality,  it 
supports  full  (rights  to /membership  in  the 

4Gay’  caucus 
wants  church 
law  changed 

DENVER  (UMC)  -  Affirmation,  the 
lesbian  and  “gay”  concerns  caucus 
within  United  Methodism,  has  started  a 
move  to  petition  the  1980  General 
Conference  to  delete  “derogatory 
language  about  gay  people”  from  the 
church’s  Social  Principles. 

Specifically  mentioned  was  the  section 
on  The  Nurturing  Community  which 
states:  "...  we  do  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  consider 
this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.” 

Also  at  its  semi-annual  meeting  here 
Oct.  6-8  the  caucus  agreed  to  ask 
members  of  the  denomination  to  petition 
the  church’s  law-making  body  to 
eliminate  paragraph  906.13  from  the 
“Book  of  Discipline.”  This  makes  the 
general  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  responsible  for  ensuring 
that  no  United  Methodist  funds  promote 
the  acceptance  of  homosexuality.  The 
paragraph  has  been  cited  by  two  UM- 
related  seminaries  in  actions  denying 
enrollment  to  self-avowed  “gay” 
persons. 

Thirty-seven  persons  from  14  annual 
conferences  scattered  throughout  the 
five  jurisdictions  attended  the  meeting  of 
Affirmation. 

They  voted  to  launch  an  educational 
campaign  that,  over  the  next  20  months, 
would  include  regional  seminars 
bringing  together  “gay”  men  and  lesbian 
women  with  annual  conference  officials 
and  local  church  members.  The  purpose 
would  be  to  explore  sexuality  issues  and 
give  an  opportunity  for  “straight” 
persons  to  get  acquainted  with  “gay” 
people,  particularly  those  involved  in  the 
ministry  of  the  UMC. 

Setting  a  budget  in  excess  of  $20,000  for 
the  educational  effort,  participants 
pledged  more  than  $8,000  at  the  Denver 
meeting  and  committed  themselves  to 
raise  an  additional  $7,500  by  next  June. 


church  and  state  for  homosexual 
people.” 

In  their  joint  statement  opposing 
Proposition  6,  the  three  California— 
Nevada  conference  groups  charged  that 
“the  ramifications  of  this  initiative,  if 
passed,  would  be  widespread.”  It  would, 
the  statement  said: 

•  deny  the  rights  to  free  speech, 
privacy  and  association; 

•  minimize  evaluation  of  the 
professional  qualifications  and 
performances  of  teachers; 

•  promote  rumors  and  charges  leading 
to  investigation  of  families,  friendships 
and  home  lives  —  a  return  to  “the 
repressive  practices  and  injustices  of  the 
McCarthy  era ;  ” 

•  bring  financial  hardship  to  teachers 
by  suspension  of  salary  on  unproven 
allegations; 

•  waste  tax  money  intended  for 
educational  uses  on  legal  procedures. 

While  the  California  Conference  of 
Catholic  Charities,  the  Episcopal  Church 


By  RUSSELL  DILLEY 

ABERDEEN,  S.D.  —  A  controversial 
measure  proposing  to  control 
pornography  will  go  before  South  Dakota 
voters  in  a  Nov.  7  referendum  —  a  vote 
believed  to  have  broader  ramifications 
as  the  first  test  of  an  anti-obscenity 
movement  which  started  in  Tennessee. 

Supporters  say  a  vote  for  the  proposal 
is  a  vote  against  pornography  but 
opponents  urging  defeat  of  the  initiative 
say  it  is  not  as  simple  as  that.  They 
contend  that  the  measure  has  serious 
flaws  that  jeopardize  constitutional 
rights  and  freedom. 

To  date  the  churches  of  South  Dakota 
have  been  officially  silent  on  the  question 
except  for  the  Episcopal  conference 
which  recently  expressed  its  opposition. 

Backing  passage  is  the  Citizens  for 
Decency  committee,  a  movement 
growing  out  of  the  efforts  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  attorney  Larry  Parrish.  He  was 
instrumental  in  the  passage  of  a  similar 
bill  in  Tennessee  and  is  the  author  of  the 
South  Dakota  initiative.  The 
constitutionality  of  the  Tennessee  law  is 
before  the  courts  after  allegedly  being 
amended  150  times  by  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Parrish  is  a  popular  keynoter  at 
anti-obscenity  rallies  being  held  across 
South  Dakota  which  have  all  the 
trappings  of  an  “old  time  camp  meet¬ 
ing.”  Speakers  declare  that  “If  you  are  a 
Christian  you  will  support  this  bill  —  to 
oppose  it  is  un-Christian.” 

“One’s  convictions  and  feelings  about 
pornography  may  have  little  or  nothing 
to  do  with  one’s  position  on  this 
measure,”  said  the  Rev.  Del  Lind, 
director  of  the  State  Association  of 
Christian  Churches,  in  a  newspaper 
interview.  “To  withhold  support  is  not 


and  the  United  Church  of  Christ  have  all 
joined  the  United  Methodist  groups  in 
opposition  to  Proposition  6,  a  network  of 
some  300  fundamentalist  congregations 
are  reportedly  arrayed  in  supporting  it. 

The  California  measure  is  seen  to  have 
national  implications  for  the  homosexual 
rights  movement,  according  to  Religious 
News  Service.  Whereas  in  local  elections 
in  Florida,  Kansas  and  Minnesota,  voters 
repealed  laws  generally  protecting  the 
equal  rights  of  homosexuals  in  housing, 
public  accommodations  and 
employment,  the  California  initiative 
deals  exclusively  with  homosexual 
teachers  and  centers  on  their  right  to 
employment. 

Despite  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
mainline  religious  groups  and  prominent 
California  political  leaders,  including 
liberals  such  as  Gov.  Jerry  Brown  and 
conservatives  such  as  former  Gov. 
Ronald  Reagan,  have  publicly  opposed 
Proposition  6,  the  controversial  measure 
is  leading  in  current  polls. 


synonymous  with  being  for  pornogra- 
phy." 

A  counter  group  called  Citizens  for 
Workable  Laws  cites  what  it  sees  as 
serious  flaws:  the  assumption  that  the 
person  to  be  prosecuted  is  guilty  at  the 
trial;  that  someone  possessing  obscene 
material  can  be  immunized  from 
criminal  prosecution  by  turning  it  in  to 
law  enforcement  officers  and  telling  who 
else  has  copies;  and  bj)^  making  it 
unlawful  “to  provide  access  to  minors  of 
sexually  explicit  materials”  (defined  as 
“having  the  effect  of  sexual 
gratification.”) 

Opponents  say  that  in  order  to  comply, 
should  the  measure  become  law, 
libraries  would  have  to  restrict  the 
access  of  minors  to  major  portions  of 
their  collections  or  require  their 
employees  to  disobey  the  law  and  risk 
financial  and  personal  penalties. 

Present  South  Dakota  law  makes  it  a 
misdemeanor  “to  expose  minors”  to 
obscene  materials,  shows,  exhibitions, 
and  makes  it  mandatory  to  wrap  and  seal 
any  books  or  magazines  containing 
obscene  material  which  is  for  sale. 
Current  statutes  also  permit  counties 
and  municipalities  to  adopt  and  enforce 
their  own  standards  —  something  the 
Parrish  bill  would  not  allow. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  of  the  Dakotas  Area  said  in  a 
newspaper  interview  that  he  was 
“opposed  to  the  widespread  distribution 
and  availability  of  pornography  to 
minors,  and  to  the  exploitation  of  minors 
in  the  development  of  pornographic 
material,  but  I  am  equally  opposed  to .  .  . 
violation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.” 

Mr.  Dilley  is  the  administrative 
assistant  to  Bishop  Armstrong  and  editor 
of, the  Dakotas  area  edition  of  TM/UMR. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

Invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
Tour 


February  1 9-26,1 979 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the 
Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem. 
During  the  stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  --  Sea  of  Galilee.  Bethlehem. 
Nazareth,  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea.  the  River  Jordan.  Capernaum.  Mary’s 
well.  Caesarea.  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the 
reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is 
a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and 
NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled 
air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 


Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  i 
worship  service. 


special  Holy  Land 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street.  Houston,  Texas  77002 


Pornography  issue  faces 
South  Dakota  voters 
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This  emblem  is  the  symbol  of  the  1979  International  Year  of  the  Child,  designated 
by  the  United  Nations  and  honoring  children  of  all  races  and  creeds,  everywhere  in 
the  world. 

The  year-long  observance  will  find  church  groups  accelerating  their  support  for 
the  rights  of  children.  -religious  news  service  photo 

Churches  take  lead  in 
‘Year  of  Child’  kick-off 


Religious  News  Service 

Children’s  rights  are  getting 
attention  and  action  from  churches  in 
preparation  for  observing  the  United 
Nations-sponsored  International  Year 
of  the  Child  in  1979. 

The  observance  was  formally 
announced  in  1976  by  The  United 
Nations  international  Children’s 
Fund  (UNICEF)  to  commemorate  the 
20th  anniversary  of  the  UN 
Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  the  Child. 
That  document  calls,  among  other 
things,  for  “opportunities  and 
facilities”  to  help  the  child  develop 
“physically,  mentally,  morally, 
spiritually  and  socially  ...  in 
conditions  of  freedom  and  dignity.” 

In  the  United  States,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  has  taken 
the  lead  both  in  coordinating 
programs  of  its  member 
denominations  and  sponsoring 
projects  in  communities  to  promote 
child  welfare.  A  working  group  on 
“the  needs  and  rights  of  children”  has 
been  organized  within  the  NCC’s 
Division  for  Church  and  Society  to 
organize  this  work. 

The  Rev.  Eileen  W.  Lindner,  a 
United  Presbyterian  minister  with  the 
NCC,  and  James  A.  Hamilton, 
director  of  the  NCC’s  Washington 
office,  declared  in  an  article  they  co¬ 
authored  for  “Christianity  and 
Crisis”  magazine  last  year  that  “if 
there  is  to  be  a  national  policy  toward 
the  needs  and  rights  of  children  and 
youth,  we  Christians  have  something 
to  offer." 

The  NCC’s  27-month  Child  and 
Family  Justice  Project,  which  Ms. 
Lindner  is  directing,  is  designed  to 
encourage  the  development  of  public 
policies  that  support  children  and 
families.  It  has  been  given  a  $250,000 
grant  by  the  Carnegie  Corporation  of 
New  York  for  its  work,  which  is  based 
on  ideas  advocated  in  a  report  issued 
in  1977  by  the  Carnegie  Council  on 
Children. 

‘Give  parents  responsibility’ 

Entitled  "All  Our  Children:  The 
American  Family  Under  Pressure," 
the  report  contended  that  the  central 
goal  of  public  policy  on  the  family 
should  be  “to  give  parents  more 
authority  and  responsibility  in 
bringing  up  their  children.  ’  ’ 

Under  the  Child  and  Family  Justice 
Project,  NCC  staff  will  help  to 
organize  committees  in  200  communi¬ 
ties.  Each  committee  will  survey  at 
least  300  people  to  ascertain  the 
problems  of  local  children  and 
families,  launch  public-education 
campaigns  to  illustrate  the  relation¬ 
ships  of  the  problems  and  the  public 
policy,  and  aid  local  projects  that 
address  the  problems. 

International  Year  of  the  Child  was 
given  a  strong  endorsement  by  the 
late  Pope  Paul  VI  during  a  special 
audience  he  held  in  June. 

Commenting  on  problems  children 
face  in  the  modern  world,  Pope  Paul 
said  that  “despite  technological 
progress,  children  still  suffer  and  die 
from  lack  of  basic  nourishment,  or  as 
victims  of  violence  and  armed 
conflicts  that  they  do  not  even 
understand. 


“Others  are  victims  of  emotional 
neglect.  There  are  people  who  poison 
the  minds  of  the  young  by  passing  on 
to  them  prejudices  and  empty 
ideologies.  And  today,  children  are 
exploited  even  to  the  point  of  being 
used  to  satisfy  the  lowest  depravities 
of  adults.” 

Child  advocacy  projects 

Child  advocacy  projects  are  being 
started  in  several  U.S.  denominations 
to  focus  on  these  and  other  problems 
of  children  which  have  not  received 
major  attention  in  public  policy 
planning. 

In  a  study  paper  entitled  “On  Being 
a  Child,”  the  Program  Agency  Board 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
has  pointed  to  what  it  describes  as 
crises  in  “the  health-care  system 
which  discriminates  against  the 
children  of  the  poor  especially,  in  the 
education  system  whose  failure  to 
help  all  children  learn  has  led  to 
widespread  disillusionment  with 
schooling,  in  the  justice  system  whose 
critics  charge  that  juveniles  are 
denied  basic  rights  and  are  not 
rehabilitated,  and  in  the  religious 
system  whose  traditional  attention  to 
children  is  being  obscured  by  other 
preoccupations  while  other  groups 
have  become  concerned  with  value 
education  and  deliberately  ignore  the 
faith  dimension.” 

Franna  Diamond,  program 
specialist  for  the  Children’s  Defense 
Fund  of  Washington,  D.C.,  says  that 
“children  are  the  poorest  age  group  in 
our  population;  they  constitute  an 
even  larger  group  than  the  elderly 
poor.  "  Federal  government  statistics 
also  indicate  that  10  million  children 
in  the  U.S.  have  never  received  any 
medical  care,  half  the  nation’s 
children  have  never  seen  a  dentist, 
and  one  million  children  were 
physically  abused  by  their  parents  in 
1975. 

Don’t  study  them,  feed  them 

In  reporting  such  information  to  a 
recent  task  force  meeting  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  Women’s 
Division,  Ms.  Diamond  cautioned, 
“The  temptation  will  be  to  debate  the 
issues  rather  than  doing  something 
about  them.  We  know  what  children 
need.  We  don’t  need  a  study  on  hungry 
children.  We  need  to  do  something 
about  feeding  them.” 

The  United  Methodist  agency  is 
coordinating  a  variety  of  programs 
for  International  Year  of  the  Child, 
including  distribution  of  resource 
materials,  sponsorship  of  several 
regional  consultations  and  a  human 
rights  seminar  focusing  on  children, 
to  be  held  in  New  York  City  next 
February. 

International  Year  of  the  Child 
provides  an  opportunity  for  action 
from  all  groups  in  society,  but 
particularly  from  churches.  As  Alan 
Pifer,  president  of  the  Carnegie 
Corporation  of  New  York,  says, 
“Churches  continue  to  reach  deep  into 
the  lives  of  a  large  proportion  of 
families  and  children  in  communities 
across  the  nation.  They  should  have  a 
natural  interest  in  playing  a  greater 
role  in  the  development  of  public 
policies  that  affect  family  welfare.” 


Clergy  rally  for  ‘civic’  rights 

Urban  crisis  met  head-on 


YOUNGSTOWN,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  If 
America  discovered  the  civil  rights 
movement  when  the  church  adopted  a 
new  kind  of  ministry  in  Selma,  Ala.,  a 
decade  ago,  it  may  be  that  local  clergy 
launched  a  civic  rights  movement  here 
late  last  month. 

About  100  clerics,  students,  and  social 
activists  assembled  for  a  convocation  to 
learn,  sing  and  spread  the  gospel  in 
Youngstown.  At  a  worship  service  where 
the  ministers  preached  more  about 
saving  jobs  than  saving  souls,  they 
vowed  to  spread  the  message  across  the 
country. 

“I  have  the  strange  feeling  I’ve  been 
here  before,”  Rabbi  Balfour  Brickner, 
director  of  interfaith  activities  for  the 
Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations,  told  the  ecumenical 
gathering.  “The  faces  are  familiar,  the 
hymns  are  familiar,  the  hopes  are 
familiar  and  the  prayers  are  familiar. 
We  have  fought  battles  together  .  ” 

The  reference  was  to  the  protests  of  the 
'60’s  when  many  of  those  present  in 
Youngstown’s  St.  Columbia  Cathedral 
marched  for  civil  rights  in  Selma  or 
protested  against  the  Vietnam  War  in 
Washington.  As  they  sang  new  lyrics  to 
the  old  protest  songs  the  flavor  of  the 
'60's  returned. 

It  was  precisely  the  mood  that 
members  of  the  Ecumenical  Coalition  of 
the  Mahoning  Valley  (ECMV)  had  hoped 
for.  Using  Youngstown  as  a  model,  the 
coalition  is  encouraging  clergy  to 
organize  responses  to  the  urban  crisis  in 
communities  across  the  nation. 

In  November  coalition  members  will 
visit  25  cities  in  the  Midwest  and  Eastern 
U.S.  to  publicize  and  seek  support  for  the 
efforts  to  reopen  closed  portions  of 
Youngstown  Sheet  and  Tube’s  Campbell 
Works.  One  of  the  leaders  of  the  new 
movement  told  the  activists  the  new 
cause  may  be  more  imposing  than  either 

Gurus  said 
most  popular 
in  the  U.S. 

DENVER  (RNS)  —  Most  gurus  from 
India  and  other  Eastern  countries  are 
more  popular  in  the  United  States  than 
elsewhere,  according  to  Dr.  Paulos  Mar 
Gregorios,  a  Syrian  Orthodox  bishop  in 
India. 

A  commentator  of  “East  and  West  in 
the  Christian  Church,”  and  “Philosophy, 
Science,  and  Religion  Today,”  Bishop 
Gregorios  is  head  of  a  seminary  in 
Kerala,  India.  He  came  here  to  serve  as  a 
visiting  professor  at  UM-related  Iliff 
School  of  Theology. 

He  said  he  believes  cults  are  popular  in 
this  country  because  “there  is  more 
restlessness  in  advanced  cultures  like 
the  U.S.  and  Western  Europe.” 

He  senses  a  “disillusionment  in  this 
country  with  traditional  Christianity.” 

“It  hasn't  delivered  the  goods,”  he 
said.  “People  say  it’s  not  relevant  today 
for  inner  peace.  Somehow  the  churches 
aren’t  able  to  give  what  people  seek, 
though  I  believe  there  is  enough  in  the 
Christian  tradition  to  give  the  answers. ’  ’ 
Bishop  Gregorios  noted  that  theology 
his  “often  shied  away  from  questions  of 
the  inner  life”  and  concentrated  too 
much  on  social  and  economic  questions. 


the  civil  rights  or  antiwar  causes. 

"In  Youngstown  lie  the  values  of 
democracy,”  asserted  Gar  Alperovitz  in 
the  convocation's  keynote  address.  “It  is 
the  first  place  where  the  issues  of  scale 
and  history  are  being  addressed  in  a  way 
that  actually  deals  with  what’s  going 
on." 

Dr.  Alperovitz,  an  economist  who 
developed  the  coalition’s  economic 
strategy  for  reopening  parts  of  the 
Campbell  Works  under  community/ 
worker-ownership,  called  on  the  activists 
to  make  a  new  kind  of  social 
commitment.  He  urged  them  to  learn 
about  the  economic  and  political  systems 
and  to  work  for  change  within  the 
systems. 

"What  happens  in  Youngstown  may 
determine  strategies  for  the  future. 
Indeed,  life  in  the  next  decade  will  not  be 
measured  by  affluent  growth  but  by  day- 
to-day  struggle  to  keep  what  we  have,” 
he  predicted. 

That  notion  was  reinforced  by  a 
rigorous  analysis  of  Youngstown  and  its 


problems  during  the  convocation.  The 
conferees  were  alternately  awed  by  the 
power  and  energy  of  the  city’s  steel 
mills,  moved  by  steelworkers’  accounts 
of  losing  their  jobs,  enlightened  by  the 
unique  strategy  to  put  men  back  to  work, 
and  inspired  by  a  folk  song  that 
chronicled  the  effort. 

Rabbi  Brickner,  an  urbane  New  York 
Reform  rabbi,  told  the  group  the 
precedent  established  by  the  coalition  of 
200  religious  leaders  in  Youngstown  was 
not  only  proper  but  necessary.  "It  is  as 
much  an  act  of  faith  for  religious  leaders 
to  keep  people  on  their  feet  as  it  is  to  put 
them  on  their  knees,”  he  said.  “Our 
mission  is  as  basic  as  any  biblical 
message :  to  choose  life  and  live. 

“You  don’t  have  to  live  in  Youngstown 
to  live  in  Youngstown,”  he  stated. 
"People  all  over  the  country  share  your 
hope,  your  vision,  your  courage  and  your 
inspiration.  Save  Our  Valley  is  more  than 
just  a  local  effort;  it  is  an  economic 
Selma." 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James 


Thomas  of  the  Ohio  Area  has  been  a 
member  of  the  religious  coalition  since  it 
organized  to  save  the  valley. 

(Earlier  this  year  the  United  Methodist 
National  Division  deposited  $100,000  and 
the  Women’s  Division  $120,000  in  Save 
Our  Valley  accounts  in  the  Mahoning 
Valley  to  show  their  faith  in  the 
community  of  Youngstown. ) 

While  most  participants  agreed  with 
Rabbi  Brickner’s  sermon,  each  had  a 
different  reason  for  attending  the 
convocation. 

For  organizers  like  the  coalition's 
Robert  Taylor  and  David  Stone  it  was  a 
chance  to  share  a  ministry  about  people, 
politics  and  economics  with  concerned 
colleagues.  And  for  Sydney  Brown  it  was 
a  time  of  new  experiences.  Ms.  Brown, 
director  of  Union  Theological  Seminary  's 
"Project  Work”  in  New  York,  saw  her 
first  steel  mill,  ate  her  first  piroshki  and 
signed  on  to  a  new  movement.  Like 
others  at  the  convocation  she  returned  to 
her  community  to  spread  the  lessons  of 
Youngstown. 


Churches  debate  satellite 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  Circling 
thousands  of  miles  above  the  earth’s 
surface,  “stars”  monitor  millions  of  its 
inhabitants,  talk  to  them  and  listen  to 
them.  The  courses  of  these  “stars”  and 
their  messages  influence  lives  and  shape 
the  future  of  nations. 

Yet  a  few  mortals  with  power,  wealth 
and  knowledge  command  these  stars. 

For  they  are  not  the  Pole  Star  or  Mars. 
They  are  ATS-6,  Intersputnik  and 
Peacesat,  to  name  only  a  few  of  the 
communications  satellites  that  orbit  this 
planet,  beaming  messages  to  New  York 
or  Outer  Mongolia  with  equal  ease. 

On  Sept.  21-22,  approximately  75 
interested  persons,  including  15  United 
Methodists  gathered  here  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  to  learn  about  satellite 
communications.  They  also  discussed 
how  the  religious  community  might 
make  use  of  this  important  technology. 

The  consultation  agreed  that,  since  this 
was  the  first  meeting  of  its  kind,  they 
were  not  ready  to  make  policy  decisions, 
much  less  firm  plans  for  the  use  of 
satellites.  But  their  future  choices  may 
be  influenced  by  these  frequently 
repeated  ideas: 

•  Satellites  have  these  “religious" 
applications:  in-service  training  for  lay 
and  clergy  workers;  data  transfer; 
teleconferencing ;  interconnection  of 
schools  and  libraries;  off-air  radio  and 
television  program  distribution;  news 
distribution,  international  disaster 
relief,  missionary  communications; 
Christian  instruction;  and  health  care. 

•  To  continue  to  influence  society’s 
values,  churches  and  other  non-profit 
groups  must  take  an  active  part  in  the 
satellite  communications  policy  of  the 
U.S.  Government.  Public  service  by 
satellite  is  not  likely  to  come  about 
through  today’s  biggest  users,  business 
and  the  military. 

One  suggestion  was  to  encourage  a 
separate  rate  schedule  for  public  service 
time,  similar  to  the  cheaper  bulk-mail 
rates  that  non-profit  groups  now  enjoy. 

•  There  is  no  question  that  conferences 
by  satellite  are  thousands  of  dollars 
cheaper  than  in  person.  What  is  more, 
they  can  easily  connect  people  and 


An  exercise  in  trust 

BEACON,  N.Y.  —  One  of  the  trust  exercises  shown  here  in  “Euriskon,”  an 
experience  of  renewal  for  a  local  church  which  takes  its  name  from  the  Greek  word 
meaning  “discovery,”  is  that  of  being  lifted  high  by  many  hands  for  a  few  seconds. 
United  Methodist  minister  Dick  Ryley  is  spending  his  year  of  sabbatical  taking  the 
workshop  to  local  churches  in  the  New  York  conference  —  13  so  far  this  year,  he  says. 
The  five  night  themes  are  trust,  openness,  responsibility,  interdependence  and 
centrality  of  Christ. 
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‘ Dear  Deborah  ’ 


Funeral  practices  upsetting 


Dear  Deborah: 

A  number  of  years  ago  my  mother  died 
back  in  the  town  of  Iowa  where  I  was 
born  and  raised.  The  funeral  was  a 
nightmare  for  me  because  I  went  along 
with  the  practices  of  that  community 
which  are  no  longer  ones  I  believe  in. 
Now  my  father  is  very  ill  and  I  know  I 
will  soon  face  the  same  situation,  I  am 
upset  at  the  idea  of  going  through  ail  that 
again.  What  is  the  Christian  thing  to  do? 
Is  there  a  right  Christian  funeral  or  a 
wrong  one? 

I  would  like  to  have  a  private  family 
burial  and  then  have  a  memorial  service 
in  the  church  the  next  day.  This  has 
never  been  done  in  our  small  home  town 
and  I  know  tongues  will  wag.  How  does 
one  decide  such  a  matter? 

Dear  J.  B.:  J  B 

I  have  faced  a  similar  situation  and 


have  to  admit  to  my  considerable 
cowardice.  My  decision  finally  was  to 
have  a  funeral  similar  to  the  one  my 
mother  had  planned  for  my  father  and 
that  was  familiar  and  acceptable  to 
friends  and  family  back  home.  Yet  I 
realize  that  this  is  the  way  unhelpful 
funeral  practices  continue  on  and  on.  I 
wish  that  I  had  had  the  courage  to  do 
what  my  convictions  dictated.  The 
Christian  celebrates  the  life  and  the 
resurrection  of  the  deceased  person  and 
so  many  of  our  common  funeral 
practices  focus  on  the  body  rather  than 
the  spirit. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Write: 

Dear  Deborah."  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


places  that  ordinarily  could  not  reach 
one  another. 

•  Satellites  still  carry  an  aura  of 
mystery.  To  be  accepted,  they  need  to  be 
explained,  publicized,  humanized  and 
demystified.  As  one  denominational 
executive  put  it,  “Two  weeks  ago  I  was 
just  starting  to  learn  about  cable  TV; 
now  I’m  here  thinking  about  outer  space. 
And  most  people  haven’t  gotten  beyond 
fiddling  with  the  TV  dial !  ’  ’ 

•  Both  at  home  and  around  the  world,  a 
prime  issue  is  “open  skies"  or  the 
freedom  to  broadcast  anything, 
anywhere.  Americans  tend  to  see  open 
skies  in  terms  of  the  First  Amendment. 
But  several  speakers  reminded  the 
consultation  that  to  a  developing  nation, 
the  overwhelming  preponderance  of 
American  programs  is  culturally 
oppressive,  and  church  people  especially 
must  remember  the  worldwide 
character  of  their  mission. 

Perhaps,  some  suggested,  the  church 


might  want  to  take  the  lead  in  two-way 
satellite  communications. 

•  Finally,  church  people  will  need  to 
choose  their  hardware  (how  they  send) 
and  software  (what  they  send).  Some 
delegates  favored  a  satellite  owned  and 
operated  by  a  public  service  agency; 
others  wanted  inexpensive  access  to  the 
newest  and  best  equipment,  which  is 
used  by  commercial  companies. 

To  Mr.  Lucas  and  to  Dr.  William  F. 
Fore,  assistant  general  secretary  for 
communication,  National  Council  of 
Churches,  satellites  themselves  are  not 
the  main  issue.  “A  patient  doesn’t  care 
how  his  vital  signs  are  transmitted  to  the 
hospital  that  will  prescribe  treatment  for 
him, ’  ’  said  Mr.  Lucas. 

And  Dr.  Fore  concluded  the  conference 
by  saying,  “Let’s  remember  to  consider 
the  human  needs  first,  then  choose  our 
medium.  Maybe  the  telephone  is  best 
right  now.” 


Vocation:  ministry,  but 
avocation  is  clowning 


SAN  DIEGO  (RNS)  -  The 
congregation  of  Nestor  United  Methodist 
Church  knows  their  pastor  is  a  clown  but 
doesn’t  mind  at  all. 

Nestor’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Gosselin,  does  his  clowning  outside  the 
church  where,  with  restrictions 
demanded  by  good  taste,  he  figures  his 
time  is  his  own. 

In  short,  while  Mr.  Gosselin 's  vocation 

Exec  will  not 
gamble  on  ethics 

MEMPHIS  (EP)  -  Much  has  been 
written  about  the  decisions  a  president 
and  chief  executive  officer  of  a 
mammoth  corporation  must  make  that 
entail  ethics,  complete  honesty  and 
religious  feeling. 

Meet  a  man  named  L.  M.  Clymer.  He’s 
quitting  as  the  No.  2  man  of  the  Holiday 
Inns  empire.  A  matter  of  “personal  and 
religious  convictions”  was  involved  in 
his  taking  “early  retirement"  at  55.  (See 
TM/UMR  editorial,  Oct.  20.) 

Holiday  Inn’s  board  had  decided  to 
build  and  operate  a  $55  million  hotel- 
casino  in  Atlantic  City,  the  gambling 
capital  of  the  eastern  U.S.  Mr.  Clymer, 
president  and  chief  executive  officer, 
opposes  gambling  and  promptly  quit  his 
high-paying  job. 

In  a  statement  issued  by  Holiday  Inns, 
Inc.,  Mr.  Clymer  said:  “It  is  my 
overriding  regard  and  respect  for  my 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  which  has  led  me  to 
this  decision.  My  determination  to  follow 
His  leading  for  me  is  the  basis  for  this 
decision.  It  has  been  discovered  through 
prayer  and  the  study  of  His  Word  over 
many  months.  It  is  a  very  personal 
discovery  and,  as  well  as  I  presently 
understand,  it  is  His  will  for  me  alone.” 

Scripture  survives 
terror,  shipwreck 

NEW  YORK  —  Despite  the  turmoil  and 
civil  strife  raging  in  Lebanon,  and  the 
near  loss  of  the  manuscript  at  sea,  a 
modern  language  Arabic  version  of  the 
New  Testament  is  now  on  press,  the 
American  Bible  Society  reported  last 
week. 

Amidst  mortar  and  bombs  came  news 
that  the  page  proofs  and  films  for 
printing  the  Today’s  Arabic  Version  New 
Testament  were  preserved  in  an 
extraordinary  way. 

The  acting  secretary  of  the  Bible 
Society  in  Lebanon,  Mr.  Samuel 
Yeghnazar,  reported  that  he  and  several 
colleagues  braved  the  gauntlet  of  fire 
and  heavy  shelling  to  protect  the 
precious  manuscript.  Fortunately,  the 
equipment,  on  which  composition  of  the 
Testament  was  undertaken,  remained 
undamaged. 

Its  very  survival  is  being  hailed  as  a 
miracle  by  many  Christians  in  war-torn 
Lebanon.  Two  years  ago,  the  entire 
manuscript  was  feared  lost,  when  a  tiny 
ship  carrying  it  and  one  of  its  translators 
nearly  sank  off  the  Lebanese  coast. 

The  long-awaited  Arabic  New 
Testament  will  be  ready  this  year  for 
distribution  among  the  90  million 
speakers  of  this  ancient  language,  who 
live  mainly  in  North  Africa  and 
throughout  the  Middle  East. 


is  the  ministry,  his  avocation  is  clowning. 

There  are  activities  in  which  he 
alternately  strives  to  serve  Christ  on  the 
one  hand  and  to  make  people  laugh  on  the 
other. 

Mr.  Gosselin,  as  "Dolly,”  materializes 
at  parades,  picnics  and  other  church  and 
civic  functions  whenever,  you  might  say, 
the  spirit  moves  him. 

And  although  Mr.  Gosselin  says  there 
is  no  apparent  resemblance  between  his 
congregation  and  a  three-ring  circus,  he 
sees  a  certain  resemblance  between  a 
clown  and  a  minister. 

“I  think  there  is  in  the  sense  that 
humor  has  always  been  an  important 
part  of  my  preaching,  of  my  life  for  that 
matter,"  says  Mr.  Gosselin. 

“So  that  even  without  the  clowning,  I’d 
still  rely  a  lot  on  humor  to  communicate 
better  with  audiences.  It  helps  break  the 
ice  with  people .” 

Mr.  Gosselin,  who  once  took  a  course  in 
comedy  writing,  says  he  doesn’t  think 
humor  is  out  of  place  in  the  pulpit 
because  “after  all,  Jesus  was  a  man  of 
joy  as  well  as  of  sorrow  '  ’ 

He  says  that  done  in  good  taste,  pulpit 
humor  can  be  used  to  make  a  point  even 
though  religion  is  of  its  nature  a  serious 
matter. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Dear  Lord 
Bv  JO  TIIOMAS 
I  sit  and  watch  the  leaves 
fall  so  quietly  - 

Thev  have  finished  their  work 

and  gosilentlv 

Would  that  I.  in  mv  life. 

give  as  much  beauty  - 

And  please  my  Dear  Lord  with 

•Spiritual  dutv! 


Nobel  Prizewinner 

SURFSIDE,  Fla.  —  Following  his 
naming  as  the  1978  winner  of  the  Nobel 
Prize  for  Literature.  Isaac  Bashevis 
Singer  knots  a  favorite  tie. 

Minimizing  his  own  importance  in 
acknowledging  the  award,  Mr.  Singer 
cited  the  Bible  as  an  example  of  great 
literature,  saying,  “The  Bible  is  not 
obscure,  it  is  wonderfully  clear,  yet  I  am 
sure  that  when  Moses  came  down  from 
Mount  Sinai,  the  intellectuals  of  his  time 
said,  ‘For  this,  he  had  to  go  up  to  heaven? 
Couldn’t  he  have  brought  us  something 
more  profound?'  But  heaven  is  not 
interested  in  phony  statements." 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Louisiana  Board 
Of  Glo  bal  Min  is  tries 

Presents 


St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  New  Orleans 


“Advance  Specials” 


What  Are  They? 

Children,  many  of  whom  are  from  single-parent  families  whose 
mothers  or  fathers  must  work  full  time,  are  provided  for  in  day  care 
centers. 

Retired  ministers  who  have  faithfully  served  the  Lord  and  their 
congregations  are  provided  homes. 

Many  small  congregations  who  would  not  have  been  able  to  build 
churches  have  been  given  financial  help. 

Spanish-speaking  people,  some  of  whom  need  housing,  jobs,  food  and 
Christian  nurture  are  ministered  to. 

What  are  these  projects?  They  are  a  few  of  the  15  agencies  or 
community  services  across  the  state  which  the  Louisiana  Methodists  are 
officially  supporting.  For  this  reason  they  have  been  labeled  “Advance 
Specials.  ” 

All  of  the  projects  provide  a  caring  ministry  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  an  urgent  human  need  within  this  state.  These  advance  specials  have 
been  designated  priority  missional  needs  in  Louisiana.  They  provide 
opportunities  for  congregations  and  individuals  to  become  "partners  by 
choice”  by  sharing  in  these  programs  that  cross  boundaries  of  race, 
culture  and  economic  status. 

They  differ  from  “General  Advance  Specials”  in  that  they  provide  a 
service  entirely  within  our  state  and  they  are  not  of  such  massive  size  or 
uniqueness  as  to  attract  and  require  sharing  from  outside. 

Let’s  take  a  closer  look  at  these  projects  that  Louisiana  United 
Methodists,  by  vote  of  our  Annual  Conference,  have  chosen  to  support : 


DULAC  COMMUNITY  CENTER  —  In  1932  Miss  Wilhelmina  Hooper 
went  to  Dulac,  La.,  for  a  two-week  visit  and  stayed  39  years.  With  the 
support  of  her  sister.  Miss  Hooper  began  a  school  for  Indian  children.  It 
was  a  ministry  of  love  with  no  funds,  no  facilities,  no  transportation  nor 
books. 

After  public  education  was  opened  to  Indians  in  1952,  Dulac,  P.O.  Box 
100.  broadened  its  program  to  become  a  community  center.  Today, 
Indian,  black  and  white  children  can  participate  in  programs  at  the 
center. 

HUGHES  METHODIST  CENTER  -  Poverty  families  in  the  Eden  Park 
area  of  Baton  Rouge  are  being  helped  by  services  of  this  center  at  805  N. 
39th  St.  Children  are  provided  day  care  services,  recreation  after  school, 
and  day  camps.  Youths  are  participating  in  crafts  classes  and  can  gain 
job  information  and  job  placement  services. 

LOUISIANA  1000  CLUB  —  All  new  churches  started  in  the  last  25  years 
have  received  substantial  support  from  this  United  Methodist  fund¬ 
raising  organization  in  the  state.  The  project's  purpose  is  to  provide 
financial  help  to  churches  in  transition,  for  special  building  projects  of 
merit  and  for  new  churches.  Many  congregations  would  not  have  been 
able  to  build  without  the  help  and  generosity  of  the  members  of  this  group. 
Cecil  Bland,  254  College  St.,  is  director  of  this  Conference  Board  of  the 
Laity  Project. 

LAFON  HOME  —  This  ministry  for  aged  and  indigent  persons  began  in 
1867  At  the  present  time  the  Lafon  director  and  officers  are  working  to 
replace  the  home  at  4038  Buchanan  St.  which  was  condemned  by  the 
federal  government  and  torn  down  due  to  inadequate  construction. 


MACDONNELL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  SERVICES, 
INC.  —  This  agency,  at  1210  East  Main  St.  in  Houma,  serves  children 
from  broken  homes.  There  are  cottages  for  residential  care  of  30  children 
and  a  receiving  unit  that  houses  children  on  an  emergency  basis  when 
they  have  been  abandoned,  abused  or  neglected.  Family  and  marital 
counseling  is  also  provided. 

METHODIST  CHILDREN  S  HOME  -  This  Home  in  Ruston  is 
observing  its  75th  anniversary  this  year.  This  United  Methodist  child  care 
agency  has  been  providing  services  to  children  and  youth  since  its 
founding  as  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Orphanage  in  1902 
The  Home  has  gradually  evolved  from  an  orphanage  which  provided  a 
home  and  family  to  parentless  children  to  a  multi-service  child  care 
agency  providing  residential  care  to  children  unable  to  live  in  their  own 
homes  as  well  as  counseling  to  families 


Meeting  Urgent 


Human  Needs 

Within  The  State . . . 


METHODIST  HOME  HOSPITAL  -  Located  at  1815  Washington  Ave.  in 
New  Orleans,  this  facility  functions  as  a  receiving  home  to  provide 
temporary  care  for  abandoned,  abused,  needy  and  neglected  children. 

Since  the  first  child  was  admitted  on  July  16,  1973,  over  750  children 
have  been  cared  for.  The  average  stay  is  about  four  and  one-half  months, 
and  in  a  great  many  cases  they  return  home,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  caseworker  and  courts. 

NEW  ORLEANS  METROPOLITAN  MINISTRIES  -  This  organization 
at  2019  Simon  Bolivar  Ave.  in  New  Orleans  ministers  to  the  persons  in  the 
black  community.  Programs  have  been  developed  for  persons  18  through 
senior  citizen  age.  A  few  of  its  services  are:  a  crafts  program  in  the 
House  of  Detention,  Parish  Prison;  interviews  and  referral  for  persons 
seeking  employment,  and  some  medical  aid  and  housing. 

PEOPLES  UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNITY  CENTER  -  The 
purpose  of  the  Center,  2019  Simon  Bolivar  Ave.  in  New  Orleans,  is  to  build 
Christian  character  and  good  citizenship  among  all  people  of  the 
community  while  rendering  needed  social  services. 

Day  care  and  child  development  programs  are  offered  yeafr  round  as 
well  as  activities  for  teen-agers. 


RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOME,  INC.  -  In  20  years,  20  homes,  a  six- 
unit  apartment  complex  and  several  lots  have  been  built  or  acquired  for 
United  Methodist  retired  ministers  in  the  state.  The  need  for  the  future  is 
even  greater  than  the  past.  At  least  two  homes  per  year  will  be  needed  to 
provide  for  all  who  have  applied  for  a  home. 

REVOLVING  LOAN  FUND  —  These  designated  funds  are  maintained 
to  make  loans  available  to  any  church  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  on  the 
basis  of  a  set  policy.  For  example,  loans  may  be  made  to  established 
churches  in  need  of  temporary  assistance,  for  extension  needs, 
renovation,  repairs,  etc. 

SAGER  BROWN  SCHOOL  —  This  school  serves  children  from 
kindergarten  through  eighth  grade  who  live  in  the  Baldwin,  La.,  area, 
various  parts  of  the  state,  and  even  from  other  states.  The  school  seeks  to 
provide  an  atmosphere  for  students  to  grow  socially,  spiritually  and 
academically.  Some  dormitory  facilities  are  provided. 

ST.  MARK’S  COMMUNITY  CENTER  -  This  project  at  1130  N. 
Rampart  in  New  Orleans  is  an  inner-city  community  center  which 
provides  training  and  recreation  in  a  Christian  atmosphere.  Over  3,000 
people  each  year  participate  in  one  of  the  center's  activities. 

• '  •  < 

SHREVEPORT  METROPOLITAN  MINISTRIES  -  The  purpose  of  this 
inner-city  ministry  is  to  promote  a  better  understanding  among  all 
persons  in  the  community,  to  raise  cultural  standards  and  to  encourage 
individuals  and  to  engage  in  special  ministry. 

The  center,  P.O.  Box  112,  Shreveport,  provides  day  care  and 
neighborhood  centers,  recreation  and  sports,  work  camps,  etc. 


SPANISH  WORK  -  This  ministry  at  1818  Chestnut  St.,  New  Orleans, 
was  begun  for  refugees  from  Cuba.  Spanish-speaking  persons  in  general 
are  served  at  this  time.  Other  Latins  are  encouraged  to  attend  church, 
church  school,  English  classes,  etc. 


“Second  Mile  Giving” 


If  you  would  like  to  support  one  or  all  of  these 
projects  with  second-mile  giving,  send 
contributions  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
treasurer,  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.,  P.O. 
Box  4303,  Shreveport,  71104. 


Louisiana  1000 Club,  Aldersgate  U.M  Church 
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George  B.  Woodward,  left  presents  Mrs.  Eugie  Passera 
with  a  bouquet.  Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor  at  right. 


For  The  Love  Of  Eugie 


Bishop  Shamblin  Calls 
Special  Jan.  Session 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  has 
called  a  Special  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  for  Jan.  10, 
Wednesday,  1979  at  11  a  m.  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  head 
of  Texas  Street,  Shreveport. 

This  meeting  is  being  called  “for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  need 
for  a  more  adequate  pension  system  and  program  for  the  support  of 
the  retired  ministers  of  this  Conference  and  their  dependents  and  to 
create  such  plans  and  programs  as  are  deemed  necessary  to  enlist  the 
cooperation  of  all  of  the  churches  of  this  Conference  and  their 
members,  in  order  to  develop  a  permanent  and  adequate  pension 
system,”  according  to  Bishop  Shamblin. 


Ethnic  Minority  Church 

What’s  Being  Planned 


4  4 We  love  you  Eugie !  ’  ’ 

That  was  the  message  the 
congregation  at  Carrollton  United 
Methodist  Church  wanted  to  convey  to 
Eugie  Passera  Oct.  15  when  they 
dedicated  the  Sunday  as  “We  Love  Eugie 
Day”  in  honor  of  the  church  organist. 

Eugie  remembers  she  began  serving 
as  the  church’s  organist  some  50  years 
ago.  She  was  working  her  way  through 
college,  studying  music  at  New  Orleans’ 
Loyola  University. 

“I  was  rotten.  I  made  every  mistake 
possible,  sometimes  playing  the  wrong 
music.  But  the  people  here  were  always 
so  good  to  me.  I  needed  them.  I  thought  I 
would  never  leave  them,”  Eugie  said. 

She  isn’t  retiring,  nor  is  she  moving 


Pastor  W.  Dwight  Ramsey  said,  "We 
love  her  and  wanted  to  tell  her  and  show 
her  how  much  on  ‘We  Love  Eugie  Day.’ 
She  has  been  a  competent  and  inspiring 
organist  through  the  years,  faithful  in 
her  attendance  and  dedication  to  our 
church.” 

On  her  special  day  she  was  honored 
with  a  reception  and  presented  with  a 
bouquet  of  roses,  a  combination  gold  pin- 
necklace,  a  basket  containing  hundreds 
of  notes  and  letters  and  a  large  poster 
autographed  by  church  members. 

A  native  of  Louisiana  and  life-long 
resident  of  New  Orleans,  she  served  as  a 
piano  teacher  at  Loyola  University  until 
the  past  several  years. 

She  still  accompanies  the  Opera 


By  DIANE  KAPLAN 
Archivist 

November  marks  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church. 

In  November,  1828,  reformers  who 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  episcopacy 
and  the  lack  of  lay  representation  in  the 
conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  assembled  in  Baltimore  in  a 
General  Convention  and  there 
established  a  committee  to  draft  a 
constitution  and  Discipline. 

Two  years  later  the  General 
Convention  agreed  upon  the  title  of 
Methodist  Protestant  Church. 

A  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  was 
organized  in  1846.  In  its  history  this 
conference  included  parts  of  Texas  and 
Arkansas  as  well  as  Louisiana.  Though 
never  as  strong  as  the  predominant 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  South 
Louisiana  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  was,  nevertheless,  an  important 
force  in  the  development  of  Louisiana 
Methodism. 

In  1939  at  the  time  of  merger  to  form 
the  Methodist  Church,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  had  48  preachers,  30  pastoral 
charges,  44  churches  and  about  3,500 
members. 

Persons  interested  in  doing  research 
on  the  Conference  can  find  more 
information  in  the  Conference  Archives. 

About  the  Archives 

The  Conference  Archives,  located  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  has 
only  recently  received  a  significant 
donation  of  Methodist  Protestant 
materials. 

Annie  Strozier  of  Ruston  presented  the 
Archives  with  21  copies  of  printed 
Louisiana  Conference,  Methodist 
Protestant  Journals  dating  from  1916- 
1938. 

These  journals  were  from  the  library 
of  Mrs.  Strozier’s  husband,  the  late  Rev. 
James  R.  Strozier,  and  were  given  to  the 


Archives  in  his  memory. 

Rev.  Strozier  had  been  admitted  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  in  1917  and  had  served 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and 
later  the  Methodist  Church  until  his 
retirement  in  1956. 

The  Archives  is  most  grateful  to  Mrs. 
Strozier  and  to  her  family  for  their  help 
in  preserving  these  most  valuable  rec¬ 
ords. 

The  archives  is  interested  in  securing 
more  information  about  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  Methodist  Protestant 
Church. 

We  would  like  to  locate  more  journals 
of  the  Conference,  especially  those  prior 
to  1916. 

We  have  no  copies  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  "Discipline”  and  feel  that  a 
set  would  help  our  researchers.  We 
would  also  like  to  find  records  of 
Methodist  Protestant  charges  and 
churches,  and  the  papers  of  the 
Conference’s  committees,  officers  and 
preachers. 

Newspapers  published  by  the  Church 
and  the  Conference  would  also  be 
valuable  sources.  The  Archives  staff 
hopes  that  persons  having  this  kind  of 
material  or  who  know  where  it  can  be 
located  will  come  forward  with  the 
information  during  the  coming  month. 

Please  write  Diane  Kaplan,  archivist, 
Cline  Room,  Magale  Library,  Centenary 
College  of  Louisiana,  Shreveport,  La., 
71104.  Or  call  her  at  318-869-5202  if  you 
have  any  questions. 

Centenary  College  established  the 
Cline  Room  in  order  to  collect,  preserve 
and  make  available  to  researchers  rare 
books  and  manuscripts  relating  to  the 
founding  and  furtherance  of  Centenary 
College,  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana,  and  the  history  of  North 
Louisiana. 

It  is  supported  by  funds  from  the 
College  and  the  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
donations. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Committee 
on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  is 
planning  the  following  programs  for  the 
rest  of  this  year,  1979  and  1980. 

Ethnic  Minority  Convocation  on  the 
Ministry  —  The  purpose  of  this  Nov.  4, 
Saturday,  event  to  be  held  at  the  First 
UMC  in  Alexandria,  is  to  focus  on 
ministerial  leadership  and  recruitment 
in  the  Local  Church. 

Scholarship  Program  —  This  scholar¬ 
ship,  given  by  Aldersgate  UMC  of 
the  New  Orleans-Slidell  District,  is  to 
provide  $1,000  per  year  for  ethnic 
minority  students  of  Louisiana  who  wish 
to  attend  seminary.  The  church  is 
designating  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
in  Kansas  City  to  be  the  recipient  of  the 
funds.  This  scholarship  is  presently 
available. 

Christian  Education  —  On  April  28, 
Saturday,  at  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  a  conference  workshop  on 
Christian  education  in  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Church  will  be  held  to  train 


pastors  and  lay  leaders  in  key  positions 
in  the  local  church. 

Conference  Wide  Program  —  In  the 
Fall  of  1979  a  conference  program  of  lay 
training  and  leadership  development  in 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Churches  in 
the  state  will  be  planned. 

Conference  Seminar  on  Ministerial 
Education  and  Recruitment  —  This 
event,  to  take  place  in  the  fall  of  1980  in 
New  Orleans,  will  be  to  train  ethnic 
minority  ministers  and  key  lay  persons 
in  Louisiana  to  develop  an  effective 
educational  recruitment  program  in 
their  churches. 

Recommendations  For  New  Sites  For 
Ethnic  Minority  Churches  In  Louisiana 
—  The  committee  suggests  new  sites 
could  be  at  South  Monroe  Area  in  the 
Monroe  District;  Baton  Rouge,  in  th£ 
Hammond  District;  and  in  the  Lqpe 
Charles  District. 

Rev.  George  W.C.  Calvin  is  conference 
chairman  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Committee. 


from  New  Orleans. 
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Company  at  the  school. 

Official  publication  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana  Conference. 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop 
Ray  Branton  Editor 
Linda  Lockwood,  News  Editor 


Around  The  Conference 


Youth  Convocation  9 78  To  Include  Artists  And  A  Goat 


ALEXANDRIA  —  Junior  and  senior 
high  youths  from  across  the 
Conference  will  gather  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria 
Saturday,  Nov.  11,  from  9:30  a.m.  till 
5  p.m. 

The  purpose  of  this  gathering  will 
be  "Youth  Convocation  ’78.”  The 
theme  this  year  is  “Faiith  and  the 
Arts.”  Practicing  artists  will  share 
their  art  and  explain  how  it  expresses 
their  faith. 

Youths  will  be  challenged  to  begin 
to  see  the  possibilities  of  how  they, 
their  youth  groups,  and  churches  can 
begin  to  express  their  faith  through 
artistic  mediums. 

The  mediums  of  dance,  banners, 
multi-media,  drama  and  music  will  be 
featured  during  the  day. 

Howard  Hanger,  nationally 
acclaimed  jazz  musician  and  Tom 
Nankervis,  multi-media  wizard,  are 
only  two  of  the  top-notch  leaders  who 
will  assist  with  this  event. 

The  Centenary  Colleg-e  School  of 
Church  Careers  will  lead  this  event. 

Also,  a  new  award  will  be  presented 
to  the  district  “which  by  its 
conspicuously  low  attendance  at  a 
Conference  event  so  merits  this 
honor.”  This  “Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Golden  Goat  Award”  will 
be  passed  on  at  each  Conference 
youth  event  in  the  futiire. 

Registration  for  this  event  begins  at 
9:30  a.m.  There  will  be  a  registration 
fee  of  $5,  which  covers  lunch.  Each 
pastor  has  received  a  poster  and 
registration  information. 

In  Memoriam 

ALEXANDRIA  -  Mrs.  W.L.  Doss 
Jr.,  the  wife  of  the  late  Dr.  W.L.  Doss 
Jr.,  minister  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  died  Oct.  18  at 
Alexandria. 


David  Crawford 


First  Sermon 

MONROE  —  David  Crawford, 
preached  his  first  sermon  recently  at 
the  Southside  UMC.  He  is  the  14th 
person  from  the  church  to  go  into  the 
ministry. 

Crawford,  married  to  the  former 
Beth  Sanson,  is  planning  to  begin  his 
studies  for  the  ministry  in  the  near 
future. 

Laity  Day 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  On  Sunday,  Oct. 
8,  St.  Matthews  UMC  observed  a  dual 
activity  day. 

Lawrence  Martin  Sr.,  charge 
delegate  to  annual  conference, 
delivered  an  informative  message 
during  the  morning  service  in 
observance  of  Laity  Day. 

The  Junior  Ushers  were  recently 
organized  and  served  in  their  new  fall 
uniforms  —  brown  and  gold. 

Officers  of  the  Junior  Ushers  are: 


Claudine  Gilson,  president;  Mark 
Tucker,  vice  president;  Vyanca 
Butler,  recording  secretary;  Joseph 
Medice,  financial  secretary;  Carla 
Gilson,  treasurer;  and  Isaac  Butler, 
chaplain. 

Over  1  OO  Came 

SLIDELL  -  The  Aldersgate  UMC 
fall  school  of  Christian  Growth  was 
held  Sept.  24.  It  was  sponsored  by  the 
local  Council  on  Ministries. 

Courses  offered  included  the 
Wesleyan  Heritage  Study,  Parent 
Effectiveness  Classes,  Experiments  in 
Faith  Jogging  and  Bible  studies. 

Over  100  people  signed  up  for  the  10 
courses. 

Layman ’s  Day 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Algiers  UMC 
recently  held  its  annual  Layman's 
Day  Service  with  Robert  Taylor,  lay 
leader,  presiding  over  the  service. 
Greg  Hughes  and  Mrs.  Carolyn 
McNema  assisted. 

Bill  Brown  delivered  the  message: 

4  ‘The  Armor  of  God.  ’  ’ 

Rev.  Carey  A.  Martin  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

Happenings 
At  St.  James 

NEW  IBERIA  -  St.  James  UMC 
celebrated  Annual  Women’s  Day  on 
Sunday,  Sept.  17.  The  theme  of  the 
event  was  “You  are  my  Witnesses.” 

Mrs.  Harriet  M.  Hill,  from  Mount 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  spoke. 

Also,  Laity  Day  was  recently 
observed  with  Mrs.  Mattye  L.  Stinson, 
lay  speaker,  in  charge. 

Family  Night  was  held  on  Oct.  12  at 
7  p.m.  with  a  song  service  and  a 
covered  dish  supper.  Rev.  E.D.  Smith 
is  pastor. 


Creative  Worship  Workshop  At  Centenary  College 


The  Church  Careers  Program  of 
Centenary  College  is  sponsoring  a 
workshop  on  creative  worship  Nov.  13 
and  14,  featuring  Howard  Hanger. 

The  workshop  will  bej*in  at  10  a.m. 
on  Monday  morning  and  conclude  at 
3:30  p.m.  on  Tuesday.  The 
registration  fee  is  $10  per  person. 

Participants  may  elect  to  eat  meals 
in  the  college  cafeteria  at  guest  rates, 
and  limited  housing  is  available  in 
dormitories  for  those  whio  request  it. 

Howard  Hanger  if5  a  United 
Methodist  minister  (South  Dakota 
Conference)  who  is  particularly  gifted 
in  the  area  of  creative  worship.  He 


received  his  musical  training 
privately  and  at  Florida  State 
University  Conservatory  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  under  Gerson 
Yessin.  He  graduated  from  Emory 
University  (B.A.)  in  Atlanta  and 
Candler  School  of  Theology  (B.D.). 

For  the  past  12  years  he  has 
traveled  extensively  with  a  group 
known  as  "The  Howard  Hanger 
Trio,"  now  named  “The  Howard 
Hanger  Jazz  Fantasy.”  The  Jazz 
Fantasy  was  featured  in  1973  on  five 
ABC  news  specials  and  is  currently 
scheduled  to  do  a  one  hour 
documentary  for  national  public 


television. 

Howard  will  conclude  his  visit  to 
Centenary  with  a  concert  featuring 
the  entire  Jazz  Fantasy  on  the 
evening  of  Nov.  15  at  8  p.m.  in  the 
Gold  Dome. 

Persons  interested  in  attending  the 
workshop  may  write  to: 

The  Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers 

Centenary  College 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104 

Pastors  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  receive  a  brochure  describing  the 
event  and  including  a  registration 
form. 


Dr.  Leon  Netterville 

Laity  Day  Observed 

BATON  ROUGE  —  Laity  Day  was 
observed  at  Camphor  Memorial  UMC 
on  Sunday,  Oct.  8.  The  theme  of  the 
program  was  “God’s  People:  Called 
to  Serve.” 

Dr.  G.  Leon  Netterville,  former 
president  of  Southern  University  and 
member  of  Wesley  Methodist  of  Baton 
Rouge,  spoke. 

“To  serve  people,"  he  said,  “one 
must  be  humble  and  have  the 
knowledge  that  the  people  you  serve 
are  not  always  thankful. " 

Lay  speakers  participating  in  the 
service  were  Acie  J.  Belton,  presiding. 
Dr.  Thelma  Cobb,  Mrs.  Mable 
Rowley,  Elizabeth  Thomas  and  Mrs. 
MaeE.  Calvin. 

Rev.  George  W.  Calvin  is  pastor. 

Changing  Life  Styles 

SLIDELL  —  As  part  of  the 
Missional  Priority  on  Hunger,  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  has 
set  up  workshops  in  every  jurisdiction 
on  reassessment  of  life  styles. 

One  of  two  workshops  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  will  be  held  at 
First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  Nov.  30- 
Dec.  2.  There  will  be  eight  to  10 
participants  from  each  Annual 
Conference. 

The  48  hours  experience  will 
introduce  participants  to  the 
experience  of  a  covenant  group  that 
seriously  explores  our  life  style  in 
consumption,  conservation,  recre¬ 
ation  and  giving.  Persons  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  workshop  will  be  available 
as  a  research  team  to  help  develop 
covenant  groups  in  local  churches. 

Participants  will  be  responsible  for 
their  own  transportation  and  housing. 


Persons  interested  should  send  a 
letter  of  application  to  Rev.  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  433  Erlanger  St.,  Slidell, 
70458.  Deadline  for  registration  is 
Nov.  10. 

Laity  Day  Observed 

HODGE  —  Laity  Day  was  observed 
Oct.  8  at  Hodge  UMC  with  Dr.  Arnold 
Kilpatrick,  retired  president  of 
Northwestern  State  University, 
serving  as  lay  speaker.  Also  on  the 
program  were  Richard  Lann  and  B.E. 
Hathaway  Sr. 

Rev.  Tim  Lawson  has  been 
transferred  to  Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
in  New  Orleans  as  associate  pastor 
and  Rev.  Tilman  Brown,  retired 
minister,  will  be  serving  as  Interim 
Pastor  until  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Doug 
Foreman  in  mid  December. 

Rev.  James  Hodges  of  Minden  and 
Rev.  Joe  Robinson  of  West  Monroe, 
both  retired  ministers,  will  assist  Rev. 
Brown  by  filling  the  pulpit  for  four 
Sundays  each. 


Alive  And  Well 

The  Little  Creek  UMC  celebrated 
125  years  of  ministry  with 
homecoming  activities  Oct.  8.  Now  in 
its  3rd  building  since  1853,  the  Little 
Creek  Church  is  still  alive  and  well. 

Over  135  persons  attended  the  11 
a.m.  worship  service  and  over  215 
persons,  which  included  guests  from 
area  churches,  were  served  the  noon 
meal. 

The  host  pastor,  Rev.  Bob  Burgess, 
delivered  the  homecoming  message 
and  the  church’s  youth  choir  sang. 

Celebrating  A  rts 

MONROE  —  In  recognition  of  the 
traditional  relationship  of  Religion 
and  the  Arts  a  “Celebration  of  Arts" 
is  planned  at  St.  Pauls  UMC  Nov.  12- 
19.  Photographic  displays,  art  shows, 
music  and  a  youth  drama  are  some  of 
the  activities  planned  for  the  week. 
This  is  the  second  year  St.  Paul’s  has 
celebrated  the  arts  as  an  expression 
of  God’s  gift  of  life  and  creation. 


Pony  Express  Rides 


Members  of  St.  Stephens  UMC  in  Bossier  City  are 
preparing  for  their  third  annual  Pony  Express  “run”  to  begin 
at  1  p.m.  Sunday,  Nov.  5,  and  to  end  at  6  p.m.,  when  the 
estimate  of  giving  cards  filled  in  by  families  visited  by  route 
riders  will  be  totaled.  The  Rev.  Larry  Robertson,  pastor, 
(center)  said  each  member  is  asked  simply  to  estimate  the 
amount  he  or  she  will  be  able  to  give  the  church  during  the 
coming  year.  It’s  an  exciting  and  fun  stewardship  cam¬ 
paign,  he  said.  Helping  plan  the  event  is  (left)  Charles 
McDermott,  the  church's  finance  chairman,  and  (right)  Tom 
C.  Carson,  general  manager  of  the  Pony  Express.  Carson’s 
daughter,  Sarah,  is  also  pictured. 
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Voting  is  a  valuable  witness 
for  the  Christian  community 

This  coming  Tuesday,  elections  will  be  Christian  influence  is  manifold.  Yet 
held  across  the  nation  to  select  a  variety  national  pollsters  predict  that  less  than  a 
of  state  and  local  officials  and  to  decide  third  of  the  qualified  registered  voters  in 
or  influence  numerous  issues  facing  our  the  country  will  bother  to  go  to  the  polls 
society.  and  vote  in  this  non-Presidential  election 

Depending  on  where  they  live,  voters  year, 
will  be  called  upon  to  elect  governors.  We  believe  that  as  Christians  each  of 
senators,  mayors  and  a  broad  range  of  us  has  a  responsibility  to  bear  witness  in 
other  civil  officials.  They  also  will  be  the  world.  An  important  part  of  that 
asked  to  make  decisions  on  “proposi-  witness  is  participation  in  and  the 
tions"  and  “referendums”  dealing  with  influencing  of  the  process  by  which  our 
such  issues  as  legalized  gambling,  homo-  society  is  governed, 
sexual  rights,  and  tax  reform.  We  urge  all  United  Methodists  who  are 

The  importance  of  the  Nov.  7  election  is  eligible  to  vote  to  do  so  in  the  election 
unquestionable.  The  opportunity  for  Tuesday. 

Let’s  give  freely,  but  not  gullibly 


With  Christmas  less  than  two  months 
away,  the  mails  are  already  full  of 
appeals  for  contributions  to  a  wide 
variety  of  charities.  Fund-raisers  are 
shrewdly  aware  that  the  mood  of  society 
during  the  Christmas  season  holds 
unique  opportunities  for  persons 
soliciting  donations. 

While  we  are  pleased  that  this  unique 
spirit  of  giving  is  so  much  a  part  of  the 
holidays  and  hope  United  Methodists  and 
others  will  take  part  in  thoughtful 
contributions  to  charities  both  inside  and 
outside  the  church,  we  also  hope  a  degree 
of  caution  will  be  a  part  of  that  giving. 

Just  as  not  giving  generously  to  the 
needs  of  others  is  not  responsible 
stewardship  of  our  financial  resources, 
giving  carelessly  and  without  proper 
knowledge  of  that  to  which  we  give  is 
likewise  irresponsible. 

We  hope  most  United  Methodist  giving 
in  the  coming  season  will  be  in  support  of 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  editions 

TM/UMR  welcomes  three  new  local 
church  editions  this  week. 

With  this  issue,  about  160  subscriber- 
families  at  Fairhaven  UMC  in 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland  (Baltimore 
Annual  Conference)  begin  receiving  a 
local  church  edition  of  TM/UMR.  We 
also  greet  about  540  subscriber-families 
at  Mountain  View  UMC  in  Boulder. 
Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference),  who  began  receiving  their 
local  church  edition  with  the  Oct.  27 
issue,  and  about  275  subscriber-families 
at  Christ  UMC  in  Lexington,  Kentucky 
(Kentucky  Annual  Conference),  who 
began  receiving  their  local  church 
edition  with  the  Sept.  15  issue. 

To  these  new  subscribers  we  say: 
“Welcome.’’  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  newspaper  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

*  And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  nation  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  TM  (The  Texas 
Methodist)  or  UMR  (The  United 
Methodist  Reporter ) .  ” 


some  of  the  many  worthwhile  and  proven 
causes  and  programs  within  our  own 
denomination  —  mission  Advance 
Specials,  institutions  such  as  children’s 
homes  and  local  church  outreach 
projects.  We  also  hope  that  giving  to  less- 
known  charities  will  be  done  with 
generosity  but  not  gullibility.  We  urge 
United  Methodists  to  consider  some  of 
the  following  when  approached  by  mail 
or  in  person  for  a  contribution: 

•  How  ethical  is  the  fundraising 
method?  Much  can  be  discovered  about 
the  worth  of  the  charity  by  the  way  it 
attempts  to  raise  money.  Be  suspicious 
of  fundraising  attempts  which  dwell 
exclusively  on  emotional  appeals  without 
providing  hard  facts  about  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  program  for  which  funds  are 
sought.  When  solicited  by  telephone,  ask 
for  full  written  information  through  the 
mail  before  making  contributions. 

Be  suspicious  of  charities  which  send 
"gifts”  which  you  have  not  ordered  with 
the  implication  that  you  ought  to  send  a 
donation  in  return.  This  method  of 
fundraising  is  intended  to  appeal  to  your 
sense  of  guilt  about  receiving  a  gift  and 
not  paying  for  it.  In  general,  contribu¬ 
tions  to  such  charities  are  an  inef¬ 
ficient  way  of  giving,  since  as  much  as  90 
cents  out  of  every  dollar  must  go  to  keep¬ 
ing  the  gimmicks  going.  Actually,  no 
acknowledgement  needs  to  be  made  and 
the  “gift”  need  not  be  returned. 

•  What  do  you  know  about  the 
organization  and  its  purpose?  The  word 
“Christian”  in  the  title  of  an  organization 
does  not  guarantee  it  is  a  worthwhile 
cause.  Do  not  contribute  to  organizations 
with  which  you  are  not  familiar  unless 
adequate  and  satisfactory  information 
about  the  organization  and  its  board  of 
directors  is  made  available  to  you.  If  you 
have  serious  reservations,  ask  the 
organization  for  a  copy  of  its  annual 
report  and  financial  audit  by  a  reputable 
outside  accounting  firm. 

Americans  contribute  more  than  $60 
million  each  year  to  charities.  Much  of 
this  money  unfortunately  goes  down  the 
drain  to  so-called  charities  which  have 
slick  promotions  but  little  actual  effect 
on  the  causes  they  represent. 

We  hope  United  Methodists  will  plan 
ahead  and  be  wise  givers  this  Christmas. 


My  Witness 

We  must  learn  to  submit 


our  will  to  that  of  God 


By  ROYCE  F.  BULLOCK  SR. 

In  my  Bible  classes  it  is  quite  often  that 
someone  comes  up  with  the  statement 
that  they  do  not  know  how  a  just  and 
righteous  God  would  allow  anyone  of  His 
creation  to  perish  or  go  to  hell.  “Why 
would  a  God  of  love  allow  anyone  to 
perish,”  they  ask.  “In  the  end,  won't 
everyone  be  saved?  ’  ’ 

The  answer  to  this  is  quite  clear  and 
simple.  We  are  told  in  the  scriptures  that 
we  were  created  in  God’s  own  likeness  — 
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that  we  were  created  with  our  own  will 
like  that  of  God’s.  We  have  complete 
freedom  of  choice.  This  is  one  of  the  laws 
of  God’s  creation  and  was  ordained  at  the 
time  of  man’s  creation.  It  was  of  their 
free  choice  that  Adam  and  Eve  ate  of  the 
forbidden  fruit.  Their  disobedience  to 
God’s  law  was  the  cause  of  their  removal 
from  the  Garden  of  Eden.  Their 
disobedience  also  led  to  the  decree  that 
man  must  endure  physical  death  and 
that  woman  would  suffer  greatly  in 
childbirth.  So  it  is  that  God  will  not,  or 
rather  cannot,  grant  His  salvation  to 
anyone  against  their  own  will.  For  Him 
to  do  so  would  be  for  Him  to  violate  His 
own  law.  This  God  will  not  do. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  Christian 
Dispensation,  the  only  way  for  anyone  to 
receive  God’s  salvation  with  eternal  life 
is  to  submit  their  own  will  to  that  of 
God’s.  That  is  to  come  to  Him  by 
repentence  by  the  way  of  the  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ,  His  Son.  While  Jesus 
Himself  was  without  sin,  yet  He  took 
upon  Himself  the  sins  of  the  entire 
human  race  for  all  generations  to  come. 
For  the  atonement  of  sinful  man,  He  was 
hanged  upon  the  cross.  He  suffered,  bled, 
and  died  and  went  into  hell  for  our  sins. 
He  arose  again  and  is  now  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  His  Father;  there  He  is  one 
member  of  the  Trinity  —  God,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit.  God  has  always 
required  the  shedding  of  blood  for  the 
redemption  of  man  from  his  sins.  Before 
the  resurrection  of  Christ,  God  always 
required  the  sacrifice  of  an  animal  or  a 
fowl  for  the  recompence  for  sin. 

God  gives  His  love  freely  to  all  and  will 
pursue  and  attempt  to  win  all  who  will 
accept  His  will  and  receive  the  promise 
of  eternal  life.  But  only  will  He  do  it  so 
long,  for  there  will  come  a  time  when  He 
will  no  longer  strive  for  one's  will,  when 
an  individual  continually  refuses  to 
accept  Him  as  God  and  Master.  A  person 
does  not  have  to  openly  oppose  or 
denounce  God.  He  only  has  to  neglect  or 
refuse  to  submit  his  will  to  that  of  God’s. 
God  does  not  condemn  anyone.  We 
condemn  ourselves  when  we  refuse  to 
submit  our  wills  to  Him  and  ask  for  His 
guidance. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Royce  F. 
Bullock,  is  a  retired  member  of  the  staff 
of  Highland  Park  UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas. 
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How  does  one  deal 
with  death? 


How  does  one  deal  with  death? 

Some  people  felt  I  did  not  cry 
enough  at  the  memorial  service  and 
other  events  which  surrounded  my 
father’s  death.  Some  were  afraid  (for 
me)  that  I  was  “holding  back,”  trying 
to  be  strong.  Sad,  difficult  situations 
for  me  are  something  one  “grits  one’s 
teeth”  over  and  deals  with  until  the 
situation  is  resolved  or  reduced  to 
manageable  proportions.  I  learned 
this,  I  believe,  from  my  dad  and 
mother. 

Tears  for  me  are  most  often  shed 
over  beautiful,  positive  events  or 
experiences  with  people.  Tears  welled 
up  when  I  saw  people  being  their  best 
during  the  days  preceding  Dad’s 
memorial  service;  when  I  saw  my 
mother  receiving  an  outpouring  of 
sensitive,  generous  expressions  of 
kindness,  devotion  and  love;  when  I 
saw  my  oldest  daughter  unobtrusively 
at  her  grandmother’s  side,  providing 
support,  not  just  with  words,  but 
always  there;  when  another  daughter 
flew  back  from  school  after  only  one 
day  of  classes  because  she  had  to  be 
with  grandma  and  her  family;  when 
still  another  of  my  children  wrote  for 


me  the  most  moving  poem,  not 
sentimental,  but  a  profound  ex 
pression  of  our  humanity  and  faith; 
when  my  youngest  daughter, 
obviously  struggling  with  a  flood  of 
emotion,  took  a  rose  to  the  cemetery 
to  place  on  grandpa’s  grave;  when  my 
husband  —  I  cannot  describe  my 
feelings  for  him  —  was  there. 

When  I  realized  that  I  am  truly 
comfortable  in  the  belief  that  my 
father  is  at  peace  and  better  off  than 
he  ever  was  in  this  life  and  when 
family  and  friends  united  in  a 
triumphant  memorial  service,  an 
expression  of  the  finest  in  our  heritage 
—  then  the  tears  came. 

I  do  not  weep  for  the  dead,  but  when 
during  those  days  between  my 
father’s  death  and  the  services  to 
honor  him  I  saw  us  as  we  can  be,  with 
all  of  our  humanity,  yet  with  our  god¬ 
like  qualities  showing  forth, 
abundantly,  I  cried  .  .  . 

As  I  am  crying  now  as  I  write 
this  .  .  . 

Beverly  Brown  Boche 

Ms.  Boche  is  editor  of  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference  ^edition  of 
TM/UMR. 
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Here  I  Stan  d 

Religious  revival 
spawns  new  mission 


By  THOMAS  W.  BURKMAN 


volunteer  movement  sent  its  largest 


Predictions  of  a  resurgence  of  religious  contingents  abroad  in  1920  and  1921 
fervor  in  the  United  States  have  made  amidst  the  religious  optimism  and 
headlines  in  recent  months.  If  history  expansion  of  the  post-World  War  I  era. 
repeats  itself  —  and  it  usually  does  —  this  Another  period  of  American  religious 
revival  will  be  accompanied  by  a  revival,  the  decade  following  the  Second 
renewed  assertion  of  the  American  World  War,  saw  an  unprecedented 


missionary  impulse. 


outflow  of  missionary  zeal  to  such  places 


George  Gallup  projects  a  strong  as  Japan, 
upward  trend  in  religious  interest  Past  upsurges  in  missional  activity 
centered  in  young  people  and  have  taken  place  when  the  world  position 
characterized  by  evangelicalism,  of  the  United  States  as  a  commercial  and 
"Time”  magazine  asserts  that  "the  military  power  was  on  the  rise.  The 
Bible  Belt  is  in  fact  bursting  the  bonds  of  coincidence  of  evangelism  and  Americart 
geography  and  seems  on  the  verge  of  expansionism  has  led  secular  historians 
becoming  a  national  state  of  mind.”  to  paint  the  missionary  movement  as  a 
Respected  church,  historian  Dr.  Martin  cultural  sideline  of  American  empire. 
E.  Marty  agrees,  calling  the  born-again  Unique  features  of  the  current  religious 
movement  the  strongest  thrust  in  revival  give  cause  for  hope  that  its 
American  religious  history,  one  which  missionary  manifestation  will  be  less 


“is  not  going  to  go  away.  ’ 
Religious  renewal 
phenomenon  in  the 


tainted  by  imperial  associations.  The 
a  recurring  revival  is  taking  place  in  the  post- 
American  Vietnam  era  when  confidence 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Is  there  6pew  brainwashing’? 


To  the  Editor: 

Are  we  cave-dwellers  of  the  pews  now 
to  be  subjected  to  a  new  kind  of 
demagogic  brain-washing  by  hearing 
Marxism  praised,  while  communism  is 
defined  as  something  else?  I  refer  to 
Rev.  Michael  McIntyre’s  surprising 
statement  that  linking  Marxist  thought 
with  communism  and  atheism  is  poor 
logic  (TM/UMR,  October  13).  Since  Karl 
Marx  was  co-author  of  the  “Communist 
Manifesto,  ’  with  anti-religion  one  of  its 
tenets,  Mr.  McIntyre’s  startling 
discovery  must  be  making  him  turn  over 
in  his  grave. 

Since  Marxism  is  a  theory,  and  it  is 
hard  to  know  how  the  Women's  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
theorizes,  their  defense  of  every  Marxist 
regime  during  the  last  20  years  speaks 
for  itself.  We  have  heard  much  of  U.S. 
and  South  Vietnam  horrors,  Rhodesian, 
South  African  and  South  Korean 
injustices,  even  Taiwanean  graft,  but 
have  they  ever  deplored  North  Korean 
oppression,  the  present  bloody  slaughter 
in  Cambodia,  the  Chinese  purges,  or  even 
the  Castro  paradise?  And  now  they  back 
the  slaughter  by  the  Russian-supported 
terrorists  in  Rhodesia. 

A  theological  liberal  all  my  life,  lam 
not  touting  more  than  a  respectful 
consideration  of  the  “Good  News” 
demands  for  fundamentalist  literature  in 
our  churches,  with  lay  participation  in 
decision-making.  But  I  do  think  the 
article  “Our  Washington  Connection”  in 
the  July-August  “Good  News”  should  be 
required  reading,  to  show  how  far  away 
from  the  moral  and  spiritual  standards 
of  the  average  layman  our  boards  have 
strayed.  SonFesler 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Article  disappointing 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  disappointing  but  not  surprising 
to  read  in  the  October  13  issue  of 
TM/UMR  the  Rev.  Michael  McIntyre's 
intemperate  attack  upon  the  “Good 
News”  people. 

Grassroots  United  Methodists  have 
long  suspected  that  the  church’s  national 
hierarchy  was  infiltrated  with  Marxists 
who  were  using  their  positions  to  work 
actively  for  the  overthrow  of  the  free 
enterprise  system  in  America.  I  am 
grateful  to  Rev.  McIntyre  for  confirming 
this. 

To  Rev.  McIntyre’s  totalitarian  mind, 
there  is  obviously  no  place  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  dissidents  from  his 
views.  In  countries  where  communism  is 
already  established  such  dissidents  are 
placed  in  concentration  camps  or  in 
mental  institutions. 

It  is  clear  that  grassroots  United 
Methodists  have  a  job  cut  out  for  them 
before  the  next  General  Conference. 

Stephen  J.  Kennedy 

Needham  Heights,  Massachusetts 

Journalism  poor 

To  the  Editor: 

I  request  that  you  make  a  sincere 
effort  to  improve  the  quality  of  the 
journalism  which  appears  in  TM/UMR.  I 
refer  specifically  to  the  article  in  the 
October  13  issue  headlined  "  'Good 
News’  blasted  for  ‘parochialism.’  ”  This 
article,  printed  under  a  TM/UMR  Staff 
Special  byline,  was  not  objective  report¬ 
ing  but  rather  a  ruthlessly  executed 
hatchet  job  to  degrade  the  most  effective 
renewal'  movement  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

I  am  not  a  journalist,  but  even  such  as  I 
was  struck  by  the  several  obvious 
examples  of  biased,  unprofessional 
reporting  contained  in  this  one  article. 
For  example,  the  Good  News  movement 
is  damned  for  some  rather  ambiguous 
sins  which  are  never  defined  but  are 
characterized  as  the  “ultimate 
parochialism."  This  damnation  i6  then 
given  an  unwarranted  credibility  by 
focusing  not  on  the  charges,  but  on  the 
past  and  present  offices  of  the  person 
making  the  charges.  The  remainder  of 
the  article  is  then  devoted  to  reporting 
Mr.  McIntyre's  personal  opinions  as  if 
they  were  fact  and/or  the  official  position 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  I  pray 
that  they  are  not. 

Mr.  McIntyre  is  quoted  as  saying,  “No 
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serious  theology  will  be  done  in  the  next 
20  years  that  does  not  include  serious 
dialogue  with  Marxist  sociological 
categories.”  That  statement  can  only  be 
true  if  the  theology  it  refers  to  is  in  fact 
evangelism,  an  attempt  to  convert  the 
Marxist  to  Christ.  But  that  does  not  seem 
to  fit  within  the  context  of  the  quote,  and 
it  leads  me  to  question  whether  Mr. 
McIntyre  has  ever  read  the  “Communist 
Manifesto”  or  if  he  is  aware  that  Lenin 
said  something  like,  “The  revolution  will 
not  be  over  until  the  last  capitalist  is 
strangled  with  the  guts  of  the  last 
priest.”  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
whether  the  North  American  Coalition 
for  Human  Rights  in  Korea,  for  which 
Mr.  McIntyre  is  director,  is  as  rigorous 
in  its  pursuit  of  human  rights  in  North 
Korea  as  I’m  sure  it  is  in  South  Korea. 

If  this  article  was  meant  to  be  editorial 
opinion  rather  than  objective  reporting, 
then  it  should  be  identified  as  such  and 
located  appropriately  with  the  letters  to 
the  editor.  If  this  was,  however,  a 
conscientious  effort  to  report  news  of 
interest  to  United  Methodists,  then  your 
standards  of  journalism  need  to  be 
improved  considerably. 

Jim  B.  Mcllvaine 
Frederick,  Maryland 

With  Jesus,  we  can! 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  picking  up  the  article  on 
“Faith,  Hope,  Love  in  Christ”  from  the 
Central  Illinois  Conference  edition  and 
giving  it  national  exposure  (TM/UMR, 
October  13), 

As  a  United  Methodist  I  truly  feel  the 
Holy  Spirit  leading  the  church  and  the 
church  responding. 

I  believe  we  must  be  open  to 
ministering  under  the  best  conditions 
and  the  worst  conditions.  Our  prisons  are 
without  a  doubt  the  worst  example  of 
man’s  solution  to  crime,  unemployment, 
alcoholism  and  drug  abuse. 

U.N.  Ambassador  Andrew  Young  was 
chastised  for  his  statement  that  the 
United  States  had  political  prisoners. 
With  over  one  million  adults  and  400,000 
juveniles  on  probation  or  parole  —  with 
government  supervision  of  their  lives  — 
how  can  we  in  good  conscience  not 
support  Mr.  Young’s  statement? 

In  Jesus’  name  we  can  do  it  together. 

Richard  L.  Brewer 
Peoria,  Illinois 

Two  points  missed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  encouraged  to  read  of  the  United 
Methodist  seminar  on  the  role  of 
agricultural  economics  under  the 
headline  “Rural  pastors  explore  impact 
of  food  costs”  (TM/UMR,  October  13).  It 
is  perhaps  a  result  of  the  earlier  Church 
Farm  Crisis  meeting  in  Wichita. 

I  was  distressed  to  see  that  the 
impressions  left  by  the  article  on  two 
critical  points  were  misleading  at  best. 

The  Kroger  marketing  director  failed 
to  mention  that  the  dollar  on  which  their 
net  profit  is  only  .8  of  a  cent  turns  over  a 
minimum  of  12  times  each  year.  A  more 
accurate  statement  would  be  that 
supermarkets  make  a  minimum  net 
profit  of  9.6  per  cent  per  year.  Most 
farmers  would  settle  for  that  return.  I 
would  like  to  see  a  printed  reply  from 
your  writer  Sharon  Mielke,  or  from  the 
Kroger  executive. 

The  other  point  is  the  impression  left 
by  Dr.  Knutson  in  his  statement 
referring  to  government  programs.  He 


experience.  Historically,  enthusiasm  for  America’s  right  and  ability  to  remake 
rediscovered  faith  has  burst  beyond  the  the  world  in  its  own  image  is  at  low  ebb. 
nation's  boundaries.  The  Great  Revival  The  theology  and  style  of  the  present 
of  the  1830’s  and  1840’s  fostered  renewal  are  evangelical.  The  coming 
missionary  outreach  among  Indians  and  thrust  in  mission  is  likely  to  be  the 
white  settlers  in  such  western  areas  as  proclamation  of  the  biblical  message  of 
the  Willamette  Valley.  The  student  repentence  and  the  liberating  experience 

of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  There  now  exists 
the  possibility  that  cultural  chauvinism 
—  evident  in  both  the  narrow  ethics  of 
conservative  missions  and  the  hollow 
social  and  political  activism  of 
ecumenical  missions  —  can  begin  to  be 
laid  to  rest. 

Will  evangelical  regeneration  in 
missions  produce  an  inward-looking 
Christiain  community  neglectful  of  the 
physical  and  social  needs  of  its 
neighbors?  The  church  must  never 
forget  the  wholeness  of  the  Gospel.  If 
historical  precedents  have  meaning, 
social  reform  will  be  a  by-product  of 
spiritual  renewal.  The  antislavery 
movements  nurtured  by  the  Wesleyan 
Revival  and  the  Great  Revival  are  cases 
in  point. 

Signs  of  the  evangelical  renewal’s 
impact  upon  mission  are  already 
apparemt  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Current  “US-2”  volunteers  are 
reported  in  the  “New  World  Outlook”  to 
be  more  concerned  about  biblical 
theology  and  prayer  life.  In  January,  194 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  home  and 
overseas  missionaries  meeting  in 
Cincinnati  called  upon  the  board  to 
assume  leadership  in  “teaching  United 
Methodist  Christians  how  to  personally 
lead  people  to  Christ.”  A  number  of 
overseas  churches  have  been  asking  for 
evangelistic  partners  in  mission  who,  as 
the  Japanese  request  stated,  "have 
received  God’s  call  to  work  as  witnesses 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  a  country  other  than 
their  own.” 

The  trend  of  religious  revival  is  in 
motion.  The  question  is  not  whether  the 
church  will  act  in  mission  but  how  soon, 
with  what  quality  and  through  what 
vehicle.  Loyal  churchmen  will  covet  for 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  the  role  of 
designing  and  overseeing  future  national 
and  world  outreach.  Does  the  Board’s 
unbending  preoccupation  with  political 
action  and  radical  social  change  suit  it 
for  the  task?  Are  the  church’s  mission 
executives  capable  of  shifting  to  a 
program  whose  priority  is  the  winning  of 
humanity  to  Christ? 

The  agencies  of  the  church  must  make 
ready  for  new  wine.  One  cannot 
withstand  history  any  more  than  the 
breath  of  the  Spirit. 

This  week's  contributor,  Dr.  Thomas 
W.  Burkman,  is  a  professor  of  East  Asian 
history  at  Tokyo  University  in  Tokyo, 
Japan. 


says,  “The  value  is  that  government 
controls  do  keep  prices  more  stable  for 
both  consumers  and  producers.” 

It  sounds  good  but  he  fails  to  mention 
that  those  “stable  prices”  are  in  most 
cases  below  the  cost  of  production  as 
USDA  figures  will  indicate. 

Carl  N.  McClure 
Olney  Springs,  Colorado 

Mailing  perplexing 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  perplexed  by  a  recent  mailing 
from  Cokesbury  that  begins:  “Advent, 
the  joyous  season!” 

I  have  been  under  the  impression  that 
Advent  is  to  Christmas  as  Lent  is  to 
Easter  with  both  using  the  contrasting 
purple/white  color  pattern.  Advent  thus 
appears  to  be  a  somber,  penitential 
season,  a  reminder  that  before  Christ 
“long  lay  the  world  in  sin  and  error 
pining,"  a  reflection  on  our  darkness 
before  the  “light  of  the  world”  comes. 

I  wonder  if  Cokesbury  is  using  the  joy 
theme  as  one  easier  to  sell  than  that  of 
sombemess.  Or  perhaps  this  is  a 
reflection  of  the  current  stress  on  trying 
to  hype  our  spirits  by  ignoring  and 
denying  the  tragic  and  dark  sides  of  our 
east-of-Eden  existence. 

D.  D.  English 
Rockton,  Illinois 


"It  seems  fashionable 
to  down  -play  the 
contribution  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Church.... " 


We  re  told  the  Church  is  in 
trouble  New  conflicts,  strident 
demands,  and  pronounce¬ 
ments  of  impending  doom 
keep  arising 

And  yet,  like  no  other 
institution,  the  Church  —  The 
United  Methodist  Church  — 
continues  to  be  a  symbol  of 
hope  amid  the  conflicts  of 
today's  world 

Sometimes  the  hope  which 
the  Church  represents  is  its 
continuity  with  the  past  and 
other  times  its  appeal  lies  in 
its  willingness  to  venture 
where  others  have  been 
unwilling  to  go 

That's  why  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  its  best 
continues  both  to  search  for 
new  ways  of  service  but  also 
to  maintain  those  outreaches 
which  have  proved  their 
continuing  effectiveness 
through  the  years 

One  of  Methodism  s  oldest 
and  most  effective  outreaches 
has  a  very  bureaucratic  and 
nstitutional  sound  Vet,  its 
record  of  service  to  young 
people  is  unparalleled  It  is  the 
Student  Day  Offering  of  the 
Loans  and  Scholarship  Office 
ol  the  Board  of  Ministry  and 
H^gher^ducationjr^lashvHI^^ 


Its  origins  go  back  to 
1068  antedating  all  the  boards 
and  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  Since  then, 
over  180,000  young  people 
have  been  loaned  more  than 
SI 2  million  enabling  them  to 
attend  Methodist  colleges  and 
universities  S6  million  has 
been  granted  through  schol¬ 
arships  to  some  18.000 

Most  of  these  millions 
went  to  students  attending 
Methodist  colleges  A  lot  of  it. 
though,  has  gone  to  Methodist 
students  attending  state  and 
other  private  institutions 

No  other  church  has  been 
so  concerned  for  enabling  its 
young  people  to  have  a  col¬ 
lege  education  It's  another 
one  of  those  little  known 
areas  in  which  the  United 
Methodist  Church  continues 
to  make  an  enduring  and 
positive  contribution 

Your  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  a  part  in  all 
of  this  through  the  Student 
Day  Offering  scheduled  for 
next  June  10  1979  However, 
many  churches  have  decided 
not  to  take  a  special  offering 
Instead,  this  Fall  as  they  plan 
next  year’s  budget,  they  will 
include  an  amount  equal  to 
what  an  offering  would  be 


That's  why  it's  important  to 
think  now  of  the  Student  Day 
Offering  Whether  your  church 
receives  an  offering  or  allo¬ 
cates  an  amount  through  its 
budget,  all  of  it  will  go  to  a 
proven  and  effective  out¬ 
reach  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 

That's  a  contribution  which 
should  be  played  up.  not 
played  down 

If  you  agree,  make  sure 
your  church  budgets  a  gener¬ 
ous  contribution  for  the 
Student  Day  Offering, 

June  10,  1979 


Student 

UAY  JUNE  10, 1979 

OFFERING 

For  further  information, 
contact 

Dr  Esther  Edwards 
P.O  Box  871 

Nashville  Tennessee  37202 
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‘Belief  in  God's  existence  based  on  reasonable  trust ’ 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  question  of  whether 
or  not  God  exists  is  too  important  and  too 
explosive  to  be  left  solely  to  theologians, 
according  to  a  Swiss  Roman  Catholic 
scholar. 

Ordinary  people 
are  facing  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  meaning  — 

Who  am  I?  Where 
am  I  going?  —  in 
every  area  of  life, 
said  Hans  Kung  of 
the  University  of 
Tubingen,  Ger¬ 
many.  The  answer 
to  belief  in  God 
brings  basic  values  Hans  Kung 
and  beliefs  to  bear  on  those  questions. 

Speaking  to  more  than  1,600 
registrants  at  the  Fosdick  Ecumenical 
Convocation  on  Preaching  held  here  at 
Riverside  Church  Oct.  16-19,  Dr.  Kung 
attacked  the  arguments  of  atheism  as  he 
lkid  the  pilosophical  groundwork  for  a 
strong  defense  of  theism  (belief  in  God) 
and  particularly,  the  Christian 
understanding  of  God. 

The  respected  and  yet  controversial 


theologian  was  introduced  at  one  session 
by  a  Roman  Catholic  nuntto  an  audience 
composed  largely  of  clergypersons  from 
41  states  and  four  provinces  of  Canada. 
She  called  Dr.  Kung  a  model  of  freedom 
within  the  church.  He  has  a  “running 
altercation  with  church  authorities. 
Freedom  not  caution  is  his  watchword," 
she  said. 

The  professor  of  dogmatic  and 
ecumenical  studies  admitted  there  is  "no 
purely  rational  argument  for  the 
existence  of  God  that  is  clearly  and 
universally  convincing  —  even  to 
believers.”  But,  he  told  the  audience, 
one  can  believe  in  the  existence  of  God 
on  the  basis  of  "reasoonable  trust," 
which  he  defined  as  a  commitment 
rooted  in  reality  itself  and  based  on 
sound  reasons. 

Belief  in  God  is  stjll  an  adventure,  he 
said.  It  is  not  proved  from  the  outset  but 
it  dawns  on  a  person  from  within.  ‘‘Do  it, 
and  you  will  understand  it,”  he  said.  He 
quoted  the  16th  century  mathematician- 
theologian  Blaise  Pascal :  The  heart  has 
reasons  which  the  mind  itself  does  not 
know. 

What  difference  does  it  make  whether 
or  not  God  exists?  he  asked.  Here  is 


Curriculum  drop  said 
linked  to  attendance 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  The  belief  that 
circulation  of  United  Methodist 
curriculum  materials  is  going  down 
because  fewer  churches  are  using  the 
resources  is  a  myth,  members  of  the 
governing  board  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  were  told  here  Oct.  24. 

The  Rev.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of 
church  school  publications,  told  the  45- 
member  Board  of  Publication  that 
continuing  decline  in  circulation  reflects 
the  dramatic  decline  in  church  school 
attendance. 

Curriculum  sales  declined  during  the 
1977-78  fiscal  year,  ending  July  31,  by  3.3 
percent,  an  improvement  over  the  6.8 
decline  during  the  previous  year. 

Dr.  Watts  told  the  board  that  82  percent 
of  United  Methodist  Churches  use 
denominational  curriculum,  a 
percentage  which  has  not  changed 
measurably  during  the  past  several 
years.  “This  exceeds  the  penetration  of 
most  other  denominations,”  he  added. 

Between  1965  and  1976  he  said  the 
overall  circulation  of  denominational 
curriculum  resources  dropped  54.5 
percent  while  church  school  enrollment 
dropped  35  percent  and  church  school 
attendance  dropped  39  percent. 
Circulation  of  curriculum  resources  is 
now  at  a  pre-1950  level  and  is  continuing 
to  decline. 

Dr.  Watts  ^Sid  other  significant  factors 
in  the  decline  are  the  economic  pressures 
of  inflation  and  rising  costs  at  the  local 
church  level.  "Many  churches  are  now 
ordering  only  the  most  essential 
curriculum  materials,  often  hesitating  to 
buy  the  supplemental  audio-visuals, 
story  papers  and  packet  resources,"  he 
said. 

Criticisms  that  United  Methodist 
materials  are  not  “Bible-centered”  or 
that  they  are  “too  hard  to  teach”  have 
been  taken  seriously  by  the  editors  and 
curriculum  planners,  Dr.  Watts  said. 
Writers  and  editors  are  now  required  to 
use  a  set  of  guidelines  to  test  material  for 
both  teachability  and  biblical  content  as 
it  is  being  created,  he  said.  He  also  noted 
that  new  Bible  study  series  have  been 
developed  for  children,  youth  and  adults 
during  the  past  four  years. 

Dr.  Watts  is  elected  annually  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  confirmed  by 
the  Board  of  Publication.  The  cost  of  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee 
(CRC),  including  salaries  of  editors,  is 
borne  by  the  Publishing  House.  A  total  of 
more  than  $2  million  is  budgeted  by  the 
House  for  the  CRC  this  fiscal  year  ending 
July  31, 1979.  The  Board  of  Publication  is 
chaired  by  John  B.  Russell,  a  Richmond, 
Va.,  attorney. 

According  to  Dr.  Watts,  research 
shows  that  of  the  18  percent  of  United 
Methodist  churches  not  using 
denominational  curriculum  most  are  in 
rural  areas  and  small  towns. 

“We  have  also  discovered  that  many 
pastors  and  church  school  leaders  have 
not  been  exposed  to  the  wide  range  of 


where  one  sees  the  reasonableness,  he 
replied.  He  then  posed  several  questions 
to  which  a  belief  in  God  supplies 
reasonable  answers  : 

<1)  Why  is  there  something  and  not 
nothing9  That  is,  why  does  anything  exist 
in  the  first  place?  If  God  exists,  we  know, 
the  answer,  he  said 

(2)  Why  is  there  the  infinite  yearning 
of  human  beings  to  reach  out  and  yet 
never  completely  find  fulfillment?  If  God 
exists,  we  have  meaning  and  are  not 
left  empty,  Dr.  Kung  said. 

(3)  Why  cannot  modern  astrophysi¬ 
cists  —  two  of  whom  in  the  U.S. 
were  recently  awarded  the  Nobel  Prize 
for  discovering  evidence  for  the  “Big 
Bang"  theory  of  the  creation  of  the 
universe  —  tell  us  what  came  before  the 
“Big  Bang”?  If  God  exists,  he  said,  there 
is  an  answer  for  where  hydrogen  and  the 
whole  world  came  from  and  where  they 
are  going. 

If  God  exists,  Dr.  Kung  emphasized, 
the  great  “whys”  and  “wherefores"  of 
humankind  would  not  refer  to  nothing  but 
to  reality. 

Dr.  Kung,  author  of  a  book  widely 
acclaimed  by  Protestants  entitled  “On 
Being  a  Christian,”  continually 


underlined  the  need  for  science  and 
religion  to  support  each  other  rather  than 
be  antagonistic  toward  each  other.  He 
lamented  the  medieval  church's  'blind 
obedience"  to  its  authority  and  the 
medieval  world  view  which  “invoked 
God"  against  the  rising  field  of  natural 
sciences  —  a  heritage  in  which  even 
today  the  church  is  often  seen  as  an 
enemy  to  science. 

“The  God  of  the  philosopher  and 
scientist  and  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac. 
Jacob  and  Jesus  need  not  be  mutually 
exclusive  but  mutually  inclusive."  the 
Swiss  theologian  affirmed.  Without 
having  to  give  up  reason,  the  modern 
person  should  be  able  to  pray  and  stand 
in  awe  before  God,  to  sing  and  dance 
before  Him." 

Dr.  Kung  took  on  the  argument  f 
classical  atheism  claiming  that  ne  tiier 
“atheists  nor  agnostics  have  proved  their 
positions.”  Christians  too  often  have 
been  defensive,  when  in  fact,  he  said,  the 
atheist  position  can  i.o  more  be 
demonstrated  than  the  theisi's  because 
atheism  cannot  prove  the  non-existence 
of  God. 

He  cautioned  Christians,  however,  to 
take  atheism  seriously  by  not 


discrediting  it  morally  as  “apostasy 
from  God"  or  saying  it  is  really  a 
“hidden  belief  in  God.”  Atheism  has 
credits  and  debits,  just  as  theism  does 
Atheism's  strongest  point  when  it  claims 
there  is  no  God  lies  in  the  world’s 
unanswered  suffering  and  misery,  he 
noted. 

Ludwig  Feuerback  (1804-1872)  was 
justified  in  saying  that  religion,  as  all 
human  thinking,  involves  projection, 
“wishful  thinking,"  but.  Dr  Kung  said, 
that  does  not  prove  "religion  is  merely 
projector  " 

Karl  Marx  (1818-1883)  was  right  in 
saying  that  religion  can  be  the  “opiate 
of  the  people,"  that  it  can  be  social 
appeasement  and  repression.  But  it 
need  not  be,  said  Dr.  Kung.  “It  can  also 
be  enlightenment  and  social  liberation." 

And  Sigmund  Freud  (1856-1939)  was 
correct  in  saying  religion  can  be  an 
illusion  and  a  means  of  psychological 


immaturity.  But  again,  the  theologian 
stressed,  it  does  not  have  to  be  nor  can  it 
be  proved  that  religion  is  “only"  illusion. 

Modern  atheism  has  lost  some  of  its 
credibility  in  the  modern  world,  he 
suggested,  because  its  predictions  have 
not  come  true.  Freud  claimed  religion 
would  “wither  away,”  but  religion  is 
awakening  in  many  parts  of  today’s 
world  The  death  of  God  predicted  by  the 
German  philosopher  Friedrich  Nietzche 
(1844-1900)  has  not  occurred  nor  the 
projection  of  a  new  world  based  on 
Marx's  ideas,  he  said 

Dr  Kung  was  the  featured  speaker  at  a 
convocation  celebrating  the  centennial 
birth  date  of  the  late  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick,  founding  minister  of  the 
Riverside  Church  and  one  of 
Protestantism's  eminant  preachers.  An 
estimated  3,000  persons  heard  Dr.  Kung 
and  numerous  other  speakers  during 
the  four  day  event. 


Board  polishes  paper 
on  Christian  education 


curriculum  available,"  he  said.  “Often 
their  decision  to  use  other  materials  has 
been  based  on  perceptions  going  back 
several  years.” 

Dr.  Watts  said  the  CRC  and  other  units 
of  the  Publishing  House  spend  an 
estimated  $800,000  a  year  to  reach  all 
churches  with  facts  about  the  curriculum 
material.  Special  efforts  begun  in  the  last 
six  years  include  a  special  Office  of 
Interpretive  Services,  a  toll-free 
telephone  service,  a  series  of  “Curric-U- 
Shops"  for  local  church  teachers  and 
leaders,  and  special  displays  with 
resource  people  for  annual  conference 
sessions. 

While  results  to  the  interpretive  efforts 
are  hard  to  measure,  Dr.  Watts  said 
comments  and  reactions  to  curriculum 
have  been  more  favorable  in  recent 
times.  “We  know  we  can  never  please 
everyone,  but  we  feel  we  have  been  truly 
responsible  in  listening  to  the  church  and 
responding  to  local  church  needs.  " 

How  can  the  curriculum  sales  decline 
be  reversed?  Dr.  Watts  gave  four 
suggestions:  (1)  work  hard  to  build 
church  school  enrollment  and 
attendance”;  (2)  "work  to  convince  the 
18  percent  of  our  churches  not  using 
United  Methodist  curriculum  to 
reconsider";  (3)  recognize  that  “the 
success  of  our  church  schools  depends 
directly  on  the  quality  of  our  leadership 
training  and  the  teacher  training";  and 
(4)  continue  to  “listen  carefully  to  the 
church.” 

Native  American 
school  launched 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMC)  -  An 
International  School  for  Native 
American  Ministries  was  officially 
launched  during  ceremonies  at  Saint 
Paul  School  of  Theology  here  last  month. 

The  school  will  be  headquartered  at  the 
United  Methodist  seminary  but  its 
program  will  include  both  on-campus 
and  field  activities. 

Director  of  the  school  is  the  Rev. 
Homer  Noley,  a  UM  native  of  Oklahoma 
and  a  Saint  Paul  graduate.  He  goes  to  his 
new  position  from  the  faculty  of  Baker 
University,  Baldwin,  Kan.  Mr.  Noley,  a 
Choctaw,  will  be  a  lecturer  and 
consultant  to  the  Saint  Paul  faculty, 
teaching  both  core  units  and  elective 
courses. 

Start-up  funds  for  the  school  have 
come  from  the  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  and  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  missional  priority  funds 
administered  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Similar  centers  have  been  established 
for  Asians  at  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Calif.),  and  for  Hispanics  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas  A 
multi-ethnic  center,  distinctly  regional  in 
format  and  design,  was  recently 
established  at  Drew  University, 
Madison,  N.J. 


UM  film 

ISRAEL  — 
Film  star  Maur¬ 
een  O’Sullivan 
takes  a  break 
during  location 
shooting,  some¬ 
where  in  Israel, 
of  a  United 
Methodist  Com¬ 
munications’ 
movie  entitled 
“One  Who  Was  ■ 
There.”  The 
film,  which  will 
be  ready  for 
Easter  1979  dis¬ 
tribution,  fea¬ 
tures  Ms. 
O’Sullivan  as 
the  woman 
referred  to  in 
the  scriptures, 
as  the  first  to  see 
the  risen  Lord. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  By  the  spring  of  1979 
the  United  Methodist  Church  may  have  a 
new  biblical  and  theological  base  on 
which  to  educate  its  members  in  the 
faith. 

A  foundation  statement  called  “The 
Ministry  of  Teaching  and  Learning  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church"  got  the 
finishing  touches  here  last  week  by  the 
Division  of  Education  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  (BOD),  which  met  Oct.  24- 
27. 

The  new  statement,  spelling  out  the 
philosophy  of  Christian  education  today, 
is  aimed  primarily  at  pastors  and 
educators  across  the  church.  It  has  been 
on  the  drawing  board  since  1973. 

Also  next  spring,  the  church  may 
receive  requests  from  BOD  for: 

•  a  1981-84  quadrennial  emphasis  on 
the  family  —  with  a  price-tag  of  up  to 
$2million; 

•  a  stepped-up  schedule  for  a  new- 
combined  hymnal-book  of  ritual  by  1986; 

•  a  “shopping  list”  of  Advance  Specials 

Intentionally  putting  these  and  most 

other  decisions  on  “hold"  until  its  next 
meeting,  the  board  met  largely  in 
divisions  throughout  the  session  to  begin 
hammering  out  legislative  proposals  for 
the  1980  General  Conference  and  con¬ 


tinue  charting  its  course  for  the  next 
quadrennium. 

Guided  by  a  board  Planning  and 
Strategy  Committee  through  a  long- 
range  planning  document  for  1981-84, 
divisions  shuffled  priorities  within  11 
areas  of  ministry  defined  in  1976  and  one 
new  one  —  “Education  in  Christian 
Living."  At  a  special  hearing  in 
September  on  1981-84  World  Service 
askings  held  by  the  denomination's 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  BOD  officials  projected 
three  total  budget  figures:  “Must  Do”  — 
$4.4  million  (up  some  30  percent  over  the 
current  quadrennium);  “Like  to  Do"  — 
$5.7  million;  and  “Want  to  Do"  —  $6.6 
million.  World  Service  request  figures 
for  all  boards  and  agencies  will  be  set  in 
1979. 

In  other  business,  the  board  learned 
from  treasurer  Isaac  Brown  that  it  will 
end  the  year  with  a  projected  cash  flow 
balance  of  $2,250,374. 

A  report  on  1978  missional  priority 
funds  indicated  the  board  has  spent 
approximately  $143,000  on  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  priority,  $249,000 
for  world  hunger  and  $16,000  on 
evangelism  The  board  has  called  for  the 
three  priorities  to  continue  in  the  1981-84 
quadrennium. 


Bishop  claims  mission 

meeting  Hll  advised ’  Transfer  of  church 

extension  debated 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DETROIT  —  A  national  mission 
convocation  planned  for  next  September 
by  United  Methodism’s  chief  mission 
board  has  been  called  “ill  advised”  and 
“poor  stewardship”  of  church  resources 
by  a  bishop  who  serves  on  the  board. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Houston 
Area  episcopal  leader  and  a  member  of 
the  finance  committee  of  the  UMC’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  told 
TM/UMR  in  an  interview  here  Oct.  21 
that  a  planned  “National  Convocation  on 
Christian  Mission”  will  be  viewed  “as  a 
contradiction  in  our  missional 
commitments  and  a  repudiation  of  the 
covenantal  life-style  which  our  board 
has  been  advocating.  ’  ’ 

Bishop  Crutchfield’s  comments,  which 
he  also  expressed  privately  to  mission 
staff  officials  during  the  recent  annual 
meeting  of  the  board  here,  were  refuted 
by  the  head  of  the  board  division 
planning  the  convocation  and  the 
convocation  was  termed  a  “celebration 
which  will  strengthen  the  mission 
commitment  of  the  church." 

The  convocation,  planned  for  Sept.  20- 
23,  1979,  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  was 
conceived  several  months  ago  by  the 
Education  and  Cultivation  Division  of  the 
mission  board  and  reported  to  board 
directors  at  the  agency's  earlier  meeting 
this  year  in  April. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  told  TM/UMR  he 
has  several  objections  to  the 
convocation.  Among  them  he  listed  the 
following: 

•  Cost  —  He  said  the  total  cost  for  the 
projected  3,000  persons  to  attend  the 
convocation  would  range  between  $1.5 
and  $2  million  (transportation,  lodging, 


People  in  the  news... 


Post  Hole’s  caring  ministry 

What  began  as  a  hobby  has  turned 
into  a  caring  ministry.  “Post  Hole”  — 
the  CB  handle  that  Joe  Morris,  a 
United  Methodist  from  Johnson  City, 
Tenn.,  goes  by  —  talks  to  scores  of 
elderly,  sick  and  troubled  people  each 
day.  “Some  are  just  lonesome  for 
somebody  to  talk  to,"  he  says.  But  he 
also  makes  prayer  requests  for  these 
folks  at  Cherokee  UMC’s  Wednesday 
night  prayer  meeting  and  asks  his 
pastor  to  call  on  them.  “Post  Hole," 
said  one  caller  who  had  talked  about 


the  death  of  his  sister  as  he  signed  off, 
“you’ve  been  a  lot  of  comfort  to  me. 
Call  me  again  soon,  you  old  scutter.  It 
makes  my  day." 

How  many  cardinals  ski? 

Most  folks  seem  to  like  the  new 
pope.  His  earthiness  and  candor  are 
appealing  and  his  sense  of  humor  is 
refreshing.  They  tell  the  story  that 
when  he  was  a  cardinal  in  Poland  he 
attended  a  conference  where  he  asked 
“how  many  Italian  cardinals  ski?" 
When  the  future  Pope  John  Paul  II 
received  no  reply,  he  grinned  and 
answered,  “In  Poland.  50  percent  of 
the  cardinals  ski."  Poland  has  only 
two  resident  cardinals  and  he  is  an 
avid  skier  and  sportsman ! 

What’s  in  a  name? 

How  would  you  like  to  have  a  grand¬ 
daughter  named  “Connection"? 
Robert  D.  Cheyne  of  Bentonville, 
Ark.,  the  layman  who  has  been  the 
sparkplug  behind  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  new  radio  program 
“Connection”  said  his  new  grand¬ 
daughter  was  almost  saddled  with 
that  name.  She  was  born  during  the 
recent  board  meeting  of  the  agency 


that  produces  the  program.  But 
calmer  heads  prevailed  and  she  is 
named  Lindsay. 

A  passionate  plea 

“Statistics  show  that  more  than 
10,000  people  annually  are  killed  by 
liquor  while  only  one  is  killed  by  a 
mad  dog.  We  shoot  the  dog  but  license 
liquor."  And  with  that,  Margaret  Gee. 
a  leader  of  the  national  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union, 
recently  appealed  to  the  WCTU 
convention  delegates  for  Christian 
concern  in  a  campaign  against 
alcoholism  and  alcoholic  beverages. 

Change  the  button 

Founder  and  president  of 
“Housewives  for  ERA"  (Equal 
Rights  Amendment),  Ann  Follis  of 
Urbana,  Ill.,  finds  herself  quite  busy 
with  a  lecture  circuit  and  three 
children  under  seven  at  home.  Her 
husband  Dean,  who  is  pastor  of 
Countryside  UMC,  supports  her 
position.  He  has,  however,  half- 
seriously  suggested  she  change  her 
pink  lapel  button  that  reads  “I’m  a 
housewife  for  ERA"  to  “I  used  to  be  a  I 
housewife  before  ERA  " 


meals,  etc.).  “What  would  happen  if 
every  agency  of  the  church  decided  to 
hold  a  $1.5  million  convention  just  six 
months  before  General  Conference?"  he 
asked. 

•  Conflict  with  missional  priorities  — 
He  claimed  the  cost  of  the  convocation 
would  conflict  with  efforts  to  raise  money 
for  the  UMC’s  missional  priorities.  “How 
can  we  ask  our  people  to  sacrifice  for 
the  sake  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  and  World  Hunger  when  we  are 
planning  to  spend  at  least  $1.5  million  on 
a  celebration  in  a  resort  city?"  he  asked. 

•  “III  timing”  —  “Is  not  the  real 
purpose  of  this  celebration  to  create 
momentum  for  General  Conference?” 
Bishop  Crutchfield  asked.  “Regrettably, 
this  will  be  interpreted  as  a  gigantic 
attempt  to  influence  the  General 
Conference  at  a  meeting  being  held  only 
six  months  before  the  General 
Conference  convenes. " 

“I  have  deep  confidence  in  those  who 
have  proposed  this  celebration,  but  feel 
they  are  ill-advised,"  he  said.  “The  time 
has  come  to  retreat  wisely,  and  cancel 
the  whole  thing.” 

Division  personnel  responsible  for  the 
convocation  planning  said  they  do  not 
believe  it  is  logical  to  charge  that  money 
individuals  spend  in  going  to  the 
convocation  would  have  otherwise  have 
gone  to  the  missional  priorities. 

“The  competition  for  money  is  not  with 
other  UMC  programs,  but  with  some 
bowling  league  convention  somewhere," 
charged  the  Rev.  Joe  Walker,  director  of 
the  Advance  second-mile  giving  program 
and  a  staff  member  of  the  division.  “We 
are  fragmented  and  need  to  come 
together  in  this  celebration." 

He  said  only  $70,000  will  be  required 
from  mission  funds  and  that  a  $25  per 
person  registration  fee  will  make  up  the 
difference  between  that  amount  and  the 
$107,500  the  division  projects  the 
,  convocation  will  cost. 

Mr.  Walker  contended  in  comments 
before  his  division  that:  “Nothing  will 
raise  money  for  mission  faster  than  for 
10,000  local  churches  to  be  represented  at 
a  great  national  celebration  of  mission." 

Commission  charges 
Korean  prejudice 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  has  expressed 
concern  at  evidences  of  prejudice 
against  Korean-Americans  that  have 
resulted  from  the  "Koreagate” 
influence-peddling  scandal 

In  a  resolution,  the  commission  said 
“Korean-American  United  Methodists 
are  part  of  the  Korean-American 
community  and  share  the  pains  and 
hurts  of  the  unfair  ‘guilt  by 
association,'  "  and  that  "Korean- 
American  United  Methodists  are  part  of 
the  UMC  and  their  pains  and  hurts  are 
our  pains  and  hurts.  " 

The  commission  called  on  “all  United 
Methodists  to  act  now  to  counteract  the 
spread  of  ‘anti-Korean'  prejudice  by 
insisting  on  a  distinction  between  corrupt 
politicians  and  businessmen  on  the  one 
hand,  and  law-abiding  citizens  on  the 
other." 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  -  A  “trial  balloon"  to 
make  new  church  extension  a  part  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  evangelism 
thrust  was  floated,  then  hauled  down 
here  last  week  by  a  unit  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Discipleship 
(BOD.) 

The  board's  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship  defeated  a 
proposal  calling  on  the  1980  General 
Conference  to  transfer  the  work  of 
spreading  new  churches  from  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  ( BGM )  to  the  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

Bowing  to  what  one  opponent  called 
“fear  of  what  we'd  lose  in  such  a  political 
battle"  with  BGM  —  and  the  legal 
ramifications  of  such  a  move  —  the 
division  settled  instead  for  a  proposal 
which  would  let  it  “encourage  and 
advocate  the  development  of  new 
congregations”  without  funding 
capabilities. 

The  proposal  to  request  the  transfer 
came  for  the  division’s  Section  on 
Evangelism.  The  Rev.  Robert  C. 
Morgan,  Birmingham,  Ala  ,  who 
initiated  it,  told  the  division  he  believed 
new  church  extention  should  be  lodged 
with  the  church’s  evangelism  program 
unit  where  it  can  be  done  “creatively  and 
effectively.  When  we're  closing  200 


churches  a  year  and  only  starting  20. 
something  is  wrong,"  he  said.  "We’re 
fighting  for  our  lives"  as  a  denomination 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Peters,  Oklahoma  City, 
who  backed  the  measure,  said  he  had  “no 
desire  to  do  battle  with  BGM,  but  many 
people  across  the  church  feel  their  hearts 
are  no  longer  in  this  (church  extension  ) 
I  wish  we  could  test  the  political  waters." 

Opposition  came  from  the  Rev 
Edward  L  Duncan,  Lake  Orion,  Mich. 
Mr.  Duncan  said  he  did  not  oppose  the 
measure  in  principle  but  was  concerned 
about  the  political  implications.  “What 
might  we  lose  in  such  a  battle?"  he 
asked. 

A  warning  about  the  legal  complexities 
of  such  a  move  came  from  South 
Carolina  Area  Bishop  Edward  Tullis 
chairperson  of  the  division,  who  said, 
“You’re  talking  about  transferring 
probably  many  millions  of  dollars  in 
endowment  funds  and  a  staff  of  people 
larger  than  we  have  here. " 

He  also  said  that  in  any  case,  the 
responsibility  for  church  extension  does 
not  lie  with  the  BGM  National  Division’s 
Section  on  Church  Extension.  By  church 
law,  it  is  lodged  with  the  UMC’s  bishop$ 
and  district  superintendents.  The  Church 
Extension  Section  is  only  a  support  unit 
for  those  persons,  he  said. 


fl  Proud 
Heritage 


For  H7  years  the  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School,  Farmington.  New  Mexico, 
has  been  teaching  Indian  young  people  the  skills  and  self-esteem  they  need 
to  participate  in  a  wider  life  CD  Boys  and  girls,  in  grades  f>12,  come  from  a 
1(X)-mile  radius  to  live  and  learn  in  a  C  hristian  atmosphere  Beyond  a  formal 
education,  they  are  helped  to  see  themselves  as  persons  of  worth  Most  go 
on  to  college  and  return  to  the  Navajo  reservation  to  serve*  their  people 
□  Dating  from  1900  dormitories  for  the  150  students  are  inadequate  One 
has  been  condemned:  others  need  repair  Your  gift  will 
help  meet  a  spec  ial  need  ot  this  vital  National  Division 
ministry. 

mm  mm  Invest  in  tomorrow  with  a  check  today. 
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Wesley’s  Chapel— 

An  effective  spiritual  center 


LONDON  —  Here  is  a  view  of  the  completely  refurbished  front  interior  of  Wesley’s 
Chapel,  with  pulpit  in  center  and  reredos.  The  picture  was  taken  several  weeks  before 
the  Nov.  1  reopening  ceremonies.  photo  by  clarence  w.  smith 

‘Save  Wesley’s  Chapel’ 
drive  said  successful 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  The  end  is 
“in  sight”  for  a  successful  conclusion  to 
the  five-year  drive  to  “save  Wesley's 
Chapel”  in  London,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  official  here. 

The  drive  for  funds  to  restore  the 
chapel  is  nearing  completion,  and  the 
end  is  in  sight  for  reaching  the 
approximately  $1.9  million  goal,  said  the 
Rev.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  general 
secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  a  member  of  the 
American  Committee  for  the  Restoration 
of  Wesley  ’s  Chapel. 

“We  are  confident  the  full  amount  can 
be  met  by  Dec.  31  when  the  final  appeal 
ends,”  Dr.  Chambers  said. 

He  noted  that  funds  for  completion  of 
the  work  were  made  available  by  the 
British  Methodist  Church’s  Division  of 
Property,  which  provided  the  financing 
on  a  loan  basis. 

Stating  the  work  will  be  finished  in 
time  for  reopening  celebrations  held  last 
Wednesday,  Dr.  Chambers  expressed 
confidence  that  contributions  toward  the 
project  would  “go  over  the  top  and  the 
chapel  can  be  .  .  .  debt  free  by  the  end  of 
the  year.” 

The  widely-heralded  date  —  Nov.  1  — 
on  which  the  doors  to  the  historic  chapel 
were  reopened  after  being  closed  five 
years  marks  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
chapel’s  original  opening  by 
Methodism’s  founder,  John  Wesley.  The 
effort  to  restore  the  “cathedral  of  world 
Methodism”  began  after  the  building 
was  closed  as  unuable  and,  at  one  time, 
virtually  condemned  to  the  wrecking 
crew. 

Reports  from  England  show  that  as  of 
Aug.  31  a  total  of  about  $1.5  million  had 
been  received,  including  almost  $700,000 
from  the  United  States  and  about  $625,000 
from  British  Methodism,  Dr.  Chambers 
said.  Methodists  from  other  countries 
have  given  a  total  of  more  than  $100,000, 
he  said.  He  added  that  United  Methodist 
giving  totals  about  $730,000  toward  a  goal 
of  $875,000,  since  some  gifts  do  not  go 
through  the  U.S.  treasurer’s  office,  such 
as  those  given  in  England. 

The  Aug.  31  total  did  not  include  money 
“in  the  pipeline”  at  the  time  and  since, 
including  more  than  $100,000  given  or 
pledged  to  date  toward  $150,000  needed  to 
match  the  $150,000  challenge  grant 
toward  restoration  by  the  Kresge 


RING  OUT  THE  OLD, 
RING  IN  THE  NEW 


In  a  few  short  weeks  we  will  be  beginning 
a  new  year.  Start  a  handbell  choir  in  1979 
and  give  more  church  members  an 
opportunity  to  participate  in  your  music 
program.  Handbells  make  excellent  me¬ 
morial  gifts,  and  longlasting  beauty  is 
guaranteed.  Cokesbury  offers  two  of  the 
most  widely  known  and  used  handbell 
sets  manufactured  today. 


I  wart  to  rec**e  information  about  Cokesbury’s 
Malmark  and  Schulmartch  handbells 


umf 

Vokesbury. 


Foundation  of  Troy,  Mich.,  Dr. 
Chambers  said.  “We  are  coming  within 
sight  of  the  goal,  and  a  final  push  will 
meet  the  goal.” 

What  is  virtually  the  final  bill  for 
restoration  work  is  in  and  totals  about 
$1.9  million,  said  Dr.  Chambers.  He  said 
the  bill  represents  major  expenditures  in 
such  categories  of  work  as:  Stabilizing 
basement  and  superstructure  walls, 
stiffening  and  supporting  gallery 
structure  with  additional  steelwork  and 
structural  timbers;  restoring  exterior 
elevations,  including  taking  down  and 
rebuilding  parapets  and  repairs  to 
brickwork  facings  and  stone  features; 
restoring  the  main  chapel  roof  and 
smaller  roofs;  restoring  and  improving 
the  interior,  including  repairs  to  walls, 
marble,  ceiling,  gallery,  stained  glass 
and  other  features;  redecorating  and 
gilding  the  walls,  ceilings  and  gallery; 
dry  rot  repairs,  restoring  the  Foundry 
Chapel  and  refurbishing  Radnor  Room, 
cleaning  and  restoring  John  Wesley 
statue,  and  architect,  engineering  and 
survey  er  expenses. 


By  FRANKLIN  WILDER 
In  1776,  when  the  Revolutionary  War 
began  in  this  country,  John  Wesley  was 
making  plans  to  build  a  new  chapel  in 
London.  Before  this,  since  1739,  he  had 
used  the  Old  Foundry  Church.  His 
mother,  Susanna,  had  helped  him 
operate  it  until  her  deatn  in  1742. 

Here  at  Foundry  many  people  came 
every  Sunday  evening,  carrying  their 
lanterns  across  the  parkland  known  as 
Moorfields.  They  came  at  other  times  as 
well.  There  was  a  preaching  service 
every  morning  at  five  o’clock,  and 
Wesley  believed  that  attendance  was  a 
sure  test  of  sincerity.  In  1746  he  opened  a 
free  medical  clinic  where  he  personally 
healed  many  people.  He  also  operated  a 
free  school  for  60  scholars  and  employed 
two  teachers  to  help  them.  Subsequently, 
Wesley  wrote  most  of  the  books  used  by 
them. 

After  40  years  everything  was  about 
worn  out,  the  building  was  beyond 
reasonable  repairs,  and  the  lease  was 
about  to  expire.  Nearby  and  a  little 
further  out  of  the  old  city,  lay  Bunhill 
Fields  Cemetery  where  Susanna  Wesley 
lay  buried.  Just  across  the  street,  and 
over  to  the  lane  now  known  as  City  Road, 
was  a  large  bare  field.  In  1777  John 
Wesley  rented  an  acre  of  this  land  and 
planned  to  build  his  new  chapel  on  it.  (At 
first  the  new  chapel  was  called  the  New 
Foundry  Chapel. ) 

On  April  21,  1777,  Wesley  personally 
laid  the  corner  stone,  which  had  a  brass 
plate  on  it:  “This  was  laid  by  Mr.  John 
Wesley  on  April  21,  1777.  Probably  this 
will  be  seen  no  more  by  any  human  eye, 
but  it  will  remain  there  until  the  Earth 
and  the  works  thereof  are  burnt  up.  ” 

Upon  this  stone  Wesley  stood  while  he 
preached  from  the  Bible,  “What  hath 
God  wrought”  (Numbers  23:23).  In  this 
sermon  Wesley  said,  “Methodism  is  not  a 
new  religion,  but  the  old  religion  of  the 
Bible  ...  of  the  primitive  church  ...  of 
the  Church  of  England  ...  no  other  than 
the  love  of  God  to  all  mankind.  ” 

Nearly  18  months  later,  on  All  Saints 
Day,  November  1,  1778,  the  chapel  was 
sufficiently  near  completion  to  be  opened 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Why  are  Methodists  around  the  world  willing  to  spend 
almost  $2  million  to  restore  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London?  The  following  article 
provides  some  historical  information  about  this  significant  landmark  for  the 
world-wide  Wesleyan  family.  TM/UMR  will  present  full  coverage  of 
Wednesday’s  (Nov.  1)  reopening  of  Wesley's  Chapel  in  next  week's  issue. 


Church  should  own  radio , 
TV  stations ,  exec  advises 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist 
ownership  of  television  and  radio  sta¬ 
tions  was  suggested  as  a  possibility 
worthy  of  investigation  to  church  com¬ 
munications  leaders  meeting  here  last 
week. 

“The  church  is  mostly  missing  the  boat 
in  television,”  United  Methodist 
Communications  president  Charles 
Cappleman  of  Tarzana,  Calif.,  told  the 
agency’s  board  of  managers  at  the 
beginning  of  their  annual  meeting. 

Mr.  Cappleman,  a  top  CBS  executive  on 
the  West  Coast,  said  TV  is  now  “the  main 
culturing  tool  in  our  society”  and  urged 
that  “the  church  not  lose  the  field  by 
default.” 

He  proposed  that  the  church  seriously 
investigate  ownership  of  television  and 
radio  stations  because  "they  are 
profitable.”  By  plowing  the  profits  back 
into  production,  he  said,  the  church  could 
develop  quality  programs  which  would 
footer  values  church  members  support 
and  were  uplifting  to  society.  Further,  he 
said,  profits  could  be  used  to  purchase 
additional  stations.  Affiliate  relation¬ 
ships  might  also  be  generated  over  the 
long  term. 

The  executive  said  he  was  well  aware 
that  “there  are  problems.  But  let’s 
investigate  and  decide  on  the  basis  of 
what  we  learn;  let’s  not  simply  lose  the 
field  by  default.”  He  pointed  out  that 
both  the  Roman  Catholic  and  the 
Mormon  churches  already  own  stations. 

Further,  the  communications 
president  called  for  the  development  of  a 
mainline  Protestant  influence  on  the 
West  Coast  which  he  described  as  the 
creative  center  for  television  production. 

Mr.  Cappleman  reported  that  “no 
major  prime  time  television  is  being 
produced  in  New  York  City  anymore. 
Over  the  last  few  years  all  the  networks 
have  moved  their  creative  programming 
units  West.  However,  mainline 
Protestant  influence  is  "invisible.”  The 
creative  community  is  predominantly 
Jewish  with  Irish-Catholics  a  close 
second,  he  said. 

While  there  is  a  good  “UMC  presence 
in  New  York,”  he  said,  there  is  none  in 
the  Los  Angeles/Hollywood  area  except 
for  a  few  “closet  Methodists.  ”  He  added 


that  UMC  visibility  also  needs  to  be 
beefed  up  in  the  nation’s  capital. 

Mr.  Cappleman  also  urged  more 
“creative  collaboration”  between  the 
church  and  secular  television  production 
companies  such  as  that  which  resulted  in 
the  series  entitled  “Six  American 
Families.” 

“The  time  has  come  for  us  to  exercise 
leadership;  the  church  expects  it  of  us,” 
he  concluded.  “Let's  go  to  the  people,  as 
John  Wesley  did,  with  the  Good  News.” 
recognizing  that  today  television  is  the 
most  immediate  way  to  reach  them. 

Of  church  communications  in  general, 
he  said,  “vertical  communications  is  not 
very  good  in  the  UMC;  pastors  throw 
away  more  mail  than  they  are  able  to 
read.  Also,  local  church  volunteer 
workers  are  inadequately  trained  and 
often  unaware  of  where  they  can  get  the 
resources  they  need. 

“As  much  as  churches  are  short  of 
funds,  he  observed,  “we  are  more  short 
of  creativity.  We  could  do  more  with  the 
funds  we  have.”  He  said  the  mainline 
churches  seem  to  lack  evangelistic  zeal 
and  to  be  bogged  down  in  process  and 
management  issues. 


lor  public  worship.  It  was  not  finally 
completed  until  1779,  and  on  August  8, 
1779,  Wesley  notes  in  his  Journal  that  he 
moved  into  his  new  home,  just  in  front 
and  to  the  left  of  the  chapel.  Here,  Wesley 
lived  and  preached  for  the  last  12  years  of 
his  life.  (He  died  March  2, 1791.) 

Neat  but  not  fancy 

Wesley  wrote  in  his  Journal  that  "e 
new  building  was  “perfectly  neat,  but  not 
fancy.”  When  the  chapel  was  opened,  the 
stairs  to  the  gallery  were  inside  the 
chapel.  The  gallery  was  level  with  two 
rows  of  benches  at  the  front  and  only 
standing  room  behind.  There  was  no 
organ.  At  the  services  men  and  women 
sat  separately,  although  this  changed 
after  Wesley’s  death.  There  were  no 
stained-glass  windows  or  memorial 
tablets  for  a  number  of  years  at  first,  but 
in  general,  the  chapel  today  is  like  it  was 
in  Wesley’s  day. 

The  front  portico  was  added  in  1815 
during  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Benson.  In  the  vestibule  are  preserved 
some  of  the  wooden  Man  o’War  masts 
presented  to  Wesley  by  King  George  III. 
These  once  supported  the  balcony.  The 
masts  are  now  plastered  over  to  preserve 
them. 

There  was  a  fire  in  1879,  and  the  chapel 
was  partially  restored  in  1880.  In  1891, 100 
years  after  Wesley’s  death,  the 
renovation  was  completed.  Stained  glass 
windows  were  presented  by  the  smaller 
branches  of  Methodism  in  England  —  the 
Primitive  Methodists,  the  United 
Methodist  Free  Church,  the  Methodist 
New  Connexion  and  the  Wesleyean 
Reform  Union.  A  vestibule,  choir  stalls 
and  an  organ  were  added. 

From  1779-91,  the  chapel  was  an 
effective  spiritual  center  of  Methodism. 
Wesley’s  house  in  front  was  designated 
47  City  Road.  He  occupied  an  apartment 
on  the  first  floor  which  had  a  study, 
bedroom  and  “Prayer-Room”  —  called 
the  “Power  House  of  Methodism.” 
From  the  back  window  Wesley  could  see 
his  chapel  and  also  across  the  way  to 
Bunhill  Fields  where  lay  his  mother. 

Wesley  decided  his  new  chapel  should 
be  wholly  supplied  by  ordained 
clergymen  of  the  Established  Church  on 
Sundays,  when  the  liturgy  should  be 
constantly  read  at  both  morning  and 
evening  services.  No  layman  —  no 
preacher  not  episcopally  ordained  —  was 
allowed  to  officiate  within  its  walls 
except  on  week-days.  Charles  Wesley, 
Thomas  Coke  and  John  Richardson  were 
to  be  its  only  Sabbatic  priests;  Pawson, 
Rankin,  Tennent,  Olivers  and  others, 
though  better  preachers  than  any  of  the 
clergy  trio,  were  not  admitted  because 
their  heads  had  not  been  “touched  by  a 
Bishop’s  fingers.” 

The  result  of  this  arrangement, 
however,  was  a  great  decrease  in 
congregations.  Charles  Wesley  wanted  to 
preach  every  Sunday!  Finally  the 
trustees  of  the  chapel  told  Charles 
Wesley  he  must  not  preach  so  often  and 
to  let  the  lay  preachers  preach 
sometimes.  Poor  Charles  submitted,  but 
he  didn’t  like  it  and  blamed  the 
Dissenters! 

During  the  first  year  after  the  chapel 
was  opened,  there  was  a  decrease  of  123 
members  in  the  London  circuit,  though 


the  Circuit  had  an  unprecedented  staff  of 
ordained  clergymen  and  four  of  the  best 
lay-preachers  in  Wesley’s  movement.  At 
the  Conference  on  August  3,  1779  in 
London,  Wesley  found  that  19  other 
circuits  besides  London  had  a  decrease 
in  members. 

He  was  76  years  old  at  the  time  but  as 
soon  as  the  Conference  was  over,  he  set 


out  with  his  brother  and  family  on  an 
extensive  preaching  tour  which  was  very 
successful.  As  a  result,  in  1780,  Wesley’s 
movement  in  England  alone  showed  a  50 
percent  increase  in  members  for  the  10 
years  after  1770.  The  number  of  circuits 
in  England  increased  in  that  decade  from 
50  to  64;  the  number  of  itinerant 
preachers  increased  from  123  to  171. 

Mr.  Wilder,  a  UM  and  an  attorney  in 
Ft.  Smith,  Ark.,  has  written  several 
books  about  members  of  the  Wesley 
family,  the  latest  entitled  “The  Remark¬ 
able  World  of  John  Wesley,  Pioneer  in 
Mental  Health.  ” 


Two  black  colleges 
may  lose  UM  funds 


Mission  board  briefs 


Classified 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Must 

philosophy  consistent  with  United  Methodist 
Church,  experience  in  organizing  and  coordinating 
religious  education  program  with  baccalaureate  or 
Master  s  degree  Salary  $11,000  per  year.  Send 
inquiry  with  resume  to:  Randolph  Lee.  Chairman  of 
Education.  Jones  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  4101  Ringgold  Rd..  Chattanooga.  Tenn. 
37412 


10  DAY  HOLY  LAND  and  Greece  Tour.  $1,339, 

departing  March  21, 1ST79  from  Houston.  Contact  Rev. 
Fred  Carter,  Drawer  M.  Tomball,  Tex.  77375.  phone 
713  )  351-1934 _ 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  news 
briefs  are  a  wrap-up  of  some  actions 
taken  during  the  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
Detroit.  Mich.,  Oct.  12-21.  For  other 
coverage  of  that  meeting  see  TM/UMR 
Oct.  20  and  Oct  27  issues. 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
UMCOR  grants  funds 
to  projects  around  globe 

More  than  $1.2  million  has  been 
earmarked  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  to  be 
used  in  projects  and  programs  in  40 
countries  around  the  world. 

While  a  sizeable  portion  of  the  money 
will  be  used  for  relief  programs  in  such 
disaster-stricken  areas  of  the  world  as 
Honduras  and  Nicaragua,  funds  also  will 
go  to  rehabilitation,  refugee  resettlement 
and  development  in  Africa,  Asia,  Latin 
America,  the  Middle  East  and  the 
Pacific. 

In  a  footnote  to  the  grants,  Dr.  Harry 
Haines,  top  UMCOR  executive,  pointed 
out  that  income  for  the  fund  continues  to 
decline.  He  said  income  is  down  from 
about  $9  million  in  1976  to  a  projected  $6.4 
million  this  year. 

79  persons  in  mission 
approved  by  board 

A  total  of  79  new  persons  in  mission  — 
to  serve  in  both  the  United  States  and 
around  the  world  —  were  approved  Oct. 
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Theme:  The  Holy  Spirit 
and  Personal  Growth 
November  16-19, 1978 


United  Methodist  Conference  on  the  HOLY  SPIRIT 


Ferguson  United  Methodist  Church 
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St.  Louis.  Mo.  63135 
Write  for  brochure 


Leaders:  Tommy  Tyson.  Jack  Gray 
Worth  Gibson,  Pat  Ritchie 


21  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Thirty-nine  new  missionaries  were 
approved  for  duties  overseas  in  a  wide 
range  of  capacities  from  pastors  to 
agriculturalists  to  airplane  pilots.  Forty 
persons  were  approved  for  work  in  the 
United  States;  they  include  11  home 
missionaries,  sue  deaconesses,  one 
church  and  community  worker,  and  22 
US-2  short-term  workers. 

It  was  announced  that  as  of  the  end  of 
1977  there  were  589  active  UM 
missionaries  serving  overseas  and  that 
50  additional  missionaries  will  be 
recruited  for  overseas  service  in  1979. 
Division  votes  for 
minority  purchases 

A  minimum  of  25  percent  of  services 
and  supplies  purchased  by  the  Education 
and  Cultivation  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
be  secured  from  minority  firms  and 
individuals  by  the  fall  of  next  year, 
according  to  an  action  passed  Oct.  19. 

Approving  a  recommendation  from  its 
Committee  on  Institutional  Racism,  the 
division  committed  itself  to  buy  a 
quarter  of  its  supplies  from  minority 
firms  and  to  make  sure  a  quarter  of  all 
“resource  persons”  —  such  as  writer, 
photographers  and  printers  hired  by  the 
division  —  are  minority  persons. 

‘Work  release’  sought 
for  Russell  Means 

Directors  of  the  national  mission  arm 
of  the  UMC  have  called  for  Russell 
Means,  Native  American  activist  now  in 
the  South  Dakota  State  Penitentiary,  to 
be  released  to  a  “work  release”  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  resolution  points  out  that  Mr. 
Means’  conviction  in  connection  with  a 
-  South  Dakota  shooting  is  in  the  appeals 
process  and  that  attempts  on  his  life 
have  been  made  in  prison. 

The  directors  said  that  Mr.  Means  has 
never  failed  in  the  past  to  appear  at 
bond  hearings  in  which  he  was  involved. 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Two  of  the  10 
black  senior  colleges  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  have  failed  to 
meet  management  guidelines 
established  by  the  1976  General 
Conference  and  are  in  danger  of  losing 
financial  support  from  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Black  College  Fund  (BCF). 

The  10  schools,  along  with  a  medical 
college  in  Nashville  and  a  junior  college 
in  Morristown,  Tenn.,  receive  about  $5 
million  annually  from  the  fund. 

The  staff  of  the  Division  of  Higher 
Education  here  has  notified  officials  at 
Philander  Smith  College  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  and  Wiley  College  in  Marshall, 
Tex.,  that  all  their  BCF  support  will  be 
cut  until  they  make  more  adequate 
progress  in  meeting  the  guidelines. 
Philander  Smith’s  support  is  to  be  cut 
December  31, 1978  and  Wiley’s  support  is 
to  be  cut  January  30, 1979. 

Dr.  James  S.  Barrett,  head  of  the 
division  staff,  said  the  staff  has  offered  to 
assist  the  schools  in  evolving  a  more 
adequate  response  to  the  guidelines,  if 
requested  by  the  trustees. 

The  failure  of  the  two  schools  to  meet 
the  deadlines  was  revealed  here  Oct. 
23  during  a  meeting  of  the  Continu¬ 
ing  Commission  on  the  Black  Colleges. 
The  staff  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry’s  Division  of  Higher 
Education  is  charged  with  seeing  that 
the  guidelines  are  implemented  and 
the  present  commission,  chaired  by 
Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Topeka,  Kans., 
serves  as  an  advisory  group  to  the 
division  staff.  The  commission  voted  to 
reaffirm  the  guidelines  and  went  on 
record  supporting  the  staff  in  seeing  that 
the  guidelines  are  implemented. 

The  guidelines  were  written  to  “help 
the  institutions  manage  themselves 
better  and  to  insure  maximum  returns  on 
the  investments  of  the  church  dollars  in 
these  institutions.”  The  guidelines 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  also 
declare,  “Only  those  institutions 
exhibiting  satisfactory  progress  in  all 
categories,  quantitative  and  qualitative, 
will  be  eligible  for  continued  funding 
after  July  1, 1978.” 

Dr.  Barrett  told  the  commission  it  was 
time  for  them  to  “fish  or  cut  bait,”  to 
“stand  by  the  guidelines  or  to  ignore 
them.”  At  the  same  time,  he  said 
stopping  BCF  support  to  any  of  the 
senior  colleges  “could  be  fatal.” 

All  of  the  guidelines  not  met  by 
Philander  Smith  were  not  revealed 
during  the  commission  meeting  but  it 
was  learned  that  a  “first  priority” 
warning  had  been  given  to  the  school 
concerning  the  relationship  of  its  tuition 
and  fees  to  general  revenue.  The 
guidelines  require  the  gross  tuition  and 
fees  income  of  any  school  to  be  a 
minimum  of  45  percent  of  the  educational 
and  general  revenue,  with  60  percent  as  a 
goal. 

When  asked  during  the  commission 
meeting  about  the  achievement  of 
Philander  Smith,  the  president  of  the 
school,  Dr.  Walter  R.  Hazzard  Sr., 
reported  23  percent.  In  light  of  increased 
competition  from  neighboring  public  and 
independent  schools, he  told  commission 
members  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
school  to  increase  its  tuition  fee.  The 
number  of  full-time  equivalency  students 
at  Philander  Smith  dropped  from  692  in 


1977-78  to  567  in  1978-79. 

Bishop  Dixon,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Kansas  Area,  is  a  former  president  at 
Philander  Smith.  The  commission 
membership  also  includes  three 
presidents  of  black  colleges:  John  T. 
King,  Huston-Tillotson  College,  Austin, 
Tex.,  William  A.  McMillan,  Rust 
College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss.;  and 
Robert  R.  Hayes  Sr.,  Wiley  College, 
Marshall,  Tex.  The  three  said  they 
considered  the  guidelines  and  the 
process  used  as  being  “fair.” 

Some  of  the  commission  members 
strongly  criticized  trustees  of  the  black 
colleges,  saying  many  do  not  take  their 
responsibility  seriously  and  too  often 
blame  the  presidents. 

High  court 
backs  quota 

DENVER  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodism’s  “three-thirds  rule”  for 
membership  on  governing  bodies  of 
denominational  boards  and  agencies  was 
upheld  here  Oct.  27  in  a  unanimous 
decision  by  the  Judicial  Council. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
“supreme  court”  ruled  that  it  is  within 
the  bounds  of  the  denomination’s 
Constitution  for  churchwide  and  annual 
conference  boards  and  agencies  to  be 
required  to  be  composed  of  one  third 
clergy,  one  third  laymen  and  one  third 
laywomen.  The  legislation  in  question 
was  passed  at  the  UMC’s  1972  General 
Conference.  The  question  of  the 
legislation’s  constitutionality  was  raised 
by  the  denomination’s  General  Council 
on  Ministry  (GCOM). 

The  GCOM  said  that  it  wanted  the 
Judicial  Council  to  determine  whether 
the  formula  is  constitutional  in  light  of 
what  has  been  considered  a 
denominational  tradition  of  equal  repre¬ 
sentation  between  clergy  and  laypersons 
in  legislative  assemblies  and  on 
governing  bodies  of  boards  and  agencies. 

In  its  decision,  the  nine-member  high 
court  said  the  church’s  Constitution  gives 
to  the  General  Conference  “the  power  to 
establish  general  church  and  annual 
conference  boards  and  agencies,  which 
includes  the  power  to  define  size  and 
representation.” 

As  to  the  tradition  of  equal  lay /clergy 
representation,  the  council  said:  “We  do 
not  find  any  consistent  historic  principle 
of  equal  lay  and  clergy  representation  in 
any  of  the  predecessor  bodies  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Neither  do  we  find 
any  constitutional  mandates  for  equal 
lay  and  clergy  representation  other  than 
in  delegates  to  the  General  Conference 
.  .  .  and  membership  in  annual 
conferences ...” 

In  other  matters,  the  high  court: 

•  said  that  an  ordained  minister 
coming  into  the  UMC  from  another 
denomination  does  not  necessarily  need 
to  be  re-ordained,  but  left  the  final 
decision  with  the  annual  conference 
concerned; 

•  found  that  General  Conference  “has 
not  granted  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
or  any  of  its  units  the  power  or  authority 
to  amend  or  create  new  official  rituals” 
for  the  church. 


A  New  Resource  on  .  .  . 

Saving  the  Family  Farm 
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The  Family  Farm: 
Can  It  Be  Saved? 


Struggle  for  Survival, 

Now  Is  the  Time  to  Act. 

"The  Best  Policy  =  Less  Policy.'" 
American  Agriculture  Movement. 

"We  Really  Want  to  Farm!" 


Here's  another  key 
study  resource  in  the 
United  Methodist 
Church's  effort  to  deal 
with  worldwide 
hunger.  This  special 
48-page  issue  on  the 
family  farm  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  as 
part  of  engage/ social 
action  magazine. 

Copies  of  this 
resource  are  available 
for  only  1 0  cents 
each.  Order  from: 
Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  100  Maryland 
Ave.  N.E.,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D  C.  20002.  Order 
No.  E2045. 
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La.  Wesley  Fom/^httiorts 
Could  Be  Facing^ 


Campus  ministers  at  the 
i-  *■  Wesley  Foundations  related  to 

1  Z  the  universities  in  Louisiana 

’Z  depend  for  their  salaries  on 

<  contributions  to  the  Higher 

Education  Fund. 

With  only  two  months  until 
the  end  of  the  year,  less  than 
half  the  askings  due  have  been 
paid.  Since  salaries  depend  on  current  receipts, 
this  shortage  is  posing  a  serious  problem  for  our 
campus  ministry. 

Unless  there  is  a  substantial  increase  in 
contributions,  Wesley  Foundation  work  will  have 
to  be  curtailed  at  many  of  our  campuses. 
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Ray  Branton  Writes  . . . 


Why  Does  It  Appeal  To  So  Many? 


Hal  Lindsey’s  book,  “The  Late.  Great 
Planet  Earth,”  has  been  one  of  the 
biggest  sellers  in  religious  book 
publishing  history.  Curious,  I  once 
bought  a  copy  in  an  airport  and  read  it.  I 
have  wondered  ever  since  why  it  appeals 
to  so  many. 

Now,  Dr.  Theodore  Runyon,  of  Emory 
University’s  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
offers  some  clues  in  an  article  in  the 
December-February  issue  of  “Adult 
Leader,’’  a  Cokesbury  publication. 

Hope  for  the  future  and  answers  to 
troubling  questions  are  what  most 
persons  who  are  attracted  to  Lindsey 
seem  to  find  in  his  writings,  says  Dr. 
Runyon.  But  are  Lindsey's  answers 
true?  Is  the  hope  he  offers  actually  the 
Christian  hope? 

Lindsey’s  appeal  appears  to  have  at 
least  three  aspects.  First,  he  presents 
precise  predictions  of  the  future.  Bits  and 


pieces  are  taken  from  various  parts  of 
the  Bible,  without  reference  to  the 
meaning  of  the  passages  from  which  they 
were  taken,  and  put  together  so  that  they 
appear  to  Lindsey  to  predict  20th  century 
events  in  detail. 

Thus,  Lindsey  appears  to  suggest  that 
the  “real”  meaning  of  these  verses  was 
obscure  for  20  centuries  until  he 
explained  them. 

Second,  Lindsey  appears  to  provide 
religious  sanction  for  the  fears  of  some 
white  Anglo-Saxon  Protestants.  Various 
nations  and  races  are  identified  as 
opposed  to  God  in  the  coming  world 
crisis. 

Significantly,  White  Anglo-Saxon  Pro¬ 
testants,  especially  those  who  believe 
like  Lindsey,  are  not  listed  among  the 
opponents  of  God. 


Rev.  Peyton  Serves  Board 


A  recent  edition  of  the  “Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Reporter”  carried  a 
special  page  for  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation.  Among  the  items  on 
that  display  was  a  recognition  of  those 
United  Methodists  who  had  been 
nominated  for  membership  on  the 


Robert  L.  Peyton 


Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 
Board  of  Trustees. 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District,  is 
another  who  has  been  nominated  foi 
membership  on  the  LMCF  Board  ol 
Trustees. 

“After  having  spent  nine  years  at  First 
Church,  West  Monroe,  it  is  felt  that  Rev. 
Peyton  will  strengthen  a  board  of 
trustees  which  is  responsible  for  such 
important  work  across  the  state  of 
Louisiana,”  according  to  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Harrington,  director  of  promotion. 

Mark  A.  Tullos,  LMCF  executive 
director,  expresses  his  appreciation  for 
all  the  newly  nominated  trustees  —  Dr. 
W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  Dr.  Wyatt  D.  Boddie 
and  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton.  Also,  he  is 
again  thanking  those  churches,  pastors 
and  individuals  who  gave  their  support  to 
LMCF  during  the  June-July  summer 
appeal. 

Tullos  says,  “call  on  us  when  you  need 
us  for  organizing  to  encourage 
responsible  television,  to  call  a  local 
option  election,  to  win  a  local  option 
election,  to  win  a  Sunday  referendum,  to 
control  obscenity  and  pornography,  to 
make  appearances  in  schools  against 
drug  abuse  with  LMCF  Teams,  to  gain 
information  about  the  Legislature  (when 
in  session),  and  to  make  church 
appearances  for  retreats,  workshops  and 
spiritual  concerns.” 


One  of  the  reasons  for  this  sntetaM  is  believed 
to  be  the  change  made  this  year  to  raising  money 
for  the  Wesley  Foundations  on  a  state-wide  basis 
rather  than  through  the  districts  in  which  the 
units  are  located. 

Another  possible  confusion  is  that  some 
treasurers  may  not  realize  the  asking  for  Higher 
Education  actually  replaces  the  old  Wesley 
Foundation  asking. 

Our  Conference  commission  on  Higher 
Education,  through  its  chairman,  Dr.  Bill 
Patrick,  has  recently  brought  this  problem  to  the 
attention  of  pastors  by  letter.  Church  officials 
are  requested  to  review  their  church’s  giving  to 
this  fund  and  to  pay  it  up  to  date  if  at  all  possible. 


At  this  point,  doesn’t  Lindsey  appear  to 
ignore  Jesus’  sayings  in  Matthew  25, 
where  he  makes  clear  the  judgment  will 
fall  on  those  who  believe  the  day  will  be 
one  of  special  favor  for  themselves? 

Third,  Lindsey  appears  to  offer  a 
comfortable  approach  to  salvation  which 
gives  believers  permission  to  retreat 
from  a  world  already  doomed  to 
destruction  in  order  to  wait  for  “the 
rapture"  when  they  will  be  snatched  up 
out  of  this  evil  age  as  a  sign  of  the 
imminent  return  of  Christ. 

Would  such  a  view,  if  followed 
rigorously,  lead  to  an  abandonment  of 
witness  and  service  in  the  world  in  the 
name  of  Christ?  At  the  very  least,  it 
seems  to  give  little  motivation  for 
grappling  with  the  issues  and  problems 
of  our  time. 

It  is  not  enough,  however,  merely  to 
raise  questions  about  Hal  Lindsey  s 
approach.  We  must  ask  ourselves  how  we 
are  responding,  as  individuals  and  as  a 
church,  to  the  great  hunger  for  hope  to 
which  Lindsey’s  book  has  responded.  It  is 
what  we  are  for,  not  what  we  are  against, 
that  counts  most. 

A  book  which  presents  an  alternative 
view  of  the  Christian  hope,  for  those  who 
want  to  study  this  Biblical  theme,  is 
“Vision  at  Patmos,”  by  Catherine  and 
Justo  Gonzalez.  A  study  book  on  the  Book 
of  Revelation  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Women,  this  text  deserves 
wider  circulation  than  such  works 
normally  receive.  It  provides  a  clear 
vision  of  the  Christian  hope  which  I 
believe  is  deeply  scriptural. 

More  important,  we  can  affirm  that  the 
Christian  hope  is  not  found  through 
retreat  from  the  world,  but  by 
involvement  in  the  problems,  stresses 
and  anxieties  of  life. 

We  can  say,  with  Dag  Hammarskjold, 
“In  our  time,  the  road  to  holiness  leads 
necessarily  through  the  world  or  action.” 

Runyon,  in  his  conclusion,  says  the 
same  thing  a  bit  differently:  “On  the  day 
of  judgment,  we  will  not  be  asked 
whether  our  Bible  studies  were 
interesting,  but  whether  they  made  any 
difference  in  our  relationships  with  our 
neighbors.” 

Isn’t  it  true  that  Christian  hope  is  most 
often  kindled  in  our  hearts  when  we  have, 
by  word  or  deed,  shared  that  hope  with 
others? 

(Ray  Branton  is  editor  of  the 
” Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter" 
and  director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  Editorials  and  Letters  to  the 
Editor  are  welcome. ) 


Art  Linkletter  and  Jane  Jayroe  a  former  Miss  America,  talk  with  a  group  of  youngsters  during 
production  of  the  television  series,  “The  Other  School  System.” 

‘Other  School  System’  Coming 


“The  Other  School  System,”  a 
TV  series,  consisting  of  12,  30-minute 
programs  on  different  aspects  of 
teaching  in  church  schools, 
preschool  programs,  day  care 
centers  and  community  service 
agencies  —  such  as  scouting,  Y 
programs,  4-H,  etc.,  will  be  aired 
here  Sunday. 

Hosted  by  Art  Linkletter  and  Jane 
Jayroe,  the  series  is  scheduled  to  be 
shown  in  Louisiana  over  Public 
Broadcast  Stations,  in  December 
and  January.  The  following  stations 
have  agreed  to  broadcast  it:  WYES, 
Channel  12,  New  Orleans;  WLPB, 
Channel  27,  Baton  Rouge;  KLTM, 
Channel  13,  Monroe;  and  KLTS, 
Channel  24,  Shreveport.  Definite 
broadcast  times  have  not  been 
announced. 

The  programs  are  designed  for 
persons  who  are  concerned  about 
the  education  of  children  and  youth. 
Chiefly,  these  are  volunteer 
teachers,  group  leaders  and  parents 
who  have  an  interest  in  furthering 
the  moral  and  spiritual  development 
of  the  children  and  youth  in  their 
care. 

Unlike  many  other  teaching 
programs,  this  series  recognizes 
that  there  are  important  differences 
between  professional  teaching  and 
volunteer  teaching.  Some  of  our 
most  important  and  long-lasting 


teaching,  namely,  the  moral  and 
ethical  values  that  shape  our  lives, 
takes  place  in  volunteer  settings  and 
depends  heavily  on  the  willingness 
of  volunteer  teachers,  leaders  and 
parents. 

Yet  studies  reveal  that  most 
volunteer  teachers  receive  less  than 
two  hours  of  formal  instruction  per 
year  in  how  to  teach  and  many 
receive  none  at  all.  Also,  studies 
have  revealed  that  the  closer  we  can 
bring  training  to  the  people,  more 
people  will  take  part  in  training 

By  using  the  powerful  medium  of 
television,  this  instructional  series 
brings  the  learning  experience 
directly  into  the  homes  of  persons 
who  desire  it. 

Accompanying  the  series  are 
supplementary  study  materials  that 
describe  the  issues,  promote  self- 
reflection.  and  motivate  further 
thought  and  study. 

Guides  are  $1  from  Discipleship 
Resources,  P.  O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
TN  37202. 

Programs  in  the  series  are:  The 
Volunteer  Teacher;  Children  as 
Learners;  Setting,  Learning 
Environments;  Story  Telling; 
Learners;  Setting,  Learning  Envi¬ 
ronments.  Story  Telling;  Learning 
Centers;  Group  Communication; 
Discipline;  Different  Ways  of  Learn¬ 


ing;  Goal  Setting;  Evaluation;  Faith 
Development;  and  Moral  Develop¬ 
ment. 

World  Service  Agency,  is  one  of  the 
groups  helping  fund  this  project 

“This  television  series  provides  a 
major  breakthrough  opportunity  to 
deliver  training  to  teachers  in  their 
own  homes  with  maximum 
convenience  to  the  teacher  Further, 
it  provides  an  opportunity  to  train 
teachers  on  a  far  more  massive 
scale  than  our  denomination  has 
ever  tried  before.  Each  program 
provides  information,  skill  training, 
observation,  and  examples  of  the 
subject  matter,"  states  James  E. 
Alexander,  executive  director, 
communication  and  data  gathering 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

If  the  local  Public  Television 
Station  in  your  area  is  not  planning 
to  broadcast  this  series  you  might 
want  to  drop  a  note  to  the  manager 
of  the  station  expressing  your 
interest  in  seeing  it.  The  network 
can  only  make  the  programs 
available,  each  individual  station 
decides  whether  or  not  to  broadcast 
them  in  their  area  and  when. 

A  large  group  of  Protestant, 
Catholic  and  Jewish  Organizations 
as  well  as  a  grant  from. the  Kerr 
Foundation,  made  the  series 
possible. 


Home  No .  23  To  Be  Dedicated 


On  Nov.  19  the  dedication  service  for 
the  Retirement  Home  in  Alexandria  will 
be  held. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will 
present  the  address  of  acceptance. 

Other  ministers  on  the  program  are  A. 
Jerome  Cain,  D.S.  Alexandria  District; 
William  P.  Fraser,  host  minister;  James 
L.  Adams,  Chairman  of  the  Retired 
Minister’s  Home  Board  and  pastor  of 
Nolley  UMC  in  Jena,  and  Bruce  Layman, 
associate  minister  of  First  Church  in 
Alexandria. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry  are  living 
in  the  home  and  will  respond  with  a 
statement  of  appreciation. 

The  home  was  built  on  a  50/50  basis 
with  First  UMC  in  Alexandria. 

The  building  committee  includes 
Ragan  K.  Nelson,  chairman;  Charles 
White.  Mrs.  W.  D.  Carruth  and  Paul 
White. 

Open  House  will  be  from  2:30  to  4:30 
p.m. 

This  is  the  23rd  home  for  retired 
ministers  completed  by  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Retired  Minister’s 
Home  Board. 

The  24th  home  is  in  Ponchatoula  and  is 
now  occupied  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  St. 
Amant. 

The  25th  home  in  Amite  is  to  be 
dedicated  Nov.  26.  It  is  occupied  by  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Will  Finnin. 


Retirement  Home 


1000  Club  Renamed 


Evangelism  Report 

Jan.  1  — 

Sept.  30,  1978 

MEMBERSHIP 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  MEMBERSHIP 

NET  GAIN/ 

DISTRICT 

1/1/78 

RECEIVED 

REMOVED 

9/30/89 

LOSS 

Alexandria 

10,188 

320 

205 

10,303 

+  115 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond 

17,053 

727 

547 

17,233 

+  180 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

16,758 

550 

466 

16,842 

+  84 

Lake  Charles 

13,858 

357 

254 

13,961 

+103 

Monroe 

15,072 

594 

363 

15,303 

+231 

New  Orleans-Houma 

16,277 

499 

680 

16,096 

-  181 

New  Orleans-Slidell 

14,888 

744 

597 

15,035 

+  147 

Ruston 

10,683 

215 

193 

10,705 

+  22 

Shreveport 

22,013 

999 

695 

22,317 

+304 

TOTALS 

136,790 

5,005 

4,000 

137,795 

+  1,005 

Several  Churches  Not  Reporting 

NET  GAIN  1,005 

At  a  recent  meeting  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Laity  passed  a 
resolution  to  change  the  name  of 
the  1000  Club  to  the  Bob  Lay 
Memorial  1000  Club  in  memory 
of  Robert  P.  Lay  who  served  as 
Conference  Lay  Leader  for  16 
years. 

Lay  was  also  the  one  who 
founded  the  1000  Club. 

The  resolution  states:  “He  was 
a  dear  friend  to  so  many  through¬ 
out  Louisiana  Methodism,  a 
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friend  and  counselor  to  many 
young  developing  ministers  in 
the  Conference,  and  his  life  was 
an  effective  witness  for  his  God 
and  an  inspiration  to  his  fellow 
workers  in  the  church.” 
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Editorials 

We  must  discipline  ourselves  in 
our  process  of  selecting  priorities 


At  the  close  of  United  Methodism's  1976 
General  Conference  in  Portland,  Oregon, 
TM/UMR  asked  editorially:  “How  long 
can  our  apportionment  system  survive 
new  priorities'?” 

While  affirming  the  importance  of  the 
three  "missional  priorities”  just  passed 
by  the  General  Conference  at  that  time, 
we  posed  the  pragmatic  financial 
question  of  how  long  the  church  could 
continue  to  engage  in  the  seemingly  con¬ 
tradictory  activity  of  adding  new 
■priorities”  without  really  prioritizing  — 
of  adding  new  apportioned  and  unappor¬ 
tioned  funds  without  removing  any  of  the 
askings  from  the  already  bulging  list 
confronting  the  membership. 

With  the  1980  General  Conference  only 
18  months  away  the  same  question  still 
confronts  the  church.  And  in  recent 
weeks  this  concern  has  been  heightened 
by  a  series  of  proposals  from  general 
boards  and  agencies  for  new 
•priorities.”  In  addition  to  a  proposal 
that  the  current  “missional  priorities" 
(world  hunger,  ethnic  minority  local 
churches,  and  evangelism)  be  continued 
four  more  years,  three  new  priority 
recommendations  have  emerged: 

(1)  The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  is  seeking  to  have  church-re¬ 
lated  higher  education  added  to  the  list. 

(2)  The  Board  of  Discipleship  may  re¬ 
commend  a  quadrennial  emphasis  on  the 
family.  (3)  The  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  believes  church  development 
in  Africa  should  be  an  emphasis. 

Our  reaction  is  essentially  the  same  as 
it  was  in  1976:  Each  of  these  proposed 
priorities  are  not  only  worthy  of  our 
attention,  but  are  urgent  demands  on  our 
efforts  to  be  the  Body  of  Christ  in  the 
world.  If  we  are  not  concerned  as  a 
church  about  each  of  them,  we  are  falling 
short  in  our  witness  as  Christians  in  a 
world  of  need. 

Somewhere,  sometime,  however,  we 
must  come  to  grips  with  a  basic  fact:  We 
cannot  make  everything  a  priority  at 


once,  or  else  nothing  is  really  a  priority. 
Stated  theologically,  that  means  that 
while  God  is  of  infinite  power,  human 
beings  and  the  church  are  finite.  To 
pretend  otherwise  by  continuing  to 
•  prioritize”  ourselves  into  impotence 
will  serve  no  constructive  purpose. 

One  lesson  we  should  have  learned 
from  the  lack  luster  response  of  the 
church's  members  to  the  three  missional 
priorities  of  this  quadrennium  is  that  the 
setting  of  priorities  does  not  in  itself 
guarantee  missional  success.  Three  "top 
priorities”  are  not  three  times  as 
valuable  to  our  missional  effort  as  one 
priority.  And  six  "top  priorities”  won  t 
evoke  six  times  the  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  as  one.  We  should  serve  the 
cause  of  Christ  more  effectively  by 
accepting  our  human  limitations,  by 
adopting  no  more  than  one  "top  priority” 
each  quadrennium,  and  by  promoting  the 
others  on  a  voluntary,  "second-mile” 
giving  basis. 

In  the  past  decade  our  denomination 
has  operated  increasingly  under 
financial  assumptions  which  have 
caused  "World  Service”  —  the  basic 
general  fund  of  our  church  —  to  be  de- 
emphasized  in  favor  of  a  long  list  of 
special  apportioned  benevolence  funds. 
Add  to  this  the  current  attempts  to 
proliferate  funds  for  "missional 
priorities”  and  we  have  a  confusing 
mess. 

We  urge  the  UMC’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  at  their 
meetings  between  now  and  the  next 
General  Conference  to  begin  developing 
a  process  to  help  the  church  discipline 
itself  against  such  counter-productive 
proliferation  of  "priorities.” 

Unless  we  discipline  ourselves  as  a 
church  to  making  the  necessary  hard 
decisions  to  narrow  a  field  of  worthwhile 
priorities  to  a  single  "top  priority”  for 
the  quadrennium,  our  efforts  to  reach  out 
to  the  world  in  unity  will  be  frustrated. 


NOVEMBER  10.  1978 


Here  I  Stand 

‘Good  News’ is  not  good  news 
to  ethnics,  women,  the  church 


By  IGNACIO  C ASTUER.A 

When  I  became  a  Methodist  in  1954, 
Protestant-Catholic  relations  were  at  a 
very  low  point.  I  remember  an  analysis 
ol  the  official  name  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  The  author  of  that 
analysis  concluded  that,  in  fact,  the 
church  was  neither  Roman  nor  Catholic. 

A  similar  analysis  can  be  made  today 
ot  the  so-called  "Good  News”  caucus  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  When  this 
faction's  positions  are  examined  care¬ 
fully  one  realizes  that  they  are  not 
good  news  and  that  the  evangelical 
message  implied  in  their  name  is 
betrayed  by  the  actions  and  strategies 
followed  so  far. 

"Good  News"  is  no  good  news  to 
ethnics.  Hidden  in  the  pious  platitudes  of 
the  pronouncements  of  the  "Good  News” 
caucus  are  the  bad  news  to  ethnics  that 
they  should  no  longer  be  assured  of 
adequate  representation  in  the  boards 
and  agencies  of  the  church.  This  betrays 
the  true  Good  News  of  the  gospel. 

Members  of  the  caucus  make  an 
attempt  to  defend  this  obviously  racist 
stance  by  indicating  that  in  the  last  few 
years  minorities  have  been  dispropor¬ 
tionately  represented  in  the  bodies  of  the 


church  and  that  a  whole  generation  of 
white  men  are  being  denied  the  right  to 
participate  in  these  boards. 

Two  replies  to  this  baseless  argument 
are  that  no  one  is  being  denied 
participation  since  the  size  of  the 
membership  of  boards  was  enlarged  to 
begin  with,  and  that  most  of  the  ethnic 
members  come  in  through  the  back  door 
of  the  "at-large”  category  of  mem¬ 
bership.  Secondly  —  this  is  more  im¬ 
portant  -  a  biblical  concept  of  charity 
and  justice  is  being  used  in  the  process. 
Behind  the  words  translated  as  charity 
or  almsgiving  in  the  Bible  stands  the 
concept  of  sedaka  or  retribution.  The 
biblical  message  is  not  as  concerned  with 
egalitarianism  as  it  is  with  retribution. 
The  notions  of  sin  and  of  redemption 
from  sin  are  intimately  tied  to  the  more 
fundamental  issue  of  retribution. 

Biblical  retributive  justice  makes  it 
imperative  that  those  who  were  silenced 
so  long  because  of  racist  policies  be  now 
allowed  to  speak.  What  appears  as 
disproportion  to  the  members  of  "Good 
News”  is  merely  the  working  out  of  the 
principle  of  retributive  justice. 

"Good  News"  is  no  good  news  to 
women.  Some  of  the  arguments 


My  Witness 

Attending  church  is  important 


We  don’t  need  ‘tortilla  curtain’ 


The  decision  by  the  United  States 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
to  erect  what  is  being  referred  to  by 
many  persons  as  a  "tortilla  curtain” 
along  our  nation’s  border  with  Mexico  in 
Texas  and  in  California  is  saddening. 

While  it  is  both  proper  and  necessary 
for  any  nation  to  take  measures  to 
monitor  and  control  the  flow  of  non¬ 
citizens  across  its  borders,  we  believe  the 
proposed  fence  is  an  unreasonable  and 
improper  response  to  that  need. 

We  object  to  the  wall  primarily  on  the 
basis  of  its  design  —  a  12-foot .  high,  -» 
concrete  and  steel  mesh  barrier  topped 
with  a  barbed  wire  fence.  Such  a  fence  is 
more  than  a  border  barrier  ;  it  is  a  weapon 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


designed  to  maim  anyone  who  tries  to 
cross  it.  Its  appearance  will  undoubtedly 
spark  images  in  the  minds  of  both 
Mexicans  and  Americans  which  are 
more  in  keeping  with  the  "iron  curtain" 
mentality  of  Russian-dominated  Eastern 
Europe  than  with  the  ideals  for  which  our 
nation  stands. 

We  hope  the  time  has  not  come  when 
the  nation  which  has  said  to  the  world 
"give  me  your  tired,  your  poor,  your 
huddled  masses  yearning  to  be  free" 
would  sanction  such  a  horrendous 
structure  along  its  border 

We  urge  United  Methodists  to  oppose 
the  "tortilla  curtain”  as  a  matter  of 
Christian  conscience. 


By  LeANNE  ANDRICHAK 

Many  of  us  know'  the  importance  of 
worship  through  church  attendance,  but 
feel  inept  when  trying  to  explain  it  to 
others.  People  who  exclude  this  form  of 
worship  from  their  lives  often  give 
reasons  such  as:  Christians  are 
hypocrites;  no  one  is  friendly;  1  hate 
dressing  up;  Sunday  is  MY  day  to  enjoy 
tennis,  fishing,  etc.  These  people  avoid 
admitting  that  those  in  church  are  real 
folks  with  real  faults  like  everyone  else. 

The  people  found  in  churches  are  as 
human  as  all  of  us  and  come  from  all 
walks  of  life.  Some  are  not  Christians 
yet,  but  at  least  are  willing,  in  spite  of 
their  shortcomings,  to  go  and  seek  God 
Some  are  there  trying  their  best  to  be 
Christian  by  serving  God  through 
serving  the  church  and  others.  Some  are 
even  there  for  all  the  wrong  reasons,  but 
this  is  the  best  place  they  could  be.  Often 
these  people  learn  good  values  and  are 
recreated  through  their  church 
attendance. 

If  we  avoided  all  establishments  where 
hypocrites  were  present,  we  could  not  go 
anywhere  humans  gathered.  As  for  the 
matter  of  friendliness,  this  too  is  only  an 
excuse.  There  are  always  members  that 
other  members  do  not  yet  know  and  this 
makes  it  difficult  to  know  who  the 


visitors  are.  It  may  take  a  few  visits  to  be 
recognized.  It  is  possible  you  may  come 
across  an  unfriendly  church,  but  you  can 
always  look  elsewhere.  As  for  dressing 
up,  many  churches  today  are  predom¬ 
inantly  quite  casual  and  are  easy  to 
find  if  this  is  a  serious  issue  with  you. 
And  no  one  has  a  hobby  that  would  suffer 
significantly  if  he  took  an  hour  to  attend 
church  on  Sunday. 

So  what  is  the  real  reason  some  of  us 
will  not  attend  church?  Because  it  is 
easier  to  stay  home  and  put  off  facing 
the  fact  that  we  do  not  have  a  healthy 
relationship  with  God.  Some  think  they 
would  have  to  give  up  something,  never 
learning  the  truth.  We  all  need  some 
amount  of  church  attendance  in  our 
routines.  How  much?  We  each  need  to  go 
as  often  as  it  takes  for  us  to  build  and 
keep  alive  a  strong  Christian  faith  —  the 
daily-living  type  faith  that  gives  us  back 
our  pride  and  self-confidence.  It  is  too 
easy,  without  this  special  form  of 
worship,  to  try  to  carry  the  load  alone 
forgetting  we  have  our  Lord  as  a  refuge. 
We  escape  from  our  problems  through 
food,  jobs,  alcohol,  drugs,  infidelity  or 
any  number  of  other  ways.  Some  may 
call  these  only  human  weakness,  but  we 
can  all  avoid  them  until  problems  or  guilt 
bury  us,  or  we  find  a  vacuum  in  our  lives 


that  needs  to  be  filled.  Often  we  exclude 
God  s  will  only  to  blame  him  when  things 
finally  cave  in  around  us. 

It  is  never  too  late  to  receive  the  Lord's 
beautiful  peace.  All  it  takes  is  a 
repentant,  submissive  heart,  faith  and 
prayer.  There  are  some  of  God's  children 
in  every  church  who  know  these  truths 
and  want  to  share  His  love  with  you.  But 
if  you  avoid  church  because  the  people 
are  not  perfect  —  or  for  any  other  reason 
—  you  are  not  even  giving  yourself  a  fair 
chance.  Don't  exploit  God's  gift  to  you  of 
a  free  will.  Accept  his  forgiveness  by 
forgiving  yourself,  forgetting  the  past 
and  only  looking  forward.  Soon  you  will 
find  a  fabulous  joy  alive  in  yourself  that 
makes  you  anxious  to  be  in  His  house 
whenever  possible.  Take  your  guilt  and 
problems  to  the  church  with  you  and 
leave  them  there  with  God.  He  wants  to 
cast  them  into  the  sea  of  forgetfulness. 
Happiness  is  His  true  wish  for  you. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week’s  contributor,  LeAnne 
Andrichak,  is  youth  director  at  Christ 
UMC  in  Enid.  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference). 


Membership  renewal  plan  needed  in  church 


To  the  Editor: 

A  bold  congratulations  is  due  to 
Richard  H.  Peterson  for  his  creative  and 
thoughtful  article  on  membership 
renewal  (TM/UMR,  October 26). 

For  a  number  of  years,  I  have  agonized 
over  the  painful  matter  of  removing 
names  from  the  membership  rolls. 

However,  I  have  also  witnessed  the 

•foot-dragging  which  can  occur  when  Discipline  n eed s  d  isciplinc 


Undoubtedly  our  numerical  numbers 
would  drop  for  a  time,  but  we  would 
witness  a  revitalization  within  the  church 
as  people  interested  in  serving  found  that 
their  voices  did  count.  Further,  the 
efforts  of  those  actively  serving  Christ 
could  be  more  effective! 

Roger  B.  Tanquist 
Fairmont,  Minnesota 


positive  action  is  curtailed  by  those  who 
are  active  only  to  the  extent  of  voting 
"no"  on  vital  issues. 

Mr.  Peterson's  plan  would  resolve  the 
matter  in  a  method  based  on  Scripture. 
Everyone  interested  in  serving  Christ 
and  His  church  would  maintain  a  voice  in 
the  vital  affairs  of  His  work.  I 
wholeheartedly  support  the  plan  and 
hope  that  it  can  be  brought  before  the 
1980  General  Conference. 
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To  the  Editor: 

The  article  by  Richard  H.  Peterson, 
headlined  "Membership  renewal 
Jubilee’  year  needed”  (TM/UMR. 
October  27 )  is  timely  indeed. 

Let's  put  some  discipline  in  our  "Dis¬ 
cipline"  and  adopt  a  membership  policy 
that  will  enable  the  local  churches  to 
enforce  (with  love)  the  obligations  we  all 
took  upon  joining  our  respective 
denomination. 

Our  entire  society  is  suffering  from  the 
lack  of  discipline,  and  our  church  will 
become  much  better  and  more  alive  with 
the  adoption  of  such  a  plan.  The  fields  are 
ripe  for  the  harvest  and  the  workmen  are 
*ew'  David  M.  Rafferty 

Elizabethtown,  Kentucky 
Perspective  offered 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  concerning  your  report  of 
a  comment  I  made  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  (TM/UMR.  October  13).  First,  I 
would  make  it  clear  that  the  reporting 
was  accurate.  However,  the  single 
statement  quoted,  taken  out  of  context, 
would  indicate  to  some  that  I  feel 
something  less  than  full  support  for 
Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa. 

My  intent  was  just  the  opposite.  My 
concern  was  that  such  support  need  not 
always  assume  agreement  on  every 
issue.  I  have  persons  in  the  Illinois  Area 
with  whom  I  feel  strong  mutual  support, 
but  with  whom  I  often  disagree  over 
specific  issues.  This  is  as  it  should  be. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  is  living  amidst 
unbelievable  tensions,  and  facing 
extremely  difficult  and  complicated 
decisions  daily.  In  such  a  situation,  every 
human  being  is  subject  to  fallible 
judgment.  Abel  Muzorewa  deserves  the 
full  moral,  spiritual  and  financial 
support  of  our  whole  church.  He  is 
ministering  on  behalf  of  all  of  us,  and  his 
ministry  can  directly  influence  the 
peace,  not  only  of  Zimbabwe,  but  of  the 
entire  world.  Leroy  C.  Hodapp 

Springfield,  Illinois 
Sermons  available 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  Dozier  Perdue's  letter  in  the 
October  13  issue  of  TM/UMR  in  response 
to  Sanford  Wylie’s  earlier  letter 
regarding  the  unavailability  of  Wesley’s 
sermons. 


Both  gentlemen  will  be  happy  to  know 
that  there  is  a  paper  back  book  entitled 
"John  Wesley’s  Forty-Four  Sermons” 
published  by  the  Epworth  Press  in 
London.  I  purchased  a  copy  in  September 
(1978)  at  the  Wesley  home  (museum)  in 
London.  Inside  the  book  is  a  note  that 
inquiries  should  be  addressed  to:  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  Wellington 
Road,  Wimbledon,  London  SW  19  8EU.  I 
don’t  have  the  exact  price  but  it  was 
about  3  pounds  which  at  that  time  was 
equivalent  to  approximately  $6.00. 

Also  available  (and  I’m  sorry  now  that 
I  didn't  buy  it)  is  a  paper  back  book  titled 
"Mr.  Wesley’s  Notes  on  the  New 
Testament."  It  was  5  pounds  or 
approximately  $10.00 

These  books,  especially  the  notes  on 
the  N  T.,  were  reprinted  in  paperback  to 
coordinate  with  the  opening  of  the 
Shelia  Touquan 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Preachers  have  message? 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  issue  of  TM/UMR  carried  an 
article  by  Vernon  Schmid  expressing 
deep  concern  over  an  “unforgiveable 
dullness  in  the  realm  of  preaching.”  It 
was  indicated  that  perhaps  10  percent  of 
pulpit  occupants  handled  that  chore  with 
any  degree  of  effectiveness.  Low  priority 
of  the  importance  of  preaching  was 
suggested  as  part  of  the  problem.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  feeling  that  preaching 
was  a  less  important  part  of  the  worship 
service  if,  indeed,  the  worship  service 
was  necessary  at  all. 

The  article  raised  a  question  with 
which  it  did  not  deal.  Does  the  preacher 
have  anything  to  say?  Saying  nothing 
effectively  is  very  difficult.  As 
Methodism  grew  to  power  along  with  our 
country,  the  preachers  had  a  message 
which  they  delivered  with  no  uncertain 
sound,  and  the  people  crowded  in  to  hear. 
What  they  heard  was  that  man  without 
God  is  lost;  man  without  God  is  a 
confused  sort  of  tumbleweed  who 
blunders  along,  often  turning  his  life  into 
a  thing  of  "sound  and  fury  signifying 
nothing."  They  heard  that  Jesus  Christ 
had  the  answer  —  that  he  could  lead  any 
person  to  God.  They  heard  that  the 
Gospel  was  a  design  for  living  and  that 
all-out  personal  commitment  to  Christ 
was  the  way  to  do  it.  On  this  emphasis 
Methodism  grew  and  prospered.  Who 
changed  it?  There  is  no  one  to  blame, 
unless  one  can  blame  a  changing 
emphasis. 

With  the  20th  century  came  a  more  or 
less  professionalized  emphasis  on 
religious  education  which  certainly 
sounded  like  a  fine  and  worthy  thing. 
Down  the  years  this  emphasis  received 
more  and  more  attention  until  it  came  to 
exceed  in  importance  the  proclamation 


of  the  Gospel  from  the  pulpit.  It  has 
become  quite  apparent  that  religious 
education,  of  and  by  itself,  has  no  more 
spiritual  vitality  than  any  other  ethical 
system.  It  is  one  thing;  Christian 
experience  is  definitely  something  else. 

Saul  of  Tarsus,  Martin  Luther  and 
John  Wesley  went  as  far  as  they  could  go 
via  religious  education.  It  was  not 
enough.  They  could  not  get  going  until 
something  else  happened,  and  when  it 
happened,  they  were  ready  to  take  their 
religious  education  and  put  it  to  work. 

Somewhere  along  the  line,  Methodism 
has  been  robbed  of  the  inner  core  of  its 
being.  We  look  with  dismay  at  a 
shrinking  church  in  a  more  populous 
country  where  millions  are  suffering 
from  severe  spiritual  malnutrition.  If  the 
gospel  on  which  Methodism  grew  up  has 
been  proven  erroneous,  it  should  be 
dumped.  But  what  if  it  is  still  the  Truth 
that  sets  men  free?  George  D.  Greer 
Carmel,  California 

Where  does  Jesus  walk? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  troubled  for  some  time 
about  the  priority  of  "simplifying 
lifestyles"  which  came  out  of  General 
Conference  1976  and  how  to  go  about  it. 

In  the  September  29  issue  of  TM/UMR 
there  were  three  articles  concerning  the 
still  critical  problem  of  world  hunger.  A 
quote  from  the  one  headlined  "UMCOR 
appeals  for  funds”  cites  one  reason  why 
the  giving  is  slacking  off  —  "compassion 
fatigue.” 

However,  right  alongside  Sharon 
Mielke's  column  in  the  same  issue  was  a 
classified  ad  for  a  Holy  Land  Tour,  "led 
by  Methodist  pastors”  to  the  tune  of 
$1,017  per  person.  One  ad  a  few  months 
ago,  also  in  TM/UMR,  held  out  the 
promise  of  "luxurious  accommodations" 
fora  tour  to  England. 

In  no  way  can  I  reconcile  these  travels 
urged  by  our  United  Methodist  pastors, 
with  what  we  as  Christians  are  urged  to 
do:  namely,  "To  live  simply  that  others 
may  simply  live.  ” 

We  hear  that  pastors  are  so  inspired 
when  they  walk  where  Jesus  walked.  If 
He  were  here,  his  steps  would  lead  to  the 
starving  children  —  that  is  where  Jesus 
would  be  walking! 

Mildred  G.  O’Connor 
Wakefield,  Massachusetts 
Obey  God,  nol  man! 

To  the  Editor: 

An  article  in  the  October  6  issue  was 
headlined  "UM  seminary  asks  if  funding 
threatened  if  gays’  admitted.”  I  am 
appalled  that  there  is  any  question 
concerning  permitting  avowed  homo¬ 
sexuals  to  be  enrolled  in  our  UM 
seminaries.  When  is  our  denomination 
going  to  start  standing  on  the  truth  of 
God’s  Word  concerning  this  abomination? 


We  worry  about  losing  millions  of 
members,  but  we  do  little  to  encourage 
them  to  stay  when  we  allow  such  things 
as  this  open  immorality  to  creep  into  our 
denomination. 

If  our  UM  seminaries  begin  allowing 
homosexuals  to  enter  their  ranks,  our 
whole  denomination  will  be  placed  in 
further  jeopardy,  not  only  economically, 
but  most  definitely,  spiritually. 

I  pray  that  Dr.  Jones  and  the 
Association  of  UM  Theological  Schools 
will  apply  Acts  5:29  to  their  decision  — 
"we  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than 
man.  We  don’t  have  a  soul  to  waste! 
Gerald  H.  Miller 
New  Millport,  Pennsylvania 


advanced  in  the  preceding  section  apply 
here  as  well.  Sexist  policies  and  actions 
have  made  women  the  most  under-repre¬ 
sented  group  in  the  church.  Although 
they  constitute  more  than  60  per  cent  of 
church  goers,  only  recently  have  they 
received  a  measure  of  representation  in 
decision-making  bodies  of  the  church. 
"Good  News”  —  hiding  behind  the 
language  of  piety  and  of  efficiency  (they 
are  not  qualified,  they  tell  us)  —  wants  to 
revert  to  the  sexist  policies  of  yesteryear 
and  states  that  quotas  are  no  longer 
necessary.  I  hope  there  is  a  day  when 
quotas  are  not  necessary,  but  the  very 
fact  that  "Good  News"  is  questioning 
quotas  makes  me  realize  that  such  a  day 
is  not  here  yet. 

"Good  News"  is  not  Good  News  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  predecessor 
bodies  are  inheritors  of  the  evangelical 
fervor  of  Wesley anism.  By  restricting 
the  definition  of  "evangelical”  to 
narrow,  reactionary,  world-ignoring 
characteristics,  the  "Good  News” 
caucus  is  a  threat  to  the  Wesleyan 
catholic  fabric.  The  "latitudinarianism” 
ol  the  catholic  spirit  of  John  Wesley  is 
being  replaced  with  narrow  bigotry. 
Instead  of  "If  thine  heart  be  right  give 
me  thine  hand,”  “Good  News”  people 
call  for  a  "If  you  don’t  agree  with  me 
your  heart  is  not  right  and  don’t  bother 
giving  me  your  hand.” 

"Good  News"  is  no  Good  News  to  the 
missionary  enterprise  of  the  church.  By 
the  creation  of  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council,  "Good  News"  is  in  fact  no  good 
news  to  the  mission  of  the  church.  People 
in  the  mission  field  are  being  confused  by 
the  lack  of  unity  in  the  church’s 
missionary  witness.  The  creation  of 
special  lists  of  "acceptable  evangelical 
missionaries”  automatically  establishes 
a  black-listing  and  questions  the 
integrity  and  evangelicalism  of  all  other 
missionary  personnel. 

The  recent  call  for  a  mass  resignation 
of  the  staff  of  the  Women's  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  a  perfect 
example  of  how  "Good  News"  is  not  good 
news  to  ethnics,  women  and  the 
missionary  witness  of  the  church. 
Instead  of  coolly  examining  the  process 
by  which  the  board  members  approved 
the  resolution  opposing  Bishop 
Muzorewa,  the  sexist  and  racist 
tendencies  in  this  "evangelical”  group 
were  vented  against  the  whole  staff 
made  up  of  women,  well-represented 
ethnically  and  led  by  a  black. 

1  was  brought  up  as  a  Roman  Catholic. 
1  was  13  years  old  wheri  I  became  the 
first  member  of  my'family  to  be 
"converted"  to  Methodism.  1  am  a  born 
again  Christian  who  remembers  to  the 
minute  the  day  I  accepted  Jesus  Christ 
as  my  Lord  and  Saviour.  The  term  "evan¬ 
gelical”  has  always  signified  to  me  free¬ 
dom,  openness  and  love.  For  years  I 
wore  the  label  "evangelical”  as  a  badge 
of  courage  and  I  am  unwilling  to 
surrender  that  term  to  a  narrow,  re¬ 
actionary,  schismatic  group  who,  under 
the  name  of  "Good  News,”  is  spread¬ 
ing  bad  news  to  ethnics,  women  and 
to  the  totality  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Ignacio  Castuera,  is  executive  director  of 
All  Nations  Foundation  in  Los  Angeles, 
California.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference. 


Dillard  C\0,Vt 
f3ennett  P/>'ianderS. 
Bethune  Cooknian  ,th 


They're  not  exactly 
household  names  but... 


for  100  years  and  more  the  Black 
colleges  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  with  a  quiet  sense  of 
dignity  and  purpose  gone  about  the 
task  of  developing  faith  within  Black 
Americans  Faith  in  our  roots  Faith 
in  our  capabilities  And  faith  in  a  vision 
The  12  educational  institutions  in 
the  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND  are  still 
committed  to  that  task  They  re  enabled 
to  fulfill  this  unique  responsibility 
because  of  your  church  s  acceptance 
of  its  apportionment  for  the 
BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND 


When  the  District  Superintendent 
conducts  your  church  s  Charge 
Conference  this  Fall,  you  won  t  need 
to  remember  the  names  of  Bennett. 
Claflm,  Clark.  Bethune-Cookman. 
Paine.  Dillard.  Rust.  Meharry  Medical. 
Philander  Smith,  Morristown.  Huston- 
Tillotson  and  Wiley.  Just  remember 
the  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND  and 
give  it  your  strong  support 

For  further  information,  contact 
Dr  DePriest  Whye  (615)  327-2700 
PO  Box  871 

Nashville.  Tennessee  37202 


The 
DlacKGollege 
fund 

Supporting  United  Methodist  Church  related  colleges 
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Historic  Wesley’s  Chapel  reopens 

2,500  members  of  world  Methodism  celebrate  restoration  ceremony 

**  .  i  f  i _ i . .  i _ ... _ _ c _ >i _ i _ .  _r  fnmilv  fnnohf  tho  K1q7<>  until  the  Ciro 


LONDON — “Pastor  Billy”  Richardson  of  Sandhill,  Neb.,  is  interviewed  by  British 
Broadcasting  Co.  soundman  Michael  Leeach  as  he  arrives  at  Wesley’s  Chapel,  the 
goal  of  his  week-long  walk  from  Bristol  to  London  following  in  John  Wesley's  foot¬ 
steps.  PHOTO  BY  SHARON  MIELKE 

‘Pastor  Billy’— folk  hero 
to  the  common  people 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LONDON  —  An  American  United 
Methodist  minister  from  Sandhills, 
Neb.,  became  a  folk  hero  overnight  here 
as  he  walked  in  John  Wesley’s  footsteps 
from  Bristol  to  London  for  the  Nov.  1  re¬ 
opening  of  Wesley’s  Chapel. 

Pastor  Billy  Richards  or  just  “Pastor 
Billy,"  as  he  prefers  to  be  called,  made 
the  120  mile  trek  in  seven  days  wearing  a 
long  black  coat,  wide  brimmed  black  hat 
and  boots  —  the  outfit  worn  by  early 
American  circuit  riders. 

He  quickly  caught  the  attention  of 
newspapers  and  television  cameras,  and 
drew  crowds  along  the  road.  When  he 
stepped  inside  the  Bestobel  Mowbray 
factory  in  Slough,  work  came  to  a  halt  as 
workers  rushed  over  for  an  autograph. 

“Pastor  Billy  was  super,”  said  the 
Rev.  Rogern  North  of  Slough.  “He 
probably  did  more  to  publicize  the 
reopening  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  than 
anyone  else  by  catching  the  attention  of 
the  common  people.” 

But  not  everyone  was  pleased  with  the 
flamboyant  Westerner  saying  he  was  a 
caricature  of  Americans  which  the 
British  hardly  needed  to  see.  Billy 
originally  wanted  to  attend  the  first 
service  when  the  Queen  was  present  but 
that  was  over-ruled  by  British  Methodist 
officials  who  felt  it  would  be  unseemly. 

Whatever  British  Methodists  felt  about 
Pastor  Billy,  a  BBC  newsman  said  50 
million  British  wouldn’t  go  to  sleep 
without  knowing  Pastor  Billy  had  safely 


completed  his  day’s  walk. 

Like  Methodism’s  founder,  he  would 
have  preferred  to  travel  on  horseback. 
But  hiring  horses,  stabling  and  riding  on 
congested  roads  made  it  out  of  the 
question. 

During  an  interview  at  the  end  of  his 
walk  in  the  courtyard  of  Wesley’s 
Chapel,  people  came  up  spontaneously  to 
say  to  Pastor  Billy,  “God  bless  you,” 
“I’m  so  thrilled  you  did  it,”  or  “Could  I 
shake  your  hand,  Brother  Billy,”  or 
“Thanks  for  coming.” 

Obviously  enjoying  the  whole 
experience,  Pastor  Billy  said  the  only 
way  he  could  explain  it  was  that  the 
British  are  romanticists. 

“Any  country  with  roses  in  every 
garden  has  got  to  be  full  of  romantics. 
The  common  people  just  liked  me,  and  I 
can’t  get  over  the  kindness  shown  me.” 

He  recommended  the  experience  of 
walking  through  a  strange  land  to  other 
preachers.  "Too  many  preachers  are  in  a 
comfortable  pew  today.  When  Wesley  got 
out  of  his  comfortable  pew  tremendous 
things  happened  —  a  river  of  hope  spread 
over  this  land.”  Brother  Billy  said  he 
read  Wesley’s  journals  on  the  walk  and 
marvelled  at  the  founder’s  “untiredness 
of  spirit.” 

The  Rev.  David  Haslow  of  Putney  who 
accompanied  Brother  Billy  during  the 
last  day’s  walk  said,  “Brother  Billy  is  out 
on  the  streets  with  the  people  instead  of 
taking  the  church’s  typical  attitude 
which  is  ‘You  come  to  us’.” 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LONDON  —  With  trumpet  fanfare, 
hymn  singing  “to  shake  the  dust  off  the 
roof”  and  the  presence  of  the  first 
English  sovereign  ever  to  attend  a 
Methodist  service,  Wesley’s  Chapel  was 
reopened  and  rededicated  Nov.  1st. 

Two  hundred  years  earlier  John 
Wesley,  the  founder  of  Methodism, 
preached  the  first  sermon  in  the  new 
chapel  on  City  Road  on  All  Saints  Day. 
Described  by  Wesley  as  “perfectly  neat 
but  not  fine,”  the  chapel's  doors  swing 
wide  again  after  three  years  of  extensive 
repairs. 

Gathered  here  on  a  sunny  London 
afternoon  to  honor  the  man  whose 
movement  now  has  70  million  members 
and  adherents  across  five  continents 
were  approximately  2,500  Methodists 
whose  churches  around  the  world  have 
contributed  to  the  $2  million  restoration 
fund. 

Though  soldiers  once  were  flogged  for 
attending  Methodist  services, 
trumpeters  of  the  Honourable  Artillery 
Company  sounded  a  fanfare  as  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  and  His  Royal 
Highness,  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  moved 
into  the  chapel  at  3  p.m.  They  were 
accompanied  by  the  President  of  the 
British  Methodist  Conference,  the  Rev. 
Donald  English,  the  chairman  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  Dr.  Kenneth 
Greet,  the  minister  of  Wesley’s  Chapel, 
the  Rev.  Ronald  Gibbins  and  the  Rev. 
Deryck  Collingwood,  chairman  of  the 
London  North-East  Methodist  District. 

Also  attending  were  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  Dr.  Donald  Coggan,  the 
Bishop  of  London,  Dr.  Gerald  Ellison,  the 
Roman  Catholic  auxiliary  Bishop  of 
Westminster,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Christopher 
Butler,  the  Moderator  of  the  Free  Church 
Federal  Council,  the  Rev.  Stanley  Turl, 
the  Mayor  of  Islington,  Councillor  Mrs. 
Doris  Rogers,  in  whose  borough  the 
building  lies,  and  five  former  ministers 
of  the  chapel. 

Wesley  hymns  sung 

As  the  procession  of  dignitaries  moved 
into  the  chapel  the  congregation  sang  “O 
for  a  Thousand  Tongues”  —  one  of  the 
best  known  of  more  than  6,000  hymns 
written  by  John  Wesley’s  younger 
brother  Charles.  Three  other  hymns, 
“Love  divine,”  “O  Thou  who  Camest 
from  Above,”  and  “Captain  of  Israel’s 
host,"  by  Charles  Wesley  were  used  in 
the  service. 

Marked  more  by  simplicity  than  by 
drama,  the  service  of  hymns,  prayers, 
lessons  and  sermon  lasted  only  45 
minutes.  The  reading  of  the  lessons' 
brought  to  the  reader’s  desk,  in 
succession,  American  layman,  Dr. 
Charles  Parlin,  a  British  prince,  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh,  and  a  British 
laywoman.  Mrs.  Mary  Lenton,  vice- 
president  of  the  Methodist  Conference. 

Dr.  Colin  Morris,  a  former  minister  of 
Wesley’s  Chapel,  who  preached  the 
sermon,  used  the  text  chosen  by  John 
Wesley  at  the  opening  of  the  chapel  200 
years  ago:  “I  have  hallowed  this  house 
you  have  built,  to  put  my  name  there, 
and  mine  eyes  and  my  heart  shall  be 
there  forever."  (I  Kings 9:3). 

Dr.  Morris  said  this  biblical  text  has  a 
very  ‘church’  ring  to  it  for  a  preacher 


World  Methodism’s  ‘visible  roots’ 


Wesley’s  Chapel- -it  all  began  here 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LONDON  —  Wesley’s  Chapel  is  to 
Methodism  what  Canterbury  is  to 
Anglicans  and  Wittenberg  is  to 
Lutherans.  It  is  the  place  ‘where  it  all 
started’  —  the  visible  roots  —  the 
symbolic  center  for  Methodists  around 
the  world,  participants  at  the  chapel’s 
reopening  said. 

While  many  boldly  called  it 
Methodism’s  ‘cathedral  church,’  others 
were  less  comfortable  with  that  more 
grandiose  designation.  Whatever  it  is 
called,  Wesley’s  Chapel  is  an  important 
symbol  to  the  Methodists  who  made  the 
pilgrimage  here  to  celebrate  the 
restoration  of  the  chapel  opened  by  John 
Wesley  200  years  ago  Nov.  1st. 

Delegations  came  from  Malaysia, 
Japan,  Kenya,  India,  Sri  Lanka,  the 
United  States.  Germany,  Sweden,  Korea, 
Liberia,  Ireland,  Australia  and  the 
Philippines  —  to  name  a  few. 

That  the  chapel  would  be  preserved 
was  far  from  a  foregone  conclusion  four 
years  ago.  In  1974  the  British  Methodist 
Conference  decided  to  tear  it  down  after 
it  was  declared  unsafe.  After  other  world 
Methodists  offered  to  pitch  in  and  help 
financially,  the  restoration  scheme  still 
met  opposition  led  by  the  Alliance  of 
Radical  Methodists.  They  argued  that 
the  money  would  be  better  spent  through 
establishing  a  new  mission  in  London’s 
East  End  to  help  the  poor  in  the  area 
where  John  Wesley  ministered. 

Restoration  forces  prevailed,  however, 
and  work  began  in  1975.  As  work 
progressed  the  bill  rose  —  to  almost  $2 
million  dollars,  double  the  original 
projection.  The  trustees  agreed  only  to 
sanction  work  that  could  be  paid  for  by 
money  on  hand.  Consequently,  the 
contract  came  near  to  being  broken 
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several  times  but  a  generous  gift  always 
seemed  to  arrive  just  in  time. 

The  restoration  was  not  unlike  the 
original  construction  of  the 
chapel— which  was  called  to  a  halt 
because  there  was  not  enough  cash  to 
pay  the  workers  until  Wesley  raised 
funds  throughout  the  country  from  Meth¬ 
odist  societies.  Wesley  held  his  first  ser¬ 
vice  there  on  All  Saints  Day,  1778. 

Wesley’s  successor  at  the  chapel 
today,  the  Rev.  Ronald  Gibbins,  who 
ministered  in  London’s  East  End  himself 
for  14  years  before  his  appointment  in 
June,  said  he  believes  the  decision  to 
restore  the  chapel  was  the  right  move. 

“I  believe  it  encourages  us  and  helps 
us  in  our  role  in  mission,”  he  said.  He  is 
especially  excited  about  the  decision  of 
the  British  Methodist  Conference  to  es¬ 
tablish  an  on-site  living  community- 
called  a  pioneer  method  in  mission  and 
evangelism— somewhat  along  the  lines  of 
Wesley’s  ‘Holy  Club’  at  the  Chapel. 

Chapel’s  three  roles 

The  community  being  developed  as  a 
form  of  team  ministry  is  just  starting  to 
be  fleshed  out,  but  Mr.  Gibbins  said  it 
will  serve  all  three  of  the  Chapel’s  roles 
—  as  the  cathedral  church  of  world 
Methodism,  as  the  “Mother  Church"  of 
British  Methodism,  and  as  a  parish 
church  in  one  of  the  most  difficult  parts 
of  London.  “We  intend  to  meet  the 
needs,”  the  pastor  said. 

Expressing  the  view  of  many 
Methodists  outside  the  British  Isles  was 
Dr.  Alan  Walker,  World  Methodist 
Council  evangelism  executive.  He  told 
TM/UMR  he  sees  the  Chapel  as  a  symbol 
of  the  gathering  spiritual  restoration  in 
Methodism.  “Far  more  than  a  pile  of 
masonry,  it  not  only  celebrates  the  work 
of  Wesley  but  will  stimulate  new  work," 
he  said. 

Dr.  Walker  said  the  debate  over  the 
value  of  the  restoration  might  be 
compared  to  the  story  of  the  woman 
criticized  for  pouring  costly  ointment 
over  Jesus'  feet  that  might  have  been 
sold  and  the  money  given  to  the  poor. 
“Jesus  affirmed  what  she  did.  The 


who  either  rejected  or  was  ejected  from 
many  of  the  sacred  places  of  his  time; 
who  rejoiced  in  the  God  he  saw  at  work 
not  within  hallowed  walls  but  in  the 
market  place,  down  the  mine  and  on 
slave  ships." 

He  said  “it  is  an  even  more 
unfashionable  text  today  when  the  trendy 
thing  is  to  declare  that  God  is  at  work 
everywhere  and  anywhere  int  he  world 
—  except  possibly  in  the  church  which, 
say  the  critics,  is  the  one  place  God 
avoids  like  the  plague. 

“But  Wesley  knew  about  the 
significance  of  the  sacred  place  in  God's 
economy,”  Dr.  Morris  said.  He  told  the 
congregation  that  “When  Wesley  set  out 
to  build  this  place,  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London  gave  him  a  59  year  lease. 
Wesley  with  cavalier  disregard  for  local 
authority  had  inscribed  on  the  foundation 
stone  ‘This  edifice  will  remain  until  the 
earth  and  all  its  works  are  burned  up.' 
Wesley  well  knew  it  would  take  much 
longer  than  59  years  for  that  spring  of 


holy  love  which  issues  from  the  heart  of 
God  to  run  dry. 

“It  was  a  close  call  though,"  he  said, 
referring  to  a  disastrous  fire  which 
nearly  destroyed  the  chapel  about  a 
century  ago. 

In  conclusion  the  preacher  said  “This 
artifact  of  brick  and  stone  is  destined  to 
pass  away  in  due  time,  .  but  the 
church  of  living  stones  will  remain.” 

Saves  chapel  during  blitz 

In  the  congregation  was  a  woman 
who  helped  save  Wesley's  Chapel  from 
destruction  at  yet  another  time  during 
the  Blitz  of  London. 

Miss  Betty  Plumb,  a  75-vear-old 
retired  civil  servant  lived  at  Wesley’s 
House  for  17  years  when  her  parents 
were  curators  there.  On  December  29, 
1940,  she  was  firewatching  during  an  air 
raid  with  her  parents  and  brother  Ernest 
when  bombs  fell  in  the  grounds  and  fires 
started  to  lick  the  chapel  walls. 

With  other  firewatchers  the  Plumb 


family  fought  the  blaze  until  the  Fire 
Brigade  arrived;  the  chapel  suffered 
only  slight  damage  while  surrounding 
buildings  lay  in  smouldering  ruins  the 
next  morning. 

In  the  course  of  the  just  completed 
restoration,  the  Chapel  also  was  changed 
slightly  in  the  vestibule  and  altar  area 

Tevor  Wilkinson,  the  architect,  said 
the  heavy,  dark  wood  paneling  which 
formed  the  vestibule  wall  was  replaced 
by  floor  to  ceiling  glass  panels  to 
improve  the  “sense  of  space.”  As  the 
visitor  steps  inside  the  door,  the  entire 
chapel  is  in  view  including  the  stained 
glass  windows  behind  the  altar 

Another  change  was  to  bring  the  altar 
table  from  behind  the  pulpit  to  the  front 
A  new  glass  topped  altar  was  designed 
for  the  space,  etched  with  the  dove  and 
serpent  motif  symbolic  of  peace  and 
healing  which  is  used  throughout  the 
Chapel.  The  framing  for  the  table  is  in 
the  shape  of  a  cradle,  a  unique  reminder 
that  God  came  to  earth  as  a  baby  in  a 
manger. 


Ethnics  show  pride 9 
impatience  with  church 


Queen  attends  service 

LONDON — Queen  Elizabeth  II  | 
walks  toward  Wesley’s  Chapel  for  the 
3  p.m.  service.  She  is  the  first  English 
monarch  ever  to  attend  a  Methodist 
service  of  worship.  She  was  wearing  a 
bright  turquoise  wool  suit  and 
matching  hat.  photo  by  lerOy  mielke 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  While  taking 
pride  in  progress  made  in  addressing 
ethnic  minority  concerns  so  far  this 
quadrennium,  a  group  of  United 

Methodists  representing  the  church's 
four  ethnic  minority  constituencies 
expressed  impatience  with  what  it 
termed  the  relatively  slow  pace  of  the 
progress. 

The  Interagency  Coordinating 
Committee  on  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Missional  Priority,  meeting  here 
Oct.  27-28,  generally  rejected  one 
member’s  assessment  of  the  missional 
emphasis  as  a  “failure,”  but  conceded 
the  church  has  a  long  way  to  go  in 
fulfilling  the  1976  General  Conference 
mandate  to  strengthen  the  ethnic 

minority  local  church  in  the  1977-80 

quadrennium. 

"You  can  be  lulled  to  sleep  by  believing 
that  things  have  moved  further  than  they 
really  have,”  said  the  Rev.  Douglass  E. 
Fitch,  associate  general  secretary  for 
program  in  the  Board  of  Higher 

Education  and  Ministry. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  programs  going 

now  that  did  not  get  produced  before,  and 
so  we  can  at  least  point  to  a  very 
miniscule  amount  of  movement,"  Dr. 
Fitch  said.  "But  at  the  same  time  we've 
got  to  keep  these  modest  accomplish- 


Recruitment  program 
for  black  ministers  works 


Chapel  is  like  breaking  a  precious  box  of 
memory.  An  individual  or  a  church  with¬ 
out  a  memory  cuts  itself  off  from  its 
greatest  riches  and  source  of  inspira¬ 
tion.” 

Kenya's  Methodist  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu  said  the  Chapel  is  a  reminder 
that  Wesley  found  it  possible  to  respond 
in  very  difficult  times  and  that  it  is 
possible  for  us  today,  too,  to  share  Christ 
in  spite  of  great  difficulty.” 

American  Wesley  Scholar  Dr.  Albert 
Outler  of  Dallas,  said  “Yes,  the  Chapel  is 
important  in  that  roots  are  important, 
heritage  is  important  and  a  base  for  the 
future  is  important." 

Pointing  across  the  road  beyond 
Bunhill  fields  to  hundreds  of  apartment 
units,  Dr.  Outler  said,  “This  is  a  place  for 
mission.  There  are  enough  museums  but 
there  are  never  enough  missions  ” 


CHICAGO  (UMC)  -  The  “first  fruit" 
of  a  black  ministerial  enlistment 
program  was  celebrated  in  early  autumn 
at  South  Deering  United  Methodist 
Church  here. 

The  gathering  recognized  the  work  of 
Dwight  Stewart  as  student  assistant  and 
lay  pastor  in  the  congregation.  Mr. 
Stewart  is  a  student  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston  and  the  first  person  to  enter  the 
seminary  as  a  result  of  the  recruitment 
effort. 

Sponsored  by  Chicago  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
(BMCR),  the  project  began  six  years 
ago.  In  addition  to  Mr.  Stewart,  two 
persons  are  completing  undergraduate 
requirements  for  seminary  admission,  at 
least  one  more  is  actively  considering 
such  enrollment,  and  several  others  have 
indicated  an  interest  in  full-time  lay 
careers  in  the  church. 

“Were  very  excited  about  this 
program’s  potential,”  said  the  Rev. 
William  T.  Carter,  executive  director  of 
the  Chicago  BMCR. 

Key  feature  of  the  effort  is  a  week  of 
intensive  study  for  young  people  each 
summer  at  Garrett-Evangelical.  An 
average  of  45  persons  per  year  has  taken 
part  in  the  study  geared  to  the 
development  of  church  leadership. 

Several  other  persons,  such  as  a  43- 
year-old  housewife,  have  been  drawn 
into  the  program  in  ways  other  than  the 
week  at  the  seminary,  Mr.  Carter  said. 

Local  pastors  identify  persons  who 


might  be  interested  in  the  program . 
Costs  of  the  week’s  study  are  borne  by 
Chicago  BMCR  while  scholarship 
assistance  for  students  entering  the 
seminary  is  provided  through  a  separate 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  project. 

Through  its  efforts,  the  jurisdiction 
hopes  by  1980  to  have  at  least  one  new 
black  ordained  minister  in  each  of  the  14 
annual  conferences  in  the  nine  states. 
Already  three  ordained  ministers  have 
come  through  the  program,  and  there 
now  are  21  students  receiving 
scholarships. 

There  are  about  31,000  United 
Methodists  in  the  jurisdiction  who  are 
black  and  approximately  120  black 
clergy  serving  parishes.  Upwards  of  350 
local  churches  include  at  least  seme 
blacks  among  their  members. 

The  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  at  present  has  37  black 
clergy,  25  serving  parishes  and  the 
remainder  in  special  appointments. 

Mr.  Carter  voiced  the  hope  that  other 
annual  conferences  in  the  jurisdiction 
would  initiate  recruitment  efforts 
similar  to  that  in  Northern  Illinois. 

In  1973,  there  were  only  six  blacks  from 
the  jurisdiction  attending  seminary, 
while  25  pastors  were  needed  to  fill 
vacancies  due  to  retirement,  death  and 
clergy  going  into  specialized  ministries. 

The  jurisdiction’s  scholarship  pro¬ 
gram,  which  grants  $25,000  annually, 
is  funded  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Sen.  Brooke  and  Mr.  Stith 


To  serve  the  common  good 

The  Rev.  Charles  Stith,  pastor  of 
Wesley  UMC,  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and 
president  of  a  voter  registration  group 
that’s  added  2,000  blacks  and  His- 
panics  to  Boston’s  voter  rolls,  wel¬ 
comes  U.  S.  Senator  Edward  Brooke 
to  the  church’s  10th  anniversary  cele¬ 
bration.  For  Mr.  Stith,  the  church 
plays  a  critical  role  when  it  engages  in 
voter  education  and  registration.  “It 
is  consistent  with  UM  theology  and 
our  Social  Principles  to  be  involved  in 
the  political  community  to  insure  that 
the  common  good  is  served,”  he  says. 
That’s  endorsement 

Central  Methodist  College  in 
Fayette,  Mo.,  is  basking  in  the 
reflected  glory  of  its  football 
quarterback  Tom  Stine  of  Florissant, 
He  is  ranked  as  the  No.  1  small  college 
quarterback  in  the  nation,  leading  in 
passing  with  an  average  of  371.8  yards 
per  game.  A  feature  in  a  St.  Louis 
newspaper  noted  his  achievements 
and  described  Mr.  Stine  as  “the  kind 
of  boy  mothers  want  their  son  to  be 
like." 


Punished  by  God? 

The  Korean  “messiah,”  the  Rev. 
Sun  Myung  Moon,  has  called  Rep. 
Donald  Fraser’s  defeat  in  the  Sept.  12 
Minnesota  primary  election 
"punishment  from  God"  for  having 
subpoenaed  him  to  testify  before  Mr. 
Fraser’s  Congressional  committee 
probing  Mr.  Moon  and  the  Unification 
Church.  The  congressman  "betrayed 
the  will  of  heaven"  and  lost  as  a 
result,  said  Mr.  Moon.  Rep.  Fraser 
promptly  called  upon  Congress  to 
continue  to  probe  Mr.  Moon  after  he 
leaves  Congress  in  January. 

All  ’scalawags’  not  so 

“I  would  like  to  broadcast  to  the 
nation  the  high  caliber  of  the  men  and 
women  who  work  in  our  Congress," 
says  the  77-year-old  chaplain  of  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Rev.  Edward  C.  Latch,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  who  is  retiring 
after  12  years  of  service.  “I’m 
personally  impressed."  The  idea  of 
“all  those  scalawags"  just  is  not  the 
case,  he  declares. 


ments  in  creative  tension  with  where  the 
church  ought  to  be.” 

The  Rev.  Joe  L.  Gipson,  assistant 
general  secretary  for  campus  ministry  of 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  offered  a  different  view. 

"When  I  go  outside  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  deal  with  ecumenical 
bodies,  I  just  get  great  pride  in  how  far 
this  church  has  come  with  issues  that  the 
rest  of  the  denominations  are  not  even 
beginning  to  wrestle  with,"  he  said 

"I’m  proud  of  the  way  my  church  has 
responded,  given  how  far  it  had  to 
come,"  he  added.  “Just  the  presence  of 
this  group  in  a  room  talking  about  the  use 
of  church  funds  for  ethnic  minority 
programs  tells  me  that  this  church  is  so 
far  ahead  of  other  denominations.” 

Mr.  Gipson  said  he  could  remember 
times  when  he  was  "scraping  up  $10  or 
$15  from  folk"  to  try  to  get  to  a  meeting  to 
talk  about  the  needs  of  the  church.  “But 
now  the  church  is  saying,  ‘Okay,  here’s 
some  staff  and  here’s  some  funds.  Let's 
see  if  we  can  get  it  together. 

The  Interagency  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee  functions  as  a  clearinghouse 
for  the  program  boards  and  agencies 
that  administer  portions  of  the  Missional 
Priority  Fund  for  ethnic  minority 
churches.  Members  of  the  group 
summarized  the  activities  of  their 
respective  boards  and  agencies  with 
respect  to  the  programs,  considered  the 
future  of  ethnic  minority  concerns 
beyond  the  current  quadrennium,  and 
commended  the  Council  of  Bishops  for  its 
initiative  in  scheduling  missional 
priority  convocations  in  each  episcopal 
area  this  fall. 

Among  the  items  reported  were: 

•  Support  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  60  clergy  persons  in  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
and  a  like  number  in  Puerto  Rico. 

•  Approval  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  $735,034  in  funding  for  63 
outreach,  salary  supplement  and 
congregational  development  projects. 

•  Curriculum  and  leadership 
development  workshops  for  ethnics 
conducted  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

•  Preparation  of  stewardship  re¬ 
sources  for  each  of  the  four  ethnic 
groups. 

•  Congregational  development  pro¬ 
grams  in  15  annual  conferences  and 
"Power  and  Light  Workshops"  for  Asian 
and  Native  Americans. 

•  Completion  of  the  five  issue-oriented 
projects  for  ethnic  minorities  by  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  in  1978  and 
approval  of  six  more  for  the  first  half  of 
1979. 

•  Establishment  of  ethnic  centers  at 
four  United  Methodist  seminaries. 

•  Grants  through  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  to  each 
jurisdiction  for  recruitment  of  minority 
persons  for  the  ordained  ministry.  (See 
related  story  this  page. ) 

•  Scholarships  for  ethnic  minority  stu¬ 
dents. 

•  Production  of  a  film,  “One  in  the 
Lord,"  on  United  Methodism's  ethnic 
minority  local  churches,  to  be  released  in 
December  by  United  Methodist 
Communications. 
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religious  education  program  with  baccalaureate  or 
Master  s  degree  Salary  $11,000  per  year  Send 
inquiry  with  resume  to:  Randolph  Lee,  Chairman  ol 
Education.  Jones  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  -4 101  Ringgold  Rd  .  Chattanooga.  Tn  37412 


NAME  YOUR  HARVEST'  Illustrated  new  book  tells 

how  you  can  enjoy  natural  living  in  harmony  with  the 
Spirit  $3.50  postpaid.  Maryland  residents  add  5% 
sales  tax  JOURNEY  BOOKS,  Inc  Box  100. 
Clarksville,  Md.  21029 


WESLEY'S  CHAPEL  NEEDLEPOINT  TAPESTRY 
Limited  edition  Kit  with  yarn  $42  65  Finished 
$55.35  Write  8000  Woodward.  Detroit.  Mich  48202 
Phone  ( 313 ' 875-7407  


REMODELING  -  FOR  SALE  40  church  pews.  10  to 
26  foot  lengths,  all  wood.  S  &  K  Manufacturer,  pew 
cushions,  excellent  condition  214-321-2601  or  214-341- 


D  C.E.  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  in  church  of 
1350  members  Great  staff  and  congregation. 
Experience  needed  Please  send  resume  and  photo. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O  Box  1317. 
Bradenton,  Fla.  33506. 


ORGANIST  —  1 3-manual  Austin  Pipe  Organ 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  1136. 
Bartlesville.  Okla  74003  ( 9 18 >336-3361.  Dr  Argus 
Hamilton  Position  available  January  1,  1979 
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New  area 
blueprint 
offered 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  committee 
instructed  to  propose  a  plan  for  the 
creation  of  a  new  episcopal  area  for  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  done  just  that. 

In  an  initial  study  paper  released  this 
month,  the  Committee  on  Conferences  of 
the  Western  Jurisdiction  proposes  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  (which  covers  Arizona,  Hawaii, 
southern  California  and  southern 
Nevada)  be  divided  into  two  separate 
areas  each  with  its  own  bishop  in  July, 
1980. 

One  area  would  include  most  of  the  Los 
Angeles  metropolitan  area  plus  the 
entirety  of  the  present  Santa  Barbara, 
Pasadena  and  Hawaii  districts, 
according  to  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
conference  edition  of  TM/UMR. 

The  new  area  would  include  the  state  of 
Arizona  with  its  Phoenix  and  Tucson 
districts,  the  San  Diego  district  as  well  as 
22  churches  in  the  Riverside  District 
(including  those  in  southern  Nevada) 
and  four  in  the  Santa  Ana  District. 

Officials  emphasize  that  the  proposal 
is  presently  being  circulated  among 
members  of  the  jurisdictional  bodies 
involved  and  that  revisions  may  be  made 
before  the  plan  is  finalized. 

According  to  Dr.  Richard  Cain, 
president  of  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont,  the  proposal  should  be  seen 
as  a  first  step.  He  said  that  since  the 
jurisdictional  conference  proposed  the 
study  in  1976  —  and  since  three 
jurisdictional  bodies  including  the 
College  of  Bishops  endorsed  the  concept 
with  near  unanimity  —  the  committee 
was  obliged  to  provide  a  proposal  to 
which  others  could  react. 

The  Western  Jurisdictional  Conference 
meeting  in  July,  1980  will  make  the  final 
decision. 

A  statement  issued  at  the  beginning  of 
the  study  noted  that  the  jurisdiction  has 
been  eligible  by  church  law  for  a  sixth 
episcopal  area  for  some  time.  It  also  said 
that  approximately  one-third 
(approximately  200,000)  of  the  entire 
membership  of  the  jurisdiction  is  lodged 
in  one  conference  under  the 
administration  of  the  bishop  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Area. 

Sales  are  up  for 
UM  publisher 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Net  sales  for 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
products  were  up  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  while  net  income  was  down, 
according  to  reports  to  the  45-member 
Board  of  Publication  here  last  month. 
.John  E.  Procter,  president  and 
publisher,  described  the  fiscal  year 
ended  July  31  as  “reasonably 
satisfactory.”  Net  sales  totaled  $47.3 
million,  an  increase  of  $1.6  million  over 
the  previous  year.  Net  income  was  $1.4 
million,  approximately  $500,000  below 
the  level  achieved  in  the  previous  year 
but  near  the  budgeted  $1.5  million  figure. 

Tbe  board  authorized  the  allocation  of 
$600,000  for  use  in  the  church’s  pension 
program.  The  "Book  of  Discipline” 
directs  the  house  to  retain  income  needed 
for  operation  and  growth.  Remaining 
funds  are  to  be  allocated  to  the  clergy 
pension  funds  of  the  annual  conferences. 
Sir  'e  1941,  more  than  $27  million  has 
bee.i  allocated  for  this  purpose. 


Rhodesia:  joy  and  tragedy 


Missionary  serves  world’s  i hotspot ’ 


By  FRANK  HICKS  JR. 

SALISBURY,  Rhodesia  —  “Someday, 
not  now.  I’ll  be  able  to  tell  of  the  night  of 
August  20th,"  said  a  United  Methodist 
missionary  just  a  few  days  after  that 
night,  a  night  that  will  always  echo  in  the 
corridors  of  her  mind. 

“It's  enough  to  say  I  was  awakened  by 
Freedom  Fighters  at  1:00  A.M.  and  was 
with  them  for  over  an  hour.  God  surely 
walked  with  me  that  night!  They  had 
surrounded  the  mission  and  were  looking 
for  medicine  and  food  supplies. 
Fortunately,  they  were  not  in  a  shooting 
mood,  but  the  situation  was  such  that 
when  I  told  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  what 
had  happened,  he  flung  his  arms  around 
me  exclaiming,  ‘Thank  God,  Marcia, 
you're  alive.'  ” 

Yes,  Marcia  Ball  is  alive  —  an 
American  missionary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  “seeking  my  own 
adventure  here”  in  the  hot  spot  of 
Rhodesia.  She  knows  Rhodesia  and 
Rhodesians  as  well  as  anyone,  since  she 
has  lived  with  them  for  nearly  25  years. 

Her  adventures  vary.  Moments  of 
humor  come  as  when  she  dived  for  a 
runaway  chicken  in  church  on  Harvest 
Sunday,  “and  caught  it,  squaking  at  the 
top  of  its  lungs  —  fortunately  during  a 
hymn  so  people  drowned  it  out. ” 

Moments  of  sorrow  and  anger  also 
come.  “And  just  this  afternoon  at  4:30 
.  .  .  five  little  boys  found  a  ‘ball’  in  the 
grass  and  wanted  to  play  with  it  —  first 
pulling  a  pin  out  of  it.  A  hand  grenade  — 
two  killed  instantly,  the  third  died  in  half 
an  hour,  but  the  other  two  will  recover." 

How  did  it  begin? 

The  root  meaning  of  the  word 
missionary  is  "being  sent.”  How  does  it 
begin,  this  missionary  life,  this  being 
sent? 

Marcia  chuckles  a  little  when  she 
recalls  how  it  all  started.  “During  a 
discussion  with  some  foreign  exchange 
students,  an  American  said,  ‘Well,  I 
could  never  be  a  foreign  missionary.’ 
That  had  always  been  in  my  mind  —  that 
I  couldn't  be  a  foreign  missionary, 
either.  Then  the  foreign  student  asked, 


‘Why  not?’  And  I  found  I  couldn’t  answer 
that  question.  Since  I  couldn't  answer  it  I 
decided  I’d  better  do  something  about 
it.” 

And  for  25  years  Marcia  has  been  doing 
something  about  it:  She  teaches  in 
Rhodesia.  As  she  said  recently,  “These 
are  tense  days  here  and  we  hope  the  future 
will  not  erupt  into  a  full  scale  war  —  it’s 
not  far  from  that  now.  Last  year,  twice,  I 
taught  classes  outside  —  it  was  cold 
inside  —  while  we  watched  puffs  of  gua 
smoke  across  the  valley.  One  has  to  be  a 
pretty  lively  teacher  to  keep  attention  in 
those  circumstances." 

The  world  of  Rhodesia  is  her  special 
world  and  it  has  its  own  way  of  life 
occasionally  different  from  the  ordinary. 
Contributions  to  the  mission  for  instance, 
are  sometimes  different  —  at  least  in 
denomination.  “Many  people  brought 
200-pound  sacks  of  corn,  called  ‘maize’ 
out  here,"  said  Marcia  talking  about 
harvest  Sunday.  "Then  there  were 
contributions  of  eggs,  baskets,  em¬ 
broidery  work,  cakes,  potted  plants, 
bark  ropes,  thatching  grass,  several  live 
chickens,  fresh  lettuce  at  three  cents  a 
head,  some  old  clothes  and  most 
charmingly,  the  children  of  the  primary 
school  had  each  made  grass  brushes  tied 
with  bark  rope  which  they  very  solemnly 
brought  forward.  The  total  collection  in 
American  dollars  amounted  to  almost 
$650." 

But  these  moments  are  fleeting  and  the 
tensions  are  still  heavy  in  the  air.  For  the 
Sunday  joy  slides  into  disaster.  "On 
Monday,  this  week,"  said  Marcia,  “the 
wife  of  the  principal  of  one  of  our  high 
schools  was  traveling  a  road  —  I  had 
been  on  it  a  few  months  ago  —  when  she 
hit  a  land  mine  and  was  killed  instantly.” 

There  are  quiet  moments  though,  when 
nature  and  humans  are  at  peace.  In 
September  Marcia  talked  of  change  in 
season.  "Spring  has  come  to  our  part  o  f 
the  world  and  the  purple  Jacaranda  trees 
are  showing  off  at  their  best,  mingled 
with  the  pink  Banhinia  trees  and  all  the 
spring  flowers.  I  took  time  off  to  plant 
Snapdragons  and  Phlox  in  the  front 
yard." 


What  are  the  Rhodesian  Christians 
like?  “Africans  have  flocked  to 
Christianity,"  explains  Marcia  in  excited 
tones.  “The  old  religion  was  animisim  — 
witchcraft,  paganism,  ancestor  worship, 
worshipping  tree  spirits,  etc.  Those  who 
have  accepted  Christianity  have 
accepted  it  in  the  face  of  opposition  from 
witch  doctors.  Now  some  of  the  guerrilla 
soldiers  are  trying  to  disrupt  Christian¬ 
ity.  And  in  various  areas  the  church  has 
had  to  go  underground 

Guerrillas  close  churches 

Many  rural  areas  have  had  the  church 
services  closed  and  outside  Christian 
signs  eliminated  —  a  product  of  the 
revolution.  Marcia  is  quieter  when  she 
thinks  of  those  Africans,  though  maybe  a 
little  proud.  “The  guerrillas  say  if  you 
don't  stop  church  services  they’ll  kill 
you.  All  crosses  and  pictures  are  taken 
down.  Yet  from  all  reports  we  hear,  they 
continue  prayer  groups  in  homes,  at 
night  and  in  secret  places.  In  the  rural 
area  of  Rhodesia  today  it’s  hard  to  be  a 
Christian  —  that’s  for  sure. " 

She  says,  “There  is  a  whole  horrible 
racial  problem  here  —  6.5  million 
Rhodesians  and  only  one  out  of  10  are 
white.  Yet  the  whites  are  in  complete 
control  and  have  the  blacks  under 
subjugation.  That's  what  the  war  is  all 
about." 

From  missionaries  like  Marcia 
Africans  form  their  opinion  of 
Americans.  And  just  what  do  they  think 
of  Americans? 

"Americans  are  thought  of  very  highly 
by  the  blacks,"  explains  Marcia.  “And 
the  whites  fluctuate  depending  on  the 
latest  word  from  Washington.  ” 

So  this  is  Marcia's  world,  her  life,  a  life 
of  being  sent.  In  four  years  she’ll  be 
eligible  to  retire,  when  she  can  return  to 
“being  a  United  States  American  again. " 
But  even  in  her  retirement  Marcia  Ball 
will  probably  be  answering  “Lord  here  I 
am  —  send  me." 

A  free-lance  writer  in  North  Salt  Lake. 
Utah.  Mr.  Hicks  conducted  this  interview 
by  tape  cassettes  and  letters. 


It’s  supposed  to  be  rewarding. 


If  being  “put  out  to  pasture”  fills  you  with 
dread,  we  have  good  news.  You  can  be  in  control 
of  those  years.  They  can  be  the  most  fruitful 
and  gratifying  of  your  life.  It's  up  to  you. 

Perhaps  you’ve  dreamed  of  time  with 
family  and  friends.  Or  time  to  golf,  garden  or  fish. 

But  maybe  you’re  like  the  pastor  who  said: 
“I  will  not  rust  out,  I  want  to  burn  out.”  You 
can  go  on  to  exercise  your  best  skills  without 
the  pressure  of  money  worries. 

Whatever  you  choose,  the  secret  is  in  the 
planning.  Ironically,  most  ministers  never  plan 
at  all.  That’s  why  we  urge  you  to  send  for 
our  free  report  on  clergy  attitudes  and  options 
in  retirement. 


I - 1 

I  see  your  point.  Please  send  me _ copies  of 

your  report  on  attitudes  and  options  in  retirement. 

Mail  to  Ministers  Life,  Dept.  J 
Ministers  Life  Building 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55416 


ML 
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Educators  scan‘new  vistas’ 


Remember  ministry  in  midst  of  job,  prof  warns 

By  THOMAS  McANALLY 


United  Methodist  Communications 

GLORIETA,  N.M,  —  A  32-year  veteran 
in  Christian  education  gave  a  thousand  of 
his  colleagues  some  advice  here  last 
week  on  “how  to  keep  your  faith  without 
quitting  your  job." 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  professor 
Richard  Murray  of  Dallas,  challenged 
participants  at  the  10th  anniversary 
conference  of  the  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  to  balance  the  teaching  of  the 
content  of  the  faith  with  educational 
leadership.  Without  such  a  balance,  he 
said,  “we  will  remain  second-class 
citizens  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  will  die  spiritually." 

"Knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  capacity 
to  think  theologically,  depth  in  the 
history  of  the  faith  and  knowledge  of 
moral  theology  are  as  important  in  the 
future  of  this  movement  as  anything  I 
can  think  of,"  he  said. 

In  the  eyes  of  the  church,  the  UM 
professor  said  Christian  educators  are 
seen  as  persons  who  “meet  in  groups, 
hold  hands  and  are  conscious  of 
process." 

In  order  to  keep  their  faith  he  said  local 
church  educators  must  have  one  or  more 


“significant,  respected  other"  persons  in 
their  lives.  “Every  one  of  us  desperately 
needs  a  person  to  turn  to  for  candor  .  .  . 
close  enough  yet  distant  enough  to  give 
us  the  support  we  need  for  existence. ' ' 

He  warned  against  Christian  educators 
becoming  so  absorbed  in  their  “job"  that 
they  forget  their  “ministry.  We  are  paid 
to  recruit  teachers.  We  are  in  ministry  to 
love  teachers,"  he  said.  ‘ ‘Never  allow  the 
standards  of  our  job  to  corrupt  our 
ministry.  Our  ministry  responds  to  the 
call  within  us  as  we  respond  to  the  call  of 
God  to  minister  in  his  church." 
Do-your-own  conference 

Following  a  tradition  of  biennial  “plan- 
your-own"  conferences,  the  CEF 
gathering  offered  an  array  of  small- 
group  options  on  the  campus  of  Glorieta 
Baptist  Assembly  and  in  the  Santa  Fe 
area. 

A  workshop  on  “Bible,  Bread  and 
Powerlessness”  served  during  the  week 
as  the  theological  base  for  several  small 
groups  dealing  with  power.  One  group 
studied  the  implications  of  uranium  min¬ 
ing  in  New  Mexico,  which  has  50  percent 
of  the  nation’s  uranium.  One  group  spent 
more  than  an  hour  visiting  New  Mexico 


Governor  Jerry  Apodaca. 

Meeting  informally  with  15 
participants  in  the  State  Capitol  in  Santa 
Fe,  the  governor  sat  before  a  chalkboard 
on  which  a  quote  from  Gandhi  was 
written:  "I’m  told  that  religion  and 
politics  are  different  spheres  of  life.  But  I 
would  say  without  a  moment’s  hesitation 
and  yet  in  all  modesty  that  those  who 
claim  this  do  not  know  what  religion  is. " 
Use  power  wisely 

Governor  Apodaca  affirmed  power  as 
one  of  the  qualities  he  likes  best  about 
his  office  “because  it  allows  me  to  do  the 
things  I  want  to  do."  The  office  of 
governor  attracts  authority  which  can  be 
used  or  misused,  he  said.  “A  person  in 
this  position  must  recognize  early  that  he 
is  a  powerful  person  and  he  must  use  that 
wisely." 

The  Glorieta  conference  offered 
educators  time  to  relax  with  their 
colleagues,  to  strengthen  their  pro¬ 
fessional  skills  and  to  enrich  their 
personal  lives.  Theme  of  the  meeting  was 
“Nuevas  Vistas"  (“New  Visions.") 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship  has  a 
membership  of  some  1,400  members, 
most  of  whom  are  United  Methodist. 


Editors  see  postal  rates  threatening 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Skyrocketing  postal  rates 
for  non-profit  publications  are 
threatening  the  very  survival  of  those 
publications,  claim  the  editors  of  some 
religious  magazines  and  newspapers  — 
and  thus  threaten  the  free  flow  of 
information  so  vital  to  a  free  society. 

Up  some  47  percent  this  year  alone, 
and  1,000  percent  over  the  past  10  years, 
postal  increases  are  playing  havoc  with 
their  budgets  and  forcing  many 
publications  to  ask,  “How  long  can  we 
survive?  ”  the  editors  say. 

J.  Marse  Grant,  editor  of  the  Biblical 
Recorder,  weekly  newspaper  of  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention, 
described  the  postal  situation  to 
Religious  News  Service  as  “unreal.”  His 
paper,  with  a  circulation  of  120,600,  is  the 
third  largest  newspaper  in  North 
Carolina. 

By  next  year,  Mr.  Grant  said,  “our 
postage  costs  will  have  grown  from 
$25,861  in  1973  to  an  estimated  $134,000  in 
1979,  with  little  increase  in  circulation.  It 
really  knocks  our  budget  cockeyed. 

“Of  course  we’re  hanging  in  there. 
We’re  not  going  to  give  up  next  week  to 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service.  But  these  rate 
increases  strike  at  the  heart  of  the  flow  of 
information." 

Father  Joseph  Vetter,  editor  of  the 
North  Carolina  Catholic,  published  in 
Raleigh,  told  Religious  News  Service  the 


mounting  mailing  costs  are  “killing  us. 
We  mail  out  16,000  newspapers  every 
week,"  he  said,  "and  it  costs  us  $1,300  a 
month  for  postage.  ” 

TM/UMR  strong 

So  far  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter  (TM/UMR)  based 
here,  largest  national  weekly  newspaper 
in  Protestantism,  is  large  enough  and 
strong  enough  to  withstand  a  steady 
battering  from  the  U.S.  Postal  Service, 
says  its  editor,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III.  TM/UMR  has  a  circulation 
exceeding  450,000  and  is  still  growing. 

But  with  more  postal  increases 
projected  at  least  through  1987,  at  a  rate 
which  “far  outstrips  inflation,"  Dr. 
Dunnam  wonders  “how  long  will  readers 
swallow  the  rate  increases  which  have  to 
be  passed  along  to  them?  ” 

Originally,  with  the  birth  of  the  new 
“quasi-independent"  U.S.  Postal  Service 
in  1971,  projected  annual  increases  for 
non-profit  second-class  mail  for  16  years 
were  “bearable,’’  he  said.  But 
unscheduled  increases  —  which  this  year 
more  than  doubled  the  projected 
increases  —  have  caused  newspapers 
such  as  TM/UMR  to  dip  heavily  into 
reserve  funds. 

When  the  postal  service  raises  rates,  it 
loses  volume,  he  noted.  And  as  rates 
have  increased,  service  —  instead  of 
improving  —  has  deteriorated  seriously, 
another  burden  for  publications  which 
rely  solely  on  mail  delivery. 

Father  Vetter  said  the  North  Carolina 


Catholic  is  considering  alternative  ways 
of  distribution  —  such  as  hiring  paper 
boys  to  deliver  the  papers  or  handing  out 
papers  to  church-goers  on  Sunday. 

But  for  TM/UMR  and  many  other 
religious  publications,  Dr.  Dunnam  says 
there  are  no  viable  alternatives.  Neither 
door-to-door  delivery,  even  in  heavy- 
readership  metropolitan  areas  —  nor 
bulk  shipment  for  distribution  at  local 
churches  —  would  achieve  the  type  of 
effectiveness  now  achieved  by  mail 
delivery,  he  maintains. 

The  largest  percentage  of  a  TM/UMR 
reader’s  subscription  cost  —  19  percent 
—  today  goes  for  postal  costs,  Dr. 
Dunnam  said.  He  anticipates  the 
newspaper  will  spend  more  than  $500,000 
next  year  on  mailing  costs  alone. 

Bottom  line 

The  "bottom  line"  for  readers  of 
church  publications,  he  believes,  comes 
with  the  question,  “Do  we  believe  it  is 
important  for  the  church  —  particularly 
a  connectional  church  such  as  United 
Methodism  —  to  have  frequent 
interchange?" 

If  the  answer  is  “yes,"  Mr.  Dunnam 
urged  readers  to  encourage  members  of 
the  U.  S.  Congress  to  reassume  control  of 
the  postal  service’s  operations  and  to 
again  make  service  the  post  office’s 
primary  concern. 

If  that  doesn’t  happen,  he  said,  readers 
will  be  required  to  pay  continually  higher 
subscription  rates  due  primarily  to  con¬ 
tinually  increasing  postal  rates. 


United  Methodists  sew, 
eat,  walk  for  hunger 


BALTIMORE  —  Teenagers  walk  for  the  hungry  in  a  recent  walk  for  CROP  and 
for  the  Maryland  (state)  Food  Committee.  While  the  10-mile  trek  this  year  did  not 
draw  as  many  participants  or  raise  as  much  money  as  last  year.  United 
Methodists  joined  with  persons  from  14  other  denominations  in  the  event.  In  the 
nearby  Towson  area,  members  from  22  UM  churches  were  part  of  the  293  walkers 
who  raised  more  than  $6,000  for  CROP  projects  and  the  Manna  House  soup  kitchen 
in  Baltimore.  so.  new  England  umr  photo 


DWIGHT,  KAN.  —  What  can  be  done  with  one-fourth  of  a  yard  of  cloth,  the 
scraps  from  cutting  out  a  pair  of  slacks  or  one-half  skein  of  yarn?  The  women  of 
Dwight  United  Methodist  Church  can  tell  you  as  they  sew  clothes  to  be  sold  at  the 
Bishop’s  Roundup  for  Hunger.  Their  completed  projects  to  date  include  two 
layettes,  two  health  kits,  seven  shirt  and  shorts  sets,  three  long  pants  and  shirt 
sets,  four  dresses,  one  pair  of  pajamas,  10  baby  tops  and  four  bonnets. 
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FORTY  FORT. 
Penn.  —  Some  dine 
style  while 
others  eat  crackers 
at  a  hunger  simula¬ 
tion  meal  held  here 
at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Mem¬ 
bers  who  were  in 
the  First  World, 
shown  above,  ate  in 
style  while  Third 
World  people  ate 
dry  crackers  and 
rice.  The  discussion 
which  followed 
brought  out  feel- 
of  guilt  by 
in  the  First 
World  and  jealousy 
from  the  others. 
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Ray  Branton  Writes 


New  Churches  In  Louisiana: 

The  Third  Wave  Begins 


When  I  arrived  for  the  workshop  I  was 
to  lead  for  their  officers,  I  noticed  the 
buildings  didn’t  look  too  much  like  a 
church.  The  pews  appeared  secondhand, 
at  least.  No  permanent  walls  separated 
Sunday  School  classes,  just  movable  par¬ 
titions.  Only  45  members  were  on  roll. 

Was  I  visiting  a  dying  church?  Indeed 
not!  The  new  Squyres  Church  in  Ragley 
(at  the  intersection  of  Highways  190  and 
171,  20  miles  north  of  Lake  Charles)  is 
one  of  our  most  dynamic  churches. 
Pastor  Don  Hisinger  calls  it  “One  of  my 
most  exciting  appointments.”  He  reports 
there  are  almost  no  inactive  members 
and  says  attendance  at  morning  worship 
usually  exceeds  membership. 

From  its  temporary  quarters  in  an 
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abandoned  school  building,  the  Squyres 
Church  carries  out  a  full  church  program, 
including  church  school  for  all  ages, 
evangelistic  outreach  to  unchurched  per¬ 
sons  and  a  thorough  approach  to  care  of 
church  members.  The  recipient  of  the 
latest  Thousand  Club  call,  Squyres  will 
use  the  money  to  help  acquire  land  and 
build  its  first  unit.  Young  families  with 
children  moving  into  this  area  suggest  a 
promising  future  for  the  church. 

Squyres,  St.  Timothy  in  Mandeville 
and  Aldersgate  in  Slidell,  the  three 
churches  we  have  begun  in  as  many 
years,  are  all  reaching  persons  we 
would  otherwise  have  missed.  These 
churches  make  abundantly  clear  why 
starting  new  churches  is  so  vital  to  our 
future.  Like  the  circuit  riders  on  the 
frontier,  we  must  continue  to  go  where 
the  people  are  if  we  want  to  reach  new 
persons  for  Christ. 

Historically,  there  have  been  two 
major  waves  of  new  church  formation  in 
Louisiana:  from  the  arrival  of  Methodist 
preachers  in  the  1800s  through  about  1880, 
and  from  1945  to  about  1960.  Our  three 
newest  churches  appear  to  signal  the 
beginning  of  a  new  third  wave. 

A  recent  decision  to  conduct  a  detailed 
survey  of  the  entire  state  to  pinpint  loca¬ 


tions  for  new  churches  to  be  built  between 
now  and  the  end  of  the  century  will 
help  usher  in  this  third  wave  of  church 
building.  Under  the  leadership  of  our  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  this 
survey  will  be  conducted  with  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  Dr.  James  Davis  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Research  and  Survey  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
Dr.  Tex  Sample  of  Saint  Paul’s  School  of 
Theology.  Results  of  the  survey  and 
recommendations  for  action  will  be 
presented  to  the  Annual  Conference, 
probably  at  its  next  regular  session,  and 
plans  will  then  be  put  in  motion  to  ac 
quire  property  needed  to  build  new 
churches  in  Louisiana  over  the  next 
quarter  century. 

As  a  sunbelt  state,  Louisiana  will  con 
tinue  to  grow  in  population.  Projections 
suggest  there  will  be  as  much  as  a  20% 
increase  over  the  next  25  years.  It  should 
not  be  difficult  for  our  church  to  grow 
at  the  same  rate  as  the  population,  but 
whether  we  do  so  will  depend  to  a  sub¬ 
stantial  extent  on  whether  we  have  pro¬ 
vided  land  for  the  churches  of  tomorrow. 

Congratulations  to  our  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  these  ini¬ 
tiatives.  They  deserve  our  wholehearted 
support. 


Over 600  Participated 


“More  than  500  people  have 
participated  in  three  Laboratory /Semi¬ 
nar  enterprises  sponsored  by  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  this  summer," 
reported  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  executive 
director  of  the  jurisdiction. 

Approximately  223  people  attended  the 
event  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 
Ark.;  while  200  were  in  attendance  at 
Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly, 
Sacramento,  N.M.;  and  90  were  at  the 
event  held  in  the  Alamo  Heights  UMC, 


San  Antonio,  Tex. 

The  4th  Jurisdictional  event  held  Oct. 
5-10  in  Wichita,  Kans.,  was  also 
successful. 

The  laboratory/seminar  enterprise  is 
one  of  many  different  types  of  leadership 
training  events  made  possible  by  the 
jurisdiction. 

Plans  are  being  made,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  for 
several  Christian  Workers'  Schools  to  be 
held  across  the  jurisdiction  during  1979. 

These  schools  will  train  leaders  for 
short  term  courses  with  emphasis  being 
given  to  helps  that  can  be  provided  for 
churches  of  small  membership. 
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2,000  Expected  To  Take 
’79  Galilean  Experience 


“The  Galilean  Covenant  Experience”  for  clergy  and  laity  is 
being  called  “not  just  another  tour  but  a  great  Christian 
experience.” 

It  is  expected  that  2,000  persons  will  be  involved  in  the  1979 
trip  which  is  set  for  Feb.  27  through  March  9  to  the  Holy  Land. 

Dr.  Oral  Roberts,  president  of  Oral  Roberts  University, 
author  and  well-known  television  speaker,  will  be  speaking  to 


the  participants  at  the  Sea  of  Galilee 

The  basic  cost  is  $1,099.  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr.,  pastor  at 
First  UMC  in  DeRidder,  is  serving  as  tour  escort  from  this 
area.  For  more  information  you  can  write  him  at  161  Lee  Ave.. 
DeRidder,  La.  70634.  Or  phone  him  at  (318)  463-8915. 

Places  participants  will  visit  include:  Jerusalem,  Nazareth. 
Bethlehem,  Sea  of  Galilee  area,  Jordan  River.  Jericho. 
Quamran,  Megiddo,  Caesarea,  Athens.  Corinth,  etc. 

“Each  participant  will  have  an  excellent  guided  tour  of 
important  places  in  Israel  related  to  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  and 
sites  in  Athens  and  Corinth  where  Paul  preached,”  said  Rev. 
Bowdon. 

Internationally  known  speakers  and  leaders  from  various 
branches  of  the  Methodist  Church  will  provide  inspiration  and 
challenge  at  three  places  where  all  participants  will  gather: 
Sea  of  Galilee,  Jerusalem  and  Athens. 

Speakers  and  leaders  include: 

Dr.  Alan  Walker,  who  has  spoken  on  every  continent,  and 
who  will  bring  the  sending-out  challenge  at  Athens. 

Rev.  John  R.  Bryant  of  the  AME  Church. 

Dr.  George  Hunter  III,  United  Methodist  Evangelism 
leader. 

Dr.  Robert  Andrews,  speaker  on  the  Free  Methodist  Light 
and  Life  Hour  Broadcast. 

Johnnie  Marie  Grimes,  educator  from  Dallas.  Texas. 

Bishop  Chester  Kirkendoll  of  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  Pittsburgh. 

Rev.  George  Sails  of  London,  chairman  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  Evangelism  Committee. 


LAKE  CHARLES  —  Lylln  Sue  Guth  of  Lake  Charles,  is  one 
of  four  students  at  Scarritt  College  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  be 
awarded  the  Presidential  Merit  Scholarship  for  the  1978-79 
academic  year. 

Miss  Guth,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyle  W.  Guth, 
received  the  funds  to  defray  the  cost  of  tuition. 

A  graduate  student  at  Scarritt,  Miss  Guth  is  studying  in  the 
area  of  Christian  education.  A  native  of  Louisiana,  she 
received  the  B.A.  degree  in  early  childhood  education  from 
McNeese  State  University  in  Lake  Charles. 

Above,  Dr.  Douglas  Reid  Sasser,  president  of  Scarritt 
College,  presents  the  scholarship  to  her. 


Event  Set  For  Leaders  Of  Methodist  Men 


A  Jurisdictional  training  eyent  for 
district  lay  leaders  and  district 
presidents  of  United  Methodist  Men  is 
being  planned  for  March  17-18,  1979,  at 
the  Center  for  Continuing  Education. 
University  of  Oklahoma,  Norman,  Okla. 

Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich  Jr.  will  be 
preaching  at  the  worship  times  during 
the  event. 

Renewed  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
United  Methodist  Men  is  being  seen 
across  the  nation.  This  workshop  is 
planned  to  give  helps  to  district  leaders 
who  have  responsibilities  of  helping  local 
churches  in  their  men's  work. 

Campus  Ministries 
Meet 

CAMP  BREWER  —  Camp  Brewer, 
the  United  Methodist  Camp  near 
Alexandria,  was  the  setting  for  a 
statewide  retreat  for  campus  ministry 
centers  the  weekend  of  Oct.  6-8. 

Representatives  from  all  but  one  of  the 
ten  campus  ministry  centers  and  the  two 
Methodist  colleges,  Dillard  and 
Centenary,  participated. 


Those  at  the  retreat  made  the  following 
commitments:  to  interpret  the  ministry 
of  campus  communities  to  local 
churches,  to  join  with  other  centers  for 
fellowship  and  learning  during  the  1979 
spring  semester;  to  encourage  local 
churches  to  assist  in  the  tunding  of 
campus  ministry  across  the  conference 

Blount  Named 
To  Board 

LAKE  CHARLES  -  Rev.  Henry  C. 
Blount,  senior  minister  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  has 
been  elected  to  serve  on  the  Board  of 
Councilors  for  St.  Patrick's  Hospital  ot 
Lake  Charles. 

The  Councilors,  made  up  of  citizens  of 
the  community,  guide  and  advise  the 
administrator  and  staff  and  counsel  with 
the  Board  of  Directors  in  matters  which 
work  for  the  welfare  of  the  hospital.  It  is 
a  policy-recommending  body. 

Appointment  Made 

Roy  Brown  Nash  has  been  appointed 


chaplain  and  director  of  the  Department 
of  Pastoral  Care  at  the  Memorial 
Medical  Center  in  Springfield,  Ill. 

Rev.  Nash  has  been  on  a  sabbatical 
leave  from  the  New  Orleans-Houma 
District. 

His  new  mailing  address  is  800  North 
Rutledge,  Springfield,  Ill  62702.  This 
appointment  was  effective  Oct.  30. 

Wee  ken  (I  For  Christ 

JENA  —  The  weekend  of  Nov.  10-12 
was  designated  as  “Weekend  for  Christ" 
at  Nolley  Memorial  UMC. 

Dr.  Benedict  Galloway,  who  has 
served  as  minister  of  Noel  Memorial 
UMC  in  Shreveport  since  1972,  was  the 
guest  speaker 


In  Metnoriam 

SHREVEPORT  -  Dr  Bryant 
Davidson,  professor  Emeritus  of  History 
and  Government,  died  Nov.  2  at 
Schumpert  Hospital.  He  was  75.  He 
retired  in  May  of  1970  after  teaching  at 
Centenary  College  for  42  years. 


He  taught  more  of  Centenary’s 
students  than  any  other  teacher  in  the 
school's  history. 

Survivors  include  his  wife.  Tip 
Davidson. 

Mrs.  Edna  Earle  Boyd,  widow  of 
Joseph  Walter  Boyd,  died  Oct.  28. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  Oct. 

30. 

Mrs.  Boyd  was  employed  at  the 
Washington  St.  Tammey  Hospital. 


Laity  Day 

ALEXANDRIA  -  Newman  UMC 
observed  Laity  Day  Oct.  8  with  Attorney 
J.  E.  Hines  presiding. 

Mrs.  Lullilia  W.  Harrison,  a  Houston, 
Texas,  retired  teacher  and  guidance 
counselor,  spoke  on  Diakomid  Steward¬ 
ship  of  Service.  Her  message  came  from 
John  13:  1-17  and  she  provoked  thoughts 
about  being  concerned  with  all  people  in 
the  world. 

The  Sanctuary  Choir  sang.  Rev.  Roger 
D  Lathan  is  the  minister 


George  goes  wherever 
his  work  or  travels  take 
him  via  his  van  and 
wheelchair. 


‘God  Didn’t  Push  Me’ 


By  LINDA  LOCKWOOD. 

News  Editor 

Nothing  about  the  calm,  brisk  October  day  in  1973  warned 
George  Schurman  of  Shreveport  that  he  was  on  the  brink  of 
a  near-fatal  accident. 

A  businessman  with  five  children,  who  faithfully  serves 
God  at  Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church,  he  was  on  the 
roof  of  his  house  five  years  ago  cleaning  the  leaves  and  pine 
straw  from  the  gutters. 

The  next  thing  he  knew  he  was  flat  on  his  back  on  the 
ground,  conscious  but  totally  numb  and  unable  to  move. 

Doctors  later  broke  the  news  to  him.  He  would  never 
again  walk  nor  have  the  total  use  of  his  arms  and  hands.  He 
was  a  quadriplegic,  lucky  to  even  be  alive. 

Due  to  the  fall  he  had  broken  his  neck  and  injured  his 
spinal  cord. 

One  minute  everything  was  proceeding  as  normal  and 
then  the  next  minute,  before  he  even  knew  what  was 
happening,  his  life  had  taken  an  unexpected  twist.  A  twist 
which,  perhaps,  would  cause  many  to  ask  “Why  me,  God? 
Why  did  you  do  this  to  me?” 

George  recently  told  his  story  to  the  nation  on  the  United 
Methodist  radio  program  "Connection.  ” 

He  said  during  that  interview,  “I  can’t  say  that  I  have 
ever  been  resentful  for  what  has  happened  to  me 
physically.  And  I  guess  that  is  the  reason  1  have  what  I 
consider  to  be  a  good  outlook  on  my  own  life.  I  don't  do  this 
in  any  bragging  way.  I  believe  it  is  a  gift  God  has  given  me 
to  feel  comforted  about  the  way  I  happen  to  be  right  now. 

“I  think  that  able-bodied  people  look  to  people  who  are 
suffering  difficulty  sometime  and  wonder  how  they  are  able 
to  withstand  it.  1  think  that  God  gives  us  the  strength  and  I 
believe  you'll  find  in  the  scriptures  that  the  strongest  are 
the  weakest  and  through  weakness  and  adversity  comes 
strength. 

“It's  not  a  physical  strength.  It's  a  strength  of  character 
that  we  get  from  God.  God  gives  us  the  strength.  It’s  there 
for  whoever  seeks  it  or  discovers  it. " 

Sitting  in  his  office  located  on  the  top  floor  of  the  Beck 
Building,  downtown  Shreveport,  George  cheerfully  said  his 
biggest  problem  in  life  was  not  having  enough  hours  in  the 
day  to  get  everything  done  on  his  lists  of  things  to  do.  Not 
only  does  he  head  oil  and  gas,  realty,  and  stamp  businesses, 
but  he  is  an  active  Board  Director  for  the  Caddo-Bossier 
Association  for  Retarded  Citizens  and  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary  College.  He  is  also  Vice- 
Chairman  for  Development  of  the  Multi-Faith  Retirement 
Services  Center  to  be  built  in  Shreveport. 

Several  of  his  children  are  in  business  with  him  and  share 
his  office  complex, 

A  silver-haired,  46-year-old,  with  sparkling  sky-blue  eyes, 
George  recently  put  his  business  phone  on  hold  and  shuffled 


appointments  to  make  time  for  a  quick  interview 

By  using  muscles  in  his  shoulder  he  can  maneuver  his 
arm  and  hand  to  pick  up  light  objects  and  press  the  button 
on  his  phone  speaker.  Occasionally,  he  glanced  out  at 
Shreveport's  skyline,  framed  in  two  plate-glass  windows  in 
his  office. 

"You've  just  got  to  meet  Bayne  Lee,"  he  enthusiastically 
said  as  his  25-year-old  friend,  chauffeur,  physical  therapist 
passed  by  the  door  of  his  office  Bayne  worked  as  a  physical 
therapist  technician  while  George  was  recuperating  at 
Willis-Knighton  Hospital. 

Several  months  later  he  was  able  to  hire  Bayne  to  work 
full-time  for  him.  He  not  only  works  in  George’s  businesses, 
but  drives  him  to  and  from  work,  to  his  oil  field  sites  and  to 
other  appointments. 

There  was  no  trace  of  self  pity  as  George  recalled  his 
accident  and  the  things  he  learned  from  it. 

"God  is  a  good  God.  God  does  not  do  bad  things  or  plan 
bad  things  for  anyone.  When  God  created  the  universe,  he 
also  created  many  physical  laws.  If  we  don’t  heed  them  we 
are  going  to  have  catastrophies  —  small  ones  and  big  ones. 
People  don't  fly,  that's  one  of  them.  I  walked  off  my  roof  — 
God  didn't  push  me. 

"So  I  think  the  lack  of  resentment,  in  my  mind,  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  I  myself  did  to  me  what  was  done  1  think  there 
are  probably  very  good  reasons  —  we  probably  are  not  wise 
enough  to  know  them,  in  fact,  I  know  we  aren't  —  for 
everything  that  goes  afoul  in  this  world. 

"Somewhere  God’s  laws  were  not  obeyed.  We  didn't  do 
things  in  the  right  way.  And  this  is  not  only  true  for 
catastrophic  accidents  in  my  mind. 

"How  can  you  blame  God,  for  say,  the  famine  in  India  or 
other  places  where  children,  who  have  no  knowledge  about 
why  they're  here,  are  starving?  Isn't  the  reason  that  we 
who  have  the  means  of  feeding  them,  don't  Jeed  them? 

"So,  when  you  look  to  people  like  that,  do  you  say  God  is 
punishing  them?  No,  1  don't  believe  that.  Man  is  not  taking 
care  of  his  brothers  like  Jesus  has  taught  we  should.  ” 

George,  who  was  raised  in  Canada,  came  to  Shreveport 
through  the  Air  Force  and  was  stationed  at  Barksdale  Air 
Force  Base.  He  graduated  from  Centenary  College  and 
after  marrying  Aline  Spence,  he  settled  in  Shreveport  to 
raise  his  family. 

Today,  George  still  faithfully  serves  the  church  and  by 
his  optimistic  outlook  on  life,  is  helping  others  to  find  that 
strength  for  victorious  living,  which  only  comes  from 
Christ. 

Perhaps  if  some  had  to  wear  George's  shoes  they  would 
not  be  able  to  smile  and  say  what  George  said  as  I  was 
leaving  his  office: 

"God  has  blessed  me.  I've  been  a  very  fortunate  person  in 
my  life.” 


George  Schurman  ( right )  discusses  the  day's  schedule  with  Bayne  Lee. 
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Ediloria Is  «««««««« 

‘Baby  beer’:  an  incredibly  sick 
product  Christians  should  oppose 


The  development  by  the  Anheuser- 
Busch  corporation  of  St.  Louis  of  a 
product  being  referred  to  as  "baby  beer” 
is  so  incredibly  sick  that  when  TM/UMR 
heard  about  it  we  wondered  if  the  whole 
matter  wasn’t  a  hoax.  Unfortunately  it  is 
not. 

Anheuser-Busch— America’s  largest 
brewery— recently  test  marketed  in 
Virginia  a  drink  named  "Chelsea,” 
which  is  packaged  like  beer,  foams  like 
beer  when  poured,  is  malt-based  like 
beer,  and  has  an  alcohol  content  of  a 
shade  less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 

The  brewery  calls  it  a  “soft-drink” 
(since  such  a  small  alcohol  content 
places  it  outside  legal  regulation)  and 
claims  it  is  “harmless.” 

Fortunately,  irate  parents,  medical 
professionals,  educators  and  church- 
persons  in  Virginia  do  not  consider  it 
“harmless.  ”  In  a  storm  of  protest 
these  Virginians  pointed  out  that 
the  drink  is  simply  a  gimmick  to  get 
children  accustomed  to  beer  and  thus  to 
prepare  them  for  the  transition  to  the 
real  thing  at  a  later  age. 

Surely  a  multi-million  dollar 
corporation  such  as  Anheuser-  Busch  can 


find  better  ways  to  make  money  than  by 
peddling  such  a  shady  product 

The  Virginia  protest  has  already 
caused  the  brewery  to  end  its  advertising 
and  promotion  campaign  in  Virginia 
(even  though  Chelsea  is  still  being  sold 
there).  Company  officials  say  they  are 
now  "rethinking”  their  marketing 
techniques. 

But  the  product  has  not  been 
withdrawn.  There  is  no  indication  that 
Anheuser-Busch  plans  to  do  any  more 
than  let  the  pressure  ease  off  a  bit  before 
trying  again  with  different  marketing 
techniques. 

At  its  recent  annual  meeting  in  Detroit, 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
authorized  an  investigation  by  its  staff 
into  "Chelsea.”  The  division  urged 
church  persons  to  oppose  the  product. 

We  join  with  the  Women’s  Division  in 
this  call.  We  urge  United  Methodists 
across  the  nalion  to  let  Anheuser-Busch 
know  how  they  feel  about  the 
introduction  of  such  a  product.  Write: 
Office  of  the  President,  Anheuser-Busch, 
721  Pestalozi  Street,  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
63118. 


Sermon  boomerangs;  hits 
preacher  in  the  wallet 


A  pastor,  gifted  as  a  persuasive 
orator,  from  a  large  city  was  asked  to 
speak  in  a  small  rural  church  hard  hit 
by  the  drought.  He  gave  what  he 
considered  a  stirring  sermon  on  “You 
can  get  more  out  of  life  in  general— if 
you  put  more  into  it.”  His  audience 
fidgeted  and  some  yawned. 

As  the  visiting  pastor  walked  out  of 
the  church  after  services,  he  saw  an 
empty  collection  plate  and  he  put  a 
dollar  bill  in  it. 

When  the  pastor  and  his  young  son, 
who  had  accompanied  him,  prepared 
to  leave,  an  elder  of  the  church 


approached  them. 

“It  is  the  tradition  here.”  explained 
the  elder,  “that  we  give  the  visiting 
speaker  whatever  free-will  offering  is 
left  in  the  collection  plates."  He 
cleared  his  throat  and  added,  “lam 
sorry  to  say  that  all  that  was  collected 
was  one  dollar.” 

With  a  wry  smile  the  pastor 
accepted  the  dollar,  the  same  one  he 
had  given,  and  as  he  walked  towards 
his  car,  his  son  frowned  and  said, 
"You  know  Dad.  if  you  had  put  more 
into  it,  you  would  have  gotten  more 
out  of  it.” 
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Here  1  Stand 

Taking  God’s  name 
in  vain  commonplace 


My  Witness 

Singing  together  can 
change  a  drab  day 


It’s  easy  to  be  against  everything 


The  Rev.  Jack  Hyles,  pastor  of  a  38,000- 
member  independent  Baptist  church  in 
Hammond,  Indiana,  recently  offered  an 
interesting  indirect  lesson  about 
Christian  social  action  before  a 
gathering  of  Baptist  ministers  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 

“There’s  nothing  I’m  not  against,”  Mr. 
Hyles  told  3,500  preachers  at  the 
meeting.  “I’m  against  it  all.  I’m  an  old- 
fashioned,  fire-and  brimstone,  barn- 
burning,  window-rattling,  shingle- 
grabbing  fundamentalist.” 

While  chiding  “liberals”  for  their 
involvement  with  social  issues,  the 
gathering  to  which  he  spoke  joined  in  the 
spirit  of  his  address  and  came  out 
against:  forced  busing,  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  abortion,  Sunday  shopping, 
alcohol,  pornography,  legalized  gamb¬ 
ling,  smoking  in  public  places,  homo¬ 
sexuality,  “swing  and  sway  Pentecostal 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


music,”  rock  music,  “unscriptural 
unisex  culture,”  and  communism.  They 
also  resolved  opposition  to  “modernism, 
liberalism,  ecumenicism,  neo-evangel¬ 
ism  and  the  spurious  charismatic 
movement  of  this  present  age.” 

Whew !  With  so  much  to  be  against,  it  is 
hard  to  imagine  how  one  could  find  the 
time  to  be  for  anything. 

Maybe  that  will  be  next  year’s  speech. 
We  hope  so  It  would  be  embarrassing  for 
a  person  to  arrive  at  the  “Pearly  Gates” 
possessing  only  a  list  of  things  he  has 
been  against. 

While  we  may  not  always  be  in 
agreement  with  die  positions  groups  in 
our  church  take  on  social  issues,  we  may 
be  grateful  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  resolutions  more  often  stand 
for  something  positive  rather  than 
simply  cataloguing  what  we  are  against. 


By  MARY  LOUISE  KITSEN 

Everyone  feels  blue  once  in  a  while. 
Sometimes  we  are  unhappy  because  of  a 
problem  or  family  situation  which  must 
be  faced.  Sometimes,  however,  we  just 
feel  a  little  down  without  any  one  serious 
reason. 

When  I  was  a  little  girl,  my 
grandmother  used  to  tell  us  that  when  we 
felt  “just  plain  blue,”  we  should  choose  a 
hymn  with  a  happy  message  and  sing  it 
just  as  loudly  as  we  could.  She  said, 
“Methodists  like  to  sing  to  God.” 

One  day  my  mother  followed 
Grandma’s  advice.  She  started  singing 
“Showers  of  Blessings"  just  as  loudly  as 
she  could.  She  was  doing  the  morning 
dishes,  and  as  it  was  summer,  the 
window  in  front  of  her  was  open. 

Our  next  door  neighbor  was  in  her  yard 
weeding  her  flowers.  Suddenly,  this  lady 
joined  in  with  the  singing.  Our  elderly 
neighbor,  Mr.  Johnson,  was  on  his  front 
porch  across  the  street  and  he  joined  in. 

At  this  point  my  little  brother  and  I 
went  outside.  We  walked  along  the  street 
hardly  believing  what  was  happening. 
The  postman  delivering  the  mail  joined 
in.  Then  two  houses  down,  Mrs.  Potter 
started  singing  too.  Tommy  Maynard, 


returning  home  from  his  paper  route 
came  along  singing  the  old  hymn. 

As  David  and  I  walked  slowly  along, 
the  hymn  singing  seemed  to  follow  us. 
Maud  Trotter  came  out  on  her  porch  to 
see  what  was  happening  and  she  started 
singing.  Mr.  Miller  who  had  just  lost  his 
wife  a  few  days  before  was  now  smiling 
and  singing  with  tears  in  eyes.  Why  there 
was  Mr.  MacDonald,  the  man  who  was 
nearly  always  grumpy,  singing  too!  Mr. 
MacDonald  singing  about  “Showers  of 
Blessings?” 

In  time  the  singing  stopped.  But 
looking  around  us,  everyone  seemed 
happier  and  more  content. 

Hymns  set  the  messages  given  to  us  in 
the  Bible  to  music.  They  are  a  happy  way 
of  praising  God  and  taking  a  brighter 
outlook.  “There  shall  be  showers  of 
blessings;  This  is  the  promise  of  God.”  If 
you  feel  blue,  sing  these  words  at  the  top 
of  your  voice.  Maybe  you’ll  start  a  chain 
reaction  too! 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mary  Louise 
Kitsen,  lives  in  Plantsville,  Connecticut. 


By PATSHARPTON 

“Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain,  for  the  Lord  will  not 
hold  him  guiltless  that  taketh  his  name  in 
vain.”— Exodus  20:7. 

Are  we  Christians  taking  God’s  name 
in  vain?  Most  of  us  would  say  that  we 
never  use  God’s  name  in  profanity  and 
that  we  cringe  when  others  do.  When  we 
were  commanded  not  to  take  God’s  name 
in  vain,  was  God  referring  only  to  our 
language?  Or  was  he  also  concerned 
about  the  way  we  live? 

Clarence  Jordan  says  Christians 
should  examine  themselves  regarding 
this  commandment.  For  only  those  who 
take  God’s  name,  Christians,  can  take  it 
in  vain.  When  we  commit  ourselves  to 
God  and  call  ourselves  Christians,  we 
take  God’s  name.  Non-Christians  don’t 
take  God’s  name;  how  can  they  take  it  in 
vain? 

Let  us  ask,  “Are  we  Christians  taking 
God’s  name  seriously  or  are  we  taking  it 
in  vain?”  Is  the  church  striving  to  do 
God’s  will,  to  represent  God,  or  are  we 
taking  God’s  name  in  vain? 

I  feel  that  if  we  are  honest  we  will 
admit  that  we,  the  church,  may  have 
taken  God’s  name  in  vain.  Yes,  we  have 
had  some  victories  and  have  done  some 
good.  But,  we  are  not  winning  the  battle. 
Somehow,  we  have  gotten  off  the  track. 

For  example,  many  so-called  Christian 
schools  have  sprung  up  in  the  last  few 
years,  not  necessarily  to  promote 
Christianity,  but  to  maintain  racial 
segregation.  Is  it  consistent  to  call  these 
schools  “Christian”? 

We  have  built  huge  churches  with 
elaborate  trapping.  Meanwhile,  millions 
go  hungry;  millions  know  nothing  of 
Christian  love  and  compassion;  and 
millions  know  nothing  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  what  he  stands  for.  It  seems  that  we 
talk  more  of  building  parking  lots,  of 
buying  organs  and  handbells  than  we  do 
of  everyday  love  and  ministry  to  the 
people  of  our  community. 

We  go  to  annual  conference  and  pat 
ourselves  on  the  back  for  how  much  we 
gave  to  missions  last  year.  Yet,  it  takes 
one  man  with  courage  to  stand  up  at  the 
Florida  Conference  and  remind  us  that 


Let’s  strive  to  overcome  petty  denominationaiism 


To  the  Editor 

The  editorial  in  the  October  27  issue 
entitled  “Consider  I  Corinthians  12  if  you 
begrudge  papal  news  coverage”  was 
excellent.  You  are  to  be  commended  for 
such  a  fine  piece  of  work. 

Of  course  it  is  a  shame  and  a  disgrace 
that  you  had  to  do  such  a  thing.  One 
would  think  that  in  this  day  and  age  we 
Protestants  would  have  overcome  our 
irrational,  immoral,  and  unscriptural 
bias  against  our  Roman  Catholic 
brethren.  Alas,  apparently  such  is  not  the 
case. 

One  gets  the  sneaking  suspicion  that  a 
lot  of  the  Protestant  outcry  against  the 
papal  news  coverage  derives  at  least  in 
part  from  jealousy.  As  you  noted  in  your 
editorial  there  no  position  in  any  other 
Christian  communion  comparable  to  the 
papacy.  Personally,  I  have  noted  that 
much  of  the  griping  seems  to  come  from 
sects  that  have  failed  to  establish  for 
themselves  the  same  credibility  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  have. 

Individuals  like  the  oft-mentioned 
“Billy  Graham”  and  “a  prominent 
leader  of  some  evangelical  church”  may 
be  newsworthy  or  influential  on  occasion 
but  I  suggest  that  they  fall  far  short  of  the 
papacy  in  terms  of  credibility  as  leaders 
of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  in  the  world. 
Indeed,  such  persons  and  their  followers 
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often  contribute  far  more  to  a  pervasive 
and  destructive  sectarianism  in 
Christianity  than  they  do  to  a  genuine 
spirit  of  Christian  catholicity. 

If  we  wish  to  be  part  of  that  Holy 
catholic  church  in  which  we  affirm  our 
faith  regularly  then  we  ought  to  strive  to 
rise  beyond  denominational  borders.  I 
hope  that  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
your  editorial  are  more  indicative  of 
United  Methodist  attitudes  than  are  the 
petty  outcries  on  which  you  so  effectively 
comment. 

Congratulations  on  a  job  well  done. 

Robert  P.  Hall 
Cheswold,  Delaware 

‘Required  reading’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  the  October  27  issue  of 
the  Reporter—  “Consider  I  Corinthians 
12  if  you  begrudge  papal  news  coverage” 
—should  be  “required  reading”  for  all 
those  who  profess  to  be  Christian. 

What  has  happened  to  the  spirit  of 
ecumenism?  Are  people  forgetting  that 
all  our  church  steeples  point  in  the  same 
direction? 

Thank  you,  not  only  for  your  beautiful 
words  but  also  for  reminding  us  that  “We 
are  all  members  of  the  one  invisible  Body 
of  Christ  even  though  we  are  visibly 
separated  in  many  ways  from  one 
another  by  our  differences.” 

Mrs.  Dorris  W.  Sharp 
Groton,  Connecticut 

Article  beautiful 

To  the  Editor: 

How  beautiful  was  the  article  of 
Beverly  Brown  Boche  in  writing  of  the 
“god-like  qualities  showing  forth”  in  the 
actions  of  friends  and  relatives  at  her 
father’s  death  (TM/UMR,  November  3) ! 

I  wrote  the  following  a  few  months  before 
my  father  died  when  I  was  trying  to 
accept  the  thought  a  future  without  him : 

God  Must  Have  Had  His  Reasons.  If 
there  are  reasons  for  death,  they  must 
be: 

—to  draw  the  living  closer. 

—to  sharpen  our  senses. 

—to  face  us  to  our  God. 

—to  make  us  appreciate  happiness. 

—to  make  time  stop  for  a  moment. 

—to  teach  us  more  about  the  meaning 
of  love. 

Barbara  Attebeny  Scott 
Champaign.  Illinois 

Dancing  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  distressed  by  a  letter  I  just  read 
in  the  October  27  issue  of  TM/UMR 
headlined  “Please  do  better.”  The  writer 
took  you  to  task  for  printing  a  picture  and 
article  of  a  dance  used  in  the  context  of 
worship.  First  of  all.  I  would  suggest  that 
Mrs.  Bishop  read  II  Samuel  6:12-23 
where  the  Bible  tells  us  that  “.  .  .David 
danced  before  the  Lord.”  Evidently, 
David  was  so  full  of  joy  that  he  began  to 
dance  spontaneously.  Now,  not  everyone 
liked  this.  Saul’s  daughter  was  disgusted 
with  David  and  she  told  him  so.  But 
David  would  not  be  put  down.  He  told 
Michal  that  other  people  who  understood 
better  would  respect  him  for  his  joyous 
dancing  before  the  Lord. 

There  is  also  a  delightful  song  which  I 
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have  heard  which  states,  “And  I  am  the 
Lord  of  the  dance,  said  he.  .  .”  meaning 
Jesus.  The  dance  may  be  a  creation  of 
human  beings  or  of  God.  After  all,  we  do 
not  know  whether  God  dances  or  not !  The 
dance,  however,  is  a  creation,  just  as 
human  beings  are.  A  creation  can  be 
used  for  either  a  good  or  an  evil  purpose. 
To  dance  before  the  Lord,  David  said, 
was  good.  I  agree.  I  am  an  artist  and  a 
lover  of  great  music  and  of  dance.  I  feel 
that  the  creation  of  a  work  of  art,  be  it 
any  of  these  forms,  can  be  a  holy 
experience.  It  is  a  search  for  truth,  for 
holy  truth,  I  believe. 

People  have  made  music,  swayed  and 
danced  before  God  down  through  all  the 
ages.  It’s  only  in  recent  times  that  some 
people  have  fostered  the  idea  that  dance 
itself  is  evil.  I  am  sure  that  God  accepts 
and  enjoys  all  the  beautiful  creations  we 
make  in  honor  of  the  Lord.  I  do  feel  sorry 
for  anyone  who  cannot  enjoy  such 
beauty. 

Donna  Clark  Veeder 

Van  Hornesville,  New  York 

Curriculum  poor 

To  the  Editor  : 

Your  paper  frequently  raises  my  blood 
pressure  and  speeds  up  my  adrenaline, 
but  today’s  edition  caused  a  laugh.  The 
curriculum  drop  is  linked  to  declining 
attendance,  is  it?  So  why  is  Dr.  Watt’s 
second  suggestion  “to  work  to  convince 
the  18  percent  of  our  churches  not  using 
United  Methodist  curriculum  to 
reconsider”?  Reconsider  what? 
Declining  attendance?  Come  on,  Dr. 
Watts,  be  honest.  The  fourth  suggestion 
is  to  "Continue  to  listen  carefully  to  the 
church."  The  boards  and  bureaucracies 
have  not  begun  to  listen  to  the  church, 
but  I  hope  they  will  start. 

As  for  me,  if  I  had  to  use  United 
Methodist  curriculum,  I  would  find 
another  denomination. 

Barbara  Moore 

Oakland,  California 

Let’s  quit  ‘pussyfooting’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  saw  two  provocative  theater 
productions  recently  and  seeing  them 
has  caused  me  to  ponder  the  words  of  one 
of  the  guest  ministers  who  preached  for 
us  during  the  summer.  He  said:  “The 
theater  is  speaking  more  clearly  and 
unequivocally  to  the  great  issues  of  our 
times  than  the  pulpit  ” 


I  saw  the  presentation,  by  the 
Repertory  Theater  in  our  city,  of  the  play 
“That  Championship  Season”  by  Jason 
Miller.  The  playwright  deals  powerfully 
with  the  corruption  of  our  culture  both  on 
the  personal  level  and  on  the  social  level, 
analyzing  and  condemning  America’s 
lust  after  “winning"  and  “success.”  I 
have  seldom  heard  from  the  pulpit  such 
effective  handling  of  these  vital  issues. 
There  was  a  discussion  period  following. 
By  the  tenor  of  the  discussion  one  would 
have  thought  he  was  in  a  church— that  is, 
the  church  if  it  were  about  the  task  of 
bringing  the  Gospel  to  bear  on  our 
society  and  its  evil. 

A  few  days  later  I  saw  another  play, 
“Native  Son.”  In  this  incisive  play 
injustice  to  the  blacks  was  dynamically 
portrayed.  Never  in  my  life  have  I  seen  a 
more  powerful  statement  of  the  white 
man’s  role  in  causing  the  present  plight 
of  blacks,  and  by  implication  a  strong 
emphasis  on  the  absolute  necessity,  at 
whatever  cost  to  the  white  man,  to  right 
this  terrifying  situation.  And  again  there 
was  a  discussion  period  where  justice, 
ethics,  morality,  prejudice,  and  the 
death  penalty  were  handled  in  a  way  that 
the  church  should  be  handling  them: 
boldly  and  compassionately.  It  is  a  rare 
thing  these  days  to  find  the  established 
churches  dealing  forthrightly  and 
courageously  with  these  subjects.  Christ 
not  only  died  for  those  who  are 
comfortable,  those  deriving  most  benefit 
from  "the  system."  He  died  also  for  the 
hungry,  the  poor,  the  imprisoned,  the 
oppressed,  and  the  dispossessed— those 
outside  the  pale. 

When  will  the  church  put  Jesus  Christ 
ahead  of  buildings,  money,  prestige, 
comfort?  When  will  it  truly  proclaim  the 
whole  Gospel  and  quit  pussyfooting? 

Hiram  B.  Holdridge 
Evanston,  Illinois 

Renewal  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Richard  Peterson  is  to  be 
complimented  on  his  suggestions  for 
annual  membership  renewal  (TM/UMR, 
October  27 ) . 

An  accountable  membership  which  is 
provided  an  opportunity,  on  a  regular 
basis,  to  renew  vows  of  discipleship 
would  do  much  to  make  the  United 
Methodist  Church  a  stronger  and  more 
credible  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

I  would  be  interested  in  joining  others 


make 
next 

Chris  H.  Andrews 
Slidell,  Louisiana 

Worth  attention 

To  the  Editor  : 

Rev.  Richard  H.  Peterson’s  idea  as 
expressed  in  “Here  1  Stand"  (TM/UMR, 
October  27)  is  one  that  deserves  attention 
throughout  our  denomination. 

How  would  it  look  to  God  if  all 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
had  to  profess  their  faith  again  in  order 
to  remain  members  in  good  standing? 

Like  the  Lord’s  command  to  Gideon  to 
send  the  troops  home  (Judges  7),  He 
might  again  give  the  victory  to  the  few, 
that  all  might  recognize  their  deliver¬ 
ance  is  from  the  Lord. 

Mrs.  Rose  Rummel 
German  Valley,  Illinois 


thousands  of  people  died  last  night  of 
starvation. 

Are  we  taking  God’s  name  in  vain? 

We  do  little  in  our  worship  services 
that  is  contemporary  or  attractive  to 
young  people,  and  then  wonder,  "Why 
aren’t  the  young  people  in  church?” 

The  people  who  are  different  and 
unconventional  are  often  cold-shouldered 
and  phased  out  so  that  they  no  longer 
pose  a  threat  to  our  status  quo. 

Rather  than  address  ourselves  to 
society,  we  tend  to  follow  what  society 
dictates.  In  the  process  we  become  as 
materialistic,  as  exclusive,  and  as  self- 
interested  as  the  society  in  which  we  live. 

Our  church  has  become  overly 
institutionalized.  I  fear  that  we  are 
investing  so  much  energy  into 
maintaining  our  institution  that  we  are 
not  ministering  effectively.  In  church 
circles  these  comments  are  frequently 
heard:  “But,  like  it  or  not,  the  church  is  a 
business  and  must  be  run  like  a 
business”;  "He  got  appointed  to  a  ‘good’ 
church”;  "Yes,  I  really  like  the  new 
church  I’m  serving.  The  parsonage  is 
very  nice." 

While  we  play  church,  there  are  still 
many  needs  not  being  met,  a  mission  not 
being  fulfilled,  a  gospel  not  being 
preached.  We  have  been  taking  God’s 
name  in  vain.  Let  us  repent.  Let  us  seek 
God’s  will.  Let  us  do  what  is  right,  not 
what  is  expedient.  Let  us  look  to  the 
Scriptures  for  guidance.  Let  us  pray  that 
God’s  Holy  Spirit  will  show  us  what  is 
right  and  how  to  do  it. 

Let  us  look  to  Christ  as  our  example. 
Look  at  his  lifestyle,  his  words,  his 
actions.  Jesus  calls  us  to  make  his 
priorities  ours.  He  calls  us  to  live 
radically  different  than  we  used  to;  to 
have  new  values;  to  lose  ourselves  in 
service  to  Him  and  to  others.  Let  us  ask 
ourselves  over  and  over,  “What  would 
Jesus  do?  ”  Only  by  striving  constantly  to 
be  Christlike  can  we  avoid  taking  God’s 
name  in  vain. 

And  after  we  change  our  direction,  let 
us  minister  with  love  to  others.  If  we  can 
replace  our  self-interest  with  self- 
sacrifice;  if  we  can  replace  our 
competitiveness  with  compassion;  if  we 
can  become  a  place  of  healing  and  hope 
for  the  broken  and  hopeless  people  of  our 
world;  if  we  can  be  God’s  people  and 
truly  represent  God;  then  the  world  will 
pay  attention  to  the  church.  The  world  so 
desperately  needs  our  God  and  the  gospel 
we  preach.  Let  us  share  with  them  the 
joy  that  is  ours. 

God,  forgive  us  for  our  mistakes  and 
sins.  . 

God,  help  us  to  seek  your  truth. 

God,  help  us  not  to  take  your  name  in 
vain,  but  to  take  it  seriously  and  to  live  it 
sincerely.  Amen. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Pat 
Sharpton,  is  pastor  of  Christ  UMC  is 
Tampa,  Florida  ( Florida  Annual 
Conference). 

Readers  may  contribute  articles  for 
"Here  I  Stand "  and  "My  Witness”  by 
writing:  TM/UMR,  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas,  75222. 
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How  to  Teach  Bible  Stories! 
For  Grades  4-1S 

Mary  Nelson  Keithahn 
and  Marilyn  H.  Dunshee 

Tested  and  refined  in  numerous  workshops,  How 
to  Teach  Bible  Stones  contains  more  than  a  hundred 
proven  techniques  to 
add  real  excitement  to 
Bible  studies  for 
children  in  grades  four 
through  twelve. 

Keithahn  and  Dunshee 
share  tips  from  their 
years  of  practical 
experience  and  study. 

•  Includes  a  convenient 
index  arranged 
according  to  theme. 

•  Supplements  your 
basic  lessons. 

•  Brings  alive  the 
eternal  truth  and 
beauty  of  Bible  stories. 

$3.95,  paper 
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PLYMOUTH,  Mass. — With  his  helmet  by  his  side  and  his 
head  bowed,  Miles  Standish,  military  advisor  to  the 
Pilgrims,  prays  to  God.  Members  of  the  United  Methodist 


Church  here  play  most  of  the  roles  in  the  annual  public 
ceremony  which  recalls  the  spiritual  roots  of  America  as 
demonstrated  by  Plymouth’s  first  English  settlers. 

PHOTOS  BY  C.  K.  PARKKR.  LAUREN  ST.  ON(iF 


Thanksgiving  at  Plymouth 


6 Pilgrim  Progress’’ marks  the  day 


By  CLINTON  E.  PARKER 

PLYMOUTH,  Mass.  -  "This  hat  is 
too  big.  Get  a  book  before  you  line  up. 
Where  is  Miles  Standish?  Here  is  the 
white  blanket  for  the  baby.  Make  sure 
the  cuffs  are  pinned  on.  Is=*  this  shirt 
too  long?"  In  the  last  fpw  frantic 
moments  everything  was  readied.  At 
exactly  five  o’clock  a  groufi  of  United 
Methodists  and  friends  would  be 
transformed  into  a  band  of  pilgrims. 

Every  Friday  of  August  since  1921, 
marking  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
first  Thanksgiving  —  and  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  too  —  51  people 
dress  in  pilgrim  garb  and  recreate  a 
pilgrim  worship  service.  The  people 
gather  at  the  Mayflower  House  and 
begin  dressing  in  pilgrim  clothing. 
Each  person  in  the  line  of  march 
represents  a  particular  pilgrim 
survivor  of  that  harsh  first  winter. 
Even  though  half  of  the  pilgrims  had 
died  through  hunger,  disease  and 
exposure,  the  remaining  51  pilgrims 
celebrated  God’s  divine  providence 
unto  them.  They  were  in  a  new  land 
with  dreams  and  visions.  They 
gathered  for  worship. 

The  Plymouth  United  Methodist 
Church  took  over  the  annual 
responsibility  to  organize  a  "Pilgrim 
Progress”  last  year.  The  United 
Methodist  Pilgrims  started  leaving 
today  while  entering  into  yesterday  as 
they  Jacked  along  the  historic 
waterfront  and  passed  Plymouth 
Rock  and  Mayflower  II 

The  procession  was  led  by  Governor 
William  Bradford,  a  political  leader 
and  scholar;  Miles  Standish,  a 
military  advisor;  and  Elder 
Brewster,  the  spiritual  leader  of  the 
pilgrims.  These  men  were  portrayed 
by  the  worship  committee 
chairperson,  trustee  treasurer  and 
the  pastor  of  the  church.  Each  person 
knew  exactly  who  he/she  portrayed 
from  the  eminent  Edward  Winslow, 
who  served  as  governor  three  times, 
to  Remember  Allerton.  a  young  girl. 
There  was  even  an  infant  depicting 
Oceanus  Hopkins  who  was  born 


aboard  the  Mayflower. 

The  "Progress”  winded  its  way 
along  narrow  streets  with  tourists 
lining  the  sidewalks.  The  police 
stopped  traffic.  People  with  cameras 
appeared  everywhere.  Up  Leyden 
Street,  the  first  pilgrim  street,  across 
the  Main  Street  of  contemporary 
Plymouth  the  United  Methodist 
Pilgrims  climbed.  With  a  drummer  in 
front,  the  “Progress”  climbed  to  the 
top  of  Burial  Hill,  site  of  the  first 
meeting  house  and  fort. 

The  "Pilgrim  Progress”  ended  on 
Burial  Hill.  A  brief  worship  service 
was  held  in  which  psalms  were  sung 
to  music  of  the  1600s  and  a  brief 
meditation  given.  During  the  service 
from  its  lofty  hill  location,  each 
person  could  see  a  complete 
panorama  of  Plymouth  Harbor.  The 


noise  of  a  busy  Friday  summer 
evening  seemed  distant  and  remote. 
The  year  was  1621. 

All  too  quickly,  the  procession 
returned  to  its  starting  point  and  was 
transformed  from  Humility  White, 
Bartholomew  Allerton  and  Desire 
Minter  into  people  of  today.  The 
pilgrims  became  United  Methodists 
once  again.  For  these  United 
Methodists,  many  of  whom  were  new 
to  the  fast  growing  contemporary 
Plymouth,  the  celebration  of  the 
Thanksgiving  Day  could  no  longer  be 
the  same. 

Mr.  Parker,  pastor  of  Plymouth 
UMC,  says  last  year  was  the  first  time 
a  church  was  given  primary 
responsibility  for  conducting  the 
“Progress.” 


Plymouth 
UMC’s  youngest 
“pilgrim.”  Beth 
Beckett,  makes 
her  progress  in 
the  arms  of 
former  lay  lead- 
er  Walter 
Strauch,  as  the 
frantic  rush  to 
don  Pilgrim 
garb  ends  and 
the  commem¬ 
orative  walk 
begins  along 
Plymouth’s  his¬ 
toric  waterfront 
and  past  Ply¬ 
mouth  Rock  and 
Mayflower  II. 
The  walk  ends 
with  a  brief  wor¬ 
ship  service  at 
Burial  Hill. 


UM  layperson  heads  effort 


National  Bible  Week  proclaimed 

By  PAT  SITES 


Staff  Writer 

UPPER  SADDLE  RIVER.  N.J.  -  To 
United  Methodist  Donald  E.  Procknow, 
serving  breakfast  to  his  men’s 
discipleship  group  at  church  on  Sunday 
mornings  is  as  much  a  way  of  life  as 
being  president  of  a  large  corporation. 

For  the  lay  leader  of  Bergen  Highlands 
UMC  —  and  chief  executive  of  Western 
Electric  Company.  Inc.  —  faith  is  basic 
and  the  message  of  the  Bible  is  "sorely 
needed"  today. 

That’s  why  he  is 
serving  as  national 
chairman  of  the 
1978  interfaith  Na¬ 
tional  Bible  Week, 

Nov.  19-26,  and 
urging  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  others 
to  help  find  new 
ways  of  getting  peo¬ 
ple  to  read  the 
Bible  and  "find  Donald  Procknow 
there  eternal  words  of  wisdom  and 
guidance." 

With  a  lifetime  of  church  commitment 
behind  him,  Mr.  Procknow  admitted  to 
TM/UMR  recently  that  for  many  persons 
today,  religious  influence  has  been 
"crowded  out."  But  it's  "the  conflicting 
demands  of  our  time,  not  a  desire  to 
slough  off  spiritual  things."  he  believes, 
which  have  driven  people  away  from  the 
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DIRECTOR,  Division  of  Higher  Education.  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  The  United 
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P  O.  Box  1466,  LitUe  Rock.  Ark  72203 


fundamental  issues  of  faith. 

“Most  people  know  there’s  a  spiritual 
force  greater  than  any  one  of  us,  and 
most  of  them  do  respond  to  that 
knowledge  from  time  to  time.  But  they 
let  the  complexities  of  life  today  keep 
them  from  finding  time  to  read  their 
Bibles  and  reflect  on  their  spiritual 
condition." 

National  Bible  Week,  sponsored  for  the 
38th  year  by  the  Laymen’s  National  Bible 
Committee,  is  an  attempt  to  focus  the 
nation’s  attention  on  the  Bible,  he  said. 
“The  challenge  to  communicate  God’s 
word  to  a  modern  generation  has  never 
been  greater." 

Theme  of  the  Bible  Week  in  1978  is 
"The  Bible:  All  the  Truth  You'll  Ever 
Really  Need."  Major  “high  visibility” 
projects  will  include  a  continuous 
reading  of  the  entire  Bible,  estimated  to 
take  80  hours,  by  celebrities  and  persons 
of  all  faiths,  ages  and  vocations.  The 
“America  Reads  the  Bible"  project  will 
begin  Sunday  at  noon  in  New  York. 


Later  in  the  week,  NBC-TV  will 
televise  Old  Testament  dramas  three 
successive  evenings  in  prime  time. 
Donated  space  on  more  than  1,000 
billboards  across  the  nation  will  bear  the 
message.  “Welcome  to  the  Bible  —  Come 
Inside  for  the  Good  Life,"  Mr.  Procknow 
reports. 

Billed  as  largely  a  mass-media  effort 
to  undergird  the  work  of  religious 
groups.  National  Bible  Week  also  offers 
churches,  synagogues  and  civic  groups  a 
variety  of  Ntips  for  Bible  study  groups, 
Bible  exhibits  and  public  observances. 
Again  this  year,  mayors  of  the  nation's 
larger  cities  were  urged  to  proclaim  a 
"National  Bible  Week"  in  their  cities. 

Cooperating  religious  organizations 
are  the  U  S.  Catholic  Conference,  Greek 
Orthodox  Archdiocese.  Jewish 
Committee  for  National  Bible  Week, 
National  Council  of  Churches,  the 
Christian  Scientists.  Mormons,  the 
American  Bible  Society  and  other  Bible 
societies. 


Bible  readings  for  Bible  Week 

To  aid  the  observance  of  National  Bible  Week,  Nov.  19-26.  these  Bible  readings  have 
been  suggested  by  United  Methodist  Donald  E.  Procknow,  who  chairs  this  year’s 
Interfaith  observance: 


Sunday,  Nov  19- 

Morning 

Psalm  23 

Evening 

Revelation  21:1-5 

Monday.  Nov.  20  - 

Morning 

Psalm  27 

Evening 

James  5: 12-16 

Tuesday.  Nov.  21  - 

Morning 

Exodus  Chapter  20 

Evening 

Matthew  5: 1-16 

Wednesday.  Nov.  22 

-  Morning 

Genesis  8: 13-22 

Evening 

2Timothv2:15-16 

Thursday.  Nov.  23  ■ 

Morning 

Deuteronomy  8:11-20 

Evening 

John  1:1-18 

Friday.  Nov.  24- 

Morning 

Psalm  145:8-9 

Evening 

John  15:1-17 

Saturday.  Nov.  25- 

Morning 

Proverbs  3: 13  20 

Evening 

Matthew  6: 19-34 

Sunday,  Nov.  26- 

Morning 

Psalm  100 

Evening 

1  Corinthians  26-16 

1 981  -84  askings  aired 

UM  agency  sets  tentative  request  at  $27  million 


By  LEONARD  PERRYMAN 
United  Methodist  Communications 

DAYTON-  A  total  of  $27,615,649  has 
been  set  by  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
as  a  tentative  working  estimate  of  how 
much  the  church’s  six  program  agencies 
may  need  in  World  Service  funds  annually 
during  the  1981-84  quadrennium. 

That  total  is  37.5  percent  above  the 
present  $20,090,000  total  allocated 
annually  (if  the  goal  is  met)  from  World 
Service  funds 

The  working  estimates  were  voted  by 
the  GCOM  at  its  semi-annual  meeting 
here  Nov.  8-11.  They  will  now  go  to  the 
denomination's  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  along  with 
recommendations  for  programs  and 
priorities  in  1981-84. 

The  finance  agency  will  notify  the 
GCOM  how  much  World  Service  money  it 
proposes  as  a  total  for  the  six  agencies 
and  together  the  two  councils  will 
develop  final  recommendations  for  the 
1980  General  Conference. 

Martha  Boyd  Watson,  Denton,  Tex., 
chairperson  of  the  GCOM’s  general 
budget  and  allocations  committee, 
emphasized  the  “working,  preliminary 
nature  of  the  recommendations.  Firm 
figures  cannot  be  projected,  she  said, 
until  after  1979  budget  hearings, 
including  evaluations  of  the  agencies  by 
the  GCOM  and  recommended  missional 
priorities. 

Askings  listed 

The  estimated  total  figure  was  was 
pared  from  total  minimum  requests  by 
the  agencies  for  $30,702,649  annually. 

Minimum  askings  by  the  agencies, 
compared  with  the  tentative  working 
estimates  established  by  the  GCOM,  are: 
Board  of  Church  and  Society;  asking 
$1,200,000;  GCOM  estimate,  the  same; 
Board  of  Discipleship;  asking  $4,431,865: 


DAYTON  (UMC)  —  The  “dividedness 
of  the  people  known  as  United 
Methodists,"  a  rise  in  institutional 
racism  and  a  need  for  leadership  are 
issues  confronting  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  top  denominational  leader  said 
here  Nov.  8. 

Dr.  Norman  E.  Dewire  told  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  that 
United  Methodists  are  divided  between 
those  who  have  withdrawn  into  personal 
salvation  and  those  who  have  applied  the 
Gospel  to  the  social  realm  without  any 
ties  to  the  need  for  personal  rebirth.  The 
"middle  United  Methodists”  have  "kept 
the  balance  between  these  two  parties, 
but  now  the  conflict  is  increasing  and  the 
common  ground  is  harder  to  find,”  he 
said. 

On  another  issue,  Dr.  Dewire  said 
racism  is  just  as  present  now  as  it  has 
ever  been,  but  now  it  is  institutional¬ 
ized,  as  seen  in  unemployment  statistics, 
availability  of  medical  services  and  the 
level  of  family  income.” 

Fifteen  years  ago,  it  was  the  “march 
on  Washington"  and  now  it  is  the 
"resurgence  of  neo-Nazism,”  he  said. 
“Years  ago  it  was  Birmingham ;  now  it  is 
Bakke.  Ethnic  minority  and  concerned 
white  persons  are  marching  again  and 
being  jailed.  The  KKK  is  holding  rallies 
and  burning  crosses.  We  are  called  to  be 

‘Mission  means  ’ 
contest  slated 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  To  reward 
fresh  thinking  about  what  Christian 
mission  means,  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  inviting 
individuals  and  groups  to  send  in  posters, 
photographs,  stories/articles. 

Deadline  for  submitting  entries  is  May 
15, 1979. 

The  best  individual  and  group  entries 
in  the  under  16  age  bracket  and  the  over 
16  bracket  will  be  exhibited  at  the 
National  Convocation  on  Christian 
Mission  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  Sept.  20-23, 
1979.  and  at  the  fall  1979  board  meeting. 

In  judging  the  "Mission  Means 
event,  the  judges  will  reward  a  creative 
approach  and  a  biblical  understanding  of 
what  global  or  domestic  mission  entails. 

Persons  or  groups  are  asked  to  submit 
photos,  artwork  or  stories/articles  that 
express  their  own  involvement,  the 
witness  of  another  person  or  group,  the 
work  of  a  congregation,  annual 
conference  or  other  programs 
Additional  information  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Education  and 
Cultivation  Division,  Rm.  1358,  475 
Riverside  Drive.  New  York  10027. 

President  commends 
‘thankful  giving’ 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.  iRNS)  - 
President  Carter,  in  his  1978 
Thanksgiving  proclamation,  calls  on 
Americans  to  “make  personal  donations 
to  religious  or  secular  charities  to 
combat  chronic  hunger  and  malnutri¬ 
tion." 

He  also  asks  everyone  to  “observe 
Thanksgiving  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and 
sharing  by  declaring  it  a  day  of  Thankful 
Giving,  a  day  upon  which  the  American 
people  share  their  plenty  with  the  hungry 
of  other  lands.  " 


GCOM  estimate,  the  same.  Board  of 
Global  Ministries:  asking  $20,500,000: 
GCOM  estimate.  $16,989,000;  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry:  asking 
$2,822,677;  GCOM  estimate,  the  same; 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race: 
asking  $1,448,107;  GCOM  estimate,  the 
same;  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women:  asking  $300,000:  GCOM 
estimate.  $274,000. 

Priorities  reports  heard 
In  other  action,  the  GCOM  received 
reports  on  achievements  made  and  funds 
disbursed  for  the  denomination's  three 
missional  priorities  by  general  program 
agencies  and  annual  conferences  — 
reports  which  should  lay  to  rest  “the 
rumor  that  no  one  knows  how  the 
missional  priority  funds  are  spent,  so 
they  are  not  being  spent  at  all,"  said  the 
Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire.  GCOM  general 
secretary. 


DENVER  (UMC)  -  Several 
publications  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  relating  to 
worship,  one  of  which  has  attracted  wide 
attention  and  some  controversy,  do  not 
carry  official  endorsement  of  the 
denomination,  the  church’s  “supreme 
court"  said  here  Oct.  27. 

The  General  Conference  “has  not 
granted  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship  or 
any  of  its  units  power  or  authority  to 
amend  or  create  new  Official  Rituals  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church."  the 
Judicial  Council  ruled. 

A  declaratory  decision  on  the  issue  had 
been  asked  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 
The  publications  were  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Section  on 
Worship. 


an  inclusive  church  where  each  person  is 
valued  and  the  differing  gifts  of  each  are 
affirmed ..." 

In  calling  for  leadership.  Dr.  Dewire 
spoke  of  the  increasing  importance  of 
performance,  effectiveness  and 
productivity.  There  is  need  for  "regular 
withdrawal  of  money  and  people  from 
the  efforts  of  yesterday  which  are  no 
longer  needed,"  he  said.  After  asking, 
“Knowing  what  we  know  now,  would  we 
get  into  this  service  if  we  were  not 
already  in  it?"  and  finding  the  answer  to 
be  “no,”  Dr  Dewire  said  a  leader  should 
not  ask  for  another  study,  or  a  way  to 
repackage  the  old  chestnut. 


The  council  adopted  a  series  of  "mid¬ 
course  corrections"  for  the  priorities 
They  urged  agencies  and  conferences  to 
increase  the  resources  provided  to  local 
churches  and  decrease  the  number  of 
convocations,  conferences  and 
consultations  relating  to  the  priorities 
They  asked  all  conference  councils  on 
ministry  to  initiate  a  process  for  follow¬ 
up  in  each  district  within  six  months  of  a 
Bishop's  Convocation  in  the  conference 
or  area.  And  they  directed  their  own  staff 
to  develop  a  checklist  covering  local 
church  response  to  the  priorities,  to  be 
used  in  charge  conferences  in  1979 

The  GCOM  also  recommended  a  new 
set  of  “guidelines  for  eliminating  racism, 
agism  and  sexism  from  UM  resource 
material"  to  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
church  The  guidelines.  18  months  in 
preparation,  will  be  submitted  for 
approval  to  the  1980  General  Conference 


One  of  the  publications  in  question. 
“Ritual  in  a  New  Day  —  an  Invitation." 
has  been  criticized  in  some  quarters  of 
the  denomination  on  the  grounds  it 
appears  to  endorse  divorce  and  provides 
a  church-approved  liturgy  for  such  a 
step.  The  reported  consideration  being 
given  by  the  section  to  an  order  for 
presentation  or  dedication  of  infants  as 
an  alternative  to  baptism  has  drawn 
questions  from  some  bishops,  and  others. 

The  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman,  staff  execu¬ 
tive  heading  the  worship  section,  said 
during  an  open  hearing  at  Iliff  School 
of  Theology  here  that  the  section  “under¬ 
stands  General  Conference  cannot  dele¬ 
gate  its  authority  (to  establish  Official 
Rituals)  and  had  no  intention  of  doing  so. 

"We  maintain.”  he  continued,  “that 
what  we  have  done  to  date  (is  prepare 
and  release)  unofficial  worship 
resources.  Ritual  in  a  New  Day  is  not  a 
service  text,  but  a  book  of  essays  with  ex¬ 
amples  of  what  some  churches  are 
doing  ” 

Dr.  Hickman  said  the  section  had  been 
“unwise"  in  using  the  word  "ritual"  in 
the  publication 

In  its  opinion,  the  Judicial  Council 
noted  that  “although  none  of  the 
materials  purported  to  be  official,’  some 
did  bear  the  appearance  of  authoritative 
and  approved  Rituals  of  the  Church  " 

"Since  neither  the  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship 
not  the  Board  of  Discipleship  have 
authority  to  produce  Official  Hymnals  or 
Rituals  without  the  approval  of  General 
Conference,  publication  of  proposed 
alternate  rituals  and  orders  does  not 
carry  the  official  endorsement  of  the 
denomination,"  the  opinion  stated. 


Religious  boycotters  campaign  against  ABC-TV 

NEW  YORK  —  Members  of  the  National  Federation  for  Decency  picket  ABC-TV 
network  headquarters  in  Manhattan  to  kick  off  a  month-long  boycott  to  protest  what 
they  say  are  "trashy  sex  scenes”  in  prime  time  programs.  The  Mississippi-based 
organization,  founded  by  the  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  minister,  has 
organized  a  boycott  of  ABC-TV  stations  in  29  cities  during  the  month  of  November  in 
an  attempt  to  affect  audience  ratings.  kki.ioioi  s  skwsskrv  ic  k 
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WESTERN  GRAND  CIRCLE 
March  3-19 

Flying  to  Arizona,  we  visit  the  Grand  Canyon, 
Tucson  and  Phoenix.  Next  is  San  Diego,  Los 
1  Angeles,  Disneyland,  California  coast,  Yosemite 
National  Park,  and  San  Francisco.  See  an 
old  West  "shoot-out/'  enjoy  special  seafood. 
Chinese  banquets,  even  explore  Tijuana  in  old 
Mexico. 


ORIENT 

April  21  -  May  9 

The  Orient  -  always  fascinating!  We  relax  in 
idyllic  Bali,  view  the  treasures  of  Borobudur  in 
logjakarta,  Indonesia.  Flying  on  to  cosmopolitan 
Singapore,  we  continue  to  Bangkok,  a  city  of 
temples  and  floating  markets.  Then  visit  every¬ 
one's  favorite  city  —  Hong  Kong!  Fly  back  to 
the  U.S.  or  take  the  optional  tour  of  Japan. 


These  tours  ere  all  escorted  and  tha  prlca  all-inclusive,  with  3  meets  a  day,  deluxe  and  first 
class  accommodations,  transportation,  and  gratuities.  Enjoy  tha  advantages  of  group  travel  I 


Write: 

WAYFARER  CROUP  TRAVEL,  INC. 

2200  Victory  Parkway 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206 

Other  tour  folders  I  would  like  to 
receive  when  available:  □  Caribbean 
□  Alpine  □  Alaska  D  Hawaii 


Please  send  me  the  following  folder(s): 
□  Western  Grand  Circle  □  Orient 


Address— 
City  &  State— 


Zip- 


□  Balkan/ Creek  Isles  □  Treasure  West  'please  print)  _  TM11/17/78 _ j 
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British  Methodists  cite  signs  of  hope 

4 We  are  winning  through,’ say  leaders ,  despite  decline 


DALLAS  —  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,  we  consecrate  these 
facilities  to  the  service  of  God,  intones  United  Methodist  Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Pope  as 
he  leads  the  ceremony  of  consecration  for  the  new  28,500  square  foot  building  for  the 
Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter.  photo  by  bud  hekron 

TM/UMR  consecrates 
new  newspaper  facility 


Bv  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  mood  of  celebration  at 
the  consecration  of  new  facilities  for  The 
Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist 
Reporter  (TM/UMR)  was  tempered 
somewhat  by  reports  to  the  43-member 
governing  board  of  deteriorating  postal 
service  and  rapidly  rising  postal  rates. 

The  annual  meeting  Nov.  8-9  of 
TM/UMR’s  directors  was  a  part  of  the 
annual  session  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  of  which 
TM/UMR  is  the  Newspaper  Division. 
Other  council  divisions  include  the  Media 
Division,  which  carries  out  news  services 
and  Church  Resource  Systems  programs 
for  the  conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  and  the  Agency  Services 
Division,  which  provides  advertising 
agency-type  assistance  for  church  insti¬ 
tutions  in  those  same  conferences. 

Building  consecrated 

The  entire  council  gathered  at 
TM/UMR's  new  building  for  a  joint 
session  Nov.  9  and  for  the  consecration  of 
the  new  facility.  Bishop  W.  Kenneth 
Pope,  retired,  Dallas,  officiated  at  the 
service.  He  commended  the  newspaper 
for  its  successful  combining  of 
"Christian  good  intention,  piety  and 
efficiency"  in  its  ministry  to  the  church 
—  "a  combination  that  is  almost  un- 
Methodistic.” 

Bishop  Pope  said  TM/UMR  is  a  first 
rate  example  of  Methodist  creativity  and 
the  only  explanation  for  its  “amazing 
development”  is  that  “it  has  met  a 
need.” 

Circulation  exceeds  460,000 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
editor-general  manager  of  TM/UMR, 
reported  to  the  directors  that  circulation 
has  increased  during  the  last  year  from 
410,000  to  more  than  460,000  copies  each 
week.  In  addition  to  publishing  six 
different  editions  each  week  in  Texas 
under  the  name  “The  Texas  Methodist," 
the  newspaper  publishes  editions  in  33 
other  annual  conferences  as  "The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 

A  budget  of  $3.4  million  was  approved 
for  the  operation  of  the  newspaper  in 
1979.  Directors  also  approved  a 
retirement  plan  for  TM/UMR  employees 
utilizing  a  deferred  annuity  program  to 


it’s  a 

good  feeling 

Almost  a  year  ago  your 
church  accepted  a  1 978  goal 
for  World  Service- which,  add¬ 
ed  to  the  gifts  of  other  United 
Methodist  churches  helps  pro¬ 
vide  our  connectional  ministry 
World  Service  is  the  basis  for 
the  program  and  services  of 
our  church  -  nationally  and 
worldwide  World  Service  is  you 
and  nearly  10  million  other 
United  Methodists  serving 
people- where  they  are.  in  the 
spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  In  De¬ 
cember  enjoy  a  good  feeling  - 
help  guarantee  your  church's 
full  payment  to  this  basic  World 
Service  Fund 

For  detailed  information  on  how 
World  Service  is  people  helping 
people,  write 


United  Methodist 
Communications 
1200  Davis  St  , 
Evanston,  III.  60201 


provide  benefits.  The  annuity  plan  for 
more  than  100  non-ministerial  employees 
will  be  implemented  Jan.  1, 1979. 

Deteriorating  postal  service  and  the 
impact  of  rapidly  rising  postal  rates  on 
the  future  of  the  newspaper  figured 
prominently  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
governing  board. 

"As  the  largest  circulation  Protestant 
newspaper  in  America,'  we  ought  to  be 
saying  something,  plus  looking  carefully 
at  ways  to  effect  changes  and  not  just 
passively  accept  what  is  being  handed  to 
us,"  said  the  Rev.  Ray  Branton, 
Shreveport,  La. 

A  resolution  directing  the  paper’s  staff 
to  continue  monitoring  postal  develop¬ 
ments  was  adopted.  If  necessary,  TM/ 
UMR’s  executive  committee  will  for¬ 
ward  specific  recommendations  to  the 
entire  board  for  a  mail  ballot.  Further, 
board  members  individually  and  collec¬ 
tively  intend  to  register  their  concerns 
with  appropriate  government  and  postal 
officials. 

Minority  presence  affirmed 

In  other  business,  the  directors 
reaffirmed  their  commitment  to  having 
a  minority  presence  on  the  editorial 
staff.  An  ethnic  minority  intern  program 
mandated  by  the  directors  last  year  will 
begin  January  1, 1979  and  be  filled  by  Bea 
Jones  of  Durham,  N.C.  A  decision 
whether  the  intern  program  will  be 
continued  in  1980  will  be  made  during  the 
course  of  1979  after  the  new  program  is 
evaluated. 

Special  guest  addressing  the  joint 
council  session  and  participating  in  the 
consecration  was  Charles  Cappleman  of 
Los  Angeles,  president  of  United 
Methodist  Communications.  The  general 
church  representative  said  the 
organization  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  with  its  three 
divisions  is  unique  and  functional  —  a 
model  that  other  clusters  of  conferences 
might  find  worth  emulating. 

‘Creative  collaboration’ 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Robertson, 
executive  director  of  the  Media  Division, 
told  the  directors  the  media  unit  is 
engaging  in  “creative  collaboration" 
with  the  United  Methodist  Heritage 
Fellowship  and  Film  Service  in  the 
film /video  production  of  the  reopening  of 
Wesley’s  Chapel.  A  special  grant  from 
the  Perkins  Foundation,  Wichita  Falls, 
Tex.,  made  the  production  possible. 

The  executive  said  foundation  grants 
are  also  being  sought  for  seven  other 
media  proposals.  Grants  totalling  $32,500 
have  already  been  received. 

The  Rev.  Jack  McGee,  director  of  the 
Agency  Services  division,  reported  a  15 
percent  growth  in  productions  during 
1978.  He  said  staff  expansion  has  made  it 
possible  for  the  unit  to  increase  its 
productive  service  to  the  church. 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  reopening  of 
historic  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London  was 
covered  last  week  in  articles  by 
TM/UMR  Senior  Staff  Writer  Sharon 
Mielke,  who  attended  the  ceremony. 
Four  articles  on  this  page  continue  her 
coverage  of  significant  events  related  to 
the  reopening. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LONDON  —  British  Methodism  admits 
to  a  difficult  time  this  century  but 
leading  church  voices  insist  today  that 
"we  are  winning  through." 

Even  the  most  pessimistic  person 
identified  some  glimmers  of  new  life  and 
spirit  in  the  creaking  structures  during 
conversations  with  TM/UMR,  although 
few  are  truly  convinced  the  606,000 
member  church  is  yet  turning  around. 

A  membership  decline  which  began 
shortly  after  the  peak  of  940,000  in  1905  is 
slowing  down  —  may  even  be  bottoming 
out,  they  say.  But  still  the  Methodist 
Church  is  the  largest  of  the  Free 
Churches  and,  in  terms  of  active 
members,  plus  1.4  million  community 
members,  is  as  large  as  the  Church  of 
England,  said  Dr.  Kenneth  Greet, 
secretary  of  the  British  Methodist 
Conference. 

Reduced  almost  by  one-half  its 
membership  this  century,  British 
Methodism  met  the  same  fate  as  all  the 
other  British  churches.  The  pattern  of 
decline  is  parallel  on  a  graph. 

Dr.  Jeffrey  Harris,  head  of  the 
missions  division,  a  keen  observer  of  the 
sociological  factors  at  work  affecting  the 
churches,  listed: 

(1)  philosophical  skepticism,  (2)  the 
impact  of  science  on  religion,  (3)  the 
great  emphasis  on  reason,  knowledge 
and  progress,  (4)  secularization,  and  (5) 
the  rapid  movement  of  populations. 

“The  mood  of  skepticism”  seems  now 
to  have  worked  through,  Dr.  Harris  said. 
“There  is  awareness  of  some  sickness  in 
British  society  and  there  is  the  thought 
again  that  Christianity  has  some 
answers.” 

He  believes  the  church  is  moving  out  of 
a  period  of  decline  and  depression  into  a 
period  of  activation  and  revival. 

The  missions  executive  drew  on 
documentary  evidence  gathered  by  a 
firm  of  researchers.  “They  say  that  what 
happens  at  the  bottom  of  a  cycle  is  that  a 
pool  of  interest  in  religion  develops.  This 
is  happening  in  England  today.  There 
has  been  a  tremendous  revival  of  interest 
in  religious  books  about  beliefs  and 
practices.  Religious  books  are  at 
"boom”  level  in  British  publishing. 

"Further,  university  students  are 
asking  religious  questions.  At 

Council  gives 
peace  award 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
LONDON  —  President  Anwar  Sadat  of 
Egypt  is  the  1978  recipient  of  the  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award  it  was 
announced  here  Nov.  2  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

The  annual  award  given  by  the  Council 
includes  a  gift  of  money  and  an  inscribed 
medallion  which  will  be  formally 
presented  to  President  Sadat  later  this 
year  in  Egypt  in  the  presence  of  the 
ecumenical  community. 

Officers  of  the  Council  make  the  award 
for  creativity,  courage  and  consistency 
in  efforts  for  peace.  The  1978  award  to 
President  Sadat  was  “in  appreciation  for 
his  initiative  in  going  to  Jerusalem  to 
break  the  longstanding  deadlock  in 
relations  between  Arab  and  Israeli 
nations.” 

Dr.  Kenneth  Greet,  president  of  the 
Council,  said  the  recommendation  for  the 
award  had  been  made  “before  the 
announcing  of  the  granting  of  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  to  Mr.  Sadat.” 

“His  courageous  act  of  going  to 
Jerusalem  will  stand  as  a  noble  act 
whatever  else  may  happen  in  the  Middle 
East,”  Council  executive  Joe  Hale  told 
TM/UMR.  "That  act  has  already 
changed  history.” 


Business,  Christianity 
declared  good  mixture 


Cambridge,  it  was  learned  recently,  one- 
fourth  of  the  students  are  attending 
weekly  Bible  studies  —  quite 
spontaneously.  It’s  just  happening." 

Another  sign  of  hope  is  the  growth  of 
the  “house  church  movement.”  This 
indicates  interest  in  religious  issues  and 
in  worship,  yet  on  the  other  hand, 
disenchantment  with  the  established 
churches,  he  said.  “An  enormous 
challenge  to  the  churches  is  that  while 
people  again  feel  religious  questions  are 
important,  surveys  say  they  don’t  expect 
to  find  answers  in  the  church.” 

Encouraging  to  British  Methodist 
leaders  is  last  year’s  increase  in  the 
number  of  new  members  as  well  as 
increases  in  the  number  entering  the 
ministry.  Increases  in  new  members 
among  the  20  to  40  age  group  were  seen 
as  significant  to  Dr.  Harris.  He  pointed 
out  that  this  age  group  particularly  had 
been  leaving  the  church  in  droves  over 
the  last  15  years. 

Evangelism  again  on  agenda 

A  church  that  is  discussing  evangelism 
again  for  the  first  time  in  years  is  also 
evidence  of  a  new  spirit,  he  said. 
“Talking  about  evangelism,  church 
growth  and  making  Christians  was 
frowned  on  until  the  recent  1978 
conference  of  British  Methodism.  There 
are  little  signs  but  what’s  going  to  come 
out  at  the  end  is  not  clear.  I  don’t  see  the 
clouds  of  revival  yet,  but  I  do  see 
reactivation.” 

While  signs  of  new  life  are 
encouraging,  British  Methodism  also 
faces  very  difficult  problems.  Dr.  Greet 
said  “We  are  short  of  ministers  although 
the  number  of  candidates  is  now 
increasing,  and  we  are  finding  the  inner 
city  areas  very  difficult.  We  are  there  but 


By  DEBI  HOLLIDAY 

WACO,  Tex.  —  Mixing  business  and 
Christianity  is  good  for  business 
practices  as  well  as  personal  faith,  more 
than  200  people  were  told  at  a  “seminar- 
revival”  on  “Free  Enterprise  and  Faith" 
held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
here  last  month. 

Free  enterprise  and  the  Christian 
faith,  the  basis  and  backbone  for  the 
American  way  of  life,  said  A1  Buck, 
president  of  Buck  Knives,  El  Cajon, 
Calif.,  are  not  integrated  often  enough. 
“God  Almighty  is  chairman  of  board  of 
directors  for  Buck  Knives."  The  firm  is  a 
leading  manufacturer  of  sporting  and 
recreational  cutlery. 

Robert  L.  Parker,  chief  executive  of 
Parker  Drilling  Company  in  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  the  world's  largest  land  based 
petroleum  drilling  company,  related  his 
business  practices  to  personal  faith. 

“You  don’t  have  to  be  second  class,  or 
poor,  or  underpaid  to  be  a  Christian," 
Mr.  Parker  said.  "You  can  be  successful 
as  heck.  He  (God)  doesn’t  ask  you  to  quit 
your  job  and  go  into  full-time  service.  He 
asks  you  to  go  into  service  full  time 
where  you  are." 

Many  of  us  use  God,  the  United 
Methodist  layman  said,  “but  we  don’t 
allow  him  to  use  us.  He  needs  you  where 
you  are." 


In  dealing  with  the  difference  God 
makes  in  the  practical  decision-making 
business  world,  the  seminar  also  was  a 
"revival,”  said  the  Rev.  Richard 
Freeman,  host  pastor.  For  it  caused  the 
participants  to  observe  the  “difference 
that  is  made  in  a  life  open  to  Jesus 
Christ.” 

Mr.  Freeman  also  gave  one  lecture  on 
the  theological  basis  for  the  rights  and 
responsibilities  of  private  ownership.  He 
said  the  American  free  enterprise 
system  is  not  the  problem.  The  question, 
he  said,  is  “whether  the  system  is  to  be 
based  on  humanistic  management  or  on 
God’s  management.  There  is  no 
justification  for  private  ownership 
without  an  awareness  of  our 
responsibility  under  God." 

Baylor  University’s  school  of  business 
dean.  Dr.  Richard  Scott,  told  the 
audience  about  the  one  day  each 
semester  that  he  speaks  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  his  graduate  business  students. 
“After  16  weeks  of  proving  to  them  that  I 
know  how  to  buy,  build,  or  correct  any 
business.  I  have  earned  the  right  to  tell 
them  that  nothing  works  for  long,  and 
nothing  produces  satisfaction  for  long, 
unless  Jesus  is  your  Lord.  That  means 
you  have  responsibilities  toward  His  will 
for  your  business  in  the  world." 

Ms.  Holliday  is  a  free  lance  writer  and 
a  member  of  First  UMC  in  Waco. 


with  little  apparent  success." 

Although  manual  workers,  with  their 
families,  constitute  64  percent  of  British 
society,  only  seven  percent  of  British 
Methodism’s  new  members  are  coming 
from  this  group. 

An  innovator  in  inner  city  ministries  is 
the  Rev.  John  Vincent  of  the  Sheffield 
Inner  City  Ecumenical  Mission.  Sheffield 
is  an  industrial  town  180  miles  north  of 
London  which  has  a  typical  English  inner 
city.  Also,  it  has  a  typical  racial  situation 
composed  of  West  Indians,  Indians  and 
Pakistanis  along  with  English  workers. 

The  ecumenical  Sheffield  experiment 
includes  three  Methodist  churches  and 
two  United  Reformed  churches  in  the 
downtown  area.  Additionally,  it  has  three 
experimental  units:  an  on-site  Ashram 
community  (no  connection  with  E. 
Stanley  Jones’  ashrams),  an  urban 
theology  unit  and  urban  ministry  unit.  A 
mix  of  immigrants,  unemployed,  single 
parent  families  —  people  who  haven’t 
made  it  and  who  are  on  the  bottom  of  the 
pile,  so  to  speak,  are  the  experiment’s 
parish,  Dr.  Vincent  told  TM/UMR. 

“My  view  of  the  Methodist  movement 
is  that  it  provided  a  way  for  people  at  the 
bottom  of  society  to  create  small 
indigenous  communities  —  disciple 
groups  —  as  a  social  and  theological 
witness,”  Dr.  Vincent  said. 

“The  great  mistake  of  Methodism 
after  Wesley  was  to  conform  to  the 
typical  notion  of  the  church  of  the  time. 
Today,  anywhere  in  the  Western  world, 
you  can  have  a  church  if  you  can  get 
enough  people  to  give  enough  to  maintain 
a  building  and  employ  a  professional 
clergy  person,”  Dr.  Vincent  maintained. 

“There  is  no  justification  for  that 
model  of  the  church  anywhere  in  the  New 


Testament,  or  in  Wesleyan  Methodist 
history.  So  we  regard  ourselves  as 
reb«rthing  Methodism:  (1)  at  the  bottom 
of  society  with  the  poor  from  which 
Methodism  has  fled,  (2)  in  terms  of  small 
nuclear  disciple  groups  as  worshiping 
congregations,  and  (3)  as  a  people  in  the 
secular  world,  writing  their  own 
theology. 

He  said  that  theology  and  ministry 
have  to  be  re-created  in  the  city  because 
of  the  “takeovers"  of  theology  by  the 
academic  world  "which  plays  nice  little 
games  with  it,”  by  the  suburban  middle 
class  which  finds  “confirmation  and 
affirmation  in  it”  and  by  the 
denominations  "which  shape  it  to  serve 
their  own  needs." 

Groups  of  pastors  and  postgraduate 
students  in  other  disciplines  are  invited 
to  come  and  study  in  the  Ministerial  Re¬ 
education  unit  for  nine  month  periods  at 
"the  only  theological  seminary  in  Britain 
wi th  an  outside  toi let .  ” 

In  his  vision  of  the  church  for  the 
future,  he  sees  small  action  sized 
congregations  of  perhaps  seven  to  100 
persons.  Whether  or  not  to  maintain  a 
church  building  will  depend  on  each 
different  situation;  some  may  rent  part 
of  the  building  while  others  may  sell  their 
property. 

Part-time,  self-sustaining  lay  and 
professional  ministers  are  another 
aspect  of  the  vision.  "The  cost  of 
employing  full-time  ministers  is  going  to 
cripple  the  church,”  Dr.  Vincent  said,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  rising  costs  of  energy 
and  building  maintenance.  “How  many 
Christians  are  prepared  to  see  the 
majority  of  their  giving  paying  for 
energy  and  the  maintenance  of  relics  — 
the  big  buildings  of  the  past?” 


Wesley’s  Holy  Club  re-enacted 


Chapel  begins  ‘live-in’ ministry 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

LONDON  —  Not  only  a  colorful  past 
but  a  lively  future  appear  to  be  in  store 
for  the  "saved”  Wesley’s  Chapel  if  plans 
and  dreams  outlined  here  come  true. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  Gibbins,  the  new 
minister  of  Wesley’s  Chapel,  believes  the 
Chapel  can  become  a  center  of  spiritual 
power  that  could  spread  world  wide  as 
well  as  helping  Methodism  find  its  way  in 
London. 

At  the  heart  of  this  effort  will  be  an  on¬ 
site  community  similar  to  Charles  and 
John  Wesley’s  Holy  Club  at  Oxford  —  a 
disciplined  group  engaged  in  a  form  of 
team  ministry,  he  said.  Mr.  Gibbins  told 
TM/UMR  he  envisions  the  Wesley 
Community  as  becoming  a  spiritual 
"ginger”  group  that  will  recapture 
Wesley’s  power  for  the  20th  century. 

Members  will  be  committed  to  regular 
prayer,  Bible  study  and  Christian 
service.  Resident  members  of  the 
community  will  live  in  the  recently 
converted  Benson  Building,  adjoining  the 
chapel.  They  will  hold  a  daily  worship 
service  and  will  serve  the  local 
community  as  well  as  the  church. 

Two  young  American  ministers,  Scott 
Jones  of  Denver,  Col.,  and  William 
Schweiker  II,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  are  the 
first  two  members  of  the  Wesley 
Community.  Both  arrived  in  September 
1978.  Mr.  Jones,  a  student  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 

Message  today 
seen  same  as 
John  Wesley’s 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

LONDON  —  A  Methodist  layman  who 
is  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  the  British  Parliament  said  here  that 
“John  Wesley’s  world  was  much  like 
ours  today  and  the  fundamental  task  is 
still  the  same.  That  is,  to  bring  the 
message  that  Wesley  brought  of 
redemption,  forgiveness  and  salvation.” 

The  Honorable  George  Thomas,  M.P., 
P.C.,  is  the  third  Methodist  in  a  row  to  be 
elected  Speaker.  The  Welshman  brought 
greetings  to  approximately  1,000 
Americans  gathered  for  a  pre-opening 
banquet  Oct.  31  from  other  Methodists  in 
the  government. 

Describing  the  present  generation,  he 
said,  "Never  have  we  had  more  broken 
lives,  broken  homes  and  lovely  youth 
spoiled  before  21.  Something  is  wrong 
with  Christians  who  do  not  feel  they  need 
to  be  involved.” 

Addressing  the  American  audience 
gathered  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
United  Methodist  Heritage  Fellowship, 
Mr.  Thomas  said  there  are  common  ties 
between  the  two  countries  —  especially 
language  and  a  democratic  form  of 
government. 

"But  most  important  of  all  is  our  tie  of 
faith  that  believes  every  person  is 
important  in  the  sight  of  God.  We  are 
bound  as  Christians  to  be  democrats,”  he 
said.  “Totalitarianism  is  hostile  to  the 
democratic  spirit." 

He  said  the  life  of  Wesley  is  a 
testimony  to  what  can  be  done  when  a 
life  is  given  fully  to  Christ.  "How  was 
Wesley  to  dream  200  years  ago  that  200 
years  later  the  monarch  of  the  realm,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the 
Catholic  bishop  would  gather  to 
recognize  his  work?  How  foolish  of  any 
person  to  underestimate  what  is  possible 
when  a  heart  is  given  completely  to  Jesus 
Christ.” 

The  British  layman  gave  credit  to  the 
United  Methodist  Heritage  Fellowship 
for  "making  us  conscious  about  Wesley’s 
Chapel.  They  made  us  (British 
Methodists)  pull  up  our  socks,”  he  said. 


Scott  Jones  William  Schweiker  11 
University,  Dallas,  Tex.,  is  excited  to  be 
in  on  the  ground  floor  of  a  venture  he 
believes  is  significant  for  the  church  and 
for  his  life.  Mr.  Schweiker,  a  student  at 
Duke  University  Divinity  School, 
Durham,  N.C.,  is  doing  a  missionary 
internship  in  addition  to  living  in  the 
community  and  doing  additional 
research  in  early  Christian  studies. 

Five  other  seminarians  from  England, 
Germany  and  Africa  were  invited  but 
this  plan  didn’t  materialize  as  the 
community  began.  Advertisements  have 
been  placed  in  the  British  Methodist 
Recorder  newspaper  to  invite  persons  to 
join  the  disciplined  community  which  is 
developing  along  the  lines  of  a  religious 
order. 

Mr.  Gibbins  says  the  community  will 
relate  to  all  three  roles  of  Wesley’s 
Chapel.  First,  he  said,  it  is  the  cathedral 
church  of  world  Methodism  and  as  such, 
thousands  come  to  find  their  roots  at  the 
site.  “We  want  to  make  their  coming  a 
pilgrimage  —  a  spiritually  meaningful 
journey  —  and  not  just  another  tour,” 
Mr.  Gibbins  said. 

Second,  the  Chapel  is  the  mother 
church  of  British  Methodism.  Mr. 
Gibbins  believes  it  can  set  patterns  and 
challenge  British  Methodism  to  think 


about  where  it  is  going. 

Third,  it  is  a  parish  or  neighborhood 
church  located  in  an  area  sometimes 
called  London's  "dustbin”  —  the  East 
End  which  harbors  thousands  of  the 
working  poor,  new  immigrants,  single 
parent  families,  alcoholics  and 
transients.  “We  intend  to  meet  the 
needs,”  he  said. 

Now  that  the  time  consuming  planning 
for  festivities  surrounding  the  opening  of 
the  Chapel  are  over,  the  ministry  team  is 
undertaking  a  door  to  door  visitation  in 
the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Jones  is  developing  one  of  the 
Chapel’s  new  programs  called  “London 
Urban  Camps.”  He  said  the  intention  is 
to  host  youth  and  young  adult  groups  who 
come  on  a  Methodist  pilgrimage  to  the 
Chapel.  The  community  will  help  them 
rediscover  their  heritage  and  learn  to  see 
the  needs  of  an  urban  center  like  London 
in  the  context  of  their  calling  as 
Christians. 

Expected  to  operate  between  April  and 
August,  Mr.  Jones  told  TM/UMR  the 
groups  will  probably  be  housed  in  the 
crypt  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  —  where  over 
400  of  Wesley’s  ministers  are  buried  — 
which  is  not  luxurious  lodging  but  in 
keeping  with  the  camp  concept. 

Mr.  Schweiker  said  he  is  developing  a 
Sunday  afternoon  series  of  programs  to 
be  held  after  worship  which  will  appeal 
to  world  visitors,  British  Methodists  and 
neighborhood  residents.  A  lecture  series, 
concert  series  and  Wesley  series  are  set 
to  start  this  month  and  will  be  available 
every  Sunday  afternoon. 

On  the  backbumer  yet,  he  said,  is  the 
development  of  publications  which  might 
be  helpful  resources  for  visitors  to  take 
back  home  with  them  for  local  use. 


$  *1  "It  seems  fashionable 
to  down-play  the 
contribution  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Church...." 


We're  told  the  Church  is  in 
trouble  New  conflicts,  strident 
demands,  and  pronounce¬ 
ments  of  impending  doom 
keep  arising. 

And  yet.  like  no  other 
institution,  the  Church  —  The 
United  Methodist  Church  — 
continues  to  be  a  symbol  of 
hope  amid  the  conflicts  of 
today's  world 

Sometimes  the  hope  which 
the  Church  represents  is  its 
continuity  with  the  past,  and 
other  times  its  appeal  lies  in 
its  willingness  to  venture 
where  others  have  been 
unwilling  to  go 

That's  why  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  its  best 
continues  both  to  search  for 
new  ways  of  service,  but  also 
to  maintain  those  outreaches 
which  have  proved  their 
continuing  effectiveness 
through  the  years. 

One  of  Methodism  s  oldest 
and  most  effective  outreaches 
has  a  very  bureaucratic  and 
institutional  sound  Yet,  its 
record  of  service  to  young 
people  is  unparalleled  It  is  the 
Student  Day  Offering  of  the 
Loans  and  Scholarship  Office 
of  the  Board  of  Ministry  and 
Highe^ducatiof^ir^ashvill^^ 


Its  origins  go  back  to 
1868  antedating  all  the  boards 
and  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Since  then, 
over  180,000  young  people 
have  been  loaned  more  than 
SI  2  million  enabling  them  to 
attend  Methodist  colleges  and 
universities.  $6  million  has 
been  granted  through  schol¬ 
arships  to  some  18.000 

Most  of  these  millions 
went  to  students  attending 
Methodist  colleges  A  lot  of  it, 
though,  has  gone  to  Methodist 
students  attending  state  and 
other  private  institutions. 

No  other  church  has  been 
so  concerned  for  enabling  its 
young  people  to  have  a  col¬ 
lege  education  It  s  another 
one  of  those  little  known 
areas  in  which  the  United 
Methodist  Church  continues 
to  make  an  enduring  and 
positive  contribution. 

Your  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  a  part  in  all 
of  this  through  the  Student 
Day  Offering  scheduled  for 
next  June  10,  1979  However, 
many  churches  have  decided 
not  to  take  a  special  offering 
Instead,  this  Fall  as  they  plan 
next  year's  budget,  they  will 
include  an  amount  equal  to 
what  an  offering  would  be 


That's  why  it’s  important  to 
think  now  of  the  Student  Day 
Offering  Whether  your  church 
receives  an  offering  or  allo¬ 
cates  an  amount  through  its 
budget,  all  of  it  will  go  to  a 
proven  and  effective  out¬ 
reach  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 

That's  a  contribution  which 
should  be  played  up.  not 
played  down 

If  you  agree,  make  sure 
your  church  budgets  a  gener¬ 
ous  contribution  for  the 
Student  Day  Offering, 

June  10.  1979 


Student 

L/hT  JUNE  10, 1979 

OFFERING 


Dr  Esther  Edwards 
P  O  Box  871 
Nashville.  Tennessee  37202 
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On  this  Thanksgiving  weekend 
let  us  remember  to  "Enter  into 
his  gates  with  thanksgiving  and 
into  his  courts  with  praise;  be 
thankful  unto  him  and  bless  His 
name  "  Psalms  100:4 
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4- Year-Old  Owes  Arm  To  Prayer 


NOVEMBER  24,  I97X 


EDITOR’S  NOTE;  In  April, 
1977,  newspapers  across  the 
state  and  nation  told  the  story  of 
4-year-old  Robert  Hyatt’s 
accident.  This  is  the  story  some 
of  the  papers  didn’t  tell:  of  how 
God  used  Dr.  John  Graham,  a 
plastic  surgeon  who  grew  up  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodist 
churches,  and  answered 
prayers. 

By  LINDA  LOCKWOOD 
News  Editor 

The  Lord  helped  him  keep  his 
senses  as  he  searched  for  his  4- 
year-old  son’s  arm,  severed  by  a 
tractor  blade,  said  Gerald  Hyatt. 

Finally  finding  the  small  arm, 


already  turned  white,  Gerald 
rushed  his  son  to  the  nearest 
medical  help,  in  Many,  17  miles 
from  his  Hornbeck,  La.,  home. 

"Lord  knows  He  gave  me 
strength  that  day  for  me  to  be 
able  to  take  it.  Four-year-old 
Robert  cried  when  it  happened 
but  he  calmed  down  and  was 
really  under  control  throughout 
the  rest  of  of  it.  The  Lord  held  us 
all  together  really  mar¬ 
velously,”  Gerald  said. 

Robert’s  arm  had  gotten 
tangled  in  the  auxiliary  power 
shaft  of  a  tractor  his  father  and 
another  man  were  inspecting  on 
April  7,  Easter  week.  When  the 
motor  was  started  the  boy’s  arm 


The  Time  He  Asked 
‘Is  There  A  God?’ 


Dr.  John  Graham  went  through  a 
period  of  searching  in  his  life,  even 
asking  if  there  was,  a  God.  He  had 
everything  a  person  needed  —  by  the 
world’s  standards  —  to  be  happy,  yet  he 
wasn’t. 

He  had  five  healthy  children;  a 
beautiful,  loving  wife;  a  thriving  medical 
practice;  and  a  beautiful  home.  Yet  he 
felt  an  emptiness  in  his  life.  He  was 
dissatisfied. 

About  six  years  ago  he  decided  God 
simply  did  not  exist.  He  could  not  feel  His 
presence  in  his  life  nor  did  he  have  the 
peace  and  the  joy  he  felt  God  could 
provide. 

It  was  during  this  time  of  doubting  that 
God  began  to  work  in  a  miraculous  way 
in  Dr  Graham's  life.  God  became  so  real 
through  a  series  of  events,  filling  his  life 
with  peace  and  joy  that  Dr.  Graham  said 
he  could  no  longer  doubt  his  Lord's 


existence.  He  said  the  turning  point  in  his 
life  came  after  he  read  Pat  Boone's  book, 
"A  New  Song." 

Looking  back  over  the  years, 
especially  at  the  time  he  spent  at 
Summer  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport,  he  said  he  is  thankful  for 
the  knowledge  of  God  and  the  Bible  he 
learned  which  has  helped  him  so  much. 

Stepping  out  on  faith,  he  purchased  a 
hospital  in  Shreveport  on  Kings  Hwy.  and 
is  transforming  it  into  a  plastic  surgery 
center. 

His  story  is  one  of  exciting  experiences 
with  God.  He  has  recently  written  a  book, 
to  be  on  the  market  in  1979,  telling  about 
his  walk  with  the  Lord. 

A  sign  prominenUy  displayed  in  the 
lobby  of  his  hospital  accurately  sums  up 
his  story;  "This  medical  practice 
dedicated  unto  the  glory  of  God. " 


was  severed. 

From  Many  the  boy  was 
rushed  to  Schumpert.  Medical 
Center  in  Shreveport  in  a 
sheriff’s  car. 

All  the  way  to  Shreveport 
Gerald  held  his  young  son  and 
prayed.  “It  was  hard  to  pray,” 
he  recalled  as  even  now  tears 
cloud  his  eyes  and  he  fights  to 
keep  the  lump  in  his  throat  from 
escaping  into  a  sob  as  he  talks  of 
the  accident. 

Warned  of  the  accident,  Dr. 
John  Graham  of  Shreveport, 
stood  in  the  Schumpert  Hospital 
emergency  room  —  praying  and 
waiting. 

Dr.  Graham  attended  Summer 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
during  his  youth  in  Shreveport 
and  he  attended  Noel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  same  city 
for  a  number  of  years.  Trained 
as  an  ear,  nose  and  throat  doctor, 
Dr.  Graham  gave  up  his  practice 
and  went  back  to  school  to  study 
plastic  surgery.  He  made  this 
change  in  careers  because  he 
felt  it  was  the  Lord’s  will  for  his 
life. 

“I  had  about  an  hour’s  wait 
after  receiving  the  call  that 
Robert  was  on  his  way  and  I 
went  through  the  steps  I  would 
take  to  replant  a  limb  that  had 
been  severed,”  said  Dr. 
Graham. 

“I  had  never  seen  an 
amputated  arm  or  wrist  or 
anything.  But  I  had  done  fingers 
and  thumbs  and  the  principles 
were  the  same.  I  went  over  in 
my  mind  the  steps  I  would  take 


.  .  and  I  just  gave  it  to  the  Lord.  I 
just  asked  Him  to  look  over  me 
and  direct  me  and  be  watchful 
over  this  entire  situation.” 

TV  cameras  and  newsmen 
were  flocking  to  the  emergency 
door  of  the  hospital.  They  had 
heard  the  police  reports  and 
were  prepared  to  take  pictures 
as  Robert  was  carried  in.  Behind 
the  boy  came  a  bucket  of  ice  with 
the  arm  in  it. 

“I  removed  the  ice  and  found 
the  limb,  turned,  quite  cold  and 
totally  white.  I  reacted  the  same 
you  would  react  and  the  same 
way  Gerald  reacted.  All  the 
years  of  medicine  did  not 
prepare  me  for  that  moment.  I 
lifted  back  the  blanket  and  saw 
that  limb,  the  bones  protruding 
and  I,  too,  as  any  father  would 
react,  recoiled  in  my  heart.” 

During  seven  hours  of  surgery, 
Dr.  Graham  procured  a  vein 
from  Robert’s  leg  and  used  it  as 
a  vein  graft  in  the  arm.  Using  the 
operating  microscope,  Dr. 
Graham  put  in  two  veins  and  did 
the  artery  repair. 

At  midnight  Dr.  Graham 
breathed  a  prayer  as  the  clamps 
from  the  artery  were  removed. 
There  was  silence  as  everyone  in 
the  operating  room  watched  and 
waited.  Finally  they  saw  what 
they  wanted  to  see:  the  arm 
turning  pink  from  up  at  the  top 
and  getting  pinker  as  the  blood 
went  down.  “I  assure  you  a  great 
shout  went  up  in  that  room,” 
said  Dr.  Graham. 

“We  looked  at  the  clock  and  it 
had  just  turned  midnight.  I  said 


Around  The  Conference 


Handel’s  6 Messiah ’  To  Be  Presented 


METAIRIE  —  In  the  spirit  of 
ecumenism,  Munholland  United 
Methodist  Church,  together  with 
seven  other  "Old  Metairie"  churches, 
will  present  Handel’s  "Messiah"  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  3 at  7:30  p.m. 

The  performance  will  be  held  at  St. 
Catherine  of  Siena  Catholic  Church, 
105  Bonnabel  Blvd.,  Metairie,  La. 

Orchestra  will  be  provided  by 
members  of  the  New  Orleans 
Symphony  with  Dennis  G.  Assaf, 
director  of  music  at  Munholland 
UMC,  conducting. 

Other  churches  taking  part  in  this 
event  are:  Metairie  Baptist,  Metairie 
Ridge  Presbyterian,  Metairie 
Evangelical,  St.  Francis  Xavier 
Catholic.  St.  Catherine  of  Siena 
Catholic  and  St.  Martin’s  Episcopal. 

The  performance  is  free  and  open  to 
the  public. 

Other  churches  in  the  state  are 
also  planning  to  present  Christmas 
programs  such  as  Handel’s  "Messiah." 


Touring  Haiti 


BOGALUSA  —  This  summer  17 
members  of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  UMC  Church  in  Bogalusa 
went  on  a  mission  tour  to  Haiti . 

The  youth  raised  money  for  the  trip 
by  sponsoring  bake  sales,  car  washes, 
a  rock-a-thon,  church  dinners,  and  a 
tea-bag  fund  raiser.  Donations  were 
also  given. 

The  group  traveled  two  days  to 
Miami  and  spent  eight  days  in  Haiti. 
While  in  Haiti,  they  visited  Grace 
Children’s  Hospital  in  Port-au-Prince, 
the  Lay  Training  Centers  in  Petit- 
Goave  and  in  Port-au-Prince,  the 
beautiful  mountain  village  of  Kinscoff 
and  the  beaches  of  Jacmel. 

"The  trip  was  certainly  an 
experience  to  change  anyone’s  life," 
reported  Jayne  Trammell. 


Ground  Broken 


CROWLEY  —  Ground  was  broken  recently  at  20  Gov. 
Edwards  Drive  in  Crowley  where  the  new  parsonage  of  First 
UMC  will  be  located.  Construction  is  to  begin  immediately. 


Burning  Note 

MONROE  —  Southside  UMC 
burned  the  note  of  the  remodeling 
debt  for  its  sanctuary  recently.  This 
note  was  retired  after  only  17  months 
from  the  time  the  remodeling,  which 
totalled  over  $100,000,  was  completed. 


1 Nativity  A  ccording 
To  Luke’ 

METAIRIE  —  "The  Nativity 
According  to  Saint  Luke,"  a  musical 
drama  in  seven  scenes  for  chorus, 
orchestra  and  soloists  will  be 
presented  at  Munholland  UMC  Dec. 
14, 15  and  16  at  7:30  p.m. 

Dennis  G.  Assaf  will  be  conducting 
the  performance  which  is  being 
presented  by  the  Cultural  Arts  Series 
of  Munholland  UMC. 

Admission  is  free. 


Welcom  e  Jim 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Algiers  UMC 
recently  welcomed  Jim  Akins  as  a 
new  staff  member  who  will  be 
working  in  the  area  of  education  and 
youth. 

Originally  from  Georgia.  Jim  is  a 
student  at  the  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theology  Seminary  where  he  is 
working  toward  a  degree  in  religious 
education  with  the  emphasis  in  social 
work. 


Land  Given 

ETHEL  —  Surviving  members  of 
the  Dobrowolski  family  in  the 
community  of  Ethel  recently  donated 
a  piece  of  property  to  the  Ethel  UMC 
to  be  used  as  a  parking  lot. 

A  monument  will  be  erected  on  the 
property  in  memory  of  the 
Dobrowolski  family. 


Explaining 

Foundation 

Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation,  recently  spoke  at  Algiers 
UMC  in  New  Orleans 
Dr  Clark  travels  across  the  state 
explaining  the  Foundation’s  work. 


Estates  Left 
To  Church 


HAMMOND  —  During  1978  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Ham¬ 
mond  has  received  approximately 
$75,000  in  property  and  cash  from 
the  estates  of  Ben  Atchley  and  Miss 
Carrie  Rownd. 

According  to  Tom  Matheny. 
attorney  for  both  estates,  Mr.  Atchley 
left  $25,000  in  cash  to  be  used  for 
capital  improvement  and  Miss  Rownd 
left  all  of  her  estate  for  real  estate  and 
improvements 
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Dr.  Graham  holds  Robert. 

'It’s  Good  Friday  and  what  a  Lord  was  working  in  this  whole 


blessed  Good  Friday  it  will  be.' 

Two  days  later,  on  Easter 
morning,  Robert  was  sitting  in 
bed  with  a  pink  hand  on  a  pillow 
and  stuffed  bunny  rabbits 
surrounding  him. 

“It  was  a  thrilling  thing  for  the 
entire  hospital.  The  entire 
hospital  and  this  entire  city  had 
become  sensitized  to  this  event. 
Besides  the  bunny  rabbit  on  the 
bed  there  was  a  Bible.  Not  one 
time  did  I  enter  the  room  that 
this  family  was  not  reading  the 
Bible  or  praying,"  said  Dr. 
Graham. 

"Throughout  that  entire 
hospital,  everywhere  I  went, 
nurses  would  tell  me,  'We’ve 
been  praying,  we  saw  it  on 
television.'  Everywhere  I  would 
go,  down  the  streets,  people 
would  say  they  saw  it  on 
television  and  were  praying.  I 
assure  you  the  news  media  was 
used  in  this  event  to  the  glory  of 
God. 

“Thousands  of  people  in  this 
city  were  praying  for  us  at  the 
moment  we  operated.  Everyone 
was  sensitized  to  the  fact  that  the 


situation.’ 

Three  weeks  after  the  surgery, 
Robert  was  released  from  the 
hospital  But  before  Robert  left, 
Dr.  Graham  held  a  celebration, 
praise,  thanksgiving  service  for 
him  to  thank  God  for  answering 
their  prayers  and  restoring  the 
child’s  arm. 

"When  the  singer  sang  ’To  God 
Be  the  Glory'  it  ripped  through 
us  all  How  can  I  thank  Him  for 
all  He  has  done  for  me'  There 
was  not  a  dry  eye  in  the  place,” 
Dr.  Graham  recalled. 

Today  Robert  is  recovering 
well  at  his  family’s  farm.  The 
arm  has  healed  enough  that  he 
has  grasp  in  it.  It  will  take  one  or 
two  years  before  Robert  regains 
most  of  the  strength  and  feeling 
in  his  arm. 

He  may  never  have  total  use  of 
it.  But  his  father  reassuredly 
smiles  when  he  talks  of  his  son’s 
recovery. 

"The  good  Lord  has  seen  fit  for 
him  to  have  his  arm.  He’s  a 
living  example  of  answered 
prayer  and  we’re  just  so 
thankful.” 


Minister-In-Training  Serves 


Janell  Pease,  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Lafayette  and  a  minister-in¬ 
training  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  is  serving  as  an  intern 
at  Henning  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur. 

Her  internship  began  in  June. 


Mental  Health  Training 
Available  For  Ministers 


Saint  Elizabeth’s  Hospital,  National 
Institute  of  Mental  Health,  is  offering 
full-time,  accredited  internship  and 
residency  training  programs  with 
stipend  beginning  May  30, 1979. 

“For  a  number  of  years  our  Center  has 
been  a  national  and  international  leader 
in  providing  continuing  education 
opportunities  for  Protestant  clergy  who 
seek  to  improve  their  skills  and 
competency  in  the  mental  health  aspects 
of  the  pastoral  ministry,"  said  the 
director  of  the  program. 

Applications  from  women  and  ethnic 
minorities  are  encouraged 
Stipends  range  from  $9,788  per  year  to 
$12,812  per  year  depending  on  level  of 


training. 

In  addition,  there  is  an  11-week 
summer  program  with  stipends  ranging 
from  $628  to  $815  per  month  depending  on 
educational  level  This  training  is  for 
pastors  and  seminarians  preparing  for 
ordination  and  involves  learning 
experiences  in  both  the  hospital  and 
community  settings.  This  full-time 
summer  program  also  begins  on  May  30, 
1979. 

For  further  information  and 
application  forms,  write  to  the 
Protestant  Chaplains  Office,  Saint 
Elizabeth’s  Hospital.  Washington,  D  C. 
20032.  Applications  must  be  made  by 
Feb.  15. 1979. 
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‘X-rated  economy’  shows  need 
to  deal  realistically  with  sex 


Anyone  who  doubts  the  sexual 
misdirection  which  runs  through  our 
society  today,  or  who  feels  the  last 
United  Methodist  General  Conference’s 
call  for  local  congregations  to  study 
human  sexuality  is  unimportant,  should 
consider  the  findings  of  a  recent 
“Forbes”  magazine  article  on  “The  X- 
Rated  Economy.” 

According  to  the  article,  pornography 
and  other  sex-related  businesses  in  the 
United  States  last  year  grossed  more 
than  $4  billion  —  “as  much  as  the 
conventional  motion  picture  and  record 
industries  combined.” 

The  ten  leading  "skin  magazines’ 
have  a  combined  circulation  of  16  million 
and  account  for  30  percent  of  all 
newsstand  sales.  So-called  “adult  films” 
take  in  $365  million  a  year.  Adult 
bookstores  and  “peepshows”  in  Los 
Angeles  alone  do  $125  million  worth  of 
business  a  year,  and  a  “sex  shop”  in 
Times  Square  in  New  York  City  can 
bring  in  as  much  as  $10,000  a  day 

These  statistics  are  disturbing,  not 
only  because  of  what  they  say  about 
where  Americans  are  spending  their 
abundant  money  while  600  million  fellow- 
earthlings  face  starvation,  but  also  in 
what  they  say  about  the  sexual  health  of 


our  people. 

While  we  would  not  imply  that 
everyone  who  has  ever  purchased  a 
“skin  magazine”  or  viewed  a 
pornographic  film  is  “sexually  ill,”  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  something  is 
painfully  amiss  in  a  society  that  spends 
such  sums  annually  on  vicarious  sexual 
activity. 

The  1976  General  Conference’s  call  for 
local  churches  to  study  human  sexuality 
was  at  best  an  afterthought  in  the  wake 
of  a  storm  created  by  a  debate  over  the 
church’s  position  on  homosexuality. 
Partially  for  that  reason  and  partially 
because  of  our  human  hesitance  to  deal 
realistically  in  the  church  with  sexuality, 
relatively  few  congregations  have  taken 
the  call  seriously. 

Our  denomination’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries  last  spring  compiled  a  list 
of  resources  to  aid  local  churches  with 
sexuality  studies.  We  urge  more 
congregations  to  take  this  task  seriously 
and  use  these  resources  as  a  basis  for  a 
thorough  study  of  human  sexuality 
among  members  of  local  congregations. 

If  the  church  does  not  begin  presenting 
healthy  perspectives  on  sexuality  to  its 
own  people  and  society  at  large,  whom 
can  we  depend  upon  to  do  so? 


NOVEMBER  24.  1978 


Here  I  Stand 

Our  best  choices  arc  like 
the  ones  which  Jesus  made 


r  # 

Charles  Tryon 


End  of  Ugandan  trade  overdue 


The  news  of  the  recently  declared 
trade  embargo  by  the  United  States 
against  the  inhuman  regime  of  Idi  Amin 
Dada  in  Uganda  is  long  overdue. 

For  too  long  the  deadly  “state  police” 
have  been  paid  and  the  personal  coffers 
of  this  maniacal  dictator  have  been  filled 
at  the  breakfast  tables  of  Americans  who 
have  consumed  as  much  as  35  percent  of 
Uganda’s  coffee  exports. 

But  at  the  same  time  we  affirm  our 
government’s  decision  to  withdraw  our 
indirect  support  of  genocide  in  Uganda, 
we  are  troubled  by  the  prospect  of  what  it 
could  mean  in  the  short-run  to 
Americans  —  among  them  missionaries 
—  in  that  nation.  The  danger  to  these 
persons  is  obvious  from  Mr.  Amin’s  past 
record  of  dealing  harshly  with  those  he 
considers  his  political  enemies, 
particularly  Christians. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  to  uphold  in 


their  prayers  the  Christian  missionaries 
in  Uganda  —  both  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  —  who  have  chosen  to  remain 
at  their  posts,  despite  great  personal 
risk,  because  of  a  sense  of  commitment 
to  Jesus  Christ.  We  also  hope  prayers 
will  be  raised  for  the  people  of  Uganda 
who  have  suffered,  and  continue  to 
suffer,  the  limits  of  man’s  inhumanity  to 
man. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


A  soul 
in  seasons 


A  soul  in  summer  beauty 
is  a  soul  in 
a  green  leaf  , 
a  soul  with  a  snowfall 
in  its  eyes 

is  God  talking  winter, 
but  a  soul 
in  autumn  leaves 
sings  copper  to  everyone, 
harps  on  a  hidden  string, 
a  mystery,  a  beauty  saying. 

“We  are  not  animals, 
but  immortality!" 

Marion  Schoeberlein 


By  CHARLES  W. TRYON 

The  Christian  message  to  the  world 
had  a  uniformity  about  it  from  medieval 
times  until  a  little  over  a  century  ago.  It 
included  the  points  that  (1)  man  of 
necessity  by  birth  is  a  sinner;  (2)  he  is 
not  saved  for  a  heavenly  future  until  he 
accepts  the  salvation  provided  only  by 
the  sacrificial  death  of  Jesus  Christ.  As 
long  as  we  are  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
this  doctrine,  we  will  surely  be  sorry  for 
all  those  who  are  outside,  who  have  not 
yet  passed  through  the  one  door  of 
salvation. 

We  had  better  read  our  New  Testament 
again.  We  will  find  passages  which  seem 
to  support  the  above  position.  But  we  will 
find  as  many  or  more  which  seem  to 
indicate  that  God  is  not  holding  our  sins 
against  us,  that  His  grace  is  free,  that  the 
death  of  Jesus  was  meant  to  close  the  Old 
Covenant  of  law  for  all  time  and 
introduce  a  New  Covenant  of  grace. 
Jesus  came  to  draw  men  to  Him,  not  to 
pay  somebody  or  other  for  our  sins. 

The  New  Covenant  recognized  each  of 
us  as  sinful  and  potentially  good.  Each 
one  sins  from  early  childhood  by  selfishly 
choosing  too  much  for  oneself  and  by 
wanting  one’s  own  way.  As  we  become 
adolescents  and  then  adults,  we 
understand  more  and  more  that  the  way 
to  happiness  is  by  sharing  —  by  “loving 
your  neighbor  as  yourself.  ’  ’ 

Before  the  days  of  psychology  it  was 
believed  that  obviously  a  child  must  be 
forced  to  do  good  and  a  criminal  must  be 
made  to  pay  society  for  his  misdeeds. 
Now  we  know  that  “a  soft  answer  turns 
away  wrath”  and  “returning  good  for 
evil”  makes  a  wayward  person  see  his 
error. 


And  so  with  a  new  understanding  of 
human  nature  we  have  a  new 
understanding  of  the  New  Testament. 
God  never  required  that  a  penalty  must 
be  paid  to  make  us  even  with  Him.  He 
taught  Jesus  to  show  us  how  to  be  saved. 
The  word  “to  save’’  has*  two 
connotations:  (1)  to  keep  something 
carefully  so  that  it  is  never  lost;  and  (2) 
to  rescue  something  which  is  on  the  way 
to  being  lost. 

I  believe  that  there  are  persons  in  both 
of  these  categories  and  that  Jesus  is  the 
key  to  salvation  for  both.  The  first  group 
want  to  live  satisfying  lives.  They  are 
encouraged  by  loving  affirming  parents. 
They  experience  the  value  of  cooperating 
with  their  neighbors,  and  grow  to  be 
willing  to  sacrifice  some  of  their  own 
wants  to  help  others.  They  are  saved 
from  putting  self  first  and  wanting  their 
own  way  at  the  expense  of  the  common 
good.  Jesus  was  the  best  example  of  this. 

People  in  the  second  group  want  their 
own  way,  however  unsatisfactory  that  is. 
They  are  in  continual  competition  with 
other  people.  Their  pleasures  are  usually 
superficial  and  short-lived.  An 
understanding  of  Jesus  saves  them  from 
unrewarding  lives  by  encouraging  them 
to  be  converted  to  neighborliness  and 
good  will. 

Then  there  are  people  in  all  the 
complex  modes  of  experience  between 
the  very  bad  and  the  very  good.  An 
understanding  of  Jesus  encourages  them 
to  apply  His  principles  to  areas  of  their 
lives  which  they  see  to  be  shackling 
them. 

I  affirm  that  Jesus  was  the  perfect 
master  of  the  way  of  life  which  best 


satisfies  every  need  of  human  nature  — 
this  is  synonymous  with  the  will  of  God. 
Any  other  idealist  in  the  world  is  inferior 
to  Him  in  word  and  deed. 

And  so  the  word  which  best  describes 
what  a  saved  person  experiences  is 
“commitment.”  He  chooses  to  make  as  a 
guide  for  his  activity  some  social 
behavior  which  helps  to  fulfill  human 
nature.  The  best  choices  are  like  those 
which  Jesus  made. 

I  began  expressing  these  convictions 
when  I  read  in  the  TM/UMR  various 
positions  concerning  conversion  of  Jews. 
If  we  believe  that  Jews  must  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  personal  savior  in 
order  to  go  to  heaven,  then  of  course  we 
will  try  to  get  them  to  accept.  And  we  feel 
that  this  necessarily  means  renouncing 
their  Judaism.  If  we  believe  that  their 
religion  —  on  which  many  of  our  moral 
standards  are  based  —  is  a  good 
foundation  for  their  commitment,  then 
we  will  encourage  them  to  see  in  Jesus 
concepts  to  add  to  their  values. 

The  difference  in  these  two  positions  is 
so  significant  that  everyone  should  be 
clear  about  where  he  stands.  A  retired 
Methodist  minister  (Harry  C.  Culver), 
writing  on  this  subject,  wrote:  “Such 
teaching  is  downright  immoral  ...  so 
forget  those  old  outworn  terms  .  .  .  Let 
none  of  this  ancient  jargon  bother  you.  ” 

'Here  I  Stand  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Tryon,  is  a  retired  teacher  of 
Mount  San  Antonio  Community  College 
in  Claremont,  California. 


Missions  convocation  would  be  beneficial  to  church 


To  the  Editor: 

The  article  quoting  Bishop  Crutchfield 
as  opposing  the  National  Missions 
Convocation  next  fall  caught  me  by 
surprise  (TM/UMR,  November  3).  Since 


My  Witness 


Methodism  has  rich 
history  of  miracles 


By  WALTER  W.  HARDING 

On  October  24,  1739  a  peaceful,  heart 
warming,  transforming  and  love- 
empowering  experience  came  upon  John 
Wesley  at  the  Chapel  on  Aldersgate 
Street  in  London.  It  was  an  epoch  in 
English  history  according  to  historian, 
William  H.  Lecky.  It  may  be  termed  an 
epoch  day  for  Christianity  as  well,  for 
from  that  point  marvelous  things  began 
to  happen. 

Because  John  Wesley  received  this 
energizing  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
poorest  and  most  miserable  Englishman 
took  new  hope  and  life.  The  industrial 
revolution  that  brought  havoc  to  parts  of 
Europe  was  weathered  through  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  seasoning,  transforming 
power  of  the  Gospel  replaced  havoc. 
Humble  poor  believed  and  so  did  many 
of  the  people  in  high  places. 

Methodism  started  with  unsuspected 
miracles.  Some  of  the  greatest  miracles 
are  the  quiet  type.  The  parables  of  the 
kingdom  did  not  say  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  like  a  block-busting  explosion  — 
though  at  Pentecost  it  seemed  about  like 
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that.  Mostly  it  is  like  a  seed  that  sprouts 
and  grows,  and  the  miracle  of  a  fruit- 
bearing  plant  results. 

I  am  thinking  of  the  commonplace 
miracles  that  have  surrounded  the  small¬ 
town  and  country  churches  that  I  have 
known  in  my  many  years  as  a  preacher. 
They  have  been  the  centers  of  inner 
security,  comfort,  hope,  and  joy  of  those 
people  who  have,  in  turn,  been  the  salt  of 
the  earth  —  miracle  working  Methodists! 

I  am  thinking,  too,  of  the  miracle  of  the 
seminary  I  attended  at  Evanston, 
Illinois.  Those  teachers  were  miracle 
workers  in  helping  shape  us  young 
preachers.  Indeed,  they  were  miracle 
men  in  keeping  the  school  alive  during 
periods  of  disaster  that  came.  The 
Chicago,  fire  of  1871  destroyed  the 
financial  sources  that  had  made  the 
school  prosperous.  Then  again  in  the  late 
1920  s  and  early  1930’s  the  great 
depression  swept  the  school  temporarily 
into  bankruptcy.  Miraculously,  it  was 
saved  by  inspired  miracle-working 
Methodists.  I  look  back  upon  the 
scholarly  and  spirit-filled  professors, 
some  of  them  men  of  distinction,  and  I 
now  see  them  as  miracle  Methodists. 

I  am  not  able  to  attend  the  annual 
sessions  of  my  annual  conference,  but  I 
know  God  is  still  at  work  in  the  mission  of 
planting  and  caring  for  the  seed  of  the 
gospel. 

The  pioneer  miracle  works  of  Jesse 
Walker  and  Peter  Cartwright  and  others 
are  amazing  to  recount  as  they  planted 
the  churches  that  now  flourish  in  St. 
Louis,  Chicago,  Peoria  and  very  many 
other  cities  and  communities  of  our  area. 
How  did  they  do  it?  Yet  perhaps  it  calls 
for  greater  miracle-working  to  keep 
churches  vital  today  in  the  midst  of  so 
many  demoralizing  conditions. 

Like  all  the  worthies  of  faith,  we  must 
not  look  at  our  difficulties  with  doubts 
and  fears,  but  with  faith  and  confidence. 
The  God  who  worked  miracles  of  other 
times  is  as  able  today. 

As  I  look  about  me  in  my  years  of 
retirement,  I  behold  with  joy  and 
gratitude  the  Methodist  miracle  workers 
I  have  known  and  loved,  those  that  I 
know  and  love  now,  and  I  even  call 
myself  a  Methodist  miracle. 

Halford  E.  Luccock  put  out  a  booklet  a 
lew  years  ago  entitled  “The  Endless 
Line  of  Splendor."  You  and  I  belong  in 
that  line  as  we  march  onward  in  the 
eternal  kingdom  praising  God  that  the 
best  is  that  God  is  with  us  all  —  and  the 
greatest  miracles  are  ahead. 

•’My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Walter  W.  Harding,  is  a  retired  member 
of  the  Central  Illinois  Annual 
Conference.  He  lives  in  Quincy,  Illinois. 

Readers  may  contribute  articles  for 
"Here  I  Stand "  and  "My  Witness "  by 
writing.  TM/UMR.  Box  221076,  Dallas. 
Texas.  75222. 


he  is  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (GBGM)  and  there 
was  no  opposition  voiced  in  the  board 
plenary  (on  the  contrary,  enthusiastic 
support!),  I  felt  cheated  of  an 
opportunity  to  rebut  his  objections.  Since 
he  chose  to  make  his  opposition  publicly 
known  through  a  private  interview  with 
you  I  feel  compelled  to  tell  you  that  we  of 
the  GBGM  don’t  all  feel  that  way. 

I  am  enthusiastically  for  such  an 
event.  Terrifically  positive  things  are 
happening  because  of  our  mission  en¬ 
deavors.  United  Methodists  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  celebrate  together 
what  the  Lord  has  done. 

My  personal  reasons  for  favoring  this 
have  nothing  to  do  with  my  being  on  the 
board.  Allow  me  to  share  them. 

First,  my  commitment  to  Christ  and 
His  church  is  due  to  the  national 
meetings  my  local  church  sent  me  to 
early  in  my  adult  life.  There  is  a  special 
something  that  happens  there  that 
happens  in  no  other  setting.  Who  can 
measure  in  dollars  persons  whose  lives 
have  been  redirected  by  such  an 
experience? 

Second,  our  annual  conference  has 
benefited  by  exposing  our  people  to 
missions.  We  have  been  successful  in 
organizing  trips  to  Haiti,  Puerto  Rico, 
and  India.  Is  that  why  we  are  a  leading 
conference  in  Advance  Special  Giving 
and  100  per  cent  in  World  Service?  The 
money  spent  on  the  trips  is  small 
compared  to  the  giving  that  results.  We 
will  have  to  go  a  long  distance. 
Hopefully,  we  can  organize  a  Go-See 
National  Missions  Tour  that  will 
culminate  at  the  convocation.  It  will  be  a 
challenge  to  generate  as  much 
enthusiasm  for  this  as  for  an  overseas 
trip. 

Third,  lay  people  need  these 
experiences  even  if  clergy  and  bishops  do 
not.  We  do  not  have  the  enforced 
discipline  of  study  for  weekly  sermon, 
the  inspirations  of  something  challenging 
in  every  day’s  mail,  and  the  all- 
encompassing  work  within  the  church  to 
keep  us  close  to  the  Lord’s  purpose.  We 
need  occasional  opportunities  to  go  apart 
for  a  time  of  complete  immersion  in  His 
work.  Our  personal  time  of  prayer  and 
scripture  reading  can  be  heightened  by  a 
sharing  with  thousands  of  others  in 
public  manifestation  of  our  commitment. 
Our  reading  about  mission  can  come 
alive!  Our  giving,  our  working,  our 
living,  our  loving  can  take  on  new 
dimensions. 

I  covet  for  all  United  Methodists  the 
experience  of  celebration  that  I  pray  that 
this  convocation  will  be. 

Plyna  Strong 

Kalamazoo,  Michigan 

‘Good  News,’  bad  news 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  go  on  the  record  as  fully 
supporting  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera’s 
critique  of  the  “Good  News”  movement 
(TM/UMR,  Nov.  10).  I,  too.  am  a  former 
Roman  Catholic,  now  proud  to  be  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  and  what 
attracted  me  most  to  the  church  was  the 
true  Catholicism  I  found  here  —  open 
communion;  a  willingness  to  discuss,  not 
condemn,  different  viewpoints;  and  an 
active  outreach  program  to  the  urban 
environment.  Mr.  Castuera  is  certainly 
right  —  like  Jesus'  evangelism,  our 
evangelism  too  must  be  concerned  with 
the  healing  of  body  and  soul.  And 
whenever  any  part  of  the  church  ignores 
that  full  healing,  whether  it  be  left-wing 
or  right-wing.  Good  News  or  Women’s 
Division,  then  that  part  of  the  church, 
and  the  church  as  a  whole,  is  in  trouble. 

Phil  Sheets 

Baltimore,  Maryland 


•‘I  don't  particularly  like  to  speak 
about  money  from  the  pulpit  ...  es¬ 
pecially  when  we  don't  have  any." 

Less  than  good 

To  the  Editor: 

Although  I  have  not  always  been  in 
total  agreement  with  my  friend,  Ignacio 
Castuera,  I  must  salute  him  for  having 
the  courage  to  write  his  opinion  of  the 
“Good  News”  movement  in  your  “Here  I 
Stand”  column  (TM/UMR,  November 
10).  I  must  also  salute  your  publication 
for  having  the  courage  to  print  it. 

In  a  day  when  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  trying  to  preach  the  word  of 
Christ  to  all  persons,  the  “Good  News" 
movement  seems  only  to  try  to  limit  that 
word  to  those  who  agree  with  their 
particular  brand  of  theology.  Certainly 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  room  in 
its  many  congregations  for  the  type  of 
theology  and  polity  wished  (or  reported 
as  wished)  by  the  “Good  News” 
movement.  It  seems  sad  that  “Good 
News”  does  not  have  room  within  its 
membership  for  opinions  that  are  at 
variance  with  those  it  espouses. 

I  have  no  idea  of  the  real  strength  in 
numbers  of  the  “Good  News”  movement 
—  we  hear  very  little  about  it  outside  the 
church  press  in  California.  But 
apparently  the  schismatic  ideals  of 
“Good  News”  frighten  enough  of  the 
leadership  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  to 
keep  them  from  speaking  out  against 
self-proclaimed  “Good  News”  when  it  is 
less  than  good.  Thanks  be  to  God  that 
there  are  courageous,  prophetic 
ministers  like  Ignacio  Castuera  who  are 
willing  to  stand  up  and  be  counted. 

Thomas  H.  Griffith 

Pomona,  California 

Good  News  not  schismatic 

To  the  Editor: 

For  nine  paragraphs  Mr.  Castuera 
carries  on  a  negative,  cutting  diatribe 
against  "Good  News"  (TM/UMR,  No¬ 
vember  10).  Then  he  closes  with  the 
strong  inference  that  he  is  a  free,  open 
and  loving  person.  That  is  a  very  nifty 
piece  of  broken  field  running. 

I  wonder  if  my  born-again  brother  has 
ever  troubled  himself  to  read  an  issue 
of  the  "Good  News"  publication  or  if  he 
has  simply  followed  other  peoples'  press 
about  the  movement.  Nearly  every  issue 
of  "Good  News”  magazine  contains 
letters  to  the  editor  that  read  basically 
as  follows:  “I  was  ready  to  leave  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  I’d  had  it. 
Then  I  read  a  copy  of  your  magazine  and 
found  that  others  share  my  concerns 
about  the  denomination.  Now  I'm  staying 
with  our  church.  Keep  the  message  going 
out." 

Is  "Good  News”  schismatic  as  Mr. 
Castuera  suggests?  On  the  contrary,  I 
believe  that  a  very  good  case  can  be 
made  that  our  shrinking  church  would 
have  shrunk  further  and  faster  without 


"Good  News,”  a  forum  for  scriptural 
Christianity  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

J.  L.  Pinfold 
Genoa,  Colorado 

Issue  placed  in  focus 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  TM/UMR  .  .  .  you  have 
finally  given  me  some  “flesh”  to  my 
feelings  about  the  “Good  News”  caucus. 
For  many  years  now,  I  have  had  ambiv¬ 
alent  feelings  towards  this  group.  I  iden¬ 
tified  with  their  call  to  a  return  to  the 
evangelical  foundations  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism,  while  at  the  same  time  feeling 
uneasty  about  the  veiled  sexism,  racism, 
and  judgmentalism  in  their  doctrines. 
The  article  by  Ignacio  Castuera  really 
put  this  whole  issue  in  focus  for  me 
(TM/UMR,  November  10).  I  agree 
wholeheartedly  with  his  stand  and  I 
appreciate  his  forthrightness.  His  testi¬ 
mony  at  the  end  is  also  encouraging, 
since  I,  too,  am  a  converted  Roman 
Catholic,  who  found  meaning  for  my  life 
in  United  Methodist  Christianity. 

I  hope  that  the  “Good  News”  move¬ 
ment  does  not  become  a  divisive  force 
in  our  wonderful  denomination.  I  hope 
that  more  United  Methodists  like  Mr. 
Castuera  will  stand  up  and  be  counted. 

Bob  Bruce  Jr. 

Jacksonville,  Florida 

‘Curtain’  backed 

To  the  Editor: 

Part  of  the  cause  of  the  decline  in 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
church  is  due  to  church  leadership 
expressing  their  individual  feelings  on  an 
issue  and  getting  it  published  to  appear 
that  this  is,  in  fact,  the  position  of  the 
whole  church. 

TM/UMR  is  quick  to  point  out  that 
contrary  to  the  belief  of  the  federal 


government,  we  don’t  need  a  “tortilla 
curtain”  (TM/UMR,  November  10).  Yet, 
the  same  TM/UMR  uses  wishy-washy 
reasons  to  support  avowed  homosexuals. 
You  use  reasons  like  the  tortilla  curtain 
is  designed  to  maim  anyone  who  tries  to 
cross  it.  Instead,  you  should  encourage 
people  not  to  cross  it.  If  no  one  tries  to 
cross  it,  there  is  no  danger  of  being 
maimed.  Call  homosexualism  a  sin,  urge 
people  to  quit  that  sin  and  see  if  they 
have  problems  in  this  regard. 

In  a  lot  of  areas,  you  and  other  leaders 
of  the  UMC,  as  do  I.  sure  need  to  "shape 
up  "  R  K.  Curtis 

Lubbock,  Texas 

Word  must  be  read 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  many  points  made  by 
Archie  Matson  (Here  I  Stand,  September 
29).  However,  I  want  to  point  out  that  we 
need  to  “trust  the  Bible  as  the  Rock  of 
Ages”  because  the  Bible  is  God’s  Word, 
and  God  IS  His  Word  (John  1:1).  The 
world  was  created  by  it.  We  develop 
knowledge,  love  and  faith  in  Him  through 
reading  his  Word,  which  also  must  abide 
in  us  to  live  a  righteous  and  blessed  life 
(John  14:23,  24;  15:7).  These  things 
cannot  be  done  unless  the  Word  is  read 
and  accepted. 

Today  we  have  so  many  translations  of 
the  Bible  that  a  person  seeking  the  Truth 
about  it  will  compare  translations  and 
use  reference  books  to  determine  the 
original  meaning  of  words  and  phrases  in 
the  ancient  languages. 

At  the  same  time,  we  must  believe  in 
Divine  inspiration  of  all  scripture  (II 
Tim.  3:16).  This  decision  to  believe  it  is 
an  act  of  faith  for  each  believer  to  make. 
Otherwise,  the  integrity  and  worth  of  the 
entire  Bible  is  questionable. 

Beth  Klein 

Marshall’s  Creek,  Pennsylvania 
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Holocaust  survivor  says,  ‘Do  not  forget  my  people 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

“God  made  man  because  He  loves 
stories.” 

"The  Gates  of  the  Forest”  by  Elie  Wiesel 

SHERMAN,  Tex.  —  “There  was  once  a 
village  which  learned  that  its  whole 
harvest  was  contaminated  and  everyone 
who  ate  from  the  harvest  would  go  mad,” 
intoned  the  small  dark  man  with  haunted 
eyes.  “Finally  it  was  decided:  all  would 
have  to  eat  except  for  one  man,  who 
would  be  spared  on  the  condition  that  he 
leave  the  village  and  go  from  place  to 
place  shouting,  ‘Men  and  women,  do  not 
forget  what  has  happened  to  my  peo¬ 
ple!'  " 

Elie  Wiesel,  Hasidic  scholar  and  noted 
Jewish  author,  was  telling  stories  again 
recently,  this  time  to  a  largely-Christian 
audience  of  students  and  faculty  at 
Austin  College  here.  


This  particular  story  was  one  of  the 
rabbinic  tales  he  loves.  But  its  theme  was 
the  same  one  which  emerges  over  and 
over  in  his  dozen  or  so  books  about 
Judaism  today  —  books  which  have 
made  him  perhaps  the  foremost  writer 
about  the  “Holocaust”  (the  destruction 
of  six  million  Jews  by  the  Germans 
during  World  War  II).  Mr.  Wiesel’s 
theme  is  “With  so  much  madness  in  the 
world,  there  must  always  be  someone  to 
say,  dor  not  forget.’  ” 

Memory  and  the  sharing  of  memories, 
Mr.  Wiesel  insisted  here,  are  both  the 
comfort  and  the  salvation  of  the  Jews  — 
a  people  whose  memories  would  seem  to 
offer  neither.  His  own  comfortless 
memories  are  of  Auschwitz  and 
Buchenwald.  The  salvation  he  hopes  for 
is  still  nowhere  in  sight;  he  talks  with 
apparent  grief  of  the  “scandalous, 
medieval”  wars  of  persecution  which  did 


not  end  with  the  Holocaust,  but  still  rage 
today  around  the  world  in  places  like 
Cambodia  and  Lebanon. 

But  memory  and  the  sharing  of 
memories  are  also  a  sacred  charge,  he 
says.  “Thou  shalt  not  forget”  may  even 
be  the  first  of  all  God's  commandments, 
without  which  the  rest  mean  nothing. 
“First  God  said,  ‘I,  only  I,’  and  the  T  of 
each  person  reflects  Him;  if  you  kill  me, 
you  kill  Him.”  God  is  a  God  of  history. 

And  so,  Mr.  Wiesel  told  the  young 
people,  he  continues  to  share  the 
memories  of  the  Jews  even  though  "I 
wish  I  hadn’  had  to  write  these  books.” 
For  “to  forget  would  be  to  bring  a  new 
chapter  of  destruction  on  mankind,’'  he 
says.  To  be  a  survivor  is  clearly  to  him 
an  awesome  responsibility. 

As  he  called  Christians  and  Jew  alike 
to  awareness  —  “to,  turn  history  around 


and  use  words  as  bridges  instead  of 
weapons”  —  he  recalled  a  time  when 
“madmen  distorted  words”  and  tried  to 
wipe  out  memory.  It  was  a  time,  as  he 
wrote  in  “Night”  when  "my  faith  went 
up  in  flames”  one  night  outside  the 
crematorium  at  Auschwitz. 

How  a  Jew  rebuilds  faith  and  hope  and 
maintains  sanity  is  the  story  —  “always 
the  same  story”  —  of  his  books,  says  the 
man  who  now  teaches  in  the  humanities 
at  United  Methodist-related  Boston 
University.  But  he  may  have  offered  a 
clue  here  when  he  told  TM/UMR  quietly. 
"I  have  never  hated  people;  no,  not  even 
in  the  camps,  even  though  I  was  defiant. 
Hatred  is  not  part  of  our  tradition.” 

Anger  is  self-destructive,  he  said. 
“Once  you  start  hating,  where  do  you 
stop?  Do  you  just  hate  the  killers,  or  do 
you  also  hate  those  who  watch  the  killers, 


or  those  who  watch  those  who  watch?” 

“Now  God,”  he  smiled,  “is  another 
story.  I  do  get  angry  at  God.  We  go 
around  and  around .”  And  as  in  his 
newest  work,  “A  Jew  Today,”  he  quotes 
a  rabbi  who  told  him  as  a  child,  “Only  the 
Jew  knows  he  may  oppose  God  as  long  as 
he  does  so  in  defense  of  His  creation.  ” 

For  a  man  who  loves  God  and  loves 
stories,  hope  is  always  possible,  he 
seemed  to  say.  When  he  told  his  audience 
last  week  about  the  thousands  of  young 
Jews  who  assembeld  in  Red  Square  in 
Moscow  on  a  Jewish  holiday  in  1964  to 
sing  and  dance,  he  laughed.  "Perhaps 
being  a  Jew  means  to  sing  when  there's 
no  reason,"  he  said  “As  long  as  I  live  I 
am  immortal  and  I  shall  sing  immor¬ 
tality.” 

Then,  of  course,  he  told  them  another 
Hasidic  story. 


Church’s  struggle  defined 

Bishop  tells  colleagues  discipline  needed 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.  -  United 
Methodism  today  dwells  in  both  “the 
Jerusalem  of  past  failure  and  of  future 
promise,”  somewhere  between  what  “we 
have  failed  to  be”  and  what  we  “aspire  to 
become,”  the  president  of  the 
denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops  told 
his  episcopal  colleagues  here  last  week. 

Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart,  San 
Francisco  Area  leader  and  head  of  the 
council,  warned  that:  (1)  “we  have  used 
our  liberty  to  promote  license” ;  (2)  “we 
have  turned  our  diversity  into  division”; 
(3)  “we  have  converted  our  resources 
into  restrictions”;  and  (4)  “we  have 
allowed  our  commitment  to  become  our 
comfort.”  His  remarks  came  during  an 
address  at  the  fall  meeting  of  the  council, 
during  which  United  Methodist  bishops 
from  across  the  United  States  and 
around  the  world  gathered  here  Nov.  13- 
18. 

Bishop  Stuart  said  that  “discipline”  — 
a  word  “that  has  been  out  of  favor  for  at 
least  a  generation"  —  is  central  to 
.  dealing  with  the  struggle  between  the 
.  four  conflicting  concepts  he  outlined.  He 
went  on  to  describe  the  struggle  as 
follows: 

•  Liberty  versus  license  —  He  charged 
that  this  struggle  is  central,  and  deals 
with  attempts  to  find  “a  way  somewhere 
between  outright  license,  to  do  merely  as 
we  please,  and  repressive 
judgmentalism,  leading  us  to  do  only  as 
others  approve.”  The  bishop  called  for 
the,  church” to  “somehow  recover  the 
power  of  positive  moral  example, 
without  linking  it  to  smug,  self- 
righteousness  and  intolerance  of  those 
who  behave  otherwise.” 

•  Diversity  versus  division  —  “I  think 
we  are  meant  to  tolerate,  in  the  Christian 


community,  great  diversity  —  and  to 
keep  that  condition  from  becoming  one  of 
divisiveness  that  destroys  relationships 
and  kills  authentic  Christian 
compassion,”  Bishop  Stuart  said.  He 
said  United  Methodists  need  to  learn  to 
maintain  their  individual  convictions 
without  losing  respect  for  the  stances  of 
other  United  Methodists.  He  warned  that 
divisiveness  in  the  church  today  is  “the 
most  destructive  force  we  have  ever 
faced.” 

•  Resources  versus  restrictions  — 
Saying  the  UMC  is  a  wealthy 
denomination,  he  warned  that 
“investment  in  material  goods  has  made 
us  cautious  in  areas  where  we  need  to  be 
brave,  perhaps  even  reckless.”  He  said 
that  if  we  value  our  resources  more  than 
our  mission  we  will  remain  “silent  and 
frightened  and  immobilized.” 

•  Commitment  versus  comfort  — 
Bishop  Stuart  called  for  the  church  to 
believe  in  commitment  that  “reaches 
outward  to  the  world.”  “We  become,  far 
too  often,  the  people  who  believe  that  to 
be  the  light  of  the  world  is  largely  a 
matter  of  polishing  our  lamps  and 
building  secure  refuges  for  their 
protection,  rather  than  to  carry  them  out 
to  where  they  may  shed  light  amidst  the 
darkness,”  he  said. 

Other  matters  considered 

In  other  business  the  council: 

•  considered  —  during  a  session  closed 
to  the  press  —  the  request  of  23  members 
of  the  New  York  Annual  Conference  that 
the  council  seek  a  declaratory  judgment 
from  the  denomination’s  Judicial  Council 
on  the  legality  of  appointing  avowed 
homosexuals  to  local  church  pastorates. 
(The  request  was  spurred  by  the 
appointment  last  spring  of  the  Rev.  Paul 


Abels,  a  self-declared  homosexual,  to  a 
church  in  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference.)  The  bishops  declined  to 
become  involved  in  the  matter,  saying 
the  council  has  no  legitimate  role  as  a 
“conduit”  of  such  actions  concerning 
individual  annual  conferences. 

•  went  on  record  in  support  of  the 
Strategic  Arms  Limitation  Treaty  talks 
and  urged  the  United  States  and  Russia 
to  work  toward  a  “fair  and  equitable 
treaty.” 

•  cabled  greetings  to  Pope  John  Paul  II 
and  expressed  hopes  of  continued 
bilaterial  conversations  between  Roman 
Catholics  and  United  Methodists. 

•  sent  congratulations  to  President 
Sadat  of  Egypt  and  Prime  Minister 
Begin  of  Israel  on  their  having  been 
awarded  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  their 
work  toward  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

•  referred  back  to  committee  a 
recommendation  calling  for  “serious 
consideration  to  be  given  by  all  bodies  of 
the  church  to  the  question  of  holding 
national  meetings  and  that  we 
discourage  expensive  nation-wide 
surveys.”  During  a  debate  of  the 
proposal  conversation  centered  on  a 
planned  national  Mission  Convocation 
planned  by  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  next  year,  and  on  a 
national  opinion  survey  now  being 
conducted  by  the  UMC’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 

•  heard  a  “Mid-Quadrennial  Message" 
from  Bishop  Stuart,  assessing  the  state 
of  the  church  half  way  through  the 
present  four-year  cycle  of  programming. 
Bishop  Stuart  charged  in  the  address 
that  the  church  has  been  preoccupied 
with  structure,  and  said  it  is  “time  to  put 
our  energies  into  effective  mission." 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Better  than  seven-league  boots 

When  asked  if  he  had  a  pair  of 
seven-league  boots  to  loan  to  the  $7.7 
million  pension  fund  campaign 
leadership  to  cover  the  21  counties  in 
the  North  Texas  conference,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe 
reflected  for  a  minute  and  replied, 
“There  is  a  far  more  effective  way. 
There  are  361  churches  with  148,850 
UMs  on  which  you  can  rely.  Make 
plain  to  them  what  you  are  about. 
They  will  take  the  steps  necessary  to 
provide  the  resources  needed.” 


Faith  makes  a  difference 

Faith  is  the  difference  between 
shivering  in  a  cold  house  and  having 
someone  turn  on  the  heat,  says  Clare 
Boothe  Luce.  “It  has  made  my  life 
meaningful."  The  75-year-old  mother, 
author,  editor,  playwright,  foreign 
correspondent,  congresswoman  and 
former  ambassador  to  Italy  shared 
her  thoughts  on  faith  in  a  recent 
interview.  She  credits  her  faith  with 
helping  her  “dig  out  the  meaning"  of 
the  tragic  death  in  a  car  accident  of 
her  daughter  Ann.  She  says  her  first 
thought  was  “Why  should  such  a  thing 
happen  to  me?”  But  as  she  lived 
through  the  weeks  following  her 
college-age  daughter’s  death,  with  the 


help  of  her  faith,  “I  began  to  think 
instead,  ‘Why  not  me?  What  is  so 
special  about  me  that  I  should  expect 
to  be  preserved  from  pain  and 
suffering?’  “ 

Too  high  a  standard 

The  newly  elected  and  youngest 
person  ever  to  be  elected  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  is 
the  Rev.  M.  William  Howard  Jr.,  a  32- 
year-old  black  American  Baptist 
minister.  He  grins  as  he  says  that  the 
initial  “M”  in  his  first  name  stands 
for  Moses.  “But  I  don't  go  by  that 
name.  It  sets  too  high  a  standard.  ’  ’ 

Impressive  stats 

Look  at  these  impressive  statistics. 
During  a  60-year  career  as  organist  at 
Hinckley  United  Methodist  Church, 
Hinckley,  Ill.,  Aileen  Tiede  has  served 
under  23  pastors,  played  for 
approximately  3,000  Sunday  services 
and  as  many  choir  rehearsals,  as  well 
as  countless  Sunday  school  services, 
special  programs  and  women’s 
meetings.  She  has  also  played  for 
innumerable  weddings,  some  500 
funerals,  and  as  a  piano  teacher,  Miss 
Tiede  has  given  close  to  80,000  piano 
lessons  in  60  years.  No  wonder  an 
overflow  crowd  at  church  paid  tribute 
to  her  and  her  years  of  service  last 
month. 


She  sets  a  record 
Mrs.  Bessie  G.  Rupp  may  well  be 
the  oldest  woman  currently  holding 
the  office  of  president  in  any  unit  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women.  She  is 
90  years  young!  Holding  a  cake  and 
wearing  a  corsage  recently  presented 
her  by  the  Washington  West  District 
UMW,  Mrs.  Rupp  is  president  of  the 
UMW  at  Asbury  Methodist  Home  in 
Gaithersburg,  Md.  1 
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Church  serves  reporters 


THURMONT,  Md.  -  When  President 
Jimmy  Carter  took  Menachem  Begin 
and  Anwar  Sadat  to  Camp  David  for 
their  history-making  Summit  Confer¬ 
ence,  one  of  the  largest  press  corps  ever 
assembled  moved  into  this  town  of  2,359. 

The  evening  they  arrived,  the  Council 
of  Ministries  held  a  scheduled  session  at 
the  Thurmont  United  Methodist  Church. 
“What  can  we  do,”  Pastor  Ken  Hamrick 
asked  the  early  arrivers,  “to  serve  all 
these  reporters  in  town?” 

Before  the  reporters  left  the 
communications  center  that  had  been  set 
up  in  Thurmont’s  American  Legion 
Home  that  evening,  they  were  reading 
‘‘religious  literature.”  Not  the 
inexpensive  tracts  usually  found  in 
reading  racks,  but  titles  such  as  “From 
Power  to  Peace”  by  Jeb  Magruder  and 
‘.‘Born  Again”  by  Charles  Colson  — 
authors  they,  as  reporters,  were  familiar 
with.  And  Bibles. 

The  answer  to  Mr.  Hamrick’s  question 


was  a  card  table  set  up  in  the  center.  A 
small  card  encouraged  the  reporters  to 
help  themselves  and  to  call  the  church  if 
there  was  any  way  the  congregation 
could  serve  them. 

A  veteran  newsman  was  heard  to  say 
he  could  hardly  believe  his  eyes.  The 
books  —  and  Bibles  —  were  being  read 
openly  at  the  desks  while  the  reporters 
awaited  news  from  Camp  David.  And 
when  they  left  for  their  motel  rooms, 
they  tucked  them  under  their  arms  for 
late  evening  reading. 

During  their  two-weeks  stay  in 
Thurmont,  reporters  covering  the 
biggest  news  story  of  recent  years 
carried  off  and  read  several  hundreds  of 
dollars  worth  of  books  and  Bibles. 

And  all  because  one  United  Method¬ 
ist  church  asked  the  question,  “What  can 
we  do  to  serve?” 

This  article  originally  appeared  on  the 
Fredrick  (Md.)  district  page  in  the 
Baltimore  Conference  edition  of 
TM/UMR. 


Nothing  retiring  about 
these  volunteers ! 

EDINBURG,  Tex.  —  These  ‘‘Roving  Volunteers  in  Christ’s  Service”  have 
worked  more  than  19,500  man  and  woman  hours  in  10  states  on  15  projects  and 
traveled  more  than  7,000  miles  —  and  they  are  all  retired  couples!  In  the  left  photo, 
one  of  the  women  makes  aprons  for  the  kitchen  help  while  another  works  on  the 
school  mailing  for  the  Rio  Grande  Bible  Institute  here,  while  on  the  right  two  men 
install  the  ceiling  in  the  girl’s  dorm. 

(Right)  W.  M.  “Mac"  McMillan  makes  his  contribution  by  repairing  typewriters 
and  other  business  machines. 

Founded  by  Henry  H.  Schaeffer,  a  United  Methodist  layman  from  LeRoy.  III., 
the  volunteers  are  12  couples  —  10  of  whom  are  UMs  —  who  travel  from  project  to 
project  across  the  country,  donating  their  labor  to  Christian  mission  efforts. 

Mr.  Schaeffer  hopes  to  organize  a  second  group  so  one  group  can  work  primarily 
in  the  eastern  states  and  one  in  the  West.  Interested  persons  may  write  the  project 
coordinator.  Mr.  Schaeffer,  at  509  N.  Walnut  St.,  LeRoy,  Ill.  61752. 

RIO  GRANDE  BIBLE  INSTITUTE  PHOTOS 


For  1980  General  Conference 


Limits  on  agencies’  ‘power’ eyed 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  “Proposals  to  the  1980 
General  Conference  which  are  designed 
to  produce  “greater  responsibility  and 
accountability  in  the  general  church” 
were  considered  by  an  ad  hoc  group  of 
two  dozen  United  Methodist  ministers 
from  10  states  who  gathered  here  last 
week. 

The  Rev.  Leighton  Farrell,  pastor  of 
the  Highland  Park  UMC  in  Dallas,  who 
chaired  the  meeting,  said  that  many 
United  Methodists  believe  “the  staffs  of 
the  church’s  general  boards  and 
agencies  wield  far  too  much  power  in 
proposing  legislation  for  General 
Conference  and  in  determining  which 
legislative  proposals  are  given  serious 
consideration.” 

Dr.  Farrell  said  a  widespread  feeling 
of  frustration  exists  among  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  clergy  and  laity  regarding  how 
they  might  have  a  greater  voice  in  the 
church’s  future  programs  and  emphases. 
“Our  one  great  hope  is  that  this  group 
might  propose  legislation  which  will 
bring  about  greater  responsibility  and 
accountability  in  the  general  church,”  he 
said.  “Such  accountability  already  exists 
at  most  other  levels  of  the  church. 

The  group  considered  a  number  of 
specific  legislative  proposals  — 
approving  seven  for  further  refinement 
and  discussion  and  setting  aside  several 
others  as  either  undesirable  or  of  lesser 
importance  in  achieving  the  group's 
basic  objectives. 

The  ad  hoc  group  also  voted  to  sponsor 
a  national-meeting  January  31  - 

February  1, 1979  which  its  members  hope 
will  bring  together  a  large  number  of 
ministers  and  laypersons  from  across 
the  church  who  share  the  group's  basic 
concerns.  The  already-approved 
legislative  proposals  will  be  discussed 
and  further  refined  at  that  meeting,  and 
additional  proposals  with  similar  intent 
will  be  considered.  The  group  also 
approved  plans  to  follow  up  the  national 
meeting  with  a  series  of  regional 
meetings  designed  to  familiarize  church 
members  with  the  group's  proposals  and 
to  gain  support  for  them. 

Two  common  threads  run  through  the 
proposals  approved  last  week:  limiting 


what  is  perceived  to  be  unchecked 
powers  by  the  church’s  general  boards 
and  agencies,  and  strengthening  the  role 
of  the  church’s  bishops  as  “general 
superintendents”  charged  with  oversee¬ 
ing  the  church's  “spiritual  and  temporal 
affairs.” 

Proposals  approved 

Specific  proposals  approved  by  the  ad 
hoc  group  would : 

•  Limit  the  term  of  any  elected  general 
agency  staff  member  to  eight  years  in 
any  one  position  (the  present  limit  is  12 
years ) . 

•  Make  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  amenable  to 
the  Council  of  Bishops  during  the  interim 
between  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference. 

•  Allow  local  churches  to  designate 
gifts  to  apportioned  programs  they 
approve,  withhold  support  from 
programs  they  find  objectionable,  and 
prevent  funds  designated  for  one  purpose 
from  being  used  for  any  other  purpose. 
The  specific  language  of  this  proposal 
will  be  drafted  so  as,  in  the  group’s  view, 
to  strengthen  rather  than  weaken  the 
denomination’s  overall  connectional  and 
financial  program. 

•  Require  full  disclosure  of  the  amount 
of  each  general  church  fund  which  is 
used  for  operational,  administrative  and 
promotional  purposes. 

•  Prohibit  any  general  church  agency, 
or  its  officers  or  staff,  from  filing  civil 
litigation  without  prior  apprpval  of  the 
General  Conference,  or  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  between  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference. 

•  Limit  the  number  of  general  agency 
staff  members  who  may  attend  sessions 


of  the  General  Conference  at  their 
agency’s  expense  to  General  Secretaries, 
Associate  General  Secretaries, 
Executive  Secretaries,  and  such  others 
as  might  be  required  by  existing 
legislation. 

•  Provide  for  “sunset  review"  of  each 
of  the  church's  general  agencies  on  a 
systematic  basis  by  the  appropriate 
legislative  committees  of  the  General 
Conference,  with  those  legislative 
committees  charged  with  recommending 
to  the  General  Conference  whether  or  not 
the  agency  and  its  programs  should  be 
continued  or  terminated. 

Among  the  proposals  considered  but 
not  approved  by  the  ad  hoc  group  were 
modification  or  termination  of  the 
present  “quota  system"  for  electing  the 
membership  of  general  boards  and 
agencies,  prohibition  of  general  agency 
personnel  from  being  elected  as  voting 
delegates  to  General  Conference,  and 
prohibition  of  general  agencies  receiving 
funds  for  any  program  not  specifically 
authorized  by  General  Conference. 

Members  of  the  ad  hoc  group  were 
insistent  that,  as  a  group,  they  are 
independent  of  any  other  coalition  or 
caucus  within  the  church,  and  that  they 
foresee  the  group’s  purpose  to  be  solely 
that  of  proposing  and  lobbying  for 
legislation  to  the  1980  General 
Conference,  after  which  they  will  cease 
to  exist  as  a  group. 

Persons  desiring  more  information 
about  the  ad  hoc  group,  its  legislative 
proposals,  or  the  national  meeting  it  is 
sponsoring  in  January  may  write  to  Dr. 
Leighton  Farrell  (Highland  Park  UMC, 
3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas 
75205)  whom  the  group  designated  as  its 
spokesman. 
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Hispanics 

move  step 
to  unity 

SAN  ANTONIO  (UMC)  -  Hispanic 
American  church  leaders  took  an  initial 
step  toward  greater  unity  at  a  meeting 
here  Oct.  24-28,  but  acknowledged  a 
number  of  factors  still  separating 
Spanish-speaking  Americans. 

The  Hispanic  Ecumenical  Theological 
Conference  was  the  first  national 
consultation  of  Catholic  and  Protestant 
church  leaders  representing  all  the 
major  Hispanic  groups  in  the  country. 

In  a  ‘Message  to  the  Hispanic 
Community  in  the  U.S."  the  70 
participants,  including  10  United 
Methodists,  said  it  was  difficult  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  four  day  gathering  "to 
decide  whether  we  are  Catholic  or 
Protestant,  because  today  as  never 
before  we  relate  simply  as  Christians.  ’ ' 

Terming  the  consultation  a 
"breakthrough"  in  contacts  with  Roman 
Catholics,  the  Rev.  Joel  Martinez  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries'  National  Division  said  the 
denomination's  Hispanic  leadership  was 
committed  to  an  even  larger  and  more 
representative  ecumenical  project  in 
1979.  Such  an  effort  would  be  in  addition 
to  a  major  national  gathering  of  United 
Methodist  Hispanics  slated  for  late 
March  1979. 

With  eight  denominations  represented 
here,  the  meeting  was  also  a 
breakthrough  of  sorts  for  Hispanic 
Protestants,  officials  agreed.  The  last 
time  they  met  ecumenically  was  1971,  at 
a  meeting  which  ended  with  a  disruption. 

There  are  four  major  groups  of 
Hispanic  Americans  within  the  church¬ 
es:  those  with  origins  in  Mexico,  those 
from  Puerto  Rico,  those  coming  out 
of  Cuba,  and  those  from  other  Latin 
American  countries.  Their  respective  his¬ 
tories  often  have  caused  disagreements 
among  them. 

Churches  help 
defeat  gam  bling 

MIAMI  (RNS)  —  Churches  played  a 
strong  role  in  the  most  publicized 
referendum  on  the  ballot  here  Nov.  6  — 
the  legalization  of  casino  gambling. 

The  proposal  was  rejected  by  a  margin 
of  almost  3  to  1.  It  did  not  carry  a  single 
county  in  Florida  and  was  defeated  by  5-1 
margins  in  some  counties. 

And  largely  due  to  opposition  led  by 
churches,  Virginia  voters  rejected  a  pro¬ 
posal  that  would  have  legalized  pari¬ 
mutuel  betting  in  the  state.  The  referen¬ 
dum  to  legalize  wagering  on  horse  races 
was  defeated  by  52  percent  of  the  voters, 
according  to  unofficial  results. 

Churches  carried  the  anti-gambling 
argument  to  thousands  of  voters  across 
Virginia  through  newsletters.  On  Sunday 
before  the  election,  an  estimated  8,500 
churches  mentioned  the  issue  from  the 
pulpit.  The  main  theme  of  the  argument 
was  that  gambling  is  immoral  and  that 
legalizing  parimutuel  bets  would  not  give 
the  overall  economic  benefits  proponents 
claimed. 
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APRON  CELEBkATION  challenges  all  lo  service  m 

verse  and  song.  $3.50  to  Helen  Arms,  2872  Weeks 
Ave  .  Oceanside.  N.V.  11572. 


I'M  ESTHER  ACTION  COUNCIL  Are  you  a 

candidate  for  our  group?  If  you  would  like  to  hear 
"the  other  side”  and  be  able  to  speak  out  on  such 
issues  as  support  of  terrorists  in  Rhodesia  and  the 
controversial  missions  study  in  China,  please  write 
us  UM  Esther  Action  Council.  Box  24443,  Dallas, 


HAWAII  HERITAGE  TOUR  leaving  January  9. 1979 
Two  weeks,  four  islands,  fine  hotels,  from  major 
airports  Rev  Karl  Bucey.  301  Lincoln  Way  East 
Massilon,  Ohio  44646. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  Work:  Church  of  1100  members,  town  of  17,000 
people  Salary  $10,000.  Will  consider  man  or  woman. 
Send  inquiry  with  resume  to  James  R.  Webb,  pastor. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dublin,  Ga  31021 
Position  open  January  1 _ 

FACULTY  POSITION -HOMILETICS  A  Ph  D  and 

evidence  of  excellence  in  teaching  and  scholarly 
productivity  required.  Teach  courses  in  the 
principles  and  practice  of  preaching  at  the  Master  of 
Divinity  level  ,  teach  courses  and  direct  dissertations 
at  the  doctoral  level.  Salary  negotiated  on  basis  of 
qualifications.  Position  available  Sept.  1,  1979. 
Application  deadline.  Dec.  15.  1978.  Send  resume  and 
three  letters  of  recommendation  to.  Search 
Committee  on  Preaching.  Office  of  the  Dean, 
Garretl-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  2121 
Sheridan  Road.  Evanston,  III.  60201.  An  equal 
opportunity,  affirmative  action  employer 


MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND 
YOUTH  to  assume  program  and  leadership  roles 
Salary  negotiable  Contact  Rev  James  Frazier, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Jacksonville.  Tex 
75766. 1 214  >586-2494.  


BEAUTIFUL  NAILS  NATURALLY'  Buff  away 

roughness  and  ndges  Stop  splitting  and  peeling. 
Renew  growth  with  7”  handmade  deerskin  buffer, 
buffing  cream  and  7"  diamond  dust  nail  file  $4.75 
postpaid  Professional  Products,  10232  Sherbrook. 
Dallas.  Tex  75229 

VISITING  SANTA  FE  .or  Christmas,  winter 

sports,  shopping,  browsing,  art.  retreats,  rest’’ 
United  Methodists  invite  you  to  worship  at  St.  John's 
UMC  m  Santa  Fe 


NOVEMBER  24,  1978 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  When 
members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Germantown  section  of 
Philadelphia  die,  they  go  upstairs  .  .  . 
literally. 

The  church  has  a  columbarium, 
repository  for  cremation  ashes,  in  the 
bell  tower  located  just  off  the  balcony 
overlooking  the  sanctuary. 

According  to  Kenneth  Wray  Conners, 
writing  in  "Christian  Ministry" 
magazine,  cremation  is  ecologically, 
economically,  psychologically  and 
theologically  sound. 

"With  the  urbanization  of  America,” 
Mr.  Conners  writes,  "fewer  and  fewer 
churches  could  justify  the  use  of 
increasingly  costly  ground  for  a 
cemetery  .  .  .  higher  priorities  were 
given  to  parking  lots !  ’  ’ 

Additionally,  Mr.  Conners  maintains, 
cremation  is  “by  far  the  most  economic 
means  of  disposition,  eliminating  as  it 
does  the  cost  of  casket,  vault,  hearse, 
limousines  and  other  appurtenances.  ” 
Psychologically,  the  lay  leader  of  First 
UMC  says,  cremation  “can  be  a  healthy 
way  of  affirming  the  reality  of  death  for 
the  survivors  and  of  recognizing,  painful 
as  it  is,  the  need  to  acknowledge  a  radical 
change  in  one’s  relationship  with  the 
dead  person." 


-Book  review 


Why  religious  cults? 
Author  supplies  reasons 


"The  Cults  Are  Coming,”  by  Lowell  D. 
Streiker,  Abingdon,  1978,  127  pp.,  $3.95 
paperback. 

By  RILEY  B.  CASE 

"The  Cults  Are  Coming!"  is  readable 
and  understandable,  and  a  good  book  to 
place  in  the  hands  of  persons  concerned 
about  the  encroachment  of  the  cults  into 
communities  and  families.  Its  strength  is 
not  so  much  in  its  research  on  the  cults 
(other  studies  have  been  much  more 
thorough),  as  in  its  attempt  to 
understand  the  sociological  and 
psychological  reasons  why  the  cults  are 
flourishing. 

How  shall  we  understand  the  cults? 

There  is  the  “cults-as-false-religions” 
approach,  which  sees  many  counterfeit 
faiths  competing  with  God-revealed, 
biblical  truth. 

There  is  also  "cults-as-kidnappers- 
and-brainwashers"  approach.  In  this 
way  of  looking  at  things,  cult  leaders 
have  preyed  upon  and  manipulated  the 
innocent  in  our  midst  for  persona)  profit 
and  gain. 

Lowell  Streiker  works  with  a  different 
theory.  On  the  basis  of  a  personal  study 
of  the  Unification  Church,  the  Children  of 


Our  Churches  Can  Grow 

Attend  the  Congress  on  Evangelism 
January  5-7,  1979  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Your  church  can  grow  if  you  want  it  to.  Find 
out  how  at  the  Congress  on  Evangelism.  Ten  Conference  Theme: 
nationally  known  speakers  including  the  Rev.  ...  ,  r,  , 

Dr.  C.  Peter  Wagner.  Dr.  Jin,  Smoke,  the  Rev.  Church  Growth 
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Kimmel  Chesnutt  will  guide  you  through  a  Pastor  a*  Evangelist. ,  ,  Bishop  Nichols 

Study  of  growing  churches.  Are  you  readv  to  Lay  Witness . Tommy  Tyson 

Brow'*  "  Holy  Spirit . Robert  Tuttle 

B  '  Prayer:  Spiritual 

e,  p  $ ,  Formation . Mrs.  Chesnutt 

Congress  on  Evangelism  f  amily  and  Church  Growth  .  Donald  Joy 

"  ”  Single  Adults . Jim  Smoke 

J—  —  *  ev  «  Youth  Evangelism  .  Dawson  McCallister 
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Mail  to:  The  Rev.  Dr.  David  Wynne.  Regislrat,  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church.  44  Highland  Road.  Bethel  Park.  Pa.  15102. 


God  and  Hare  Krishna,  he  finds  the  clue 
to  the  cults  in  an  analysis  of  con¬ 
temporary  society  and  the  mood  of  the 
youth  scene.  This  might  be  called  the 
"cults-as-reaction-to-the-weaknesses-in- 
society"  approach. 

Youth  of  the  1970s,  according  to  Mr. 
Streiker,  are  not  committed  to  the  causes 
of  the  1960s  (and  not  nearly  as  exciting  to 
teach),  nor  to  the  self-discipline  of 
earlier  generations.  They  are  restless, 
bored  and  lonely.  Cults  offer  religious 
conversion,  meaning  and  a  total  view  of 
life  in  a  way  that  traditional  religions  and 
value-giving  institutions  are  in  large  part 
failing  to  do. 

At  the  same  time,  the  author  is  most 
critical  of  the  cults,  or,  at  least,  the 
methods  of  the  cults.  He  finds  deception 
in  the  cults,  as  well  as  unethical  and 
dishonest  practices.  The  cults  offer  an 
escape  from  reality,  rather  than  an 
honest  facing  of  reality  with  maturity 
and  responsibility. 

The  answer  to  the  cults  —  according  to 
the  book  —  is  in  offering  a  more 
engaging,  challenging  and  fulfilling  life 
style  on  the  part  of  home  and  church  and 
all  those  institutions  in  society  working 
toward  wholeness.  This  is  easier  said 
than  done,  but  the  author  does  offer  some 
practical  suggestions. 

At  the  same  time,  issues  need  to  be 
raised  beyond  the  scope  of  this  book. 
Besides  concerns  about  meaning, 
purpose  and  emotional  health  — 
concerns  important  to  social  scientists  — 
the  church  ought  to  be  concerned  about 
truth.  "By  what  authority?”  is  still  a 
legitimate  question.  Is  one  faith-claim  as 
good  as  another,  to  be  affirmed  as  a 
matter  of  preference,  on  the  basis  of 
need-fulfillment,  or  is  there  a  standard  of 
revealed  truth  by  which  all  beliefs  and 
actions  are  judged? 

In  historic  Christian 'faith  there  is  such 
a  standard  —  "revealed  in  Scripture, 
illumined  by  tradition,  vivified  in 
personal  experience,  and  confirmed  by 
reason”  (in  United  Methodist  words).  In 
faithfulness  to  that  standard,  in 
proclamation  and  living  of  the  Gospel, 
there  is  an  answer  to  the  problems  of 
contemporary  society  and  the  challenge 
of  the  cults. 

Mr.  Case  is  pastor  of  Wesley  UMC, 
Union  City.  Ind. 


UM  bicentennial  planned 

1 984  to  mark  200th  year  of  American  Methodism 


DAYTON,  Ohio  ( UMC)  —  The  heritage 
of  200  years  of  Methodist  Christianity  in 
America  can  be  a  meaningful  launching 
pad  for  mission  in  the  future,  says  a 
United  Methodist  Bicentennial  Planning 
Committee  working  on  the  observance  of 
the  200th  anniversary  of  Methodism  in 
this  country. 

The  concept  of  the  past  as  prologue  to 
the  future  will  be  recommended  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM),  who,  in 
turn,  will  make  recommendations  on  the 
observance  to  the  denomination’s  1980 
General  Conference. 

The  observance  would  culminate  in 
1984,  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
Christmas  Conference  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  which  is  considered  the  birth  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a 
predecessor  denomination  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  was  at  the  1784 


conference  that  Francis  Asbury  and 
Thomas  Coke  were  consecrated  the  first 
Methodist  bishops. 

Meeting  here  Nov.  5-7,  the  Bicentennial 
Planning  Committee  elected  officers, 
approved  a  timetable  to  recommend  for 
the  observance  and  adopted  a  statement 
encouraging  jurisdictional  and  annual 
conference  programming  for  the 
observance.  They  began  work  on  a  wide 
range  of  possible  ideas  —  from  a  national 
event  in  December  1984  to  a  traveling 
Methodist  exhibit  (“a  traveling  circuit 
rider  on  wheels”)  to  a  major  television 
event. 

The  committee  agreed  it  was 
important  that  local  churches  be  given 
opportunity  for  participation  and  heard 
strong  counsel  that  all  parts  of  the 
observance  should  be  inclusive  of  all 
ethnic  groups,  of  women  and  of  the 
various  predecessor  bodies  now  a  part  of 


United  Methodism. 

The  committee  asked  its  chairperson, 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.,  of  Nashville,  to 
raise  the  question  of  a  joint  celebration, 
including  the  three  predominantly  black 
Methodist  denominations:  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church  and 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
when  he  attends  the  March  1979 
quadrilateral  meeting  of  the  bishops  of 
those  denominations  and  the  UMC.  The 
committee  agreed  to  discuss,  after  the 
bishops’  meeting,  a  possible  joint 
celebration  with  other  Methodist/Wes¬ 
leyan  churches  which  indicate  interest 
in  the  possibility  of  a  shared  observance. 

The  committee  carefully  noted  it  is  not 
a  "Bicentennial  Committee,”  but  rather 
a  Bicentennial  Planning  Committee, 
brought  into  being  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  GCOM. 


It’s  called  the  Purple  Puzzle  Tree 

WESTMORELAND,  Kan.  —  What  can  go  from  13  to  42  in  just  four  weeks?  Answer: 
The  Purple  Puzzle  Tree  of  the  Westmoreland  United  Methodist  Church.  Youngsters  in 
the  picture  are  playing  a  game  at  the  after  school  program  sponsored  by  the  church 
once  a  week.  During  the  time,  children  from  grades  one  to  six  eat,  hear  a  Bible  story, 
illustrate  one  through  crafts,  sing  and  enjoy  recreation.  The  Purple  Puzzle  Tree  has 
contributed  to  the  church’s  life  by  producing  a  children  s  choir,  a  core  group  for 
Junior  High  UMYF  and  more  children  attending  the  Sunday  morning  worship. 

WESTMORELAND  RECORDER  PHOTO 

Church  ‘graveyard’ 
located  in  bell  tower 


Mr.  Conners  notes  that  there  is  no  New 
Testament  or  Old  Testament  prohibition 
against  cremation. 

The  New  Testament  doctrine  of  the 
resurrection  of  the  body  has  been, 
according  to  Mr.  Conners,  "an 
impediment  to  cremation”  for  some 
Protestants.  "However,  the  rapid 
dissolution  of  the  body  by  fire  differs  only 
in  span  of  time  from  the  slower 
dissolution  of  the  body  buried  in  the 
earth,”  he  maintains. 

It  cost  the  church  $3,000  to  have  the 
tower  room  renovated  and  furnished  and 
an  oak  cabinet  built  to  hold  the  urns  of 
ashes.  The  cabinet  was  built  with  20  two- 
urn  niches,  and  can  be  expanded  as  the 
need  arises.  A  niche  in  the  columbarium 
cost  $250  which  is  considerably  less,  Mr. 
Conners  points  out,  than  the  cost  of  a  two- 
grave  cemetery  plot. 

He  notes  that  graveyards  were  located 
next  to  parish  churches  for  the 
convenience  of  the  mourners,  who 
walked  from  the  funeral  service  to  the 
interment.  The  columbarium  in  the 
church  restores  that  intimacy  between 
the  parish  church  and  the  family  at  the 
time  of  death,  which  has  been  lost  in 
urbanization,  the  author  notes. 


‘Siempre  Amigos’ 

Town  responds  to  migrant  family 


By  JIMMIE  NORTON  MORGAN 

LOUDON,  Tenn.  —  “Siempre 
Amigos”  —  friends  forever. 

That  simple  phrase  summed  up  the 
relationship  that  grew  between  a 
Mexican-American  family  who 
suffered  a  tragedy  here  on  October  12, 
1978,  and  the  members  of  the 
community  who  rushed  to  help  them. 

Leonardo'  and  Petra  Marquez, 
migrant  farm  workers,  were 
traveling  from  Ohio,  where  they  had 
been  picking  tomatoes,  to  their  home 
in  LaBelle,  Fla.,  where  they  regularly 
work  in  vegetable  crops  'and  fruit 
orchards. 

They  were  in  a  Chevrolet  pick-up 
truck  on  Interstate  75  when  Mrs. 
Marquez  and  three  of  the  four 
children  began  to  feel  sick.  They 
pulled  into  the  Sugar  Limb  Truck  Stop 
to  get  help  at  6:30  a.m.,  and  learned 
how  serious  their  problem  was: 
Manuel  Marquez,  age  8,  was  dead 
from  carbon  monoxide  poisoning. 
Fumes  from  a  faulty  exhaust  system 


had  seeped  into  their  covered  pick-up 
truck. 

Although  Mr.  Marquez  and  his 
friend,  Gomez  Apolonis,  could  not 
speak  English  well,  Petra  and  the  two 
smaller  children  who  were  very  sick 
were  taken  to  the  Loudon  County 
Memorial  Hospital  where  doctors  and 
nurses  ministered  to  their  needs. 
After  two  days  they  were  pretty  well 
recovered. 

As  word  of  the  tragedy  spread, 
people  of  the  community  began  to 
chip  in  to  help  the  family.  The 
Reverend  Reid  Wilson,  pastor  of  the 
local  United  Methodist  Church  and 
representing  the  Loudon  County 
Pastors’  Association,  assumed  the 
obligation  of  hospital  expense  for  the 
Marquezes.  Along  with  his  church 
staff  and  laymen,  he  helped  to 
coordinate  efforts  of  those  who  wished 
to  give  time,  money,  clothing,  or 
human  concern. 

Mr.  Wilson  said,  "The  people  here 
were  really  wonderful!" 


After  the  Marquez  family  was  off  by 
airplane  on  the  sad  journey  home  with 
the  body  of  their  son,  Manuel,  help 
was  recruited  for  making  the  camper 
truck  safe  for  travel.  Through  the 
generosity  of  people  and  businesses,  a 
complete  new  exhaust  system  was 
installed. 

Men  of  the  church  went  a  step 
further  and  installed  a  vent  in  the  roof 
of  the  camper  and  a  wind  deflector. 
The  camper  was  completely  cleaned 
up  and  restocked  with  supplies.  When 
Mr.  Marquez  returns  to  get  his  truck, 
said  Mr.  Wilson,  it  will  be  full  of  gas 
for  his  return  home. 

“Siempre  Amigos’’  —  friends 
forever.  Those  were  the  final  words  of 
Mrs.  Marquez  to  the  minister  as  the 
family  left  on  its  airplane  flight,  one 
that  involved  deep  tragedy  that  was, 
undoubtedly,  tempered  with  the  touch 
of  human  compassion. 

Mrs.  Morgan,  a  United  Methodist,  is 
a  free-lance  writer  living  in  Loudon. 


Faith  in  Christ  said  to  enable 
Rhodesian  leader  to  survive 


By  RUTHANNE  GARLOCK 

DALLAS  —  “Without  faith  in  Christ  I 
could  not  survive  now,  nor  could  I  have 
survived  the  years  in  prison,”  said  the 
Rev.  Ndabaningi  Sithole,  one  of  three 
black  Rhodesian  (Zimbabwe)  leaders  of 
that  country’s  controversial  transitional 
government  who  recently  visited  the  U.S. 

At  a  reception  held  here  in  his  honor, 
Mr.  Sithole  acknowledged  he  is  a  product 
of  missionary  enterprise  in  Afriqa.  When 
asked  how  he  sees  Christ  in  the  current 
situation  in  his  country,  he  replied,  “To 
look  at  anyone  or  any  situation  through 
the  cross,  then  through  God  the  Father 
and  His  Son,  Jesus,  puts  all  things  in  the 
correct  perspective. ’ ’ 

Mr.  Sithole,  a  minister  in  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  obtained  his  seminary 
education  at  Andover-Newton  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  near  Boston. 

Articulate  and  completely  at  ease  with 
a  predominantly  white  American 
audience,  the  black  leader  did  not  speak 
like  a  man  whose  background  includes  10 
years’  imprisonment  —  or  “detainment" 
as  he  called  it.  Following  the  years  in 
prison,  he  spent  more  than  two  years  in 
exile  outside  his  country. 

Yet  on  March  3,  1978,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  signed  the  agreement  which 
established  the  present  transitional 
government.  He  now  sits  on  the 
Executive  Council  with  Prime  Minister 
Ian  Smith,  the  man  responsible  for  his 
imprisonment.  He  appears  to  harbor  no 
resentment. 

“I  remember  that  evening  (when  the 
agreement  was  signed)  —  I  went  to  my 
house,  and  I  prayed,"  he  told  the 
audience  in  a  public  address.  “For  88 
years  the  principle  of  majority  rule  had 

Churches  focus 
on  ‘business’ 
not  ‘ busyness’ 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  -  What  would 
happen  if  the  nearly  8,000  United 
Methodists  in  the  25  churches  of  Rhode 
Island  would  “Go”  when  the  Spirit  says 
“Go”?  Answering  that  question  is  the 
main  item  of  business  at  the  charge 
conferences  this  fall  in  the  Rhode  Island- 
Southern  Massachusetts  District  here. 

The  agenda  of  each  charge  conference 
centers  upon  the  “business”  of  the 
church  rather  than  its  “busyness,” 
according  to  an  article  in  the  Southern 
New  England  edition  of  TM/UMR. 
Detailed  reports,  budgets  and  elections 
are  being  postponed  so  each  local  church 
can  consider  questions  of  ministry  and 
mission. 

The  agenda  is  guided  by  three 
questions:  (1)  What  is  happening  among 
us  in  Rhode  Island?  (2)  What  is 
happening  in  this  local  church?  and  (3) 
What  should  happen  in  the  future, 
locally,  regionally  and  state-wide? 

Although  UMs  in  the  nation’s  smallest 
state  number  only  about  eight  of  every 
1,000  of  the  population,  they  expect  this 
effort  to  identify  local  church  and  state¬ 
wide  priorities  and  to  enhance  the 
mission  of  the  church. 


been  rejected  by  the  whites  in  Rhodesia. 
I  had  been  cut  off  from  my  family  for 
more  than  10  years,  fighting  for  that 
principle,  and  now  that  principle  had 
been  conceded. 

“I  was  delighted.  All  my  bitterness  left 
me.  I  could  see  that  now  our  country  was 
going  to  be  independent  like  other 
independent  African  states.” 

Some  critics  have  called  the 
transitional  government  a  “scheme  to 
extend  white  minority  rule.”  Others  say 
it  is  “peace  without  justice”  because  the 
coalition  group  called  the  Patriotic  Front 
is  not  represented.  Mr.  Sithole  and  his 
colleagues  —  who  include  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  — 
insist  they  have  urged  the  Patriotic 
Front  to  join  their  council,  but  PF 
leaders  refuse  to  participate. 

The  Rhodesian  delegation  made  its  trip 
to  the  U.S.  at  the  invitation  of  a  group  of 
senators  who  felt  they  deserved  the 
opportunity  to  present  their  view  to  the 
American  people.  Mr.  Sithole  and  his 
party,  feeling  generally  positive  about 
their  U.S.  visit,  stopped  in  Dallas  two 
days  before  their  return  to  Africa. 

“This  transitional  government  is  a 


very  big  change  in  the  life  of  our 
country,”  Mr.  Sithole  stated.  "The  whole 
purpose  behind  it  is  to  make  sure  that 
black  majority  rule  does  indeed  come  to 
pass.  The  war  still  going  on.  is  no  longer  a 
liberation  war;  it  is  a  power  struggle 
between  the  blacks.” 

He  explained  that  the  transitional 
agreement  guarantees  a  general  election 
will  be  based  upon  a  one-man,  one-vote 
system.  He  mentioned  that  since  the 
agreement  was  signed,  800  political 
“detainees”  have  been  released,  all 
death  sentences  for  political  activities 
have  been  suspended,  and  racial 
discrimination  has  been  abolished  in 
education,  housing,  etc. 

“We  support  this  government  with  our 
very  lives,”  he  declared. 

“I  am  not  asking  for  personal  support 
from  the  people  of  America,”  he 
continued.  “We  only  ask  America  to 
support  those  basic  principles  like 
democracy,  justice,  peace,  majority  rule 
and  sovereignty  of  all  the  peoples  of  the 
earth.” 

Ms.  Garlock  is  a  United  Methodist  and 
a  free  lance  writer  living  in  Dallas. 
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They're  not  exactly 
household  names  but.. 


for  100  years  and  more  the  Black 
colleges  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  with  a  quiet  sense  of 
dignity  and  purpose  gone  about  the 
task  of  developing  faith  within  Black 
Americans  Faith  in  our  roots  Faith 
in  our  capabilities.  And  faith  in  a  vision 
The  12  educational  institutions  in 
the  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND  are  still 
committed  to  that  task  They're  enabled 
to  fulfill  this  unique  responsibility 
because  of  your  church  s  acceptance 
of  its  apportionment  for  the 
BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND 


When  the  District  Superintendent 
conducts  your  church's  Charge 
Conference  this  Fall,  you  won  t  need 
to  remember  the  names  of  Bennett. 
Claflm,  Clark.  Bethune-Cookman. 
Paine,  Dillard,  Rust,  Meharry  Medical. 
Philander  Smith,  Morristown.  Huston- 
Tillotson  and  Wiley.  Just  remember 
the  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND  and 
give  it  your  strong  support 

For  further  information,  contact 
Dr  DePriest  Whye  (615)327-2700 
PO  Box  871 

Nashville.  Tennessee  37202 


The 
NacKGollege 
Fund 

Supporting  United  Methodist  Church  related  colleges 


Kay  Kranton  writes . . . 
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An  Extraordinary  Sunday  School  Class 


Since  the  renewal  of  the  church  school 
is  our  Conference  program  priority  for 
this  year  and  next,  it  is  instructive  to 
remember  what  was,  probably,  the  most 
extraordinary  Sunday  School  class 
Louisiana  Methodism  ever  produced,  the 
Four  Square  Bible  Class,  taught  by  Dean 


R  E.  Smith  of  Centenary  College. 

Dr.  Bentley  Sloane  has  provided  us  this 
timely  story  in  his  new  book,  “The  Dean 
Smith  Years.”  Dean  Smith  was  a  remark¬ 
able  man.  A  gifted  scholar,  he,  at  various 
times,  taught  Latin,  Greek,  sociology, 


What  God  Expects? 


By  BILL  CROMER 

Are  you  doing  everything  God 
wants  you  to? 

Most  of  us  believe  we’re  not! 

God’s  goals  for  all  of  us  are 
high,  and  hard  to  reach.  But  we 
cannot  deny  knowing  His  goals 
just  because  we  can’t  reach 
them  right  away. 

Most  who  have  thoroughly 
studied  God’s  will  concerning 
our  stewardship  believe  He 
expects  us  to  return  10  precent  of 
our  income  for  the  spreading  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Love  throughout 
the  world. 

If  you  believe  God  really  wants 


us  to  tithe,  but  you  feel  you  can’t 
do  it  now,  then  accept  it  as  your 
goal,  though  high  and  hard  to 
reach. 

Don’t  be  concerned  about 
never  reaching  your  new  goal. 
Be  concerned  about  never 
starting  toward  it.  Accept  it  and 
take  a  step  toward  it  this  year ! 

Then  perhaps  you  will  be  doing 
everything  God  wants  you  to  do 
after  all. 

(Bill  Cromer  is  a  member  of 
the  finance  committee  and  a 
layman  at  Christ  Church  United 
Methodist.) 


English  poetry,  preaching,  theology  and 
the  Bible.  But  it  was  as  a  teacher  of  scrip¬ 
ture  that  he  made  his  greatest  impact  and 
his  most  lasting  contribution. 

He  told  Bible  stories,  an  approach  to 
Bible  teaching  that  is  just  now  being 
“discovered”  by  Christian  eductors.  But 
he  told  them  in  a  fresh  way :  He  would  put 
the  Bible  story  in  a  contemporary  setting 
so  its  message  for  the  current  moment 
was  conveyed  with  vivid  intensity. 

My  sister,  Rachael,  once  heard  Dean 
Smith  lecture  while  she  was  still  a  child. 
Afterward,  she  told  her  father,  “Daddy, 
that  man  talks  like  he  was  there  when 
those  things  happened.”  Such  was  the 
impact  of  Dean  Smith’s  teaching. 

Most  important  of  all,  however,  Dean 
Smith  loved  people.  He  once  said  you 
could  only  teach  the  people  you  also  held 
in  your  heart. 

The  Four  Square  Bible  Class,  which 
the  Dean  taught  on  Sundays  in 
Shreveport,  showed  the  breadth  of  his 
vision  and  his  courage  as  an  innovator. 

It  met  in  City  Hall  so  it  could 
accomodate  the  crowds  and  appeal  to  an 
ecumenical  audience.  The  media  were 
uitlized  to  reach  still  more  people.  The 
Dean  began  to  broadcast  his  lessons  on 
radio  when  that  medium  was  in  its 
infancy.  There  was  extensive  use  of 


newspaper  advertisement.  A  symphony 
orchestra  played  to  open  class  sessions. 

Good  records  were  kept  of  class 
membership,  and  there  was  regular 
followup  on  absentees  to  insure  a  high 
level  of  attendance. 

At  one  time,  the  Four  Square  Class  had 
1,200  members  on  roll.  A  class  party 
(barbecue)  once  attracted  3,500  class 
members  and  their  families.  Surely  this 
class  made  a  deeper  impression  on  the 
business  and  professional  leadership  of 
Shreveport  than  any  other  religious 
institution  of  its  day. 

Today,  the  Four  Square  Class,  like  all 
long-term  adult  classes,  has  moved  from 
youthful  vigor  to  more  mature  years. 

Among  Sunday  School  classes, 
however,  I  know  none  that  has  had  such 
an  impact  for  so  long  on  so  many  as  the 
Four  Square  Bible  Class,  its  remarkable 
founder  and  the  able  teachers  and 
members  who  have  carried  on  in  his 
stead. 

If  only  we,  in  our  time,  could  gain  more 
of  the  courage  needed  to  dream  such 
great  dreams,  and  could  also  discover 
the  practical  ways  to  institutionalize 
such  dreams  in  ongoing  ministries  to 
persons.  Truly,  there  were,,  in  those  days, 
giants  in  the  earth. 


Around  The  Conference 


6 Strengthening  Our  Christian  Roots 


Celebrating  108  Years 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  St.  Matthews  UMC 
recently  observed  its  108th  anniversary. 

“Strengthening  Our  Christian  Roots” 
was  the  theme  for  the  celebration  and 
Rev.  Johnny  McKinnis,  associate 
minister  of  Mount  Siani  Baptist  Church, 
was  the  speaker. 

Mrs.  Ira  M.  Medice  was  the 
chairperson  for  the  event. 


good  during  the  minister’s  first  infant 
baptism  at  Trinity  one  recent  Sunday 
morning.  We  forgot  to  ask  him  if  the 
“taming  down"  session  worked. 

Carolers  Can  Call 

SHREVEPORT  -  The  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center  is  now 
scheduling  choirs  to  carol  at  the  Center 
Dec.  18-22. 

Choirs  and  youth  groups  interested  in 
participating  in  the  caroling  program 
should  contact  the  hospital  chaplain, 
Floyd  M.  Durham,  at  510  East  Stoner 
Ave. 

New  Life 
Missioners  Meet 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  The  continuing 
education  conference  for  the  New  Life 
Missioners  from  across  the  state  was 
held  here  Nov.  6-10. 

The  Rev.  Eddie  Fox,  responsible  for 
the  division  of  Evangelism  proclama¬ 
tion,  was  the  leader  of  the  conference, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  general 
Board  of  Discipleship. 


Louisa  Drive. 

Bethany  UMC,  Holy  Cross  Lutheran 
Church  and  Morning  Star  Baptist  Church 
are  the  other  participants. 

‘Concern  ForPersons' 

DELHI  —  Marian  Cooper  was  recently 
honored  at  Delhi  UMC  for  her  dedicated 


Taming  Them 

SHREVEPORT  -  Rev.  Leo  Beck  of 
Trinity  UMC  has  a  secret  for  ensuring  his 
infant  baptisms  go  smoothly. 

The  Saturday  before  the  Sunday 
ceremony,  he  says  he  ‘tames  them 
down.’  Rev.  Beck  (above)  tamed  down 
Jeremy  Wayne  Curtis  so  the  lad  would  be 


Community 

Celebrates 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Four  churches  and 
Southern  University  are  combining 
talents  to  present  a  Ecumenical 
Community  Celebration  of  Yuletide,  on 
Dec.  10,  Sunday,  at  5  p.m.  at  St.  Gabriel 
the  Archangel  Catholic  church,  5029 


Nancy  Tate,  (right) 
chairperson  of  the  UMW 
at  the  church,  presents 
Mrs.  Cooper  with  a  cor¬ 
sage. 
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efforts  to  organize  and  operate  a 
fellowship  meeting  for  older  persones  in 
the  community. 

She  has  been  involved  in  this  outreach 
ministry,  “Concern  for  Persons”  for 
several  years. 

Alexandria  To 
Get  ‘Connection  ’ 

ALEXANDRIA  -  The  United 
Methodist  radio  program  “Connection” 
is  being  aired  on  KQID-FM,  93.1  on  the 
dial,  here. 

It  began  Nov.  11  at  10  a.m.  on  Sunday 
and  is  to  air  weekly. 

There  are  approximately  165  radio 
stations  across  the  nation  now 
broadcasting  this  inspirational  radio 
program. 

6 Messiah 9  Coming 

BATON  ROUGE  -  The  “Messiah  - 
Sing  In”  will  be  presented  at  First  UMC 
Sunday,  Dec.  10,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
sanctuary. 

The  Christmas  portion  and  the 
Hallelujah  Chorus  in  the  presentation 
will  be  sung  under  the  direction  of  six 
Baton  Rouge  church  and  school  choral 
directors. 

Breaking  Ground 

GREENWELL  SPRINGS  —  St.  Luke 
United  Methodist  Church  recently  held 
groundbreaking  services. 

This  building  project  is  being  made 
possible  through  the  help  of  the  1,000 
Club,  church  members  said. 

‘ Pony  Express  ’ 
Working 

Methodist  churches  throughout  the 
state  are  using  the  “Pony  Express” 
theme  in  their  annual  stewardship 
drives. 

Zachary  UMC  recently  reported  “kick¬ 
ing  off"  such  a  program.  Also,  Pine- 
ville  First  UMC  reported  successfully 
completing  their  Pony  Express  “run” 
with  members  estimating  giving  in  the 
church  for  the  coming  year  to  reach 
$140,000. 


Officers  Named 

New  officers  for  the  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  United  Methodist  Women 
include  (left  to  right):  Mrs.  Ardessie  C.  Prophet,  president;  Mrs.  Don 
Dunnington,  mission  coordinator  for  Christian  personhood;  Mrs.  Bruce 
Lovelace,  chairperson  for  committee  on  nominations;  and  Mrs.  Robert  H. 
Brupbacker,  treasurer. 
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LET  US  GIVE  THANKS 

By  now  the  turkey  has  probably  been  thrown  away  or  all  gobbled 
up  and  Christmas  is  the  next  event  marked  on  the  calendars.  But 
let’s  not  forget  to  continue  to  thank  God  for  the  things  we  might  take 
for  granted  —  cars,  food,  good  health,  homes,  children  —  during  the 
busy  year  ahead.  Not  only  during  this  holiday  season,  but  throughout 
the  year,  praise  the  Lord  for  what  you  have  and  "count  your  many 
blessings”  every  day.  Children  at  Zachary  United  Methodist  pre¬ 
school  daycare  center  (above)  enjoy  their  annual  Thanksgiving 
Feast. 


States  Top  Professionals 
Teach  Money  Management 


In  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  the  night 
of  election  returns,  approximately  90 
persons  were  present  for  the  Money 
Management  Seminar  held  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches 
Tuesday  evening,  November  7,  where  the 
Reverend  Joe  McClain  is  in  his  second 
year  as  pastor  of  the  church. 

Those  from  the  Natchitoches  area  who 
spoke  at  the  seminar  were:  H.  C. 
Gahagan,  Jr.,  speaking  on  “Do  You  Need 
A  Will?;”  Shawn  Daily,  speaking  on 
“Shaping  Up  Your  Investments;”  J.  E. 
Pierson,  speaking  on  “The  Advantages 
of  Trust  Funds,”  and  Bill  Boyette, 
speaking  on  “Sensible  Giving  Through. 
Life  Insurance.” 


Stanley  Salter  served  as  moderator  of 
the  panel. 

William  P.  Stubbs,  Jr.,  an  attorney  in 
Alexandria,  traveled  to  Natchitoches  to 
discuss  “How  To  Give  and  Save  Taxes  ” 

This  seminar  was  coordinated  by  Dr. 
Clyde  S.  Clark,  executive  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana. 

This  is  the  13th  seminar  which  has  been 
conducted  in  the  state.  Approximately 
1,200  people  have  shared  in  these 
seminars  and  more  than  70  top-level 
professionals  have  given  of  their  time 
and  talents  to  make  these  learning 
experiences  possible  for  our  United 
Methodist  people. 


Speakers  at  the  Money  Management  Seminar  included 
(left  to  right)  Bill  Stubbs  Jr.,  Shawn  Daily,  Coley  Gahagen 
and  Joe  McClain. 


December  Calendar 

December  2 

Winter  meeting  for  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
First  Church,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

1  December  3 

First  Sunday  in  Advent 
’  December  9 

Board  of  Laity 
December  12-14 

Clergy  Family  Enterprise,  Norman,  Ok. 

!  December  24 

Home  Hospital  Sunday 
December  25 
Christmas  Day 
December  31 

Student  Recognition  Day 
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Editorials 

Now  is  the  time  for  us  to  begin 
influencing  General  Conference 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


For  the  first  time  since  the  United 
Methodist  Church  came  into  being  in 
1968,  a  General  Conference  is 
approaching  without  a  largely  pre  set 
agenda  The  1980  General  Conference  in 
Indianapolis  will  have  no  merger  plans  to 
finalize  with  another  denomination,  no 
Theological  or  Social  Principles 
documents  to  debate  and  approve,  no 
massive  restructuring  proposals  to 
consider,  and  the  discussion  of 
“missional  priorities”  will  no  longer  be  a 
novelty. 

The  absence  of  a  largely  pre¬ 
determined  agenda  could  make  for  a  dull 
General  Conference  in  1980.  Or, 
alternatively,  this  eventuality  might  be 
regarded  as  an  unparalleled  opportunity 
for  a  General  Conference  to  devote 
a  major  portion  of  its  time  and  energy 
to  dealing  with  legislative  petitions 
from  annual  conferences,  local  churches 
and  individual  United  Methodists.  In 
the  recent  past,  at  least,  it  is  no 
secret  that  time  pressures  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  proposals  from  the  church’s 
“grassroots”  receiving  much  less  time 
and  attention  than  proposals  from 
general  church  agencies  and  study 
commissions. 

All  of  the  denomination’s  general 
agencies  already  have  activated 
committees  to  begin  drafting  legislative 
proposals  which  they  deem  to  be 
desirable.  This  is  as  it  should  be. 

Numerous  unofficial  caucuses 
representing  special  interests  within  the 
church  are  likewise  at  work  drafting 
legislative  proposals  they  consider 
desirable.  There  is  nothing  sinister  in 
this  occurrence. 

However,  if  others  within  the  church 
wish  to  assume  a  greater  role  in 
developing  future  programs  and 
directions  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  then  the  time  to  begin 
developing  legislative  proposals  and 
strategies  for  their  implementation  is  at 
hand. 

That  many  United  Methodist  ministers 


and  lay  persons  are  disenchanted  with 
some  aspects  of  their  church’s  general 
program  is  well  known.  But  it  is  one  thing 
for  a  person  to  complain  when  disagreeing 
with  a  given  program  or  emphasis,  and 
another  to  become  actively  and 
responsibly  involved  in  the  process 
which  can  effect  desired  changes. 

An  ad  hoc  group  of  ministers  came 
together  in  Chicago  recently  to  discuss 
legislative  proposals  they'  hope  will 
produce  -  greater  responsibility  and 
accountability  in  the  general  church.” 
And  they  have  developed  a  strategy  for 
placing  their  concerns  before  the  church 
prior  to  and  through  the  1980  General 
Conference  (See  TM/UMR,  Nov.  24). 
This  is  but  one  example  of  what  persons 
who  are  concerned  about  the  church  can 
do  to  influence  its  future  direction.  There 
is  nothing  to  prevent  any  number  of  other 
ad  hoc  groups  ot  “grassroots”  persons 
from  coming  together  and  seeking  to 
influence  United  Methodism’s  future. 

There  are  two  important  ways  in  which 
individual  members  from  across  the 
church  may  significantly  impact  the 
upcoming  General  Conference: 

•  By  joining  with  others  who  share 
similar  concerns  to  draft  responsible 
legislative  proposals  in  proper 
legislative  language,  and  then  to  seek  the 
support  of  others  for  their  enactment. 

•  By  encouraging  local  church 
delegates  to  annual  conferences  in  1979  to 
be  both  astute  and  prayerful  in  selecting 
those  persons  who  will  serve  as  General 
Conference  delegates.  Persons  should  be 
elected  whose  Christian  convictions  are 
strong  and  clear,  and  yet  who  can  at  the 
same  time  be  trusted  to  represent  and 
articulate  the  varied  concerns  of  the 
church’s  members. 

If  enough  of  United  Methodism's 
members  care  enough  about  the  future  of 
their  church  to  begin  now  seeking  to 
make  their  influence  felt  in  ways  they 
consider  faithful  to  the  Christian  gospel, 
then  the  1980  General  Conference  will  be 
anything  but  dull. 


God  puts  His  finger  on 
His  ‘broken  flowers’ 


By  MARION  SCHOEBERLEN 

Nietzsche  wrote  “Everybody 
considers  dying  important;  but  as  yet 
death  is  no  festival." 

Another  writer  has  said,  “Though 
we  live  in  jest,  we  die  in  pain.” 

The  old,  who  live  in  a  deathouse  of 
pain  and  loneliness,  stare  at  people, 
memorizing  them.  Frail  as  glass,  they 
will  shatter  with  one  more  tiny  hurt. 

“Tell  me  what’s  happening  in  the 
outside  world,"  they  ask  with  their 
dimmed  vision. 

“Walk  for  me,"  they  say  with  their 
faltering  steps  and  from  their 
wheelchairs. 

Visiting  the  mushrooming  nursing 
homes,  the  problems  of  the  aged 
become  evident. 

We  ask  ourselves,  “Is  God  here? 
Does  He  squat  in  the  darkness  with 
those  among  the  aged  who  live  like 
vegetables?" 

How  do  we  pray  for  them?  What  do 
we  ask  for?  How  can  we  bring  a  smile 
to  their  faces? 

As  we  view  their  helplessness, 
questions  come  into  our  minds.  Why 
are  they  still  alive  while  so  many  of 
the  young  have  already  passed  on? 
What  is  the  purpose  of  their  lives? 
What  inspiration  can  they  give  to  us  or 
we  to  them? 

There  has  to  be  an  answer,  and  if  we 


look  for  it  long  enough,  we  will  surely 
find  it. 

The  administrator  of  a  nursing 
home  care  center  recently  showed  me 
some  of  the  handwork  the  patients 
were  doing.  Some  ladies  (several 
blind)  wrap  bandages  for  cancer 
victims.  Some  ladies  make  dolls  and 
some  embroider.  The  men  make  belts 
and  keyrings. 

They  have  a  piano  and  an  organ 
which  some  of  them  play.  Joy  is  there 
on  Sunday  when  the  preacher  comes 
and  they  sing  hymns  together. 

“But  is  that  joy?"  you  ask.  That 
kind  of  joy  is  special.  When  you  catch 
a  smile  on  the  face  of  a  patient,  you 
catch  a  star. 

You  have  to  remember  that  when 
anyone  lives  in  a  mental  or  physical 
prison,  it  is  not  exactly  easy  to  smile. 
They  have  to  learn  it  as  they  have  to 
learn  to  walk. 

Each  one  of  the  aged  patients,  no 
matter  how  strange  looking  they  are, 
is  a  poem  and  a  story.  As  we  try  to  tell 
them  what  is  happening,  they,  too,  are 
telling  us  something. 

Their  message  breaks  thru  the 
doors.  It  is  sad,  but  it  is  also  beautiful. 

They  are  God’s  people  just  as  much 
as  anyone  else.  Maybe  they  are  a  little 
closer  because  He  has  put  His  finger 
on  them,  His  broken  flowers. 
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Here  I  Stand 

How  many  members 
know  our  doctrine? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  MRS.  ISAAC  S.  PATE  SR. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  from  its 
early  beginnings  has  emphasized 
education  and  learning.  Reams  of  paper 
on  this  fascinating  subject  are  printed 
and  published  each  day.  But  here  is  a 
question  I  must  ask,  and  I  wait  hopefully 
for  the  answer. 

How  many  Methodist  people  know 
what  are  the  basic  doctrines  of  the 
Methodist  Church?  Why  is  sprinkling  or 
pouring  the  preferred  method  of  baptism 
into  the  Methodist  faith?  Why  do  we 
practice  open  communion  instead  of 
closed  communion?  Why  do  we  believe  a 
baptized  church  member  can  become  a 
backslider  and  lose  his  or  her  hope  of 
heaven? 

We  have  notably  inspiring  and 
uplifting  lesson  material  in  our  Sunday 
School  literature.  That  is  all  to  the  good, 
but  I  repeat,  how  many  Methodists  know 
the  basic  tenets  of  our  faith?  The 
Baptists  preach  and  teach  their  doctrine 
boldly  as  do  the  so-called  Church  of 
Christ  and  Disciples  of  Christ.  I  have 
never  heard  a  sermon  preached  on  the 
doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
However,  I  was  taught  them  by  my 
parents  and  grandparents.  There  is 
something  steadying  about  the  basic 
beliefs  of  our  church.  I  am  all  for 
ecumenism,  but  I  also  desire  to  have 
identity. 

I  have  heard  the  complaint  that  many 
Methodists  are  so  broad  they  are  flat. 
Well,  the  man  who  prepared  our  Adult 
Bible  Studies  for  the  quarter  beginning  in 


September  of  last  year  is  one  of  those.  He 
states  flatly  that  most  early  Christians 
were  baptized  by  immersion.  Well,  I  was 
not  so  taught  (for  example,  pictures  of 
John  the  Baptist  with  a  shell  in  his  hand) 
and  I  do  not  so  believe.  I  know  something 
of  the  background  history  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  John  Wesley  was  an 
ordained  priest  of  the  Anglican  Church, 
but  he  insisted  on  preaching  the  gospel  to 
the  poor.  He  declared,  “The  world  is  my 
parish"  and  he  drew  away  from  the 
Church  of  England,  but  with  no  declared 
intention  of  starting  a  separate  church. 

The  same  basic  doctrines  of  the  Angli¬ 
can  Church  are  derived  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Are  we  too 
timid  or  mealy-mouthed  to  admit  that 
some  of  those  doctrines  are  very  dear  to 
us?  I  love  to  recite  the  Apostles  Creed. 
The  declarations  are  so  positive,  nothing 
wishy-washy  about  that.  It  states 
positively,  “I  believe  .  .  .”  Has  it  ever 
occurred  to  our  church  leaders  that  a 
brief,  terse  statement  of  the  tenets  of  our 
faith  would  strengthen  our  church,  or  are 
we  supposed  to  inhale  it  from  the  air  we 
breathe?  A  few  brief  reasons  for  these . 
beliefs  such  as  scriptural  references . 
would  be  timely. 

I  shall  be  reading  future  issues  in  the 
hope  of  seeing  something  definite  and 
concise  on  doctrines  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mrs.  Isaac  S. 
Pate,  is  a  member  of  Voss  UMC  in  Voss, 


Texas  (Central 
Conference.) 


Texas  Annual 


Lessons  from  tragedy  in  Guyana 


The  tragic  murders  and  mass  suicides 
in  Guyana  last  week  illustrate  the 
powerfully  destructive  effects  that  sick 
religion  can  have  upon  people.  They  also 
illustrate  how  the  attainment  of 
unrestricted  power  can  turn  good  people 
with  noble  intentions  into  evil  tyrants. 

From  most  accounts,  the  Rev.  Jim 
Jones  was  once  a  compassionate  and 
charismatic  leader  who  —  like  our  Lord 
—  identified  with  people  who  were  poor 
and  downtrodden.  He  became  a 
respected  leader  in  his  community. 

Somewhere  along  the  way,  Mr.  Jones 
lost  sight  of  his  role  as  a  shepherd  and 
servant  in  the  name  of  Christ.  His 
movement  made  the  transition  from  an 

TM/UMR  welcomes  new 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
the  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 
at  First  UMC,  Kewanee,  Illinois  (Central 
Illinois  Annual  Conference)  and  at 
Kendall  UMC,  Miami,  Florida  (Florida 
Annual  Conference). 

Each  week  about  750  subscriber- 
families  at  First  UMC  and  about  950 
subscriber-families  at  Kendall  UMC  will 
receive  special  editions  of  TM/UMR  with 
their  own  local  church  news  printed  on 
the  front  page,  annual  conference  news 
printed  on  the  back  page,  and  general 
church  news  and  comment  printed  on 
four  inside  pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say: 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  newspaper  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


independent  Christian  church  to  a 
religious  cult  with  Mr.  Jones  as  its  leader 
and  the  object  of  his  followers’  loyalty. 

This  tragic  episode  should  serve  to 
remind  us  that  religion,  whose  proper 
purpose  is  to  help  people  know  and  do  the 
will  of  God,  can  easily  be  perverted  into 
idolatry.  And  it  should  remind  us  of  the 
fallibility  and  corruptibility  of  every 
human  being. 

History  has  shown  that  authentic 
religion  can  elevate  human  beings  to 
perform  the  most  noble  acts  of  love  and 
service  possible,  and  perverted  religion 
can  motivate  human  beings  to  engage  in 
the  most  vile,  cruel  and  destructive  acts 
imaginable. 

The  tragedy  in  Guyana  makes  a 
powerful  case  for  exercising  our 
religious  beliefs  through  churches  with 
standards  of  belief  and  conduct  which 
have  developed  over  a  period  of 
centuries.  Without  disregarding  the 
shortcomings  of  established  churches, 
they  clearly  provide  built-in  protections 
against  the  type  of  religious  perversion 
that  can  develop  in  a  cult  centered 
around  one  person. 


To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  your  November  10 
editorial  headlined  “We  must  discipline 
ourselves  in  our  process  of  selecting 
priorities.” 

While  pointing  our  finger  at  fiscal 
irresponsibility  in  government,  business, 
education  and  labor,  our  church 
administrators  nqed  to  point  three 
fingers  at  themselves. 

The  chief  source  of  income  for  most  of 
our  38,000  United  Methodist  churches  is 
an  offering  plate  which  is  passed  up  and 
down  the  aisles  of  our  churches  on 
Sundays.  The  contributions  for  Christ’s 
work  should  be  zealously  guarded, 
scrutinized  and  prayerfully  expended. 

Possibly  we  need  an  efficient 
management  firm,  familiar  with  our 
Christian  goals,  to  objectively  study  us  so 
that  we  can  regain  the  respect  of  our 
members  who  want  the  Lord’s  work 
carried  forward  efficiently  and 
effectively. 

It  might  be  that  we  have  “too  many 
hindquarters  at  headquarters.”  In  many 
of  our  areas,  we  could  manage  with 
fewer  district  superintendents  and 
district  offices,  fewer  non-essential 
meetings  where  we  spend  too  much  time 
reading  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting, 
debating  whether  to  call  a  gathering  a 
“workshop”  or  a  "seminar,”  planning 
our  goals  and  spinning  our  wheels. 

It  could  be  that  some  of  our  conference 
program  staffs  are  overstaffed  and  that 
there  are  those  who  are  adept  at 

Mv  Witness 


Priority  proliferation  hurts  churches 


Rainbow  brought  God’s 
message  of  love,  hope 


maneuvering  and  manipulating,  who 
have  in  the  past  and  in  the  present, 
managed  to  get  their  “priorities”  as 
items  in  the  general  and  conference 
budgets.  We  can  chase  too  many  rabbits 
and  not  catch  any  if  we  are  not  careful 
about  our  priorities  in  budgeting. 

Yes,  it  could  be  that  our  local  churches 
could  have  more  financial  support  for  an 
effective  local  church  program  and  that 
we  could  start  to  gain  in  our 
membership,  with  some  conferences 
presently  losing  5,000  members  per  year, 
when  the  members  are  not  heavily  taxed 
by  apportionments,  askings  and  a 
proliferation  of  priorities. 

Charles  W.  Hamilton 

Sandusky,  Ohio 

SALT  II  needed 

To  the  Editor. 

Your  editorial  calling  attention  to  the 
vital  importance  of  support  for  the  SALT 
II  agreements  and  for  practical 
international  control  of  nuclear  weapons 
was  timely  and  totally  appropriate.  I  was 
especially  grateful  that  you  grounded 
your  position  biblically.  That  is  not  hard 
to  do,  but  too  often  this  strong  biblical 
witness  is  overlooked. 

Also,  I  appreciate  publication  of  the 
letter  from  Charles  M.  Miller  relative  to 
our  church  in  Rhodesia/Zimbabwe.  Our 
need  to  realize  the  complexity  of  this 
situation  and  that  our  United  Methodist 
brothers  and  sisters  in  that  land  are  still 
paying  the  price  with  hardship,  fear  and 
death,  and  that  the  road  from  oppression 
to  justice  is  a  costly  one  to  build,  must 
cause  us  in  the  United  States  to  take  our 
positions  with  humility  and  keep  loyal  to 
the  people  most  in  need. 

Best  wishes ! 
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By  MRS.  E.  J.  ESKRIDGE 

A  friend  on  mine  handed  me  TM/UMR 
to  read  an  article  she  found  of  interest  in 
a  special  way  In  that  same  issue  I  also 
read  “Rainbow  again  becomes  symbol  of 
hope”  by  Doris  Lynn.  Now,  I  too,  would 
like  to  tell  you  of  my  experience  with  the 
rainbow  —  truly,  sincerely,  I  believe, 
because  I’ve  seen  with  my  own  eyes  this 
beautiful  symbol  of  hope,  given  in  an 
unusual  and  unexpected  way. 

In  1962  I  lost  my  only  daughter  and  my 
husband.  My  daughter  died  in  May  and 
my  husband  in  November  of  the  same 
year.  My  grief  was  too  deep  to  describe 
and  yet  I  did  not  and  do  not  grieve  as  one 
does  who  has  no  hope.  My  hope  is  strong; 
my  faith  in  my  Savior  and  my  God  grows 
daily  as  I  struggle  toward  the  goal  of  a 
faith  that  has  no  flaws,  no  doubts  at  all. 

The  years  since  then  have  brought  me 
into  a  retirement  home  —  a  lovely  place, 
but  of  course  not  "like  home."  Some  days 
I  doubt  I’d  survive  if  I  did  not  have  hope 
and  faith  and  love.  This  is  my  constant 
prayer  —  “More  Love  to  Thee  O  Christ." 

In  loneliness,  I  sat  in  my  room,  reading 
and  perhaps  trying  to  throw  off 
depression  Then,  for  some  reason  I 
looked  up  from  my  book  and  there  before 
me  bright  and  beautiful  —  the  colors  I 
have  no  words  to  describe  —  was  a 
rainbow  —  in  my  room.  It  spanned  my 
bed  and  came  to  rest  behind  my  TV 
table,  reaching  about  half  way  to  the 
ceiling.  I  wasn’t  startled.  My  first 
thought  was  "Thank  you  my  Savior  for 
this  marvelous  assurance."  It  remained 
with  me  perhaps  five  minutes.  I  rose  and 
looked  out  my  window,  thinking  perhaps 
it  was  a  reflection  somehow  from  one  in 
the  sky.  I  could  not  find  one  there 

This  little  room  here  in  this  “home” 
will  always  be  sacred  to  me.  Because 
God  gave  me  this  message  my  “hope" 
grows  day  by  day.  I  shall  see  my  Savior 
face  to  face  and  my  dear  ones  —  a  baby 
besides  these  —  when  He  is  ready  for  me 
to  come  to  see  all  of  them.  But  I  want  to 
see  my  Savior  first  of  all .  I  want  to  fall  at 
His  feet  and  thank  Him  How  wonderful 
is  His  love!  How  it  is  all  around  us  if  we 
have  eyes  to  see  it.  How  great  to  have 
Him  walk  by  my  side  day  in  and  day  out. 


Someone  said,  “God  put  us  into  an 
insecure  world  to  teach  us  to  depend  on 
Him."  He  is  our  only  sure  security.  In 
Him  we  truly  live  and  have  our  being. 
What  an  honor  and  privilege  it  is  to  call 
the  majestic  and  powerful  God  of  all 
creation  my  Savior,  my  Friend,  and  my 
Lord.  Truly,  only  a  fool  rejects  such  a 
love.  Often  I  wonder  what  they  “hope” 
for.  What  gain?  To  deny  such  a  Savior  is 
to  ask  for  eternal  darkness. 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor.  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Eskridge,  is  a  member  of  Highland  UMC 
in  Louisville.  Kentucky  (Louisville 
Annual  Conference). 


Cursillo:  an  experience 
in  Christian  understanding 


% 


Anyone  expected  to  report  on  a  three- 
day  weekend  headed  by  an  organization 
which  has  a  banty  rooster  as  Us  symbol  is 
bound  to  be  frustrated  when  the  whole 
event  makes  more  sense  than  expected. 

I’m  talking  about  my  double 
assignment  recently  “to  participate  fully 
for  the  purpose  of  reporting"  on  the  first 
Women’s  Upper  Room  Cursillo  (cur-see- 
yo)  held  just  before  Thanksgiving.  (See 
news  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue, ) 

Knowing  absolutely  nothing  about  the 
experience  before  embarking  on  it,  I 
decided  to  dive  in  with  all  my  antennae 
tuned  to  test  these  new  ecclesiastical 
waters. 

What  I  found  was  exactly  what  the 
name  says  a  Cursillo  is  —  a  short  course 
in  Christianity.  But  it  is  more  than  a  head 
trip  into  the  basics  of  the  Christian  faith. 
It  is  also  a  heart  trip  in  Christian 
community.  That  does  not  mean 
wallowing  in  sentimentality  —  which  I 
find  nauseous  —  but  a  sensitive  setting  for 
Christians  to  take  a  look  inside  their  life. 

There  are  aspects  of  the  weekend  some 
persons  will  criticize  such  as  the  highly 
structured  use  of  participants,  the  talks 


Richard  Truitt 
Janesville,  Wisconsin 

‘Th unks'  to  pastors 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  childhood  every  Methodist 
minister  I  have  come  in  contact  with  has 
had  a  positive  influence  on  my  life.  They 
all  have  been  intelligent,  caring  human 
beings  with  a  social  consciousness. 

I  feel  so  fortunate  that  I  haven’t  had  to 
overcome  some  bad  experiences  some  of 
my  friends  tell  me  happened  to  them. 

Thank  you,  United  Methodist 
ministers,  for  doing  such  a  great  job. 

Ruth  L.  Harder 
Austin,  Texas 

Advice  for  giving 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  editorial  emphasized  that  we 
should  choose  carefully  in  giving  to 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


“Don’t  go  away!  I’ll  be  back  after  this 
brief  commercial  break.” 
charitable  organizations,  so  that  our 
money  will  really  help  people  instead  of 
enriching  promoters  (TM/UMR, 
November  3). 

The  Wise  Giving  Guide,  published  by 
National  Information  Bureau,  is  very 
helpful  in  this  respect.  NIB  gives  ratings 
of  national  non-profit  organizations 
which  solicit  from  the  public.  Their 
ratings  are  based  on  definite  standards 
which  include  the  percentage  of  receipts 
used  for  fund  raising.  They  do  not  rate 
local,  religious  or  political  organizations, 
however. 

Free  single  copies  of  the  Wise  Giving 
Guide  can  be  had  by  writing  to  National 
Information  Bureau,  Inc.,  419  Park 
Avenue  South,  New  York,  New  York, 
Gertrude  Suppe 
South  Gate,  California 
Mr.  Castuera  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  thank  the  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera  for 
his  excellent  “  ‘Good  News’  is  not  good 
news  to  ethnics,  women  and  the  church" 
(TM/UMR,  November  10).  He  has 
explained  the  source  of  what  is  really 


“good  news,"  and  he  has  defined 
"evangelical"  in  its  proper  way. 

It  is  leadership  like  Mr.  Castuera  gives 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church  that 
makes  me  proud  to  be  a  Christian  and  a 

United  Methodist.  c.  .  . 

Catherine  M.  Stanford 

Decatur,  Illinois 

Guilt  trips  not  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

One  might  suspect  that  the  folks  in  the 
so-called  Good  News  Movement  were 
delighted  by  Ignacio  Castuera ’s  article  in 
the  “Here  I  Stand”  column  of  November 
10  for  he  lends  powerful  credence  to  their 
position.  He  charges  them  with  carrying 
a  spirit  of  “If  you  don’t  agree  with  me, 
your  heart  is  not  right  and  don’t  bother 
giving  me  your  hand”  and  then  turns 
around  and  defines  those  who  would 
question  the  representative  make-up  of 
our  national  boards  and  agencies  as 
obvious  racists  or  sexists.  >t 

Gee,  a  lot  of  us  in  the  parish  simply 
long  for  some  semblance  of  the  notion 
that  our  national  boards  and  agencies 
should  reflect  what  the  church  believes 
at  its  grassroots  in  the  larger  policies  of 
the  church  and  are  wondering  if 
disproportionate  quotas  aren’t  one  of  the 
reasons  that  this  just  isn’t  getting  done. 
Pious  guilt  trips  are  as  boring  as  pious 
platitudes  and  neither  serve  the  interests 
of  the  Gospel .  Bruce  Davis 

St.  Joseph,  Missouri 

Pony  Express  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  report  to  your  readers  Lhat 
our  church,  the  Englewood  UMC,  is  now 
in  the  midst  of  it’s  second  stewardship 
campaign  utilizing  the  Pony  Express 
concept. 

We  first  used  Pony  Express  last  year, 
1977;  it  was  very  well  received  and  very 
successful.  The  concept  is  well  designed, 
complete  and  easy  to  follow. 

Paul  R.  Anderson 
Denver,  Colorado 


Sharon  Mielke 
prepared  on  the  basis  of  a  structured 
outline  may  sound  “canned"  to  some,  the 
fact  that  there  are  some  tears,  or  that  it 
is  too  inward  or  too  outward.  Some  might 
even  object  to  its  origins  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

After  analyzing  every  criticism  I  could 
think  of  I  decided  that  while  complaints 
could  be  made,  the  positive  values  still 
far  outweighed  the  negatives. 

At  the  top  of  the  list  I  would  put 
comprehensiveness  —  the  putting  it  all 
together  ness  of  the  Christian  faith  as  it 
should  be  lived  out  —  was  not  a  new 
experience  but  invaluable. 

What  made  it  invaluable  was  the 
setting  —  that  rare  experience  of  setting 
aside  the  rush  of  responsibilities  for  72 
hours  to  reflect  with  other  Christians  on 
where  one’s  life  is  going  and  whether  it  is 
moving  with  Christ’s  mission. 

Finally,  there  is  the  integrity  of  the 
leadership  team.  ‘‘Grass  roots"  lay 
persons  and  local  church  pastors  who 
“show”  a  Christian  life.  That’s 
something  to  see  and  to  feel. 

—  SHARON  R.  MIELKE 


Please  check  (*") 


YES 

□ 

NO 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

1.  I  believe  higher  education  is  an  important 
concern  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 

2.  Deserving  young  people  should  have  access  to 
higher  education. 

3.  Higher  education  assistance  should  be  available 
to  middle  class  families  of  all  races. 

4  The  United  Methodist  Church  should  continue 
its  loans  and  scholarship  support  of  deserving 
young  men  and  women  attending  college. 

5.  My  church  gave  to  the  Student  Day  Offering 
this  year. 

6.  Our  church's  offering  has  been  sent  to  our 
conference  treasurer. 


"If  you  can  check  yes  to  all  of  the 
above  questions,  our  sincere  thanks 
and  gratitude.  But  if  you  can't, 
especially  the  last  two,  please,  for 
the  sake  of  hundreds  of  young 
persons  whose  loan  applications 
are  holding,  find  out  why. 

Your  support  is  needed 
desperately,  now!” 

-  Dr.  Esther'  Edwards 


Student  Day 

OFFERING  FUND 


For  further  information, 
contact 

Dr.  Esther  Edwards 
P  O  Box  871 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202 
Phone  (615)  327-2700 
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Advent:  ‘great  colonnade’ to  Christmas  begins 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 


GREENCASTLE.  Ind.  -  Advent 
should  be  like  “a  great  colonnade  leading 
to  the  Holy  of  Holies"  —  not  just  a 
marker  passed  by  in  the  rush  toward 
Christmas,  claims  a  United  Methodist 
minister  here.  So  he's  come  up  with  an 
in-depth  Advent  study  to  help  local 
church  families  "walk  through"  this 
great  season  of  the  church  year. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Ellis,  "pastor  first 
and  Gospel  artist  second,"  has  created  a 
six-week  Advent  and  Christmastide 
series  called  "The  Nativity  Story  in  Art," 
which  Gobin  Memorial  UMC  families 
will  pilot  in  their  homes  beginning  this 
Sunday,  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent.  Mr. 
Ellis  is  an  associate  pastor  at  the  church. 


The  Bible  shiriv  dramatized  by  Mr. 
Ellis’  own  illustrations,  is  intentionally 
planned  for  the  whole  family,  and  is 
intentionally  "very  specific;  it  makes  us 
ask,  ‘What  has  all  this  got  to  do  with 
me?’  ”  Mr.  Ellis  says. 

Beginning  with  "The  Annunciation," 
the  study-and-worship  experience  leads 
families  through  "The  Nativity,"  "The 
Angels  and  the  Shepherds,"  "The  Wise 
Men,"  "The  Flight  into  Egypt,"  and 
‘  ‘The  Boy  Jesus  in  the  Temple.  ’  ’ 

Each  session  starts  off  with  some 
moments  with  the  children,  including  the 
arranging  and  completing  of  a  creche 
and  some  "conversation  starters.”  In  the 
session  dealing  with  the  Wise  Men,  all 
family  members  complete  this  sentence: 
“If  I  were  a  wise  man,  I’d  .  .  .  ” 


Each  session  also  provides  for  biblical 
discovery,  identifying  each  member's 
own  gifts  and  a  worship  time.  Concluding 
the  study  of  the  Annunciation,  each 
family  member  during  worship  is  asked 
to  identify  the  persons  in  his  or  her  life 
who  have  "spoken  to  your  troubled  heart 
and  said  to  you:  ‘Do  not  be  afraid.’  ’’ 

Admittedly  Mr.  Ellis  sees  the  study  as 
an  experiment  with  his  own  church  as  the 
laboratory.  To  launch  the  project,  Gobin 
Memorial  will  offer  parents  a  training 
event  Sunday  morning  during  the  church 
school  hour,  with  six  families  demon¬ 
strating  the  use  of  the  material. 

If  the  series  succeeds,  Mr.  Ellis 
hopes  to  publish  it  and  make  it  available 
to  all  local  churches.  He  has  already 
created  similar  family  resources  on 


"The Beatitudes"  and  “The Passion." 

Key  to  the  experience,  and  to  its  family 
setting,  he  says,  is  the  fact  that  it 
involves  each  family  member  in  the  task 
of  understanding  Advent  "instead  of  just 
reading  about  it."  In  the  past,  he 
believes,  "too  many  of  us  have  just 
celebrated  the  one  great  day,  Christmas, 
without  preparing  ourselves  for  that 
event.  We  make  all  sorts  of  secular 
preparation;  shouldn't  we  also  be 
preparing  ourselves  religiously?" 

The  illustrations  Mr.  Ellis  provides  are 
nothing  new  for  him.  A  lifelong  Gospel 
artist,  he  regularly  uses  his  art  works  to 
illustrate  his  sermons.  The  series  used 
for  "The  Nativity  Story"  study, 
reproduced  from  woodblock  prints,  will 
also  serve  as  "conversation  starters,"  he 
believes. 


Bishop  says  mission  frustrated 

Liberian  prelate  criticizes  ‘ceilings’  on  funds,  personnel 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  More  missionaries  are 
needed  in  Africa  than  United  Methodist 
mission  board  officials  have  been  willing 
to  commit,  and  in  recent  years  other 
channels  have  had  to  be  used  in  order  to 
meet  some  overseas  needs,  the  United 
Methodist  bishop  of  Liberia  charged  here 
Nov.  22. 

Bishop  Bennie  D.  Warner,  who  is  both 

College  exec 
hits  fund  cut 

MARSHALL,  Tex.  (RNS)  -  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Hayes  Sr.,  president  of  Wiley 
College  here,  has  charged  that  plans  to 
cut  support  for  the  school  by  the  United 
Methodist  Black  College  Fund  "borders 
on  racism.” 

In  late  October,  officials  of  the 
denomination's  Continuing  Commission 
on  Black  Colleges  announced  that  Wiley 
College  will  suffer  a  cutoff  of  funds  Jan. 
30  until  it  makes  more  progress  in 
meeting  management  guidelines. 

A  similar  warning  has  been  given  to 
Philander  Smith  College  in  Little  Rock. 
Officials  of  the  commission  have  refused 
to  indicate  how  the  two  colleges  have 
failed  to  meet  the  guidelines. 

Dr.  Hayes  told  Newscope,  a  weekly 
newsletter  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  that  the  ratio  of  student  tuition  to 
other  sources  of  income  was  the  problem 
with  Wiley.  By  oversight,  he  said,  the 
report  to  the  black  college  funding 
agency  included  administrative  expenses 
which  really  oome  from  federal  grants. 

According  to  Dr.  Hayes,  the  report  was 
corrected,  and  ‘‘we  met  every 
guideline.” 

Dr.  James  S.  Barrett,  staff  head  of  the 
United  Methodist  Division  of  Higher 
Education,  told  Religious  News  Service 
that  Wiley’s  audit  report  for  1977-78  had 
not  yet  reached  his  office.  He  said  he 
could  not  comment  until  he  saw  the 
report. 

Dr.  Hayes  also  said  that  the  Higher 
Education  Division  and  the  Black 
College  Fund  are  pushing  Wiley  into  a 
merger  with  Texas  College  in  nearby 
Tyler.  He  said  a  feasibility  committee 
met  recently,  "and  we  are  making 
progress,  (but)  they  want  us  to  merge  on 
their  schedule.  First  it  was  the  federal 
government,  now  this;  the  harassment 
continues." 

Dr.  Barrett  admitted  that  "we  are 
anxious  to  see  institutions  effect 
economies,”  but  would  not  comment  on 
Dr.  Hayes’  statements. 

According  to  Newscope,  Dr.  Barrett 
told  Dr.  Hayes  in  a  letter  that 
“conversations  and  cooperative 
explorations  with  Texas  College  (are) 
critical  to  the  future  of  Wiley  College  and 
continued  funding  through  the  Black 
College  Fund.  " 


_ Classified _ 

OAK  PEWS.  Like  new  —  upholstered.  21  10-ft,  and  2 

4-fl.  Pulpit  < F.O.B.  Rialto,  California)  included.  Call 
Mr.  Grove  evenings  (714)  883-5857 

BEAUTIFUL  REACH  CONDOMINIUM,  two 
bedroom,  two  bath,  all  amenities,  clear  water, 
monthly  rental,  adults  only.  Shore  Mariner. 
Apartment  602,  18304  Gulf  Blvd.,  Redington  Shores. 

Fla  .  33708. _ 

.USED  ADDRESSOGRAPH  machine  in  good 

condition.  Reasonable  price.  Call  Business  Manager. 
FUMC,  Carrollton.  Tex.  <214)242-0602. 


STEPS  TO  PRAYER  POWER  with  cassette  tape 
Prayer  leader.  Jo  Kimmel,  shares  ways  to  pray 
through  relaxation,  visualization,  relinquishment 
and  the  healing-of-the-memories  in  combined  book 
and  tape  package  Send  $10,00  plus  50  cents  handling 
(Texans  include  50  cents  taxi  to:  Jo  Kimmel.  2619 
Maple  Springs.  Dallas.  Tex  75235 


POSITION  OPEN  Oakwood.  an  adult  learning 
center,  operated  by  the  North  Indiana  United 
Methodist  Conference,  is  seeking  a  qualified  person 
as  director  Qualifications  include  five  year 
commitment,  three  years  of  adult  program, 
administration  and  public  relations  experiences 
Salary  range  -  $18.000-$25.000.  Address  inquiries  to: 
Willis  Gould.  1917  East  Fairfax.  Fort  Wayne.  Ind 
46806. 


UNIQUE  RETIREMENT  VILLAGE  -  Live 
independently,  inexpensively,  one  floor  house.  Life 
Lease  $7,500  or  $75  month,  plus  improvement 
charges  -  monthly  fees.  National  Church 
Residences,  Waverly,  Ohio  45690. _ 

NAME  YOUR  HARVEST!  Illustrated  new  book  cells 

how  you  can  enjoy  natural  living  in  harmony  with  the 
Spirit.  $3.50  postpaid.  Maryland  residents  add  5% 
sales  tax.  JOURNEY  BOOKS.  Inc.  Box  100, 
Clarksville,  Md,  21029, 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  Work:  Church  of  l too  members,  town  of  17,000 
people.  Salary  $10,000.  Will  consider  man  or  woman. 
Send  inquiry  with  resume  to  James  R  Webb,  pastor, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dublin,  Ga  31021. 
Position  open  January  l. 


D.C.E.  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  in  church  of 
1350  members.  Great  staff  and  congregation. 
Experience  needed.  Please  send  resume  and  photo. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P  O.  Box  1317, 
Bradenton,  Fla,  33506. 


ADMINISTRATOR  Camp  Findley  iWNY 
Conferencei.  Findley  l^ike.  New  York  Oversee  all 
camp  operations.  Serve  as  program  resource  Send 
inquiries  and  resumes  In  Rev  Wayne  Ostrander.  24 
East  Main  Street,  Frewsburg,  New  York  14738.  by 
December  8, 1978 


head  of  the  UMC’s  Liberian  Annual 
Conference  and  is  vice-president  of 
Liberia,  told  an  audience  at  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  here  that  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  "ceilings”  on  missionary 
personnel  and  funds  which  have 
frustrated  efforts  of  some  African 
churches  desiring  more  missionaries. 

Asked  how  the  mission  board  might  be 
“pressured”  into  sending  more 
missionaries,  the  bishop  replied:  “If  I 
had  my  way,  I  would  close  the  World 
Division  down.  No  matter  how  much 
pressure  you  put  on  the  board,  you  can’t 
necessarily  get  results."  Later,  however, 
in  response  to  another  question,  the 
bishop  (who  is  a  member  of  the  board  he 
was  criticizing)  tempered  his  remarks 
by  saying  the  board  "has  the  will  to  help, 
but  has  been  entangled  in  structure"  and 
other  problems  for  much  of  the  time 
since  it  was  formed  in  1972. 

“I  believe  the  board  may  be  over  the 
hump  now,”  he  added.  He  called  a 
proposed  $7  million  development  fund  for 
Africa  passed  at  the  board’s  October 
meeting  a  "positive  step." 

Bishop  Warner  praised  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  for  its  work  in  developing  a 
mission  intern  program  through  which 
seminary  students  work  in  Liberia.  The 
program  was  conceived  by  and  is 
operated  jointly  by  the  Liberian  church 
and  the  seminary. 

Among  other  topics  addressed  by  the 
bishop  during  a  20  minute  speech  and  45 
minute  question  and  answer  period  were 
the  following: 

•  Zimbabwe— "Zimbabwe  will  become 
independent  by  either  bullet  or  ballot," 
Bishop  Warner  said.  "I  am  disturbed 
that  while  the  Eastern  powers  support 
Mugabe  and  Nkomo  (leaders  of  the 
armies  seeking  to  gain  majority  rule  by 
force  of  arms),  the  United  States  and 
Britain  have  just  dilly-dallied  around.” 
Supporting  the  position  of  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa,  who  has  joined  in  a  coalition 
government  in  Zimbabwe,  Bishop 
Warner  charged  that  Robert  Mugabe  and 
Joshua  Nkomo  have  turned  the  struggle 
for  independence  into  a  struggle  for 
personal  power.  "They  (Mr.  Mugabe  and 
Mr.  Nkomo)  know  that  if  there  were  free 
elections  today.  Bishop  Muzorewa  would 
win.” 

•  “Cult"  missionaries  —  Bishop  Warner 
charged  that  many  undesirable 
Westerners  are  exploiting  Africans  in  the 
name  of  religion  and  should  be  banned. 
He  said  such  groups  as  the  Unification 
Church  should  not  be  permitted  to  come 
to  Africa  and  spread  "confusion"  among 
the  people. 

He  also  spoke  disparagingly  of 
American  television  evangelist  Rex 
Humbard,  who  he  said  plans  to  preach  in 
Liberia  in  the  near  future. 

"What  Rex  Humbard  does  is  exploi¬ 
tation,"  the  bishop  said.  "He  comes 
to  Africa  and  has  pictures  taken  of 
himself  with  the  ‘poor,  naked  African 
children'  and  then  goes  back  home  and 
raises  millions  of  dollars  with  it.  Not  a 
cent  of  what’s  raised  ever  makes  it  back 
to  Africa." 

•  Denominationalism  —  "Denomina- 
tionalism  in  Africa  makes  a  mockery  of 


the  Christian  gospel,”  he  said.  "Our  basic 
theological  task  is  not  development  of  an 
African  Christology  or  an  African 
theology,  but  the  development  of 
Christian  unity.” 

•  Separation  of  church  and  state  — 
"Such  separation  makes  no  sense  to 
Africans,"  Bishop  Warner  said.  "Euro¬ 
peans  want  to  segment  people  into 
religious  parts,  political  parts  and  many 
other  parts.  Africans  do  not  believe  in 
such  segmentation.  A  person  is  a  whole. 
We  cannot  separate  someone  and  say 
this  part  is  religious  and  that  part  is 


VIRGINIA  BEACH,  Va.  (RNS)  -  A 
survey  commissioned  by  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network  here  reveals  that 
contributors  donate  $4  to  other  religious 
organizations  for  every  dollar  they  give 
the  network 

CBN,  the  largest  producer  of  Christian 
religious  programming,  commissioned 
Market  Research  Group  Inc.,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  to  take  a  1,300-person  sampling  of 
their  contributors. 

The  finding  was  that  nine  out  of  10  who 
give  $10  or  more  per  month  to  CBN  said 
they  are  involved  in  a  local  church  which 
receives  their  financial  support  first. 

The  survey  showed  that  80  percent  of 
the  contributors  feel  that  such  electronic 
ministries  actually  bolster  local 
churches. 

Asked  why  contributors  send  money  to 
the  network,  one-third  of  the  respondents 
said  it  was  “to  help  spread  the  Gospel." 

The  research  firm  assured  the  network 
that  financial  support  “will  be 
forthcoming  and  will  grow  as  long  as  the 
primary  thrust  of  CBN  is  perceived  to  be 
spreading  the  Gospel  to  the  world."  The 
network  had  a  1978  budget  of  $58  million. 

M.  G.  (Pat)  Robertson,  head  of  the 
network,  said  several  different 
denominations  support  the  work  of  his 
electronic  ministry.  He  said  this  showed 


INDIANAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Following 
revelation  that  cult  leader  Jim  Jones  was 
a  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
minister,  the  head  of  that  denomination 
said  it  will  consider  initiating  a 
procedure  foh  removal  of  errant 
congregations  from  fellowship. 

In  a  pamphlet  distributed  to  outsiders, 
Mr.  Jones  stressed  that  he  was  "an 
officially  ordained  minister  of  the  1.4- 
million-member  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  denomination.” 

The  Church’s  1978  Yearbook  and 
Directory  lists  Mr.  Jones  as  an  ordained 
minister  "with  recognized  standing,” 
connected  with  the  People’s  Temple 
Christian  Church. 

Regional  officials  of  the  denomination 


political.  Americans,  I  believe,  put  too 
much  emphasis  on  separation  of  church 
and  state." 

•  Nationalism— He  said  nationalism  in 
Africa  is  one  of  the  most  important  needs 
today.  “Nationalism  is  a  good  thing, 
which  the  church  needs  to  promote," 
Bishop  Warner  said.  He  said  some 
African  leaders  charge  that  the  church  is 
a  force  which  is  dividing  the  people  and 
working  against  strong  nationalism. 
Bishop  Warner  disagreed,  saying  the 
church  is  often  a  strong  force  for  unity  in 
African  society. 


that  "neither  CBN  nor  other  members  of 
the  electronic  church  are  out  to 
proselytize  local  church  members." 

However,  National  Council  of 
Churches  officials  question  the  electronic 
church  alternative. 

“What  worries  me,"  said  the  Rev. 
William  F.  Fore,  head  of  the  NCC 
Communication  Commission,  “is 
whether  the  electronic  church  is  in  fact 
pulling  people  away  from  the  local 
church,  whether  it  is  substituting  an 
anonymous  and  therefore  undemanding 
commitment  for  the  kind  of  person-to- 
person  involvement  and  group 
commitment  that  is  the  essence  of  the 
local  church.” 

Claire  Randall,  general  secretary  of 
the  NCC,  agreed,  saying,  "The  electronic 
church  keeps  people  separate  and  there’s 
no  community.  Is  that  really  a  church  — 
without  community,  without  commit¬ 
ment,  without  responsibility?" 

A  rapidly  growing  field,  the  electronic 
church  adds  a  radio  station  each  week 
and  a  television  station  each  month. 
There  are  now  about  1,000  religious  radio 
and  TV  stations  in  the  U.S. 

The  average  amount  given  to  a 
Christian  Broadcasting  Network  by  the 
donors  surveyed  was  $190  a  year  —  plus  a 
total  of  $864  per  capita  gift  to  religious 
causes. 


in  California  said  a  review  was  made 
when  local  authorities  began 
investigating  Mr.  Jones’  movement  last 
year,  but  no  action  was  taken. 

According  to  The  Rev.  Kenneth  L. 
Teegarden,  general  minister  and 
president  of  the  denomination 
headquartered  here,  the  Christian 
Church  "prides  itself  on  its  openness  to 
congregations  as  well  as  individuals" 
and  does  not  now  have  a  procedure  for 
removing  a  congregation  from  its  rolls. 

He  said  the  denomination  had  a  "bare 
knowledge  that  People’s  Temple  of 
Redwood  Valley,  Calif.,  had  a  Guyana 
colony  and  no  appreciation  of  the 
fanaticism  that  could  have  led  to  the 
human  destruction  that  took  place.” 


f  People  in  the  news . 


Electronic  church  gets 
one-fifth ,  donors  say 


Cult  revelations  may  lead 
Disciples  to  remove  ‘errant  ’ 


Your  Honor,  Ma’am 

Nancy  Strait  of  Pagosa  Springs, 
Colo.,  has  a  new  job.  She  has  been 
selected  from  11  candidates  to  be  the 
police  magistrate  or  municipal  court 
judge  of  the  town.  Now  her  husband, 
Don,  is  pastor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  there.  So,  it  is  now 
appropriate  to  address  the  Straits  as 
the  Rev.  Don  and  Your  Honor  Nancy 
Strait. 

Good  Samaritans 

Each  thinks  the  other  one  deserves 
the  award,  but  apparently  the 
Episcopalian  will  get  the  Oklahoma 
Safety  Council’s  Award  of  Valor.  Bill 
Saak,  a  deacon  at  All  Souls  Episcopal 
Church,  Oklahoma  City,  and  the  Rev. 
Bonner  Teeter,  pastor  of  Nichols  Hills 
United  Methodist  Church,  saved  the 
life  of  a  driver  trapped  in  a  burning 
car.  Mr.  Saak,  51,  is  a  robust  6  foot  230 
pounds— but  he  underwent  an  open- 
heart  surgery  18  months  ago  which 
made  even  mowing  a  lawn  dangerous. 
However,  he  summoned  the  strength 
to  pry  open  the  sun  roof  of  the 
compact  car  and  squeeze  his  frame 
into  an  opening  24  inches  by  30  inches 
to  reach  the  young  woman  driver 
whose  legs  were  pinned  under  the 
steering  wheel.  Dr.  Teeter  helped  him 
lift  her  to  safety  and  get  both  the 
driver  and  Mr.  Saak,  who  collapsed 
after  the  rescue,  to  the  hospital. 
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This  trophy-winning  girls’  football  team,  named  Fast  Lightning,  wasn’t  ev 
scored  on  until  the  last  game  in  the  IIAA  Illinois  state  tournament.  And  they  w 
that  one  22  to  12.  The  girls  are  from  Cunnigham  Home  in  Champaign,  a  resident 
child  care  agency  in  the  Central  Illinois  conference  that  is  sponsored  by  the  Unit 
Methodist  Women's  Division.  Their  coach,  Vince  Kennedy  < right)  agreed  with  i 
girls  that  when  they  "quit  fussing  at  each  other"  and  worked  together  tf 
plaved  well. 

NKWS-GAZKTTK  PIU 


Artist  illustrates  family  study  guide  for  Advent 


‘Cursillo’  short  course 
launched  by  agency 


By  SHARON  \IIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  A  three-day,  once-in-a- 
lifetime  short  course  in  Christianity 
called  a  "Cursillo"  (pronounced  cur-see- 
yo)  was  inaugurated  here  under  United 
Methodist  auspices  in  November  by  the 
Upper  Room,  a  division  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

"Producing  spiritualized  persons  who 
will  return  to  their  churches  to  lead  in 
leavening  the  world"  is  the  purpose  of 
the  Cursillo,  said  Upper  Room  director 
Rev.  Robert  Wood. 

Three-fold  emphasis 

A  highly  structured  experience  with  a 
three-fold  emphasis  on  spiritual  life, 
study  and  Christian  action,  the  Spanish 
name  "Cursillo  De  Christiandad"  (  "short 
course  in  Christianity")  links  the 
experience  to  its  beginnings  in  Majorca 
and  Spain  about  30  years  ago  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

As  it  spread  through  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  to  other  continents  and 
to  the  U.S.,  Protestants  gradually 
became  involved  in  certain  areas  — 
particularly  in  the  Peoria.  Ill.  area.  In 
the  early  1970s  Lutherans  and 
Episcopalians  developed  their  own 
movement  to  serve  persons  from  their 
churches.  And,  now  the  Upper  Room 
staff  is  working  toward  making  the 
Cursillo  an  ecumenical  opportunity 
available  for  United  Methodists  and 
persons  of  all  faiths. 

The  first  two  Upper  Room  Cursillos  — 
one  for  men  and  one  for  women  —  held 
here  last  month  are  the  first  fruits  of 
these  efforts.  Approximately  70  persons 
from  the  greater  Nashville  area  were  the 
first  candidates  in  an  experience,  which 
by  the  rules  of  the  movement,  a  person 
should  attend  only  “once-in-a-lifetime." 

The  weekend  begins  on  Thursday  night 
with  a  spiritual  retreat  in  silence, 
designed  to  prepare  persons  to  receive 
the  message  of  the  next  three  days. 
Preliminary  to  going  into  silence,  the 
candidates  are  asked  to  surrender  their 
watches  for  the  next  72  hours  to  get  away 
from  the  "secular  time-watching  world." 

Friday  through  Sunday’s  schedule  is 
centered  around  15  talks  given  by 
laypersons  and  clergy  on  the  leader 
team.  The  first  day’s  talks  center  on  God 
the  Father,  the  second  day  they  shift 
attention  to  Christ  the  Son  and  the  third 
day’s  focus  is  on  the  Holy  Spirit  —  the 
Christian  community  in  apostolic  action. 

Other  themes  permeating  the  talks 
deal  with  the  importance  of  a  plan  of 
study  and  spiritual  growth,  the 
sacraments,  obstacles  to  living  a  life  of 
Christian  piety  and  analysis  of  the 
environments  persons  find  themselves  in 
for  the  purpose  of  undertaking  Christian 
action  —  the  reason  behind  the  whole 
event. 

“The  object  of  our  three-day 
experience  is  not  the  Cursillo  itself  but 
the  world  -  to  bring  the  world  to  Christ," 
said  Arlene  Mellinger.  a  UM  team  leader 
from  Peoria.  Ill.  "If  a  person  stays 
hidden  in  the  Cursillo.  she  or  he  is  a 
traitor  because  that  is  not  what  it  is  for." 

Timothy  Dail  of  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  said 
she  especially  appreciated  the  constant 
emphasis  on  going  back  to  the  world  She 
said  she  was  afraid  the  Cursillo  might  be 
juM  another  spiritual  retreat  pulling 
people  away  from  the  world  and 
Christian  responsibility.  She  found  it  to 
be  just  the  opposite 

At  the  closing  she  said,  “I  certainly  am 
happy  for  this  second  Yankee  invasion  of 


the  South  (a  majority  of  the  25-member 
team  of  leaders  came  from  Illinois).  But 
this  time  it  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  the  banner  of  God's  love 
where  we  are  all  winners.  What  really 
got  to  me,”  she  said,  "was  the  outpouring 
of  service  and  the  expressions  of  love  for 
us  from  complete  strangers." 

She  was  referring  to  the  dozens  of 
persons  from  the  Cursillo  movement 
across  the  nation  who  volunteered  their 
services  as  cooks,  or  sent  messages  and 
letters  of  encouragement,  or  prayed 
around  the  clock  for  those  involved  in  the 
weekend. 

Elise  Shoemaker,  a  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  member  in  the  worship 
section,  said  the  Cursillo  may  be  the 
ecumenical  moment  for  United 
Methodists.  But.  further,  she  observed, 
"It  is  a  valuable  experience  for  persons 
who  may  never  have  had  basic  Christian 
teachings.  But  it  is  even  more  valuable 
for  the  long  time  Christian  who  has 
usually  received  one  course  here  and 
another  seminar  there  but  who  has 
frequently  never  gotten  it  all  together 
This  is  a  comprehensive  short  course 
with  theological,  emotional  and  action 
dimensions." 

Candidates,  as  participants  are  called, 
are  urged  to  be  about  the  business  of 
transforming  their  environments  — 
wherever  their  lives  touch  others  —  as 
soon  as  they  leave  the  weekend  All  the 
days  following  one's  Cursillo  are  called 
the  Fourth  Day. 

And,  for  sustenance,  they  are  urged  to 
tie  into  or  create  a  small  support  group 
that  will  meet  regularly  for  prayer  and 
examination  of  their  spiritual  life  — 
much  in  the  fashion  of  John  Wesley’s 
“classes.  ” 

The  Nashville  Cursillos  were  the  first 
under  United  Methodist  sponsorship 
although  UMs  in  several  locales  have 
participated  in  weekends  under  the 
auspices  of  other  churches.  Also,  the 
Iowa  and  Ohio  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  are  viewing  the  Cursillo  as 
an  evangelism  tool  as  well  as  for 
leadership  development  Mr.  Wood  said 
he  hopes  that  eventually  a  Cursillo 
experience  will  be  available  in  every 
part  of  the  denomination 
Not  for  everyone 

He  underscored  the  fact  that  a  Cursillo 
is  not  simply  another  program  package 
which  can  be  plugged  into  a  local  church. 
Because  it  requires  a  community  of 
support  troops  to  be  carried  out,  he  sees 
the  Cursillo  as  an  ecumenical 
opportunity.  Mr.  Wood  feels  very 
strongly  that  the  ecumenical  aspect  is  a 
“gift"  and  should  be  insisted  on 

There  are  some  problems  with  that, 
however.  Inter-communion  of  Protestants 
and  Roman  Catholics,  for  example,  is 
not  permitted.  In  a  week-end  which 
offers  several  communion  experiences 
the  Cursillo  leaders  respond  to  this 
difficulty  by  inviting  every  person  to 
come  to  the  altar  as  a  sign  of  their 
acceptance  of  God’s  grace.  Those  who 
cannot  in  conscience  or  because  of 
church  law,  receive  the  sacrament,  cross 
their  arms  and  receive  a  prayer  from  the 
clergy  conducting  the  service. 

Whether  this  solution  is  acceptable  to 
church  hierarchies  is  not  clear  as  yet.  It 
may  be  in  some  areas  while  not  in  others. 

"Cursillo  is  one  opportunity  to  find 
spiritual  renewal.  It’s  not  the  only  way 
and  it’s  not  for  everyone,"  Mr.  Wood 
concluded  He  believes  anyone  who  is 
serious  about  being  a  Christian  leader 
would  benefit  from  a  Cursillo. 
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Christians  taking  a  look  at  UFOs 


By  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE 

According  to  a  survey,  recently 
undertaken  in  Britain,  more  people 
believe  in  UFOs  (unidentified  flying 
objects )  than  in  God. 

Christians,  too,  are  coming  to  believe 
in  UFOs,  and  certainly  to  accept  the 
possibility  —  and  maybe  probability  —  of 
intelligent  life  on  other  planets. 

Theological  treatises  on  the  topic  have 
appeared  in  highly  reputed  religious 
publications. 

President  Jimmy  Carter  claims  to 
have  seen  a  UFO,  and  recently  released 
additional  government  files  on  them  — 
barring  some  held  to  be  classified  for 
national  security  purposes  by  the  CIA. 

Claims  of  personal  contact  with  aliens 
have  been  made  by  clergy  of  various 
denominations. 

One  involves  a  former  Anglican 
missionary  in  Papua.  New  Guinea 
Father  William  Gill  who,  with  scores  of 


others,  watched  a  strange,  saucer-like 
craft  as  it  hovered  over  the  village  of 
Boianai. 

Father  Gill  claims  the  humanoid 
occupants  leaned  from  a  railing  and 
waved.  The  encounter  convinced  him  of 
the  aliens’  “friendliness. ” 

In  church  circles,  the  possibility  of  life 
on  other  planets  was  until  recently 
considered  both  far-fetched  and  faintly 
heretical. 

Such  theories  were  regarded  as 
tending  to  disprove  or  diminish  the 
biblical  account  of  creation  and  —  more 
important  —  Christ’s  coming  to  earth  to 
redeem  mankind. 

A  broader  view  is  now  taken.  If  God  is 
the  master  of  creation,  this  includes  all 
creation. 

Many  people  believe  that  man’s 
greater  understanding  of  space,  in 
particular  the  flights  by  American  and 
Russian  astronauts,  has  helped  rather 
than  hindered  the  claims  of  religion. 


‘Little  black  books’  are  in  the  mail 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Within  the  next  few  weeks  49,000  United  Methodist 
ministers  plus  many  additional  church  officials  will  receive  a  small,  annual  gift 
from  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

The  mailing  of  the  "Daily  Suggester.”  often  referred  to  as  the  church’s  "little 
black  book,”  is  a  custom  established  in  1906.  There  have  been  changes  in  format 
through  the  years.  The  1906  book  was  one  inch  longer  than  the  1979  edition  and  was 
navy  blue  rather  than  black. 

For  many  church  leaders,  the  pocket-size  serves  also  as  a  personal  record  of 
important  appointments,  punch  lines  from  jokes,  phone  numbers  of  new  friends 
and  addresses  of  family  members. 

Frequently  saved  by  pastors  to  maintain  a  record  of  their  "itinerant  ministry,” 
one  pastor,  called  to  testify  before  a  government  committee  during  the  McCarthy 
era.  spread  a  dozen  back  copies  of  his  "Daily  Suggester"  on  the  hearing  room  table 
as  proof  of  his  whereabouts  on  any  given  date. 


Believed  first 

Woman  minister  found 
guilty  in  church  trial 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

MILWAUKEE  —  An  ordained  woman 
found  guilty  at  the  conclusion  of  a  Nov.  13 
church  trial  in  the  Wiscpnsin  Annual 
Conference  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
woman  to  come  to  trial  since  women 
were  first  accepted  into  the  Methodist 
Church  ministry  in  1956. 

The  Rev.  Lorene  Iwakiri  of  Pewaukee, 
Wisconsin,  was  found  guilty  of 
"disobedience  to  the  order  and  discipline 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church"  and  of 
“unministerial  conduct  or  maladminis¬ 
tration  in  office."  She  was  deposed  from 
ministry  with  the  removal  of  creden¬ 
tials  as  of  Nov.  30. 

The  specifications  under  each  charge 
cited  the  minister's  total  and  consistent 
refusal  to  communicate  with  her 
superiors,  to  attend  annual  conference 
sessions  or  file  an  excuse,  to  attend 
meetings  with  the  Cabinet,  and  to  also 
refuse  to  participate  in  denominational 
programs  and  training  opportunities. 
Further,  it  was  charged,  she  failed  to 
encourage  members  of  the  231-member 
Gethsemane  United  Methodist  Church  in 
suburban  Milwaukee  to  participate  in 
denomination  and  conference  programs. 

Several  sources  reputed  to  be  informed 
sources  told  TM/UMR  they  were  not 
aware  of  any  earlier  trials  involving 
women.  Dr.  Murray  Leiffer,  a  retired 
seminary  professor  and  former 
president  of  the  church’s  Judicial 
Council  who  is  credited  with  having  an 
encyclopedic  memory  of  things  Methodist 
told  TM/UMR  he  was  "fairly  certain 
there  is  no  prior  case  of  an  ordained 
woman  in  full  conference  membership 
coming  to  trial.” 

The  Rev.  Marilyn  Hair,  Footville,  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Investigation  which  unanimously 
recommended  that  there  were 
reasonable  grounds  for  trial.  She  told 
TM/UMR  "there  was  a  lot  of  pain  in  the 
committee  because  all  of  us  fall  short  in 
our  ministry  and  in  our  responsibility  to 
the  connectional  system  in  some  ways 
and  at  some  times.  But  we  have  not 
rejected  the  system.  Lorene  appeared  to 
be  totally  rejecting  the  connectional 
system  by  her  actions.”  Ms.  Hair  said 
she  didn’t  believe  her  being  a  woman  had 
anything  to  do  with  it. 

Her  rejection  also  extended  to  the  trial 
process  itself.  Mrs.  Iwakiri  refused 
to  participate  in  the  Committee  of 
Investigation  hearings,  to  confer  with  the 
defense  counsel  appointed  for  her  or  to 
appear  at  the  trial  itself. 

While  only  the  actions  of  the  previous 
two  years  are  admissible  as  evidence  in  a 
church  trial  according  to  the  “Disci- 


The  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  the  Australian 
who  is  director  of  World  Evangelism  for 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  said  in  an 
address  in  Sydney: 

"Space  exploration  deepens  faith  and 
enlarges  man’s  understanding  of  God.  A 
larger  universe  presents  us  with  a  larger 
God." 

An  article  on  the  theology  of  UFOs 
appeared  in  the  Catholic  Leader  of 
Australia.  It  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Ted 
Peters,  a  minister  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  and  religious  studies 
professor  at  the  Pacific  Lutheran 
Theological  Seminary  at  Berkeley,  Calif. 

According  to  Mr.  Peters:  "The  UFO  is 
mysterious  yet  majestic.  It  humbles  us 
by  reminding  us  of  our  finitude.  We  are 
next  to  nothing  in  the  race  of  the 
intergalactic  infinities  at  the  command 
of  the  UFO.” 

He  expresses  a  note  of  caution.  “UFOs 
may  represent  an  unconscious  hope  that 
technology  will  save  us  from  all  our  ills. 

“But  such  a  hope  fails  to  recognize  that 
some  of  our  ills  are  due  to  problems  with 
the  human  heart.  For  these  God  and  God 
alone  is  able  to  deliver  us." 

An  article  in  the  Chicago-based 


journal,  Christian  Century,  is  called 
“UFOs  —  The  Next  Theological  Chal¬ 
lenge." 

The  article,  by  the  Rev.  Jack  Jennings, 
an  American  Presbyterian  minister, 
rejects  the  “God  as  astronaut"  approach 
of  Erich  von  Daniken  and  others. 

He  states:  “The  UFOs  present  us  with 
profound  implications  for  theology.  We 
may  have  to  face  some  hard  questions, 
and  perhaps,  even  change  some  of  our 
ideas.  Our  predecessors  eventually 
adjusted  to  Copernicus  and  Galileo ..  ." 

The  writer  quotes  a  treatise  by 
Professor  Frederic  A.  Brussat,  which 
included  the  following: 

“Christians  will  never  be  able  to  live 
down  the  shortsightedness  of  the 
medieval  churchmen  who  refused  to  peer 
through  Galileo’s  telescope.  They  were 
not  willing  to  deal  with  more  than  one 
world.  And  they  were  afraid  to  take 
seriously  the  implications  of  a  powerful 
new  way  of  looking  at  reality. 

“It  would  be  a  grave  act  and  an 
irresponsible  act  for  religious  people  in 
our  time  to  ignore  the  myth  of  the 
extraterrestrial  or  to  try  to  reason  the 
UFOs  out  of  existence." 


Theologians  —  no  less  than  scientists  —  are  caught  up  in  the  implications  of  possible 
life  elsewhere  in  the  universe,  as  symbolized  in  this  earth-view  of  other  galaxies. 
Sightings  of  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  (UFOs)  by  many  persons,  including  such 
reliable  witnesses  as  President  Carter  and  clergy  of  many  denominations,  fuels  such 
speculation. 
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Group  towatchdog  religious  rights 

Governments9  violation  of  religious  freedom  called  'major  issue9 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  formation 
of  a  new  organization  to  promote  and 
protect  religious  freedom  throughout  the 
world  was  announced  here  by  a  broad 
coalition  of  American  Christian  leaders. 

Freedom  of  Faith:  A  Christian 
Committee  for  Religious  Rights  aims  at 
educating  U.S.  church  members  on  the 
increasing  threats  to  religious  liberty 
around  the  globe.  It  also  plans  to 


document  and  publicize  specific  cases  in 
which  religious  rights  are  violated. 

A  committee  position  paper  states  that 
the  committee  does  not  intend  to  “forget 
our  obligation  to  protect  religious  liberty 
here  in  the  USA  and  to  protect  every 
assault  upon  it." 

Violations  of  religious  freedom  by 
governments  on  the  ideological  left  and 
right  form  a  “major  issue  of  our 


Church 9  synagogue  said 
4 chauvinistic  ’  institutions 


pline,”  her  district  superintendent  said 
unresolved  problems  go  back  to  1970  and 
that  “every  avenue  we  could  think  of  was 
tried  to  communicate  with  her  and  bring 
about  reconciliation.” 

In  spite  of  her  apparent  mistrust  of 
connectionalism,  her  district  superinten¬ 
dent  credited  her  with  being  “a  good 
biblical  preacher,  an  efficient  admin¬ 
istrator  and  active  in  carrying  out 
pastoral  duties  such  as  calling  on  shut- 
ins.  Also,  he  said,  she  had  a  good 
background  in  Christian  education." 

But,  he  said,  “we  just  don’t  have  the 
choice  of  whether  or  not  we  will  relate  in 
the  UMC  ministry.” 

The  Rev.  Lance  Herrick,  of  the 
Milwaukee  District  in  which  the 
Pewaukee  church  is  located,  told 
TM/UMR  “things  really  broke  down 
when  she  took  the  church  financial 
record  with  her  from  a  former  parish  in 
1973  and  has  refused  to  return  them  even 
when  ordered  to  do  so  by  both  church 
officials  and  the  office  of  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  Commission 
(EEOC)." 

Mrs.  Iwakiri  filed  charges  of  alleged 
sexual  discrimination  with  the  EEOC  in 
early  1973  listing  allegations  of 
discrimination  in  promotion  and  pay  and 
a  third  citing  “terms  and  conditions  of 
employment  with  regard  to  the 
appropriation  of  church  funds."  She 
alleged  that  a  former  pastor  at  the  parish 
misused  $1,500  of  World  Service  funds. 

Dr.  Herrick  said  an  audit  completed  by 
a  certified  public  accountant  found  no 
irregularities  and  that  the  $1,500  was 
arranged  through  the  district 
superintendent  to  defray  training 
expenses  for  lay  speakers  in  the  far  flung 
Upper  Kettle  Moraine  Parish. 

The  EEOC  did  not  find  cause  to 
advance  a  suit  and  closed  its  files  in 
December,  1977,  on  the  case,  according 
to  Dr.  Herrick.  “The  EEOC  found 
grounds  for  discrimination  against  the 
UMC  only  in  that  the  church  had 
discriminated  against  women  in 
ministry  prior  to  1956." 

Disagreement  with  that  conclusion 
arose  in  a  brief  telephone  conversa¬ 
tion  with  James  Iwakiri.  Mrs.  Iwakiri’s 
husband,  the  day  after  the  trial.  He  told 
TM/UMR  that  they  have  the  documents 
to  substantiate  the  misuse  of  World  Ser¬ 
vice  funds  and  that  the  UMC  hierarchy 
"covered  up  the  facts. " 

He  said  “the  EEOC  ruled  on  every 
count  on  our  behalf.  We  know  we  re  right 
and  they're  wrong.  The  Methodist 
system  is  rigged,  closed,  corrupt  and 
only  presents  one  side." 

Mrs.  Iwakiri  refused  to  talk  to  TM/ 
UMR  by  telephone. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS>  -  Dr.  David 
Hyatt,  president  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews, 
charged  here  that  male  chauvinism  is 
more  prevalent  in  churches  and 
synagogues  than  in  most  other 
institutions. 

“The  male  chauvinism  of  our  churches 
and  synagoguessis  perhaps  even  more 
entrenched  than  most  of  our  other 
establishment  institutions,”  he  said. 
“Indeed,  this  tradition  that  only  the  male 
can  truly  speak  to  God  for  a  congre¬ 
gation  goes  back  thousands  of  years  to 
the  primitive  roots  of  Judaism  and  has 
continued  to  this  day  in  both  Judaism 
and  Christianity.” 

Dr.  Hyatt’s  remarks  were  made  in  the 
foreword  to  a  new  book  by  Betsy 
Covington  Smith,  “Breakthrough: 
Women  in  Religion". 

Prejudice  and  discrimination  against 
women  in  the'  church  is  “shocking  and 
repugnant,"  he  said  in  questioning  how 
much  longer  they  must  be  endured. 

The  NCCJ  president  said  the  current 

Special  days  on 
UM  calendar 
may  be  reduced 

DAYTON  (UMC)  —  A  report 
suggesting  the  number  of  special 
Sundays  on  the  United  Methodist 
calendar  be  reduced  from  16  to  6  was 
received  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  at  its  annual  meeting 
here  last  month. 

The  report  of  the  Task  Force  on  Special 
Days  was  given  to  GCOM  and  also  went 
to  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  at  its  meeting 
last  month.  The  task  force,  a  joint 
GCFA/GCOM  body,  will  report  further  to 
the  two  councils  next  spring.  The 
councils  will  make  final 
recommendations  to  the  1980  General 
Conference,  which  will  decide  on  special 
Sundays. 

The  task  force  stated  in  its  report, 
the  special  Sundays  are  “placed  on  the 
calendar  in  the  context  of  the  Christian 
year  which  is  designed  to  make  clear  the 
nature  and  calling  of  the  Church  to  the 
people  of  God.” 

Four  of  the  six  special  Sundays  were 
suggested  with  offering.  They  are  United 
Methodist  Student  Day,  to  be  observed  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  Advent;  Human 
Relations  Day  on  the  last  Sunday  of  the 
season  of  Epiphany;  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  Lent; 
and  World  Communion  Sunday  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  October. 

Two  churchwide  special  Sundays  “ask 
no  offering  save  that  of  self."  Heritage 
Sunday  is  suggested  for  celebration  of 
the  joint  heritage  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Church  on  the  Sunday  nearest 
April  23,  the  date  of  birth  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church'  in  1968.  Laity  Sunday 
is  suggested  to  be  observed  on  Pentecost 
Sunday  “as  we  celebrate  the  ministry  of 
all  Christians." 

The  report  recommends  annual 
conferences  have  the  option  of 
celebrating  several  Sundays  to  fit  their 
needs.  Offerings  could  be  taken  as  they 
celebrate  Golden  Cross  Sunday,  to 
support  conference  health  and  welfare 
institutions,  and  Christian  Education 
Sunday. 

Ecumenical  emphases  as  suggested  in 
the  report  would  center  around  Rural 
Life,  National  Bible  and  World  Order 
Sundays. 


national  effort  “to  insure  full  and  equal 
rights  for  women  is  an  integral  part  of 
the  continuing  quest  for  human 
equality. 

“As  a  practicing  Roman  Catholic,”  he 
said,  “I  personally  find  this  an  affront  to 
my  Lord,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact 
that,  in  my  church,  special  homage  is 
paid  to  Mary  because  of  her  supreme 
dignity  as  the  Mother  of  Christ.  And  for 
that  reason,  sooner  or  later  —  although  it 
may  be  much  later  —  I  feel  confident  that 
my  church  in  due  time  will  follow  the 
example  of  her  Episcopal  sister  and 
allow  women  to  take  their  place  as 
equals  beside  men  in  clergy." 

“Meantime,"  Dr.  Hyatt  said  “The 
battle  for  equality  for  all  Americans 
must  go  on  until  enlightenment  and 
social  change  eliminate  such  inequities." 


civilization,"  said  Father  Alexander 
Schmemann,  dean  of  St.  Vladimir’s 
Orthodox  Theological  Seminary,  one  of 
three  presidents  of  Freedom  of  Faith. 

Founders  —  Protestant.  Roman 
Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox  — 
explained  at  a  press  luncheon  that  their 
interest  is  not  confined  to  situations 
involving  persecution  or  oppression  of 
Christians. 

The  Christian  character  of  the 
organization  recognizes  that  Christians 
have  a  "specific  obligation"  to  be 
concerned  about  religious  freedom,  said 
the  Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin,  pastor  of 
New  York’s  Riverside  Church  and 
another  committee  president. 

"Pope  John  Paul  II  has  reminded  us 
that  the  Gospel  contains  implications  for 
human  dignity,"  said  the  third  president. 
Father  Joseph  O'Hare,  S.J.,  editor  of 
America  magazine.  “We  must  make 
sure  the  victims  of  repression  do  not 
remain  invisible." 

The  Rev.  Richard  J.  Neuhaus,  the 
Lutheran  theologian  and  member  of  the 
Freedom  of  Faith  executive  committee, 
said  that  Christians  find  their  solidarity 
in  whatever  they  do  in  Christ.  As  one 
model  for  Freedom  of  Faith,  he  cited 
Bread  for  the  World,  a  kind  of  “Christian 
citizens'  lobby"  which  includes  worship 
and  spiritual  renewal  in  its  program  to 
overcome  world  hunger. 

The  long-range  goals  of  Freedom  of 
Faith  include  the  building  of  prayer  and 


action  groups  in  local  churches  across 
the  country.  These  groups  will  be 
encouraged  to  engage  in  regular  letter 
writing  to  U.S.  government  officials  and 
international  agencies  on  the  general 
issue  and  specific  case  of  religious 
freedom, 

“We  already  have  information  on 
cases  of  religious  repression  coming  in 
from  all  over  the  world,"  said  Dr. 
Howard  Schomer,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  executive  who  chairs  Freedom  of 
Faith’s  executive  committee.  “What 
Freedom  of  Faith  will  do  is  sort  this 
information,  get  some  kind  of  newsletter 
going  and  get  visibility  where  it  proves  to 
be  helpful.  We  may  send  some 
investigating  teams  to  places  where  they 
might  be  beneficial  in  reducing 
pressures  on  religious  groups. 

“We  want  to  bring  to  bear  on  the  U.S. 
government,  the  United  Nations  and 
others  the  solid  data  needed  for  action 
against  violations.  We  also  want  a  chain 
of  prayer  among  Christians  concerned 
for  religious  rights." 

Mr.  Coffin  stressed  that  the  success  of 
Freedom  of  Faith  depends  on  grassroots 
participation.  The  idea,  he  said,  came 
not  from  well-known  Christian  leaders 
but  from  persons  involved  in  the  grass¬ 
roots  life  of  the  church. 

(Individuals  and  groups  wanting  more 
information  on  Freedom  of  Faith  may 
write  to  the  organization  at  170  East  64th 
Street,  New  York,  New  York  10021 . ) 
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BIBLE  LIBRARY 


Bound  in  black  calfskin,  this  revised  Standard  Version  Bible,  regularly  22  95.  has 
the  features  teachers  and  Bible  students  need  Includes  a  table  of  daily  Bible 
readings;  16  pages  of  full-color  maps:  presentation  page,  family  record:  marriage 
certificate,  and  a  44-page  Bible  study  section  a  feature  on  Jesus'  life  and  parables 
Bible  archaeology 

Dr  Edward  P  Blair  Regularly  15  95.  this  handbook  gives  historical  and  other 
background  information  on  each  Bible  book,  including  the  Apocrypha  A  beau¬ 
tiful  16-page  full-color  section  introduces  Palestine,  its  people,  and  its  treasures 


Edited  by  Charles  M  Laymon  This  1.  424-page  volume  offers  fresh  insights  into 
the  Bible  Seventy  scholars— were  seven  years  in  preparing  this  tremendous 
work  Teachers,  students,  and  ministers  will  find  new  understanding  of  the  Bible 
m  this  handy  desk-size  volume  Over  170  photographs,  maps,  and  drawings 
Regular  edition  17  50 

The  easiest-to-use.  yet  most  exhaustive  concordance  in  the  English  language 
Lists  alphabetically  every  word  in  the  King  James  Version  of  the  Bible,  with  every 
verse  in  which  each  word  appears  chronologically  listed  16  95 
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Rev.  T.R.  Bergeron  Sr.  and  Fang 


Blue  Fang: 
Preaching? 


By  LINDA  LOCKWOOD 
News  Editor 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Despite  the 
fact,  Fang  can’t  talk,  he  has  bright 
blue  hair  and  he’s  only  six  years  old, 
he  has  been  appointed  assistant 
minister  in  charge  of  children’s 
sermons  at  Elysian  Fields  UMC. 

Rev.  T.R.  Bergeron  Sr.  brought 
Fang  to  his  pulpit  about  a  month  ago 
to  help  present  the  three-to  five- 
minute  Bible  messages  to  the  children 
in  the  congregation. 

Fang  was  such  a  big  hit  with  the 
children  —  as  well  as  the  adults  — 
that  Rev.  Bergeron  decided  to  let  him 
help  with  this  ministry  every  Sunday. 

Rev.  Bergeron  found  Fang  at  a  local- 
book  store.  He  explained,  “I  had  been 
using  the  theme  ‘What’s  in  the 
Preacher’s  Bag’  when  giving  the 
sermon  to  the  children.  Before  the 
idea  got  to  be  dull,  I  wanted  to  move  to 
something  different. 

“When  I  saw  the  blue  puppet  (later 
named  Fang)  it  all  formulated  in  my 
mind  to  use  him  on  Sunday  mornings. 

“I’m  not  a  ventriloquist,”  said  Rev. 
Bergeron.  “So  I  have  the  puppet 
whisper  in  my  ear.  Then  I  tell  the 
children  what  he  says.  He  bobs  his 
head  up  and  down  to  agree  or  disagree 
with  me." 

The  children  at  Elysian  Fields  UMC 
have  begun  to  think  of  Fang  as  a  real 


person.  Recently  they  made  a  poster 
for  him  during  Church  School  and 
presented  it  to  him  in  the  morning 
worship  service. 

The  blue  puppet,  who  was  given  the 
age  of  6,  was  also  the  guest  star  at  the 
children’s  Halloween  party.  Rev. 
Bergeron  said  several  children  who 
attended  the  party  who  had  not 
attended  the  church  were  at  Elysian 
Fields  UMC  the  next  Sunday  morning. 

“They  had  begged  their  parents  to 
bring  them  because  they  said  they 
promised  Fang  they  would  be  at 
church  to  see  him,”  said  Rev. 
Bergeron. 

The  short  period  of  time  devoted 
"eaclr  Sunday  to  the  children  in  the 
service  is  important,  says  the  New 
Orleans  minister.  “It  gives  the 
children  a  sense  of  importance  in 
worship.  It  shows  them  the  church  has 
a  definite  concern  and  interest  in 
them  being  there.” 

Rev.  Bergeron  has  been  attempting 
to  teach  himself  the  art  of 
ventriloquism.  “If  I  ever  master  it 
Fang  will  have  a  voice.” 

But  whether  the  preacher  learns  the 
art  or  not,  he  says  he  is  definitely 
going  to  expand  the  puppet  ministry. 

"Fang’s  going  to  have  some  new 
friends  come  and  visit  him  real  soon.  I 
have  to  move  on  to  something  else  so 
Fang  won’t  get  dull." 


Ray  Branton  Writes 

Chance  To  Be  Heard 


Now  is  the  time  for  local  church 
members,  pastors  and  concerned  church 
organizations  to  begin  work  on  petitions 
to  submit  to  the  1980  General  Conference 
for  legislative  action. 

Petitions  prepared  by  individuals  and 
local  churches  may  be  submitted 
directly  to  the  secretary  of  the  General 
Conference,  Dr.  J.B.  Holt,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  75222. 

Please  read  Par.  609  of  the  1976  Book  of 
Discipline  for  specific  instructions. 

While  church  law  requires  that  every 
petition  submitted  must  be  considered  by 
a  committee  of  the  General  Conference, 
petitions  coming  from  an  Annual 
Conference  have  more  influence  than 
those  from  an  individual  or  a  local 
church. 

Those  who  wish  to  submit  petitions  to 
our  Annual  Conference  for  possible 
approval  and  reference  to  the  General 
Conference  should  send  them  to  the 
chairperson  of  our  Committee  on  Review 
and  Resolutions,  Rev.  Sale  T.  Lilly,  3501 
Patrick,  Lake  Charles,  70605. 

While  readers  of  this  column  will  be 
aware  of  many  issues  which  the  General 
Conference  should  address,  it  seems 
significant  that  one  of  the  first  issues 
which  has  surfaced  as  a  local  church 
sponsored  idea  is  that  of  the 
responsibility  and  accountability  of  the 
general  boards  of  the  church. 

In  my  opinion,  this  ought  to  be  one  of 
the  issues  of  highest  priority  at  the  next 
General  Conference. 

Perhaps  many  saw  the  story  in  the 
Nov.  24  issue  of  this  paper  about  a  group 
of  churchmen  led  by  Dr.  Leighton 
Farrell,  pastor  of  Highland  Park  Church 
in  Dallas,  who  met  to  plan  a  churchwide 
effort  for  legislation  to  “limit  what  is 
perceived  to  be  unchecked  powers  by  the 
church’s  boards  and  agencies,  and 
strengthening  the  role  of  the  church’s 
bishops  as  general  superintendents 
charged  with  overseeing  the  church’s 
spiritual  and  temporal  affairs." 

Today,  as  perhaps  never  before  in  our 


history,  power  at  the  general  church 
level  is  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a 
small  group  of  professional  general  staff 
persons. 

Moreover,  these  staff  persons,  through 
successful  lobbying  at  General 
Conferences,  have  gotten  legislation 
written  into  the  Book  of  Discipline  which 
tends  to  shield  their  organizations  from 
having  to  render  account  to  the  church  at 
large.  As  a  result,  it  is  relatively  easy  for 
a  general  board  to  do  what  it  wants  to  do, 
no  matter  what  local  church  members 
and  pastors  may  believe  about  its  action. 

Two  major  changes  have  led  to  more 
concentration  of  power  in  the  hands  of 
a  few.  In  1968,  the  general  church  was 
restructured  in  the  interest  of  efficiency. 
Many  small  boards  and  their  staffs 
where  combined  into  a  few  large  ones. 
Leaders  of  these  larger  organizations, 
obviously,  had  substantially  more  power. 

In  addition,  recent  General  Confer¬ 
ences  have  reduced  the  power  of  bish¬ 
ops  on  the  general  level.  This  power,  of 
course,  did  not  go  away,  but  flowed  into 
the  hands  of  general  board  staff. 

Thus,  the  bishops,  who  are  the  only 
full-time  church  officers  on  the  general 
level  besides  general  board  staff,  have 
not  .been  as  able  to  serve  as  a  check  and 
balance  on  general  staff  power  as  was 
the  case  in  former  years. 

The  group  for  which  Dr.  Farrell  is 
spokesman  has  proposed  a  seven-point 
program  to  address  these  problems  and 
restore  a  greater  accountability  on  the 
part  of  general  boards.  Those  interested 
in  this  particular  issue  may  refer  to  the 
original  story  for  more  details. 

Often,  God  speaks  through  church 
leaders  to  the  people.  Just  as  often,  he 
speaks  through  the  people  of  the  church 
to  its  leaders.  Now  is  the  time  when  the 
voice  of  the  grass  roots  needs  to  be  lifted 
up.  Let  us  be  prepared.  Let  us  make 
common  cause  with  others  on  behalf  of 
whatever  issues  we  believe  to  be 
important,  But  let  us  speak,  for  now  is 
our  chance  to  be  heard. 


Plans  For  ’79 


Help  For  Leaders  On  The  Way 


The  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Ministries,  meeting  recently  at 
the  Center  for  Christian 
Renewal,  Oklahoma  City,  final¬ 
ized  programs  for  1979  and  took 
steps  to  better  publicize  their 
programs  in  the  respective  17 
annual  conferences. 

Leadership  training  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  small  membership 
congregations  within  the  Juris¬ 
diction,  was  given  major  atten¬ 
tion  by  the  Council,  with  a  train¬ 
ing  enterprise  designed  specif¬ 
ically  for  such  congregations, 
July  23-26, 1979  at  Mt.  Sequoyah. 

Dr.  Earl  B.  Carter,  Council 
Director,  North  Arkansas 


Conference  will  be  the  director. 
Participants  will  be  limited  to 
persons  who  are  members  of 
churches  with  less  than  100 
members. 

District  Councils  on  Ministries 
will  be  urged  to  make  possible 
financial  scholarships  to  help 
these  persons  attend. 

Responding  to  calls  for  short 
term  training  programs,  the 
Council  adopted  a  program  in 
cooperation  with  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  Local 
Church  Division,  to  train  persons 
for  leadership  in  a  number  of 
areas,  who  will  then  be  approved 
as  leaders  for  short  term  courses 


in  districts  or  local  churches. 

The  first  of  these  programs 
will  be  held  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Euless, 
Texas,  January  8-10, 1979. 

The  second  will  be  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Midland,  Texas,  April  4-6, 1979. 

The  third  will  be  at  Platte 
Woods  United  Methodist  Church, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  May  2-4, 
1979. 

More  information  about  these 
programs,  that  once  were  called 
“Christian  Workers  Schools,” 
will  be  printed  later. 

A  Centenary  First 


“This  was  one  of  the  most 
productive  meetings  of  the 
Council,”  stated  Dr.  S.  Duane 
Bruce,  Executive  Director. 
“Some  very  fine  leadership 
training  helps  are  being  offered 
to  annual  conferences  and 
districts  during  the  calendar 
year  of  1979.  Leaders  will  want  to 
take  advantage  of  these 
opportunities." 

The  next  Jurisdictional 
Council  on  Ministries  meeting 
will  be  held  March  7-8,  1979.  at 
the  Center  for  Continuing 
Education,  Norman,  Oklahoma. 


Bossier  Churches 
Survive  Tornado 

BOSSIER  CITY  —  A  devastating  storm  ripped  through  the  city 
early  Sunday  morning,  December  3,  but  the  four  United  Methodist 
Churches  here  escaped  physical  damage. 

The  tornado  is  estimated  to  have  cost  $100  million  worth  of  damage. 
It  left  1,500  homeless  and  killed  two  young  girls. 

Some  individual  church  members  in  three  of  the  congregations  — 
First  UM  Bossier  City,  St.  Stephans  UM  and  Love  Chapel  —  did 
receive  damages  to  their  homes,  according  to  Dr.  Harvey  William¬ 
son,  superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  district. 

The  parents  of  the  two  young  girls  killed  during  the  tornado  were 
affiliated  with  the  Love  Chapel. 

Tour  Of  Israel  Still  Open 


Woman  Named  Dean 


Limited  space  is  still  available  for 
persons  interested  in  attending  the 
Educational  Conference  in  Jerusalem  in 
February,  1979,  according  to  conference 
coordinator,  Rev.  James  Christie. 

More  than  275  are  already  registered 
for  the  unique  travel-study  tour  of  Israel, 
which  Bishop  James  Henly  commended 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Louisiana 
annual  Conference. 

The  Jerusalem-based  convention, 
sponsored  by  Educational  Opportunities 
(non-profit),  will  have  as  its  theme. 


Dr.  Dorothy  B.  Gwin,  professor  of 
education  and  psychology  and  acting 
Dean  of  Centenary  College  has  been 
named  Dean  of  the  College,  Dr.  Donald 
A.  Webb,  President,  announced  today. 

Dr.  Gwin  is  the  first  woman  in  the  154- 
year  history  of  the  Shreveport  college  to 
serve  in  that  capacity. 

Dr.  Gwin  joined  the  Centenary  faculty- 
in  1967  as  professor  of  education  and 
psychology  and  was  later  promoted  to 
chairman  of  the  department.  One  year 
ago  she  was  named  acting  Dean  of  the 
College,  and  was  given  permanent  status 
recently  by  the  president  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


Dr.  Dorothy  B.  Gwin 


“Jesus:  His  life,  His  Time,  His  land,  His 
Hebrew  faith.”  It  will  feature  extensive 
sightseeing  in  Israel  interpreted  by  daily 
lectures  by  members  of  Biblical  faculties 
in  the  Holy  Land. 

Departure  date  for  this  travel-study 
program  is  Feb.  20  from  Atlanta  and  the 
group  will  return  Feb.  28.  Base  cost  is 
$899  from  Atlanta. 

For  more  information  contact  Rev. 
James  E.  Christie,  1200  Dubach  St., 
Ruston,  71270  or  phone  (318  )  255-2520. 


Fresh  Approaches  To  Worship  Services 

The  Minnesota  Annual  Conference  has  produced  a  183-page  anthology 
containing  numerous  orders  of  worship  written  by  persons  in  that  conference 
for  use  in  the  local  church. 

Some  of  the  services  are  based  on  traditional  liturgies.  Others  are  original 
There  is  no  copyright  on  the  material,  so  it  may  be  freely  reproduced. 

Included  are  services  for  traditional  occasions,  such  as  Holy  Communion,  the 
funeral  and  marriage.  Services  for  Lent  and  Holy  Week,  Pentecost  Sunday,  and 
Fathers'  Day  are  also  included. 

More  unusual  services  include  a  Festival  of  Nine  Lessons  and  Carols.  The 
Celebration  of  the  Gospel  in  Hymns  and  the  Hanging  of  the  Greens. 

Persons  interested  may  obtain  a  copy  by  sending  $2.  to  Minnesota  Annual 
Conference,  United  Methodist  Church,  Room  400,  122  West  Franklin.  Min¬ 
neapolis,  Minn.  55404. 


Around  The  Conference 


Jonesboro  Church  Celebrates  75  Years 


JONESBORO  -  The  Jonesboro  UMC 
recently  celebrated  its  75th  anniversary. 

Rev.  G.E.  Blakely,  Jonesboro  pastor 
from  1965  to  1969  delivered  the  message 
at  the  ceremony. 

About  200  people  were  present  for  the 
service.  Former  ministers  of  the  church 
and  their  wives  were  present. 

Rev.  K.G.  Rorie  is  pastor. 


Rev.  G.E.  Blakely 


Christians  And 
Wildlife 

LAKE  ARTHUR  —  Recently  the  Rev. 
Allan  Stackhouse,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  and  Mrs.  Charles  Marionneaux, 
a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women,  presented  a  program  on  the 
Christian  responsibility  of  wildlife 


preservations  at  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Club  supper  meeting. 

Honoring  Mem  bers 

NAPOLEONVILLE  -  The  ushers  of 
Wesley  UMC,  under  the  leadership  of 
Sister  Myrtle  R.  Morris,  recently  held  a 
special  service  in  memory  of  the 
deceased  members  of  their  church. 
Members  of  the  church  who  are  sick  and 
are  shut-in  due  to  health  were  also 
honored. 

Pre-Christmas 
Concert  Given 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  On  Dec.  3  Kenneth 
McLaurin  Fisher,  minister  of  Brooks 
UMC,  hosted  the  annual  pre-Christmas 
concert.  The  minister  performed  vocal 
and  instrumental  selections  of  Christmas 
song  favorites. 

Mrs.  Sybil  T.  Pierce,  director  at  Haven 
UMC  in  Carrollton,  was  the  guest  soloist. 
Henry  Adams  Jr.,  music  director  at 
Brooks  UMC,  accompanied  on  the  organ 
and  piano. 

UM  Churches 
Highlight  TV  Show 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Recently  two 
United  Methodist  churches  here  were 
featured  on  the  new  “Forward 
Together"  television  program. 

Aurora  Methodist  Church  and  Elysian 
Fields  Methodist  Church  highlighted  two 
recent  programs. 


Dedication  Of  Northeast  La. 
University  Wesley  Foundation 

Monroe  —  On  Dec.  17  at  4:00  p.m. 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will 
dedicate  the  Northeast  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  Building.  Dr.  Dwight  D.  Vines, 
university  president,  will  also  speak.  The 
Wesley  Foundation  building  was  con¬ 
structed  in  1963  and  all  debt  was  cleared 
in  November  of  1977. 


This  Federation  of  Churches  TV 
Program  is  broadcast  at  8  a  m.  on 
Sundays. 

Approximately  25,000  area  residents 
reportedly  watch  the  program. 

Hello  Cynthia 

BATON  ROUGE  —  First  United 
Methodist's  associate  pastor.  Rev.  Willis 
Dear,  and  his  wife  are  enjoying  their  new 
daughter,  Cynthia  Ann,  born  on  Sept.  21. 

Festival  For  Missions 

M1NDEN  —  In  October  the  First  Church 
here  collected  $930  for  World  Hunger  at  a 


church  festival.  For  months  church 
members  had  been  preparing  gifts  — 
from  handwork,  paintings  and  ceramics 
to  bass  filets  and  potroast  ducks 

Persons  attending  the  family  night 
supper  could  select  any  of  the  270  items 
on  display  they  wanted  for  a  donation. 

Dr.  Elmer  Kilboume  of  Korea  was  the 
guest  speaker. 

"So  fine  was  the  fellowship  and  the 
spirit  of  mission  that  it  was  proposed  the 
Festival  be  made  an  annual  affair,"  a 
member  said. 

NORTH  BATON  ROUGE  -  North 
Baton  Rouge  UMC  also  held  a  Mission’s 
Festival  in  October,  as  did  many 
churches  in  the  state.  Speakers  spoke 
about  home  missions  and  world  hunger. 


Named  Landmark 


MORGAN  CITY  —  Pharr  Chapel  UMC  was  recently  desig¬ 
nated  a  Methodist  historical  landmark. 

The  church  is  celebrating  its  100th  anniversary  this  year. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Roe  had  the  historical  landmark 
plaque  prepared  and  presented  it  to  Dr.  DeWitt  Ginn  (right), 
pastor.  , 
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6 How  did  your  children  become  involved  in  People’s  Temple? 


The  shocking  tragedy  in  Jonestown,  Guyana  directly 
touched  the  lives  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  V.  Moore  of  Reno, 
Nevada.  Two  of  their  daughters  and  a  grandson  were 
members  of  the  People's  Temple  residing  in  Jonestown,  and 
are  presumed  to  have  died  there.  Mr.  Moore  delivered  the 
sermon  which  follows  at  the  First  UMC  in  Reno,  where  he  is 
pastor,  on  the  Sunday  following  news  of  the  Mass  Murder- 
Suicide  in  Guyana,  noting.  “I  am  preaching  this  morning 
because  we  alone  can  make  our  unique  witness,  and  today  is 
the  day  to  make  it." 

By  JOHN  V.  MOORE 

During  these  past  days  we  have  been  asked  frequently: 
"How  did  your  children  become  involved  in  People’s  Temple?” 

There  is  no  simple  answer.  We  are  given  our  genetic 
ancestry.  We  are  given  our  families.  We  are  all  on  our  personal 
journeys.  All  of  these,  along  with  the  history  of  the  race, 
converge  upon  the  present  wherein  we  make  choices.  Through 
all  of  this,  providence  is  working  silently  and  unceasingly  to 
bring  creation  to  wholeness. 

I  will  talk  only  of  our  children’s  personal  histories.  The  only 
way  you  can  understand  our  children  is  to  know  something  of 
our  family.  In  our  family  you  can  see  the  relationship 
between  the  events  of  the  sixties  and  this  tragedy,  just  as  there 
is  a  relationship  between  the  self-immolation  of  some 
Americans  during  those  years  and  the  mass  murder-suicide  of 
last  week. 

Our  children  learned  that  mothering  is  caring  for  more  than 
kin.  Dad  talked  about  it  from  the  pulpit.  Mother  acted  it  out. 
More  than  15  teenagers  and  young  adults  shared  our  home 
with  our  children.  Some  were  normal,  but  others  had 
problems.  One  did  not  say  a  word  for  three  months.  At  least 
two  others  were  suicidal.  One  young  man  had  come  from  a 
home  where  his  father  had  refused  to  speak  to  him  for  more 
than  a  year.  From  childhood  our  girls  saw  their  mother 
respond  to  people  in  need— from  unwed  mothers  to  psychotic 
adults  and  the  poor. 

Carolyn  loved  to  play,  but  as  president  of  the  MYF  she  pushed 
the  group  to  deal  with  serious  issues.  She  had  a  world  vision. 
She  traveled  to  Mexico  with  her  high  school  Spanish  class. 
Four  years  later  she  spent  a  year  studying  in  France.  At 
college  she  majored  in  international  relations.  As  a  member  of 
People’s  Temple,  she  stood  with  the  poor  as  they  prepared  for 
and  stood  in  court.  She  expressed  her  caring  both  in  one-to-one 
relationships  and  as  a  political  activist. 


From  1963  until  1972  when  Annie  left  home,  Annie  and  Becky 
walked  with  us  in  civil  rights  and  anti-Vietnam  War  marches. 
We  were  together  in  supporting  the  farm  worker's  struggle  to 
organize.  They  stood  in  silent  peace  vigils.  In  high  school  they 
bore  witness  to  peace  with  justice  in  our  world.  Their  youth 
group  provided  a  camping  experience  for  foster  children. 
When  Annie  was  16,  she  worked  as  a  volunteer  in  Children's 
Hospital  in  Washington,  D.C.  She  worked  directly  with  the 
children,  playing  with  them,  playing  her  guitar  and  singing. 
The  children  loved  her.  She  decided  that  she  wanted  to  work  in 
a  burn  unit,  which  she  did  at  San  Francisco  General  Hospital 
before  going  to  Guyana. 

Our  children  took  seriously  what  we  believed  about 
commitment,  caring  about  a  better,  more  humane  and  just 
society.  They  saw  in  People's  Temple  the  same  kind  of  caring 
people  and  commitment  to  social  justice  that  they  had  lived 
with.  They  have  paid  our  dues  for  our  commitments  and 
involvement. 

What  went  wrong? 

The  second  question  we  have  been  asked  is:  “What  went 
wrong?”  What  happened  to  turn  the  dream  into  a  nightmare?  I 
shall  mention  two  things  that  were  wrong  from  the  beginning. 
These  are  idolatry  and  paranoia.  I  speak  first  of  idolatry. 

The  adulation  and  worship  Jim  Jones’  followers  gave  him 
was  idolatrous.  We  expressed  our  concern  from  the  first.  The 
First  Commandment  is  the  first  of  two  texts  for  my  sermon. 
"Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me.”  Our  children  and 
members  of  People’s  Temple  placed  in  Jim  Jones  the  trust,  and 
gave  to  him  the  loyalty,  that  we  were  created  to  give  God 
alone. 

It’s  not  that  they  were  so  different  from  other  mortals,  for 
idolatry  has  always  been  easy  and  popular.  The  more  common 
forms  of  idolatry  are  to  be  seen  when  people  give  unto  the  state 
or  church  or  institution  their  ultimate  devotion.  The  First 
Commandment  says  "No!”  and  warns  of  disastrous 
consequences  for  disobedience.  The  truth  is  that  the  Source  of 
our  lives,  the  One  in  whom  we  trust  and  unto  whom  we  commit 
our  lives,  is  the  Unseen  and  Eternal  One. 

To  believe  the  First  Commandment,  on  the  other  hand, 
affirms  that  every  ideal  and  principle,  every  leader  and 
institution,  all  morals  and  values,  all  means  and  ends, 
are  subordinate  to  God.  This  means  that  they  are  all  subject  to 


criticism.  There  was  no  place  for  this  criticism  in  People’s 
Temple. 

The  second  thing  that  was  wrong  was  paranoia.  This  was 
present  through  the  years  that  we  knew  People’s  Temple. 
There  is  a  thin  line  separating  sensitivity  to  realities  from 
fantasies  of  persecution.  Jim  Jones  was  as  sensitive  to  social 
injustice  as  anyone  I  have  ever  known.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
saw  conspiracies  in  the  opposition.  I  remember  painfully  the 
conversation  around  the  table  the  last  night  of  our  visit  to 
Jonestown.  Jim  and  other  leaders  were  there.  The  air  was 
heavy  with  fears  of  conspiracy.  They  fed  each  other’s  fears. 
There  was  no  voice  to  question  the  reality  of  those  fears. 

As  their  fears  increased,  they  increased  their  control  over 
the  members.  Finally  their  fears  overwhelmed  them. 

Our  relation  to  that  tragedy 

The  death  of  hundreds  and  the  pain  and  suffering  of  hundreds 
of  others  is  tragedy.  The  tragedy  will  be  compounded  if  we  fail 
to  discern  our  relation  to  that  tragedy.  Those  deaths  and  all 
that  led  up  to  them  are  infinitely  important  to  us.  To  see 
Jonestown  as  an  isolated  event  unrelated  to  our  society 
portends  greater  tragedy. 

Jonestown  people  were  human  beings.  Except  for  your 
caring  relationships  with  us,  Jonestown  would  be  names, 
"cultists,”  "fanatics,”  "kooks.”  Our  children  are  real  to  you, 
because  you  know  and  love  us.  Barbara  and  I  could  describe 
for  you  many  of  the  dead.  You  would  think  that  we  were 
describing  people  whom  you  know,  members  of  our  church.  If 
you  can  feel  this,  you  can  begin  to  relate  to  the  tragedy. 

If  my  judgment  is  true  that  idolatry  destroyed  Peoples 
Temple,  it  is  equally  true  that  few  movements  in  our  time  have 
been  more  expressive  of  Jesus’  parable  of  the  Last  Judgment  of 
feeding  the  hungry,  caring  for  the  sick,  giving  shelter  to  the 
homeless  and  visiting  those  in  prison  than  People’s  Temple.  A 
friend  said  to  me  Friday,  "They  found  people  no  one  else  ever 
cared  about."  That’s  true.  They  cared  for  the  least  and  last  of 
the  human  family. 

The  forces  of  life  and  death— building  and  destroying—  were 
present  in  People’s  Temple.  Death  reigned  when  there  was  no 
one  free  enough,  nor  strong  enough,  nor  filled  with  rage 
enough,  to  run  and  throw  his  body  against  a  vat  of  cyanide 
spilling  it  on  the  ground.  Are  there  people  free  enough  and 
strong  enough  who  will  throw  themselves  against  the  vats  of 
nuclear  stockpiles  for  the  sake  of  the  world?  Without  such 


people,  hundreds  of  millions  of  human  beings  will  consume  the 
nuclear  cyanide,  and  it  will  be  murder.  Our  acquiesence  in  our 
own  death  will  make  it  suicide. 

The  forces  of  death  are  powerful  in  our  society.  The  arms 
race,  government  distant  from  the  governed,  inflation, 
cybernation-unemployment  are  signs  of  death.  Nowhere  is 
death  more  visible  than  in  the  decay  of  our  cities.  There  is  no 
survival  for  cities  apart  from  the  creation  and  sustenance  of 
communities  within.  Cities  governed  by  law,  but  without  a 
network  of  communities  which  support  members  and  hold 
them  accountable,  these  cities  will  crumble,  and  will  bring 
down  nations. 

This  is  what  made  the  Jonestown  experiment  so  important 
for  us.  It  was  an  effort  to  build  this  kind  of  common  life.  Its 
failure  is  our  loss  as  we  struggle  against  the  forces  of  death  in 
our  cities. 

God  is  making  all  things  new 

I  have  talked  of  history  and  our  personal  histories,  of  our 
journeys  and  our  choices.  Providence  is  God’s  working  with 
and  through  all  of  these.  God  has  dealt  with  tragedy  before, 
and  God  is  dealing  with  tragedy  now.  We  are  witnesses  to  the 
resurrection,  for  even  now  God  is  raising  us  from  death.  God 
whom  we  worship  is  making  all  things  new. 

Our  Lord  identified  with  the  least  of  humans.  Christ  is 
present  in  the  hungry  and  lonely,  the  sick  and  imprisoned. 
Christ,  the  love  and  power  of  God,  is  with  us  now.  In  Christ  we 
are  dying  and  are  being  raised  to  new  life. 

My  last  words  are  of  our  children.  We  have  shared  the  same 
vision,  the  vision  of  justice  rolling  down  like  a  mighty  stream, 
and  swords  forged  into  plows.  We  have  shared  the  same  hope. 
We  have  shared  the  same  commitment.  Carolyn  and  Annie 
and  Kimo  served  on  a  different  field.  We  have  wished  that  they 
had  chosen  ours,  but  they  didn’t.  And  they  have  fallen.  We  will 
carry  on  in  the  same  struggle  until  we  fall  upon  our  fields. 

No  passage  of  scripture  speaks  to  me  so  forcefully  as  Paul’s 
words  from  Romans:  "Nothing,  absolutely  nothing  can 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  we  have  known  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord.”  This  week  I  have  learned  in  a  new  way  the 
meaning  of  these  words  of  Paul:  ".  .  .love  never  ends." 

Now  may  the  Word  which  calls  forth  shoots  from  dead 
stumps,  a  people  from  dry  bones,  sons  and  daughters  from  the 
stones  at  our  feet,  babies  from  barren  wombs,  and  life  from 
the  tomb,  call  you  forth  into  the  new  creation. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Saturday  children’s  television 
advertising  deserves  attention 


Our  failure  really  to  prioritize  evident 


Saturday  morning  television  watching 
is  not  something  high  on  the  agenda  of 
most  adults.  Few  of  us  can  endure  for 
long  the  weekly,  dawn  til  noon  line-up  of 
"super  heroes,"  space  odysseys  and 
animated  monsters  linked  together  by 
commercial  sales  pitches  for  everything 
from  candy  bars  to  dolls  which  develop 
diaper  rash. 

But  maybe,  among  the  more  important 
ways  Christians  can  witness  to  their  faith 
during  this  Advent  season  is  by  com¬ 
mitting  themselves  to  spending  a  few 
hours  critically  viewing  the  Saturday 
morning  children’s  fare. 

Large  strides  have  been  made  in 
recent  years  toward  cleaning  up  the 
violence  and  other  undesirable  elements 
of  children’s  programming.  But  in  recent 
months  concerned  consumer,  labor, 
education  and  religious  groups  have 


raised  serious  additional  questions  —  not 
about  programming,  but  about 
commercial  advertising  aimed  at 
children. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  to  take  the 
time  to  gain  an  informed  opinion  on  such 
advertising:  (1)  by  taking  the  time  to 
watch  advertising  aired  along  with 
children’s  programs,  and  (2)  by 
examining  the  themes  and  values  being 
instilled  through  these  ads. 

The  United  States  Federal  Trade 
Commission  (FTC)  is  presently  engaged 
in  hearings  and  studies  over  the  issue  of 
children’s  advertising.  We  hope 
individual  United  Methodists  will 
express  their  feelings  about  children’s 
advertising  to  the  FTC  by  writing: 
‘Children’s  Advertising  Rulemaking,’ 
Federal  Trade  Commission,  Washington, 
D.C.,  20580. 


Recycling  has  proved  itself 


A  few  years  ago  when  a  few  local 
churches  began  to  become  involved  in 
recycling  efforts,  many  persons  both 
inside  and  outside  the  church  regarded 
such  activity  as  "symbolic"  at  best  and 
"head-in-the-clouds  social  activism”  at 
worst. 

What  could  a  few  people— usually  a 
bunch  of  zealous,  but  naive  youth  — 
possibly  accomplish  by  collecting 
discarded  newspapers,  aluminum  cans 
and  glass?  Such  enterprises  were 
generally  not  very  profitable  monetar¬ 
ily  ;  why  not  have  a  car  wash  instead? 

Wonder  of  wonders,  how  times  have 
changed. 

Last  year,  for  instance,  nearly  20 
percent  of  all  aluminum  produced  in  the 
United  States  came  from  recycling.  With 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  stating  so  articulately 
what  I’m  sure  so  many  United 
Methodists  feel  about  the  multiplicity  of 
"priorities”  in  our  benevolence 
apportionments  (TM/UMR,  November 
10).  I  hasten  to  add  that  I’m  not  as 
convinced  as  TM/UMR  appears  to  be 
that  each  of  these  causes  is  urgent  or 
even  worthy  of  our  support. 

I  believe  the  failure  to  really  prioritize 
the  multitude  of  mission  causes  is 
symptomatic  of  a  more  profound 
problem  than  the  mere  lack  of  will  power 
in  the  program  boards  and  agencies.  It 
confirms  what  many  of  us  have  come  to 
believe:  these  boards  and  agencies  are 
no  longer  the  organizational  means  of 
implementing  the  missional  will  of  the 
church’s  membership.  Rather,  each  of 
them  and  their  staffs  have  become 
advocates  for  special  interest  constitu¬ 
encies.  They  must  continually  be  devising 
new  programs  to  justify  their  existence. 
They  view  the  local  churches  primarily  as 
their  revenue  collecting  agencies. 

The  chief  reason  I  asked  our  local 
church  nominating  committee  not  to 
nominate  me  for  another  term  as 
Finance  Chairman  in  1979,  is  that  I  could 
not  face  another  year  of  pleading  all  the 
special  conference  askings  before  our 
congregation.  This  is  a  particularly 
odious  task  in  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  where  the  legal  costs 
arising  from  the  Pacific  Homes’  bank¬ 
ruptcy  dominate  all  financial  planning. 

Tom  Sanborn 

Harbor  City,  California 
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recycled  aluminum  requiring  only  five 
percent  as  much  electrical  energy  to 
produce  as  aluminum  from  ore,  the 
energy  savings  has  been  enormous.  A 
recent  report  trom  an  aluminum  producer 
in  the  Northwest  predicts  that  15  million 
kilowatt  hours  of  electricity  will  be  saved 
this  year  because  of  recycling . 

Church  groups,  many  of  which 
struggled  though  the  lean  years  with 
faith  that  the  stewardship  of  recycling 
would  prove  itself,  have  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  making  recycling  work. 

We  are  proud  that  local  churches  of 
many  denominations  have  been  in  the 
forefront  of  this  effort.  We  hope  more  and 
more  United  Methodist  congregations 
will  become  involved  in  this  enterprise, 
which  is  now  not  only  monetarily 
rewarding  but  is  a  great  example  of  good 
stewardship  in  our  communities  and  our 
world. 

My  Witness 

Wesleyan  faith  means 
letting  Holy  Spirit  lead 


No  dollar  figure 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  November  10,  1978, 
“We  must  discipline  ourselves  in  our 
process  of  selecting  priorities,”  suggests 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  is  asking  for  a  missional 
priority  on  higher  education  next 
quadrennium. 


By  DICK  KUHN 

"Our  Methodist  Heritage”  points  out 
that  Methodism  in  this  day  and  age  must 
be  brought  back  into  the  Wesleyan  way. 
We  must  meet  Christ  at  the  cross.  We 
must  accept  John  3:3-7.  We  must  be  born 
again.  The  main  point  of  the  book 
stresses  constant  contact  with  God  and 
your  fellowman  which  is  a  Christian 
commitment. 

Romans  12:2  tells  us  not  to  be 
conformed  to  this  world,  but  to  the  will  of 
God.  which  is  a  Wesleyan  method. 

We  must  have  fellowship.  We  cannot  be 
alone  in  Christ.  Matthew  18:20  says, 
"Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  in  my 
name,  there  I  am." 

John  Wesley  preached  that  Jesus 
Christ  should  be  the  center  of  the  church. 
The  gospel  should  be  preached  at  every 
opportunity.  If  we  don’t  live  as  a  John 
Wesley  Methodist,  then  we  have  no  right 
to  call  ourselves  Methodists.  John 
Wesley  wants  us  to  be  like  Christ,  possess 
Christ  and  walk  with  Christ. 

Above  all  other  things,  God  and  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit  should  be  our 
top  priorities.  We  must  realize  that 
reconciliation  is  needed  because  of 
Adam.  Christ  came  and  died  for  that. 

John  Wesley  did  not  believe  in  hiding 
behind  elaborate  church  programs  and 
empty  religious  routines.  John  Wesley 
taught  us  to  look  to  God  for  everything. 
He  taught  us  to  bless  the  Lord  at  all 
times.  Today  we  need  more  of  Wesley’s 
ways.  Today’s  Bible  classes  need 


yesterday’s  format.  We  need  more 
hymns,  praying,  testimonies,  study  and 
praying  and  helping  other’s  needs.  One  of 
Wesley’s  ways  was  the  livingroom  Bible 
study  during  the  week,  then  to  church  on 
Sunday.  The  book  also  says  to  accept 
Christ  and  receive  the  Holy  Spirit.  It 
happened  then  and  can  happen  now. 

We  should  get  into  the  right 
relationship  with  God  in  order  to  help 
others  meet  God.  We  must  understand 
what  the  faith  of  John  Wesley  really  was 
and  apply  it  today.  We  must  enter  God’s 
business  which  is  saving  souls.  That's 
what  John  Wesley  did. 

A  true  Methodist  who  has  Christ  in  him 
should  not  be  afraid  to  speak  out,  should 
have  boldness  in  spreading  the  gospel 
and  saving  souls  and  should  let  the  Holy 
Spirit  lead  him  in  everything.  This  is 
Wesleyan  faith.  This  is  "Our  Methodist 
Heritage.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Dick  Kuhn,  is 
a  members  of  Effort  UMC  in  Effort, 
Pennsylvania  (Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference } 

1 M/UMR  welcomes  contributions  to 
• My  Witness"  and  " Here  I  Stand" 
columns  as  well  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor Persons  wishing  to  sub  nit 
articles  or  letters  may  do  so  by  writing: 
TM/UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas. 
Texas,  75222. 


It  is  not  our  intent  to  ask  for  a 
missional  priority  and  thus  be  in 
competition  for  dollars  with  the  three 
existing  programs.  We  are  asking  for  a 
quadrennial  emphasis,  a  time  of  con¬ 
sciousness  raising  in  the  denomination 
about  its  investment  in  higher  education. 
The  proposal  carries  no  dollar  figure.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  135  schools,  colleges, 
universities,  and  seminaries  related  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  through 
the  National  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges,  have  assessed  themselves 
$36,800  each  year  for  the  next  two  years 
to  pay  for  the  program. 

The  Division  of  Higher  Education  and 
the  National  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  are  pledged  also  to  support 
efforts  that  will  increase  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Day  Offering. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  note 
the  difference  between  our  proposal  and 
your  editorial  interpretation. 

James  S.  Barrett 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

‘Amen  and  Amen!’ 

To  the  Editor: 

“Amen!”  and  "Amen!”  to  your 
editorial  regarding  the  “pluralism”  of 
our  priorities!  (TM/UMR,  November 
10).  How  right  you  are!  When  everything 
is  a  priority  nothing  is  a  priority. 

Frankly,  the  proposals  of  priority  after 
priority  smacks  more  of  fund  raising 
then  prioritizing.  To  the  folks  in  the  pew 
it  comes  off  as  another  attempt  simply  to 
add  one  more  apportionment,  based  on 
the  erroneous  idea  that  the  local  church 
is  a  bottomless  well  from  which  the 
general  boards  and  agencies  can 
endlessly  draw  funds. 

Let’s  act  as  if  we  really  believed  that 
World  Service  was  our  main  line  of 
giving,  rather  than  weakening  it  with  the 
addition  of  one  new  fund  after  another. 

I  sincerely  hope  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  will  hear  and  heed  your  words! 

James  A.  Harnish 
Crescent  City,  Florida 

Jonestown  understood 

To  the  Editor: 

The  factors  producing  the  Jonestown 
tragedy  are  complex  and  varied.  When 
the  facts  are  available,  we  will  be  in  a 
better  position  to  make  a  more  realistic 
evaluation. 

At  the  outset,  I  would  say  that  the 
Jonestown  commune  is  not  too  difficult  to 
understand.  It  seemed  to  be  a 
continuation  of  the  counter-culture  of  the 
sixties,  a  generation  of  young  adults 
removed  from  their  roots  for  various 
reasons,  who  were  searching  for  new 
forms  of  self-expression  and  identity. 

There  had  been  a  disenchantment  with 
America,  and  many  people  began 
searching  for  something  that  would  lead 
them  beyond  war,  material  entrapments 
and  chaos.  They  were  searching  for  the 
"self  within”  and  a  sense  of  identity. 
Institutions,  educational  and  religious, 
seemed  to  care  more  for  property  than 


for  people,  neglecting  deeper  personal 
needs:  acceptance,  belonging,  commun¬ 
ity,  and  cohesiveness. 

Many  of  the  movements  during  1960’s 
exposed  the  weaknesses  of  established 
churches,  political  structures,  family 
deterioration  and  the  lack  of  self- 
identity.  Therefore,  they  were  attracted 
to  any  guru  who  offered  a  sense  of 
purpose  and  belonging.  Communes 
developed  so  they  could  live  out  their  new 
identity. 

Whether  this  is  an  indictment  against 
the  established  church  is  a  value 
judgment.  It  does  call  attention  to  a  few 
basic  human  needs:  to  be  wanted,  loved, 
accepted. 

The  mass  suicide  in  Jonestown,  if  it 
were  voluntary,  demonstrates  the  desire 
for  togetherness  even  in  death. 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  western  culture 
in  general  and  our  church  structure  in 
particular  must  re-examine  priorities. 
Let  us  not  wallow  in  unnecessary  guilt, 
but  let  us  ask:  are  human  needs  being 
met  in  the  church  today?  Is  there  a  true 
sense  of  community? 

Henry  Blount 

Lake  Charles,  Louisiana 

Simplicity  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  foreigner  recently  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  I  felt  elated  to  discover  the 
emphasis  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
on  a  simpler  lifestyle  in  solidarity  with 
the  needy  of  the  earth. 


As  we  approach  Christmas,  we  need  to 
express  this  lifestyle,  not  only  resisting 
the  symbols  of  commercial  propaganda, 
but  through  the  symbols  we  employ  in 
our  worship  of  the  Lord. 

In  Latin  America  we  have  often  visited 
churches  where  the  ornate  richness  of 
the  symbols  and  adornments  contrasted 
with  the  abject  poverty  of  the  worshipers 
kneeling  around  the  altar. 

Let’s  remember  that  the  King  of  Kings, 
on  coming  to  earth,  was  wrapped  in 
diapers  —  the  most  eloquent  symbol  of 
the  Incarnation  —  and  was  laid  on  straw, 
a  powerful  symbol  of  humiliation.  Should 
not  the  simplicity  of  the  visible  forms  of 
our  worship  in  this  Holy  Season  express 
the  same  spirit,  and  free  ^esourc^.for 
service  and  solidarity?  * 

Ada  Cignoni  Anderson 
Key  West,  Florida 


TM/UMR  welcomes 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  welcomes 
readers  of  new  local  church  editions  at 
Epworth  UMC  in  Lexington,  Kentucky 
(Kentucky  Annual  Conference),  White 
Avenue  UMC  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(Missouri  West  Annual  Conference),  and 
Barnard  Memorial  UMC  in  Holdenville, 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference). 

Each  week  approximately  600 
subscriber-families  at  Epworth  UMC, 
230  subscriber-families  at  White  Avenue 
UMC,  and  450  subscriber-families  at 
Barnard  Memorial  UMC  will  receive 
special  local  church  editions  of  the 
newspaper.  Local  church  news  will 
appear  on  the  front  page,  annual 
conference  news  will  appear  on  the  back 
page,  and  general  church  news  and 
comment  will  be  printed  on  four  inside 
pages. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  newspaper  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  our  other  readers 
across  the  nation  in  providing  feedback 
via  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  460,000 
subscribers  around  the  nation  we  say 
again:  "Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  TM  (The  Texas  Methodist)  or 
UMR  (The  United  Methodist  Reporter).” 


Classified 

FOR  SALE :  60  NEW  ROYAL  BLUE  polyester  crepe 
choir  robes  by  Ireland  Needlecrafl.  ordering 
mistake;  various  sizes  from  junior  high  through 
extra-large  aduJt.  $40  each.  Inquiries:  Dolan 

WICKS  PIPE  ORGAN,  8  rank,  two  manuals,  32  note 

pedal,  minimum  $3,000  or  best  offer,  Available 
February  1979,  purchaser  to  remove.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Crystal  Lake,  III.  (815)  459-0785. 

Bayless.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O  Box 
346,  Ponca  City,  Okia.  74601.  (405)  762-1681. 

FULLTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Choral 
specialist.  Excellent  music  program  McFarlin 

CHOIR  ROBES  —  maroon,  white  stoles  (C.Ward 

Co  )  36  on  hand.  $10.00  each.  Oakland  Ave.  U.M. 
Church,  Sharon,  Pa.  16146.  Phone  (412  )  342-2596. 

Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  2067, 
Norman,  Okla.  73070.  Phone  (405  )  321-3484.  Apply 
immediately. 

WORSHIP  YOUR  CONCERN?  The  Order  of  St. 
Luke's  sole  concern  within  United  Methodism  is  for 
liturgical  and  sacramental  life.  For  descriptive 

10  DAY  HOLY  LAND  AND  GREECE  TOUR,  $1,339, 
departing  March  12, 1979  from  Houston.  Contact  Rev 
Fred  Carter,  Drawer  M,  Tomball,  Tex  77375,  phone 
(713  )  351-1934. 

Albion,  Pa.  16401. 

BUS:  50-SEAT  1961  Marmon-Hernngton  coach 

HAWAII  HERITAGE  TOUR  leaving  January  9, 1979. 
Two  weeks,  four  islands,  fine  hotels,  from  major 
airports.  Rev.  Karl  Bucey,  301  Lincoln  Way  East, 

Ford  V-8  pusher.  New  clutch,  trans  and  exhaust 
system.  $3900.  Murrysville  (Pa.)  United  Methodist. 
Contact  E.  Nagleevenmgs  (412  )  327-1514.  ! 

CHRISTMASTIDE  PILGRIMAGE  Israel,  Rome. 
Copenhagen  Jan.  9-20,  1979.  $1278.  Rev.  Ken  Carder. 

BREAKING  UP  LIBRARY  of  40  years.  Many  hard- 
to-get  books.  Inquiries  invited.  Rev.  Eric  Kirtg, 
Saranac  Lake,  N  Y.  12983. 

meditations.  Leisurely,  first  class  travel. 

RESPONSIBLE,  RELIGIOUS  COUPLE  willing  to  be 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION.  Part-time.  Ideal  for 
retired  UM  minister.  Port  St.  Lucie  United  Methodist 
Church,  296  S.W.  Prima  Vista  Blvd.,  Port  St.  Lucie, 
Fla. 33452. 

Spouse  free  to  work  full-time  or  to  attend  one  of  the 
four-year  colleges  nearbv.  Full  room  and  board  plus 
cash  salary  Conventional  fringe  Contact:  Dr.  John 

W  Johanna ber/Elhel  Harpst  Home,  740  Fletcher 
St.,  Cedartown,  Ga.  30125.  (404  )  748-1500  An  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  \ 

YOUTH/EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  Church  of  1000- 

Send  inquiry  to  Harral  Dunnam,  Greggton  United 
Methodist  Church,  Longview,  Tex.  75604.  (214  )  759- 
3831 

NEEDLE-POINT  the  United  Methodist  symbol.  Hand 

painted  on  «14  Schweigert  canvas,  the  symbol  is 
designed  to  fit  a  5x7  frame.  Kit  includes  Paternayan 
yam.  $6.50  ppd.  Newport  Needlepoint,  Box  837MO, 
Newport,  R.I  02840. 

DIRECTOR  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  NEW  ENGLAND 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Council  on  Ministries.  Senior  program  administrator 
for  the  Southern  New  England  denominational  area 
of  80,000-plus  members.  Offices  in  Boston, 
Nominations  of  and  applications  from  qualified 
persons,  lay  or  clergy,  should  be  submitted  by  Jan. 

15,  1979  to  Search  Committee,  c/o  Rev.  Dr  Robert  K. 
Sweet.  21  Lakeview  Heights.  Niantlc,  Conn.  06357 

OAKWOOD,  AN  ADULT  LEARNING  CENTER, 
operated  by  the  North  Indiana  United  Methodist 
Conference,  is  seeking  a  qualified  person  as  director. 
Qualifications  include:  five-year  commitment,  three 
years  of  adult  program,  administration  and  public 
relations  experiences.  Salary  range  -  $18,000- 
$25,000  Address  inquiries  to:  Willis  Gould,  1917  East 

HOL1  LAND  TOUR  March  1-10.  1979  Cost  $939  00 
from  New  York.  For  information  write  Mrs.  Pauline 
Whitcomb,  R.  D.  6,  Jamestwon,  N.  Y.  14701  or  phone 
1716)664-6140 

FOR  SALE:  Used  Addressograph  machine  in  good 
condition  Reasonable  price.  Call  Business  Manager. 
FUMC. Carrollton. Tex  (214)242-0602 
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Hispanics  plan  for  future 

New  documents  offer  models  for  UM  ministries 


Religious  Christmas  cards  are  booming 

NEW  YORK  —  Religious  themes  like  the  Madonna  and  Child  featured  on  this  1978 
greeting  are  the  dominant  subjects  of  this  year’s  Christmas  cards,  continuing  a  trend 
which  began  last  year.  According  to  Harry  J.  Cooper,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Association  of  Greeting  Card  Publishers.  “Christmas  greeting  cards  tend  to 
reflect  lifestyles.”  He  said  this  year’s  selection  carries  the  recurring  theme  of  ’’peace 
on  earth.”  which  may  be  one  reflection  of  the  public’s  hopeful  expectation  of  peace  in 
the  Middle  East  after  the  Camp  David  summit.  "Last  year  we  saw  a  return  to  the 
traditional."  Mr.  Cooper  said,  “with  the  dominant  themes  the  Nativity.  Madonna  and 
Child  and  the  tableau  of  the  Wise  Men  at  the  manger.  These  themes  continue  as  the 
most  popular.”  Hallmark  Cards.  Inc.  reports  that  religious  Christmas  cards  have 
entered  a  "renaissance”  period,  with  greater  varieties  being  offered  this  year  than 
ever  before.  religious  news  servic  e  photo 


the  church  today 


Bv SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  -  "We  are  making  history  — 
our  history  -  not  another  carbon  copy  of 
the  Anglo  church"  a  cross-section  of 
Hispanic  United  Methodist  leaders 
declared  here  last  week. 

The  symposium  on  the  ministries  of  the 
Hispanic  church  was  designed  "to  give 
Hispanics  a  chance  to  talk  about  the 
Hispanic  church— to  address  their  own 
church  —  and  find  the  places  where 
additional  work  is  needed,  where  more 
clarity  is  needed,  what  problems  differ¬ 
ent  areas  of  the  church  have  in  common 
and  where  they  are  different,”  according 
to  Dr.  Roy  Barton,  coordinator  of  the 
meeting. 

"We  now  have  a  new  agenda  before 
us."  he  said  at  the  conclusion,  "which 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 
NASHVILLE  —  Could  a  “Jim  Jones” 
arise  within  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  found  a  bizarre  cult  like  the  one 
which  left  more  than  900  persons  dead  in 
Guyana  last  month? 

The  possibility  is  "extremely  remote” 

—  almost  to  the  point  of  impossibility  — 
according  to  United  Methodist  officials. 

"Our  unique  polity  (the  way  our 
church  is  organized)  makes  it  extremely 
unlikely  for  a  cult  to  arise  within  our 
ranks  which  in  any  way  approaches  the 
bizarre  extremes  of  the  People’s 
Temple,”  says  Dr.  Thomas  Trotter,  head 
of  United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  here. 

Dr.  Trotter  and  other  ministry  officials 
pointed  to  several  aspects  of  the  UMC 
which  they  said  are  safeguards  against 
such  an  occurence: 

•  Accountability  of  ministers  — 
Ministers  —  even  those  on  “special 
appointment”  outside  local  churches  — 
are  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
bishops,  district  superintendents  and 
conference  boards  of  ministry.  While 
admitting  that  the  level  of  the 
supervision  he  describes  varies  greatly 
from  conference  to  conference,  Dr. 
Trotter  said  that  if  a  situation  like  the 
Jones  cult  arose  "the  notoriety  could  not 
escape  the  notice”  of  supervisors. 

•  Property  ownership  —  Since  local 
churches  do  not  own  church  property 

Men  launch 
prayer  line 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  (UMM)  officially  launched  a 
national  emphasis  on  prayer  last  week  in 
cooperation  with  The  Upper  Room 
Living  Prayer  Center  here. 

UMM  "Conference  Prayer  Advocates” 
from  60  of  the  73  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  met  here  Nov.  30-Dec.  3  in 
conjunction  with  the  First  Friday  Prayer 
Meeting  at  the  Upper  Room.  During  the 
meeting  a  nationwide,  toll-free  telephone 
line  paid  for  by  the  UMM  was  installed. 
The  line  is  to  be  used  to  call  in  prayer 
requests.  The  toll-free  telephone  number 
is  1-800-251-2468. 

More  than  $8,000  has  already  been 
raised  by  local  church  UMM  groups  for 
the  telephone  line.  According  to  national 
UMM  staff  member  Jim  Snead, 
"Nothing  in  my  experience  has  caught 
the  interest  of  our  men  as  this  project 
has.”  The  first  objective  of  the  UMM 
organization  stated  in  the  "Book  of 
Discipline”  is  "to  engage  daily  in  Bible 
study  and  prayer.” 

The  Conference  Prayer  Advocates  will 
be  challenged  to  use  the  800  prefix  of  the 
toll-free  number  as  a  goal  for 
establishing  800  covenant  prayer  groups 
across  the  nation.  The  Living  Prayer 
Center,  opened  in  April  1977,  has  about 
240  chartered  covenant  prayer  groups 
which  relay  and  receive  requests  for 
prayer  from  the  Center. 

The  Rev.  Danny  Morris,  director  of 
The  Upper  Room  developing  ministries, 
says  about  1,000  prayer  requests  are  re¬ 
ceived  each  month  by  telephone,  mail, 
"walk-ins”  and  from  the  covenant 
groups  themselves.  Phone  number  for 
the  center  (not  toll-free)  has  been  615- 
327-HOPE.  Mr.  Morris  said  this  number 
will  be  retained  along  with  the  toll-free 
number,  for  those  persons  who  wish  to 
pay  for  their  own  calls. 

Mr.  Morris  said  the  new  relationship 
with  the  UMM  hopefully  will  result  in  the 
establishment  of  a  whole  new 
communications  system  in  the  church 
through  men.  They  will  be  encouraged  to 
start  covenant  groups,  to  advertise  the 
national  telephone  number,  and  to  utilize 
resources  on  prayer  from  The  Upper 
Room. 

The  men  are  providing  support  to  the 
Center  by  contributing  $10  as  the 
equivalent  of  five  telephone  calls  a  year, 
$25  for  one  call  a  month,  and  $100  for  one 
call  a  week. 

Mr.  Morris  said  the  program  will 
hopefully  give  a  "masculine  presence” 
to  prayer  in  the  home  and  the  church. 
"Men  have  not  taken  leadership  in  this 
area  nearly  to  the  degree  that  women 
have,”  he  said.  "We  hope  to  see  men  take 
their  place  alongside  women  to  work  for 
a  renewal  of  prayer  and  devotion  in  the 
local  church.” 

Mr.  Snead  said  the  60  prayer  advocates 
appointed  thus  far  are  "new  men"  in  the 
organization,  not  conference  presidents 
and  officers,  and  many  of  them  are 
young. 


has  the  approval  from  all  the  Hispanic 
groups."  The  agenda  has  implications 
for  local  churches  as  well  as  for  the 
training  of  Hispanic  pastors 

The  meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  His¬ 
panic  Instructor  Development  Project  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  funded 
by  both  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  and  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  missional  priority. 

More  than  80  persons,  mostly  clergy, 
came  representing  regions  which  have 
major  concentrations  of  Spanish¬ 
speaking  people:  Florida,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Illinois,  Texas,  New  Mexico 
and  California.  Up  front  and  center  in  the 
minds  of  the  participants  was  the 
forecast  that  Hispanics  will  number 
close  to  30  million  by  1985  and  overtake 
blacks  as  the  largest  minority  group  in 


( the  property  is  owned  by  the  church  as  a 
whole),  pastors  are  unable  to  pull  out  of 
the  church’s  mainstream  and  take 
church  assets  with  them  to  “do  their  own 
thing.” 

•  Appointability  —  Pastors  are 
appointed  to  local  churches  and  as  long 
as  they  remain  United  Methodist 
ministers  are  subject  to  being  moved 
from  church  to  church,  lessening  the 
chance  of  dynasty  building. 

He  said,  however,  that  United 
Methodism  is  vulnerable  to  some  degree 
to  members  becoming  psychologically 
dependent  on  strong  leaders. 

"This  happens  in  various  forms  and  we 
need  to  be  aware  of  the  possibility,"  Dr. 
Trotter  said.  "It  is  easy  for  a  strong, 
charismatic  minister  to  become  the 
center  of  his  or  her  ministry  —  almost 
before  the  minister  knows  it.  It’s  highly 
unlikely  in  our  church  that  this  could  be 
carried  to  bizarre  limits,  but  we  need  to 
be  aware  of  it.” 

He  said  the  emergence  of  the  Jones 
cult  is  "another  reminder  that  cult 
religiosity  is  more  pervasive  than  that 
which  we  think  of  as  normal.”  He  said 
cults  existed  in  the  time  of  the  early 
Christian  church  just  as  they  do  today. 

"Religion  which  leads  people  to  flee 
from  the  world  to  the  security  of  a  cult  is 
much  more  universal  than  many  persons 
think,"  Dr.  Trotter  said.  "New 
Testament  Christianity,  on  the  other 
hand,  reverses  the  equation  and  says  we 
find  freedom  in  giving  up  security  in  the 
name  of  faith  and  trust  in  God.” 

He  said  the  "Jim  Jones  thing”  serves 
to  remind  us  that  the  lure  of  religion 
which  offers  security  in  place  of  faith  is 
no  more  rare  in  1978  than  it  has  ever 
been. 

Cult  leader 
rejected  for 
UM  ministry 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  Questions  about  his 
mental  health  kept  People’s  Temple 
leader  Jim  Jones  from  becoming  a 
Methodist  minister  nearly  30  years  ago. 
according  to  records  of  the  South  Indiana 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  here. 

Mr.  Jones,  who  committed  suicide  in 
Guyana  late  last  month  after  ordering 
the  deaths  of  more  than  900  followers, 
applied  for  membership  in  what  was  then 
the  Indiana  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  1950.  Conference 
records  show  that  his  application  was 
rejected  after  a  series  of  psychological 
tests  in  which  the  board  of  ministry 
determined  that  he  was  psychologically 
unfit. 

Prior  to  his  application  for  conference 
membership,  Mr.  Jones  had  served  one 
year  as  a  supply  pastor  at  Sommerset 
Methodist  Church,  a  congregation  which 
no  longer  exists,  in  the  Indianapolis 
District. 


Love’s  labors  aren’t  lost 

When  the  Rev.  A.  V.  Howland 
completes  his  current  "labor  of  love" 
at  Forest  Park,  Kansas,  it  will  be  his 
last,  he  says  —  but  he  isn’t  talking 
about  preaching  a  sermon  or  serving 
a  church.  The  retired  Kansas  East 
conference  pastor  is  also  a  volunteer 
building  contractor.  He’s  supervised 
some  77  building  projects  —  including 
a  number  of  UM  churches  in  Kansas 
—  in  56  years,  24  of  them  since  his 
retirement  in  1969.  Over  the  years, 
Mr.  Howland's  wife,  Mary,  has  lent  a 
hand  with  many  jobs  he  cannot  do 
because  of  arthritis.  She’s  been  known 
to  install  insulation  in  ceilings  and 
work  on  hands  and  knees  cleaning 
plaster  off  cement,  her  husband 
reports.  But  even  now,  retirement 
from  construction  work  won’t  mean 
retirement  for  A.  V.  Howland.  He’s 
looking  forward  to  doing  evangelistic 
work  and  assisting  local  churches 
whenever  he  can. 

Religious  resurgence  sensed 
Newly  elected  Florida  Gov.  Bob 
Graham  sensed  "a  significant 
resurgence  of  the  importance  of 
religion"  while  campaigning 
throughout  the  state  for  six  months.  A 
member  of  the  Miami  Lakes  Church 
of  Christ,  he  is  impressed  with  the 


the  U.S. A. 

"The  balance  of  power  is  coming  our 
way  and  we  want  to  use  it  for  the  sake  of 
the  church  and  the  good  of  all  the 
people."  said  the  Rev.  Hector  Gonzales, 
a  district  superintendent  of  the  Rio 
Grande  conference,  Lubbock,  Tex. 

"The  church  cannot  ignore  that  this 
hemisphere  is  primarily  Hispanic.  The 
salvation  of  the  church  in  this 
hemisphere  depends  on  the  Hispanics,” 
he  said.  “It  is  high  time  the  church  look 
at  this  seriously.  So  far,  the  UMC  is  not 
taking  this  seriously  but  maybe  this  kind 
of  experience  will  help  the  whole  church 
become  aware  of  where  we  are.  ” 

‘This  is  our  time’ 

"This  is  our  time  —  our  era.  If  the 
church  is  not  in  the  barrios  now,  it  will 
miss  a  great  opportunity  for  better 
serving  Hispanic  people  and  witnessing 
for  Christ,"  said  Andy  Hernandez,  a 
second-year  seminarian  at  Perkins. 

Mr.  Hernandez  said  he  was  impressed 
with  the  process  of  the  symposium  which 
brought  together  grass-roots  pastors 
with  direct  experience  in  local  churches, 
and  asked  them  to  reflect  on  their 
communities  and  their  ministries.  In 
work  groups  they  put  together  proposals 
and  draft  documents  that  can  be  used 
widely  as  models  and  as  theological 
bases  throughout  the  Hispanic  church. 

Six  persons  prepared  and  presented 
papers  on  the  areas  of  ministry  in  the 
local  church:  use  of  scriptures,  worship, 
evangelism,  Christian  education, 
Christian  ethics  and  the  church  in  the 
community. 

Another  six  responded  formally  to  the 
papers  and  then  the  six  work  groups 
picked  up  the  process  to  discuss  and 
write  conclusions. 

The  Rev.  Fines  Flores,  editor  of  El 
Interprete,  the  Spanish  edition  of  the 
UMC's  program  journal,  said,  "Out  of 
here  will  come  a  thrust  into  all  the 
various  regions  with  concepts  of 
ministry,  models  and  a  theology  for  the 
future  of  the  Hispanic  church.” 

Dr.  Douglass  Fitch,  executive  for  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
Nashville,  maintained  that  the  Hispanics 
"still  have  lots  to  argue  about  ;  they  are 
not  finished.  But  the  important  thing  is 
that  they  have  begun  this  process  in  the 
total  context  of  their  community  which 
includes  many  diverse  groups  —  the 
Cubans,  Latinos,  Puerto  Ricans, 
Mexican-Americans.”  He  added  that 
other  minority  groups  such  as  the  blacks 
and  Asians  have  undergone  much  the 
same  process. 

Concerns  identified 

Two  "common  concerns”  identified  by 
Hispanics  here  were  the  importance  of 
relating  their  church  to  their  community 
and  the  lack  of  resources  in  the  Spanish 
language,  said  Fernando  Franceschi, 
associate  lay  leader  of  First  Spanish 
UMC,  New  York  City.  “People  want  the 
church  to  be  an  integral  part  of  the 
community  and  not  a  building  standing 
in  it.” 

Ana  Martinez,  who  works  as  a  Spanish 
communicator  for  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  New  York,  said  her  work  is  to 
get  more  resource  materials  written  in 
Spanish  by  Spanish  writers.  “There  is 
great  potential;  the  authors  are  there. 
Somehow  the  system  has  failed  to  bring 
together  the  need  and  the  persons  that 
can  fill  it,  but  we  are  trying  to  change 
that." 

The  symposium  was  important  in  the 
sense  that  "we  need  to  create  a  general 
consciousness  nationally  among 
Hispanic  United  Methodists,”  said  the 
Rev.  Frank  Estrada,  pastor  of  the  El 
Prjpcipe  de  Paz  UMC,  Del  Rio,  Tex. 
“Here  we  can  affirm  our  unity  and  our 
differences.  Models  for  ministry  are 
good,  but  no  model  that  will  fit  everybody. 
What  is  important  is  the  basis  in  theology 
be  developed  first  —  the  rest  will  follow  " 
Was  it  the  end  or  just  the  beginning’’ 
asked  the  Rev  Guillermo  Chavez  of 
Laredo,  Tex.,  superintendent  of  Holding 
Institute.  "History  will  only  be  made 
with  what  we  do  with  the  output.  ’ ’ 


number  of  people  who  express  “deep 
and  genuine  religious  feelings  in  their 
work  settings.  "  He  attributed  his  faith 
to  the  nurture  of  his  mother  and 
faithful  Sunday  school  teachers  at  old 
Trinity  Methodist,  now  First  UMC, 
Miami. 

She’s  ‘outstanding  minister’ 

The  Rev.  C.  Elaine  Smith,  pastor  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Buda, 
Tex.,  is  the  first  clergy  woman  to  be 
recognized  in  the  annual  “Minister  of 
the  Year”  award  program  in  Texas. 
Ms.  Smith,  a  member  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference, 
did  not  win  top  honors  but  was 
recognized  for  "outstanding  ministry 
and  civic  leadership"  in  Buda. 

Where  is  Buda,  Texas?  "Just  a 
ranch  away  from  Austin,"  she  said,  in 
a  region  recently  designated  as  one  of 
Six  fastest-growing  areas  in  the  U.S. 
‘God  didn’t  push  me!’ 

There's  no  trace  of  self-pity  when 
George  Schurman,  active  layperson 
at  Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport,  tells 
about  the  accident  five  years  ago 
which  left  him  a  quadriplegic.  "God  is 
a  good  God,”  Mr.  Schurman  told  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  recently. 
"God  does  not  do  bad  things  or  plan 
bad  things  for  anyone.  When  he 
created  the  universe,  he  also  created 


Options  cited  to  curb 
family  life  dissolution 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  Dr. 
George  Gallup  Jr.,  told  the  National 
Catholic  Family  Life  Conference  here 
that  there  are  many  ways  churches  can 
act  to  reverse  the  "growing  dissolution” 
of  family  life  in  the  U.S. 

Factors  in  family  breakdown, 
according  to  the  president  of  The 
American  Institute  of  Public  Opinion, 
include  “poor  family  communication," 
the  high  cost  of  raising  children,  the 
effects  of  television  and  the  fact  that 
there  are  many  families  in  which  both 
parents  have  fulltime  jobs. 

Dr.  Gallup  also  cited  as  problems  the 
"new  options”  for  children  in  modern  life 
and  a  "loss  of  spiritual  guidance.” 

Norman  Vincent  Peale  wins 
award  for  radio  program 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  1978 
National  Media  Award  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews 
(NCCJ)  has  been  presented  to  "The 
American  Character,”  the  syndicated 
radio  program  narrated  by  Dr.  Norman 
Vincent  Peale. 

The  series  “aims  at  counterbalancing 
excessive  media  emphasis  on  what  is 
wrong  with  our  society  through  daily  90- 
second  reports  about  what  is  right  with 
Americans,"  said  NCCJ  president.  Dr 
David  Hyatt,  at  the  award  ceremony. 

He  said  the  program,  launched  in 
March,  is  now  carried  on  188  radio 
stations  in  43  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Dr.  Peale  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
new  radio  series  will  "make  American 
people  have  a  higher  opinion  of 
themselves  —  not  in  an  egotistical  way  — 
but  as  children  of  God. ' ' 


many  physical  laws.  If  we  don’t  heed 
them,  we’re  going  to  have 
catastrophies  —  small  ones  and  big 
ones.  People  don’t  fly;  that’s  one  of 
them.  I  walked  off  my  roof  —  God 
didn’t  push  me."  In  an  interview  for 
the  UM  radio  program  "Connection,” 
the  still-active  businessman  said  he’s 
never  been  resentful  for  what  has 
happened  to  him.  "God  gives  us  the 
strength”  to  suffer,  he  believes,  and 
"it’s  there  for  whoever  seeks  it  or 
discovers  it.” 


George  Schurman 


Native  American  Christian 
education  consultants  trained 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMC)  -  Nine 
Native  Americans  have  been  certified  by 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship  as  “Consultant-Trainers  in 
Christian  Education,"  marking  the 
completion  of  a  70-hour  training  program 
sponsored  jointly  by  the  board  and  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Staff  of  the  board  worked  with  the 
consultant-trainers  over  a  10-week 
period  last  fall  with  classwork  conducted 
on  five  weekends.  Support  for  the 
enterprise  was  provided  by  missional 
priority  funds  administered  by  the 
board’s  Section  of  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Ministries. 

Afrie  S.  Joye,  who  directs  Asian  and 
Native  American  ministries  for  the 
section,  said  the  purpose  is  to  develop  a 
core  group  of  indigenous  persons  who  are 
skilled  and  knowledgeable  in  the  field  of 
Christian  education. 

University  Senate  fails  to 
back  discrimination  charges 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  - 
Northwestern  University's  major 
advisory  body  on  matters  of  educational 
policy  declined  at  its  regular  autumn 
session  here  Nov.  16  to  support  charges 
of  discrimination  against  United 
Methodism's  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  for  the  latter’s 
action  earlier  in  the  year  concerning  two 
avowed  homosexual  students. 

By  what  was  described  as  a  close  voice 
vote,  the  University  Senate  did  not 
concur  with  a  part  of  a  report  from  one  of 
its  major  committees  which  accused  the 
seminary  of  discriminating  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  preference.  Such 
discrimination,  the  report  said,  violates 
basic  academic  freedom. 

The  University  Senate  is  comprised  of 
most  of  the  school’s  faculty  above  the 
instructor  level,  about  1,200  in  all. 

Although  failing  to  concur  in  the  GFC- 
recommended  censure,  the  Senate  did 
instruct  the  faculty  committee  “to  have 
dialogue  with  Garrett-Evangelical  on  the 
matter." 
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Could  the  UMC  spawn 
cults?  ‘Not  likely’ 
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No  business 
to  S.  Africa, 
council  says 

By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  Communications 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (UMC)  -  Agencies 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  should 
not  do  business  with  nor  invest  in  banks 
which  have  operations  in  South  Africa,  or 
make  loans  to  the  apartheid  government 
of  that  country  or  government-owned 
corporations,  the  church's  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
( GCFA )  said  here  Nov.  30. 

In  addition,  the  fiscal  agency  went  on. 
"investments  of  any  unit  of  the  (church) 
must  be  carefully  examined  with  respect 
to  the  possible  involvement  in  any 
business  entity  whose  operations  are 
supportive  of  apartheid.”  A  dozen  other 
"concerns"  related  to  investments  also 
were  noted. 

The  statement  relative  to  South 
Africa  was  included  in  revised  invest¬ 
ment  guidelines  for  the  church  adopted  by 
GCFA  at  its  annual  meeting  here.  In  other 
business  the  fiscal  agency : 

•  Authorized  the  church's  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History  to  proceed  with 
a  proposed  move  from  Lake  Junaluska  to 
the  campus  of  Drew  University  in 
Madison,  N.J.; 

•  Received  an  extensive  report  on  a 
survey  of  denominational  leaders  and 
others  concerning  church-wide  funds; 

•  Acted  to  provide  some  financial 
assistance  for  Methodism  in  India  if  it 
becomes  an  autonomous  church  in  1980. 
and 

•  Agreed  to  look  into  the  "serious; 
financial  problems"  of  Alaska  Pacific 
University,  formerly  known  as  Alaska 
Methodist  University 

Investment  policy  adopted 

The  revised  Statement  of  Investment 
Policy  was  adopted  by  the  42  managers 
of  GCFA  without  a  negative  vote.  It  had 
been  developed  during  the  past  year  by  a 
task  force  representing  all  general 
agencies  of  the  church,  and  reviewed 
here  by  the  fiscal  agency’s  investment 
committee. 

“We  have  developed  recommendations 
which  will  enable  the  church  to  accept  its 
moral  responsibility  for  the  human  crisis 
in  the  world,”  the  statement  asserts, 
"and  to  move  forward  in  its  redemptive 
mission  to  achieve  positive  improve¬ 
ments  toward  God’s  demand  for  justice 
and  dignity  for  the  peoples.” 


"Concerns"  listed  in  the  church’s 
"Social  Principles’’  which  have 
“relevance  for  investments  today,” 
according  to  the  guidelines,  include,  in 
addition  to  human  rights,  the 
environment  and  natural  resources, 
concern  for  all  persons  in  the  social 
community  "as  equally  valuable  in  the 
sight  of  God" ;  rights  of  ethnic  minorities 
and  women;  “alcohol  and  other  drugs”; 
rural  and  urban-suburban  life;  the 
economic  community;  consumerism, 
gambling ;  and  war  and  peace. 


Three  types  of  funds 

Generally  speaking,  three  types  of 
invested  funds  are  covered  by  the 
guidelines  —  specific  bequests  in  trust  or 
for  specific  missional  purposes; 
investments  on  behalf  of  other  church 
interests  such  as  funds  managed  by  the 
Board  of  Pensions;  and  short-term  sums 
resulting  from  cash  flow  in  the 
distribution  schedule  of  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  church-wide  funds. 

No  long-term  investments  within  the 
denomination  come  from  apportioned 
funds.  Earlier  this  year  the  investment 
portfolios  of  all  general  agencies  was 
approximately  $750  million,  with  about 
$600  million  of  that  used  for  funding  of 
pensions  for  retired  ministers  and 
surviving  spouses. 
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Mission  convocation 
draws  more  debate 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.  (UMC) 
—  The  1979  National  Convocation  on 
Christian  Mission  was  the  subject  of 
discussion  at  both  the  Council  of  Bishops 
here  and  a  meeting  of  30  consultants 
from  across  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  Nov.  15-16. 

The  convocation,  approved  last  spring 
by  the  Education  and  Cultivation 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM),  has  been  attacked  by 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of  the 
Houston  Area  both  in  TM/UMR  (Nov.  3) 
and  at  the  bishops’  meeting.  He 
estimated  the  total  cost  for  3,000  persons 
to  attend  would  range  between  $1.5 
million  and  $2  million,  and  said  it  would 
conflict  with  efforts  to  raise  money  for 
the  UMC’s  missional  priorities. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  debated  at 
length  a  resolution  proposing  serious 
consideration  be  given  to  holding 
national  meetings  and  discouraging 
expensive  surveys. 

Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz,  president 
of  the  mission  board,  said  it  was 
unfortunate  to  imply  the  convocation  had 
been  planned  without  serious 
consideration.  In  the  board  during  the 
last  quadrennium,  he  noted,  sensitivity 
emerged  to  a  strong  grass-roots  feeling 
the  time  had  come  for  the  national 
church  to  move  to  emphasize  mission. 

“It  is  time  for  United  Methodism  to 
stop  looking  only  at  itself  and  look  at  a 
world  which  cries  for  proclamation  of  the 
Word,”  he  said. 

One  of  the  tensions  in  the  bishops’ 
council  stemmed  from  unclarity  as  to 
who  pays  for  annual  conference 
representatives  to  attend  the 
convocation.  Many  bishops  were 
concerned  at  the  implication  the 
conference  should  pick  up  the  tab.  Bishop 
Wertz  said  conferences  can  handle  the 
funding  as  they  see  fit.  Planners  stated 
the  participants  will  be  responsible  for 
raising  their  own  funds. 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  Portland,  Ore., 
moved  to  send  the  resolution  back  to 
committee,  calling  it  “hasty  and  ill- 
advised.’’ 

His  motion  was  sustained  but 
discussion  continued  on  the  floor. 

Retired  Bishop  Paul  Hardin  Jr.  of  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.  and  Bishop  Kenneth 
Goodson,  Richmond,  Va.,  a  former 
council  president,  questioned  whether 


there  was  a  grass-roots  movement  for 
such  a  convocation.  Wisconsin  Area 
Bishop  Jesse  Dewitt  noted  Bishop 
Crutchfield  had  not  spoken  of  his  concern 
on  the  floor  of  the  mission  board’s 
meeting  in  Detroit  this  fall.  The  latter 
maintained  he  had  raised  the  issue  “in 
committee’’  and  with  officers,  who  said 
planning  had  gone  too  far. 

‘Politicizing’  not  wanted 

Thirty  consultants  from  across  the 
church  told  staff  and  directors  of  the 
education  and  cultivation  division  at  a 
hearing  in  San  Antonio  that  they  want 
mission  affirmed,  not  “promoted,”  at  the 
national  convocation.  They  rejected 
anything  which  might  be  “politicizing  for 
General  Conference”  but  welcomed  an 
opportunity  for  representatives  of  local 
churches  to  encounter  persons  in  mission 
and  learn  how  local  churches  are 
engaged  in  mission. 

Although  the  hearing  began  with 
questions  about  the  timing  and  purpose 
of  the  convocation,  by  meeting’s  end  the 
participants  had  laid  the  groundwork  for 
what  they  hope  will  be  a  “creative  and 
inspiring”  national  event  with  heavy 
emphasis  on  the  biblical  and  theological 
basis  of  mission,  preaching  and  exposure 
to  what  is  happening  in  mission. 

Any  United  Methodist  will  be  welcome 
to  attend  the  convention  scheduled  for 
Sept.  20-23, 1979  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Responding  to  Bishop  Crutchfield’s 
remarks  in  TM/UMR,  the  Rev.  H. 
Claude  Young  Jr.,  of  Albemarle,  N.C., 
chairperson  of  the  education  and 
cultivation  division  wrote:  “The  division 
and  board  will  invest  a  maximum  of 
$70,000  (probably  less)  in  this  event.  In 
faith  we  believe  this  to  be  seed  money 
that  will  produce  an  abundant  harvest  of 
dedicated  lives  and  resources.” 

Noting  that  planning  was  initiated  in 
the  last  quadrennium,  he  said:  “The 
directors  believe  there  is  much  to 
celebrate  about  Christian  mission  today, 
that  the  time  has  come  to  shout  ‘good 
news’  about  Christ  .  .  .  that  local 
churches  need  to  know  how  effective 
their  prayers  and  dollars  are  in  telling 
the  story  .  .  .  and  that  a  National  Mission 
Convocation  will  be  one  effective  way  .  .  . 
to  inspire  our  denomination  to  make 
some  bold  new  moves  ...” 
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‘Turning  points’  keep 
UMs,  Lutherans  talking 


F ather,  son  choose  up  sides 

GEORGETOWN,  Tex.  —  With  their  cheerleaders  backing  them  up,  two 
“Presidents  Fleming”  square  off  in  friendly  rivalry  before  the  big  game  here 
recently.  As  it  turned  out,  President  Durwood  Fleming  (right)  of  the  Southwestern 
University  had  more  to  cheer  about  than  his  son,  President  John  Fleming  (left)  of 
Texas  Wesleyan  College,  Fort  Worth.  Southwestern  Pirates  defeated  Texas  Wesleyan 
99-78.  Both  schools  are  United  Methodist-related.  President  Durwood  Fleming  is  in  his 
18th  year  of  leadership  at  the  state’s  oldest  university.  His  son’s  presidency  at  Texas 
Wesleyan  began  last  year.  southwestern  university  photo 

Debt- free  Wesley  Chapel 
predicted  by  year-end 


By  Oxford  Bible  professor 


PHILADELPHIA  (UMC)  -  With  a 
grand  total  of  $1,871,179  received  from  all 
sources  around  the  world  as  of  Nov.  17, 
and  money  still  coming  in,  Wesley’s 
Chapel  in  London  should  be  debt  free  by 
the  end  of  1978,  reports  John  R.  Harper, 
treasurer  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
and  the  American  Committee  for  the 
Restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel. 

That  will  include  paying  off  the  loan 
from  the  Property  Division  of  the  British 
Methodist  Church,  which  enabled  the 
Chapel  to  be  completed  in  time  for  its 
official  reopening  Nov.  1,  he  said. 

Of  the  total,  $879,503  has  come  from 
Methodist  churches  in  the  United  States 
—  the  largest  amount  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  and  churches 
related  to  American  Methodism,  Mr. 
Harper  said.  Included  in  that  total  are 
gifts  from  the  African  Methodist 


Fundamentalist  doctrines  rapped 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  An  Oxford 
University  Scripture  scholar  has  written 
a  massive  analysis  of  fundamentalist 
doctrines  of  the  Bible  and  found  them  to 
be  inconsistent,  contradictory,  and  using 
similar  interpretative  techniques  to 
those  used  by  “liberals”  whom  they 
attack. 

In  his  book,  “Fundamentalism” 
(published  in  the  U.S.  by  Westminster), 
Dr.  James  Barr,  Oriel  Professor  of  the 
Interpretation  of  Holy  Scripture  at 
Oxford,  writes  that  “the  Bible  in 
fundamentalism  is  comparable  to  the 
virgin  Mary  in  Roman  Catholicism:  it  is 
the  human  visible  symbol  involved  in 


salvation:  as  she  through  the  immacu¬ 
late  conception  is  free  from  the  contagion 
of  human  imperfection  and  sublimity 
that  makes  it  sacrilegious  for  us  to 
analyze  and  criticize  its  seamless 
fabric.” 

According  to  Dr.  Barr,  “all 
(fundamentalist)  arguments  are 
arguments  for  the  correctness  of  the 
Bible,  and  they  thus  cohere  or  seem  to 
cohere  through  their  results  even  if  their 
methods  and  premises  are  quite 
contradictory.” 

The  book’s  analysis  of  fundamentalist 
doctrine  reflects  the  premise  that 
“fundamentalism  is  based  on  a 


‘Battle  for  Bible 9  continues 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  -  The  latest  shot  in 
"the  Battle  for  the  Bible”  was  fired  here 
by  284  evangelical  scholars  who  drafted  a 
document  called  The  Chicago  Statement 
on  Biblical  Authority  at  the  conclusion  of 
a  three-day  meeting. 

Called  by  the  year-old  International 
Council  on  Biblical  Inerrancy,  the 
conference  issued  a  document  which 
consists  of  a  preface,  a  short  statement, 
19  articles  of  affirmation  and  denial,  and 
an  exposition  of  several  topics  relating  to 
inerrancy. 

The  articles  of  affirmation  and  denial 
were  basically  drafted  by  Dr.  R.  C. 
Sproul,  director  of  the  Ligonier  Valley 
Study  Center  near  Stahlstown,  Pa. 

In  the  “short  statement"  the  following 
five  affirmations  are  made : 

“God.  who  is  Himself  Truth  and  speaks 
truth  only,  has  inspired  Holy  Scripture  in 
order  thereby  to  reveal  Himself  to  lost 
mankind  through  Jesus  Christ  as  Creator 
and  Lord,  Redeemer  and  Judge.  Holy 
Scripture  is  God’s  witness  to  Himself. 

“Holy  Scripture,  being  God's  own 
Word,  written  by  men  prepared  and 
superintended  by  His  Spirit,  is  of 
infallible  divine  authority  in  all  matters 
upon  which  it  touches:  it  is  to  be 
believed,  as  God’s  instruction,  in  all  that 
it  affirms:  obeyed,  as  God’s  command, 
in  all  that  it  requires;  embraced,  as 
God’s  pledge,  in  all  that  it  promises. 

“The  Holy  Spirit,  its  divine  Author, 
both  authenticates  it  to  us  by  His  inward 
witness  and  opens  our  minds  to 
understand  its  meaning. 

“Being  wholly  and  verbally  God-given, 
Scripture  is  without  error  or  fault  in  all 
its  teaching,  no  less  in  what  it  states 
about  God’s  acts  in  creation  and  the 
events  of  world  history,  and  about  its  own 
literary  origins  under  God.  that  in  its 
witness  to  God’s  saving  grace  in 
individual  lives. 

“The  authority  of  Scripture  is 
inescapably  impaired  if  this  total  divine 
inerrancy  is  in  any  way  limited  or 
disregarded,  or  made  relative  to  a  view 
of  truth  contrary  to  the  Bible’s  own;  and 
such  lapses  bring  serious  loss  to  both  the 
individual  and  the  church.” 

The  exposition  section  of  the  document 
examines  several  criticisms  that  have 
frequently  been  made  of  the  doctrine  of 
inerrancy.  It  declares  that  “when  total 
precision  of  a  particular  kind  was  not 
expected  nor  aimed  at,  it  is  no  error  not 
to  have  achieved  it.  Scripture  is  inerrant. 


not  in  the  sense  of  being  absolutely 
precise  by  modern  standards,  but  in  the 
sense  of  making  good  its  claims  and 
achieving  that  measure  of  focused  truth 
at  which  its  authors  aimed.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  document  states 
that  “although  Holy  Scripture  is  nowhere 
culture-bound  in  the  sense  that  its 
teaching  lacks  universal  validity,  it  is 
sometimes  culturally  conditioned  by  the 
customs  and  conventional  views  of  a 
particular  period,  so  that  the  application 
of  its  principles  today  calls  for  a  different 
sort  of  action.” 

The  document  affirms  that  “the 
authority  of  Christ  and  that  of  Scripture 
are  one,”  and  maintains  that  “by 
authenticating  each  other’s  authority, 
Christ  and  Scripture  coalesce  into  a 
single  fount  of  authority.” 

Dr.  Jay  Grimstead.  43,  a  former 
worker  with  Young  Life,  is  executive 
director  of  the  Council.  Copies  of  the 
statement  are  available  from  the  Council 
at  P.O.  Box  13261,  Oakland.  CA  94661. 

Baptist  charges 
liberal  ‘bigotry’ 

LOUISVILLE.  Ky.  (RNS)  - 
“Fundamentalist”  Christianity  is  the 
fastest-growing  movement  in  American 
religion  despite  the  “bigotry"  that 
“religious  liberals”  display  toward  it. 
says  a  leading  independent  Baptist 
spokesman. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Hyles,  pastor  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Hammond,  Ind.. 
made  that  observation  during  a  three- 
day  meeting  of  the  Southside  Baptist 
Fellowship,  an  independent  group, 
encompassing  ministers  of  more  than 
2,000  congregations. 

Mr.  Hyles.  who  says  his  church  has 
38,000  members  and  the  world's  largest 
Sunday  school,  believes  fundamentalism 
is  gaining  rapidly  because  it  offers  a 
sense  of  certainity  to  people  unsatisfied 
with  modern  life.  He  said  the  movement 
is  now  about  20  million  strong  and 
snowballing. 

“Folks  are  hungry  for  something  that's 
real  and  absolute,”  Mr.  Hyles  said  in  an 
interview.  “They’re  hungry  for  what 
they  think  is  the  truth.  They  want 
someone  to  love  them  and  to  feel  they're 
sincere." 


particular  kind  of  religious  tradition,  and 
uses  the  form,  rather  than  the  reality,  of 
biblical  authority  to  provide  a  shield'for 
this  tradition." 

Dr.  Barr  charges  that  “in  order  to 
avoid  imputing  error  to  the  Bible,  funda¬ 
mentalists  twist  and  turn  back  and 
forward  between  literal  and  non-literal 
interpretation.’’  Ironically,  he 
maintains,  it  has  been  the  “higher 
critics”  of  the  Bible  who  have  been  able 
to  reconcile  apparent  contradictions  in 
the  Old  Testament,  while  the 
fundamentalists  have  had  to  attempt  to 
rationalize  or  minimize  them. 

The  scholar  examines  the 
fundamentalist  argument  that  because 
Jesus  referred  to  Old  Testament 
accounts  like  Jonah  and  the  great  fish, 
they  must  be  accepted  as  inerrant  by 
modern  Christians.  “This  endlessly 
repeated  argument  seeks  to  use  the 
personal  loyalty  of  Christians  towards 
Jesus  as  a  lever  to  force  them  into 
fundamentalist  positions  on  historical 
and  literary  matters,"  he  writes.  “There 
is  no  part  of  the  fundamentalist  world 
view  that  should  inspire  so  much 
distaste  in  the  mind  of  other  Christians. 
Its  distortion  of  the  proper  proportions  of 
the  Christian  faith  is  extreme.” 

Non-understanding  charged 

While  fundamentalists  like  to  quote 
“liberal"  theologians  in  order  to  criticize 
their  ideas.  Dr.  Barr  writes,  “there  is,  * 
within  fundamentalism,  very  little  or  no 
understanding  of  what  non-conservative 
theologians  actually  think,  and  no 
incentive  to  find  out.  It  is  a  psychological 
necessity  of  membership  in  the 
fundamentalist  organizations  that  one 
should  be  convinced  that  everyone 
outside  is  completely  ‘liberal’  in 
theology,  or  at  least  that  he  has  no  stable 
defenses  against  the  adoption  of  a  totally 
liberal  position.” 

Much  of  the  analysis  of 
fundamentalism  in  the  book  is  based  on 
British  works.  Dr.  Barr  suggests  that 
American  fundamentalists  and 
conservative  evangelicals  may  not  be  as 
rigid  as  their  British  counter-parts,  and 
quotes  Dr.  Carl  F.  H.  Henry  as  having 
warned  evangelicals  against  "their 
preoccupation  with  negative  criticism  of 
contemporary  theological  deviations.” 
Supernatural  discussed 

In  a  chapter  on  miracles  and  the 
supernatural,  Dr.  Barr  comments  that 
for  fundamentalists,  "their  use  of  the 
supernatural  is  occasionalistic  and 
opportunist.  They  do  not  have  and  do  not 
advocate  a  general  supernaturalist 
outlook;  the  supernaturalist  argument  is 
one  upon  which  they  fall  back  at  those 
points  where  it  is  the  only  way  of 
establishing  a  necessary  conservative 
position  in  the  literary  history  of  the 
Bible.” 

When  conservative  evangelical 
scholars  attempt  to  account  for  apparent 
contradictions  in  the  Bible,  he  said,  they 
often  attribute  them  to  textual 
corruptions  (mistakes  in  copying).  But 
according  to  Dr.  Barr,  “in  most  cases 
where  conservative  evangelical  works 
appeal  to  a  corruption  in  the  text,  there  is 
no  textual  evidence  whatever  to  support 
the  hypothesis:  it  is  an  attempt  to  get  rid 
of  a  discrepancy  by  wishful  thinking  " 


Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Free  Methodist  and  Wesleyan  Churches 
in  the  U.S.,  he  said.  Included  also  is 
$150,000  from  the  Kresge  Foundation, 
Troy,  Mich. 

Meanwhile,  a  new  30-minute  film  on 
John  Wesley  is  scheduled  to  be  produced 
by  the  Media  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  the  United 
Methodist  Heritage  Fellowship.  It  is  due 
to  premiere  on  Heritage  Sunday,  May  20, 
1979. 

Inspired  by  the  reopening  of  Wesley’s 
Chapel  in  London,  the  film  has  as 
executive  producer  Robert  L.  Robertson, 
executive  director  of  the 
Communications  Council.  Consultants 
will  be  Frank  Baker  of  Duke  University, 
Durham,  N.C.,  and  Albert  C.  Outler  and 
Richard  Heitzenrater  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  Dallas,  Texas.  Dr.  Baker 
is  editor-in-chief  of  a  34-volume  Wesley 
Works  Editorial  Project  on  which  Dr. 
Outler  and  Dr.  Heitzenrater  are  working. 

Dr.  Frank  Wanek,  executive  director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Heritage 
Fellowship,  said,  “There  is  a  need  for  an 
American-made  film  celebrating  the  200 
years  of  Methodism.”  Dr.  Wanek  has 
been  credited  with  transporting 
hundreds  of  American  Methodists  to 
London  each  year  in  support  of  the 
Chapel’s  restoration  campaign. 


By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS— Several  “turning  points” 
kept  the  Lutheran  and  United  Methodist 
bilateral  dialogues  on  baptism  on  track 
here  last  week  and  prevented  them  from 
being  derailed. 

The  Dallas  meeting  was  the  fourth  of 
six  dialogues  which  began  in  April  1977 
between  United  Methodists  and  the 
Lutheran  Council,  which  now  includes 
four  churches:  Missouri  Synod. 
American  Lutheran  Church,  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  and  the  new 
Association  of  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Churches. 

“We  could  have  thrown  up  our  hands 
and  quit  at  this  session  when  it  became 
obvious  we  could  not  find  a  complete 
consensus,”  said  co-chairman  Bishop 
Jack  Tuell  of  UMC’s  Portland  Area. 
“It  was  a  turning  point  here  in  that  we 
agreed  our  final  report  will  probably 
contain  disagreements.” 

Co-chairman  Dr.  Arthur  Crosmer  of 
Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  listed  two  more 
“turning  points” :  “We’ve  found  we  must 
discuss  the  implications  of  the  mutual 
recognition  of  baptism  beyond  baptism. 
It  can't  be  talked  about  in  isolation 
because  it  has  applications  all  over  the 
place  in  terms  of  communion, 
membership,  confirmation,  etc.  Second, 
we  have  come  to  the  point  of  trying  to 
make  concrete  applications.  And  I  know 
that  whatever  practical  applications 
come  out,  I  have  to  live  with  them  in  my 
church.” 

The  discussion  here  started  by  hearing 
reactions  to  its  "St.  Paul  Draft,"  the 
culmination  last  spring  in  St.  Paul  of  the 
first  three  conversations  on  theological 
issues  related  to  baptism.  The  Rev. 
Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  Division  staff  member,  said  the 
draft  represented  a  compromise,  “com¬ 
mon  denominator”  statement  which 
sought  to  include  the  views  of  all  and 
specially  the  Missouri  Synod  Lutherans. 

The  22-member  team  heard  that  the 
Missouri  Synod’s  theological  commission 
unanimously  found  the  document  very 
unsatisfactory. 

In  the  evaluation  by  a  Corcordia 
Lutheran  Seminary  professor,  Dr. 
Jerrold  Eickman,  St.  Louis,  even  “the 
statement  that  ‘both  churches  share’  the 
Christian  faith  is  ambiguous,  since 
Lutherans  formally  subscribe  to  creeds 
and  confessions  while  United  Methodists 
do  not.”  Another  disagreement  regarded 
the  “formal  and  material  principles  of 
theology.”  Dr.  Eickman  said  that  for  the 
Missouri  Synod,  Scripture  is  the  only 
source  of  theology  while  United 
Methodists  recognize  four  sources, 
although  Scripture  is  given  primacy, 
(Scripture,  reason,  tradition  and 
experience. ) 


That  is  the  point  at  which  Bishop  Tuell 
said  “we  could  have  thrown  up  our  hands 
and  quit."  Hints  that  Missouri  Synod 
representatives  should  consider  an  “ob¬ 
server  status”  circulated,  but  the  talks 
were  pushed  off  dead  center  by  two 
presentations  which  were  next  on  the 
agenda. 

In  the  first  given  by  Rev.  Hoyt  H. 
Hickman,  he  said  “In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  a  statement  could  not  be  agreed  to,  it 
is  gratifying  that  our  discussion  of 
baptism  has  revealed  so  much 
commonality.  It  appears  that  recognition 
of  one  another’s  baptisms  is  no 
problem.”  Dr.  Hickman  heads  the 
Worship  section  of  the  UM  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  in  Nashville. 

He  addressed  the  “pastoral 
implications"  of  the  dialogues  “thus  far” 
which  might  result  in  a  practical 
increase  in  effective  cooperation  among 
the  denominations  as  well  as 
strengthening  each  through  learning 
from  the  other.” 

For  example,  he  said,  the  discussions 
have  been  helpful  in  pointing  out  to  UMs 
several  areas  where  they  have  been 
undisciplined  in  reference  to  baptism, 
failing:  (1)  to  ensure  that  at  least  one 
parent  or  sponsor  make  an  act  of 
Christian  commitment  to  nurture  the 
infant  being  baptized  in  the  Christian 
faith,  (2)  to  insist  on  pre-baptismal 
instruction  of  candidates  or  their 
parents,  (3)  to  use  a  generous  amount  of 
water  rather  than  the  typical  few  drops, 
(4)  to  insist  that  baptism  is  not  repeat- 
able  and  (5)  “When  instructed  and  con¬ 
senting  persons  are  baptized,  no 
separate  service  of  confirmation  is 
necessary." 

Dr.  Donald  Tiede,  a  professor  at 
Luther  Seminary,  St.  Paul,  then  urged 
that  the  bilateral  “get  down  to  practical 
questions  and  explore  the  theological 
questions  which  will  emerge"  .  .  .  with 
the  burden  of  proof  shifted  away  from 
denominational  defenses  toward  the 
question  “What  is  to  prevent.  .  .?”  (a 
common  testimony  of  faith  such  as 
mutual  recognition  of  baptism ) . 

By  the  conclusion  of  the  fourth  session 
a  new  agenda  was  hammered  out  with 
five  groups  assigned  to  do  interim  work 
on  communion  issues,  mutual 
recognition  of  members,  mission  and 
witness  as  they  relate  to  baptism,  the 
shape  of  the  final  report  and  how  it  might 
be  used  in  local  churches,  and  a  re-write 
of  the  St.  Paul  draft. 

“We  now  have  the  clear  goal  that  the 
bilateral  should  bear  fruit  in  the  lives  of 
the  churches,”  Dr.  Klauz  Penzel  told 
them.  He  noted  that  one  of  the  major 
weaknesses  of  dialogues  has  been  the 
omission  of  this  consideration.  He  is  a 
representative  on  the  team  for  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  and  a 
professor  at  the  UM-related  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  here. 
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Clarke’s  Commentary  on  the  Entire  Bible 

For  insight  into  the  books  of  the  Bible  which  has  opened 
the  scriptures  for  preachers. 

teachers,  students,  and  _  i  —  i  —  ,  - - — — — -  ^ 

lay  persons  for  over  150 
years,  consult  Adam 
Clarke  's  Commentary. 


VOLUME  1— GENESIS-ESTHER 

See  how  the  Hebrews  were  the  first  people  to  teach  and 
learn  that  the  goal  of  life  is  righteousness.  Divine 
Providence  is  well  illustrated  by  events  such  as  Israel  s 
establishment  in  the  Promised  Land  and  God  s 
continuing  provision  for  his  people,  despite  their 
sinfulness. 

VOLUME  II — JOB-MALACHI 
This  seventeen  book  section  is  especially  important 
because  of  the  numerous  messianic  prophecies  found 
here. 

VOLUME  III — MATTHEW -REVELATION 
The  Four  Gospels  are  shown  to  portray  a 
Personality— Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth.  Dr.  Clarke  brings 
out  the  unique  contributions  of  the  Pauline  epistles  to  the 
Christian  life  and  its  development.  The  volume  ends  with 
an  authoritative  commentary  on  Revelation,  a  collection 
of  prophecies  which  remain  the  hope  and  mystery  of 
Christianity. 

With  receptive  hearts  and  open  minds,  today's 
generation  finds  that  Clarke's  Commentary  is  a  compact  _  .. 
treasury  of  deep  spiritual  insight  into  the  Word  of  God.  I  t.! 
Each  volume.  519.50:  three-volume  set.  S54.95  \  $| 
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Special  Sunday,  Dec.  1  7,  Offering 


Helping  Abused  Children 


Need  For  New  Ch  urches 
Topic  At  Council  Meet 


December  has  always  been  the 
month  that  churches  of 
Louisiana  have  been  given  the 
opportunity  to  respond  to  the 
needs  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  with  a  special  offering 
through  local  churches. 

Better  than  25  percent  of  the 
operation  budget  must  come 
from  the  local  churches  of 
Louisiana  annually. 

Special  brochures  and 
envelopes  have  been  sent  to 
every  local  church  requesting 
them  for  use  in  contributions  this 
year. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
in  New  Orleans  is  one  of  the  very 
few  institutions  owned  and  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  merits  the  sup¬ 
port  of  every  Methodist  in 
Louisiana. 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
is  the  church  in  action  —  in 
action  with  abused,  battered  and 
abandoned  children  between  the 
ages  of  two  and  14. 

These  children  —  boys  and 
girls  —  come  from  every 
economic  and  educational  level 
of  our  state. 


All  races  and  denominations 
are  represented. 

Child  abuse  is  no  respector  of 
persons.  Children  come  to  the 
home  —  being  brought  by  police, 
social  workers  or  child 
protection  workers  —  any  hour 
of  the  day  or  night. 

The  Home  in  New  Orleans 


...  A  ministry  of  temporary 
care  for  abandoned,  abused, 
needy  and  neglected  children. 

takes  any  child  from  any  parish 
that  the  authorities  bring  them. 

Children  come  abused  in  every 
way.  A  little  human  body  can  be 
abused  from  the  child  that  has 
been  severely  battered  by  an 
adult  fist  to  the  point  that  brain 
surgery  is  necessary  to  save  his 
life  to  the  child  that  has  broken 


Methodist  Home  Hospital 

It  Belongs  To  You 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  belongs  to  you.  It 
is  your  church  serving  where  the  need  is  acute.  It  is 
your  church  saying  to  children  that  there  are 
people  who  care,  who  love  and  who  believe  God  is 
real.  Through  you  these  children  can  learn  that 
God  is  more  than  just  a  prefix  for  profanity. 


bones  or  lacerations  of  all  kinds. 

Burning  is  a  common  method 
adults  use  to  abuse  a  child. 
Sometimes  a  child  is  held  in 
boiling  water,  sat  down  on  a  red, 
hot  plate  or  has  a  steam  iron 
pressed  into  his  arm  or  back. 

However,  physical  abuse  is 
only  one  type  of  abuse  that  is 
seen  at  the  Home.  Sexual  abuse 
of  both  boys  and  girls  from  very 
tender  ages  on  up  is  very 
common. 

Almost  all  children  come  to 
the  home  emotionally  abused. 
This  is  where  the  real  ministry  of 
the  home  is  at  work. 

Rev.  William  F.  Mayo, 
superintendent  of  the  Home, 
says,  “It  is  easy  to  care  for  the 
physical  needs  of  the  children. 
To  bind  up  the  wounds,  set  the 
bones.  But  binding  up  little 
hearts  and  minds  is  another 
matter. 

“It  is  easy  to  heal  the  outward 
scars  such  as  burns,  but  the 
inward  scars  are  more  difficult 
to  heal.” 

Rev.  Mayo  explains  the  physi¬ 
cal  and  emotional  needs  of  the  60 
odd  children  in  the  home  at  any 
one  time  requires  a  staff  of  about 
60  persons. 

Along  with  the  superintendent, 
the  operation  of  the  Home 
requires  a  director  of  child  care 
and  supervisors,  or  child  care 
workers,  one  consultant 
psychiatrist,  MEW  social 
workers,  music  therapists,  art 
therapists,  etc. 

It  is  never  known  how  long  a 
child  will  be  in  the  home.  Some 
only  stay  a  few  weeks  while 
others  may  stay  many  months 


before  the  case  workers  and 
courts  can  determine  the  best 
disposition  of  the  case. 

About  40  percent  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  will  be  returned  to  their 
natural  parents.  Six  percent,  of 
necessity,  must  be  placed  in  a 
long-term  center  or  mental 
hospital  for  intensive  care. 

The  balance  of  the  children 
will  go  to  long-term  foster 
homes. 

It  is  true  a  few  of  the  children 
are  returned  to  their  homes  for 
the  second  time.  Judges,  social 
workers  and  doctors  do  make 
mistakes  returning  some 
children  to  the  same  home. 

This  past  year  has  seen  many 
improvements  in  the  level  of 
care  provided  by  the  home. 
Tulane  University  School  of 
Social  Work  is  now  using  the 
Home  for  field  placement 
service.  Many  of  their  graduate 
students  are  now  spending  six 
months  in  service  with  the 
Home.  This  speaks  well  for  the 
total  program  of  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital. 


Around  The  Conference 


Parsonage  Dedicated:  Mortgage  Burned 


NATCHITOCHES  -  On  Nov.  26  the 
mortgage  to  the  College  Avenue  UMC 
parsonage  was  burned  and  the 
structure  was  dedicated. 

The  church  had  paid  the  note 
several  years  ahead  of  schedule, 
making  it  completely  debt  free  for  the 
first  time  since  its  earliest  days. 


Burning  the  mortgage 
are  (left  to  right)  Mar¬ 
garet  Fletcher,  Henry 
Stevens,  Woodrow  Whit- 
ford  and  Robert  Town¬ 
send. 

Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Alexandria  District, 
delivered  the  sermon  during  the 
ceremony. 

Following  the  sermon  Rev.  Cain 
conducted  the  Charge  Conference 
when  Mark  Benge,  from  the  church, 
was  recommended  as  a  candidate  for 
ministry. 

Mark  is  a  graduate  of  Northwestern 
State  University  and  is  currently 
enrolled  in  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

He  is  the  first  minister  to  come  from 
the  membership  of  the  church,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  reported. 

Also,  the  church’s  1978  budget,  the 
highest  in  the  history  of  the  church 
was  accepted,  and  verbal  commit¬ 


ments  were  made  to  soon  begin  on  an 
extensive  renovation  and  repair 
program  on  the  church. 

Turning  Idea 
Into  Colors 

PONCHATOULA  -  The  Wesley 
Chapel  UMYF  took  an  idea  out  of  the 
blue  and  turned  it  into  purple,  red, 
green  and  white. 

A  summer  project  suggestion  was 
to  provide  the  church  with  seasonal 
altar  scarves.  Due  to  high  prices,  they 
found  that  they  could  buy  the  material 
and  notions  and  make  the  scarves 
themselves. 

Although  this  turned  out  to  be  a  big 
project,  with  the  assistance  of  their 
counselor.  Dot  Kuebler,  they  found 
the  material  in  the  variety  of  colors, 
gold  fringe  and  the  measurements 
needed  to  make  the  scarves. 

After  months  of  planning  and  work 
the  youth  produced  four  sets  of 
scarves  —  red.  green,  purple  and 
white  —  for  each  season  of  the  church. 

The  youth  also  refinished  the 
educational  building’s  furniture. 

Recovering 

Two  Louisiana  ministers  are 
recovering  from  surgeries. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Hearn,  retired  minister, 
now  serving  the  Antioch  Charge,  is 
recovering  in  Houston  while  Rev.  Ed 
Barksdale,  minister  of  the  First  UMC 
in  Covington,  is  recovering  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Miss  St.  Matthews 
Crowned 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Sherlyn  Dorsey 
was  recently  crowned '  Miss  St. 
Matthews  of  the  St.  Matthews  UMC 
for  the  1978-79  year. 

Her  court  includes  Karen  Johnson 
as  Miss  Christianity.  Ira  Melita 
Brooks  as  Miss  Compassionate,  and 
Pamela  But  ler  as  Miss  Godliness. 

Mrs.  Ira  M.  Medice  served  as  chair¬ 
person  for  the  event. 

At  the  recent  108th  anniversary 


celebration  of  the  church  Ida  M. 
Gabriel  served  as  the  chairperson  and 
Geni  Butler  and  Alberta  B.  Johnson 
served  as  co-chairpersons. 

Rev.  Bernard  Smith  is  the  minister 
of  the  church. 


page  will  not  be  published  this 
December  in  the  "Louisiana  United 
Methodist.” 


No  ‘Home 
Visitor’  Page 


Fellowship 

planned 


Due  to  scheduling  conflicts  a 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  Visitor 


MANY  —  Sunday,  Dec.  17,  is  the  date 
for  the  First  UMC’s  covered  dish  get 
together.  The  children’s  choir  will  be 
performing  under  the  direction  of  Susan 
Giblin. 


Unique  Distinction 

Louisiana  has  the  unique  distinction  of  being  the  only 
Annual  Conference  that  has  two  of  its  ministerial  mem¬ 
bers  named  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  the  General  Council  on  Ministries.  Meet¬ 
ing  with  the  joint  committee  recently  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 
were  the  two  Louisiana  members  D.  L.  McGuire  (left), 
representing  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn  (right),  representing  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries. 

The  joint  committee  was  formed  to  consult  with  the  General 
Program  Agencies  of  the  Church  in  preparation  for  financing 
their  execution  of  the  Disciplinary  mandates  in  the  1980-84 
quadrennium. 


The  need  for  new  churches  and  ways  to 
assist  churches  in  transitional 
neighborhoods  were  among  the  topics 
discussed  by  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  at  its  fall  meeting,  held 
December  2  at  First  Church.  Alexandria. 

Dr  Ed  Thomas,  chairperson  of  the 
Committee  on  Church  Extension, 
reported  that  the  District  Superinten¬ 
dents  had  tentatively  identified  18  sites  for 
new  churches  needed  over  the  next  five 
years.  He  also  pointed  out  the  need  to 
work  with  churches  in  transitional 
neighborhoods  to  discover  more  creative 
ways  to  respond  to  a  racially  changing 
area. 

"A  major  need,”  he  said,  “is  for  a 
unified,  statewide  program  rather  than 
the  fragmented  approach  we  use  at 
present.” 

Trained  professionals  are  currently 
working  with  district  superintendents  to 
survey  areas  experiencing  population 
growth  to  come  up  with  more  precise 
estimates  of  need  for  new  churches 
From  indications  so  far,  the  need  is  both 
larger  and  more  immediate  than  had 
been  previously  believed. 

The  presentation  on  church  extension 
was  part  of  the  report  of  the  Council’s 
Committee  on  Research  and  Planning. 
Chaired  by  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  the 


Committee  presented  proposals  to  the 
Council  in  preparation  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  s  1980  program  priority  on 
The  Christian  Mission.  Presentations 
were  made  by  Rev.  Ray  Branton.  Rev. 
Don  Hall.  Mrs.  Robert  Compton.  Rev 
Thomas  and  Dr.  Hearn. 

The  in-depth  study  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  proposed  by  the 
denomination's  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  projected  to  cost  $584,000. 
was  brought  up  for  discussion  at  the 
request  of  Dr  Ned  DeWire.  General 
Secretary  of  the  General  Council. 

The  Louisiana  Conference,  at  its  last 
regular  session,  had  voted  disapproval  of 
the  GCOM  proposal  and  suggested  the 
money  be  given  instead  to  world  hunger, 
the  ethnic  minority  local  church  and 
evangelism. 

Dr  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  who  had  been 
asked  to  explain  the  proposal  in  full  to  the 
Conference  Council,  said  he  felt  the 
General  Council  staff  believed 
"Louisianans  would  probably  support 
the  proposal  if  they  fully  understood  it." 
After  a  lengthy.  informational 
presentation  about  the  proposed  study, 
the  Conference  Council  voted 
unanimously  to  go  on  record  as  affirming 
the  action  taken  by  the  Annual 
Conference. 


Kathy  Finnell  Named 
To  Conference  Council  Post 


Kathi  Finnell  has  been  named 
associate  director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries.  Effective  Jan.  15, 
she  will  be  working  in  the  specialized 
areas  of  youth  ministry  and  education. 

Kathi  comes  from  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  where 
she  has  been  serving  as  program 
coordinator  for  the  past  two  years. 

A  native  of  Natchitoches,  she  is 
married  to  Rev.  Gene  Finnell.  pastor  of 
Greenwood-Bethany  Charge 

The  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Archie 
Breazeale  of  Natchitoches,  she  earned 
degrees  from  Northwestern  State 
University  and  Centenary  College. 

She  has  also  served  as  a  youth  director 
for  the  First  UMC  in  Franklin  and  is 
currently  president  of  the  State  Christian 
Educators  Fellowship. 

About  her  new  position  she  says.  I’m 
excited  about  the  possibilities  of  this  new 
job  and  I'm  looking  forward  to  working 
w  ith  the  people  of  our  Conference.” 


News  Briefs-- 


Kathi  Finnell 

Her  hobbies  include  playing  the  guitar, 
water  skiing  and  needle  work. 


What’s  Been  Happening 


LAKE  CHARLES  —  The  Lake  Charles 
District  Board  of  Missions  held  its  annual 
meeting  at  First  UMC  here  on  Nov.  28. 

SHREVEPORT  —  Sounds  of  autoharp 
and  tambourine  were  heard  as  teachers 
of  children  at  St.  Luke’s  in  Shreveport 
shared  together  in  their  quarterly 
meeting.  A  variety  of  learning  centers 
focused  on  the  theme  “Music  and 
Worship  in  the  Classroom  ”  The  event 
was  lead  by  Melissa  Wilkins,  CSCC 
intern  in  children’s  ministry  at  St.  Luke’s 
this  semester. 

ZACHARY  —  Mary  Ruth  Montegudo 
was  recently  named  president  of  the 
Zachary  UMC  United  Methodist  Women. 
Ethel  Staples  was  named  vice  president 
and  Calista  Smith  was  elected  secretary. 

Henrietta  Lutschg  will  serve  as 
assistant  secretary  and  Betty  Lou  Pople 
will  serve  as  treasurer. 

LAFAYETTE  —  A  UNICEF  party  was 
recently  held  by  the  Good  News  Club  at 
First  Church  here.  Each  age  group 
contributed  something  special  to  the 
party.  Over  $30  was  collected  from  the 
children  in  special  UNICEF  boxes  at  the 
party.  The  Good  News  Club  meets  on 
Wednesday  afternoons  during  the  school 
year  and  includes  children  from 
kindergarten  through  the  eighth  grade. 

MONROE  —  Rev.  John  Tracy, 
Southside  UMC’s  new  educational 
assistant  on  the  intern  program  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  recently 
completed  teacher  training  sessions 
Rev.  Tracy  presented  certificates  to  the 
past  and  present  teachers  and  an 
appreciation  dinner  was  held  for  them 

PORT  BARRE  —  Children,  adults  and 
guests  of  the  Port  Barre  UMC  enjoyed  a 
hayride  and  campfire  supper  this  Fall  at 
the  country  home  of  Alice  Pearce. 

*  *  * 

Friends  of  Alice  Guyre,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  John  Guyre  at  Port  Barre  UMC, 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  she  is 
recovering  satisfactorily  from  major 
surgery  in  October. 

SWEET  LAKE  CHURCH  -  Gideon 


Bert  Morgan  of  Lake  Charles  recently 
spoke  at  the  Sweet  Lake  UMC  in  behalf  of 
the  Gideons.  More  than  $100  was  donated 
for  the  Gideon’s  international  Distribution 
of  Bibles. 

JACKSON  —  The  women  of  the 
Jackson  UMC  recently  sponsored  their 
annual  Church  Bazaar  and  Chicken 
Spaghetti  Dinner.  About  $1,300  was 
raised  —  the  highest  revenues  ever 
earned  from  this  event.  The  funds  will  be 
used  for  "touch  up  jobs"  around  the 
church  parsonage. 

ZWOLLE  —  A  large  number  of  people 
attended  the  First  UMC  Festival  of  the 
Open  Door  celebration  The  service 
included  an  Act  of  Dedication  and  the 
Opening  of  the  Doors  which  was  a 
challenge  to  the  congregation  to  "open 
them  to  the  Lord  of  the  Church;  to  all 
who  come  in;  to  open  them  that  we  may 
go  out  in  His  name.” 
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Editorial  «■ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTEK 


Should  the  church  influence  television 
by  purchasing  and  operating  stations? 


There  is  a  growing  awareness  among 
United  Methodists  that  our  church  has 
barely  scratched  the  surface  in  utilizing 
the  medium  of  television.  Until  recently, 
however,  most  suggestions  for  remedial 
action  have  been  general  rather  than 
specific  in  nature. 

Mr.  Charles  Cappleman  —  president  of 
United  Methodist  Communications  and  a 
television  network  executive  —  has 
offered  a  perceptive  analysis  of  the 


situation  and  a  provocative  proposal 
which  could  significantly  involve  United 
Methodism  in  the  television  industry. 

Mr.  Cappleman  recently  told  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  United  Methodist 
Communications:  "Television  seems  to 
have  become  the  main  enculturing  tool  of 
our  society.  Formerly  the  home  was 
where  young  people  learned  how  society 
moves  and  works.  We  have  a  second 
generation  of  people  now  who  have  been 


The  Question  Box 

Charles  Cappleman,  president  of  United  Methodist  Communications  and  a 
television  network  executive,  has  proposed  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
"seriously  investigate  the  ownership  of  radio  and  television  stations”  (see 
editorial  above). 

Please  register  your  reaction  to  this  proposal  by  answering  the  questions  which 
follow.  You  may  modify  or  expand  upon  your  answers  in  the  spaces  marked 
"comment.” 

1.  Do  you  favor  the  idea  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  purchasing  and  operating 
radio  and  television  stations  and,  thereby,  also  producing  programs  for 
television  which  reflect  Christian  values?  ( circle  one ) 
a  Yes. 

b.  No. 

c.  Uncertain. 


COMMENT: 


2.  If  a  decision  was  made  for  the  UMC  to  purchase  one  or  more  radio  and 
television  stations,  do  you  believe  funds  to  pay  for  the  initial  cost  should  be 
raised  by :  ( circle  one ) 

a.  Selling  stock. 

b.  Solicitation  of  voluntary  contributions  from  church  members. 

c.  Apportionments  to  local  churches. 

d.  Uncertain. 


COMMENT:  _ 


3.  If  a  plan  were  approved  for  the  UMC  to  purchase  one  or  more  radio  and 
television  stations  and  the  capability  to  produce  television  programs,  would  you 
be  willing  to  make  a  personal  contribution  toward  the  initial  purchase  price? 
(circle  one) 

a.  Yes. 

b.  No. 

c.  Uncertain. 


COMMENT. 


Are  you  a:  Minister 
Age  group: 18  &  under 


Lay  woman  Layman  (circle  one) 

19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  over  (circle one) 


In  order  to  participate-in  the  results  of  this  survey,  please  fill  out,  clip  and  mail 
your  response  before  midnight,  Wednesday,  December  27,  to:  "The  Question 
Box,”  TM/UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 75222. 


raised  with  the  tube. 

"Mainline  Protestant  influence  in  the 
television  creative  community  in  Los 
Angeles  is  almost  invisible,”  he 
continued.  “The  Protestant  presence  just 
isn’t  there.  Most  religious  programs  on 
television  are  produced  and  paid  for  by 
groups  who  are  not  mainline  Protestants. 
The  great  unchurched  audience 
watching  these  programs  hears  persons 
use  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
assumes  the  program  they  are  watching 
represents  all  of  the  Christian 
community.  If  they  approve,  they  support 
the  sect  sponsoring  the  program.  If  not, 
they  are  turned  off  to  all  of  Christianity. 
They  will  continue  to  search,  for 
although  the  church  may  be  in  trouble, 
faith  is  not  in  trouble,  and  people  are 
searching  very  diligently  to  find  the 
Creator  who  made  them.  If  they  are 
turned  off  to  Christianity,  they  will  turn 
to  something  else.  We  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  not  even  in  this 
television  ballgame.” 

As  a  means  of  addressing  the  problem. 
Mr.  Cappleman  proposed  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  "seriously  investigate 
the  ownership  of  radio  and  television 
stations."  He  noted  that  the  operation  of 
commercial  stations  is  profitable,  and 
that  it  would  provide  the  church  with 
personnel,  equipment  and  funds  to 
produce  programs  reflecting  Christian 
values  which  could,  in  turn,  be  released 
to  other  stations  and  cable  systems.  If 
this  plan  resulted  eventually  in  the 
ownership  of  “a  number  of  affiliate 
stations,  the  influence  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  with  the  networks 
would  be  enormous,”  Mr.  Cappleman 
said. 

Mr.  Cappleman  added  that  some  other 
religious  organizations  currently  own 
radio  and  television  stations.  Noting  that 
there  are  problems  which  would  likely 
accompany  station  ownership,  he  said: 
“I  suggest  we  find  out  what  the  problems 
are,  then  if  we  decide  it  is  not  feasible,  it 
would  be  a  deliberate  and  informed 
decision.” 

We  are  intrigued  by  Mr.  Cappleman’s 
proposal  and  its  implications,  and  we 
believe  his  proposal  should  receive 
serious  consideration  by  the  appropriate 
decision-making  bodies  of  our  church. 

We  are  interested  also  in  what  other 
United  Methodists  think  of  this  proposal, 
and  we  invite  you  to  express  your  views 
via  the  "Question  Box”  survey  which 
appears  below. 


Here  I  Stand 


DECEMBER  15, 1978 


Christians  have  role 
in  age  of  the  ostrich 


Like  living  faith, 
a  Christmas  tree 

By  CHARLOTTE  ADELSPERGER 
Like  living  faith,  a  Christmas  tree 
stands  steadfast  —  surrendered. 
Take  away  its  glowing  lights ; 

disrobe  its  tinseled  trim. 

Remove  children’s  laughter  ; 

and  strip  its  starry  crown. 

Green  with  inner  life, 
its  branches  are  still 
raised  in  praise  to  God! 


By  GEOFFREY  W.  POSEGATE 

An  age  of  fear  is  fully  upon  us.  It  will  do 
the  followers  of  Christ  no  good  to  be  like 
the  stylized  ostrich  and  bury  their  heads 
in  the  sand  in  an  effort  to  pretend  that 
real  life-and-death  fear  has  not  gripped 
the  very  heart  of  God’s  Creation. 

I  would  invite  anyoqe  who  disbelieves 
this  analysis  to  pick  up  a  newspaper  or 
news-magazine  and  read  the  analogs  of 
humanity’s  mounting  panic  in  the  face  of 
frightening  and  blistering  changes.  This 
nation  is  so  desperate  for  fossil  fuel 
resources  that  many  are  beginning  to 
believe  that  NO  cost  is  too  great  to  attain 
them;  even  environmental  injury  or 
possible  military  action. 

Frightened  Americans  with  shrinking 
buying-power  and  high  taxes  are 
climbing  all  over  each  other  to  jump  on 
the  "Proposition  13”  bandwagon  (as  if 
"bureaucrats”  will  REALLY  sacrifice 
their  own  fringe  benefits  and  protect 
public  benefits).  Financiers  shudder  at 
the  dwindling  strength  of  the  dollar.  Low 
income  persons  fearfully  brace  for 
another  winter  with  the  ugly  choice 
between  putting  food  on  the  table  or 
keeping  a  home  warm..  Street  crime  and 
“white  collar”  crime  often  go 
unconte6ted  because  folks  "don’t  want  to 
get  involved.”  And  on  and  on  its  goes. 

How  did  this  society  force  itself  into  a 
corner,  face  first,  cringing  in  fear  of  its 


My  Witness 

Extraordinary  example 
set  by  ordinary  person 


By  VIRGINIA  STOUGH  MARTINO 

Ruth  would  never  have  thought  of 
herself  as  an  inspiration  to  others,  but 
she  was. 

The  year  before  I  met  her,  she  had  a 
malignant  growth  removed  from  her 
intestines,  but  she  regained  her  health  so 
that  she  was  able  to  resume  her  job  as  a 
secretary.  Besides  working  every  day, 
she  was  active  in  church  affairs,  and  still 
found  time  to  visit  with  other  cancer 
patients,  to  give  them  hope  and 
encouragement. 

We  sang  in  the  choir,  and  sat  together, 
so  I  was  able  to  keep  track  of  her 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  empty  chair  offers  us  a  challenge 


To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  issue  reports  that  giving  to  the 
missional  priority  on  world  hunger  is 
tapering  off.  Only  half  of  the  goal  has 
been  reached  thus  far  this  year. 

At  our  Thanksgiving  table,  there  were 
five  people  and  one  empty  chair.  The 
thought  came  to  me  that  the  empty  chair 
could  appropriately  represent  the  one 
person  in  every  six  in  the  world  who  is 
hungry  or  starving.  There  is  an  empty 
chair  at  the  table  of  every  well  fed 
family.  The  problem  of  world  hunger 
would  soon  be  solved  if  every  family 
faced  up  to  the  question:  "What  am  I 
doing  about  the  empty  chair?”  Jesus 
said  to  Peter:  "If  you  love,  me,  feed  my 
lambs  ...  If  you  love  me,  feed  my 
sheep.”  Earl  Mutch 

Chardon,  Ohio 

Reconciliation  needed 

To  the  Editor : 

I  had  determined  that  I  would  not  write 
another  letter  to  the  editor  until  I  had 
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something  constructive  to  say.  Now,  I 
feel  that  I  can  no  longer  keep  quiet. 
Reading  the  Letters  to  the  Editor  of 
TM/UMR  makes  one  want  to  weep.  It 
seems  that  there  are  those  who  have 
forgotten  that  Jesus  came  on  a  mission  of 
reconciliation  and  redemption. 

The  “liberals"  get  in  their  licks  at  the 
“conservatives”  and  the  "conservatives" 
lash  out  at  the  "liberals."  One  isn’t  too 
sold  on  the  Pope  and  others  join  the 
Catholics  in  worshipping  the  Pope,  and 
woe  to  the  individual  who  dares  to  differ 
with  either  group. 

Some  take  it  upon  themselves  to  pass 
judgment  upon  the  “Good  News”  group. 
It  is  a  sorry  situation  when  certain 
people,  of  whatever  beliefs,  attempt  to  be 
judge,  jury  and  executioner  of  their 
fellow  Christians. 

We  have  become  so  busy  criticizing 
and  judging  the  other  person,  the  Lord  of 
us  all  has  been  pushed  aside. 

For  what  it  is  worth,  this  is  just  what 
the  Evil  One  wants.  Someone  wrote  a 
sermon  titled,  "If  I  Were  Satan.”  One  of 
the  things  Satan  would  do,  would  be  to 
create  division  within  the  church.  If  that 
is  what  Satan  wants,  he  is  seeing  it 
happen. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
desperately  needs  a  ministry  of 
reconciliation,  or  else  our  beloved 
Church  is  doomed.  My  suggestion  to 
Methodist  Christians  everywhere,  “Let's 
pray  for  those  who  appear  to  be  dead  set 
on  spiritual  anarchy,  both  "liberal”  and 
"conservative." 

Nelson  Wade 
Savannah,  Tennessee 

UM  curriculum  good 

To  the  Editor: 

I  fail  to  understand  the  statement  of 
Barbara  Moore  of  Oakland,  California,  in 
the  November  17  issue  of  TM/UMR  that 
if  she  had  to  use  United  Methodist 
Curriculum,  she  would  find  another 
denomination. 

Surely  she  has  not  used  The  Adult  Bible 
Studies.  The  lessons  are  so  pertinent  and 
timely  —  so  well  explained  by  dedicated 
Bible  students  —  no  class  could  study 
them  without  having  a  desire  to  be  better 
Christians.  I  have  been  teaching  Sunday 
School  classes  for  many  years  and  have 
never  found  better  literature. 

Mrs.  Edna  Scott 
Cherokee.  Oklahoma 
Fund  needed  to  combat 

liquor  advertising 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  received  my  November  20 
issue  of  Time  Magazine  and  in  it  I 
counted  21  ads  to  encourage  people  to 
drink.  The  thought  then  struck  me,  that 
while  we  are  preparing  to  celebrate  the 
birth  of  Him  who  came  to  demonstrate 
God’s  love,  we  will  be  seeing  more  of 
these  ads  advising  us  to  acquire  the 
“slow  glow"  ( to  quote  one  of  the  ads). 

Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  if  we  could 


cross  denominational  lines  and  set  up  a 
fund  that  all  could  contribute  to  (drinking 
problems  are  found  everywhere).  These 
funds  would  be  received  by  a  central 
interfaith  group  who  would  then  select 
ads  to  be  placed  in  magazines  and  on  TV 
The  ads  could  demonstrate  to  our  fellow 
Americans  that  abstinence,  or  at  least, 
responsible  drinking  habits,  will  leave 
our  heads  clear  to  appreciate  the  birth  of 
our  Savior,  the  love  and  celebrations  we 
have  with  our  families  and  many  more  of 
us  could  live  to  see  a  new  year.  What  do 
you  think?  Luke  T.  Welsh 

Middletown,  New  York 

Wrong  date  cited 

To  the  Editor: 

The  November  24  issue  of  TM/UMR 
included  an  article  by  the  Rev.  Walter  W 
Harding  of  Quincy,  Illinois.  His  "My 
Witness"  article  indicated  that  John 
Wesley’s  Aldersgate  experience 
happened  on  October  24,  1739.  According 
to  most  sources,  the  Aldersgate  heart¬ 
warming  experience  happened  on  May 
24,  1738.  See  Albert  Outler,  John  Wesley, 
Oxford  Univ.  Press;  1964,  p.66  and  67. 

Maybe  Wesley  had  other  heart¬ 
warming  experiences;  I’m  sure  he  did, 
but  the  pivotal  one  was  in  1738. 

Roger  R.  Ricketts 

Rock  Island,  Illinois 
Bishop’s  protest  on  target 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  November  3  issue  of  TM/UMR, 
there  was  an  article  about  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield’s  protest  regarding  the 
national  mission  convocation  that  is 
planned  for  September  1979.  Bishop 
Crutchfield  asks,  "How  can  we  ask  our 
people  to  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  and  World 
Hunger  when  we  are  planning  to  spend 
$1.5  million  on  a  celebration  in  a  resort 
city." 

I  thoroughly  agree  with  Bishop 
Crutchfield.  I  am  a  retired  member  of 
the  Troy  Annual  Conference,  having 
served  as  a  pastor  under  appointment  for 
40  years.  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to 
generate  missionary  vision  and  concern 
in  local  churches  and  how  greatly  many 
of  our  people  would  resent  this  proposed 
use  of  money  which  they  often  give 
sacrificially  for  the  advancement  of  the 
missional  priorities  of  the  church. 

I  recall  particularly  a  somewhat 
similar  regional  celebration  for  the 
northeastern  United  States,  which  was 
held  in  Albany,  New  York,  a  number  of 
years  ago.  It  was  an  occasion  on  which  50 
per  cent  of  the  cost  of  the  dinners  for  500 
people,  plus  printing  costs  and  other 
expenses,  were  charged  to  the 
benevolence  funds  of  the  church. 

Surely  there  must  be  better  means  of 
cultivating  enthusiasm  for  our  Christian 
mission  in  the  world  than  by  wasteful 
publicity  stunts  of  this  kind.  Bishop 
Crutchfield  deserves  the  gratitude  of 
United  Methodists  everywhere  for  his 


courageous  protest. 

Howard  L.  Stimmel 

Greenfield,  Massachusetts 

‘Good  News’  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

A  United  Methodist  missionary  to 
Japan  remarked  at  a  missionary 
conference  that  he  would  not  try  to 
convert  a  Buddhist  to  Christianity  ;  a  boy 
at  a  United  Methodist  camp  broke  down 
in  tears  as  I  explained  to  him  after  a 
committal  service  how  to  receive  Christ 
as  Savior.  "My  pastor  only  ever  told  me 
how  to  be  confirmed.”  I  see  young  people 
from  United  Methodist  Sunday  Schools 
so  spiritually  starved  and  scripturally 
ignorant  they  are  woefully  unable  to 
maintain  a  viable  Christian  witness 
either  on  the  college  campus  or  in  the 
factory.  A  new  family  visits  a  United 
Methodist  church  for  weeks  and  when 
asking  why  they’ve  heard  nothing  of  the 
need  for  a  spiritual  rebirth  are  told  they 
would  be  more  comfortable  in  a 
neighboring  church.  My  finest  Christian 
students  go  to  college  and  find  their 
spiritual  homes  in  non-Methodist 
churches  or  only  United  Methodist 
churches  which  are  firmly  evangelical. 

My  experiences  have  been  most 
different  from  those  of  the  Rev.  Ignacio 
Castuera  (TM/UMR,  November  10).  As  I 
survey  the  spiritual  pap  bordering  on 
godless  rot  which  has  become  so 
cpmmon  in  our  "pluralistic”  church  I  am 
grateful  for  the  perspective  “Good 
News”  provides.  United  Methodists  like 
me.  who  get  upset  and  annoyed  at 
instances  such  as  I  have  cited,  find  in 
"Good  News”  support  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  continue  in  our  denomination. 
Our  church  will  become  increasingly 
a  spiritual  disaster  area  if  we  evan¬ 
gelicals  are  forced  to  leave  Those  whom 
we  impress  as  being  offensive  should 
realize  that  our  hearts  break  for  them. 
They  accuse  us  of  being  divisive  and 
unloving.  Is  to  know  that  one  is  right 
in  God’s  eyes  divisive?  Is  to  insist  that 
the  soul  be  fed  as  well  as  the  body 
unloving?  Dougjas  E  Giffels 

Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania 

‘Upper  Room’  valued 

To  the  Editor: 

We  were  introduced  to  the  "Upper 
Room  Disciplines”  by  a  gift  subscription 
from  our  district  superintendent  last 
Christmas.  I’ve  used  many  daily 
devotional  guides  from  it.  The 
"Disciplines”  are  the  most  "on  target” 
ever,  for  any  wanting  a  deep  quiet-time 
guide. 

They  need  to  be  ordered  ahead  as  only 
a  limited  number  are  printed.  The  cost  is 
$2.50  per  subscription  (or  $2.25  each  for 
10  or  more).  Payment  must  accompany 
an  order  of  $5  or  less  and  should  be  sent 
to  The  Upper  Room,  1908  Grand  Avenue, 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37203. 

Esther  F.Turnbough 

Edina,  Missouri 


activities.  On  Saturdays,  she  cleaned  her 
father’s  house,  for  he  lived  alone  —  her 
mother  had  been  dead  for  many  years. 
The  time  had  come  when  the  old  fellow 
could  no  longer  be  left  alone,  and  he 
wanted  to  return  to  the  neighborhood 
where  the  family  had  lived  when  the 
children  were  young.  This  meant  that 
someone  would  have  to  move  onto  the 
farm  with  him  ;  since  Ruth  was  a  widow, 
the  other  members  of  the  family 
wondered,  “Would  she?”  She  did, 
although  the  move  made  it  necessary  for 
her  to  drive  many  miles  to  her  job. 

When  her  father  became  bedfast,  Ruth 
took  a  leave  of  absence  from  her  work, 
and  devoted  herself  to  his  care.  She 
never  complained,  never  seemed  to  feel 
imposed  upon,  but  said  she  was  glad  she 
could  keep  him  comfortable. 

In  about  a  year,  the  old  man  died.  Ruth 
had  been  feeling  tired,  she  thought  due  to 
the  strain  of  her  father’s  long  sickness. 
When  she  went  to  her  doctor,  however,  he 
put  her  in  the  hospital  —  cancer  had 
recurred,  this  time  in  her  lung.  We  were 
all  worried  about  her,  but  she  stood  the 
removal  of  her  lung  very  well,  and  it 
wasn’t  long  before  she  had  returned  to 
her  old  life  style. 

As  year  went  by,  we  could  see  that 
Ruth  was  becoming  thinner  and  move 
frail-looking.  She  stopped  singing  in  the 
choir,  and  retired  from  her  job.  She  was 
at  church  each  Sunday,  thought,  and  we 
welcomed  the  sight  of  her  pleasant, 
smilling  face.  She  spent  a  lot  of  time  with 
cancer  victims,  giving  hope  and 
encouragement. 

Then  her  sister  had  a  stroke,  and  when 
she  recovered  sufficiently  to  leave  the 
hospital,  Ruth  took  her  in,  and  cared  for 
her  until  she  was  able  to  go  to  her  own 
home. 

One  day  I  asked  Ruth  how  she  was  able 
to  do  so  much  for  other  people;  she 
replied,  “I  have  a  lot  of  faith  in  God.  I 
don’t  do  anything  —  He  does.” 

She  came  to  church  one  Sunday 
morning,  said  how  much  she  enjoyed  the 
service,  and  how  glad  she  was  to  be  well 
enough  to  attend  church.  The  next 
morning  she  lay  down  to  rest,  and  slipped 
quietly  away. 

Ruth  considered  herself  a  very 
ordinary  person;  it  never  occurred  to  her 
that  her  faith  and  courage  had  given 
extraordinary  faith  and  courage  to  many 
others. 


own  shadow?  Who’s  to  say.  Nearly 
everyone  has  a  theory.  In  any  case,  this 
age  of  fear  has  produced  predictable  by¬ 
products.  Many  are  trying  to  escape  to 
the  values  and  attitudes  of  the  past,  in  a 
dizzy  effort  to  return  to  the  days  of  "fun 
and  frolic,”  as  if  problems  will  vanish  by 
being  ignored.  People  are  becoming  less 
concerned  for  the  welfare  of  others  and 
more  concerned  for  their  own.  And,  as 
usual,  burning  crosses  and  twisted 
crosses  have  made  their  vile  re¬ 
appearance,  causing  people  to  point 
accusing  fingers  at  Jews,  blacks, 
Catholics,  left-handed  people,  ANY 
group  which  can  be  a  scapegoat  for  a 
populace  desperate  for  SOMEONE  to 
blame  for  its  internal  and  external 
miseries  and  anxieties.  In  the  general 
attitude  of  preserving  one’s  own  skin, 
many  religion-pushers  have  made  the 
blessed  mandate  of  being  "born  again” 
(John  3:3)  into  something  as  cheap  as 
buying  "protection”  on  the  streets  of 
New  York.  Many  people  are  becoming 
willing  to  say  anything,  do  anything, 
believe  anything,  avoid  anything,  out  6f 
panic. 

This  attitude  is  distressing.  It  is  self- 
defeating  and  in  many  senses  offensive. 
Most  of  all,  for  disciples  of  Jesus,  it  is 
blasphemous. 

No  fear  of  future 

For  those  whose  central  and  real  faith 
lies  only  on  the  foundation  of  this 
country’s  political  dominance,  for  those 
whose  faith  is  based  on  the  maintenance 
of  a  luxurious  standard  of  living,  for 
those  who  seek  to  preserve  their  own 
existence  at  the  expense  of  anyone  else’s, 
the  future  may  indeed  be  as  ominous  as 
the  sound  of  unknown  growling  from 
deep  within  the  bowels  of  an  unexplored 
cave.  But  for  those  who  have  allowed  the 
crucified  and  risen  Jesus  to  take  the 
center  of  their  existence,  THE  FUTURE, 
ULTIMATELY,  HOLDS  NOTHING  TO 
FEAR. 

As  this  "age  of  the  ostrich"  takes  hold, 
disciples  of  Jesus  must  take  extra  pains 
to  remember  that  OUR  GOD  IS  THE 
GOD  WHO  KEEPS  PROMISES.  He 
promised  Abraham  an  inheritance;  He 
delivered  (Genesis  15:7).  He  promised 
Moses  freedom  from  bondage,  and  land; 
He  delivered  (Exodus  3:17).  He  promised 
a  savior;  in  Jesus,  crucified  yet  raised  up 
from  the  bonds  of  death;  He  delivered. 
He  has  promised  that  His  Kingdom  WILL 
come,  that  this  creation  WILL  be 
changed,  that  we  WILL  see  a  NEW 
Jerusalem  (Revelation  21:1-3).  He  will 
deliver. 

Search  for  God 

Our  task  is  to  search,  even  through  the 
milling  and  confused  panic,  to  find  God 
at  work ;  to  find  the  signs  of  the  Kingdom, 
to  proclaim  them,  witness  to  them,  to  roll 
up  our  sleeves  and  join  with  them. 
Rejoice  when  a  confused  and  frightened 
life  becomes  suddenly  aglow  by 
commitment  to  the  risen  Jesus.  Sing  for 
joy  when  groups  of  people,  though  they 
be  struggling  and  in  need,  spare  no  cost 
to  aid  each  other  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 
Shout  for  glory  when  a  starving  child  is 
fed  in  the  name  of  Jesus!  Join  in  when, 
though  the  world  might  be  in  frightened 
silence,  Christians  sing  hymns  of  joy! 
Face  the  future  boldly! 

We  must  always  remember  that  when 
the  earliest  Christians  faced  the  wild 
animals,  the  tortures,  and  the  burning 
crosses  which  would  mean  their  death, 
they  did  not  try  to  pretend  the  dangers 
away,  turn  on  each  other,  point  accusing 
fingers,  or  bury  their  heads  in  the  sand. 
Rather,  they  held  their  heads  up  and 
sang  songs  of  glory  and  praise! 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Geoffrey  W.  Posegate,  is  pastor  of  the 
Bloomfield  UMC  in  Bloomfield, 
Missouri. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  "Here  I  Stand, V 
TM/UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 
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RATE  .55  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 

insertion  $13.75  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 
Service  charge  for  blind  ads  $1  per  insertion 

RESPONSIBLE,  RELIGIOUS  COUPLE  willing  to  be 

houseparents  for  a  cottage  of  8  to  10  teen-age  boys. 
Spouse  free  to  work  full-time  or  to  attend  one  of  the 
four-year  colleges  nearby.  Full  room  and  board  plus 
cash  salary.  Conventional  fringe.  Contact:  Dr.  John 

fF  YOU  BUY  PALM  CROSSES  made  in  Africa,  you 

help  people  whose  income  is  *55.00  per  year  lo  buy 

St.,  Cedartown,  Ga.  30125.  (404  )  748-1500.  An  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. 

educational  needs.  All  work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered  Orders  are  acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  25  lo  guarantee  delivery  by  Palm 
Sunday  Rates  based  on  *4 .00  per  100;  *2  00  per  50.  in 
units  of  50  only.  Only  individual  size  palms  are 
available  African  Palms.  P.O.  Box  575.  Olney.  Md. 
20832 

OAKWOOD,  AN  ADULT  LEARNING  CENTER, 
operated  by  the  North  Indiana  United  Methodist 
Conference,  is  seeking  a  qualified  person  as  director. 
Qualifications  include:  five-year  commitment,  three 
years  of  adult  program,  administration  and  public 
relations  experiences.  Salary  range  —  *18,000- 
*25,000  Address  inquiries  to:  Willis  Gould,  1917  East 

lo  daY  holy  land  and  Greece  tour.  *1.339. 

departing  March  12, 1979  from  Houston.  Contact  Rev. 
Fred  Carter,  Drawer  M,  Tomball,  Tex.  77375,  phone 
(713  )  351-1934. 

Fairfax,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind  46806. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT.  Candler  School 
of  Theology ;  Emory  University,  Atlanta.  Ga  seeks  a 
Director  of  Development  for  the  Candler  School  of 
Theology  This  officer  will  manage  the  fund-raising 
efforts,  communications  and  public  relations 
activities  for  the  school  as  it  relates  to  the  alumni, 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  and  the  general  public  Candidates  must 
have  knowledge  of  an  experience  in  the  United 
Methodist  connectional  system;  (ordination 

FEBRUARY  13  11  DAY  Egypt/Jordan/Israel  with 
Damascus  and  Rome  February  21  11-day 
Jordan/Israel  with  Athens  and  Damascus  February 

26  11-day  Hawaii.  June  24  8-day  Mexico  July  10  15- 
day  Middle  East.  Contact  World  Wide  Christian 
Tours.  P.O.  Box  506.  Elizabethtown.  Ky  42701.  '  502) 
769-5900 

YOUTH/EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  Church  ol  1000- 

plus  members,  city  of  50,000-plus.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  inquiry  to  Harral  Dunnam,  Gregglon  United 
Methodist  Church,  Longview,  Tex.  75604.  (214  )  759- 
3831. 

preferred),  excellent  communications  skills  and 
ability  to  work  as  a  member  of  a  development  team ; 
experience  in  fund-raising  or  related  fields;  and 
freedom  to  travel  extensively  Salary  negotiable. 
Good  fringe  benefits  Send  resume  by  Dec.  30. 1978  lo 
John  W  Stephenson.  Executive  Director  of 
Development.  Emory  University.  Atlanta.  Ga  30322. 
Emory  University  is  an  equal  opportunity/affirma¬ 
tive  action  employer 

DIRECTOR  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  NEW  ENGLAND 

Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Council  on  Ministries.  Senior  program  administrator 
for  the  Southern  New  England  denominational  area 

of  80,000-plus  members  Offices  in  Boston. 
Nominations  of  and  applications  from  qualified 
persons,  lay  or  clergy,  should  be  submitted  by  Jan. 
15, 1979  to  Search  Committee,  c/o  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  K. 
Sweet,  21  Lakeview  Heights,  Niantic,  Conn.  06357. 

RETIRE  SECURE  AND  INDEPENDENT  in 
Methodist  Home  Write:  Forest  Hill  Manor,  Pacific 
Grove.  Calif.  93950,  or  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice  St.. 
Oakland.  Calif  94612 

FREE  DETAILS:  Electric  Bed  Warmer  Belter  t*-an 

an  electric  blanket  You  sleep  ON  it.  P.O.  Box  5921. 
.Sarasota.  Fla  33579 

LONDON  URBAN  CAMPS  at  Wesley's  Chapel:  for 

groups  and  individual  young  people  lo  encounter 
their  Wesleyan  heritage  and  explore  the  church's 
mission  today  7-14  days  per  camp.  April-August 
Write  Wesley  Community.  49  City  Road.  London. 
ECI.  England 

LOOKING  FOR  A  Summer  Mission  Opportunity  for 

vour  youth  group0  Write  Mountain  T.O.P.,  Box  23536. 
Nashville.  Tenn  37202. 
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Pentagon  tagged  U.S.’s 4Jim  Jones’ 

Disarmament  convocation  blasts  ‘madness’  of  arms  race 


NEW  YORK  —  Folk  singers  Pete  Seeger  (left)  and  the  Rev.  Fred  Kirkpatrick  sing 
during  a  public  liturgy  and  celebration  held  at  Riverside  Church  here  Dec.  5  as  a  part 
Of  a  national  “Reverse  the  Arms  Race”  convocation.  (See  related  article.)  Mr. 
’Seeger,  long-time  peace  and  environmental  activist,  and  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  former 
cultural  director  of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference,  often  appeared 
y  together  during  the  1960s  as  a  part  of  both  peace  and  civil  rights  activism. 


PHOTO  BY  JOHN  GOODWIN 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  The  Pentagon  has 
become  American  society’s  “Jim 
Jones,"  complete  with  civil  defense 
“Kool  Aid"  drills  to  prepare  citizens  for 
“mass  suicide  of  unthinkable  pro¬ 
portions." 

That  was  the  opening  charge  and 
prevailing  theme  as  700  persons  gathered 
at  Riverside  Church  here  last  week  for  a 
national  “Reverse  the  Arms  Race" 
convocation. 

The  opening  charge  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin,  Riverside 
Church  minister  and  organizer  of  the 
convocation.  Lending  support  to  Dr. 
Coffin’s  analysis  during  the  next  two 
days  of  speeches  and  discussions  were  a 
long  string  of  disarmament  advocates, 
including  public  officials,  theologians 
and  representatives  from  organized 
labor. 

Referring  to  the  mass  suicide  of 
followers  of  the  People's  Temple  cult  in 
Guyana  last  month,  Dr.  Coffin  said: 
“Today  the  Pentagon  is  Rev.  Jones,  once 
a  dad  to  us,  making  us  feel'  good,  giving 


Unlike  most  United  Methodists 


Members  rejoin  church  annually 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

OVERLAND  PARK,  Kans.  -  Some 
-may  call  it  shocking,  some  simply 
•unnecessary,  but  to  at  least  most  of  the 
members  of  a  United  Methodist  church 
•here,  it  makes  sense:  the  notion  that 
•  church  membership  should  be  renewed 
-annually. 

.  For  the  second  year  in  a  row  earlier 
this  month,  members  of  Indian  Heights 
UMC  filed  forward  during  worship 
services  to  renew  their  membership 
-.“covenants"  and  submit  signed  cards 
-making  specific  commitments  to 
ministry  for  the  coming  year. 

It’s  serious  business 

The  renewal  service,  set  by  design  for 
the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  (the  beginning 
of  the  church  liturgical  year),  was  a  time 
of  celebration,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Virgil  Brady,  pastor  —  but  it  was  also 
serious  business.  Annual  recommitment, 
admittedly  outside  the  realm  of  UM 
tradition,  says  loudly  and  clearly,  he 
believes,  “We  will  not  prostitute  the 
church.  We  are  serious  about  being  the 
body  of  Christ." 

It  also  says,  by  implication,  Mr.  Brady 
adds,  that  persons  seeking  a  local  church 
may  be  more  comfortable  elsewhere  if 
they  aren’t  willing  to  make  —  and  renew 
—  commitments  for  their  prayers, 
presence,  gifts  and  service  to  that 
church. 

,  For  a  variety  of  reasons,  not  all  long¬ 
time  members  of  the  Indian  Heights 
•church  have  agreed  to  “recovenant" 
annually  —  in  fact,  about  one-third  have 
not,  Mr.  Brady  reports.  But  new 
members  have  no  choice.  Anyone  joining 
the  church  since  November  1977  must 
make  a  commitment  to  rejoin  each  year. 

Grew  out  of  membership  study 

Membership  covenant  as  a  lifestyle  at 
Indian  Heights  grew  out  of  a  1976  church¬ 
wide  study  of  the  meaning  of 
membership,  Mr.  Brady  told  TM/UMR 
last  week.  Noting  that  in  the  past, 
persons  could  join  the  church  and  not 
give n themselves  to  it  in  any  way,  the 
Council  on  Ministries  agreed  “it  is 
important  for  the  church  to  establish 
meaningful  expectations  for  us  as 
.  members.  We  affirm  the  importance  of 
■discipline  and  accountability  as  we 
affirm  our  freedom." 

The  renewal  covenant  which  evolved 
provides  both,  the  pastor  and  others 
believe.  The  signed  statement  pledges 
the  signer  to  provide  money  “in 
proportion  to  my  income"  without 
specifying  the  proportion.  It  includes 
filling  out  a  commitment  to  ministry 
card,  on  which  members  indicate  their 
willingness  to  serve  the  church  in  various 
ways.  It  commits  the  signer  to  attend 
worship  “regularly”  but  lets  each  person 


define  “regularly." 

In  short,  the  pastor  says,  the  covenant 
makes  each  member  come  to  terms  with 
"what  we  have  to  do  or  believe  to  be  a 
church  member." 

Those  who  refuse  to  renew  their 
membership  in  this  way  usually  do  so  on 
the  grounds  that  "it’s  faith  that  makes 
me  a  Christian,  not  a  contract." 
Furthermore,  they  say,  "Signing  my 
name  doesn’t  make  me  a  better 
member.” 

Those  who  do  sign,  however,  say  it 
helps  them  not  to  take  their  membership 
for  granted.  It  helps  them  think  ahead 
each  year  about  their  service  and 
commitment.  And  the  renewal  worship 
service  itself  cements  the  congregation 
as  "the  whole  body  reestablishing  its 
covenant  together.  ” 

Church  leaders  find  added  benefits  in 
the  service  commitment  cards  which 
help  them  match  persons  and  jobs  more 
effectively.  And  they  say  new  members 


report  it’s  good  to  know  what’s  expected 
of  them  before  they  join  —  and  good  to 
become  involved  more  quickly  and  more 
fruitfully  because  of  their  covenant 
cards. 

Finally,  Mr.  Brady  says,  the  renewed 
covenant  cards  help  him  stay  more 
involved  with  the  lives  and  concerns  of 
members.  “If  an  active  church  family 
does  not  sign  a  card,  that’s  a  flag  to  me 
that  there  may  be  problems  between  us 
which  need  airing,  or  personal  concerns 
in  that  family  which  need  ministry." 

What  about  pre-1977  members  who 
flatly  refuse  to  sign?  Are  they  going  to  be 
dropped  from  the  rolls?  “Of  course  not," 
he  says.  “As  long  as  they  stay  active  in 
any  way,  we  need  them." 

The  annual  membership  renewal 
covenant  simply  says  that,  “from  now 
on,  we’re  going  to  be  more  serious  about 
what  commitment  means,  and  we’re 
going  to  take  a  fresh  look  at  it  every 
year." 


The  church  today 


TV  special  sets 
Christmas  in  2010 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  futuristic 
Christmas  in  the  year  2010^  when 
celebrating  the  birth  of  Jesus  is 
forbidden  and  people  worship 
"conspicuous  consumption,"  will  be 
described  in  a  Mac  Davis  Christmas 
television  special  on  the  NBC  network, 
Dec.  19. 

"A  Mac  Davis  Special:  Christmas 
Odyssey  2010,"  will  describe  a  society 
which  celebrates  “Commerce  Day” 
instead  of  Christmas  Day  on  Dec.  25, 
where  the  people  have  been  brainwashed 
to  forget  even  the  name  of  Christ. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  country  music  award 
winning  entertainer,  said  Christmas 
continues  to  become  more  and  more 
commercialized  with  no  end  in  sight.  He 
said  "Christmas  Odyssey  2010"  is  his 
imaginative  response  to  a  question  on  the 
minds  of  many  people:  “What  would 
Christmas  really  be  like  with  Christ 
completely  removed  from  the  holiday?  " 

Evangelist  says  Jones 
cult  not  Christianity 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham  has  declared  that  "one  may 
speak  of  the  (Jim)  Jones  situation  as  that 
of  a  cult,  but  it  would  be  a  sad  mistake  to 
identify  it  in  any  way  with  Christianity." 

In  an  Op  Ed  article  in  The  New  York 
Times  (Dec.  5)  the  famed  preacher,  who 
is  conducting  a  crusade  in  Singapore, 
said  of  the  People’s  Temple  leader,  “It  is 
true  that  he  came  from  a  religious 
background  but  what  he  did  and  how  he 


thought  have  no  relationship  to  the  views 
and  teachings  of  any  legitimate  form  of 
historic  Christianity." 

Mr.  Graham  asserted  that  in  Jim 
Jones  “we  have  witnessed  a  false 
messiah  who  used  the  cloak  of  religion  to 
cover  a  confused  mind  filled  with  a 
mixture  of  pseudo-religion,  political 
ambition,  sensual  lust,  financial  dis¬ 
honesty  and,  apparently,  even  murder 
None  of  this  has  anything  to  do  with 
true  faith  in  God.” 


Bishop  John  Owen  Smith  dies; 
headed  UMC’s  Atlanta  Area 

ATLANTA  (RNA)  —  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  John  Owen  Smith,  who 
served  as  episcopal  leader  of  the  church 
in  Atlanta  from  1960  to  1972,  died  here 
Dec.  3  at  the  age  of  76  after  a  long  illness. 

A  native  of  Johnston,  S.C.,  he  was  a 
graduate  of  Wofford  College  and  earned 
his  B.D.  at  Yale  in  1925.  After  being 
ordained  elder  in  1929,  he  served  several 
appointments  in  South  Carolina  until  his 
election  to  the  episcopacy  in  July  1960. 

For  four  years  after  his  retirement  in 
1972,  Bishop  Smith  served  as 
"churchman  in  residence"  at  the 
Candler  School  of  Theology  of  Emory 
University  here.  He  was  the  author  of 
“Give  the  Whole  Gospel  A  Chance." 

In  addition  to  his  service  on  several 
national  UM  boards,  Bishop  Smith  was 
an  accredited  visitor  at  the  founding 
assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Amsterdam  in  1948,  and  a 
voting  delegate  to  the  Second  Assembly 
of  the  WCC  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  in  1954. 


People  in  the  news. . . 


Alternate  giving  suggested 

"Nine  out  of  10  people  you  talk  with 
are  disenchanted  with  the  Christmas 
jingle  of  the  cash  register,"  says 
United  Methodist  mission  interpreter 
June  Barneson  of  Chico,  Calif.  She 
enthusiastically  recommends  folks 
divert  gifts  into  life  supporting  and 
life  saving  projects,  “to  break  out  of 
the  buying  sprees  our  celebrations 
seem  to  demand."  Picking  up  on  that 
idea  is  St.  Mark’s  UMC  in  Sacramento 
which  encourages  members  to  go 
shopping  in  their  list  of  Advance 
Specials  (second-mile  giving  to  UM 
mission  projects)  to  give  in  place  of 
gifts  to  people  who  already  “have 
everything." 

Great-grandmother  still  sings 

She  thought  she  was  too  old  to  sing 
solos,  says  88-year-old  Myrtle  Barnes, 
but  friends  in  Messiah  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Springfield, 
Va.,  coaxed  her  out  of  retirement  to 
sing  a  solo  in  the  church’s 
presentation  of  Handel’s  “Messiah" 
this  month.  “I  guess  you  are  never  too 
old  to  sing.  I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord  as 
long  as  I  live,"  says  “Grandma 
Barnes.” 

Best  thing  around 

Retiring  after  six  years  as  news 
editor  of  the  New  Mexico  conference 


edition  of  TM/UMR,  Twila  Roller 
says  the  experience  has  taught  her 
more  about  United  Methodism  than 
she  had  ever  known  before.  More  than 
you  wanted  to  know?  Oh,  no,  she  says. 
"I  have  been  disillusioned  in  some 
areas  but  it’s  still  the  best  thing 
around  and  I  would  recommend  the 
UMC  to  anyone." 

Pure  Americanese 

Pope  John  Paul  II  looked  puzzled  as 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.,  drew  his  finger  across 
the  map  of  the  United  States  point¬ 
ing  out  the  “Bible  Belt."  Bible  I 
understand,  said  the  pontiff,  “but  I 
don’t  understand  belt."  So  Bishop 
Carroll  Dozier  introduced  him  to  the 
expression  and  now  the  Pope  has 
added  a  "pure  Americanese”  phrase 
to  his  multi-lingual  vocabulary. 

An  ‘original’  Pilgrim 

He’s  Elder  William  Brewster, 
spiritual  leader  of  the  early  day 
Pilgrims.  Actually,  he’s  Bishop 
Edward  G.  Carroll,  United  Methodist 
bishop  of  the  Boston  Area  who  donned 
the  pilgrim  costume  to  join  50  local 
residents  —  mostly  members  of 
Plymouth  (Mass.)  UMC,  portraying 
each  of  the  surviving  pilgrims  who 
celebrated  the  first  Thanksgiving. 
Bishop  Carroll  also  preached  at  the 


Bishop  Carroll 


357th  ecumenical  Thanksgiving 
service  held  there  Nov.  23.  speaking 
on  the  basic  need  of  all  people  to  offer 
thanksgiving. 


us  security,  providing  direction  (for  our 
lives.  Once  an  honorable  institution,  it  is 
showing  some  of  the  same  paranoia  and 
megalomania  that  afflicted  Jones  in  his 
last  month. 

“Like  Jones,  it  has  conditioned  us.  in 
our  case,  by  ever  rising  military  costs,  so 
that  we  are  in  the  same  danger  as  Rev 
Jones'  followers  of  passively  giving  over 
to  the  Pentagon  the  power  to  cause  our 
own  destruction. 

‘Kool  Aid’  drills 

To  thunderous  applause,  Dr.  Coffin 
went  on  to  compare  civil  defense  drills  to 
Mr.  Jones'  “Kool  Aid"  drills.  "Of  course, 
it  is  called  a  test  of  patriotic  loyalty  to 
prove  our  willingness  to  die  for  our 
country,"  he  continued.  "Isn’t  it  time  for 
some  people  to  refuse  the  drill,  saying: 
‘This  is  madness.’?" 

Also  using  the  word  ••madness"  to 
describe  the  arms  race  was  Dr.  Robert 
McAfee  Brown  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary.  Speaking  on  “Theological 
Implications  of  the  Arms  Race,"  Dr 
Brown  said,  “Our  theology  must  grow 
out  of  our  situation,  and  our  situation  is 
one  of  madness.  We  have  the  nuclear 
capability  of  killing  everyone  in  the 
world  12  times  and  we  want  to  keep 
escalating  in  an  effort  to  kill  them  16 
times.  The  more  weapons  we  have,  the 
more  insecure  we  feel,  so  we  build  more 
weapons.  There’s  no  logic  to  it.  We  are 
mad.  So,  theologically  we  must  start  at 
the  point  of  madness." 

Gospel’s  ‘moral  madness'’ 

Dr.  Brown  called  upon  Christians  to  pit 
the  “moral  madness"  of  the  gospel 
against  the  nuclear  madness  of  society. 
He  said  several  Old  Testament  prophets 
were  considered  “mad"  because  they  did 
not  conform  to  the  norms  of  their  society. 
He  urged  contemporary  Christians  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  prophets  and  to 
refuse  to  conform  to  the  norms  of  society 
"Let’s  opt  for  moral  madness,"  Dr 
Brown  said. 

He  challenged  Christians  to  "quit 
trusting  the  military,  who  in  turn  trust 
the  computers,  which  ultimately  decide 
when  the  formula  is  right  for  war.  This  is 
idolatry." 

UMC  well 
represented 
in  Congress 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  United 
Methodists  are  still  the  next  to  largest 
denominational  group  in  Congress, 
behind  Roman  Catholics,  according  to  a 
survey  done  by  “Christianity  Today."  an 
Illinois-based  evangelical  magazine. 

The  total  of  United  Methodist  senators  j 
fell  to  18,  down  from  20  in  the  last  ' 
Congress,  and  UM  representatives  now 
total  57,  down  from  60.  The  denomi¬ 
nation,  along  with  the  United  Church 
of  Christ,  suffered  the  most  losses. 

Catholics  in  Congress  total  128,  one 
seat  having  been  lost  by  the  death  of  Rep. 
Leo  Ryan  of  California  in  Guyana,  Nov. 

18. 

The  Congress  will  have  a  record 
number  of  Jewish  members  —  seven 
senators  and  23  representatives. 

UM  clergyman  Robert  W.  Edgar  of 
Pennsylvania  was  re-elected  to  his  House 
seat.  He  joins  three  other  ordained 
representatives. 

A  list  of  United  Methodists  in  Congress 
follows  : 

SENATORS:  Bayh  (D-Ind.).,  Boren  (D- 
Okla.),  Bumpers  (D-Ark.),  Dole  (R- 
Kan.),  Heflin  (D-Ala.),  Huddleston  (D- 
Ky.),  Inouye  (D-Hawaii),  Long  (D-La), 
Lugar  (R-Ind.),  McClure  (R-Idaho). 

Also,  McGovern  (D-S.D.),  Nelson  (D- 
Wis.),  Nunn  (D-Ga),  Riegle  (D-Mich.), 
Sasser  (D-S.D.),  SChmitt  (R-N.M. ), 
Stewart  (D-Ala  ),  Tower  (R-Tex  ), 
REPRESENTATIVES:  Abdnor  (R- 
S.D.),  Beard  (R-Tenn.),  Bedell  (D- 
Iowa),  Bethune  (R-Ark.),  Boner  (D- 
Tenn.),  Brademas  (D-Ind),  Brooks  (D- 
Tex.),  Brown  (D-Calif.),  Chappell  Jr.  (D- 
Fla . ) ,  Cheney  ( R-Wyo. ) . 

Also,  Chisholm  (D-N.Y.),  Conable  <R- 
N.Y.),  Corman  (D-Calif.),  Courier  (R- 
N.J.),  D.  Crane  < R-Ill. ) .  P  Crane  (R- 
111),  Davis  (D-S.D  ),  Devine  (R-Ohio), 
Dickinson  (R-Alaska),  Duncan  (D-Ore.) 

Edgar  (D-Penn.),  English  (D-Okla), 
Fithian  (D-Ind.),  Goodling  (R-Penn.), 
Grisham  (R-Calif.),  Gudger  (D-N.C.), 
Hamilton  (D-Ind  ),  Hawkins  (D-Calif  ), 
Holland  ( D-S.C. ) ,  Hopkins  ( R-Ky . ) . 

Huckaby  (D-La.),  Jenrette  t  D-S.C.), 
Lent  (R-N.Y.),  McDonald  (D-Ga.), 
Miller  (R-Ohio),  Mineta  (D-Calif.), 
Mitchell  (R-N.Y.),  Nichols  (R-N.Y.), 
Pickle  (D-Tex.),  Quillen  (R-Tenn.). 

Rhodes  (R-Ariz.),  Roberts  (D-Tex  ), 
Sebelius  (R-Kan.),  Sharp  (Dnlnd.), 
Smith  (D-lowa),  Smith  (R-Neb.), 
Staggers  (D-W.Va.),  Steed  <  D-Okla). 
Stockman  (R-Mich.),  Stokes  (D-Ohio). 

And,  Swift  ( D-Wash. ) ,  Taylor  ( R-Mo. ) , 
Treen  (R-La.),  Whithurst  (R-Va.i, 
Wilson  (D-Tex.),  Wylie  (R-Ohio),  Young 
(R-Fla.), 

The  magazine  tabulated  the  religious 
affiliations  of  the  governors  of  all  50 
states  and  reported  that  only  two  are 
United  Methodists:  Gov.  Riley  (D-S.C.) 
and  Gov.  Jay  Hammond  ( R-Alaska  > 
After  the  1976  elections  there  were  five. 

Roman  Catholics  occupy  the  largest 
number  of  governors’  mansions  —  12. 
Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians  are 
each  represented  by  eight  governors. 
Baptists  by  seven  and  Lutherans  by  five. 
Three  governors  are  United  Church  of 
Christ,  two  are  Mormons,  two  are 
Unitarian  Universalists  and  one  is 
Christian  ( Disciples  of  Christ ) . 


Ending  on  an  optimistic  note,  Dr 
Brown  said  the  Advent  season  reminds 
us  that  in  spite  of  everything  there  is 
hope. 

“Christ  is  coming,"  he  said  “How  will 
He  come  this  year9  We  need  to  be  ready 
for  surprises.  We  may  someday  reverse 
the  arms  race  because  we  are  convinced 
there  is  that  in  our  universe  which  sides 
with  good  and  against  evil." 

Pete  Seeger  sings 

Participants  in  the  convocation  came 
from  all  over  the  United  States,  although 
predominantly  from  the  Northeast,  and 
represented  a  wide  range  of  church  and 
secular  organizations.  Activities 
included  a  public  liturgy  and  celebration 
reminiscent  of  the  peace  movement  of 
the  1960s,  complete  with  music  by  per¬ 
ennial  peace  and  environmental  activist 
Pete  Seeger. 

Among  other  speakers  on  the  two-day 
agenda  were: 

•  Dr.  Richard  Barnet,  founder  of  the 
Institute  for  Policy  Studies  —  “When  a 
person  on  an  airplane  threatens  to  blow 
the  plane  up,  we  call  that  terrorism. 
When  a  military  official  or  a  head  of  state 
threatens  to  kill  millions  of  people,  we 
call  that  strategy.  Many  people  suffer 
under  the  misconception  that  we  have  a 
nuclear  arsenal  that  is  not  meant  for  use, 
but  for  deterrence.  But  every  day  the 
people  in  charge  of  the  arsenal  go  to  work 
with  just  the  opposite  assumption." 

•  Richard  Greenwood,  International 
Machinists  Union  —  “Workers  are  being 
blackmailed  into  accepting  war 
production.  Well,  machinists  do  not  want 
that  kind  of  money.  When  that  war 
comes,  we  know  whose  sons  and 
daughters  will  pay  the  price.  " 

•  Congressman  Ronald  V.  Dellums  (D- 
Calif.)  —  “I  am  convinced  that  the 
United  States  is  preparing  to  be  able  to 
launch  a  first-strike  attack  against  the 
Soviet  Union.  This  is  a  scary  world  with 
real  problems  —  inflation,  unem¬ 
ployment,  poverty,  hunger,  energy.  But  I 
am  absolutely  certain  that  one  threat  is 
not  real  —  the  alleged  possibility  of  a 
Soviet  nuclear  attack  on  the  United 


States.  Much  of  our  arsenal  is.  at  best,  a 
waste." 

•  Yuri  Kapralov,  first  secretary  of  the 
Soviet  embassy  —  "Nobody  can  win  the 
arms  race  and  nobody  will  feel  safer  if  it 
continues.  For  us,  war  just  doesn't  make 
sense  and  would  serve  no  practical  pur¬ 
pose.  I  welcome  the  kind  of  thing  the 
Riverside  Church  disarmament  program 
is  doing  here." 

Over-giving 
to  children 
deplored 

PITTSBURGH  (RNS)  -  A  Roman 
Catholic  pastor  here  has  urged  parents  to 
resist  ever-increasing  pressures  to  over¬ 
indulge  their  children  with  worthless 
Christmas  gifts  they  can't  afford. 

“The  pressure  on  parents  to  indulge 
their  children  with  gifts  is  so  great  that 
no  one  set  of  parents  can  really  resist  it," 
said  Father  Carl  J.  Gentile,  in  a 
newsletter  sent  to  parishioners  of  St. 
Catherine  of  Siena  Church. 

Responsible  and  meaningful  gift¬ 
giving  is  not  just  being  realistic.  Father 
Gentile  said.  It  is  “very  much  a  part  of 
the  Christian  values  that  are  rooted  in 
the  Christ  whose  birth  we  celebrate.  It 
may  well  be  the  only  authentic  way 
Christians  can  celebrate  Christmas  in 
this  day  and  age." 

“If  our  families  give  their  children 
only  what  they  could  afford  —  and  if  our 
parents  sat  down  with  their  children  and 
discussed  why  we  have  to  live  within  our 
means,  then  we  shall  have  given  to  our 
children  gifts  that  are  priceless,"  Father 
Gentile  said. 

“A  good  sense  of  responsibility,  a  clear 
picture  of  life  as  it  is,  and  a  taste  for 
witnessing  a  life  of  simplicity  —  beautiful 
gifts  indeed,"  he  said. 


UMs  fight  hunger  with  $  1  million  in  gifts 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.  —  Youth  help  unload  a  van  full  of  gifts  from  a  Missouri  Area  local 
church  here  Nov.  25,  as  some  1,500  persons  assemble  for  the  fifth  annual  Bishop's 
Thanksgiving  Convocation.  While  final  figures  are  still  being  tallied,  cash  and  other 
gifts  to  fight  hunger  are  expected  to  exceed  last  year’s  total  of  $326,000,  convocation 
officials  report.  Meanwhile,  despite  a  daylong  freeze  and  icy  roads,  15,000  United 
Methodists  were  on  hand  in  Topeka  Dec.  2,  for  a  Kansas  East  conference  Bishop’s 
Roundup  for  Hunger.  Goods  totalling  more  than  $140,000  were  unloaded,  with  more  to 
come  when  road  conditions  permit,  and  346  of  the  conference’s  355  local  churches 
participated.  And  in  the  UMC’s  Arkansas  Area,  an  “in-gathering”  to  alleviate  world 
hunger  brought  in  more  than  one-half  million  dollars  Nov.  25.  Area  Bishop  Kenneth  W. 
Hicks  and  Arkansas  Governor-elect  Bill  Clinton  were  both  on  hand  to  help  a  turn-out 
of  1 .400  persons  celebrate  the  event.  Missouri  umr  piioto 


Learning  — 

yearning 


At  two  Methodist  homes  in  Chondrokol,  Hyberobod.  indio  more 
than  190  eoger  girls  and  boys  from  Christian  families  ore  learn¬ 
ing  many  things  that  moy  moke  their  futures  brighter.  Growing 
emotionolly.  mentally  and  spiritually  in  an  atmosphere  of  love 
ond  concern  has  helped  lead  hundreds  of  former  students  to 
become  pastors,  teachers,  nurses  ond  community  leoders.  With¬ 
out  the  help  provided  through  the  World  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  many  children  would  miss  such  an  education. 

_  It  takes  $100  o  year  to  core  for  each  boy  or 

girl,  but  your  gift  in  any  amount  will  help 

YOUR  GIR  WILL  MAKE  THEIR  FUTURES  DRIGHTER 


{L 


ADMNCE 

Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
World  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  NY  10027 
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Religion ,  arts  seen  close  allies 


"Music  and  art  and  poetry  attune 
the  soul  to  God  because  they  induce 
a  kind  of  contact  with  the  Creator 
and  Ruler  of  the  Universe.'* 

—  Thomas  Merlon 

By  Religious  Stews  Service 
Creative  artists  and  church  people 
seem  to  agree  with  this  statement  from 
the  late  Trappist  poet  and  mystic.  It  is  a 
truism  to  say  that  one  cannot  understand 
or  appreciate  the  culture  of  our 
civilization  without  a  knowledge  of  the 
Bible 

And  cultural  appreciation  is  now  being 
stressed  in  congregations  of  many 
denominations  in  an  effort  to  help  lay 
persons  grasp  the  theological  meanings 
to  be  found  in  contemporary  works  of  art. 
(See  accompanying  photos.)  In  some 
instances,  actors,  musicians  aqd 
cinematographers  are  taking  part  in 
such  programs  to  explore  the  deeper 
meanings  of  their  creations. 

Christ  Church  United  Methodist  in  New 
York  City  has  launched  a  model  Project 
on  Arts  and  Values  with  a  $25,000  grant 
from  the  Phillips  Foundation.  Under  the 
direction  of  the  Rev,  Frank  Lloyd  Dent, 
associate  for  education  and  the  arts,  the 
project  is  sponsoring  several  "lecture 
presentations"  to  explore  the  relations 
between  religion  and  such  art  forms  as 
theater,  dance,  film  and  mime. 

British  actor  Alec  McCowen  gave  the 
first  presentation  of  the  program, 
featuring  his  Broadway  hit  performance 
—  telling  the  entire  Gospel  of  St.  Mark 
from  memory 

Other  presentations  include  a  study  of 
how  American  film  explores  social 
criticism,  by  photographer/ film  director 
Willard  Van  Dyke;  a  celebration  of 
dance  as  religious  expression  by  dance 
critic  Walter  Terry  and  members  of  the 
Boston  Ballet ;  and  an  examination  of  the 
conflict  between  private  conscience  and 
public  duty  in  drama,  by  director/ 
theater  scholar  Norris  Houghton  and 
selected  performers. 

Churches  are  not  the  only  institutions 
to  sponsor  such  programs.  Minneapolis' 
famed  Tyrone  Guthrie  Theater  offers  a 
program  in  adult  religious  education  in 
which  discussions  are  held  on  the 
religious  themes  to  be  found  in  plays  by 
Shakespeare.  Ibsen,  Tennessee  Williams 
and  other  great  dramatists. 

Seminarians  are  offered  internships  in 
church-theater  relations  at  the  Guthrie  in 
which  they  prepare  discussion  guides  for 
each  play.  The  seminars  focus  on  such 


questions  as;  "What  is  the  human 
situation  and  what  does  it  mean  to  be 
human?"  "How  do  we  close  ourselves  off 
from  God?"  and  "How  is  God  present 
and  working  in  the  world?" 

Livingston  Biddle,  chairman  of  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
( NEA ) ,  has  also  emerged  as  a  champion 
of  partnership  between  the  arts  and 
religion.  He  noted  at  a  recent  conference 
that  the  1965  act  which  established  his 
agency  had  a  declaration  of  purpose  to 
"cultivate  the  inspirational  values  of  the 
human  spirit." 

Since  money  from  the  NEA  cannot  go 
directly  to  churches,  it  must  be  used  for 
non-ecclesiastical  purposes  to  benefit 
communications,  Mr.  Biddle  pointed  out. 
This  is  particularly  appropriate  in 
programs  which  promote  ethnic  arts,  he 
said. 

Art  and  black  experience 

An  innovative  program  along  these 
lines  has  been  instituted  at  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  a  multi-racial  congregation. 
Through  a  grant  from  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race,  the  church  has  appointed 
William  Gilmore,  a  church  musician  and 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  bar,  as  its 
director  of  the  arts  education  and  black 
experience. 

Helen  Lloyd,  chairperson  of  the 
project's  coordinating  committee,  said, 
"We  want  to  begin  a  relational  pattern  in 
our  local  church  between  black  artists 
and  the  congregation  in  order  to 
establish  new  possibilities  in  Christian 
education,  worship  and  evangelism.  We 
are  hoping  to  evolve  a  model  of  how  a 
local  church  might  creatively  combine 
the  gospel,  the  arts  and  black 
experience." 

Ethnic  tradition  supported 

As  Christian  missionaries  have  begun 
to  support,  rather  than  denigrate, 
regional  cultures  in  recent  years,  so 
Christian  artists  have  begun  to  promote 
ethnic  traditions  around  the  world  as 
they  seek  to  express  religious  ideas 
through  the  arts. 

In  September,  46  artists  from  all  parts 
of  Asia  concluded  a  week-long 
consultation  in  Bali.  Indonesia,  by 
organizing  as  an  "Association  of 
Christian  Artists  in  Asia." 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  Awaiting  judgment  from  the  bishop  (seated)  are  St.  Clare 
and  St.  Francis  of  Assisi. (left)  in  a  scene  from  an  original  chancel  drama  about  the 
life  of  St.  Francis  written  by  two  United  Methodist-related  Oklahoma  City  University 
professors:  Bob  Varga  and  Claire  Jones.  OCU  drama  students  have  been  presenting 
the  play  this  fall  in  area  churches.  Ms.  Jones  says.  "This  is  a  contemporary  version  of 
a  story  about  two  people  with  a  very  unique  relationship  to  each  other  and  to  God." 

OKLAHOMA  CONTACT  UMR  PHOTO 


Dear  United  Methodist: 

a  Few  people  who 
saw  me  as  a  child  — 
placed  in  a  Detroit 
orphanage  at  five 
months  and  on  my  own 
in  New  York  City's 
ghetto  as  a  teenager  — 
would  ever  have 
believed  that  one  day  I 
would  finish  high 
school,  Bennett  College, 

Mehany  Medical  and  a 

surgery  residency  in  ^ 

Harlem.  But  because  of 
God's  help  through  the 
Methodist  Church,  and 
a  lot  of  loving  and  caring  people,  it  did  happen. 

"That's  why  I'm  appealing  now  for  your  support 
of  the  twelve  colleges  in  the  Black  College  Fund, 
institutions  which  have  meant  so  much  to  Black 
Americans.  Black  colleges  have  performed  a  task  others 
were  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  do.  They  continue 
to  make  a  contribution  unique  to  Black  institutions. 
"Thanks  to  you  and  to  your  church  for  recognizing 
ea.  I 


this  critical  need 


H 


/H.  A 


PITTSFIELD. 
Mass.  —  Perform¬ 
ing  an  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  creation  are 
members  of 
"Selah,”  a  sacred 
dance  group  from 
here  who  express 
faith  through  their 
bodies  as  well  as 
mind  and  spirit. 
They  are  perform¬ 
ing  at  a  celebration 
this  fall  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut-Western 
Massachusetts  Dis¬ 
trict  of  United 
Methodism's  South¬ 
ern  New  England 
Conference. 
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The  association  will  seek  to  promote 
the  use  of  indigenous  Asian  art  forms  in 
the  illustration  of  Christian  themes,  to 
encourage  young  Christian  artists,  and  to 
find  ways  in  which  the  Asian  churches 
can  be  made  more  aware  of  the  riches  of 
their  own  culture. 

As  Christian  artists  experiment  with 
new  forms  of  expression,  some  are  going 
back  into  church  history  to  rediscover 
the  riches  of  medieval  art  forms.  Dr 
Cynthia  Bourgeault,  a  deacon  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  a  lecturer  in 
English  at  Swarthmore  College,  has 
urged  that  medieval  religious  drama  be 
used  in  church-related  schools. 

Writing  in  the  October  issue  of 
"Momentum,"  the  journal  of  the 
National  Catholic  Educational 
Association  —  a  special  issue  on  the 
theme,  "The  Aesthetic  Experience."  — 
Dr.  Bourgeault  wrote  of  medieval 
religious  drama  that  "not  only  does  it 
provide  a  rich  and  challenging  artistic 
experience,  but  it  leads,  hopefully,  to 
rediscovery  of  what  is  truly  ‘our  own 
thing’:  what  the  Catholic  school,  and 
even  more  importantly,  what  religious 
sensibility  as  a  whole  is  all  about.” 


NEW  YORK  — 

British  actor  Alec 
McCowen  (right) 
stands  with  the 
Rev.  David  J.  Ran¬ 
dolph,  senior  minis¬ 
ter  of  Christ  Church 
United  Methodist 
here  after  receiv¬ 
ing  the  First  Am¬ 
bassador  Award  for 
excellence  in  com¬ 
munication  from 
the  church. 

The  name  of  the 
award  is  based  on 
II  Corinthians  5:20, 

"So  we  are  ambas¬ 
sadors  for  Christ, 

God  making  his  ap¬ 
peal  through  us." 

ALEXANDRA 
CONWAY  PHOTO 

Church  serves  town 


EL^  RIA,  Ohio  —  Director  Keith 
Kunda  conducts  a  weekly  rehearsal  for 
the  18-member  orchestra  of  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  here. 
Organized  this  fall,  the  orchestra  intends 
to  play  not  only  at  special  religious 
functions  but  also  regularly  in  the 
church’s  worship  services.  "Musk- 
speaks  to  the  hearts  of  people," 
commented  Pastor  Robert  Wickens. 
"and  is  important  in  our  Wesleyan 
tradition."  east  ohio  today  i  mr  photo 


Help  is  only  a  mailbox 
away  for  the  elderly 


BENNETT,  MORRISTOWN, 
PHILANDER  SMITH,  CLARK,  RUST, 
BETHUNE-COOKMAN. 
HUSTON-TILLOTSON, 

MEHARRY  MEDICAL,  CLAFLIN 
DILLARD,  PAINE,  WILEY 


The 
Hacked  lege 
Fund 


Supporting  Black  Colleges  historically  related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

SIERRA  VISTA,  Ariz.  -  For  elderly 
and  homebound  persons  here,  help  in  an 
emergency  is  now  as  near  at  hand  as 
their  mailboxes,  thanks  to  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  which  began  to 
worry  about  them  and  did  something 
about  it.  ! 

And  if  not  a  singlef 
elderly  or  home 
bound  person  has 
yet  needed  that 
emergency  help,  so 
much  the  better, 
say  members  of 
Sierra  Vista  UMC 
who  initiated 
community  service 
called  "Mailbox  Monitor"  to  check  daily 
on  those  who  feel  isolated  or  alone. 

Currently,  “Mailbox  Monitor"  is 
hopefully  bringing  peace  of  mind  to  some 
50  persons,  says  the  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Staup,  the  church's  pastor,  who  would  be 
glad  to  add  more  persons  to  the  list.  It’s 
simple,  yet  it  could  save  lives,  he 
maintains. 

Each  participant  places  a  sticker  in  his 
or  her  mailbox.  If  the  letter  carrier 
discovers  yesterday’s  mail  has  not  been 
removed,  he  knocks  on  the  door  If 
there's  no  answer,  he  immediately  calls 
the  fire  department,  which  notifies 
persons  whose  names'  have  been  filed 
and  also  takes  whatever  emergency 
action  is  required. 

"Mailbox  Monitor"  obviously  involves 
many  persons  in  the  community  besides 
the  12  or  so  church  volunteers  who  are 
available  to  help.  It’s  a  joint  project  of 
the  church,  the  city’s  mayor,  council, 
police,  fire  and  post  office  departments, 
the  county  sheriff's  office  and  the  local 
branch  of  the  letter  carrier’s  union 
Sierra  Vista  UMC  collects  information 
from  potential  participants  and  also 
serves  as  a  clearing  house.  Participants 
notify  the  church  if  they're  going  to  be 


away  for  a  few  days  and  will  not  be 
collecting  their  mail. 

"Thank  God,"  Mr.  Staup  told 
TM/UMR,  "none  of  the  participants 
have  had  an  emergency  since  the 
program  began  last  June.”  But  this 
community,  like  others,  has  seen  dire 
consequences  in  the  past:  a  man  living 
alone  in  a  mobile  home  was  found  dead 
after  three  weeks  and  an  elderly  woman 
lay  unattended  in  her  bathtub  for  two 
weeks.  The  Sierra  Vista  church  wants  to 
make  sure  those  things  won't  happen 
again. 

Expert  cautions 
lifting  FBI  ban 
on  cult  snooping 

NEW  YORK  ( RNS )  -  The 

assassinations  and  mass  suicides  by  an 
American  religious  cult  in  Guyana 
should  not  lead  to  the  lifting  of  any  post- 
Watergate  restrictions  placed  on  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation,  a 
leading  United  Methodist  authority  on 
religious  liberty  said  here. 

"This  kind  of  tragedy  could  happen 
anywhere,  anytime,"  said  the  Rev.  Dean 
M.  Kelley.  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
executive  and  religious  liberty  expert. 

He  said  it  would  be  "rather  risky  to 
give  the  FBI  discretion"  to  conduct 
surveillance  unless  it  has  found  probable 
cause  to  believe  that  federal  crimes  of 
violence  are  contemplated 

He  said  it  was  "good"  the  1975  federal 
guidelines  prohibited  federal  investi¬ 
gators  from  excessive  snooping  on 
unpopular  groups,  such  as  the  Rev.  Jim 
Jones’  religious/Marxist  movement. 

Mr  Kelley,  who  has  frequently  defend¬ 
ed  cults  and  sects  on  religious  liberty 
grounds,  called  the  People's  Temple  of 
Mr.  Jones  "not  an  uncommon  phenome¬ 
non." 
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‘Grain  belt’  conferees 


agree  to  disagree 

By  BUD  HERRON 


Associate  Editor 

CINCINNATI  —  Two  years  ago,  when 
United  Methodist  farmers  and  food 
experts  got  together  for  a  first-of-its-kind 
“grain  belt  consultation"  on  the 
problems  of  world  hunger,  the  major 
result  was  consensus  that  no  consensus 
could  be  reached. 

Last  week.  250  United  Methodists  with 
equally  diverse  opinions  met  here  for  a 
"National  Consultation  on  Food  and 
Hunger."  Once  again,  there  was  no 
consensus  ( no  one  really  expected  it  this 
time),  but  the  lack  of  unified  banners 
under  which  to  march  didn’t  seem  to 
stand  in  anyone's  way. 

From  four  days  of  lectures,  small 
group  discussions,  and  disagreements, 
came  a  10-page,  single  spaced  list  of 
diverse  recommendations  and 
statements  on  which  no  one  totally 
agreed  and  on  which  no  vote  was 
attempted.  Recommendations  ranged 
from  a  call  for  a  moratorium  on  salary 
increases  for  United  Methodists  to  a  pat- 
on-the-back  for  the  contribution  of 
American  farmers  in  the  face  of  hunger. 

Purpose  of  the  consultation  —  called  by 
the  UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops  in 
cooperation  with"  the  denomination's 
Coordinating  Committee  on  Hunger  — 
was  to  provide  "input"  to  church  boards 
and  agencies  preparing  food  policy  and 
world  hunger  legislation  for  the  1980 
General  Conference  of  the  church.  Just 
how  such  a  "shotgun"  list  of  perspectives 
will  be  used  to  that  end  is  unclear,  but 
Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  Springfield, 
Ill.,  who  headed  the  event,  assured 
participants  their  points  of  view  will  play 
a  role  in  whatever  is  decided  by  the 
church  in  the  area  of  food  policy  for  a 
hungry  world. 

Participants  in  the  consultation  were 
selected  by  bishops  from  each  of  the 
UMC’s  annual  conferences,  and  included 
a  considerable  number  of  farmers  and 
food  industry  professionals,  as  well  as 
clergypersons,  legislators  and  edu¬ 
cators. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  event  was  Dr. 
Gar  Alperovitz,  a  political  economist 
who  is  a  director  of  the  National  Center 
for  Economic  Alternatives. 

Dr.  Alperovitz  warned  participants 
that  "unless  a  major  new  approach  to 
inflation"  in  the  prices  of  the  basic 

UMs  focus 
on  language 

By  WINSTON  TAYLOR 
United  Methodist  Communications 
SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Languages,  lots 
of  them,  loomed  as  major  problems  for 
Asian-Americans  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  eyes  of  some  500 
participants  at  a  convocation  here.  Those 
languages  also  present  some 
opportunities,  they  believed. 

At  least  six  languages,  and  even  more 
national/cultural  backgrounds  played 
major  roles  Dec.  6-12  ih  the  church’s 
first  national  gathering  of  Asian-Ameri¬ 
cans. 

In  assessing  past,  present  and 
potential  problems,  major  emphasis 
centered  on  such  needs  as  bilingual 
ministries,  in  an  awareness  of  the  many 
languages  employed  within  the  broad 
ethnnicity  of  Asian-Americans.  Bilingual 
proficiency  also  provides  a  new 
opportunity,  it  was  noted,  for  the  church 
to  reach  such  groups  as  Asian  business¬ 
men  in  the  U.S.  only  temporarily. 

Other  problems  cited  by  the  delegates 
included  the  lack  of  ethnic  persons  in 
decision-making  positions,  understand¬ 
ing  the  role  of  ethnic  churches,  while 
still  seeking  an  inclusive  church,  special 
forms  of  evangelism,  double  standards 
arising  out  of  racism,  open  itineracy 
for  ministers,  securing  of  building  facili¬ 
ties,  and  the  strain  economic  factors 
impose  upon  family  communications. 

All  these  were  to  be  part  of  the  week's 
agenda  as  the  convocation  sought  to 
"assess  our  past,  celebrate  our  heritage 
and  envision  our  future." 

In  the  keynote  address,  Bishop  Wilbur 
W.Y.  Choy  of  Seattle,  the  church’s  first 
Asian  bishop  in  this  country,  placed  the 
emphasis  upon  open  doors,  declaring 
that  “we  must  help  the  church  to  remain 
inclusive  because  our  Christ  is  a 
universal  Christ."  That  means,  he  said, 
not  only  opening  doors  in  order  to  go  into 
the  church,  but  also  to  "go  out  the  doors 
as  committed  Christians  to  serve  and 
witness," 


necessities  —  including  food  —  is 
undertaken  soon  in  the  United  States, 
“We  face  dire  consequences  in  our 
society." 

Saying  he  sees  no  chance  for  anything 
except  "more  inflation,  higher 
unemployment,  higher  cost  of  living  — . 
and  along  with  that,  perhaps  violence"  — ; 
in  the  short  run.  Dr.  Alperovitz  said  the' 
only  ultimate  hope  for  a  secure  economic 
future  in  the  world  is  “a  sense  of  common 
purpose." 

“Our  economic  policies  are  killing 
people  in  the  world  today,"  he  said,  "and ; 
we  must  stand  individually  responsible; 
for  that.  Either  we  begin  now  to  deal  with, 
the  nearly  12  percent  inflation  rate  we; 
are  experiencing  in  the  cost  of  the; 
necessities  (food,  medicine,  housing  and 
energy)  or  we  get  used  to  the  idea  of 
dealing  with  the  social  consequences  in 
the  next  decade.  " 

He  predicted  that  those  consequences 
will  include  great  social  unrest  and^ 
probably  violence  in  the  streets. 

Dr.  Alperovitz  also  warned  that  the 
"old  time  religion"  of  economics  which- 
claims  budget  cutting  and  high  interest 
rates  will  slow  inflation  does  not  apply  in 
the  current  situation. 

After  listing  several  economic 
alternatives,  however,  he  warned  that 
the  problems  we  face  are  not  basically 
economics  or  food  production.  "The  only 
thing  that  will  allow  us  the  reforms  we 
need  is  a  sense  of  common  purpose,"  he 
said.  "Only  when  we  have  a  common 
purpose  as  a  society  which  knows  what  it 
means  to  be  equitable,  will  anything  else 
we  try  to  do  work." 

He  called  upon  professionals  to  get  out 
of  their  "boxes"  and  "titles"  to  begin  to 
approach  hunger  issues  in  a  human  way 
which  allows  them  to  feel  the  hurts  of 
others. 

Most  controversial  of  Dr.  Alperovitz’s 
statements,  to  many  of  the  farmers 
present,  was  a  call  for  a  method  to  be 
worked  out  where  "windfall  farm 
profits”  in  boom  years  would  be  put  in  a 
fund  to  help  bail  the  farmer  out  during 
slack  years. 

He  said  many  farmers  now  want  to 
"gamble"  on  a  big  year  and  then  be 
subsidized  by  the  government  during 
down  years.  "They  can’t  have  it  both 
ways,"  he  said. 

Among  those  providing  international 
perspectives  for  the  consultation  was  Dr. 
Carlos  Sabanes,  a  professor  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Argentina. 

Dr.  Sabanes,  a  sociologist,  said  the 
United  Nation's  "International 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights"  —  which 
includes  the  right  of  all  persons  to  food  — 
is  “30  years  old  and  still  unfulfilled." 

Charging  that  developed  nations  have 
developed  at  the  expense  of  ...Ihe 
underdeveloped  nations,  he  called  for 
new  perspective  on  the  processes  of 
development. 


SOLOMON 


This  young  boy  was  born  on  April 
4,  1968,  in  Ettapalayam,  India.  His 
mother  is  dead  and  his  father  suffers 
from  leprosy.  Solomon  is  free  of 
leprosy  but  he  must  live  at  the  leper 
colony  with  his  father  for  that  is  the 
only  place  Mr.  Marrie  can  receive 
care.  A  school  and  church  are  part  of 
the  leper  colony  and  we  can  keep 
Solomon  there,  providing  him  with  a 
good  education  IF  someone  will 
sponsor  him. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 

You  could  sponsor  Solomon  or 
another  child  like  him  through 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.,  a 
Christian  organization  founded  in 
1965.  WCI  works  with  hundreds  of 
children  who  live  in  12  countries, 
giving  them  food  for  both  body  and 
spirit.  The  corporation  is  U.S. 
government  approved  and  donations 
are  tax-deductible.  Audited  records 
indicate  86.7%  of  all  funds  were  sent 
overseas  for  the  children’s  benefit  in 
1977. 

The  sponsor  is  given  full 
information  on  "his”  child:  picture, 
name,  address,  case  history  and 
details  of  the  orphanage  where  the 
child  lives.  The  fee  is  only  $10  a 
month.  Would  you  help  Solomon?  He 
needs  your  love  and  prayers.  Please 
write: 


si  m  l 

Slate  ami  Zip 

ttrilrlu  Mrs  Carol  A  Ivev.  Ihnvlor.  P.O 
Hox  Z1I7M.  U  mler  Haven.  Kin  :MWW. 
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Ministers’  Pension  Campaign 


Building  Steam  For  January,  1979,  Blast  Off 


Beginning  in  early  January,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  undertake  a 
task  of  tremendous  importance.  We  will 
be  raising  capital  funds  to  help  provide 
financial  security  for  this  and  oncoming 
generations  of  ministers,  their  spouses 
and  dependents. 

This  Pension  Program  was  authorized 
by  an  overwhelming  vote  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Annual  Conference,  with  a 
pledge  goal  of  $2.5  million  over  a  four- 
year  period. 

Over  the  last  several  months  we  have 
been  engaged  in  setting  up  the 


organizational  structure.  Robert  Jones  of 
Lake  Charles  is  the  general  chairman; 
Weldon  Brumfield  of  Amite  is  associate 
chairman;  and  John  Maxwell  of  Monroe 
is  Special  Gifts  Chairman.  Shelby  Smith 
of  Shreveport  will  assist  Maxwell. 
Conference,  district  and  sub-district 
committees  have  been  appointed  and  are 
now  functioning. 

A  special  session  of  the  Conference  is 
called  for  Jan.  10  at  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  with  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  bringing  the  keynote  address. 

The  Pension  Crusade  Office  has  been 


established  at  the  Council  on  Ministries 
Offices  in  Shreveport.  The  mailing 
address  is  P.O.  Box  4208,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104.  The  telephone  number  is  (318)  861- 
7443. 

Dr.  Alton  S.  Miller  from  the  office  of 
Finance  and  Field  Service,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  been  named  Crusade 
Director.  He  will  be  with  us  from 
January  through  mid  May.  Sara  Wafer 
has  been  employed  as  Crusade  Secretary 
and  will  be  in  charge  of  the  office. 

Because  of  the  urgency  of  the  pension 


need,  we  look  forward  to  over¬ 
subscribing  the  goal.  The  planned 
personal  solicitation  in  every  church 
will,  if  followed,  produce  more  than  the 
asking.  It  is  strongly  recommended  that 
no  church  by-pass  this  plan  by  merely 
writing  these  askings  into  its  budget,  as 
this  method  often  proves  disastrous. 

The  Crusade  for  Pensions  will  provide 
necessary  support  for  the  Conference, 
and  at  the  same  time,  bring  a  renewed 
sense  of  stewardship  to  our  individual 
churches. 


Readers  Respond 


Ray Branton  Writes 


droni  ^ Louisiana  WetUist  &ror!'r  " 
and  C  onfere  nee  Council  on  i  l  j  iniitriei  syf 


_sdnd  thelAJord  d3e  came  Cdle  ill 

and !dbwe lijlm oncj  Us  .  .  . 


Death  Forces  Us 


Attacking  ‘Baby  Beer’  For  Children 


Dear  Editor; 

The  ladies  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Arcadia  resent  very 
much  the  production  and  advertising  of 
Chelsea,  the  “baby  beer"  produced  by 
Anheuser-Busch  and  have  mailed  them  a 
letter  stating  this. 

If  the  letter  is  published  in  the 
‘‘Louisiana  United  Methodist”  maybe  it 
will  inspire  others  to  protest. 

— Polly  McCallister 
President  of  the  Arcadia 
UMW 

President  of  Anheuser-Busch 
721  Pestalozi  St. 

St.  Louis,  Missouri  63118 
Sir: 

We  take  this  means  to  tell  you  of  our 
dismay  and  disgust  at  the  prospect  of 
your  company’s  production  and  sale  of 
Chelsea,  a  soft  drink  for  children,  and  a 
drink  that  imitates  beer  in  appearance 
and  has  a  small  percentage  of  alcohol. 

This  new  product  is  an  obvious,  blatant 
attempt  to  train  children  to  desire  beer, 
so  that  they  will  purchase  your  stronger 
and  more  expensive  alcoholic  drink  as 
soon  as  they  are  of  age.  Your  product  — 
and  the  advertising  which  will, 
inevitably,  precede  and  accompany  it  — 
will  lead  more  children  and  teenagers  to 
alcohol  at  an  even  eariler  age,  and 
already  alcoholism  is  a  serious  problem 
among  American  children  and 
teenagers. 

The  production  of  this  new  drink  — 
Chelsea  —  is  a  flagrant  demonstration  of 
your  company’s  lack  of  responsibility 


toward  American  society,  especially  the 
youth.  It  is  a  clear  statement  of  your 
overwhelming  love  for  the  dollar  and 
your  disregard  for  the  life  and  welfare  of 
men. 

We  tell  you  openly  of  our  dismay  and 
disgust  over  your  proposed  production  of 


Dear  Rev.  Branton 

Your  article  in  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  about  Hal  Lindsey’s  book 
“The  Late  Great  Planet  Earth,’’ 
prompted  me  to  offer  my  thought  about 
the  appeal  of  this  book. 

Hal  Lindsey,  whether  we  agree  with 
him  or  not,  writes  as  an  “oracle  of  God." 
That  is  his  style.  And  his  belief  in  his 
correct  interpretation  of  the  Word  no 
doubt  enables  him  to  speak  what  he  feels 
is  the  truth. 

This  was  the  teaching  style  of  Jesus  for 
it  is  stated  in  Matthew  7:29:  “For  he 
taught  them  as  one  having  authority,  and 
not  as  their  scribes.” 

People  are  hungry  for  solutions  to  their 
problems.  They  will  accept  most 
anyone’s  teaching  if  taught  with 
authority.  I  call  to  mind  the  misguided 
teachings  of  one  Adolf  Hitler,  yet  how 
many  accepted  them  because  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  presented? 

This  is  not  to  compare  Hal  Lindsey  and 
Adolf  Hitler  at  all,  but  just  to  make  a 
point  of  the  effectiveness  of  teaching  with 
authority. 

Having  said  all  this,  I  wish  to  comment 


Chelsea.  We  ask  that  you  reconsider  the 
prospect  of  the  potential  harm  in  the 
production  of  the  drink. 

Should  you  continue  with  your  plan  to 
produce  it,  our  fervent  hope  and  prayers 
are  that  all  responsible  citizens,  all 
concerned  and  humane  people,  speak  out 


that  our  authority  to  teach,  comes  from 
the  Word  of  God  —  both  the  written  Word 
and  the  Living  Word  through  the  office 
and  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  the 
annointing  as  it  is  sometimes  referred  to. 

Under  inspired  teaching  or  preaching 
people  respond;  and  I  respectfully 
submit  that  we  need  more  of  this  in  the 
church  today. 

People  need  to  be  instructed  that 
Christianity  works,  when  it  is  worked  at 
consistently.  Jesus  taught  nothing 
impractical.  My  own  approach  to 
teaching  the  Gospel,  I  have  been 
teaching  a  class  in  Sunday  School  about 
all  of  my  adult  life  and  am  now  65,  has 
been  to  try  to  help  people  to  make  use  of 
their  faith  to  solve  the  problems  of  daily 
living. 

I  teach  with  authority  what  I  am  sure 
of  from  my  knowledge  of  God’s  Word, 
and  any  speculation  on  my  part  is  told 
to  be  just  that. 

As  for  concern  about  the  events  that 
will  transpire  at  Jesus’  second  coming  or 
the  rapture,  I  leave  that  in  the  hands  of 
my  Lord  for  I  am  totally  His. 

Thanks  for  listening. 


in  opposition  to  your  product  and  the 
implied  calloused,  irresponsible  attitude 
of  your  company. 

The  Women  of  the  Beeson 
Sunday  School  Class 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Arcadia,  La. 


Sincerely  yours. 
F.  M.  Hiiburn 
Cotton  Valley,  La. 

Editor's  Note:  One  purpose  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  United  Methodist  newspaper  is 
to  provide  an  opportunity  for  readers  to 
express  opinions.  Letters  to  the  editor, 
opinions,  statements  and  short  articles 
can  be  printed  here  to  be  shared  with 
others  in  the  conference.  Periodically .  as 
you  send  these  types  of  items,  we  will 
print  them  in  the  “ Readers  Respond" 
column. 

- - N 

Student 

Recognition 

Day 

Dec.  31,  1978 

The  Day  Students 
Who  Are  At  Home 
For  The  Holidays 
Are  Honored 


More  About  ‘Late  Great  Planet  Earth’ 


Around  The  Conference 


NLU  Wesley  Welcomes  Foreigners 

he  International  SfllHpntc  Acun^iaflAn  cnDncnroH  o  „  »  *1 n i  _  *  •  _ 


MONROE  —  The  International  Students  Association  sponsored  a 
foreign  food  “tasting"  party  Nov.  22  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  on 
the  Northeast  Louisiana  State  University  campus. 

The  idea  sprang  from  the  fact  that  many  foreign  students  remain 


‘International  disco’  highlights  Thanksgiving  fun 

on  campus  for  the  Thanksgiving  holiday  and  lack  any  place  to  go 
which  would  allow  them  to  share  in  the  holiday  spirit. 

Records  and  tapes  belonging  to  the  students  were  played  at  the 
event  and  an  “international  disco,”  where  students  from  the 
different  countries  showed  dances  representative  of  their 
countries,  developed. 

A  highlight  of  the  evening  was  a  brief  course  in  Persian  belly 
dancing,  according  to  Jim  Wilson,  campus  minister  of  the  Wesley. 
“Certainly  in  slacks  and  sweaters  rather  than  the  traditional 
gossamer  costume,  it  lost  something  in  the  translation,”  he  said. 

The  sincere  cooperation,  generosity  in  the  use  of  the  facilities  and 
welcoming  warmth  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  really  impressed 
these  students  and  opened  to  them  a  delightful  experience  that  the 
International  Students  Association  is  truly  thankful  for,  said  Rev. 
Wilson. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  also  invited  the  students  —  who  come  from 
countries  such  as  Ireland,  England,  Holland,  Hong  Kong,  Taiwan, 
Iran  and  Chile  —  to  their  home  for  the  traditional  Thanksgiving 
meal. 


“Thanksgiving  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  in  1978  was  a  truly 
enjoyable  occasion  and  one  that  will  be  remembered  for  years  to 
come,”  said  Rev.  Wilson. 

Federation  Names 
Vice  Presidents 

Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Orleans,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Walker, 
pastor  of  the  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  have  both  been  named 
as  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  for  the 
1979  year. 

Dr.  Smith,  who  moved  to  New  Orleans 
from  Houston  several  years  ago,  has 
been  active  in  the  ecumenical 
organization  in  several  capacities  ever 
since  he  moved  to  the  Crescent  City. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Walker  has  been 
active  in  the  Federation  for  more  than  10 
years,  having  been  chairman  of  at  least  a 
dozen  committees  over  this  period  of 
time. 

Dr.  Marvin  E.  Thames  has  been 
named  by  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Federation  of  Churches  as  its  President 
for  1979.  Dr.  Thames  is  President  of 
Delgado  College  in  New  Orleans,  and  is  a 
deacon  in  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

The  Federation  is  a  strong  growing 
interdenominational  organization  in  the 
New  Orleans  area  dedicated  to 
cooperative  Christianity. 


Different  Approach 
To  Ghosts 

BALL  —  Halloween  usually  features 
witches,  goblins  and  ghosts,  but  Ball 
United  Methodist  Church’s  youth 
director,  Joe  Haynes,  decided  to  try  a 
different  approach.  Their  unusual 
venture  of  having  party  attenders  wear 
costumes  that  portrayed  Bible 
characters  was  very  successful, 
participants  report. 

Not  only  did  the  youth  have  to  dress 
like  the  Bible  characters  but  they  had  to 
act  out  the  character’s  story  as  told  in  the 
Bible. 

Ministers  ’  Party 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  The  ministers  and 
their  wives  in  the  New  Orleans/Slidell 
District  were  recently  entertained  at  a 
Christmas  Open  House  hosted  by  the 
District  Superintendent,  Dr.  W.D.  Boddie 
and  his  wife. 

The  event,  held  at  the  District 
Parsonage  in  New  Orleans,  was  co¬ 
hosted  by  Mrs.  Don  Alverson,  Mrs.  Brady 
Foreman  Mrs.  James  Poole  and  Mrs. 
Alfred  Pollar. 

Christmas  gifts  were  presented  by  the 
District  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Boddie  and 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Shamblin. 


1 38th  Anniversary 

NEW  ORLEANS—  - 
The  following 
ministers  helped 
Second  United 
Methodist  Church 
here  celebrate  its 
138th  anniversary  on 
Oct.  8.  (From  left  to 
right)  are  Rev.  C.B. 

Herr,  a  former 
Second  UMC  pastor; 

Rev.  Jerry  James,  ,  _  _  _  _ 

former  Second  UMC  pastor;  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  district  superintenden 
New  Orleans-Slidell  District;  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Pickett,  present  pastor  of 
church. 


To  Think  About  Life 


When  one  of  the  wise  men  brought 
myrrh  as  a  gift  for  the  infant  Jesus,  some 
may  have  been  shocked,  since  myrrh 
was  used  for  embalming  the  deceased. 
This  man  however,  was  called  wise  for  a 
reason:  Jesus'  birth  and  life  can  be 
understood  only  in  the  light  of  his  death. 
But  isn’t  this  true  for  all  of  the  rest  of  us 
too? 

When  we  are  confronted  with  death,  we 
have  a  chance  to  rediscover  life.  Death 
forces  us  to  distinguish  between  the 
essential  and  the  trivial,  and  gives  us  an 
opportunity  to  reorder  our  priorities.  We 
understand  what  our  lives  are  really 
about  only  in  the  light  of  death. 

Last  September,  when  my  sister  died, 
God  taught  our  family  what  really 
counts.  In  those  last  days,  we  were 
keenly  aware  of  our  own  mortality  and 
the  frailty  of  life,  but  our  dominant 
memories  are  not  of  these  realities.  Most 
of  all,  we  remember  how  we  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  love  of  God,  which 
came  to  us  through  other  people.  Friends 


contacted  us.  Strangers  showed  concern 
and  went  out  of  their  way  to  help.  A  man  I 
met  in  a  hospital  hallway  spoke  to  me 
about  faith  in  God.  Hospital  personnel 
gave  of  themselves  to  care  for  my  sister 
far  beyond  the  requirements  of  duty.  And 
if  God  could  reach  us  so  abundantly  with 
his  love,  how  much  more  did  he  embrace 
my  sister,  whose  need  was  greater  still? 

We  are  bom  to  die.  Yet  that  is  not  the 
whole  story,  for  Jesus  was  born  to  show 
us  God’s  good  news:  Love  is  stronger 
than  death. 

Christmas  is  not  just  a  birthday  party. 
It  is  a  celebration  of  God’s  victory  over 
everything  that  distorts  and  defeats  life, 
even  the  last  enemy,  death.  As  we 
celebrate  His  birth  this  year,  may  His 
love,  in  all  Its  power,  abound. 

(Rev,  Ray  Branton  is  editor  of  the 
"Louisiana  United  Methodist"  and 
director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries) 


‘Living  In  An  Era 


Of  Limited  Resources’ 


Responding  to  the  crisis  accruing  from 
the  depletion  of  our  natural  resources, 
the  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries 
of  the  South  (.  entral  Jurisdiction  has 
planned  an  event:  “Living  In  An  Era  Of 
Limited  Resources"  to  be  held  on  Jan.  5- 
7,  1979,  at  the  Center  for  Continuing 
Education,  University  of  Oklahoma, 
Norman.  The  purpose  of  the  event  will  be 
to  sensitize  annual  conference  leaders  to 
the  crisis  and  to  provide  the  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  theological  implications 
of  such  conditions  that  exist  in  our 
society. 

Dr.  James  M.  Wall,  editor  of  the 
"Christian  Century,"  will  respond  to 
presentations  made  by  other  guest 
leaders  in  determining  the  Christian 
theological  implication  of  the  concern. 

Presentations  will  be  made  by  the 
following  persons:  Ms.  Susan  Carpenter, 
associate  director  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Center  on  Environment,  Denver,  Dr. 
R.N.  DeVries,  professor,  School  of  Civil 
Engineering,  Oklahoma  State 


University,  Stillwater,  Mr.  Kenneth  A. 
Nielson,  executive  vice-president,  Sales 
and  Merchandising,  Farmland 
Industries,  Kansas  City  and  Mr.  Curtis 
E.  Carlson,  Jr.,  regional  representative 
of  the  Department  of  Energy,  Dallas. 

A  team  from  each  of  the  17  annual 
conferences  composed  of  persons  with 
interests  and  responsibilities  in  the 
Specific  areas  of  concern  will  be  present. 
Plans  will  be  made  for  similar  programs 
in  each  annual  conference. 

This  program  is  a  follow  up  to  the 
“Futuristics”  event  held  by  the  Council 
in  1976.  The  Council  is  seeking  to  deal 
with  critical  areas  of  concern  that  affect 
the  lives  of  people  in  our  modern  society. 
Approximately  300  persons  are  expected 
to  attend  the  January  event 

Additional  information  can  be  secured 
from  Louisiana  Council  on  Ministries 
Office,  P.O.  4325,  Shreveport  71104,  or 
from  the  jurisdiction  office,  4209  N.W. 
23rd1  St.,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73107, 
405/943-1985. 


New’s  Briefs 


What’s  Been  Happening 


GREENWOOD  —  A  “Chrysalis” 
weekend  was  held  recently  at  the 
Greenwood  UMC.  The  word  chrysalis 
means  “anything  in  the  process  of 
development"  and  the  weekend  ex¬ 
perience,  led  by  the  Rev  Bert  Scott 
and  Charles  Gaby,  was  oriented  toward 
increasing  self  awareness  and 
understanding.  The  event  was  also  to 
help  participants  build  open,  trusting, 
caring  relationships  and  to  realize  a  new 
sense  of  God. 

DUBACH  —  The  United  Methodist 
Women  of  the  Dubach  Methodist  Church 
had  a  “Come  As  You  Are,"  or  “Kid- 
napp  Breakfast"  recently.  The  ladies 
were  "picked  up  at  their  homes  and 
brought  to  the  church.  The  Rev  Jack 
O'Dell,  clad  in  blue  overalls,  also  helped 
with  the  kidnapping. 

SHREVEPORT  -  Mrs.  Paul  Hildreth 
recently  presented  a  book  review  of  “The 
Foxes  Union"  by  James  J.  Kilpatrick,  at 
Lakeview  UMC.  Funds  donated  at  the 
event  will  be  used  to  repair  the  church 
offices. 

MORGAN  CITY  —  The  United 
Methodist  Women  of  Pharr  Chapel 
Methodist  Church  held  their  annual 
Harvest  Luncheon  and  Bazaar  in 
October.  Afghans,  rugs  etc.  were  sold  at 
the  Luncheon.  The  women  enjoyed  a 
"Taster's  Luncheon"  where  each  person 


had  a  taste  of  one  or  all  of  the  16  dishes 
served. 

ZACHARY  —  Sunc  v  School  officers 
and  teachers  were  recognized  and  honor¬ 
ed  this  Fall  at  Zacha;  UMC  with  a 
combination  Open  House-Family  Night, 
The  newly-formed  Puppeteers  added  to 
the  festivities.  The  Puppeteers  are  5th 
and  6th  grade  students  who  have  learned 
the  art  of  working  with  puppets  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Marcia  Eisworth. 

,  LOGANSPORT  -  Bethel  UMC’s  Laity 
Day  was  kicked  off  in  October  with  four 
nights  of  preaching  by  Rev.  Michael 
McLaurin  of  Simsport  Mrs.  Ruth  Law 
served  as  the  pianist  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Whe- 
less  conducted  the  song  service.  The 
church  lay  leader,  Kenneth  Harvey, 
brought  the  Laity  Day  message  with  other 
members  of  the  church  assisting. 

SHREVEPORT  -  Creativity 
abounded  as  persons  of  all  ages  worked 
together  to  make  new  banners  for  St. 
Luke's  UMC.  “Celebrating  the  Christian 
Seasons"  was  the  theme  for  the  event 
held  on  Dec.  3,  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
Christian  year. 

Fourteen  banners  —  two  for  each  of 
the  seven  seasons  of  the  church  year  as 
celebrated  by  United  Methodists  -  were 
completed.  Special  emphasis  was  given 
to  understanding  the  appropriate 
symbols  and  color  for  each  season. 
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The  birth  of  Jesus  is  the  sunrise  of  the  Bible 


RALPH  H ASTON 


Like  you  and  me!' 


—Anon. 


on  which  to  tread, 
but  he  walked  on  the  cushioning  swells 
of  the  waters, 
and  they  supported  him. 


and  true  and  holy 
in  this  human  race  we  hold 

in  common  with  our  uncommon  Lord! 


By 

The  birth  of  Jesus  is  the  sunrise  of  the  Bible. 

TOWARD  this  point  the  aspirations  of  the  prophets 
and  the  poems  of  the  psalmists 
were  directed 

as  the  heads  of  flowers  are  turned 
toward  the  dawn. 

“And  she  brought  forth  her  firstborn  son, 

and  wrapped  him  in  swaddling  cloths,” 

Luke  tells  us, 

“and  laid  him  in  a  manger.” 

FROM  this  point  a  new  day  began  to  flow 
very  silently  over  the  world  — 
a  day  of  faith  and  freedom, 
a  day  of  hope  and  love. 

When  we  remember  the  HIGH  MEANING  that  has  come 
into  human  life 

and  the  CLEAR  LIGHT  that  has  flowed 
softly  down 

from  the  manger-cradle  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea, 
we  do  not  wonder  that  mankind 
has  learned  to  reckon  history 
from  the  birthday  of  Jesus, 
and  to  date  all  events 

by  the  years  BEFORE  or  AFTER' 
the  nativity  of  Christ  the  Lord. 

“  'Twas  not  the  ANGEL  S  message 
That  gave  the  Christmas  thought  — 

Nor  yet  the  gold  and  incense 

Which  those  WISE  MEN  brought. 

“  ’Twas  not  the  star  that  led  them 
On  their  unknown  way: 

It  was  the  birth  of  JESUS 

That  makes  the  Christmas  day!” 

—Anon. 

And  you  remember  how  the  shepherds  responded 
as  the  angels  sang? 

"Let  us  now  go  even  unto  Bethlehem, 
and  see  this  thing 

that  has  come  to  pass,”  they  said. 

Well,  friend  — 

"It  isn’t  far  to  Bethlehem-town  — 

It  is  ANYWHERE  that 
Christ  comes  down 
And  finds  in  some  one’s 
Shining  face 

A  welcome  and  a  biding  place. 

“The  road  to  Bethlehem 
Runs,  you  see 
Through  homes  of  folk 


The  wonder  of  Christmas  is  bound  up 
in  its  SIMPLICITY. 

There  is  Mary,  the  mother, 

and  Joseph,  to  whom  she  is  betrothed  — 
plain,  simple  folk  they  are, 
even  as  are  we. 

And  there  are  the  shepherds  — 

the  first  Christmas  congregation  — 
humble  folk  who  lived  close 
to  the  things  God  has  made: 
the  earth,  a  carpet  for  their  feet, 
the  sun  and  stars  their  covering. 

Yes,  and  the  child  himself  — 
not  one  thing  here 

of  pomp  and  circumstance; 
merely  the  simplicity  of  a  tiny  babe 
lying  in  a  manger. 

But,  friend,  the  wonder  of  Christmas 
is  bound  up  in  its  MAJESTY,  too! 

And  why? 

The  answer  will  astound  you : 

“For  unto  you  is  born  this  day 
in  the  city  of  David, 
a  Savior, 

which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  ’ ’ 

What  a  fantastic  contrast  we  have  here 

between  PROFOUND  and  SIMPLE  things! 
An  infant,  helpless  and  dependent, 

surrounded  by  the  meanest  of  circumstances, 
and  yet,  the  air  above 
is  filled  with  the  hallelujahs 
of  the  heavenly  hosts. 

His  lodging  a  cattle  pen, 

but  still  a  star  draws  distinguished  visitants 
from  afar  to  do  him  homage. 

His  BIRTH  contrary  to  the  laws  of  LIFE  — 

his  DYING  contrary  to  the  laws  of  DEATH  — 
and,  in  between, 

there  is  no  miracle  so  inexplicable 
as  his  LIFE  and  TEACHING ! 

He  had  no  properties  —  no  grain  fields  or  fisheries  — 
and  yet  he  could  spread  out  a  table 
for  five-thousand  hungry  souls 
and  have  bread  and  fish  to  spare 
when  they  were  fed. 

He  had  no  beautiful  tapestries  and  carpets 


The  world  had  never  before  seen  such  a  king, 
who,  at  birth, 

reposed  in  a  borrowed  manger, 
and  who,  when  he  set  forth 

upon  his  mission  into  the  world, 
preached  from  a  borrowed  boat, 
rode  into  Jerusalem 

upon  a  borrowed  beast, 
ate  with  his  disciples 
in  a  borrowed  room, 
and  was  buried  in  a  borrowed  grave. 

In  this  he  also  was  unique 

in  the  eyes  of  an  incredulous  world. 

His  crucifixion  was  MAN’S  crime  of  crimes, 
but  on  GOD’S  side, 
no  lower  price  than  his  infinite  agony 
could  have  made  possible 
our  redemption. 

When  he  died,  there  were  few  MEN  to  mourn  him, 
but  a  black  crepe  of  cloud 
completely  hid  the  sun 
as  the  ANGELS  wept. 

And  though  MEN  refused  to  tremble  for  their  sin, 
the  EARTH  beneath  their  feet 
shook  with  the  load 
of  heaven’s  grief. 

All  NATURE  honored  him  — 

only  sinful  man  alone  REJECTED  him. 

And  sin  itself  could  not  hold  sway  to  claim  him. 

The  soil  that  was  reddened  with  his  blood 
could  not  claim  his  dust. 

For  three  years  he  taught  and  healed 
and  preached  his  gospel. 

He  wrote  no  book, 
built  no  church, 

had  no  financial  organization 
to  sponsor  him 

in  the  high  venture  to  which  he  felt 
that  God  had  uniquely  called  him. 

But  now,  today,  and  in  this  very  place, 

after  close  on  two-thousand  years  of  time, 
he  is  the  one  central  character 
of  human  history, 

the  one  strong,  resilient  and  perpetual  theme 
of  all  our  preaching, 
the  very  pivot  around  which  the  events 
of  the  ages  of  all  time  revolve, 
the  regenerator  of  all  that  is  fair 


I  ask  you,  neighbor  —  , 

Was  it  merely  the  lirstborn  son 
of  Joseph  and  Mary 

who  crossed  the  world’s  horizon 
on  that  first  Christmas  day? 

Was  it  merely  HUMAN  blood  that  spilled  down 
from  a  cross  on  Calvary’s  hill 
on  that  first  Good  Friday? 

Ah,  I  tell  you,  friend  —  when  his  star  has  shown 
within  our  hearts, 
we  know  for  all  we  re  worth 

that  the  KING  of  kings  was  born 
in  that  borrowed  barn  in  Bethlehem-town, 

and  that  he  lives  and  reigns  eternally  with  God 
as  the  precious,  loving  Savior 
of  us  all! 

And  so,  today,  I  find  myself  anticipating, 
as  much  and  more  than  ever, 
the  coming  again  of  all  the  fanfare 

and  the  joy  of  this  unspeakable  season  — 
the  keeping  of  the  lovely  rituals 
and  evocative  simplicities 

that  bring  wonder  to  the  eyes  of  children  — 
both  those  we  HAVE, 

and  those  whom  we  have  been  OURSELVES! 
The  sprigs  of  holly  and  the  mistletoe, 
and  lighted  trees  at  eventide, 
and  carols  playing 
in  the  shops  and  stores, 

and  in  our  homes  and  churches,  too. 

And  the  secretive  talk  of  parents  planning  presents 
for  their  children, 

and  the  sweet  smell  of  kolaches 
and  poppy -seed  bread  and  cakes  and  cookies 
of  all  kinds, 

and  reindeer  stamping  tiny,  restless  hooves 
upon  the  rooftops, 
and  Santa  Claus  arriving . . . 

In  all  these  things  we  recognize  anew  the  marvel 
of  the  presence  of  the  love  of  God 

coming  afresh  again  into  the  world, 
reminding  us 

in  all  these  simple,  lasting  telling  ways 
that  he  cares 
and  claims  us  for  his  own. 

In  the  birth  of  Christ  within  our  hearts 
again  at  Christmastide, 
he's  telling  us  anew  that  there  IS  goodness 
in  His  world, 

and  that  his  gracious  love  endures! 


■  Editorial 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


After  the  shopping,  what  is  left 
of  Christmas  for  rest  of  the  year? 


We  need  more  emphasis  on  doctrine 


For  all  but  a  few  procrastinators, 
Christmas  shopping  is  done  for  another 
year  by  now . 

In  what  economists  call  the  “average 
family  of  four,”  we  have  spent  about  $600 
on  gifts  for  each  other.  The  “average” 
American  child  will  soon  open  $96  worth 
of  presents,  mostly  toys. 

The  toy  industry  in  the  United  States  — 
which  is  roughly  twice  the  size  of  the 
movie  industry  —  has  spent  $160  million 
telling  our  children  what  they  should 
want  for  Christmas  via  television 
advertising. 

To  say  that  Christmas  in  America  has 
become,  in  many  ways,  a  commercial 
“sellabration”  is  a  trite  understatement. 
While  giving  to  the  needy  may  be  a 
Christmas  sidelight,  giving  to  the  greedy 
often  has  become  the  norm. 

How  does  a  Christian  family  deal  with 
this? 

Some  say  the  answer  is  to  put  on  this 
year’s  model  of  sackcloth  and  ashes  and 
piously  reject  all  that  has  become 
culturally  Christmas.  Others  see  nothing 
particularly  wrong  in  "indulging  a  bit” 
at  Christmas  as  long  as  the  religious 
significance  is  also  made  a  part  of  the 
celebration. 

There  is  no  easy  answer  to  the  question 
of  how  much  is  too  much.  Each  of  us  is 
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ultimately  left  to  look  at  our  own 
observance  of  Christmas  and  decide 
what  we  have  made  of  it.  Where  did 
greed  overshadow  generosity?  Where 
did  selfishness  overpower  love?  Where 
did  Santa  Claus  imprison  Jesus? 

Today  may  not  be  the  day  to  ask  those 
questions.  But  after  the  presents  are 
opened  and  the  mystery  and  excitement 
of  the  secular  celebration  begins  to  fade, 
we  Christians  might  take  the  time  to 
reflect:  What  has  our  one-day 
celebration  left  that  we  can  make  a  part 
of  our  lives  the  rest  of  the  year? 

“I  have  no  money  at  all,  but  I  give  you 
what  I  have,”  said  Peter  in  Acts  3:6  as  he 
enabled  a  lame  man  to  walk  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

If  our  money  had  been  taken  away  at 
Christmas,  what  would  we  have  had  to 
give?  Did  we  give  it  this  Christmas?  If 
not,  it’s  never  too  late  to  look  ahead  to 
next  year. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  really  pleased  to  read  the  article 
by  Mrs.  Isaac  Pate  Sr.  in  “Here  I  Stand” 
on  United  Methodist  doctrine  (TM/UMR, 
December  1).  There  has  been  a  lot  of  talk 
about  why  United  Methodism  has  lost 
ground.  The  answers  to  this  are  as 
complex  as  the  church  itself.  One  reason 
I  have  heard  from  former  Methodists 
who  have  joined  other  denominations  is: 
"They  preach  the  Bible”  or  “You  know 
what  to  believe”  or  infinite  variations  on 
the  same  theme:  doctrine. 

As  United  Methodists  I  think  we  can  be 
proud  of  the  fact  that  we  are  a 
trinitarian,  biblically-based,  mainline 
denomination  whose  theological  roots 
are  in  the  one,  holy,  catholic  and 
apostolic  church  (the Church  Universal). 
It  has  been  our  continued  stand  to  retain 
that  theological  identity  which  has 
historically  prevented  us  from  becoming 
a  cult  on  the  one  hand  or  “just  another 
liberal  social  pressure  group”  on  the 
other. 

As  a  pastor,  more  and  more  I  feel  the 
urgency  to  preach  on  the  classical 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 
Christmas  hooks  me  even 
when  nothing  cooperates 


It  usually  happens  on  a  Sunday 
afternoon,  about  the  second  week  in 
December.  I  have  just  settled  down  to 
watch  the  Dallas  Cowboys  play  football, 
when  like  a  commercial  break  —  in  ear 
shot  of  our  two  children  —  my  wife 
announces:  “Why  don’t  we  all  have  a 
nice,  family  afternoon  and  put  up  the 
Christmas  decorations?" 

By  the  time  I  am  able  to  reach  a  point 
in  the  game  where  I  could  suggest  we 
might  begin  at  half-time,  it’s  too  late.  I 
suddenly  begin  smelling  mulled  grape 
juice,  Johnny  Mathis  has  begun  to  croon 
"White  Christmas”  from  a  stereo 
speaker,  and  the  children  have  dumped  a 
carton  of  tree  ornaments  on  the  living 
room  floor  (breaking  whatever  they 
failed  to  break  while  helping  take  down 
the  tree  the  year  before) . 

I  rise,  feeling  a  bit  guilty  because  they 
have  worked  up  so  much  spirit  and  I  am 
still  worried  about  Roger  Staubach's 
sore  finger  on  his  throwing  hand. 
"Where's  the  base  for  the  tree?”  I  shout 
into  the  kitchen.  “Let’s  see,"  my  wife 
replies,  in  a  way  I  have  grown  to  fear. 

Forty-five  minutes  pass  in  the  attic.  I 
have  located  the  base,  but  one  of  the  legs 
is  missing.  I  continue  to  search.  The  attic 
door  opens  and  my  six-year-old  daughter 
enters  carrying  a  cup  of  mulled  grape 
juice  “because  Mommy  is  afraid  it's 
going  to  get  cold."  She  gets  to  within 
about  three  feet  of  me  in  the  darkened 
attic,  trips  and  spills  the  juice  on  my  leg. 
It  has  not  gotten  cold.  In  my  pain  I  fall 
back  across  some  boxes  and  something 
sticks  me  in  the  back.  It's  the  missing 
leg. 

Thirty  minutes  later  the  tree  is  ready 
to  decorate.  The  Vienna  Boys  Choir  has 
replaced  Johnny  Mathis  on  the  stereo 
and  I  have  laid  two  strings  of  Christmas 
lights  on  the  carpet  for  testing.  While 
trying  to  help,  my  eight-year-old  son 
steps  on  two  of  the  bulbs  and  breaks 
them.  I  go  back  to  the  attic  and 


Bud  Herron 
eventually  locate  the  box  with  the  spare 
bulbs. 

I  replace  the  bulbs  and  plug  both 
strings  into  the  wall  socket.  Wonder  of 
wonders,  both  light  perfectly.  The 
children  and  I  begin  stringing  them  on 
the  tree  while  my  wife  sorts  the  other 
ornaments  (discovering  that  the  plastic 
angel  evidently  couldn’t  take  the  heat  in 
the  attic  last  summer  and  has  become  a 
plastic  blob). 

At  last  the  lights  are  on  the  tree,  but  the 
cord  is  too  short  to  reach  the  socket.  A 
search  begins  for  an  extension  cord. 
Another  twenty  minutes  pass.  We  decide 
to  take  the  extension  cord  from  the 
stereo.  Perry  Como  slur-r-r-rs  to  a  halt 
right  in  the  middle  of  "Ave  Maria. " 

The  moment  of  high  expectation  has 
come.  The  lights  are  plugged  in.  Nothing 
happens. 

“How  can  American  technology  put  an 
astronaut  on  the  moon  and  still  not  invent 
a  string  of  Christmas  tree  lights  that 
works?”  I  bellow. 

My  daughter  puts  her  arm  around  my 
juice-soaked  pant  leg.  “That’s  okay 
Daddy,”  she  says.  “We’ll  get  you  some 
new  lights.” 

That's  the  point  at  which  old  Scrooge 
Daddy  who  wanted  to  watch  the  football 
game  begins  to  remember  Christmas.  A 
tiny  hand  of  comfort  around  his  leg  has 
said  “we  care  about  you  even  when  your 
lights  don't  work.” 

From  here  —  or  some  similar  point  of 
departure  —  we  usually  finish  the 
decorating  and  the  Christmas  season 
really  begins  at  our  house. 

The  next  morning  when  I  stumble  over 
something  in  the  dark  and  discover  the 
cat  has  toppled  the  tree  in  the  night 
trying  to  reach  the  “genuine  bird 
chirper”  the  kids  put  on  a  high  branch, 
my  stomach  may  knot  but  I  know  I  won’t 
lose  the  spirit.  By  then,  Christmas  has 
me  hooked  again. 

-BUD  HERRON 


theological  themes  of  conversion, 
regeneration,  going  on  to  perfection, 
sanctification,  and  the  like.  People  don’t 
have  to  leave  our  church  to  tap  into  a 
truly  evangelical  faith!  At  the  same 
time,  we  need  to  remain  cognizant  of  the 
fact  that  Wesley  insisted  that  “the 
changed  life  should  issue  forth  in  good 
works.”  Our  social  witness  is  as  much  a 
part  of  Methodism  as  the  evangelical 
faith.  Our  problem  often  comes  when  the 
“doers”  of  social  action  do  not  have 
changed  lives  or  when  the  “changed 
lives”  don’t  do  anything. 

For  my  part,  I  affirm  both  expressions 
of  the  faith,  but  not  in  isolation  from  each 
other.  We  need  more  emphasis  on  our 
doctrine.  Or  to  put  it  another  way  we  can 
change  the  world  not  simply  because  we 
believe  in  the  Resurrection,  but  because 
WE  ARE  A  RESURRECTED  PEOPLE. 

Lee  L.  Cunningham 
Placentia,  California 

Renewal  would  be  result 

To  the  Editor: 

The  December  1  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
encouraging  United  Methodists  to  know 
the  doctrine  of  their  church  was  timely 
and  worthwhile. 

My  husband,  a  Navy  chaplain,  and  I 
have  enjoyed  using  Bishop  Nolan  B. 
Harmon’s  book  “Understanding  the 
United  Methodist  Church”  as  a 
confirmation  and  adult  study  resource 
for  many  years.  It  is  clearly  and 
concisely  written,  and  in  its  165  pages 
covers  our  doctrines,  beliefs  and  church 
structures  in  a  readable  format.  This 
paperback  is  available  from  Abingdon 
and  is  a  worthwhile  reference  work  for 
every  United  Methodist. 

I  believe  that  a  renewed  understanding 
of  our  roots  and  doctrine  would  generate 
spiritual  revival  and  renewal  among  us. 

Frances  E.  Winslow 
Chula  Vista,  California 

Firm  beliefs  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Mrs.  Isaac  Pate’s  “How  many 
members  know  our  doctrine?”  was  so 
relevant  to  me  that  I  felt  I  had  to  write 

My  huSband  and  I  have  been  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for 
almost  two  years,  yet  I  have  scant 
knowledge  of  the  basic  church  doctrines. 
Even  though  I  have  attended 
membership  classes.  Adult  Bible  Study 
classes,  numerous  church  services  and 
have  even  been  a  Sunday  School  teacher 
for  a  year,  I  cannot  tell  you  how  the 
United  Methodist  Church  stands  on  such 
important  issues  as  baptism  or  salvation. 

I  often  feel  that  the  church  is  a 
benevolent  social  club  espousing 
generalized  religion,  while  many 
members  are  longing  for  firm  beliefs  on 
which  to  build  a  Christian  life. 

Sylvia  Smith 
Manchester,  Missouri 

‘Do-gooders’  wrong 

To  the  Editor: 

Once  again  a  general  agency  of  our 
church,  in  its  zeal  to  be  a  'do-gooder,'  has 
gone  off  in  precisely  the  wrong  direction. 

In  investment  guidelines  for  the  church 
(TM/UMR,  December  8),  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  decreed  that  no  church  business 
should  be  done  with  banks  which  have 
operations  in  or  make  loans  to  South 
Africa.  I  would  call  their  attention  to  the 
article  “Should  South  Africa  Be 
Isolated?"  by  Allan  C.  Brownfield  in  the 


July  22,  1978,  issue  of  “Human  Events.” 
This  in-depth  article  quotes  many 
prominent  blacks  as  reaching  the 
opposite  conclusion.  For  example, 
William  Raspberry,  the  respected  black 
columnist  for  the  Washington  Post, 
wrote,  after  a  visit  to  South  Africa,  “I  am 
extremely  nervous  about  calls  for  pulling 
American  business  out  of  South  Africa, 
or  for  a  total  ban  on  new  investment 
there.  For  one  thing,  too  many  black 
South  Africans  have  told  me  they  think 
such  measures  are  not  in  their  best 
interest.” 

Mr.  Brownfield  concludes  his  article 
by  writing,  in  regard  to  an  embargo  or 
disinvestment,  as  proposed  by  GCFA, 
”...  they  would  do  well  to  examine  what 
the  effects  of  such  a  policy  would  be.  If 
they  did,  they  would  see  that  better  race 
relations  in  southern  Africa  would  be  ill- 
served  by  such  a  policy.  Only  radicals  in 
South  Africa  ^nd  the  communist  world 
which  seeks  to  make  that  vital  area  a 
part  of  its  own  sphere  of  influence  will  be 
pleased  with  the  results.” 

May  I  suggest  that  the  members  of  the 
GCFA  read  Mr.  Brownfield’s  article  to 
see  the  logic  behind  his  conclusion  and 
that  they  then  reconsider  their  ill- 
conceived  policy? 

Ray  H.  Smith 

Anderson,  South  Carolina 


Dangerous  act 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
meeting  of  Conference  Secretaries  and 
Statisticians  was  moved  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  from  Illinois  to  Wisconsin.  This 
action  was  in  support  of  the  Women’s 
Division  boycott  of  states  which  have  not 
ratified  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment. 

I  certainly  hope  that  the  GCFA  realizes 
the  seriousness  of  their  well  intended  act. 
As  any  pastor  knows,  there  is  increased 
pressure  to  withhold  (boycott)  certain 
apportionments  from  the  general  church 
because  of  actions  disagreeable  to  some 
people  in  a  congregation.  So  far,  I 
personally  have  been  able  to  correct  this 
kind  of  thinking  with  the  argument  that  a 
boycott  of  funds  for  the  whole  church  is 
not  appropriate  action  when  you 
disagree  with  only  part  of  it. 

The  GCFA,  by  its  action,  has  now 
eliminated  that  argument  and 
increasingly  the  question  has  become, 
“If  GCFA  can  boycott  when  they 
disagree,  why  can’t  we?”  I  have  no  good 
answer. 

I  hope  the  GCFA  will  not  have  to  reap 
the  harvest  (or  lack  of  harvest)  by  the 
seeds  they  have  sown.  Donald  j  Johnson 
Elkhart,  Indiana 
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local  churches  □  see  their  vitality  □  learn  about  their  gilts, 
ministries  and  needs  □  be  convinced  of  the  urgency  of  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Missional  Priority  □  want  to 
support  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Missional  Priority 
Rental  $15.00. 
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Asians  clear  high  hurdles 

Unity  marks  historic  convocation  as  Asian  UMs  pull  together 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Clearing  hurdles 
once  thought  too  high,  the  first  mass 
convocation  of  Asian  American  United 
Methodists  raced  to  the  finish  line  Dec.  12 
delivering  “a  winner,"  according  to 
participants  and  planners. 

Hurdles  of  geography,  ancestry, 
language  and  regionalism  as  well  as 
mistrust  were  surmounted,  said  the 
chairman,  the  Rev.  Peter  Sun  of 
Washington,  D.C.  "We  learned  we  could 
work  together  —  East  and  West,  North 
and  South.  That  was  a  great 
accomplishment.” 

Resulting  from  the  convocation’s  spirit 
of  unity  is  an  agenda  of  items  directed  to 
the  Asian  churches  themselves,  to  the 
UM  boards  and  agencies  and  to  the  1980 
General  Conference. 

"Winning"  here  at  this  first,  historic 
coming  together  Dec.  6-12  of  some  500 
Asian  Americans,  both  new  immigrant 
and  second  and  third  generation,  meant 
big  gains  in  several  areas,  according  to 
Dr.  Sun: 

•Building  of  unity  and  spirit  among 
church  members  who  often  feel  isolated 
and  alone; 

•Discovery  and  training  of  numerous 
new  lay  leaders,  particularly  female 
leaders ; 

•Training  of  lay  and  clergy  in  basic 
local  church  program  areas  through  22 


workshops ; 

•Enlarging  the  vision  of  the  future, 
especially  for  youth  and  young  adults; 

•Sharing  strategies  across  juris¬ 
dictional  lines  to  increase  the  political 
impact  of  Asian  UMs  on  the  total  church. 

Sponsoring  the  week-long  event  were 
the  National  Federation  of  Asian 
American  United  Methodists,  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  General  Council  on  Ministries 
and  all  of  the  denomination’s  six 
program  boards,  commissions  and 
communications  units. 

Participants  diverse 

Clergy,  lay  and  youth  representatives 
came  from  nearly  125  Asian  UM 
churches  in  the  U.S.  The  largest  group 
were  Korean  ( 194),  followed  by  Japanese 
(104),  Chinese  (65),  Filipino  (59)  and 
Taiwanese  (22).  A  sixth  emerging 
subgroup  under  the  federation’s  broad 
umbrella  are  the  South  East  Asians  and 
Pacific  Islanders.  In  this  group  of  58 
were  persons  of  Pakistani,  Malaysian, 
Singaporian,  Samoan,  Indonesian,  West 
Indian  and  Indo-American  ancestry. 

Of  the  319  lay  participants,  189  were 
women.  They  used  the  occasion  to 
organize  formally  a  national  caucus  of 
Asian  American  women.  Rose  Pfund, 
Honolulu,  new  chairperson,  said  the 
women  have  both  social  and  church- 
related  "special’’  needs  that  the  male 
dominated  federation  hasn’t  responded 


Pride  in  being  ‘yellow’ 
seen  UM  Asians’  task 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Grappling  with 
the  meaning  of  their  identity  as  Asian 
Americans  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  the  overarching  concern  as 
participants  young  and  old,  new 
immigrant  and  native  born  listened  to 
convocation  speakers  here. 

Participants  were  called  to  the  three¬ 
fold  task  of  assessing  the  past, 
celebrating  their  heritage  now  and 
envisioning  the  future.  Through  both 
Asian  American  speakers  and  the  study 
of  scripture  emerged  suggestions  and 
illustrations  of  how  to  understand  one’s 
identity  in  intercultural  and  interracial 
situations. 

Immigrants  and  aliens,  refugees  and 
exiles,  participants  learned,  dot  the 
pages  of  the  Bible  just  as  their  presence 
makes  headlines  today. 

U.S.  Congressman  Norman  Y.  Mineta 
of  California’s  San  Jose  district  told  a 
banquet  crowd  that  the  growing  number 
of  refugees  ..from  Indochina  and  the 
largest  influx  of  Asian  immigrants  in  the 
history  of  the  U.S.  "presents  a  great 
challenge  to  the  Asian  American 
community.” 

Mr.  Mineta,  a  laymember  of  Wesley 
UMC,  San  Jose,  said  churches  have 
played  an  important  role  in  focusing 
government  money  and  efforts  in  the 
resettlement  of  Indochinese  refugees, 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Lora  Muthiah,  a 
Malaysian  American  from  Clark,  South 
Dakota,  prays  during  the  community 
celebration  led  by  youth,  young  adults 
and  seminarians'during  the  recent  Asian 
Convocation  of  United  Methodists. 
"Strength"  is  the  word  on  the  white 
pulpit  banner.  Springing  from  the 
bamboo  stalk  is  bright  green  new 
growth. 


and  have  "picked  up  where  government 
programs  leave  off  by  taking  a  personal 
interest  in  these  individuals  and  making 
them  feel  welcome.” 

The  congressman  said  he  was  pleased  by 
the  recent  decision  of  U.S.  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  Griffin  Bell  to  admit  22,000  more 
Indochinese  refugees,  but  noted  "their 
problems  will  not  end  when  they  arrive. 
The  transition  to  a  new  way  of  life,  in  a 
new  land,  with  a  strange  language,  is 
very  difficult.” 

Convocation  participants  picked  up  on 
the  refugee  issue  by  adopting  resolutions 
strongly  urging  their  local  churches  to 
help  sponsor  refugee  families,  provide 
English  classes  in  their  churches  and 
establish  immigration  law  centers  to 
assist  newcomers. 

Addressing  the  matter  of  identity,  the 
Rev.  Lloyd  Wake  of  San  Francisco  Glide 
Memorial  UMC  who  preached  at  the 
Sunday  afternoon  community  celebra¬ 
tion,  called  on  Asian  American  United 
Methodists  to  see  themselves  as  "wounded 
healers." 

He  said  all  Asians  are  the  inheritors  of 
a  pain-filled  history  which  includes  the 
atom  bomb  —  "holocaust  Asian  style”  — 
the  My  Lai  massacre,  Western  fear  of 
"the  yellow  peril,”  Pearl  Harbor  and  the 
relocation  camps,  the  imprisonment  of 
Korean  church  leaders  today  and  the 
negative  connotations  attached  to 
“Koreagate." 

Mr.  Wake  said  there  are  three  ways  to 
deal  with  wounds:  to  cry,  to  be  silent,  or 
to  turn  pain  into  joy  and  healing.  Having 
accepted  the  pain  of  the  past,  he  called 
for  Asians  to  be  the  New  Israel  bringing 
healing  and  wholeness  to  the  church  and 
community. 

The  Rev.  Perry  Saito  of  Wauwatosa, 
Wis.,  in  a  sermon  on  the  future,  said  if 
blacks  could  change  the  negative 
connotations  into  pride  that  "Black  is 
beautiful,"  Asians  can  change  "yellow" 
into  a  word  to  be  proud  of  as  well.  He 
added  that  Asian  Americans  could  be  a 
bridge  between  whites,  other  minorities 
and  the  Third  World  because  they  have 
found  both  pain  and  success  in  America. 

Urging  a  further  look  into  the  future 
beyond  immediate  identity  with  an 
ancestry  group,  a  third  generation 
Korean  American,  Kathy  Thomas-Sano 
of  Berkeley,  said  the  ministry 
implications  for  multi-ethnic  persons 
should  not  be  overlooked.  She  pointed  out 
that  50  percent  of  the  second  and  third 
generation  Chinese  and  Japanese  have 
married  into  other  racial  groups.  As  a 
result,  about  one-half  of  the  church 
schools  are  composed  of  multi-ethnic 
children  and  youth.  "We  need  to  rethink 
our  relationship  to  a  pluralistic  society  in 
order  that  children  will  have  a  strong 
sense  of  identity." 


f  People  in  the  news 


Brown  Santas,  white  Santas 

The  Christmas  decorations  this 
year  in  downtown  Yakima,  Wash., 
will  show  a  mixture  of  white  and 
brown  Santas  and  angels  as  a  visible 
show  of  its  integration  and 
affirmative  action  policies.  Willis 
White.  Yakima’s  public  works 
director,  says  11  percent  of  the  city’s 
population  is  made  up  of  minorities. 
Public  reaction  has  been  good,  he 
says.  "More  cities  should  adopt  the 
idea." 

What’s  the  secret? 

The  secret  of  driving  2.3  million 
miles  without  an  accident,  says  Lacy 
V.  Adams,  professional  truck  driver, 
is:  "being  careful  .  .  .  keeping  my 
distance  .  .  .  and  if  the  other  person 
wants  to  pass,  I  just  let  him  pass." 
The  United  Methodist  layman  from 
Level  Cross,  N.C.,  was  recently 
presented  the  Governor's  Cup  as 
"Driver  of  the  Year"  for  his  safe¬ 
driving  record  during  the  32  years, 
nine  months  he  has  driven  for  Exxon 
Company. 


A  quilting  pro 

A  76-year-old  woman,  Sylvia 
Somerville,  says  she  isn’t  a  pro  at 
quilting,  but  other  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  in  Emeigh, 
Penn.,  disagree.  "She's  a  pro  at 
quilting,"  they  insist.  Pressed  to 
make  a  guess  at  the  number  of  quilts 
she  has  completed,  Mrs.  Somerville 
allowed  as  how  she  might  have  done 
25.  Together  the  women  have  finished 
craft  projects  that  raised  $12,000  for 
church  windows  and  insulation,  and 
$700  for  siding.  Mrs.  Somerville's 
latest  quilt  brought  $200  at  the  church 
bazaar. 

More  than  100  awards 

How  many  awards  can  one  person 
win?  So  far,  nine-year-old  Tina 
Michelle  Payne  has  won  more  than 
100,  the  latest  of  which  is  the  1979 
"Worlds  Our  Little  Miss,"  for  singing 
and  modeling.  Tina,  who  attends 
Trinity  UMC  in  Houston,  always  bows 
her  head  before  entering  competition 
and  prays  that  all  of  the  contestants 
will  do  their  best.  "And  I  always 


to  and  which  need  attention. 

In  the  last  10  years  more  than  60 
Korean  churches  have  been  organized 
across  the  nation,  breaking  the  old  image 
of  Asian/Pacific  peoples  being  pre¬ 
dominantly  located  in  the  Western  states. 
Large  numbers  of  new  immigrants  are 
entering  the  Eastern  and  Midwestern 
states  as  well.  These  three  regions  made 
up  the  majority  of  the  delegates;  the 
Southeast  and  Southwest  have  much 
smaller  populations  at  this  time. 

The  convocation  was  also  the  first 
attempt  to  include  more  than  four 
languages  in  a  church  gathering  in 
United  Methodist  history,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Jonah  Chang,  executive 
director  of  the  national  federation.  The 
convocation  song  book  included 
selections  from  at  least  12  different 
nations.  Daily  Bible  studies  were  held  in 
five  languages. 

Tensions  between  Chinese  and 
Taiwanese  (Formosan)  delegates  could 
not  be  ignored,  however.  Sharp 
differences  traced  to  the  political 
realities  of  mainland  China  and  Taiwan 
erupted  during  the  sessions  and  resulted 
in  the  Taiwanese  withdrawing  from  the 
Chinese  caucus  to  establish  their  own 
group  much  to  the  chagrin  of  the  Chinese 
representatives. 

The  week  divided  into  roughly  two 
parts.  The  first  half  concentrated  on 
training  workshops  for  laymen  and 
women,  clergy,  youth  and  young  adults. 
The  second  half  of  the  meeting  focused 
on  agenda  building  for  the  future  with 


some  30  resolutions  coming  in  the  areas 
of  human  rights,  justice  for  minorities  in 
the  U.S.,  immigrants  and  refugees, 
internal  federation  issues  and  matters 
they  wanted  the  church  as  a  whole  to 
know  about. 

Call  issued 

Addressing  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Asians  here  called  for: 

•An  inter-ethnic  consultation  before 
General  Conference  to  prepare  for  a 
continued  response  to  the  "crisis”  in 
ethnic  minority  local  churches; 

•Extension  of  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Missional  Priority  into  the  next  quad- 
rennium ; 

•Support  of  Asian  women  seminarians 
and  preparation  of  churches  to  receive 
them; 

•Examination  of  the  Asian  contribu¬ 
tion  to  theology  in  Methodism; 

•Funds  for  a  national  Asian  American 
youth  workshop; 

•Acceptance  by  cabinets  of  the 
services  of  an  advisory  committee  to 
assist  with  appointments  of  Asian  clergy 
because  churches  and  Asian  populations 
are  not  evenly  distributed; 

•Defeat  of  a  proposed  plan  to  divide  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference 
because  it  would  result  in  mostly  white 
and  mostly  ethnic  conferences. 

In  sharing  strategies,  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  caucus  unveiled  its  plan  for 
hopefully  electing  a  second  Asian  bishop 
in  1980  by  narrowing  its  selection  to  one 
candidate  by  August  1979. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  massed  choir  of  San  Francisco  Bay  area  United  Methodist 
Asian  Americans  sings  during  the  community  celebration  at  the  national  convocation 
held  here.  Conrad  Oiler  Sr.,  directs  the  choir  as  they  also  affirm  European  aspects  of 
American  culture  by  singing,  "Jesu.  Joy  of  Man's  Desiring"  and  "The  Hallelujah 
Chorus.”  SHARON  MIELKE  PHOTOS 


Church’s  Christmas  hope 


is  to  find  missing  youth 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

STURGEON  BAY,  Wis.  -  Members  of 
a  small  United  Methodist  church  here 
have  one  Christmas  wish  which  binds 
them  this  year.  It’s  "Find  David  Hoage.  ’ 

Their  community  fund  drive  by  that 
name  has  thus  far  raised  more  than 
$5,000.  The  ecumenical  prayer  vigil  they 
organized  drew  hundreds  of  persons. 
They  say  and  they  show,  reports  the  Rev 
Marilyn  Rushton,  one  of  their  pastors, 
that  "David  isn’t  just  the  Hoages’  son. 
He’s  our  son.  " 

But  David  is  still  missing. 

The  young  honors  freshman  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  at  Whitewater 
and  former  active  UMYFer  at  the 
Sturgeon  Bay  church  disappeared  Nov 
11,  after  a  traffic  accident  near  the 
campus. 

David,  18,  appeared  to  suffer  only 
scratches  after  the  bike  he  had  borrowed 
from  a  friend  was  struck  by  a  car. 
according  to  Whitewater  police.  He  told 
the  couple  in  the  car,  who  were 
concerned  about  him,  "Don’t  worry 
Everything  will  be  all  right."  He  spent  an 
hour  at  police  headquarters  filling  out  an 
accident  report  and  being  observed  for 
possible  injury. 

Then  he  left,  walking  and  pulling  the 
badly-damaged  bicycle  toward  the 
university.  A  gas  station  attendant 
recalls  seeing  him  pass  —  the  last 
person,  apparently,  to  see  him. 


thank  the  Lord  that  I  have  been  given 
the  opportunity  to  compete  with  other 
little  girls,”  she  says. 


Tina  Payne 


David  Hoage 


Police  told  TM/UMR  they  have  no 
leads  and  none  of  the  "reports"  now 
coming  Irom  persons  across  the  country 
has  checked  out.  "It’s  a  most  unusual 
case,”  a  police  lieutenant  said.  "And  he’s 
such  a  good  kid." 

They  remember  David  the  same  way 
at  Sturgeon  Bay  UMC,  Ms.  Rushton  says. 
An  officer  in  UMYF  last  year,  he  spent 
several  summers  with  that  group  at  work 
camps  in  Taos,  N.M.,  Oklahoma  City  and 
Denver.  He  attended  church  regularly, 
and  continued  to  when  he  got  to  college. 
In  fact,  she  said,  his  roommate  assumed 
the  morning  after  the  accident,  when 
David  was  not  in  the  room,  that  he'd 
already  gone  to  church. 

For  David’s  parents,  Ray  and  Dora 
Hoage  and  his  sister  and  brother,  Cindy 
and  Mark.  "There  aren’t  words  to 
describe  our  feelings."  The  Hoages  are, 
Ms.  Rushton  maintains,  "amazing 
people  They,  and  this  whole  experience, 
have  had  a  profound  effect  on  our 
church.  "  The  Hoages  were  in  church  one 
Sunday,  as  they  have  been  every  Sunday 
since  David's  disappearance,  when  Ms. 
Rushton  preached  about  the  incident  in  a 
sermon  on  "Sadness  at  Christmas  '- and 
the  joy  that  still  comes  through  pain. 
David’s  parents,  and  the  entire 
congregation,  have  dealt  openly  about 
this  particular  pain,  the  pastor  says,  and 
have  supported  one  another. 

Mr  Hoage  told  TM/UMR  in  his  own 
mind,  as  well  as  in  the  opinion  of  police, 
neither  foul  play  nor  abduction  by  a 
religious  cult  are  probable,  although  "we 
can't  afford  to  rule  anything  out."  The 
strongest  theory,  police  agree,  may  be 
amnesia  as  a  result  of  the  accident  or,  at 
least,  emotional  disturbance  of  some 
kind  because  of  it. 

David  Hoage  is  51 1"  tall,  weighs 
approximately  155  pounds  and  has 
medium-length  light  brown  hair.  He  was 
last  seen  wearing  a  bright  blue  insulated 
ski  jacket. 


U.M.  ‘Toy  Store’  spreads  Ch ristmas  joy 

NASHVILLE  —  Santa  brings  Christmas  to  life  for  a  youngster  through  "Toy  Store,"  a 
special  program  operated  by  the  United  Methodist  Neighborhood  Centers  here.  With 
funds  from  UM  churches  and  friends,  gift  certificates  are  given  so  families  can 
provide  Christmas  presents  for  their  .children.  Director  Dawn  Campbell  says  last 
year  1,579  children  from  587  referred  families  received  gift  certificates  worth  $7,895. 

TENNESSEE  l  MR  PHOTO 


Do  television  ads 
‘toy’ with  Christmas  ? 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Associate  Editor 

If  Jesus  had  been  born  in  1978,  would 
the  wise  men  have  brought  Him  "2-XL," 
the  talking  robot;  a  "Total  Control 
Racing"  set;  and  "Terron,"  the 
mechanical  monster? 

If  they  had  watched  much  television,  at 
least  they  would  have  been  strongly 
tempted  to  do  so,  say  United  Methodist 
Christian  educators,  child  development 
specialists  and  media  experts.  And  if 
Mary  and  Joseph  had  been  "average 
American  parents,"  they  would  have 
simply  smiled  at  the  gifts  and  never 
really  stopped  to  examine  what  the  toys 
were  designed  to  teach  their  infant  son. 

"Children  today  live  in  the  super¬ 
heated  world  of  advertising  hucksterism, 
designed  to  sell  products  by  telling  us 
what  material  things  are  required  for  a 
merry  Christmas,"  said  George  C. 
Conklin  Jr.,  professor  of  Communication 
and  Media  Studies  at  the  Pacific  School 
of  Religion  in  Berkeley,  Calif.  "Children 
react  by  putting  gift  demands  on  their 
parents  with  the  same  kind  of  'this-is- 
what-it-takes-to-make-my-Christmas  - 
happy’  mentality." 

Dr.  Conklin  said  that  amid  all  of  this,  a 
Christian  parent  has  the  responsibility  to 
make  some  decisions,  and  not  let  the 
television  industry  and  the  influenced 
child  run  the  whole  holiday.  He  said 
whether  the  child  wants  a  certain  toy 
should  be  considered,  but  should  not  be 
the  sole  criteria  for  the  purchase. 

"Parents  need  to  make  some  arbitrary 
decisions  based  on  the  good  of  the  child," 
Dr.  Conklin  said.  "They  need  to  ask  what 
the  toy  teaches  the  child  and  whether 
such  values  should  be  promoted  in  a 
Christian  home.  " 

Dr.  Conklin  said  parent^  particularly 
should  look  at  tovs  and  ask  what  thev  sav 
about  such  issues  as  violence  ("Missile¬ 
firing  toy  jets  can  only  be  used  to  play  at 
killing.’’),  sex  stereotypes  ( "What  does  a 
tool  set  with  only  boys  pictured  on  the 
box  tell  the  child?"),  and  materialism 
(“Does  Barbie  doll  really  need  all  of 
those  clothes  to  be  happy?") 

"Some  toys  you  just  have  to  say  ‘No’ 
to,”  agrees  Dotty  Dysard,  a  writer  of 
pre-school  and  elementary  church  school 
curriculum  from  Charlotte,  N.  C.  "You 
also  have  to  be  willing  then  to  deal  with 
the  disappointment  such  a  decision 
might  bring  in  the  child.  ’  ’ 

Ms.  Dysard,  a  frequent  contributor  to 
"The  Christian  Home"  magazine,  said 
very  young  children  may  not  be  able  ye* 


to  understand  the  parents'  seemingly 
arbitrary  decision  not  to  buy  a  certain 
toy,  but  that  eventually  the  child  can 
learn  to  take  part  in  such  consumer 
decisions. 

"With  your  children,  examine  an  ad 
closely  enough  to  be  able  to  point  out 
what  it  is  suggesting  as  well  as  what  it  is 
saying  outright.  Help  your  children 
notice  the  difference,"  she  says.  "Does  a 
young  child  really  believe  a  certain  toy 
will  make  a  fantastic  difference  ip  life? 
Does  a  teenager  recognize  the 
suggestions  that  make  a  cosmetic  seem 
desirable?  Talk  about  it.” 

Other  experts  say  the  quantity  of 
Christmas  toys  has  become  as  large  a 
problem  in  some  families  as  the  quality 
of  the  toys  purchased. 

"When  parents  give  their  children  so 
much  that  individual  gifts  become 
insignificant,  it's  time  to  look  at  the 
situation,"  says  Dorlis  Glass,  former 
children's  ministry  coordinator  for 
United  Methodism’s  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference.  "The  over-indulgence 
becomes  most  harmful  when  the 
situation  takes  another  step  and  becomes 
one-sided.  When  the  child  also  is 
encouraged  to  give  at  Christmas  — 
perhaps  to  take  time  to  make  something 
to  give  —  it's  less  likely  that  the  quantity 
of  presents  will  be  a  detriment. " 

Mrs.  Glass  says,  however,  that  over- 
indulgence  is  not  just  a  problem  at 
Christmas,  but  something  “we  need  to 
deal  with  year  round”  in  our  families. 

Ms.  Dysard  points  out  that  primary  to 
not  over-indulging  is  the  need  to  help 
children  learn  to  receive  —  a  point  also 
stressed  by  Dorothy  Jean  Furnish,  a 
professor  of  Christian  Education  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Chicago. 

“Children  learn  to  give  by  first 
learning  how  to  receive,"  Dr.  Furnish 
says.  "Children  need  to  be  given  things 
They  need  to  learn  the  joy  of  receiving. 
When  they  learn  this,  the  joy  of  giving 
becomes  meaningful  to  them  because  ol 
their  experience  on  the  other  end. '  ’ 

Dr.  Conklin  points  out  that  over- 
indulgence  is  not  only  harmful  to  the 
child,  but  to  the  adult  who  is  the  giver 

"Many  times  giving  of  material  things 
in  excess  becomes  a  substitute  for  the 
time,  attention  and  love  a  parent  feels  he 
or  she  has  neglected,"  Dr  Conklin  said 
"When  we  teach  our  children  to  measure 
love  in  terms  of  the  number  of  gifts 
given,  we  make  an  error  that  ultimately 
will  come  home  to  us  in  our  family 
relationships.” 


From 

Wesley  to  United 
The  Methodist  Story 


A 


The  Story  of  American  Methodism 

by  Frederick  A.  Norwood 


This  comprehensive  one-volume  history  of  American 
Methodism,  the  first  in  many  years,  traces  the  development 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States,  from 
its  beginnings  with  the  Wesleys  in  England  to  the  changes 
and  challenges  of  later  20th-century  America.  Development 
and  varieties  of  thinking  and  theology  are  discussed,  along 
with  Methodism  and  how  it  relates  to  other  American 
institutions.  Cloth,  $17.95;  paper.  $10.95 
“This  book  should  be  required  reading  .  .  provides  a 
valuable  sense  of  identity  .  .  Wesley  would  rejoice.  ’’ 

— Review  of  Books  and  Religion 


The  Organization  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 

by  Jack  M.  Tuell 

A  valuable  reference  book  for  all  United  Methodists,  this 
revised  edition  presents  information  for  easy  use  by  laity 
and  clergy.  The  whole  range  of  United  Methodist 
organization,  from  the  local  church  to  General  Conference 
plus  comments  by  Dr.  Tuell  on  the  church's  strengths  and 
weaknesses  make  this  volume  invaluable.  Paper.  $4.95 
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the  united  methodist  publishing  house 


PAGE  4 


TUP:  r.MTKl)  METHODIST  KKPOKTF.B 


DECEMBER  22,  1978 


Childhood  memory:  ‘ Give  and  you  shall  receive 9 


By  ERIC  WAHLEEN 
RIPON.  Wis.  —  For  awhile,  after  I 
learned  about  Santa  Claus,  I  scrawled 
childish  letters'*  to  old  St.  Nick  and 
with  my  mother’s  blessing,  sent  them 
up  the  chimney  via  the  kitchen  stove. 
“Santa  will  get  your  message,”  she 
said,  and  I  believed  her. 

Then  came  the  cruel  day  when 
some  of  my  school  friends  mocked  my 
belief  in  Santa  Claus.  I  arrived  home 
in  tears.  Mom  took  me  on  her  lap  and 
rocked  until  I  quieted  down. 

"Santa  Claus  is  a  spirit  that  lives  in 
the  heart  of  all  mankind,”  she  gently 
told  me.  “Believe  me,  my  son,  Santa 
Claus  is  very  real  and  he  did  get  your 
messages.”  I  believed  her  then  and  I 
do  now. 


Came  Christmas  day  and  I 
treasured  my  gifts,  reveling  in  the 
wonderful  spirit  of  Christmas  time. 
They  were  mine,  all  mine  —  those 
shining  toys! 

"Son,”  Mom  said,  interrupting  my 
playing.  "You’ve  been  telling  me 
about  your  little  classmate,  Robert, 
and  how  the  kids  tease  him  because  he 
is  retarded.  (Robert  took  12  years  to 
go  through  the  sixth  grade.)  “I  want 
you  to  gift-wrap  your  most  treasured 
Christmas  present  and  take  it  to 
Robert’s  home  for  his  Christmas.” 

I  howled  in  protest.  “Why  should  I 
have  to  go  all  by  myself  and  so  far 
away  just  to  give  away  my  best 
Christmas  gift .  .  .!” 

"Go,”  was  all  my  mother  said, 


pointing  firmly  to  the  door. 

I  sulked  all  the  way  through  the 
snow  to  the  little,  run-down  frame 
house  on  the  edge  of  town.  Reluctantly 
I  knocked  on  the  door.  It  opened  and  a 
gray-haired,  gaunt  looking  woman 
with  black  circles  under  her  eyes 
smiled  wanly  at  me.  "Come  in,  little 
boy,”  she  said. 

I’ll  never  forget  what  I  saw.  The 
kitchen  held  only  a  table  and  three 
rickety  chairs.  The  wood-stove  had 
bricks  under  most  of  the  legs.  The 
window-curtains,  though  neatly 
laundered,  were  tattered  and  torn. 
Worst  of  all,  in  my  young  eyes,  there 
was  no  Christmas  tree. 

My  schoolmate,  Robert  hugged  the 
stove,  wearing  a  tom  sweater  much 


too  large  for  him  to  ward  off  the  chill 
permeating  the  kitchen.  He  grinned 
nervously  at  me  as  I  silently  held  out 
the  tinsel  package.  “For  you,”  I  said, 
not  knowing  what  else  to  say. 

1  looked  embarassedly  around  the 
barren  kitchen,  so  different  from  our 
own  at  home.  Robert’s  father  sat  at 
the  kitchen  table.  His  slumped 
shoulders  revealed  even  to  my  young 
eyes  the  utter  poverty  and  the  defeat 
that  lay  so  deeply  in  his  eyes. 

The  rustle  of  cast-aside  paper 
brought  my  attention  back  to 
"retarded”  Robert’s  face.  It  was 
glowing  with  pleasure  as  he  held  the 
toy  truck  in  his  hands.  Then  he  got 
down  on  the  splintered  floor  and  made 
truck-noises  as  he  pushed  the  toy  back 


and  forth. 

“I  must  go  now,"  I  said,  again  not 
knowing  what  else  to  say.  Robert’s 
mother  escorted  me  to  the  door  and 
his  father  put  his  hand  on  my  shoulder 
wordlessly  as  I  passed  him. 

"God  Bless  you,  little  boy,"  the 
mother  said  as  she  gently  closed  the 
door  behind  me.  The  dark  circles 
under  her  eyes  seemed  to  be  gone  as 
she  waved  goodby  to  me  through  the 
window. 

I  had  the  strangest  sensation  as  I 
walked  alone  through  the  gathering 
gloom.  Snow-flakes  had  started  to  fall 
and  the  barren  trees  hung  darkly  over 
my  small  figure  trudging  through  the 
snow  down  the  country  road. 

The  strange  feeling  of  lightness 
persisted.  The  snow-wrapped  tree 


limbs  seemed  to  dance  a  shadowy  jig 
following  my  footsteps.  I  seemed  to 
hear  a  chorus  singing  “Jingle  Bells,” 
and  there  was  no  childish  fear  of  the 
dark  and  lonely  road  in  my  heart. 

Though  as  a  child  I  couldn’t  put  it 
into  words,  I  can  say  now,  a  half- 
century  later,  that  Mom  had  given  me 
first  lesson  on  the  road  to 
understanding  that  so  often  leads 
through  the  valley  of  the  shadow. 

“Give  of  yourself  and  you  will 
receive  the  treasures  of  the 
Universe.” 

Mom’s  gentle  voice  is  still  in  my 
heart. 

Mr.  Wahleen  is  a  free-lance  photo¬ 
journalist  who  now  lives  in  Everett, 
Wash. 


Outstanding  teenagers 
back  religion,  morals 


NORTHBROOK,  Ill.  (RNS)  -  The 
nation’s  outstanding  teenagers  "are  keen 
on  religion  and  maintain  traditional 
moral  values,”  according  to  results  of 
the  Ninth  National  Opinion  Survey  of 
Who’s  Who  Among  American  High 
School  Students. 

The  survey  showed  that  92  percent  of 
student  leaders  believe  there  is  a 
personal  God  or  "vital  force”  in  the 
world,  90  percent  said  religion  plays  a 
significant  role  in  their  own  moral 
standards  and  actions,  81  percent  belong 
to  an  organized  religion,  and  62  percent 
attend  services  weekly. 

Of  the  318,000  “high  achievers" 
featured  in  the  1978  edition  of  Who’s  Who, 
50,000  students  whose  biographies  were 
received  by  July  1,  1978,  were  sent 
survey  forms  and  some  21,500  returned 
the  questionnaires.  These  21,500 

Episcopalians 
claimed  to  be 
‘ruling  class’ 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  America’s 
"ruling  class,”  say  authors  Kit  and 
Frederica  Konolige,  belongs  to  the  small 
(2.8  million  members)  but  elite 
Episcopal  Church.  In  fact,  if  people 
really  want  to  be  with  it,  and  insure  their 
personal  influence  at  the  seats  of  the 
mighty,  they  should  follow  the  trek  of 
aristocrats,  or  “Episcocrats.”  The 
Konoliges  refer  to  the  Episcopal  Church 
as  the  “Home  of  Lords”  among 
America ’s  religious  groups. 

According  to  the  just-published  book 
"The  Power  of  Their  Glory:  America’s 
Ruling  Class,  the  Episcopalians”  ($12.95, 
Wyden  Books),  Episcopalians  control 
“an  estimated  one-third  of  all  the  mass  of 
corporate  wealth  in  the  country.” 
Furthermore,  one  third  of  Wall  Street 
banking  companies  are  headed  by 
Episcopalians  as  are  20  percent  of  the 
Fortune  500  corporate  giants. 

This  is  in  addition  to  the  large  number 
of  Presidents,  Vice-Presidents,  Supreme 
Court  Justices,  U.S.  Senators, 
Secretaries  of  State,  drafters  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution  and  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  who  were 
Episcopalians. 

The  Konoliges  describe  the  Episcopal 
community  in  sociological  terms:  "As  a 
cultural  phenomenon,  much  more  than  a 
religious  organization,  Episcopalianism 
remains  a  dominant  force  of  upper- 
middle-class  life  in  America. 

Episcopalians  tend  to  be  women, 
Republicans,  college  graduates, 
Easterners  and  urbanites. 

A  note  about  the  authors.  Kit  Konolige 
is  a  reporter  for  the  Philadelphia  Daily 
News  and  a  Roman  Catholic.  Frederica, 
his  wife,  a  doctor  of  English  literature  is 
a  former  professor  of  English  literature 
at  Haverford  College  and  at  Temple 
University.  She  is  Jewish. 


Classified 

help  people  whose  income  is  $55  00  per  year  to  buy 
the  bare  necessities  of  life,  and  to  fill  health  and 
educational  needs  All  work  done  in  this  country 
volunleered  Orders  are  acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  25  lo  guarantee  delivery  by  Palm 
Sunday  Kales  based  on  $4  00  per  100;  $2.00  per  50.  in 
unils  of  50  only  Only  individual  size  palms  are 
available.  African  Palms.  P.0  Box  575.  OIney.  Md 

M 


CHILD-CARE  ADMINISTRATOR:  Certified  United 
Methodist  child-care  agency,  located  in  West 
Virginia,  seeking  an  experienced,  chief 
administrative  officer  lo  operate  progressive 
program  for  children  and  families.  Immediate 
opening,  competitive  salary,  good  fringes  Mail 
resume:  Personnel  Committee.  323  North  4th  St., 
Oakland.  MD  21550  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


1380  OBEKAMMEKGAU  PASSION  PLAY  with  Holy 
Land  or  Europe  World  Wide  Group  Travel. 
Mission  lours  arranged.  Hosts  needed.  WOMITO, 
Box  660515.  Miami  Springs,  Fla  33166 


METHODISTS  OF  SANTA  FE.  N.M.  the  City 
Different,  invite  you  to  worship  with  us  when  in 
Santa  Fe.  St.  John's  United  Methodist.  J.  B.  Sharp. 

Pa^lUL 


DIRECTOR.  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH 
Activities.  New  Orleans  Area  Growing  congrega 
tion  Send  resume  R  Black.  Aldersgate  UMC.  360 
Robert  Road.  Slidell.  La  70458  <504 »  641-5823 


EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT  in  church  of  900 
members.  Active  youth  work.  Salary  negotiated 
Send  resume  with  inquiry  to  United  Methodist 
Church,  439  East  5th  Avenue.  Mount  Dora,  Fla  32757 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  needed  in  fast  growing  church  staffed  by  two 
full-time  pastors.  Minimum  starting  salary  $12,000 
with  yearly  raises.  Must  be  experienced  and  have 
bachelor  s  or  master's  degree.  Send  resume,  to 
Colonial  Hills  UMC,  5247  Vance  Jackson.  San 
Antonio,  Tex  78230. 


MINISTER  OK  DIRECTOR  ot  Education  and  Youth 
to  assume  program  and  leadership  roles 
Outstanding  facilities  Church  of  1.600  members  in 
beautiful  lake  region  Salary  commensurate  with 
background  and  experience.  Send  inquiry  with 
resume  to  Rev  Donald  M  Mackay,  Beymer 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  700  N  Lake 
Howard  Drive.  Winter  Haven.  Fla  33880 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES  GodLoves  You' 
or  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,''  16<,  100,  $15.00;  bronze 
cross,  $1  50;  poems.  “Cross  in  my  Pocket, "  2«  Plus 
postage  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church.  Raleigh.  N.C. 
27603. 


responses  formed  the  base  of  the  Ninth 
National  Opinion  Survey. 

Among  findings  selected  by  Who’s  Who 
as  especially  significant  about  top  high 
school  juniors  and  seniors  of  the  1977-78 
academic  year,  in  addition  to  their  high 
religious  interest,  were: 

•  76  percent  said  they  haven’t  had 
sexual  intercourse. 

•  82  percent  prefer  a  traditional 
marriage. 

•  54  percent  wouldn't  live  with 
someone  prior  to  marriage. 

•  77  percent  said  they  don’t  feel  racial 
prejudice  toward  others. 

•  53  percent  get  most  of  their  news 
from  television  and  42  percent  watch 
between  11  and  28  hours  of  TV  a  week. 

The  overall  picture  appears  to  be  that 
about  55-65  percent  of  "high  achiever” 
high  school  students  in  all  areas  of  the 
country  are  very  active  in  religion.  About 
25-40  percent  are  somewhat  interested 
but  not  active.  The  largest  group  of 
uninterested  students  are  in  the 
Northeast,  West  and  Midwest. 

Ten  percent  of  students  said  they 
believed  their  denomination’s  philosophy 
and  practices  have  changed  “too  much” 
with  the  times;  69  percent  thought  the 
changes  were  “about  right,”  13  percent 
felt  the  changes  were  "too  little.” 

Concerning  attendance  at  religious 
services,  62  percent  attend  weekly,  seven 
percent  “about  once  a  month,”  21  per¬ 
cent  “occasionally,”  and  five  percent  on 
holidays  only. 

On  their  religious  beliefs,  86  percent 
said  there  is  a  personal  God  or 
Supreme  Being;  six  percent  said  they 
believe  there  is  some  kind  of  Vital  Force 
or  Spirit  in  the  world,  five  percent  weren’t 
sure  whether  there  is  a  personal  God  or  a 
Vital  Force;  one  percent  said  there  is  no 
God  or  a  Vital  Force. 


6 Holiday  hoopla  ’ rapped 
at  lighting  ceremony 


the  church  today 


Louisiana  conference  again 
raps  research  project 

ALEXANDRIA,  La.  (UMC)  —  A 
resolution  against  a  $584,000  research 
project  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM),  adopted  in  June  by 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  was  reaffirmed  unanimously 
here  Dec.  2  by  the  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries. 

During  its  1978  sessions,  the  conference 
members  asked  GCOM  to  abandon  its 
“Research  Design  for  United  Methodism 
as  it  Enters  its  Third  Century”  and 
contribute  the  funds  instead  to  the 
denomination’s  three  missional 
priorities  —  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church,  evangelism  and  world  hunger.  In 
response,  GCOM  officials  explained  that 
a  substantial  portion  of  the  cost  for  the 
seven-year  project  includes  already 
budgeted  in-kind  service  by  GCOM  staff. 

Forty  members  of  the  Louisiana 


Bell  &  Howell 

1580C  Slot-thread 

List  $970.00 

CRS  PRICE  $775.00 

includas  shipping  in  48  states  when 
order  received  with  check  by  Dec.  31. 
1978  (214)  744-0346 

operated  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Council 


P.  O.  Box  990 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221 


New  Three-Month 
Study  Leave  program 

Drew  University's  Theological  School  will 
appoint  three  clergy  as  visiting  scholars  and 
pastors-m-residence  each  semester,  beginning 
next  fall.  During  three  months  at  Drew,  the  32 
pastors/scholars  will  work  with  first-year 
seminarians;  meet  with  the  Theological  School 
Faculty,  and  receive-tuition  grants  covering  all 
University  courses,  both  for  themselves  and 
their  spouses 

For  further  information  and  application 
forma,  write  or  call 

Dr.  Stanley  J.  Menking 
The  Theological  School 
Drew  University 

Madison.  NJ  07340  <  21)1  *  377-3000.  ext  419 


UM  youth  ‘recycle’  bicycles  for  others 

CORNING,  N.Y.  —  It’s  bicycle  repair  time  again  for  the  youth  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here.  For  the  last  10  years  they  have  devoted  their  spare  time  to 
repairing  and  restoring  more  than  160  junk  bicycles.  They  then  give  usable  bikes  to 
children  who  have  none  or  cannot  afford  them  around  Christmas.  Jerry  Wright 
(shown  standing  in  the  center  of  a  photo  taken  several  years  ago  of  the  youth’s 
activity)  said  the  “recycling"  idea  came  to  him  in  1967  when  he  helped  resettle  a 
family  of  immigrants  who  had  some  old  bicycles  but  didn’t  know  how  to  repair  them. 
He  thought  that  would  be  a  good  project  for  the  church  youth  —  and,  apparently,  they 
agreed.  central  n.y.umr  photo 
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Stars  unite 

NEW  YORK 
—  The  six- 
pointed  Star  of 
David  joins  the 
five  -  pointed 
Christmas  star 
and  Christmas 
tree  street  de¬ 
corations  on  a 
street  here,  as 
neigh  borhood 
Christians  and 
Jews  prepare  to 
celebrate  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Hanuk- 
kah.  Both  holi¬ 
days  fall  on  the 
same  day  this 
year. 
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Prayer  power 
seen  alive  in  12 
different  stories 

"Empowered:  Living  Experiences  of 
Talking  With  God,’’  by  Boyce  A.  Bowdon, 
John  Knox  Press,  127  pp.,  $3.95 
paperback. 

By  JACK  EDWARDS 

Boyce  Bowden,  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  makes  the  meaning  of  the 
power  of  prayer  come  alive  for  the 
reader  through  the  sharing  of  12  stories 
about  people  who  have  experienced 
power  in  prayer.  One  of  these  is  his  own 
personal  testimony  how  prayer  enabled 
him  to  overcome  difficulties  and  guided 
him  in  making  many  decisions. 

The  other  stories  are  about  people  that 
Mr.  Bowden  has  known  in  his  ministry. 
Some  have  been  family,  some  friends 
and  some  parishioners.  In  a  very 
practical  way  he  shows  how  prayer 
nourished  their  lives  in  a  meaningful 
way. 

The  greatest  message  received  from 
reading  the  book  is  how  prayer  can  be 
effective  and  nourish  the  Christian  each 
day  through  the  many  obstacles  people 
face,  such  as  blindness  or  a  speech 
problem,  or  learning  to  live  with  death 
and  unemployment,  or  overcoming 
hostility. 

Readers  can  easily  identify  with 
individuals  in  many  of  the  stories 
because  we  will  find  ourselves  having 
walked  on  that  same  road  at  some  point 
in  our  lives.  We  will  recall,  as  these 
individuals  discovered,  that  God  was 
supplying  the  guidance,  energy,  courage, 
patience  and  all  other  vital  resources 
needed  to  deal  with  their  problems. 

Mr.  Bowdon  closes  the  book  with  a 
section  on  ”12  guidelines  to  a  more 
meaningful  prayer  life.”  The  guidelines 
are  based  on  discoveries  that  the  12 
individuals  found  as  they  prayed. 

If  one  suffers  from  a  spiritual  hunger 
caused  by  the  lack  of  nourishment,  I 
would  recommend  the  book.  I  would  also 
recommend  it  to  anyone  who  desires  to 
have  a  better  understanding  of  the 
meaning  of  prayer  or  needs  to  aid  others 
to  realize  the  power  of  prayer  in  daily 
communion  with  God. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  pastor  of  Lebanon 
Memorial  UMC,  Lebanon,  Va. 


Conference  Council  meeting  here  Dec.  2 
heard  a  detailed  explanation  of  the 
project  from  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
Louisiana  representative  to  GCOM,  but 
apparently  agreed  with  one  member  who 
declared,  "We’ve  been  studied  enough.” 

Duke  endowment  grants  will 
aid  church  building 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (RNS)  —  Trustees 
of  The  Duke  Endowment  have 
appropriated  $404,236  for  rural  United 
Methodist  building  projects  in  North 
Carolina. 

The  Rev.  Albert  F.  Fisher,  director  of 
its  rural  church  program,  said  the 
endowment  has  given  $834,864  in  church 
building  grants  during  the  current  year. 

Under  terms  of  the  indenture  which 
established  the  Duke  Endowment  in  1924, 
rural  churches  of  the  two  United 
Methodist  conferences  in  North  Carolina 
receive  10  percent  of  the  income  on  the 
original  principal  of  the  endowment. 

Increase  in  church-wide  funds 
doubtful,  survey  indicates 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (UMC)  - 
Substantial  increases  in  the  amount  of 
United  Methodist  funds  available  for 
denomination-wide  use  in  the  next  six 
years  appear  doubtful,  based  on  a  survey 
conducted  by  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

The  GCFA  sent  a  lengthy 
questionnaire  in  August  to  almost  1,400 
bishops,  district  superintendents,  annual 
conference  clergy  and  lay  leaders,  and 
local  church  pastors  A  report  on  the 
findings  based  on  658  returns  was 
distributed  to  managers  of  the  fiscal 
agency  when  they  met  here  Nov.  28-Dec. 
1. 

In  brief,  the  survey  of  general  funds 
found  that  70  percent  of  the  respondents 
believe  more  money  will  be  available  in 
the  next  six  years  for  use  in  the  local 
church,  while  only  49  percent  believe 
more  will  be  available  for  church-wide 
causes.  However,  more  than  50  percent 
support  an  increase  in  World  Service 
askings  in  the  next  quadrennium. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  A  warning  to 
“commercial  exploiters’  of  Christmas 
that  many  Americans  are  getting  fed  up 
with  “Madison  Avenue  holiday  hoopla" 
shared  the  media  spotlight  here  Dec.  14 
with  the  lighting  of  the  National 
Christmas  Tree. 

The  warning,  accompanied  by  an 
“Alternatives  Santa”  and  15  elves,  came 
at  a  press  conference  near  the  White 
House,  where  minutes  later  President 
Jimmy  Carter  turned  on  the  tree  lights 
and  officially  launched  the  nation’s 
Christmas  season. 

It  came  from  “Alternatives”  —  a  non¬ 
profit  organization  founded  by  United 
Methodist  Bob  Kochtitzky  and  supported 
by  increasing  numbers  of  UMs  and 
others  who  seek  alternatives  to  big¬ 
spending  and  consumption-oriented 
celebrations  across  the  nation. 

“The  public  will  no  longer  be  taken  for 
a  ride  every  year,”  declared  Larry 
Gordon,  who  heads  a  “National 
Alternative  Celebrations  Campaign.”  He 
said  Alternatives  expects  to  send  “an 
unmistakable  message’’  in  coming 
years  to  those  who  promote  "commercial 
rituals"  at  the  sacrifice  of  other  “more 
meaningful  and  socially  responsible  ways 
to  celebrate.” 

At  the  event,  which  drew  wide  media 
coverage,  "Alternatives  elves”  paraded 
wearing  buttons  which  bore  the 
messages,  "Kick  the  Commercial 
Christmas  Habit”  and  "What’s  an 
Alternative  Christmas?" 

The  Alternatives  event  was  staged  not 
as  a  protest  of  the  tree-lighting 
ceremony,  Mr.  Gordon  told  TM/UMR, 
but  to  give  the  message  that  “there  are 
better  alternatives”  as  broad  a  national 
visibility  as  possible. 

The  organization  has  called  Americans 
to  simplify  their  lifestyles,  support 
projects  which  improve  the  quality  of  life 
for  all  people  and  divert  much  of  the 
money  they  spend  on  gifts  to  human 
welfare  concerns  —  especially  at 
Christmas,  when  an  estimated  $10  billion 
annually  are  rung  up  in  cash  registers. 

Currently  launching  some  450 
study/action  groups  in  churches  and 
communities  (some  125  of  them  UM- 
based),  Alternatives  hopes  next  year  to 
target  some  15  cities  and  states  where 
response  to  the  five-year-old  movement 
has  been  heaviest,  Mr.  Kochtitzky  told 
TM/UMR.  They  include,  in  the  East: 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Washington,  D.C. 
area,  Boston,  central  NeW  York  state, 
and  Pennsylvania  ;  in  the  South:  Atlanta, 
Dallas,  Little  Rock  and  Nashville;  in  the 
Midwest:  Madison,  Wis.  and  the  Grand 
Rapids-Ann  Arbor  area ;  and  in  the  West: 


Portland,  San  Francisco,  Seattle  and  Los 
Angeles. 

Most  groups  now  working  have  not 
been  at  it  long  enough  to  make  the  hoped- 
for  impact  this  Christmas,  he  admitted. 
“If  1,000  groups  had  been  launched,  as 
we  hoped,  perhaps  ^10  million  could  have 
been  diverted  to  human  welfare  projects 
this  Christmas, "he  said.  “As  it  is,  a 
conservative  estimate  would  be  $2-$4 
million.” 

"The  church  has  the  power  to  restore 
the  Christmas  event  to  its  proper 
perspective,"  he  said.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  been  the  dominant 
denomination  in  Alternatives  support,  he 
added. 

Since  its  formation  in  1973, 
Alternatives  has  printed  four  editions  of 
an  “Alternative  Celebrations 
Catalogue,”  reaching  more  than  100,000 
persons,  Mr.  Kochtitzky  estimates.  The 
fourth  edition  of  the  catalogue  can  be 
ordered  for  $5.00  from  Alternatives,  1924 
E.  Third,  Bloomington,  Ind.  47401. 

Tunes,  texts 
sought  for 
supplement 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  Musicians, 
worship  leaders  and  other  interested 
individuals  across  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  being  asked  to  suggest  tunes 
and  texts  for  inclusion  in  a  supplement  to 
the  denomination’s  “Book  of  Hymns." 

To  be  published  in  the  spring  of  1981, 
the  supplement  is  part  of  a  Supplemental 
Worship  Resources  series  being  issued 
by  the  Board  of  Discipleship  Section  on 
Worship.  The  1976  General  Conference 
asked  the  board  and  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  to  develop 
and  publish  a  supplement  to  the  hymnal. 

According  to  Elise  Shoemaker,  a  staff 
member  of  the  Section  on  Worship,  the 
Jask  force  is  particularly  interested  in 
material  relating  to  the  church  year  and 
to  the  sacraments  of  baptism  and 
communion. 

“Tunes  and  texts  from  the  ethnic 
minority  traditions  are  needed  along 
with  original,  contemporary  hymns," 
she  said.  “Titles  of  songs  and  hymns 
currently  in  common  use  among  United 
Methodist  churches  are  also  being 
sought.”  Deadline  for  suggesting  ma¬ 
terials  or  titles  of  tunes  and  texts  is 
Sept.  1,  1979.  They  may  be  sent  to  James 
Rogers,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
501  East  Capitol  Ave.,  Springfield,  Ill. 
62701. 
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I  believe  higher  education  is  an  important 
concern  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Deserving  young  people  should  have  access  to 
higher  education. 

Higher  education  assistance  should  be  available 
to  middle  class  families  of  all  races. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  should  continue 
its  loans  and  scholarship  support  of  deserving 
young  men  and  women  attending  college. 

My  church  gave  to  the  Student  Day  Offering 
this  year. 

Our  church's  offering  has  been  sent  to  our 
conference  treasurer. 


"If  you  can  check  yes  to  all  of  the 
above  questions,  our  sincere  thanks 
and  gratitude.  But  if  you  can't, 
especially  the  last  two,  please,  for 
the  sake  of  hundreds  of  young 
persons  whose  loan  applications 
are  holding,  find  out  why. 

Your  support  is  needed 
desperately,  now!" 

-  Dr.  Esther  Edwards 


Student  Day 

OFFERING  FUND 


For  further  information, 
contact 

Dr.  Esther  Edwards 
P.O.  Box  871 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202 
Phone  (615)  327-2700 
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Members  of  the  class  are  (sitting)  left  to  right  Mrs.  Alice 
Harper,  84;  Mrs.  Marion  McLaine,  84;  Mrs.  Lillie  Dew,  84; 
Mrs.  Mary  Smith,  90;  (standing)  Mrs.  Grace  Cox,  65,  teacher; 
Mrs.  Jane  Rowlen,  76;  and  Mrs.  Florence  Lewis,  89. 

Still  Going  Strong 


By  MRS.  LONNIE  BELL  HOPE 

SHREVEPORT  -  The 
youngest  member  of  the  class  is 
76  and  the  oldest  is  90. 

Combined,  the  ages  of  the 
seven  members  of  the  Cedar 
Grove  UMC  Ladies  Fellowship 
Class  totals  572  years  of 
Christian  living  and  service  to 
the  Lord. 

And  the  ladies  Christian 
service  is  still  going  strong. 

They’re  the  first  ones  to  dive 
into  any  project  the  church 
starts. 

Mrs.  Grace  Cox,  who  had  the 
privilege  of  being  taught  by  one 
of  the  ladies  when  she  was  a 
child,  is  now  the  teacher  of  the 
class. 

She,  like  others  in  the  church, 
enjoy  the  cozy,  colorful 

Generation  Gap  Gone 


By  REV.  BOB  TOWNSEND 
NATCHITOCHES  -  In  a  day  when 
young  people  and  older  people  are 
viewing  each  other  with  an  increasing 
amount  of  mistrust  and  suspicion,  there 
is  a  most  unique  and  interesting  situation 
at  College  Avenue  UMC. 

Two  divergent  groups  —  the 
youngsters  and  the  not-so-youngsters  — 
have  blended  together  to  form  an  active, 
going  church. 

This  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
incorporation  of  a  significant  number  of 
students  at  Northwestern  State 
University  into  the  mainstream  of  the 
church’s  life. 

I  am  not  only  pastor  of  the  church,  but 
campus  minister  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  NSU,  as  well,  and  most  of 
the  young  people  began  coming  to  the 
church  because  of  the  relationship  we 
had  developed  at  Wesley. 

Still  others  have  come  because  of  the 
church’s  location  to  the  main  dormitory 
complex  on  campus  (it’s  just  across  the 
street). 

The  students  have  apparently  liked  - 
what  they  have  seen  and  experienced,  for 
now  they  are  inviting  their  classmates  to 
church  at  College  Avenue  to  such  an 
extent  that  on  any  given  Sunday  up  to 
half  of  the  congregation  is  comprised  of 
students.  On  some  Sundays  more  than 
half  are  students. 

The  students  have  become  a  very 
valuable  part  of  the  life  of  the  church  — 
an  interesting  fact  since  the  majority  of 
the  regular  church  members  are  old 
enough  to  be  their  grandparents.  They 
are  now  helping  teach  Church  School 
classes,  tending  the  nursery,  performing 
special  music  during  worship,  leading 
worship  and  even  preaching  from  time  to 
time. 

And  the  church  has  played  a  major  role 
in  their  lives  as  well.  Within  the  past  year 
two  young  men  have  joined  this  little 
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Women  Clergy  To  Meet  At  Perkins 


classroom  which  the  women 
have  decorated  with  carpets, 
pictures  and  comfortable 
furniture. 

On  a  decorated  table  sits  the 
ladies’  money  jar  where  money 
for  special  offerings  and  projects 
is  stored. 

The  women  greet  everyone  on 
Sundays  with  smiles  and  they 
not  only  pray  but  work  to  help 
their  church,  the  ill  and  the 
grieved. 

The  list  is  long  of  their 
accomplishments  for  some  of 
them  have  been  workers  in  this 
church  for  50  years  or  more. 

They  are  an  inspiration  to  us 
all. 

(Mrs.  Lonnie  Bell  Hope  is  a 
member  of  Cedar  Grove  U.M.C.) 


DALLAS  —  Six  clergywomen 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  be  among  some  700  persons 
who  are  expected  to  attend  the 
United  Methodist  Clergywomen’s 
Consultation  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  here  Jan.  2-5,  1979.  In 
addition,  a  representative  of  the 
t  conference  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  and  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet  have 
registered  for  the  event. 

Leadership  for  the  consulta¬ 
tion  from  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  includes  a  workshop  on 
clergy  couples  led  by  Rev.  Carole 
Cotton-Winn.  She  is  also  sche¬ 
duled  to  serve  as  liturgist  for 
one  of  the  worship  services.  She 
was  assisted  in  planning  for 
the  service  by  Rev.  Nancy 
Gammill,  Rev.  Kathy  Clark, 
Rev.  Marie  Williams,  Rev.  Carol 
Winn,  Rev.  Theresa  McConnell  - 
Miller,  and  Rev.  Brenda 
Layman. 

The  consultation  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Commission  on 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  and 
the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  A  ma¬ 


jor  purpose  of  the  consultation 
is  to  help  the  church  become 
more  receptive  to  women  clergy. 

The  first  consultation  was  held 
in  1975.  Much  of  the  agenda  dealt 
with  advocacy  issues  and  the 
creation  of  a  supportive 
community  for  the  women. 


While  both  those  concerns  will  be 
evident  in  the  Dallas  meeting, 
the  focus  of  the  event  will  be 
continuing  education.  Fifty-two 
workshops  are  being  offered, 
and  continuing  education  credits 
will  be  given  through  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry 


in  Nashville. 

Currently,  855  women  are 
under  appointment  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  with 
assignments  in  local  churches  or 
special  appointments.  Several 
hundred  more  are  enrolled  in 
seminary. 


Laity  Day  -  ’79  Set 


Perkins  School  of  Theology  —  S.M.U. 
sixth  annual  Laity  Week  has  been  sche- 
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church  who  are  currently  engaged  in 
training  for  the  Ordained  Ministry. 

Mark  Benge,  who  is  currently  enrolled 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  was 
recommended  this  November  as  a 
Candidate  for  Ordained  Ministry.  Allen 
Lawrence  is  serving  temporarily  as  the 
pastor  of  the  Pollock  Charge  in  the 
Alexandria  District. 

Both  young  men  have  been  very  active 
in  the  program  and  ministry  at  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Northwestern. 

Still  others  have  found  their  faith  and 
commitment  deepened  by  the  experience 
of  such  intense  Christian  Community  as 
now  characterizes  College  Avenue 
Church. 

Another  Wesley  student,  Jim  Gibson, 
who  was  active  in  the  church,  has  left 
Natchitoches,  to  become  one  of  the  youth 
counselors  at  the  First  UMC  in  his  home 
town  of  Pineville. 

Each  group  feels  the  advantages  of  its 
association  with  the  others. 

The  students  have  brought  with  them 
vigor  and  excitement  and  have  instilled 
the  regulars  '  with  renewed  hope, 
confidence  and  enthusiasm. 

In  turn,  the  members  of  this  older 
group  have  shared  with  the  students 
their  wisdom  —  wisdom  which  only 
increasing  age  can  produce. 

Each  group  is  eager  to  share  with  and 
give  to  the  other  such  as  it  has  to  offer. 

The  love  exhibited  between  these  folks 
of  different  ages  is  a  beautiful  thing  to 
see  in  this  world-gone-mad  in  which  we 
live. 

(Rev.  Bob  Townsend  is  Pastor  at 
College  Ave  UMC  and  is  Campus 
Minister  at  the  Northwestern  State 
University  Wesley  Foundation). 


January  Calendar 


1  New  Year’s  Day 

5-  7  Living  With  Limited  Resources:  Center  for  Continuing  Education, 
University  of  Oklahoma,  Norman,  Okla. 

6  Epiphany 

7  Covenant  Sunday 

8-10  Teacher  Training  and  Development  (Euless  UMC,  Euless,  Texas) 

8-12  Christian  Witness,  Dallas,  Texas 
10  Special  Session  of  Annual  Conference,  First  Church,  Shreveport 
16-17  Assembly  (LIC)  Alexandria 
18-20  Convocation  of  Boards 
18-25  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity 

23-24  Grass  Roots  Media  Use  for  the  1980s  (Center  for  Continuing  Education, 
Ok/ahoma  University,  Norman,  Okla.) 

25  One  Day  with  Lyle  Schaller  (Church  Growth,  A  Caring  Fellowship) 
Euless  UMC,  Euless,  Texas 

26  Church  Growth  —  A  Caring  Fellowship  —  (Platte  Wood  UMC,  Kansas 
City )  One  Day  with  Lyle  Schaller. 


Working  Together  To  Make 
Louisiana  Better  Place 


Rev.  James  Stovall 


Schaller  To  Lead  Kansas  City  Seminar 
On  Church  Growth /Fellowship 


‘‘One  Day  With  Lyle  E.  Schaller,”  a 
time  of  considering  church  growth  and  the 
church  as  a  caring  fellowship,  has  been 
planned  by  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
to  be  held  Jan.  26,  1979,  Platte  Woods 
United  Methodist  Church,  Kansas  City, 
Missouri. 

Dr.  Schaller  will  speak  on  such  topics 
as:  identifying  and  removing  barriers  to 
church  growth;  how  does  the  glue  that 
holds  a  congregation  together,  keep  it 
from  reaching  and  assimilating  new 
members;  two  exercises  in  defining 
control  and  identifying  responsibilities 
for  church  growth  in  a  congregation. 


Dr.  Schaller  will  also  speak  to  concerns 
that  are  brought  to  the  event  by  the 
participants. 

The  event  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  and  be 
concluded  by  5  p.m.  Registration  fee 
which  includes  the  noon  meal  is  $12.50 
per  person.  Registrations  should  be 
made  through  the  annual  conference 
Council  Director,  Ray  Branton,  P.O.  Box 
4325 Shreveport,  La.  71104. 

Pastors,  minister  of  evangelism,  work 
area  chairpersons  of  evangelism  and 
interested  persons  are  urged  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  discussing  ways  of 
strengthening  the  local  church  and  its 
ministries. 


duled  for  February  8-10. 

The  Laity  Week  begins  with  registra¬ 
tion  at  noon  on  Thursday,  February  8, 
and  closes  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
February  10.  The  lecturer  will  be  Dr. 

Leroy  T.  Howe,  Professor  of  Philosophical 
Theology  at  Perkins. 

He  will  present  three  lectures  on  the 
theme,  ‘‘Faith  In  The  Quest  For  Whole¬ 
ness.” 

Registration  fee  is  $25.00.  Partial 
registration  is  provided  for  those  wishing 
to  register  for  either  one  or  two  days  of 
the  three  day  event.  The  partial  registra¬ 
tion  fee  is  $15.00. 

No  meals  or  lodging  are  included  in 
the  registration  fee. 

More  information  can  be  obtained  by 
writing  the  Department  of  Continuing 
Education,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  - 
S.M.U.,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 

Around  The  Conference 


Named  To  Board 

Mrs.  Truman  L.  (Amy)  Ward, 
Louisiana  Conference  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women, 
was  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation  at  its  Nov. 
27  meeting  in  Alexandria. 


If  You  Want  To  Use 
Conference  Tapes 9  Films 


The  main  purpose  of  the  Louisiana 
Inter-Church  Conference  is  to  get  the 
different  denominations  and  churches  of 
the  state  to  ‘  come  to  the  table  .  .  .  accept 
Life  and  share  it  with  others,”  Rev. 
James  Stovall,  executive  director  of  the 
Inter-Church  Conference,  recently  told 
the  Zachary  United  Methodist  Women. 

This  Conference  was  organized  in 
February  1970,  beginning  with  11 
different  denominations  and  today  it  has 
20  different  denominations  working 
together  with  the  State  to  make 
Louisiana  a  better  place  to  live,  he  told 
the  women  at  their  recent  meeting. 

The  Conference  was  formed  for  two 
reasons,  he  said.  That  within  the  church 
we  might  accept  and  show  our  con¬ 
cern  for  one  another  and  to  accept  the 
different  denominations.  And,  secondly, 
so  that  we  can  witness  from  the  church  to 
the  state  ...  to  let  the  state  know  we  are 
concerned  about  the  problems  in 
Louisiana. 

“Some  of  our  present  projects  include: 
aiding  the  poor,  helping  senior  citizens, 
helping  those  in  nursing  homes,  relieving 
unemployment,  and  working  for  prison 
reform,”  he  said. 

“We  were  the  ones  to  instigate  a 
complaint  mechanism  within  the  legis¬ 
lature  so  that  if  an  elderly  person  is  mis¬ 
treated  in  a  nursing  home  they  have 
someone  they  can  voice  a  complaint  to  -  to 
get  help."  he  said 

"At  present,  the  Coherence  is 
undertaking  the  task  of  financing  the 
building  ol  a  chapel  at  Angola  —  a  multi¬ 
purpose  facility  which  will  enable  all 
faiths  to  worship  in  the  denomination  ot 
their  choice." 


Church  memberships  or  renewals  to 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Resource 
Center  must  be  submitted  by  Jan.  1, 1979. 

The  Conference  Resource  Center, 
located  at  100  E.  Kings  Hwy.  in 
Shreveport,  uses  all  funds  obtained  from 
subscription  fees  to  purchase  new  audio 
visuals. 

If  a  church  submits  a  subscription  fee, 
any  member  of  that  church  can  use  the 
materials  or  audio  visuals  throughout  the 
year  at  no  additional  cost. 

The  Center  serves  as  a  depository  for 
more  than  600  audio-visuals,  including 
16mm  motion  pictures,  35mm  filmstrips, 
records,  games,  tapes,  cassettes, 
posters/ pictures,  slides  and  media  kits. 

‘ Christians 
And  Politics’ 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  ‘‘Christians  and 
Politics"  was  the  topic  Lt.  Governor 
James  Fitzmorris  spoke  about  at  the 
Dec.  5  meeting  of  the  Uptown  United 
Methodist  Men’s  meeting. 

At  the  meeting  Ralph  Hogan,  from 
Parker  Memorial  Church,  was  named 
president  while  Pat  Latuso  of  Carrollton 
Ave.  UMC  was  named  vice  president. 

Lee  Arthur  Johnson  of  Napoleon  Ave 
UMC  was  elected  secretary  and  Gerald 
VanPelt  of  Carrollton  Ave.  UMC  will  be 
serving  as  treasurer. 

The  Uptown  UMC  Men  is  comprised  ot 


members  of  Carrollton  Ave.,  Parker 
Memorial,  and  Napoleon  Ave.  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  the  New 
Orleans/Houma  Districts. 

Pony  Express  Success 

HAMMOND  —  Hammond  First  UMC 
is  happy  to  report  the  Pony  Express, 
under  the  direction  of  Ross  Downing, 
went  over  the  lop  for  the  1979  budget. 

*  *  * 

Tom  Matheny,  Conference  layleader, 
president  of  the  Judicial  Council,  and  a 
member  of  First  UMC,  delivered  the 
Sunday  message  at  Hammond  First  Dec. 
10  He  spoke  about  “We  Can  Be  A  Great 
Church." 

In  Mernoriam 

Funeral  services  for  Willee  T. 
Henderson,  full-time  local  pastor  for 
Walmsley  -  Mason  Charge,  were  held  this 
month. 

Rev.  Henderson,  67,  died  on  Dec.  2  at 
Charity  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 

Fellowship  Day 

BATON  ROUGE  -  Rev."  Charles  T. 
Smith,  pastor  of  Shiloh  Baptist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge,  spoke  at  the  recent 
Fellowship  Day  Worship  Service  at 
Camphor  UMC.  The  theme  for  the 
occasion  was:  “God  is  Love  —  Unlimited 
Love  is  the  Spirit  of  A  Christian.  ' 

Mrs,  Gloria  Handy  was  coordinator  of 
the  program 


1 000  Club  Presents... 

PLAQUEMINE  —  In  November  Woody  Atkinson  (right)- 
presented  the  chairman  of  the  Hurst  UMC  building 
committee,  Raymond  Smith  Sr.  (middle)  with  a  check  for 
$8,388  from  1000  Club.  The  church  was  rebuilt  in  1977  and 
consecration  services  were  held  in  November,  1977.  Rev. 
Wilbur  Davis  Sr.,  pastor  of  the  church,  (left)  expressed  his 
appreciation  for  the  generous  contribution  of  the  1000  club. 
Dr.  W.T.  Handy  Jr.,  district  superintendent  of  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  District  was  also  present. 
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What  do  the  ‘top  stories’  of  1978 
tell  us  about  United  Methodism? 
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What  were  the  “big  stories’’  in  United 
Methodism  during  the  past  12  months? 

TM/UMR  editors  and  staff  grapple 
with  this  question  at  the  end  of  each  year. 

Determining  the  top  stories  of  the  year 
is  not  an  easy  task  for  several  reasons : 

•  First,  the  "biggest  story”  from  a 
journalistic  standpoint  is  not  always  —  or 
even  usually  —  the  most  important  thing 
happening  in  the  church.  With  few 
exceptions,  the  most  important  events  in 
the  church's  life  are  too  commonplace  to 
garner  headlines  in  a  newspaper.  The 
ongoing  ministries  in  local  churches  as 
they  attempt  to  be  faithful  to  Jesus  Christ 
through  worship,  service,  outreach,  and 
nurture  are  undoubtedly  the  real  story 
every  year  the  church  lives  up  to  its 
responsibility  to  be  the  Body  of  Christ. 

•  Second,  once  the  focus  is  narrowed 
to  mean  the  biggest  "news  story”  of  the 
year,  there  still  is  no  easy  answer 
usually.  The  task  cannot  be  completed  by 
counting  stories  on  a  given  topic  or  by 
measuring  the  size  of  headlines  used  to 
gain  the  attention  of  readers.  Although 
these  factors  may  be  significant 
indicators,  they  never  can  be  regarded 
as  an  absolute  formula  for  measuring 
significance.  The  final  choice  is  almost 
always  subjective. 

This  year  the  task  was  no  less  difficult 
than  usual.  Our  final  verdict  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue)  was  that  the 
following  three  stories  led  all  others  dealt 
with  in  TM/UMR  during  1978:  (1)  Issues 
related  to  the  struggle  for  majority  rule 
in  Zimbabwe/Rhodesia;  (2)  Continuing 
controversies  related  to  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  and  the  church;  and  (3) 
Legal  and  ethical  entanglements  and 
churchwide  implications  of  the  bank¬ 
ruptcy  of  Pacific  Homes  retirement 
facilities  in  the  UMC’s  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference. 

Having  judged  these  stories  to  be  the 
most  significant  of  the  year,  the  next 
question  must  always  be:  What  does  the 
prominence  of  such  stories  say  about  the 
United  Methodist  Church?  We  believe,  at 
a  minimum,  they  suggest  the  following 
reflections: 

•  Our  church  is  not  concerned 
exclusively  with  what  goes  on  inside  its 
own  four  walls.  Each  of  these  three 
issues  has  grown  out  of  our  church’s 
commitment  to  manifest  the  Christian 
gospel  in  the  world.  While  faithfulness  to 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  cannot  be 
measured  in  terms  of  the  amount  of 
controversy  in  which  we  find  ourselves 
embroiled,  a  church  which  avoids  the 
risk  of  controversy  at  all  costs  is  unlikely 
to  be  fulfilling  the  mandates  of  the  gospel 
fully  and  faithfully. 

•  Each  of  these  stories  is  not  really 
new,  but  is  a  continuation  of  decisions 
made  and  actions  taken  in  previous 
years.  While  too  much  could  be  made  of 
this,  we  believe  it  is  valid  to  ask  why  1978 
seems  to  have  offered  relatively  little 
"big  news”  about  bold  new  challenges 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
undertaken  in  the  name  of  Christ.  Is  it 
possible  that  too  many  of  us  have  become 
so  bogged  down  with  maintenance 
functions  and  problem-solving  that  our 
creative  vision  has  been  dulled? 

•  Each  of  these  issues  appears  to  have 
created  more  alienation  than  unity  of 
purpose  among  the  church's  member¬ 
ship.  Persons  of  integrity  and  strong 
convictions  stand  on  all  sides  of  each 
issue.  The  church’s  leadership  is  left 
in  the  position  by  this  fact  of  angering 
some  portion  of  the  church’s  member¬ 
ship  no  matter  what  action  is  taken 
or  is  not  taken.  And,  at  year’s  end, 
each  of  these  issues  remains  unresolved 
and  thereby  portends  the  likelihood  of 
further  divisiveness  during  the  coming 
year. 

In  a  church  as  diverse  as  the  UMC,  it  is 
neither  possible  nor  desirable  for  the 
church's  membership  to  agree  on  every 
issue  which  arises.  We  can  be  grateful 
that  our  church  does  not  place  uniformity 
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of  belief  and  action  above  all  other 
values.  However,  the  UMC’s  members 
are  in  clanger  of  becoming  demoralized 
and  the  UMC  is  sadly  in  need  of  at  least  a 
few  common  goals  which  members  can 
affirm  and  rally  together  to  support. 
Unless  our  controversies  are  balanced  in 
some  measure  by  emphases  which 
positively^tnotivate  our  church’s  mem¬ 
bers,  we  will  find  ourselves  increasingly 
splintered  and  divided  with  each  passing 
year. 

This  is  a  need  we  believe  every  United 
Methodist  leader  would  do  well  to 
consider  and  act  upon  during  the  coming 
year.  We  would  welcome  the  opportunity 
this  time  next  year  to  point  to  at  least  one 
"big  news”  event  of  1979  which  had  a 
greater  uniting  than  dividing  effect  upon 
the  church’s  members. 

Christmas  Tide 

By  PAUL  L.  STAMBAUGH 
The  ways  of  God  —  a  puzzle, 

The  way  of  Christ  —  a  mystery : 


My  Witness 

What  if  Jesus  had  waited  until  now  to  come? 


We  know  not  the  how. 

Only  the  why  and  the  what: 

For  the  answers  of  this  world 
Are  rooted  in  souls. 

Souls  are  the  mangers 
Of  this  universe; 

Where  the  Christ  comes  hidden 
Like  the  child; 

Souls  come  from  the  heart  of  God 
And  return  there, 

Some  more  tarnished  than  others, 

But  none  the  worse  for  wear. 

( The  evil  of  this  world  stays  behind, 
Waiting  to  be  forgiven.) 

written  during  a  performance 
of  "Messiah,”  December  10, 1978 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  J.  LESTER  McGEE 

If  for  some  reason,  best  known  to  God, 
Jesus'  coming  into  this  world  had  been 
delayed  until  now  —  this  year,  1978  — 
how  would  He  be  bom?  How  would  He 
come?  Where  would  He  come? 

Would  He  come  into  our  world  by  way 
of  a  virgin  and  risk  being  dubbed  an 
illegitimate  child,  or  subjecting  His 
parents  to  gossip  as  neighbors  counted 
the  months  from  their  marriage  until  His 
birth?  Would  the  "New  Morality” 
advocates  insist  it  didn’t  matter  whether 
His  father  and  mother  were  married  or 
not?  Would  the  "Situation  Ethics”  school 
say  they  should  be  married,  ordinarily, 
but  in  this  instance  there  would  be 
extenuating  circumstances?  Or,  maybe, 
would  He  choose  to  come  via  a  test  tube 
and  thus  eliminate  all  that  "virgin  birth" 
fuss? 

Would  he  choose  as  His  earthly  father  a 
carpenter,  a  Teamster,  a  farmer,  a 
banker,  a  businessman,  an  airforce 
enlistee?  Would  the  boy  Jesus  carry  the 
dinner  pail  to  His  father  on  the  picket 
line?  Would  He  be  proud  of  His 
“guerrilla”  dad  in  the  African  swamp 
jungles  or  engaged  in  Ireland’s  or  Iran’s 
internal  struggle? 

Would  He  come  into  a  Jewish  family 
this  time?  If  so,  where?  In  Israel  or  on 
the  Jordanian  side?  Or  maybe  in  Egypt? 
He  would  probably  be  just  as  safe  there 
now  as  2,000  years  ago.  Would  He  prefer 
another  Jewish  community  in  New  York 
City  or  Miami  Beach? 

Would  He  prefer  to  come  now  as  a  non- 
Jew?  Maybe  a  PLO?  Would  He  more 
likely  be  accepted  this  time  by  both  Jews 
and  Arabs,  as  well  as  all  Gentiles,  by 
coming  as  something  other  than  a  Jew? 
And  since  four-fifths  of  the  earth’s  people 
are  presently  non-white,  would  He  prefer 
to  come  non-white?  And  since  the  world’s 
most  populous  country  is  China,  ifxHe 
came  as  a  Chinese,  what  would  His 


chances  be  with  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
People  s  Republic?  Or  would  He,  in 
sympathy  for  the  starving  millions  of 
another  land,  choose  to  come  as  an  Asian 
Indian  and  be  one  of  that  land's  millions 
caught  in  the  crucible  of  new  and  old 
ways  of  life? 

Would  he  perhaps  select  some  other 
out-of-way  place  like  Albania,  Mongolia, 
Nepal?  Would  He  be  better  received, 
believed  and  followed? 

Or,  aware  of  the  world-wide  racial 
revolution,  the  emerging  new  African 
nations,  the  clamor  for  black  majority 
rule,  would  He  prefer  to  come  as  a  dark- 
skinned  Saviour?  Would  He  be  accepted 
and  acclaimed  by  the  black  race?  And 
then  what  would  be  His  chances  for 
acceptance  by  Caucasians?  How 
acceptable  would  He  be  in  the  terrorist 
ranks  of  the  Middle  East,  Italy  or 
Holland? 

Or  scanning  the  world  scene  and 
grieved  by  the  desecrating  of  Russian 
cathedrals  as  temples  of  atheism,  would 
he  choose  to  be  born  in  Moscow  —  and 
take  His  chances  among  people  who  are 
being  taught  that  He  isn’t,  that  He  never 
was,  and  never  can  be? 

Would  He  come  by  way  of  Uganda  and 
take  His  chances  with  bloody  old  Idi 
Amin?  Would  He  come  to  Rome  and  find 
a  spot  for  His  manger  in  the  Vatican? 
Would  He  choose  to  enter  the  human  race 
in  cagey  Castro's  Cuba,  Somoza’s  strife- 
stricken  Nicaragua,  or  everybody's  and 
nobody’s  battle-leveled  Lebanon? 

Would  He  choose  to  invade  this  earth 
via  the  world’s  richest  and  most  affluent 
nation?  If  so,  into  what  class  and 
culture?  What  ethnic  group?  And  into 
what  section  of  the  country?  Would  He 
choose  some  simple  little  village  in 
Western  Kansas,  a  dirty  mining  camp  in 
Eastern  Kentucky,  or  the  peanut  land  of 
South  Georgia? 

Would  Harvey  Cox  and  his  ilk  have 


Him  born  in  some  secular  American  city 
like  Chicago,  Atlanta,  Denver,  Dallas, 
Los  Angeles  or  Bethlehem,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania? 

If  He  came  white,  would  the  Negro 
community  accept  Him?  If  He  came 
black,  would  the  Bible  Belt  whites  do 
Him  honor?  If  He  came  upper  middle 
class,  would  He  be  accepted  by  the  poor, 
the  disadvantaged,  the  under¬ 
privileged?  If  He  were  to  be  born 
anywhere  in  America  today,  would  the 
"death-of-God”  cohorts  broadcast  the 
false  report  that  He  died  in  childbirth? 
Would  Bishop  Robinson  swear  "honest- 
to-God’  ’  He  wasn't  born  at  all?  Would  the 
"Comfortable  Pew"  writers  be  critical  of 
His  "uncomfortable”  manger?  Would 
the  social  strategists  have  Him  delay  His 
coming  until  they  got  everybody  on  the 
block  organized  to  receive  Him? 

If  He  came  on  the  back-campus  side  of 
any  American  academic  community, 
would  He  have  to  crawl  out  of  His 
swaddling  clothes  and  into  a  laboratory 
test  tube  to  have  His  God-like  identity 
established  and  attested? 

Would  the  revolting  punk  rock  singers 
and  the  non-conforming  "jivers"  follow 
His  Star  all  the  way  to  the  manger,  and 
then  stage  a  rollicking  rock  concert  or 
drawn-out  sit-down  until  He  finally  left 
for  Egypt  in  search  of  quiet  and  sanity? 

In  the  light  of  today's  feminist 
movement  (ERA,  etc.)  would  He 
consider  now  coming  as  a  daughter 
instead  of  a  son? 

Would  His  un-acceptability  to  hedon¬ 
ists,  homosexuals,  acid  heads  and  free 
lifestylers  give  Him  second  thoughts 
about  coming  at  this  time? 

Would  the  Water-Korea-gating, 
political  grafting  and  corruption  of  our 
decadent  time,  the  avant-garde 
liberalization,  apostacy,  and  near-death 
doldrums  of  conventional  church-ianity 


tempt  Him  in  the  least  NOT  TO  COME 
AT  ALL? 

Now  that  we  have  made  our 
speculations  in  the  name  of  1978 
relevancy,  doesn't  it  seem  as  though 
Almighty  God  in  His  wisdom  made  the 
right  choice  of  TIME,  PLACE, 
MANNER  AND  PERSON? 

He  came  on  time  as  God's  clock  of  the 
universe  struck.  He  came  to  the  right 
place.  He  came  in  the  right  manner,  both 
regal  and  lowly  enough.  He  came  THE 
RIGHT  PERSON,  IMMANUEL,  GOD- 
WITH-US. 

And  even  though  He  came  unto  His 
own,  and  His  own  received  Him  not,  isn't 
it  true  today  that  unto  those  who  receive 
Him,  He  gives  power  to  become  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  THE  MOST  HIGH, 
most  merciful  and  loving  God? 

And  whether  the  reader  realizes  it  or 
not,  the  writer  has  just  preached  a 
sermon  which  can  never  be  uttered  again 
just  like  this.  Why?  Because  nearly 
everything  said  evolves  out  of 
contemporary  global  conditions  and 
world  events.  Next  Christmas  this 
message  will  be  out-of-date.  These 
conditions  will  not  obtain.  These  events 
will  be  passe,  and  new  events  and  new 
personages  will  have  claimed  our  atten¬ 
tion.  New  situations  will  have  emerged. 

Everything  and  everyone  in  this 
conjecture  is  that  transitory  and  headed 
for  antiquity  or  oblivion  —  except  one 
person  —  Jesus  Christ,  although  born 
into  our  world  2,000  years  ago,  will 
remain!  He  will  not  be  out-of-date,  for  He 
is  the  same  Christ,  Son  of  God,  Saviour  of 
all  people  in  all  times  and  places  and 
conditions  —  yesterday,  today  and 
forever! 

The  Rev.  J.  Lester  McGee  is  a  retired 
member  of  the  UMC's  Missouri  East 
Annual  Conference.  He  now  lives  in 
Albany,  Georgia. 


Arms  convocation  rhetoric  was  out  of  touch  with  reality 


To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  coverage  of  the 
national  “Reverse  the  Arms  Race” 
convocation  at  Riverside  Church  in  New 
York  (TM/UMR,  December  15).  We  need 
to  know  what  is  going  on  and  your 
account  gives  us  a  picture  of  what 
appears  to  me  as  dealing  in  selected 
truths  and  half-truths  that  is  less  than 
honest,  but  is  a  temptation  we  all  face  in 
dealing  with  controversial  issues  about 
which  we  feel  very  strongly.  To  see 
church,  labor  and  government  leaders  of 
national  prominence  yield  to  this 
temptation  is  disappointing  and 
disconcerting. 

William  Sloane  Coffin  likens  civil 
defense  exercises  to  "Mr.  Jones’  ‘Kool 
Aid’  drills.”  I  fail  to  see  how 
preparations  and  ,  drills  for  the 
evacuation  of  target  areas,  rescuing 
persons  injured  in  an  attack,  and  hiding 
target  areas  by  blackouts  are  "suicide 
drills.”  I  think  staying  in  these  areas 
without  preparation  for  escape  or  coping 
is  far  more  likely  to  be  suicidal. 

Congressman  Dellums  says,  “I  am 
convinced  that  the  United  States  is 
preparing  to  be  able  to  launch  a  first- 
strike  attack  against  the  Soviet  Union.” 

We  are  doing  more  than  that.  The 
deterrence  value  of  massive  retaliation 
which  has  been  our  policy  since  John 

Here  I  Stand 

Singing  Christmas  carols 
was  disturbing  experience 


Foster  Dulles  was  Secretary  of  State 
depends  upon  more  than  a  first  strike 
capability.  Retaliation  must  assume  that 
much  of  our  weaponry  will  be  destroyed 
before  it  can  be  used.  A  congressman 
should  know  this. 

In  the  light  of  history  it  is  silly  to 
believe  that  surrendering  our  ability  to 
defend  ourselves  will  make  us  safe. 
China  was  not  restrained  by  Tibet’s  de- 
ferselessness.  Czechoslovakia  has  twice 
been  the  victim  of  communism’s 
eagerness  to  take  over  a  defenseless 
country.  Hungary  has  learned  the  fate  of 
those  who  seek  to  throw  off  a  communist 
satellite  regime  by  force.  In  Europe  and 
Asia  no  country  has  fallen  under  the 
domination  of  communism  and 
recovered  its  freedom. 

The  remark  of  Yuri  Kapralov,  First 
Secretary  of  the  Soviet  Embassy,  that  he 
welcomes  "the  kind  of  thing  the 
Riverside  Church  disarmament  program 
is  doing,”  is  ludicrous  in  its  honesty. 
Wouldn’t  his  government  like  to  see  our 
defenses  as  weak  as  those  of  Tibet  when 
the  Dalai  Lama  fled  to  India  or  at  least  as 
weak  as  those  of  the  Czechs  when  Dubcek 
was  maneuvered  out  of  the  government. 

Efforts  to  reduce  the  burden  of 
armaments  are  laudable,  but  the 
rhetoric  of  this  convocation  is  out  of 


By  JAMES  A.  HARNISH 

Singing  Christmas  carols  can  be  a  very 
disturbing  experience.  The  "good  tidings 
of  great  joy”  about  which  the  angels 
sang,  have  given  me  a  hard  time  this 
year.  As  long  as  I  can  remember.  I’ve 
heard  them,  sung  them,  prayed  them, 
and  rejoiced  in  the  glory  of  that  moment 
when  the  voices  of  heaven  proclaimed 
"peace  on  earth."  But  this  year  those 
words  have  caused  me  to  do  some  real 
soul-searching  as  I  struggle  with  what 
they  mean  in  our  world.  The  struggle 
involves  three  powerful  realities. 

First  is  the  fact  of  the  tidings  of  peace 
which  the  angels  proclaimed  and  which 
were  fulfilled  in  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Throughout  the  Gospel  is  the  clear, 
unadulterated,  unmistakable  call  to  us  to 
be  the  continuation  of  that  incarnation.  H 
we  dare  to  name  Christ  as  Lord,  if  we 
have  the  audacity  to  call  ourselves  the 
Body  of  Christ,  we  are  called  by  that 
affirmation  to  follow  Him  as  the  agents 
of  God's  reconciling  peace  in  the  world. 
We  are  called  to  be  the  visible  expression 
of  that  Word,  bringing  to  bear  on  our 
society  the  claims  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God;  not  in  some  vague,  esoteric, 
spiritualized  way,  but  in  the  flesh  and 
blood  of  which  the  incarnation  is  made. 
We  are  called  to  be  persons  of  peace  in  a 
war-torn  world. 

The  second  reality,  cutting  directly 
across  the  grain  of  the  first,  is  the 
obvious  dedication  of  our  American 
mentality  to  military  security.  We  are  a 
society  which  blindly,  unquestioningly, 
wholeheartedly  places  its  trust  not  in 
God  ( as  our  coins  would  so  glibly  affirm ) 
but  rather  in  our  military  strength.  The 
clear  witness  of  our  national  priorities  is 
that  we  place  a  higher  premium  on  guns 
than  on  food,  on  war  than  on  health,  on 
bullets  than  on  persons.  Witness  the 
consideration  of  the  neutron  bomb  and 
the  fact  that  in  the  past  15  years  we  have 
spent  $1,090  billion  on  military 
expenditures.  Jesus  said,  "Where  your 


James  Hamish 


treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be 
also." 

The  third  current  which  surges  around 
both  of  these  realities  is  the  disturbing 
realization  that  most  of  us  in  the  church 
don’t  even  see  the  contradiction.  With  the 
notable  exception  of  the  Friends, 
Mennonites,  and  Brethren,  we  have 
bought  into  the  militaristic  mentality  of 
our  society  without  question.  In  fact, 
some  would  go  so  far  as  to  infer  that 
those  who  take  a  clear  stand  for  peace 
are  less  than  loyal  citizens  of  their 
nations,  with  little  concern  as  to  what  it 
might  mean  to  be  loyal  citizens  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  We  talk  about  trusting 
in  God,  but  in  the  pinch,  give  us  a  M-l  and 
a  Trident  sub! 

So,  this  Christmas  season,  as  1 
proclaim  the  "tidings  of  great  joy  ”  and 
as  I  sing  "peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to 
men,  I’ve  also  been  asking  myself  some 
very  difficult  questions.  What  does  it 
mean  really  to  place  our  trust  in  God  and 
in  the  cross  of  Christ?  What  would 
happen  if  we  acted  as  if  we  believed  that 
when  the  angels  sang  "peace  on  earth” 
they  really  meant  "peace  of  this  earth  ? 
What  would  it  mean  for  me  to  take  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  seriously  and 
discover  the  blessedness  of  being  a 
peacemaker?  What  would  happen  if  all 
United  Methodist  Christians  committed 
themselves  as  fully  and  as  strongly  in  the 
stand  for  disarmament  as  United 
Methodists  in  Florida  recently  stood 
against  casino  gambling? 

Hard  questions,  aren't  they?  I'm  not 
sure  where  I’ll  come  out,  but  they  are 
questions  which  need  to  be  asked  if  we 
are  all  really  going  to  hear  the  angels 
sing. 

Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  though 
which  TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
James  Hamish,  is  pastor  of  Howe 
Memorial  UMC  in  Crescent  City.  Florida. 


touch  with  reality  and  makes  me  doubt 
the  integrity  of  men  I  would  like  to  trust. 

Richard  M.  Hochstedler 
Middlebury,  Indiana 

Story  sen8ationalized 

To  the  Editor: 

Reference  TM/UMR’s  devotion  of  34- 
plus  column  inches  in  the  December  15 
issue  to  the  Disarmament  Convocation. 
This  devotion  of  so  much  space  to  such  a 
relatively  small  gathering  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  deliberate  attempt  to  nurture 
the  growth  of  this  organization  or  a 
resort  to  "sensation”  journalism. 

In  addition,  Congressman  Dellums 
quote,  "But  I  am  absolutely  certain  that 
one  threat  is  not  real  —  the  alleged 
possibility  of  a  Soviet  nuclear  attack  on 
the  United  States,”  is  my  idea  of  the 
rantings  of  an  individual  who  has 
certainly  arrived  at  that  "point  of 
madness”  to  which  Dr.  Brown  referred. 

W.  Leon  McIntosh 

Winnsboro,  Louisiana 

Articles  ironic 

To  the  Editor: 

I  found  it  ironic  that  immediately 
below  the  quote  from  Dr.  Brown,  "quit 
trusting  the  military"  in  the  article  titled 
"Pentagon  tagged  U.S.’s  Jim  Jones” 
(TM/UMR,  December  15),  the 
Christians  that  govern  our  nation  were 
listed  in  the  article  “UMC  well 
represented  in  Congress.”  Certainly, 
President  Carter  could  be  tagged  with 
the  name  Christian,  also. 

It  was  surprising  for  me  to  read  about 
someone  obviously  well  educated, 
articulate  and  outspoken  as  Dr.  Brown 
that  knows  so  little  about  the  way  our 
government  and  military  system  works. 

Succinctly  stated,  the  military  is 
today,  and  always  has,  taken  orders 
from  the  civilian  government  (our 
Christian  Congress).  Congress  in  turn  is 
elected  by  the  people  at-large. 

The  military  should  not  be  a  scapegoat 
for  all  the  world’s  problems.  They  do  not 
have  all  the  solutions,  but  they  are 
definitely  not  the  total  problem. 

I  am  grateful  men  and  women  in 
uniform  today  (Christians  and  others) 
are  willing  to  defend  Dr.  Brown’s  right  to 
speak  out  against  them. 

If  Dr.  Brown's  accusation  that  the 
military  is  sick  and  untrustworthy  was 
true,  he  certainly  would  not  want  to  be 
quoted  in  the  mass  media  for  fear  ol 
reprisal. 

Jim  Dyer 

Fo»  t  Collins.  Colorado 

Trust  violated 

To  the  Editor: 

We  are  writing  in  regard  to  your  article 


entitled  "Cult  leader  rejected  for  United 
Methodist  ministry"  which  indicated 
that  "Conference  records  show  that  (Jim 
Jones)  application  was  rejected  after  a 
series  of  psychological  tests  in  which  the 
Board  of  Ministry  determined  that  he 
was  psychologically  unfit”  (TM/UMR, 
December  15). 

This  article  has  pointed  out  both  the 
very  positive  and  the  very  negative 
potential  in  psychological  testing  to 
determine  qualification  for  ministry.  To 
protect  a  church  and/or  an  individual 
from  potential  emotional,  or  in  this  case 
physical,  harm  is  a  great  virtue. 
However,  it  is  our  opinion  that  the 
Annual  Conference  seriously  erred  in 
making  public  the  results  of  the 


psychological  testing. 

Robert  S.  Zimmerman  and 
Alan  S.  Brown 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

V erdict  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  publication  of  December  1,  you 
report  on  the  finding  of  Lorene  Iwakiri  of 
Pewaukee,  Wisconsin,  guilty  of 
disobedience.  Although,  according  to  her 
district  superintendent,  she  was  a  "good 
biblical  preacher,  an.  efficient 
administrator,  and  activeiTf'barrying  out- 
pastoral  duties,”  she  was  deposed  from 
the  ministry  because  of  her  refusal  to 
communicate  with  her  superiors,  to 
attend  annual  conference  sessions,  or  to 
participate  (or  encourage  her  parish  to 
participate)  in  denominational 
programs.  Heresy,  heresy ! 

Several  months  ago  you  carried  the 
stories  of  the  homosexual  minister 
retained  in  the  Greenwich  Village  area  of 
New  York  City.  For  some  reason, 
personal  life-style  is  not  an  important 
part  of  ministry  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  as  long  as  one  attends  the  proper 
denominational  meetings. 

The  president  of  the  church's  Council 
of  Bishops,  R.  Marvin  Stuart,  exhorts  us 
to  take  risks.  But  our  denomination 
cannot  risk  a  biblical  preacher  who  fails 
to  attend  United  Methodist  conferences 
and  programs.  Each  week,  I  am  finding 
it  harder  to  understand  the  priorities  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Barbara  Moore 
Oakland,  California 


You  will  discover  the  richness  and  diversity  of  ethnic  minority 
local  churches  □  see  their  vitality  □  learn  about  their  gifts, 
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Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Missional  Priority  □  want  to 
support  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Missional  Priority 
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Trio  of  stories  gets  top  billing 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

A  trio  of  church-related  news  stories 
captured  top  billing  in  United  Methodism 
during  1978.  They  were:  (1)  the  struggle 
for  black  majority  rule  in  Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe)  centering  on  a  UM  bishop; 
(2)  homosexuality  as  it  concerned  both 
ordained  ministers  and  the  church’s 
seminaries;  and  (3)  the  continuing  legal 
battles  resulting  from  the  bankruptcy  of 
Pacific  Homes,  a  network  of  church 
related  retirement  homes. 

At  year’s  end  none  of  the  stories  was 
‘‘wrapped  up”  or  resolved.  Many 
officials  expect  the  issues  will  continue  to 
claim  attention  during  1979  and  perhaps 
even  longer. 

Zimbabwe  raises  passions 

Passions  began  to  rise  early  this  spring 
when  the  Women’s  Division  adopted  a 
resolution  expressing  dissatisfaction 
with  the  “Internal  Settlement”  in 
Rhodesia  —  an  agreement  entered  into 
March  3  by  UM  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  who  also  heads  one  of  that 
country’s  leading  political  parties,  the 
African  National  Council. 

The  action  touched  off  a  church-wide 
controversy  since  many  persons  viewed 
the  resolution  as  undercutting  the  bishop 
and  his  efforts  for  more  than  eight  years 
to  win  black  majority  rule  for  his 
country. 

The  bishop  contended  that  the 
agreement  represented  a  culmination  of 
his  efforts  to  bring  about  a  government 
based  on  democratic  principles,  one- 
person-one-vote,  for  more  than  6  million 
blacks.  His  critics,  however,  accused 
him  of  “selling  out”  and  supporting  a 
plan  which  provides  for  “peace  without 
justice,”  and  vowed  to  continue  to  do 
battle. 

At  the  end  of  July  the  bishop  charged  in 
a  special  message  to  UMs  through 
TM/UMR  that  the  Women’s  Division 
members  were  ill-informed  when  they 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Problems  in  marriage  and  family 
claimed  some  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  attention  in  1978,  despite  one 
prominent  diagnosis  that  “the  American 
family  is  alive  and  well. " 

Facing  a  report  that  marriage  is  the 
Number  One  problem  for  which  persons 
seek  counseling  today,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Council  of  Bishops  held  a 
two-day  seminar  in  March  dealing  with 
stress  and  discord  in  clergy  marriages. 

Expressing  their  desire  to  give  both 
“prayerful  and  practical”  support  to 
families,  the  bishops  named  a  task  force 
to  prepare  “practical,  preventive  and 
redeeming  suggestions  to  counteract  the 
growing  divorce  rate”  among  both  lay 
persons  and  ministers. 

Marriage  and  family  concerns  were 
the  theme  of  at  least  two  UM  pastors’ 
schools  last  summer.  In  a  series  of  five 
lectures  to  Dakota  Area  pastors  and 
their  spouses,  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Dale 
White,  Princeton,  N.J.,  called  for  a 
church  wide  emphasis  on  the  family  in 
1980-84  and  urged  church  members  to 
become  "public  advocates  for  child  and 
family  problems.” 

The  Whites  said  American  society  with 
its  “narcissism”  needs  to  hear  about 
“covenantal  living,  people  staying 
together  through  the  heat  of  family 
relationships,  experiencing  the  dimen¬ 
sion  of  the  cross.” 

In  the  South  Carolina  conference,  the 
changing  roles  of  men  and  women  in 
ministry  -  especially  in  their 
marriages  —  was  the  focus  of  a  three- 
day  conference.  Those  changing  roles, 
speakers  told  them,  include  the 
emergence  of  clergywomen  and  clergy 
couples,  a  new  sense  of  identity  among 
ministers'  wives  and  more  equality  in 
many  marriages  today.  The  stereotyped 
male  and  female  roles  are  learned, 
“Equal  Marriage”  authors  Richard 
Bright  and  Jean  Stapleton  told  the 
pastors  -  and  those  stereotypes  are 
appropriately  undergoing  change. 

And  in  Nashville  at  a  September 
training  event  for  new  district 
superintendents  and  conference  staff- 
members,  a  warning  came  that 
ministers  are  twice  as  likely  to  have 
trouble  in  their  marriages  as  they  are 
with  their  congregations.  Larry  Sonner, 


adopted  their  resolution.  Further,  he 
charged  that  they  had  been  misled  by  a 
staff  member  who  was  a  “fanatical 
supporter  of  the  Patriotic  Front,”  a 
guerrilla  group  opposed  to  the  interim 
government.  He  accused  the  woman  of 
having  Marxist  leanings. 

Numerous  officials  rallied  to  the  staff 
member's  support  but  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  called  for  the 
resignation  of  the  entire  Women’s 
Division  staff  for  their  "Marxist  views.” 
(The  council  is  an  arm  of  the  “Good 
News"  movement,  a  caucus  of  UM 
evangelicals.) 

Then  in  August  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  (WCC)  Program  to  Combat 
Racism  gav6  an  $85,000  grant  to  the 
Patriotic  Front,  an  action  criticized  by 
UM  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  Indianapolis 
Area,  and  a  member  of  the  WCC’s 
Central  Committee.  It  was  supported  by 
two  other  UM  committee  members. 
Reaction  was  varied  in  other  world 
church  bodies  as  some  supported  the 
grant  while  others  protested.  The 
Salvation  Army  suspended  its 
membership  in  the  World  Council  in 
response  to  this  action. 

The  WCC’s  Program  to  Combat 
Racism  is  a  special  fund  which  receives 
gifts  in  two  categories:  (1)  for  direct 
grants  to  projects  and  (2)  for  the  general 
budget  which  pays  for  staff,  office 
expenses  and  educational  work. 

No  United  Methodist  World  Service 
funds  have  gone  to  the  first  category  of 
gifts,  that  is,  for  direct  grants  to  projects 
selected  by  the  special  WCC  program, 
according  to  the  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  Division  of  the 
church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
However,  the  board’s  World  Division  has 
made  contributions  to  the  second 
category  —  for  staff,  office  and 
educational  expenses.  In  both  1977  and 
1978,  $10,000  was  given,  said  an 

ecumenical  division  official. 


director  of  pastoral  care  and  counseling 
for  the  Iowa  conference,  encouraged  the 
new  leaders  to  nurture  their  own 
marriages  and  family  life  and  to  help 
their  clergy  families  with  preventive 
support. 

Early  in  the  year,  a  prominent 
psychiatrist  working  in  the  area  of 
family  and  marital  assessment 
presented  an  optimistic  view  of  today’s 
family  to  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction's 
Council  on  Ministries. 

Facts  disprove  most  of  the  “myths" 
commonly  touted  about  families, 
according  to  Dr.  Robert  P.  Stewart. 
Families  face  great  challenges  but  the 
family  as  an  institution  is  here  to  stay,  he 
maintained. 

Nonetheless,  Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder 
of  Columbus,  Ohio,  told  the  district 
superintendents'  meeting  in  Nashville 
that  family  crises  will  be  among  the  most 
crucial  concerns  they  —  and  the  rest  of 
the  church  —  are  likely  to  face.  And 
clergy,  who  face  “constant  emotional 
exposure”  in  serving  the  needs  of  others, 
will  continue  to  be  vulnerable  to  marital 
problems  of  their  own,  the  superin¬ 
tendents  were  warned. 


The  issue  of  homosexuality  arose  anew 
when  an  avowed  homosexual  minister  of 
the  New  York  Conference  was  continued 
in  his  appointment  to  the  Washington 
Square  UMC  in  New  York’s  Greenwich 
Village.  His  bishop  said  he  had  no  other 
choice  after  the  annual  conference  voted 
to  support  the  man’s  ministerial 
standing. 

In  November,  the  Council  of  Bishops 
refused  to  serve  as  a  channel  for  an 
appeal  to  the  Judicial  Council  concerning 
clergy  rights  for  avowed  homosexuals, 
saying  appropriate  Disciplinary 
channels  already  exist.  A  group  of 
ministers  from  the  New  York  Conference 
had  asked  the  bishops  to  appeal  to  the 
Judicial  Council  for  a  ruling  on 
“appointability”  of  homosexual 
ministers. 

Homosexual  issue  raised 

Two  United  Methodist  seminaries 
raised  questions  during  the  year  about 
both  the  ordination  of  homosexuals  and 
the  expenditure  of  the  church’s 
Ministerial  Education  Funds  for  the 
schooling  of  avowed  homosexuals. 

In  Evanston,  Ill.,  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  School’s  faculty  voted  in 
April  not  to  readmit  two  seminarians  who 
announced  they  were  “gay”  to  the  dean. 
The  seminary  does  not  exclude  avowed 
homosexuals  from  its  academic  degree 
programs  but  only  from  the  professional 
degree  program  which  specifically 
trains  persons  for  the  United  Methodist 
ministry. 

In  Denver,  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
president  Jameson  Jones  refused  to 
register  an  avowed  homosexual 
preparing  for  the  ministry  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  a 
predominantly  homosexual  denomina¬ 
tion,  questioning  whether  the  school  could 
justify  expenditure  of  money  given  by 
the  church  to  subsidize  the  seminaries 
in  light  of  restrictive  actions  taken  by 
the  1976  General  Conference.  He  said  at 
least  one-third  of  each  student’s  educa¬ 
tion  is  church-subsidized. 

“Affirmation,"  a  caucus  of 
homosexuals  within  United  Methodism, 
announced  a  stepped-up  campaign  at  its 
October  meeting  in  Denver  directed 
toward  bringing  changes  at  the  1980 
General  Conference.  Caucus  members 
said  they  hoped  to  eliminate  paragraph 
906.13  from  the  “Book  of  Discipline” 
which  directs  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  to  insure 
that  no  UM  funds  are  used  to  promote  the 
acceptance  of  homosexuality.  The 
paragraph  was  cited  as  a  concern  by 
both  seminaries. 

Civil  rights  supported 

However,  efforts  to  insure  civil  rights 
for  homosexuals  were  boosted  during  the 
fall  election  season  by  annual  conference 
leaders  in  California  and  by  the  directors 
of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  who  opposed  passage 
of  Proposition  6.  Known  also  as  the 
“Briggs  Initiative,”  the  measure  called 
for  the  dismissal  of  homosexuals  in 
California’s  public  schools.  The  measure 
did  not  pass. 

Believed  to  represent  an  abridgement 
of  civil  rights,  Proposition  6  was  opposed 
by  numerous  church  leaders.  The  UM 
“Social  Principles"  states  that 
homosexuality  is  "incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching”  but  it  supports  the 
civil  rights  of  “gay”  persons. 

Court  battles  test  church 

Litigation  growing  out  of  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  network  in  California, 
Arizona  and  Hawaii,  multiplied  in  both 
state  and  federal  courts  during  1978. 

At  year’s  end  it  appeared  possible  that 
the  cases  would  not  be  settled  short  of  a 
ruling  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
according  to  church  officials. 

The  court  action  drawing  the  most 
attention  is  a  class-action  suit  filed  in  San 
Diego  Superior  Court  in  September  1977 
on  behalf  of  the  residents  of  Pacific 
Homes,  Inc.,  the  seven  retirement  homes 
and  long-term  care  facilities  related  to 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference  of 
the  UMC. 

Filing  of  the  suit  prevented  the 
acceptance  of  a  reorganization  plan 
offered  by  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Conference  for  a  sum  of  $9  million 
dollars.  The  homes  are  how  being 
managed  by  a  court-appointed  trustee. 

The  suit  had  asked  $266  million  in 
damages  for  the  failure  of  the  homes  to 
fulfill  their  long-term  care  contracts. 
Later,  attorneys  filed  an  amended 


complaint  which  removed  a  dollar 
amount  and  asked  for  damages  as 
proven. 

Named  as  defendants  in  the  suit  are 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference,  the  UMC’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  the 
Pacific  Homes'  accountants,  the  state  of 
California,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  whole.  Still  later,  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  its  Division  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  were 
added  as  defendants. 

Attorneys  for  the  denomination  have 
argued  throughout  the  court  proceedings 
that  the  denomination  as  a  whole  is  not  a 
jural  entity  capable  of  suing  or  being 
sued,  although  individual  units  are  such 
entities.  They  argue  further  that  to  hold 
the  entire  denomination  responsible  for 
actions  of  a  component  part,  such  as  an 
annual  conference,  is  contrary  to  the 
“Book  of  Discipline”  and  an 
unconstitutional  rewriting  of  church  law 
—  a  violation  of  the  separation  of  church 
and  state. 

On  this  issue  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  received  permission  to 
intervene  as  a  “friend  of  the  court”  on 
the  grounds  that  the  issue  threatened  to 
“subject  all  denominations  to  the  danger 
of  judicial  revision  of  religious 
organizational  principles.” 

Although  the  denomination  was 
subsequently  dismissed  from  the  class 
action  suit,  the  church’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  remains 
as  a  defendant  in  the  case. 

Some  officials  estimate  the  church  at 
all  levels  will  spend  upwards  of  $1  million 
in  1978  in  defending  against  the  suits. 

Meanwhile,  retirement  facilities  in 
Indiana,  Michigan  and  New  York  appear 
to  have  resolved  their  financial  crises 
successfully.  Annual  conferences  across 
the  nation,  however,  are  taking  a  careful 
look  at  their  own  relationships  to  the 
more  than  180  such  facilities  related  in 
some  way  to  the  church. 

Discontent 
surfaces 
this  year 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Associate  Editor 

Signs  of  discontent  with  the  way  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  going 
surfaced  this  year  with  the  organization 
of  two  ad  hoc  groups  designed  to  make 
some  changes  and  a  caucus  of 
evangelicals  who  issued  a  study  critical 
of  the  church’s  seminaries. 

A  group  of  some  two  dozen  United 
Methodist  ministers  met  in  Chicago  in 
November  to  consider  proposals  to  the 
church’s  legislative  assembly  in  1980 
which  are  designed  to  produce  “greater 
responsibility  and  accountability  in  the 
general  church.” 

Claiming  a  widespread  feeling  of 
frustration  among  clergy  and  laity 
because  they  do  not  have  a  greater  voice 
in  determining  denominational 
programs  and  emphases,  the  group 
worked  on  such  proposals  as  designated 
giving  by  local  churches,  evaluating 
general  church  agencies  to  see  if  they 
need  to  be  continued  and  reducing  tenure 
of  general  board  executives  from  the 
present  12  years  to  eight. 

Two  common  threads  binding  all  the 
proposed  legislation  were:  (1)  limiting 
what  is  perceived  to  be  unchecked 
powers  by  the  church’s  national  boards 
and  agencies,  and  (2)  strengthening  the 
role  of  the  bishops  as  “general 
superintendents"  charged  with 
overseeing  the  church’s  “spiritual  and 
temperal  affairs." 

In  North  Texas  a  new  group  formed  in 
September  to  alert  United  Methodist 
Women  “to  think  and  not  just  accept 
everything  handed  down  to  them  from  the 
Women’s  Division." 

Called  the  “Esther  Action  Council,” 
the  group  said  “repression  of  diverse 
viewpoints  and  of  open  expression  within 
United  Methodist  Women”  brought  the 
council  into  being. 

A  position  paper  by  the  council  cites 
objections  to  the  Women's  Division’s 
position  on  Rhodesia,  the  Racial  Justice 
Charter,  current  uses  of  the  Methodist 
Building  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  UM 
missions  study  materials  on  China. 

In  July,  United  Methodist  seminaries 
were  blasted  for  ridiculing  evangelicals 
by  “Good  News,”  a  caucus  of  evangeli¬ 
cals  in  the  UMC.  The  charge  was 
contained  in  a  study  conducted  in  1977 
and  1978  by  “Good  News”  and  released 
by  its  board  of  directors. 

The  study  charged:  (1)  Evangelical 
students  often  encounter  “antagonism, 
hostility  and  ridicule”  in  UM  semi¬ 
naries;  (2)  Evangelicals  are  stereotyped 
and  caricatured  as  “narrow,  bigoted, 
fundamentalist  and  unscholarly" ;  and 
(3)  Seminaries  do  not  deal  seriously  with 
conservative,  evangelical  theology. 

In  separate  action,  in  the  summer  the 
mission  arm  of  “Good  News"  called  for 
the  resignation  of  the  entire  national 
staff  of  United  Methodist  Women  for 
their  “Marxist  views.”  The  charge  came 
after  a  statement  was  passed  last  spring 
by  the  women  critical  of  the  Internal 
Settlement  in  which  UM  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa  is  involved.  (See  related  article 
in  this  issue. ) 

The  statement  —  called  "totally 
irresponsible,  incomprehensible  and 
unmlormed”  by  the  Rev.  Tracey  Jones, 
top  executive  in  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  —  demanded  that 
current  staff  members  be  replaced  with 
women  who  "stand  in  the  tradition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 


United  Methodist  Women  assemble  in  Louisville 


LOUISVILLE  —  More  than  ft.OOO  women  gathered  outside  the  doors  of  the 
convention  center  here  in  late  April  for  the  opening  of  the  United  Methodist  W  omen  s 
Assembly.  Drama,  worship,  dozens  of  workshops  and  speakers  challenged  women  to 
think  about  the  meaning  of  being  "A  New  People  for  a  New  Age." 
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Leaders  enter  agreement  for  black  rule  in  Zimbabwe 


SALISBURY,  Rhodesia  —  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  left,  joined 
other  Rhodesian  leaders  in  announcing  they  had  reached  an  agreement  last  February 
to  bring  black  rule  to  Rhodesia  (Zimbabwe).  To  bis  right  are  tribal  chief  Jeremiah 
Chirau  and  Prime  Minister  Ian  Smith.  Not  pictured  is  the  Rev.  Ndabaningi  Sithole, 
another  leader  who  signed  the  “Internal  Settlement"  March  3  which  formed  the 
interim  government.  religious  newsservice  photo 

Church  faces  the  need 
to  shore  up  marriages 


Costs  plague  church  homes  for  elderly 

This  woman  sits  quietly  pondering  her  future,  while  rising  costs  become  an 
increasing  burden  to  her  and  to  those  who  care  for  her.  During  1978,  the  financial 
problems  of  United  Methodist-associated  Pacific  Homes,  a  network  of  retirement  and 
health-care  facilities  in  three  western  states,  have  resulted  in  a  series  of  lawsuits  that 
have  concerned  the  entire  denomination.  religious  news  service  photo 


1978  church  events 


1978  giving  increases  but 
hunger  funds  suffer 

EVANSTON,  Ill  —  United  Methodists 
are  predicted  to  give  more  to  all  general 
church  causes  by  the  end  of  1978  despite  a 
steady  decline  in  giving  for  hunger 
related  funds. 

While  contributions  overall  are  up  by 
about  five  percent,  contributions  for 
world  hunger  projects  are  down  $1.5 
million  from  1977,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Ewing  Wayland,  general  church 
treasurer.  He  estimated  that  giving  for 
the  church’s  basic  World  Service  Fund  is 
up  one  percent  as  compared  to  1977. 

“The  church  is  still  responding  to 
world  hunger,  but  not  at  as  high  a  level," 
the  treasurer  said.  "During  1977  one  out 
of  every  16  dollars  given  to  the  general 
level  of  the  church  was  for  hunger.  It  will 
be  high  this  year,  but  less.” 

The  treasurer  reported  that  receipts 
for  the  $4.1  million  Missional  Priority 
Fund  were  also  up  five  percent  and 
should  pay  out  over  80  percent.  This 
apportioned  fund  splits  receipts  with 
about  48  percent  going  to  world  hunger, 

36  percent  to  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church,  12  percent  for  scholarships  and 
four  percent  for  evangelism. 

Jonestown  tragedy  touches 
United  Methodist  family 

JONESTOWN,  Guyana  (UMC)  -  A 
tragedy  of  unprecedented  proportions 
swept  across  the  nation  in  November 
with  the  death  of  more  than  900  persons 
in  the  murder-suicides  of  the  People’s 
Temple  members  here. 

The  tragedy  touched  the  lives  of  many 
American  families,  including  United 
Methodists.  Known  to  be  among  the  dead 
are  two  daughters  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
John  V.  Moore  of  Reno,  Nev.:  Carolyn 
Layton,  33,  and  Ann  Moore,  24.  A 
grandson,  Jim  John,  was  also  among 
those  who  perished. 

Wesley’s  Chapel  reopened; 

Queen  Elizabeth  11  attends 
LONDON  —  Wesley's  Chapel  —  built 
by  John  Wesley  himself  in  1778  —  was 
reopened  200  years  later  to  the  day,  Nov. 

1,  following  completion  of  a  $2  million 
dollar  renovation. 

Several  thousand  United  Methodists 
from  the  United  States  joined  other 
Methodists  from  around  the  World  and 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  in  the  re-opening 
ceremonies  of  the  chapel  Wesley 
described  as  “perfectly  neat  but  not 
fine.” 

More  than  a  historic  monument, 
British  Methodist  leaders  said,  the 
chapel  is  to  become  a  center  to  remind 
those  who  share  in  its  life  that 
Methodism  roots  itself  in  “scriptural 
holiness”  and  continuous  mission  to  its 
community. 

Six  missionaries  rescued 
from  Zaire  war  zone 

NEW  YORK  —  The  dramatic  rescue  of 
six  members  of  three  United  Methodist 
missionary  families  trapped  in  Kolwezi, 
Zaire,  when  rebels  seized  the  area  in 
May  was  probably  the  most  exciting 
story  of  1978. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Enright,  a  mis¬ 
sionary  pilot  allegedly  “marked  for 
death”  by  the  rebels,  rescued  his  family 
trom  possible  execution  when  he  flew  his 
small  plane  into  the  embattled  Shaba 
Province  behind  attacking  French  para¬ 
troopers.  Mr.  Enright  happened  to  be 
away  in  Lubumbasha  on  church  business 
at  the  time  of  the  invasion  by  Katangan 
rebels. 

Also  escaping  the  war  zone  after  hiding 
in  their  home  for  a  week  in  Kolwezi,  were 
Harold  and  Elsie  Amstutz.  He  is  a 
missionary  pilot  mechanic.  They  were 
evacuated  by  Belgian  forces. 

Gallup  poll  finds  people 
‘religious’  but  not  in  church 
NEW  YORK  -  While  the  unchurched 
are  remarkably  religious  in  many 


respects  and  believe  in  the  value  of 
religion,  the  Gallup  polling  organization 
found  in  a  survey  released  this  year  that 
fewer  and  fewer  belong  to  an  organized 
church. 

"Basic  religious  beliefs  of  Americans 
have  changed  little,  based  on  studies 
done  in  1952  and  1965,”  George  Gallup  Jr. 
told  reporters  at  a  press  conference  here 
in  June.  In  an  analysis  of  the  findings,  he 
said  the  church  is  not  dealing  with 
unbelievers  and  that  most  churchpersons 
have  never  invited  another  person  to 
attend  their  church. 

TM/UMR  settles  into 
new  Dallas  building 

DALLAS  —  “Settled  in”  by  year’s  end 
was  The  Texas  Methodist/ United 
Methodist  Reporter  inside  a  new  28,500 
square  foot  facility. 

The  move  occurred  in  mid-September 
with  the  newspaper’s  production  sche¬ 
dule  continuing  throughout  the  shake-up. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
editor-general  manager,  said  the 
beneficial  effects  of  working  in  a  facility 
specifically  designed  to  facilitate 
TM/UMR’s  operations  are  being  felt  as 
editorial,  circulation,  composition, 
printing,  data  processing  and  business 
operations  move  more  smoothly  in 
adequate  space. 

Alaskan  school  changes  name 
to  get  new  start 

ANCHORAGE  —  Alaska  Methodist 
University  —  one  of  three  colleges 
supported  by  United  Methodists  through 
the  World  Service  Fund  —  changed  its 
name  this  year  to  Alaska  Pacific 
University. 

( The  other  two  colleges  are  American 
University,  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
Scarrilt  College,  Nashville. ) 

Glen  A  Olds,  president  of  the  school 
which  is  Alaska's  only  four-year  private 
university,  said  the  name  change  was  not 
an  effort  to  play  down  the  school’s  United 
Methodist  connection  but  to  relieve  the 
schools  of  a  “heavy  burden  of  bad 
memories,  the  experience  of  lailure  and 
all  the  ghosts  that  haunt  the  place.” 

AMU  was  forced  to  close  its  doors 
temporarily  because  of  financial 
problems  during  the  1976-77  school  year. 
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FOR  SALE  60  NEW  KOVAL  BLUE  polyester  crepe 
choir  robes  by  Ireland  Needlecralt.  ordering 
mistake,  various  sizes  from  junior  high  through 
extra-large  adult  Mo  each  Inquiries:  Dolan 
Bayless,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P  O.  Box 
348.  Ponca  City,  Okla  74601 .  <  405i  762-1681 


MINISTER  OK  DIRECTOR  ol  Education  and  Youth 
assume  program  and  leadership  roles 
Outstanding  lacilities.  Church  ol  1,600  members  in 
beaulitul  lake  region  Salary  commensurate  with 
background  and  experience.  Send  inquiry  with 
resume  to  Rev  Donald  M  Mackay,  Beymer 
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Howard  Drive,  W  inter  Haven.  Fla.  33880 
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Opportunity  Employer 


DIRECTOR  OF  THE  SOL  THEKN  NEW  ENGLAND 

Annual  Conlcrence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Council  on  Ministries.  Senior  program  administrator 
for  the  Southern  New  England  denominational  area 
ol  80,000-plus  members  Offices  in  Boston 
Nominations  ol  and  applications  from  qualified 
persons,  lay  or  clergy,  should  be  submitted  by  Jan 
15, 1979  to  Search  Committee,  c/o  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  K. 
Sweet,  21  Lakeview  Heights,  Niantic.  Conn.  06357 
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6 Moving  on  out  9 
for  revival ,  reform 


TM/UMR  interpretive 

Ethnics  said  invisible  to  most  UMs 


••Pastor  Billy" 
Richardson  of 
Greeley.  Neb., 
standing  outside 
Wesley's  Chapel  in 
London  is  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Broadcasting 
Company.  He  gath¬ 
ered  national  atten¬ 
tion  as  he  re¬ 
stepped  Wesley’s 
path  from  Bristol  to 
London  to  mark  the 
re-opening  of  the 
chapel  Wesley 
built. 

SHAKOS  MIELKK 
PHOTO 


Max  Cleland. 
head  of  the  U.S. 
Veterans  Admini¬ 
stration,  a  triple 
amputee,  is  shown 
outside  his  Wash¬ 
ington  office.  Mr. 
Cleland  is  also  a 
member  of  a  new 
United  Methodist 
Task  Force  on  the 
Church  and  Handi¬ 
capped  persons.  In¬ 
cluding  instead  of 
excluding  the 
handicapped  is  also 
part  of  what  it 
means  to  be  an  "in¬ 
clusive"  church, 
the  task  force  con¬ 
tends. 


Revival  efforts 
on  a  world-wide 
scale  over  the  next 
five  years  began 
with  a  preaching 
mission  in  Detroit 
last  February  by 
Australian  evange¬ 
list  Alan  Walker, 
head  of  world  evan¬ 
gelism  for  the 
World  Methodist 
Council.  Part  of  the 
capacity  crowd  of 
2,800  at  Metro¬ 
politan  CMC.  De¬ 
troit.  is  shown  at 
one  of  the  five-day 
New  World  Mission 
services  that  Dr. 
Walker  led. 


Several  hundred 
American  Indians 
marched  coast-to- 
coast  on  the  "Long¬ 
est  Walk"  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  to  pro¬ 
test  resolutions  be¬ 
fore  Congress 
threatening  their 
survival  as  tribes. 
Severa  l  United 
Methodist  boards 
and  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  as  well  as 
numerous  individ¬ 
uals  supported  the 
effort. 
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By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Ethnic  minority  groups  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  remained  "invisible" 
to  most  church  members  in  1978, 
according  to  persons  responsible  for  the 
frustrating  and  not  very  successful  task 
of  raising  funds  for  the  denomination's 
avowed  priority  to  strengthen  ethnic 
minority  local  churches. 

At  year's  end,  the  mid-point  in  the 
current  quadrennium,  the  director  of 
United  Methodism's  "second  mile" 
giving  fund  —  the  fund  expected  to 
produce  70  percent  of  the  hoped  for  $5.5 
million  annually  —  told  TM/UMR  flatly 
that  he  doesn’t  believe  most  United 
Methodists  have  yet  heard  about  the 
special  emphasis  to  strengthen  minority 
churches. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Walker,  executive  for  the 
Advance,  New  York,  said  that  only  six 
percent  or  2,453  of  the  more  than  38,000 
local  UM  churches  have  contributed  to 
the  ethnic  church  missional  priority  ;  (13 
percent  or  5,065  have  given  to  world  hun¬ 
ger).  Five  percent  of  the  UMC's  mem¬ 
bership  is  from  ethnic  minority  groups. 

"I  don't  think  9.7  million  UMs  have 
rejected  the  priorities.  That  low  a 
response  means  the  audience  has  not 
even  heard  about  it.  They  just  haven't 
gotten  the  word,  "  he  said. 

The  1976  General  Conference  created 
two  channels  of  giving  for  the  ethnic 


American  farm¬ 
ers  drove  tractors 
and  marched  on 
foot  to  seek  relief 
from  low  farm 
prices  that  they 
claim  continue  to 
drive  many  family- 
farmers  out  of  busi¬ 
ness.  Organized 
under  the  "Ameri¬ 
can  Agriculture" 
banner,  farmers  at¬ 
tracted  attention  to 
the  connection  be¬ 
tween  their  prob¬ 
lems  and  food 
prices.  United 
Methodists  held 
two  farm  consulta¬ 
tions  in  1978. 


priority.  Two  million  dollars  of  the  $5  5 
million  goal  is  to  be  raised  through  a  fund 
apportioned  to  local  churches.  It  is 
projected  that  by  the  end  of  1978,  $1.2 
million  of  the  apportioned  monies  will  be 
received. 

The  second  channel  is  a  General  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  or  "second-mile"  giving  by 
churches  and  individuals.  However,  only 
about  $325,000  of  the  $3.5  million  goal  is 
expected  by  the  year's  end  through  the 
Advance.  "The  church  has  not  responded 
to  this  system  of  funding,"  Mr.  Walker 
said.  "It's  an  optional  system,  a  kind  of 
referendum.  The  Advance  Committee 
recommended  at  its  last  meeting  that  no 
missional  priorities  be  placed  in  the 
Advance  again  but  rather  in  World 
Service  or  in  a  special  apportioned 
fund." 

While  "invisibility"  to  the  majority  of 
the  church's  members  continues  to  plague 
the  denomination's  numerous  minority 
groups,  that  has  not  stopped  them  from 
laying  the  groundwork  for  growth. 

Problems  to  surmount 

Native  Americans,  Hispanics,  blacks 
and  Asian  Americans  —  the  four  major 
minority  groups  in  the  church  —  have 
some  problems  in  common.  One  of  the 
most  critical  is  a  severe  shortage  of 
trained  clergy  and  another  is  a  lack  of 
trained  lay  leaders.  At  the  same  time  all 
of  the  groups  now  face  enormous  new 


Reader  letters  tally 
’78  interests,  concerns 


Reforming  tele¬ 
vision  is  the  goal  of 
campaigners  urg¬ 
ing  a  boycott  of 
ABC’-TY  here  at  the 
network  head¬ 
quarters  in  Man¬ 
hattan.  Members  of 
the  National 
Federation  for 
Decency  founded 
by  the  Rev.  Donald 
Wiidmon,  a  UM 
minister,  led  a  boy¬ 
cott  in  29  cities  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of 
November  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  affect 
audience  ratings. 


By  FAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

It  was  Rhodesia/Zimbabwe  and  the 
appointability  of  homosexual  ministers 
by  a  landslide  in  a  quantitative  tally  of 
TM/UMR  reader  responses  during  1978. 

Also  heavy  throughout  the  year, 
according  to  the  editor's  mailbox,  was 
dissatisfaction  with  the  general  direction 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  taking. 
(See  related  articles  on  these  topics 
elsewhere  in  this  issue. ) 

From  there,  as  always,  "Letters  to  the 
Editor"  took  off  in  dozens  of  directions, 
pouring  out  opinions  on  everything  from 
the  "Good  News"  movement  to  funeral 
flowers  to  Campus  Crusade,  from  public 
aid  to  parochial  schools  to  the  proper  key 
for  singing  hymns. 

When  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  March 
voted  its  disapproval  of  a  Rhodesian 
"Internal  Settlement"  entered  into  by 
UM  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  TM/UMR 
readers  reacted  en  masse.  When 
TM/UMR  later  carried  a  lengthy 
statement  by  the  bishop  defending  his 
position,  another  flood  of  letters  came. 
Most  responses  supported  the  bishop  in 
his  efforts  to  bring  about  majority  rule 
for  blacks  in  Rhodesia  through  non¬ 
violent  negotiations. 

Few  respondents  wanted  to  see  the 
entire  Women’s  Division  staff  resign  — 
an  action  called  for  by  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council,  which  charged  the 
staff  with  "Marxist  views"  following  the 
Rhodesia  controversy. 

But  another  outpouring  of  letters 
showed  a  majority  of  those  responding 
clearly  unhappy  with  a  World  Council  of 
Churches’  grant  of  $85,000  to  Rhodesia’s 
Patriotic  Front,  a  guerrilla  movement 
opposed  to  the  Internal  Settlement. 

The  appointability  of  a  self-avowed, 
practicing  homosexual  as  a  pastor 
touched  a  nerve  with  many  readers  last 
summer,  after  the  Rev.  Paul  Abels  was 
reappointed  to  a  church  in  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference.  While  some  echoed 
the  sentiments  of  a  California  reader  who 
exclaimed  "Hooray  for  the  United 
Methodists!''  and  called  the 
reappointment  "a  marvelous  first  step," 
most  expressed  anger  and  dismay  over 
the  move.  In  total  volume,  the  editor’s 
mail  reflected  the  sentiments  of  a 
Delaware  pastor  who  charged  "blithe 
(disregard  for  4,000  years  of  teaching  on 
sexual  morality"  in  Mr.  Abel’s  reappoint¬ 
ment. 

A  guest  column  by  a  San  Diego 
minister  chastizing  "Good  News,  a 
movement  of  evangelicals  within  the 
UMC,  triggered  a  spate  of  letters  —  as 
did  charges  by  "Good  News"  throughout 
the  year  against  the  Women’s  Division, 
UM  seminaries  and  several  bishops  who 
attended  or  spoke  at  a  "gay  caucus" 
workshop. 

Some  readers  were  angered  by  the  San 

UMW  leader 
flees  hijacker 

TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
KANSAS  CITY.  Mo.  -  Mai  Gray,  the 
president  ol  United  Methodist  Women, 
said  here  just  before  Christmas  that  she 
has  learned  "the  real  meaning  ol  a  gilt. 
The  statement  came  just  hours  alter 
her  escape  from  a  hijacked  TWA  jetliner 
held  tor  about  10  hours  by  a  16-year-old 
girl  Dec.  21.  Ms.  Gray  said  the  '  gilt  was 
that  she  got  away  alive  and  that  r.o  one 
w  as  injured  in  the  harrowing  experience. 

Her  tirst  thought  when  told  what  was 
happening  was  to  pray  that  everything 
would  go  well  and  that  no  one  would  be 
hurt.  Next,  she  said,  she  concentrated  on 
keeping  herself  calm. 

The  jetliner  was  torced  to  land  at 
Marion,  111. 

Alter  dark.  Ms.  Gray  reported,  she  was 
one  ol  a  group  to  sneak  out  the  Iront  end 
ol  the  plane  and  run  to  a  waiting  truck. 

By  12:40  a  m.  the  next  morning  the 
ordeal  was  over  and  the  women  s 
national  president  was  salely  back  to  her 
home  in  Kansas  Cits . 


Diego  columnist's  article  on  "Good 
News";  one  called  it  a  "negative,  cutting 
diatribe."  A  larger  number  agreed  with 
the  columnist  that  "Good  News"  is 
"schismatic"  and  is  not  inclusive  of 
women  and  ethnic  minority  persons. 

A  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  reader  did  not  deny 
that  the  "Good  News"  movement  lacks 
inclusiveness,  but  he  warned  of  a 
tendency  to  pin  the  label  "racist"  or 
"sexist"  on  any  group  in  the  church 
which  calls  national  boards  and  agencies 
to  task  for  not  reflecting  "grass-roots' 
thinking. 

Readers  throughout  the  year 
hammered  away  at  what  many  of  them 
saw  as  "alienation"  and  hinted  at 
feelings  that  the  general  church  is  not 
sufficiently  accountable  to  the  "grass¬ 
roots."  "Liberal"  and  "conservative" 
labels  were  frequently  assigned  and 
almost  as  frequently  chastized. 
Disgusted  with  such  debate,  a  Savannah, 
Tenn.,  reader  pleaded  for  "a  ministry  of 
reconciliation..  We  have  become  so  busy 
criticizing  and  judging  the  other 
person,"  he  complained  "that  the  Lord  of 
us  all  has  been  pushed  aside.  " 


opportunities  for  growth  with  rapid 
population  increases  —  much  of  it 
coming  through  immigration. 

Not  only  hampered  by  lack  of  financial 
resources  and  leadership,  the  minority 
groups  have  also  had  to  surmount 
tensions  and  in-fighting  within  their  own 
ranks. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  turn  of 
events  to  note  at  the  end  of  1978  is  that  a 
new-found  unity  now  pervades  their 
efforts,  especially  among  Hispanic  and 
Asian  Americans.  Following 
convocations  in  December,  leaders  of 
both  groups  said  regionalism  and  ances¬ 
try  have  been  submerged  into  a  commu¬ 
nity  that  has  discovered  it  can  work 
together  for  the  common  good. 

New  unity  develops 
A  new  measure  of  unity  is  also  evident 
in  the  organization  of  the  special  Study 
Committee  on  Native  American 
Ministries  with  representatives  from  a 
widespread  number  of  tribal  groups  and 
the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference,  which  itself  includes 
numerous  tribes.  The  "Longest  Walk" 
undertaken  by  almost  every  tribal  group 
to  Washington.  D.C.  last  spring  and 
summer  to  make  Indian  survival 
concerns  more  visible  was  also  hailed  as 
a  unifying  factor.  The  walk  received 
extensive  UM  support. 

A  new  age  has  also  arrived  for  blacks 
according  to  the  analyses  offered  by 
several  black  UM  bishops  at  a  fall 
convocation  of  pastors.  They  pointed  to 
the  widening  gulf  in  the  black  community 
between  "achievers,"  an  upward 
mobility  group  who  have  benefited  from 
education  and  civil  rights  advances,  and 
the  vast  impoverished  "underclass." 
Poles  apart,  the  bishops  said,  the  groups 
represent  a  heavy  challenge  to 
incorporate  both  of  them  into  black 
local  churches,  whose  members  have 
traditionally  stood  somewhere  on  the 
middle  rungs  of  the  economic  ladder. 
Training  underway 
With  the  support  of  ethnic  minority 
funds  that  have  been  given,  the  four 
ethnic  groups  have  held  lay  training 
programs,  pastor’s  workshops  and 
educational  seminars  during  1978. 

Programs  to  recruit  and  train  more 
pastors  are  well  underway  in  some  areas 
although  the  need  is  far  from  met,  say 
ethnic  leaders.  The  Rio  Grande 
Conference  (Hispanic)  in  the  Southwest 
has  a  full  time  recruiter  for  persons  in 
Christian  vocations.  Another  example  of 
what  can  be  achieved  is  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction’s  scholarship  and 
summer  intern  programs  which  have 
already  produced  three  ordained 
ministers  and  21  minority  students  in 
seminary. 

Creating  their  own  answers  for  their 
own  unique  problems  is  the  pattern 
minority  groups  are  having  to  take,  they 


say,  because  the  "standardized" 
answers  of  the  church  usually  don't  fit 
their  unique  needs.  "Inclusive  but 
generalized"  treatment  isn't  adequate 
for  their  problems  which  include: 
language  differences,  serving  new 
immigrants,  cultural  distinctions  they 
believe  should  be  expressed  to  add  to  the 
richness  of  the  total  church,  a  vast  youth 
and  young  adult  population  (more  than 
one-half  of  all  Hispanics  in  the  U.S.  are 
under  18  years  of  age,  for  example)  and 
the  immediate  need  to  identify  locations 
and  start  new  congregations  quickly. 

Minority  leaders  say  they  often  find  the 
church's  structure  "cumbersome  and 
unwieldy"  when  it  comes  to  responding 
to  their  special  problems.  Frustrated  yet 
determined  to  be  full  partners  in  United 
Methodism,  they  struggle  on  —  as  some 
officials  say,  still  "invisible'  to  most 
UMs. 

‘Grinch’ fails 
to  snuff  out 
Christmas 

By  FAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

RICHLAND.  Wash.  -  Neither  the 
grinch  nor  the  fire  marshal  were  able  to 
steal  Christmas  here  last  week  from 
members  of  a  predominantly  United 
Methodist  church. 

In  fact,  the  fire  marshal,  along  with  the 
pastor  and  the  daily  newspaper,  may  go 
down  m  local  annals  as  the  "good  guys" 
who  helped  to  save  it. 

The  story  began  gloomily.  "No  more 
hand-held  candles  in  Christmas  Eve 
services,"  announced  city  Fire  Marshal 
Hank  Carrick  —  a  blow  to  Central  United 
Protestant  Church,  which  traditionally 
packs  up  to  3,000  persons  into  four 
candlelight  services  each  year. 

‘‘Law  snuffs  candles,"  proclaimed 
newspaper  headlines  Dec.  19.  "Anybody 
want  to  buy  2,000  candles'?*'  ( "l  feel  like 
the  fire  marshal  who  stole  Christmas," 
Mr.  Carrick  was  quoted  as  saying. ) 

That  gave  the  Rev.  Joe  Harding,  the 
church's  pastor,  an  idea.  Suppose  people 
would  buy  the  candles?  Suppose  they’d 
even  pay  $5  apiece  for  them,  with  all 
donations  going  for  community  missions 
projects.  Proceeds  would  total  $10,000. 

Good  idea,  said  the  fire  marshal,  who 
promptly  bought  the  first  candle.  Good 
idea,  echoed  the  fire  chief,  who  bought 
the  second  one  —  and  the  state  fire 
marshal,  who  bought  the  third. 

By  Christmas  Day,  the  story  of  the 
candles  was  moving  rapidly  toward  a 
happy  ending  —  as  all  good  Christmas 
stories  should. 
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PREPARE  NOW 


NEW! 


Following  the  Way,  by  Frank  B.  Stanger.  The  president  of  Asbury  Theological  Seminary, 
Wilmore,  Kentucky,  helps  adults  explore  the  meaning  of  following  the  Christian  way  of  life. 
Dr.  Stanger  focuses  on  Jesus  walking  the  way  to  Jerusalem  where  he  was  to  die  for  the  sins 
of  the  world.  As  Christ  followed  the  way  to  the  cross,  we  are  urged  to  follow  him  in  our  spiritual 
pilgrimage  during  Lent.  Bible  passages  from  An  Alternate  Lectionary  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  the  basis  for  this  seven-session  group  study.  Author  Stanger  provides 
a  list  of  leader  helps  for  each  session,  plus  additional  resources.  Enlightening  study  for: 
Sunday  school  classes,  weekday  Bible  study  sessions,  prayer  and  discussion  groups, 
interdenominational  groups,  home  Bible  study  groups,  any  short-term  study  and  discussion 
group.  72  pages. 

Order  No.  5547 .  1-9  copies,  each,  1.30 

10  or  more  copies,  each,  1.10 


Un  the  convenient  coupon  to  order  tor  your  church  and  be  ready  tor  Lent-Easter,  1979. 
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Yes,  please  send  us  the  new  book  for  Lent-Easter,  1979: 

_ copies  Order  No.  5547,  Following  the  Way,  by  Frank  B.  Stanger 

1-9  copies,  each,  1.30 

10  or  more  copies,  each,  1.10 


□  Payment  Enclosed 


_ State _ _ 

Open  an  Account 


Charge  my  Cokesbury  Acct.  No 

CHARGE  TO _ 

Address - 

Clty_ 


Add  tax  where  applicable  Transportation  extra 


